Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


J 

MX/ 


HANSARD'S 
PARLIAMENTARY 

DEBATES: 

COMMENCING    WITH    THE    ACCESSION    OF 

'WZ]bI.ZAM   ZV. 

■  I  rl-     ■     ■  — —— . 

4"VICTORIiE,    1841. 

VOL.  LVL 

COMPRISING  THE  PERIOD  FROM 

THE  TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY  OF  JANUARY, 

TO  0 

THE  FIFTH  DAY  OF  MARCH,    1841. 
iFin^t  Ooltttne  of  iU  i^tOiion. 


LONDON: 

THOMAS  CURSON  HANSARD,  PATERNOSTER  ROW; 

LONGMAN  AND  CO.;  C.  DOLMAN ;  J.  RODWELL;  J.  BOOTH ;  HATCHARD  AND 
SON;  J.  RIDGWAY  ;  CALKIN  AND  BUDD  ;  R.  H.  EVANS;  J.  BIGG  AND  SON; 
J.  BAIN;  J.  M.  RICHARDSON  ;  P.  RICHARDSON  ;  ALLEN  AND  CO.;  R.  BALDWIN  i 
AND   CRADOCK   AND   CO. 

1841. 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


TO 


VOLUME  LVI. 


THIRD    SEJtIES. 


I.  Subjects  of  Debate  list  the  House  of  Lords. 

IL  Subjects  of  Debate  ik  the  House  of  Commoks. 

in.  Lists  of  Diyisioks. 

IV.  Queen's  Speech. 


I.     Subjects  of  DeSatb  in  the  HbtJSE  of  Lords. 

Page 
Jan.  26.  Opening  of  Parliament — Her  Majesty's  Speech     ...  ...         1 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech — Eastern  Policy  •••        4 

28.  Answer  to  the  Address  ...  ••  ...     135 
Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan — Preliminary  Steps-*  Appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  search  for  Precedents                 ...     136 

Church  of  Scotland — Question  •••  137 

29.  Drainage  of  Towns— Bill  read  a  First  Time  ...  ...     138 

Frosty  Williams,  and  Jones — Question  •••  ...     139 

Feb.  1.  East-India  Produce— 'Petition— Equalization  of  Duties         ...     174 
Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan — First  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Precedents— Day  of  Trial  appointed  ...  •••     177 

2.  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Card^an— The  Earl  ordered  into  Custody 
and  bailed— Second   Report  of  the  Committee  of  Prece- 
dents .••  ...  ...  •••        •••     178 

4.  Sir  R.  Stopford— >Vote  of  Thanks— The  Thanks  of  the  House 

given  to  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  Syrian  Expedition    ...     249 
Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan— Accommodation— Third  Re. 
port  of  the  Committee  of  Precedents  •••  •••    ^^ 

Church  Rates — Petitions — Intentions  of  Ministers  •••     ^^6 

Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council — Rectification  of  an 
Error— Motion  for  Returns  •••  •••  ••  •••    259 

Feh.  8.  Royal  Message — Lord  Keane— Message  to  Provide  for  Lord 

Keane       ...  ...  •••  ••  ••     ^^^ 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 

1841.  Pm^. 

Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan^  AddiUooal  Report  ...     96S 

Mr.  M*Leod»Uiiited  Sutes— Qoeatioiia                .-  ...     364 

Feb,  9.  Lord  Keane— Address  to  the  Crown  id  Answer  to  the  Royal 

Aleasage  •••  •••  •••  •••        •••    v5S 

1 1 .  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan— Another  Report  •••  ...  507 
I  reland— Returns— Question — ^Working  of  the  Poor  Law  •••  50s 
SocialisiQ—Freeiloni  of  Discussion— P&tion             •-         ...     50g 

12.  Drainage  of  Towns— Petitions— Second  Reading  of  a  Bill- 

Referred  to  a  Select  Committee  •••  •••  •••    536 

16.  The  Trial  of  the  Eari  of  Cardigan— Nodoe  •  •  ...    632 

19.  Trial  of  the  Eari  of  Cardigan— Daelling— Motion  to  pnblish 
the  Report  of  the  IVial— Question  as  to  a  Measure  to 
suppress  Duelling  •••  •••  •••  •«•     730 

Poor-law  (Ireland) — Election  of  Gnardian»— Question  ...     734 

Delay  in  Administering  Justice — Petition  from  a  Gentleman 
engaged  for  Twenty  Years  in  litigating  one  Cause  ...     736 

Juritidiction  of  the  Privy  Council— -Motion  to  print  Returns- 
Business  transacted  by  the  Judicial  Court  of  the  Privy 
Council  ...  •••  *  •••  •••         ...    736 

Poor  Law  (I  rdand)— Valuations — Motion  for  Returns— Poli- 
tical Designations  affixed  by  the  Valuators  •    738 

22.  The  Trial  of  the  Eari  of  Cardigan— Question— Notice  of  a 

Motion  relative  to  the  Privilege  of  the  Peen^  •••  763 

The  Chartists^Repeal  of  the  Union— Petition  763 

Relations  with  Persia — Alotion  lor  Papers  •••            •••  764 

Canada— Printing  Ordinances  •••            •••  —•        •••  776 

23.  Poor  Law— Commission — Petitions  •••  •••    854 

Enfranchisement  of  Copyhold —One  Bill  reported;    another 

put  off  for  Six  Months. ••  •••  ••  •••  857 

Destruction  of  Property  (Ireland)—  Bill  read  a  FirH  Time   ...  857 
Canada— Delay  in  Printing  Ordinances— Question  and  Expla- 
nation              •••                 •••                ...                 ...         •••  858 

Administration  of  Justice — Compensation— Question  •••  860 

25.  Petty  Sessions— A  Bill   to  regulate  Petty  Sessions  read  a 

Second  Time  •••  •••  •••  •••  1016 

Case  of  Mr.  Snow  Harris-Question  •••  1019 

26.  Copyhold  Enfranchisement  Bill^Appointing  the  Committee..^  1131 

AfirrcA  2.  Turnpike  Trusts— Question  •••  1205 

Church  of  Scotland— Qoastlon  •••  •••  ...  1206 

Services  in  Syria— Correction  of  an  Error  •••  ...  1210 

4.  Canadn— -Seminary    of  St.  Sulpico  ■  Petition — ^Notice  of    a 

Motion  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  1901 

5.  Church  of  Scotland— Notice  of  a  Motion— Qoestlon 1337 

Masquerades — Questions  •••  •••  «.•  1339 

Poor  Laws  (Ireland)— Motions  tor  Returns— Cloomel  Union    1344 


II.  Subjects  of  Debate  ik  the  House  of  Commons. 


•/an.  26.  Her  Majesty's  Speech— The  Address  —  Diaenssioii  on  the 

Eastern  Policy  •••  •••  •••  ...       38 

27.  Address— Rcfiort— Omission  from  the  Speech  of  all  Mention 

of  the  R4!|ical  Agitation  •••  •••  •••     117 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
1841.  Page 

Standing  Orders — P^itions — Propriety  of  nol  printing  Peti- 
tions which  may  be  libellous  ...  •••  ...     121 

Standing  Orders — ^Midnight  Sittings — Motion  not  to  begin 
new  Business  after  Midnight—Division  Lists^  &c.  ...     122 

Standing  Orders — Committees  on  Private  Bilk—Motion  to 
form  these  Committees  in  a  different  Manner,  Division 
liistSy  &c.  •••  •••  •••  •••     127 

Copyright — ^Motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill— Debate  Ad- 
journed    •••,  •••  •••  •••  •••     134 

Jan.  29.  Answer  to  the  Address  ••  •••  145 

Prince  Albert  and  Repeal—Question  •••  •••  145 

Copyright— Adjourned  Debate  resumed— Bill  read  a  First 

lime  •••  •••  •••  .••        •••  i4o 

Poor  Law  Commission — Leave  given  to  briog  in  a  Bill  to 

extend  the  Poor  Law  Commission  •••  •••  155 

F^.  2.  The  late  Mr.  Rickman — Announcement  by  the  Speaker        •••    181 

Prince  Albert  and  the  Repeal  Association — Question  and  Ex- 
planation t**  •••  •••  ••     181 

Administration  of  Justice— The  Court  of  Chancery — Leave 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  appoint  Two  New  Vice  Chan- 
cellors ;  also  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Appeal  Jurisdiction        •••     182 

East  and  West  India  Rum— Motion  for  a  Committee  on  the 
Customs  Acts— Equalisation  of  the  Duty  on  East  and  West 
India  Rum  •••  ...  •••  •••  •••    204 

Rmstration  of  Voters  in  Ireland  (Lord  Sunley's  Bill)  No.  1— 
L^ive  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill — ^Motion  to  adjourn  the  De« 
bate^  Division  Lists^  &c.  •••  •••  •••    220 

S.  The  late  Mr.  Rickman — ^Resolution  to  expiess  the  Sense  which 

the  House  entertained  of  his  Services  •••  •••    245 

4.  Standing  Ooders— Railway  Bill— Motion  to  alter  the  Standing 

Orders,  and  dlow  a  less  Deposit  before  beginning  Railways^ 

Division  Lists^  &C.  •••  •••  •••  •••     261 

Idolatry  in  India— Question  ••  •••  •••    271 

Registration  of  Voters    in  Ireland — ^The  Franchise — Leave 

given  to  bring  in  a  Bill— (Lord  Morpeth's  Bill)— No.  2.  ...  274 
Railways — Leave^ven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  subject  Railways 

to  Control  and  Regulation — ^First  Reading  •••         —    S12 

R^stration  of  Electors,  England — Leave  given  to  bring  in  a 

Bill  to  amend  the  Registration  Laws— BiU  read  a  First  Time  321 
South  Australiar— A  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 

State  of  the  Colony  ...  ...  ...    S24 

5.  Thanks  to  Admiral  Stopford— The  Officers  and  Men  of  the 

Syrian  Expedition — Receive  the  thanks  of  the  House  •••  S30 
Copyr^ht— Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  put  o£f  for  Six  Months, 

Division  Lists,  &c.  •••  •••  •••  •••  ^^1 

Medical  Reform— Bill  brought  in  and  read  a  first  time         •••  S6l 


8.  Royal  Message— Lord  Keane— Message  to  provide  for  Lord 

Keane  ...  •••  •••  •••         •••    ^^^ 

Mr.  M'Leod— United  States— Questions— Case  of  a  Gentle- 
man apprehended  in  the  United  States  for  the  Destruction 
of  the  Caroline  •••  •••  •••  •••    367 

Persia — Questions  as  to  our  Diplomatic  Relations  ••*     ^74 

Poor  Law  Commission— -Second  Readine  of  the  Bill — ^Amend- 
ment to  postpone  it  for  Six  Months,  Division  Lists,  &c.    •••     375 
Slavery  in  the  East  Indies — Question  «••  —     *56 

Texas— Question  •••  •••  —  •••    *56 

Mr,  M^Leod — Question  •••  —  —     *56 


I  • 


■'■ 


f    J '  •  ■  ■  ■  I     I'f  •  -^  •  ■  •  ^  f  i^'  -  r  • 

•1%  -    f^»«*  <-»*n  .r  '.if 

«  .fi  .  '  |<i  #•■*.!■..#*,■/.¥'   •,.!•#        f^.««t«     /;'•«*!     A     .K  1«P    :i     (     .iii 


•  f  ••• 


.'-c 


.f#  f  •.  iaf  '       I*-  "^  » 

■    .  ^  **■  • 

Vlfl*"^  V*   ^'^   /fi'lif  M'frri      M A ««,| III •«»?!«  rrt'rvM  in  f  «trrirr»i(l^^  ^V» 

Kf<l^w«7*      *lt>**tn^  UfnAiitp^  ttf  IM  Hill                   ...                        ...  ^i;;') 

f,^^fi'ff)9tpHthi§i  iff    liMfl'*^  11(11      IV^lfUfrnHfin          ...                 ...  fi20 

'  't9t»,tnf  lhtni'9     i'inil  ffifllff  lliifffff     MM|firt  iif  Um  ll^wilution  6'/^ 

l^tP/^Hhnftt*      II ^|MfM 'iM If*  r'fttittillf*«i                •••                   ...  '>3I 

ff,    llnnhh  f  litiffiM     MMtfilMiliifi  Ifi  N|f|i#itfil  N  r#iffirnUl«^ — liivijiion 

filiff"    ^*-                                                 '•«                       •••                    •••  0!U^J 

Tir^HltMlf  llf   f  llMtlMMl*       Mliflflll  ffM    l.linVfi  III    lirlllff    ill  A  Hill 

III  f  tfii-iili- I  ftffiltiMU  Im  lliNiU              ...                 •..                ••■  filH 
r»|iMifiitliiii  iif  I^Iki  lihM'iy     Mollfiii  rm  llif  M|i|Niliifmi*iil  (if  n 
I  •iiiihilHmi   Im   Iiii|mIim    ImIii    IIik   r«|iii||litiirr   itf    i'%|Nirllii|r 

I^Ihi  lltllniy                                                        !••                          t.t                         *••  fi70 

I  li»<  Nlfni  !•  •|«iiilMliiH     UiifKllniH    -Mill  Inn  ritv  I  'Mrvr«|NinilriHT  (ill'i 
llijii -IiiiMmii  mI    \  iili-m  (  Miiiiliiml)     IfiHiiri*  ||Ui*ii  In  Itrliig  in  a 

Hill                                                      ...                  ...                  ...  TOM 

t«i     i\Imimimii  Ml  III  Mil  Nhlnrv  ^nillli      IMniliiii  Mllhilmwii               •..  7(^fr 

li».i-«      Mnllun  II  IiIuIhim  M                 ...                     ...                       •••  70.? 

I  .iiKiilii      'iiiiiliiiiii  mI    M|    Niil|i|i'r     t^iirfllliiii            .«•               •••  TlX'i 

InliMi  III  till  ritiiiiilfi4     l^iimUiMi          ..•               .».                  •••  7^^* 

iMIi.iiiil  I  till  I  i«iiii«  iHiit«llti)     Uui^lton           ..■             •••  707 

t  nil  I  II  tllitM'll    I    ilpl  ll^^lll          Htll*«llll||                  ..•                           •••                               ***  t^^i 

I  ((iMntiip,  I  uMiltiiiiM*     Ml   .HiioH  lUriU— M«Mk«n  fitr  PA|icr9 

i.-iii  I  iMii^n  it«i*  liiirMilnH  of  Ml    .Hni«w  llArri«                     >..  707 

I  .Mi<tn  I  iMoiii««     I  i*^%v  H^^vH  \%%  l«iiiMl  tn  A  HiU                   ...  «*'.*.' 

\llii<H(«ii«  III  I  i«|i«r\<%iM  11^14      Uill  )«llUu>K  AH  cihI  tt«  \ht  LcaH* 

i\>i   I  Ni  M  \^'\%\  A  ih«<  \\\ss%'               .  >                  ••«                -•  •  •^' 


TABi^E  OF  CONTENTS 

J  84 1.  f'oge. 

Lord  Keane's  Annuity— -Bill  read  a  second  time  •••     72S 

Postage  of  Foreign  Parcels — Motion  for  Returns  ...     728 

Feb.  19.  Medical  Reform— Bill  withdrawn             .  •             ...  ...  742 

Colonel  Leicester — Question                ...                ...  ...  742 

Registration  of  Voters  (England) — Second  Reading  of  the 

Bill             •.•                 •••                 *••                 •••  •«.  743 

--"Turkey,  Syria,  and  Egypt — ^Production  of  Papers                 ...  759 
North  Eastern  Boundary — America — Question  as  to  the  Set- 
tlement of  a  Dispute  with  the  United  States       ...            ...  759 

Ecclesiastical  Courts— Question            ...             ...                 ...  761 

Voters  in  Corporations — ^Registration — Question                   ...  761 

Services  of  Lurd  Keane — Motion  for  Returns       ...            ...  762 

22.  Transmission  of  Parliamentary  Papers— Question  ...  776 

Colonel  Sioddart— Question             ...                •••  ...  777 

International  Copyright — Question        ...             •••  ...  777 

Switzei  land— Question                   ..•                •••  ...  778 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland] — Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
(No.  2) — ^Motion  to  put  o£f  the  Second  R^ing  for  six 

months — Debate  Adjourned            ...              •••  •«.  778 

2S.  Law  of  Evidence— Leave  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  ...  862 

Drainage  of  Lands — Leave  ^*ven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  ••.  862 

Turnp£e  Acts-»Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill            •••  »..  862 

Danish  Claims— <Order  of  the  Day  postponed        ...  ...  862 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland)— Adjourned  Debate  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  resumed— Debate  again  Ad- 
journed           •••               •.•                 •••              •••  ...  862 

2k  Poor«Law  Assistant  Commissioners— Question     ...  ...    940 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland) — Adjourned  Debate  on  the 
Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  resumed— Third  Night — Debate 
again  Adjourned  •••  ...  ...  ...     941 

25.  Collisions  at  Sea— Question— Case  of  the  Governor  Fenner  ...  1020 
Arms  (Ireland)— Question                ...                 ...                ...  1021 

Import  Duties — ^West  Indies — Question  ...  ...  1022 

County  Courts— Order  of  proceeding  with  the  Bill  ...  1022 

Punishment  of  Death— Question  as  to  proceeding  ...  1023 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland) — Acyoumed  Debate  resumed 

— Fourth  Day— Division  Lists,  &c.  ...  ...  1024 

26.  Turnpike  Trusts — Question  ..  ...  ...  1132 

County  Courts— Suspension  of  further  proceedings  with  all 

Private  Bills  on  the  subject  ...  ..,  ...  1132 

Lord  Keane's  Annuity — Committee  on  the  Bill — Amendment 

to  limit  it  to  one  life—Division  Lists,  &c.         ...  ...  1 133 

East-India  Rum — House  in  Committee  on  the  East-India 

Rum  Duties  Bill  •••  ...  ...  ...  1145 

Hull  Docks — ^Printing  Minutes  of  Evidence       ...  ...  1148 

Municipal   Councils— Bill   to    enable  them  to  raise  Money 

withdrawn  •.•  ...  •••  ...  1149 

March  I.  Capture  of  the  Caroline — Question        ...  ...  ...  1150 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland) — Committee  on  the  Bill  post- 
poned till  after  Easter  ...  •••  ...  1150 
Egypt  and  Syria — Returns  Ordered          •••             ...             ...  1156 

Post-Office  Revenue— Question         •••  •••  ...  1157 

Committee  of  Supply — Navy  Estimates — Supplementary  Votes 
for  the  Service  of  the  last  year — Expense  beyond  former 
Estimates — Division  Lists^  &c.  •••  ..•  •••  1158 

2.  Administration  of  Justice  (Scotland)— Motion  for  a  Commits 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS. 
1B41.  Page. 

tee  to   ioquire  ioto  the  Duties  of   the  Sheriff^Dt vision 
Lists,  Sec  •••  •»•  .-  ...  1210 

Majnooth — Motion  for  Leave  to  briog  in  a  Bill  to  Repeal  the 
Acts  for  Constituting  MaynooCh  College  •••  ...   1222 

March  3.  Copyright  of  Designs— Second  Reading  of  the  Bill              ...  1 274 
Constabulary^  Committee  on  a  Bill  put  off  for  six  months  •••  1296 
Punishment  of  Death — ^BiU  read  a  second  time                     ...  l^MX) 
County  Courts — Advance  from  the  Consolidated  Fimd— Reso- 
lution          •••            ...                •••                •••                ...  1300 

5.  Texas— Postponement  of  a  Motion  •«•  •..  , ,  1346 

Railways— Question  as  to  the  progress  of  the  Railway  Bill  ...  1346 

Lord  Keane's  Annuity — Report  on  the  Bill — Dhrision  Listo,  &c.  1 34S 

The  United  States— Mr.  M'Leod— Questions  •••  ...  1354 

Supply— Navy  Estimates-^-Steam  Ships— Syrian  Expeditioo- 

Canada  •••  •••  •••  ...  1355 

Supply — ^Army  Estimates— Statement  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

— ^Number  and  Employment  of  the  Troops,  &e.  •••  ...  1361 

The  Earl  of  Cardigan  ^  •••  ...  1394 

IIL    Lists  op  Divisions. 

Jan.  27.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  the  Question  not  to  enter  on  new 

Business  after  Midnight  •••  ...  ...     \25 

The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  Amending  the  Committee  on  Local 
Bills  •••  •••  —  •••  •••     134* 

The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  Leave  to  bring  In  the  Copyright  Bill    I54> 

Feb.  2.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  A4iouming  the  Debate  on  the  Mo- 
tion for  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  Amend  the  Registration 
of  Voters  in  Ireland  •••  •••  •••  ...    242 

4.  Tlie  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  the  Question  that  One  Tenth  stand 

part  of  the  Standing  Order  ooocemlng  Railways  ...    2S9 

5.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Copy- 

right Bill  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••    360 

S.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  the  Second  Raading  of  the  Poor- 
law  Commissioners  Bill  0**  •••  ...    451 

12.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  granting  2,0001.  to  Lord  Keane  for 

three  lives  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••    584 

16.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  the  Danish  Claims        ...  •••    646 

25.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Psriia. 

mentary  Voters  (Lord  Morpeth's)  Bill  (Irekod)  ...   1126 

26.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  granting  Lord  Keaoe*s  Annuity  for 

three  lives  in  Committee  •••  •••  ...  1144 

March  1.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  a  Vote  to  defray  the  excess  of  £x« 

peoditure  for  the  Navy  In  1840  ...  ^  1 192 

2.  The  Ayes  and  the  Noes  on  a  Motion  for  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  Duties  of  Sbertik  (Scotland)         ...  ...  122| 

5*  The  Ayes  and  the  Note  00  receiving  the  Report  of  Lord 

Keane's  Annuity        —  •••  •••  •  •  1 353 


ROTAL  SpBBCHBS. 
Jan.        On  Opeoiog  the  Session  •••  •••  •••  •••        1 


THE   MINISTRY. 


THE  CABINET. 


•  • 


Firit  Lord  of  ihe  Treasury  -----  Viscount  Melbourke. 

Lord  Chaocellor       -----..  Lord  Cottehham. 

President  of  the  Council     -     -     .     .     .  Marquess  of  Lansdowme. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty    -     -     -     -  Earl  of  Minto. 

Lord  Privy  Seal  and  Chancellor  of  the  I  v    i    t  n,  .«-w,^^^ 

Dochy  of  Lancaster     -     .     .    -     {  Earl  of  Claeemdok. 

First  Commissioner  of  Land  Revenue     -  Viscount  Duncannon. 

Home  Secretary  .-..-.-.  Marquess  of  Norm  am  by. 

Foreign  Secretary     -.-..--  Viscount  Palmerston. 

Colonial  Secretary    ----.-.  Lord  John  Russell. 

P««dent  of  the  Boanl  of  Control      -    -  /'^'eht    Hon.  Sir   Johh    Cam    Hob- 

1     house,  BarU 
Secwtary.at-War     -    .    -    -    -    -    -      f  Right  Hon.  Thomai  Babingtoh  Ma- 

'  J.       CAVLET. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  andl  «:  i..  a      ii_.,-„  i  ..»..»»..» 

Master  of  the  Mint      -    .    .    .    |  R'ght  Hon.  Hehrv  Labodchebe. 

Chapcellor  of  the  Exchequer  .    -    -    -  {^'fj;,?""'    ^**''"'   T„oBi,HitL 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland     ...    -  Viscount  Morpeth. 

NOT  OF  THE  CABINET. 

Pottmaster-Oeneral  .-•-...  Earl  of  Lichfield. 

Vice  Preatdent  of  the  9oard  of  Trade    -  Right  Hon.  Richard  Lalor  Sheil. 

Paymaster-General   .---.--  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Park  ell,  Bart. 

Master  General  of  the  Ordnance  -    -    .  Right  Hon.  Sir  R.  H.  Vivian,  Bart. 

Attorney-General      ...--.-  Sir  John  Campbell. 

Solicitor-General  - --Sir  Thomas  Wilde, 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant  -..-..-.  Viscount  Ebrinotok. 

Lord  Chancellor  ...---..  Lord  Plunkett. 

Chief  Secretary  •-.----.  Viscount  Morpeth 

Attorney-General Right  Hon.  David  Richard  Pioot. 

Solicitor-Genera)      .-.-...  Richard  Moore,  Esq. 

SCOTLAND. 

Lord  Advocate    ---...--  Andrew  Rutiierfurd,  Esq. 

Solicitor-General   - .--  Thomas  Maitland,  Esq. 

HOUSEHOLD  APPOINTMENTS. 

Lord  Chamberlain     --...--  Earl  of  Uxbridqb. 

Lord  Steward      ........  Earl  of  Errol. 

Master  of  the  Horse      ....--  Earl  of  Albemarli 

VOL  LVI.    {JSSi}  b 
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His  Royal  Highness  Erkest  Ai^oustus 
Duke  of  CuMBP.RLAND  and  Teviot- 
dale.     CKittg  of  Hunover.j 

Hit  Royal  Hitchness  AuoutTVt  Fred- 
erick Duke  cif  Sussex. 

His  Royal  Highness  Adolpuus  Fred- 
ERICK  Duke  of  Cambridge. 

William  Archbishop  of  Cakterburt. 

Charles  Christopher  Lord  Cotten- 
ham.  Lord  Chancellor 

Edward  Archbishop  of  York. 

John  George  Archbishop  of  Armagh. 

Hbhet  Marquess  of  Lansdowhb^  Lord 
Preiident  of  the  Council, 

George  William  Frederick  Earl  of 

Clarbvdon,  Lord  Prwy  Seal. 

Bernard  Edward  Duke  of  Norfolk^ 
Earl  Marshal  of  England. 

Edward  Adolphus  Duka  of  Somirsbt. 

Charles  Duke  of  Richmond. 

Oeorob  Henry  Duke  of  Orapton. 

Henrt  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

William  Aubrey  de  Verb  Duke  of 
St.  Alban's. 

Francis  Godolphin  D'Arcy  Duke  of 
Leeds. 

Francis  Duka   of  Bedford.     (Lord 

HomUmdn) 
William  Spencer  Dnk6  of  Deton- 

8HIRE. 

George  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
John  Henry  Duke  of  Rutland. 


Alexander  Duke  of  Brandon,  flhike 

of  Hamilton  and  Brandon  ) 
William  Henry  Cavendish  Duke  df 

Portland. 

William  Duke  of  Manchester. 

Charles  Duka  of  Dorset. 

Henry  Pelham  Duke  of  Newcastle. 

Hugh  Duke  of  Northumberland. 

Arthur  Duka  of  Wellington. 

Richard  Plantagenet  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham and  Chandos. 

George  Granville  Duke  of  Suther- 
land. 

William  HaRrt  Duke  of  Cleveland. 

Charles  Inooldebt  Marqueas  of 
Winchester, 

George    Marquess     of     Tweeddale. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Henry  Marquess  of  Lansdownr.    (/h 

another  place  as  Ijord  President  of  the 
Council,) 

George    Ferrars    Marquesa   Towva- 

HEND. 

James  Brownlow  AVilliam  Marqueaa 
of  Salibbury. 

John  Alexander  Marqueas  of  Bath. 

James  Marquesa  of  Abercorn. 

Francis  Charleb  Marquess  of  Hert- 
ford. 

John  Marqueaa  of  Bute. 

William  Marqaesa  of  Tmomowd.  (Lord 
Tadeaster)  (Elected  for  trekmL) 

Brownlow  Marqueaa  of  Exrtrr. 


THE  LORDS'    RaLLr 


Sfbncsb  Joshua  Alwtkb  Marquess  of 

NORTBAMPTON. 

Gboeob  Charles  Marquess  Camden. 
(Lord  Camden  qf  Camden  Place.) 

Henry  William  Marq.  of  Anglesey. 

George  Horatio  Marquess  of  Chol- 

MONDXLEY. 

George  Augustus  Francis  Marquess 
of  Hastings. 

Charles  Marquess  of  Ailesbury. 

George    Thomas    John  Marquess  of 
WEaTMEATH.     ( Elected  f Of  Ireland.) 

Frederick     William     Marquess     of 
Bristol. 

Archibald  Marquess  of  Ails  a* 

JoRir  Marquess  of  Breadalbane. 

Robert  Marquess  of  Westminster. 

CoNSTANTiNE  Henby  Marquessof  NoR- 

MANBY. 

JoHB  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Edward  Earl  of  Derby. 

Francis  Thbofhilub  Henry   Earl  of 

HUKTINODOV. 

Robert  Henry  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Earl  of  Devon. 

Thomab  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berk- 
shire. 

William  Basil  Percy  Earl  of  Den- 
bigh. 

John  Earl  of  Westmoreland. 

George    Augustus    Frederick  Al- 
bemarle Earl  of  LiNDSEY. 

.George  Harry  Earl  of  Stamford  and 
Warrington. 

George  William  Earl  of  Winchilsea 
and  Nottingham. 

George  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 

Henry  Earl  of  Thanet. 

John  William  Earl  of  Sandwich. 

Arthur  Algernon  Earl  of  Essex. 

James  Thomas  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

George  Earl  of  Carlisle. 

Walter  Francis  Earl  of  Doncaster. 
(Duke  ofBtLCcleuck  and  Queensberry,) 

Cropley  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

•*- Earl  of  Berkeley. 

Montagub  Earl  of  Abingdon. 

Henry  Earl  of  Plymouth. 

John  Savilb  Bar)  of  Scarborough. 


William  Charles  Earl  of  Albbmarlb 

George  William  Earl  of  Coventry. 

George  Earl  of  Jersey. 

John  Earl  Poulett. 

George  Sholto  Earl  of  Morton 
{Elected  for  Scotland:) 

Alexander  Earl  of  Home.  {Elected 
for  Scotland,) 

Thomas  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Kincar- 
dine {Elected  for  Scotland.) 

David  Earl  of  Airlie.  (Elected  for 
Scotland.) 

David  Earl  of  Lbven  and  Melville. 
{Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Dunbar  James  Earl  of  Selkirk. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Thomas  John  Hamilton  Earl  of  Ork- 
ney. {Elected  for  Scotland.), 

Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Earl 
Mortimer. 

Washington  Earl  Ferrers. 

William  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Charles  Augustus  Earl  of  Tanker- 

VILLE.  V 

Heneage  Earl  of  Aylesford. 

George  Augustus  Earl  Cowper. 

Philip  Henry  Earl  Stanhope. 

Robert  Earl  of  Harborougii. 

George  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 

George  William  Richard  Earl  of 
Pomfret. 

James  Earl  Graham.  {Duke  qf  MoA^ 
trose.) 

George  Edward  Earl  Waldegrave. 

Bertram  Earl  of  Ashburniiam. 

Charles  Earl  of  Harrington. 

John  Charles  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

Henry  Richard  Earl  Brooke  and 
Earl  of  Warwick. 

George  Robert  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
shire. 

Charles  William  Earl  Fit2william. 

George  Earl  of  Egremont. 

Francis  Earl  of  Guilford. 

James  Earl  Cornwallis. 

Charles  Philip  Earlof  Hardwicke. 

Henry  Stephen  Earl  of  Ilchester. 

George  John  Earl  Db  Lawarh. 

William  Earl  of  Radnor. 

John  Charles  Earl  Spencer. 

Henry  George  Earl  Bathurst. 
b  2 


Arthua  Bluvdill  Sah  dysTrvmbull 

Earl  of  Hillsborough.     {Marqueu 
of  Downshire.) 

George  William  Frederick  Earl  of 

Clarendon.  (Jn  another  place  an  Lord 
Privy  Seal,) 

Henry  Earl  of  Abergavenny. 

Charles  Cuetwynd  Earl  Talbot. 

John  Earl  Strange.     (Duke  ofAthol.) 

Ernest    Augustus   Earl     of    Mount 

Edoecumbe. 

Hugh  Earl  Fortescus. 

Edward  Earl  of  Dioby. 

George  Earl  of  Beverley. 

David  William  Earl  of  Mansfield. 

Henry  John  George  Earl  of  Carnar- 
von. 

CHARLEsCECiLCopsEarl  of  Liverpool. 

George  Earl  Cadogan. 

James  Edward  Earl  of  Malmesbury. 

Francis  William  Earlof  Charlemont* 
{Lord  Charlemont.)  (Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 

Stephen    Earl    of   Mount    Cash  ell. 

(Elected  for  Ireland,) 

John  Earl  of  Mayo.  (Elected  for 
Ireland,) 

William  Earl  of  Wicklow.  (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Georob  Charles  Earl  of  Lucan. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Somerset  Lowry  Earl  of  Belmore. 
(Elected  for  Ireland,) 

Charles HenrySt.  John  Earl 0*Neill. 
(Elected for  Ireland.) 

James  Earl  of  Bandon.  (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Jambs  Alexander  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 
William  Earl  of  Craven. 
Arthur  George  Earl  of  Onslow. 
Charles  Earl  of  Romnet. 
Hbnry  Thomas  Earl  of  Chichester. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Wilton. 

Edmund  Henry  Earl  of  Limerick. 
(LordFo^ford.)  (Elected  for  Ireland,) 

Edward  Earl  of  Powis. 

Horatio  Earl  Nelson. 

Archibald  Earl  of  Gosford.  (Lord 
Warlmgham.J    (Elected for  Ireland.) 

Lawrence  Earl  of  Rotss.  (Elected for 
trekmd.) 


TRB  LORDg'  ROLL 

Charles  William  Earl  of  CHAmtt* 
VI LLE.    (Elected  for  IrdeauL) 

Charles  Herbert  Earl  MAVTims. 

Horatio  Earl  of  Orford. 

Charles  Earl  Grey. 

William  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

Dudley  Earl  of  Harrowby. 

Henry  Earl  of  Ha REwooD* 

Gilbert  Earl  of  Minto. 

William  Schaw  Earl  Catucart. 

James  Walter  Earl  of  Verulam. 

John  Earl  Brownlow. 

William  Earl  of  Saint  Germans. 

Edmund  Earl  of  Morlet. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Hbmry 

Earl  of  Bradford. 

John  Reginald  Earl  Bbauchamp. 

Richard  Earl  of  Glenoall.    (Sleeted 
for  Ireland.) 

Thomas  Philip  Earl  de  Grey. 

John  Earl  of  Eldon. 

Edward  Earl  of  Falmouth. 

Richard  William  Penk  Earl  Howk. 

John  Somers  Earl  Sombrs. 

John   Edward  Cornwallis    Earl   of 
Stradbroke. 

Windham  Hbnry  Earl  of  Duwravbv 

{Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Charles  William  Earl  Vane.     (Mar- 
queu of  Londomderrf,) 

William  Pitt  Earl  Amherst. 

John  Frederick  Earl  Cawdor. 

George  Earl  of  Munstbr. 

William  Earl  of  Burlington. 

Robert  Earl  of  Campbrdown  . 

Thomas  William  Earl  of  Lichfield. 

George  Fredkrick  D'Arcy    Earl    of 

Durham. 

Frederick  John  Earlof  Ripon. 

Granville  Earl  Granville. 

Kenneth     Albiander    Earl    of    Ef- 

FINOMAM. 

Hbnry  George  Francis  Earlof  Ducii. 

Charles  Earl  of  Yarborouob. 

Jamus  Henry  Robert  Earl  Ivveb. 
{DukeofRoxlmrifke.) 

Thomas  William  Eail  of  Lricbstbr. 

William  Earl  of  Lovelace. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Zetland. 

I  George  Earl  of  Avcklavd. 


THE  LOR 

IIevrt  Vitcoaot  Hbreford. 

John  ViBoottnt  Arbutrkott.    (Elected 
for  ScBtland.) 

James  Viscount  Strathallan.  (Elected 
for  Scotland.) 

Henry  Viscount  Bolingbroke  and  St. 
John. 

George  Viscount  Torrington. 

Augustus  Frederick  Viscount  Lein- 
STER.  (Duke  of  Leinster.) 

Henry  Viscount  Maynard. 

John  Robert  Viscount  Sydney. 

Samuel  Viscount  Hood. 

John  Viscount  De  Vesci.    (Elected  for 
Ireland,) 

Hatss  Viscount  Doneraile.     (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

CoRNWALLis     Viscount     Ha  warden. 
(Elected  for  Ireland,) 

Edward  Jervis  Viscount  St.  Vincent. 

Robert  Viscount  Melville. 

Henry  Viscount  Sidmoutu. 

Robert    Edward    Viscount    Lorton. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Warwick  Viscount  Lake. 

George  Viscount  Gordon.    (Earl  of 
Aberdeen.) 

Edward  Viscount  Exmouth. 

CirARLES  Viscount  Gort.     (Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

John     Hely    Viscount     Hutchinson. 
(Earl  of  Donoughmore.J 

William  Carr  Viscount  Beresford. 

William  THOMAsViscount  Clan  cart  y. 
(Earl  of  Clancarty.) 

Stapleton  Viscount  Combermere. 

Charles  John  Viscount  Canning. 

Charles  Viscount  Canterbury, 

John  Viscount  Ponsonby. 

Charles  James  Bishop  of  London. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Durham. 

Chas.  Richard  Bishop  of  Winchester. 

Georgb  Henry  Bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells. 

John  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
William  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph. 
CfiRisTOPHER  Bishop  of  Bangor. 
Robert  James  Bishop  of  Worcester. 
HiToB  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 
George  Bishop  of  Rochester. 


DS'  ROLL. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Llandaff* 

John  Bird  Bishop  of  Chester. 

Richard  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

James  Henry  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 
and  Bristol. 

Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter. 

Joseph  Bishop  of  Ely. 

Charles  Thomas  Bishop  of  Ripon. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 

Edward  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

Thomas  Bishop  of  Hereford. 

George  Bishop  of  Peterborough. 

James  Bishop  of  Lichfield. 

CoNNOP  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 

Philip  Nicholas  Bishop  of  Chiches 

TER. 

Ludlow  Bishop  of  Killaloe  and  Clon- 
feut. 

George  Bishop  of  Kilmore. 

Robert  Ponsonby  Bishop  of  Clogher. 

William  George  Lord  Kilmarnock, 
(Earl  ofErroll)  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Household, 

Henry  Lord  Paget,  Lord  Chamberlain 
of  the  Household. 

William  Lennox  Lascelles  Lord 
De  Ros. 

George  Edward  Lord  Audley. 

Peter  Robert  Lord  Willoughby 
D'Eresby. 

Thomas  Lord  Dacre. 

Charles  Rodolph  Lord  Clinton. 

Thomas  Lord  Camoys. 

Thomas  Miles  Lord  Beaumont. 

William  Ix)rd  Stourton. 

Henry  Lord  Berners. 

Henry  Peyto  Lord  Willoughby  De 
Broke. 

George  Lord  Vaux,  of  Harrowden. 

Henry  Lord  Paget.     (In  anotherplace 
as  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Household.  J 

St.  Andrew  Beauchamp  Lord  St. 
John  of  Bletso. 

Charles  Augustus  Lord  Howard  de 
Walden. 

George  Harry  Lord  Grey  of  Groby. 

William  Francis  Henry  Lord  Petre. 

Gregory  William  Lord  Saye  and 
Sele. 

Henry  Benedict  Lord  Arundell  of 
1     Wardour. 


THE    LORDS    ROLL. 


John  Lord  Clifton.  (Earlof  DarnUy,) 
Joseph  Thaddeus  Lord  Doumer. 
Henry  Francis  Lord  Teyniiam. 
Qeoroe  William  Lord  Stafford. 
George  Anson  Lord  Byron. 
William  Lord  Ward, 
Hugh    Charles    Lord    Clifford    of 

CUUDLEIGII. 

Francis  Lord  How  land,  ^tn  another 
place  as  Duke  of  Bedford,) 

James  Ochoncar  Lord  Forbes.  (Electe 
for  Scotland,) 

Alexander    George    Lord  Saltoun. 
(Elected  for  Scotland.) 

Francis    Lord    Gray.      (Elected   for 
Scotland,) 

Charles  Lord  Sinclair.    (Elected for 
Scotland,) 

John    Lord     Colville    of     Culross. 
(Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Eric  Lord  Re  ay.  (Elected  for  Scotland,) 

Edmund  Lord  Boyle.     (Earl  of  Cork 
and  Orrery,) 

Thomas  Robert  Lord  Hay.     (Earl  of 
KinnouL) 

Dig  BY  Lord  Middlbton. 

Frederick  John  Lord  Monson. 

Henry  Lord  Montfort. 

George  William    Frederick    Lord 

Brucb. 
Hugh  Lord  FoRTEscuBof  Castle  Hill. 
Frederick  Lord  Ponsonby.     (Earl  of 

Betsborougk.) 

George  John  Lord  Sondes. 
Nathaniel  Lord  Scarsdale. 
George  Lord  Boston. 
Henry  Edward  Lord  Holland. 
HtNRT  Frederick  John  James  Lord 

Lovell    and   Holland.     (Earl  of 

Egnumi.) 
George  John  Lord  Vernon. 
Gborgr   Charles   Lord    Camorn    of 

Camden   Place,   fm  another  phci 

Of  Marqueu  Camden.) 

John  Douglass  Edward  Heny  Lord 
SuNDRiDGE.     (Duke  of  Argyll,) 

Edward  William  Lord  Hawke. 

Thomas  Henry  Lord  Foley. 

George  Talbot  Lord  Dynevor. 

Thomas  Lord  Walsinoham. 

William  Lord  Bagot. 

Charles  Lord  Southampton* 


Fletcher  Lord  Graittley. 
George  Lord  Rodney. 
John  Lord  Carteret. 
William  Lord  Berwick. 
John  Lord  Sherborne. 
Henry   James  Lord   Montagu. 

Henry    Lord  Tyrone.     (Marquess  qf 

Waterford,) 
Hen.  Lord Carletok.  (Earlof  Shannon.) 
Edward  Lord  Suppield. 
Guy  Lord  Dorchester. 
George  Lord  Kenyon. 
Richard  Lord  Braybrooke. 

George  Augustus  Lord  Fjsherwick. 
(Marquess  of  DonegcU,) 

Archibald  Lord  Douglas  of  Douglas. 

Henry  Hall  Lord  Gage.  (Viic.Gage.) 

Edward  Thomas  Lord  Thvrlow. 

George  William  Lord  Lyttleton. 

HENRYLordMENDip.  (  ViscountClifden.) 

Francis     Lord     Stuart    of    Castle 
Stuart.     (Earl  of  Moray.) 

Randolph  Lord  Stewart  of  Garlies 
(Earl  of  Oallaway,) 
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(Earl  of  ErrolLj  {In  another  place 
as  Lord  Stetvard  of  the  Household,) 
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Charles  Christopher  Lord  Cotter- 
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(Earl  qf  Kintore.) 
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1A^^. ^According  to  tlie  Usage  of  Parliament,  when  the  House  appoints  a  Select 
Committee^  the  Lords  appointed  to  serve  upon  it  are  named  in  the  Order  qfthok 
Bonk,  beginning  with  the  Highest ;  and  so,  when  the  House  sends  a  CdmmiiUe 
to  a  Conference  with  the  Commons,  the  Lord  highest  in  Rank  is  called  Jlrst,  mnd 
the  rest  go  forth  in  like  Order :  But  when  the  Whole  House  is  called  over  for  em^ 
Purpose  within  the  House,  or  for  the  Purpose  of  proceeding  forth  to  Westtnmster 
HaU,  or  upon  ang  pubUe  Solemnitg,  the  Call  begms  uwariaUg  with  tk$ 
Barmu 
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Charles(Brudenel]  Brace) 
Lord  E.  A.  C.  B.  Brucei 
Henry  Bingham  Baring. 
Marlow  (Great). 
Thomas  Peers  Williams, 
Sir  Will.  Rob.  Clayton,  bt. 

Marylebone. 
Rt«  bon.  Charles  John  Lord 

Teignmouth, 
Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  U. 


{COMMONS} 

Merionethshire. 
Richard  Richards. 

Merthyr  Tydvil. 
Sir  Josiah  John  Guest,  bt. 

Middlesex. 
George  Byng, 
Thomas  Wood. 

Midhurst. 
Hon.  Frederick  Spencer. 

Monmouth. 
Reginald  James  Blewitt. 
Monmouthshire. 
Rt.  hon.  Granville  Charles 
Henry   (Somerset)   Lord 
G.  C.  H.  Somerset, 

Montgomery. 
Sir  John  Edwardes,  bt. 

Montgomeryshire. 
Rt.  hon.  Charles  W.  W. 
Wynn. 

Morpeth. 
Hon.     Edward     Granville 
George  Howard. 
New  ark-upon -Trent. 
Wm.  Ewart  Gladstone, 
Sir  Thomas  Wilde,  knt. 

Newcastle-under- 
Lyme. 
William  Henry  Miller, 
Spencer  Horsey  de  Horsey. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
John  Hodgson  Hinde, 
William  Ord. 

Newport. 
John  Heywood  Hawkins, 
William  John  Blake. 

Norfolk. 

{Eastern  Dwition.) 
Edmund  Wodehouse, 
Henry  Negus  Burroughes. 

{fVestem  Divition.) 
William  Bagge, 
Will.  Lyde  Wiggett  Chute. 

Northallerton. 
Will.  Battie  Wrightson. 

Northampton. 
Robert  Vernon  Smith, 
Raikes  Currie. 

Northamptonshire. 

{Northern  Diviiion.) 
Hon.  George  James  (Finch 

Hatton)  vise.  Maidstone, 
Thomas  Philip  Maunaell. 

{Southern  Diviiion.) 
WUIiam  Ralph  Cartwriffht, 
Sir  Cbarha  Knightley,  bc 


MetiibeH. 

Northumberland. 

{Northern  Division,) 
Rt     hon.    Henry    (Grey) 

▼iscount  Howick, 
Hon.  Charles(Bennett)  Lord 

Ossulston. 

{Southern  Division,) 
Matthew  Bell, 
Christopher  Blackett. 

Norwich. 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Hon.  Afthur  (Wellesley) 
Marquess  of  Dooro. 
Nottingham. 
Sir  Ronald  Crawford  Fer- 
guson, G.C.B., 
Rt.    bon.    Sir  John  Caaa 
Hobhooee,  bt. 
Nottinghamshirb« 
{Northern  Division.) 
Henry  Gaily  Knight, 
Thomas  Houldsworth. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Hon.     enry  Pelham  (Fien- 
nes  Pelham  ClintOD)Earl 
of  Lincoln, 
Lancelot  Rolleston. 
Oldham. 
John  Fielden, 
William  Augustus  Johnson. 

Oxford  (Citt.) 
Donald  Maclean, 
WUIiam  Erie. 

Oxfordshire. 
George  Grantille  Harcourt 
Thos.  A.  W.  Parker, 
Hon.     Montague    (Bertie) 

Lord  Norreys. 
Oxford  ^University.) 
Thomas  Grimston  Bucknall 

Estcourt, 
Sir  Robert  Harry  Inglis,  bt . 

Pembroke. 
Rt  hon.  Sir  Jas.  Rob.  Geo. 
Graham,  bt. 

Pembrokeshire. 
Sir  John  Owen,  bt. 
Pbnrtw  and  Falmouth. 
Edward  John  Hutchins, 
Janet  WilliRoi  Freah6eld. 

PeTERBOROI'OH. 

Sir  Robert  Heron,  bt, 
John  Nicholas  Fazmkerley. 

Petersfield. 
Comthwmite  John  Hector. 

Pltmoutu. 
Thomas  Bewet, 
John 


lUiof 

Po»Tl»&ACT. 

Richard  Monckton  Miinei, 
William  Massey  Stanley. 

Poole. 
Hoo.  Charles  F.  A.  C.  Poii- 

sonby, 
George  Richard  Philips. 

POETSMOUTH. 

Sir  Geo.  Thomas  Staun- 
ton, bt., 

Rt.  Hon.  Francis  llioruhill 
Baring. 

Preston. 
Sir  Peter  Heskeih   Fleet- 

wood,  bt., 
Robert  Townley  Parker. 

Radnor  (New.) 
Richftitl  Price. 

Radnorshire. 
Sir  John  Benn  Walsh,  bt. 

Reading. 
Tliomas  Noon  Talfourd, 
Charles  Fyshe  Palmer. 

Reigate. 

Retford  (East.) 

Granfille  Harcourt  Vemon, 
Hon.  Arthur  Duncombe. 

Richmond. 
Hon.  Sir  Robert  Lawrence 
DundaSy  k.  c.  b., 

RiPON. 

Thomas  Pemberton, 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  Edward  Bur- 
tenshaw  Sugden,  knt. 

Rochdale. 
John  Fenton. 

Rochester. 
Ralph  Bernal, 
Thos.  Benjamin  Hobhouse. 

Rutlandshire. 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote,  bt. 
Hon.  Charles  George  Noel. 

Rye. 
Thos.  Gibbon  Moneypenny. 

St.  Alban's. 
Hon.     Edward     Harboitle 

Grimstony 
George  Alfred  Muskett. 

St.  Ives. 
Williau)  Tyringbam  Praed. 

Salvord. 
Joseph  Brotherton. 
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Salisbury. 
William  Bird  Brodie, 
Wadhara  Wyndham. 

Salop,  or  Shropshire. 

{Northern  Division.) 
Sir  Rowland  Hill,  bt., 
William  Orrosby  Gore. 

{Southern  Division,) 
Hon.  Robert  Henry  Clive, 
Hon.  Henry  (Vane)  Earl  of 
Darlington. 

Sandwich. 
Sir  Edw.  T.  Troubridge,  bt.. 
Sir  Rufane  Shaw  Donkin, 

K  .  C  B. 

Scarborough. 
Sir  Fred.  Win.  Trench, knt., 
Sir  Thos.  Charles  Style,  bt. 

Shaftesbury. 
Geo.  Benvenuto  Mathew. 

Sheffield. 
John  Parker, 
Henry  George  Ward. 

Shields  (South.) 
Robert  Ingham. 

Shoreham  (New.) 
Sir  Chas.  Merrick  Burreli, 

bt., 
Harry  Dent  Goring. 

Shrewsbury. 
Sir  Richard  Jenkins,  g.c.b., 
Robert  Aglionby  Slaney. 

Somersetshire. 

{Eastern  Division.) 
William  Gore  Langton, 
William  Miles. 

{Western  Divtsion^\ 
Edward  Ayshford  Sanford. 
Thomas  Dyke  Acland. 

Southampton. 
Abel  Rous  Dottin, 
Hon.  Adam  (Duncan)  visct. 
Duncan. 

SOUTHWARK. 

John  Humphery, 
Benjamin  Wood. 

Stafford. 
Wm.  Fawkener  Chetwynd, 
Robert  Farrand. 

Staffordshire. 

{Northern  Division,) 

Edward  Buller, 

Hon.     William     Bingham 

Baring. 

{Southern  D  ivision .) 

Hn.  Henry  John  (Chetwynd 

Talbot)  vise.  Ingestrie,     I 
Hon.  George  Anson. 


Mimheti. 

Stamford. 
Sir  George  Clerk,  bt., 
Hon.Chas.Cecil  John  (Man. 
ners)  Marquessof  Granby. 
Stockport. 
Thomas  Marsland, 
Henry  Marsland. 

Stoke-upon-Trent. 
John  Davenport, 
William  Taylor  Copeland. 

Stroud. 
Rt.    hon.    John   (Russell) 

Lord  John  Russell, 
George  Poulett  Scrope. 

Sudbury. 
Joseph  Bailey. 
George  Tom  line. 
Suffolk. 
{Western  Division.) 
Robert  Rushbroke, 
Harry   Spencer  Wadding- 
ton. 

{Eastern  Division.) 
Rt.  hon.  John   Lord  Hen- 

niker. 
Sir    Charles    Broke  Yere, 

K.C  B. 

Sunderland. 
William  Thompson, 
Andrew  White. 

*    Surrey. 
(EaUem  Division.) 

Henry  Kemble. 

(  Western  Division.) 
William  Joseph  Denison, 
John  Trotter. 

Sussex. 

{Eastern  Division.) 

Hon.     Charles      Compton 

Cavendish, 
George  Darby. 

{Western  Division.) 
Hon.  John  George  (Lennox) 

Lord  J.  G.  Lennox, 
Rt.    Hon.  Henry   Charles 
(Howard),  Earl  of  Surrey. 
Swansea. 
John  Henry  Vivian. 
Tamworth. 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel,bt., 
Edward  Henry  A'Court. 

Taunton. 
Rt.  hon.  Henry  Labouchere, 
Edward  Thos.  Bainbridge. 

Tavistock. 
Hon.    William    (Russell) 
Marquess  of  Tavistock. 
John  Rundle. 


Tewkesbury. 
William  Dowdeswell, 
John  Martin. 

Thbtford. 
Hon.  Henry(Fit2roy)  Earl  of 

Euston, 
Hon.  Francis  Baring. 

TlIIRSK. 

Sir  Samuel  Crompton,  bt. 

Tiverton. 
John  Heathcoaty 
Rt.    hon.      Henry     John 
Viscount  Palmerston. 

TOTNESS. 

Hon.    Edward    Adolphus 
(Seymour)Lord  Seymour, 
Charles  Barry  Baldwin. 
Tower  Hamlets. 
William  Clay. 
Rt   boo.    Stephen    Lush- 
ington, 

Truro. 
John  Ennis  Vivian^ 
Edmund  Turner. 

Ttnemoutu. 
Sir  Charles  Edward  Grey, 
knt. 

Wakefield. 
Hod.  William  Saunders  Se- 
bright Lascelles. 
Wallinoford. 
William    Seymour    Black- 
stone* 

Walsall* 

Wareham. 
John  Hales  CalcrafL 
Warrington. 
John  Ireland  Blackburn. 

Warwick. 
Sir  Chas.  E.  Douglas,  knt., 
William  Collins. 
Warwickshire. 
(iVbrMem  Diviiion,) 
Sir  J.  Eardley  Wilmot,  bt., 
William  Stratford  Dugdale. 

(Southern  Division.) 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  bt, 
Efelyn  John  Shirley. 

Wells. 
Richard  Blakeroore, 
Wm.  Goodenough  Hayter. 

Wen  lock. 
Hon.  George  Cecil  Weld 

Forester, 
James  M lines  Gaskell. 

WEtTBUHY. 

John  Ivatt  Briscoe. 
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Westminster. 
Sir  De  Lacy  Evans,  k.c.b., 
John  Temple  Leader. 

Westmoreland. 
Rt.  hon.  William  (Lowther) 

Viscount  Lowther, 
Hon.  Henry  Cecil  Lowther. 

Weymouth  and  Mel- 
combe  Regis. 
Hon.    Geo.    Aug.    Fred. 
(Villiers)  Vise.  Villiers, 
George  William  Hope. 

Wiiitbt. 
Aaron  Chapman. 

Whitehaven. 
Matthias  Attwood. 

WiGAN. 

Charles  Standish, 
William  Ewart. 

Wight,  (Isle  of.) 
Hon.  William  Henry  Ashe 
A'Court  Holmes. 

Wilton. 
Edward  Baker. 

Wiltshire. 
(Northern  Division.) 
Walter  Lon^ 
Sir  Francis  Durdett,  bt. 
(Southern  Division.) 
John  Benett, 
Hon.  Sidney  Herbert. 

Winchester. 
Paulett  St.  John  Mildmay, 
James  BuUer  East, 

Windsor. 
John  Ramsbottom, 
Robert  Gordon. 

Woodstock. 
Frederic  Thesiger. 

WOLVERHAMFTON. 

Thomas  Thomeley, 
Hon.  Charles  Pelham  Vi|. 
licrs. 

Worcester. 
Thomas  Henry  H.  Davies, 
Joseph  Bailey. 

Worcestershire. 

(Eastern  Division.) 
Sir  Horace  St.  Paul,  bt. 
John  Barneby. 

(Western  Division.) 
Hon.  Henry  B.  Lygon, 
Henry  Jeffreys  Winuington. 

Wycombe  (Chipping.) 
George  Robert  Smith, 
George  Henry  Dasbwood. 


Mimbifs^ 

Yarmouth.    (Great) 
Charles  Edward  Ramboldi 
William  WiUheie. 

York. 
John  Henry  Lowther, 
Hon.  John  Chas.  Dundas. 

Yorkshire. 
(North  Riding.) 

Hon.  Wm.  Duncombe, 

Edward  S.  Cayley. 
(East  Riding.) 

Richard  Bethell, 

Henrv  Broadley. 

'  (West  Ridina.) 

Rt.  hon.  Geo.  Will.  Fred. 
(Howard)  Viscount  Mor- 
peth, 

Sir  George  Strickland,  bt. 


SCOTLAND. 

Aberdeen. 
Alexander  Bannerman. 
Aberdeenshire. 
Hon.  Wm.  Gordon. 
Argyleshire. 
Walter  Fred.  Campbell. 

Ayr,  &c. 
Hon.  Patrick  James  Herbert 
(Crichton  Stuart)   Lord 
P.  J.  H.  C.  Stuart. 
Ayrshire. 
Hon.  James  (Carr  Boyle) 
Viscount  Kelbome. 
Banfshire. 
James  Doff. 

Berwickshire, 

Sir    Hugh    Purvis    Home 

Campbell,  bt. 

Buteshire. 

Rt.  hon.  Sir  Will.  Rae,  U. 

Caithnrss-shire. 
Sir  George  Sinclair,  bt. 

Clackmannan  and 

KiNROS-SHIRES. 

Sir  Charles  Adam,  k.c.b. 

Cupar,  4rc. 
Edward  EUict. 

Dumbartonshire. 
Sir  James  Colquhoun,  bt. 

Dumfries,  Ac. 

Matthew  Sharpe. 

Dumfries-shirf.. 
John  James  H.  Johnstone. 

Dundrb. 
Rt.    hon.  Sir   Henry  Par- 
nell,  U. 


UUqf 

Dtsabt,  &c. 

EDIHBt7B0H. 

Sir  John  Campbell,  knt., 
Rt.  hoQ.  Thomas  Babing- 
ton  Macauley. 
Edinburghshire. 
William  Gibson  Craig. 

Elgin,  &c« 
Hon.  Fos  Maule. 

Elginshire  and  Nairne. 
Charles  Lennox  Cumming 
Bruce. 

Fifeshire. 
James  Erskine  Wemyss. 

Forfarshire. 
Hod.  Douglas  (Gordon  Hal- 
lyborton)   Lord   D.    G. 
Halliburton. 

Glasgow. 
John  Dennistoun, 
James  Oswald. 

Greenock. 
Robert  Wallace. 

Haddington,  &c. 
Robert  Stewart. 

HaddingtoiTshirb. 
Sir  Thomas  Buchan  Hep- 
barn,  bt. 

IWTERBBRVIB,  AC. 

Patrick  Chalmers. 

Inverness,  &c. 
James  Morrison. 

Inverness*shire. 
Henry  James  Baillie. 

Kincardineshire. 
Hon.  Hugh  Arbuthnot. 

Kirkcudbright. 
Alexander  Murray. 

Kirkwall,  &c. 
James  Loch. 

Lanarkshire. 
Alex.  Macdonald  Lockhart* 

Lrith,  &c. 
Andrew  Rulherfurd,  Esq. 

Linlithgow,  &c. 
William  Downe  Gillon. 

Linlithgowshire. 
Hon.  James  Hope. 

Orkney  and  Shetland 

Shires. 
Frederick  Dundas. 

Paisley. 
Archibald  Hastie. 

Peebleshire. 
William  Forbes  Mackenzie. 
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Perth*    . 
David  Greig. 

Perthshire. 
Henry  Home  Drummond. 

Renfrew,  &c« 
John  Campbell  Colquhoun. 

Renfrewshire. 
George  Houssoun. 
Ross  and  Cromarty- 
shires. 
Thomas  Mackenzie. 

Roxburghshire. 
Hon.  John  Edmund  Elliot. 

Selkirkshire. 
Alexander  Pringle. 

Stirling,  &c. 

Hon.  Archibald  (Primrose) 

Lord  Dalmeny. 

Stirlingshire. 

Hon.  George  Ralph  Aber- 

cromby. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

David  Diindas. 

.    WiGTON,  &c. 

John  M'Taggart. 

WiGTONSHIRE. 

James  Blair. 


SK 


IRELAND. 

Antrim. 
Hon.  John  Bruce  Richard 

O'Neill, 
John  Irving. 

Armagh. 
Hon.^  Archibald  (Acheson) 

Viscount  Acheson, 
William  Verner. 

Armagh  (Borough.) 
John  Dawson  Rawdon. 

Athlone. 
John  O'Connell. 

Bandon-Bridge. 
Joseph    Devonsher    Jack- 
son. 

Belfast. 
James  Emerson  Tennent, 
George  Dunbar. 

Carlow. 
John  Ashton  Yates, 
Henry  Bruen. 

Carlow  (Borough.) 
Thomas  Gisbome. 

Carrickfergus. 
Peter  Kirke. 

Cashell. 
Joseph  Stock. 


Cavav. 

John  Young, 

Henry  John  Clements* 

Clare. 
Wm.  Nugent  M'Namara, 
Cornelius  O'Brien. 
Clonmbl. 
Rt.  hon.  David  Rich.  Pigot. 

COLERAINE, 

Edward  Litton. 

Cork. 
Garrett  Standish  Barry, 
Edmond  Burke  Roche. 

Cork  (City.) 
Daniel  Callaghan, 
Francis  Bernard  Beamish. 

Donegal. 
Sir  Edmund  S.  Hayes,  bt., 
Edward  Michael  ConoUy. 

Down. 
Hon.  Arthur  Wills  Blund^ll 
Sandys  Trumbull  Wind- 
sor (Hill)  Earl  of  Hills- 
borough, 
Rr.  hon.  Fred.  (Stewart) 
Visconnt  Castlareagh. 

DOWNPATRICK. 

David  Kerr. 

Droohsda. 
Sir  William  Meredyth  So- 
merfille,  bc. 

DlTBLIN. 

George  Evans, 
Hon.   William   (Brabazon) 
Lord  Brabazon. 
Dublin  (City.) 
Daniel  0*Connell, 
Robert  Hutton. 

Dublin  (University.) 
Rt.  hon.  Thomas  Lefroy, 
Rt.  hon.  Frederick  Shaw. 

DUNDALK. 

Thos.  Nicholas  Redington. 

DUNGANNON. 

Hon.  Thomas  (Knox)  Visct. 
Northland. 

DUNGARVAN. 

Hon.  Cornelius  O'Callagan. 

Ennis. 
Hewitt  Bridgman. 

Enniskillen. 
Hon.  Arthur  Henry  Cole. 

Fermanagh. 
Mervyn  Archdall, 
Sir  Arthur  Brinsley  Brooke, 

bart. 

Galway. 

Thomas  B.  Martin, 

John  James  Bodkin. 


Galwat  (Town). 
Andrew  Henry  Lynch, 
Martin  Joseph  Blake. 

Kerry. 
Morgan  John  O'Connell, 
Arthur  BlennerhaneiL 

KlLDARE. 

Richard  More  OTerrall, 
Robert  Archbold. 

Kilkenny. 
Hon.  Pierce  Butler, 
George  Bryan. 

Kilkenny  (Borough.) 
Joseph  Hume. 

King's  (County). 
Nicholas  Fitssimon, 
Hon.  John  Craven  Westenra. 

KiNSALK. 

Henry  Thoonas. 

Leitrim. 
Samuel  White, 
Hon.  William  Sydney  (Cle- 
ments)    Viscount    Cle- 
ments. 

Limerick. 
Hon.  Richard  HobartFitz- 

gibbon, 
William  Smith  O'Brien. 
Limerick  (City). 
William  Roche, 
Sir  David  Roche,  bt. 

LiSBURN. 

Henry  Meynell. 

Londonderry. 
Sir  Robert  Bateson,  bt., 
Theobald  Jones. 
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Londonderry  (City.) 
Sir  Robert  Ales.   Fergu- 
son, bt. 

Longford. 
Luke  White, 
Henry  White. 

LOUTB. 

Rich.  Montesquieu  Bellew, 
Thomas  Fortescue. 

Mallow. 
Sir  Chas.  Denham  Orlando 
Jephson  Norreyt,  bt. 
Mayo. 
Robert  Dillon  Browne, 
Mark  Blske. 

Meatii. 
Ueniy  Orattan, 
Matthew  Elias  Corbally. 

MONAOHAN. 

Hon.  Henry  Robt.Westenra, 
Edward  Lucas. 

Newry. 
John  Ellb. 

Porta  RLiNGTON. 
Hon.  George  Lionel  Daw- 
son Damer. 

Queen's  (County). 
Sir  Chas.  Henry  Coote,  bt., 
John  Wilson  Fitzpatrick. 

Ross,  (New). 
John  Hyacinth  Talbot. 

ROSSCOMMON. 

Dennis  O'Connor, 
Fitzstephen  French. 


MemUfi. 

Sligo. 
Edward  Joshua  Coopefy 
Alexander  PercevaL 

Sligo  (Borough.) 
John  Patrick  Somers. 

Tipperary. 
Hon.  Robert  Otway  Cave, 
Right  hon.  Richard  Lalor 
Sheil. 

Tralcr. 
Maurice  0*ConnelL 
Tyrone. 
Ri(sht  hon.   Henry   Thoa. 

Lowry  Corry, 
Hon.    Claud     (Hamilton) 
Lord  C.  Hamilton. 
Watebpord. 
WiUiam  Villiers  Stnart, 
Hon.RobtShapland  Csiirew. 

Waterpord  (City.) 
Henry  Winston  Barron, 
Thomas  Wyse. 

Westmeath. 
Sir     Montague     Lowtber 

Chapman,  bC, 
Sir  Richard  Nagle,  bt. 

Wexpord. 
John  Maher, 
James  Power. 

Wexpord  (Borovoh.) 
Charles  Arthur  Walker. 

Wicklow. 
James  Orattan, 
Sir  Ral^  Howard,  bC 

Touohall. 
Frederick  John  Howasd. 


HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES , 

DUBING  THE  FO  UR  TH  SESSION  OF   THE  THIR  TEENTH 

Parliament  op  the  United  Kingdom  op  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland^  appointed  to  meet  at 
Westminster,  26th  January,  1841,  in  the  Fourth  Year 
OP  the  Reign  op  Her  Majesty 

QUEEN   VICTORIA. 


FIRST  VOLUME  OF  THE  SESSION. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Tuesday  f  January  26,  1841. 

Opening  of  parliament.i  Her 
Majesty,  io  person,  opened  the  Par- 
liament, the  usual  ceremonies  having  been 
gone  through,  by  the  following  most  gra- 
cious Speech. 

*'  Mjf  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

"  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  receive 
from  Foreign  Powers  assurances  of 
their  friendly  disposition,  and  of  their 
earnest  desire  to  maintain  peace. 

"  The  posture  of  affairs  in  the  Le- 
vant had  long  been  a  cause  of  uneasi- 
ness, and  a  source  of  danger  to  the 
general  tranquillity.  With  a  view  to 
avert  the  evils  which  a  continuance 
of  that  state  of  things  was  calculated 
to  occasion,  I  concluded  with  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of 
Prussia,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and 
the  Sultan,  a  Convention  intended  to 

VOL.LVI.   {Ei;} 


effect  a  pacification  of  the  Levant ;  to 
maintain  the  integrity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  Ottoman  empire  ;  and 
thereby  to  afford  additional  security 
to  the  peace  of  Europe. 

*'  I  have  given  directions  that  this 
Convention  shall  be  laid  before  you. 

*'  I  rejoice  to  be  able  to  inform 
you  that  the  measures  which  have 
been  adopted  in  execution  of  these 
engagements  have  been  attended  with 
signal  success ;  and  I  trust  that  the 
objects  which  the  contracting  parties 
had  in  view  are  on  the  eve  of  being 
completely  accomplished. 

"  In  the  course  of  these  transac- 
tions, my  naval  forces  have  co-ope- 
rated with  those  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  and  with  the  land  and  sea 
forces  of  the  Sultan,  and  have  dis- 
played upon  all  occasions  their  ac- 
customed gallantry  and  skill, 
B 


Address  in  Answer 


{LORDS} 


to  the  Speeck. 


"  Having  deemed  it  necessary  to 
send  to  the  coast  of  China  a  naval 
and  military  force,  to  demand  repa- 
ration and  redress  for  injuries  in- 
flicted upon  some  of  my  subjects  by 
the  officers  of  the  Emperor  of  China, 
and  for  indignities  offered  to  an  agent 
of  my  Crown,  I,  at  the  same  time,  ap- 
pointed plenipotentiaries  to  treat  upon 
these  matters  with  the  Chinese  go- 
vernment. 

''These  plenipotentiaries  were,  by 
the  last  accounts,  in  negotiation  with 
the  government  of  China,  and  it  will 
be  a  source  of  much  gratification  to 
me,  if  that  government  shall  be  in- 
duced by  its  own  sense  of  justice  to 
bring  these  matters  to  a  speedy  set- 
tlement by  an  amicable  arrangement. 

"  Serious  differences  have  arisen 
between  Spain  and  Portugal,  about 
the  execution  of  a  treaty  concluded 
by  those  Powers  in  1836,  for  regulat- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Douro. 
But  both  parties  have  accepted  my 
mediation,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
effect  a  reconciliation  between  them 
upon  terms  honourable  to  both. 

*'  I  have  concluded  with  the  Ar- 
gentine Republic,  and  with  the  Re- 
public of  Hayti,  treaties  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  Slave-trade,  which  I 
have  directed  to  be  laid  before  you. 

"  Oenilemen  of  the  House  of 
Commons^ 

*'  I  have  directed  the  Estimates  of 
the  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 

'*  However  sensible  of  the  import- 
ance of  adhering  to  the  principles  of 
economy,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
recommend  that  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  the  exigencies  of  tlie 
public  service. 

^^Jkly  Lordeand  Gentlemen. 
''Measures  will  be  submitted  to 


you  without  delay,  which  have  for 
their  object  the  more  speedy  and 
effectual  administration  of  justice. 
The  vital  importance  of  this  subject 
is  sufficient  to  ensure  for  it  your 
early  and  most  serious  consideration. 

"  The  lowers  of  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  under  tlie  Act  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  Laws  relating  to 
the  Poor,  expire  at  the  termination 
of  the  present  year.  I  feel  assured, 
that  you  will  earnestly  direct  your 
attention  to  enactments  which  so 
deeply  concern  the  interests  of  the 
community. 

''  It  is  always  with  entire  confi- 
dence that  I  recur  to  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  my  Parliament.  I  place 
my  reliance  upon  your  wisdom, 
loyalty,  and  patriotism ;  and  I  humbly 
implore  of  Divine  Providence  that 
all  your  councils  may  be  so  directed 
as  to  advance  the  great  interests  of 
morality  and  religion,  to  preserve 
peace,  and  to  promote  by  enlightened 
legislation  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  all  classes  of  my  subjects. 

As  toon  as  the  Qoeen  bad  concladtd 
the  Speech,  her  Majesty  was  handed  froon 
the  Throne,  and,  eccompaiiied  by  Prince 
Albert,  left  the  House  in  the  same  form 
as  upon  her  entrance. 

The  House  adjoomed  dorinf  pleasure. 

AnnaBSs  in  Answbk  to  tub  Spbich.] 
llie  House  resumed. 

Her  Migetty't  Speech  baviogbeea  again 
read, 

The  Earl  of  Ducte  rose  and  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  always  been  the 
custom  in  that  House*  in  nM>f  ing  the  Ad- 
dress in  answer  to  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  to  fix  upon  the  roost  inexpe. 
rienced  person  for  that  purpose.  His 
noble  friend  (Viscount  Melbourne^  had  nut 
on  the  pre^nt  occasion  prored  iiimsetf  a 
very  strenuous  reformer,  aiid  he  hoped  that 
their  Lordships  would  not  pro? e  such  ua- 
usual  reformers  as  not  to  concede  to  him 
that  courteous  forbearance  which  had 
hitlicrlo  ln^n  cuncrdrd  to  |iertoiis  timi- 
Urly  situated.     It  was  most  gratifying  to 
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hini  to  find  from  her  Majesty's  gracious 
speech  from  the  Throne,  that  ner  Majesty 
had  receiFcd  from  foreign  powers  assur- 
ances of  their  desire  to  maintain  relations 
of  peace  and  amity  with  this  country  ;  und 
it  was  still  more  gratifying  to  him  to  find, 
that  the  first  wish  and  object  of  her  Ma- 
jesty was  to  maintain  that  peace  which  was 
80  essentia]  to  the  welfare  and  the  happi- 
ness of  the  country,  depending  us  tliis 
coootry  did,  from  its  position  among  the 
nations  of  Europe,  upon  her  manufactures 
and  commerce.  But,  dear  and  necessary 
as  peace  might  be,  he  was  the  last  person 
to  wish  that  England  should  lose  her 
position  among  nations  by  a  culpable  in- 
activity, when  her  active  interference  be- 
came necessary,  and  more  especially  in 
such  a  case  as  that  which  had  arisen  in 
the  East,  where  our  interference  had  been 
occasioned  by  our  desire  and  hope  to  main- 
tain peace.  That  blessing,  he  believed, 
would  be  speedily  realised  to  us.  There- 
fore he  must  say  that,  in  his  opinion, 
they  owed  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the 
head  that  here  planned,  and  to  the 
arms  that  there  completed  the  capture 
of  Acre.  He  had  every  reason  to  hope 
and  believe  that  our  diiferences  with  China 
would  be  brought  speedily  to  an  end :  al- 
thoagb  perfectly  aware  of  the  dilatory  na- 
ture of  the  Chinese,  he  hoped  that  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  island  of  Chusan  would 
act  as  a  spur  upon  their  diplomacy.  With 
regard  to  those  points  of  legislation  to 
wlrich  their  Lmrdships*  attention  would  be 
drawn,  it  was  useless  for  him  to  take  up 
their  Lordships'  time  in  making  remarks, 
as  in  those  instances  referred  to,  the  prin- 
ciples had  been  admitted  by  that  House, 
and  indeed  by  the  Legislature.  Since  their 
Lordships  had  assembled  last  year,  there 
had  occurred  great  and  mighty  changes, 
having,  as  he  thought,  a  most  beneficial 
bearing  upon  the  future  prospects  of  this 
country.  In  India  they  had  every  reason 
to  hope  for  tranquillity  and  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  cultivating  in  that  country  more 
extensively  the  arts  of  peace.  Canada  ex- 
hibited no  symptoms  of  political  disturb- 
ance, but,  on  the  contrary,  presented  a  sa- 
tisfactory feeling  with  reference  to  the 
new  constitution  for  the  two  provinces. 
With  regard  to  domestic  politics,  the 
country  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  quiet. 
Our  agriculture  was  in  a  state  of  the 
greatest  prosperity,  nnd  of  progressive 
improvement ;  our  manufactures  have  re- 
covered from  tliat  depressed  state  in 
which  they  had  some  time  been,  and  had 


quite  resumed  that  state  of  limited  and 
uncertain  prosperity  beyond  which  they 
could  not  go  so  long  as  there  existed  re- 
strictive duties  of  such  a  nature  as  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  any  foresight  and 
caution  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  famine 
prices  and  their  fatal  consequences.  At 
that  present  moment  there  existed  a  large 
field  for  the  commercial  industry  of  this 
country  to  extend  itself.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve, that  in  the  history  of  this  country  a 
better  opportunity  had  ever  been  offered  to 
the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  our  merchants. 
As  regarded  our  commercial  afifairs,  it 
was  necessary  that  he  should  take  a  short 
retrospective  glance  to  the  state  of  de- 
rangement in  which  our  commercial  affairs 
had  lately  been,  and  in  which  they  had 
continued  since  the  summer  of  1839.  The 
first  cause  was  the  contraction  of  the  cur- 
rency; there  was^  secondly,  the  second 
general  discredit  in  the  United  States  of 
America;  there  was  also  the  stoppage  of 
our  trade  with  China  ^  the  blockade  by 
France  of  the  South  American  ports;  and, 
lastly,  the  uncertain  state  of  the  negotia- 
tions in  the  East.  Since  there  had  existed 
no  doubt  of  the  continuance  of  peace,  the 
foreign  exchanges  had  acquired  so  much 
steadiness  that  there  was  every  reason  to 
hope  that  the  usual  commerce  of  the 
year  would  produce  a  balance  of  pay- 
ment in  favour  of  this  country,  so  that 
bullion  would  again  return  to  the  cofifers 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  money 
n)arket  of  London  be  relieved  from  the 
pressure  that  now  weighed  it  down,  and 
from  the  high  rate  of  interest  that  had 
existed  for  some  time.  This  would  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  internal  trade  of  the 
country,  and  would  enable  the  banks  to 
afiford  that  accommodation  which  had  so  im- 
portant a  bearing  on  the  national  industry. 
Having  these  prospects  of  the  improve- 
ment of  trade,  he  had  also  the  satisfaction 
of  believing,  that  many  of  those  causes  that 
had  hitherto  pressed  upon  our  commercial 
interests  were  either  removed  or  were  in 
the  course  of  removal.  The  settlement  of 
the  eastern  question  had  again  opened  the 
trade  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  and  he  did  not 
think  that  he  should  be  too  sanguine  in 
hoping  that  the  legitimate  influence  of 
England  must  ultimately,  by  the  part  she 
had  taken,  produce  an  extended  commer- 
cial intercourse  in  those  parts.  The  cessa- 
tion of  the  blockade  by  France  of  the  South 
American  ports  would  also  produce  an  in- 
creased commercial  intercourse  with  those 
parts,  and  the  wise  recognition  of  the  in- 
B2 
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dependence  of  the  states  of  Texas  had 
0|)eDed  a  large  field  to  the  spirit  aud  enter- 
prise of  our  merchants  and  manufacturers. 
From  the  last  accounts  that  had  been  re- 
ceired  from  the  eastern  seas  there  was 
eFery  reason  to  believe  that  our  differences 
with  China  would  be  adjusted,  and  he 
did  not  think  he  was  too  sanguine  in  say- 
ing that  he  hoped  and  trusted  and  believed 
that  arrangements  would  be  made  upou  a 
foundation  that  would  fully  provide  indem- 
nity for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
future,  and  at  the  same  time  extend 
our  commercial  relations  with  that  large 
empire.  Among  our  prospects  of  com- 
mercial improvement,  no  spot  was  more 
bright,  or  gave  greater  cause  for  con- 
gratulation, than  the  evidence  that  had 
lately  been  received  of  the  restora- 
tion of  credit  in  the  United  States. 
From  the  magnitude  of  the  transactions, 
and  the  extended  intercourse  that  had 
taken  place  between  this  country  and 
the  United  States,  it  was  impossible  but 
that  the  derangement  of  internal  credit  for 
the  last  four  years  should  have  been  heavily 
and  grievously  felt  by  our  merchants  aud 
manufacturers.  That  evil  was  now  fast 
passing  away,  and  there  was  every  reason 
to  hope  that  the  former  extended  inter- 
course would  be  gradually  resumed  to  the 
great  advantage  of  both  countries.  It 
would  be  hardly  doing  justice  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  if  he  missed 
that  opportunity  of  calling  their  Lordships' 
notice  to  their  honour  and  good  faith,  in 
punctually  fulfilling  their  engagements 
with  their  foreign  creditors.  They  had 
set  a  good  example  to  their  neighbours  in 
South  America,  and  indeed  not  a  bad  one 
for  some  of  the  older  states  of  Europo. 
It  was  gratifying  to  him  to  find  that 
those  prospects  of  extended  commercial 
relations  were  not  likely  to  be  disturbed  by 
any  interruption  of  the  general  peace  of 
the  world.  Having  made  these  few  re- 
marks, he  could  not  but  just  draw  their 
Lordships'  attention  to  the  uniform  suc- 
cess that  bad  attended  the  policy  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers.  It  must  be  conceded 
that  they  had  at  this  moment  domestic 
^uiet,  and,  as  regarded  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, they  had  every  prospect  of  peace  and 
extended  commerce.  He  had  heard  it 
said,  that  these  happy  results  were  the 
consequences  of  good  fortune.  He,  how- 
ever, entertained  a  very  different  opinion. 
He  attributed  the  one  to  the  firm  admi. 
nistraticm  of  the  existing  laws;  and  the 
prosptHrts  of  |M»ace  and  i J  extended  coni- 
•re   were  in  hia  opinion  mainly  to  be 


attributed  to  the  8traigfatf<nrward  and 
manly  course  taken  by  the  noble  Lord,  tlie 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs.  There  was 
one  other  point  to  which  be  muat  oJl 
their  Lordshipe'  attention.  It  was,  indeed, 
a  subject  of  thanks,  but  of  thanks  to  a 
higher  power  than  any  earthly  |)Ower — he 
alluded  to  the  safe  delivery  of  her  Ma- 
jesty, and  to  the  birth  of  an  heiress  to  the 
Throne.  There  was  no  reflecting  persoo 
either  in  that  House,  or  in  the  whole  kin|^ 
dom,  who  had  not  and  did  not  most  siiu 
cerely  return  thanks  to  the  All-wise  dis- 
poser of  events,  that  there  was  evf ry  hope 
that  the  inheritance  of  the  Thnnie  m  these 
realms  would  descend  in  the  direct  Hoe. 
He  felt  so  certain  that  their  Lordships 
would  concur  in  that  opinion,  that  he  was 
sure  that  they  would  cordially  adopt  that 
part  of  the  Address  to  which  he  had  last 
alluded,  and  which  Address  he  moved,  be 
adopted  by  their  Lordships.  The  noble 
Earl  read  and  moved  an  iiadress«  the  echo 
of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

Lord  Lurgan  said,  that  in  rising  to 
second  the  Address  which  had  just  beeo 
moved  by  the  noble  Earl,  be  was  consdoas 
of  so  many  deficiencies  on  his  own  part,  and 
of  his  utter  inability  to  perform  the  task 
which  now  devolved  upon  him  ia  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  always  wished  to  perform 
every  duty  befoie  their  Lordships,  that,  at 
the  very  outset,  he  would  put  forward  an 
humble  claim  for  their  kindness  and  in- 
dulgence. If  left  entirely  to  his  own  in- 
clination he  would  rather  have  shrank 
from  the  performance  of  the  duty  altoge- 
ther, but  his  duty  urged  him  onward  to 
the  task,  feeling  assured  that  he  should  ex- 
perience at  the  hands  of  their  Lordshins 
forgiveness  in  all  those  points  in  which  ne 
should  feel  himself  inadequate  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  occasion.  He  felt  deeply 
on  the  one  hand  his  own  intufliciency,  but 
cm  the  other  hand  he  was  willing  to  ooo- 
fess  that,  when  he  glanced  for  a  moment  at 
the  to|>ics  mentioned  in  the  royal  speech, 
or  ran,  however  briefly,  over  the  great  and 
interesting  events  brought  before  them 
from  the  Throne,  as  soon  as  he  looked 
away  from  himself  and  looked  only  at  the 
cause  which  he  was  called  upon  to  sun- 
port,  his  courage  returned — he  felt  tne 
strength  of  the  cause  which  had  been  put 
by  the  noble  Eari— strength  not  to  be  v«sk- 
ened  or  impaired  even  by  the  weakness  of 
his  advocacy.  He  tliought,  that  if  ever 
men  in  the  position  thai  nightfnccapicd  by 
Uie  noble  Earl  and  himself  were  entitled 
to  speak  confidently,  and  to  anticipate 
sangiiinely,  surely  they  were  on  the  pre- 
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sent  occasion^  under  the  auspicious  circum- 
stances  with  which  this  Session  opened. 
He  wished  that  these  auspicious  circum- 
stances had  infused  some  bright  beams  into 
the  present  Address.  Naturally  disposed 
to  look  with  affection  and  partiality  to- 
wards this  production  of  the  noble  Lord, 
he  could  not  discover  any  bright  anticipa- 
tions indulged  in.  This  Address,  like  every 
other  he  had  heard  in  that  House,  with 
one  exception  which  would  now  be  present 
to  the  minds  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all 
their  Lordships,  with  the  single  exception 
of  the  paragraph  relating  to  the  birth  of 
the  Princess  Royal,  was  but  a  copy,  a  dull 
copy,  a  spiritless  echo  of  the  communica- 
tion which  they  had  heard  from  the 
Throne.  He  did  not  think  the  worse  of 
it  for  that.  It  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
good  sign  of  the  state  of  the  country,  and 
to  say  something  of  the  practical  working 
of  the  constitution  when  the  Sovereign 
could  so  speak  out  in  the  face  of  day  before 
the  assembled  Parliament,  as  to  draw  forth 
a  faithful  response,  even  an  echo  of  her 
sentiments  in  the  answer  to  it.  It  seemed 
to  him  to  say  something  for  the  position 
of  the  people,  and  the  suitableness  of  the 
Government  when  the  Parliament  could  so 
discbarge  its  duty  to  the  country  as  well 
as  to  the  Crown,  as  to  desire  to  send  ba(?k 
no  better  answer  on  the  part  of  the  people 
than  that  which  had  been  put  on  their 
lips  by  the  parental  and  constitutional  smr^- 
gestions  of  the  Throne  itself.  Therefore  the 
Address  was  an  echo  of  the  royal  Speech, 
and  he  trusted  that  it  would  meet  with  their 
Lordships'  unanimous  and  cordial  approval. 
Such  was  the  happy  position  of  affairs  at 
present,  that  they  could  not  better  perform 
their  duty  than  by  merely  sending  as  an 
answer  the  echo  of  the  Speech  itself.  The 
Address  of  that  night  contained  not  mere- 
ly the  expression  of  political  opinions — it 
embodied  the  expression  of  natural  senti- 
ment. It  appealed  deeply  to  the  souls  of 
all  listeners,  and  unanimity  would,  at  any 
rate,  exist  amongst  them  on  this  the  first 
night  of  their  proceedings.  On  that 
subject  which  was  nearest  to  their 
hearts  and  minds,  and  congratulation  on 
which  would  naturally  be  the  6rst  to 
sprinfi^  from  their  lips,  he  was  sure  it  was 
not  with  ordinary  emotions — it  was  not  with 
dull  and  hackneyed  sentiment — that  they 
had  heard  that  paragraph  in  the  Address 
which  proposed  to  take  up  their  congratu-i 
lations  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne  on  the 
happy  birth  of  the  Princess  Royal.  He 
▼as  sure  that  they  would  unanimously  re- 


spond to  that  call.  He  was  confident  that 
with  truth  he  might  state,  on  the  part  of 
every  man  in  their  Lordships*  House- 
sympathising  as  each  and  all  of  them  did 
with  the  whole  British  nation,  from  one 
corner  to  the  other — that  they  longed  for 
this  opportunity  of  expressing,  in  their 
collective  capacity^  their  unfeigned  joy, 
their  hearty  thanksgiving  to  Him  in  whose 
hands  were  life  and  death,  that  the  travail 
and  solicitude  of  their  Monarch  were  now 
all  but  forgotten  in  the  happiness  which 
had  succeeded  them.  Many  of  their  Lord- 
ships had  been  present  on  the  auspicious 
day  on  which  her  Majesty,  with  due  wis- 
dom and  foresight,  had  entered  into  that 
married  state  of  partnership  which  had 
both  divided  her  care,  and  in  some  mea. 
sure  diminished  her  responsibility ;  and  it 
was  well  known  to  ail  of  their  Lordships 
that  consequent  upon  the  wisdom  and  vir- 
tuous selection  of  that  day  the  Palace  of 
England  might  be  pointed  out  as  the  best 
specimen  of  domestic  happiness  which 
England  herself,  rich  and  virtuous  as  she 
undoubtedly  was  in  all  her  social  and  do- 
mestic relations,  could  exhibit.  Since 
they  had  last  assembled  in  that  House, 
their  Lordships  had  passed  through  an 
interval  of  critical  importance,  and  of  the 
utmost  moment  to  that  country  and  to 
Europe.  He  by  no  means  intimated  that 
the  late  negotiations  and  transactions 
which  had  been  carried  on  with  respect  to 
Egypt  and  Syria,  had  been  carrie<l  on 
without  the  most  imminent  risk — nay,  the 
probability  of  war — and  the  public  journals 
of  the  day  might  point  out  to  them  how 
nigh  that  country  had  been  to  a  war.  But 
those  who  conducted  the  ship  best  knew 
how  to  take  it  through  the  mist,  and 
shoals,  and  the  mazes — 

**  Intricate,  concentric,  intervolved" — 

of  that  line  of  policy  and  diplomacy  which 
they  had  been  obliged  to  resort  to ;  and 
he,  for  one,  put  his  confidence  in  that 
policy  which  had  so  successfully  and 
honourably  carried  that  country  through 
its  difficult  position.  He  had  the  most 
perfect  reliance  upon  the  public  men  at 
the  head  of  affairs,  who  had  conducted  the 
vessel  of  the  State  prudently  and  properly 
to  the  stage  at  which  they  had  now  ar- 
rived. He  must  also  state,  that,  resting 
his  belief  on  the  common  sources  of  in- 
formation, and  deriving  his  opinions  from 
the  outside  scope  of  affairs,  and  altogether 
ignorant  of  the  by-play  and  under-current 
of  these  proceedings,  he  certainly  had  had 
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serious    appreheDsions,     and     he     could 
scarcely  meet  with  so  iocoDsideratc  a  being 
as  one  who  could  not  be  induced  to  think 
that  the  race  of  European  peace  was  well 
nigh  run,  and  that  the  well  of  £uro|>ean 
peace  was  well  nigh  drained  ;  and  that  the 
long  friendship  which  had  subsisted  be- 
tween that  country  and  the  opposite  side 
of  the  channel  was  almost  at  an  end.     fie 
had  almost  dreaded  the  arrival  of  that  day, 
and  he  had  now  the  inexpressible  delight 
of  hearing,  in  the  first  part  of  her  Majes- 
ty's Speech  from  the  Throne^  the  welcome 
and  harmonious  sounds,  that  her  Majesty 
continued    to  receive  from    all    P'oieign 
Powers  the  assurances  of  their  unabated 
desire  to  be  at  peace  with  that  country. 
He  believed  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe 
had  a  sincere  desire  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace.     If  any  wisdom  was  to  be  de- 
rived from  experience,  it  was  that  "  War 
was  a  game  which,  were   their   subjects 
wise.  Kings  would  not  play  at."     It  was  a 
fearful  game  to  play  at — it  was  a  dreadful 
game   to  lose  »t.     lie  had   no  ditiiculty 
whatever,  therefore,  in  uttering  his  assent 
to    this    sentiment    in    the   S|>ett;h.     It 
should,  however,  be  remembered  thiit  it 
was  said  Kings  would  not  play  at   war 
*'  were    their  subjects  wise,"     and   here 
was  an  interesting  and  important  inquiry. 
He  doubted  not  the  gentlemen  in  thellouse 
of  Commons  would  look  sliarp  into  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  service.     It  was 
not  from   throned  )>otenlates,   nor   from 
the    upper   ranks   of  society,   that   they 
had  reason  to  apprehend  war  now-a-days ; 
the  question  was,  whether  their  subjects 
were  wise,  whether  the  people  were  suffi- 
cientlv  wise,  instructed,  and  virtuous,  to 
restrain  those  warlike  instincts,   and  to 
keep  from   the  rash  madness  of  the  war 
party  around  them.     All   they  could  do 
for  this  end,  was  to  have  their  hopes  and 
prayers,  and  he  certainly  thought  he  heard 
bimilar  sentiments  in  every  direction.     He 
tliought  surely  his  vision  was  not  paltered 
with  in  a  "  double  sense,"  and  that  he  per* 
ceivcd  the  advent  of  Uio  olive  branch  that 
bad  told   him   these  days  of  strife  were 
passed,  and  that  tliey  had  reached  the  place 
uf  safety  and   peace,  the  waters  having 
subsidecl.     He  believed,  that  the  glorious 
Minister  of  France  to  whom  had  been  con- 
fided the  reins  of  power,  had  already  done 
much  for  the  improvement  of  the  nation, 
and  by  the  honesty  of  his  proceedings  be 
had  maintained  iieace  at  home,  the  result 
of  which   wouUl  be  to  ensure  it  abroad. 
He^  therefore^  thought,  that  this  oouotry 


had  a  well-founded  hope,  that  they  would 
enjoy   the   bliss  of  |)eace.     There  might 
have  been  altercations  in  past  years,  and 
they  might  still  have  them  ;  there  uiigbi 
be  alarming  appearances,  but  still  ho  bwl 
no  hesitation  in  saying  the  peace  of  Eiifope 
would  be  preserved.     He  felt  great  pride 
and  sati>faction  at  the  valorous  achieve* 
incuts  which   had   been   effected   by   the 
British  arms  in  Syria«     He  was  sure,  that 
the  best  results  for  the  whole  of  Europe 
would  be  secured  thereby.     He  also  could 
not  but  congratulate  their  Lordsliips,  that 
the  Briii^h  navy  had  again  come  to  li^^ht, 
and  that  the  ivooden  walls  of  Old  England 
hud  shown  themselves  as  strong  as  eTer. 
He  congratulated  their  Lordships    that 
the  British  ships  and  crews  under  oooibo* 
dore  Napier  had  come  up  to  Acre,  not  oolv 
at  the  very  nick  of  time,  but  at  tlie  oics 
of  place.     Much  had  been  said  about  the 
ursunals  of  England     being  deficient  in 
men  aud  shi|)s.     Now  what  was  the  fiict  ? 
Why  the  arsenals  had  proved  tbemaelvet, 
notwithstanding  all   that   had   been  said 
against  them,  |)erfcctly  competent  for  every 
pur|M)se  for  which  they  were  wanted,  wheo 
renuired.     Every  ship  had  been  fully  man* 
ned,  and  no  want  of  arms,  men,  or  ammu* 
nition  had  been  ex|»oricnced.     The  crewa 
and  officers  of  our  ships  had  done  their 
duty   to    the   entire  satisfaction    of  the 
Queen  of  England,  and  to  the  entire  satis- 
faction of  their  grateful  countrv.     But  he 
would  discharge  from  his  consideration  all 
doctrines  of  chunocs,  or  of  dice,  or  of  de* 
monology.     He  had  no  trust  in  them,  he 
trusted  in  notliing  so  whimsical,  so  capri- 
cious, or  so  deficient     Nor  did  her  Ma> 
jesty  trust  in   them.     Queen   Eliitabeth, 
when  her  fleet  was  delivered  from  enemies 
and  from  tempest,  thought  it  no  deroga* 
tion  from  her  victory,  or  from  the  exploits 
of  her  gallant  subjects,  to  attribute  her 
successes  entirely  to  God's  protection,  and 
so  would  one  as  great  as  she,   be  ever 
ready  to  acknowledge  the  great  protectieo 
which  had  been  vouchsafed  to  her,  aud  to 
say,  God  s  Providence  hath  protected  me, 
so  that  mine  enemies  shall   not    prevail 
against   mo*     Throughout  these  eventful 
scenes  nothing  bad  been  more  ooospiooae 
than  the  high  principles  and  the  uaiai- 
peachable  integrity  and  good  faith  of  the 
British  Government.    The  desire  of  pro- 
moting the  public  good  and  the  general 
peace  of  the  world,  had  been  the  distin- 
guishing feature  of  all  the  words  and  ac- 
tions of  the  British  ( i overnment.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  the  negotiations  en  we 
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EgypliaD  questioiii  he  would  say  there  was 
no  preteDoe  for  any  insinuation  that  Eng- 
land in  putting  forth  her  own  power,  or 
that  of  her  Allies,  had  been  influenced  by 
any  motiFes  of  territorial  aggrandizement^ 
whether  as  regarded  £gypt»  or  Syria,  or 
Acre,  or  any  oUier  territory,  or  by  any  at- 
tempt or  desire  to  add  to  the  number  of 
the  British  dependencies.  Such  an  idea 
had  never  entered  into  the  heads  or  the 
hearts  of  those  who  ruled  this  country, 
and  if  ftom  all  the  documents  that  had 
been  brought  forward,  from  all  that  had 
been  written  on  the  question  in  this  coun- 
try or  in  Europe,  such  a  thing  could  be 
made  manifest,  then  would  he  admit  that 
he  was  ignorant  and  presumptuous,  and 
that  the  English  in  those  negotiations  had 
been  intriguing  and  ambitious.  The  po- 
licy of  the  Groyernment  had  been  plain  and 
distinct ;  in  all  respects  it  had  been  fol- 
lowed out  in  sincerity,  as  the  wisest  and 
best  coarse.  With  it  there  was  no  impos- 
nbility,  and  we  had  gathered  into  our  gra- 
nary the  wonderftil  advantages  resulting 
from  a  steady  adherence  to  that  principle 
IB  all  our  foreign  affiiirs.  He  would  state 
moat  unhesitatingly  that  if  ever  there  was 
catue  for  congratulation — for  national  joy 
—lor  the  success  of  British  arms— -it  was 
DOW  when  our  soldiers  and  our  sailors  had 
ooirered  themselves  with  glory.  Syria  was 
leacoed  in  one  short  campaign,  yet  our 
conduct  had  been  forbearing — it  was  ho- 
nest and  straightforward  towards  the  de- 
feated party.  All  complaints  had  seemed 
to  resolve  themselves  into  a  charge  that 
the  Government  had  departed  from  the 
policy  of  peace  and  non-intervention  which 
they  had  declared  upon  their  assumption 
of  office — that  they  had  interfered  in  the 
affiurs  of  another  country — and  that  by  so 
doing  we  had  been  estranged  from  our  ally 
France.  But  circumstances  had  rendered 
the  intervention  not  only  expedient  but 
necessary,  and  every  exertion  had  been 
made  to  carry  all  Europe  with  us.  The 
great  majority  of  the  Powers  had  gone 
along  with  us  through  every  step  of  the 
negotiations,  and  this  country  had  offered 
to  make  any  sacrifice  short  of  the  principle 
of  the  whole  question,  in  order  to  unite  all 
Europe  in  the  settlement  of  the  cause. 
With  respect  to  China  he  had,  from  the 
very  first,  approved  of  the  policy  of  des- 
patdiing  a  naval  and  military  force  to  the 
coast  of  China.  The  indignities  and  in- 
juries they  had  sustained-— the  imprison- 
ments ana  insults  they  had  been  subjected 
to  were  such  as  to  excite  the  indignation 


of  the  entire  British  nation,  and  the  almost 
unanimotis  opinion  of  a  cloud  of  witnesses 
coupled  with  a  recorded  opinion  of  the 
greatest  man  that  ever  lived,  and,  thank 
God,  still  lived,  were  all  in  favour  of  the 
expedition .  to  the  coast  of  China.  He 
would  not  refer  to  the  moderation  and  for- 
bearance that  had  marked  the  proceedings 
of  that  armament;  they  baa  tempered 
their  power  with  moderation  towards  the 
defenceless  people  of  a  defenceless  coast, 
and  it  was  no  part  of  the  policy,  although 
they  drew  the  sword,  to  dispense  with 
more  peaceful  agents.  He  trusted,  as 
they  had  embarked  on  these  waters,  that 
their  demands  would  be  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency of  the  case — he  trusted  satisfaction 
would  be  demanded  for  all  the  insults  and 
injuries  that  had  been  heaped  upon  them. 
He  could  not  for  a  moment  believe,  al- 
though such  rumours  had  reached  him, 
that  any  stipulations  or  treaties  would  be 
entered  into,  and  that  satisfaction  for  the 
insults  offered  to  them  by  the  Chinese  go- 
vernment would  be  obtained  through  the 
medium  of  a  piece  of  parchment.  He 
hoped  they  woiAd  have  some  such  security 
as  they  at  present  held.  The  whereabouts 
had  been  well  chosen,  but  they  might  rely 
upon  it  that  the  moment  they  relaxed  their 
grasp  every  thing  they  had  done  would  be 
the  same  as  if  it  had  not  been  done  at  all, 
and  the  hopes  of  the  expedition  would  be 
miserably  defeated  and  disappointed.  He 
had  gone  more  at  length  into  these  subjects 
than  he  had  intended,  and  was  afraid  he 
had  wearied  their  lordships,  for  all  the  best 
things  had  been  snapped  up  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  had  preceded  him,  and  in 
seconding  the  address  he  was  placed  in  the 
awkward  position  of  one  who  had  nothing 
left  but  the  fragments  of  a  former  feast  to 
serve  up  to  a  second  table.  Upon  a  re- 
view of  all  these  things  he  agreed  there 
remained  much  to  be  done — much  to  be 
handled  with  forbearance,  delicacy,  and 
judgment,  and  much  to  be  well  done  and 
done  quickly.  He  would  observe,  how. 
ever,  that  Continental  peace  had  been  pre- 
served, and  that  was  no  small  matter. 
Throughout  all  the  contentions  that  had 
recently  taken  place,  no  act  that  could 
excite  the  ill  will  of  other  powers  had 
been  committed.  If  the  Ottoman  empire 
had  been  carved  out  into  prizes  for  enter- 
prising warriors  and  avaricious  statesmen, 
that  might  have  led  to  interminable  war 
with  other  powers  ;  but  he  was  not  called 
upon  to  enter  into  any  such  question  as 
that.     He  had  not  to  dwell  upon  discomfi- 
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lures  and  disappoiDtments^  or  British  fail- 
ures and  defeHts;  on  the  contrary,  their 
Lordships  had  to  commemorate  signal  suc- 
cesses. We  had  not  failed  in  the  Levant ; 
nor  had  we  failed  anywhere  else,  thank 
God  ;  and  that  was  the  bill  of  fare  for  that 

evening. Their  Lordships  had  now  an 

opportunity  of  causing  the  hearts  of  the 
royal  parents  to  leap  for  joy  when  they 
took  up  to  her  Majesty  the  congratulations 
of  the  country  and  of  the  Legislature  upon 
the  birth  of  her  first-born,  filling  the 
bosom  of  the  Queen  of  England  with  re- 
newed pride  and  exultation.  They  had 
an  opportunity  of  taking  up  to  the  Throne 
a  manifestation  of  that  loyalty  on  which 
her  Majesty  relied  with  such  entire  confi- 
dence ;  and  under  these  circumstances  he 
would  ask  whether  his  anticipations  had 
been  too  sanguine,  when  he  expressed  his 
belief  that  the  Address  would  meet  with 
their  Lordships'  cordial  and  unanimous 
approval  ? 

Lord  Brougham  did  not  mean  to  go 
over  the  topics  on  which  his  noble  Friend 
had  addressed  their  Lordships;  but  al- 
though quite  aware  that  an  address,  in 
answer  to  a  speech  from  the  Throne,  in  no 
way  whatever  pledged  those  who  agreed  to 
the  address  to  any  one  proposition  con- 
tained in  it;  although  this  had  been  oAen 
repeated  with  respect  to  addresses  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  yet,  as  it  was  apt  to 
be  forgotten  in  discussions,  and  at  an  after 
period  of  the  Session  also  apt  to  be  forgot- 
ten, bethought  it  peculiarly  incumbent  on 
him  not  to  allow  the  present  address  to 
pass  in  silence.  He  meant  to  offer  no  op- 
position to  it,  but  generally  to  remind 
their  Lordsin'ps  that  no  one  who  concurred 
in  that  vote  pledged  himself  to  any  one 
proposition  contained  in  the  address.  This 
would  dispense  with  the  necessity,  on  his 
part,  of  protesting  against  a  very  large 
portion,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  of  the  speech 
which  had  just  been  made  by  his  noble 
Friend.  But  there  was  one  part  of  that 
speech  to  which  he  was  compelled  to  ad- 
vert. Would  that  he  could  believe  that 
the  statements  of  his  noble  Friend  were 
authorized  by  her  Majesty's  Government. 
His  noble  Friend  had  congratulated  their 
Lordships,  as  well  he  might,  if  there  was 
any  foundation  for  it,  on  the  Crown  having 
received  unabated  assurances  from  all  fo- 
reign powers  of  their  disposition  to  main- 
tain the  most  friendly  relations  with  this 
country.  But  that  was  not  in  the  present 
Speech  from  the  Throne.    It  was  in  the 


speech  of  last  year.  It  was  not  io  this 
year's  Speech.  He  would  read  both  to 
I  their  Lordships,  for  the  comparison  sog- 
gested  to  his  mind  matter  of  gloomy  ap- 
prehension, which,  however,  would  be 
dispelled  at  once,  if  his  noble  Friend  near 
him  (Viscount  Melbourne)  would  take 
upon  him  to  re[>eat  that  what  his  noble 
Friend  had  said  in  seconding  the  address 
applied  to  their  present  position ;  becanae, 
if  his  noble  Friend  did  make  such  an  as- 
sertion, of  course,  he  would  have  groonda 
for  applying  to  their  present  position  the 
announcement  of  last  year's  speech,  which 
applied  to  the  position  twelve  months  ago. 
The  Speech  of  this  year  said,  '*  I  have  the 
satisfaction  to  receive  from  foreign  powers 
assurances  of  their  friendly  disposition, 
and  of  their  earnest  desire  to  maintain 
peace."  But  last  year's  speech  said,  **  I 
continue  to  receive  from  foreign  powers 
assurances  of  their  unabated  desire  to 
maintain  with  me  the  most  friendly  rela- 
tions." No  man  who  heard  him — no  man 
in  the  country — would  more  heartily  re* 
joice  at  hearing  from  his  noble  Friend, 
that  those  words  could  be  applied  to  oar 
present  position,  that  assurances  had  been 
received  from  France  of  the  unabated  de- 
sire of  the  French  government  to  maintain 
with  this  country  the  most  friendly  rela- 
tions. This  would  relieve  him  from  the 
painful  impressions  of  those  things  which 
had  taken  place  within  the  last  six  months, 
and  which,  having  been  in  preparation  for 
some  months  preceding  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  had  naturally  tilled  his  mind 
with  deep  and  gloomy  apprehensions.  For 
it  was  a  reflection  which  might  well  begel 
gloom  and  despondency,  that  those  friendly 
dispositions  had  been  changed  ;  that  that 
good  understanding  had  been  interrupted ; 
that  the  alliance  often  years'  standing  be- 
tween England  and  France  had  been  ter- 
minated, at  least  for  the  present— that 
alliance  which  had  knit  together  those  two 
great  nations,  and  which,  by  binding  them 
in  the  habits  and  feelings  of  amicable  in- 
tercourse, had  secured  the  peace  of  Europe 
and  of  the  world.  It  was  a  grievous  thing 
to  have  to  add  to  that  reflection,  that  the 
work  of  slaughter  in  one  part  of  the  world 
had  already  commenced;  that  we  had 
engaged,  he  would  not  say,  in  wars  which 
would  have  no  triumph,  or  which  bad  had 
already  none,  but  in  wars  in  which  the 
valour,  and  skill,  and  gallantry  of  our 
troops  might  win  triumphs,  but  triumphs 
of  such  a  nature  u  to  damp  oar  exolta- 
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tioQS  with  feelings  of  a  very  differeDt  kind. 
The  ▼ictoriea  which  the  necessity  of  the 
case  compelled  those  gallant  troops  to  win 
for  uSy  seemed  to  him  to  place  them  pretty 
much  in  the  same  situation  with  those  who 
went  before  them   and  were  ornaments  of 
the  same  service  five-and- thirty  years  ago, 
and  which  were  pronounced,  by  men  of 
varioos  grades  of  opinion,  differing  most 
widely  on  other  topics — not  only  by  Mr. 
Fox  and  Lord  Grey,  but  by  Lord  Spencer, 
Lord  Grenville,  and  by  Mr.  Wyndham 
himself — objects    of   condolence,    rather 
than  of  pure,  unmingled  congratulation. 
It  was  possible  that  all  this  might  be  jus- 
tified.    It  was  possible  that  all  this  might 
be  defensible.   But  if  it  was  defended  with 
success,  if  it  was  capable  of  justification, 
it  must  be  on  the  ground  not  of  any  re- 
mote policy,  or  interest,  or  expediency, 
but  on  the  ground  of  necessity,  on  the 
ground  of  danger,  not  remote  but  imme- 
diate—all but  inevitable,  and  to  be  averted 
in  DO  other  way.     On  these  grounds,  and 
on  these  alone,  could  the  things  be  justi- 
fied which  had  been  done,  or  the  policy  be 
defended  which  had  been  adopted.     Al- 
though  thus   expressing    his    sentiments 
without  reserve  upon  the  present  state  of 
our  foreign  relations,  he  was  yet  bound  in 
justice  to  himself  to  express  a  certain  de- 
gree of  dissent  from  an  opinion  which  of 
late  years  had  to  some  extent  prevailed. 
The  opinion  to  which  he  alluded  had  been 
carriea  to  an  extreme  in  which  he  never 
had   concurred — namely,   that    the    best 
policy  for  England  to  pursue  was  to  keep 
aloof  from  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  to 
shut  ourselves  up  in  our  insular  position > 
to  take  DO  more  concern  in  the  affairs  of 
the   continent   of    Europe   than  did   the 
United  States  of  America.     Trading  with 
ally  friendly  with  each,  but  standing  aloof 
in  the  security  of  our  coast.     Permitting 
DO  one  to  insult  our  flag,  or  injure  our 
subjects,  but  still  not  interfering  unless  in 
cases  of  direct  injury  or  insult  to  ourselves. 
Now  in  that  extreme  opinion  he  never  had 
concurred.     Would  that  it  were  possible, 
from  our  position,  or  from  the  nature  of 
human  affairs,  that  such  policy  could  be 
pursued  by  us ;    but  it  was  his  belief  that 
unhappily,  it  was  impossible.    But  there 
was  a  wide  difference  between  never  inter- 
fering at   all   in  continental  policy,  and 
perpetually  and  incessantly  intermedling 
ifi  them — between  keeping  entirely  aloof 
from  all  concern  with  European  affairs, 
WbA  nerer  having  our  hands  out  of  those 


affairs  between,  on  the  one  hand,  shutting 
ourselves  up  in  our  insular  position,  as  if 
divided  by  the  Atlantic  instead  of  the 
Channel,  and  wholly  separate  from  the 
rest  of  the  world  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
extending  ourselves  and  adopting  a  sort 
of  ubiquity,  making  ourselves  everywhere 
present,  perpetually  acting,  always  intri- 
guing or  negotiating  (for  he  did  not  like 
to  use  a  harsh  expression)— ^al  ways  med- 
dling everywhere,  as  if  our  existence  were 
extended  over  Europe,  and  the  Continent 
were  part  and  parcel  of  the  British  domi- 
nions. It  was  to  the  excess  he  objected. 
It  was  of  perpetual  interference  and  con- 
stant intermeddling  that  he  now  com- 
plained, and  ever  should  complain;  and 
when  he  looked  back  to  the  discussions 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  last  six 
months,  and  to  the  negotiations  previous 
to  those  six  months,  it  really  did  appear 
to  him  as  if  men  or  Ministers  were  acting 
on  some  strange  supposition,  as  if  the 
capital  of  the  Turkish  empire  were  the 
capital  of  these  islands — as  if  there  were 
no  difference  between  the  British  Channel 
and  the  Bosphorus,  as  if  Syria  were  inland, 
or  as  if  the  rule  of  those  countries,  whe- 
ther by  the  Sultan  in  the  north,  or  the 
Pacha  in  the  south,  concerned  us  as 
nearly  as  the  rule  of  the  French  empire 
under  Napoleon  himself.  With  respect  to 
the  conduct  of  one  of  those  parties  in  his 
internal  government,  namely  the  Pacha, 
he  wished  to  put  it  out  of  view,  and  he 
would  merely  observe,  that,  while  an  alto- 
gether undue  importance  had  been  at- 
tached to  his  government  in  the  recent 
discussions,  both  it,  and  the  position  and 
resources  of  the  Pacha,  had  been  repre- 
sented in  the  most  different  lights  as  occa- 
sion required.  Sometimes  he  was  repre- 
sented, when  the  points  of  the  argument 
made  it  necessary,  as  the  mere  vassal  of 
the  Porte ;  at  other  times,  as  an  independ- 
ent power,  and  he  was  treated  with  as 
such.  Sometimes  he  was  represented  as 
exceedingly  powerful,  and  of  most  danger- 
ous resources ;  and  then,  when  it  suited 
the  purposes  of  the  argument,  his  re- 
sources were  said  to  be  exaggerated,  and 
his  power  such  as  any  one  might  cope 
with.  As  to  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Egypt,  or  as  to  what  its  resources 
were  now  as  compared  with  what  they 
were  before,  he  would  say  nothing  further 
than  the  remark,  that  Mehemet  Ali  did 
not  appear  to  be  by  a  great  deal  so  power- 
ful as  he  was  ^ye  or  six  years  ago^that 
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tu»i.  t|  |^.uuu  u  ixt  «ft  !;i«at  iiititfreoce 
K«Hi.wM  kiA  w44Pt«ici'»  «ii  the  litoe  of  the 
Sfc.'.w  .«  Nc**^i  u  ISJ9,  ;&iHi  those  which 
K  ^A4^»;ki,u  Lu  iS^'i.  Auy  further  ob- 
^•«a;.iou  uiiiu  ihtiM  Oil  hit  power  h»d  oo 
^i;tJ  K'l  couuc&iou  Mbith  the  qu-jsiioo,  and 
Mtih  iiuibii)^  further  oii  thai  subject  was 
1 1  iiLcc^wiy  tor  him  to  trouble  their  Lord- 
»hipi.  Uut  what  wua  the  avowed  object 
of  all  our  proceedings,  iu  which  so  great 
lisk  w«u  incurred— so  much  actual  mis- 
chief had  bceudoue — by  which  the  peace  of 
Kuiope  had  been  injured,  and  the  alliance 
vhitU  Fiance  deUiuyed  ?  They  were  told 
iu  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  that  the 
object  was  to  maintain  the  integrity  and 
independence  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 
Since  when  had  we  begun  to  think  it  ab- 
solutely and  iudis|)eusably  necessary  to 
consult  for  nothing  but  the  independence 
and  integrity  of  the  Turkish  empire  ?  Was 
it  in  the  year  1827,  when  we  joined  with 
Russia,  our  present  ally,  in  destroying 
the  Heet  of  the  Turkish  empire?  Was 
it  in  1H;^0  or  1831,  when  we  negocisted 
with  Russia  respecting  the  dismember- 
ment of  the  Turkish  empire  of  a  large, 
important,  and  integral  portion ;  when 
the  negotiation  was  not  for  taking  away 
Greece,  and  erecting  it  into  an  inde- 
pendent kingdom  (for  of  that  there  was 
no  duubt),  but  as  to  what  amount  of  ter- 
ritory should  be  added  to  Greece — what 
amount  of  inroad  and  encroachment  should 
ba  made  on  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish 
empire — what  amount  of  encroachment 
upon,  and  defalcation  from,  the  integrity 
01  the  Turkish  empire  should  be  part  and 
parcel  of  the  same  operation  by  which  we 
asserted  and  guaranteed  the  independence 
of  Greece?  Was  it  in  1839,  that  we 
thought  of  nothing  but  the  independence 
and  integrity  of  the  Tutkish  empire  ?  Why 
in  1839  we  offered  to  tlic  Pacha  himself 
Egypt,  the  most  valuable  of  the  Turkish 
provmces,  in  absolute  hereditary  sove- 
reifDiy.  That  was  not  all.  In  October, 
18399  wo  offered  not  only  Egypt,  but  we 
proposed  to  cut  out  of  Syria,  by  way  of 
aduition  or  arrondissement,  for  Ggyj>t,  a 
larga  and  important  portion.  We  olTcicd, 
in  fact,  the  pachtlic  of  Acre,  which,  as 
hid  been  said,  meant  Syria.  Now  we 
would  not  allow  him  to  have  it,  because  if 
he  got  it  he  would  take  the  rest  without 
leave.  Wo  had  oflered  the  pachalic  of 
Acre  hereditarily  in  I839|  but  without  tlie 
fortress ;  but  in  May ,  1 840,  we  bad  offered 
lh«  pachaho  for  lifoi  with  the  fortreaa. 


The  difference  between  the  hereditary  of* 
fer  and  that  for  life  in  the  east,  and  as  it 
affected  the  independence  and  integrity  of 
the  Turkish  empire-  the  difference  to  a 
man  of  vigour  who  had  three  or  foar  years 
of  life  to  exercise  that  vigour,  was  ao 
trivial  and  insignificant,  that  he  would  be 
ashamed  to  detain  their  Lordships  by  ei- 
pldining  how  small  it  was.  Therefore,  the 
independence  and  integrity  of  the  Turkish 
empire,  which  was  an  object  of  such  para« 
mount  importance,  that  for  it  we  were  to 
give  up  the  alliance  with  France,  to  unite 
ourselves  with  the  remains  of  the  holy 
alliance,  with  Russia,  Austria^  and  Praasia, 
in  preference  to  France,  was  of  soch 
weight  with  us  in  May,  1840,  that  wa 
offered  to  give  up  to  its  supposed  enenj, 
Mehemct  Ali,  the  fortress  of  Acre,  which 
was  the  key  to  the  pachalic,  the  pachalic 
being  the  key  to  Syria, — Syria  being  the 
key  to  the  Taurus— the  Taurus  being  the 
key  to  the  Bosphorus,  and  the  Bosphoraa 
the  key  to  Constantinople.  We  pro* 
posed  last  year  to  place  in  the  hands 
of  Mehcmet  Ali  the  first  links  of  this 
chain  so  dangerous  to  the  independence 
of  the  Turkish  empire,  and  yet  that  inde- 
pendence was  now  become  an  object  in 
pursuit  of  which  it  was  said  to  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  waive  all  other  con* 
siderations  as  if  they  were  of  none  avail, 
and  sacrifice  the  real  security,  the  trite 
basis,  the  only  solid  and  substantial 
foundation  which  there  could  be  for  the 
|)eace  of  Europe,  he  meant  the  good  an* 
derstanding  and  alliance  between  France 
and  England.  l*hc  argument  assamed 
this  sha|>e — that  it  was  necessary,  not  for 
immediate  peace  perhaps,  but  for  pro- 
spective peace  at  some  future  period-— 
uncertain  it  might  be,  and  distant,  but  still 
a  possible  period  at  which  peace  might  be 
broken — tliat  we  ought  to  arrange  all 
matters,  especially  in  the  l«cvant,  to  meet 
such  a  contingency,  and  that  we  should 
do  our  best  to  prevent  the  Turkish  empire 
from  falling  to  pieces.  Now  to  talk  of 
restofing  the  Turkish  empire — of  renovat- 
ing a  body  which  had  fallen  to  pieces 
from  entire  decay— of  re-organizing  a 
government  under  which  erery  pacha  set 
up  for  himself,  from  time  to  time,  and  be- 
came independent  st  his  pleasare— every 
portion  of  which  government  was  in  a 
state  of  almost  entire  derangenent :  a 
government  which  had  been,  not  for  years^ 
but  for  reigns,  a^  if  stricken  with  para* 
lysis;  to  think  of  setting  op  such  a  govern* 
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meiil.  eveD  with  the  assistance  of  Russia 
nol  likely  to  be  blind  to  her  own  interests 
—did  appear  to  him  the  most  chimerical 
object  that  could  come  into  the  mind  of  a 
ttatetmany  at  least  as  a  thing  for  which 
he  was  to  incur  any  considerable  risk,  or 
make  any  material  sacrifice.  Suppose 
the  question  settled  as  they  desired,  and 
Syria  in  the  possession  of  Turkey,  what 
reaaon  was  there  to  suppose  that  that 
go?ernment  could  hold  it.  They  had  armed 
be  knew  not  how  many  thousand  of  Sy- 
riaoa,  for  the  purpose  of  insurrection 
against  one  government.  Why  iinght  the 
Syrians  not  use  the  same  arms  in  insurrec- 
tioo  against  the  Grand  Turk  himself? 
Those  who  thought  such  an  event  impos- 
sible, most  take  a  very  sanguine  view  of 
the  facility  with  which  the  undisciplined 
and  UQtutored  rabble  of  that  unhappy 
country  could  be  made,  at  a  single  word, 
to  take  up  or  lay  down  their  arms,  to  suit 
the  combinations  and  purposes  of  the 
dififerent  allied  powers.  Then,  again, 
observe  the  argument  which  was  used. 
Danger  was  apprehended,  if  the  Turkish 
empire  was  not  kept  together — kept  to- 
getner,  indeed,  in  correct  speech,  it  could 
not  be— but  renovated,  reformed,  and  put 
together,  being  now  broken  in  pieces  by 
time,  by  its  own  hands,  and  by  other  hands 
than  its  own,  ours  among  the  number.  It 
must  be  put  together  and  held  together  by 
other  nations,  especially  by  Russia,  who, 
as  her  interest  was  deeper,  was  likely  to 
be  more  close  in  her  attention,  and  to  have 
a  greater  share  than  any  other  in  deter- 
mining the  ultimate  fate  of  that  empire. 
But  he  came  at  once  to  the  danger.  What ! 
was  it  not  danger  to  Turkey  herself?  That 
would  be  no  argument  for  interfering  in 
any  way  upon  any  doctrine  of  the  balance 
of  power.  It  must  be  a  danger  which 
implied  risk  to  the  security  of  other  coun- 
tries— to  the  general  peace  of  the  world — 
to  the  safety  of  neighbouring  nations, 
mediately  or  immediately  to  the  safety  of 
nations  less  near.  That  danger  meant 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  danger 
from  Russia  herself.  For  it  was  said  that 
Turkey  got  enfeebled  if  Mehemet  Ali  were 
left  io  possession  of  Egypt,  and  to  Egypt 
were  added  Syria,  on  which  the  question 
had  arisen ;  and  in  so  far  as  it  was  not 
settled,  danger  still  existed.  Mehemet 
Ali  being  in  possession  of  Syria,  might 
proceed  through  the  passes  of  the  Taurus 
to  the  Bosphorus,  and  take  Constan- 
tinople. This  would  entitle  Russia  to  come 


down  Bs  the  protectress  of  Turkey,  and  in 
her  quality  of  protectress  she  might  take 
a  share  of  the  dominions  of  the  Porti*,  in 
addition  to  the  large  share  which,  having 
taken,  she  already  possesses.  That  was 
the  argument  by  which  interference  was 
supported,  by  which  the  rupture — not 
with  France,  thank  God — but  the  rupture 
of  the  French  alliance  was  defended.  The 
first  observation  which  suggested  itself  on 
this  argument,  uhich  was  the  basis  of  our 
whole  policy,  was  this:  what  a  strange  thing 
it  was  that  our  policy  being  entirely  directed 

uguiiistoue  naiticular  power,  Russia,  who  ol' 
all  the  world  should  be  found  to  be  a  con* 
senting  party  to  our  policy,  but  that  very 
power  ?  Nay  more,  the  policy  in  question 
being  directed  against  Russia,  the  very 
same  power  was  its  great  patron,  if  not  its 
original  proposer.  It  did  seem  most  un- 
accountable that  the  great  glory  of  thq 
scheme,  the  great  beauty  of  the  policy, 
should  turn  out  to  be  to  secure  us  against 
the  designs  of  Russia,  Russia  herself  being 
the  principal  promoter,  if  not  the  original 
author  of  the  plan.  The  argument  was 
not  easily  reconcileable  with  the  fact 
There  was  a  principle  of  which  their  lord- 
ships were  well  aware — it  was,  indeed,  a 
maxim  of  an  old  Roman  lawyer,  a  very 
wise  man,  who,  when  an  act  was  done, 
and  there  was  a  question  as  to  the  parties, 
was  accustomed  to  inquire  who  gained  by 
it ;  for  he  was  uncharitable  enough  to 
think,  could  he  hit  on  the  party  who 
gained  by  the  deed,  that  that  party  had 
some  hand  in  doing  it.  The  converse  of 
that  proposition  was  even  more  strictly 
true ;  that  when  you  saw  several  parties 
engaged  in  an  act,  and  the  question  arose 
whether  that  act  was  beneficial  to  the  one 
or  other  of  those  parties,  or  injurious,  in 
precise  proportion  to  the  zeal  with  which 
you  observed  one  of  those  parties  bestir- 
ing  himself  to  further  that  act,  you  might 
be  certain  that  the  act  was  not  prejudicial 
to  that  party,  but  beneficial.  Thus,  when 
that  foul,  that  wicked  deed,  the  partition 
of  Poland  was  acting,  there  was  a  great 
question  who  was  the  real  author  of  that 
great  public  crime ;  which  of  the  three 
courts  it  was  that  could  be  charged  as  the 
original  suggester  of  that  horrible  outrage. 
But  when  it  was  seen  that  Russia  gained 
incalculably  more  than  either  of  the  two 
other  powers,  or  than  both  of  them  put 
together,  men  immediately  applied  the 
doctrine  of  the  old  Roman  lawyer,  and 
said  that  Russia,  who  was  the  greatest 
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Kit^Cs  ««  i^  cri(in«l  |>lttDner  of  the 
hi.  :ss^  o.Ht^<rt«ly«  in  ilie  present  case, 
whtK^  t^  s^tti^ioii  was  not,  who  was  the 
«Mih«^  ^  «  (^^7»  ^t  the  author  and  the 
IK^icM  k^iu^  ^Y«n,the  quistion  was^whe* 
^b^  ^#  ol  si»v«ral  parties  really  benefitted 
<Mr  W«V  by  Ibttt  pohcy,  whetltor  losing^,  more 
\K  W4»  iit  one  IritliDg  and  unimportant  and 
ilMMmiktv  direction,  he  ditl  not  gain  more 
i«^  another  more  important  and  permanent 
dirtclioiit  when  this  came  to  be  the  ques- 
tion, and  when  it  was  seen  that  Russia  was 
not  only  a  consenting  party,  but  a  willing 
party,  and  not  only  a  willing  party,  but  a 
Melons  party,  and,  perhaps^  not  only  a 
party*  but,  underhand,  and  in  some  way 
i»r  other,  the  contriver  snd  suggester  of 
the  whole,  then  men  began  to  apply  the 
converse  of  the  rule  of  the  old  Roman 
lawyer— that  rule  which  was  the  rule  of 
common  sense,  dictated  alike  by  the  ex- 
porienco  of  men  of  courts,  and  of  human 
aflfairt,  and  confident  as  he  believed,  that 
Kusaia  was  not  to  lose  but  to  gain,  that 
Uio  policy,  whether  in  itself  or  in  its  conse- 
quences, uflbrded  no  security  against  Rus- 
sia as  to  Turkey,  and  that  Russia,  in 
short,  stood  in  a  better  position  for  the 
furtherance  of  its  schemes,  after  the  policy 
had  been  carried  into  effect,  than  it  did 
before  ;  it  was  easy  to  believe,  that  Russia 
found  it  well  worth  while  to  give  up  some 
immediate  and  comparatively  trifling  ad- 
vantages with  respect  to  her  views  on  Tur- 
key, for  the  purpose  of  gaining  benefits, 
which,  though  not  so  immediate,  were  far 
more  valuable,  and  which,  not  to  say  in 
the  long  run,  but  ere  a  very  great  time 
had  elapsed,  would  most  probably,  nay, 
inevitably,  tend  to  gain  more  for  her,  and 
to  further  her  designs  of  aggrandisement 
more  fully,  than  it  this  treaty  and  this 
imlicy  bad  never  existed.  Russia,  pcr- 
naps,  lost  some  temporary  advantage,  but 
nothing  in  comparison  with  the  to  her  in- 
Mtlmablo  gain  of  keeping  the  Turkish 
empire  together  for  a  space  of  time  in 
•ucii  a  way  as  to  deprive  it  for  that  space 
of  time  of^  any  pretext  for  foreign  intcr- 
fertnoe  fur  its  protection.  What  was  it 
that  had  hitherto  made  Constantinople 
Ibr bidden  ground  to  Uuuia?  What  was 
It  thati  while  it  lastetl,  gave  the  most  com- 
pletei  the  most  permanent,  the  most  un- 
exceptionable security  agaiust  Turkey's 
Ikllinff  a  prey  to  any  designs  or  force  from 
ike  North— fVoin  Russia  r  Tlie  good  un- 
derstandiiiff  between  England  and  France 
^-tbtt   alliance   between    England    and 


France— the  co-operation  of  the  councils 
of  England  and  P'rance— this  it  was  that, 
while  it    endured,  made    it   hopeless  for 
Russia  to   turn   her   eyes   towards  Con- 
stantinople —  this   it    was  that,  while  it 
endured,  made  the  Turkish  empire,  eren 
in   its    weakness,   secure.      And  if  there 
was   one   single    object  more   cherished, 
more  pursued  than   another   by   Russia, 
it  was  that   this  alliance  between   Eng- 
land and  France  should  cease,  and  that 
there  should  be  substituted  for  the  good 
understanding     between     those    powers, 
which   had  so  long  prevailed,  something 
like  the  present,  he  would  not  call  it  mis* 
understanding,  but  coldness  and  mistmtt. 
To  gain  this  object  at  any  price  had  long 
been  the  chief  aim  of  Russia,  and  to  gain 
thisobject^bowobvious  was  it,thatshe  would 
readily  sacrifice  any  interest  of  a  merely 
temporary  and  comparatively  trifling  na* 
ture  ?  To  gain  this  object  was  worth  more 
to  Russia  than  all  the  successes  which 
either  her  arms  or  her  negotiations  could 
bring  her  in  any  other  way,  and  in  tbb 
object  she  had  unhappily  thus  far  suc- 
ceeded.     The     government  of     France 
was  charged  with  an  intention  of  creep- 
ing along  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  ulti- 
mately getting  hold  of  Egypt  for  herself, 
and  the  pivot  of  our  whole  policy  as  re- 
garded Russia,  France,  and  Turkey,  was 
the  supposition  that  France  entertained 
such  designs,  and  was  likely,  under  cer- 
tain circumstances,  to  carry  those  designs 
into  effect.     Now  he  would  ask  any  man 
of  plain,  ordinary  common  sense,  which 
was  the  most  likely    to  happen  —  that 
France,  supposing  her  to  entertain  these 
designs,  should  endeavour  to  carry  them 
into  execution  if  she  remained  in  amity 
with  us,  or  that  France,  being  no  longer 
in  alliance  with  us,  being  separated  from 
us,  should  afterwards  get  round  to  Russia, 
and  that  Russia,  being  all  too  willing  to 
enter  into  the  combination  with  her,  the 
two  powers  should  together  accomplish 
those  purposes  which  the  argument  prin- 
cipally dwelt  upon  supposed  Russia  to 
have,  on  the  one  hand,  and  France  on  the 
other?      Would  not  these   two  powers, 
he  would  ask,  attempt  such  purposes,  if 
they  entertained  them,  more  readdy,  and 
more  vigorously,  if  they  came  together, 
than  if  France  had  remained  in  alliance 
with  England?     It  was  a  very  common 
error  in  the  present  discussion  to  turn  the 
(|uestion  a  great  deal  upon  the  rclatira 
management  of  the  matter  by  the  Minis* 
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ters  of  France  and  England.  Now  there 
was  no  man  who  was  more  ready  than 
himself  (Lord  Brougham)  to  give  the  am- 

Slest  testimony  to  the  talent  and  ability 
isplayed  by  his  noble  Friend  in  the  other 
House  in  the  course  of  these  negotiations. 
He  had  had  experience  of  the  great 
powers  of  his  noble  Friend  in  business,  in 
negotiation,  and  in  all  the  departments  in 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  act,  and  he 
felt  only  admiration  of  his  address  and 
statesmanlike  abilities.  Nor  was  he  sur- 
prised at  witnessing  their  recent  display, 
for,  acquainted  as  he  was  with  the  noble 
Lord,  they  were  to  hitd  no  novelty,  but 
even  admitting,  that  his  noble  Friend  was 
perfectly  right  in  his  mode  of  conducting 
the  affair,  and  that  the  French  minister 
was  as  entirely  in  the  wrong,  that  was  al- 
together beside  the  question.  The  latter 
might  be  completely  in  the  wrong,  yet 
the  policy  of  the  former  might  be  as 
much  so.  It  did  not  at  all  follow  that  the 
country  of  the  one  had  not  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  that  policy,  because  the  country 
of  the  other  might  also  be  entitled  to 
complain  of  its  minister.  Before  he  con- 
cluded the  observations  he  had  felt  it  his 
duty  to  make  (a  most  painful  duty  it  was), 
he  would  beg  to  add  one  remark  respecting 
the  people  of  this  country,  and  with  respect 
to  the  people  of  France,  a  remark  which 
he  thought  it  right  Ministers  should  have 
well  impressed  on  their  minds  in  what 
remained  of  this  important  and  difficult 
negotiation,  and  which  he  considered 
might  be  important,  with  a  view  to  pre- 
serve the  greatest  of  blessings,  and  to 
avoid  the  most  grievous  of  calamities,  for 
both  the  one  and  the  other  of  those  na- 
tions. In  God's  name  let  it  not  be  sup- 
posed, either  on  this  side  of  the  water  by 
the  Government,  or  on  the  other  side  by 
the  French  nation— for  he  hardly  knew 
on  which  side  the  error  might  be  the 
most  fatal — let  it  not  be  supposed  that 
the  people  of  this  country  had  ever  for 
one  instant  felt  indifferent  to  a  policy 
which  threatened  war  with  France,  or 
indifferent  to  the  incalculable  blessings  of 
maintaining  peace  with  thai  nation.  If 
it  were  said,  that  no  demonstration  had 
been  made,  that  no  appearance  had  been 
exhibited  of  any  great  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  the  people  on  this  subject,  he 
could  account  for  that  in  this  way  :  they 
never  believed  it  possible  that  peace 
should  be  broken ;  the  idea,  as  a  prac- 
tical notion,  never  entered  their  imagina- 


tions. If  it  had  been  at  once  told  them, 
if  they  had  been  instantaneously  put  in 
possession  of  the  fact,  "you  are  on  the 
point  of  war  with  France,"  he  believed 
that  nearly  the  whole  people — he  was 
confident  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
people—he  knew  for  certain  that  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  the  working  classes, 
the  middle  classes,  and  all  the  Liberal 
party,  as  they  were  called,  of  this  nation, 
without  any  exception,  would  have  risen 
up  as  one  man,  would  have  said  to  the 
Government,  **  The  peace  with  France 
shall  not  be  broken,  come  what  may !  '* 
This  was  his  belief:  he  knew  the  fact; 
and  this  was  one  reason  why  no  demon- 
strations had  been  made.  Another  reason 
was  this,  and  it  was  a  reason  why  other 
demonstrations  were  often  suppressed 
too ;  the  noble  Lords  opposite  were  not 
at  the  head  of  affairs ;  and  the  friends  of 
peace,  of  the  French  alliance,  and  the 
leaders  of  the  liberal  party,  were  the  na- 
tural friends  of  that  alliance,  the  friends 
of  a  pacific  policy,  the  enemies  of  a  rup- 
ture with  France,  unless  reduced  to  it  by 
absolute  necessity  all  which  prevented  the 
pacific  people  from  making  any  demon- 
stration by  the  apprehension  that  it  might 
be  injurious  to  their  friends  and  leaders 
in  the  Government;  and  this,  he  knew 
as  a  positive  fact,  had  prevented  numer- 
ous demonstrations  on  the  subject.  An- 
other reason  had  operated  with  others  in 
preventing  demonstrations.  This  class 
of  persons,  finding  all  at  once  that  nego- 
tiations were  going  on,  and  that  there  was 
reason  to  apprehend  dangerous  results, 
still,  much  to  their  credit,  abstained  from 
making  demonstrations  from  a  feeling 
that,  in  the  then  exciting  state  of  things, 
such  demonstrations,  while  too  late  to  do 
good,  might  lead  to  very  dangerous  con- 
sequences, at  a  time  when  it  was  not 
known  what  might  be  the  result ;  when  it 
was  not  known  how  soon  the  slightest 
turn  in  affairs  might  lead  to  a  rupture ; 
and  the  sword  once  drawn,  it  could  not 
be  known  how  long  a  period  might  elapse 
ere  it  would  return  to  the  scabbard.  They 
had  been  too  late  to  do  any  service,  and 
feeling  that  under  such  ciscumstances  de- 
monstrations would  do  more  injury  than 
good,  the  people  of  this  country  cau- 
tiously abstained  from  expressing  their 
opinion,  which,  however,  was  adverse  to 
war.  Let  not,  therefore, his  noble  Friend, 
or  her  Majesty's  Government,  suppose  if 
the   people  of    England  really  believed 
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«ifi  ?hinu^  mm  vrc^aded,  ences  which 
nHr  thr  «  «fiittiliMi  from 
il«r  <)M«iiHnt  Q»  dhr  iMher,  that 
rffc,,  fpjii^jiT  ^  l<hi«i«h  jiltoBire  would  not 
^  .^^  ^i«ii»lM«r  .i»a*^  A<f  pment  policy 
^r-'-h  mi>%  ^  »i«hM«iKU  Mt.    rodoe  means 

vtM  .i%loiittf«i;  umit^bledly,  by  bad 

;Mt«<««t|Mii(iui»  ttKo  10  uke  advantage 
,<i  *  iH'  Mi«i)C  i»t(tMit»i  the  AlHanee  between 
Si^attU  mhI  KrttHHX :  but  lie  trusted  that 
MMii  Mcu  wcr<^  t^w  in  number,  that  their 
pKut«.'4>i«*'*  w^nr  IfUr  from  numerous,  nnd 
iliat  ihctr  |Hvceedin^$  would  be  attended 
«%tlii  ^(i^fti  failure,  ^>ne  reason,  and  that 
^«s  th«  ^rouinlwork  of  ull,  for  the  rup- 
lofc  iMwecu  lf!n||;land  and  France  was, 
thai  ib^re  bad  been  a  want  of  courtesy 
ahowu  towards  France  in  the  pro<rrcss  of 
UHMt»  Mfotiations,  and,  indeed,  M.  Gui- 
A04  himself  had  nothing  to  say  more  in 
favour  of  the  French  Ministry  than  that 
what  had  been  done  had  been  done  in  a 
diacourteous  manner.  There  was  no  de- 
MVini;  that  the  French  were  a  |)eople  of 
ibe  greatest  genius^  cournicc,  nnd  military 
fkill.  Their  britliiint  mditary  character 
made  them  **  jealous  of  honour,  sudden 
and  quick  in  (|uarrel,"  and  on  those  ac- 
oounts  it  would  have  been  btHler  if  every 
thint;  like  discourtesy,  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  induce  them  to  a  course  likely  to 
gratify  their  predilections  had  been  stu- 
dionaly  avoided.  To  suppose,  however, 
for  a  moment,  that  any  one  in  this  coun- 
try ever  underrated  the  great  military  cha- 
racter and  renown  of  the  French  nation 
—to  suppose  that  even  the  noble  Duke 
opposite,  or  any  one  of  hi«  former  gallant 
companions  in  iirins,  evrr  thought  or 
dreamt  of  speaking  other  wise  than  most 
rtapectfully  of  the  great  achievements  in 
arms  of  that  nation,  would  l>e  in  the  high- 
est degree  prei)Osterous.  lie  was  himself 
speaking  the  language  of  peace ;  but  to 
suppose  that  any  man  of  this  country 
should  speak  of  France  as  having  been 
humbled,  he  must  say  he  had  never  heard 
such  a  sentiment  from  the  mouth  of  any 
one,  unlets,  indeed,  it  wire  broached  by 
some  one  of  those— few  indeed  as  they 
must  now  be — who  might  still  entert.iin  a 
portion  of  those  old  prejudices  which  he 
believed  and  hopfd  this  country  had  long 
ere  this  outlived  and  abindoned.  The 
noble  Duke  had  always  himself  main- 
taaned,  that  France  must  ever  be  a  great 
and  leading  power  in  Euiope,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  that  that  noble  Duke,  if  ever  it 
hi      been  pro|>osed,  in  any  of  the  confer- 
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were  held  by  the  grett 
Powers  in  1814,  and  subsequent  years, 
to  encroach  upon  France,  would  have 
been  among  the  very  first  to  have  resisted 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course  of  policy. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  every  conn* 
dence  in  the  good  sense  and  high  feeling 
of  the  French  nation,  and  in  the  certainty 
which  must  prevail  among  the  people  of 
that  great  country,  that  they  ever  mutt 
command  respect  as  one  of  the  leading 
Powers  of  Europe ;  and  trusting  to  the 
prevalence  of  such  feelings  in  the  French 
nation,  and  hoping,  that  they  would  bring 
that  people  back  to  amity  with  this  coun* 
try,  he  would  conclude  by  expressing  to 
their  Lonlships  his  earr>est  hope  for  the 
security  of  the  peace  of  the  two  nations 
and  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  world. 

Viscount  Melbourne  said,  that  certainly 
from  the  appearance  of  the  House,  he 
had  anticipated  that  they  should  come  to 
a  unanimous  vote  on  the  address,  but  at 
the  same  time,  considering  the  events  that 
had  recently  occurred,  the  policy  which 
had  been  purstied,  and  the  conse<|oencet 
resulting  therefrom,  he  had  equally  anti- 
cipated that  some  remarks  would  be  made 
on  the  line  of  conduct  which  had  been 
titken,  on  the  conrse  of  events,  and  their 
probable  results,  and  therefore  he  had  not 
felt  at  all  surprised  at  the  speech  they 
had  just  heard  —  an  eloquent  and  abw 
speech,  he  would  add,  in  the  general 
principles  of  which,  he  for  the  most  part 
agreed,  though  he  was  sorry  at  the  same 
time  that  he  could  not  concur  in  the  ap- 
plication of  those  principles.  His  noble 
and  learned  Friend  had  stated  with  per- 
fect truth,  that  the  address  did  not  pledge 
the  House,  or  any  noble  Member  of  the 
House,  to  approve  or  concur  in  any  one  of 
the  measures  which  were  mentioned  in  that 
address.  The  address  he  would  beg  leave 
to  say  had  been  framed  with  singular  care 
and  caution  in  this  respect,  and  he  be- 
lieved noble  Lords,  on  reading  it,  would 
6nd  they  could  safely  vote  for  it,  without 
binding  themselves  to  any  opinion  or  any 
subject  in  it,  and  without  in  the  least 
fettering  thcmsc^lves  in  the  exercise  of  their 
free  judgment,  and  thediscretion  which  they 
might  think  fit  to  exercise  on  it  hereafter. 
Their  Lordships  wereof course  awaretlut  the 
policy  which  had  been  pursued,  th^t  the 
course  which  had  Ixen  taken,  that  the 
events  which  had  happened,  were  all  of 
deep  and  great  im|)oriiince.  They  must. 
see  that  the  policy  which  had  been  pursued 
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was  bold  10  its  character,  and  he  was  quite 
aware  that  he  could  not  ask  noble  Lords 
to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  that  policy, 
to  come  to  a  vote  of  approbation  of  it, 
without  he  laid  before  them,  which  he  in- 
tended immediately  to  do,  the  fullest  in- 
formation on  the  whole  subject  —  the 
clearest  statement  of  the  whole  of  the 
negotiations;  and  when  noble  Lords 
came  to  consider  the  documents,  he  had 
the  most  sanguine  expectations  that  the 
nature  of  the  defence  which  had  been 
pointed  out  by  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
as  necessary — that  a  defence,  not  exactly 
amounting,  as  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
suggested,  to  a  case  of  absolute  necessity, 
that  was  to  say,  a  case  in  which  it  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  acted  other- 
wise— but  amounting  to  a  case  of  strin- 
gent policy,  and  evident  expediency,  to  a 
case  which  had  called  upon  Government 
to  act  as  it  had  done,  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  for  the  future  the  peace  of 
Europe.  Such  a  case,  he  trusted  their 
Lordships  would  find  made  out  from  the 
documents ;  and  above  all  things,  he  felt 

auite   certain  that  when  they  read  these 
ocuments,  and    considered    the    whole 
course  of  the  negotiations,  they  would  be 
persuaded  that  there  had  been  no  want  of 
courtesy  in  the  manner  in  which  the  nego- 
tiations had  been  conducted,  and  that  this 
Government  had  been  guilty  of  nothing 
which  could  justly  offend  the  most  sen- 
sitive  mind.      It  would  not  do  for  one 
nation  to  plead  its  own  irritability  as  a 
reason  to  govern  the  conduct  of  another 
nation,  for  this  would  be  at  once  submitting 
ourselves  entirely  to  be  governed  by  that 
other  nation.    That  was  like  what  often 
occurred  in  private  life,  where  you  often 
saw  that  the  most  ill-tempered  member  of 
the  family  in  effect  governed  all  the  other 
members  of  it  by  means  of  constantly  saying, 
"  Oh,]  am  very  irritable,  I  am  very  ill-hu- 
moured, don't  make  me  angry."    It  would 
never  do  for  a  nation  to  plead  the  faults  of 
its  own  disposition  or  its  own  government 
in  order  to  govern  or  overrule  the  conduct 
of  others,  for  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
would  recollect  that  this  principle  might 
be  pleaded  by  the  most  despotic  nations. 
His  noble  and  learned  Friend  said,  that 
the  Government  seemed  to  attach  more 
importance  to  Constantinople  than  they 
were  called  upon  to  do,  and  that  they  took 
more  care  for  its  preservation  than  they 
did  for  parts  of  this  empire,  and  he  asked 
what  was  the  real  object  that  they  had  in 


view.  His  reply  was,  that  the  object  that 
they  had  in  view  was  the  preservation  of 
peace,  by  the  settlement  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Levant,  and  by  preserving  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Turkish  empire  as  much  as 
they  could  possibly  in  the  state  in  which 
it  was.  His  noble  and  learned  Friend  asked 
how  long  they  had  felt  this  deep  interest 
in  the  subject,  for  the  proceedings  of  this 
country  at  various  periods  had  led  to 
attacks  on  the  integrity  of  the  territories 
of  Turkey,  and  he  adverted  to  what  oc- 
curred in  1827,  when  the  treaty  respecting 
Greece  was  agreed  to,  and  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  battle  of  Navarin,  and  also 
to  what  had  taken  place  since  that  time, 
and  more  particularly  to  what  happened 
in  1830  and  1831,  and  the  following  years 
when  the  affairs  of  Syria  and  Egypt  were 
brought  under  notice  by  what  was  then 
occurring  in  the  former  country,  and  again 
to  last  year,  when,  in  the  first  instance,  an 
offer  was  made  to  Mehemet  to  give  him 
the  hereditary  possession  of  Egypt,  to- 
gether with  some  very  important  districts 
of  Syria — namely,  Acre  and  Adana.  He 
would  not  go  into  an  examination  of  the 
grounds  of  the  former  policy  that  was 
pursued  towards  Turkey  some  years  ago  ; 
but  he  would  beg  to  observe  that  there 
were  other  motives  besides  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  integrity  of  the  Turkish  empire 
which  operated  to  bring  about  the  pro- 
ceedings of  1 827.  There  was  then  a  strong 
feeling  in  favour  of  the  independence  of 
Greece  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  all 
Europe,  which  undoubtedly  must  have 
had  considerable  effect  on  the  policy  of  all 
the  powers.  As  to  the  offers  made  to  the 
Pacha  of  the  possession  of  Egypt  and  of 
certain  districts  of  Syria,  all  that  he  would 
say  was,  that  it  arose  from  an  extreme 
anxiety  to  settle  the  matter  paclBcallv  in 
union  with  the  other  powers  which  had 
united  with  us  for  the  attainment  of  this 
object,  and  thus  to  avoid  that  conjuncture 
which  had  arisen.  They  did  this  because 
they  knew  that  if  the  course  of  proceeding 
was  forced  on  them  which  they  had  been 
compelled  to  follow,  it  would  be  attended 
with  some  hazard  and  risk.  It  was  un- 
questionably for  this  purpose  that  these 
offers  were  made,  and  with  the  view  and 
object  of  avoiding  those  ulterior  measures 
to  which  they  had  been  obliged  to  resort. 
It  was  quite  clear  from  the  papers  already 
on  the  Table  of  the  House,  and  more  par- 
ticularly from  the  despatches  of  Colonel 
Campbell  in  1838,  that  it  was  the  intention 
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and  determmatioD  of  the  Pacha  to  establish 
his  own  iodepeodence,  and  to  throw  off 
all  allegiance  to  the  Sultao,  aod  to  found 
a  new  independent  Mahomedan  state  on 
the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean.  This 
design  became  more  obvious  by  what  took 
place  immediately  about  the  period  of  the 
battle  of  Nezib^  and  by  the  mode  in  which 
he  obtained  possession  of  the  Sultanas  fleet, 
and  to  his  continued  refusals  to  restore  it. 
It  was  therefore  evident  that  he  intended 
to  encroach  farther  on  the  Ottoman  empire 
and  to  make  himself  the  sole,  or  the  greatest 
Mahomedan  power  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  It  was  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  other  powers  to  take  ef- 
fectual steps  to  counteract  these  dangers. 
They  had  postponed  their  measures  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  he  thought  that 
the  only  charge  which  could  be  brought 
against  them,  was  that  of  procrastination 
and  delay,  and  that  they  had  not  taken 
the  steps  long  before,  which  they  had  been 
at  last  forced  to  resort  to.  This,  however, 
had  been  done  because  they  were  most 
desirous — because  they  were  most  anxious 
—because  they  felt  that  this  was  as  nothing 
in  comparison  with  the  great  object  that 
they  should  have  the  concurrence  of  France 
in  the  settlement  of  this  question,  and  that 
nothing  was  so  desirable  as  that  the  five 
powers  should  act  together  in  the  settle- 
ment  of  affairs,  and  in  the  pacification  of 
the  Levant.  Although  they  had  been  dis- 
appointed in  their  hopes  of  this  union  of 
the  five  great  powers  tor  the  attainment  of 
this  object,  he  did  not  give  up  his  antici- 
pation and  hope,  that  they  might  still 
bring  about  an  agreement  in  opinion  on 
this  subject,  and  that  they  might  all  con- 
cur in  such  a  settlement  as  to  secure  the 
peace  and  repose  of  affairs  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  and  therefore  tlie  peace  and 
repose  of  Europe.  This  was  the  ground 
on  which  they  had  acted.  His  noble  and 
learned  Friend  said,  that  in  the  course 
which  they  had  pursued,  ihey  had  served 
the  purposes  of  Russia,  and  that  she  was 
the  only  gainer  in  the  matter,  by  breaking 
op  the  alliance  which  existed  between 
England  and  France.  Whatever  designs 
Russia  might  have  of  a  secret  nature,  he 
did  not  pretend  to  know ;  but  he  would 
suggMt  to  his  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
that  it  was  possible  that  that  power  might 
be  desirous  for  the  preservation  of  the 
paace  of  Europe,  and  which  would  put  a 
atop  to  a  state  of  things  by  which  she 
alone  might  be  compelled  to  take  part, 


and  to  interfere  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Ottoman  empire,  bound  as  she  was  to  that 
power  by  a  solemn  treaty,  and  by  which 
interference  she  might  have  compromised 
the  peace  of  Europe.  These  generally 
were  the  objects  which  they  had  in  view 
in  the  steps  which  they  had  taken,  and 
that  they  had  not  been  effected  without 
bloodshed  was  a  matter  which  gave  him 
the  greatest  concern;  but  at  the  tame 
time,  he  believed  that  the  preservation  of 
the  peace  of  Europe  and  the  world  had 
been  effected  by  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken.  He  trusted  that  ere  long  they 
would  see  a  state  of  things  in  which  all 
the  great  powers  of  Europe  would  unite 
on  this  question  with  the  end  of  secaring 
the  peace  of  the  world.  His  noble  and 
learned  Friend  said,  that  there  was  soch 
a  general  desire  fur  the  preservation  of 
peace  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  this 
countrv,  that  if  matters  had  gone  on  a 
little  further,  there  would  have  been  a 
general  demand  from  all  classes  of  the 
community  that  tranquillity  should  not  be 
interrupted  between  this  country  and 
France.  He  would  not  dwell  on  this 
point ;  but  he  felt  called  upon  to  make 
one  observation,  namely,  that  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  any  one  nation  to  command 
peace.  A  nation  might  control  its  internal 
affairs,  but  it  could  not  control  or  com. 
mand  the  proceedings  of  another  nation. 
He  must  also  observe,  that  it  was  not  the 
readiest  or  the  surest  way  to  avoid  war  by 
declaring,  that,  under  no  circumstances, 
could  a  country  go  to  war.  Having  said 
so  much  as  to  the  general  policy  of  the 
proceedings  which  had  taken  place,  he 
could  not  conclude  without  expressing  the 
great  satisfaction  that  he  felt  in  finding 
that  there  was  no  disposition  on  the  part 
of  any  noble  Lord  to  interrupt  the  unani- 
mity of  the  House  on  the  occssion  of  the 
Addreu. 

Lord  Brougham,  in  explanation,  denied 
that  he  had  said  anything  to  justify  the 
assumption  that  this  country  ought  to  go 
to  war  under  no  circumstances  whatever. 
It  was  one  thing,  however,  going  to  war 
in  consequence  of  an  attack  on  the  pos- 
sessions of  this  country,  or  the  seizure  of 
our  shipping,  or  an  insult  to  the  national 
flag;  and  altogether  a  different  matter 
doing  so  in  the  supposition  that  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  was  affected 
by  the  state  of  affairs  in  Syria. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  that  after 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Viscoant, 
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it  was  not  his  iutentioQ  to  ofier  any  ob- 
senrationsy  and  he  did  not  think  it  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  do  more  than  ex- 
press his  desire  to  support  the  present 
Address,  and  his  hope  that  it  might  be 
unaDimously  passed.  He  would  also  beg 
to  congratulate  their  Lordships  on  the 
display  of  abilities  which  had  been  made 
that  evening  by  the  noble  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Address.  The  noble 
Seconder  had  addressed  their  Lordships 
before;  but  he  must  assure  the  noble 
Mover»  that  wherever  acquired,  he  had 
shown  anything  but  inexperience  in  de- 
bate ;  for  he  mast  say,  that  in  such  cir- 
cumstances he  never  had  heard  a  more 
able  speech,  or  one  involving  more  topics, 
and  topics,  too,  which  were  not  contained 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  but  of 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  made  the  great- 
est use  in  favour  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. The  noble  Lord  had  certainly 
shown  himself  to  be  a  most  able  and  ex- 
perienced debater.  With  respect  to  the 
topics  adverted  to  in  the  Address,  he,  for 
his  own  party  would  say,  that  he  was  one 
of  those  who  approved  of  the  policy  of  the 
measures  which  had  been  adopted.  He 
had  viewed  with  no  little  anxiety  for  seve- 
ral years  past  the  state  of  things  in  the 
Levant,  and  if  he  was  not  mistaken,  he 
had  directed  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships to  the  subject  when  the  events  oc- 
curred which  occasioned  that  state  of 
things,  and  gave  rise  to  such  frequent  re- 
monstrances and  representations  from  all 
the  European  powers.  At  the  period  ad- 
verted to,  namely,  1831,  1832,  and  1833, 
their  Lordships  were  reminded,  and  he 
hoped  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  (Lord 
Brougham)  would  remember  it,  of  the 
danger  to  all  Europe,  occasioned  by  the 
state  of  things  which  led  to  the  treaty  of 
Uokiar  'Skelessi,  and  particularly  to  the 
two  great  maritime  powers  of  Great  Britain 
and  France.  Having,  he  repeated,  viewed 
these  matters  with  great  anxiety  and  at- 
tention for  a  number  of  years,  having 
been  in  office  since  the  treaty  of  Unkiar 
Skelessi  had  taken  place,  and  having  seen 
the  dangers  which  were  likely  to  result, 
he  must  confess  that  it  gave  him  great 
satisfaction  to  find,  that  the  Government 
had  taken  the  subject  into  its  serious  con- 
sideration, with  a  view  to  apply  the  best 
remedy  in  their  power  to  ward  oflffrom 
Europe  the  evils  which  threatened  from 
the  state  of  things  in  the  Levant.  He  was 
happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  had  rea- 
V6L.  LVI.  {JSt} 


son  to  think,  that  these  dangers  would  be 
averted,  that  all  would  end  in  a  peaceful 
manner,  and  that  France  would  join  with 
the  other  powers  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion those  measures  by  which  the  peace  of 
the   world    would   be  secured.     He  had 
heard  a  good  deal,  both  that  evening,  and 
at  other  times,  of  what  had  been  called 
the  alliance  between  England  and  France. 
He  was  aware,  that  France  had  on  various 
occasions  co-operated   with   this   country 
in   the   adjustment  of  several  questions, 
and  apart  from  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 
This  was  the  case  with  respect  to  the  Ne- 
therlands, and  the  two  countries  acted  in 
co-operation  and  separately  from  the  other 
powers  in  the  instance  of  the  Peninsula. 
He  knew,  however,  of  no  other  alliance 
than  a  good  understanding  between   the 
two  countries  when  consulting  on  several 
points    of  general    interest    to    Europe. 
Further  than   this,  he  knew  of  no  other 
alliance.     They  were  not  peculiarly  allies, 
but  had  acted  together,  and  in  accordance 
upon  several  subjects,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  spirit  of  the  general  alliance  of 
the  European  powers  established  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle.     The  two  countries  had  fre- 
quently acted  in   concert,   but  they  had 
also  frequently  acted  otherwise ;  for  in- 
stance, they  had  acted  separately  on  the 
occasion  of  the  negotiations  at  Verona, 
when  he    himself  was   present   there   as 
Ambassador  from  this  country,   and   on 
which  occasion  he  had  separated  himself 
from  France  and  the  other  European  al- 
lies.    England   did   not  on  that  account 
take  offence  at  the  course  which  France 
thought  proper  to  pursue.     This  country 
differed  with  the  other  European   powers 
with  respect  to  the  expedition  to  Spain, 
and,  as  he  learned  from  the  newspapers, 
France  now  differed  from  the  other  pow- 
ers with  respect  to  the  proceedings  rela- 
tive to  Syria  and  the  Levant.     He,  for 
his  part,  came  away   from  Verona,   not 
concurring   in    the   measures   which   had 
been  adopted  there,  but  certainly  without 
having  taken  offence  at  what  had  been 
done.     With  respect  to  the  present  trans- 
actions, he  had  attended  closely  to  the 
proceedings   as    detailed    in    the    public 
journals,  and  he  could    not  discover   in 
them  anything  which   France  could  con- 
strue into  offence.     He  did  not  know  why 
it   was   that   the   negotiations  had   been 
carried  on  confidentially,  and  by  conver* 
sation,  rather  than   in   the  usual   diplo- 
matic   manner,   by  notes.      It    perhaps 
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If.  .t.  .>«^  i«rit,  Of  iu  tiKftt  c«se  any 
.K^.^  «.k^^  ittiiht  (Hf  uftiMi<^  could  be 
^..^.v  .ic*,-^tjM  yy  'fj^W'^ic*  to  the  official 
.Hs^«f^'M:•^.v  t^aslhf  ctiva^ht  wa«  the  only 
4(^^  «  .K«i  sVU'ti  thf  cbitf^d  against  the 
^.w«f  iHoce«»/Mf:j.  If.  however,  the  ne- 
^yvtiAtfii^  {^ftIfi<fti  |.»e^erred  to  act  confi- 
sttsi-uuw,  4Ai<i  b>r  L>rivaie  communications, 
iiHv  ^Kt^  ;ii  liberty  to  do  so,  and  no  one 
ii«d  4  r*|^t)t  to  complain  but  the  public, 
ou  accouat  i>f  delicient  information.  He, 
uiual  itty«  however,  that  through  the  whole 
alKiii,  hr  »aw  nothing  upon  which  a  dif- 
t^r^uce  t>elween  this  country  and  France 
could  bt^  unrounded,  nor  could  he  discover 
uy  f%uli  which  had  been  committed  on 
Hkt  part.  When  he  himself  stood  alone 
at  the  congress  of  Verona,  and  all  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  adopted  a  course 
in  which  he  could  not  concur,  he  did  not 
feel  otftfhco  at  their  proceeding,  and  he 
must  do  the  noble  Viscount  the  justice  to 
say,  that  during  the  whole  of  the  recent 
transactions  no  discouitesy  had  been 
shown  to  France,  nor  was  there  reason  to 
suppose  that  any  had  been  intended.  It 
did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  charges 
which  had  tteen  made  against  Russia  by 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend,  as  to  its  ob- 
iect  with  regaid  to  affairs  in  the  Levant, 
had  been  suHiciently  made  out.  He  must 
remind  his  noble  and  learned  Friend,  that 
at  the  period  reverted  to,  namely.  1831, 
1832,  and  1833,  the  Russian  government 
had  made  the  strongest  representations 
both  to  this  country  and  to  France,  as 
well  as  the  other  European  Powers,  to 
induce  them  to  take  some  steps  to  prevent 
Mehemet  Ali*s  invasion  of  Syria.  Russia 
foretold  the  consequences  which  were 
likely  to  follow,  and  owing  to  the  neglect 
and  supineness  of  the  other  powers,  Rus- 
sia felt  it  a  matter  of  necessity  to  march 
an  army  and  bring  a  fleet  to  donstnnlino- 
pie.  No  other  Government  had  taken  so 
much  pains  as  the  Russian,  to  induce  the 
maritime  powers  to  interfere  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  invasion  of  Syria  by  A!ehe. 
met  Ali,  and  if  the  efforts  had  been  sue 
CPSsful,  the  Russian  fleet  would  not  have 
sailed,  nor  would  the  treaty  of  IJnkiar 
*Skelessi  have  been  entered  into.  He 
mer«  ly  wished  to  remind  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  of  this  fact,  of  which  he 
mu»t  h'.ive  l)een  aware,  as  at  that  time  he 
held  a  high  office  under  the  Crown.  When 
bo  (the  Duke  of  Wellingtou)  was  in  office 
in   1834-35,  he  mw  very  clearly  the  in« 


convenience  which  mast  arise  from  the 
continuance  of  the  then  state  of  thiogt  in 
the  Levant,  and  he  was  in  hopes  at  that 
time  that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  might 
be  induced  to  take  some  measures  io  coa« 
currence  with  the  other  powers,  to  effect 
the  settlement  of  affairs  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  for  he  was  sure  that  that  Sove- 
reign must  have  felt  the  inconvenience  to 
which  he  was  exposed  by  the  treaty  of 
Unkiar  'Skelessi.  It  was  not  to  be  ex« 
f)ected,  however,  that  he  would  give  up 
that  treaty,  unless  he  obtained  other  and 
adequate  securities  for  the  navigation  of 
the  Black  Sea,  and  these  had  now  been 
given  by  the  measure  which  had  been 
adopted,  and  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued.  He  must,  therefore,  under 
these  circumstances,  do  the  Emperor  the 
justice  to  say,  that  he  (the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington) saw  no  peculiar  advantage  that 
that  sovereign  had  gained  by  agreeing  to 
what  had  been  done  for  the  settlement  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Levant.  It  was,  then, 
not  altogether  fair  to  say  that  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia  was  not  seeking  for  the  same 
object  as  the  other  powers  were,  but  that 
his  only  object  was  seeking  to  break  up 
the  alliance  between  England  and  France. 
Now,  he  believed,  that  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  was  perfectly  sincere  io  working 
out  the  same  common  object  with  the 
other  powers,  so  long  as  steps  were  taken 
to  secure  the  navigation  of  the  Black  Sea. 
His  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  also 
said,  that  if  noble  Lords  on  his  (the  Duke 
of  Wellington's)  side  of  the  House  had 
been  in  office,  the  greatest  fears  would  have 
been  excited  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  that  the  utmost  cxcitemeut  would 
h«ive  prevailed  throughout  the  country. 
He  would  not  pretend  to  say  whether  any 
or  what  degree  of  excitement  would  have 
prevailed  if  that  had  been  the  case  ;  but 
he  would  tell  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
that  no  noble  Lord  nor  anv  other  man 
that  he  knew  had  done  half  so  much  for 
the  preservation  of  peace,  and,  above  all, 
for  the  pacification  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  honour  of  France,  and  for  the  settle- 
ment of  all  questions  in  which  the  interests 
of  France  were  involved,  as  the  individual 
who  was  then  addressing  their  Lordships. 
From  the  per.od  of  the  year  1814,  down 
to  the  last  month  of  hi4  rem.iining  in  the 
service  of  the  king,  he  had  done  everything 
in  his  (Kiwer  for  the  strrui^theoing  and 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  Europe,  and 
more  particularly  for  the  maiotaioiog  and 


S7        Her  Mt^6$iy^i  Spiich^         {Jav.  26}  TheAddreBt               38 
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England  and  France.     He  repeated  that 

he  had  done  more  than  any  one  else  to  Tuesday,  January  26,  1841. 

place  France  in  the  situation  in  which  she  MrNUTss.]    Nbw  Mcmbshs.— Hon.  Robert  Shapland  Ca« 

ought    to    be  in    the    councils   of    Europe,  i«w.  for  Waterford  county  i  and  the  Right  Hon.  Ridurd 

-    •         c                   .     .                L*   L  I      r  I*  .1  Pigot,  for  Clonmel. 

irooi  a  hrm  conviction — which  he  telt  then  nkw  Writb.— For  mowmouth,  net,  wiiuam  a.  wuiiami. 

as  Strontrjy    as    he   had   ever  done — that  if  Esq.,  ChUtem  Hundreds.— For  Caktkrborv,  ncr.  Lord 

France  was  not.  the.,  there  wa,  no  security  ^i^fZiet^l^eCcSi'r^lliiiar^L.^^o'f^it 

for     the     preservation     of     the     peace     of  rky  east,  ricf,  Richard  Alaager,  Deceased 

Europe,  or  for  a  sound  decision  on  any 

subject  of  general  policy.     He  was  sure  Her    Majesty's    Speech  — The  Ad« 

that  the  nobie  Viscount  would  find,  if  he  dress.^      The    Speaker    acquainted    the 

would    take    the    trouble    to   search    the  House  that  he  had  that  day  attended  her 

archives  of  the  Government,  papers  writ-  Majesty  at  the  House  of  Peers,  where  her 

ten  by  him  shortly  before  he  went  out  of  Majesty  had  made  a  most  gracious  Speech 

office  in    1830,  which  would  fully  justify  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  of  which, 

the   assertion    which   he   had  just  made,  ^or  greater  accuracy,  he  had  procured  a 

He  was  sure  that  his  noble  Friend  in  that  copy,  which  he  would  then  read. 

House,  and  his  right  honourable  Friends  The  Speaker  read  her  Majesty's  Speech, 

elsewhere,   who   were  in  office  with  him  ^^^  which,  see  ante  p.  1. 

were  as  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  the  Lord  Brahazon  eaid,  that,  in  rising  to 

peace  of  Europe  as  any  politicians,  be  they  ^^^^  ^^»at  a  humble  Address  be  presented 

Liberals    or    otherwise.     They    were    ns  ^«  '»er  Majesty,  in  answer  to  her  most 

anxious   for   the   preservation  of  a  good  gracious  Speech,  he  felt  the  greatest  possi- 

understanding  between   France   and  this  ^l®  pleasure—a  pleasure  unalloyed  by  any 

country,  and  that  France  should  be  on  a  disagreeable  feeling,  except  that  occasioned 

perfectly  good  understanding  with  all  the  7  *.^®  !«"^  «^  i"«  ^^P  ^^^^\  inabihty  to 

powers  of  Europe,  and  thai  she  should  take  7  Justice  to  the  subject.     In  proposing 

the  station  which  became  her  in  the  rank  !^^'  ^"  '^^^''.^^^  be  presented  to  her  Ma- 

6f    nations,   and   which    her   power,   her  jesty  expressive  of  the  grateful  sense  which 

wealth,  and  her  resources,  entitled  her  to.  '^^  House  entertained  of  the  most  gracious 

He  said    this  much  because  his  noble  and  Speech    which    she    had   tliat  day  been 

learned  Friend  had  adverted  to  this  point,  pl^ased  to  deliver  from  the  Throne,  he  felt 

and  he  did  not  choose  that  there  shoild  be  ^^PP^  '^f  the  subject^  to  which  he  should 

^^    ^i    ^A     *     j:^         *u       u-    *     o  have  to  draw  their  attention  were  such  as 

17.  n^r  •  n  I  J  K^/n,    ?  !    i'f. '  ^«"W  confidently  enable  him  to  anticipate 

was  of  opinion,  and  he  entert^a.ned  the  sin-  ^^^^  ^^^    ^^J^^^  ^^  ^^  ^j^^^  J^^ 

cere  hope  and  expectation,  thi^t  the  other  ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^j^„               ^j^j^  ^^^  j^ 

powers  would  be.  able  to  reconcile  France  ^^e  Address  which  he  wis  about  to  pro- 

to  the  «etilement  of  the  affairs  of  the  Le-  ^^^^^^  h^^  j^  f^,,^^  ^^  ^he  lot  of 

van    which  had  beeneflTected  ;  and  nothmg  ^„^  ^„^  standing  in  the  situation  in  which 

could   give  him   more  entire  satisfaction  he"  then  stood  to  have  to  direct  the  atten- 

than   that    France   was   restored  to  thai  tj^^  ^f  the  House  to  topics  of  greater  in- 

slation   in  the  councils  of  Europe  which  merest  than  those  which  had  been  put  for- 

she  ought  to  hold.  ^ard  in  the  speech  from  the  Throne,  or  to 

Lord  Brougham  regretted   that  he  had  congratulate  them  upon  a  happier  or  more 

in  any  way  given  pain  to  the  noble  Duke,  glorious  state  of  things  than  was  now  be- 

but  he  must  be  excused  for  saying,  that  if  fyre  them.     In  entering  on  the   various 

he  had  only  been  the  unintentional  means  topics   to  which  it  was  now  his  duty  to 

of  calling  from  the  noble  Duke  the  state-  refer,   he  could  assure  the  House  that  he 

ment  which  the  House  had  just  heard  with  should  endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  ac- 

80  much   satisfaction,  he  fell  that  he  had  quit  himself  of  his  task  without  any  mani- 

rendered  one  of  the  most  important  ser-  festation  of  party  feeling,  it  being  his  anxi- 

vices  that  man  could  do  at  the  present  oiis  desire  to  conciliate  all  parties  in  a  cor- 

moment.  dial  co-operation  with  him  in  the  Address 

Address  agreed  to.  which  he  would  shortly  have  the  honour  of 

moving.  The  first  topic  to  which  he 
would  allude,  was  oue  which  was  not 
touched  upon  bv  her  Majesty  in  her 
Speech,  though  it  held  a  very  prominent 
C  2 
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part  in  th«  Address  which  he  was  about  to 
more*  as  he  was  sure  it  did  also  in  the 
hearts  and  affisctioos  of  all  her  ^lajesty's 
subjects.  It  was  a  subject  upon  which  his 
feelings  irresislibiT carried  him  along:  and 
he  was  diul  to  redect  that  it  was  a  subject 
oa  whicS  he  could  indulge  to  the  full  in  the 
pride  and  satisfaction  enjoyed  by  all  lo>*al 
sabjects^the  birth  of  a  Princess  Royal. 
On  this  point  he  felt  that  he  did  but  jus- 
tice to  all  the  hon.  Members  whom  he  saw 
around  him,  in  saying,  that  he  expressed 
their  feelings  in  common  with  his  own, 
when  he  declared  that  this  House  hailed 
with  unbounded  delight  and  feelings  of 
joy  the  auspicious  erent  which  had  given 
the  country  a  Princess  Royal.  When  the 
House  met'  last  year  to  address  the  Throne 
OQ  the  declaration  of  her  Majesty  of  an  in- 
tention to  contract  marriage  with  his  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Albert,  they  did  so 'in 
fond  anticipation  that  a  step  which  met 
with  such  universal  approbation  would, 
through  Divine  Proridence,  be  attendtKl 
with  all  the  blessings  of  domestic  comfort 
and  happiness,  by  which  it  was  the  ardent 
de»ire  of  all  her  subjects  that  her  Majesty 
should  be  surrounded.  If  then  they  did, 
as  undoubtedly  they  Hid,  derive  inexpressi. 
ble  jo\  from  tlie  anticipations  and  fond 
hopes  they  were  led  to  entertain,  how  re- 
joiced should  they  now  be  to  behold  the 
accfimplishment  of  all  those  fond  wishes, 
and  liow  gratefully  should  they  thank  the  j 
Almighty  Giver  of  all  Good  that  he  had 
deigned  to  hearken  to  the  nation's  prayers 
and  to  protect  her  Majesty  through  all  the 
perils  of  childbirth,  and  to  give  to  the 
country  a  direct  heir  to  the  Throne,  wh<», 
hr  sinivrely  trusted,  would  inherit  all  the 
Tiriut-s.  and  enlightened  qualities  of  her 
Royal  .Mother,  fie  now  turned  from  the 
many  pleasing  reflections  the  subject  lie 
had  ud verted  to  produced,  to  a  subject  cal- 
culated to  raise  up  feelings  of  honest  pri<ie 
and  exultation  in  the  heart  of  every  Eng- 
lishman ;  he  alluded  to  the  glorious  achieve 
meiita  which  had  been  accomplished,  not 
only  at  Acre,  but  on  the  banks  of  the  In- 
dus and  at  ('hina.  The  latter  triumph 
might  not  be  so  glorious  as  that  of  Acre  or 
on  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  but  it  was  still 
one  likely  to  prove  highly  important  in  its 
results.  It  was  a  fiirthcr  matter  of  con- 
gratulation to  consider  that  these  achieve- 
ments had  not  been  undertaken  for  the 
I)ur|Hise  of  territorial  aggrandisement,  but, 
n  the  llrsi  instance,  for  the  establishment  | 
of  the  iiidrpendenrc  of  the  Ottoman  em-  j 
pire ;  in  the  Kts^nnd,  for  the  better  govern-  ' 


ment  of  India ;  and  in  the  third,  to  riodi- 
cate  the  national  hoDour,  and  place  tbe 
commerce  of  this  country  with  China  npn 
a  surer  and  safer  footing.     It  was  pletnog 
to  reflect  that  in  all  these  undertakings  l^r 
Majesty's  eflfbrts  had  been  either  crowned 
with  success,  or  were  upon  the  eve  of  being 
so.     With  respect  to  the  political  slate  of 
the  country,  he  had  no  hesitation  io  ■•- 
serting,  that  upon  the  success  of  the  mea- 
sures of  her  Majesty's  present  Ministers 
the  interests  of  the  country  mainly  de« 
pended.      The  course  they  had   hitherto 
pursued  had  been  attended  with  the  moat 
beneficial  results.     They  had  maintaioed 
the  peace  of  Europe  under  circumstanees 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  any  nation. 
Her  Majesty   in    her  Speech    from    the 
Throne  had  declared  it  to  be  her  intention 
to  use  her  best  endeavours  to  establish  and 
maintain   the  peace  of  Europe,  and  the 
guarantee  of  the  other  |H>wers  of  Europe  to 
aid  and  assist  in  that  great  work  wouM 
allay  those  fears  which  had  been  excited  in 
consequence  of  what   had  taken  place  in 
some  parts  of  the  continent.     The  settle* 
ment  of  the  Eastern  question   had  been 
rendered  certain  by  the  glorious  success  of 
the  Britifth  arms  at  Acre ;  and  by  the  ar* 
rangements  that  had  taken  place,  tne  power 
of  Mehemet  Ali   had  been  circumscribed 
within     its    proper    limits.      They    bad 
the  strongest  assurances  from  the  Throne 
that    the    negotiations    entered    into    hy 
her   Majesty    with   the  great  powers  of 
Euro|ie    last    year    were   on  the    eve  of 
being   brought    to  a  successful    termina- 
tion.    It   was   to  be  sincerely  lamentsd 
that  io  the  course  of  events  France  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  withdrHw  her  as- 
sistance   from    the   other  great  powers, 
which  had  confederated  together  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  peace  of 
Europe,  and  the  safety  of  their  respectire 
political  relationa.    It  was,  however,  satis- 
factory to  know,  and  it  was  matter  of  self- 
congratulation  to  this  country,  and  to  her 
Majesty's  Ministers,   that   the  righteous 
objects  they  had  in  view,  and  which  it  was 
their  determination  to  secnre,   had  been 
attained  without  the  aa<istaoce  of  France* 
and  even  in  spite  of  her  opposition.     To 
the  former  minister  of  that  country  another 
hid  succeeded,  in  whose  abilities  and  mo. 
deration  Europe  had  reason  to  repose  every 
confidence.    They  might  hope  that  France 
would  yet  sec  her  error,  and  would  enter 
again    into    friendly   relations   with    this 
cmmtry,  and   renew  her  former  friendly 
interciHirse  with   us.      The  iroi 
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•CNiroes,  and   the  many  dependencies  of 
this  great  empire^  imposed  a  very  serious 
tespODsibility  on  those  who  had   to  con. 
doct  its  goTernment ;  and  it  was  to  him 
Batter  of  rejoicing,  to  find  in  the  mea- 
sures and  principles  of  our  colonial  policy, 
that  love  of  justice,  and  those  principles 
of  liberty  on  which  a  free  country  should 
erer  act.     It  was  matter  of  congratula- 
tion to  look  to  the  prosperous   state  of 
our  colonial  possessions,  and  especially  of 
the  Canadas,  to  see  the  rapid  progress  of 
internal  improvement  in  those  provinces, 
and  the  great  advancement  of  their  com- 
merce.    It  was  most  gratifying  to  observe 
the  temper  with  which  the  Canadians  had 
xeoeived  the  measure  for  the  union  of  the 
IHTorinces  which  was  passed  by  this  Parlia- 
ment in  the  last  Session.     Many  who  were 
hostile  to  that  measure  during  its  progress, 
were  now  doing    all   in   their  power   to 
smooth   difficuhies  and  to  give  it  a  fair 
trial.      For  his  own  part,  he  felt  quite  as- 
sured, that  at  no  distant  period  that  coun- 
try (Canada)  would  become  a  great  and 
powerful  nation.     Amongst  the  intentions 
which  her  Majesty  intimated  to   Parlia- 
menty  none  would  be  received  with  greater 
pleasure  than  her  declaration  of  the  neces- 
sity for  maintaining  economy  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  state,  so  far  as  was  con- 
sistent with  a  due  regard  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  public  service.     A  necessity   had 
arisen  for  sending  out  two  powerful  fleets 
to  carry  on  operations,  one  of  them  in  a 
very  distant  part  of  the  world.  This  neces- 
sity had  naturally  entailed  a  very  great 
expense  upon  the  country.     But  expensive 
as  those  armaments  were,  the  expenditure 
was  of  small  importance  compared  to  the 
maintenance  of  this  country's  honour,  and 
the  protection  of  our  fellow-subjects  and 
allies  in  all  parts  of  the  world.      In  refer- 
ence to  that   part  of  the  Speech  which 
alluded  to  the  administration  of  justice, 
we  understood  the  noble  Lord  to  say,  that 
the  present  state  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
was  a  crying  evil,  and  complained  of  from 
one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other.      Of 
course  upon  that  subject  there  would  be 
great  diversity  of  opinion,  but  he  did  trust 
that  Parliament,  in  whatever  alteration  it 
might  make,  would,  as  far  as  possible,  re- 
move the  evils  which  were  complained  of. 
The  powers  of  the  commission  relating  to 
the  poor  terminated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
He  felt  satisfied  that  the  House  and  Par- 
liament would  admit  that  these  gentlemen 
had  highly  distinguished  themselves,  and 
that  the  country  had  reaped  great  benefits 


from  their  labours.  They  had  all  marked, 
in  its  working  throughout  the  country, 
not  only  the  improved  social,  but  the  im- 
proved moral  condition  of  the  peasantry. 
He  was  sure  the  House  would  in  the  revi- 
sion of  the  measure  of  the  Poor-law,  make 
the  best  provision  for  the  continuance  of 
such  advantages.  He  was  free  to  confess, 
that  he  believed  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
were  not  insensible  to  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  Ireland,  for,  indeed,  their  past 
acts  proved  that  they  were  men  who  had 
done  much  good  for  Ireland;  and  he  hoped 
that  the  same  anxiety  the  Government 
had  already  evinced,  would  lead  them  to 
bring  forward  measures  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Irish  people.  These  were 
matters  to  whi(*h  he  looked  forward  with 
deep  satisfaction  They  had  that  evening 
heard  the  notice  given  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  which  was  about  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  Irish  Secretary,  which  he  sin- 
cerely trusted  would,  in  its  provisions,  be 
equal  to,  and  realise,  the  hopes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland.  He  sincerely  hoped  tliat, 
in  legislating  upon  Ireland,  that  hon. 
House  would  not  take  into  consideration 
the  question  of  how  little,  but  how  much 
they  could  give  to  promote  her  interests. 
He  implored  the  House  to  consider  how 
they  should  pass  such  enactments  as  should 
secure  this  great  object.  He  implored  the 
House  to  consider  how  fair  and  how  just 
the  demands  of  Ireland  were.  She  declared 
that  she  asked  for  nothing  more  than  to 
be  placed  on  an  equal  footing.;  The  people 
of  Ireland  claimed  nrithing  more  than  equal 
franchise,  equal  privileges,  and  similar  in- 
stitutions with  those  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. Let  the  Legislature  but  grant  these, 
and  they  would  make  Ireland  a  contented 
and  happy  country.  He  implored  the 
House  to  do  this  act  of  common  justice, 
and  then  they  would  be  able  to  solve  that 
mighty  enigma  which  had  puzzled  that 
House  so  many  years  in  legislating  for 
that  country.  Let  them  do  but  tins,  and 
they  would  make  Ireland  contented,  happy 
and  prosperous ;  not  only  a  source  of  natu- 
ral strength  to  the  empire,  but  also  of 
commercial  wealth.  He  was  happy  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  fact,  that  1 1  eland  \ras  at 
present  participating  in  a  general  prospe- 
rity which  pervaded  the  United  Kingdom. 
She  was  greatly  improved  in  wealth  and 
industry.  And,  indeed,  the  care  which 
had  been  taken  to  disseminate  the  blessings 
of  education  (though  pariy  spirit  and  party 
rancour,  he  admitted,  existed  throughout 
the  country)  had  had  the  effect  of  Itading 
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to  a  better  system  of  order  and  ]aw  ;  and 
he  believed  that  much  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  frieDdly  aod  benignaDt  influence  of 
the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  Government. 
There  certainly  were  matters  which  agi- 
tated and  disturbed  the  public  mind  in 
Ireland^  and  there  was  one  question  that 
created  great  grief  in  his  breast — he  need 
hardly  say,  be  alluded  to  the  repeal  of  the 
union.      To  that  measure  he  was  most  de- 
terminedly and  decidedly   opposed  ;  and, 
therefore,   he  could  not  view  it  witliout 
fear  and  apprehension  at  any  time;  but 
that  fear  and  apprehension  was  a  hundrcJ- 
fold  augmented  when  he  saw  the  repeal  of 
the  union  agitated  at  a  moment  when  the 
greatest  concord  and  union  were  required 
among  all  shades  of  Reformers  to  maintain 
that  power  and  that  position  which  they 
DOW  had.      He  implored  those  who  advo- 
cated  that  measure   to   pause   ere   S4>nic 
calamity  befel  the  country,    which   they 
would  be  the  first  to  regret.      He  felt  he 
had  trespassed  on  the  House  too  long — he 
had  touched  upon  more  subjects  than  those 
which  her  Majesty  had  mentioned  in  her 
Speech,  and  he  would  conclude  by  thank- 
ing the  House  for  the  patient  hearing  they 
had  afforded  him,  and  calling  upon  them, 
with  earnest  confidence,  to  support  the 
address  which  he  had  the  honour  to  move. 
The  noble  Lord  then  read  the  Address, 
which    was    an    echo    of   her    Majesty's 
Speech. 

Mr.  Grant  ley  Berkeley  said,  in  rising  to 
second  the  Address  to  the  Crown,  \ihich 
had  been  moved  by  his  noble  Friend,  he 
was  happy  on  this  occasion  to  have  the  op- 
portunity of  being  able  to  conffratulate  the 
House  and  the  country  on  the  succissful 
issue  of  the  foreign  and  domestic  policy 
which  had  been  pursued  by  her  Majesty  s 
Ministers.    Attached  as  he  was  to  a  system 
of  liberal  policy,  and  a  supporter  of  the 
present  Government,  us  he  had  lx>en  on 
many  important  occasions,  he  nevertheless 
felt  sure  that  he  should  not  offer  to  the  ear 
of  the  House,  one  single  source  of  congra- 
tulation, the  satisfaction  of  which  was  not 
shared  in  by  every  party  present.  He  would 
hin  hope  and  believe,  that  there  was  not 
a  man  to  be  found  in  England,  in  Ireland, 
or   in    Scotland^   who  did  not   rejoice  at 
the  news  brought  by  every  Indian  mail  of 
the   triumph  of  British  arms  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  continent  of 
AsiH.     He  congratulated  the  country,  he 
congratulated  the   Government   up<m  the 
(Jilnese  war.     Ves,  he  congratiilate<i  the 
Govenimeot  upon  the  Chiocsc  war,  which 


was  likely  to  prove  so  advantageous  to  the 
most  important  interests  of  this  country. 
And  here,  in  passing,  let  him  remind  toe 
House,  that  upon  an  angry  discussioo  in 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  the  pre- 
'  sent  Ministry  had  nearly  lost  the  reins  of 
I  Government,  because  they  had  not  couo* 
I  selled  submission  to  the  indignities  which 
had   been   heaped   by   Commissioner   Lin 
upon  the  British  flag,  and  the  injuries  in- 
flicted   upon    English    merchants.      But 
-  though  he  remcm  tiered    this,   though   he 
reminded   the   House   of  it,   though   the 
ri^ht  huu.  Hurouct  the  Me.nbcr  for  Peui* 
broke  heard  him,  and  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  opposition  to  which  he  re- 
ferred,   nevertheless    he    was   con vi  need, 
that   that  right    hon.    Raronet   was    too 
generous  a  foe,  and  by  far  too  enlightened 
a  statesman,  not  to  rejoice  with  him  aod 
with  the  House  in  congratulation  to  the 
Crown,  in  England's  triumphant  situation. 
When  the  operations  against  China  were 
first  discussed,  the  iiosition  of  that  empire 
— the  remoteness  of  the  scene  of  war — the 
novelty  of   the   circumstances    io   which 
this  country  was  placed,  and  the  htct  of 
the  enormous  bulk  of  the  popuhitioo  of  the 
empire  to  be  humbled — all  these  subjects 
might   reasuni.bly  engender  a  feeling  of 
distrust  in  the  minds  (»f  many  as  to  the 
probable  termination  uf  events,  bt:t  since 
that  |)eriod  they  had  seen  that  the  police 
which  gave  instructions  to  the  Admiral, 
the  gallant,  foi  bearing,  ami  capable  officer 
who  commanded  in  those  seas,  was  founded 
on  the  most  just  conclusions.     It  must  be 
a  proud  reflection  in  the  breast  of  every 
Englishman,     that    a    handful   of    meo, 
schooleil   in  forbearance,  but  tliterroioed 
on  success,  should  in  so  short  a  space  of 
time  have  humbled  the  bloated  pride  of 
an   enormous^-of  a    self-styled   Celestial 
empire,  the  largest  on  the  earth,  aod  have 
taught  its  em|)en>r,  and  his  boastful  and 
false    commissioners    for   the    future,   to 
honour  and  respect  the  humblest  merchant 
of  this  country  who  might  hereafter  trade 
to  their  distant  shores.     Not  only  did  he 
hail   with   satisfaction   the  policy   of  the 
noble  Lord  in  a  political  aod  a  commercial 
point  of  view,  hut  religiously  he  was  led 
to  regard   it  as  the  dawning  of  a  light 
which  was  about  to  break   In  upon  the 
darkness  of  that  idolatrous  land*    interest 
in  the  breasts  of  myriads  most  have  been 
raised  as  to  the  law  and  the  rdigioo  which 
governed  the  British  warrior  when  at  home 
and  at  peace  in  hit  native  land.    The  great 
mass  of  the  Chinese  people  had   been 
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nranir  kiA  jiutly  tkught,  tbat  tJiey  liad 
to  (ImI  with  BO  ealightciied  superior,  in-  i 
•tead  of  no  infetior  Mrbarian  j  and  us  re- 
ligion Kud  Bupeiiority  were  iDBeparttble, 
Dot  onlf  nspoct  for  the  flag  or  Eogleod 
bw)  be«D  taught  by  this  successful  policy, 
attd  her  DiarcantiJe  iutereats  uroteoted,  but 
til*  seeds  of  a  faith  io  Ooa  might  have 
been  sown,  that  should  UHug  furth  future 
bHrmts.  Look  at  the  conduct  of  ibis 
fionutry  in  Syria — look  at  the  glorious  and 
brilJiaDt  career  nf  tlie  firitisli  force  then 
ein|)loyed,  and  the  uDprecedented  bombard- 
loeat  ftud  tali iog  of  St.  Jeaa  d'Acre,  which 
VBS  not  more  honourable  to  the  gallant 
admiral  who  cominanded  than  to  every 
captaio  of  aoch  individual  ship,  and  to  the 
sfficieocy  of  tbeii  creirs.  On  this  matter, 
hoverer,  be  might  scarcely  s^k,  because 
a  relative  of  his  own  was  in  command. 
Let  them  look  to  the  simple  facts.  The 
first  landing  of  the  Turkish  troops  and 
British  and  Austrian  marines  was  ef- 
factod  in  Djmirni  Bay,  on  the  10th  and 
lltb  of  September.  The  Turkish  troops 
aoKHioted  to  about  6.000,  the  British  ma- 
rines to  abont  1,500,  and  the  Auitrians  to 
350 ;  the  whole  did  not  amount  to  8,000 
mni.  The  troops  of  Ibrahim  amounteil  to 
60,000  men,  in  different  parte  of  the  coun- 
try, but  the  people  of  the  country  were  all 
against  him,  having  been  driven  by  cruelty 
and  oppression  to  desperation.  They 
thersfore  flocked  to  the  sea  beach  fur  wea- 
pons, and  from  first  tu  last  received 
30,000  stand  of  arms.  A  Turki»h  rein- 
forcement followed  the  first  expedition,  and 
then  from  12,000  to  14.000  Turkish 
tnx^  were  engaged.  The  Turks,  always 
bmed  for  their  bravery.needed  but  a  leader, 
and  they  found  one  in  Commodore  Napier, 
a  man,  be  was  proud  to  say,  possessed  uf 
the  most  dauntless  courage,  of  the  must 
daring  enterprise,  and  gifted  with  a  genius 
svail^ds  alike  on  sea  and  land.  Fort 
after  fort,  and  town  after  town  surrendered 
to  their  joint  attacks.  The  Egyptians 
fled  before  the  bayonets  of  the  victorious 
troops ;  but,  whenever  they  could  escape 
from  their  tyrant,  they  came  to  make  their 
sobmisaion.  In  a  few  weeks  only  no  less 
than  12,000  men  came  over  to  the  allied 
troops.  On  the  4th  November,  the  fortress 
of  Acre,  which  had  successfully  baffled  the 
Ailt  of  Napoleon  at  the  bead  of  his  best 
tnopi^  and  had  for  six  months  withstood 
erery  attack  of  Ibrahim  himself  in  1831 
■ad  1833,  surrendered  to  a  British  and 
Atutriaa  squadroa  after  an  assault  of  less 
tfawi  four  BoncS}  and  tluu  in  eight  weeks 


after  their  first  landing  in  Djoumi  Bay, 
the  fate  of  Syria  was  decided.  Never  had 
the  skill  and  valour  of  the  British  navy 
displayed  itself  to  greater  adTanta^e,  or 
witD  less  loss,  their  casualties  having 
amounted  to  no  more  than  60  men.    Com- 

Iiare  this  attack  with  that  of  Algiers,  add 
uok  at  the  results.  In  the  latter  had  been 
lost  800  meo,  killed  and  wounded,  yet 
this  affair  of  Algiers  was  considered  as 
one  of  the  greatest  exploits  of  the  British 
Davy.  What,  then,  remained  to  them  but 
congratulation.  By  sea  and  land  their 
arms  were  successful.  Congratulation 
everywhere  waited  on  the  thunder  of  the 
British  broadside,  and  seemed  to  attach 
itself  to  the  triumphant  policy  of  his  Doble 
Friend,  which  had  placed  this  country  in 
a  situation  so  superior  among  the  arbitra- 
tors of  the  laws  of  nations.  In  spite  of 
the  threatening  attitude  assumed  by 
Fraoce)  in  spite  of  the  clamour  raised  at 
home;  fearless  and  free  the  Government 
bad  done  their  duty,  and  were  the  policy 
of  the  Syrian  war  the  last  act  of  his  noble 
Friend,  be  might  well  lay  down  the  reins 
of  office  and  say — 
"  To-iBOtFow  do  Ihj  worst,  for  I  haveliv'd  my 

Be  fiiir,  or  foul,  or  rain,  or  shine — 

The  joys  1  have  possesi'd,  in  spite  of  fate  are 

Not  henren  itself,  upon  the  past  has  pow'i  — 
What  has  beeu,  has  been— and  I  have  had  my 

Whilst  on  the  subject  of  the  foreign 
policy  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  he 
would  beg  to  refer  to  the  state  of  our  colo- 
nial possessions  in  Canada;  and  he  could 
not  do  better  on  this  occaaiun,  by  their 
permission,  than  quote  a  few  brief  sen- 
tences from  the  speech  or  messige  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the 
House  of  Congress,  which  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect: — 

"  With  all  ihe  powers  of  the  world  nnr 
relations  ire  those  of  honourabte  peace  The 
excitement  which  grew  out  of  the  territorial 
controversy  betueen  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,   having  sabsideu,  it  is  lo  be 


the  points  in  debate,  and  the  ondoubieit  dis- 
position or  both  parties  to  bring  the  matter  lo 
a  conclusion,  I  look  with  confidence  lor  a 
prompt  and  satisfactory  termination  of  the 
negotiations." 

The  spirit  of  thut  passage  proved  that 
the  Government  of  England  had  done  tlieir 
duty  in  relation  to  that  questioD.  In  pass- 
iog,  be  could  not  refain  firom  quotiog  ooe 
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^  .t..  -^KK-  !     1  :■    :.h  loss  sincere  pleasure,  glance  Tfir  a  moment 

. -.    :v     "-.^  :^; .:  •.»:»-  at   sumo   rirciinistances   in   our   dumcstic 

|H>licy,     He   would  touch  first  uiH)n  the 

•■    "lei.ts  "^^^'^   Poor-law;   it    was  another   instance 

.4  •i^Q  among  tlie  many  where  the  fir^t  bia8  of 

:«-  ■   -.vtM    ,  iinst  puhh'o  estimation  had  !)een  in  error.    That 

'•        i.    rx-  -.u  iico;:-  wihl  hawk,  popuhiropininn,  which  so  often 

-    .  .:::•'..  L.  "ur-r.iis.  be-  skinis  the  political  field  of  imaginary  bless- 

•^     -   '.*  •»».">■■  ^"•■rt'>l»ed.  iiigs,  and  stops  to  plume  on  surface  legis- 

.    .    ...,j  r.,  ««  jndjjment.     y\t  first  the  law,  among  those 

-.vx.  .  .:\*:!:Vrcni  n;ii:oiis  lo  *'^**   ^vlioni    it    was  made,   was  decidedly 

■  ^     :■■.'  '.  .i'  «!lVii>  of  ihe  f:\c-  Unpopular;  and  as  if  to  render  it  more  so, 

•  .d  opc".'.\   from   one  !>liive  in  many  instances  rude,  and  unintelligent, 

'.'.  ^v;;itoui  liitiMruptioii   or  and  unlit  men  were  often  the  leading  in- 

..u...^i.:  ^..,;    ,-%     i. ;■-,::     ot'    \\\v    nations    to  struments  in  carrying  forth  its  provisions. 

^»a.va     i..>  .v.yi^  crs^cTod  in  the  commerce.  He  would  here  quote  an  instance  which 

'  came  under  his  notice,  in  a  parish  m  or 

Now   he  ueuld  have  this  recommenda. '  near  which  he  was  at  that  time  resident. 

iiuii  idVvii  up  by  the  loud  voice  of  l-lng-  '  An  old  man  and  woman,  who,  if  his  mc- 

laud.  \iheresiv\er  her  dominitm  extended  ,  niory  served    him.    were  between  seventy 

ov<*r  the  wide  waters  of  the  world,  and  an<l  eighty   years  of  age,  and  who  were 

lvIuhhI  back  from  shore  to  shore,  on  that  merely  in  want,  on  acctuint  «if  the  debts  of 

he  would  urge  that  Kngland  having  abid-  thost*  wlm   in  rank  were  their  superiors, 

ishcd  slavery    iu  her  own  dominions,   in  were  refused  relief  unless  thev  would  enter 

jusluv  to  the  West  India  planters,  whose  the  poor-house  :  out -door  relief  was  denied 

fortunes  had    suffered  by    it,  she   shojild  tluni.  fit  as  they  were  to  receive  it.     They 

not  cease  in  her  exertions  to  eradicate  the  had,  in  the  whole  course  of  their  honest 

frightful  evil  wherever  it  was  ti»  be  found,  lives,  never  Ikhju  in  a  poor-house,  and  they 

stampcil  as  it  was  by  injury  to  the  honest  would  iiave  starve*!  rather  than  have  sub- 

couformer  to  the  law,  with  a  blacker  shade  mitted   to  what   tlicy  hati   in   the  first  in- 

thun  ever.     Wherever  that  trade  prevailed  stance  been  tauirht.  and  in  the  last  cla- 

it    should    be   abolished   by    this   country  nioiired  t«»  ri'garil.  tis  a  tiegrad.ition.     'J  he 

with  even-handed  justice.     Let  him  thrre-  law  Ih-lnui  by  U'ing   unfiopular.     It  was 

fore  express  an  iiKlividuiil  hope  in  parsing,  such  arts  asthe^e  that  ccntinued  toengen- 

whii  h  might  j»erhaps  be  eelnH-d  by  others,  der  dislike  to  it.   but  now  that  iK   provi- 

that  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  her  sions  had  been  fairly  tried,  let  them  hnik  at 

Majesty's  Ministers  hahini^  not   in  their  the  n»'*ult.     The  p<"»r.   in  wi-11   managed 

liberal  intentions,  unbia*«sed  by  any   fac-  count irs.  now  Ih^lmu  to  feel  the  adviintages 

tiou,  restraint'd  by  notliing  but  the  inter-  of    the    law  ;     he    spoke    from    a    direct 

csts  of  wide-spri'ading  justice,  the  law  of  knowledi;i»    **(   his   own    cminty,    as   well 

heaven  and  the  rights  of  man,  wouhl  bring  as   on    inforinatiiin    frnni   other-;    and    in 

forward  a  gi'iierons  weii-cniisidrred.   tlio-  place  of  rogirding  its  prnii^ions  with  hor- 

I'oughly-jTovuhil-for and  i-ll.. clive  iiie:'.>ure,  I'nr — in-^tead  of  shrnirsig  the  p«Mir-house, 

unrestricti  d  to  imy  ivirtieul.u*  r.",'i«in.  f-.r  tlievi-n'*  ntnl  thnii^i  he^  willinL'Iv  to '.■vk 

the  iniportatioo  of  fri-e  lalmirvis  iml  «!i  v  it^  shrlti  r  ami  proticti.»n.      lln'n- txi'^teil 

to  till'   Mauritius,  but  tn  tin"  wU  k-  ■  f  ilu*  iii«t  a«li»ulit  that  tin*  TiMir-LiW  .\iv»-ni!ment 

^\  e^t    Ii:(!iaii   rii|.«nirs.      >,i    tlsiit   tin'    ifi-  Ai't  «;is  |,rni:re--inL»  iiif^t  •»  iti-^t.i.  tmily.   In 

habitant   of  itny    clinii"  or  n  initrv    ni";:'it  lii^  i»win'oiintv.  and,  InralU  *,'»'akini;,  e\en 

attain  tli  ■  lust   iM.irLi't   fi>r  his    liirt>.  and  u  h(>rt>  tin*  p'><ir  wi-re  always  well  iiiana>;i-il, 

thrinigli  giii.ial  cnniprtitinii  lu*  fuaMi  tl  to  tin'  Act  was  nf  intiniti*  s'-riin'.      I  he  rate* 

make  tlioM*  terni*«  lu-ot  Miitfil  to  his  intrr-  tlnrt'  had   b -■  n  redu'iMl  on  an  avcr.ige  of 

est*,  and  by  fin*  lalimr  assist   in  dri\in:r  twriity  iut  titit.  from   tin*  a\tr.ii:«'  taken 

an    ill. gotten    gain    uf    tin-    slaver    from  of  tin-  three  \*ars  pniiding  tl.r  f-rmation 

the   market  of  the  ujiivn-M*.     luil  to  ii--  of   the    union.      Wy    th  s.    he    leeant    the 

turn  to  >nbjects  of  con;;raiti!atii<n.     With  anntiint  paid  ft>r  rtlirf.       \t  the  formation 

the  full  tluoh  of  important  \i.-ti>ries  u|) 'U  i'f  that  union  in  l^Mii.  the  nund»er  of  able- 

their  minds,  grat*  fnl  to  thi'  ('mwii.  grate-  Imdird  pi:jprrs  rici-ivinir   relief  were  >47, 

ful  to  thr(ro\rrniiient.  ami  ginrious  ti>  tlir  and  on  tin-    l''tli  tif  .fanuary.  1S41.  that 

country,  Ut  them,  with  a  calmer  but  uut  number  ysAa  rcdticcd  tu  twcnty*MX.     But 
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be  would  not  tire  tbe  House  with  aotes  he 
had  made  from  facta  undoubted,  but  thia 
Nmr  Poor-law  was  a  subject  that  would 
auTV  congntnlation  with  it,  and  aa  such  he 
freelf  offered  it  to  the  House.  Again,  let 
them  \i>tA  at  the  peaceable  state  of  the 
great  manuhcturin^  districts,  and  of  the 
wicultnral  population  and  the  masses  of 
the  people.  In  spite  of  letters  from  "  the 
FdoD  Cell,"  calling  for,  prajiug  for,  and 
endeaTOuriDg  to  stit  up  insubordinate  as- 
semUages,  cloaked  as  such  addresses 
usually  were  with  a  flimsy  garb  of  a  recom- 
mendation to  abstain  from  "  drunkenness 
and  riot" — a  mere  subterfuge  against  per- 
aonal  responsihiUtf — we  find  that  "  Man- 
cbester,  and  every  town  in  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshirai"  hare  scarce  been  moved  ;  and 
that  generallj  throughout  the  kingdom 
the  gnat  masses  of  the  people  have  b^n 
to  uiow  an  apter  disposition  to  reflect 
upoa  the  consequence  of  things,  and  to 
bluih  at  the  absurdity  of  the  Chartist  cry. 
He  might  fairly  say  that  tbe  deceptiTe  1 
Boow-hall  of  the  Chartists,  rolled  in  the 
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by  riot,  but  everything  to  gain  by  general 
confusioD,  had  been,  and  was,  meltiogaway 
before  the  measures  of  her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters and  the  re-awakened  sense  of  tbe 
majority  of  the  people.  The  blessings  of 
the  agriculturist  throve  upon  his  farm ; 
his  home  was  beyond  the  reach  of  want ;  The 
incendiary  was  forgotten  -,  and  the  day- 
labourrr  returned  in  comfort  to  his  cottage. 
He,  perhaps,  should  ask  pardon  for  having 
trespassed  thus  upon  the  House ;  but  a 
sense  of  duty— a  feeling  of  gratitude  to 
the  Government  he  had  sooileo  supported, 
and  on  certain  occasions  as  freely  opposed, 
had  led  him  into  some  discussion.  He 
would  now  hope,  thai  as  her  Majesty's  Mi- 
nisters had  proved  that  they  liad  success- 
fiiUy  cultivated  and  used  the  art  of  war,  that 
Ibey  would  in  time  to  come  as  sedulously 
cherish  the  greater  blessings  of  peace  and  the 
resources  placed  at  their  command,  widely 
and  generally  extending  such  civil  and  re- 
ligious benebts  as  might  prove  treasures  to 
Diankind,whatever  were  their  station,  state, 
^eir  creed, or  colour.  Impressed  with  the 
nn^riety  of  the  Address  his  noble  Friend 
nd  moved,  elated  as  the  House  should 
bewith  glorious  reasons  for  congratulation 
of  the  most  domestic  as  well  as  of  the 
moat  national  description,  let  him  beseech 
tbem  to  join  with  him  in  the  declaration, 
that  tmder  inch  circumstances  as  their 
focogn  and  domeatic  policy  offered,  and  at 


such  a  thrice-happy  period  aa  this,  when, 
for  reasons  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  highest 
and  lowest  subject  in  the  realm,  sti  should 
be  concord,  sunshine,  and  uninterrupted 
harmony  around  the  Throne,  they  could 
not  but  join  unanimously  in  an  address  ex- 
pressive of  their  loyalty  and  affection,  and 
of  their  deep  sense  of  gratitude  that,  under 
Divine  Providence,  the  British  policy  had 
prospered. 

Mr.  Orote .-  In  offering  to  the  House  a 
few  remarks  on  the  Address  which  has 
been  proponfd  for  our  adoption,  I  shall 
not  think  it  necessary  to  examine  in  de- 
tail the  Speech  which  has  been  read  from 
'  the  Throne,  nor  to  touch  upon  all  or  even 
most  of  the  topics  which  it  brings  before 
us.  The  Speech,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  not 
very  rich  in  promises;  it  presents  to  nt 
the  sketch  of  a  Session  as  blank  in  pros- 
pect as  the  last  Session  was  in  reality. 
But  there  is,  among  the  public  matters  ad- 
verted to  in  the  Speech,  one  eminent 
above  tbe  reit  in  interest  and  importance, 
which  has  excited  men's  minds  and  stimu- 
lated discussion  to  an  unprecedented  ex- 
tent within  the  lest  seven  raonlhs— Imean 
the  expedition  sent  against  Mehemet  Ali 
in  Syria,  together  nith  its  causes  and  ill 
consequences.  On  that  topic  I  beg  to 
trouble  the  House  with  some  remarks: 
and, 'in  approaching  the  subject,  it  is  my 
firBt  duly  to  say.  that  I  thoroughly  agree 
with  what  has  been  stated  bv  the  noble 
Mover  of  the  Address,  as  well  as  in  the 
Speech  itself,  in  commendation  of  the  gal- 
lantry, tbe  efficiency,  the  naval  skill  and 
precision  of  our  armament  in  its  operations 
on  the  Syrian  coast.  But  though  I  per- 
fectly  concur  with  the  noble  Lord  in  ap- 
plauding the  military  conduct  and  merits 
of  our  officers  and  seamen,  I  cannot 
equally  concur  with  him  in  commending 
the  spirit  in  which  the  expedition  was  con- 
ceived, or  the  purpose  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  accomplish.  1  cannot  forget, 
that  we  have  been  exerting  our  force 
against  persons  with  whom  we  have  not 
the  slenderest  ground  of  quarrel.  Neither 
Mehemet  Ali  nor  his  supporters,  nor  any 
other  person  in  Syria,  has  done  the  least 
injury  to  English  men  or  to  English  inter- 
ests. We  have  no  complaints  to  redress 
— no  injuries  to  avenge — no  cause  for 
anger  or  displeasure  against  any  one. 
Nay,  in  so  far  as  we  and  the  other  Chril- 
tian  nations  of  Europe  are  concerned,  it 
stands  on  record,  that  we  hare  been  ud- 
questionable  gainenbT  the  government  of 
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the  PAchR  in  ^n^    Uiwikec  k»  gown- 
ment  ina\  ha**'  r**<^  vvaiMwUfely  bet- 
ter or  oQinpam;^^?  'ww  than  (he  Turk- 
ish rale  vhk-^  ynvv^ieU  it,  for  the  Mu<- 
Mlaien  4^'  S>n*.   theie    U   indUpulable 
cTMJ^iirt  ilbM  (be  CbtU(mDB  of  Syria  have 
^ii^  »«cb  better  dealt  with  under  the 
f^K^ »  (^^enunent  than  ever  they  were 
MiN««  Tbe  trade  of  Europeans  generally, 
Mhl  i>f  the  English  especially,  with  Syria, 
baa  bte«   largely    augmented   since   the 
be|(ittumg  of  the  Pacha's  rule  in    1833; 
ibe  numlMr  of  established  English   mer< 
vbAttts  h«i  niuUiplied,  and  the  Chrisliun 
ittbabitants  of  the   Syrian   towns    enjoy 
juater   dealing  in    respect    to  their  pro- 

Kty,  more  extended  civil  rights,  and 
^r  protection  against  Mussulman  fana- 
lica^than  the  previous  Turkish  government 
afforded  to  them.  If,  then,  we  have  at- 
tacked and  expelled  Mchcmet  Ali  without 
any  of  the  ordinary  and  universally  recog- 
niiied  motives  to  war,  on  what  ground  is 
the  expedition  to  be  justified?  We  are 
told»  that  the  expedition  was  undertaken 
for  the  purpose  of  efiecting  a  settlement  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  and  of  maintaining 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  that 
empire  under  its  present  dynasty,  a  gua- 
rantee to  such  effect  having  been  given  to 
the  Saltan  by  the  five  great  Powers  of 
Europe  on  the  27th  of  July,  1839.*  The 
treaty  of  last  July,  and  the  execution  of 
that  treaty  by  the  recent  expedition,  is  set 
forth  as  a  particular  case  coming  under 
the  general  guarantee.  To  me,  1  confess 
that  this  reason  appears  neither  sutbcieni 
nor  satisfactory,  i  dispute  the  wisdom 
and  justice  of  tlie  expedition :  1  dispute 
still  more  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the 
guarantee  out  of  which  the  expedition  is 
said  to  have  grown.  I  will  fur  the  present 
put  aside  the  proclaimed  repugnance  of 
the  French  to  the  treaty  of  the  15th  of 
July,  and  the  grave  perils  with  which  their 
npugnance  has  been  accompanied.  I  will 
luppoae  France  acquiescent,  and  1  shall 
atiil  contend,  that  oar  enterprise  against 
Mebamet  Ali  is  one  which  ought  not  to 
have  been  undertaken.  There  are  two 
ways  in  which  the  note  of  the  27th  Julv, 
1839,  pledging  the  five  powers  to  maintam 
the  inuependence  and  integrity  of  the  Ot- 
toman empira  under  its  present  dynasty, 
may  be  understood ;  there  are  two  classes 
of  dangers  against  which  it  may  be  sup- 
posed to  guard.  Either  it  may  be  consi- 
dered as  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the 


together  with  the  Sultan,  to  abstain  simply 
from  any  encroachment  on  the  Porte,  open 
or  insidious,  and  to  leave  all  the  rights 
and  territories  of  the  Porte  unimpaired,  so 
far  as  foreigners  are  concerned  ;  or  it  may 
be  considered  in  a  larger  sense,  as  a  bond 
on  the  part  of  the  five  powers  to  secure 
absolutely  to  the  Sultan  and  to  his  suc- 
cessors, the  Turkish  empire  as  it  now 
stands,  entire  and  undiminished — to  gua- 
rantee him  and  his  successors,  not  merely 
from  external  attack,  but  from  all  internid 
revolt  or  disruption  of  their  empire— *to 
guaiauiee  them  by  aruitd  interference  ou 
the  part  of  foreigners,  against  all  or« 
ganised  disobedience,  and  all  attempt  at 
self  emancipation  on  the  part  of  any  per- 
son in  their  dominions.  The  agreement  of 
the  27th  of  July,  1839, 1  say,  admiu  of  be- 
ing construed  in  either  of  these  two  senses. 
Construed  in  the  first  sense,  I  find  nothing 
whatever  to  blame  in  it.  It  conveys  a 
public  pledge,  that  none  of  the  dye  powers 
will  take  advantage  of  the  distress  of  a 
neighbour;  a  pledge  not  altogether  no- 
reasonable,  since  some  of  them  had  been 
suspected  of  harbouring  aggressive  designs. 
But  construed  in  the  second  or  larger 
sense— and  this  larger  sense  has  now  been 
given  to  it  by  the  treaty  of  last  July  and 
by  our  Syrian  expedition — it  seems  to  me 
to  open  a  scheme  of  policy  objectionable 
in  every  way — uncalled  for,  impolitic,  in- 
definite in  pcint  of  extent,  and  indefensible 
on  any  correct  view  of  international  obli- 
gation. I  hope  Gentlemen  will  not  be 
displeased  if  I  ask  them,  whether  they  have 
fully  reviewed  the  extent  of  consequences 
implied  in  this  oblig.ttion  to  guarantee  (he 
Tuikish  empire  both  against  invasion  from 
without,  and  also  against  all  internal  causes 
of  revolt  or  dismemberment  ?  Have  they 
studied  the  past  course  of  Turkish  hi:>tory, 
so  as  to  understand  the  real  character  and 
working  of  that  government  to  which  they 
arc  thus  lending  forced  and  artificial  per- 
petuity ?  Are  they  aware  that  the  quarrels 
of  Pachas  one  with  another,  and  the  dis- 
obedience of  Pachas  towards  (he  Porte,  are 
almost  a  part  of  the  order  of  nature  in  the 
Ottoman  empire ;  aud  are  they  still  pro- 
pared  to  promise  constant  armed  interfe- 
rence in  support  of  the  internal  aathoritj 
of  the  Sultan  ?  But  we  often  hear  it  main- 
tained, that  it  is  proper  for  ns  to  act  as 
armed  protectors  of  the  Turkish  empire^ 
in  consequence  of  considerations  connected 
with  Russia,     It  is  often  contended  thai 


five  powers,  each  with  the  other,  and  all  |  we  ought  to  interfere— not  on  the  |roaiid 
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of  obligation  towards  the  Sultan — still  less 
on  the  ground  of  any  expected  benefit  to 
ouraetves — but  in  order  to  defeat  the  views 
of  the  Emperor  Nicholas,   who  will  inter- 
fere if  we  do  not,  and  who  will  thereby  be 
enabled  to  further  his  own  ambitious  de- 
signs upon  Constantinople.     This  argu- 
ment implies  a  tacit  assumption,  which, 
when  openly  announced,  will  appear  both 
startling  to  the  ear,  and  inadmissible  to 
reason.      It  implies  that,  wishing  to  ob- 
struct  certain   aggressive   designs   which 
Russia  is  insidiously  pursuing  against  Tur- 
key, you  have   uu  other  preventive  means 
to  emploVy  except  that  of  outbidding  Rus- 
sia in  offers  of  service  to  the  Sultan.     It 
Implies  that,  if  Russia  places  a  certain 
number  of  troops  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Sultan,  or  proposes  to  execute  for  him  any 
given  business,  you  must  make  a  similar 
tender:    if  she  increases  her  bidding,  you 
must  increase  yours  also  ;  above  all  things 
you  must  take  care  that  she  shall  not  get 
the  benefit  of  the  job.  So  that  whatever  ser- 
vice Russia  may  propose  to  render,  having 
sinister  motives  to  stimulate  her  in  the  duty, 
yoa,  who  have  no  sinister  motives,  must 
propose  to  do  likewise,  for  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive purpose  of  disappointing  her  and 
shutting  her  out.     I  think  the  mere  plain 
statement  of  this  argument  is  enough  to 
prove  how  little  it  ought  to  guide  our  con- 
clusions.     It  is  an  argument  which  de- 
grades our  foreign  policy  into  a  blind  se- 
quacity  and  imitation  of  Russia—it  is  an 
argument  which  involves  the  most  exagge- 
rated apprehension  of  Russia,  but  which, 
nevertheless,  presents  to  you  no  securities 
against  Russian  ambition,  except  such  as 
are  both  the  most  troublesome,  the  roost 
costly,  and  the  least  effectual.     Certainly, 
if  the  only  method  which  we  possess  of 
excluding   the    Emperor    Nicholas    from 
Constantinople  is  to  keep  constantly   a- 
head  of  him  in  devoted  offers  to  the  Sul- 
tan, our  chance  of  success  is  but  slender. 
He  will  be  quite  sure  to  tire  us  out  in  the 
competition.    The  eager  appetite  and  ne- 
ver-ceasing importunity  of  an   ambitious 
aggressor  will  infallibly  triumph  over  the 
languor  and  slackness  of  mere  disinterested 
precaution.     If  we  are  to  assume,  as  a 
point  conceded,  that  it  is  a  vital  and  pri- 
mary object  with   England   to  shut   out 
Russia  from  Constantinople,  it  is  fortunate 
that  we  possess  rather  more  powerful  ma- 
chinery for  doing  so  than  the  chance  of 
outbidding  the  Emperor  Nicholas  in  his 
offers  of  troops  to  the  Divan.     Depend 


upon  it,  the  real  security  against  the  ac* 
quisition  of  Constantinople  by  Russia  coo* 
sists  in   the  direct  terror  of  your  arms* 
Your  fleets  and  your  armies,  ready  to  be 
employed  in  the  way  of  direct  prevention, 
form  a  guarantee  both  very  notorious  and 
veiy  sufficient.     So  long  as  the  Russian 
Emperor  knows  that  be  will  not  be  per- 
mitted either  by  England  or  by  France  to 
hold  Constantinople,  so  long  will  he  ab- 
stain from  attempting  it,     I  contend  that 
this  proposition  of  giving  guarantees  to  the 
Sultan,  not  because   such  guarantees  are 
proper  in  themselves,  but  because  Russia 
will  give  them  if  we  do  not,  is  a  proposition 
neither  consistent  with  honour  nor  with 
policy.  It  carries  us  we  know  not  whither, 
and  after  all  it  furnishes  no  effectual  se- 
curity against  that  which  we  desire  to  pre- 
vent. But  in  so  far  as  concerns  our  Syrian 
expedition,  it  surely  requires  no  very  long- 
drawn  deduction  to  prove  that  we  have  ac- 
quired   thereby    no    increased    securities 
against  Russian  ambition.     Why,  Russia 
is  herself  the  grand  projector  of  the  enter- 
prise.    We  are  taking  securities  against 
Russian  aggrandisement,  at  the  instance 
and  with  the  co-operation  of  Russia  her- 
self.    We  arc  consulting  the  very  party 
whom  we  suspect  of  entertaining  thievish 
designs,  as  to  the  best  means  of  locking 
up  and   preserving  our  treasure.     I  have 
always  understood   that    Count   Brunow, 
the  Russian  negotiator,   with  whom  this 
treaty  originated,  is  a  man  of  distinguished 
sagacity ;  at  any  rate,  no  one  has  ever  im- 
puted to  him  suicidal  perverseness  or  stu- 
pidity ;  and  unless  you  suppose  that  he  is 
thus  ruining  his  own  harvest,  one  of  two 
things  must  be  true — either  Russia  has  no 
aggressive    designs    against    Turkey,    in 
which  case  precautions  on  our  part  are  su- 
perfluous, and  we  have  no  motive  for  inter- 
meddling, or  else  Russia  has  aggressive 
designs,  but  such  as  admit  of  being  ex- 
ecuted as  well,  or  better,  after  the  expulsion 
of   the  Pacha  from  Syria  as  before  it. 
Choose  which  of  these  alternatives  you 
will,  the  conduct  of  Russia  herself  is  the 
best  possible  evidence  that  your  Syrian 
proceedings  are  no  way  calculated  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  Russian  aggression,  if  any 
such  aggression  be  really  contemplated. 
We  may  escape,  and  I  fervently  trust  that 
we  shall  escape,  the  present  and  terrible 
reality  of  a  European  war ;    but  we  have 
been   hurried   on   to   the  verge  of   such 
a    calamity,    and    even     the    premoni<« 
tory  symptoms  and  harbingers  of  war  are 
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^•11  u);  s^tou*  aud  aciuml  mitchiet  We 
h«u  ot*  alokOU  all  Europe  bein^  placed 
upoa  AU  eulaf^ed  military  eftablishmeDt, 
iud  u|iOO  a  footing  of  what  lias  been  called 
acDieU  peace.  This*  of  itself,  is  do  light 
mischief;  but  the  feelings  in  which  it  origi- 
nates—the hostile  tender civS  which  it 
foments  and  multiplies — tl><:  uncertainties 
of  the  future*  which  check  ill  permanent 
outlay  and  long-sighted  calculation — the 
transformation  of  friends  and  well-wishers 
into  angry  accusers  and  recriminants — 
the  dreams  of  conquest  which  inflame 
men's  minds  in  one  quarter,  and  the  anxious 
apprehensions  which  beset  them  in  another 
—all  these  phenomena,  overspreading  and 
tainting  the  moral  atmosphere  of  Europe, 
are  mischiefs  of  a  still  more  enduring 
character.  I  confess  that  this  contrast 
between  the  beginning  and  the  end  of 
1840  smites  me  with  the  deepest  sorrow. 
Entertaining,  as  I  do,  a  lofty  opinion  of 
the  French  nation  collectively,  as  placed 
in  the  front  rank,  both  of  European  civil- 
ization and  constitutional  government — 
profoundly  admiring  the  glorious  names 
which  they  have  furnished  in  every  depart- 
ment of  human  genius  and  excellence  — 
I  consider  the  rupture  of  the  good  under- 
standing between  England  and  France  as 
a  signal  calamity  for  both.  And  I  deplore 
it  the  more  when  I  recollect  that  the  initial 
cause  of  to  fatal  a  change — the  tropical 
point  from  which  the  sun  of  peace  beg^n 
to  avert  his  cheering  rays  from  the  latitude 
of  Europe,  is  to  be  found  in  the  treaty 
signed  by  the  noble  Secretary  last  July, 
and  in  our  Syrian  expedition  which  has 
followed  it.  Now  I  would  entreat  the 
House  calmly  to  consider  what  benefit 
we  have  acquired  by  our  treaty,  and 
by  our  Syrian  expedition,  such  as  are  at 
all  fit  to  counterbalance  the  manifold 
evils  arising  out  of  this  revival  of  the  feel- 
ings of  1815,  and  this  disruption  of  the 
European  brotherhood  ?  The  noble  Secre- 
tary tor  Foreign  A  flairs  professes  to  have 
•ettlad  the  eastern  question.  Grant  him 
this.  Does  the  House  recollect  what  he 
bas  unsettled  ?  Why,  he  has  unsettled  a 
thing  of  far  more  terrific  import  and  mag- 
nitude— the  relations  of  the  great  and 
Eowerful  kingdom  of  France,  numbering 
er  34,0009000  of  compact  and  energetic 
population,  big  with  exuberant  force  and 
dang;erotts  rectnlections— he  has  unsettled 
tU  the  relations  of  France  with  the  remain- 
big  portions  of  Europe.  He  has  cured,  or 
be  professes  to  have  cured,  a  distemper  in 


the  extremities  of  our  continent ;  bat  tbe 
Tery  medicine  which  he  has  employed  bas 
driven  the  distemper  riolently  into  the 
heart  and  vitals.  He  has  awakened  a 
thousand  slumbering  cleKcnts  of  evil  in 
the  sensitive  and  tremulous  reigions  of 
central  Europe  elements  which  were  be- 
fore buried  in  the  depth  of  men's  bosonu, 
and  overlaid  by  kindly  sympathies  as  well 
as  by  enlightened  calculation— elements 
which,  when  once  aroused,  are  but  loo 
fearfully  infectious,  and  traverse  from  Uod 
to  land  with  the  rapidity  of  an  epidemic 
disorder.  Against  such  risks  and  mischiefs 
is  it  a  suflicient  consolation  to  hear  that 
what  the  Turks  call  order  reigns  in  Syria« 
and  that  we  have  overreached  Russia  by 
executing  a  Russian  plan  of  campaign  !  1 
deny,  that  there  were  any  miKhiefs  to 
intolerable,  or  any  dangers  so  imminent  io 
the  state  of  things  as  it  existed  at  the 
beginning  of  last  July,  as  to  constitute  a 
case  of  imperious  necessity,  and  to  call 
upon  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Foreign  Department,  to  force  forward  a 
new  settlement  at  all  or  any  hasard.  And 
the  House  will  recollect,  that  the  state  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  until  the  very  mo- 
ment when  the  noble  Lord  signed  tlie 
Quadruple  Treaty,  was  still  conformable 
to  a  previous  settlement  which  had  been 
made  in  1833 — 1  mean  the  convention  of 
Kutayah.  Now  to  this  settlement,  mado 
in  1833,  the  noble  Lord  was  himself  a 
consenting  party.  He  officially  annoonced 
to  Parliament,  in  the  Speech  from  tbo 
Throne,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session  of 
1834,  that  a  settlement  had  been  made  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  and  that  he  hoped 
that  that  settlement  would  continue  un- 
disturbed. Nay  more,  the  noble  Lord,  in 
a  speech  which  he  delivered  in  this  House 
on  the  17th  of  March,  1834,  told  the 
House. 

"  Tliat  the  communications  m:ide  by  the 
British  Government  to  the  P^cha  of  Egypt, 
and  to  Ibrahim  Pacha,  did  materially  contri* 
bute  to  bring  about  tltat  arrangemeni  between 
tiie  Sultan  and  the  Pacha  by  which  the  war 
was  termmated/' 

Here,  then,  was  a  settlement,  the  con- 
vention of  Kutayah,  which  the  noble  Lord 
formally  acknowledged,  and  which  he  bad 
even  in  part  contributed  to  bring  abont* 
How  came  it  that  this  settlement  did  not 
stand,  and  by  whom  was  it  subverted  ?  As 
far  as  Mehemet  Ali  is  concerned,  the 
settlement  of  Kutayah  has  never  beeo 
violated:   the   Pacha  held   in   1840  the 
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same  territory  which  that  con?ention  had 
allotted  to  him,  without  any  subsequent 
increase.  The  Sultan  tried  to  violate  the 
convention  in  1839,  but  was  defeated  at 
the  battle  of  Nezib.  What  the  Sultan 
Tainly  tried  to  do  with  his  own  forces  in 

1839,  the  noble  Lord  has  done  for  him  in 

1840,  The  Anglo-Syrian  expedition  was 
the  first  direct,  avowed^  effectual  rupture 
of  the  settlement  of  Kutayah  ;  and  if  the 
soble  Lord  has  accomplished  a  new  settle- 
ment of  the  Ottoman  empire,  he  has  at 
the  same  time  forcibly  abrogated  a  pre- 
existing settlement,  to  which  be  had  him- 
self assented.  Will  the  new  settlement 
be  lasting  ?  It  may  undoubtedly  last 
while  the  noble  Lord  shall  hold  the  irre- 
sistible force  of  Britain  ready  to  prevent 
any  violation  of  it,  and  so  long  as  our 
ambassador  at  Constantinople  shall  be 
sincerely  bent  on  upholding  it.  And  give 
me  leave  to  say  that,  under  the  same  con- 
ditions, the  convention  of  Kutayah  would 
have  been  lasting  and  inviolate  also,  and 
cor  Syrian  ex))edition  would  have  been 
oonecessary.  If,  then,  I  could  adroit  the 
premises  which  are  commonly  taken  as 
the  ground  of  reasoning  upon  this  ques- 
tion—if I  could  admit  that  the  internal 
nnity  of  the  Ottoman  empire  was  an  object 
which  England  was  bound  to  maintain  by 
force  of  arms,  I  should  still  be  compelled  to 
deny  that  the  noble  Lord  had  taken  the 
easiest  and  the  most  unexceptionable 
means  for  such  an  object.  Having  once 
adopted  the  settlement  of  Kutayah,  he 
was  bound  to  assist  in  the  maintenance  of 
it  by  all  reasonable  means  in  his  power. 
Ifhe  had  been  only  determined  seriously 
to  maintain  it,  we  might  have  been  spared 
both  the  costs  and  the  hazards  of  our 
Syrian  expedition  and  the  rupture  of  our 
alliance  with  France.  But  if  the  noble 
Lord  chose  to  become  himself  the  direct 
a^ent  in  subverting  the  settlement  of 
Kutayah,  and  in  imposing  upon  ihe  Otto- 
man world  a  new  settlement  conformable 
to  his  own  ideas,  I  contend  that  he  was 
bound  by  every  consideration  to  see  that 
this  new  settlement  should  be  such  as  not 
to  raise  any  special  ground  of  quarrel  and 
disunion  amongthe  great  powers  of  Europe. 
This  was  the  cardinal  point  — the  great 
and  primary  requisite  —  the  absence  of 
which  uo  intrinsic  merits  in  the  plan  of 
settlement  itself  could  possibly  redeem. 
How  far  the  treaty  of  July  has  fulfilled 
ibis  condition,  let  the  events  of  the  last 
six  months  testify.     Such  would  be  my 


reasoning  in  respect  to  the  treaty  of  July, 
even  if  1  acquiesced  in  the  principle  that 
the  inte/nal  arrangement  and  unity  of  the 
Ottoman  empire  was  a  matter  which  the 
English  Government  ought  to  maintain 
and  guarantee  by  force.  But  in  this  I  do 
not  acquiesce.  If  the  Turkish  empire  be 
disturbed  by  intestine  dissensions,  it  may 
be  right  that  we  should  interpose  as  far  as 
we  can  by  anrcable  mediation  and  good 
offices,  and  that  we  should  try  to  recon- 
cile and  bring  to  harmony  contending 
parties.  But  that  we  should  go  beyond 
this  limit ;  that  we  should  undertake  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  both  a<;ainst  foreign  invaders  and 
against  itself  and  its  own  internal  causes 
of  disruption  ;  that  we  should  hold  our- 
selves  ready  to  crush  any  Pacha  who  may 
choose  to  resist  the  Sultan's  orders,  or  who 
may  appear  likely  to  declare  himself  inde- 
pendent ;  that  we  should  spend  the  blood 
and  treasure  of  the  English  people  in  pro- 
viding factitious  cement  and  cohesion  for 
that  disorderly  mass  which  nature  has  in 
all  ages  denied  to  it — against  this,  I  say, 
1  record  my  deliberate  protest,  as  well  as 
against  our  recent  expedition  to  subdue 
Mehemet  Ali,  which  embodies  this  prin- 
ciple in  conspicuous  and  formidable 
meaning.  As  I  feel  strongly  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  Syrian  expedition  and  its  re- 
sults, I  have  been  tempted  to  trouble  the 
House  at  greater  length  than  1  could  have 
wished,  and  I  have  but  one  word  more  ta 
add.  If,  in  respect  to  our  internal  affairs, 
we  are  destinrd  to  obtain  no  farther  pro- 
gress or  improvement—  if  the  cold  shadows 
of  finality  have  at  length  closed  in  around 
us,  and  intercepted  all  visions  of  a  brighter 
future — if  the  glowing  hopes  once  associ- 
ated with  the  Reform  Ministry  and  the 
Reformed  Parliament  have  perished  like 
an  exploded  bubble,  at  least,  in  regard  to 
our  foreign  affairs,  let  us  preserve  from 
shipwreck  thut  which  is  the  first  of  all 
blessmgs  and  necessities;  that  which  was 
bequeathed  to  us  by  the  ant i -reform  mi- 
nistry and  the  unreformed  Parliament — I 
mean  peace  and  accord  with  the  leading 
nations  of  Europe  generally,  but  especially 
with  our  nearest  and  greatest  neighbour, 
France.  The  painful  conviction  forces 
itself  upon  me  that  this  peace  and  accord 
have  already  been  fearfully  endangered  by 
the  treaty  of  July  last,  and  that  it  nutst 
be  altogether  destroyed  if  the  noble  Se- 
cretary shall  on  future  occasions  take  the 
same  measure  of  our  foreign  relations  and 
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foreign  obligations  at  he  has  done  during  and  he  hoped  they  would  long  eontioue  lo 

the  last  autumn,  I  see  in  the  signature  he  so.    He  thought  it  not  at  all  improbable 

and  execution  of  our  treaty  of  July  in-  that  if  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 

terests  the  nearest,  the  most  valuable,  and  side  of  the  House  had  been  in  office,  or  if 

the  most  comprehensive  gratuitously  put  the  hon.  Member  for  London  had  been 

to  hazard  for  the  sake  of  oiijects  not  only  Foreign   Secretary,  instead  of  that  little 

petty  and  remote,  but  lying  oui  of  the  war  to  which  some  people  objected,  and 

sphere  of  our  legitimate  action,  and  there-  the  recent  glorious  events    of   1840,  we 

fore,  I  cannot  concur  in  any  address  which  should  have  been  involved  in  all  the  horrors 

speak«  of  the  policy  of  our  Syrian  expedi-  and  fury  of  a  bloody,  continental,  large 

tion  either  in  terms  of  praise  or  even  in  war. 

terms  of  acquiescence.  Lord  John  Russell  said :  After  the  oh- 

Mr.   James  considered,  that   although  jections  that  have  been  made  by  the  luia. 

the  hon.  Gentleman  had  spoken  at  great  Member  for    Loudon    to    the  course  of 

length  against  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  foreign  policy  that  has  been  pursued  ly 

Government   in   foreign    affairs,   he    had  her  Majesty's  Government,  I  think  it  nc- 

nevertheless  failed  to  advan«e  any  solid  ar-  cessary  to  state  my  views  of  that  policy, 

gumeiitsinsupportof  his  censure.  Thehon.  and  to  explain  the  grounds  upon  which  I 

Member  had  accused  the  noble  Lord  of  approve  of  that  policy.     I  feel  confideat 

breaking  up  the  French  alliance  for  inade-  ^i^h  regard  to  any  and   every  ohjectkm 

ouate  reasons,  but  he  could  not  concur  in  *^at  may  lie  further  iirgwl    against  the 

that  view  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Ministers,  from  what- 

noble   Lord.     The   foreign   policy  of  the  ever  quarter  it  may  come,  my  noble  Friend, 

present  Government  had  proved  itself  a  ^^«   Secretary   of  State  for  the  Foreign 

sound  policy  by  its  results;   indeed,   no  Depirtment  is,  and  will  be,  now,  and  at 

better  course  could   have  been  pursued.  ^"7  ^"^""^  peri«Hl,  perfectly  ready  to  give 

The  noble  Lord  enjoyed  not  only  the  ap-  *"«  ^'"^*  explanation  to  Parliament  of 

proving  testimony  of  his  own  conscience.  ^^  grounds  upon  which  the  Govemniefit 

but  he  believed  of  nearly  everv  Member  of  «**  f^^^y  *®  ^^'!^°*'  ^^iT  ^"^"^*  ^'^  ^' 

that  House,  as  well  as  of  the  great  ma-  «*"'  to  that  policy.     Her  Majesty,  at  the 

jority  of  the  people  of  England,  and  per-  commencement  of  last  Session,  informed 

haps  of  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  of  ^^'"  "^"f  *»'*^  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 

civilized  Europe.     He  knew  that  in  some  f^Pf.^***  ^•^H.  l^'TT^'i  '"  ««rtiiigtfce 

quarters  it  was  said  that  the  present  Ad-  5«^'*«J>«  ^»»»ch  had  taken  place  in  tlie 

ministration  were  weak,   inefficient,  and  ^'^■°*'  *"^  l'^"^/  ^''^.  ^^^^  ^ 

incapable  of  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  ~"^ ,  unanimity    ^uuld    continue,    and 

country,  either  domestic  or  foreign.     He  ^^'^  ^^  ^  •.S"**  •ettfcment  in  such  • 

could  not  see  the  ju.tice  of  that  remark.  "*"?^^  "  7"'^  '"fj"^°  '^^  '^^g^}^T 

If  her  Majesty's  Ministers  were  to  be  con.  *"i  «ode,Hm<lence  of  the  Ottoman  empm. 

sidered  a;  being  correctly  described  in  the  *?''p!l:L'^^w^^!^^^     M''"  ?!!!! 

I     I    J  •     .           4   I     -.u            *.  cr  hurope.     nith  regard   to  the  object 

terms  he  had  just  repeated  with  respect  to  ^^^^^  ,|^  j^,^j         ^^,.^          ^  . 

our  foreign  policy,  ihey  wore,  then  beyond  ,i^^_,^  ,,,^  g'rest  object.  I  say,  in  whiel. 

all   queslioii   and   experience,     he    most  this  House  d^l.red  their  conciirience  in 


Mmistry  had  in  so  short  a  space  of  time  f„r  the  iieoce  of  Euroi^;  to  these  viewj 

io  a  dy  v.ndicuted  our  nath.nal  honour  and  the  policv  of  her  Majesty's  Government  has 

established  our  national  interests.     It  was  been  dir^ted  ;  from  that  object  they  have 

no  business  of  his  to  support  her  Majesty's  never  swerved  ;  and  I  trust  1  shall  be  aide 

Government.     But  he  h;.d  felt  so  strongly  to  .how  that  the  cmirsc  they  have  pursued 

in  favour  of  thiir  rorcij^n   policy,  that  be  was  the  best  ci»unie,  and  perhapa,  I  may 

was  induced  to  trespass  on   the  attention  add,  the  only  wurse  condudre  to  thatend. 

of  the  House,  to  make  tlu,cfew  remarks,  sir,  I  am  relieved  from  the  necessity  of 

and  to  say  that  he  acquie?.  cd  most  cordi-  argument  as  to  the  great  importance  of 

ally  in  the  address,  and  tint  he  congratu-  the  object  in  view,  bi»th  by  the  general 

lated   her   Majesty  and  th  •  country  that  conrurtencc  of  thiH  Houte  not  ody  in  the 

tf«  present  Ministers  viert-  still  iu  office,  Address  of  last  year,  but  iu  the  course  of 
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manyyears  past.  I  am  reliered  likewise  from 
the  necessity  of  so  armmtt  by  the  admis* 
rion  of  the  hon.  Memoer  u>r  London^  who^ 
although  he  has  said  he  would  have  at- 
tained the  object  by  different  means,  yet 
conceives  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity 
and  independence  of  the  Ottoman  empire 
to  be  a  measure  of  the  highest  importance. 
The  hon.  Member  for  London  says  he 
would  have  taken  difierent  means.  I,  per- 
haps»  may  make  one  general  remark  before 
I  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  this  topic, 
because  I  belie?e  it  goes  to  the  bottom  of 
the  difference  between  the  hon.  Member 
and  myself — a  difference  which  he  has 
stated  with  his  uinia]  perspicuity,  while 
informing  the  House  in  what  manner  he 
thought  a  pacific  policy  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued. It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  peace  of  Europe 
would  be  best  attained  by  interfering  as 
little  as  possible  with  the  general  affairs  of 
the  continent,  but  using,  when  necessary, 
the  terror  of  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the 
empire.  I  differ  from  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
I  sav  that  by  alliance  with  those  powers 
of  Europe,  so  much  interested  in  the  pre- 
servation of  the  balance  of  power  by  conti- 
nual and  vigilant  attention  to  the  events 
which  from  time  to  time  arise  affecting 
that  balance— you  only  can  succeed  in 
maintaining  that  peace  and  preserving  that 
balance.  1  conceive  this  to  be  the  case,  so 
hr  as  regards  the  general  reasoning  upon 
the  matter.  If  you  look  to  the  course  of 
perhaps  the  most  pacific  Minister  that  ever 
guided  the  destmies  of  this  empire — I 
mean  Sir  Robert  Walpole — you  will  ob- 
serve that,  so  f^r  from  being  inactive,  so 
far  from  being  inattentive  to  the  course  of 
events,  he  was  ever  vigilant  and  watchful, 
ever  taking  part  in  treaties,  and  throwing 
the  balance  of  power  from  one  state  to 
another,  as  the  case  might  be,  and  in  one 
vear  alone  he  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  twenty. 
&ve  sail  of  the  line.  So  much,  then,  ror 
the  general  course  which  the  Government 
of  this  country  has  pursued.  I  will  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  particular  case  in 
question,  although  I  may  perhaps  have  to 
argue  it  again.  I  will  take  the  case  as  put 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  London,  and  then 
I  will  ask,  whether  his  policy  would  tend 
most  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  the 
preservation  of  the  balance  of  power.  The 
hon.  Member  would  not  have  interfered  in 
Syria,  he  would  not  have  given  an  opinion 
with  respect  to  Mehemet  All ;  but  in  case 
of  the  Pacha  attempting  to  obtain  prepon- 
derance in  Turkey^  and  to  obtain  influence 


at  Constantinople,  then,  ai  I  understand 
the  hon.  Member,  he  would  have  used  the 
terror  of  our  fleets  and  armies  to  deter  the 
Pacha  from  the  continuance  of  sach  at- 
tempts. Let  me  suppose  a  case  confbrm- 
able  to  this  policy  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
London.  Suppose,  then,  when  called 
upon  for  aid  by  Turkey,  we  said,  "  We 
mean  to  give  you  no  asbistance ;"  suppose 
we  had  said,  uith  respect  to  this  question, 
"  We  think  that  it  is  not  one  upon  which 
it  is  incumbent  on  England  to  express  an 
opinion,"  and  then,  driven  back  by  our 
resolution  not  to  assist  him,  the  Sultan 
had  looked  to  Russia  alone  for  succour. 
Suppose,  then,  that  Russia,  yielding  to 
temptation,  had  taken  the  measures  which, 
with  the  large  fleets  and  armies  at  her  dis- 
posal,, she  was  able  to  take — suppose  her 
ambition  had  increased  with  our  inertness 
— her  projects  of  dominion  had  risen  with 
our  want  of  energy — is  it  to  be  said  that 
the  terror  of  our  fleets  and  armies  alone 
would  have  been  able  to  arrest  her  progress? 
I  will  ask  whether  a  peremptory  summons 
on  the  part  of  England  would  then  have 
been  of  great  avail?  If,  then,  you  had 
taken  the  course  of  amicable  discussion, 
and  had  thus  attempted  to  ward  off  a  war, 
as  suggested  by  the  non.  Gentleman,  would 
the  attempt  have  succeeded  ?  I  say  the 
policy  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  have 
been  almost  certain  to  produce  the  war 
which  he  has  deprecated.  I  will  admit  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  we  are  not,  when 
the  Pacha  of  Albania,  or  of  any  other  pro- 
vince of  the  Turkish  empire,  may  becxmie 
disobedient  and  rebellious  to  the  Sultan,  or 
that  when  the  Sultan  may  say  to  us;  that 
he  finds  his  authority  in  Syria  resisted  by 
tribes  of  mountaineers— -in  such  a  case, 
I  say,  we  are  not  to  resort  to  arms  as  the 
means  bv  w  hich  the  inconvenience  is  to  be 
remedied.  I  admit  that  to  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber ;  but  the  fault  of  the  hon.  Member's 
argument  is,  that  he  supposes  all  cases  to 
be  alike — he  makes  no  distinction  between 
them,  but  says  you  are  to  lay  down  a  ma. 
thematical  rule  generally  applicable  to  aU, 
and  from  which  you  are  not  to  deviate 
under  any  circumstances.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber says,  that  because  the  course  adopted 
in  the  present  case  has  been  taken,  we 
are  consequently  to  support  the  Sultan 
against  every  rebellious  pacha  in  his  do- 
minions, fiut  is  it  to  be  said,  that  when 
an  empire  is  in  convulsion — a  powerful  and 
triumphant  pacha,  shaking  off  the  autho-* 
rity  of  his  sovereign,  and  even  aiming  at 
the  mastery — at  a  time  when  war  is  hover- 
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iDg  over  Europe — with  tucli  indicatioos 
as  these^  is  it  to  be  said  that  we  are  to  look 
calmlv  OD,  aod  not  interfere.  The  hon. 
Member  for  London  savs  there  must  be  an 
undeviating  rule  appficabJe  to  all  these 
cases.  I  deny  it.  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  human  affairs^  that  there  should  be  such 
an  universal,  unalterable  rule.  You  must 
take  cases  as  they  rise;  you  must  view 
circumstances  as  they  are  in  existence,  and 
upon  those  circumstances  you  roust  judge 
what  course  is  best  for  the  preservation  of 
the  peace  of  Europe,  and  tne  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown.  Then,  what  has 
been  tne  case  in  the  present  instance?  The 
war  which  ended  witn  the  treaty  of  Adrian- 
ople  had  greatly  weakened  the  power  of 
the  Tnrki»i  empire.  The  Sultan,  whom  we 
had  always  expressed  ourselves  ready  to 
befriend,  continually  urged  upon  the  Bri- 
tish ambassador,  that  the  danger  to  him 
did  not  only  arise  from  European  powers 
—be  said  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  have 
protection  against  his  own  vassal — from 
England  if  she  would  grant  it,  or  from 
Russia  if  she  would  affonl  it  to  him^-but 
protection  he  must  have  against  a  vassal 
of  his  own  who  was  growing  too  strong  for 
him,  and  whose  means  and  resources  were 
increasing  every  day.  A  contest  took  place, 
in  which  that  Pacha  still  increased  his 
power,  and  threatened  more  nearly  and 
more  deeply  the  stability  of  the  Turkish 
empire.  On  one  of  those  occasions  the 
forces  of  the  Sultan  were  defeated  at  the 
battle  of  Nerib.  The  Sultan  asked  for  the 
assistance  of  this  country.  Russia  granted 
liim  that  assistance,  and  Russia,  as  T  think, 
most  imprudently  for  her  own  interest, 
but  not  unnaturally  as  regnnled  her  posi- 
tion, obtained  peculiar  advantages  for  her- 
self by  the  treaty  of  Unkiar  Skelessi. 
True,  this  did  not  substantially  increase 
the  power  of  Russia,  yet  it  was  a  general 
waminff  to  Europe,  that  if  that  treaty  was 
to  be  followed  up  by  acts— if  it  was  to  be 
followed  up  by  other  treaties  and  other 
supports— >it  would  establish  an  exclusive 
protectorate  on  the  part  of  Russia  over 
Turkey.  Such  was  the  view  taken  by  the 
king's  government,  and  that  government 
did  not  hesitate  to  say  to  the  government 
of  Russiay  that  that  was  a  treaty  which 
Eogland  could  not  consider  as  forming  a 

Kof  the  law  of  Europe,  end  that  Eng. 
would  in  future  consider  herself  at 
liberty  to  act  as  if  that  treaty  was  not  in 
•xbtenoe.  The  same  course  was  followed 
with  France.  I  forget  at  this  moment 
what  was  the  course  taken  with  the  go- 


vernment of  Austria.    This»  Sir.  was  not 
a  safe  condition  for  Europe  to  be  in.  There 
were  no  Russian  troops  in  the  capital  of 
Turkey;  but  sudi  dangers  might  at  any 
time  have  arisen  as  to  call  for  their  pre. 
sence  there ;  and  it  could  not  be  said  thai 
the  peace  of  Europe  was  safe  so  long  as 
affairs  were   in   that  state  as  related  to 
powers  like  Russia  and  Turkey  on  the  one 
part,  and  Russia  and  England  on  the  other. 
The  Sultan  died,  and  there  were  no  hands 
which  could  assume  with  the  same  vigour 
the  reins  of  c^ovemment     Mehemet  Alt 
was  then  in  the  position  which  my  noble 
Friend  so  clearly  describes  in  his  note  of  the 
3l8t  August.     Hon.  Members  will  see  io 
that  note  the  opinion  held  by  her  Muestyls 
Government  on  the  position  of  Menemet 
AH,  possessed  of  Eg3rpt  and  Syria,  with 
both  military  and  naval  forces  dispropor- 
tionate to  his  station,  and  beyond  that 
point  which  this  Government  considered  it 
natural  he  should  support — with  a  positioo 
threatening  Bagdad,  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  Sultan  on  the  other.     In   that  note 
also  was  mentioned  the  intention  of  Mehe* 
met  Ali  to  render  himself  independeot  of 
the  Sultan.     I  will  ask,  did  not  this  pori- 
tion  threaten  the  integrity  and  independ- 
ence of  the  Ottoman  empire  ?    But  tbetie 
is  still  more.     I  will  take  the  statemeat  I 
am  aliout  to  make,  not  from  the  note  of 
my    noble   Friend,    but  from  a  Frendi 
minister,  one  of  the   ministry  called  the 
ministry  of  the  12th  of  May,  which  was 
in  power  at  the  time  when  these  events 
took  place.     Propositions  had  been  made 
to  Mehemet  Ali  by  the  Sultan,  but  they 
were  such  propositions  as  might  have  been 
expected  to  be  made  by  a  younff  sovereign^ 
whose  poT\'er  had  been  weakened.  M.  P^y 
said,   that    those    propositions    were   re- 
jected. Mehemet  Ali  demanded  possession 
of  all  he  ocaipied.     But  be  did  not  stop 
there ;  he  demanded  the  dismissal  of  the 
Grand  Vizier,  whom  he  considered  his  per- 
sonal enemy.     He  addrtfssed  letters  to  the 
other  pachas  of  the  empire,  inviting  them 
to  join  him,  and  to  oroclaim,  like  hin« 
their  independence.     I  ask,  was  not  this 
threatening  the    integrity  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  Ottoman  empire  }    M.  Passy 
also  said,  that  he  had   intelligence  that 
Mehemet  Ali  endeavoured  to  promote  tu- 
mults and  insurrections  in  Constantinople, 
and  among  those  facts  there  were  sone 
others  which  his  present  position  prevented 
M.  Passy  from  revealing.    This,  Sir,  is  the 
statement    of  a    French   minister  — one 
fiivourable  to  Mehemet  Ali;  this  b 
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accouDt  of  the  position    of   the   Pacha. 
Thaty  oot  being  satisfied  with  the  great 

Sower  he  possessed  in  Egypt  and  Syria^ 
e  iurited  tne  neighbourinjj^  pachas  to  rebel 
against  the  Sultan — that  he  was  carrying 
on  these  dangerous  projects — that  what  he 
wished  to  establish  was  not  only  influence, 
but  power  in  the  heart  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire. We  mighty  indeed^  say  that  this  is 
a  matter  remote  from  our  interests — that 
Mehemet  All  might  be  as  a  good  a  sove- 
reign as  the  Sultan.  But  there  is  one  little 
circumstance  which  I  beg  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  consider.  It  is  this :  that  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  might  take  no  such  view. 
That  sovereign  might  say,  I  have  a  treaty 
with  the  lawful  Sultan  of  Turkey  -,  or  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  might  say  the  same  ; 
and  that  the  maintenance  of  those  treaties 
was  their  interest  as  well  as  duty.  Foreign 
troops,  Russian  or  Austrian,  would  then 
have  occupied  Constantinople,  and^  in 
point  of  fact,  there  must  have  been  war 
nging  in  the  east,  such  a  contest  as  might 
be  expected  to  be  carried  on  between  two 
such  powers  as  Russia  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Sultan  on  the  other — such  a  con- 
test as  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
Great  Britain  to  look  on,  forgetful  of  all 
her  treaties,  all  her  alliances,  all  her  de- 
daratioos  in  favour  of  the  integrity  and 
independence  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  If, 
indeed,  she  could  have  been  so  neglectful, 
so  unmindful  of  her  duties,  she  would  have 
been  obliged  at  last  to  interfere,  and  would 
ultimately  have  been  brought  into  a  war, 
amid  all  those  evils  which  it  is  the  pacific 
policy  of  the  hon.  Member  for  London  to 
avoid.  The  ambassadors  of  the  great 
powers  declared  at  Constantinople,  that  it 
was  the  wish  of  the  sovereigns  they  re- 
presented, that  the  Sultan  should  not  con. 
dude  a  separate  settlement  with  Mehemet 
Ali,  but  should  wait  the  result  of  their 
views,  after  they  had  consulted  as  to  the 
best  course  to  be  pursued.  As  I  have 
stated  what  I  think  was  the  interest  of 
England,  and  as  1  have  stated  the  views 
of  a  French  minister  with  regard  to  the 
projects  of  Mehemet  Ali,  I  will  now 
quote  the  opinion  of  the  government  of 
France  of  that  day,  and  I  think  the  let- 
ter will  show  that  the  government  of 
France  took  the  same  view  as  the  Go- 
vernment of  England  did — namely,  that 
the  first  object  was  the  general  preserva- 
tion of  the  integrity  and  independence  of 
the  Turkish  empire.  The  noble  Lord 
read  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  French  Minister  of  Fo- 
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reign  Affairs,  M.  Passy,  to  the  government 
of  Austria. 

"  In  a  communication  made  on  the  25th 
of  September  to  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  of  a 
plan  of  arrangement;  the  Cabinet  of  May 
12ih  said,  that  it  was  thus  necessary  to  protect 
Mehemet  Ali.'' 

**  No  peculiar  predilection  animates  us  in 
favour  of  the  Egyptian  power.  We  certainly 
should  not  see  without  some  regret  the  extra- 
ordinary work  of  Mehemet  Ali  overturned, 
and  which,  in  the  midst  of  numerous  imper- 
fections, contains  undoubtedly  the  germs  of 
numerous  improvements  :  but  our  faith  in  the 
duration  of  this  work  is  not  stable  enough  to 
induce  us  to  think  of  causing  it  to  form  the 
base  of  a  political  system.  We  much  rather 
believe,  that  at  an  epoch  more  or  less  distant, 
the  vast  provinces  now  under  the  power  of  the 
Viceroy,  are  destined  to  return  under  the  im- 
mediate rule  of  the  Sultan,  and  that  the  Otto- 
man Empire,  notwithstanding  its  present  fal« 
len  state  of  power,  is  still  destined  to  outlive 
the  establishment  of  Mehemet  Ali,  to  absorb 
it,  even,  some  day — because  bound  up  with 
that  fallen  state,  there  remains,  in  its  antiquity, 
in  that  religious  character  peculiarly  attached 
to  the  Ottoman  dynasty,  in  the  resemblance  of 
ideas,  and  of  oriental  institutions,  a  moral 
force  which  belongs  only  to  itself. 

**  In  thus  looking  forward  to  an  occurrence 
which  we  do  not  fear  or  desire,  but  in  respect 
to  which  it  appears  to  us  wise  to  regulate  our 
policy,  because  it  is  probable,  we  think  cer- 
tainly that  we  should  take  into  very  serious 
consideration,  the  means  of  giving  as  much 
stability  as  possible  to  an  empire,  destined, 
according  to  appearance,  to  remain  for  a  long 
time  one  of  the  principal  elements  of  a  poli- 
tical equilibrium.** 

This  was  the  view  of  the  government 
then  existing  in  France,  and  it  certainly 
shows  an  approximation  to  the  views  at 
that  time  entertained  by  the  other  great 
powers  of  Europe.  [Mr.  U Israeli :  In 
what  year  was  this  view  expressed  ?]  It 
was  in  the  year  1839-  I  believe  it  is  un- 
necessary that  I  should  now  state  what 
took  place  with  regard  to  the  collective 
note  signed  by  the  representatives  of  the 
great  European  powers  at  Constantinople. 
After  the  signing  of  that  note,  it  became 
necessary,  that  the  great  powers  should 
come  to  some  immediate  understanding  as 
to  what  should  be  done  in  consequence  of 
it,  and  to  that  end  it  was  not  only  desira- 
ble, but  imperative,  that  a  conference 
should  be  held.  The  communication  I 
have  just  read  was  a  communication  which 
was  stated  in  the  French  Chamber  of  De- 
puties to  have  been  made  by  the  French 
government  to  the  government  of  Austria. 
About  the  time  that  this  communication 
was  made  by  Fiance  to  Austria,  the  pre- 
D 
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•ent  Ruwan  unbMMdor,  M.  Branow,  ar- 
rived ID  this  country  witb  propuaitioDi 
upon  the  wme  subject.  Those  pro- 
noaitioDS  were  stated  bj  him  to  mv  noble 
Friend,  the  Secretarv  of  State  for  Foreign 
A Ain.  Sij  Doble  friend,  m  far  from  de- 
lirrog  (o  make  any  separate  agreement — 
to  hr  from  desiring  to  disunite  this  coun- 
try from  the  Blliance  with  France,  which 
we  hare  always  endeavoured  to  maintain 


a  one  of  the 


tion.  And  I  must  say,  that  whatever  tlw 
former  projects  of  Russia  nay  hare  \taem, 
or  whatever,  at  tone  future  tiane,  naf  h* 
the  intentions  of  so  great  a  military  powo', 
the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  throogh«»t 
the  whole  of  the  negutiatioaa  upoa  tUa 
subject  Iiad  been  marked  by  the  most  per- 
fect good  faith,  and  by  a  siooeie  and  earaeat 
desire  to  co-operate  with  the  other  powm 
if  Europe  in  such  a  war  as  to  make  lbs 


for  the  peace  of  I  erentsin  the  eastaii  Oi-casionfor  settliogM 


io  far  from  wishing  to  make 
Buch  arrangement,  the  fint  thing  that  mj 

noble  Friend  did  was  to  communicate  the  I  lo  suppose  thai  the  governi 
propositions  in  the  same  terms  as  those  in    wc  '■   --'    -  ■-   >--  .   ... 
which  he  bad  received  tfaem,  without  stal-    rai 
ing  his  own  decision,  much  less  the  deci-  1  re: 
aion  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  upon  i  th; 
thein.  to  the  French  ambassador,  T 
they  were  immediately  transmitd 
French  government.      The  answi 
by  the  French  government   has 
'     D  quoted  in  the  course  of  the  di 


ind  secure  basis  the  peace  of  the  L«- 

There  wns  no  reason  that  I  know  oT 

of  Franc* 

mid  refuse  to  be  a  parly  lo  surh  ar- 

[igement.      When   1  tay  there  was  no 

ison,   1   menu  that  there  was  no  reaaon 

at   I  know  of,  either  in  the  tntemli  of 

I  France,   in   the  general   language  which 

^"^  I  the  government  of  France  had  held  with 

lade    respect  lo  the  integrilv  and  independence 

''■'y    of  ihc  Turkish  empire,  nor  in  ihe  public 

declarations  which  France  had  made  upon 


of  thia  evening.    It  appears  from  what  has    ,he  subjecl,  that  could  induce  us  lo  sup- 
since  been  stated,  that  the  French  govern-    p„,^  [,,j„  ^1,^  ^q^ij  ,ef„^  ,(,  \,fcoax  a 


ment  at  that  time  supposed,  that  ihe  Go-  I  p^^,     ^^  ,i,g  arranjjeme.il.      There  wu. 
rernment  of  this  country  were  disposed  to     ■       -  ..... 

agree  with  the  propositions  made  to  them, 
and  that  they  had  submitted  an  alterna- 
tive, which  had  not  before  occurred  to 
them,  with  regard  to  the  entrance  of  the 
combined  fleets  into  the  Dardenellet. 
That,  however,  Is  an  error  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  French  minister,  for,  whilst 
such  was  the  opinion  of  the  French  go- 
vernment, the  opinion  of  the  Guvernment 
of  England  was  always  formed — that  if 
theae  operations  were  to  take  place — if 
Mehemet  Alt  was  to  be  contined  within 
certain  deBned  limits — if  one  of  the  |)ow- 
eri  of  Europe  should  attempt  to  take  pos- 
aeasion  of  Constantinople,  then  an  Engli-h 
and  French  fleet  should  enter  the  Dar- 
danelles. That  was  the  opinion  of  the 
English  Government,  and  had  the  over- 
ture been  at  once  rejected  by  Russia,  there 
would  have  been  an  end  to  all  negotiation 
with  that  power  upon  the  subject.  The 
Emperor  of  Russia,  however,  most  wisely 
for  the  interests  of  his  own  empire,  most 
fortunately  for  the  peace  of  Euro)>c,  was 
dis|MMed  not  to  continue  in  that  separate 
course  of  giolicy  out  of  which  much  of  the 
danger  that  threatened  the  integrity  of 
the  Turklah  empire,  and  Ihe  peace  of  En- 
ro|ie  had  ariaen,  but  was  ready  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  other  power*  of  Europe,  with 
Knsland,  with  France,  with  Austria,  and 
with  Prussia,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
a  Anal  arrangement  of  the  Easteru  quea- 


lu  hope  that,  ju  the 
course  of  ihe  ncgoliations  which  woaM 
necessarily  tnkc  place  prior  to  a  final  act- 
ilement  of  the  qiiestion,  any  difference  «r 
opinion  that  France  mieht  cnterlaia  a«  lo 
the  portions  of  Syria  which  should  be  leA 
lo  the  Egyptian  would  have  yielded  to  tha 
general  opinion,  whatever  that  opioioa 
might  be,  of  the  other  opiotons  of  Europt. 
If  that  opinion  had  been  leas  favoamhl* 
to  Ihe  views  of  my  noble  Friend  the  Se- 
cretary for  Furcigo  Affairs  than  it  turood 
out  to  be — if  Russia,  Austria,  aod  Pruaaja 
liad  been  inclined  to  give  a  neater  por- 
tion of  Syria  to  Mehemet  Ali  than  my 
noble  Friend  was  disposed  to  give,  1  do 
not  believe  that  we  should  have  dissent- 
ed fnim  Ihai  opinion.  But  what  I  am 
<|uiie  sure  of  is,  that  if  we  had  found  it 
necessary  to  dissent  from  the  decision  of 
the  other  poweri— if  we  thought  that  th* 
arrangement  was  not  sufficiently  secure, 
nut  sufficienlly  advintageou*  to  the  Sul- 
tan, we  should  never  have  ihought  that 
ihul  difference  uf  opinion  with  the  great 
powers  of  Euro|ie  would  at  all  have  jutti- 
tied  us  in  coinpl .lining  of  insuti  and  in- 
Jury:  and  siili  less  have  jnslifiiKl  ua  in 
demanding  of  this  lloute  and  advisinf 
onr  Sovereign  to  iiirrcnsc  to  an  enormOM 
ralcnt  the  Biinamrnis  of  the  kingdom. 
Thetefore,  when  the  hoo.  Member  for 
London  says,  that  it  is  a  misfiarluna  that 
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there  ii  ad  estrangement  between  France 
•nd  ihii  country,  I    enliiely   ngree  willi 
knn  in  lamenting  that  occurrence;  when 
be  nys  that  etery  cflbri  ought  to  have 
been  made  to  induce  France  lo  combine 
in  the  |;eneml  urr^ngemenl  proposed  by 
the   other  powers  of   Europe,  I  entirely 
eoncar  with  him  ;  bnt  I  cannot  agree  witl< 
hira  when  lie  says,  (hat  the  binme  of  pro- 
ducing the  estrangement  ought  lo  1>e  vi- 
sited upon   the  Government  ot  this  coun 
try.     So  far   from  that  being  ihe  case,  I 
maintain    that   the   blame    prnpcrly    and 
justly  belongs  to  liiat  Governmeni  which 
not  only  differed  in  opinion  from  all  ihi' 
oiher  powers,  bnt  endeavouied  to  malcr 
the  diflerence  natiomil,  by  appealing  to  : 
(he  passions  oF  the  people,  and  llireaien~ 
ed  ihe  peace  of  Europe  by  the  prepara.  ' 
lion  of  vast  armaments.     1  uliould  rather  I 
■ay,  that  the  blume  of  the  eslrangemeni 
belonged  lo  Frace  Tot  the  conr:ic  or  polic;^  i 
she  adopted  at  the  time  thai 
July  took  place.      I  i^hall  nc 
oessary    to   quote   more  than   a  very  feu 
words  of  what  occurred  whilst  the  nego- 
tiations were  going  on ;    and  tlio^e  ten 
words  will  be  taken  from  a  despatch  and  '  .."A'  '■"''.'' 
m  letter   which   hud    been    gpven    (o    the 
world   in    the   discugsions   in   the   French 
Chambers,  and  which  were  addressed  by 
M.   Guizot,    the   French   arabasssdor    in 
this  country,  to  the  government  of  France. 
It  appears,  that  whilst  the    negotiation!! 
were   going  on    from  Ociober,    1839,  lo 
July,  1840,  every  effort  was  made  by  my 
noble   Friend  the  Secretary  for   Foreign 
Affairs,  in  concert  with  the  government  of 
Austria,  which  was  most  earnest  upon  the 
subject,    to     deyise    some    arrangemeni 
which,  securing  the   integrity  and    inde- 
pendence of  Turkey,   should  stilt  be  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  admit  of  (he  concur. 
rence  of  Prance.     It  appears  also,  from 
the   papers  lo  which  I  am   now  about  to 
refer,  thai,  whilKt  all   this  was  going  on. 
the    Freni'h  ambassador  in  this   countiy 
foresaw    that  if  no   approximalion    were 
made  by  the  French  government  lo  (he 
views  of  the  rest  of  (be  powers,  it  was 
likely  (hat  the  negotiations  would  cml  in 
the  separadon  of  France.      I(    appears, 
that  on  Ihe    I7lh  of  March,  M.  (Ini/ot 
wrote  to  the  Foreign  Minister  of  Fjancc 
as  follows :  — 

"  Bui  it  ma;  likewise  happen,  dial  matters 
naj  lie  hastened,  and  iliiit  we  may  sou n  liiid 
ourselres  obliged  to  take  a  decision. 

"  If  (hat  happens,  (he  aKerDalive  in  which 


we  shall  be  placed,  will  be  this,— Ei(ber  to 
agree  with  England,  acting  with  her  in  the 
question  of  Constantinople,  and  oblainiog 
from  her  in  the  question  of  Syria  concession* 
for  Mehemet  All— or,  to  withdraw  from  (he 
liusincss  i  allowing  It  to  be  concluded  between 
the  Tour  Powers,  and  keeping  ourselves  aloof, 
waiting  fur  events.  I  do  not  affirm,  that  in 
this  c.ise  the  conclasion  between  the  Four 
Powers    is    certain.      New    difficulties    may 

"  1  oidy  say,  that  (his  conclusion  appears  lo 
me  probable,  and  that  if  we  do  not  make  die 
attempt  lo  bring  about  between  us  and  £ng- 
iand,  upon  the  question  of  Syria,  a  compro< 
mise  with  which  (he  Pacha  may  be  canten(ed, 
we  may  expect  [he  other  issue,  the  arrange- 
ment between  four,  and  hold  ourselves  pre- 

"  It  is  important  lha(  yoa  should  know  the 
s(ale  of  (hings,  and  no(  make  for  yourselves 
any  illusion  upon  the  probable  chances. 

"  Tliere  is  here,  in  tlie  Cabinet,  a  sincere 
desiie  (o  maintain  and  (o  draw  closer  the 
I'rench  alliance,  hut,  that  this  desire,  and  iha 
TV  of  i  P"'sp^t'''*e  difficulties  of  execution,  should 
„g_  omweigh  the  motives  which  drive  Kngland  to 
ieize  the  occasion  of  setding  according  to  her 
iwn  political  views  (he  questions  of  Constan- 
:inople  and  Syria,  (hat  1  cannot  affirm, 

:he  day  before  (the  16th  of  March), 
a  despatch  : — 
"  By  a  singular  concurrence  of  circnmMan- 
cea,  liussia  shows  herself  disposed  to  abandon 
to  adjourn,  at  least,  not  only  her  projects  of 
aggrandisemenl,  but  her  pretentions  of  an  ex- 
clusive protectorate  over  the  Ottoman  Empire, 
and  10  second  England  in  her  design  of  weak- 
ening the  Paclia  of  Egypt. 

Now,  I  say,  that  this  passage  proves, 
(hat  in  (he  course  of  the  negotiations 
there  bad  been  a  manifestation  of  readi- 
ness on  the  part  of  Russia  to  abandon 
designs  which,  in  this  country,  and  in 
oiher  countries  of  Europe,  had  been 
(houglit  of  extreme  danger  to  the  sla. 
bdity  of  peace.  I  maintain  tliat  that  one 
sentence  proves  ihe  advantage  which  had 
been  so  far  gained  by  the  negotiations 
which  were  then  gioing  on.  But  with  re- 
gard to  the  position  of  France,  M.  Guizot, 
afler  saying,  that  he  thinks  time  may  per- 
liajis  be  gained,  proceeds  to  observe — 

"It  may  also  happen  thai  events  may  re- 
ceive a  new  impetus,  and  ihat  we  shall  soon 
be  obliged  (o  take  a  decided  part.  If  this 
should  happen,  die  ahernative  in  which  we 
shall  be  placed  will  be  dus:  either  to  aci  in 
T:oncer(  with  Kngland  on  the  question  of  Con- 
-(antinople,  and  in  obtaining  from  her,  in  that 
<>f  Syria,  some  concessions  for  Mehemet  Ali, 
or  lo  withdraw  from  (he  negoiialioo,  leaving 
it  lo  be  conducted  amongst  the  four  powers, 
dnd  holding  ourselves  apart  (oawai(  the  course 
D2 
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of  events.  I  do  oot  affirm  that  in  this  case  a 
conclasion  by  the  four  powers  is  certain ;  new 
difficulties  may  arise.  I  only  say,  that  in 
my  view  snch  a  conclusion  appears  probable, 
and  that  if  we  do  not  make  an  endeavour  to 
bring  about,  between  us  and  England,  an  ar- 
rangement  on  the  Syrian  question  with  which 
the  Pacha  ought  to  be  satisfied,  we  should  be 
prepared  for  the  other  issue,  the  settlement  by 
the  four  powers.  It  is  important  that  you 
should  perfectly  understand  the  state  of 
things,  and  not  make  any  false  calculations 
on  the  probable  chances.  There  is  in  the 
cabinet  here  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  and 
strengthen  the  alliances  with  France.  Rut 
that,  this  desire,  and  the  prospect  of  the  dif- 
ficulties in  carrying  it  out,  will  outweigh  the 
motives  which  urge  England  to  seize  an  op- 
portunity of  settling,  according  to  its  own 
views  of  policy,  the  questions  of  Constanti- 
nople and  Syria,  is  what  I  will  not  venture  to 
affirm/' 

That  was  the  lettter,  written,  according 
to  his  own  account  of  it  by  the  French 
ambassador,  on  the  1 6th  of  March,  to  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  aflfairs  in  France. 
From  that  time  we  never  had  a  proposition 
which  it  seemed  to  us  would  combine  these 
advantages.  On  the  17th  of  July  my 
noble  Friend  informed  the  French  ambas- 
sador of  the  conclusion  of  the  convention  ; 
and  yet  the  government  of  France  of  that 
day  assumed,  that  it  was  taken  unawares 
—  that  it  was  taken  by  surprise — that  Eng- 
land had  acted  injuriously  to  France  in 
concluding  the  convention,  and  that  no 
notice  had  been  given  of  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Powers  to  determine  the 
question  independently  of  France.  I  can- 
not say,  that  I  think  there  was  any  justice 
ill  this  complaint.  I  lament  the  estrange- 
ment and  the  irritation  which  thereupon 
arose  in  France,  because  of  the  people  ol 
Franc(>,  of  u  people  so  enlightened,  of  h 
people  so  gHllanl,  of  a  people  who  have 
dune  so  much  service  to  the  civilisation  of 
Euiope  and  of  the  world— of  such  a  peo- 
ple, of  such  a  nation — I  cannot  speak  ex- 
cept with  feelings  of  sincere  esteem.  Nor 
can  I  wonder,  that  when  the  government 
of  France,  having  the  direction  of  affairs, 
and  knowing  what  bad  taken  place,  gave 
it  to  be  understood  that  France  had  been 
insulted,  that  France  had  been  injured, 
that  France  had  been  wounded  in  her 
honour  and  her  interests;  when  such  re- 
presen'ations  were  made  to  the  sensitive 
peop'e  of  France,  I  cannot  wonder  that  a 
Kreat  feeling  of  enstrangement  and  of 
irritation  towards  this  country  should 
have  taken  place.    This  was  the  natural 


and  necessary  coDseqoeoce  of  the  count 
pursued  by  the  French  Government.  See* 
ing  how  impossible  it  b  for  the  general 
majss  of  a  population  to  follow  the  train  of 
negotiations,  which  probably  eitend  over 
a  considerable  period  of  time,  it  it  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  the  feelings  of  the 
French  people  should  have  been  aroused 
and   infiamed    when   they  were   told  by 
those  in  whoi>i  the  trust  of  goremmenC 
was  reposed,  that  the  honour,  the  dignity^ 
and  the  interest  of  their  country  had  been 
wounded ;  but  I  do  wonder — 1  do  indeed 
wonder,  that  the  government  of  France 
should  have  been   so  reckless  as  thus  to 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  two  countries 
thus  wanting  to    increase  the  feeling  of 
alienation  and  insecurity   that    had  un- 
fortunately already  begun   to  spring  up» 
and  to  give  it  to  be  understood,  that  there 
were  in  England  feelinirt  of  hostility  and 
estrangement  towards  France  whk:b  never 
existed.     In  stating  such  observations  to 
the  House,  in  answer  to  the  Hon.  Member 
for  Kilkenny  (Mr.  Hume)  at  the  end  of 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  my  noble 
Friend,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  ASiiirty 
observed,  as  strongly  as  it  was  possible  fbr 
him  to  do,  that  this  treaty  was  in  no  way 
intended  against  France — that  no  intereat 
of  France,  no  engagement  of  France,  was 
at  all  afTccted  by  it — that  he  lamented  that 
France  was  not  a  party  to  it — that  the 
interests  of  this  country,  and  he  beliered 
of  Europe,  required  that  he  should  take  • 
course  opposed  to  the  views  of  the  govern* 
ment  of  France  ;  but,  that  the  feelings  of 
the    English    Government,  and,  he   was 
persuaded,  of  the  the  English  people,  also 
would  continue  to  he  as  friendly  towards 
France   as  ever.     That   was  the  feeling 
upon  which  this  arrangement  was  entered 
upon.     Why,  then,  \%ns  it  not  possible  to 
a<;ree  with  France  ?     My  opinion  is,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  agree  with   France, 
because  she  laitl  down  for  herself  as  a  rule, 
(I  cannot  conceive  u|>on  what  ground  of 
French   policy  or   French   interest)   that 
whatever  Mchemet  Ali  positively  refused 
to  do,  no  menace  or  coercion  on  the  part 
of  the   European   |>oweni  should  compel 
him  to  do.  Austria  having  devised  a  plan 
which  she  thought  would  be  acceptable  to 
France,  the  French  Ministry  did  not  say, 
that  it    was   a  proposition    injurious    to 
France   and  dangerous  to   the  peace  of 
Europe,  but  took  meuns  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther ir  \tould  In*  acceptable  to  the  Pacha; 
and  when  the  Pacha  said,  that  he  would 


not  agree  to  it,  the  French  ministry  re- 
fused to  be  a  party  to  it.  It  appears  to 
me,  that  far  from  attending  to  the  honour 
and  interests  of  France,  the  interests  and 
dignity  of  that  country  were  lowered  by 
this  kind  of  proceeding.  When  the  Pacha 
understood,  as  he  would  be  sure  to  under- 
stand if  the  policy  of  France  were  adopted, 
that  no  actual  force  was  to  be  employed 
against  him,  was  it  not  certain  that  he 
would  say,  in  the  language  of  the  ambi- 
tious and  fortunate  soldier,  **  I  will  not 
render  up  an  inch  of  my  possessions,  1 
will  not  yield  one  of  the  advantages  I  have 
gained  by  my  sword — I  will  retain  all  that 
1  have — and  if  the  opportunity  occurs  I 
will  add  to  my  dominions  as  much  more 
as  1  can."  What  other  answer  would  be 
natural  to  the  Pacha  ?  But  the  part  of 
France,  as  I  conceive,  was  to  look  to  what 
arrangements  would  be  conducive  to  the 
peace  of  Europe — what  arrangement  could 
be  adopted  consistently  with  the  views  of 
all  the  great  Powers — what  arrangement 
would  afford  to  those  powers  a  common 
ground  upon  which  all  could  meet,  and 
when  such  an  arrangement  had  been  de- 
vised, then  to  say  to  the  Pacha,  '^This  is 
the  arrangement  that  has  been  made  by  the 
powers,  and  this  is  the  arrangement  which 
you  must  accept.  Therefore,  in  the  course 
of  these  transactions  I  maintain  that  it 
was  not  the  conduct  of  England,  not  the 
view  which  England  took  of  the  necessity 
of  supporting  the  Sultan  against  the  ag- 
gressions of  the  Pacha,  which  led  to  the 
estrangement  and  separation  which  1 
lament ;  but  the  unfortunate  conduct 
pursued  by  the  French  government  in 
transferring  to  Mehemet  Ali  the  attach- 
ment which  they  had  always  expressed 
towards  the  Sultan  and  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire,  and  which  induced  them,  in  regard 
to  every  proposition,  and  to  every  arrange- 
ment proposed  by  the  rest  of  Europe,  to 
look  always  to  what  would  be  pleasing 
and  acceptable  at  Alexandria,  ralher  than 
to  what  would  be  secure  and  honourable 
at  Constantinople.  With  respect  to  what 
took  place  after  the  signing  of  the  treaty, 
I  know  it  has  been  said,  that  propositions 
should  again  have  been  made  to  the 
government  of  France.  But  with  what 
prospects  of  success  could  any  propo- 
sitions have  been  offered  ?  From  Octo- 
ber 1829,  to  July  1840,  we  had  ne- 
gotiated  in  vain.  During  the  whole  of 
that  long  period,  we  had  earnestly  but 
Tainly  endeavoured  to  bring  France   to 
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concur  with  us.  The  moment  for  carry* 
ing  out  the  views  of  the  powers  who 
were  parties  to  the  treaty,  appeared  to  be 
favourable.  The  people  of  Syria  had 
risen  against  Mehemet  Ali,  and  were 
making  an  effort  to  throw  off  his  yoke, 
wliich  they  regarded  as  intolerable.  We 
knew  that  the  opinions  of  the  French 
government  were  decidedly  adverse  to 
ours.  Under  these  circumstances,  if  we 
had  asked  the  French  government  to  sign 
the  treaty,  I  think  it  would  have  produced 
one  of  two  consequences  :  either  a  decla- 
ration more  hostile  than  that  made  when 
the  treaty  was  actually  signed,  or,  on  ihe 
other  hand,  a  proposal  to  negotiate — a 
proposal  to  go  over  the  whole  of  the  ques- 
tion again,  and  thus  to  have  lost  the  whole 
of  the  year  1840,  and  to  have  obli;iefl  the 
powers  in  1841  to  come  to  some  new  ar- 
rangement upon  the  subject.  When  I 
read  the  directions  given  by  the  French 
xMinister  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  French 
ambassador  in   I.ondon  dtiring*  the  lime 
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negotiations 
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urging  him  by  all  the  means  in  his  power 
to  obtain  time,  to  promote  delay,  to  make 
no  propositions,  but  to  raise  objections  to 
every  suggestion  of  the  other  powers,  I 
cannot  doubt,  that  if  the  consent  of  the 
French  government  had  been  asked  to  the 
treaty,  there  would  have  been  some  cavil 
about  the  execution  of  it,  some  difference 
of  opinion  about  the  precise  terms  which 
admitted  of  the  entrance  of  an  English 
fleet  into  the  Dardanelles — some  difficulty 
that  would  have  exposed  the  peace  of 
Europe  to  still  further  danger,  and  have 
left  the  settlement  of  the  Eastern  question 
as  far  off  as  it  was  in  October  of  the  ytdr 
preceding,  i  have  not  made  any  remark 
as  to  what  has  happened  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  treaty.  My  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Brabazon)  and  my  hon.  Friend  (Mr, 
Grantley  Berkeley),  who  moved  and 
seconded  the  Address,  have  expressed 
their  sense — a  sense  in  which  I  am  sure 
the  whole  of  the  House  will  particip.»ic — 
of  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  naval  force 
of  this  country  employed  in  the  Levant. 
All  the  persons  in  the  naval  and  military 
service  employed  in  the  exped-tion,  and 
especially  those  who  assisted  at  the  sics:e 
and  capture  of  Acre,  have  behaved  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  reputation,  and 
with  the  accustomed  gallantry  of  English- 
men. I  shall  be  glad  if  the  enterprise, 
which  was  undertaken  for  the  sake  of  re- 
storing Syria  to  the  Sultan,  should  have 
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the  additional  effect  of  putting  an  end  lo 
the  unfounded  remarks  and  unjust  impu- 
tations which  of  late  years  it  has  been  the 
fashion  to  make,  with  respect  to  the 
sti€aj;th  and  efficiency  of  the  British  navy. 
I  ventured  last  year,  when  these  objections 
were  repeated,  when  the  inefficiency  of 
the  navy  was  again  and  again  insisted 
upon,  I  then  ventured  to  say,  that  it  was 
very  difficult  when  anything  was  in  a 
state  of  profound  peace,  when  ships  of 
war  had  only  lo  sail  from  one  port  to 
another,  to  prove  that  they  were  worihy 
of  the  ancient  reputation  of  the  British 
navy  ;  but  I  added,  that  if  any  occasion 
arose,  I  was  sure  they  would  confound  by 
their  deeds  all  those  who  ventured  lo 
doubt  their  efficiency,  and  that  they  would 
continue,  as  heretofore,  to  maintain  the 
glory  of  their  country.  I  rejoice  that 
that  has  been  the  case,  and  thut  the 
speedy  success  of  their  operations  has 
brought  us  to  the  eve  of  the  accomplish- 
ment of  all  the  objects  contemplated  by 
the  treaty  of  July.  No  doifljt  the  course 
pursued  has  been  attended  with  danger. 
No  doubt  the  estrangement  of  France,  and 
the  view  taken  by  the  French  government 
of  the  position  of  Mchemet  Ali  led  to  con- 
siderable panic  ;  but  in  going  over  those 
affairs  again,  and  considering  the  ditBcnh 
courses  that  might  have  been  adopted.  I 
own  I  can  see  no  course  that  could  have 
been  taken  with  less  immediate  danger, 
and  certainly  none  that  would  have  been 
more  hkely  to  lead  to  so  satisfactory  and 
permanent  a  result  We  may  now  hope 
to  free  the  Sultan  from  the  continual 
dread  of  a  vassal  who  for  a  long  time  has 
threatened  him  with  an  overgrown  and 
formidable  power.  We  may  hope  to  pre- 
serve the  integrity  and  independence  of 
the  Turkish  empire  with  a  great  degree  of 
stability,  and  with  revived  and  improved 
intelligence.  We  may  hope  that  the 
danger  which,  a  few  years  ago,  appeared 
to  be  threatening  Constantinople  from  a 
foreign  source  will  for  a  long  period  be 
averted.  If  these  be  the  results  of  the 
policy  proposed  by  my  noble  Friend  (Vis- 
count Palmcrston),  and  adopted  by  her 
Majesty's  Government,  I  think  this  coun- 
try will  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  the 
persons  in  whose  hands  these  affairs  have 
been  placed,  I  think  the  country  will 
sec  that  the  great  interests  of  the  peace  of 
Europe,  that  the  great  interests  connected 
with  the  stability  of  one  of  the  elements 
of  the  balance  of  power,  have  not  been 


neglected,  and  that  no  consideration  of 
ourselves  has  prevented  us  from  pursuing 
a  course  which,  if  attended  with  danger^ 
lias  likewise  been  attended  with  great  and 
important  results.  Before  I  conclude  my 
it-marks  upim  the  subject  of  foreign  affairs, 
1  may,  |)ciliaps,  be  permitted  to  say ,  that 
I  very  much  lament,  that  in  the  course  of 
I  he  discu&siims  in  the  French  Chambers, 
I  he  name  of  a  roost  honoured  friend  of 
mine,  lately  deceased,  has  been  not  un« 
frequently  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of 
>howing  that  there  was  disunion  in  the 
Cabiitt'l  ul'  ihis  cuntttry,  as  lo  the  mode  uf 
carrying  out  the  tieaty  of  July.  1  must 
say,  that  I  think  the  use  which  has  been 
made  of  my  noble  Friend's  name  was 
a  most  unwarrantable  liberty.  I  am  en- 
tirely precluded  from  stating  what  were 
the  sentimefits — what  the  views  of  my 
noble  Fiiend,  so  lately  one  of  the  CoUes- 
u:ucs  of  ihe  ptcsent  Ministry  ;  but  this,  st 
least,  I  may  say,  that  all  his  motives  were 
motives  connected  with  the  general  peace 
of  the  world — with  that  kindness  and  be- 
nevolence which  actuated  his  nature,  and 
which  never  departed  from  him  in  any 
transaciion  in  which  he  was  engaged; 
that  actuated  by  these  motives,  whatever 
views  he  ur^^od — whatever  policy  he  sup- 
ported, he  did  so  with  that  high  sense  of 
honour,  with  that  uiiHinrhing  integrity  and 
inde|)endenoe  which  became  a  man  who, 
for  a  long  course  of  years,  had  taken  a 
prominent  pait  in  the  political  concerns 
of  his  country — who  inherited,  with  the 
name,  the  opinions,  and  much  of  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Fox — who,  as  he  was  the 
friend  of  most  of  the  distinguished  men  of 
the  present  day  who  have  followed  Mr. 
Fox,  so  likewise  was  he  the  representative 
of  those  great  principles  which  were  main- 
tained  by  Mr.  Fox,  which,  I  think,  are 
intimately  connected  with  the  peace,  the 
freedom,  and  the  welfare  of  mankind. 
Having  stated  thus  much  in  vindication  of 
the  foreign  policy  that  we  have  pursued,  I 
shall  not,  at  this  moment,  trespsu  opon 
the  House  by  entering  at  all  upon  matters 
of  domestic  policy,  unless  it  be  to  state 
generally  to  the  hon.  Member  for  London 
(Mr.  Grote)  that  be  is  completely  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  we  are  in  every  sense 
enemies  to  improvement.  I  assert  that  a 
continual  progress  in  improrement  with 
regard  to  all  our  institutions— with  regard 
to  our  commercial  affairs — with  renrd  to 
our  judicial  tribunals— with  regara  to  all 
matters  of  domestic  concern,  b  tbe  great 
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II  not  tniitake  abi 
tgtioDf ,  and  givs  to  the  former  ihc  defsncc 
which  I  ihoiild  givo  to  the  Imter,  (o,  on 
the  other  hand,  1  will  not  miitoke  iniii- 
tdlioni  for  abu»et,  and  attack  them  at  if 
ihay  were  nothing  more  tlian  vices  in  our 
political  tyitem.  1  wi>h  to  maintain  the 
inttitutiont  of  ihii  country,  and  1  wiah 
aot  lo  nndartuke  any  refurm — improve- 
meni  thoagh  it  he  culled— which  in  in- 
compntiUe  wiih  ihote  insliiutiona.  I 
wiah  10  maintain  an  Eslablitlied  Church  — 
I  wish  10  lee  an  hereditary  House  of  Peers 
^1  wish  10  mainlain  an  liercditaiy 
moBarchy.  If  there  be  any  plana  pro- 
posed which  I  think  hostile  to  those  initi- 
tutiona,  thev  shall  hnve  my  Jeciited  oppo- 
sition. 1  do  not  wish  in  the  least  to  dia- 
gaivo  my  viens.  If  there  be  any  pinna 
proposed  which,  as  1  ihink,  would  lend 
lo  m  republic — to  overturn  the  Church,  or 
to  the  destruction  of  llie  heredilaiy  |)cer- 
•ge,  1  ahBil,  as  I  have  always  done,  slntu 
my  sentiments  to  the  Ilouiie  arid  explain 
the  erouuds  of  my  opposition.  But  it  is 
not  just  to  confound  the  resistance  to  in- 
Dovstions  of  this  kind— resistance  to  dnn- 
geroua  changes  of  this  nature,  with  resist- 
ance lo  improvement.  1  think  that  in 
the  present  state  of  this  country  the  safest 
improvemenls  will  be  those  which  can  he 
gradually  carried  without  offering  disturb- 
ance lo  our  political  lyglem.  More  rapid 
BitempiB,  whilst  they  might  themselves 
become  ihe  cause  of  disturbance,  would, 
I  think,  have  the  effect  of  postponing,  if 
not  of  destroying  altogether,  the  very  im- 
provements sought  to  be  obtained.  Bui 
it  is  not  my  purpose  to  dwell  upon  this 
point.  In  reference  to  the  observation  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  London  (Mr.  Grote) 
I  wish  only  to  say  Ihiti,  that  although  he 
may  not  enlerlain  the  same  views  that  f 
do  with  respect  to  the  measures  to  be 
brought  forward  for  effecting  internal  im- 
provemenls, I  shall  he  happy  to  co-operate 
with  him  in  introducing  many  changes 
that  I  think  would  be  beneficial.  There 
are  many  improvemeoli  in  the  adminis- 
Inttion  of  jnitice— many  improvements 
with  regard  to  matters  of  trade  and  other 
affairs,  which  would  lead  to  no  party  con- 
flict or  eXGiteineDt,  and  which  would  be 
attended  with  no  great  political  innova- 
tion, which  I  shall  always  be  happy  to 
lend  my  humble  aid  in  proposing  and 
cairying.  I  bate  now  stat^  what  I  con. 
J  wilb  rtgttd  to  the  general 


views  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  Govern. 
meni.  With  regard  to  their  domestic 
policy;  many  occasions  will  no  doubt 
occur  upon  which  the  opinions  of  tha 
House  mny  be  taken  upon  it.  We  are 
ready  lo  bear  our  responsibility  upon  all 
these  matters  ;  and  while  we  do  continue 
Ihe  Ministers  of  the  Ciown,  we  will  serve 
the  Crown  faithfully,  and  to  the  best  of 

r  ability  promote  the  welfare  and  happi- 

ss  of  ihe  empire. 

Mr.  Milaes  said,  that  Ihe  noble  Lord 
who  had  just  sat  down  had,  he  thought, 
asliafactorily  answered  the  hon.  Member 
fur  the  city  of  London  with  respect  tu  the 
guarantee  of  the  five  powers  regarding  tha 
separation  of  the  Turkish  empire ;  but  he 
ished  to  impresa  upon  the  House  that  the 

terrentino  of  this  country  which  bad 
taken  place  was  wholly  different  from  that 
moral  intervention  and  support  given  to 
the  Ottoman  empire  by  the  guarantee  of 
the  fire  powers,  and  in  this  he  thought  tha 
noble  Lord  would  find,  lay  the  whole  secret 
of  the  difference  between  the  policy  of 
England  and  the  policy  of  France.  In  the 
case  of  the  quadruple  treaty,  while  tbia 
country  actively  interfered  with  Spain  by 
sending  the  Spanish  Legion  into  that  coun- 
try, France  refused  to  interfere,  except  by 
the  influence  of  her  moral  weight.  So  in 
this  instance  France  had  been  ready  to 
give  all  possible  moral  weight  to  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  affairs  of  the  Turkish  em- 
pire, hut  said  she  would  not  consent  to  use 
force,  or  to  fire  a  single  gun,  because  she 
did  not  know  where  its  echo  would  end. 
Keeping  this  irap<irtaDl  decluralion  in 
sight,  he  could  not  but  shortly  advert  to 
what  he  thought  a  mo^t  painful  omission 
in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  He  waa 
of  opinion,  that  the  peculiar  situation  in 
which  ihe  foreign  relations  of  this  country 
at  present  stood,  not  only  authorized,  hut 
demanded,  aome  expression  of  regret 
the  rupture  which  had  occurred  betwi 
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Majesty  Ministers  to  have  been  as  "right 
and  successfiil  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
Cumberland  seemed  to  believe,  he  was 
sure  such  an  expression  of  regret  would 
have  been  cordially  responded  to  by  the 
House,  and  received  with  delight  by  Ihe 
whole  of  this  nation.  In  the  absence  of 
any  expression  of  regret,  ho  felt  bound  lo 
protest  against  the  assumption  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  already  protested 
against  by  the  hon,  Member  for  the  city 
of  London,  and  not  contradicted  by  the 
noble  Lord,  that  the  objects  of  the  treaty 
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of  July — namely,  the  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  Ottoman  empire,  had  been 
secured.  He  had  waited  with  anxiety, 
but  had  waited  in  vain,  to  hear  from  the 
noble  Lord  how  the  integrity  of  the  Otto- 
man empire  was  in  a  better  and  more 
secure  position  now  than  it  was  a  year  ago. 
What  were  they  to  understand  by  the  word 
*'  integrity  }  "  Was  it  not  a  mere  dip- 
lomatic fallacy?  For  himself  he  would 
say,  that  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman 
empire,  as  the  phrase  had  been  used,  could 
mean  nothing  more  than  the  addition  to  the 
dominions  of  the  Sultan  of  those  petty  dis- 
tricts of  Syria  which  had  been  withdrawn 
from  him.  The  independence,  however, 
of  no  empire  could  be  secured  by  foreign 
interference.  At  present  the  Ottoman 
empire  was  placed  under  the  protectorate 
of  England  and  Russia,  but  was  the  Sultan 
in  a  more  favourable  position  now  to  op- 
pose the  encroachments  of  Russia  or  of 
any  other  power  than  he  was  before  ?  Eng- 
land and  Russia  were  in  fact  face  to  face 
in  the  East.  If  Mchemet  Ali  was  strong 
enough  to  be  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
Europe,  then,  by  their  recent  proceedings, 
the  Government  of  England  had  destroyed 
the  only  barrier  between  Russia  and  the 
Ottoman  empire,  and  the  only  party  sufR- 
ciently  powerful  to  prevent  any  farther 
dismemberment.  No  person  could  see  in 
the  recent  transaction  relative  to  the 
East  any  thing  else  or  more  than  a  trans- 
fer of  the  Ottoman  empire  from  the  pro- 
tectorate of  the  five  great  |H)wers  of  Europe 
to  the  protectorate  of  Russia  and  England 
alone.  It  was  stated  in  that  House  last 
year,  that  no  one  of  the  |K)wers  was  to  gain 
anything  from  the  treuty  which  had  been 
agreed  on  ;  but  he  would  recall  to  the  recol- 
lection of  the  noble  Lonl,  the  Secrt-tary 
for  Foreign  A  flairs,  that  the  same  stipula- 
tions hud,  he  Iwlicvcd,  word  for  word, 
been  mude  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  /itii  of  July,  1H28  ;  but,  although 
the  Hume  stipulations  had  been  made  in 
tliut  treaty,  the  House  would  do  well  to  re. 
member  that  it  wasfollowetl  by  the  warof  the 
Balkan,  by  Russia  taking  |K>6session  of  the 
mouths  of  the  Danube,  by  the  treaty  of 
Adrianople  and  the  treaty  of  Unkiar  Ske- 
lessi.  No  dependencecould,  in  fact,  be  placed 
upon  stich  stipulations  when  the  passions  of 
men  were  once  aroused,  and  when  success 
attended  their  operations.  He  believed  sin- 
cerely that  the  noble  Lord  opposite  never 
contemplated  any  accession  of  territory  or 
any  exclusive  advantage  for  England,  and 
that  all  that  France  had  said  and  thought  of 


the  interested  motives  of  this  coaotrv  was 
false  and  without  foundation,  and  lie  aoould 
be  glad  to  hear  from  the  noble  Lord  again, 
that  such  was  the  real  state  of  the  factSt 
and  that  he  had  never  contemplated  aoj 
agfi^andizement  of  English  interests.  But* 
although  he  was  convinced  that  Englaiid 
contemplated  no  exclusive  advantage,  jret, 
at  the  same  time,  he,  and  those  who  acted 
with  him,  and  who  were  opposed  to  the 
general  policy  of  the  Govemmeot,  might 
fbr  that  very  reason  object  to  the  courae 
which  had  been  pursued,  and  which  had 
been  productive  of  great  expense  and  risk 
to  the  nation,  while  no  professed  advan- 
tage was  sought  to  be  obtained.  He 
should,  however,  bring  no  such  charge 
against  the  Government,  at  this  moment, 
but  he  did  accuse  them  of  short-sighted- 
ness, of  ignorance  of  the  French  people, 
and  of  a  disregard  of  French  history,  and 
and  of  the  events  which  were  passing 
amongst  the  French  people.  It  was  no 
excuse  for  the  present  state  of  affiurs  be- 
twixt England  and  France  to  blame  the 
conduct  of  M.  Thiers,  or  of  anv  other 
Frencli  Minister.  Whatever  might  be 
said  on  that  subject,  the  fact  remained  the 
same — that  the  Government  had  broken 
up  the  system  of  European  policy  which 
had  existed  since  18L5,  and  returned  to 
the  system  which  had  been  acted  upon 
before  that  period.  France  had  always 
hitherto  been  either  in  a  state  of  hostility 
to  the  rest  of  Europe,  or  in  connexion  or 
alliance  with  the  other  powers,  and,  when 
therefore,  she  found  herself  excluded  from 
the  recent  treaty,  she  had  been  led  to  thecon- 
clusion,  not  unnaturally,  that  the  coalition 
which  had  l>een  formed  was  a  coalition  hos- 
tile to  her  interests  and  lier  honour.  The 
French  people  could  not  forget  the  coali- 
tions which  had  been  formed  against 
Louis  14th.  and  against  Napoleon,  and  it 
was  not  surprising  that  they  should  con- 
sider a  separation  fntm  the  other  powers 
as  an  act  of  hostility  to  France.  He  was 
not  there  to  apnlogi:w  for  the  conduct  of 
the  French  people,  but  when  those  suscep- 
tibilities to  which  he  had  alluded,  and 
which  no  statesmen  ought  to  neglect, 
actuated  them,  then  he  must  say  that,  un. 
less  for  the  attainment  of  some  most  im- 
portant object,  a  disruption  of  the  French 
alliance  could  only  be  considered  as  a  roost 
dangerous  and  terrible  experiment.  For  him* 
self,  he  would  follow  the  course  which  had 
been  pursued  by  the  hen.  Member  fbr  Lon« 
don,  and  would  implore  the  House  to  look  at 
their  present  situation  and  eumpire  k  with 
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what  it  waslast  year,inorder  that  they  might 
see  what  they  had  gained  by  the  sejmra. 
tion  of  France  from  England.  What  had 
they  gained  by  the  destruction  of  that  alli- 
aooe  of  which  M.Thiers  was  the  chief  corner. 
stone,  and  which  that  minister,  who  had 
been  that  night  so  severely  attacked,  had 
declared  to  be  the  best  for  securing  the 
peace  of  Europe?  It  had  availed  them 
nothing,  but  it  had  given  rise  to  the  most 
aogry  and  ferocious  declamation  on  the 
part  of  the  French  people  against  Eng- 
land, and  brought  them  to  the  verge  of  an 
European  war.  These  were  facts  which 
ought  and  must  be  considered  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question.  He  believed^  iu- 
deedf  that  if  the  policy  of  the  present  Go* 
vemment  had  been  pursued  by  a  govern- 
ment composed  of  Members  from  his  side 
of  the  House^  the  effect  on  the  French 
peof^e  would  not  have  been  half  so  dis- 
astrous, as  thev  would  have  considered  it 
hut  a  remnant  of  the  old  hostility  which 
they  imagined  Conservative  statesmen  en- 
tertained towards  their  country.  But  the 
disruption  of  the  alliance  bad  been  brought 
about  by  those  who  had  always  expressed 
themselves  favourable  to  an  union  of  the 
two  countries,  and  it  was  not,  therefore, 
unnatural  for  the  French  people  to  suppose 
that  their  exclusion  was  an  act  of  hostility. 
The  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  had  asked  whether  any  one  could 
believe,  that  if  the  people  of  England  had 
been  placed  in  the  position  of  the  people  of 
France,  they  would  have  followed  the  same 
course  of  exaggeration  which  had  been 
pursued  by  the  French  people.  He  knew 
well  the  apathy  of  the  people  of  England 
in  regard  to  Foreign  affairs,  and  that  with 
their  ocean  fortifications  and  wooden 
walls  they  were  inclined  to  meddle  little 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  continental 
powers  of  Europe.  The  people  of  England 
required  much  to  arouse  them ;  yet  he 
would  say,  that  if  France  and  Russia  had 
combined  to  the  exclusion  of  England,  as 
England  and  Russia  had  combined  to  the 
exclusion  of  France,  he  firmly  believed  the 
people  of  this  country  would  have  risen  as 
one  roan,  and  that  no  Minister  who  had 
ventured  to  submit  to  such  a  combination 
would  have  met  with  their  support.  What, 
however,  was  the  state  of  things  to  which 
they  had  arrived  ?  They  were  in  the  state 
of  an  armed  peace,  and  m  his  opinion  they 
ought  to  ask  Ministers  night  after  night 
how  they  were  to  supply  the  means  for  the 
maintenance  of  such  a  position  ?  An  armed 
peace  was  a  peace  without  its  profits ;  it 


was  war  without  its  stimulants,  and  with- 
out any  of  those  circumstances  whidh 
could  make  war  tolerable.  In  other  days^ 
even  when  England  could  boldly  look  Eu« 
rope  in  the  face,  and  was  able  to  subsidize 
the  other  powers,  an  armed  peace  was  looked 
upon  with  terror,  and  Ministers  might  de- 
pend that  there  was  nothing  more  try- 
ing to  a  country.  Yet  it  would  continue. 
He  would  say,  that  all  attempts  at  dig- 
arming  on  the  part  of  France  would  be 
found  impracticable.  France  was  blessed 
with  a  wise  Sovereign  and  with  a  prudent 
Minister;  but  that  would  avail  nothing, 
for  that  Minister  would  not  be  able  to 
hold  office  an  hour,  if  he  were  to  bring 
down  to  the  Chambers,  a  proposal  for 
disarming.  France  then  would  go  on 
arming,  and  England,  in  consequence, 
would  be  obliged  to  arm,  and  that,  too, 
with  all  the  embarrassments  arising  from 
the  present  state  of  their  finances,  with  all 
the  disadvantages  of  a  disunited  people, 
and  with  all  the  dissatisfaction  resulting 
from  the  repeal  agitation  in  Ireland.  And 
what  would  be  the  end,  peace  or  war  ?  If 
peace,  then,  for  what  object,  he  would  ask, 
had  their  treasures  been  lavished  ?  and  if 
war,  then  let  them  consider  what  war  was 
in  these  days.  Everything  which  had 
contributed  to  the  civilization  of  the 
world,  and  the  extension  of  intelligence, 
every  additional  shilling  of  capital  invested, 
every  additional  child  supplied  with  the 
elements  of  education,  had  made  the  ef- 
fects of  war  more  disastrous,  and  the  risk 
of  it  more  criminal.  For  his  part,  he 
would  never  consent  to  England  engaging 
in  any  war,  in  which  success  should  not  be 
advantageous  to  the  general  interests  of 
humanity  and  in  which  defeat  itself  should 
not  be  dishonour.  He  had  now  fulfilled  what 
he  had  considered  his  duty,  in  calling  upon 
Ministers  for  some  expression  of  regret  in 
regard  to  the  present  position  of  England 
and  France.  He  called  upon  the  Govern- 
ment to  heal,  if  it  were  possible,  the  wound 
which  had  been  inflicted,  and  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  to  endeavour  to  calm 
the  effervescence  in  France,  so  as  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  admittance  of  that 
nation  into  the  coalition  of  Europe,  for  till 
that  was  effected  there  could  be  no  cer- 
tainty of  peace,  and  no  security  for  Eng- 
land. At  present  they  were  living  in  ap. 
parent  security,  but  they  were  on  the 
brink  of  a  precipice.  What  had  become  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  betwixt  thiscountrv 
and  France,  of  which  theyhad  heard  so  much 
last  Session  f    The  hope  of  it  was  gone^ 
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tbe  danger  of  granting  the  information  he 
required  ?  Had  tJie  papers  been  laid  on  the 
Tablej  they   would   hare  aeen   ivhat  the 
noble  Viscount  was  about.     If  the  whole 
correspondence  that  had  taken  place  be- 
tween France  and  England  had  been  then 
laid  before  the  House,  he  believed  that  the 
noble  Viscount  would  not  have  succeeded 
in  obtaining  a  majority  of  the  cabinet  in 
support  of  his  policy.      He  blamed   the 
noble  Viscount  for  persevering  in  measures 
in   which  he  stooa  alone.     It  was  well 
known  that  a  majority  of  the  cabinet  were 
opposed   to   him.     Every   brwly   knew  it, 
even  through  the  organs  of  the  Ministers; 
or  if  the  Whig  newspapers  did  not  reveal 
it^  at  least  the  Tory  journals  did.     The 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  had  not  met  the  able  statement  of 
tbe  hoUt  Member  for  London  in  one  of  its 
most  important  points.     He  had  not  an- 
swered the  question  put  to  him  as  to  the 
why  and  the  wherefore,  and  the  cause  of 
our  aggressions  on  the  Syrian  provinces. 
He  avoided  that  altogether.     It  was  a  new 
Whig  doctrine  that  England  had  a  right 
to  interfere  between  a  vassal  and  his  Go. 
yernment ;  but  suppose  the  House  of  Com  • 
Dions  said  to  the  noble  Lord,  '*  You  have 
interfered    to    put   down   Mchemet    Ali« 
would  you  also  interfere  to  put  down  the 
pacha  of  any  other  province  ?"   But,  said 
the  noble  Lord,  there  might  be  exceptions, 
and  since  the  present  question  might  fall 
within  the  exception,  he  thought  that  the 
noble  Lord  ought  to  have  directed  his  at. 
tention  to  it,  and  shown  the  grounds  on 
which  he  was  warranted  to  interfere.  Had 
they  one  interest  connected  with  hostility 
towanls  Mehemet  Ali  ?  Was  one  advantage 
for   England   endangered    by  his  rule  in 
Syria  ?  He  hoped  tbe  noble  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  would  explain  the  neces- 
sity that  there  was  for  our  breaking  our 
alliance  with  France,  or  for  ^our  proceed- 
ings against  Mehemet  Ali.     If  the  noble 
Viscount  could  satisfy  him  on  this  point, 
he  should  be  ready  to  withdraw  many  of 
the  objections  which  he  entertained  to  the 
policy  of  the  Grovernment.  At  present  that 
policy  appeared  to  him  not  only  to  be  bad, 
but  wicked,  for  it  carried  desolation  and 
ruin  into  the  Syrian  provinces,  and  for  no 
purpose  that  he  knew  of  connected  with  the 
interest  of  England.     He  asked  the  noble 
Viscount  the  simple  question,  why  hashe  in- 
terfered? Because,  the  noble  Viscount  would 
say,  it  was  necessary  to  maintain  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Ottoman  empire :  but  who 
waa  going  to  disturb  it  ?    Mehemet  Ali,  it 


was  said.  He  denied  it.  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  said,  that  Mehemet  Ali 
intended  to  assert  his  independence  of  the 
Sultan;  but  did  the  noble  Lord  recollect 
the  character  which  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretarv  for  Foreign  Affairs,  gave  Me- 
hemet Ali  at  the  time  that  this  was  said  of 
him  ?  They  had  been  told  by  the  organ 
of  the  Government,  that  it  was  necea^ary 
to  put  down  the  grinding  tyranny  of  Me- 
hemet Ali,  and  therefore  the  English  Go- 
vernment proceeded  against  him.  Was  that 
any  excuse  for  interference,  or  was  it  wor^ 
than  the  tynmny  exercised  by  the  Emjieror 
of  Russia  in  Poland?  He  believeq  the 
latter  to  be  ten  times  more  oppressive  than 
the  former.  He  would  not,  however^  apo« 
logize  for  Mehemet  Ali's  deeds ;  he  waa 
obliged  to  resort  to  tbe  conscription  in 
order  to  maintain  his  troops  against  the 
bad  faith  of  the  Sultan  and  the  European 
governments,  who,  after  having  guaranteed 
to  him  possession  of  the  provinces  which  he 
held,  allowed  them  to  be  attacked,  and  bis 
authority  over  them  to  be  destroyed.  By 
whom  was  the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  threatened  ^  By  Mehemet  Ali  ? 
No ;  and  he  would  prove  it.  What  took 
place  after  the  battle  of  Nezib?  Lord 
Ponsonby,  instead  of  proceeding  to  Con- 
stantinople, spent  six  months  at  Naples, 
while  Mr.  Mandeville  was  left  to  act  on  be- 
half of  the  British  Government.  Ibrahim 
Pacha  had  been  in  full  march  for  Constan- 
tinople, and  might  have  reached  that  capi- 
tal, but  the  French  and  English  Govern- 
ments interposed  to  stop  his  progress.  The 
noble  Viscount  took  credit  for  having  stop- 
ped his  progress  by  the  offer  of  the  Pachalic 
of  Egypt,  Syria,  and  Adana.  A  treaty  to 
this  efrect  was  framed  and  executed,  and 
from  that  hour  to  the  present  Mehemet 
Ali  had  never  infringed  it.  After  that 
event,  all  intercourse  respecting  those 
countries  and  their  commerce,  instead  of 
being  carried  on  with  the  Sultan,  should 
have  been  carried  on  with  Mehemet  Ali, 
who  never  showed  the  smallest  intention  to 
take  any  steps  hostile  to  the  Sultan.  The 
real  fact  was  this,  that  although  the  Sultan 
was  on  terms  with  Mehemet  Ali,  yet  in 
1839,  contrary  to  the  acknowledged  pledge 
of  the  British  Government  by  a  treaty  to 
which  it  had  given  its  assent,  an  armed 
force  entered  Syria,  arms  were  distributed 
to  the  mountaineers,  but  Ibrahim  Pacha 
attacked  his  enemy  and  annihilated  him. 
It  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  at  this 
time  the  Turkish  fleet  was  completely  de* 
I  sertedy  and  when  the  accounts  of  the  battle 
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^:k..!  uju>ii  .   ihv  loiuin  had  U'on  tiolually 

.*.t!v.l  l»>  ihii  tUtiku,  and  thoy  \iduhl  Ikiv'o 

S\ii    I.  ki|ilod   uuh  |doa^uro  by  Mohoniot 

v.i.     Ill-  h.'d  idh'^od  ihiil  on  a  fonnor  oioa. 

inn,  auil   ho.  had  hIUio  mvu  tho  diN'uinrnt 

tUolf.   Ilu  uiHliiid  I  ho  ntilijo  Lntl  tu  iiltond 

ui  Uiib  t|UtwUou  :   Mholhoi  tho  lotlor  pur- 

^Mirtiuu  to  liuvo  lNHiudidi\orod  im  tho  *J7lh 

.  lNU!i,  hail  not    In-oii  «lra\vn  up  and 

Hi  Vh'iinu,  and  inlondod  to  h.iio 

urml  iMifiiri*  the  battle  uf  Noiiib? 


:>  ilelayHl  until  the  evil  had  taken 
-  av.^.  aiitl  all  that  was  iiskeil  in  the  letter 
r..^  ::iat  ilie  Sultan  would  not  conclude 
^::v'  Croat V  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
^iios.  It*  it  had  been  presented  lofore  the 
i«.C!ie  of  Nezibj  that  t:vil  might  hai'e  been 
rip'rentofl.  The  iioblo  Lonl  niij^ht  contra- 
liicc  this  statement  if  he  could — that  the 
Mving  words  of  the  Sultan  Mahuioud  were 
i  CO  enjpin  that  peace  should  Itc  made  uitli 
Mohemot  Aii.  Could  the  nnble  Lord  dt.ny 
that?  Ill  fact,  all  the  mischiefs  he  Li- 
I  men  ted  had  boon  produced  by  the  aban- 
donment of  the  principle  of  non-interfer- 
ence, and  after  what  hatl  passed  this  coun- 
try could  never  reo»ver  the  reputation  she 
had  lost.  Me  huti  now  provetl,  tliat  Mc- 
heinet  All  had  not  shown  any  symptoms 
of  a  desire  to  subjugate  I'urkey,  and 
ho  would  take  the  lilierty  of  referring  the 
uoble  Lord  (Lord  I'almcrston)  to  the 
character  he  had  hiins«*If  given  of  Mc- 
homot  Ali.  He  did  not  refer  tn  the 
Mnrfti.i::  (V/rowVt'o,  but  to  one  of  the 
noble  Lonl's  despatches,  though  it  was 
very  well  known  that  the  columns  of  the 
Moruiuu  Chronicle  had  been  o|icu  to  the 
noble  Lord,  at  least  the  public  said  that 
that  pa|>er  had  I  icon  o|ien  to  receive  all  the 
trash  the  noble  Lord  chose  to  send,  and 
certainly  plenty  of  it  came.  It  was  a 
curious  circumstance  that  the  grinding 
tyranny  and  cruelty  i»f  Mohomet  Ali,  about 
which  much  had  boon  said,  was  intended  by 
Mini>tors  to  U*  inriictcd  U{>on  one-half  uf 
Syria.  The  ciiurse  of  |)oIicy  on  the  part  of 
thi.<*  (tovornment  had  boon  most  vacillating 
and  inoonsistont,  and  this  was  one  prmif  of 
it.  Mud  it  lM*en  olherwisi\  the  condition 
of  atlairs  would  have  U-en  widely  diderent 
from  thoir  present  state.  He  calle<l  u|Mm 
tho  nohlo  Lord  tn  >hew  him.  if  he  could, 
that  ho  had  not  Irvu  one  of  the  most  in- 
consistent men  that  had  ever  presided  over 
tho  foreign  department  of  the  country.  As 
to  tho  opproxsion  of  .Mehemot  Ali,  he  (.Mr. 
Ilumi')  U-lieved  it  had  been  griiiding, 
es)MM'ially  as  n'garded  o»nscription ;  hut 
hatl  there  Iktu  no  oppre»kion  on  the  part 
of  the  t  Ottoman  empire  f  The  noble  Lord's 
inconsistency  was,  that  while  he  cimi plained 
so  loudly  of' that  grinding  tyranny,  lie  was 
willing;  at  one  time  to  leavr  all  Kgvpt  and 
half  >yria  snbjoct  to  it.  .\  Minister  who 
had  promoted  all  the  hoi  rctr^  of  civil  war  on 
tho  shtiros  of  Syria,  was  little  entitled  to 
com  plain  of  Mi'homot  Ali.  or  of  his  tyranny. 
Mr.  WinmI  tho  ai^ont  of  I.ttrd  i'on^ouby, 
had  carried  inono\  and  arm*i  to  Syria  and 
had  done  his  utnui>t  to  pro.iiote  disonler 
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and  rerolation.      Another  reason  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  given  for  British  inter- 
ference was^  that  Mehemet  AH  had  wanted 
to  throw  off  his  allegiance  to  the  Ottoman 
empire.    No>v  he  would  refer  to  a  corres- 
pondence which  had  taken  place  on  that 
subject.     But  first  he  should  observe^  that 
much  as  had  been  said  against  Mehemet 
Ali^  the  noble  Lord  himself  had  described 
his  character  as  being  that  of  a  person  who 
was  anxious  in  his  administration  of  the 
power  vested  in  him,  to  secure,  with  the 
most  impartial  justice,  the  possessions  of 
all  his  subjects.     When  the  announcement 
of  the  Padia's  intention  to  throw  off  the 
Turkish  allegiance  had  been  made,  in  July 
1838,  the  British  and  French  consuls  had 
strongly  recommended  him  to  be  satisfied 
with  things  as  they  then  stood,  and  they 
had  persuaded  him  to  lay  that  intention 
aside.     It  was  hard,  then,  to  bring  against 
the  Pacha  now  what  had  occurred  in  1838. 
As  an  instance  of  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  Mehemet  AH  governed  the  countries 
under  him,  he   could  only  point  to  the 
safety  which  all  travellers  enjoyed  when 
his  authority  was  paramount.     Why,  then 
one  could  travel  all  through  Syria  with  less 
liability  to  the  loss  of  a  trunk  than  one 
could  by  going  from  London  to  Brentford. 
Nothing  could  exceed  the  perfect  safety 
with  which  the  goods  and  property  of  tra- 
vellers might  be  carried  through  that  coun- 
try some  years  a.40,  when  he  (Mr.  Hume) 
was  there.     A  circumstance  lately  hap- 
pened  which   he   would   mention   to  the 
House.     The  camel  of  a  traveller  going  to 
Suez  having  fallen  down  was  obliged  to 
be  abandoned,  but  the  goods  with  which 
it  was  laden  had  remained  for  three  days 
on  the  way  unprotected,  yet  they  had  re- 
mained perfectly  safe,  and  had  been   re- 
covered.    So  much  could  not  be  said  of  the 
country  now.     Such  was  the  present  state 
of  that  unfortunate  province  that  Mehemet 
Ali  had  been  written  to  from  Jerusalem  to 
resume  the  authority  of  the  place.     Little 
did  the  hoii.  Gentlemen  who  moved  and 
seconded  the  Address  know  of  the  disas- 
trous results  of  the  policy  which  our  Cabi- 
net had  pursued.     As  to  Mehemet  Ali,  he 
had  only  been  anxious  to  secure  himself 
fiom  aggression.     After  all,  too,  had  the 
noble   Lord    attained  what  he   intended } 
Had  he  secured  the  integrity  of  the  Tur- 
kish empire.^     He  would  venture  to  say 
that,  50,000  stand  of  arms  having  hoen 
placed  in  the  hand  of  the  Druses,  and  other 
tribes  of  Syria,  no  man  alive  could  say,  when 
and  for  how  long  the  orders  of  the  Sultan  I 


would  be  obeyed  by  them.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  London  had  shown  the  enormous 
increase  in  the  population  and  commerce 
of  Beyrout.     What  a  change  had  been 
wrought  there !     No  pacha  from  Constan- 
tinople could   ever   restore  its  trade  and 
prosperity.     What  was  to  be  done  for  the 
future?      Was  it  meant  that  a  British 
army  should  be  kept  there,  supported  by  a 
fleet  of  twenty-two  sail  of  the  hne  ?      The 
noble  Lord  (Lord  J,  Russell)  had  not  told 
the  House  what  was  to  be  the  result :    the 
Speech  from  tlie  Throne  stated  that  the 
objects  were  ou  the  eve  of  being  accom- 
plished ;    but  would  the  noble  Lord    say 
whether  it  were  intended  to  withdraw  the 
British  fleet  ?     The  Speech  held  out  little 
hope  of  anything  but  additional  taxation, 
and  all  for  what  ?    to  maintain  this  expen- 
sive and  M  icked  scheme  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment.    As  to  the  supposed  attainment 
of  objects,  had  we  added  to  the  strength  of 
the  Ottoman  empire  ?  Let  the  noble  Lord 
take  the  evidence  of  naval  officers  on  the 
coast,  and  of  those  who  were  at  Acre,  as  to 
the  condition  of  the  country,  and  by  that 
let  him  judge  whether  a  more  wicked  or 
fatal  course  of  policy  could  have  been  adop- 
ted.     The    real    secret   was   that  Russia 
wished  to  cripple  and  weaken  Turkey,  and 
no   means  more  effectual  could  be  found 
than  promoting  civil  war.     But  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  who 
did   not  seem  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  facts  of  tlie  case,  contended  that  no 
other  course  was  open  to  this  country  in 
order  to  secure  the  integrity  of  the  Turk-" 
ish  Empire  ;    but  might  not  this  Govern- 
ment have  interfered,  as  had  often  been  re- 
quested by  Mehemet  Ali,  in  order  to  com- 
pel the  Sultan  to  act  up  to  his  agreement 
and  to  do  justice  }     By  this  means,  Mehe- 
met AH  would  have  been  left  ready  at  any 
time  to  march  50,000  or  60,000  men  to 
the  defence  of  Turkey,  should  she  be  as- 
sailed by   Russia.      Would  not  this  have 
been  a    proper  course  before  the  British 
Cabinet  chose  to  risk  the  peace  of  Europe 
by  estranging  France  ?     Yet,  with  its  eyes 
open,  the  British  Cabinet  disregarded  the 
peace  of  Europe,  and  placed  the  whole  con- 
tinent  in  a  state  of  jeopardy  causing  the 
most  expensive  preparations  for  war.     Not 
less  than  fifty  milhons  of  money  had  been 
expended  by  different  countries  of  the  con- 
tinent upon  preparations.     Of  this  burden 
Great  Britain  would  have  to  sustain  her 
share,  and  that  with  a  revenue  three  mil- 
lions deficient  within  three  years,  of  which 
not  less  than  a  million  and  a  half  had  been 
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deficient  in  the  last  year.     This  country 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  bear  additional  tax- 
ation ;  the  productive  powers,  being  inca- 
pable of  supporting  the  pressure,  could  not 
add   to  the  decreasing  revenue.     Was  he 
not  justified  then  in  saying  that  Ministers 
had  incurred  a  heavy  responsibility?     It 
appeared  that   estimates   were  to  be  laid 
on  the  Table  for  providing  for  the  public 
exigicncics  such  »s  the  occasion  might  re- 
quire, but  no  information  had  l}ccn  given 
what  those  exigiencies  were.     As  long  as 
the   union  between   England  and  France 
was  sincere  and  cordial,  it  was  a  security 
for  the    main  ten n nee   of    peace    in    Eu- 
rope.      That     union     M^as    at    an    end, 
and     the    responsibility    of    those    who 
had    terminated     it    wa5    heavy    indeed. 
Insitead   of  mutual   confidence,    the  two 
powers  were  almost  in  a  state  of  actual 
nostility.     Such   a  course  of  policy  was 
both  dangerous  and  wicked,  and  condemn- 
ing it  as  strongly  ns  he  did,  he  felt  called 
upon  to  record  his  opinion,  even  though 
it   might  only  be  that  of  an  individual 
Member.     In  his  view,  the  House  ought 
to  hare  been  called  together  long  ago,  in 
order  that  its  sense  might  be  taken  upon 
the  great  questions  to  which  lie  had  ad- 
verted.    Now  it  had  met,  it  ought  to  lose 
no  time  in  recording  its  judgment  in  fa- 
vour of  maintaining  the  firmest  alliance 
between  England  and  France.     He  dis. 
trusted  Russia,  when  she  who  had  been 
so  long  its  enemy,   came  forward  under 
the  pretence  of  protecting  the  integrity 
of  Turkey.     Whether  the  House  did  or 
did  not  support  him  in  it,  he  felt  it  an 
im|ieriou8  duty  to  place  his  opinion  upon 
the  journals.     Wus  it  not  known  that  we 
were  excluded  from   Persia  by  the  wiles 
and  intrigues  of  Russia?     By  whom  was 
the  war  in  AflTghanistan  fomented  against 
us.     Were   not   those   things   enough   to 
make  U8  alarmed,  and  to  prevent  us  from 
entering  foolishly  into  the  late  arrange- 
ments.   Then    tnore    were    many    omis- 
sions in  the  sficcch  :  there  was  no  mention 
of  the  state  of  the  negotiations  with  re* 
spect    to    the   Maine    tMuindary :  —  how 
snould   there  be?    for  the  noble   I^nl*8 
time  had  been  wholly  taken  up  with  the 
arrangements  regarding  Syria.     Allusion 
had  been  made  to  the  s|  cech  of  Mr.  Van 
Ruren  to  show  Imw  the  matter  stoo<l ;  but 
Mr.  Van  Duren  dcclare«l  that  the  happi- 
ness which  his  country  enjoyeci  was  mainly 
attribtitabit*  to  its  not  having  cnterc<l  into 
a  treaty  ilmt  would  intrrAn*  with  other 
sUtes.     He   wibhed,    therefore,   that    the 


hon.  Member  who  had  quoted  one  passage 
from  that  speech,  had  gone  a  little  farther^ 
and  had  quoted  the  important  passage  to 
which  he  had  now  referred.     The  presi- 
dent said  further,  that  the  plan  of  an  ar- 
rangement had  been  sent  to  this  country* 
and  that  it  was  waiting  for  the  approral 
of  the  noble  Lord.     And  he  would  tell 
the  noble  I^rd  that  he  would  not  he  able 
to  obtain  the  same  terms  from  the  next 
government  as  he  could  from  the  present. 
He   was  sorry  also  to  observe,  that   no 
notice  was  taken  in   the  Speech  of  the 
state  of  our  finances.  There  was  a  demand 
for  money,  but  no  notice  of  the  state  of 
the  revenue.     He  had  heard  it  stated  in 
speeches  from  the  Throne  in  other  times, 
that  there  was  an  improvement  or  a  de- 
ficiency, but  now  not  a  won).    Then  there 
was  no  notice  of  education,  there  was  no 
intimation  of  any  intention  to  follow  out 
that  education  of  the  people  which  was 
so  much  required,  and  for  which  the  noble 
Lord  had   received   so  much  credit   last 
year.      Then  he  saw  no  notice  taken  of 
the  prt*sent  state  of  our  commercial  rela- 
tion.^. The  noble  Lord  said,  "You  must 
not  believe  that  I  intend  to  act  on  finality 
principles,"  yet  the  result  was,  when  any 
reference  was  m.ide  to  a  really  importaot 
improvement,  that  the  noble  Lord  turned 
round  and  said,  "Oh  stop  n  little,  you 
are  going  a  great  deal  too  hst  and  too 
fiir,"  and  consequently  there  was  no  notice 
of  any  commercial  improvement.  In  abort, 
there  was  the  greatest  indifference  to  the 
state  of  the  country.     There  was  no  re- 
ference to  the  condition  of  the  working 
classes,  which,  though  admitted  to  be  a 
case  of  destitution,   was  aaid   not  to  be 
a  state  of  despair.     He  thought,  that  the 
Speech,   so  tar   as  it   went,   was  objec- 
tionable,   because  it  t<iok  credit   fur  an 
act  which   wus   a  disgrace    to  any  go- 
vernment,   the  adoption    of   the    treaty 
ending  in  a  convention,  the  only  rcauK  of 
which  was  a  sacrifice  of  1.5,000  or  IG.OOO 
Syrians,  leaving  this  country  in  great  em- 
barrassment ;  Knit  he  protested  more  against 
it  for  not  stating  what  it  ought  to  have 
done,  the  real  condition  of  the  country.  It 
had   slurrfd    over   matters  that  were  of 
real  importance  to  the  country,  and  had 
put  prominently  forward  the  foreign  |M»lirv, 
which  seemed  to  have  occupied  the  whfiie 
attention  of  the  (tovemment.     He  did  not 
s|ieak  of  this  as  a  party  matter — it  was  a 
matcri>il  object  to  bring  it  forwanl  at  the 
earliest  moment.  The  Speech  presented  to 
OS  a  state  of  meddling  with  the  affairs  of 
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every  nation  exoept  our  own  ;  but  our  own 
condition  was  not  so  much  as  mentioned. 
He  would  therefore  read  to  the  House  an 
amendment,  embodying  his  own  opinions^ 
which  he  was  desirous  of  placing  upon  re- 
cord. Whether  he  would  divide  the  House 
or  not,  would  depend  upon  the  sentiments 
of  those  who  should  come  after  him.  The 
hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving  the 
following  amendment^  to  leave  out  from 
the  words  "  Royal  Consort,"  to  the  end  of 
the  question,  in  order  to  add  the  words, 

**  To  thank  her  Majesty  for  having  called  us 
together  in  Parliament  at  a  period  when  the 
finances  of  the  country,  the  condition  of  the 
working  classes,  and  the  state  of  our  foreign 
relations  in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  alike 
require  grave  and  mature  consideration : 

"  That  regarding  war  as  the  greatest  calamity 
which  can  afflict  a  civilized  community,  and 
specially  destructive  of  commerce  and  manu- 
factures, which  so  largely  contribute  to  the 
wealth  and  greatness  of  this  country,  we  cannot 
but  view  with  intense  apprehension  and  regret 
any  interruption  of  the  peace  which  we  have 
now  for  so  many  years  happily  enjoyed  : 

**  That  we  view  with  especial  uneasiness  the 
state  of  our  relations  with  France,  as  we  con- 
sider the  cordial  alliance  of  Great  Britain  with 
that  power  essential  to  the  permanent  peace 
of  Europe,  and  to  the  spread  of  freedom  and 
civilization  throughout  the  world  : 

**  That  we  regard  with  distrust  the  Conven- 
tion formed  by  her  Majesty's  Ministers  with 
the  military  governments  of  Russia,  Prussia, 
and  Austria,  under  the  pretext  of  preserving 
the  integrity  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  which 
has  been  more  injured  by  the  encroachments  of 
Russia  than  by  any  other  power : 

**  Humbly  to  state  to  her  Majesty,  that 
whilst  admitting  the  undoubted  prerogative  of 
her  Majesty  to  declare  war  and  conclude 
peace,  we  consider  it  no  less  our  undoubted 
right  and  duty  to  inquire  into  and  examine  the 
exercise  of  that  prerogative : 

"That,  therefore,  we  humbly  beseech  her 
Majesty  to  direct  her  Ministers  to  lay  before 
this  House  the  grounds  on  which  they  have 
advised  the  employment  of  her  Majesty's 
forces  in  Syria,  as  full  information  concerning 
them  is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the 
wisdom  and  policy  of  the  measures  pursued 
by  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  which  her 
Majesty  informs  us  has  been  attended  with 
signal  success,  and  that  the  objects  which  the 
contracting  parties  had  in  view  are  on  the  eve 
of  being  completely  accomplished  : 

^  To  express  to  her  Majesty  our  surprise 
that  her  Majesty's  advisers  have  recommended 
iiicroastid  establishments,  attended  necessarily 
with  increased  taxation  to  her  Majesty's  al- 
ready heavily  burthened  people,  and  regret 
that  her  Majesty  has  not  directed  our  attention 
more  particularly  to  the  increase  of  expenditure 
beyond  the  revenue,  and  to  the  distress  and 


discontent  which  prevail  to  an  alarming  degree 
among  the  labouring  classes  throughout  the 
kingdom,  to  the  causes  thereof,  and  to  the  best 
means  of  relieving  her  Majesty's  faithful  and 
suffering  people." 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  there  was  one 
subject  of  such  surpassing  interest  connected 
with  the  peace  of  Europe  and  %nth  the 
general  interests  of  humanity  which  so 
completely  cast  into  the  shade  all  other 
topics,  however  important  those  topics 
might  be  in  themselves,  that  it  was  hardly 
necessary  upon  that  occasion  to  notice  the 
omissions  that  were  made  in  the  Speech, 
or  to  criticise  the  language  in  which  the 
various  topics  were  mentioned.  If  he  were 
inclined  to  criticise  the  Speech,  he  could 
not  say  that  he  ever  recollected  a  speech 
which  was  more  successful  than  this  in  that 
merit  which  was  generally  conceded  to 
documents  of  this  description,  the  merit  of 
saying  as  little  as  possible.  On  that  point, 
he  could  not  deem  it  a  complete  failure. 
The  Speech  must  be  considered  as  the  speech 
of  her  Majesty *s  Ministers,  and  it  possessed 
the  advantage  which  had  been  ascribed  hy 
a  great  diplomatist  to  all  language,  that  it 
was  given  to  man  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
cealing his  thoughts.  It  was  a  careful 
Speech,  for  the  hon.  Gentlemen,  the  Mover 
and  Seconder  of  the  Address,  found  it  so 
utterly  impossible  to  eke  out  their  own 
speeches  with  becoming  decency  to  the 
ordinary  length,  if  they  had  confined  them- 
selves to  the  topics  mentioned  in  the  speech 
itself,  that  they  felt  it  absolutely  incum- 
bent on  them,  even  at  the  risk  of  offending 
her  Majesty *s  Government,  to  introduce 
many  matters  which  they  thought  ought 
to  have  been  introduced  into  the  Speech 
itself.  The  state  of  Canada  and  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Crown  with  respect  to  the 
union  of  the  provinces  was  one  instance. 
It  was  omitted  in  the  Speech;  it  was 
touched  upon  by  the  hon.  Mover.  The 
boundary  question,  again,  was  touched 
upon  by  the  hon.  Seconder.  The  state  of 
Ireland  and  the  progress  of  the  repeal  agi- 
tation touched  upon  by  the  Mover.  The 
state  of  the  war  in  India,  and  the  progress 
of  our  arms  in  Affghanistan,  again  touch- 
ed upon  by  the  Mover  and  the  Seconder. 
They  gave  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  from 
which  it  was  clear  what  were  the  topics 
that  they  would  have  introduced  if  they 
had  prepared  the  Speech  for  the  Throne; 
Nay,  it  was  clear  that  they  were  in  pos- 
session of  information  which  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  reached  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;  for,  talking  of  China,  one  of  the 
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bon.  Gentlemen  exulted  in  a  tone  which 
those  who  had  prepared  the  present  Speech 
oould  hardly  have  entertained.  It  seemed, 
then,  that  the  document  which  had  been 
fuppoted  to  be  an  edict  of  the  Emperor  of 
China  was  not  authentic,  because  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  talked  of  the  ''humble 
tone  assumed  by  the  Emperor/'  and  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  fully  aware  of  an 
arrangement  that  was  to  give  indemnity 
for  the  losses  suffered  by  her  Majesty's 
subjects.  He  hoped  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's information  would  prove  to  be  cor- 
rect, but  all  the  Speech  asked  the  House  to 
do  was  to  concur  in  a  mere  statement  of  a 
matter  of  fact.     The  Speech  said  only — 

"Having  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  to 
the  coast  of  China  a  naval  and  military  force, 
to  demand  reparation  and  redress  for  injuries 
inflicted  upon  some  of  my  subjects,  by  the 
oflBcers  of  the  Emperor  of  China,  and  for  in- 
dignities offered  to  an  agent  of  my  Crown,  I, 
at  the  same  time,  appointed  plenipotentiaries 
to  treat  upon  these  matters  with  the  Chinese 
government.  These  plenipotentiaries  were, 
by  the  last  accounts,  in  negotiation  with  the 
government  of  China;  and  it  will  be  a  source 
of  much  gratification  to  mc,  if  that  government 
shall  be  induced  by  its  own  sense  of  justice  to 
bring  these  matters  to  a  speeily  settlement  by 
an  amicable  arrangement.** 

This  was  certainly  a  vcrv  moderate,  and 
no  doubt  a  very  justifiable  ho|v,  but  it  was 
at  variance  with  the  assuranco,  on  the  faith 
of  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  made 
his  comments.  He  thought,  however,  that 
those  who  had  framed  the  Address  in  such 
cautious  terms,  had  done  quite  right,  for 
he  held  that  unless  notice  were  given,  the 
Address  should  always  be  so  framed  us  not 
to  demand  any  opposition,  considering 
especially  the  disadvantages  under  which 
hem.  Gentlemen  making  any  opposition 
necessarily  laboured.  There  was,  however, 
one  topic,  of  paramount  importance — the 
liroMnt  state  of  Europe*  and  the  foreign 
rvlatkms  of  this  country.  On  the  very 
threshold  of  the  discussion,  ho  could  not 
but  express  his  deep  regret  and  despond- 
•noyi  when  ho  ccmtoin|)latcd  the  present 
•tate  of  our  relations  with  France,  and 
when  ho  hcanl  cm  cvenr  side  the  din  of 
military  preiwration.  lie  did  ho|)o  that, 
%t\p€  the  la|»w  of  twcnty-flvo  years  of  pni- 
Amnd  imnux^— with  a  new  generation  ar- 
rival at  maturity,  who  had  not  taken  an 
tkK'iUff  part  In  the  exploits  of  the  last  war 
*-^he  had  ho)iod  that  all  fear  bad  been  dis- 
•IpaWd,  that  there  had  been  new  guaran- 
tees flit  M  |in4(mtfcd  (vaee,  and  that  man- 
kind guiinrally   had   biH?n  convinced,  not 
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only  of  the  inestimable  advantage,  but  at 

the  great  moral    obligation  to  *n««»*h 

peace,  unless  for  the  sectirity  of  the  natioii, 

for   the  vindication    of   the    national 


honour ;  and  he  did  hope  that  new  mate- 
rial interests  had  arisen  which  waaid 
effectually  keep  down  any  fresh  demomtift* 
tion  of  a  warlike  feeling.  With  req;iect  to 
France,  whether  in  power  or  in  oppoatioo, 
he  had  never  held  but  one  language,  or 
one  opinion,  that  a  cordial  and  good  under- 
standing between  France  and  England  was 
essentisd  to  the  peace  and  the  welfare  of 
Europe.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  be  was 
convinced  that  an  intimate  alliance  of  an 
exclusive  nature  between  this  country  and 
France,  giving  offence  to  what  the  boo. 
Gentleman  called  the  great  despotic  and 
military  powers  of  Europe-*he  was  not 
prepared  to  say  that  he  saw  io  fully  the 
advantage  of  such  an  alliance  as  oUicrs; 
but  no  one  felt  more  strongly  than  he  did, 
that  the  best  interests  of  humanity  were 
involved  in  the  maintenance  of  cordial 
good  will  and  amicable  relaUons  between 
us  and  France.  The  French  nation,  or  at 
least  a  part  of  it,  entertained  a  fadse  con- 
ception of  the  opinion  of  the  people  of 
England.  It  was  not  true  that  we  felt— 
the  roan  would  be  base  and  ungeneroos 
indeed,  who  could  feel — anv  triumph  in  the 
supposed  humiliation  of  I* ranee.  He  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  any  wish  on  tbe 
part  of  thb  great  community,  though  it 
had  been  called  her  natural  enemy,  and 
which  had  certainly  been  long  and  warmly 
engaged  in  conflict  with  her :  he  did  not 
believe  that  there  was  the  iJightest  wish 
that  the  power  or  authority  of  France 
should  1)0  curtailed,  or  that  there  would  be 
the  least  rejoicing  at  any  reverses  befalling 
France,  or  subjecting  that  country  to  hu- 
miliation. At  the  same  time,  with  that 
feeling  strongly  rooted  in  his  mind,  he  was 
not  prepared  at  once  to  say,  that  the  policy 
which  had  been  pursued  of  attempting  tbe 
settlement  of  the  EUistem  question  was  not 
necessary.  He  could  conceive  a  case  of 
complicatimi  arising  from  the  Syrian  qoea- 
tion,  if  no  vigorous  attempt  had  been  made 
at  an  adjustment  which  would  have  in. 
volved  this  country  in  the  very  war  which 
he  was  so  much  inclined  to  deprecate.  It 
was  no  doubt  true,  that  the  Turkish  em* 
pire  bad  been  lung  exhibiting  symptoma  of 
decadence  and  weakness.  Still  it  existed 
in  a  state  of  decadence,  and  weakne»  was 
widelv  different  from  the  approach  of  tbe 
actual  dissolution  of  that  empire ;  for  in 
that  event  new   interests  would  arise  in 
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Europe,  and  every  effort  should,  in  his 
opinion,  be  made  to  prevent  that  conflict 
Of  interests,  and  that  actual  collision  which 
would  arise  on  the  dissolution  of  the  Turk- 
ish  empire.     It  was  quite  clear  that  the 
position  which  the  Pacha  of  -Egypt  had 
maintained  had  become  inconsistent  with 
the  independence  of  the  Porte,  and  the  in- 
terests of  this  country  with  Turkey.  Well, 
then^  it  was  said  by  some  hon.  Gentlemen, 
'*  England  shall  have  nothing  to  do  with 
this ;  the  events  apprehended  are  merely  a 
contingent  possibility ;  they  will  take  place 
at  a  remote  part  of  the  Mediterranean ; 
and  the  true  policy  of  England  is,  there- 
fore, to  refuse  to  take  any  part  in  the  ad- 
justment of  these  matters,  for  fear  of  the 
risk  which  we  run."     Now,  let  him  take 
the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
kenny with  respect  to  Russia  as  correct — 
and  mind,  he  did  not  assent  to  it — it  was 
impossible  to  disguise  from  ourselves  the 
relative  position  ot  the  Russian  empire  and 
of  Constantinople.     The  peculiar  nature  of 
the  Russian  position,  and  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, must  naturally  subject  her  to 
jealousy   and   suspicion ;    but   the    course 
which  Russia  had  pursued  ought  to  have 
exempted  her  from  some  of  the  aspersions 
that  had  been  cast  upon  her.     But  suppose 
those  suspicions  should  be  well  founded, 
what  was  the  security  if  we  refused  to 
interfere,  and  Russia  were  actuated  by  such 
ambitious  designs  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
attributed  to  her,  would  she  not  take  upon 
herself   the  part   or  exclusive  protection 
which  we  refused  to  take  upon  ourselves  ? 
The  hon.   Gentleman    thought   that   the 
troubles   which   had   taken    place    on  the 
north-western  frontiers  of  our  Indian  pos- 
sessions were  attributable  to  Russia.     Sup- 
pose Russia  should  gain  possession  of  Con- 
stantinople in  consequence  of  the  growing 
weakness  of  the  Turkish  empire,  would  the 
hon.   Gentleman    view   that    event   with 
complacency?     The  hon.  Gentleman  (the 
Member  for  the  City  of  London)  clearly 
would  not,  because  he  stated  that  in  such 
an  event  he  would  resort  to  the  physical 
and  material  power  of  England  to  dispos- 
sess her  of  Constantinople.     If  that  were 
a  sound  policy,  and  if  it  would  be  an  object 
for  England  to  dispossess  Russia  of  Con- 
stantinople  when    once    she    had   gained 
possession,  those  who  were  of  opinion  that 
we  ought  to  be  prepared  so  to  act  in  such 
an  extremity,  could  not  object  on  general 
grounds  to  that  line  of  policy  which  would 
prevent  Russia  from  getting  there — which 
would    prevent,    by  the  exercise  of  our 
VOLLVI.    {^} 


moral  influence,   the   occurrence  of  that  « 
great  calamity  which  would  compel  us  to 
go  to  war  with  Russia  on  ground  where 
Russia,  by   her  contiguity,   must  have  a 
great  advantage  over  us.     It  might  be  no 
easy   matter,   considering   the   position  of 
Russia  with  Constantinople,  and  our  own 
distance  from  the  sceneof  action— it  might 
be  no  easy  matter  to  make  the  evacuation 
of  Constantinople  by  Russia  one  condition 
of  peace   with   us.     The   co-operation  of 
France  in   effecting  a  settlement  of  the 
Eastern    question    would    unquestionably 
have  been  of  inestimable  value.     Of  that 
there  was  no  doubt,  and  when  we  were 
obliged  to  relinquish  the  hope  that  France 
would  cordially  unite  with  us  in  effecting 
that  settlement ;    first,   by   the   means  of 
advice,  and,  secondly,  by  the  aid  of  a  de- 
monstration, the  question  assumed  a  new 
shape,  it  was  to  be  viewed  under  a  new 
aspect,  the  chance  of  success  was  much  less, 
the  risk  of  evil  was  much  more  ;  but  he 
thought  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  say 
that  if  four  great  powers  of  Europe,  acting 
as  he  assumed  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
they  did  with  perfect  integi'ity,  really  be- 
lieving that  the  advance  of  a  rebellious 
vassal  upon  Constantinople  would  be  the 
signal  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Turkish 
empire,  that  great  evil  would  arise  from 
the  necessary  partition  of  the  Turkish  do- 
minions, and  if  they  were  convinced  that 
the  general  interests  and  welfare  of  Europe 
required  an  active  intervention,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say,  that  when  one  of  those 
powers  refused  to  take  part  in  that  media- 
tion, the  other  four  powers  should  of  ne- 
cessity desist,  because  he  was  afraid  that 
the  consequence  of  such  an  example  would 
not  be  limited  to  the  single  case,  but  that 
if  the  one  power  could  exercise  such  an 
authority  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  it  would 
be  tempted  to  extend  its  influence  beyond 
that  range.     He  would,  therefore,  suspend 
his  opinion  with  respect  to  the  convention 
till  he  should  have  received  that  further 
information  from    her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, which  he  presumed  they  were  pre- 
pared to  give.     They  might  be  prepared  to 
show  that  the  consequence  of  a  refusal,  on 
the  part  of  England,  would  have  been  the 
immediate  interference  with  Russia.    They 
might  remind  us  that  the  event  which  oc- 
curred in  1833  would   have   occurred  in 
1840.     The  Porte  applied  to  us  in  1833 
for   protection   against   this    very    vassal, 
Mehemet  Ali ;  we  refused  ;  what  was   the 
consequence.'*        The    Porte    applied    for 
assistance  to  Russia ;  Russia  did  step  in  and 
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interfere,  and  she  received,  as  her  reward 
for  that  assistance^  the  treaty  against  which 
we  were  the  first  to  protest,  and  which  we 
were  obliged  to  tell  her  we  could  not  re- 
cognize as  part  of  the  law  of  Europe ;  we 
were  almost  driven  to   war  the  very  act 
which  might  be  assumed  to  be  again  possi- 
ble.    It  was  possible  that  Russia   might 
see  her  neighbour  about  to  be  spoiled  with- 
out justice  by  one  of  her  subjects  usurping 
the  power  and  authority  delegated  to  him 
for  the  purpose  of  overthrowing  his  Lord. 
He  did  believe  that  in  such  an  event  Russia 
or  Austria  would  feel  the  necessity  for  an  in- 
terference; hebelieved  also  that  there  would 
be  a  recurrence  to  the  course  taken  in  1833  ; 
and  depend  upon  it  Russia  would  not  twice 
thus  protect  Turkey,  and  twice  save  her 
from  annihilation,  within  a  space  of  seven 
years,  without  these  powers  being  placed 
in  the  relative  position  of  master  and  slave. 
He  therefore  suspended  his  judgment  upon 
the  propriety  of  the  treaty  until  he  should 
have  received  the  fullest  information  ;  but 
he  should  not  be  acting  with  justice,  if  in 
the  absence  of  that  information,  he  were  to 
agree  to  any  amendment  which  would  be  a 
censure  upon  the  parties  to  that  treaty.   He 
was  prepared  then  to  admit,  first»  that  in- 
tervention might  have  been  necessary — ad- 
visable, perhaps,  if  we  could  obtain  the  co- 
operation of  France — that  it  might  have 
been  necessary  even  if  the  co-operation  of 
France  were  wholly  refused ;  but  he  must 
say  that,  in  proportion  as  the  assistance  of 
France  was  withdrawn,  in  proportion  as  we 
lost  the  chance  of  that  cordial  co-o|x;ration 
and  assbtance,  which  was  so  essential  to 
us,  because  the  absence  greatly  diminished 
the  chances  of  our  success— «>  ought  we  to 
have  shown,  and  he  trusted  that  we  had 
shown,  throughout  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ceedings the  utmost  consideration  for  the 
not  unnatural  feeling  with  which  France 
would  view  a  revival  of  the    alliance  of 
1814.      It  was  impossible  to  admit  that 
there  was  any  analogy   in    principle   be- 
tween the  two  treaties ;  but  unfortunately 
with   a    sensitive   and    susceptible   people 
sometimes  the  coincidence  of  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances stood  in  the  place  of  a  principle. 
Yet  nothing  was  more  dissimilar  than  the 
principle  of  the  quadruple  treaty  and  that 
of  the  treaty  which  led  to  the  occupation 
of  Paris  in  1814.     He  could  make  allow- 
ance,   however,   for  the  feeling  of   that 
country,  which  was  among  the  roost  distin- 
guished— he  could  not  say   more  distin- 
guished than  our  own — for  having  always 
set,  and  Justly  set^  the  highest  falue  on  its 


military  chaneter.    He  should  be,  indeed, 
sorry,  if  the  Frendi  viewed  the  transactioiit 
of  1814  as  any  humiliatioii ;   they  must 
naturally  view  with  regret  the  reveraei  to 
which  they  were  subject,  but  he  was  turo 
that  no  impartial  man,  reading  the  history 
of  that  campaign,  unfortunate  as  the  ter. 
mination  might  be  for  France,  coold  feel 
any  other  than  the  highest  admiration  for 
the  skill  of  her  genertu  and  the  bravery  of 
her  soldiers.     But  the  event  was  t«M>  re- 
cent, and  the  reverses,  were  too  great,  not  to 
render  France  exceedingly  jealous  of  any 
new  alliance.     He  agreed  that  the  evil  of 
excitement  by  hon.  Members,  aegravaHng 
that  jealousy,  was  very  great.     He  attached 
great   importance   to   this   point,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  noUe  Lord  would  not  aay 
that  he  had  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the 
higher  portion  of  the  subject,  and  that  he 
had  censured  only  the  minor  part — that  he 
admitted  the  great  part  to  be  good,  and  had 
caq^ed  at  the  small.     If  it  had  become  no* 
cessary  to  act   without  France,  he  would 
have  exhausted  every  means   to  oonvinee 
France  of  the  propriety  of  our  course,  he 
should  have  come  to  the  resolution  to  act 
without  her  with  the  greatest  rmret  and 
reluctance,  and  he  would  have  leu— as  he 
hoped  the  noble  Lord  had  left— distinctlv 
recorded  the  grounds  for  what,  he  tnuted, 
was  only  the  temporary  secession  of  France : 
he   would  have  exhausted  everrthing  to 
show  deference  to  the  wounded  reelingt  of 
France.     Now,  he  told  the  noble  Lord  that 
there  was  one  point  which,  on  reading  the 
French  debates,  had  given  him  the  utmost 
concern.     He   would   quote  exactly  what 
passed  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  the 
report  carried  with  it  internal  evidence  that 
both  parties  concerned  in   the  discussion 
were  acting  with  perfect  honesty,  and  were 
only  describing  their  own   fedings.     M. 
Guiaot  was  making  a  speech  on  the  Ad- 
dress,  and  stating    the   general    warning 
which  he  had   given  to  the  French  go- 
vernment, that  tne  proceedings  might  pos- 
sibly lead   to  a   negotiation   between  the 
other  powers,  when  he  was  interrupted  by 
M.  Thiers,  who  said  :^- 

**  I  will  prove  with  the  documents  in  roy 
hand.s  since  it  appears  that  I  am  placed  in  a 
position  of  being  compelled  to  justify  myself 
in  presence  of  an  Ambassador  who  received 
his  orders  from  me.  1  will  prove,  1  sav,  to 
M.  (luizot,  that  he  told  roe  on  the  14th  of 
July  that  we  had  still  plenty  of  time  before  ot, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  to  render  iirgeocy 
necessary.** 

To  which  M.  Guiiot  replied :— - 
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^  That  is  troft.  I  foresaw  what  was  proba* 
bit,  bat  1  was  sure  of  oothiDg." 

Whereupon  M.  Gaizot  proceeded  to  read 
Ibrtber  extracts  from  his  despatch^  when 
M.  Thiers  said  :•— 

*'  This  is  all  very  true,  but  you  quote  only  a 
portion  of  the  letter.  You  will  permit  me  to 
quote  the  other  portion. 

•*  M.  Guizot— Certainly. 

•*  M.  Thiers — 1  will  prove  that  you  wrote  to 
me  on  the  6th,  9th,  and  14th  of  July,  as  fol- 
lows :^*  The  English  Cabinet  is  in  delihera- 
lioa — there  is  great  agitation — there  is  a  crisis  ; 
but  nothing  is  yet  decided.  1  wo  plans  have 
been  prepared — one  for  five  Powers,  for  which 
propositions  have  been  made  to  trance,  and 
the  other  for  four  Powers^  in  the  event  of 
France  refusing  the  propositions  that  will  be 
made  to  her/  This  is  what  you  wrote  to  me. 
All  your  letters  contain  the  supposition  that 
before  signing  any  treaty  a  proposition  would 
be  made  to  France. 

•*  Al.  (luisot — That  is  true  ;  I  believed  that 
such  would  be  the  case.  All  the  world  knows, 
that  during  the  last  days  of  the  negotiation, 
France  was  kept  in  ignorance  of  what  wa^ 
going  on.  I  was  not  exsictly  informed  of  the 
proceedings.  What  I  told  you,  was  what  I  be- 
lieved, llie  treaty  was  concealed  from  us. 
This  was  wrong.  It  was  not  delicate  conduct, 
and  it  was  a  proceeding  against  which  I  loudly 
protested.  I  was  myself  ignorant  of  the 
treaty,  and  therefore  could  not  inform  you  of 
it.  The  fact  of  the  treaty  having  been  signed 
was  not  communicated  to  me  until  the  17th  of 
July,  two  days  after  it  took  place.'' 

He  had  read  that  passage  with  great 
concern.  The  noble  Lord  might  siiy,  that 
from  the  month  of  October,  to  the  month 
of  July,  intimation  was  given  to  France, 
that  negotiations  were  pending,  and  that 
France  ought  to  have  conceived  that  the 
treaty  would  have  been  signed.  He  did 
not  deny  that  this  was  not  different  from 
the  general  tone  of  the  language  held  by 
M.  Guizot.  But,  considering  the  character 
of  the  man,  and  especially  considering  the 
friendly  feeling  of  M.  Guizot  towards  Eng- 
land^ he  could  not  but  say^  that  after  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  of  the  15th  of  July, 
between  the  powers  who  were  severally 
parties  to  the  treaties  of  1814  and  1815, 
having  such  a  man  as  M.  Guizot  resident 
amongst  us,  and  leaving  him  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  he  was  not  surprised  that  there 
should  be  some  ground  for  indignation. 
He  did  not  assert  that  the  parties  to  the 
treaty  might  not  have  signed  it  without 
the  concurrence  or  knowledge  of  France  j 
but  he  thought  that  they  would  not  have 
been  going  out  of  the  way  to  have  dealt 
with  the  prejudice,  and  he  thought  that 


there  would  have  been  an  advantage,  if  in 
the  most  temperate  and  considerate  way  we 
had  apprifle<l  M,  GuiEot  that  the  object 
must  be  attained,  and  saying  to  him,  '*  If 
you  do  not  immediately  determine  to  join 
with  us,  we  must  proceed  without  you  5 
and  in  strict  candour  we  must  tell  you  that 
the  affair  must  be  settled.*'  He  had  care- 
fully read  all  the  letters,  and  though  M. 
Guizot  evidently  saw  in  a  dark  vista  the 
possibility  of  a  treaty,  yet,  on  the  6th,  9th, 
and  14th  of  July,  he  believed  it  was  dis- 
tant, and  he  was  in  the  humiliating  situa- 
tion of  not  being  aware  that  on  the  verj 
next  day  to  the  14th,  the  treaty  would  be 
signed.  He  did  regret  that  proceeding. 
I'he  noble  Lord  said  that  it  was  better  to 
communicate  the  treaty  itself.  If  the  noble 
Lord  had  said  to  France,  '*  We  are  going 
to  war  with  Syria,  and  are  indi&rent 
whether  you  join  us  or  not,"  he  believed 
that  it  might  have  been  offensive ;  but  if 
he  had  gone  and  said,  in  a  perfectly  con- 
ciliatory spirit,  "  This  is  about  to  be  done ; 
will  you  co-operate  with  us,  or  will  you 
decline  to  aid  or  countenance  us  in  our 
proceedings?"  he  could  not  help  thinking 
that  much  of  that  interruption  of  the 
friendly  intercourse  which  had  formerly 
prevailed,  which  had  taken  place,  might 
have  been  prevented,  and  he  certainly 
could  not  help  thinking  that  such  a  course 
would  have  given  much  less  offence  than 
that  which  had  been  adopted  of  signing  the 
treaty,  and  then  communicating  the  fact. 
In  private  life  it  must  be  fell  that  such 
would  have  been  the  fitter  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, and  it  would  have  been  certainly  the 
more  friendly  course  to  communicate  the 
positive  intention  to  do  an  act,  than  to 
adopt  the  act  and  then  to  make  it 
known.  Let  them  recollect  what  had 
happened  at  Verona.  In  the  year  1822 
France  was  about  to  march  an  army  into 
Spain,  and  the  circumstances  which  then 
existed  were  not  dissimilar  to  those  of  the 
present  case.  At  Verona,  France  commu- 
nicated to  the  allies  her  intention  to  invade 
Spain.  The  three  other  powers,  Russia 
Prussia,  and  Austria  countenanced  the  pro- 
ceedings, but  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and 
Mr.  Canning  decidedly  objected  to  it.  But 
there  was,  up  to  the  last  moment,  the  most 
unrestrained  communication  between  the 
four  powers  who  were  parties  to  the  in- 
tended invasion  and  England,  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  if  the  army  had 
been  marched  without  a  previous  communi- 
cation being  m;ule  to  England,  feelings 
would  have  been  expressed  of  regret  and 
E  2 
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disappointment  at  that  course  being  taken. 
The  noble  Lord  would  find,  that  ooromu. 
nications  had  passed  between  M.  Chateau- 
briand and  Mr.  Canning,  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  remonstrance  of  England, 
M.  Vill^le  sent  to  keep  back  the  army 
which  France  was  about  to  send,  facts 
whicli  proved  at  least  that  England  was 
admitted  to  the  conference.  All  that  he 
contended  for  was,  that  this  was  the  more 
friendly  course,  and  although  they  might 
fail  in  convincing  the  party  of  the  necessity 
of  the  course  which  they  were  about  to 
pursue,  much  of  that  jealousy  might  have 
been  prevented  which  was  the  result  of 
deciding  on  and  adopting  an  act  one  day, 
and  communicating  that  tact  the  next,  and 
then  saying  it  was  too  late  to  interfere. 
There  was  another  point  upon  which  he 
felt  bound  to  say  a  few  words.  He  must 
enter  his  protest  against  Parliament  having 
been  allowed  to  separate  last  year  without 
a  knowledge  of  the  events  then  in  progress 
having  been  communicated  to  it.  We  were 
on  the  point  of  a  rupture  affecting  the  inte- 
rests of  Europe,  and  the  maintenance  of 
our  communication  with  a  powerful  em- 
pire, when  the  Parliament  was  permitted 
to  separate.  Parliament  was  sitting  on  the 
15th  of  July,  when  the  noble  Lord  said, 
that  he  still  hoped  for  the  cordial  co-opera- 
tion of  France ;  that  France  had  expressed 
a  favourable  opinion  with  respect  to  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and 
the  general  tenor  of  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  was,  that  France  was  favourable  to 
his  views.  The  noble  Lord  had  then  thr 
letter  of  M.  Guixot  in  his  possession,  con- 
taining a  strong  remonstrance  upon  i\\v 
subject  of  the  treaty,  and  considering  the 
manner  of  that  letter,  and  that  the  Hritish 
Parliament  was  then  sitting,  he  did  say. 
that  whatever  the  technicalities  might  U- 
attending  the  ratification  of  a  treaty,  it  wuji 
not  fit  that  Parliament  should  have  been 
dismissed  at  a  moment  when  such  important 
matters,  requiring  such  mature  deliberation, 
were  pending.  He  must  say,  if  such  con. 
duct  were  to  be  acted  on  as  a  precedent,  it 
would  undermine  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment. But  the  peculiar  conduct  of  the 
noble  Lord  with  regard  to  the  treaty  should 
be  remembered.  So  anxious  was  he  for  its 
immediate  execution,  that  the  parties  to  it 
consented  that  it  should  be  put  in  operation 
without  waiting  for  its  ratification.  Their 
orders  were  given  to  their  naval  and  mili- 
tary commanders  to  convey  fire  and  sword 
into  the  heart  of  Syria,  Thoy  knew  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  was  not  necessary 


in  order  to  cmrry  its  provudons  into  effect ; 
they  knew  that  its  practical  execution  must 
cndjEinger  our  connexion  with  France ;  and 
yet,  notwithstanding  the  insufficiency  of  its 
completion,  they  proceeded  on  it.  As  th^e 
were  many  points  in  connexion  with  this 
subject,  upon  which,  before  he  could  form 
a  correct  judgment,  he  must  see  the  official 
information  of  the  progress  of  the  treaty ; 
and  as,  before  he  could  judge  of  the  foun- 
dation of  the  opinions  whicA  had  been  ex- 
pressed with  r^ard  to  the  possible  designs 
of  Russia  and  other  powers,  we  must  also 
be  put  in  possession  of  similar  correct  de- 
tails ;  he  should  say  nothing  now  on  the 
subject  of  the  progress  of  the  negotiation, 
of  the  objects  which  were  sought  to  be  at- 
tained, or  of  the  mode  in  whidi  that  ne- 
gotiation was  carried  on.  Considering  the 
position  of  M.  Guixot,  he  was  perfectly 
convinced,  that  nothing  could  be  furtto 
from  the  intention  of  the  noble  Lord  than 
to  act  unfairly  towards  him  ;  but  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  the  letter  of  No- 
vember 2nd,  from  M.  Guisot  to  M.  Thiers, 
in  which  ho  said,  that  he  thought,  that 
there  was  something  to  find  fault  with  in 
what  was  being  done,  was  not  a  commu- 
nication which  could  be  considered  useful. 
He  could  not  help  saying,  that  he  shared  in 
the  feelings  of  regret  which  were  expressed 
that  the  name  of  France  was  omitted  in  the 
Sjieech  from  the  Throne.  It  was  difficult 
to  over-estimate  the  force  and  effect  of  that 
omission  upon  the  minds  of  the  French  peo- 
ple. Could  there  have  been  any  difficulty 
in  taking  the  words  of  the  noble  Lord 
himself,  and  expressing  regret  at  the  oc- 
currence, maintaining  at  the  same  time  their 
own  ground,  making  no  concession  in  point 
of  argument,  but  expressing  merely  their 
regret  at  the  termination  of  the  alliance  ? 
In  a  former  Speech  from  the  Throne  they 
had  mentioned  the  alliance  as  a  security  and 
guarantee  for  peace.  Admitting,  if  tliey 
would,  that  France  was  to  blame,  would 
there  have  been  anything  conceded  in  the 
expression  of  regret,  that  from  some  cause 
that  alliance  was  at  an  end  ?  The  expref« 
sion  of  regret  could  not  be  attributed  to  any 
but  that  which  was  the  real  cause.  It 
could  not  be  ascribed  to  weakness,  because 
they  took  credit  for  signal  success,  and 
couUl  there  have  been  a  more  becoming 
addition  to  such  a  portion  of  the  Address, 
than  that  regret  was  exptTicnced  at  the 
interruption  of  those  friendly  relations 
which  had  so  long  subsisted  }  If  sueh  a 
thing  had  been  done,  it  would  have  been 
an  argument  immmediately  directed  against 
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**  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  receive  from  fo- 
reign  powers  assurances  of  their  friendly  dis- 
position, and  of  their  earnest  desire  to  main- 
tain peace.  The  position  of  affairs  in  the 
Levant  bad  long  been  a  cause  of  uneasiness, 
and  a  source  of  danger  to  the  general  tran- 
quillity. With  a  view  to  avert  the  evils  which 
a  continuance  of  that  state  of  things  was  cal- 
culated to  occasion,  I  concluded  with  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  Prussia,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the  Sultan,  a  conven- 
tion intended  to  effect  a  pacification  of  the 
Levant;  to  maintain  the  integrity  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  thereby 
to  afford  additional  security  to  the  peace  of 
Europe/' 

If  France  had  conveyed  to  this  country 
an  intimation  of  her  friendly  disposition, 
and  that  it  earnestly  desired  to  maintain 
peace,  what  would  there  have  been  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  this  country  in  express- 
ing a  similar  feeling  ?  Again,  if  the  speech 
were  true,  and  he  must  take  it  to  be  true, 
her  Majes^  said— - 

''I  rejoice  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  in  execu- 
tion of  these  engagements  have  been  attended 
withfsignal  success ;  and  I  trust  that  the  objects 
which  the  contracting  parties  had  in  view  are 
on  the  eve  of  being  completely  accomplished. 
In  the  course  of  these  transactions  my  naval 
forces  have  co-operated  with  those  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria,  and  with  the  land  and  sea 
forces  of  the  Sultan,  and  have  displayed  upon 
all  occasions  their  accustomed  gallantry  and 
skill." 

What  were  the  objects  which  the  con- 
tracting parties  had  in  view  ?  Not  the  de- 
struction of  the  army  of  Ibrahim  Pacha; 
DO,  the  great  object  was  the  maintenance 
of  the  independance  and  integrity  of  the 
Ottoman  empire ;  and  by  that  means  the 
additional  security  of  the  peace  of  Europe. 
If  they  were  on  the  eve  of  attaining  that 
great  object — if  they  were  going  to  take  a 
new  guarantee  for  the  peace  of  Europe, 
what  objection  could  they  have  to  the  in- 
sertion of  that  expression  of  regret,  which 
he  believed  would  have  been  suitable  to 
the  case?  He  fully  and  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  clouds  which  now  overhung  the 
subject  would  gradually  disperse,  and  that 
Europe  would  not  be  visited  by  those 
tioobies  which  were  threatened.  He  con- 
ceived that  there  could  be  nothing  more 
mischievous  than  the  renewal  of  war. 
What  the  consequences  might  be  no  man 
could  foresee.  What  the  amount  of  capital, 


of  time,  wasted  on  preparations  we  all  are 
witnesses.  If  that  capital  and  that  skill 
which  are  expended  on  these  preparations 
were  sunk  in  the  sea,  though  that  would  be 
useless,  it  would  not  be  injurious:  as  they 
are  at  present  exercised  they  are  worse  than 
useless,  they  are  deeply  injurious.  The 
subject  could  not  be  thought  upon  without 
calling  to  their  recollection  those  events 
which  paralysed  Europe  from  the  years 
1793  to  1815,  and  without  reinspiring  all 
those  bad  passions  which  should  be  extin- 
guished. Additional  taxation,  both  upon 
France  and  England,  must  take  place  -  .the 
effect  would  be  a  withdrawal  of  so  much 
capital  as  was  expended  from  both  those 
countries — a  loss  which  would  be  attended 
with  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  He 
hoped  that  when  that  which  had  passed 
had  been  duly  considered  in  France,  it  would 
not  be  supposed  that  we  were  influenced 
by  any  feelings  of  jealousy  or  animosity 
towards  that  country.  It  was  suggested 
that  the  Syrian  question  was  settled.  They 
might  have  determined  that  the  powers  of 
the  Pacha  should  be  confined  to  Egypt,  but 
did  that  constitute  the  settlement  of  the 
question  }  He  conceived  that  it  could  not ; 
and  it  must  be  remembered  that  France, 
standing  in  its  present  isolated  position, 
must  be  called  upon  to  co-operate  with 
England  in  the  settlement  of  a  thousand 
questions  which  might  arise  and  produce 
difficulties.  The  relation  to  be  maintained 
between  the  Pacha  and  the  Porte  must  be 
considered.  They  might  give  him  the 
hereditary  pachalic  of  Egypt,  but  conditions 
might  be  imposed  so  stringent  and  onerous, 
as  to  render  him  entirely  dependant  upon 
the  Ottoman  empire.  The  peculiar  rela- 
tions of  Turkey  with  respect  to  the  Medi- 
terranean must  be  considered.  Could  it  be 
denied  that  France  was  the  most  important 
power,  whose  dominions  joined  that  sea? 
How  important  then  must  it  be  for  ihe 
very  objects  of  the  country,  that  in  any 
amicable  arrangement  which  might  be  made, 
France  should  join  ;  not  with  a  view  to 
extract  from  England  any  roncessicms 
that  she  was  wrong ;  but  in  order  simply 
that  she  might  be  made  a  party  to  any 
arrangement  which  might  be  made  of 
this  most  important  question.  H  re 
peated  that  no  settlement  could  be  effit-a- 
cious  unless  they  could  still  prevail  upon 
France  to  become  a  party  to  it.  N**  man 
could  be  more  convinced  than  he,  that  the 
object  which  liad  been  had  in  view  was  the 
security  of  peace,  and  in  her  Majesty's 
Speech  it  was  declared  that  their  endeavours 
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had  been  attended  with  signal  success. 
What  was  there^  then,  to  prevent  their 
taking  fresh  steps,  and  inviting  the  inter- 
ference of  France?  It  appeared  to  him 
that  there  was  an  opportunity  in  which, 
without  making  any  unreasonable  conces- 
sion, it  might  be  called  upon  to  interfere. 
They  had  been  successfuli  and  they  liad 
shown  that  twenty-five  years  of  peace  had 
not  abated  the  gallant  spirit  of  the  navy 
and  the  army  of  England,  and  now  was  the 
time  when  they  could  afford  to  say  to  France 
— ''  We  are  conjoined  with  the  great  powers 
of  Europe  for  the  sake  of  procuring  peace. 
We  can  make  no  concession,  but  we  arc 
actuated  by  an  earnest  desire  to  admit  you 
among  our  number,  that  your  interests  may 
be  consulted,  because  we  entertain  no  wish 
to  endanger  or  lo  curtail  your  power.  We 
entreat  you  now  to  enter  into  our  plans, 
and  to  concur  with  us  in  considering  what 
would  be  most  advantageous  for  the  in- 
terests of  France,  fur  the  interests  of  the 
Porte,  and  of  the  peace  of  Europe."  He 
found  now  an  opinion  upon  the  subjt*ct  of 
the  importance  of  the  maintenance  of  peace 
had  been  expressed  by  the  gallant  (General, 
now  a  minister  of  that  country.  On  the 
17th  July,  1839,  Marshal  Soult  thus 
wrote  to  the  Baron  de  Bourqucney  :— 

*'  In  the  important  crisis  into  which  the 
death  of  Sultan  Mahmoud  has  precipitated  the 
Ottoman  empire,  arising  out  of  the  events 
which  marked  the  last  roonth  of  his  reign,  the 
union  of  the  great  Kurupcan  poweis  can  alone 
offer  a  sufficient  guar.mtec  for  the  niainle- 
naoce  of  peace.  The  communications  ex- 
changed during  the  last  few  weeks  have  fortu- 
nately proved  that  this  agreement  is  as  perfect 
as  possible.  AH  the  cabinets  desire  the  in- 
tegnty  and  independence  of  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire under  the  present  reigning  dynasty.  They 
were  all  disposed  to  employ  their  means  of 
action  and  influence  to  secure  the  maintenance 
of  this  clement,  so  essential  to  the  balance  of 
power,  and  they  would  unhesitatingly  declare 
themselves  against  any  combination  which 
would  affect  that  balance.  Such  an  agreement 
in  opinion  and  resolution  will  be  enough  (no 
one  can  doubt)  to  prevent  any  attempt  being 
made  against  those  nigh  iottrests,  as  well  as  to 
remove  every  feeling  of  anxiety,  the  very  ex- 
istence of  which  already  produces  real  danger, 
in  consequence  of  the  irritation  it  causes  in 
the  public  mind.  The  King's  government  be- 
lieves that  the  cabinets  would  be  adopting  a 
measure  essential  for  the  consolidation  of 
peace  were  they  to  declare,  in  written  docu- 
ments, to  be  mutually  interchanged,  and,  in 
case  of  need,  published  more  or  less  fully,  that 
they  were  actuated  by  such  intentions.  On 
our  part,  we  formally  declare,  that  these  are 
our  invariable  iotentioosi  and  I  authorise  you 


to  transmit  to  Lord  PalmeretoD  a  copy  of  ike 
(iresent  dispatch,  after  communicating  it  to 
him  orally.' 

He  was  confident  that  there  was  not 
one  of  the  four  powers  which  would  not 
express  itself  to  the  same  efiect  upon  the 
importance  of  the  maintenance  of  peace, 
iiiid  it  must  be  admitted,  that  in  the  ex- 
ertions which  had  been  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Ottoman  empire,  no  peculiar  advant- 
age, commercial  or  otherwise  had  actuated 
chose  by  whom  these  steps  had  been  taken, 
l)ut  that  they  had  proceeded  upon  the  be- 
lief, that  the  support  (»f  the  Ottoman  em- 
pire was  one  of  the  great  elements  of  the 
peace  of  Europe.  These  were  some  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  said  it  was  possible 
to  return  to  peace.  He  might  be  doing 
little  good  to  those  of  whom  he  was  speak- 
ing in  saying  that  which  he  did  say ;  but  he 
was  convinced  that  th.*y  were  doing  all 
that  they  could  do  in  the  present  crisis  for 
the  maintenance  of  peace.  If  any  man 
could  af!b*'d  to  give  good  counsel  with  re- 
S|)ect  to  the  maintenance  of  peace,  it  was 
Marshal  .Souh.  If  any  roan,  by  the 
opinions  which  he  had  expresKd,  was 
deeply  concerned  for  the  maintenance  of 
|x:uce,  it  was  M.  Guixot.  If  there  were 
any  two  men  who  would  shun  a  conflicC 
with  England  in  an  unnecessary  war,  he 
should  SUV  it  was  these  two  men.  It  would 
be  a  sdiTifiee  of  truth,  if  he  did  not  express 
his  opinion,  flis  belief  was,  that  they 
were  honest  men,  actuated  by  a  sincere 
desire  Ui  accomplish  the  objects  which  tliey 
profesited.  lie  believed  it  firmly  of  Mar- 
shal Soult,  Ikcause  he  udmirctl  the  nianlv, 
honest  boldness,  with  which  the  old  soldier 
came  forward,  and  when  France  was  agi- 
tated from  one  end  to  another,  declared 
that  he  bore  a  grateful  recollection  of  the 
reception  that  he  had  met  with  in  this 
country — ;i  declaration,  not  the  result  of 
any  persoiuil  vanity,  but  which  he  made, 
because  he  felt  that  in  the  pomp  and  ONig- 
nificence  of  his  reception,  feelings  of  per- 
sonal admiration  of  the  man  were  not  ex- 
hibited, but  that  they  indicated  that  the 
old,  ungenerous  animosity  which  was  en* 
tertained  in  this  country  towards  France 
was  gone^  and  that  we  took  that  op- 
portunity of  showing  the  different  feel- 
ings which  now  prevailed  in  the  coun- 
try. He  believed,  that  it  was  this  whidi 
had  patted  in  his  mind,  and  he  ran  the 
risk  of  injuring  him,  by  the  oompliaieiit 
which  he  paid  him,  when  in  the  British 
House  of  Commons  he  exproaed  a  hope 
that  he  and  M.  Ouixot  might  be 
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ful  iQ  maintaining  peaoe^  and  that,  aided 
by  the  returning  good  sense  of  France^ 
they  might  rescue  both  France  and  Eng- 
land from  the  mischievous  calamity  of  re- 
newed hostilities. 

Mr.  Groie  rose  to  explain.  The  right 
boo.  Baronet^  who  had  just  sat  down,  and 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  of  the  Colo- 
nies, appeared  to  have  understood  him  to 
say,  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  design 
to  occupy  Constantinople  by  Russia  was  a 
sufficient  cause  for  going  to  war  to  prevent 
thai  being  done.  He  had,  however,  ex. 
pressed  no  opinion  pro  or  con ;  but  he  as- 
sumed only  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
many  of  those  who  were  near  him. 

Viscount  Palmerslon:  I  certainly  am  not 
going  to  extend  my  remarks  upon  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  any 
very  great  length ;  but  I  trust  that  I  shall 
be  Me  to  show  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
that  the  objections  which  he  has  made  do 
not  rest  on  any  solid  foundation.  J  am 
happy  to  say,  that  in  much  that  has  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  I  entirely 
concur,  and  especially  in  that  which  fell 
from  him  at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech, 
I  do  most  sincerely  and  entirely  agree.  I 
concur  with  him  in  lamenting  that  the 
course  which  this  transaction  has  tuken 
for  a  time,  and  I  trust  only  for  a  short 
time,  interfered  with  and  interrupted  those 
good  and  friendly  feelings,  which  so  long, 
at  least  during  ten  years,  have  subbisted 
between  England  and  France.  I  agree 
with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  thinking 
that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  not 
merely  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of 
the  two  countries,  but  that  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  Europe  require  that  there 
should  be  a  good  understanding  between 
England  and  France.  I  have  gone  further 
than  the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  this  ques- 
tion, for  I  have  attached  greater  value 
tban  he  has  to  the  close  connection  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  It  has  often 
been  my  lot  to  stand  in  my  place  here, 
and  justify  myself  against  the  charge  of 
attaching  too  much  importance  to  that 
conoection,  but  I  have  always  said  when 
the  topic  has  been  brought  up,  that  the 
alliance  between  France  and  England  rests 
upon  the  interests  of  these  two  countries, 
and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  real 
interests  of  the  former  with  regard  to 
Turkey  are  identical  with  those  of  the 
latter,  and  that  we  have  not  been  pursuing 
our  own  line  of  conduct,  in  reference  to 
Syria,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  justify  any 
rctentmeiit  or  hostility  on  her  part  to- 


wards us.  There  has  been  great  misap- 
prehension in  the  public  mind  in  France 
as  to  the  spirit  of  the  proceeding,  and  the 
tendency  of  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken.  I  am  persuaded  that  when  tb« 
French  nation  come  to  cool  their  temper, 
and  reflect  more  deliberately  upon  the 
principle  upon  which  we  have  acted,  and 
know  and  understand  that  we  have  not 
acted  unfairly  towards  France,  we  shall 
find  the  temper  of  the  French  nation,  as 
regards  England,  return  to  that  frame 
which  we  most  anxiously  desire,  and  from 
which  we  regret  that  it  should  have  de- 
parted. I  feel  glad,  therefore,  that  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  should 
have  shown,  first,  that  in  the  great  inter* 
ests  of  England  both  parties  in  this  House 
concur;  and  that,  whatever  party  rival- 
ship  may  exist  as  to  competition  for  power, 
on  this  point  they  do  not  stand  in  the  way 
of  unity  of  opinion  when  it  is  shown  that 
the  great  interests  of  England  are  at  stake; 
and  also  that,  whatever  may  have  fallen 
from  individuals  formerly  among  the  lead- 
ing men  on  both  sides  of  the  House,  there 
is  a  settled  conviction  and  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  best  and  most  friendly 
feelings  should  exist  between  this  country 
and  France.  I  can  assure  the  House  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  that,  as  on  the  one 
band,  we  should  be  able  to  show  that  no 
efforts  on  our  part  were  omitted  in  the 
course  of  these  transactions  to  obtain  tbe 
co-operation  of  France,  so,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  proper  exertions  will  be  left  un- 
tried to  secure  the  future  good-will  of 
that  country ;  and  I  am  ready  to  admit, 
and  to  declare  that,  possessed  as  France  is, 
of  vast  naval  and  military  power, — placed 
as  she  is  geographically  in  the  centre  of 
Euro])e,  she  cannot  be  excluded  from  the 
great  affairs  of  Europe,  and  that  no  trans- 
action  of  Europe  can  be  completely  or 
securely  settled  unless  she  be  in  one  way 
or  another  a  party  to  it.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  thinks  that  we  did  not  show  sufli- 
cient  court  to  France,  or  place  sufficient 
confidence  in  her  by  not  making  her  ac- 
quainted with  the  intention  of  the  four 
powers  to  conclude  the  treaty  of  July  15. 
I  have  on  former  occasions  discussed  that 
point  in  this  House,  because  it  is  so  en- 
tirely a  mistake  to  say  that  we  allowed 
Parliament  to  separate  last  year  without 
informing  it  of  the  nature  of  the  proceed- 
ings with  reference  to  this  treaty,  that 
upon  two  occasions  it  fell  to  my  lot  to 
enter  into  an  explanation  in  this  House  as 
to  the  course  of  proceeding  with  regard  to 
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cannot  charge  my  memory  as  to  the  period 
when  the  treaty  itself  was  published  in 
the  newspapers — most  probably  not  until 
after  Parliament  had  risen  ;  but  I  believe  it 
was  either  a  day  or  two  before^  or  a  day  or 
two  after.  [Sir  R,  Peel :  No :  it  sat  a  few 
weeks  after.^     I  do  not  remember ;  but  1 
do  not  lay  any  stress  upon  it.     The  point 
I  wished  to  refer  to  was,  the  fact  of  the 
treaty  having    beea    concluded,  and  the 
general  nature  of  it  had  both  become  mat- 
ter of  public  notoriety,  and  had^  on  two 
occamons  been  made  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion in  this  House,  on  the  motion  of  ray 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Kilkenny, 
and  that  therefore  it  is  impossible  to  say 
that  Parliament  had  been  kept  in  igno- 
rance of  the  general  nature  and  bearing  of 
our   engagements.     It  would  have  been 
competent,  in  fact,  for  the  House  to  have 
passed  any  opinion   upon   those   engage- 
ments, either  of  approval  or  of  censure,  of 
any  Member  or  Members,  if  this  House 
had  thought  fit  to  have  afforded  the  oppor- 
tunity.    But  the  right  hon.  Baronet  says, 
thatidthough  the  treaty  could  not  have  been 
laid  before  Parliament  until  ratified  by  the 
other  contracting  powers,  yet  that  there 
was  a  protocol  accompanying  it,  which  an- 
nounced a  determination  that  some  mea- 
sure of  exclusion  should  be  acted  upon, 
even  before  the  treaty  was  ratified.     That 
is  perfectly  true ;  but,  in  the  first  place, 
that  protocol  was  founded  on  the  treaty, 
and  could  not  be  laid  before  Parliament, 
except  with  the  treaty  out    of  which  it 
arose ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  although  the  pleni. 
potentiarics  of  the  four  powers  had  deter- 
mined that  those  measures  should  be  acted 
upon,  yet  that  protocol  was  to  go  to  their 
courts  with  the  treaty,  and  if  they  objected 
to  ratify,  then  there  would  still  have  been 
time  to  notify  that  fact  before  the  orders 
which  had    been   given   could  have  been 
acted  upon  ;  and,  therefore,  that  although 
the  protocol  in  question  was  in  terms  pre- 
cise and  decidedr,  yet  it,  like  the  treaty, 
was  subject  to  the  approval  or  the  disap- 
proval of  the  other  courts,  who  were  par- 
ties to  the  transactions.     Now,  Sir,  with 
regard  to  the  despatch  which  I  wrote  on 
the  2nd  of  November,  I  should  have  wished 
to  have  communicated   that  despatch  to 
the  French  Government  before  the  change 
of  ministry  took  place ;  in  point  of  fact,  it 
was  communicated  a  few  days  afterwards. 
All  I  can  say  is,  that  circumstances  pre- 
vented me  from  writing  that  answer  sooner; 
and  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  the  fact 


of  a  change  of  Government  in  France  was 
any  reason  for  preventing  me  from  putting 
an  answer  on  record  to  arguments  which  I 
could  not  admit,  and  to  which  it  was  ex- 
tremely important  that  there  should  be  a 
recorded  reply.     Sir,  on  the  general  ques- 
tion of  our  policy,  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  rests,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  Mi« 
nisters  to  lay  before  Parliament  such  facts 
as  M'ill  p1a<  e  the  House  in  the  position  of 
having  better  grounds  than  they  now  have 
for  forming  a  conclusion  on  these  matters : 
and  my  noble  Friend,  who  spoke  in  the 
early  part  of  the  evening,  has  stated  in  so 
able  and  impressive  a  manner,  a  general 
outline  of  the  ground  on  which  our  policy 
has  rested,  that  it  is  almost  unnecessary 
for  me  to  do  more  than  refer  to  his  speech 
for    a    full    and     complete   justification. 
Though,  indeed,  it  is  but  fair  to  ourselves 
to    say,  that  with    the   exception  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  London,   and  the  hon. 
Member  for    Kilkenny,    there    is  not,   I 
think,  a  man  in  the  House,  who,  on  general 
grounds,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the  in- 
formation possessed  by  the  House  on  thesub- 
ject,  would  be  disposed  to  raise  any  objec- 
tion to  the  course  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment.    The  state  of  affairs  in  the  Levant, 
for  some   years  past,  has  been  pregnant 
with  immense  danger  to  the  peace  of  the 
world.     The  Sultan  had  for  a  long  time 
been  constantly  menaced  and  attacked  by 
a  subject  who  had  already  grown  too  pow- 
erful to  be  put  down  by  any  means  which 
his  sovereign  could  command  ;  nay,  who 
was  in  a  position  which  rendered  it  im- 
possible to  expect,  that  he  would  longer 
forbear  to  act,  after  open  declarations  which 
showed  not  only  that  he  was  determined  to 
cast  off  his  allegiance,  but  also  greatly  to 
increase    the    range  of  his    aggressions. 
The  Sultan   having  shown  himself  unable 
to  resist  in  the  field  the  attacks  of  the 
Pacha,   it  became  necessary  for  him    to 
throw  himself  upon   some  other  power; 
and   the  only  choice  we  and  the  other 
powers  had,  was  to  give  by  common  con- 
sent to  the  Sultan  the  general   protection 
of  the  powers  of  Europe,  or  to  allow  him, 
as  in  1832,  to  resort  to  the  support  of  one 
power,  which,  by  affording  him  assistance 
under  such  circumstances,    would  after- 
wards require  an  undue  preponderance  in 
its  future  relations  with  Turkey.     Such 
being  the  position  of  the  Sultan,  I  say, 
that  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  inter- 
ests of  this  country  are  deeply  concerned, 
and  not  less  the  interests  of  the  whole  of 
Europe,  and  that  the  object  of  the  policy 
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murmttC  WW  Uf  avert  rvsnt*  whicli  niuBi 

vrhiOMi^  liHvt-  iiivuivf?tl  tliL*  ^nmx   |Niwurf 

k  vBi^  MTifiitf  liifiicultiisfc.    But  thuL  h  » 

tf ,  -^^  Tfiij  fiuffln  lint,  Ufvmewsr  inijiurtttiit 

jnBiL  niiifiit  thnk  tin-  «iuiHuc!  li >  iie.  ti>  lutFc 

■»yiH""-  jb  tiiii  cfuixw:  w  jNiiiry  luidcir  tbe 

tM^faeLutti  Iff  J  miiiii^  inauiiif  yuu  were-  in- 

^OBflsbig  dii;  visrt  diui|Ksr  iif  wur^  « iiick  wu 

wffit  w».  vimr  ulyoctt  tn  inwiait."     NW. 

is  tin-  imc  jitaat.  I  snr,  ttua  in  jj]  cnr 

■nmiiiif'     diplimuicir     tnousiicticiDs     'vjtli 

timiiab.  xW  iriiKa  f «k»  jmd  c^ diocMtt  vLicii 

ifttt  Ymi  fikcied  foi  nsouoid.  cnitrtM  us  to 

■HiiTTii^  iluA  Isuiirt  ciULid  itfC,  iritLiot  a 

<Ac9^icjDuai  tif  ber  <*«]!  |ffUKi|ilcf;.  jAd  a 

Aifiiufljun  dipflBi  )ier  «i«ra  pwMaoBS.  take 

i|p    lOVtt  ni    »|fv«t  «f  tbe   PKba  and 

^V*'!"'*^  <ikr  $<B}uiB ;  ad  if  i^  did  not  do 

^  tkn  1  A-aocm  tkat  b^  Autlier  ques- 

«M  CNiJid  ariie.  tkaa  UmiI   looie   would 

tiMi  :ka«  i^  (sfttTTrar  w«s  a  more  diffi- 

Oili  «ttt  Uiu  «Y  li^  cakuUted  on,  and 

ifcal  wur  aitPraMj  onw  vi  cvenrion  were 

wt  SHtlk-Mi  u»  Axumpltsh  the  purpose 

««kfeiin«tew.    ^Ar.  the  r«$ult  has  proved 

tkat  ^w;  uJ^wutKNi  and  opinions  on  the 

^ulytv^  wwf  KniMrr  fouudetl,  because  wc 

iitf<  M»h  >iK\xviM  tx>  an  extent  beyond  all 

IIn'  tVl^tjaxsird'  VI  tW>e  who  underrated 

llftwr  yi|ftt««M«iK  Wl   I  may  fairlv  also  say, 

Ih^x  Mtr  MKWw.  « i»  wsfcv  rapici  than  any 

jMCOw^N  «^v«  iIwm;  «W»«vre  the  iMfst  in- 

|giiiNh>l  4A^:  iJnr  MfiV^e\t  oHihl  have  been 

wkaiftcd  )»   c\}>cvtin|(.      but  why  has  it 

liM«i  Sk*  .^     Fiw  tht*  %er)  ivoaun  which  ought 

%»  RWiMiiMrud  the  cnuriie  of  iN>Iicy  to  my 

Won.  Frieud»  the  Member  for  Kilkenny, 

bevause  we  vtvre  aMsisting  u  willing  iieo- 

p)e  ill  ri'licving  them  from  a  slavery  which 

they  A»uiid  to  be  intolerable,  and  in  aidiujj^ 

tbeiu  to  a*turu  U»  their  allegiani-c.     Tor  if 

th«  |ieopk  of  Syria  had  not  to  a  man  (>een 

anxious  to  return  under  tlie  Sultan,  and 

g«l  rid  of  the  rule  of  the  K^yptians,  the 

•iiuadroii  and  the  marines  which  we  hail 

MU  the  i^oast  would  not  havo  been  siiflieient 

to  accoiuplish    that    result  which  it  has 

Ik0u  our  giHMl  fortune  to  realiae.     I'hcrc- 

fw^  it  is,  I  say,  that  wo  ukc  credit  on 

goud  grounds  I    first,  in   thinking,    tliat 

what  we  were  about  would   not  disturb 

the  |>Mce  of  Europe ;  and.  secondly,  that 

ve  were  not  undeitaking  an  objettt  which 

we  had   not  the  means   to  accomplish. 

Now,  Sir»  although  undoubtedly  great  ir- 

rlution  hu  been  craated  in  France  by  the 

iHiuree  which  the  four  powers  hafe  felt 

Ihsuisulve*  bound  to  take,  yet  I  feel  bound 

1m  Miy,  ihat  if  the  same  pains  had  been 

UkKW  Ui  enlightto  and  inform  the  public 


iquuifm  uf  Francse  at*  ti*  the  uatiire  of  the 
rrnxsut  tnuittBCTtiuufk,  luid  the  Hfunt  in  vhkh 
thiT  hare  keen  couceircd,  a^  lufv  heco 
taktni  T4*  mkikiid  tiiem.  and  esdtc  um- 
fiHUided  jealoQsj  and  gmandiess  animcMty, 
I  JOB  cxmnuoBd,  that  the  interruptkio 
vluuh  has  QnlDrtuBatelf'  for  the  oioment 
taken  place  in  the  good  anderstaoding 
between  the  two  ooua tries,  either  would 
ool  hare  exkted  at  all,  or  if  it  did  esiftt,  it 
would  kaf«  been  infinitely  let»,  and  in  a 
mocii  more  mitigated  degree.  Sir,  I  shall 
iKiC  on  the  present  occmtion  go  into  those 
d«r tails  and  minor  piiuts  in  the  arrange- 
meot  to  which  my  hon.  Frieod,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Kilkenny,  has  referred,  or  I  might 
advert  to  many  points  which  he  will  nod 
explained,  when  the  papers  are  laid  before 
him.  1  shall  then  be  ready,  when  the 
Hfrtise  are  in  possession  of  full  infor- 
mation, to  go  into  a  more  detailed  ex- 
planation, which  will  then  be  more  easily 
understoiMl  by  the  House.  I  will  only 
add,  that  it  atibrds  me  great  satihfaction 
to  think,  that  if  my  hou.  Friend  docs  put 
to  the  vote  the  amendment  which  he  lias 
read  to  the  House,  he  is  not  likely  to  have 
a  very  large  or  numerous  fiarty  to  support 
it.  if  I  were  inclined  to  criticise  his  ad- 
dress on  the  same  principles  as  those  on 
which  he  has  criticised  ours*  I  think  1 
might  |K)int  out  almobt  us  many  matters 
that  ought  to  be  touche<l  on  as  he  has  al- 
leged against  our  S|)eech  and  Address. 
Sir,  1  sliall  not  further  detain  the  House. 
1  can  only  again  re|>c«it,  that  if  we  did 
not  advi.se  the  (*rown  to  include  in  the 
S|ieech  from  the  Throne,  ai^y  expression  of 
regret  that  France  wai»  not  a  |>arty  to  the 
treaty,  it  was  not  bccau.M:  we  did  not  feel 
that  regret,  or  that  we  thought  the  House 
would  not  resfMind  to  it,  hut  because,  as  I 
ap))rehend,  it  would  have  lieeii  unusual, 
and  iuconsihtent  with  the  onlinary  princi- 
ples on  whicli  Speeches  fn»m  the  Throne 
are  usually  framed,  to  have  expressed  re- 
gret at  an  interruption  of  a  good  under- 
standing,  which  had  not  been  marked  by 
any  diplomatic  event.  If  either  country 
had  withdrawn  its  minister,  and  had  thus 
interrupted  the  diplomatic  relations  of  the 
two  c*ountric*s,  then  it  would  hare  been  a 
public  act,  of  which  the  Crown  might  hare 
taken  notice  in  the  S|)eccli  from  the 
Throne.  But  for  the  Crown  merely  to 
hare  taken  notice  of  tlie  irritation  which 
has  lieen  manifested  in  various  ways  would 
not  have  been  consistent  with  the  ordinary 
course  of  proceeding,  in  framing  a  docu- 
ment of  t&at  kind.    If  the  right  boa.  Ba* 
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ronet  thinks  the  omisstoD  to  which  he  al- 
luded im plies  any  want  of  regret  on  the 
part  of  her  Majesty *8  advisers,  I  can  as- 
sure him  for  myself,  and  equally  for  all  my 
colleagues,  that  the  regret  which  he  has 
expressed  is  sincerely  sliared  by  us,  and 
that  we  confidently  hope,  that  before  any 
length  of  time  elapses,  we  shall  find  the 
present  irritation  of  feeling  in  France 
had  subsided,  and  that  France  has  re- 
turned to  her  natural  and  proper  position 
in  Europe,  and  that  the  good  understand- 
ing which  has  arisen  out  of  the  common 
fundamental  interests  of  the  two  countries, 
will  be  found  to  have  returned  to  its  for- 
mer condition. 

Amendment  necativcd. 

Address  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee. 


##^*  «»«>«  ##««  • 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Wednesday,  January  27,  1841. 

Ml NUTBS.]    Nbvt  PKBM.~The  Buhop  of  Chicheft€r,  and 
Ltord  Arden,  took  thdr  Seats. 

The  House  only  met  to  carry  up  the 
Address  to  her  Majesty. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Wednesday,  January  27,  1841. 

lfiNUTis.3  Nbw  Mbmbbbs. — Henry  Bruen,  Esq.,  for 
Carlow  County ;  and  Mark  Blake,  E^.,  for  Mayo  ditto. 

Nkw  Writs.  For  Reigatc,  Vice  Viscount  Eastaor,  become 
Barl  Somers. 

Bills.     Read  a  first  time : —Constabulary. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Mr.  G.  R.  Phillips,  from  Parishes 
in  the  Dlooese  of  Hereford,  against  any  further  Grant  to 
Maynooth  College. — ^By  Mr.  E^asthope,  from  Leicester, 
against  Church  Rates.— By  Sir  R.  H.  Inglis,  from  Bishops 
Stortford,  comphuning  of  Idolatrous  Practioeb  in  India. 
— By  C^italn  Pechell,  firom  Monmouth,  for  the  Reform- 
atioa  of  Kodeiiastical  Courts. 


Address — Report.]  The  Report  on 
the  Address  brought  up ;  it  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time ;  on  the  question  that  it 
be  agreed  to, 

Sir  72.  H.  Inglis  was  anxious  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  remarkable  omission  in 
her  Majesty's  Speech  from  the  Throne,  as 
also  in  the  speeches  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  who  spoke  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  last  night.  It  had  been  complained 
of  last  night,  that  no  mention  had  been 
made  of  France  in  the  Speecli  from  the 
Throne;  but  the  omission  to  which  he 
was  DOW  about  to  allude  was  of  a  matter 
nearer  home,  and  of  much  deeper  interest 
to  this  country.     He  believed,  that  every 


Member  present  would  anticipate  that  k9 
wished  to  refer  distinctly  to  the  repeal  ques- 
tion in  Ireland.     He  wished  that  her  M«« 
jesty's  Ministers  had  advised  her  Majesty 
to  express  an  opinion  on  that  subject.  But 
even  if  any  consideration  coukl  have  iq* 
duced  them  to  have  fiassed  it  over  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  no  such  con* 
sideration  could  have  justified  them,  as 
he  thought,  in  maintaining  that  studied 
silence  on   the   matter  which    they  had 
maintained    during  the   night.      It   was 
true,  that  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne  could  com- 
prehend every  subject  of  ceneral  interest 
on  which  Parliament  might  have  to  de« 
cide  in  the  course  of  the  Session.     But 
he  would  ask  any  Minister  of  the  Crowoi 
or  any  Member  of  the  House,  to  state  any 
one  subject  of  greater  impoortance  to  tlie 
tranquillity  and    safety    of    the  empirej 
than   that  agitation  with  regard  to  the 
Union  which   now   prevailed  among  tbo 
whole  community  in  Ireland.    Was  the 
subject  looked  upon  as  too  incousideraWej 
or  as  having  no  direct   bearing  on   the 
tranquillity  of  the  empire  ?      The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin^  whom 
he  did  not  then  see  in  his  place,  would 
hardly  agree  with  Ministers  in  saying  that 
the  subject  on  which  he  had  almost  staked 
his  political  existence  was  one  of  minor 
importance.     Either  the  Ministry  would 
credit  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  or 
they  would  not.     If  they  were  inclined  to 
believe  that  hon.  and  learned  Member  and 
a  near  connection  of  his  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  agitation,  50,000  men 
had  assembled  on  one  occasion^    100,000 
on  another,  200,000  in  Cork,  and  300,000 
in  Kilkenny,  taking  part  in  the  proceed- 
ings. He  would  ask  the  noble  Lord  and  hon. 
Gentlemen    opposite,    whether,    if  those 
statements  were  correct,  it  were  fit  that 
the  subject  should  have  been  passed  over 
unnoticed  by  her  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
the  Speech  they  recommended  her  Majesty 
to  address  to  the  House  P     Or  was  it  con- 
sidered^ on  the  other  hand,  that  the  ques- 
tion did  not  involve  the  peace  and  tran* 
quillity  of  the  empire?     Why,  her  Ma- 
jesty's representative  in  Ireland  seemed  to 
think  that  the  mere  agitation  of  the  ques- 
tion involved  the  tranquillitv  of  the  second 
city  of  that  country,  and  he  had  accord- 
ingly despatched  troops  thither,  in  order 
to  enable  the  civil  autnorities  fo  maintain 
the  public  peace  when  the  matter  came 
under    discussion.     There   was  also  an- 
other question  which  he  wished  to  put  to 
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[ion  on  (he  labjecl,  lie  coDcaived  that  tht 
tiroprif  ty  or  doing  to  depended  upon  «he. 
ilier  or  not  *uch  a  declaraiion  would  be 
.idvantBgeoui  and  expedient;  and  cer- 
tainly in  liroe  or  formidable  a^talion  on 
ihe  lubJFCt  it  might  be  expedient  to  ad- 
vise the  Crown  in  make  auch  a  declara- 
tion, but  at  other  time*  he  thought  that 
inch  a  declaration  woulrt  rather  add  im- 
portance lo  ihe  cry  at  the  moment,  and 
lead  Id  *uch  agilalion  being  loo  rnqnenily 
repeated,  which  he  ihoaghi  ii  waa  highly 
expedient  lo  B*oid.  Upon  ibeae  conai- 
ilerniions,  therefore,  he  had  not  ihoaght 
tight   to   recommend   her    Majeaiy  to 


her  Majeaty'a  Miniitert.  Ths  hon.  and ' 
iMTUcd  Member  fiir  DuUin  had  dfBtinctly 
•tated,  that  the  repea)  queKtion  waa  now  a 
vital  oofl.  and  that  every  nnn  nuat  either 
be  a  Conaerratire  or  Repealer.  He  would 
Mk  the  noble  Lord  whetbor  he  would  ac- 
cept that  alternative — be  would  aak  htm 
whether  he  were  content  with  it?  And 
then  he  would  atk  the  noMe  Lord  waa  be 
a  CuuBOTTatlvo  or  wan  ho  a  Kepealer  t  The 
time  wax  cumo,  aaid  the  Imn.  and  learned 
Member  tor  Dublin,  when  i-very  man  muat 
make  hi*  election.  Had  ihe  noble  Lord 
made  hi*  choice— waa  he  a  ConwrTalivc 

w   a    Roiwiler?     Or.   if  the  noble  Lord     .    .  „ ._  „ 

w*  "^TP*  ^J""'   '"«?•*''*•  ",™  '*'*'  I  meke  any  allu'ion  to  this  aubjecl  in  her 


net  cunSdv  in  the  hon.  and  learned  Meoi' 
bef  Air  UuUia,  mtouU  be  expreea  that 
Wiwt  «ri<oN6dewceb«fi)nthe  Houae^  Were 

lilillialenKewued  to  take  their  atand  upon 
lhiBi|uea(K>tt^  ThvKM-Mild  be  no  moral 
«h«ht  theT  wet*.     He  wm»  tvatideat  they 


Speech  from  the  Throne  on  the  prcaeot 
occafioo.  Hi»  hon.  Friend  had  aaked 
him  rather  a  aiogulat  qneetion  upon  the 
authority  of  a  poaitioo  elated  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin — oamely, 
all  men  were  either  Conscrrati*' 


>W«Me.«lwUthe«tuati««whKhtheyttow    ^^        ^         ,   „,(ea,ent  which   the   hon. 
h«hl  H»k«»  they  WW  detwmieed  to  rtand  ■  ^|,^^,  „««r«l  .»  «„.iH«  .«  h.  ™. 


ee  hll  by  the  ituiKrttMi  ot  t^ 

why  mittDiy  »*'     l\tf  i3mM  Ktlber  havr 


n.  <  Baronet  appeared  le  eoniider  to  be  con- 
claMve.  It  might  be  ao  to  the  boo.  Ba- 
tvnrt,  who  might  put  implicit  faith  ii 


>t.>u.l    _i    i..    tW..    iViI*™..    <vHM--k    .>r    m     "™«,  wno  oiigui  pai  iai|>in;ii  wid  in  uij 


K">r~~'  rxs."  x-.;:t«x  ^  ^'-^-dttv^  t'^r^ 

flvtH  Ihvw,  auU  <ii«v«\-Ullv  ftvw*  the  W*kr    "?  ""f* 
vJftb4tHy«»i;.  twi  «'*hi;wv*i!dhat-«h««    [^•J'.'J 
WC.t  NktUbhtviy  tv  the  y«<,>^-.  aad  h«  Us 
ltw\«U  \v  v^My  tuditiduitt  lu  that  HMkxr. 
VJMV^i  wrtMjM  the  hi,tu.  kmI  knarued  Mew- 
Wr  Iw  UuUiu.      til'  wMtM  iH>t  advert  ti> 

IhlNHt  IMUUt*   iu  iIm  SjllMH'h  ou  «hit'h  uM- 

V't\<ul  di«'Uwii<u  tk>uk  |datv  Iwl  uight.  far- 
ther thaw  ti>  aay  that  he  cutiivty  imu- 
vtirtwk  iu  all  thut  had  fidku  frtuu  the 
right  hwu.  BuotK-t  (8ir  Robert  \\v\}.  with 
rea)iM't  to  the  ouiiaaioi)  uf  the  name  of 
Fr«ui» — au  omifcii>u  which,  he  thought 
mifhl  haw  Wn  aupplied  without  anv 
hiaa  lo  our  nalioual  dignity,  and  with 
|Ceat  advantage  to  the  ^liug  and  peace 
Of  the  country. 

Loid  Jok*  Hustttl  laid,  that  he  cer- 
tainly bad  not  ibought  it  neceuary  to 
Bake  any  atalement  to  the  House  reapect- 
iflg  Ihe  agitated  quealioo  of  the  repeal  of 
the  union.  lie  conceived,  that  hii  opin- 
ioDi   upon   Uiia  aubject   were  sufficienll) 


uy  wat,  that  he  wa«  not  prepared  I 

ivpk.  and  ihetefore  be  held 
OD  the  preaent  occaaion  from 
dei.'Urin;  himM^If  either  a  Conaerrativa  or 
a  Kepe^ler.  But  he  wooM  now  pat  a 
i]ue«iion  to  hit  hon.  Friend,  in  return,  re- 
i|iecling  the  movement  of  certain  Inopa 
ti  BelfaX,  which  were  to  moved  in  conae- 
quence  of  a  threat  or  announcement 
which  had  been  held  out  by  certain  per- 
»ni,  that  if  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  made  hit  proposed  journey 
to  Belfast  there  would  be  a  violent  reaiat- 
ance  lo  hi*  progreat,  and  that  a  riot  and 
breach  of  the  peace  would  in  all  probe- 
bilily  be  the  reaull.  Now,  he  begged  to 
a«k  the  hon.  Baronet  if  he  could  inform 
him  whether  Ibeie  ibreata  were  made  by 
CoDaemiivea  or  Repealera  ?  If  by  Re- 
pealera,  he  ihoold  not  have  thought  they 
would  have  made  ao  violent  an  oppoailion 
lo  the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin;  but  if 
by  Conaervaitrei,  it  teemed  to  him  t 


well   known  ;    and  hU  noble  Friend  the    ■   "T   «'<'    exhibition   of    Conterralive  . 

Lord-lieutenant   of  Ireland   bad  recently    prineiplct— a  very  odd  way  of  preaerriog 

expreaaed  himaelf  00  the  aubject  in  a    ••>«    !»««■      Pe*»P«    »"•    ho".   Fnend 


manner  which  might  be  taken  to  convey 
the  declared  opinion  o(  her  Majetty't  Go- 
vernmeol.  With  respect  to  the  policy  ol 
tdviaing  her  Majeaty  to  make  a  declart- 


FrienJ 

would  favour  him  with  a  dcfinilioa  of  bia 
viewi  on  thit  subject. 

Report  agreed  lo.     To  be  presented  10 
her  Mjjeaty  at  Buckingham  Patmce. 
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Standing  Orders.  —  Petitions.] 
The  usual  Sessional  standing  orders  were 
moTed, 

On  that  relating  to  petitions^ 

Lord  Stanley  suggested  that  those  pe- 
titions ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  House, 
without  reference  to  the  committee  on  pe- 
titions, should  have  a  mark  of  privacy  put 
on  them  to  this  degree,  that  they  should 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  Members  only. 
It  was  desirable  that  Members  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  sifting  the  allega- 
tions of  some  petitions,  but  it  was  equally 
desirable  that  charges  should  not  be  cir* 
culated  throughout  the  country  under  the 
sanction  of  their  privileges  which  the  par- 
ties affected  bad  no  opportunity  of  refu- 
ting. 

Lord  John  Russell :  There  had  cer- 
tainly been  greater  abuse  of  the  privilege 
of  printing  petitions  in  the  manner  repre- 
sented by  the  noble  Lord  than  in  the 
printing  of  any  other  of  their  records.  It 
was  a  question  whether  they  should  not 
adhere  to  the  practice  of  sending  all  pe- 
titions to  the  committee,  unless  in  some 
cases  of  great  urgency. 

Mr.  O'Connell  observed,  that  it  was 
only  in  cases  of  urgency  that  the  rule  was 
DOW  departed  from.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  there  should  be  a  separate  committee 
for  the  consideration  of  petitions  contain- 
ing criminatory  matter,  and  that  that 
committee  should  have  the  power  of  de- 
ciding on  the  question  of  printing. 

Viscount  Howick :  The  experience  of 
every  Gentleman  for  the  last  Session  must 
convince  him  that  they  were  rapidly  re- 
lapsing into  the  old  and  condemned  prac- 
tice as  regarded  the  presentation  of  peti- 
tions. Whenever  a  Gentleman  wished  to 
call  particular  attention  to  any  complaint, 
no  matter  bow  ill-founded,  he  presented  a 
petition  according  to  the  usual  rule,  and 
it  was  appended  without  opposition  to  the 
votes.  The  committee  on  printed  papers, 
of  which  he  was  chairman,  recommended 
that  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  remedy 
this  evil. 

Mr.  Goulburn:  If  petitions  containing 
charges  were  sent  to  the  committee  up- 
stairs, he  did  not  see  that  they  could  ex- 
clude any  portion  without  special  instruc- 
tions. In  that  way  the  objection  as  to 
publicity  would  remain  as  strong  as  ever. 
The  only  remedy  in  his  mind  was  to  print 
such  petitions  for  the  use  of  Members 
onlv. 

Sir  R,  Inglis  thought  that  all  petitions 


should  be  referred  to  the  committee, 
giving  them  a  discretion  as  to  the  selec* 
tion  of  parts  for  publication. 

Sir  R,  Peel  doubted  whether  the  House 
would  be  willing  to  delegate  such  a  power. 
The  best  security  against  abuse  was  in  hit 
opinion,  the  vigilance  and  precaution  of 
the  House  and  of  the  Member  present- 
ing any  petition.  He  concurred,  there- 
fore, in  the  proposal  of  bis  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Stanley). 

Mr.  Hume:  It  would  be  well  if  notice 
were  given  the  previous  day  of  the  pre- 
sentation of  any  petition  that  was  to  be 
brought  forwaid,  and  that  it  contained 
criminatory  matter. 

Mr.  fVakiey :  knew  that  persons  en- 
trusted petitions  to  Members  who,  after 
the  accusatory  matter  was  mentioned  in 
the  House,  said  their  object  was  gained, 
and  they  did  not  desire  to  push  the  matter 
farther.  This  was  a  gross  breach  of  the 
obligation  by  which  every  Member  should 
feel  himself  bound.  Every  Membershould 
certainly  satisfy  himself  that  there  was  at 
least  some  good  ground  for  bringing  incul- 
patory allegations  under  the  notice  of  Par- 
liament. If  the  suggestion  of  the  noble 
Lord  were  acted  on,  the  accused  party 
would  be  shut  out  from  a  knowledge  of 
the  facts  affecting  him. 

Lord  Stanley :  His  desire  was  to  pre- 
vent a  general  circulation.  But  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  an  individual  Mem- 
ber from  apprising  the  accused  party  of 
the  charges  miide  against  him. 

Order  as  usual  made. 

Standing  Orders — Midnight  Sit- 
tings.] On  the  Order  for  regulating  the 
proceedings  of  the  House, 

Mr.  Brother  ton  objected  to  the  intro- 
duction of  any  new  business  after  twelve 
o'clock.  This  proposition  appeared  to 
him  so  reasonable,  that  he  could  not  be- 
lieve it  would  be  opposed.  Whatever 
might  be  the  feeling  of  that  House  with 
respect  to  limiting  the  duration  of  their 
proceedings,  he  was  quite  convinced  that 
the  feeling  of  the  country  did  not  approve 
of  their  late  proceedings.  They  often 
boasted  of  the  wisdom  of  their  ancestors. 
Their  ancestors  wisely  legislated  in  the 
day-time.  All  the  Legislatures  of  Europe, 
and  of  the  United  States,  did  the  same. 
It  was  objected  by  some  honourable  Mem- 
bers, that  the  adoption  of  his  rule  would 
lengthen  the  Session ;  but  he  was  of 
opinion,   that  the   principal   effect  of  it 
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iMr.  Euart  seconded  the  motion.  He 
thought  that  late  siltint^n  pics<iod  with 
pi'cutitir  sevrrity  upon  tlioso  hon.  Mem- 
lieis  who  attended  to  their  duties  in  the 
day  time  upon  com  mil  tecs.  It  was 
alle^tid,  that  if  the  House  adopted  the 
proposition  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sal- 
ford,  it  would  soon  be  found  necessary  to 
meet  at  an  earlier  hour,  which  wouht  be 
very  inconvenient  to  lawyers  and  mer- 
ch.nils,  who  were  Mend>ers  of  that  House  ; 
but  he  could  not  admit,  that  the  conve- 
nience of  those  GcntliMncii  ou(;ht  to  be  put 
in  ronipctitiun  with  the  public  interests. 
If  the  llouso  of  (Commons  were  to  rise  at 
an  earlier  hour,  it  would  vrry  soon  pioduce 
an  ctfcct  on  the  customs  of  society ;  for 
it  muld  not  bo  doubted  that  the  late 
houis  which  distin<^uishod  Knglish  society 
from  that  of  uvcry  other  country  wore  the 
result  of  the  protracted  sittin«;s  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  practice  .ilso  produced  a  bad 
effect  in  the  public  oOict  <,  for  there  busi- 
ness was  raiely  transacted  until  one  oVluck 
in  the  dav.  It  would  bif  better  on  every 
uci'oiint  to  sit  itt  one  o'cli>ck  in  the  day, 
as  in  the  time  of  Sir  II.  W.dpole.  Would 
it  n«>t  strike  u  foicij^ner  wlih  iistonishment 
to  witncks  the  dorniaul  l<c;islation  which 
was  transacted  in  that  House  at  a  late 
Ikhii  ?  Oil  one  bench  a  Secretary  to  the 
'rii:isiiiy  nii)*ht  be  st'eii  •  Nteiiilefj  at  full 
length :  on   another    a   N'  cietary   to    the 
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.^at<  r:i,:y  iiike  renmbent ;  on  another  a 

vj'.'Rv'ivH  armv  official ;  and  on  another 

;  >u.niutd  President  of  the  Board  ofCoit- 

:•.  I.     Lasc  "^es^ion,  when  a  question  was 

iJurtrssed  to   the  S»:cretdry    for    Forei|;n 

\riaiis,    it  was   founil    that    he    was  fast 

i»leep.     These  were  unseemly  incidents, 

which  could  not  occur  under  a  d liferent 

system. 

.Mr.  Briscoe  supported  the  motion.  Fie 
referred  to  the  day  legislation  of  Fiance 
and  .America,  and  said,  it  wuiild  tjeiter 
become  the  .Mr-mbers  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  follow  that  example  than  to 
waste  their  time  and  constitutions  in  idle 
declamations  and  contentions. 

Lord  John  Fiuftseli  said,  th,it  this  ques- 
tion had  been  severul  times  discussed,  and 
he  had  never  l)een  able  to  perceive  that, 
l)y  the  adoption  of  the  rule  which  the  hon. 
Meml>er  for  Sal  ford  proposed,  the  House 
would  be  enabled  cither  to  do  more  busi- 
ness, or  to  do  it  more  efficiently  ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  Ixlieved  that  the  establish- 
nieiit  of  the  rule  would  cau<e  business  to 
be  post))r)iied  day  after  day,  which  at  pre- 
sent wa*(  transacted  conveniently  and 
well.  The  hon.  Member  for  WiMran 
seemed  to  think  that  the  assistance  of 
lawyers  and  merchants  and  others  mlirht 
be  of  no  advantati^e;  but,  for  his  part,  he 
doubted  very  murli  whether  the  debates 
would  be  shortened,  or  the  business  trans- 
acted as  cHicientlv,  i(  lawyers  took  no 
part  in  the  discussions  on  legal  points, 
merchants  in  those  connected  with  trade, 
and  olHcial  Members  in  those  relating  to 
official  details.  If  such  discussions  were 
carried  on  in  the  absence  of  the  cLtsses 
of  Members  to  whom  he  had  referred,  the 
House  collectively  would  lack  much  of 
the  information  which  it  was  essential  It 
should  possess.  He  did  not  wifh  to  un- 
derrate the  elo(|ucnce  or  talent  for  debate 
displayed  by  the  members  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress  or  the  French  Chambers, 
but  there  really  couM  be  no  comparison 
between  the  amount  of  business  done  in 
Congress  (which,  after  all,  was  not  the 
Lei^isLitureof  thecountrv^orin  the  French 
Chambers,  and  that  transacted  in  the 
House  of  Coininons. 

.Mr.  0*ConnrH  said,  tliat  there  was  a 
great  difference  )>etween  getting;  through 
business  and  doini;  it.  He  bebcved,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  «:ot  throur;h  more 
busini'ss  than  the  Fr<  nch  Chamlvers,  but 
he  doiililed  wlitther  thev  did  as  much.  \ 
iiuiiiber  of  Acts  of  Fatliament  were  passed 
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erery  year  which  never  received  proper 
cootideratioD.  The  objection  which  the 
noble  liOrd  had  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
lawyers  and  merchants  would  apply  only 
to  those  who  resided  in  London ;  for  by 
others  the  inconvenience,  if  any,  was 
already  endured.  .But  in  any  case  the 
public  interests  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed 
to  the  convenience  of  any  man.  It  was 
notorious  that  at  present  dve  Members 
might,  by  acting  in  concert,  prevent  any 
business  from  being  proceeded  with ;  and 
the  adoption  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Sal- 
ford's  resolution  would  only  have  the 
effect  of  relieving  Members  from  the  odium 
of  resorting  to  such  a  course.  He  would 
support  the  motion  in  the  hope  that  it 
might  have  the  effect  of  compelling  the 
House  to  return  to  common-sense  hours 
of  doing  business.  As  a  proof  of  the  bad 
effect  of  protracted  sittings  on  the  health 
of  Members,  he  might  mention  that  the 
late  Speaker  informed  him  that  the  last 
six  weeks  of  a  Session  in  which  the  House 
sat  late,  were  more  prejudicial  than  all  the 
previous  part  of  the  Session. 

Mr.  Hume  approved  of  the  motion,  and 
suggested  that  the  House  should  adopt  a 
rule  to  prevent  the  debate  being  adjourned 
for  more  than  a  single  night  beyond 
that  in  which  it  commenced.  It  must 
have  occurred  to  every  one  who  had 
watched  the  discussions  in  that  House, 
that,  after  the  second  night  of  debate,  no 
new  matter  was  ever  introduced.  If  his 
suggestion  were  acted  upon,  it  would 
cause  Members,  who  now  postponed  their 
speeches  to  a  late  hour,  to  speak  early 
in  the  evening. 

The  House  divided ;  Ayes  31  ;  Noes 
130:--.Majority  99. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 


Aglionby,  H.  A, 
Baines,  E. 
Blake,  M. 
Blakemore,  R. 
Briscoe,  J   I. 
Corhally,  M.  R. 
Dashwood,  G.  H. 
Hector,  C.  J. 
Hume,  J. 

Jackson,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Jaroet,  W. 
Morris,  D. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Connell,  D, 
O'Connell,  J. 
0*Connell,  M.  J. 
O'CoDor,  Don 


Palmer,  G. 
Pluroptre,  J.  P. 
Piyme,  G. 
Salwey,  Colonel 
Staunton,  Sir  G,  T. 
Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Style,  Sir  C. 
Turner,  W. 
Wakley,  T. 
Walker,  R. 
White,  A. 
Wilbraham,  G. 
Williams,  W. 
Yates,  J.  A. 

TELLERS. 

Brotherton,  J, 
Ewart,  W, 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Ainsworth,  P. 
Baring,  rt.hn,  F.  T. 
Baring,  H.  B. 
Barnard,  E*  G. 
Berkeley,  hon.  C. 
Bewes,  T. 
Blackburne,  I. 
Blake,  W.J, 
Botfield,  B. 
Bowes,  J. 
Broadley,  H. 
Broad  wood,  II. 
Brownrigg,  S. 
Bruges,  W.H.  L. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burroughes,  H.  N. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Carew,  hon.  R.  S. 
Clay,  W. 
Clements,  II.  J. 
Clive,  E.  B. 
Clive,  hon.  R.  H. 
Cochrane,  Sir  T.  J. 
Compton,  H.  C. 
Courtney,  P. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Dalrymple,  Sir  A. 
D'Eyncourt,  rt.  hon. 

C.T. 
Disraeli,  B. 
Divett,  E, 
Duncan,  Viscount 
Duncombe,  T, 
Easthope,  J. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  £. 
Estcourt,  T. 
Evans,  W, 
Fielden,  W. 
Fitzroy,  hon.  II. 
Fort,  J. 

Freraantle,SirT. 
Freshfield,  J.  W. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnes 
Gisborne,  T. 
Gordon,  R. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rf,  hn.  Sir  J. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Grimsditch,  T. 
Ilastie,  A. 
Hawes,  B. 
Hawkes,  T. 
Ileneage,  G.  W. 
Henniker,  Lord 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Herries,  rt.  hn.  J.  C. 
Hinde,  J,  II. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Ilodges,  T.  L. 
Hodgson,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 


Iloskins,  K. 
Howard,  hn.  E.G.G. 
Howick,  Viscount 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
Hurt,  F. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Irtoo,  S, 
Irving,  J. 
Kemble,  H. 
Knatchbull,  right  hon« 

SirE. 
Knightley,  Sir  C. 
Laboochera,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W,  S. 
Lefroy,  right  bon,  T. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lushington,  C, 
Mackinnon,  W,  A. 
Macnamara,  Major 
Mahon,  Viscount 
Melgund,  Viscount 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Mony penny,  T.  G. 
Muittz,  G.  F. 
Ord,  W. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Palmerston,  Viscount 
Parker,  J. 
Parker,  M. 
Pattison,  J. 
Peel,  rt  hon.  Sir  R. 
Perceval,  Colonel 
Philips,  M. 
Planta,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Pringle,  A. 
Redington,  T.  N. 
Richards,  R. 
Round,  J. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Scarlett,  hon.  J.  Y. 
Scale,  Sir  J.  H. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Shaw,  right  hon.  F. 
Shelborne,  F^arl  of 
Sheppard,  T. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Sotheron,  T.  E. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stanley,  hon.  W.  O, 
Stansfield,W.  R.  C. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Strutt,  E. 

Talfourd,  Mr.  Serg. 
Tancred,  H.  W. 
Thorneley,  T. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Villiers,  Viscount 
Vivian,  Major  C. 
Waddinglon,  H.  S. 
Wilshere,  W. 
Winninglon,  Sir  T.  E. 
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Wodehouse,  £. 
Young,  J. 


TELLERS. 

Stanley.  K,  J. 
Smith,  V. 


Standing    Orders  —  Committees  on 
Private  Billb.]}  Mr.  Etvarl  said,  that  the 
reform  he  proposed  related  to  the  judical, 
not  the  legislative,  character  of  the  House. 
Nothing  was  more  important  than  that  that 
portion  of  its  character  should  be  pure.    It 
nearly  concerned  the  public  that  it  should 
be  so,  and  it  nearly  concerned  the  House 
itself.     It  must  have  struck  every  Mem- 
ber who  had  either  personally  attended,  or 
become   acquainted   with  the  prt>ceedings 
of  committees  on  private  business,  that  the 
constitution   and  character  of  those  com- 
mittees were  capable  of  much  amendment. 
The  most  obvious  defect  lay  in  their  con- 
stitution, the  number    of  their  members 
was  too  great  for  responsible  or  efficient 
actioD.     He  proposed  at  once  to  increase 
their  responsibility  and  efficiency  by   re- 
ducing the  number  of  their  members.  But 
the  most  serious  ground  of  complaint  lay 
not  in  the  constitution,  but  in  the  character 
of  the  committees.     It  had  been,  he  feared 
with  too  much  justice,  imputed  to  those 
committees,  that  they  acted  frequently  from 
local,    sometimes   from   personal,  feeling. 
He  need    not   say  how  grievous  such  a 
charge  was  when  made  against  the  Mem- 
bers of  that   House,  how  much  it  would 
tend  to  lower  them    in    public   estima. 
tion.  How  necessary  it  was,  therefore,  that 
the  ground  for  sucli  imputations  should  be 
removed.     Members  might  now  be  person- 
ally interested  in  the  subject  of  a  bill  pro- 
ceeding from  their    own   neighbourhood, 
and  yet  they  misht  form  part  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  bill.    They  might  be  locally 
interested  through   their   constituents  in 
the  fate  of  the  measure,  yet  they  served 
on   the  committee  by    which    that  fate 
was  decided.     He  appealed  to  Gentlemen 
who    had     sat    upon    those   committees, 
whether  after  the  committees  had  met,  they 
were  not  often  divided  into  several  local 
ptrties,  and  swayed  by  local  influences.    He 
atw  several  hon.  Members  near  him  who 
served  on  a  committee  last  Session,  which 
was  prolonged  for  the  space  of  about  two 
nontns ;    he  alluded    to    the    Liverpool 
Docks  Committee.   In  that  case  the  contest 
became    one  of  local    opinion  and   local 
interest;   and    it  was  almost  impossible, 
from  the  views  taken  by  most  respectable 
persons  on  both  sides,  for  the  members  to 
separate  and  keep  clear  of  those  feelings  of 
locality,  which,  to  the  noble  Lord,  tlic 
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Member  for  Liverpool,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  to  himself  on  the  other,  rendered  it  so 
difficult  to  come  to  a  conclusion.    Bat  this 
was  only  one  case;  such  instances  were  almost 
innumerable.     There  was  scarcely  one  hon. 
Member  who  had  served  upon  committees, 
who  had  not  reprobated  tliis  evil  in  a  tri- 
bunal which  ought  to  be  strictly  judicial, 
and  should  never  be  made  to  serve  a  local, 
much  less  a  personal  purpose.    It  had  even 
happened  that  a  subject,  apparently  local, 
had  been  converted  into  a  political  question. 
One  political  party  had  taken  up  one  side 
of  the  question,  another  party  the  other. 
It  had  been  surmised,  for  instance,  that  by 
the  passing  of  a  particular  act,  the  number 
of  voters  belonging  to  one  party  would  be 
diminished,  or  those  of  another  party  in- 
creased.    Thus  the  question,  from  betne 
purely  judicial,  became  first  a  load,  and 
secondly,   a  political  one.     The  eiids  of 
justice  were  firustrated,  the  House  did  not 
do  its  duty,  and  the  public  interest  was 
forgotten.    Then  the  existence  of  these  feel- 
ings in  the  committee  gave  rise  to  a  system 
of  canvassing  out  of  it.     An  active  canvass 
of  members  by  the  parties  took  place  both 
previous  to,  and  during  the  sitting  of  the 
committee— a  system  degrading  to,  and 
deprecated  by,  both  sides.     He  therefore 
thought  the  time  was  come  when  they 
were  called  upon  to  vindicate  the  character 
of  the  House,  and  do  their  duty  to  the 
public     The  public  had  not  slumnered  on 
this  important  question.     There  had  not 
been  many  petitions  on  the  subject  from 
the  people  of  England.     But  a  reference 
to  tne  journals  or  the  House  would  show 
that  there  had   been  numerous  petitions 
complaining  of  committees  of  the  House  of 
Commons  from    Scotland.     He  supposed 
that  this  circumstance  was  attributable  to 
the  clear  siffhtedness  and   intelligence  of 
the  people  of  that  country,  which  prompted 
them   to   enouire   sagaaously  and  keenly 
into  the  conduct  of  those  deputed  to  re- 
present them.     He  found  from  the  journals 
and  reports  of  the  House,  that  petitions 
had  been  presented  on  this  subject  from 
Dunbarton,    Ayr,    Dunfermline,    Forres, 
Glasgow,  Greenock,   Kilmarnock,   Perth, 
and  Wick.     As  the  Perth  petition  at  once 
corroborated  and  embodied  his  (Mr.£wart's) 
own  views,  he  would  beg  leave  to  quote  it. 
The  petitioners  complain  that,  "  instead  of 
committees    being  chosen,  like  all  other 
impartial  judicatories,  in  res|)ect  to  entire 
freedom  from  bias  or  connexion,  the  almost 
inevitiblc  consequence  of  selecting  Mem- 
bers from  within  the  divisions  where  the 
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measures  originate,  is  either  to  bias  the 
judgment  of  those  called  on  to  adjudicate 
between  the  parties,  or  to  produce  serious 
heart-burnings  and  differences  between  the 
Members  of  the  committees  and  their 
constituents,  that  the  Members  should  be 
limited  in  point  of  numbers:  and  that 
local  connexion  with  the  measures  to  be 
discussed  instead  of  forming  a  ground  of 
selection,  should  invariably  be  held  the 
most  cocent  reason  for  disqualification  and 
ineligibility."  He  now  proceeded  to  de- 
velope  his  plan.  They  now  had  a  com- 
mittee of  selection  appointed  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  Session.  He  proposed,  that, 
whenever  a  committee  was  required  on  a 
private  billthecommittee  of  selection  should 
choose  seven  Members  from  among  those 
gentlemen  who  were  least  interested,  either 
personally  themselves,  or  locally  through 
tbeir  constituents,  to  act  as  a  committee 
on  the  bill.  By  this  provision  he  would 
endeavour  to  increase  the  purity  of  these 
tribunals.  His  next  object  was,  by  re- 
ducing the  numbers,  to  increase  the  respon- 
sibility and  insure  a  more  regular  attendance 
of  Members.  He  did  not  come  before  the 
House  without  strong  evidence  on  the  sub- 
ject (The  hon.  Gentleman  then  proceeded 
to  quote,  from  the  report  of  a  commit- 
tee which  sat  last  Session,  the  evidence 
of  a  number  of  Parliamentary  agents 
of  great  experience — Messrs.  Hay  ward, 
Prittf  Bourke,  and  others — in  corroboration 
of  alibis  preceding  statements,  both  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  abuses  of  which  he  com- 
plained, and  the  necessity  of  the  reforms 
whidi  he  proposed).  In  fact,  the  experi- 
ment which  he  suggested  had  been  partly 
tried  already  and  had  succeeded.  It  was 
known  that  the  committee  of  selection  had 
lately  placed  upon  committees  on  private 
bills.  Members  who  were  called  *'  Selected 
Members."  They  were  placed  there,  ge- 
nerally to  the  number  of  two  or  three,  to 
counteract  the  partial  tendencies  of  the 
rest  of  the  committee.  They  had  given 
great  satis&ction  to  the  parties  in  the 
cause,  wherever  he  (Mr.  Ewart)  had  been 
able  to  pursue  his  enquiries.  The  principle 
therefore  of  his  reform  was  already  admit- 
ted. He  wished  to  carry  it  out.  He  wished 
all  the  Members  to  be  "  Selected  Mem- 
bers.*' But  he  had  not  only  the  evidence 
taken  before  parliamentary  committees  to 
support  the  suggestion  which  he  made, 
he  had  not  only  the  fact  that  the  experi- 
ment had  been  partially  tried  and  had  so 
far  succeeded,  he  had  also  the  satisfac- 
tion to  find  that  the  plan  which  he  pro- 
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posed  had  been  adopted,  and  had  succeeded 
in  the  House  of  Lords.  It  was  well  known 
to  hon.  Members  about  him  that  the 
House  of  Lords  several  years  ago  found  the 
same  reason  to  complain  as  the  Commons 
did  now,  of  their  committees.  They  re- 
formed the  whole  system;  reducing  the 
Members  of  their  committees  to  five,  and 
selecting  those  five  from  Peers  neither  per- 
sonally nor  locally  interested  in  the  ques- 
tion before  them.  He  would  not  further 
advert  to  this  part  of  the  question,  but  re- 
fer hon.  Members  to  the  evidence  given 
bjr  the  Duke  of  Richmond  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  in  the 
year  1838  on  this  subject,  which  he  (Mr. 
Ewart)  had  then  before  him.  He  felt  con- 
vinced, that  by  the  change  which  he  pro- 
posed, not  only  would  the  tribunals  to  which 
it  applied  be  rendered  more  pure,  but  that 
business  would  be  better  conducted,  and 
the  delays  which  had  been  hitherto  to  a 
very  great  extent  caused  during  the  sit- 
tings of  committees  by  Members  interested 
in  the  questions  under  consideration, 
would  be  put  an  end  to.  He  said  Mem- 
bers had  caused  delays,  and  it  must  in- 
evitably be  so,  inasmuch  as  they  were  inter- 
ested as  partisans,  and  they  acted  with  the 
spirit  of  partisans.  Another  advantage  of 
the  system  he  proposed  was,  that  many 
excellent  Members  who  at  present  were 
scarcely  ever  called  on  to  serve  on  commit- 
tees, would  have  their  talents  and  their 
energies  brought  into  action.  If  Members 
did  not  happen  to  represent  places  in  some 
large  manufacturing  districts  — if  they  re- 
presented an  agricultural  district  or  a  rural 
town — they  never  served,  except  on  some 
paltry  bill  for  the  diversion  of  a  road,  or  the 
establishment  of  a  turnpike.  He  would  add 
that  though  by  the  plan  proposed.  Members 
interested  through  themselves  or  their  con. 
stituents  would  be  prevented  from  sitting  as 
judges  in  the  committee,  they  would  have 
the  power  to  appear  as  witnesses.  In  this  cha- 
racter they  might  fully  develop  their  views. 
His  (Mr.  £  wart's)  plan  would  not  exclude 
information,  but  it  would  exclude  interest. 
And  he  would  further  add,  that  he  should 
prohibit  Members  from  serving  on  more 
than  one  committee  at  a  time.  He  there- 
fore called  upon  that  House  to  adopt  the 
amendment  he  proposed.  The  character 
of  a  public  body,  like  that  of  an  individual, 
was  the  first  of  all  considerations.  It 
nearly  concerned  the  character  of  the 
House  that  the  fountains  of  its  justice 
should  be  pure:  or,  if  not  pure,  as  little 
I  contaminated  as  possible.  He  therefore 
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Eroposed  the  following  reBolution,  as  the 
asis  of  his  scheme  : — 

**  1.  That  it  is  expedient  that  committees  od 
private  bills  should  be  approximated,  more 
nearly  than  they  now  are,  to  judicial  tribunals, 
and  exempted,  as  much  as  possible,  from  all 
motives  of  local  and  personal  interest  ;  and 
that  the  responsibility  and  efficiency  of  com- 
mittees of  this  House  in  general  would  be  pro- 
rooted  by  diminishing  the  number  of  Members 
composing  them/' 

Sir  George  Grey  hoped  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wigan  wouhl  not  press  his  motion 
to  a  division,  but  would  await  the  result  of 
the  improved  system  now  in  operation. 
He  hoped  the  hon.  Member  would  think 
his  purpose  was  sufficiently  answered  in 
having  brought  the  question  before  the 
House.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  press 
for  a  division  he  should  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  him. 

Mr.  Aglionby  said,  it  had  been  always 
thought  most  essential  to  have  our  tribu- 
nals as*  pure  as  possible  from  all  private 
and  local  interests.  This  question  was 
not  a  new  one,  but  had  been  raised  again 
and  again  before  the  House.  It  was  ne- 
cessary to  have  local  information,  but  it 
was  not  necssary  to  have  local  interest — or 
if  it  were,  the  local  interest  be  would  have 
should  be  the  same  as  that  had  by  the 
House  of  Lords.  It  was  admitted  that  no 
Member  who  had  pecuniary  interest  could 
sit  00  a  committee  about  to  decide  on  some 
question  that  might  affect  it,  and  he  could 
not  distinguish  between  pecuniary  interests 
and  the  bias  and  force  imposed  upon 
Members  by  the  wishes  of  their  consti- 
tuents.  The  system  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Lords  was  found  to  work  very  well,  and 
be  could  not  see  why  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  be  behind  that  noble  House 
in  reforming  its  private  business.  Sufficient 
time  had  been  allowed  for  trial  of  the 
present  system.  The  Speaker  had  bad 
the  honour  of  introducing  many  reforms, 
but  many  were  still  required. 

Mr.  Goulburn  hoped  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers would  take  the  advice  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  G.  Grey),  and  not  press  for 
a  difiiion.  It  was  a  question  of  great  im- 
portance. If  he  considered  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  purely  ju- 
dicial tribunal,  he  might  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wigan ;  but  he  did  not 
re^rd  a  committee  of  that  House  as 
acting  in  an  exclusively  judicial  capacity. 
His  view  of  them  was  that  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  do  that  which  the  House 


of  Commons  itself  ought  to  do,  but  which 
for  the  convenience  of  public  business  was 
devolved  to  a  selection  of  Members  of  the 
House  to  prevent  the  House  being  so  en- 
cumbered with  business  as  to  be  prevented 
discharging  its  duty  to  the  public.  He 
should  as  soon  think  of  excluding  any 
person  from  giving  information  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons  from  a  com- 
mittee on  a  question  in  which  he  was 
locally  interested.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Wigan's  motion  went  to  the  point  that  no 
Member  should  serve  on  a  committee 
who,  through  his  constituents,  was  in- 
terested in  the  bill.  Now  that  would  ex- 
clude him  from  doing  that  which  was  one 
of  the  objects  for  which  he  was  returned. 
A  Peer  had  no  constituents  to  represent, 
and  could  have  nothing  but  a  local  in- 
terest, therefore  the  House  of  Lords  were 
bound  to  take  measures  to  prevent  their 
committees  being  formed  by  those  who 
might  be  personally  interested.  He  could 
not  consent  to  adopt  a  practice,  which,  in 
his  view  of  the  duties  of  a  Member  of  Par- 
liament did  incapaciale  him  from  superin- 
tending the  interests  of  those  by  whom  he 
was  sent  to  that  House.  The  present  sys- 
tem ought  to  have  a  fair  trial,  but  at  all 
events  it  was  a  subject  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  be  decided  in  so  thin  a  House. 

Mr.  War  bur  ton  could  draw  no  diatinc- 
tion  between  the  duties  of  Meabera  upon 
public  bills,  and  their  dutiea  upon  priftta 
bills.  Members  were  sent  there  not  m 
the  agents  or  attorneysof  their  conatituenti, 
but  to  consider  the  interests  of  the  whole 
empire.  No  doubt  the  present  practice 
was  an  improvement  upon  the  whole  sys- 
tem, but  even  now  repeated  applications 
were  made  from  committees  on  private 
bills,  in  consequence  of  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  disinterested  Members  not  attending 
for  permission  to  proceed  in  spite  of  that 
non-attendance.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  sooner  the  present  system  was  changed 
the  better  it  would  be  for  the  public. 

Sir  G.  Strickland  said,  that  if  his  hon. 
Friend  pressed  his  motion  to  a  division, 
he  should  certainly  vote  with  him,  because 
he  was  inclined  to  think  the  committees 
wanted  further  improvement.  At  the  same 
time  he  thought  his  hon.  Friend  had  not 
completed  the  plan  he  intended  to  adopt. 
He  agrt*ed  that  the  committees  ought  to 
be  kept  as  pure  as  possible  from  local  in- 
terests. He  thought  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  his  hon.  Friend  mifitht  he  more 
fully  worked  out,  and  he  would  therefore 
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queiiion,  as  he  wbi  convinced,  that  every 
lione9t  constituency  would  say,  that  they 
would  rather  aubmrt  a  question  to  a  com- 
mitiee  having  no  local  inte rests,  than  be 
sulijcRied  to  jobbing, 

Mr.  Jiice  said,  that  it  was  frequently 
considered  an  advantage  at  quarter  ses- 
sioni  and  assizes  Tor  a  jury  lo  have  local 
knowledge  oF  the  mailer  in  dispute. 

Mr.  Exuart,  with  every  dispoiition  to 
accede  to  the  proposition  of  ilie  right  hon. 
Baronet,  felt  so  strongly,  that  justice  and 
reason  were  on  his  side,  that  be  must  press 
the  qupsiLon  to  a  division. 

The  House  divided  ;— Ayes  22  ;  Noea 
24  ;  Majority  2, 


viah  that  he  would  not  call  on  the  House 
to  come  to  a  decision  without  further  con- 
aideratbn. 

Mr.  Eslcourt  thought,  that  (he  hon. 
Member  might  more  properly  have  intro- 
duced his  proposition  some  years  ago,  when 
abuses  eiiateil  in  regard  to  coniniitlees  on 
private  bills,  which  had  since  been  re- 
moved. The  nmendmeiit  had  been  made 
on  various  occasions,  and  some  oT  them 
in  the  course  of  last  Session.  Besides,  no 
system  could  obviate  every  possible  incon- 
venience; and  for  his  part  he  wm  of 
opinion  that  if  they  removed  from  private 
bill  committees  all  Members  who  had  an 
interest  in  ihem,  ihey  would  only  deprive 
themselves  of  the  necessary  local  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Labouchere  hoped  that  his  hon. 
Friend  would  not  ptei's  his  motion  against 
the  reconmiendation  of  the  committee  of 
last  Session  that  the  system  then  adopted 
should  have  a  fair  trial.  The  question 
whether  committees  should  be  exclusively  ' 
official  and  divested  of  local  interests  was  i 
one  of  very  great  difficulty.  That  House 
could  not  separate  its  committees  from  the 
representative  characftr  of  the  whole  body 
and  render  them  strictly  judicial,  as  were 
the  committees  of  the  Huuse  of  Lords. 

Mr.  Pryme  considered  it  would  be  a 
great  evil  not  to  have  local  Members  on 
the  committeej,  and  thought  thai  a  com- 
initlee,  constituted  on  the  plan  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Wi^an,  might,  with  the 
Krentest  possible  desire  to  do  justice, 
commit  gross  injustice  for  want  of  local 
knowledge. 

Mr.  Hume  would  ask  ihe  hon,  and 
learned  Member  for  Cambridge  what  he 
would  think  if  he  verc  to  see  a  jury-box 
filled  with  persons  having  a  local  interest 
in  the  matter  to  be  tried,  and  the  cnsea  of 
a  jury  and  committee  were  exactly  similar. 
He  would  admit,  that  it  had  been  usual 
to  consider  Members  were  placed  on  those 
committees  to  do  Ihe  jobs  of  their  consti- 
tuents. But  that  was  an  abuse  which  he 
wished  lo  see  done  away  with  altogeiher. ) 
He  would  admit,  that  many  abuses  which 
had  existed  formerly  in  respect  to  the  ap-  , 
poiiitmeni  to  private  committees,  had  been  i 
remedied,  but  that  was  only  a  reason  for 
getting  rid  of  the  remaining  ones.  He  ! 
Ihoaght,  that  the  lime  had  come  when 
(here  should  be  no  more  temporising,  and 
would,  therefore,  support  the  motion  of 
hia  hon.  Friend.  He,  for  one,  would  not  i 
b*  afraid  to  go  before  the  country  on  this  ' 
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Barnard,  E.  G. 
BilBcoe,  J.  I. 
Bfoadley,  H. 
Bruges,  W.  H.  L. 
Buller.SirJ.  Y. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Court  en  ay,  1'. 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  E- 
Freshfield.  J.  W. 
Gordo  Q,  H. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon, 
Ilinde,J.  H. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 


of  the  Ayes, 

StansBeld,  W.  R.  C. 
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C  o  p  Y  R  I  o  H  T-l  Sergeant  Talfourd 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend 
the  law  with  respect  to  Copyright, 

Mr.  Warburion  could  assure  llie  House, 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  let  even  a  stage 
of  the  bill  pass  without  ofieriug  to  it  his 
most  strenuous  and  determined  opposition. 
When  the  matter  was  formerly  discussed, 
cither  upon  the  introducing  of  Ihe  bill,  or 
the  second  reading.  Gentlemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House  stated,  that  ihey  en- 
tirely disagreed,  both  with  respect  to  the 
principle  and  details  of  the  bill,  but  if  be 
lid  allow  the  boo.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber to  bring  in  the  bill,  when  it  came  inio 
F2 


{LORDS) 


Eart  ^  Cmrdigv. 


138 


"  Ut  Lomns, 


and  afcclian- 


M«a  turn  ID  op*  I 

iW  bill,  and  tlicn 

:*hy  in  cetliDc  rid    ■'■  ■<*«''»»■    I  entirely  i 

divHl<d  tUe  HouM    ^"°«!  '"  "«  n..in.,iaDC 

csti   of  ihe  conituy,   m    Ihe  preMnralim  of 

Cet,  >nd  the  promotioD  of  the  grMnl  wd- 
:  of  my  people." 


I  thank  ytm  Tor  yoar  loni  ■ 

'  "rely  apon 


and  those  Gcoilt 
■  and  learned  GsD- 
'se  lupposed,  tbat 
the  commiitee,  he 
inKtance  of  those 
om  were  her  Ma- 
.1,  and  some  of  th« 
whea  the  bill  came 
as  much  reason  to 
f  the  House  as  the 
nan  had.  Those  who 
r  support  were  net 
lad  to  fight  against 
He  would  not 
ce  again,  and  there- 
was  delerniined  to 
and  if  he  could  not 
Duse,  he  would  en- 
'  it.  He  considered 
M  calculated  to  in- 
ice  on  certuin  por- 
In  lhc»ery  out- 
e  hon.  and  learned 
'  were  at  iisue  upon 
fhich  the  jiidgmenl 
be  Kuided  with  re- 
.  He  considered, 
u(:ht  to  be  formed 
did  not  agree  witli 
the  question.  He 
rest*  ofauthors  and 
}]ic  were  both  lo  be 
y  and  duly  wcighrd. 
}unds  tbat  the  di«- 
Iges  and  the  House 
On  former  occo- 
n  bad  been  argued, 
Member  had  sniil, 
law  tight  with  me." 


LORDS, 
iry78,  1641. 


Address.]  TIte 
I  need  to  the  House 
lied  to  present  I  lie 
to  her  Majesty  had 

faccordinsl;;,  and 
been    graciously 
allowing  answer:— 


Answer  to  be  entered  upon  the  joor- 
nals  of  the  House. 

Trial  or  thk  Earl  op  Cardioaw.] 
The  Lord  Chancellor  had  to  tnlbrm  their 
Lordships  that  he  had  felt  it  his  duly  to 
hold  a  commuaieaiion  with  Mr.  Justice 
Boianquet,  who  presided  as  senior  jndge 
St  a  recent  aitting  of  the  Central  Crimi- 
nnl  Couit,  upon  a  matter  connected  with 
certain  proce<edings  which  had  laken  place 
respecting  a  Member  of  their  Lordships* 
House.  He  had  received  froa  Mr.  Jaa- 
tice  Bosanquet  the  following  answer  :-~ 
"  MoDlague-plice,  Jan.  28,  tB4l. 

"  My  Lord — In  aniwer  to  your  Lordsbij>'s 
inquiry  tenpecting  the  proMeding  si  the 
Central  Criminal  Court,  id  the  case  of  the 
□r  Cardigan,  in  October  last;  I  bars  the 


honour  lo  ncqualnt  your  Lurdaliip,  that  ai 
dictnient  having  been  foand  by  tne  Brand  ,_.^ 
agninit  the  Earl  of  Cardigan  for  feloDioiudy 


loaded  pistol,  nt  llarrey  Gar- 
ndl  Phipp  Tucketl,  with  intent  to  murder,  to 
maim,  and  diialile  him,  and  lo  do  him  grier- 
nui  budily  haim  againil  the  form  of  the  ila- 
luie  in  that  case  made  and  proTided,  Mr. 
Adolphus  (»■  counsel  for  the  Eail)  moved 
the  coarl  to  direct,  that  the  recogainncet  of 
the  Earl  and  his  lureliei  for  hi*  appcaranoa  at 
ihe  Ceatral  Criminal  IJourt  might  be  respited 
lo  Ihe  eniuing  seisioni,  on  the  ground,  that 
the  Earl  being  a  Peer  could  not  be  tried  in 
that  couri,  whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  lh« 
recogniianccx  should  be  respited  accordingly, 
to  afford  an  opportunily  of  remoriog  ihe  in- 
dictment to  be  trird  before  a  proper  tribunal, 
either  of  the  I.ord  High  Steward,  or  of  lb« 
House  of  Prcr*.  1  have  further  ascertained 
by  inauiry  of  the  clerk  or  arrsigni,  that  simi- 
lar order*  have  been  made  at  each  subseqnent 
scoiioni  for  Ihe  reipii,'  of  (he  (ccotniiancei. 
— I  have  llie  lionour  lo  be,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordship's  obedient  servsni. 

J,  B.  Bmaxoult." 
"Tlie   right   hon.   the    Lord    High    Chan- 

Thcir  IxirJihips  being  thus,  by  the 
authority  of  the  judge  before  whom  the 
question  arose,  put  into  possesaion  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  f.icli,  it  was  for  their 
Lorilships  to  say,  whether  they  thought  it 
right,  ihat  the  course  which  had  been 
adopted  in  all  Mmiiar  case*  should  be 
adopted  on  the  present  occasion,  and  ibat 
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would  be  for  their  Lordships  to  appoint  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  course  of 
proceeding  which  it  would  be  proper  for 
the  House  to  pursue  upon  the  information 
laid  before  them.  If  it  should  meet  the 
pleasure  of  their  Lordships,  he  would  pro- 
pose that  a  committee  be  appointed.  He 
found,  upon  consulting  the  journals  of  the 
House,  that  the  practice  in  cases  of  this 
sort  had  not  been  uniform.  Sometimes 
Peers  had  been  individually  selected  to 
form  a  committee,  but  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  committee  consisted  of  all  Peers 
who  had  attended  during  the  existing 
aession.  This  was  the  couise  adopted  in 
the  last  case  of  a  similar  nature  that 
came  before  that  House.  His  Lordship 
then  moved,  that  a  committee  be  appoint- 
ed, consisting  of  all  Peers  who  had  at- 
tended during  the  present  Session,  to 
inspect  the  journals  of  the  House  with 
respect  to  the  trials  of  Peers  in  criminal 
cafes,  and  to  report  thereupon. 

Motion  agreed  to.  Committee  to  meet 
on  Monday. 

Church  of  Scotland.]  The  Earl 
of  Haddington  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  unhappy  dissensions  that 
had  so  long  prevailed  in  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  to  the  position  in  which 
the  civil  court  and  the  church  courts 
stood  towards  each  other.  He  wished  to 
ask  the  noble  Viscount  opposite  whether 
it  was  the  intention  of  Government  to 
introduce  any  measure  with  a  view  to 
allay  the  prevailing  heats  and  animosities, 
and  to  produce,  as  much  as  any  legisla-  j 
tive  measure  could  effect  that  object,  a 
settlement  of  the  question  ;  or  whether, 
being  satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of 
the  law,  seeing  no  ground  for  alteration, 
and  being  determined  that  the  law  should 
have  its  full  efiPect,  and  that  those  who 
obeyed  it  should  receive  protection,  the 
Government  thought  it  better  to  make  no 
application  to  Parliament  for  any  change 
of  the  law  ? 

Viscount  Melbourne  entirely  agreed 
with  the  noble  Earl  as  to  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  question.  He  could 
assure  the  noble  Earl  that  Government 
had  given  the  most  serious  consideration 
to  the  question,  and  having  done  so,  he 
must  say,  that  he  was  not  prepared  to 
bring  in  any  measure  at  present  to  alter 
the  law  respecting  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land. 

The  Earl  of  Haddington  said,  that  as 


the  noble  Viscount  was  disposed  to  leave 
(he  law  as  it  stood,  he  wished  to  ask  him 
if  he  was  equally  disposed  to  see  the  law 
effectually  administered  for  the  protection 
of  those  who  were  determined  to  obey  it  ? 

Viscount  Melbourne :  That  is  a  matter 
of  course. 

The  Earl  of  Haddington  was  exceed- 
ingly glad  to  hear  the  noble  Viscount  say 
so ;  but  from  the  nature  of  the  discus- 
sions that  had  taken  place,  and  from  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  thought 
it  was  impossible  that  the  question  could 
be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  termination 
without  the  intervention  of  Parliament. 

House  adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Thursday,  January  28,  1840. 

The  House  only  met  for  the  purpose  of 
going  in  procession  to  Buckingham  Pa- 
lace, to  present  the  Address  to  her  Ma- 
jesty, in  answer  to  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne. 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Friday f  January  29,  1840. 

Drainage  OP  Towns.]  The  Marquess 
of  Normanby  begged  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
a  bill  to  which  he  would  request  their 
Lordships  to  give  a  first  reading.  He 
should  feel  it  his  duty,  in  a  future  stage, 
to  call  their  Lordships'  attention  to  the 
bill  in  detail,  and  he  was  sure  their  Lord- 
ships would  readily  give  their,  attention, 
when  they  understood  the  nature  of  the 
bill,  and  when  they  were  informed  that  it 
had  for  its  object  not  only  the  social  con- 
dition, but  the  bodily  health  of  large 
classes  of  our  fellow-subjects.  The  bill  he 
proposed  to  be  read  a  first  time  was  en- 
titled, '*  An  Act  for  the  better  drainage 
and  improvement  of  Buildings  in  large 
Towns  and  Cities."  The  commission  which 
had  been  appointed  to  enquire  into  this 
subject  had  collected  a  great  mass  of  in- 
formation, which  had  been  laid  before 
their  Lordships.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
Session,  he  had  directed  his  attention  to 
the  evidence  collected  ;  in  fact,  he  had  read 
every  word,  and  would  strongly  recom- 
mend the  perusal  of  it  to  such  of  their 
Lordships  as  had  not  already  bestowed 
their  attention  upon  it,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose he  would  allow  a  sufficient  period  to 
elapse  between  the  first  and  second  read- 
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iog  of  Ibe  bill.  He  re^rHled  lo  mt,  that 
at  preteot  there  «a«  bj  ao  neans  f uffick  ol 
provitioQ  for  the  •octal  comfort  or  health 
of  great  toMmtM  of  ibe  ioduttrious  cUtie* 
in  iboee  localitifs  which  they  necetMrily 
iobabitcd ;  and  ahhoogh  any  remedy  the> 
mif^ht  be  able  to  apply  m-ght  be  only  a 
paliiaiiie,  and  to  a  certain  extent  a   pre- 

iim  for  the  futare,  still  he  thought  it 
aa  unperatiTedaty  upon  Parliament  to 
apply  tbeaiaelYcs  to  this  subject  with  the 
fneaiest  leal  and  diligence. 

Lord  EUemborough  was  exceedingly  glaii 
Ibai  the  noble  Marquess  had  laid  tlii> 
bill  OQ  the  Table.  He  had  read  the 
a.idence  with  the  greatest  pain  and  ap- 
prebeiision,  and  with  the  greatest  coin- 
pa^aion  for  those  who  were  compelled  to 
inhabit  the  dwellings  referred  to,  and  he 
would  certainly  assist  the  noble  Marquess 
ID  the  progress  of  this  bill^  to  tlie  best  of 
hil  ability. 

Bill  read  a  6rst  time. 

Frost,  Willi  a  mh,  and  Jonks.]  Lord 
H'harncliffe  said,  he  wished  to  put  a  ques. 
tion  to  the  nohlu  Marquess  ()p|M)site,  u)M)n 
a  subject  which  had  caused,  among  the 
sound  part  of  the  |)oi)uIati(>n,  very  ^reat 
excitement.  Their  Lordtihipn  would  re. 
member  thuti  last  year,  thri'c  persons, 
Frost,  Williams,  and  Jones,  were  con* 
demncd  to  death  for  high  treuMon,  and 
that  their  sentences  were  after  wards  com- 
muted to  transportation  for  life.  He  itmld 
not  describe  the  nature  of  the  crime  of 
which  these  men  were  found  guilty,  in 
better  teryis  than  those  employed  hy  the 
learned  (-hicf  Justice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  in  passing  sentence.  That  leanied 
Judge  used  these  words— 

**  Id  the  case  of  all  ordinary  breaches  of  the 
law,  the  mischief  of  the  offence  does  for  tliv 
most  part  terminate  with  the  inimedi:ilo  injury 
sustained  hy  the  individual  against  whom  it  i> 
levelled.  The  roan  who  plunders  the  pro|)erty 
or  lifts  his  hands  against  the  life  of  his  uei^'.h- 
boar,  does  by  his  guilty  act  inflict  in  that  par- 
ticular instance,  and  to  that  extent,  a  lo»s  or 
injury  on  the  sufferer  or  his  sunriving  friends. 
But  they  who  hy  arme«l  numbers,  or  violence, 
or  terror,  endeavour  to  put  down  established 
institutions,  and  to  introduce  in  their  stead  a 
new  order  of  things,  open  wide  the  flood-gates 
of  rapine  and  bloodshed,  destroy  all  security  of 
property  and  life,  and  do  their  utmost  to  in- 
volve a  whole  nation  in  anarchy  and  ruin.  It 
has  l>ecn  proved  in  your  case  that  you  com- 
hined  together  to  lead  from  the  hills,  at  the 
dead  hour  of  night,  into  the  town  of  Newport, 
many  thousands  of  men,  aimed  in  many  in* 


staaces  with  wcapoos  of  a  dangerous  descrip- 
tion, 10  order  that  they  might  take  possession 
of  the  town,  and  supersede  the  lawful  autho- 
rity of  the  Queen  therein,  as  a  preliminary  step 
to  a  more  general  insurrection  throughout  the 
kingdom.  It  is  owing  to  the  interposition  of 
ProvidtMice  alone  that  your  wicked  designs 
were  frustrated :  your  followers  amve  by  day- 
light, and  after  firing  upon  the  civil  power  and 
the  Queen's  troops,  are,  by  the  firmness  of  the 
magistrates  and  the  cool  and  determined 
bravery  of  a  stroall  band  of  suldiers,  defeated 
and  dispersed.  What  would  have  been  the 
fate  of  tfie  peaceable  and  unoffending  inha« 
bitants,  if  success  had  attended  your  rebellious 
dcsiftii^,  it  is  nscli^s  to  conjecture;  the  in- 
vasion of  a  foreign  foe  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  less  destructive  to  property  and  life. 
It  is  for  the  crime  of  treason  committed  under 
these  circumstances  that  you  are  now  called 
upon  yourselves  to  answer,  and  by  the  penalty 
which  you  are  about  to  suffer,  you  hold  out  a 
warning  to  all  your  fellow-subjects,  that  the 
law  of  your  country  is  strong  enough  to  repress 
and  to  punikh  all  atteinpu  to  alter  the  est  ah- 
lished  Older  of  things  by  insurrection  and 
armed  force,  and  that  those  who  are  found 
guilty  of  such  treasonable  attempts  must  ex- 
piate their  crime  by  an  ignominious  death.*' 

It  would  be  remembi'red  that  a  technical 
objection  hud  been  taken  in  favour  of  the 
prisoners,  re:<|>ccting  the  delivery  of  the 
list  of  witnesses,  and  although  the  objec- 
tion was  overruled  by  the  ju(Ws,  still,  in 
oonsefjuence  of  what  occurred  m  connexion 
with  that  ohjccticn,  the  sentence  passed  on 
the  prisoners  was  L*onimiitcd.  He  begged 
to  say  that  he  did  not  And  fault  with  the 
executive  for  not  i*arr}'ing  the  extreme 
penalty  of  the  law  into  execution  tmdcr 
the  circumstances;  but  what  he  wished 
to  know  was,  whether  these  men  were  now 
uiidergoini;  the  puni!>hment  of  transporta- 
tion for  life  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
prisoners  !ientence<l  to  the  same  puninhmcnt 
for  ollences  of  a  less  heinous  deacrip- 
tion.  fie  was  far  fnmi  bringing  any 
charge  against  the  Ciovcrninent,  he  was 
merely  anxious  to  obtain  information,  and 
upon  that  infortnation  it  would  depend 
whether  he  would  bring  any  charge  or  not. 
After  all  that  had  passed  on  this  sul^ct, 
he  thought  that  the  people  of  this  country 
had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
ttances  of  the  caae,  and  to  know  tho 
actual  state  of  things.  He  first  saw  it 
stated,  upon  the  authority  of  a  newspaper 
of  the  country  to  which  these  peraoos  were 
tent,  that  they  had  obtained  favoiin,  and 
even  offices  under  the  Government,  in* 
stead  of  being  treated  in  the  usual  way  ia 
which  prisoners  were  treated.  When  he 
saw  this  statement  be  niut  fay  be  ditbe* 
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lieved  it,  and  still  continued  to  disbelieve 
it.  A  letter,  however,  had  since  been  re- 
ceived, purporting  to  be  written  by  Frost 
himself.  This  letter  bad  been  read  by  a 
son  of  Frost  at  a  Chartist  meeting  at 
Bristol,  which  took  place  this  month,  and 
which  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
presenting  a  petition  in  favour  of  a  com- 
mutation of  the  sentence  on  Frost.  The 
letter,  he  ought  to  state,  had  been  re- 
ceived with  loud  cheers.  The  first  pas- 
sage that  attracted  his  notice  was  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

"  I  am  at  Port  Arthur,  a  place  to  which  the 
very  worst  of  men  are  sent,  and  where  human 
misery  may  be  seen  to  probably  its  greatest 
extent.  I  was  not,  however,  sent  here  for 
what  is  called  punishment.  The  governor 
told  us  repeatedly  that  we  were  not  sent  to 
Port  Arthur  as  a  punishment,  but  to  fill  certain 
offices.** 

Now,  he  would  ask,  was  not  this  extra- 
ordinary language  for  the  governor  to  hold 
towards  persons  in  the  situation  of  these 
prisoners  ?  He  should  like  to  know  what 
could  have  induced  Sir  John  Franklin  to 
use  such  language.  He  was  far  from  be- 
lieving that  Frost  spoke  the  truth  ;  but 
still  those  circumstances  having  excited 
general  notice  ought  to  be  explained. 
The  letter,  after  describing  the  treatment 
to  which  the  writer  had  been  subjected  on 
his  arrival  at  Van  Diemen*8  Land,  aiui  the 
fact  of  the  three  prisoners  being  imme- 
diately sent  to  Port  Arthur,  contained 
these  words : — 

**  It  was  intimated,  I  do  no  not  know  how 
truly,  that  there  were  instructions  from  the 
highest  authority,  and  that  it  was  intended  to 
favour  us. 

Now,  he  should  like  to  know  whether 
such  instructions  were  really  sent  out  ? 
The  letter  stated  that  the  three  prisoners 
were  sent  to  Port  Arthur — that  there  they 
were  not  treated  like  the  rest  of  the  pri- 
soners— that  they  were  not  required  to 
put  on  the  prison  dress — that  he  (Frost) 
was  employed  in  the  office  of  the  governor, 
and  that  another  of  the  prisoners  was  an 
overlooker  of  the  colliery.  Now,  he  again 
said,  that  he  did  not  place  much  reliance 
upon  those  statements ;  but  the  first  ques- 
tion he  felt  inclined  to  ask  was,  whether 
those  statements  were  true,  and  whether, 
in  point  of  fact,  they  had  been  better 
treated  than  other  prisoners?  Secondly, 
whether  any  instructions  had,  in  point  of 
fact,  been  sent  from  her  Majesty's  Qovern- 
ment  upon  the  subject ;  and  lastly,  whe- 
ther they  had  received  any  despatches 


from  Sir  John  Franklin  ?  If  the  answer 
were  that  instructions  had  been  sent  to,  and 
despatches  received  from  Sir  J.  Franklin, 
then  he  would  wish  to  see  them  before  he 
formed  a  judgment  upon  the  matter;  but 
he  thought  that  all  their  Lordships  would 
agree  that  the  thing  ought  not  to  be  left 
in  the  state  it  was  at  present,  and  that  the 
impression  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  re* 
main  that  these  men  had  been  treated 
with  favour  after  having  had  their  sentenee 
commuted.  The  public  ought  to  be  as- 
sured, the  prisoners'  guilt  having  been 
established,  and  the  enormity  of  their 
crime  not  having  been  disputed  by  any 
body,  that  they  would  be  treated  in  a 
manner  that  that  crime  deserved.  At 
present,  he  made  no  charge  against  her 
Majesty's  Government,  but  he  would  be 
most  happy  to  hear  any  explanation  that 
would  be  given. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  said,  that 
before  he  proceeded  to  answer  the  precise 
question  put  to  him,  he  must  say,  that  he 
felt  sincerely  obliged  to  the  noble  Baron 
for  having  read  again  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  Judge  who  passed  sentence  upon 
Messrs,  Frost,  Williams  and  Jones,  upon 
the  nature  of  their  offence,  and  the  enor- 
mity of  their  acts.  He  thought,  however, 
that  course  was  less  necessary  in  the  pre* 
sent  instance,  because,  from  the  peculiar 
circumstances  attending  the  conviction,  the 
matter  was  discussed  in  that  House  last 
year,  at  the  period  when  a  determination 
was  come  to,  on  account  of  the  nature  of 
the  conviction,  not  to  carry  into  execution 
the  extreme  sentence,  but  to  commute  it  to 
that  next  in  severity.  Upon  that  occasion 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  repeating,  in 
the  language  of  the  learned  Chief  Justice, 
his  own  opinion  of  the  extreme  enormity 
of  the  offence  of  the  parties^ — an  offence  not 
merely  partaking  in  its  worst  form  of  the 
atrocious  crime  of  high  treason,  but  attended 
by  many  circumstances  that  gave  it  the 
character  of  deliberate  murder  on  a  large 
scale.  Having  said  thus  much  with  re- 
ference to  the  opinion  he  had  then  ex- 
pressed, he  now  begged  to  state,  that  all 
he  had  heard  since,  all  that  he  had  seen 
and  observed  of  the  conduct  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  some  portion  of  whom  had 
been  misguided  by  these  individuals  and 
others,  tended  to  convince  him  of  the 
justice  of  their  punishment,  and  of  the  de- 
lusion that  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
selfishness,  the  insane  selfishness,  of  these 
individuals  who  had  put  themselves  for- 
ward as  leaders.  His  noble  Friend  asked 
him  as  he   understood    these  questions; 
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and  firsts  as  to  the  actual  state  of  in« 
formation  upon  the  subject,  whether  the 
report  was  true  of  these  persons  being 
employed  by  the  governor,  and  no  longer 
treated  as  convicts ;  secondly,  whether  any 
special  instructions  had  been  sent  out  un  the 
subject  of  the  treatment  of  these  persons;  and 
lastly,  what  communications  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  governor  Respecting  the  pre- 
sent state  of  information,  he  must  recur  to 
what  took  place  subsequent  to  the  condemna- 
tion of  these  persons.  No  time  had  been  lost 
by  her  Majesty's  Government  in  showing 
their  determination  to  carry  into  effect  that 
secondary  punishment,  which  had  been  re- 
commended as  a  substitute  for  the  capital 
one.  The  circumstances  were  so  recently 
in  the  recollection  of  the  public,  that  it 
was  almost  unnecessary  to  recur  to  them. 
In  February  the  Mandarin  sailed  from 
Portsmouth,  and  no  special  instructions  of 
any  kind  were  given  as  to  the  treatment. 
This  he  stated  most  po^tively.  The  usual 
code  of  instruction  was  rigidly  adhered  to  ; 
this  had  been  definitively  fixed  in  the  year 
1838,  and  narrowed  the  discretion  of  the  go- 
vernor ;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the  prisoners  at 
Van  Diamen's  land,  it  was  utterly  out  of 
the  question  that  the  governor  could  give  a 
ticket  of  leave,  which  amounted  to  the  first 
step  to  a  conditional  pardon,  until  a  certain 
time  had  expired.  With  regard  to  their 
having  been  allowed  their  own  cluthes,  he 
really  was  not  aware  what  the  rule  upon 
that  subject  was  in  the  colony  ;  but  they 
had  a  letter  from  Frost  himself  to  a  friend 
in  this  country  complaining  that  he  and  his 
companions  were  com  [Hilled  to  wear  the  or- 
dinary convicts*  dress  upon  the  voyage,  but 
which  shewed  that  the  Government  at 
home  had  made  no  special  relaxtion  on 
this  subject.  With  regard  to  the  treat, 
ment  in  the  colony,  he  had  a  letter  from 
Sir  John  Franklin,  dated  the  3rd  of  July, 
in  which  lie  acknowledged  the  arrival 
of  212  male  convicts  by  the  ship  Man. 
darin,  and  that  they  had  l;een  placed  in 
the  |>eiial  gangs  on  the  niuds,  with  the 
exception  of  Frui*t,  Williams,  and  Jones, 
who  had  l)een  sent  to  Tasnuni's  I'eniniiula. 
lie  believed  it  was  usual  for  the  governor 
|H:rsonuily  to  inspect  all  convicts  on  tluir 
arrival,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  Sir 
John  Franklin  did  more  than  was  customary 
in  the  case  of  these  prisoners.  From  the 
intclligrncc  that  had  been  received  from 
Sir  J.  Franklin,  it  would  appear  that  he 
made  no  distinction  between  these  throe 
convicts  and  the  others,  except  sending 
them  to  a  different  place,  and  that  place 
one  thtt  WM  lookeil  to  as  the  most  leycre  | 


of  the  penal  settlements  It  was  a  oomnon 
thing  to  send  persona,  who  had  oo  the 
voyage  misconducted  themaelvet*  to  Port 
Arthur,  and  therefore  it  was  potaible,  when 
the  governor  conceived  it  right  and  pm* 
dent  to  separate  these  three  convicts  from 
the  rest,  that  he  might  have  said  to  them, 
that  they  were  not  sent  to  Port  Arthnr  from 
any  in  tent  ion  to  inflict  extra  punish  ment.  No 
special  favour  was  shown,  and  neither  were 
there  any  instructions  to  treat  these  con- 
victs in  a  particularly  harsh  or  unusual  man- 
ner. As  to  the  occupation  of  these  persons, 
he  had  received  no  very  distinct  inform- 
ation on  the  subject ;  but  he  rather  believed 
it  was  customary  in  some  remote  districts, 
where  there  was  no  possibility  of  furnishing 
an  adequate  number  of  clerks,  to  employ 
persons  of  a  better  style  of  education  so  act 
as  clerks,  and  this  person  (Frost)  being 
more  accustomed  to  write  than  to  dig,  it 
was  very  possible  that  he  had  been  so 
employed,  still  known  as  a  convict,  and 
without  anv  emolument  or  reward.  If 
such  turned  out  to  be  the  case,  no  doubt 
it  was  done  by  Sir  J.  Franklin,  accord- 
ing to  the  usual  and  common  course, 
and  was  not  intended  in  the  way  of  a 
favour,  If  it  were  intended  as  a  favour. 
Sir  John  Franklin  had  certainly  miscon- 
ceived the  intentions  of  the  Government  at 
home ;  and  if  it  were  out  of  the  ordinary 
course,  he  would  have  reported  it  at  once, 
among  other  things,  in  the  despatch  which 
he  had  forwarded  to  the  head  of  the  Colo- 
nial Department.  That  despatch  he  was 
prepared  to  lay  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
lie  was  glad  that  his  noble  Friend  had 
given  him  an  opportunity  of  correcting  the 
misrepresentations  that  existed  upon  that 
subject  in  the  public  mind ;  and  he  could 
assure  his  noble  Friend,  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  actuated  by  the  same  feelings 
as  himself,  and  were  most  anxious  to  up- 
hold the  laws  of  the  country,  and  to 
punish  in  tb.e  most  s^evcre  manner  a  crime 
ivhieh  hail  occasioncil  great  loss  of  life, 
which  endangered  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  and  which  was  a  disgrace  to  that 
part  of  the  kingdom  in  which  it  occurred. 

Lord  fl'hanictljfv  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  noble  Marquess  would  have  any 
ohjeeticm  to  lay  any  further  information 
which  the  Government  might  receive  upon 
the  Table. 

The  Manpicss  of  Xormnnfti^  had  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  do  so.  It  was  generally 
8up))osed  that  the  same  indulgence  had 
been  given  to  these  i>arties  as  to  other 
political  offenders;  but  political  oficnders 
were  of  various  degrees.    It  was  to  be 
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supposed  that  political  offenders  of  every 
grade  were  to  be  treated  with  less  rigour 
than  other  offenders ;  political  offences  were 
of  various  degrees,  and  he  wished  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  did  not  consider,  the 
offences  of  these  men  came  under  the  de- 
scription of  that  class  which  ought  to  be 
treated  with  leniency. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

House  adjourned. 


»^^o^  *>»*»' 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday  f  January  29,  1841. 

MiNUTBB.]  Petitians  presented.  By  Mr.  Humphery,  from 
the  Bonni^  of  Southwark,  for  the  Erectum  of  a  New  I 
Street  leading  to  Blackfiriars  Bridge. — By  Mr.  Easthope,  i 
from  Leicester^  for  the  Abolition  of  Church  Rates,  and  j 
the  Disdiaxge  of  Mr.  Baines. — By  Mr.  O'Connell,  from  i 
the  BridUayert  of  Dublin,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  Lcgisla-  1 
tive  Union. — By  Captain  Winnington,  from  Worcester,  j 
for  the  Introduction  of  a  Bill  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
Navigation  of  the  River  Seven. 

Answer  to  the  Address.]  The 
Speaker  reported  that  the  House  had  yes- 
terday attended  her  Majesty  with  the  Ad- 
dress, to  which  her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  return  the  following  most  gra- 
cious answer : — 

"  I  receive  with  great  satisfaction  your  loyal 
and  affectionate  Address.  I  thank  you  for 
your  congratulation  on  the  increase  of  my  do- 
mestic happiness.  I  shall  not  cease  to  direct 
my  earnest  attention  to  every  measure  which 
may  tend  to  the  advancement  of  the  public 
welfare,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of 
Europe." 

Prince  Albert  and  Repeal.] 
Captain  Polhill  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  if  he 
was  aware  of  a  letter  addressed  to  *'  B.  M. 
Rae,  Esq./' and  dated  from  **  Buckingham 
Palace,  January  the  20th,  1841,"  and 
signed  '*  G.  E.  Anson,"  returning  thanks, 
on  the  part  of  Prince  Albert,  to  the 
*'  Loyal  Repeal  Association  of  Ireland," 
for  their  address  of  congratulation  on  the 
birth  of  the  Princess  Royal.  He  wished 
to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether  he  was 
aware  of  such  a  letter  having  been  writ- 
ten ? 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  he  was  not 
aware  of  such  a  letter  having  been  written. 
He  had  never  heard  of  it  until  it  was  men- 
tioned by  the  hon  Gentleman. 

Captain  Polhill  then  gave  notice  that 
he  would  repeat  the  question  on  Tuesday 
next,  when  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would 
be  prepared  to  say  whether  the  letter  was 
genuine  or  nut. 


Lord  /.  Russell  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
Gentlenian  gave  notice  of  any  question  as 
to  any  act  done  by  the  advice  of  her  Majes* 
ty's  MinisterSyhe  would  be  prepared  to  re- 
ply. But  he  could  not  undertake  to  be  so 
prepared  in  reference  to  any  act  done  by 
Prince  Albert. 

Subject  dropped. 

Copyright.]  On  the  Motion  of  Mr. 
Sergeant  Talfourd,  the  Order  of  the  Day 
for  the  Adjourned  Debate  on  the  Copyright 
Bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  said,  he  would, 
with  permission  of  the  House,  detain  them 
for  a  few  minutes  on  the  question.  He 
thanked  the  lion.  Member  for  the  oppor- 
tunity he  had  given  him  of  oflfering  some 
explanations  to  the  House,  though  he 
should  not  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  case.  He  would  simply  call 
to  the  recollection  of  the  House  an  outline 
of  the  history  of  the  bill.  He  had,  on 
five  diflferent  occasions,  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  that  bill,  and  it  had  been  so  fre- 
quently opposed,  that  it  must  have  re* 
ceived  ample  attention  from  the  House. 
It  had  received  the  sanction  of  conside- 
rable majorities.  On  one  occasion  more 
than  three  hundred  Members  had  recorded 
their  votes  on  the  subject,  and  he  found 
that  there  had  then  been  a  majority  of  nearly 
two  to  one  in  favour  of  the  principle  of 
the  measure.  Under  those  circumstances 
he  would  appeal  to  the  House  whether  he 
were  not  justified  in  abstaining  at  that 
stage  of  the  question  from  entering  into 
any  discussion  of  the  merits  ;  and  whether 
he  had  not  a  fair,  a  just,  and  a  Parliamen- 
tary claim  to  move  that  the  bill  should  be 
introduced  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  their 
consideration.  The  bill  had  also  been 
the  subject  of  numerous  petitions  from 
both  sides  of  the  House  and  he  might  say 
from  almost  all  the  great  ornaments  of  our 
literature.  When  he  coupled  with  the 
presentation  of  those  petitions  the  support 
which  the  measure  had  received  by  the 
votes  of  the  House,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  there  was  sufficient  reason  why 
the  Motion  he  was  making  should  be 
granted,  and  why  it  should  be  followed  by 
the  introduction  of  the  bill  into  the  House. 
It  was  rather  remarkable  that  notwith- 
standing the  zeal — and,  he  was  sure,  the 
honest  zeal — with  which  his  hon.  Friend 
had  opposed  the  bill,  he  had  never  con« 
sented  fairly  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  subject  on  its  first  introduction. 

On  the  contrary,  his  hon.  Friend  bad  been 
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prcwni  oa  tvo  foroicr  occasfoof,  wben  be 
broMfht  ia  ibe  oMMure,  UKMigh  be  bad 
HOC  aoogfat  to  preveol  its  beiag  laid  before 
tbe  Uoote.  He  tboagbt  he  woald  ba 
doiog  iojaalice  to  tbote  whose  interests  be 
adfocatedy  if  be  consented  to  bave  tbe 
measore  discossed  at  that  early  stage.  He 
woold  simply  call  on  the  House  to  allow 
him  to  bring  in  his  bill  as  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice which  be  could  fairlv  claioi,  and  be 
trusted  tbe  House  woalcl  recognize  that 
claim,  and  that  the  Motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  the  bill,  if  opposed  by  bis  boo. 
Friendy  would  be  carried  by  a  large  majo- 
rity* 

Mr.  War Imr tarn  had  expected  that  the 
bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  would  have 
stated  whether  the  bill  which  he  now 
wished  to  introduce  was  of  the  same  cha- 
racter, and  contained  the  same  prorisions, 
as  tbe  bills  which  he  had  introduced 
on  tliis  subject  in  former  Sessions. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  had,  he  thought, 
explained  the  other  evening  that  the  bill 
was  in  all  respects  similar  to  that  of  last 
Session. 

Mr.  fVarlmrton  was  then  to  understand 
that  the  bill  was  of  a  precisely  similar  cha- 
racter. Tbe  hon.  and  learned  Member 
had  alluded  to  the  support  which  that  bill 
had  already  received,  and  the  majorities 
by  which  it  bad  been  carried  on  the  se- 
cond reading.  What  he  complained  of, 
as  he  bad  stated  the  other  night,  and  which 
he  was  happy  again  to  state  in  the  pre- 
sence of  more  than  one  Cabinet  Minister, 
waa  that  wben  the  measure  had  been  be- 
fore introduced,  either  on  its  introduction 
or  on  its  second  reading,  Cabinet  Ministers 
or  the  Attorney-General  or  Solicitor-Ge- 
neral had  said  that  they  were  entirely  op- 
posed both  to  the  principle  and  the  details 
of  the  bill,  but  that  they  thought  it  un- 
civil to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  not 
to  allow  him  to  introduce  his  bill,  and  that 
therefore  thev  should  vote  for  the  second 
reading,in  order  to  allow  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed Gentleman  to  get  his  bill  into  commit- 
tee, in  order  that  the  details  of  it  might 
ba  considered  ;  and  on  that  principle,  not 
00  tbo  merits  of  the  bill  itself,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  hod  obtained  tbe 
|reat  majorities  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
Now  be  bad  certainly  expected  the  presence 
of  those  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
wheo  tbe  bill  was  in  committee,  but  so 
far  from  tbat|  when  the  bill  had  come  into 
committee  he  had  beoo  left  to  Bght  the 
battle  single-handed.  But  ha  Mieved 
that  on  any  oocaaioa  when  the  bill  came 


to  be  folly  coaaidereJ  ibc  bow.  and  laarwcrf 
GeatleaMD  would  find  that  tbe  gieat  aa- 
joriiy  ia  that  House  waa  afaiaat  biai; 
therefore  be  contended  that  be  bad  beea 
unfairly  treated,  and  therefore  be  hoped 
that  what  bad  occurred  in  former  Temn 
would  not  be  likely  to  happen  again.  Tbe 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  bad  atated 
that  he  considered  himself  unfairly  treated 
by  his  (Mr.  Warbarton*s)  opposing  tbe  bill 
at  the  present  staee ;  but  he  begged  to  re- 
mind the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
except  on  tbe  last  occasioo,  a  discussion 
had  always  taken  place  on  his  moving  for 
If-ave  to  bring  in  bis  bill.  There  was  no 
division  upon  his  naoviog  lor  leave  to 
bring  in  that  bill,  but  there  was  a  discussion 
upon  it ;  be  recollected  tbe  attendance  of 
Members  that  took  place  upon  tbe  nights 
which  the  hon.  Member  had  choaen  for 
going  on  with  the  bill ;  they  were  either 
just  after  Easter,  or  upon  the  Derby  day, 
when  it  was  certain  there  would  be  few, 
if  any.  Members  presenL  Now,  be  had 
chosen  a  night  for  bis  oppoattioo  to  the 
measure  when  it  was  almost  certain  there 
would  be  a  full  attendance,  and  therefore 
he  thought  the  bon.  and  learned  Member 
had  no  right  to  complain  of  .the  coorw  he 
had  adopted.  At  the  outset  of  the  present 
question  tbe  hon.  and  teamed  Member  and 
himself  were  completely  at  issue.  Tbe  hon. 
Member  stated  that  the  following  was  tbe 
principle  upon  which  he  founded  his  de- 
icuce  of  the  bill,  namely,  that  it  was  to  pre- 
vent an  unwarrantable  encroachment  on  tbe 
natural  rights  of  property  which  every  man 
had  in  the  productions  of  his  own  mind ; 
and  that  when  it  was  considered  that  all 
other  property  was  placed  under  tbe  safe- 
guard of  the  law,  the  same  protectioo 
should  be  extended  to  those  works  of 
genius  which  enlightened  the  community, 
exalted  the  national  character,  and  added 
to  the  powers  and  resources  of  the  coun- 
try. The  principle  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  set  up  was  the  inherent  right  in 
every  man  to  hb  mental  labour,  that  be 
thought  antecedent  to  all  other  consider* 
ations,  so  that  in  short  tbe  principle  was, 
that  whatever  a  man  produced  by  bia 
own  hands  and  bis  own  mind  was  his,  and 
his  only.  He  did  not  acknowledge  soch 
a  thing  as  natural  rights.  He  only  ac« 
knowledged  rights  growing  out  of  coQve« 
nience  and  general  expediency.  He  did 
not  confine  himself  to  simply  denying  tbe 
existence  of  these  rights  as  a  proposition ; 
but  be  would  say  that  be  could  not  ae« 
knowledge  this  Wat  Tyler  doctiioey  thai 
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whatever  a  man  produced  by  his  own 
hands  was  his,  and  his  alone.  Suppose  he 
applied  that  doctrine  to  the  general  pro- 
duction of  men's  labour,  what  would  be 
the  consequence  ?  Why,  there  would  be 
no  such  thing  as  taxes-^no  such  thing  as 
rent — no  such  thing  as  interest  for  money. 
Men  who  cultivated  (he  fields  did  not  re- 
ceive the  prohts  of  their  own  labour.  In 
short  the  matter  did  not  admit  of  a 
moment's  consideration.  All  the  profits 
of  labour  were  to  be  considered  in  the 
light  of  a  question  of  expediency.  In 
every  case  it  was  expediency  that  {roverned 
the  disposal  of  those  promts.  Take  the 
French  law  of  inheritance.  In  that  coun- 
try, a  man  even  at  his  death,  could  not 
dispose  of  property  solely  as  he  desired. 
In  other  countries  the  laws  interfered  more 
directly,  especially  in  the  disposal  of  li- 
terary property.  There  they  were  entitled 
to  interfere  with  the  author's  right,  even 
before  the  first  publication,  and  that  arose 
from  a  far  different  view  of  the  question 
beiug  taken  than  was  now  sought  to  be 
established.  The  doctrine  of  giving  all 
the  profits  of  their  mental  labour  to  authors 
could  not|  he  insisted  be  admitted  for  a 
moment.  It  was  that  position  of  ante- 
cedent natural  right  which  authors  had  to 
the  production  of  their  own  labour,  that 
was  the  foundation  of  the  opinions  laid 
down  by  the  judges  before  the  House  of 
Lords  upon  the  question  of  copyright.  It 
was  also  the  foundation  of  the  opinions 
of  the  Judges  in  the  cases  reported  in 
Fuller's  Report.  Not  once  had  the  judges 
who  said  there  was  a  Common-law  right 
to  literary  property  antecedent  to  the 
statute  of  Anne,  pretended  to  say  they 
could  found  that  position  on  any  pre- 
vious decision  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  courts  of  justice.  Mr.  Justice 
Oascoigne  said,  "  Our  Common-law  has 
its  foundation  in  private  justice,  moral  fit- 
nesSj  and  public  convenience,*'  and  it  was 
oo  that  doctrine  and  not  on  precedent  that 
the  judges  laid  down  the  Common-law  on 
the  subject.  The  judges  and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  were  therefore  at  issue, 
their  determination  of  the  Common-law 
right  being  founded  solely  on  expediency. 
Therefore  it  was  on  the  ground  of  expedi- 
ency alone  the  subject  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered. The  question  had  been  brought 
before  the  French  Chamber  of  Peers,  and 
two  reports  had  been  made  on  the  subject, 
and  this  antecedent  natural  right  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  advocated 


had  been  set  up,  but  he  (Mr.  Warburton) 
was  glad  to  find  that  the  Minister  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  had  abandoned  this  ground, 
and  founded  his  plan  solely  on  the  ques- 
tion of  expediency.  This  being  the  case, 
it  was  on  the  question  of  expediency  this 
question  must  i>e  argued,  and  in  consider- 
ing the  question  of  expediency,  they  must 
consider  the  interest  of  authors,  the  inter- 
est of  publishers,  and  the  interest  of  the 
public.  In  considering  the  interest  of 
authors,  they  were  bound  to  consider 
what  was  their  interest  under  the  present 
law.  The  present  law  gave  authors  a 
copyright  in  their  works  of  twenty-eight 
years  certain  from  the  time  of  publication, 
and  if  an  author  lived  longer  than  twenty- 
eight  years  he  had  a  copyright  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  This  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  not  think  sufficient.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  would  not,  like  him,  consi- 
der the  interests  of  the  public  collectively, 
but  those  of  authors  alone.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  there  might  be  inconvenience  in 
certain  cases  under  the  present  law,  such 
for  example  as  the  case  of  an  author  hav- 
ing prepared  a  new  edition  of  his  work 
with  improvements,  and  dying  before 
publication,  but  he  would  in  such  cases 
give  a  further  term  of  copyright  for  five 
years,  to  give  the  improved  edition  priority 
of  publication  to  reprints  of  the  old  edi- 
tion of  the  work  by  publishers  generally, 
but  this  also  would  not  satisfy  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman.  Authors  were 
not  contented  with  five  years,  or  with 
thirty  years,  as  was  the  case  in  Prussia, 
and  in  the  proposed  new  law  of  copyright 
in  France,  but  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  said,  that  they  must  have  sixty 
years  after  the  author's  death,  and  no- 
thing less  would  satify  them.  Various 
other  amendments  had  been  proposed  in 
committee,  but  nothing  less  than  sixty 
years  would  satify  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman.  The  present  copyright  lasted 
for  twenty-eight  years  at  least ;  at  what 
were  they  to  estimate  the  additional  term 
of  the  author's  life  and  the  sixty  years 
which  were  proposed  now  to  be  given? 
Why,  at  the  most  moderate  estimate, 
from  eighty  to  ninety  years  at  least  must 
elapse  before  the  copyright  would  revert 
to  the  public.  It  would  be  eighty  or 
ninety  years  at  least  before  they  would 
give  to  the  public  the  inestimable  advan- 
tage which  must  l}e  derived  from  the  free 
publication  of  works.  When  the  ques- 
tion had  been  last  discussed^  the  right 
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hoD.  ftod  learned  Memher  for  Ripoti,  bad 
rerj  properly  characterized  the  hoo.  and 
learned  Gentleman's  bill  as  tantamount  to 
a  perpetual  copyrigbt,  ami  bow  could  it 
be  considered  otherwise,  when  they  recol- 
lected what  a  small  number  of  works 
would  be  worth  republicatiun  after  a  lapse 
of  ninety  years?  But  8ap{>ose  they  con- 
ceded to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
and  his  supporters  the  present  measure? 
Would  that  satify  them?  In  accepting 
sixty  years  they  say  that  they  are  still 
subjecting  the  author  to  iijustice  by  de- 
priving him  of  a  perpetual  copyright ;  but 
that  was  not  all,  for  he  found  from  the 
work  of  the  American  author  to  which  he 
had  before  alluded,  that  it  was  not  a  mere 
copyright  that  would  satisfy  them.  He 
claimed,  besides  the  exclusire  right  of 
multiplying  copies,  the  exclusive  right  of 
reading  works.  That  author  said  that  it 
might  become  an  important  question, 
whether  the  purchaser  of  a  book  had  a 
right  to  assemble  multitudes  together  to 
read  to  them  the  contents  of  a  work  un- 
accompanied by  protection  to  the  copy- 
right. Therefore  if  they  once  opened  the 
door  to  this  claim  of  copyright  there  was 
no  knowing  to  what  extent  its  supporters 
might  carry  their  fantastic  notions  of  ex- 
clusive right  as  well  to  reading  as  to  mul- 
tiplying copies  of  a  work.  He  would 
next  come  to  the  effects  which  the  pro- 
posed law  would  have  on  the  interests  of 
authors  themselves.  He  found  a  passage 
in  a  report  of  the  Minister  of  Public  In- 
struction in  France,  to  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  in  which  he  very  properlv  stated 
the  extension  of  copyright  beyond  a  mo- 
derate term  of  years  would  be  attended 
with  eflTects  injurious  to  authors  them- 
selves in  the  highest  and  most  elevated 
view  that  could  be  taken  of  the  subject. 
It  would  injure  them  in  this  particular, 
that  it  would  afford  great  facilities  to- 
wards the  suppreuion  and  mutilation  of 
their  works.  That  was  not  an  imaginary 
evil—  it  was  one  which  had  recentlv  oc- 
curred in  an  edition  of  the  works  of  one 
who,  like  the  Mover  of  the  bill,  was  him- 
self a  distinguithed  poet.  A  similar  event 
had  taken  place  in  the  case  of  the  poem 
of  Joan  of  Arc,  which,  in  the  recent 
edition  published  b^  the  author,  was 
given  to  the  public  with  many  sup- 
pressions. And  yet  by  the  proposed 
Dill  all  the  passages  of  that  work  could 
BOI  appear  for  a  period  perhaps  of  ninety 
yaaia  m  the  form  which  would  be  most 


acceptable  to  the  friends  of  libertv.  The 
bill  would,  therefore,  enable  the  descend- 
ants of  authors  to  prevent  the  public  from 
reading  works  of  genius.  An  hon.  and 
learned  person,  Sir  James  Dalryaiple, 
who  was  counsel  for  the  defendants  in 
the  Scotch  case  before  the  House  of 
Lords,  had  characterised  the  Licensing 
Act  as  **  a  base  compromise  between 
publishers  having  regard  to  their  io- 
terests,  and  the  Court  having  a  view  to 
politics.**  Did  they  never  know  suppres- 
sion take  place  from  political  motives  ? 
An  illustration  of  this  was  found  in  Mr. 
Pepys's  work,  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  some  religious  works  of  Milton,  which 
were  in  the  handa  of  Elzevir,  the  printer 
at  Amsterdam,  were  suppressed.  The 
publication  of  any  religious  opinions  of 
Milton  was  considered  so  likely  to  be  dan- 
gerous  to  the  interests  of  the  crowned 
beads  of  that  day,  that  the  matter  became 
the  subject  of  a  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Secretary  Williamson  and  Elzevir, 
and  the  result  was  that  the  works  were 
then  suppressed.  Various  arguments  had 
been  adduced  on  former  occasions  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  to  show  that 
the  bill  introduced  would  not  only  be  fa- 
vourable to  authors  but  to  their  descend- 
ants, so  that  if  his  Copyright  Bill  bad 
existed  years  before,  Milton's  Paradiae 
Loitf  or  Shakspeare's  works  might  have 
been  suppressed.  He  (Mr.  Warburtoo) 
had  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  greater 
part  of  authors  were  either  necessitous,  or 
were  not  acquainted  with  the  value  of 
their  works.  But  he  believed  the  gene- 
rality of  literary  works  were  disposed  of 
with  considereble  advantage  to  authors 
themselves.  The  term  of  years  during 
which  copyright,  under  the  existing  law, 
existed,  was  twenty-eight  years*  During 
that  period  the  author  might  improve  the 
first  edition,  and  suppose  at  tbe  ex|>ira« 
lion  of  that  time,  namely,  the  first  twenty- 
eight  years,  the  author  would  have  an 
(Exclusive  right  to  the  work,  the  term 
would  be  extended  to  fifty-six  vears. 
Now,  suppose  thirty  years  were  allowed 
for  the  life  of  an  author,  and  the  above 
period  of  fifty-six  years  were  added  to 
that  time,  the  right  would  be  extended 
to  eighty  years.  Now,  the  works  of  ibe 
present  day  were  of  the  most  flimsy  cha« 
racter,  generally  speaking,  and  few  wcff« 
of  such  a  character,  that  after  the  expira- 
tion of  fourteen  years,  would  fetch  any* 
thing  like  a  good  price  in  the  mark«U 
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Autbon  did  not  now-a-days  laboui 
old  to  com  pose  works  that  would 
haoded  down  to  poalerily.  They  seldom 
pioduced  works  that  would  merit  a  re- 
wtrd  being  gifen  to  ihem  at  the  age  of 
e1ghly-6ve  years,  and  unless  lliey  did, 
the  quettion  of  copyright  should  be  ad- 
justed in  a  far  different  way  than  was 
now  sought.  They  had  the  reports  of 
former  years,  in  which  publishers  Informed 
commillees  of  the  House  that  works,  as 
Ihey  were  generally  penned,  were  not  in 
circulation  foi  more  (ban  from  roiirteen  to 
twenty  years.  Having  said  thus  much  he 
would  only  say  a  few  words  on  the  inter- 
eit  of  the  public.  This  was  nn  iiitoresL 
the  hon>  and  learned  Gentleman  entirely 
repudiated  nnd  disclaimed,  at  least  so  he 
wai  giren  to  understand.  But  as  an  il- 
Initration  on  this  point,  he  would  refer  to 
the  monopoly  of  printing  the  Bible.  If 
erer  there  was  a  work  of  which  the  sale 
ought  to  he  extensive — if  ever  there  was 
•  work  which  ought  to  be  afTorded  to  the 
public  at  the  cheapest  possible  rale,  with 
the  least  portion  of  pram,  it  ought  lo  be 
■o  in  (he  case  of  the  Bible,  the  monopoly 
of  which  was  in  the  hands  of  Ihe  Queen's 
printer,  and  the  Universitieg.  He  ha'l 
read  the  statements  of  those  gentlemen 
who  had  advocated  the  doing  away  with 
the  monopoly,  as  well  in  England  as  in 
Scotland :  and  from  those  iiaiements  he 
foond  that  they  would  reduce  the  present 
coat  of  publication,  by  a  very  lar^e  per 
centage  ;  and  he  look  that  as  a  conclusive 
example  that  the  granting  the  monopoly 
of  publication,  was  not  likely  lo  cheapen 
the  price  of  works.  Therefore,  as  a  friend 
to  the  public,  wishing  that  af^er  a  fair  re- 
muneration had  been  given  to  the  author 
which  was  secured  to  him  by  the  present 
law,  these  works  should  be  given  to  the 
public  at  those  moderate  prices  which  free 
competition  ensured,  he  opposed  this 
meaiore  of  the  hon'.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man as  unjust  and  injurious.  He  im- 
plored the  House  to  consider  that  if 
they  saffered  this  bill  to  pass,  vested 
inlereats  would  arise  under  it,  which 
wonld  render  it  impossible  for  (hem  to  re- 
trace their  aleps,  unless  they  went  to 
the  enormous  expense  of  buying  up 
alt  existing  copyrights,  as  if  it  were 
law  for  only  a  single  Session,  legal  set- 
llementa  would  take  place  on  eopyrighis,  in 
the  same  manner  as  on  land,  or  any  other 
description  of  property,  which  would  ren> 
der  it  impossible  for  them  ever  again  lo 
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Stand  on  the  ground  which  they  now  oc* 
cupied.  For  these  reaaoni  he  should 
oppose  the  moiion. 

Mr,  Hume  wished  to  say,  that  he  con- 
sidered he  was  doing  an  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public  at  Urge,  in  opposing  the 
introduction  of  the  bill.  He  agreed  with 
his  hon.  Friend,  that  the  period  to  which 
ihe  privilege  of  copyright  should  be  ex- 
tended, was  a  matter  for  the  most  serious 
consideration.  But  when  he  looked  to 
the  profits  which  authors  had  heretofore 
derived  from  tl^eir  labours,  he  considered 
the  monopoly  rhey  at  present  enjoyed  ai 
amply  remunerating.  The  proposed  bill 
would  increase  the  difficulties  of  acquiring 
knowledge,  and  thus  leriously  injure  the 
community.  When  the  publication  of 
Bibles  was  confined  in  Scotland  to  certain 
printers  they  were  forty  per  cent,  dearer 
than  they  were  now  that  the  raonopoly 
had  been  abolished.  For  these  reaiont 
he  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  coun- 
tenance the  introduction  of  the  measure. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes  142;  Noes 
30:— Majority  112. 
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Ashley,  Lord 
Baillie,  Culunel 
Baring,  rl.  hon.  F.  T. 
Barnard,  E.  G. 
Barrington,  Viscount 
Basset,  J. 
Bentinck,  Lord  G. 
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Blackburn  e,  1. 
Blakemore,  R. 
Bodkin,  J.  J. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Botfield,  B. 
Broadley,  H. 
Broad  wood,  [I. 
Brodie,  W.B. 
Brolherlon,  J. 
BrownrigB,  S. 
Bruges,  W,  H.  L. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Butler,  C. 
Buller.SirJ.Y. 
Bulwer,  Sir  I.. 
Durdelt,  Sir  F. 
Burr,  H. 
Buslieid,  W. 
Calcraft,  J.  II. 
Canning,  rt.hn.  Sir  S. 
Chalmers,  ?, 
Chichester,  Sir  B. 
Cholmondeley,  hn.  H. 
Clive,  E.  B. 
Clive,  hoo.  B.  H. 


Corry,  hon,  H. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Oarby,  G. 
D'RvDcourl, 

C.T. 
Dick,  Q. 
D'Israeli,  B. 
Divett,  E. 
Donkin,  Sir  R.  S. 
Dunbar,  G. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
F.liot,  Lord 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  E. 
Ellice,  Captain  A. 
Esl court,  T. 
Feilden,  W. 
Fector,  J.  M. 
Pent  on,  J. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Filiroy,  hon.  H. 
Fort,  J. 
Fonescue,  X. 
Fremande,  Sir  T. 
Gaskell,  J.  M. 
Gladstone,  \V.  E. 
Glynne,  Sir  S.  R. 
Gordon,  R. 
Gore,  O.  J.  E. 
Goulbum,  Tt.  hon.  H, 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Gray,  rt.  hou.SirC. 
Grey,  rl.  hon.  Sit  G. 
Grimsdiich,  T. 
Halford,  II. 
Haniilton,  Lord  C. 
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Hardinffe,rthn.SirU. 
Harland,  W.  C. 
Ilerries^  rt.  hn.  Sir  C. 
Hindc,  J.  II« 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hoskins,  K. 
Howard,  F.  J. 
Howard,  hn.  C',  W.  G. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
Hurt,  F. 
Irtoo,  ^. 
Irving,  J. 
Kemble,  H. 
Knatchbull,  right,  hon. 

Sir  E. 
Knighty  H.  G« 
Litton,  £. 
Lockhart,  A.  M. 
Lowlher,  hon.  H.  C. 
Lvgun,  hon.  Gen. 
Mackenzie,  Wm.  F. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
Mabon,  Vitcount 
Marton,  G. 
Miloes,  R.  M. 
Morf>eth,  Viscount 
Morris,  D. 
Murray,  A. 
Neeld,  J. 
O'Connell,  D. 
O'Connell,  J, 
O'Connelly  M.  J. 
OssulstoD,  Lord 
Packe,  C.  W, 
Parker,  M. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Perceval,  Colooel 


Pigot,  R. 
Planta,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  J. 
Power,  J. 
Pringle,  A. 
Rawdon,  Col.  J.  D. 
RediiiRton,  T.  N. 
Rice,  E.  R. 
Round,  J. 
Russell,  Lord  J. 
Sanford,  K.  A. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Shaw,  right  hon.  F. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Shirley,  K.  J. 
Smith,  R.  V. 
Somerset,  I^rd  G. 
Stanley,  hon.  ' 
Stanley,  Lord 
Sieuart,  R. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Slock,  Dr. 
Strickland,  Sir  C. 
Tancred,H.  W. 
Tufnel,  H. 
Turner,  W. 
Verney.  Sir  H. 
Villiers,  Viscount 
Waddington,  U.  S. 
Wilshere,  W. 
Winninglon,  Sir  T.  E. 
Wood,  Colonel 
Yorke,  hon.  E.  T. 
Young,  J, 
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Talfourd,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  IL 
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Blake,  W.  J. 
Duncombe,  T, 
Ellice,  E. 
Gisborne,  T. 
<ireg,  R.  H. 
Hollond,  R. 
Humphery,  J. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Lushington,  C. 
Muskett,  G.  A. 
0*Brien,  C. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Connell,  M. 
Pattison,  J. 
Pechell,  C. 
Protheroe,  £. 
Pry  me,  G. 

Leave  given,  the  Bill  brought  in  and 
read  a  first  time. 

Poor-law  Commission.]  Lord  John 
Russeii  ruae,  purtuaut  to  notice,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  "  Bill  to  continue 
the  Poor-law  Com  mission    lor  a  time  to 


Salwey,  Colonel 
Siansfield,  W.  R.  C, 
Strut!,  E. 
Style,  Sir  C. 
Thornely  T. 
Villiers,  hon.  C.  P. 
Wakley,  T. 
Walker,  R. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
White,  A. 
Williams,  W. 
Wood,  B. 
Yates,  J.  A. 
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Warhurton,  IL 
Hume,  J, 


be  limited,  and  for  the  fbrtber  amend- 
ment of  the  Laws  relating  to  the  Poor  in 
England."  He  did  not  feel  it  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  go  into  any  general  statement 
npon  the  present  occasion,  the  House 
having  formerly  not  merely  sanctioned  the 
principle  of  the  measure,  but  passed,  last 
Session,  two  other  bills,  in  order  to  con- 
tinue and  extend  its  operation,  the  one  to 
continue  the  Poor-law  Commission  till 
the  close  of  the  present  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  the  other  embracing  certain  amend- 
ments, chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  facilitat- 
ing the  measures  of  the  commissioners, 
and  extending  the  operation  of  the  bill, 
by  enabling  them  without  the  consent  of 
the  guardians  to  unionize  the  parishes 
which  were  under  what  was  called  Gil- 
bert's Act.  Clauses  very  nearly  to  the 
same  effect  he  proposed  to  introduce  into 
the  present  bill.  He  proposed  in  the 
same  bill  to  introduce  clauses  to  continue 
the  Poor-law  Commission,  and  as  tliey 
had  exercised  their  powers  most  benefici- 
ally to  the  public,  as  the  Goverment  con- 
sidered their  services  not  only  of  esstential 
benefit,  but  necessary  to  the  continuance 
of  the  system,  he  proposed  that  their 
powers  should  be  continued  for  ten  yean. 
With  these  observations  only,  he  beg^ged 
leave  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  **  A 
Bill  to  continue  the  Poor-law  Commts* 
sion  for  ten  years,  and  for  the  fartber 
amendment  of  the  Laws  relating  to  the 
Poor  in  England/' 

Mr.  Grimsdiick  could  not  sufier  that  op. 
portunity  to  pass  without  entering  his  pro* 
test  Against  the  unconstitutional  character 
and  tendencies  of  this  bill.  Its  great  prin- 
ciple was  to  govern  by  unions,  and  to  place 
enormous  powers  in  the  hands  of  an  irre- 
spoaible  and  most  objectionable  body.  When 
Uie  measure  was  first  introduced,  it  waa 
distinctly  stated  by  Lord  Altliorp,  that  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners  (which  he  ad- 
mitted were  of  an  unconstitutional  eha* 
racter)  were  vested  in  them  merifly  for  a 
temporary  purpose,  and  not  only  should 
not  be  continued  beyond  (ire  years,  but  he 
understood  the  noble  liord  to  go  the  length 
of  giving  a  pledge,  that  no  attempt  would 
ever  be  made  to  renew  the  commission. 
fLord  John  Rustrll :  No,  nal  The  noble 
Lord  dissented ;  perhaps  he  knew  better 
what  Lord  Al thorp  meant  to  say,  and  be 
was  not  disinclined  to  defer  to  anything 
which  fell  from  the  noble  Lord  upon  that 
point.  {lis  opinion,  however,  was  diame- 
trically the  reverse  of  the  noble  Lord*s  with 
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Teference  to  the  admioistration  of  the  law 
by  the  commisaionen  at  Somerset  Hause- 
So  far  from  having  acted  satis ractorily,  nnd 
for  the  interests  of  the  jiublic,  he  bdieved 
their  acts  hnd  introduced  cunfusiun  into 
almmt  every  union  in  the  kingdom.  Their 
unions  were  all  too  large.  In  fact,  it  would 
be  iropoRsibIc  to  work  out  such  unions  at 
ail  in  the  north  of  England.  He  could 
point  out  many  instances  in  which  the  sys- 
tem, most  unnecessary  he  maintained  in 
all  cases,  had  created  great  discontent,  the 
burdens  on  the  public  being  augmented, 
while  the  condition  of  the  poor  was  worse 
than  before.  It  was  impossible  to  conceal 
the  dissatisfaction  that  existed  with  re- 
ference to  the  dietary  lists  of  the  work- 
houses. The  newspapers  were  filled  with 
the  accounts  of  oppression  inflicted  on  the 
nnfiM'tunBte  inmates,  and,  as  the  result  of 
inquiries  called  for  by  public  opinion,  a 
master  of  a  workhouse  had  been  convicted 
of  an  assault  in  the  enforcement  of  punish- 
ments never  before  heard  of.  But,  with 
respect  to  the  impractibilily  of  the  system, 
be  would  adduce  a  single  instance — the 
Macclesfield  union.  It  consisted  of  forty- 
two  townships,  extending  over  an  area  of 
60,000  acres,  with  a  population  of  70,000. 
It  was  governed  by  fifty  guardians,  of 
whom  eleven  only  were  returned  for  Mac- 
clesfield and  the  adjoining  townships  con- 
stituting part  of  the  parliamentary  borough, 
their  population  being  upwards  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  entire  union,  some  rated  at 
1,0001.  a-year,  a  great  many  at  500^,  and 
a  very  large  number  at  from  100/.  to  200^ 
In  the  memorial  lately  addressed  by  the 
town  of  Macclesfield  to  Somerset  House 
these  things  had  been  represented  to  the 
commissioners,  in  order  that  the  union 
might  be  dissolved  and  reconstructed  within 
a  more  reasonable  and  practicable  compass. 
But  the  commissioners  would  not  interfere. 
The  answer  they  returned  was  evasive.  It 
was  impossible  that  those  unions  could 
worh  in  the  north  of  England.  In  the 
union  to  which  he  had  adverted,  there  were 
no  less  than  3,000  paupers  on  the  books. 
Some  parts  of  the  union  were  situate 
more  than  ten  miles  from  the  central  point 
where  tlie  guardians  met.  In  some  parts 
no  guardians  could  be  had  to  work  without 
being  paid  for  their  attendance,  and  by 
Kime  contrivance  there  was  actually  a  num- 
ber (tf  farmers  who  were  paid  guardians. 
They  pusitively  outnumbered  those  towhom 
the  proper  management  of  the  law  should 
be  inlru»ted.  Wbile  the  well-meaning,  but 
nally  ignorant,  were  allowed  to  swamp  the 


intelligent  and  high-rated,  it  would  be  im- 
possible  satisfactorily  to  work  those  unions. 
With  respect  to  the  bill,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  Government  would  have 
to  regret  the  step  they  were  now  taking. 
There  was  much  discontent  in  the  country, 
and  he  r^retted  to  see  it  had  been  fanned 
almost  into  flame  by  the  working  of  the 
New  Poor-law.  He  was  satisfied  they 
would  increase  rather  than  diminish  that 
feeling  by  this  measure.  Why  should  pow- 
ers of  so  extensive  and  dpngcrous  a  charac- 
ter be  given  to  persons  like  the  commis- 
sioners?  Why  was  the  country  to  he 
overrun  by  their  assLstant  commiiaiuneni  ? 
He  understood  the  Act  of  Parliament 
had  limited  the  number,  but  they  bad 
doubled  it,  Under  these  circumstances  he 
must  protest  iigainst  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord.  If  the  bill  to  be  introduced 
should  contain  clauses  for  relaxing  the  se- 
verities  and  ameliorating  the  operation  of 
the  New  Poor-law  Act,  he  should  hail  the 
amendment  with  much  satisfaction  j  but  if 
they  proposed  to  abide  by  their  principle 
and  attempt  to  carry  iiitt  the  law  by  a 
system  of  unions,  they  might  depend  upon 
it  a  fair  trial  would  never  be  had  for  it  so 
long  as  they  intrusted  such  obnoxious  and 
irresponible  poweis  to  the  commissiouers — 
too  vast  and  dangerous  even  for  a  Secretary 
of  Stale  to  possess ;  and  which,  judging 
from  their  acts,  they  had  used  so  badly  for 
the  interests  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Wakletf  wished  lo  know  if  it  vra> 
tbe  intention  of  the  noble  Lord  to  iolro- 
duce  two  bills  ?  He  should  have  thought, 
that  the  noble  Secretary  would  have  sub> 
mitted  two  motions.  There  could  be  no 
objection  to  an  amendment  of  the  existing 
Poor-laws.  He  was  sure  the  House  and 
(he  country  desired  such  an  amendment. 
But  then  there  was  another  pioposal  an- 
nexed lo  this — that  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
sion should  be  continued  ten  years.  He 
believed  that  proposal  of  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  receive  the  sanction  of  that 
House.  Assuredly  it  would  not  receive  the 
sanction  of  tbe  public.  He  would,  there- 
fore, really  submit  to  the  noble  Lord,  if  he 
wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
fairly  on  this  question,  that  he  should 
divide  his  bill  into  two  parts,  obviously 
prescribed  by  the  nature  of  the  question 
—  the  one  lo  amend  the  law,  tlie  other  to 
continue  the  commission.  He  had  ex- 
pected that  the  noble  Lord  would  apt 
content  himself  with  malting  so  brief  a 
statement    as   he  hail    submitted   lo   th« 
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A  1  suieei  oc  wmch  ratt  national 

did  esped  ihey  woold 

nsKii  on  i^at  occision  a  full  deve- 
IS  the  noble  Lord  could 


C  «  s&e  ejects  which  the  existing 


iw  iiafti  3RC«ced  on  the  inlerests  of  the 
mN^.  K^>Kher  vith  such  statistical  data 
J*  iiOiciKM  Kare  satis6ed  the  House  of  the 
34<«Mi-«T  c-f  the  chanjfes  proposed ;  but, 
9/  iw  as  the  leader  of  the  House  wascon- 
c^ime^),  they  were  left  in  utter  iii^norance 
WMk  as  to  its  operation  and  the  necessity 
c4  Sk>«ie  chances  in  the  hill.     He  for  one 
SaJ  M^  iv|^at  his  ho)>o  that  the  nnblc  I^rd 
wv«ld  not  ohjcct  to  put  \m  proposition  in 
lw«  l^irts  -founding  a  separate  motion  on 
^^k|| — ii)^  one  to  continue  the  Poor-law 
i\MMmissh\n,  the  other  to  amend  the  pro- 
UMil  law  :  hut  if  the  noble  lx)rd  declined 
^\  adopt  thatsufint('*ti^^n,  he  for  one,  in 
aaaMilni|r  to  the  introduction  of  a  bill  for 
lh<i  awendment  of  the  presrnt  law.  be|r);ed 
inoal  dtsiiuollv  and  unhesilaliuKly  to  de- 
elai«)  that  he  should  oppose  the  other  oh* 
teol  III  i\ll  lU  sla^^vs.      Hie  conuuissioners 
had    fadeil   in   Bivintf  aatufaotion  to  the 
pMhhi\  It  wa«  %^Muideivd  lo  lie  an  useless 
(MalllMlhMi,  and  a  most  c\pon»ive  one.  lie 
Wllene^l  Iho  i«eople  would  not  yt«ud|;e  the 
«*\|ven«%^   il   tne]r   Iwhc^ed   the   luMitnlion 
\^aa  ueo*^a»arv  to  the  |hvm  ;  hut  the  l.iw 
waa    if^^ai^lrd    a*  a   haitth  and   inhuman 
law.     Il  was  eoukidared  to  Ihi  a  law  un- 
suited  to  iha  oharilahle  and  kindly  di«|>o. 
altioii  of  the  people  of  this  country  ;  and 
ha    was  aina/ed  that  a    Ministiy  calling 
llaelf  reformed,  relying  for  viippott  on  the 
aiHHl  wishei  of  the  people,  kIiouUI  nropose 
Ota  continuance  of  such  a  law  alter  the 
v^|wiience  they  had  hod  of  its  pi'inicious, 
and  in  his  opniion,  most  criirl  wuikini;. 
1 1  had  the  effect  of  takini;;  from  the  |ienplt« 
iha  admiiiisl ration  of  their  i»wn  utlaii*  in 
malUrs  most  deeply  atlWtiiiK  llieir  own 
lulviuiitSj  depriving  them  i»f  the  iiiean«  of 
applying  their  own  moiiuy  i(»  the  u-linf  of 
thu   mstii'SkiloiiN  in   their  «»wn  iieigldMHir- 
huuds.     Was  ilia  imhli:  Liid   pirp.i|-ei|  in 
khuw  ihu  necessity  fur  the  (^unlhiuance  of 
ilia  cuiiunissum  /     lie  ically  was  ttiikiniis 
to  louin  what  it  was  that  the  cominimiitin- 
crs  wisru  111  olivet.     Was  I  he  law  lo  hi*  iu 
thu  will  of  the  coinniissioiiers  ^     Or  was 
thti  law  to  be  on  the  staluie-books  of  the 
realm?     If  the   Poor.law  of  the  country 
was  to  he  a  recognized  well-understood 
Uw  —a  law  upon  well-defined  and  intulli- 
uibU  principles,  it  might  easily  and  safely 
bf  well  adniiniatered  ;  but  if  it  were  only 


to  be  an  appeal  from  the  cruel  disposition 
and  tyrannical  decrees  of  a  board  of  guar- 
dians to  the  commisaionera  at  Someraet- 
house  themselves,  creating  whatefer  laws 
they  thought  fit — if  such  was  the  vnoon- 
stitutional  mode  of  governing  the  poor, 
the  sooner  the  system  was  got  rid  of  the 
better.     It  was  a  most  despotic  creation 
of  authority,  constituting  Someraet-house 
more  powerful  than  any  authority  which 
even  that  House  could  exercise.     He  held 
in  his  hand  a  small  book,  which  he  bad 
obtained  a  short  time  since  from  Somerset- 
house,  entitled  Amended  H'orkhoute  Rules, 
Heaven  only  knew  what  the  rules  were 
before,    which    these   were    intended   to 
amend  ;  but  what  did  he  find  nnder  the 
head  **  Discipline  and  Diet  of  Paupers  ?** 
He  believed   it  was  generally  admitted, 
that  in  our  gaols  no  severer  punishment 
rould  be  inflicted  than  the  silent  system. 
Our  criminals  complained  that  they  were 
cruelly  and  unjustly  treated  by  being  sub- 
jected' to  the  operation  of  the  silent  sys- 
tem.    Was  the  new  law   to  enable   the 
commissioners   stifely    to  carry  out    the 
silent  system  in  the  workhouses  ?     He  did 
not   know  whether  the  noble  Lord   was 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  document  he 
held  in  his  hand.     He  ought  at  least  to 
hAve  been  put  in  possession  of  it.     Hie 
inloimation  should  have  been  communi- 
rateil    lo  the   noble  Lord   before  it  was 
hri>u(«ht  into  operation  with  reference  to 
the  public.     Tiiere  was  a  provision  in  the 
Poor-law    Amendment    Act,    which    re- 
<piired    that    every   general    rule,    when 
made,  should  l>o  submitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Slate  before  it  obtained  the  force 
of  Lw.     Ihit,    in  order  to  evade  the  re- 
sptmsihiliiy    and    inconvenience   of   such 
rritiiMim   in  rvrry  instance,  a   particular 
Milo,  us  It  was  called,  was  made  for  each 
paitieulai  unum,  and  thus  no  general  rules 
wiio  suhmilird  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
with  rrftfiruce  to  the  government  of  the 
\%oikliouiirs.      What,     then,      said      the 
'*  amended  "   regulation   he   held  in    his 
hand  ?     It  stated,  that 

••  All  pniipcfji  in  workhouses,  except  the  sick 
uiitl  tlin%o  of  tliu  fiI^t,  fourih,  sod  seventh 
fliisiirfi,  thull  ns**,  be  sol  to  work,  leave  off 
work,  and  k"  ^"  ^^^^  *^  ^^'^  times  mentioned  in 
a  feubvcipieni  tutile  marked  A,  and  be  allowed 
•u<  h  uilervaU  for  thiMr  meals  a*  therein  suted ; 
tlie»c  feeverul  iiiut*s  ibjll  be  noted  by  tlie 
rinisinx  of  a  l-cll,  and  during  the  tine  of  neak 
feiluiitc  iilull  bi;  nuinluiiicd." 

They  were  to  be  kept  to  work  all  other 
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koQrst  but  at  meal  times,  even  in  the 
workhouse,  silence  was  to  be  observed. 
Here»  then,  was  the  introduction  of  that 
•ystem  which  was  regarded  as  most  penal 
when  experienced  by  our  criminals  in  the 
professed  administration  of  relief  to  those 
unfortunate    beings   who    stretched    out 
their  hands  for  alms  in  the  hour  of  sad 
necessity.     Wus  it,  then,  to  enforce  regu- 
lations of  this  kind,  that  the   Poor-law 
Commission   was  continued  ?     And  if  it 
were  not  to  enforce  such  regulations,  why, 
he  asked,  was  the  country  to  be  saddled 
with  such  an  expensive  machinery?     He, 
for  one,  saw  no  necessity  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  commission  ;  if  he  did,  in  the 
remotest  degree,  he  would  t>e  one  of  the 
first  to  support  it,  for  nothing  could  be 
more  desirable  in  a  country  boasting  of  its 
civilization  than  to  make  adequate  pro- 
vision for  the  due  administration  of  the 
bw   with    reference    to   the  poor.     But 
when  it  was  proposed  to  inflict  on  those 
individuals    in   the   workhouse  the  same 
species    of    punishment    inflicted    upon, 
and  most  dreaded  by,  criminals  in   our 
gaols,  he  must  say  the  law  wanted  huma- 
nitv  for  its  principle,  and  discretion  for  its 
guidance.     In  the  office  he  had  the  honour 
to  fill,  he  had  ample  opportunities  of  wit- 
nessing the  operation  of  the  law.     He  had 
nosi  ample  opportunities  of  knowing  what 
were  the  feelings  of  the  middle  classes  of 
society  in  relation  to  it.     He  met  the  mid- 
dle classes  of  society  in  large  numbers 
almost  every  day  of  his  life.     He  scarcely 
found  one  out  of  ten  approve  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law.     The  feeling  against  it 
was  universal ;  it  was  increasing  in  force ; 
it  was  deep-rooted ;    it  was    not  to   be 
shaken.  One  and  all  contended  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  such  a  law  ;  one  and 
all  asked  why  such  a  law  was  enacted, 
unless  to  drive  the  poor  from  making  any 
application  at  all  to  the  workhouse,  ren- 
dering it  a  scene  of  apprehension  and  tor- 
ture, rather  than  a  place  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief.  He  knew  of  two  instances 
occurring  in   one  week,  of  persons  who 
preferred  death  rather  than  go  into  the 
workhouse.     They   declared    they   would 
rather  die   than  be  separated  from  their 
children  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
New  Poor-law,  and  they  did  die  rather 
than  go  into  the  workhouse.     What  was 
the   humane  system   of   classification  of 
paupers  adopted  in  the  Kensington  union  ? 
The  parish  consisted  of  40,000  persons ; 
but  that  was  not  considered  large  enough 
VOL.LVI.    {5-i2} 


to  form  one  local  government,  and  it  was 
formed  into  an  union  consisting  of  120,000, 
so  that  the  poor  had  to  travel  miles  and 
miles,  from  Ken  sal-green  to  Kensington, 
for  instance,  before  they  could  apply  to 
the  workhouse.     There  was  no  workhouse 
in  the  parish  of  Paddington.     In  one  in- 
stance a   remarkably   fine   child,   twelve 
months  old,  having  been  exposed  at  the 
door  of  a  house  in  the  £dgeware-road, 
was  found  by  a  policman,    who    took  it 
to  the  station-house.     It  was  still  alive, 
and  stretched  out  its  nands  to  play  with  a 
dog.     It  was  then  capable  of  laughing.   It 
was  in  the  first  week  in  December.     The 
policeman  took  two  hours  to  find  his  way 
to  the  workhouse,  and  the  child  died.  The 
verdict  was,    *'  Died   from    exposure   to 
cold ;"  and,  as  the  jury  considered  that 
the  mother  had  exposed  the  child  for  the 
purpose  of  killing  it  by  the  cold,  they  re- 
turned a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  against 
her.      Her   unnatural    conduct    was    no 
doubt   influenced    by  the    cruelties   she 
would  have  been  exposed  to  in  the  work* 
house.  Such  a  law  was  not  to  be  endured. 
Those  who  thought  the  country  would  be- 
come reconciled  to  such  acts  of  inhumanity 
and  cruelty  were  utterly  deceived  in  their 
estimates  of  the  English  character.     He 
entreated  the   House  to  pause  before  it 
sanctioned  the  renewal  of  the  commission 
which  had  done  so  much  violence  to  the 
feelings    of   humanity.      How   were  the 
paupers  classed  in  the  Kensington  union  ? 
There  was  separation  with  a  vengeance. 
The  fathers  of  families  were  at  Kensing- 
ton, the  mothers  at  Chelsea,  the  daughters 
at  Fulham,  and  the  sous  in  the  parish  of 
Hampstead.     Fathers,  mothers,  sons,  and 
daughters,  located  in  four  houses  in  dif- 
ferent parishes!    Before  the  House  con- 
sented to  the  introduction  of  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue the  commissioners,  he  thought  the 
noble  Lord  ought  in  justice  to  state,  for 
the  satisfaction  of  the   public,   whether 
their  authority  would,  in  future,  be  exer- 
cised as  it  had  been  up  to  the  present  time. 
He  wanted  to  know  whether  the  softening 
hand  of  kindness  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
new  bill,  or  whether  it  would  exhibit  all 
the  odious,  harsh,  un-English  features  of  the 
old  law  ?    Most  anxious  as  he  was  to  see 
the  existing  law  amended,  no  one  could 
be  more  strongly  opposed  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  commission  ;  and,  if  the  latter 
provision  were  insisted  on  as  a  part  of  the 
bill,  he  sincerely  hoped  it  would  not  be 
enacted  into  a  law.     He  trusted  that  the 
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amendments  would  tend  to  soften  the 
perities  and  cruelties  of  the  existing 
system  ;  then  he  should  hail  its  progress 
with  delight  and  satisfaction.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  comroistioners  were  to 
he  continued  in  the  full  exercise  of  their 
authority,  and  made  the  scapegoats  of  all 
the  guardians  in  the  country  who  desired 
to  act  with  cruelty  to  the  poor,  he  would, 
with  all  his  might,  oppose  it*»  introduction 
and  its  progress  in  every  stage  through 
that  House. 

Mr.  Hind  said,  he  could  not  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
sioners had  been  altogether  characierized 
by  harshness  and  cruelty,  but  he  did  agree 
with  him  ihat  before  the  noble  Lord  called 
upon  the  House  to  continue  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  he  ought  to  show  some 
ground  for  the  continuance,  and  give 
some  reason  why  the  further  administra- 
tion of  the  Poor-laws  could  not  be  in* 
trusted  to  persons  locally  interested. 
When  £rst  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act 
camt  into  operation,  it  was  necessary  that 
very  large  discretionary  powers  should  be 
given  to  the  commissioners,  but  that  ne* 
ctssity,  he  thought,  did  not  now  eiist. 
The  course  that  should  be  taken  now  was 
this;— The  rules  and  regulations  which 
had  been  laid  down  bv  the  Poor-law  Com- 
missioners, should  be  reported  to  the 
House  and  eaamined  into.  Such  as  were 
deemed  necessary  and  prouer  might  then 
receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament  by  an 
ei  press  vote  in  both  Houses,  and  be 
placed  on  the  stitute«book ;  while  those 
which  were  objectionable  (and  he  believed 
there  were  meny  of  that  deKription)  could 
be  eiipun|ed  and  annulled  by  the  same 
authority.  He  hoped  that  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  who  had 
supported  the  Government  on  this  ques* 
tion  would  not  continue  that  support  un- 
less adequate  reasons  were  given  by  the 
noble  Lord,  for  prolonging  the  extraor* 
dinary  powers  of  the  Poor-law  Commis- 
sioners. Ho  would  conclude  by  asking 
the  noble  Lord,  whether  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  continue,  not  merely  the  powers  of 
the  Commiuioners  at  Bomerset-house,  but 
also  thit  vast  and  expensive  machinery, 
the  sub-commiuioners,  who  were  dis- 
persed all  over  the  country?  He  asked 
that  question  because  it  was  the  intention 
of  tho  House  at  the  time,  and,  he  be- 
lieved, of  the  Government  also,  that  the 
oh|eet  of   appointing  sub*commissioners 


was  to  IsciHtate  the  division  of  the 
conotry  into  unions,  and  effect  that  pin- 
liminary  organisation  throughout  the  knd 
which  was  thought  necesaarr  for  the  dne 
administratbn  of  the  law.  If  that  gfent 
object,  however,  had  not  been  entirely 
carried  into  effect,  he  should  not  oppose 
the  further  continuance  of  the  powera  of 
the  sob-commiuioners  for  a  limited  time, 
say  for  a  year  or  two.  But  when  the 
noble  Lord  talked  of  ten  years,  he  must 
confess  that  he  regarded  such  a  pro- 
position as  an  attempt  to  perpetnate  the 
system  ;  and  he  warned  the  House,  that  if 
they  passed  the  bill  for  extending  the 
powers  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners  for 
ten  yesrs,  they  would,  in  fact,  be  rendering 
permanent  a  vast  expense  lo  the  country. 

Captain  PeduU  expressed  his  appro* 
bation  of  the  obserrations  which  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  jost 
spoken,  and  those  which  the  hon.  Member 
on  his  right  (Mr.  Wakley)  had  addreased 
to  the  House.  But,  at  the  aame  time,  he 
must  say,  that  he  did  not  find  fault  with 
the  noble  Lord  for  omitting  what  those 
hon.  Gentlemen  desired  to  know.  The 
noble  Lord  had  stated  quite  enongh  to 
alarm  him.  He  referred  to  the  proeisioM 
in  the  new  bill  for  putting  down  tho  cor* 
porations  under  Mr.  Gil^rt'a  Act,  and 
annihilating  Local  Acts  under  whieh  many 
towna  were  governed.  Armed  aa  be  had 
been  with  petkione  and  lemoaatraneaa 
against  any  such  inroad  upon  the  Gtlli«t 
unions,  he  must  protest  against  the  pro* 
position  of  the  noble  Lord,  for  ha  believed 
that  it  was  impossible  to  find  any  fault  in 
them,  and  therefore  it  was  impossibia  lo 
amend  or  improve  them.  The  onlyob^- 
tion  to  them  was  found  in  the  jealooay  of 
the  Commiuioners,  who  regarded  them  as 
so  many  blanks,  or  rather  blots,  in  their 
map,  interfering  with  their  new  onions. 
Now,  be  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  intro* 
duction  of  the  KnII,  or  of  any  amendoMnt 
the  noble  lx)rd  might  think  proper  to 
bring  forward,  but  he  hoped  that  those 
parts  of  the  bill  affecting  the  Gilbert 
unions,  and  the  local  acts  governing 
parishes,  would  be  omitted. 

Mr.  Darbff  said,  he  was  not  quite  enre 
that  he  could  agree  in  the  reeommenda* 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Pinsburv, 
that  the  noble  Lord  should  divide  his  bill 
into  two  bills,  because  he  was  afhiid  in 
that  case  that  the  noble  Lord  would  carry 
the  bill  for  the  further  continoanee  of  the 
power  of  the  Commissioneia  for  ten  years, 
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mad  that  the  other  bill,  for  amending  the 
present  law,  would  then  be  lost  sight  of 
altogether.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
when  the  noble  Lord  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  his  bill,  he  would  have  it  printed 
and  circulated  without  delay,  and  give  an 
early  notice  of  the  second  reading,  in  order 
that  hon.  Members  might  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  consider  its  various  provisions.  I 
Sir  C  Orey  observed,  that  the  old 
Poor-law  had  been  proved  to  be  a  bad 
law,  if  noc  in  principle,  at  least  in  prac- 
tice, by*  a  majority  of  reports  from  ail 
quarters  of  the  country,  while  the  system 
now  in  existence,  whatever  faults  might 
be  imputed  to  it,  was,  at  all  events,  one 
that  ought  to  be  prolonged,  inasmuch  as 
it  bad  set  up  a  barrier  against  that  inva- 
sion of  property  which  was  threatened  by 
the  rapid  increase  of  pauperism  in  the 
country.  But,  if  the  present  system  ought 
not  to  be  continued  entirely  in  its  present 
shape,  at  least  some  substitute  should  be 
provided.  He  thought  the  present  system 
well  calculated  for  those  paupers  who 
might  be  considered  to  have,  either  by 
their  own  fault  or  neglect,  become  bur- 
Ihentome  to  the  country,  and  indeed  for 
any  class  of  paupers  except  those  who 
had  been  industrious  persons,  and  formed 
what  he  would  call  the  meritorious  class 
of  destitute  poor.  But  he  did  not  think 
the  system  sufficient  for  all  the  demands 
of  poverty  in  this  country ;  and  he  most 
entirely  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbnry  as  far  as  his  remarks  were  ap- 
plicable to  the  condition  of  the  meritorious 
poor.  Would  any  Member  of  that  House 
get  up  and  deny  that  there  was  such  a 
class  of  paupers,  or  that  they  were  a 
numerous  class?  Was  it  possible  for 
hon.  Gentlemen  to  shut  their  eyes  to  the 
fact,  that  in  the  manufacturing  districts 
there  were  hundreds,  nay,  thousands  of 
persons,  who  might  be  reduced  to  destitu- 
tion without  any  fault  of  their  own,  but 
simply  by  the  mere  fluctuations  of  trade  ? 
He  might  appeal  to  the  gentlemen  ac- 
quainted with  the  state  of  the  agricultural 
districts,  especially  in  the  southern  coun- 
ties, and  ask,  had  they  not  themselves  ex- 
pressed their  surprise  that  the  very  la- 
bourers who  had  tilled  their  estates  and 
raised  from  them  the  rents  which  they 
enjoyed,  were  unable  to  provide  for  their 
families,  and  were  standing  on  the  verge 
of  destitution?  Over-exertion  might,  in 
a  moment,  reduce  a  man,  who  had  been 
tempted  to  thai  over-exertion  in  his  desire 


to  provide  for  his  wife  and  family,  to  a 
state  of  utter  poverty  and  helplessness,  so 
that  they  would  all  be  compelled  to  seek 
relief  at  the  workhouse  door.  But  was  it 
honourable  to  this  country,  claiming  for 
itself  the  character  of  an  enlightened  and 
Christian  country,'  that  the  sole  provision 
for  its  meritorious  poor  should  be,  that 
they  must  be  thrust  into  central  work- 
houses, the  several  members  of  each  family 
being  separated  and  draughted  to  four 
diflferent  houses  situated  in  different  and 
distant  places?  He  would  pass  by  the 
dietary,  and  the  sense  of  degradation,  as 
having  even  less  of  pain  and  affliction 
connected  with  them  than  that  circum- 
stance of  separation  alone.  But  he  had 
no  wish  to  enter  further  into  these  details. 
Should  the  noble  Lord  bring  in  his  bill 
without  further  amendments  he  woukl 
support  it,  because  he  believed  that  the 
present  system  worked  some  good,  and 
ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  discontinued. 
Still,  he  contended  that  a  great,  powerful, 
and  rich  country  like  this,  which  was 
spreading  its  arms  over  the  whole  world, 
and  spending  its  millions  in  carrying  its 
sway  into  the  remotest  corners  of  the 
globe,  ought  to  have  some  proper  and 
permanent  provision  for  its  meritorious 
poor.  He  would  suggest  that  a  supple- 
mentary power  should  be  given  to  vestries 
or  parochial  meetings  to  give  relief  to  de- 
servingf  cases.  He  rejoiced  to  see  that  the 
first  bill  brought  in  by  the  noble  Lord  was 
one  to  amend  the  Poor-law  Amendment 
Act,  and  also  that  the  first  bill  introduced 
into  the  other  House  of  Parliament  by 
another  noble  Lord  was  one  for  the  regu- 
lation of  vestry  meetings ;  and  his  only 
regret  was,  that  there  was  no  indication  of 
any  power  being  conveyed  to  those  meet- 
ings for  raising  money  wherewith  to  re- 
lieve the  meritorious  poor  as  they  deserved 
to  be  relieved. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  said,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  the  House  and  of  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  he  would  certainly  not  tres- 
pass on  its  patience  at  any  great  length  ; 
for  he  did  not  wish  to  see  a  discussion  car- 
ried on  which  might  be  considered,  in 
many  respects,  premature ;  at  all  events, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  and  at 
the  present  moment,  it  was  scarcely  ripe 
for  the  attention  of  the  House.  At  the 
same  time,  having  always  objected  to  this 
measure,  he  could  not  refrain  from  observ- 
ing how  much  experience  had  confirmed  the 
views  he  had  held  and  expressed  respeet- 
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in^  it.  He  bad  always  said,  and  he  now 
aaid  again,  that  it  w'as  in  every  point  of 
Yiew  a  moiit  unconstitutional  measure,  at 
once  repugnant  to  the  feelings,  and  habits, 
and  opinions,  of  the  people  at  large,  and 
calculated  to  undermine  the  best  feelings, 
the  morals,  and  the  happiness,  of  the 
whole  population  of  this  country.  He 
had  oppoised  the  Poor-law  Amendment 
Act  because  he  felt  that  it  was  not  merely 
an  experiment,  but  a  most  dangerous  and 
▼ery  rash  experiment.  However,  stand- 
ing very  nearly  alone  at  that  time,  and 
there  being  a  pretty  general  impresjiion, 
that  the  mismanagement  and  misapplica- 
tion of  funds  under  the  old  poor  laws 
cried  out  for  reform,  as  they  certainly  did, 
the  new  bill  was  passed ;  but  his  humble 
opinion  was  then,  as  now,  that  reforms 
might  have  been  constitutionally  eflPected, 
and  therefore  in  a  manner  free  from  the 
grave  objections  to  which  the  present 
system  was  open.  In  fact,  the  present 
law  was  so  erroneous — fundamentally  er- 
roneous— that  he  did  not  believe  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  noble  Lord  to  frame 
it  so  as  to  make  it  what  it  ought  to  be — a 
permanent  measure,  and  fit  to  be  adopted 
in  thia  country.  He  would  not  attempt 
to  repeat  what  the  bon.  Member  for  Fiiia. 
bury  had  so  powerfully  stated;  but  h« 
desired  to  declare  bis  entire  concurrence 
10  the  views  of  that  hon.  Member,  and  he 
would  go  further,  and  say,  that  if  the 
bon.  Member  had  the  power  to  move,  thut 
th»  bill  be  thrown  out  at  once,  and  alto- 
ffetber  disposed  of,  and  that  a  new  system 
be  established,  he  should  be  quite  proud 
to  vote  with  him  to  that  extent.  He  «i-a< 
quite  satisfied  that  it  was  impossible  ever 
to  make  this  bill  palatable  to  the  peopit* 
of  this  country,  or  to  bring  the  thinkiti;; 
men  in  this  country  to  approve  of  the 
erection  of  such  a  tribunal  as  that  which 
had  been  set  up  at  Somerset  House— a 
tribunal  posseuing  powers  more  exorhii 
ant  and  irresponsible  than  had  ever  been 
exercised  by  any  tribunal  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, or  in  any  times.  The  unions 
of  parishes,  and  the  centralization  of  dis- 
tricts which  had  taken  place,  must  be 
pr^nant  with  mischiefii,  because  the 
proper  administration  of  poor  laws  de- 
manded that  attention  to  details  which 
rendered  it  impossible  for  any  board 
whatever,  even  if  composed  of  the  ablest 
men  in  the  world,  to  frame  those  rules 
nod  regulations  which,  without  considera- 
tion of  local  circumstances,  or  any  regard 


to  the  character  of  the  poor,  conM  work 
juitly  and  satisfactorily.  It  was  impoa* 
sible,  be  repeated,  to  frame  one  nnbend* 
ing  system  of  poor-laws  that  wonkl  not 
be  found  in  practice  utterly  impneticable. 
unless  hardships  were  imposed  upon  tboae 
who  ought  to  be  believed,  and  all  the 
paupers  were  brought  lo  one  undistin* 
guishing  level.  Such  n  system  must  op- 
root  the  beat  feelings,  and  eventually  de- 
stroy the  morals  of  the  popolatioo.  He 
believed  the  preseot  system  of  pooiw 
laws  the  moat  dangerous  that  had  ever 
been  introduced  into  this  country;  as  an 
experiment  it  had  totally  failed,  hot  k 
bad  been  a  cruel  experiment.  He  woold 
give  hia  strenooos  Ot»poaiiioo  to  the  far- 
ther continuance  of  what  he  cooeeivcd  to 
be  a  harsh  and  tyrannical  law.  The 
whole  system  required  revision  and  re* 
formation,  but  he  confessed  he  hod  no 
hope  that  any  eood  laws  could  be  frasaad 
upon  such  notions  as  those  upon  whiek 
this  measure  had  been  introduced,  or 
upon  such  principles  as  it  was  sought  to 
be  established. 

Mr.  Hwme  said,  that  having  been  one 
of  those  who  supported  the  Poor-lnv 
Amendment  Act,  he  coold  not  allow  the 
observation  of  the  boo.  Baronet,  that  it 
was  founded  on  erroneous  priocipiea,  le 
pass  in  silence.  He  was  aware  aa  well  ea 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Fiasbnry, 
though  he  had  not  had  ao  many  oppoitii* 
nilies  of  observing  the  operation  of  the 
poor-laws,  that  many  caaes  of  hardship 
had  occurred ;  but  it  was  impoaaiUe  lo 
prevent  that.  At  the  aame  time  he  waa 
not  to  be  unjust  to  those  who  had  intro- 
duced the  measure  to  check  the  greater 
evils  which  eaisted  under  the  old  law. 
Even  the  hon.  Baronet  himself  admitted^ 
that  there  had  been  cases  of  miaappeo* 
priation  of  funds  under  the  former  syateaa* 
As  to  the  deseiving  poor,  he  believed  that 
the  very  object  of  the  Poor-law  Amend* 
ment  Act  was  lo  make  a  difiinction  be- 
tween poverty  undeserved  sad  tboae  who 
had  become  poor  through  their  own  vice 
or  misconduct.  He  regtetted  that  some 
abuses  did  exist  umler  the  new  law,  but  he 
hoped  that  the  effect  of  the  l>ill  now  moved 
for  by  the  noble  Lord  would  be  to  remedv 
those  abuses ;  and  if  any  amelioration  wUo 
regard  to  the  classification  of  paupers  coold 
l>e  made,  he  should  be  as  glad  as  hia  bon. 
Friend  to  see  it  efi'eoled. 

Mr.  A.  WkiU  said,  that  having  acted 
as  chairman  of  the  Sunderland  boofd  of 
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gaartliaDS,  hii  altention  hail  been  dmwii 
(o  the  working  of  the  Poor-law  Amend- 
ment Aci,  and  as  Ter  as  his  eiperience 
Hod  obtervalion  went,  he  must  suy,  thai 
it  had  npersted  very  beneficially  lo  the 
poor,  and  th»l  Dioetenilis  or  the  middle 
and  lower  classes  in  the  norih  of  England 
were  in  favour  of  the  present  sysleai. 

Mr.  LiddiU  observRti,  ihat  though  the 
boD.  Henber  who  had  jict  sat  down  had 
staled. -ihat  Dtne-tenlhs  of  the  loxer  and 
middle  classes  in  the  imMh  bf  England 
were  in  favour  of  the  new  Poor-law,  he 
could  only  declare,  Ihnt  his  experience 
WB«  entirely  different,  for  he  had  found 
very  liltle  disposition  indeed  to  acquiesce 
in  (be  repulations' of  (lie  present  system. 
He  must  also  state,  that  hnving  originally 
objected  to  the  in)  rod  net  ion  of  the  law 
into  the  northern  counties,  he  had  not 
leen  anything  in  its  working  that  al  all 
reconciled  his  npinioiis  to  it,  or  would 
induce  him  to  consent  to  its  continuance. 
At  far  as  regarded  the  adjudication  of 
relief  to  the  poor,  he  had  always  said, 
thai  be  thoug;htthat  might  be  much  more 
aafely  left  lo  the  discretion  of  the  guar' 
diani  than  placed  under  ihe  rigid  rules 
and  reguUlions  of  a  commission  sitting  at 
Somerset  House.  He  wa-i  sick  of  hearing 
that  retief  wss  to  be  administered  on  just 
principles,  because  what  were  called  just 

Sin«ipl»  frequently  led  to  unjust  practice 
any  instance*  in  which  injustice  had 
been  suETered  had  been  recorded  in  ilie 
public  prims;  many  instances  had  also 
come  under  hi»  own  observation,  that 
Juitified  him  in  giving  that  character  to 
the  administration  of  the  law.  If  in  any 
bill  that  Ihe  noSle  Lord  brought  before 
the  House  for  ilie  amendment  of  the  law 
it  should  be  proposed  to  extend  the  dura- 
tion of  the  commission,  he  gave  the  noble 
Lord  fair  notice,  that  he  would  not  sup- 
port him  in  the  proposition,  whether  it 
■boold  go  to  continue  the  commission  for 
ten  years,  or  for  one  only.  That  portion 
of  the  bill  should  receive  his  decided  op- 
position ;  and  as  lo  the  other  portions,  he 
riionld  wait  till  the  bill  was  laid  on  the 
Table  to  know  how  far  he  could  or  could 
not  support  it. 

Lord  J.  RiisseU  said,  that  the  motion  he 
bad  made  was  for  leave  lo  bring  in  a  bill 
to  continue  the  powers  of  the  commissioners 
for  a  limited  time,  and  for  the  further 
ameadment  of  the  law  relating  to  the  pmir. 
He  bod  thonght  it  right  to  state  to  the 
ilooM  the  penod  for  whicti  he  proposed 


).  49}  Comnmion.  170 

that  the  powers  of  the  cnmmiidonen 
should  be  prolonged.  It  was  for  the  House 
Co  decide  whether  the  period  should  be  one, 
or  ten,  or  any  number  of  years,  but  the 
length  was  not  essential  lo  the  measure  he 
h.(d  asked  li-ave  to  introduce.  He  did  not 
tliink   it   necessary  on   such  t 


occasion  as 
<he  present  to  state  either  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  the  Pnor-law,  or  its  effects.  He 
rL'frained  from  doing  si),  not  only  because  a 
similar  bill  was  Introduced  last  year,  and 
was  before  the  House  some  time,  but  be- 
OiiTisG  he  thnught  there  was  no  subject  on 
which  a  greater  mass  of  informatioD  had 
been  given  to  the  House  and  the  country 
than  on  this  of  the  Poor-laws.  Before  the 
original  bill  was  introduced,  inquiries  were 
made  by  commissioners  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  results  of  those  in- 
quiries were  circulated  throughout  the 
country.  Ever  since  the  commission  charged 
with  the  administration  of  the  law  had  ex- 
isted, annual  reports  had  been  presented  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  laid  before  Par- 
liament. Both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
had  also  instituted  inquiries  of  their  own, 
and  numerous  witnesses  had  been  examined 
in  the  course  of  more  than  one  Session. 
With  respect  to  the  bill  now  to  be  brought 
in,  a  volume  containing  a  special  report,  with 
informaiion  from  various  quarters,  and  the 
remarks  of  the  commissioners.were  presented 
by  him  (Lord  J.  Russell)  in  the  course  of 
last  Session,  bearing  the  date  of  1839. 
Therefore  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the 
House,  being  now  in  possession  of  all  the 
information  it  could  require,  besides  the  ex- 
perience which  many  Members  of  this  and 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  had  obtained 
as  chairmen  of  boards  of  guardians,  was 
enabled  to  take  a  tolerably  correct  view  of 
at  least  the  general  bearing  and  results  oS 
the  law.  For  his  own  part,  he  must  say, 
that  though  it  would  no  doubt  be  much 
easier  to  allow  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  espire.  In  leave  to  the  boards  of 
guardians  the  whole  management  of  their 
local  concerns,  and  let  them  bear  the  odium 
of  alt  the  refusals  of  relief  they  might 
make,  yet  he  thought  it  would  be  an  aban- 
donment of  his  duly  to  pursue  any  such 
course.  Believing  that  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners  were  most  useful,  and  that 
their  continuance  was  necessary  lo  the 
Wgiiant  su  peri  n  ten  dance  of  this  law,  after 
abuses  had  continued  for  so  long  a  period, 
and  had  taken  such  deep  foot  in  the  sys- 
tem, he  felt  he  should  not  be  doing  his  duty 
if  he  did  not  make  the  present  proposition. 
Many  years  ago,  in  1819,  he  had  thought 
it  a  matter  of  reproach  to  the  Oovemraent 
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of  tbat  daj  tbat  they  had  DOt  proposed  any 
bige  and  elective  anoendmeat  of  the  Poor- 
law»  and  he  had  stated  this  opinion  in  the 
Houae.  Mr.  Cannings  in  his  answer  to 
what  he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  had  then  ad- 
vanced* said  it  was  a  question  so  compli- 
cated, so  wide,  and  so  intricate,  that  it 
ODuld  not  he  a  matter  of  hlame  to  any 
Government  if  a  revision  of  it  were  not 
undertaken.  Even  before  1819  the  sums 
expended  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  had 
risen  to  the  amount  of  near  8,000,000/.  in 
a  single  year.  The  evil  continued,  and  the 
poor-rates  increased,  till  at  length  the  Go. 
Temment  of  1833  undertook  the  task  of 
reformation.  At  that  time,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  had  remarked,  the 
abuses  were  so  very  great,  that  there  was  a 
general  disposition  to  make  some  attempt 
at  tlie  amendment  of  the  law.  He  consi- 
dered that  the  attempt  thou  made  was 
founded  on  just  principles,  and  as  far  as  it 
proceeded  had  been  hitherto  successful. 
perhaps  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
state,  in  as  few  words  as  he  could,  what  he 
considered  to  have  been  the  vicious  princi- 

Eles  of  the  former  administration  of  the 
iw.  The  evils  that  were  so  much  com. 
plained  of  depended  on  the  three  sources  of 
wages,  public  relief  in  cases  of  destitution, 
and  private  charity ;  and  the  fault  of  the 
old  administration  was,  that  it  attempted  to 
confound  all  those  things.  In  the  first  place 
it  gave  relief  from  the  |xx)r-rates  in  aid  of 
wages.  It  thereby  lowered  wages,  it  de- 
graded the  labourer,  it  put  the  hcmesi  and 
industrious  man  who  was  ready  to  live  on 
liis  wages  on  a  disadvantageous  footing  as 
compared  with  the  idle  and  vicious  labourer, 
who  could  always  get  from  the  rates  as 
much  as  placed  him  on  an  ct^uality,  at  least, 
if  not  above,  the  hardworking  and  honest 
labourer.  It  likewise  pretcmled  to  do  that 
which  could  only  be  done  by  private  charity 
*— to  give  that  support  which  the  various 
misfortunes  that  aficct  life  rendered  neces- 
sary, which  charitable  and  wealthy  neigh- 
bours were  disposed  to  afiord  to  those  over- 
taken by  sudden  distress.  Such  was  the 
case  of  a  man,  who,  having  laid  out  his 
little  stock  of  money  in  the  purchase  of 
furniture  for  his  cottage,  had  it  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  who,  by  the  compassion  of  his 
neighbours,  might  be  restored  to  a  situation 
in  which  he  would  have  the  means  of  ob- 
taining a  livelihood.  The  administration 
of  the  Poor-law  attempted  in  thosic  days 
to  supply  all  such  casualties.  It  was  easy 
chanty  in  the  vestry  and  ovcrRcers  to  give 
money,  which,  in  fact,  did  not  belong  to 
them,  taking  credit  for  extreme  charity  and 


generosity  in  tracing  out  and  relieving  cases 
of  individual  distress ;  but,  in  fact,  oiaritj 
was  not  properly  administered  in  that  way. 
A  board  was  not  the  proper  source  from 
which  charity  ought  to  flow,  inasmuch  as  it 
could  not  exercise  that  discrimination,  or 
show  that  kindness  of  intercourse  which 
ought  to  belong  to  charity.  Therefore,  by 
attempting  to  distribute  charity,  thoac 
boards  did,  in  effect,  pervert  the  true  charity 
of  the  country,  while  they  squandered  im- 
mense sums  of  money  on  very  undeserving 
objects.  So  much  had  this  mode  of  giving 
charity  injured  the  judgment  or  feelings  of 
those  concerned  with  it,  that  sums  were 
continually  granted,  and  carried  to  the  pa- 
rish accounts,  to  a  daughter  for  attending  a 
mother  while  she  was  ill,  to  a  father  for 
taking  care  of  his  child ;  and  thus  the 
nearest  relations  thought  it  necessary  to  be 
paid  for  the  discharge  of  the  common  offices 
of  humanity.  The  amendment  of  the  law 
proceeded  on  the  principle  that  wages 
should  be  the  result  of  a  fair  contract  be- 
tween the  employer  and  the  labourer,  the 
employer  giving  money,  and  receiving  a  fair 
rclum  in  a  good  day's  work,  or  piece  of 
task  work.  The  labourer  was  raited  by 
this  cliange  in  the  law  ;  he  felt  that  what 
he  gave  was  worth  what  he  received,  and 
no  longer  thought  himself  humbled  and 
dependent  by  receiving  it  as  a  public  alms. 
It  was  observable,  from  the  first  report  of 
the  commissioners,  that  many  a  man,  pre- 
viously improvident  and  idle,  suddenly 
became  industrious,  and  farmers  were  as* 
tonished  to  find  those  labourers  whom  they 
formerly  considered  worthless,  becoming 
really  active  and  useful  when  earning  their 
wages  in  a  fair  and  proiMnr  way.  He  found, 
likewise,  that  under  the  new  system,  relief 
was  given  in  cases  where  alone  he  thought 
it  should  be  given — he  meant  those  of  des- 
titution. He  differed  very  much  from  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  who  spoke  on  the 
second  bench  (Sir  C.  Grey),  in  thinking  that 
a  distinction  should  be  made  hi  ftiTOur  of 
merit ;  he  thought  it  most  unreaaonable, 
that  any  board  Aoald  pretend  to  say  who 
was  meritorious.  All  the  public  eonld  do, 
in  the  shape  of  relief  was  to  adhere  to  that 
wise  and  good  principle  of  the  Act  of  Eli- 
sabeth, that  no  poor  person  in  the  country 
should  be  allowed  to  starve,  and  that  when 
a  man  was  really  destitute,  suffident  food 
and  shelter  should  be  provided  for  hin* 
But  this  should  be  done  in  lodi  a  way, 
that  it  should  be  clear,  relief  was  gtven  be- 
cause the  party  was  destitute,  tod  not 
because  he  was  idle,  so  as  not  to  bring  dis- 
credit on   the  distribution  of  tlw  reliefs 
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With  respect  to  the  details  of  the  new 
ijltem,  tbHt  all  the  rules  and  regulations 
adopted  were  righr,  waa  ni>t  what  he  could 
pKtend  towfifaut  the  worlfhouBe  system 
was  that  which  had  been  advieed  by  men 
of  great  experience  in  thofb  matters,  aa  the 
beat  modc-of  giving  relief,  and  conformable 
to  the  law  sa  it  stood  in  the  lime  of  George 
lit,  which,  as  be  thought,  had  been  most 
unfortunately  altered  bjr  the  Act  of  1797. 
There  would  always  remain,  supposing 
even  that  there  was  considerable  employ- 
ment, and  likewise  that  you  gave  relief  to 
the  deuitute,  sufficient  and  ample  scope  for 
the  esertiont  of  private  charity.  He  cer- 
tainly was  not  one  of  those  who  thought, 
that  relief  to  the  destitute  ought  to  be 
refused,  nor  wai  be  one  who  thought,  that 
there  would  not  always  be  a  necessity  for 
private  charity,  but  he  thought,  that  pri. 
Tate  charity  ought  to  be  spoDiaaeDus,  not 
defined  and  rendered  obligatory  by  law, 
but  left,  as  it  might  fairly  be  in  a  country 
like  this,  to  those  persons  who  bad  ample 
I  of  relierioK  their  neighbours,  and 


whose  ft 


whQe  it  led  them  to  do  si 


was  likely  itself  to  reward  them  for  its 
exercise.  These,  be  thought,  were  the 
principlea  on  which  the  amendment  of  the 
Poor-law  proceeded.  In  order  to  carry 
them  into  effect,  and  amend  what  was 
vicious  in  the  working  of  the  law,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  assistant  com- 
mianooetB  in  each  district,  and  commia. 
sioners  to  sive  their  general  superintendence 
and  revision  to  the  whole  system.  With 
respect  to  the  aisistant-commisaioners,  it 
had  been  agreed  upon  last  year,  that  when 
th«  unitnit  were  formed,  it  would  not  be 
neceasary  to  keep  so  great  a  number  as 
haretofcHW.  He  believed,  that  the  number 
might  be  reduced  to  twelve,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  any  reduction  below  that  num- 
ber could  be  made  consi^ently  with  the 
neceaaity  of  the  case.  It  had  been  assrrted, 
that  Lord  Althorp  was  reported  to  have 
Hid,  that  the  Act  was  only  a  temporary 
experiment,  to  cease  at  the  end  of  five 
years;  but  he  thought  his  noble  Friend 
must  have  been  completely  misunderstood. 
The  original  intention  of  Government  was, 
ihat  there  should  be  no  limitation  of  time ; 
but  representations  being  made,  that  the 
experiment  was  great  and  perilous.  Lord 
jLlthorp  ctHisented  that  the  duration  of  the 
oommitsionshould  be  limited  lofive  years,  in 
order  thatafterthatperioduftria],ParUaiDent 
Vi^ht  again  have  an  opportunity  of  taking 
thvqueation  into  consideration.  Parliament, 
however,  now  poisessed  all  the  informa- 


tion that  was  necessary  on  the  subject. 
More  than  once  it  had  been  deferred  from 
one  Session  to  the  following  ;  but  he  trusted 
the  result  would  be  to  maintain  the  prind' 

Elc  of  the  law  uninjured.  Any  considera- 
Ic  modification  or  relaxation  of  the  law, 
or  anything  like  a  return  to  the  old  syg- 
tem,  would  be  incompatible  with  what  he 
thought  the  useful  and  salutary  prindrdes 
on  wnich  the  amended  law  proceeded.  Tlie 
part  he  took  in  carrying  that  law  would 
always,  in  reviewing  the  events  of  bis  pu1> 
lie  life,  be  a  satisfaction  to  him. 

Leave  given. 

The  Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a  first 

The  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 
Monday,  February  1,  184L 
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East  Indian  Produce,]  Lord  EL 
lenborough  presented  a  petition  from  the 
East  India  and  China  associalioo,  prajing 
for  a  repeal  of  the  destructive  duties  levied 
on  East  Indian  produce  in  Australia  and 
Ceylon.  It  had  been  laid  down  as  a 
general  principle,  that  the  commercial 
regulations  aHecling  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  and  the  colo- 
nial dependencies,  and  tbe  mutual  inter- 
course of  these  dependencies  with  each 
other  should  be  based  on  perfect  equality, 
subject  to  certain  exceptions  where  the 
permanent  intereit  of  all  the  membera  of 
the  community  might  render  such  excep- 
tions necessary.  7*here  was  to  be  no  ad- 
vantage given  to  one  party  over  another, 
either  in  the  colonini  ports  or  iu  any  of 
the  ports  of  tbe  United  Kingdom.  Par- 
liament was  not  to  secure  lo  any  persona 
or  companies  trading  lo  theae  ports  any 
partial  advantnges  whatever.  He  would 
now  stale  to  tbeir  Lordships  that  Brittih 
manufactured  goods  were  imported  into 
Australia  free  of  duty,  while  a  duly  of  5 
per  cent,  was  imposed  upon  the  manu- 
facture of  India.  Now,  it  did  so  happen, 
that  the  main  pert  of  the  Indian  produce 
imported  into  Australia  was  grain,  and 
tliat  was  only  imported  in  limes  of  dis- 
tress and  privation,  and  yet  that  duty  of  5 
per  cent,  was  levied  upon  all  the  grain 
imported.  When  he  had  the  honour  of 
preparing  the  report  for  the  committee, 
he  nad  suggested  to  ihem  the  propriety 
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of  reducing  ihe  duty  upon  East-India  rum 
within  the  next  two  or  three  year?.  The 
committee,  however^  did  not  feel  them* 
•elves  justified  in  assimilating  the  duty 
upon  all  articles  of  West  India  produce, 
Dot  deeming  it  expedient  in  the  present 
transition  state  of  the  West-India  colo- 
nies. He  trusted,  however,  that  the  House 
would  see  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
making  a  gradual  reduction  of  all  the  dis- 
criminatory duties  upon  all  the  articles  of 
East  India  produce.  If  East  India  rum 
was  admitted  on  an  equal  duty  to  West 
India  rum  a  great  quantity  of  East  India 
sugar  would  be  imported  ;  and  looking  at 
the  present  high  price  of  sugar  in  Great 
Britain,  and  the  privations  to  which  the 
public  were  subjected,  he  trusted  there 
would  not  be  a  second  opinion  upon  the 
aubject.  He  was  aware  indeed,  that  many 
obstacles  opposed  themselves  to  a  com- 
plete equalization  of  duties,  particularly 
the  doubtful  effects  which  that  might  have 
on  our  revenues;  it  was  indeed  very  un- 
fortunate that  at  present  there  was  so 
•mall  a  margin  ;  so  small  a  surplus,  or 
rather  he  should  say  there  was  at  present 
no  surplus  at  all ;  but  so  great  a  deficiency 
that  it  was  impracticable  on  account  of 
the  revenue  to  do  that  for  our  East  Indian 
possessions  which  justice  demanded.  He 
mentioned  the  subject  with  a  view  of  call-  ; 
ing  attention  to  it,  and  of  inquiring  of  ihe  ; 
noble  Marquess  what  part  of  tlie  report 
of  the  committee  it  was  the  intention  of. 
ber  Majesty's  Government  to  act  upon.  ; 
The  Marquess  of  Lamdowne  was  glad 
of  the  opportunity  of  stating  that  having  ' 
himself  presented  a  petition  last  year  upon 
the  subject,  which  had  been  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  noble  Baron  and  with  his 
own  entire  concurrence  in  the  suggestion, 
referred  to  a  committee  of  their  Lordships' 
House,  he  took  a  warm  interest  in  the 
subject  to  which  the  petition  referred.  He 
bad  thought  inquiry  necessary  from  the 
great  importance  of  the  trade  with  India, 
and  from  the  still  greater  importance  of 
the  claims  of  the  people  of  India  them- 
selves, to  the  fullest  measure  of  justice 
from  that  House  in  all  that  regarded  their 
interests.  He  still  retained  the  same  opi- 
nion^  and  was  glad  to  find  that  his  wish 
wu  participated  in  by  the  noble  Baron, 
of  extending  to  them  without  unnecessary 
delay  those  advantages  to  which  he  be- 
liefed  them  justly  entitled.  Having  said 
10  much,  he  would  state  his  entire  con- 
cvrrtncf  wifh  the  views  the  noble  Baron 


had  expressfd  last  year,  that  the  report 
which  the  committee  had  sanctioned  and 
adopted  ought  to  be  the  (onodation  of 
future  legislation.  But  it  must  be  mani- 
fest to  all  who  considered  the  magnitode 
of  the  interests  at  stake,  and  bow  nume- 
rous those  interests  were,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  at  cnce  to  effect  that  change 
whichy  in  point  of  justice  it  might  be  de- 
sirable to  effect.  It  was  admitted,  that  if 
any  change  took  place,  it  must  be  a 
change  favourable  to  the  interest  of  the 
producer  and  merchant  of  India,  and  in 
that  view,  he  was  happy  to  be  able  to 
mention  to  their  Lordships  that  on  the 
fullest  consideration  of  the  state  of  the 
supply  of  rum  from  the  West  Indies  and 
from  iier  Majesty's  East  Indian  dominions, 
her  Majesty  s  Government  were  prepared 
to  propose  to  Parliament  to  do  that 
which,  when  the  bill  came  to  be  intro- 
duced, it  would  be  easy  to  prove  was  not 
only  reconcilable  with  justice,  but  with 
the  interests  of  our  West-Indian  colonies 
themselves,  namely,  to  equalize  the  du- 
ties on  rum,  whether  produced  in  her 
Majesty's  dominions  in  the  East  Indies,  or 
her  Majesty's  colonies  in  the  West  Indies, 
leaving,  of  course,  to  the  West  Indies,  the 
advantages  which  they  derive  from  their 
geographical  position.  If  the  removal  of 
those  restrictions  upon  the  commerce  of 
India  had  not  already  t>een  effected,  it 
was  not  because  there  was  any  doubt  aa 
to  the  propriety  and  justice  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, but  from  the  magnimde  end  com. 
plexily  of  the  interests  involved,  whii-h  re- 
quired the  most  careful  and  cautious 
consideration.  He  had,  however,  no 
doubt  that  at  the  very  earliest  moment  the 
relief  prayed  for  would  be  given,  and  an 
extension  of  Indian  commerce  would  take 
place.  Many  of  those  matters  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  alluded,  particularly 
cotton,  were  so  connected  with  qnestions 
of  revenue,  that  it  was  impossible  not  to 
see  it  would  be  necessary  well  to  consider 
the  subject  before  alterations  were  made. 
Not  only  was  it  necessary  to  pause  in 
forming  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  but 
even  when  that  opinion  was  formed,  it 
would  be  inexpedient,  in  regard  to  taxation 
and  revenue,  to  state  that  opinion  before 
the  Government  was  prepared  to  act  opOQ 
it.  He  certainly  considered  the  aobfect 
to  be  most  important,  and  one  that  m^t 
to  be  continually  present  to  the  miods 
both  of  the  Government  and  ParliaaMot. 
Pttitioo  laid  on  the  Tabk • 
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Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan.] 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  brought  up  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
spect the  journals  of  the  House  on  the 
forms  of  the  trial  of  Peers,  and  also  to 
consider  the  proper  mode'  of  proceeding, 
in  order  to  bring  James  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Cardigan,  to  a  speedy  trial.  The  Report 
was  not  a  final  one,  and  he,  therefore, 
begged  leave  to  move,  that  the  Committee 
should  be  allowed  to  report  from  time  to 
time.  The  Committee  had  considered  the 
matter  referred  to  them,  and  had  come  to 
the  following  Resolutions : — 

^  1.  That  as  a  very  oonsiderable  delay  has 
occurred  since  the  bill  of  indictment  was  pre- 
ferred against  James  Thomas,  Earl  of  Cardi- 
gan, it  appears  desirable,  for  the  ends  of  pub- 
lic justice,  that  the  trial  of  the  said  James 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Cardigan,  should  take  place 
with  all  convenient  speed, 

^*  2.  That  as  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament,  renders  access  from 
this  House  to  Westminster-hall  inconvenient, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  for  the 
reason  aforesaid,  that  the  trial  should  take 
place  at  the  Bar  of  this  House. 

"3.  That  Tuesdav,  the  16th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary, be  fixed  for  the  said  trial,  and  that  all 
the  judges  be  summoned  to  attend.'' 

Report  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  moved,  *'  That 
the  Lord  Chancellor  be  requested  to  write 
letters  to  all  Lords  to  attend  on  Tuesday, 
the  16ih  of  February,  at  eleven  o'clock  in 
tbe  forenoon;  and  that  all  letters  ad- 
dressed to  members  of  the  Royal  Family 
shall  state  that  '  the  House  desire  their 
presence.'  ** — Ordered. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  moved,  "  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  her 
Majesty,  praying  that  her  Majesty  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions 
for  the  necessary  fitting- up  of  this  House, 
and  to  appoint  a  Lord  High  Steward  to 
preside  at  the  trial."— Ordered. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday  f  February  2,  1841, 

MiifCTSs.]  BUk.  Read  a  second  time  ^— Copyhold  En- 
fkanchiienienC. 

PeCttioos  preunted.  By  the  Duke  of  nicfamond«  ftom  the 
Inhabitants  of  Christdiurch,  for  Relief,  with  reference 
to  the  Hate  of  certain  Turnpike  Trurts.— By  Lord  El- 
ienborough,  from  MaglatrateB,  and  others,  at  Bombay,  for 
an  Act  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  the  Coimdl  in  cer- 
tain eases.— By  Lord  Brougham,  fhnn  Devonshire,  for  an 
Act  to  ftdlitata  the  Recovery  of  Small  Debts,  and  the 
niore  speedy  attainment  of  Justioe. 

+-  VOL.  LVL     (aS} 


Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan.]] 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  moved,  "  That 
James  Thomas,  Earl  of  Cardigan,  be  taken 
into  custody  by  the  Black  Rod,  touching 
the  matter  of  an  indictment  preferred 
against  him." — Ordered. 

The  Earl  of  Cardigan  appeared  at  the 
Bar,  in  the  custody  of  Sir  Augustus  Clif- 
ford, Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod 

The  Lord  Chancellor. — My  Lord,  this 
is  the  fit  opportunity  for  your  Lordship  to 
address  the  House,  if  you  wish  to  say  any- 
thing ;  if  not,  yoo  may  retire. 

The  Earl  of  Cardigan  bowed,  and  with- 
drew. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  moved,  "  That 
her  Majesty's  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery  be  directed  to  issue  a  writ  of 
certiorari  to  return  into  this  House  an  in- 
dictment against  James  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Cardigan  ."—Ordered. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Arraigns  in  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  was,  af\er  a  short  lime, 
called  to  the  Bar,  and  in  answer  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  announced  a  return  to  a 
writ  of  certiorari  issued  in  obedience  to 
an  order  of  the  House. 

The  return  was  read.  It  set  forth,  that 
an  indictment  had  been  preferred  at  the 
Central  Criminal  Court  against  James 
Thomas,  Earl  of  Cardigan,  for  feloniously 
firing  a  pistol  at  Harvey  Garnett  Phipps 
Tuckett,  with  intent  to  murder  or  do  him 
some  grievous  bodily  harm,  contrary  to 
the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  pro- 
vided. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  mowed,  "  That 
James  Thomas,  Earl  of  Cardigan,  be  ad- 
mitted to  bail." — Ordered. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  then  moved, 
**  That  James  Thomas,  Earl  of  Cardigan, 
be  called  on  to  find  two  sureties  in 
5,000/.  each,  and  to  bind  himself  in 
10,000/.,  to  appear  before  this  House  at 
at  any  time  the  House  may  order  his  at- 
tendance."— Ordered. 

The  Lord  Chancellor. — Call  in  Lord 
Cardigan. 

The  Earl  of  Cardigan  having  appeared 
at  the  Bar, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said, — I  have  to 
inform  your  Lordship,  that  this  House 
has  been  pleased  to  order,  that  your  Lord- 
ship may  be  admitted  to  bail,  yourself 
in  10,000/.  and  two  sureties  in  5,000/. 
each. 

His  Lordship  and  his  two  sureties,  Mr. 
B.  Baling  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Sturt,  entered 
into  the  required  recognizances. 
G  9 
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The  Earl  of  Shafltsbury  moved ,"  Th«l 
James  Tbamns.  Earl  of  Cardigan,  be  dii- 
charged  frum  the  bail  into  which  he  had 
eDtered  before  he  wai  taken  into  custody 
by  Black  Rod." 

Motion  ^;reed  to;  and  hii  Lordihip 
hkTJDg  been  informed  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor that  be  wai  discharged,  by  order  of 
(he  House,  from  ibe  bail  into  which  he 
had  entered  previously  to  having  been 
taken  into  custody  by  Black  Rod,  retired. 

The  Earl  of  ^tafttsbuTy  brought  up 
the  following  additional  report  from  the 
committee  of  their  Lordships  appointed  to 
inspect  the  journals  of  the  House,  whith 
was  read  and  adopted. 

"Second  report  made  from  the  commiitee 
appointed  to  ioipecl  the  jouniBkofihii  House 
upon  former  trials  of  Peers  ia  criminal  cases, 
and  to  considpr  of  the  proper  uiethoda  of  pro- 
ceeilinK.  in  order  to  bnng  James  Tbonas,  Eari 
of  Caraigaa,  lo  a  speedy  trial,  aod  to  report  to 
the  [louse  what  thty  shall  ihiok  proper  there- 
upUD  1  and  to  whom  leave  was  given  to  report 
froiu  lime  to  time  lo  the  House  :  that  the  com- 
ntittee  have  again  met,  and  have  further  con- 
sidered Ibe  matter  to  ihem  referred,  and  have 
cone  to  the  following  reioluiions,  vii. :  — 

**  1.  That  an  humble  address  be  preseoted 
10  her  Majesty,  to  request,  that  her  Majesty 
will  be  Riacionsly  pleased  to  order,  that  tueh 

Suardt  do  attend,  ouring  the  said  trial,  as  have 
eeu  uiual  in  cases  of  trials ;  and  alio  ibai  her 
Majesty  will  be  Hraciouslf  pleased  further  to 
order,  that  a  sufficient  police  force  be  in  at- 
tendance to  keep  clear  Ihe  approaches  leading 
to  tha  House  during  the  said  trial, 

"  9.  That  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  said 
trial  avery  Taer  who  hatn  a  right  to  sit  and 
vote  in  Parliament  do  appear  at  and  attend 
aiHh  dial  i  and  that  the  whole  body  of  the 
House  of  Pssr*  do  meet  iu  the  House  of 
Lords  in  Ibsir  Robes,  at  1 1  of  the  clock  in  the 
fureuooD. 

"  3.  That  vitry  day  during  the  trial,  the 
names  of  the  Lords  be  called  over  before  they 
piooeed  on  the  said  trial,  and  thai  the  names 
of  tha  abieiit  l^rdi  be  act  down  by  the  clerk 
of  this  House. 

•■  4.  That  the  Lord  High  Steward  do  ao> 
quaint  the  Lord  to  be  tried,  anil  all  other  per- 
sons who  may  have  occuion  lo  speak  to  the 
Court,  that  they  address  tliemstlves  to  the 
Lords  io  general,  and  not  to  the  Lord  Uigh 
Steward. 

"$.  liist  the  Lords  do  keep  their  places  in 
the  Court  during  the  said  trial. 

"  6.  That  no  person,  whatsoever,  except  the 
Lords  of  the  Uotise,  be  admitted  within  the 
liar. 
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e  Lord  indicted   should 
idictmeiil,  strangers  do 
•1  lately  withdraw. 

I'  Tliat  if  soy  doubt  »hall  arise  during  the 
.Md  tnel,  iw  debate  shall  be  had  thereupon 


.  That  in  case  il 
pluail  Builty  to  his  i 
"« fiately  withdrav 


lill  the  cooDsel  and  witnesses,  and  ibe  said 
James  Tiiomas,  Earl   of  Cardigan,   be    &M 

"9.  That  every  Peer,  when  he  gives  his 
judgment,  shall  declare  his  opinion  upon  hh 
lioriour,  laying  bis  right  hand  upon  his  breast. 

"  10.  Inat  all  proclamalioos  to  be  made  in 
iliG  court  during  the  said  Itial  be  made  io  the 

"11.  That  DO  person  be  admitted  about 
ilie  Throne,  except  such  Peers  of  Great  Britain 
Liiiil  Irdaiid  as  do  not  sit  io  the  House,  minor 
iVe<9,  mul  the  eldest  sons  of  Peers. 

"  i!i.  'Hiatno  person  whatsoever  shall  be 
.  admitted  to  be  present  in  Ibc  court  at  the  said 
iiial,  but  Ihoee  who  have  a  right  to  be  there  ; 
antl  ihsi  the  I^rd  Great  Chambcrlaio  do  give 
Older,  and  ihal  the  officers  of  this  House  do 
i»ki?  »p-:t:ial  care,  that  this  order  beobsened 
icwidiiialy. 

"  13  lliat  a  room  be  allotted  for  the  use 
i.>r  ih^  pTosecnIor  and  bis  counsel  and  atiend- 

"  i4.  That  considering  the  want  of  space 
inilic  |i-t-senl  House  of  Lords,  the  Lord  Great 
<.  >i;inilHrrlsiabe  desired  to  provide  suehaccom- 
:iiciLi  iiioii  as  the  House  can  in  its  present  state 
jiiocJ  I'or  the  admission  of  such  persons  as  have 
1  n^iit  it>  be  admitted,  or  have  usually  been 
tdiiiMU'il  on  such  occasions,  and  to  communi- 
LMit'  lo  ilie  committee  the  arrangements  that 
i-un  be  [node  for  the  purpose. 

"I.'.  Hat  durii>g  the  said  trial  Ibe  avmitM* 
ij  th»  House  be  guarded,  aitd  care  taken  that 
nono  he  ;idmitted  but  Lords'  servants  and  the 
rif-ubsry  attendants  of  the  bouse. 

"  Tiie  Lords  therenpoo  ordered  accardingly, 

"  16.  That  the  solicitor  of  the  said  James 
Thoiuii.  EatI  of  Cardigan,  have  a  copy  of  the 

indiGImcal." 


HOUSE  OF  CO.MUONS, 
Tueiday,  February  2,  1841. 


r  Latb  .\fB.  RiCKVAV.]  Hie 
'icr  said  :  The  House  is  aware,  that 
-rioieoftbe  last  Session  the  Hoose 
iiicd  a  great  loss  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
luin,  who  was  au  officer  of  tlie  House 
liriy-iijhi  yeaii,  ukI  mI  «■  a  dcrk 
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at  the  table  during  twenty.six  years.     I  in   consequence   of  instructions  sent  by 

have  received  this  morning  a  letter  from  Admiral  Stopford  through  Captaia  Fan- 

his  son,  in  which  he  states,  that  bis  la-  shawe,  and  accepted  by  the  Sultan,  who 

mented  father  had  collected  a  number  of  bad   in   consequence  appointed  commis- 

papers  relating  to  the  privileges,  practice,  sioners  to  proceed  to  Alexandria  and  io- 

and  precedents  of  Parliament,  and  that  form  Mehemet,  that  the  Sultan  conceded 

be  is  desirous  of  placing  them  at  the  dis-  to  him   the   government  of  Egypt,   and 

posal  of  the  House.  would  make  his  authority  bereditary.     At 

Lord  /.  Russell  said,  he  thought  the  for  the  evacuation  of  Syria,  arrangements 

House  sbould  express  their  sense  of  the  were  making  by  which  Ibrahim  and  his 

great  services  of  the  late  Mr.  Rickman.  troops  would  be  permitted  to  quit  that 

As,  however,  there  were  not  many  Mem-  country  without  molestation.     The  eva- 

bers  then  present,    he   should  take   the  cuation  was  not  yet  complete.     Mehemet 

liberty  of  giving  notice,   that  he  would  Ali  had  proved  his  readiness  to  fulfil  his 

bring  forward  a  resolution  oa  the  subject  engagements,  so  far  as  to  have  given  or- 

to-morrow.  ders  for  the  Turkish  fleet  to  be  rapidly 

refitted  and  made  ready  to  sail  from  Alex- 

Prince  Albert   and  the  Repeal  andria. 

Association.]      Captain    Polhill    said,  Mr.  Hume  asked,   had  this  last  step 

that  as  he  had  not  received  a  satisfactory  beea  done  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Four 

answer  from  the  noble  Lord,  to  the  ques-  Powers  ? 

tion  addressed  to  him  on  a  former  occa-  Lord  J,  Russell. — ^Yes,  in  consequence 

sion,  he  hoped  the  noble  Lord  would  now  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Four  Powers, 
give  him  one.     The  question  he  had  to 

put  was,  whether  her  Majesty's  Govern-  Administration    of    the  Law. — thb 

ment  was  aware  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Court  of  Chancery.^  The  ^//or/t^-Gene- 

T.  M.  Ray,  Esq.,  dated  Buckingham  Pa-  ral  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 

lace,  Jan.  20,  1841,  and  signed  G.  £.  for  facilitating  the  Administratiun  of  Justice. 

Anson,  containing  the  sincere  thanks  of  Ii*  executing  his  task  he  would,  he  said. 

Prince  Albert  to  the  Loyal  National  Re-  occupy  but  a  small  portion  of  time,  because 

peal  Association  of  Ireland,  for  their  ad-  t^e  measure  he  was  about  to  ask  leave  to 

dress  to  bis  Royal  Highness  on  the  birth  introduce    had    already  been  before    thet 

of  a  princess.  House,  and  was  not  likely  to  meet  with 

Lord  J.  Russell  said,  that  since  the  hon.  furious  opposition.     This  measure  would 

Gentleman  had  asked  the  former  question,  be  followed  by  others  to  improve  the  bw, 

he  had  seen   the  letter   alluded  to  in  a  — /or  the  appointing  of  local  judge8,--.for  the 

newspaper,  but  he  had  not  thought  it  ne-  reformation  of  the  eccleaasUcal  courts,— 

cessary  to  make  any  inquiry  on  the  subject.  ^^^  amendmg  the  law  with  respect  to  bank. 

•'                    J     1     J                  J  rupts   and  insolvents,   by  bunging  tnem 

AFFAins  OP  THE  East.]     Mr.  Hume  »/«l*I  °"f  J"™di?tion,  and  for  abolblung 

,          .1         ^       ,   ,.         ui    I      I       u  the  Court  of  Review,  which  was,  on  all 

begged   eave  to  ask  the  noble  Lord,  whe-  ^^^^     ^^.^^^^  „^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^„3^^^^  ^^^ 

ther  he  had  received  any  n.ore  recent  de-  expectetions  originally  formed  respecting  it, 

spatches   from   the  Levant  which  would  The  present  meisure  related  merely  to  the 

enable  him   to  state   xvhether  ibe  treaty  administration  of  the  law  in  the  Courts  of 

made  by  Commodore  Napier,  or  by  Ad-  gquity-a  branch  of  the  law  which  was  of 

miral  Stopford     with  Mehernet  Ali    had  ^ery  great  importance,  on  account  of  the 

been  yet  carried  into  effect  ?  Also,  whether  immense  mass  of  property,  reel  and  personal, 

Syria   had    been   yet   evacuated   by   the  brought  under  its  jurisdiction,  and  in  the 

troops  of  the  Pachu,    and   the  authority  administration  of  which  great  delay  was 

of  the  Sultan  re  establiihed  m  that  coun-  experienced,     notwithstanding    the    high 

^'^y  *  character  and  unwearied  assiduity  of  the 

Lord  J.  Russell  said,  all  the  informa-  judges  who  presided  in  the  Equity  Courts, 

tion  he  could  give  was,   that  Commodore  The  great  cause  of  this  delay  was  the  in- 

Napier  had  entered  into  a  convention  with  creased  business  thrown  into  those  courts 

Mehemet  Ali,  which  the  commodore  had  from  the  greatly  increased  population  of 

not  authority  to  conclude,  and  which  Ad-  the  country,  and  from  its  still  more  in- 

miral  Stopford  disapproved  of,  and  there-  creased  wealth.     With  the  enormous  mass 

fore  was  not  carried  into  effect.   The  sub-  of  property  brought  under  the  administra- 

mission  of  Mehemet  Ali  had  been  made  tion  of  the  Equity  Courts^  it  was  impossible, 


183 


Adminisiraiion 


{COMMONS} 


of  the  JLov— 


184 


with  the  preoent  judicial  establuhments,  to 
get  through  the  husiness.  There  had  heen 
hardly  any  addition  to  the  judicial  estah- 
lishments  of  the  country  since  the  reign  of 
Edward  Ist*  though  the  property  to  he 
administered  had  gone  on  constantly  and 
rapidly  increa^ng.  He  might  mention 
that  the  funds  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in 
1802,  amounted  to  19,000^000/.;  in  1812, 
to  28,000,000/.;  and  in  1839,  to 
41,000,000/.  The  Acts  of  Parliament 
which  had  heen  passed  of  late  years  respect- 
ing railways  had  very  much  contributed  to 
increase  the  business  of  the  Equity  Courts, 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  there  were 
frequent  and  just  complaints  of  the  slow 
administration  of  justice  to  equity  suitors. 
The  arrears  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  were 
very  great,  amounting  at  present  to  between 
1,200  and  1,300  causes.  Between  the  time 
of  a  cause  being  set  down  for  hearing,  and 
it  being  heard,  a  period  of  not  less  than 
three  years  elapsed,  and  upon  an  average  it 
was  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  begin- 
ning of  a  cause  to  its  being  first  brought 
before  the  judge.  When  a  cause  was  hc»rd 
it  miffht  not  be  definitively  disposed  of,  but 
wonld  come  on  again  for  further  ctirec 
tions,  and  this  might  happen  repeatedly  be- 
fore the  cause  was  finally  determined.  B^ 
tween  these  hearings,  there  was  a  cyde  of 
three  years.  The  consequence  of  this  pro- 
crastination was,  great  distress  to  individuals. 
Another  evil,  also,  resulting  from  such  a 
state  of  things  was  the  encouragement  to 
fraud.  Persons  having  property  entrusted  to 
them  frequently  set  the  law  at  defiance,  pre- 
suming upon  the  inability  of  individuals  to 
brave  the  expenses  and  anxieties  of  a 
Chancery  suit.  Compromises  on  unequal 
terms  were  matters  of  daily  occurrence. 
The  enormous  amount  of  extra  costs, 
arising  from  delays,  constituted  in  itself  a 
ffreat  grievance.  Upon  a  moderate  calcu- 
lation, the  term  fees  and  other  expenses, 
arising  from  delays,  amounted  to  not  less 
than  40,000/.  per  annum.  It  was,  bv 
some,  ignorantly  supposed  that  all  this 
delay  was  advantageous  to  solicitors.  No 
such  thing ;  they  were  often  the  greatest 
sufierers,  having  to  remain  for  years  without 
reimbursement  of  the  monev  they  were 
obliged  to  expend.  This  being  the  case, 
what  was  to  be  doneP  Some  alteration 
most  be  made.  He  first  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  That  was 
one  of  the  tribunals  by  which  the  equity 
law  was  administered.  That  court,  how- 
ever, exercised  double  functions^  those  of 
common  law  and  equity.  Its  common  law 
decisions  were  sometimes  less  satisfactory, 


from  the  absence  of  the  Chirf  Baron, 
and  as  an  equity  court  it  had  fallen  into 
disrepute,  notwiUistanding  the  eminence  of 
the  judges  who  usually  presided  in  iu 
One  cause  of  this  was,  that  the  judge  who 
sat  in  the  Exdiequer  was  obliged  to  attend 
the  circuits,  and  the  court,  consequently, 
was  closed  from  July  to  November.  If  an 
injunction  were  granted  previously,  there 
were  no  means  of  eetting  it  dissolved 
during  that  period.  Another  evil  consisted 
in  there  being  no  appeal  from  an  interlo- 
cutory order  of  that  court  except  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  For  these  reasons,  he 
entirely  concurred  with  those  who  framed 
the  bill  he  was  about  to  introduce  in  think- 
ing that  the  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the 
Exchequer  Court  ought  to  be  abolished. 
This,  to  be  sure,  might  be  avoided  by  ap- 
pointing another  judse  in  that  court,  who 
would  confine  himaelt  entirely  to  the  equity 
business,  and  from  whose  decinons  tnerc 
should  be  an  appeal  to  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor. This,  however,  would  only  be  ap- 
pointing another  Vice-Chancellor,  under  a 
different  name.  The  first  olgect,  then;  of 
the  present  bill  was  to  abolish  the  equity 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Exdiequer. 
The  next  Question  to  be  considered  was, 
what  addition  should  be  made  to  the  jadi* 
cial  power  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  If 
the  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  were  abolished,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  provide  a  substitute  for  it. 
Even  during  the  existence  of  the  equitable 
iurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  it 
had  been  considered  necessary  to  mereasc 
the  judicial  power  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. In  1828,  Lord  Lyndhurst  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  House  of  Lords  which 
passed  through  that  Assembly,  and  was 
brought  down  to  the  Commonly  to  appoint 
an  additional  Vice-chancellor.  It  was  a 
matter  for  regret  that  that  measure  did  not 
pass  the  House  of  Commons.  The  public 
mind,  however,  was  not  then  prepared  for 
such  a  proposition,  and  it  was  only  by  de- 
grees that  It  had  become  prepared  to  enter- 
tain it*  If  one  judge  was  necessary  then, 
two  new  judges  could  not  be  considered 
too  many,  when  the  equity  department  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  were  abolished. 
No  apprehension  need  be  entertained,  that 
new  business  would  not  be  found  for  the 
additional  judges.  The  House  would  be 
surprised  to  hear,  that  for  sums  under  a 
100/.,  no  one  ever  thought  of  going  into 
equity.  In  courts  of  common  law,  the  case 
was  entirely  different.  His  learned  Friends, 
who  were  present,  would  bear  him  out  in 
his  statement,  that  in  three- fourths  of  the 
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caaaes  tried  at  common  law  the  damages 
were  under  100/.     No  one  but  a  madman 
would   now  go  into  equity  to  recover  a 
debt  of  lOOL    If  there  were  at  present 
a  demand  against  a  fraudulent  executor,  or 
partner,  or  any  other  person,  against  whom 
there  was  no  remedy  at  common  law,  unless 
the   amount  were  more   than   100/.,  the 
practice  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  amount- 
ed to  an  entire  denial  of  justice  to  the 
parties  aggrieved.    Indeed,  under  the  bill 
introduced  at  the  close  of  last  Session^  he 
was  sure  that  great  improvements  in  the 
masters'  offices  and  other  departments  in 
Chancery   would  be  made;   and  he  was 
sure  that  in  all  cases  of  a  fiduciary  nature, 
a  remedy  would  be  afforded  as  satisfactory 
as  that  now  ffiven  by  the  courts  of  common 
law ;  but  this  could  not  be  effected  without 
a  considerable    addition    to    the   judicial 
strength,  as  he  had  already  stated.     On 
those  grounds,  be  believed  there  would  be 
no  opposition  to  the  appointment  of  two 
new  Vice-Chancellors  as  proposed  by  the 
present    bill.      He    might,    perhaps,    be 
blamed  for  not  proposing  a  more  extensive 
measure,   particularly  as   the  right    hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Ripon,  had 
given  notice  of  a  bill  for  improving  the 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lords 
and  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council;    but    he    thought    it    right    to 
keep  clear  of  all  debateable  ground,  and  he 
trusted  that  those  measures  would  not  be 
allowed  to  impede  the  present  bill,  which 
he  desired   should  proceed  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.     In   1835^  the  Govern- 
ment,   with    which    he    was    connected, 
brought  forward  a  measure  which  proposed 
that   a  chief  judge  should  be  created  in 
Chancery,  who  should  not  be  removeable 
with  the  Government,  and  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Lord  Chancellor    should    be 
confined   to   appeals    and   writs    of   error 
in    the    House    of    Lords,    and    in     the 
Privy  Council.     That  measure,  however, 
did  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
other  House,  and  he  was  afraid  that  if  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Ripon  proposed  any 
such  plan  it  would  not  be  received  with 
favour.     The  bill  which  he  was  now  about 
to  introduce  would  be  a  large  instalment  of 
legal  reform,  and  as  it  would  be  sent  back 
to  the  Lords  in  the  same  state  in  which  it 
had  been  brought  down  from  that  House, 
there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  that  it  would 
receive  the  approbation  of  that  Assembly. 
The  bill  would  abolish  the  equitable  juris- 
diction of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  ap- 
point two  new  Vice-Chancellors.     At   a 
subsequent  stage,  it  would  be  necessary  to 


introduce  clauses  respecting  salaries  and 
compensations.  That  was  a  subject^ which 
had  better  be  reserved  for  the  committeet 
and  with  the  leave  of  the  House  he  would 
abstain  from  entering  upon  it  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  It  might,  however,  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  House  to  know  that  neither  for 
salaries  nor  compensations  would  it  be  ne- 
cessary to  impose  any  burthen  upon  the 
country.  There  were  funds  belonging  to 
the  Courts  of  Exchequer  and  Chancery 
amply,  sufficient  to  defray  all  reasonable 
salaries,  and  all  the  compensations  which 
would  be  necessary.  He  concluded  by 
moving  for  leave  to  introduce  '*  a  Bill  for 
facilitating  the  Administration  of  Justice." 
Sir  E.  Sugden  had  first  a  few  words  to 
say  respecting  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
Lord,  which  was  expected  by  the  House 
last  year.  If  it  liad  come  on  last  year,  it 
was  his  intention  to  endeavour  to  have  it 
postponed  ;  but  the  noble  Lord  showed  his 
judgment  in  holding  over  the  bill  until 
now,  although  he  had  done  so  because  he 
saw  there  was  no  chance  of  its  passing  last 
year  without  (opposition.  His  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  seemed  to  think  there 
ought  to  be  no  opposition  to  this  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  two  new  judges; 
but  he  must  inform  the  House  that  this 
proposition  for  two  new  judges  involved  a 
proposition  for  two  new  courts.  They  de- 
ceived themselves  if  they  supposed  that  the 
two  new  judges  would  be  added  to  the  old 
court.  Each  judge  must  have  a  separate 
courts  a  separate  bar,  a  separate  suite  of 
officers,  and  a  separate  place  must  be  bpilt* 
If  there  be  a  greater  evil  than  a  want  of 
a  proper  judicial  power  to  meet  the  exigl. 
encies  of  a  country  it  would  be  found  in 
the  existence  of  a  greater  number  of  courta 
of  justice  than  the  business  of  the  country 
required.  There  could  be  no  greater  evil 
than  the  creation  of  courts  of  judicature 
which  were  really  not  wanted  in  a  country. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman*s  propo- 
sition was,  that  one  of  the  judges  whom 
he  proposed  to  appoint  should  be  only  tem- 
porary— that  at  a  certain  period  his  office 
should  cease»  and  that  the  court  should,  in 
fact,  no  longer  remain  an  effisctive  court* 
But  he  would  beg  leave  to  ask  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  he  reflected 
upon  the  great  inconvenience  of  such  a 
court  of  justice  ?  If  they  created  a  new 
court  of  justice,  they  would  also  create  a 
great  body  of  lawyers  to  attend  that  court, 
and  they  would  soon  find  that  the  supply 
would  be  fully  equal  to  the  demand.  He 
would  be  found  at  all  tim^  ready  to  go  to 
the  whole  extent  of  supporting  any  increase 
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of  judicial  power  which  the  hon.  and  lear- 
DeJr  Memb^  might  propose^  if  the  neces- 
sity for    such    increase  had  heen  clearly 
proved,  howerer  averse  he  might  he,  and 
though  much  he  deprecated  the  creation  of 
new  courts.     If  a  case  of  necessity  could  be 
proved  to  his  satisfaction^  he  would  never 
stand  in  opposition  to  it.     But  he  felt  so 
strongly  the  evils  arising  from  the  intro- 
duction of  a  court  of  justice  not  permanently 
wanted^  that  he  felt  himself  hound  to  ex- 
press his  strong  dissent  from  the  proposition. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had,  he 
thought,  made  out  but  a  very  imperfect 
case  to  warrant  such  a  measure  as  he  had 
demanded.     The  returns  moved  for,  and 
which  the  whole  House  would  have  in  a 
day  or  two,  would  shew  that  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  had  greatly  mistaken  the 
circumstances  attending  the  existing  state 
of  the  law  and  the  administration  of  justice 
in  this  country.     That  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  informed  the  House  that 
there  were  arrears  amounting  to  1,200  or 
1,300  cases  at  present  waiting  for  judicial 
inquiry,  but  he  begged  leave  to  say,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  about 
doubled  the  actual  number.     The  fact  was 
this,  that  there  were  not  one-half  that 
number  of  cases  in  arrear.     The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  also  stated  that 
there  was  very  little  chance  of  any  case 
being  at  present  decided  within  the  term 
of  three  years  from  the  time  it  was  set 
down.     Now  he  begged  leave  to  inform 
that  House  that  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
had  been  for  some  time  hearing  and  adjudi- 
cating upon  cases,  none  of  which  had  been 
set  down  before  Ekister  Term  1840,  which 
of  course  reduced  the  period  from  three 
years  to  six  months.     He  of  course  acquit- 
ted the  hon.  and  learned  Member  of  any 
intention  to  mislead  the  House,  but  that 
hon.  and  learned  (icntleman  was  altogether 
mistaken   when   he  founded  his  proposal 
upon  the  statement  with   which  he  had 
favoured  the  House.     He  was  not  there  to 
deny  that  great  delay  existed  in  the  pre- 
sent judicial  institutions  of  the  country, 
but  that  delay  was  unavoidable  under  the 
existing  state  of  things.     It  was  ho|x;lesR, 
therefore,  to  expect  that  with  their  preitent 
number  of  judicial  officerst  they  would  have 
judges  who  would  attend  more  ptinctually 
to  tlicir  business.    It  was  imixMsible  judges 
could  do  more  than  they  have  done,  and  he 
thought  it  was  but  fair  to  assume  that  what 
the  present  judges  were  not  able  to  accom- 
plish, no  otiior  judges  would  Iks  able  to 
eficGt.     His  hon.  and  Icariivd  Friend  hail 
in£drui«d  the  House  that  in  Ib'iU,  when  he 


was  then  an  oflker  of  the  crown  under  the 
administration  of  the  Duke  of  Wellinffton, 
a  bill  had  been  proposed  for  the  estaUiah- 
ment  of  a  new  judge,  which  pro?ed  the 
necessity    that  then  existed    for   an    ad^ 
ditional  judge.     He  admitted,  of  eoinat, 
having    been    the    advocate    of   such    a 
measure  then«  but  he  thought  that  there 
was  no  greater  necessity  now  than  at  that 
time,  and  he  therefore  oould  not  see  what 
case  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  made 
out  for  two  additional  judges  being  ap- 
pointed.    If  that  proposition  had  heen  as- 
sented to  in  1829,  and  such  an  addition 
been  then  granted,  there  would  not  have 
been  now  any  complaint  made  upon  the 
great  accumulation  of  business  which  it  was 
admitted  had  at  present  increased.    The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  also  said 
that  the  G)urt  of  Review  had  not  answered 
the  expectations  which  had  been  enter- 
tained of  it,  and  therefore  he  proposed  that 
it  should  be  abdished.     With  ngud  to  this 
Court,  he  recollected  being  on  the  opposa- 
tton  side  of  the  House  when  it  was  pm- 
posed  to  be  created,  and  he  thought  it  Us 
duty  to  give  it  his  most  strenooua  opposi 
tion,  as  he  waa  then,  as  he  is  now,  oeariy 
of  opinion   that  such  a  eourt  would  be 
useless  and  unnecessary.  The  question  was 
this.     He  was  of  opinion  that  in  1830  n 
additional  judge   uiould   he  eleeted,  and 
accordingly  he  submitted  a  propontion  to 
that  effect  to  the  House.    He  was  now  of 
the  same  opinion,  but  if  it  eoold  be  shown 
to  him  and  the  House  that  there  wen  two 
additional  judges  necessary,  he  would  cheer- 
fully  acquiesce  in  the  views  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend.     He  was  as  desirous  as  any 
man  that  the  judicial  institutions  of  the 
country  should  be  in  such  a  condition  as  to 
answer  the  exigencies  a£  the  times,  hut  U  he 
admitted  the  necessity  for  an  addition  to 
the  judicial  power  of  the  eountry,  he  aaw 
no  reason  why  there  should  he  two  w^ 
pointed.     If,  however,  it  were  proved  t^ 
two  judges  were  necessary,  why  then  lot 
there  be  an  increase  of  two.     NotwiA- 
standing  his  strong  opposition  to  the 
tion  of  the  Court  oft'  Review,  and  his  c 
to  prove  the  utter  impossibility  of  sudi  a 
court  being  a  benefit  to  the  oountiyf  that 
court  was  established  and  four  jndgea  were 
up|)ointed  to  prci^ide  in  it.     h  waa  ainoe 
found  to  be  most  useless  and  ineffectual,  for 
nine-tenths  of  the  business  had  been  struck 
out  of  it,  never  to  rise  again  ;  the  eonse- 
qucnce  of  which  was,  that  this  eourt  had 
been    since  found   of   no  use   whatever. 
Then   the  hon.  and   learned   Omtknum, 
in  arguing  iu  favour  of  the  cloctifln  of  two 
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more  jtidges,  said  that  there  were  a  great 
nuniy  oompromises  now  to  what  there  had 
been  before,  and,  consequently,  if  his  pro- 
posal were  agreed  to,  there  would  then  be 
no  necessity  for  compromise,  and  there- 
fore there  would  be  more  causes  to  hear. 
Now,  he  would  take  it  upon  himself 
to  assert  that,  with  r^ard  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  of  Chancery  gene- 
rally, the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
conunitted  a  mistake  in  assuming  that  com- 
promises to  anything  like  the  extent  which 
he  had  stated  had  taken  place.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  court  was  to  take  the  number  of 
bills  which  were  filed  first,  then  they 
reckoned  the  number  of  cases  set  down  for 
hearing,  and  finding  that  perhaps  many 
have  been  withdrawn^  it  was  supposed  that 
in  these  there  were  compromises.  There 
was  no  foundation  for  such  a  statement. 
He  felt  that  he  was  perfectly  competent  to 
state  the  general  circumstances  connected 
with  the  hearing  of  causes  in  the  Court  of 
Chanceiy,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  as- 
serting that  nothing  was  more  rare  than  a 
compromise  in  that  court  after  the  bill  was 
filed,  unless  for  the  best  of  all  good  reasons 
namely*  the  want  of  merits, — the  case 
might  not  be  a  promising  one.  The  prac- 
tiee  in  that  court  was  carried  on  thus.  A 
bill  was  filed,  whieh  was  met  by  a  demur- 
rer or  pleft,  which  was  a  complete  answer 
to  it.  Another  large  class  of  causes  were 
caaes  c^  injunction,  and  that  was  done  by 
motion,  and  when  those  turned  out  sue 
oessfiil  or  otherwise,  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases  there  was  nothing  more  he^  of 
them,  and  there  was  consequently  an  end 
of  them.  There  was  another  large  class  of 
cases  which  thii  House  was  not  aware  of. 
Cases  of  this  nature,  where  the  general  ob- 
ject of  a  man  about  to  sue  another  was  not 
to  know  whether  he  had  a  good  right  to 
take  law  proceedings  or  not,  but  having 
made  up  his  mind  to  go  to  law,  he  was 
folly  determined  to  carry  his  intentions  into 
effect.  His  friends  might  perhaps  endea- 
vour to  persuade  him  to  desist,  but  having 
once  got  law  into  his  head  he  answers  them, 
**  I  will  go  to  law,  because  I  think  I  ought 
to  do  so,  and  go  I  will."  Nothing  could 
prevent  such  a  person  from  indulging  his 
fancy,  and  he  accordingly  consults  his 
counsel,  who  informs  him  that  he  has  no 
case  to  bring  into  a  court,  and  that  he 
would  assuredly  be  beaten ;  but  what  does 
such  a  person  say  in  reply,  '*  That  may  be 
all  very  true,  but  I  tell  you  that  the  de- 
fendant, my  opponent,  has  certain  papers 
in  his  possession,  which  he  has  admitted, 
and  these  will  prove  my  case,  so  that  I  am 


certain  that  if  I  file  a  bill  against  him  he 
will  prove  my  case.'*  But  his  counsel 
would  say  to  him,  **  Don't  be  deluded  by 
such  an  idea,  for  if  you  file  your  bill  an  an- 
swer will  be  immediately  put  in  to  it» 
which  would  destroy  all  your  hopes."  This 
person,  notwithstanding  all  this  good  ad- 
vice, files  his  bill,  the  answer  is  put  in,  and 
he  is  compelled  to  suffer  a  dismissal  with 
costs.  This  was  a  description  of  a  lai|^ 
class  of  cases  which  never  came  to  a  hear- 
ing. His  impression  was,  that  any  great 
additional  number  of  judges  would  not  aid 
to  the  doing  away  of  these  causes  of  com* 
plaint.  It  appeared  that  in*  1839,  down  to 
Michaelmas  Term  1840,  the  I^rd  Chan« 
cellor  had  heard  seventy-nine  bills,  original 
cases,  and  twenty-two  exceptions,  which 
made  altogether  101  original  matters  heard 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  within  this  period. 
He  had  also  heard  during  that  time  IdO 
appeals,  making  altogether  281  cases.  In 
the  Vice-Chancellor's  Court,  within  the 
same  period,  there  were,  including  short 
causes,  motions,  &c,  about  439  cases  heard. 
With  regard  to  short  causes  great  misap- 
prehension existed,  many  persons  supposed 
that  they  were  not  adverse  ones,  but  idl 
these  short  causes  were  generally  adverse 
cases.  They  were  styled  short  causes,  be- 
cause the  pleadings  connected  with  them 
were  not  of  great  length.  Now»  in  those 
causes  the  judges  were  called  upon  to  de- 
cide objections,  which  frequently  involved 
the  most  important  points  of  law,  without 
the  assistance  which  the  bar  generally  af- 
forded them.  Since  the  long  vacation 
up  to  Hilary  Term  which  ended  yester* 
day,  a  great  portion  of  the  arrears  had 
been  disposed  of.  The  Lord  Chancellor  had 
heard  160  original  causes,  and  twenty-two 
short  causes,  with  a  great  number  of  ap- 
peals, &c. ;  the  Vice-Chancellor  had  heard 
190  short  causes,  &&,  and  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls  had  heard  within  the  same  time  twenty^ 
four  original  causes  and  twenty-seven  short 
causes,  and  further  directions,  &c.  He 
was  happy  to  see  that  there  were  very  few 
judgments  indeed :  and  he  mi^ht  say,  that 
all  the  appeals  before  the  Lord  Chancellor 
had  been  heard.  He  did  not  suppose  that 
there  were  more  than  100  cases  in  arrear 
in  the  Rolls'  Court,  and  ho  had  no  doubt 
that  the  whole  would  be  heard  by  Easter 
Term,  if  they  appointed  an  additional  judge. 
Indeed  he  anticipated  that  there  would  be 
no  arrear  of  business  by  the  end  of  Easter 
Term.  In  the  Lord  Chancellor's  Court 
and  the  Vice  Chancellor's  Court  there  was 
an  arrear  of  only  about  395  cases.  So  that 
inst^  of  so  large  a  number  as  1,300  or 
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1»400  cftses  having  aocoroulated,  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  stated, 
theie  were  only  about  550  cases,  including 
causes,  &c  He  was  then  fully  persuaded 
that  the  appointment  of  one  more  ad- 
ditional judse  would  very  soon  get  through 
this  arrear  of  business,  for  they  had  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  and  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  hearing  original  causes. 
They  would  have  three  judges  sitting  to 
hear  those  causeg,  and  a  portion  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  time  would  be  dedicated 
to  the  new  business.  He  had  then  formed 
the  opinion  that  the  arrears  would  be  soon 
cleared  up.  He  had  indeed  heard,  from  a 
ipery  competent  authority  to  speak  upon 
such  a  subject,  that  such  had  been  the  fre- 
quency of  (railway  motions  in  these  courts, 
that  the  whole  time  of  one  court  of  equity 
had  been  constantly  occupied  in  hearing 
them.  Now,  as  to  the  arrear  of  causes 
unheard  in  those  courts,  he  was  satisfied 
there  was  some  mistakeor  misunderstanding 
for  he  had  been  positively  assured  by  the 
Vice-Chancellor,  that  there  really  was  no 
arrear  of  causes  in  the  Vice-Chancellor's 
Court,  and  that  all  motions  in  that  court, 
all  petitions  had  been  heard ;  and  there 
was  not  even  any  judgments  in  arrear.  A 
great  deal  of  time,  too,  had  been  taken  up 
m  business  not  likely  to  employ  much  time 
in  fbtu re— namely,  in  charity  cases,  in- 
cluding foundation  schools,  and  endowed 
institutions,  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
DMsinff  of  the  Municipal  Corporations  Re- 
form Bill,  had  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  court  continually  for  some  time  past, 
and  had  occupied  much  of  the  attention 
of  courts  of  equity.  He  thought  he  could 
safely  auume  that  the  business  in  arrear 
in  these  courts  did  not  amount  to  one-half 
of  what  the  hon.  and  learned  Attorney. 
General  had  assumed  it  to  be.  He  had,  in 
consequence  of  this  reduction  in  the  esti- 
mate of  cases  in  arrear  by  the  hon.  the  At- 
Unmey-Cieneral,  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
one  additional  judge  would  be  fully  compe- 
tent to  the  proposed  duty,  instead  of  two 
auch  judges  as  profiosed  by  this  bill.  How- 
ever, as  the  Govcniment  had  so  framed 
their  bill  that  there  should  be  two  judges, 
they  no  doubt  would  persevere  in  that  part 
of  their  plan,  and  he  should  take  the 
oseasure  as  he  found  it.  In  the  sutc  of  doubt 
the  House  as  yet  was  as  to  the  propriety 
of  there  being  one  judge  or  two,  he  should 
remind  them  that  it  would  be  better  not  to 
he  over  sealous  in  their  legislating  upon 
this  subject,  and  do  too  much.  He  IwUeved 
it  was  l)ean  Swift  who  once  said  to  his 
cook, ««  Take  away  that  beef  and  do  it  a 


little  lea»-^it  is  too  much  done.*'  Oftoont 
she  answered  that  she  was  not  able. 
"  Then,"  said  he,  "  should  not  that  tcMli 
you  to  do  the  meat  a  little  less  al  finr, 
because  you  could  do  it  a  little  nme.'* 
Now,  might  not  that,  however  homdy,  be 
applied  to  the  subject  of  these  courts.  So 
he  would  apprise  the  House  that  it  wooM 
be  easy  if  they  found  one  judge  not  sufficient 
to  do  the- business  in  arrear  to  add  another  ; 
but  if  they  appointed  two  they  must  be 
prepared  to  incur  the  whole  expense  of  two 
courts,— whether  two  were  necessary  or 
not.  The  douUe  appointment  would  prove 
injurious  to  the  profession,  and  theadminis* 
t ration  of  justice  in  the  country,  if  they 
were  to  have  a  court  with  all  its  officers 
and  necessary  expenditure,  but  without 
causes — a  bar  attached  to  the  court  without 
briefs,  and  solicitors  without  business.  Un- 
less he  should  at  a  future  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings hear  this  proposition  supported 
upon  grounds  more  satisfactory  and  con- 
vincing he  should  feel  it  to  be  hb  doty  to 
move  an  amendment  in  oomnittee  upon 
the  bill,  limiting  the  appointment  to  a 
single  additional  judge  instead  of  two ;  snd 
though  open  to  conviction  he  would  say 
that  the  hon.  the  Attorney-General  mnet 
clearly  make  out  his  case  before  be  could 
acquiesce  in  the  plan  for  appointing  two 
new  judges,  and  as  a  consequence,  two  new 
courts.  Now,  as  to  the  constitution  of  the 
additional  court  of  equity,  and  the  judges 
appointed  to  preside  in  it,  he  would  juat 
remark  that  the  creation  of  a  new  eaQity 
court,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Vioa- 
Chancellor  to  prmde  over  it,  had  been  oe- 
casioned  by  a  very  general  complaint  against 
the  procrastination  of  business  at  that  tinse 
in  the  existing  equity  courts,  and  as  it  was 
admitted  there  was  much  to  be  done  by  the 
judge  who  was  an  eminent  Chancery  bar- 
rister,  a  salarv  was  annexed  to  the  situatiosi 
of  6,000/.  a-year.  Considering  this  judge 
was  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  causes  of  great 
importance,  and  take  upon  himself  the  duties 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  so  far  it  was  only 
proper  he  should  have  a  high  salary  pso- 
portioned  to  the  dignity  of  his  station  in 
the  profession.  He  Itsd  heard  that  it  was  in- 
tended by  the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  reduce 
the  sala^  of  thu  efficient  judge  to  3,000/.  a 
year.  Now  he  must  say  that  the  duttea  of 
this  judge  were  so  heavy  and  onerous,  that  it 
would  not  be  worth  any  competent  equity 
barrister's  while,  to  retain  the  aeal  on  the 
reduced  salary.  He  should,  therafere, 
strongly  rvcummend,  that  the  salary  should 
not  be  lowered.  If  the  appoinl—t  af  a 
new  judge  took  pko^  he  ahould  also  aay 
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give  Mich  judge  a  salary  fully  adequate  to 
the  sacrifice  he  must  make  in  re^ct  to  in- 
fiomej  and  fully  proportionate  to  the  duties 
of  the  station  he  would  have  to  fill ;  and 
if.  the  appointment  were  made,  as  it  ought 
to  he  made>  out  of  tliat  class  of  barristers 
who  were  equity  lawyers,  competent  to  the 
task,  he  waa  satisfied  the  proposed  salary 
wagy  taking  it  at  5,000/.  or  6,000/.  a-year, 
not  too  great.  There  was  another  part  of 
the  measure  to  which  he  entertained  a  se- 
rious olnection ;  it  was  to  that  part  which 
proposed  that  l^ese  two  judges  should  be 
dependent  as  judges  upon  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. This,  he  thought,  would  be  ex- 
tremely injudicious.  Each  judge,  whether 
there  were  two  new  judges  or  one, 
ought  to  be  altogether  independent,  in  his 
court,  of  the  Lord  Chancellor.  The  trust 
already  reixMed  in  that  great  officer  of  the 
Crown,  was  the  highest  that  ever  had,  he 
believed,  been  confided  to  an  individual. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  had.,  at  present,  the 
power  to  alter  and  remodel  everything  in 
the  management  of  his  court,  to  reform 
anything  he.  conceived  to  be  an  abuse,  and 
make  new  regulations  from  time  to  time  if 
he  thought  necessary.  Of  the  extent  of 
his  patronage  hardly  any  one  in  that  House 
oottld  be  ignorant.  The  House  should  re- 
collect that  the  coiirse  with  this  great  func- 
tionary was  to  send  a  great  many  cases  to 
he  examined  in  the  offices  of  the  masters  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  Now,  what  must 
be  the  effect  in  those  offices  of  crowding 
them  with  additional  business  from  the 
newly-created  courts,  as  must  be  the  case 
should  the  two  judges  in  equity  proposed 
by  this  bill  be  appointed  ?  in  his  opinion, 
thoae  offices  would  be  quite  blocked  up, 
and  great  injury  would  be  done  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  throughout  the 
country.  It  was  now  the  imperative  duty 
of  the  House,  with  the  assistance  of  those 
competent  to  give  advice  on  the  subject,  to 
xeform  the  constitution  of  the  masters  in 
Chancery,  and  the  offices  over  which  the 
masters  presided.  They  displayed,  it  must 
be  admitted,  a  want  of  energy  and  alacrity 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  which  might 
be  attributed,  in  a  good  degree,  to  their 
being  withdrawn  from  the  public  eye.  He 
confessed  he  should  hold  the  api>ointment 
of  additional  judges  in  equity  as  altogether 
valueless,  unfesa  the  master's  offices,  with- 
out loss  of  time,  were  reformed  and  im- 
proved ;  and  he  trusted  these  small  courts, 
would,  like  others,  be  open,  not  in  theory, 
but  in  practice,  to  the  inspection  and  pre- 
senee  of  the  public.     At  present  the  de- 
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lays  in  these  departments  often  amounted 
to  an  entire  and  absolute  denial  of  justice. 
To  render  the  equity  jurisdiction  complete, 
it  was  then,  in  his  opinion,  necessary- 
first,  that  these  offices  should  be  remodelled 
and  improved;  and,  secondly,  the  consti- 
tution of  the  courts  of  equity  should  be  lo 
improved,  that  the  business  of  appeals 
should  not  be  materially  increased,  not- 
withstanding the  addition  proposed  to  the 
number  of  equity  courts.  The  lower 
courts  must  be  improved,  but  the  higher 
courts  must  be  improved  tdso.  Nothing 
was  the  subject  of  greater  complaints  than 
the  composition  of  our  Courts  of  Appeal, 
but  if  that  part  of  the  system  were  now 
open  to  objection,  how  much  greater  would 
be  the  objection,  when  they  were  going,  to 
create  two  new  courts  of  appeal?  The 
composition  of  the  House  of  Lords  as  a 
Court  of  Appeal  was  a  great  anomaly.  It 
owed  its  establishment  to  a  train  of  unfore- 
seen  circumstances ;  its  jurisdiction  wai 
denied  in  Jate  times  by  that  House,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  and  to  the  extent  of  com- 
mitting persons  who  sought  its. protection ; 
and  though  it  was  ultimately  established, 
they  were  content  to  leave  their  authority 
in  the  state  they  found  it.  What  could  be 
more  absurd  than  that  the  decrees  of  a 
judge  who  was  competent  to  the  perform- 
ance  of  his  task,  should  be  reversed  by  a 
body  of  Peers,  who  were  entirely  ignorant 
of  every  matter  relating  to  the  administra- 
tion  of  the  law  ?  Had  this  practically  been 
the  case,  the  glaring  absurdity  of  the  prac- 
tice would  have  rendered  it  intolerable: 
but  the  great  body. of  the  Peers  adquiesced 
in  the  decision  of  the  Lord  Chancellor; 
and  he  was,  in  fact,  the  sole  judge  of  ap- 
peals in  the  House  of  Lords.  Was  it  not, 
therefore,  a  most  alarming  circumstance, 
that  the  whole  of  the  appeal  business  of 
the  empire,  might  by  some  of  the  changes 
to  which  that  high  office  was  constantly 
liable,  be  made  dependent  on  the  judgment 
of  a  person  who  might  be  utterly  unable  to 
form  a  judgment  upon  the  difierent  cases, 
not  because  he  was  deficient  in  knowledge 
of  the  law,  not  because  he  was  not  endowed 
with  the  highest  qualities  which  could  adorn 
such  a  functionary,  but  solely  because  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  direct  his  attention 
to  a  difierent  branch  of  legal  inquiry  and 
practice  from  that  of  the  equity  courts,  and 
therefore  his  mind  was  unprepared  to  enter 
upon  a  consideration  of  such  subjects. 
The  House  of  Lords  certainly  had  the 
power  to  call  in  the  common  law  judges, 
but  only  to  obtain  their  advice  in  cases  of 
H 


195 


Adminiitraiion 


{COMMONS} 


0fik€ 


di6Scultj.  But  no  assittance  oould  be 
quired  from  the  equity  judgei  unless  they 
were  Peers,  and  as  such  had  a  right  to 
be  present.  All  appeals,  then,  from  the 
Court  of  Chancery  must  be  appeals  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  himself.  This,  of  itself, 
was  a  most  alarming  fact.  If  a  judge  in 
the  court  below  was  called  on  to  re-hear  a 
cause,  as  that  cause  would  not  be  carried  to 
another  tribunal  he  might  change  his  opin* 
ion  without  any  impugning  of  his  judg- 
ment, as  other  circumstances  might  have 
been  brought  to  his  knowledge;  but  in 
a  case  of  appeal  from  his  judgment  to  a  su- 
perior court,  unless  it  was  a  case  of  some 
obvious  slip,  it  would  be  contrary  to  human 
nature,  to  expect  that  he  should  reverse  his 
own  decision.  His  authority  being  im- 
pugned before  his  Peers,  he  had  every  mo- 
tive and  every  feeling  to  affirm  his  own 
decision.  He  was,  in  fact,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  a  party  in  the  cause.  If  a 
judge  had  a  pecuniary  interest  in  a  cause, 
be  wan  not  permitted  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
it ;  and  whilst  character  and  high  station 
were  of  any  value-^whilst  self-love  was  an 
actuating  motive  in  the  human  breast,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  sitting  as  the  Judee  of 
Appeal  in  the  House  of  Lords  would  nave 
A  much  stronger  motive  than  any  pecuniary 
one  could  possibly  be  to  affirm  his  own  de- 
cision. The  ancient  Grecian  had  appealed 
from  Philip  drunk  to  Philip  sober;  but 
•ppeals  from  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  were  appeals  from  Philip 
•ober  to   Philip  drunk — appeals    from    a 

Judge  uninfluenced  by  any  motive,  with  all 
lit  passions  slumbering,  to  the  same  judge, 
actuated  by  the  strongest  possible  motives, 
the  passion  of  self-love,  to  sup|x>rt  his  own 
previous  judgment.  Such  a  system  could 
not  lone  bo  allowed  to  continue,  and  he 
knew,  that  no  one  deprecated  it  more  than 
the  present  Lord  Chancellor  himself. 
The  reason  why  he  went  so  much  into 
detail  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject  was, 
that  he  might  show  the  House  what  the 
general  feeling  of  the  country  was  with 
reapect  to  the  system  now  in  force,  and 
which  could  not  continue  much  longer, 
but  must  inevitably  be  reformed ;  and  so 
strongly  was  the  necessity  for  this  n*forro 
fthf  that  no  professional  man  would  con- 
aetentiously  recommend  an  appeal  to  be 
carried  to  the  House  of  Lords  from  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  decision,  if  it  anpcaml 
at  all  probable  that  the  same  individual 
would  preside  in  the  House  of  Lords  at 
the  moment  when  such  appeal  should  come 
en  for  hearing.     He  had,  on  a  former  oc- 


casion, when  dwelling  npon  tUa  topics  ie» 
peatedly  told  the  House  that  it  wn  hopo- 
lesa  to  expect  ao  mudi  firom  humaa  natoie, 
as  that  a  judce  would  pconoooee  ia  Hm 
court  of  appesi  a  decree  in  the  ytrj  tMth 
of  his  own  dectaian  in  the  lower  caaxU  er 
to  auppoae  that  any  additional  aryiicalab 
however  convincing,  could  hare  toe  cftct 
of  making  him  willing  to  reverie  lua  own 
judgment.  In  fact,  the  situatioii  of  aiieh 
a  judge  was  ao  painful  and  ao  anonaloua, 
that  every  functionary  would  aeduloualj 
seek  to  be  relieved  from  all  poasibilitf  oif 
being  placed  in  a  similar  one.  But  he  waa 
aware  it  might  be  urged  asainat  this  mode 
of  viewing  the  subject,  &it  there  wen 
other  persons  sitting  in  the  House  of  Loida, 
who,  from  their  having  formerly  held  the 
office  of  Lord  Chancellor,  were  conse- 
quently well  qualifled  to  aaist  in  judging 
appeals,  and  even  to  counteract  anj  undue 
bias  which  might  be  betrayed  by  the  Loid 
Chancellor  in  favour  of  hit  own  decnea. 
He,  however,  oould  a«ure  the  House  that 
as  far  as  hia  own  opinion  waa  eooeemody 
founded  upon  eiperience,  he  thought  that 
nothing  was  ao  dangerooa  to  the  intarerti 
of  justice  as  that  peraoni  sitting  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  in  their  capacity  as  Plaeffi^ 
in  their  ordinary  gaih,  divested  of  all  die 
attributes  and  responnfailities  of  legal  Anc* 
tionaries,  should  interfere  actively  In  the 
decision  of  appeals.  A  person  ao  cfacon* 
stanced  could  never  be  considered  ID  act 
under  any  responsibility  as  to  the  mode  ia 
which  he  eiercised  this  moat  importnat 
office.  He  was  not  like  a  regular  judge, 
clothed  in  all  the  authority  of  his  ofllee; 
it  was  not  an  act  of  duty  that  sudi  peieona 
performed,  for  no  such  duty  waa  impoaed 
upon  them,  and  there  was  nothing  he  ao 
much  objected  to  as  such  a  mode  of  deci- 
ding an  appeal,  although  there  would  prob- 
ably be  no  man  whom  he  would  be  BKire 
desirous  to  accept  as  judge  in  hb  suit,  if 
the  same  individual  were  to  pronounce  his 
decision  in  the  regular  exercise  of  his  ftm^ 
tions.  lie  would  remind  the  House  also 
of  the  arrears  of  judgments  in  appeal  caaea 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  as  shown  by  the 
returns  which  he  had  moved  for  during 
two  preceding  Sessions  of  Parliament  At 
the  end  of  I83f)  there  was  an  arrcar  of 
seventeen  canes  which  had  been  duly  heard 
before  the  House,  and  which  were  waiting 
for  judgment,  and  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
vious Session  there  were  sixteen  similar 
casm.  Last  vear  there  had  been  an  amar 
of  forty-two  cases,  all  of  which  had  been 
dispoacd  of  except  three.    Thia  syalem 
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highly  disadvantageous  to  the  suitor^  and 
it  iarose  solely  from  the  complicated  nature 
of  the  Chancellor's  duties.  The  proposi- 
tion which  he  had  to  make  for  the  purpose 
6f  obviating  these  evils  was  a  very  simple 
One.  He  did  not.  consider  it  was  right  to 
leave  all  the  heavy  business  of  hearing 
and  deciding  on  the  appeals  to  the  House 
of  Lords  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  Nor,  as  he  had  already  in- 
timated, did  he  consider  it  right  that  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor should  be  judged  by  the  came  indi- 
vidual, sitting  in  his  capacity  as  president 
of  the  High  Court  of  Appeals  in  the 
Upper  House.  Such  a  proceeding  amount- 
ed, in  his  opinion,  to  a  denial  of  justice. 
It  was  not  his  desire  to  add  to  or  diminish 
from  the  influence  of  the- House  of  Peers. 
Looking  at  that  House  politically  as  well 
as  in  its  Judicial  capacity,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  do  any  thing  by  which  either 
Could  be  impaired.  He  looked  upon  its 
exercise  of  the  highest  judicial  functions 
in  the  realm  to  be  essential  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  dignity.  But  he  was  prepared 
to  give  the  Lord  Chancellor  the  highest 
order  of  assistance  that  it  was  possible  to 

{(ive.  He  would  not  disturb  the  present 
utisdiction  of  the  House ;  he  would  leave 
it  As  at  present ;  but  he  would  appoint  two 
equity  judges^  giving  them  the  same  name 
as  was  conferred  upon  similar  persons  in 
the  bill  proposed  by  Lord  Langdalc,  or  he 
would  style  them  the  Lords'  Assistants  to 
the  House  of  Lords,  in  cases  of  appeals. 
If  such  functionaries  should  be  Peers,  they 
would  of  course  have  a  voice  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  cases,  but  if  they  were  not 
Peers  they  should  have  no  voices,  but  at 
all  times  sit  there  as  judges,  give  their 
opinions  and  act  as  such,  and  of  course  in 
all  oases  possess  the  weight  and  authority 
of  that  high  office.  Such  an  addition  to 
the  judicial  establishment  of  the  House  of 
Loids  as  that  which  he  proposed  would  at 
once  have  the  effect  of  doing  away  with 
all  the  anomalies  at  present  complained  of ; 
and  he  conceived  the  decisions  of  the  Upper 
House  would  greatly  increase  in  weight 
and  aulhority.  He  would,  moreover,  add 
to  the  power  at  present  enjoyed  by  the 
House  of  Lords,  of  calling  in  the  common 
law  judges  to  aid  them  in  their  delibera- 
tions^ by  giving  that  House  the  faculty  of 
calling  in  the  equity  judges  also  }  nor  did 
he  suppose  that  such  a  power  would  be 
objected  to  by  the  House  of  Commons. 
It  could  not  be  forgotten  that  many  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  improve  the  pre- 


sent system,  and  that  some  had  emanated 
from  the  House  of  Peers  itself,  but  even 
that  House  had  as  yet  been  unable  to 
adopt  any  plan  that  had  been  proposed. 
He,  in  the  year  1830,  had  himself  proposed 
apian  for  the  creation  of  what  he  had 
called  a  Court  of  Equity  Exchequer,  to  be 
composed  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  a  new 
judge  to  be  apppointed,  the  Vice-Chancel- 
lor,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron ;  but  that 
plan  was  not  persisted  in.  In  the  year 
1833  Lord  Brougham  laid  on  the  Table  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament  a  bill  to 
appoint  a  chief  judge  in  equity,  and  to 
reserve  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  all  his  poU- 
lical  functions,  his  judicial  character  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  all  his  legal  patron- 
age. That  bill  was  not  approved  of, 
and  consequently  dropped.  In  1835,  Lord 
Brougham  brought  forward  a  new  plah 
more  objectionable  than  its  predecessor,  by 
which  it  was  proposed  to  refer  all  matters 
of  appeal  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council.  In  1839,  the  question  was 
fully  debated  in  the  House  of  Lords,  when 
the  plans  submitted  by  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Master  of  the  Rolls  came 
under  consideration.  The  Lord  Chancel- 
lor's plan  was  like  that  of  1833,  which  had 
been  proposed  by  Lord  Brougham,  with 
the  further  provision  that  the  new  chief 
judge  in  equity  should  be  the  permaneilt 
president  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council.  That  plan  had,  howevdr, 
not  been  approved  of  by  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  was  rejected.  In  the  plan  of 
Lord  Langdale  he  could  not  entirely  con- 
cur, although  he  had  the  greatest  respect 
for  the  authority  and  opinions  of  that  noble 
and  learned  Judge.  All  these  plans,  there- 
fore, having  in  some  measure  failed,  he 
would  now  submit  to  the  House  the  re- 
mainder of  his  proposals.  His  plan  would 
add  nothing  to  the  House  of  Lords,  nor 
would  it  take  anything  away.  He  would 
take  away  no  part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  nor  would  he  add  to  it; 
but  he  would  endeavour,  as  far  as  it  was 
in  his  power,  to  amend  and  improve  it. 
The  remaining  part  of  his  plan  had  refer- 
ence to  the  Privy  Council,  which,  as  at 
present  constituted^  was  liable  to  the  most 
serious  objection.  In  that  body  there  Was 
no  fixed  judges,  the  time  of  its  sittings  was 
uncertain,  and  no  one  could  be  sure  of  the 
same  judges  sitting  to  hear  the  whole  of 
an  appeal.  He  deprecated  delay  as  much 
as  any  one  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
but  he  equally  deprecated  too  hasty  a  deci- 
sion ;  and  the  Privy  Council,  as  it  stood  at 
H  2 
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pntent,  might,  perliapt,  be  liable  to  tbat 


il  law  of  thia  |  ing  befiire  him. 
the  juJgea 


There  wm  no  caurt  which  lia^ 
ta)  decide  upon  more  important  or  more 
TBtied  queationa,  embracing  every  sort  of 
law.  QueslioDs  in  the  Judicial  Committee 
had  to  be  decided  by  tht 
country,  by  the  Dutch  law,  the  Spanish  „ 
lanr,  by  the  laws  of  the  En^t,  by  the  old  fa 
Norman  law,  and  by  the  difierent  laws  ex* 
isting  in  our  various  colonies;  yet,  in  that 
court,  nbere  such  impurlent,  varied,  and 
complicated  questions  bad  to  be  tried  und 
decided,  there  was  no  fixed  judge,  no  bead 
of  the  court,  nor  were  there  any  fixed 
hours  of  sitting.  Even  when  the  judges 
could  attend  it  was  impossible  to  know  be- 
forehand when  they  were  to  sit,  and  the 
consequence  too  often  was,  that  no  cases 
were  ready  or  in  a  slnte  to  be  brought  on. 
When  a  case  was  ready  tbey  had  often  to 
aend  to  Westminster-hall  to  beg  the  at- 
tendance of  a  judge  to  malie  a  court,  and 
much  delay  and  disappointment  was   the 


He  thought  it  iru  necenary  in  the  Hoom 


of  Lords  to  remove  the  clerks  from  tbe 
table,  so  as  to  have  tlie  Judge  immedialeljr 
before  the  bar,  and  without  anything  to 
interrupt  his  view  of  those  who  wen  pliMl- 
In  th^  Judicial  Cottunit- 
„  ^  ught  alio  to  be  in  tbe 
of  the  bar,  and  he  thought  a  luiu 
table  ought  to  be  used  instead  of  a  raiii^ 
□ne.  These,  no  doubt,  were  minor  mat- 
ters, hut  he  was  inclined  to  think  thst 
there  was  more  importance  to  be  attacbed 
to  the  fiirm  of  a  court  than  mnct  penmu 
were  willing  to  allow.  He  should  oBn  tM 
factious  oppotdcion  to  the  bill  propoaed  hy 
bis  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  tnil,  on  tite 
contrary,  he  should  give  him  all  the  aadtt- 
ancc  in  bis  power.  When  hii  boo.  md 
learned  Friendobtainedleave tobringinhk 
bill,  he  (Sir  F„  Sugdcn)  should  then  won 
for  leave  to  introduce  his  bill,  ao  aa  to  hare 
both  bills  before  the  House  at  once,  and  a* 
enable  hon.  Members  to  dedde  opM 


During    last    year    there 
only  eighteen  days  of  sitting,  i  ' 
appeals  to  b     '  '  ' 
importance,  „  .     .      . 

large  amount.  In  short,  the  Judicial  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council,  as  at  present  I 
oonitituted,  tat  in  a  manner  which  watdis- 
apptovedofby  the  whole  bar.  Takingthis  ^ 
new  of  the  matter,  he  proposed,  in  order 
to  have  a  regular  court  in  the  Privy  Couii- 
ml,  and  an  appointed  bead,  an  well  as  regu- 
lar and  fixed  sittings,  that  the  two  judges 
whom  he  propoied  ai  assistants  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  should,  when  tbey  were  not 
occupied  in  the  House  of  Lords,  sit  in  tbe 

Judicbl  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council;  |  „„^^    ^^  .be«,  were  rauswoT 

«d.  ,f  that  pkn  we,*  adopted,  .hc«  would    «„„  j^.    ^hu..  tbe  right  of  .he  cl«« 

be  sufficient  time  to  decide  on  all  the  ap-  |,„T„„^a  nf.Pn  ;„.«>  .i-t,.  nf  »«». 
pealfl  which  ctme  before  them.  He  would 
further  propose,  when  tboite  judges  snt 
alone,  and  when  any  difference  of  opinion 
oa  any  point  arose  between  thcra.  that  the 
matter  in  dispute  should  stand  over  to  be 
beard  and  decided  by  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
Such  was  the  outline  of  the  bill  which  he 
propoaed  to  aik  leave  to  introdi 


.    were  '  their  merits. 

bile  tbe  i      Mr.  Lynch  said,  be  would  draw  tbe  aU 
tried  were  of  the  greatest    lenlion  of  the  right  hon,  GenilMaan  op- 
^olving  property  to  a^very    posiie,  to   ibe  evidence  which  had  ai»« 
.time   ago   been   laid  before  that   Homo, 
'  with  respect  to  tbe  buiinetaof  the  Comt 
of  Chancery.     By  that  it  appeared,  thai 
>tit  of  1 ,068  cansci  inatituied  in  thai  cotirl, 
30O  only  had   been  set  down   for  hearing, 
ind  out  of  those  300,  only  J  80  had  been 
actually  heard  in  one  year.     What  woaM 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  say  ftbout  the  di«. 
of  the  other  120  causei  ibeo  re- 
fflaiDjng?     It  could  hardly  be  cooleoded 
I  for  but  ihai  some  of   thoar,  nay.  ibe 


'was  turned  often  into  a  right  of  r 
tion,  and  not  a  ri};ht  of  poiscaiion.  He 
rootended,  that  these  120  causes  aboe 
would  be  quite  siitlicient  for  a  single  ad- 
ditional jndpe  to  ditpoM  of  in  each  term. 
There  was  at  that  moment  a  large  airear 
of  causes  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  Under 
_  __  .     ,„  .„  >.     ,  u  '"  •''^  circunisianees,    be  thought  there 

^™ti^~to~bVuiiVhuToTand'lM™rtN''»^  ***"  ettablisbed  sufficient  grouad* 
Friend,  hut  in  addition  to  that  part  of  it  T"  'tie  appomimeni  of  an  additmaal 
which  provided  for  the  appointment  of  two  i'^^f-  The  right  hon.  Genilemft)  oppa- 
additional  judges.  .  He  had  only  one  other    «"p  himself  had  stated  that  the  arrear  of 

•-    •      ••  -    • ■ -- the  Kolla'CoortakiDe 

lie  ihonght  it  uiifibl 
oe  estimated  ai  500,  and  that  that 
be  nearer  the  mark.  He  woatd  adi 
ght  hon.  and  learned   Priead  what 


obeervation   to  make.      If  the   Houi 

Lords  and  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the    amounted  io  455. 

Pri»y  Council  were  to  he  made  really  avail-    *' 

able  for  the  administration  of  ju«iice,  it  ,  w 

was  neceasary  that  the  proceedings  should    hi 

be  differently  conducted  from  the  manner    had    been   ihc  oianding  of  that  arrearT 

in  which  they  were  conducted  at  present,  i  They  had  been    told  the  arreara  af  ibe 
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Rolls*  Court,  but  not  that  of  the  Vice- 
Chancellor's  Court.     His  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  might  have  told  them  that 
the  arrears  of  causes  were  standing  over 
\n  the  Vice-Chancellor's  Court  for  three 
or  four  years.     Was  he  then  to  be  told 
that  they  were  to  have  only  one  judge? 
When  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend, 
in  1830,  had  himself  proposed  to  increase 
the  number  of  judges,  the  business  was 
not  80  heavy  as  now.     He  did  not   now 
think  of  the  transfer  of  the  business  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  to  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. His  right  hon.  Friend  admitted  that 
the  present  judges  were  overworked  ;  that 
they  could  not  do  more  than  they  were 
doing ;  yet  his  plan  would  have  the  effect 
of  throwing;  additional  business  into  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  Now,  one  of  the  great 
eviUin  that  court  of  which  he  had  to  com- 
plaui    was  the   great   delay  which   took 
place  in  h.     If  the  judges  were  pressed 
upon  in  the  manner  which  his  right  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  said,  they  should  have 
some  way  of  getting  rid  of  the  great  quan. 
tity  of  business  thrown   upon  them,  and 
bowxiid  they  do  that  but  by  referring  to 
the  masters  many  things  which  they  ought 
to  decide  themselves,  and  thus  in  a  man- 
ner creating  a  number  of  new    judges 
themselves.     There  was  another  great  evil 
arising  out  of  this  want  of  sufficient  judi- 
cial power  to  which  he  should  allude,  and 
that  was,    that  the   judges   were    often 
obliged  to  give  their  decisions  in  such  a 
hasty  manner,   that  the  registrars  could 
not  take  down  their  judgments  with  suffi- 
cient correctness^  and  the  consequence  of 
this  was,  that  motions  had  frequently  to 
be  made  in  the  court  to  rectify  any  inac- 
curacy that  might  occur.     Then  there  was 
always  an  increasing  number  of  motions 
and  applications  to  be  made,  arising  out 
of  the  very  causes  before  the  court.  Money 
was  to  be  drawn  out,  or  it  was  to  be  lodged 
in  court ;  or  parties  were  dying,  or  mar- 
riage settlements  were  required  to  be  made, 
bankruptcies  or  insolvencies  were  taking 
place ;  and  all  these  created  expense  and 
additional  delay.     Now,  when  all  these 
things  were  taken  into  fair  consideration, 
it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  contend 
that  two  additional  judges  were  not  neces- 
sary.    It  had  been  said,  that  the  arrear  of 
business  was  decreasing  at  present, — that 
it  was  not,  in  fact,  as  great  as  it  had  been 
last  Trinity  Term.     Now  that  decrease  in 
the  arrears  arose  from  the  fact,  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  been  enabled  to  bear 


\  original    causes   since    and    during    last 
Michaelmas  Term  ;  but  he  would  venture 
to  assert,  that  his  Lordship  would  not  be 
Rble  to  hear  an  original  cause  until  next 
Trinity  Term,  and  so  the  arrear  must  be 
as  gre.it,  if  not  greater,  next  Trinity  Term 
than   it  was  last.     The  Vice-Chancellor 
had  only  been  able  to  hear  forty- seven 
causes  during  the  year,  in  consequence  of 
fhe  great  number  of  motions  which  had 
ronie  before  him.     The  immense  number 
of  railways  proposed  to  be  made  of  late 
years  had  been  one  great  cause  of  an  im- 
mense  number  of  motions,   injunctions, 
and  several  other  proceedings  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  he  was  told  that  a  great 
number  more  of  railway  bills  were  likely 
to  be  brought  in  during  the  present  Ses« 
sion,   which   would,   of  course,   increase 
considerably  the  business  in  the  court.    If 
they  looked  back  to  the  historical  autho- 
rities, and  examined  into  the  demand   for 
judicial   power  which  existed  so  far  back 
as  the  time  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  it  would 
seem  that  one  judge  and  a  half,   if  he 
might  say  so,  or  even  two  judges,  were 
occupied  by  the  business  of  the  court  then 
fully.  Both  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the 
Lord  Chancellor  had  been  fully  occupied 
in  hearing  original  causes.     In  their  time 
the  average  number  of  petitions  in  the 
year  had  been  about  400,  and  the  number 
of  original  causes  370.     At  present  there 
were,  in  every  year,  about  2,700  petitions. 
If  ic  was  necessary  to  have  one  judge  and 
a  half,  or  two  judges,  then  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation whatever  in  saying,  that  they  ought 
to  have  four  judges  now.     His  right  hon. 
Friend  complained  of  the  number  of  judg- 
ments left  in  arrear  by  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor,  notwithstanding  his  great  lar 
bour,  and   his  assiduous  exertions.     He 
complained  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
left  in   arrear  sixteen  judgments   in   the 
House  of  Lords,  and  twenty-three  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.     But  how  would  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  remedy  the  evrl? 
By  separating  the  onerous  duties  at  pre- 
sent attaching  to  the  office  of  Lord  Chan- 
cellor?   No;  he  would  retain  the  political 
character,  and  the  judicial  functions  com- 
bined in  one  person,  but  proposed  to  give 
the  Lord  Chancellor  two  assistants  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  who  were  to  be  present 
when  he  was  ablesoto  abstract  himself  from 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  from  his  poh- 
tical  duties,  as  to  attend   as  a  judge  in 
appeal.     The  duties  would   never  be  effi- 
ciently performed  until  two  regular  assist- 
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aoU  were  given  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  the  political  fonctioos  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  were  separated  from  his  judi- 
cial duties.  Would  his  right  hon.  Friend 
bring  forward  that  plan,  or  would  he  sup- 
port it  in  the  House?  If  not,  his  propo- 
sition would  in  no  way  remedy  the  evil. 
His  ri^^ht  hon.  Friend  had  very  properly 
remarked  upon  the  inutility  of  appeals 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  Court  of 
Cbanceiy  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the 
House  of  Lords;  but  he  would  remind  his 
right  hon.  Friend  of  a  case — "Wright  r.  At- 
kins ** — in  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  had 
changed  his  opinion  upon  having  assist- 
ance there.  Now  what  he  recommended 
was,  that  the  assistance  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  should  be  regular  and  perma- 
nent, not  casual;  without  that  nothing 
efl'ectual  could  be  done  either  for  the  suitor 
or  the  couit.  These  were  the  observations 
which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  submit  to 
the  House  on  the  present  occasion,  reserv- 
ing to  himself  full  power  of  moving  at  a 
future  time  any  amendments  u|)On  his 
right  hon.  Friend's  proposition,  as  he 
should  think  proper  to  submit,  and  giving 
full  support  to  the  bill  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  the  Attorney-General, 
which  he  thought  necessary,  whether  his 
right  hon.  Friend's  bill  passed  or  not. 

The  Attorney  General,  in  reply,  said, 
that  the  vast  number  of  causes  in  arrear 
was  of  much  less  importance  than  the 
period  which  elapsed  between  the  setting 
down  and  the  hearing  of  a  caute ;  with 
respect  to  which,  the  accuracy  of  his 
statement  could  not  be  controverted.  It 
was  satisfactorily  proved,  before  the  Lords' 
Committee  last  Session  of  Farliamunt,  that 
by  increasing  this  period  the  arrear  of 
causes  would  be  diminished  instead  of 
being  increased,  from  people  in  despair 
abstaining  from  61ing  bills,  and  from 
deaths,  insolvencies,  and  compromises  be* 
fore  a  hearing  could  take  place.  Extend 
the  period  to  fifty  years,  and  you  would 
hate  DO  arrear  at  all,  as  there  would  then 
be  a  universal,  as  there  is  now  a  partial, 
denial  of  justice.  He  maintained  the  ne- 
cessity of  two  new  judges,  and  thought  it 
not  improbable  that  the  exigencies  of 
justice  might  soon  recpiiie  a  greater  num- 
ber. It  had  not  been  disputed  that  in  the 
numerous  cases  of  an  equitable  demand 
under  100/.,  there  is  no  practical  remedy, 
and  it  was  not  pretended  that  such  a  re> 
proach  was  permanently  to  be  affixed  to  the 
tdministration  of  justice  in  this  country. 


Railway  controrersies  instead  of  being  at 
an  end,  as  was  supposed  by  bis  right  boo. 
and  learned  Friend,  he  believed  were  only 
beginning.  With  respect  to  the  hearing 
of  appeals  in  the  Hoase  of  Lords,  he  had 
probaibly  had  more  experience  than  any 
other  man  at  the  bar,  and  he  must  aay, 
that  the  system  though  liable  to  theoreli- 
cal  objections,  upon  Uie  whole  had  worked 
well,  and  had  given  satisfaction  to  tke 
public.  He  had  pleaded  in  the  House  of 
Lords  often  before  Lord  Eldon,  Lard 
Lynd burst.  Lord  Brougham,  and  Lord 
Cotteuham,  and  with  the  assistance  they 
commanded,  he  must  say,  that  their  de- 
cisions, whether  afllirmiug  or  reversing, 
left  no  just  cause  of  complaint  to  tbe 
suitors.  Whether  in  case  of  reversal  or 
aflirmance,  reasons  were  uniformly  given, 
showing  that  the  presiding  judge  had  mi- 
nutely attended  to  the  case,  and  the  argu- 
ments on  both  sides.  lie  was  bound  to 
say,  that  the  judicial  functions  of  the 
House  of  Lords  had  been  satisfactorily  ex- 
ercised. He  admitted,  that  something 
must  soon  be  done  to  improve  the  judicial 
committee  of  the  Frivy  Council.  The  vo- 
luntary principle  did  not  answer  for  % 
court  of  justice,  and  instead  of  sending 
round  Westminster  Hall  (oflen  in  vain), 
to  solicit  the  attendunce  of  judges  at  tlia 
Privy  Council,  a  judge  or  judges  must  be 
appointed, whose  principal  duty  it  would  be 
to  attend  there  at  stated  periods.  He 
was  much  afiaid,  however,  that  tlie  Lords 
assistants  of  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  would  never  take  places  either  in 
the  House  of  Lords  or  in  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil. At  the  same  time,  he  should  offer 
no  opposition  to  the  bringing  in  of  the 
bill,  and  should  be  glad  to  lend  his  asaiat- 
ance  in  furthering  the  laudable  object 
which  it  had  in  view. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  bill  for 
facilitating  the  administration  of  justice. 
(No.  1.) 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  £•  Sugden,  leavo 
was  also  given  to  bring  in  hia  bill  fot 
Facilitating  the  Administration  of  Justieo 
in  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Privy 
Council.  (No.  2.) 

Eajit  and  West  Imdia  Rm.^  Mr, 
Lfihouchert  said,  it  might  be  for  the  oonve* 
niencc  of  the  House,  that  be  sboald  aUrte^ 
that  he  was  not  about  to  a^k  Memben  to 
express  any  opinion  which  wooUl  be  bind- 
ing upon  them  in  future  stages  of  tbe  ques« 
tion  which  be  rose  to  bring  fonrad.    It 
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had  been  pressed  upon  bim  by  many  Gen- 
tlemen, that  it  was  desirable  tbat  the  mea- 
sure should  be  explained  to  the  House  with 
the  subttance  of  the  resolution  he  meant  to 
IHTopoiey  for  some  days  before  they  were 
called    upon  to  decide  upon  it,   and  he 
willingly  acceded  to  a  course  so  proper  in 
itaelf.   It  was  his  intention,  therefore,  then 
to  make  a  statement  of  the  grounds  upon 
which,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  he 
waa  prepared  to  recommend  an  alteration 
of  the  duties  affecting  a  portion  of  the  pro- 
duoe  of  our  colonial  possessions,  and  then  to 
move — ^ttol  that  the  House  should  go  into 
a  ofNnmktee  to  agree  to  a  resolution,  which 
would  Und  them  in  future,  but  '^  that  the 
House  shmild  on  Monday  next  resolve  itself 
into  9k  seleol  committee,  to  consider  so  much 
of  |be  said  Acts  regulating  the  duties  on 
rum*"   The  ol^eet  of  the  measure  which  he 
should  propose  for  consideration  was  ex- 
tiemely  simple — it  was  to    equalise   the 
duty  on  rum,  whether  the  produce  of  our 
West- India  ColQiiies,  or  oi  our  possessions 
in  India^  and  to  obviate  the  anomaly,  that 
wheieas  the  law  allowed  sugar  from  our 
WestJndia  colonies  and  sugar  from   the 
East  to  be  introduced  at  an  equal  rate  of 
duty,  yet  it  placed  a  differential  duty  upon 
rum,  although  rum  and  sugar  were  equally 
the  produce  of  the  cane.     His  object  was, 
to  sJlow  mm  as  well  as  sugar  to  be  intio« 
duoed  from  our  East- Indian  possessions  at 
tlm.  same  duty  as  that  from  the  West  In- 
diea»  and  he  thought  the  proposition  in  it- 
self so  just  and  reasonable,  that  our  eastern 
posseaooiit  should  be  under  no  disadvantage 
compared  with  any  other  portion  of  the 
Britidi  dominions  as  to  the  produce  of  the 
sugar  cane,  which  was  the  great  staple 
arUcle  (^  their  cultivation,  that  the  whole 
burden  of  proof  lay  upon  those  who  would 
resist  a  measure  which  vr^  primdfade  so 
just  and  reasonable.     He  would  remind  the 
House,  that  early  in  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament  a  petition  was  presented,  which 
both  on  account  of  the  quarter  from  which 
it  proceeded  and  the  question  of  which  it 
treated,  was  entitled  to  the  greatest  atten- 
AtOQ— -he  meant  the  petition  from  the  Di. 
leciofB   of  the  East-India   Company,  not 
only  in  their  own  name,  but  in  that  of  the 
gr^  empire  whose  interests  were  so  closely 
connected  with  theirs,  complaining  of  the 
ii\)UBtice    to  which  they  conadered  that 
great  empire  subject,  compared  with  other 
Qfthmial   possessions  of  her  Majesty.     On 
that  occasion  although  he  could  not  re- 
Qommend  to  the  House  the  adc^ion  of  the 
naalutaoBa  propoted  by  the  chairman  of  the 


board  of  directors,  and  although  there  were 
some  things  which  he  thought  required  in- 
vestigation, yet  in  the  principle  propounded 
•^the  right  of  India  to  be  treated  as  fa<« 
vourably  as  our  other  colonial  possessions—* 
he  was  ready  to  give  his  unqualified  assent ; 
and  when  the  hon.  Gentleman  said,  thai 
inquiry  would  be  best  conducted  by  refer- 
ring the  petition  to  a  committee  of  the 
House,  lie  said,  that  he  should  not  oAr 
any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Govern** 
ment,  but  that  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  to  look  into  the  petitions,  and  whaU 
ever  he  could  with  propriety  recommend  to 
the  House  he  should  be  happy  to  da     In 
redemption  of  that  pledge  he  brought  for* 
ward  this  proposal.  The  duty  now  operated 
to  the  exclusion  of  East- India  rum  from 
the  markets  of  this  country— this  was  one 
of  the  points  most  prominently  put  forward 
by  those  who  represented  the  East- India 
interests,  and  it  was  one  of  the  subjeeli 
referred  to    committees  of  the  Commooa 
and   the  Lords.     The  committee  of  the 
Ijords  had  alone  as  yet  reported ;  and  al- 
though in  some  particulars  he  was  not  sup* 
ported  in  his  present  proposition  by  that 
report,  yet  so  far  as  the  principle  waa  eon* 
cerned  he  was  completely  supported ;  for 
the  Lords,  in  their  report,  stated,  that  thej 
considered  it  proper,  on  general  princlpleai 
that  rum  from  the  East  Indies  should  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  rum  from  the 
West,  but  that  there  was  something  in  the 
existing  state  of  transition  in  the  West- 
Indian  colonies  which  would  render  it  harah 
to  admit  East- India  produce  on  an  equal 
footing  at  the  present  moment.     \j*  Hear, 
hear  !""}     He  could  assure  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  cheered  him,  that  he  had  given 
the  utmost  consideration  to  that  point ;  fot 
it  was  not  enough  to  lay  duwn  general 
principles,  but  we  should  consider  the  time 
and  mode  of  applying  them,  and  examine 
whether  there  was  any  degree  of  sufferinff 
any  peculiar  hardship — in  any  portion  en 
our  dominions,  which  required  that  they 
should  not  be  pressed  at  the  present  mo« 
ment.     If  he  were  not  satisfied,  not  only 
that  his  proposition  was  just  and  equitabts 
in  itself  on  all  true  principles  of  commerce 
and  of  colonial  policy,  but  that  it  would  not 
have  the  effect  on  the  West-Indian  colonies 
which  was  apprehended— if  he  were  not 
prepared  to  prove,  that  there  never  was 
anything  in   the  world  so  exaggerated  as 
the  fears  of  those  who  had  advocated  the 
West-Indian  interests  before  the  Coromona 
and  the  Lords,  on  this  question,  and  to 
proves  that  if  the  House  agreed  with  him 
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<M)  ihe  pnaoiple,  thAt  the  measure  might  to  i  should  be  ahk*  to  lay  brfure  it  fiwtt  «»• 

b^CMTicii  into  crttvr,  there  was  nothing  in    — '-^  '"'"^  •** — -^^  -^-^  •*"-  n-i-u. 

iW  fM^^iNit  circumsiancvs  of  the  trade  in 
nim,  wr  in  lh«  picjicnt  state  of  the  West 
Imii0k  to  pi  event  its  being  done,  but,  on 
iW  eontmry.  that  the  present  moment  was 
a  very  pro|>cr  opportunity  for  doing  it  he 
(Mr,  luilMHichen*)  would  not  advocate  it. 
Of  iHHinii',  the  qucMiou  of  rum  was  very 
much  mixed  up  with  the  question  of  sugar. 
If  the  eiU*et  of  emiulising  the  duties  on  rum 
WuuUl  he  to  facihtate  the  pnnhice  of  su$^r 
iu  the  Kast  Indies,  and  to  send  it  in  greater 
tiaantiiies  to  tlie  Uritish  market,  there  was 
no  one  who  hud  |mid  any  attention  to  the 
«tat«  of  the  sutfar  market  for  the  last  year, 
III  the  high  price  of  the  artiele,  the  loc«  to 
X\%^  revenue»  and  the  very  great  pri\*ations 


nected  with  the  rum  trade  and  the  Britttk 
market,  to  show  how  futile  was  this  aypte* 
hension.  There  was  this  material  difirnee 
between  the  supply  of  sugar  and  that  ef 
rum  at  this  moment.  It  was  well  knowm 
that  the  supply  of  su^r,  which  waa  now 
admitted  from  the  Last  and  Weit  Indies 
was  still  very  inadequate  to  the  cndiaaiy 
wants  of  this  country.  The  oonseqneooe  if 
course  was,  that  the  price  of  sugar  in  this 
country,  thus  admitted,  was  much  higkor 
than  the  price  of  sugar  abroad.  There  waa 
a  great  difierence  in  the  price  between  a 
pound  of  sugar  admitted  for  consumptioa 
in  this  country,  paying  duty,  and  a  pound 
of  sugar  from  Cuba  or  the  Braaila,  eooing 
into  this  country,  and  which  mnal  be 


Indies  enjoy  the  same  monopoly  in  auflar 
as  in  rum  Q"  No."^  The  hon.  Member 
would  see  fnim  the  facts  he  should  lay  be* 


endtiirtl  hy  ntany  on  aeivuut  of  that  high    exported  elsewhere.     Nominally,  the  Wei* 

|m4%v,  hut  must  admit  it  to  be  the  duty  of    '"^' '—  ^^ '"  "^ 

that   lloUM)  to  adopt  any  measure  which 
would  enlarge  the  supply  of  »ugar — not 

frtuu  »Uve«git»wiug  stulinii  or  foreign  na-  •  fore  the  House  that  it  was  lo.     The 
tioust.  hut  the  prxnUuv  of  free  UUnir«  whe-  !  and  West   Indies  between  them  were 
ther  in  the  ea«t  or  the  wi^t,     lie  said,  ^        ^  ^ 

therefore,  that  if  the  argument  with  which 
he  was  to  Iv  (»p)Hk>cHl  wns.  that  he  was 
giving  an  additional  stimulus  to  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar  in  our  l\ast- Indian  ]H^s$es- 
sionSj  and  thereby  diung  an  injury  to  the 
West- India  Colonies,  he  was  confident,  that 
the  House  would  not  listen  to  that  argu  • 
ment,  but  would  agree  with  him,  that  it 
would  be  most  desirable  to  farilitate  and 
increase  the  supply  from  the  Kust  Indies. 
But  he  iHrnfessiul  he  I'ould  not  Ik'Ucvc,  that 
such  would  he  the  result  to  any  great  extent. 
He  wished  he  could  believe,  that  the  success 
of  this  proposition  would  be  the  augmen- 
tation to  any  large  ammnt  of  the  quan- 
tity of  sugar  produced  in  our  East- Indian 
rieasions.  He  could  not  think  it  would 
B0|  but  he  mentioned  it  to  show  that 
any  argument  against  his  piMpoMtion  must 
be  founded,  not  cm  any  general  view  of  the 
principliS  of  trade,  hut  npim  the  ground 
that  there  were  Mune  sja'cial  circumstances 
which  would  render  it  injurimis  to  the 
Wesl«indian  colonies  to  admit  l\ast- Indian 
sugar  at  the  mnne  rate  of  duty.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  rum  would  not  he  receiveil 
from  the  West  Indies,  in  the  same  manner 
ns  sugar  was  now  received.  Of  course,  in 
onler  to  that  it  must  be  provetl  that  there 
must  be  some  sudden  and  great  falling-oft* 
in  the  produce  of  rum  in  the  West  Indies, 
if  his  bill  should  he  curried— that  the  mar 
ket  in  this  country  would  be  suddenly  af- 
fected iniuriously  to  the  West-India  liquors. 
If  the  Home  would  bear  with  hia,  he 


able  to  send  as  much  sugar  to  Great  Britnin 
as  the  mat  ket  would  consume ;  whiljt  the 
West  Indies  alone  were  able  to  send  into 
this  country  a  very  considerably  laiger 
quantity  of  rum  than  the  market  here 
able  to  take  off.  What  waa  the 
quence  ?  Why»  that  the  surplus  waa 
ported  to  the  markets  abroad,  in  the  nortk 
of  Germany  and  elsewhere.  What  follnwod 
from  that  ?  Of  course,  the  price  of  niniy 
even  in  the  English  market,  was  govefucd 
by  the  price  the  surplus  fetclied  in  the  third 
market,  where  the  West- Indian  mm  had  to 
contend  with  foreign  rum.  The  Hooae 
would  sec  that  sugar  in  bond  varied  muiA 
in  price,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  admta* 
sible  for  consumption  in  this  country.  But 
in  rum  in  bimd  there  was  no  such  differ* 
ence  ;  or,  if  a  difference,  one  of  a  very  tri* 
fling  kind  ;  and  KusI- Indian  mm  could  bo 
S4<lil  in  bond  witlunit  paying  duty,  at  the 
itame  priiv  us  mm  fmm  the  West  Indiea 
which  was  in  bond,  at  the  option  of  being 
ex|iortcd  abnaul.  In  the  last  navy  contract 
there  were  UN),000  gallons  of  mm,  50,000 
of  which  were  from  the  West  and  50,000 
from  the  East  Indies ;  and  it  was  got  at 
proi*istfly  the  same  price.  He  mentionod 
this  to  show  that  there  need  be  no  aimo- 
hension^  if  the  duties  on  East  and  Wait 
India  produce  were  equalised.  It  had  aln 
been  stated,  that  the  immediate  reault  would 
be  a  falling^off  in  the  prico  of  Weat-lndk 
produce,  aiid  an  injtuy  to  the  West  Indiea^ 
But  he  could  not  aee  that  that  woidd  ba  the 
caw;  on  tiM  contiaiyj  ho  owiaadod  thai 
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wimt  was  at  present  a  merely  nominal  ad- 
vantage, might  become  a  real  advantage. 
It  might  be  asked^  if  it  were  no  loss  to  the 
West  Indies,  how  could  it  be  a  gain  to  the 
East  Indies  ?    He  admitted  the  importance 
of  this  argument ;   but,  at  the  same  time, 
it  generuly  happened  with  those  restric- 
timis,  that  the  inconvenience,  on  the  one 
hand,  was  greater  than  the  convenience  on 
the  other.     There  was  one  mode,  for  in. 
stance*— the  present  rate  of  duties  had  ope- 
rated unfavourably  to  the  East  Indies —he 
meant  with  regard  to  the  finer  qualities  of 
mm.    The  rum  that  was  exported  from 
this  country  was  almost  entirely  of  a  coarser 
description,  and  the  finer^qualities,  chiefly 
produced  in  Jamaica,  had  a  monopoly  in 
the  English  market,  and  consequently,  at 
present,  there  was  no  temptation  to  the 
East  Indies  to  produce  finer.  If  they  would 
equalijse  the  duties  on  East  and  West  India 
rum,  they  would  offer  an  inducement  to 
the  East-Indian  cultivator  to  improve  his 
article.     This  being  a  work  of  time,  no  one 
could  say  that  it  would  produce  injurious 
effects  to  the  West  Indies,  and  no  one  could 
say  but  that  the  East  Indies  were  entitled 
to'it  as  well  as  the  West  Indies.     What  he 
was  particularly  anxious  to  call  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen's attention  to  was,  that  some  rea- 
sonable proof  should  be  given   that  the 
change  he  was  asking  them  to  make  would 
inflict  a  sudden  and  serious  blow  on  the 
West  Indies.   He  thought  the  House  ought 
to  require  that  proof.     It  ought  not  to  be 
upon  vain  apprehensions  or  mere  allegations 
that  the  House  should  be  preparai  to  refuse 
that  which  no  man  could  deny  was,  upon 
principle,  a  measure  of  justice  to  the  East 
Indies.     They  ought  to  be  assured  that 
these  were  well-grounded  apprehensions, 
on  the  part  of  the  colonists,  in  reference  to 
a  measure  which,  on  all  general  principles, 
was  just  and  fair  towards  the  East  Indies ; 
for  he  could  not  help  observing,  that  any 
one  who  had  attended  to  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  Houses  of  Parliament  would  see 
with  how  much  heat,  on  both  sides,  the 
question  had  been  discussed,  and  especially 
with  what  eagerness  it  had  been  urged  by 
the  East  Indians.     They  were  told  that  it 
was  much  felt  in  India,  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  feeling,  that  there  was  a  general 
idea,  not  only  among  the  English  ^pula- 
tion  in  the  East  Indies,  but  also  among  the 
native  population,  that  in  our  commercial 
regolations  we  went  out  of  our  way  to  in- 
flict injurv  and  disadvantage  on  the  East 
Indiea     When  he  talked  of  public  opinion 
fw  aonuMeted  with  the  East  Indies^  he  wm 


sure  no  one  acquainted  with  the  sulject 
would  say  it  was  an  improper  expression, 
for  there  was  an  increased  feeling  and  in- 
telligence among  the  inhaliitants  of  that 
country,  which  enabled  them  to  discuss 
questions  of  this  kind ;  and  the  House 
ought  to  see  that  there  was  a  good  and 
solid  reason  for  refusing  a  boon  of  this  de- 
scription, urged  upon  them  as  it  was  by 
those  who  were  best  able  to  speak  upon 
it,  the  court  of  directors  in  this  country 
— they  ought  to  see  that  they  were  go- 
ing on  a  broad  and  solid  foundation,  in 
refusing  an  application  of  the  kind. 
He  would  now  read  to  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  figures,  which  would  put  hon. 
Members  in  possession  of  the  fact  that 
there  was  rum  imported  from  the  West 
Indies  alone  more  than  sufficient  to  supply 
the  British  market,  and  that  a  large  sur- 
plus was  annually  exported  to  foreign 
countries,  where  it  had  to  compete  with 
rum  from  other  countries,  by  which  means 
the  monopoly  price  in  England  was  en- 
tirely destroyed.  The  right  hon.  Member 
quoted  the  following — 

Statement  of  the  quantities  op  bum  iu« 

PORTED  into  the  UNITED  KINGDOM,  DIS- 
TINGUISHING THE  IMPORTS  FROM  THE  BRI« 
TISH  WEST  indies;  ALSO  OF  THE  QUANTITIES 
ON  WHICH  DUTY  WAS  PAID,  AND  WHICH  WERE 
RE-EXPORTED,    DURING     EACH    TEAR,    FROM 

1833  TO  1839:  — 


Iinpotted. 

Paid  Duty. 

Years. 

Re-exported 

Total  from 

From  the 

all  Places. 

Brit.  W.  Ind. 

Oalls. 

Oalls. 

Galb. 

Galls. 

1833 

5,146  877 

5,109,975 

3,499,133 

1,834,«06 

183  » 

5,158,489 

5,112,399 

8,345,177 

1,642,<88 

1835 

5,540,170 

5,453,317 

3,416,966 

1,678.374 

1&36 

4,P93,94« 

4,868,168 

•  3.324,749 

I,«79.a45 

1837 

4,613  095 

4,418,350 

3,184,?55 

1,174,273 

1838 

4,91«,2«7 

4,641,?ie 

3,135,651 

1,134^ 

1839 

5,477,669 

*,OHfi'Zl 

S330b263 

1,155,7«S 

Besides  this,  there  was  a  quantity  of 
rum  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  and 
for  ships  stores  during  the  same  years  all 
follows  :— 


West  India. 
Gallons. 

1833   800,850 

1834 790,398 

1835   ....   672,661 

1836 815,928 

1837   ....   707,746 

1838 690,492 

1839   ....  634,470 


East  India. 
Gallons. 


3,978 
87,998 


Totah 
Gallons. 
800,850 
790,398 
672,661 
815,928 
707,746 
694,470 
722,466 


The  point  he  wished  to  establish  wa% 
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that  throughout  the  whole  course  of  these 
years  there  never  had  heen  a  year  in  which 
there  had  not  heen  a  much  larger  quantity 
oi   rum  brought  from   the   West   Indies 
alone  than  could  he  consumed  in  the  Eng- 
lish market.     The  consequence  was^  that  a 
large  surplus  was  annually  re-exported  to 
other  countries,  chiefly   to   the   north  of 
Germany,  where  it  met  with  rum  from 
the  East  Indies,  Cuba,   and  the  Brazils, 
and  was  obliged  to  compete  with  it  in  the 
markets  there.     If  his  argument  was  cor- 
rect, he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  upon 
what  the  assertion  of  the  West- India  colo- 
nists rested,  that  if  there  were  an  equali- 
zation of  duties  upon  the  East  and  West 
India  rum  at  this  moment  it  would  cause  a 
aerious  loss,  and  that  the  present  state  of 
the    home   market  for  West*India    rum 
would  be  altogether  altered.       He  now 
came  to  a  part  of  the  subject  which  he  bo* 
liered  had  excited  the  apprehensions  of 
many,   who    were    nevertheless   perfectly 
satisfied  to  admit  rum  which  was  actually 
brought  from  the  East  Indies,  upon  equal 
duties,  and  who  clearly  saw  the  inconsis- 
tency and  absurdity  of  saying  to  the  East- 
India  oolonista —  **  We   will   admit   your 
sugar  to  come  into  competition  with  ours 
in  the  home  market,  but  we  will  not  ad- 
mit your  rum."     But,  said  they,  although 
we  are  quite  willing  to  take  East-Indito 
rum,  we  must  be  quite  sure  that  it  is  real 
East-India  rum.     What  we  are  afraid  of 
is,  that  cheap  spirit  made  from  rice,  and 
other  kinds  of  spirits  flavoured  with  rum, 
will  be  introduced  into  this  country  under 
the  cover  of  imported  East-India  rum,  to 
the    injtiry  of    the   West-India   interest. 
Peraons  have  also  endeavoured  to  make  it 
appear  that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the 
revenue  and  to  the  distillers  of  this  coun- 
try to  admit  East- India  rum;     for  the 
Gentlemen  who  represent  the  West-India 
interest  have  been  vigilant  in  getting  aux- 
iliaries,  and  they  endeavoured  to  persuade 
the  English  distillers  that  their  interests 
are  involved  in   this  question.     A  more 
idle  bugbear  never  was  attempted  to  be  set 
up   than   this  pretence,    that   rice    spirit 
would  come  into  this  country.    In  the  first 
place*  he  besged  to  say,  that  the  bill  he 
proposed  to  lay  before  the  House  was  not 
a  bul  to  authorise  the  introduction  of  all 
spirits  generally  from  the  East  Indies,  but 
only  ma  made  from  sugar  grown  there. 
And  il  was  his  intention,  n   the  House 
should  at  a  future  evening  adopt  the  reso- 
lulioD  he  should  submit  to  them,  to  pro- 
pose that  no  rum  should  be  admitted  into 


this  country  except  a  certificate  were  ob- 
tained from  the  importation  department  of 
the  East-India  Company,  that  it  was  pure 
rum  made  from  the  sugar  cane.    The  diicf 
commissioner  of  the  customs  had  told  him, 
that  he  should  feel  just  as  much  oon6deaoe 
in  a  certificate  from  the  oflker  of  the  East* 
India  Company,  as  he  should  from  the 
Custom-house.  Therefore,  if  any  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  prepared  to  say,  that  the  certifi- 
cate would  not  be  worth  anything,  it  must 
be  admitted,  that  he  (Mr.  Laboucheie)  h«d 
taken  sufficient  pains  to  be  satisfied  thai  it 
would  afford  the  protection  required.     Be- 
sides, it  should  be  home  in  mindt  that  fo- 
reign s^iirit  must  pay  9«.  duty  on  being 
imported  into  this  country.     It  was  noi 
very  likely  that  our  distillers  or  agiiciilto. 
rists  would  be  greatly  injured  hgr  a  ibieign 
spirit  to  be  brought  in  here  that  wn  to 
pay  9^.  duty,  which  was  afterwards  to  be 
made  to  imitate  a  spirit  that  paid  a  less 
duty.     He  had  not  received  the  slifbtesi 
representation,  nor  had    his    right    Immi. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
from  the  distillers  of  this  country,  to  is- 
duce  either  him  or  his  right  hon.  Friend 
to  believe  that  there  was  the  least  fear  of 
that  happening  which  Gentlemen  had  e»» 
deavoured  to  persuade  the  committee  woaU 
result  if  they  admitted  rum,  the  pioioeo 
of  the  East  Indies,  into  this  country  umi 
equal  terms  with  the  rum  of  the  West  In- 
dira—namely, that  it  would  be  the  menne 
of  our  being  deluged  with  cheap  spirili 
converted  into  a  ^lecies  of  rum,  such  spirila 
having  to  pay  a  duty  of  9#.,  and  the  is* 
portation  of  it  to  be  certified  as  being 
bona  ^fide  rum,  and  not  an  inferior  spiril. 
He  mi^ht  further  oheerve,  that  the  strict 
regulations  which  were  adopted  by  tho  n* 
venue  officers  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
any  such  spirit  would  operate  asan additional 
precaution.    As  it  was  not  intended  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  dis- 
cuss this  question    to-night,  he   did   not 
feel  it  necessary  to  make  any  further  ob- 
servations.   All  that  he  was  anxious  to  do 
was  to  state  generally  the   grounds  upon 
which  he  made  this  prcmosition  :    a  pro> 
position  which  he  sincerely  believed,  unless 
some    strong  reason   were   assigned,   and 
some  proof  given  on  the  part  of  the  West* 
India  interest,    that   its  adoption  would 
inflict   a  fatal   blow   upon  them,   oughl» 
upon    the  ocdinary  principles   of  jusliee, 
and  of  sound  commercial  policy,  to  be  ao» 
sented  to  by    the    House.     The  burden 
of  proof  against  its  adoption,   nosl  car* 
tainly  rested  with  those  who  oppoied  iU 
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As  he  was  not  aware  of  what  the  nature 
of  that  proof  could  be^  he  must  delay 
any  further  observations  until  he  had  heard 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  more  es- 
pecially advocated]  the  West- India  inter- 
est, the  grounds  why  they  were  adverse  to 
the  alteration  proposed.  He  could  assure 
them,  that  if  he  felt  he  was,  by  the  course 
he  was  now  taking,  inflicting  an  injury 
upon  the  West. India  colonists^  no  one  would 
be  more  unwilling  to  bring  it  forward  than 
he  waa^  but  he  was  now  anxious^  that 
the  House  should  adopt  it,  seeing,  as  he 
didy  that  there  was  growing  in  the  East 
Indies  a  feeling  of  discontent  with  this  coun- 
try^ which  be  must  admit,  looking  at  past 
legislation^  was  not  wholly  without  ground. 
He  was  satisfied  there  was  a  public  opin- 
ion forming  itself  even  among  the  native 
population  of  that  country,  which,  if  they 
cultivated  and  did  justice  to,  would  prove 
a  strong  link  between  it  and  the  British 
nation;  but  whieh,  if  neglected  and  des. 
pised,  would  assuredly  lead  to  the  roost 
disastrous  results.  His  firm  conviction 
was,  that  they  should  cordiaAy*  voluntarily, 
and  at  once,  without  waiting  for  solici- 
tations or  petitions  from  any  quarter, 
show  that  whatever  they  could  do  with 
jttstioe  to  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
enipirey  to  reduce  any  inequalities  and 
redress  any  grievsnces  they  might  perceive 
to  exist*  as  affecting  the  interests  and 
well-being  of  the  Indian  population  un- 
der  British  sway,  it  was  their  pleasure 
and  their  delight  to  accomplish.  It  was 
not  because  there  were  not  so  many  Gen- 
tlemen flitting  in  that  House  connected 
with  the  East  Indies  as  were  connected 
with  othex  parts  of  the  British  empire, 
that,  therefore^  that  House  would  so  far 
desert  its  duty>  as  not  to  take  as  deep  an 
interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  feelings 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  East  Indies,  as  it 
would  in  the  interests  of  any  other  of  the 
British  dominions.  It  was  on  this  account 
iqfinitelv  more  than  on  account  of  the  real 
value  of  the  present  question  itself,  that 
he  should  feel  extremely  sorry  to  see  the 
House  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  a  proposal  which, 
he  was  satisfied,  without  inflicting  any 
injury  whatever  on  the  West-India  co- 
Icmists,  would  give  great  satisfaction  to 
our  fellow  subjects  in  the  East.  There 
were  other  questions  connected  with  the 
petitions  to  which  he  had  adverted,  upon 
which  there  might  be  other  opportunities, 
in  the  course  of  the  Session  for  him  to  ex- 
press his  opinion.  Some  demands  had  been 
made  by  the  East  Indies,  which  manifestly 


involved  questions  of  revenue,  he  meant 
the  duty  upon  spices  and  sUks  and  so  fofth ; 
but  he  did  not  feel  that  this  would  be  the 
proper  moment  to  express  any  opinion  upon 
such  topics.  There  was  one  subject,  how- 
ever, which,  as  it  could  not  be  brought 
before  the  House  as  a  legislative  measure^ 
depending,  as  it  did,  upon  the  exercise  pf 
the  Queen's  prerogative,  he  might,  perhims 
be  permitted  to  take  this  opportunity  briery 
to  advert  to  it.  The  directors  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  feeling  that  the  trade  bo- 
tween  the  East  Indies  and  the  great  colo- 
nies of  Ceylon  and  Australia,  was  checked, 
and  almost  destroyed,  by  the  discriminating 
duties  imposed  upon  the  produce  of  the 
East  Indies  and  the  produce  and  manufiic- 
tures  of  Great  Britain  and  other  Britisli 
dependencies,  had  called  for  redress,  those 
duties  operating  prejudicially  to  the  East 
Indies.  The  question  was  brought  before 
the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
that  Committee  had  recommended  that 
these  duties  should  at  once  be  equalised. 
He  must  say,  that  if  ever  a  real  grievanee 
were  brought  under  the  notioe  of  Parlia- 
ment, this  was  one.  Was  it  to  be  tolerated, 
that  the  trade  of  the  East  Indies,  with 
some  of  the  nearest  British  colonies,  sock 
as  Ceylon  and  Australia,  was  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  this  narrow  and  jealous  policj 
of  the  mother  country  }  Was  so  valuable 
a  trade  to  be  crushed  by  a  system  having 
no  just  foundation  ?  Was  it  not  a  measure 
of  the  most  obvious  policy  and  justice,  both 
as  it  regarded  Ceylon  and  Australia,  as 
well  as  the  East  Indies,  that  this  state  of 
things  should  be  put  an  end  to  ?  He  was 
therefore,  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  her  Miyesty's  Govern-* 
ment,  by  an  Order  in  Council » to  do  away 
with  these  discriminating^  duties,  and  to 
place  the  dnty  upon  British  produce  and 
manufactures  and  the  duty  upon  East-India 
produce  and  manufactures  on  the  same 
footing.  The  only  cause  of  delay  in  issu- 
ing this  order,  had  been  the  necessity  of 
making  some  sdterations  in  the  system  «x«» 
isting  in  Ceylon.  As  soon  as  t^e  duti^ 
imposed  in  Ceylon  were  regulated,  her 
Majesty's  Government  were  perfectly  wil- 
ling to  concede  that  the  markets  of  Ceylon 
and  Australia  should  be  thrown  open  to 
the  produce  of  the  East  Indies,  just  as  they 
were  open  to  the  produce  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  other  dependencies.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  concluded  by  moving, 
that  the  House  should,  on  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee,  to  consider 
so  much  of  the  Customs  Duties  Act  (3  and 
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4  Will.  4)  as  relates  to  the  duties  on  rum 
and  rum  shrubs  the  produce  of  any  British 
possession  and  within  the  limits  of  the  East- 
India  Company's  charter. 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Mr.  Ewart  would  not  go  into  this  sub- 
ject at  any  length,  partly  because  his 
right  hon.  Friend  had  deprecated  discus- 
sion on  that  occasion,  and  partly  because 
there  was  a  question  pending  before  the 
House  that  evening  which  might  possibly 
disincline  many  hon.  Members  from  giv- 
ing that  attention  to  a  commercial  sub- 
ject, which  it  was  so  well  qualified  to 
command.  But  he  must  express  his  re- 
gret at  the  mode  of  supporting  his  motion 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  He  thought  it  quite  unneces- 
sary upon  a  measure  founded  on  the 
strictest  justice  to  argue  the  question  as 
one  which  might  possibly  affect  the  West- 
Indian  body,  or  weaken  a  monopoly  which 
had  been  so  long  maintained.  The  ques- 
tion was  one  of  justice,  it  was  not  to  be 
narrowed  and  circumscribed  into  a  West- 
Indian  question,  or  a  question  of  any  mo- 
nopoly whatever.  He  also  regretted,  that 
Che  hon.  Gentleman  had  not  made  his 
motion  more  extensive,  and  taken  in  a 
greater  range  of  commerce.  The  report 
to  which  the  ri»ht  hon.  Gentleman  had 
alluded,  opened  to  him  a  wider  field  than 
the  one  over  which  he  had  expatiated. 
There  was  the  question  of  extending  the 
commerce  in  sugar,  which  now  came  al- 
most exclusively  from  Bengal,  then  was 
the  question  of  allowing  produce  growers, 
in  many  of  our  East  Indian  possessions, 
to  be  placed  on  the  same  level  with  the 
produce  of  Bengal.  The  Mysore,  too, 
ought  to  be  placed  upon  the  same  foot* 
ing.  Tliose  questions  might  all  have  been 
referred  to.  He  would,  however,  reserve 
any  further  observations  which  he  might 
have  to  make  upon  this  subject,  until  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill.  For  the  pre. 
sent  he  would  content  himself  with  depre* 
cttiog  the  course  of  narrowing  this  into 
a  mere  West- Indian  question,  and  en- 
treating the  House,  when  the  subject  came 
ania  before  them,  to  make  the  measure 
of  relief  as  large  and  comprehensive  as 
the  case  required.  The  subject  was  one 
of  TUi  importance,  not  only  to  the  East 
Indies,  but  to  Great  Britain  herself,  and 
to  the  commerce  which  bound  the  two 
Goanlries  together. 

^Mr.  Qoulium  had  been  taken  by  sur- 
prin  by  the  motion.    The  report  of  the 


House  of  Lords  was  laid  on  the  table  l«ft 
Session,  and  yet  not  a  syllable  had  pro- 
ceeded from  the  committee  of  the  Housp 
of  Commons  in  derogation  of  the  opinion 
which  the  House  of  Lords  had  expi^rssed. 
It  was  impossible  for  the  public  to  imagine 
that  the  first  suhjedt  to  which  the  pefitioQ 
of  the  East-India  Company  had  referencet 
was  that  which  the  committee  of  ibe 
House  of  Lords  had  declared  to  be,  and 
which  it  was  expedient  at  the  lime  to 
adopt.  He  said,  that  those  extensive  in* 
terests  which  were  concerned  in  the  agita- 
tion of  this  question,  interests  more  ex* 
tensive  than  those  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  adverted  to,  must  be  taken 
by  surprise,  and  he  preferred  waiting  the 
time  when  some  substantive  step  was  to  be 
taken.  All  he  would  say,  on  the  present 
occasion,  was  this,  that  it  was  at  the  pre* 
sent  moment  of  the  greatest  possible  ins* 
portance— important  as  affecting  the  feel* 
ings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  £ast  Indies 
— important  as  affecting  the  interests  of 
the  VVest-Indian  colonies,  and  important 
as  being  calculated  to  affect  the  great 
work  which  was  there  being  carried  into 
effect.  At  present  they  were  embariied 
in  the  discussion  of  this  qnestioo^  in  the 
absence  of  that  complete  preparation  on 
the  part  of  those  who  were  disposed  to 
join  in  it  which  he  thought  absolutely  es* 
sential. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  surprised  at  what  had 
been  brought  forward,  he  was  taken  by 
surprise,  not  because  the  proposition  was 
so  extensive  and  vast,  but  because  it  was 
so  trifling.  As  far  as  it  went  he  perfectly 
accorded  with  the  measure,  bat  it  was 
only  one  act  of  justice  when  manj  were 
required.  Not  only  the  interests  of  India 
but  the  best  resources  of  England  had 
been  injured  by  the  restrictions  which  bad 
been  suffered  to  remain  so  long  upon  com* 
merce«  The  vast  powers  of  India  to  pro* 
mote  commerce,  and  to  increase  wealth, 
we  by  our  legislation  had  actaally  limited 
and  prevented.  India  had  not  had  fair 
play,  on  the  contrary,  she  bad  been 
cramped  and  confined  in  the  exercise  of 
those  ample  powers  which  she  naturally 
possessed  for  the  extension  of  her  com- 
merce. The  revenue  of  India  had  con* 
sequenily  suffered  to  so  great  a  degree, 
that  it  was  scarcely  able  to  meet  its  iu« 
creased  expenditure*  If  England  bad 
been  benefitted,  it  might  be  soma  tzcusa 
for  this  state  of  things,  bot  England  bad 


317 


East  and  Weii 


(Feb.  3} 


India  Rum. 


218 


herself  been  a  loser  by  these  restrictions 
He  had  therefore  expected,  that  the  ligh. 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  brought  for- 
ward a  much  more  extensive  measure  than 
was  before  the  House.  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  would  find  as  much  opposition 
to  this  paltry  and  trifling  amendment  as 
if  he  had  brought  the  whole  question  be- 
fore the  House.  The  time  was  come  when 
all  legislation  in  relation  to  our  commerce 
must  be  reconsidered.  He  would  only  at 
present  enter  his  protest  against  this  paltry 
way  of  dealing  with  the  subject,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  Government  would  think 
it  right  to  adopt  a  larger  measure,  more 
suitable  to  the  requirements  of  the  coun- 
trjy  and  to  the  present  state  of  India. 

Mr.  Hogg  would  not  have  risen,  had  it 
not  been  fo  remove  an  impression  which 
the  observJBitions  of  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Cambridge  were  calculated  to  produce. 
He  had  adverted  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
had  stated  that  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Commons  abstained 
from  expressing  an  opinion  coinciding  with 
the  Lords.  Such  a  statement  might  in- 
duce the  House  to  suppose,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  had 
taken  into  consideration  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  report,  and  had  determined  to 
make  no  report,  because  they  were  unable 
to  coincide  with  the  Lords.  He  begged  to 
inform  the  House,  that  the  subject  matter 
of  the  report  was  never  once  discussed  in 
the  committee.  The  committee  was  con- 
verted into  a  regular  West- Indian  com- 
mittee, and  when  he  argued  the  question 
of  the  report,  he  was  met  by  this  observa- 
tion,— *•  How  can  you  report  ?  You  have 
not  heard  half  the  evidence.  We  have 
witnesses  on  every  subject — witnesses  from 
every  West-India  island."  He  was  help- 
less. Therefore  the  committee  unfortu- 
nately arose  without  making  a  report, 
because,  up  to  the  latest  hour,  they  were 
so  assailed  by  witnesses,  that  it  was  in 
vain  to  make  a  report.  He  would  make 
one  other  obsejvation  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  measure.  As  far  as  he  was  able  to 
comprehend  the  feelings  of  those  con- 
nected with  the  West  Indies,  he  was  bound 
to  say,  that  the  bill  would  be  hailed  with 
pleasure,  and  received  with  the  deepest 
gratitude.  A  more  extensive  measure 
might  have  been,  and  he  hoped  would  ere 
long  be  introduced,  but  the  great  and 
erying  grievance,  as  affecting  India,  and 
tlie  consumer,  was  the  question  of  rum. 


Sir  J.  C  Hobhouse  expressed  his  hope» 
that  those  Gentlemen  who  thought  this  a 
good  measure,  although  it  did  not  ^o  far 
enough,  still  would  support  Miniatera  m 
this  good  measure.  They  would  bear  in 
mind  the  difficulties  with  which  Ministers 
had  to  contend— the  opposition  of  a  for- 
midable and  intelligent  body.  He  must 
remind  them,  that  they  had  gone  further 
in  practice  than  the  House  of  Lords  had 
recommended,  although  not  in  principle, 
as  his  hon.  Friend  very  propeily  explained. 
As  far  as  the  principle  went,  they  recom- 
mended this  change,  and  they  said  in 
their  report,  which  was  drawn  with  consi- 
derable care  and  dexterity,  that  the  only 
objection  which  they  made  to  the  change 
was,  that  the  West  Indies  were  in  a  state 
of  transition,  which  induced  them  not 
to  recommend  an  immediate  alteration. 
W^hen  the  discussion  should  come  oh 
eveiy  one  conuocied  with  the  East  Indies 
would  be  prepared  to  show  that  ihisargUr 
ment  would  not  apply,  for  there  was  also 
a  transition  going  on  in  the  East  Indies. 
As  to  Ceylon  and  Australia,  Ministers 
would  be  prepued  to  recommend,  by  an 
order  in  council,  that  the  alteration  should 
be  made.  Considering  all  the  difficulties 
with  which  they  had  had  to  contend,  they 
had  not  forgotten  their  duty.  The  House 
of  Commons  would  show,  that  they  weri^ 
thinking,  not  of  the  West  Indies  or  the 
East  Indies,  but  of  what  they  owed  to  the 
community  at  large ;  the  time  was  past 
and  gone  by  when  any  of  the  old  fallacies 
would  have  an  effect  on  the  House. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  that  he  was  not 
going  to  infringe  what  seemed  to  be  the 
tacit  agreement,  nor  to  discuss  anything 
which  would  lead  to  contention,  but  on 
Monday  next  he  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  the  subject  of  pre- 
venting East- India  rum  being  slave  pro- 
duce, and  also  to  the  gross  neglect  of  the 
East-India  Company  in  following  up  th6 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  in  violation  of  that 
act,  not  producing  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  mitigation  of  slavery.  On  gene, 
ral  grounds  he,  of  course,  approved  of  the 
Government  measure. 

Mr.  Goulburn  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  proposed  to  put  East -India 
articles  on  a  footing  with  West-India  ar- 
ticles, to  which,  of  course,  he  supposed 
nobody  would  object,  but  did  he  propose 
to  put  the  produce  of  the  West  Indies  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  produce  of  the 
East  Indies,  in  those  colonies  in  which  ao 
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tdrantage  was  ^ven  to  the  produce  of  the  |  and  he  would  ^  farther  than  his  right 
East  lodiesoTerthoseof  the  West  Indies?    hon.  Friend,  and  say,  give  justice  to  the 
'-     -  '      •  ...  £^^^   Indies  not  onlj  in  the  articles  of 

sa^r  and  of  ram>  but  in  erenr  other  pro* 
duction.  He  would  more  for  some  papen. 
and  en  them  he  would  be  prepared  to 
ground  a  moiiou  for  the  total  abolition  of 
slaverv. 


Mr.  Labouckere  was  understood  to  say. 
••  Certainly,  if  the  rijjht  l:«^n.  Gentleman 
referred  to  Canada.** 

Dr.  Lnshingtofi  «]uite  aj;rccd  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oablin  as  to  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  o\cludi"j  from  the  equaU 
isatioa  auT  pnMnce  which  roiglit  be  the 
prtxluoc  0^  sStv  Unil.     Not  only  d;J  he 


Mr!  BrcckUhurst  stated,  that  the  boo. 
Member  for  Beverley  had  assigned ,  as  a 


ivnctir  I II  that  •'pintoii.  b'lt  he  must  siy. ;  r;fison  why  the  committee  had  made  no 
thjt  he  ^Tcnt  further:  bccuis^.  attjclu'j  |  ri?port.  the  apprehension  of  a  still  further 
at  \w  WAS  t'^  t^v  fnfit  ppvK'u'k's  cf  :^e  mjs-i  cf  XVeit-InJia  eridencc.  Now,  ac- 
woti.Mi  of  h.-%  rv;hK  hon.  f  :!«•«!  :ho  r -f- J  c-^rJi:--  to  h:i  r^ollection,  it  arose  from 
vde"f   *}f  tlw    Tvaci   cf    r'.i»ic.   yc:   he    t!-.  *  lire n«2ss  of  the  Sessioa,  and  a  number 


(i<ij>(t:i  ptviiuOi  t.»  l^k»  i*i  uvii  y,;cii  llw 
M««;  ivvc";  w'^'«  •.■*^^  jivit  ICC  »'«'  ::k' 
\V»:«i  (iitiir'c.  it;?!t-i«  t'w  wiicic  *v<v.Mii  ci' 

4ilV|^vi!t«:i  tf\'.iii|£Ui!»iW\i.  !'•  WJH  :icC  e\- 
Viii^Mi-^li^i  '^l  W'i«  tio{.  «;\"i*,MU'ii  --•I  C\*ll- 
titlUwtl  iv*  :(l*iiif.xll.    -tx^i    v*4i  V  -LH  .1  JctnC:(«:C 


icunJc'.).  no(  one  witness  connected  with 
iKos^'  1  IT itf rests  appeared  to  have  been  ex* 
a:ti.iicd.  Sti!!.  however,  he  had  no  fear 
>(ic  ilia:  vlue  protection  would  be  afforded 
10  Liiciu  la  :ae  coadict  going  on  betwixt 
l\A.<c  XAd  \V<:^c  InJia  points  at  isaue. 
>lci:ca  i^reeJ  to. 

K'--«i*»-r\t:'^x  or  V»^TEms  ix  iRELAim.! 
li*rvl   S.-.ttr/    >a:d.    in  bringing   forwara 


^v.«  ^t>  IV  i'tai  >ci«  'wm:       ti  ISJt'  !\  s 

u%*{^u    bStctKi     l^»«*i     k»Ioii*;i^.    when     iic  -  —   c— n    

t^yii^.ii  iU  I'w  l>.:i  ic^fvxiii^  lUc  0«i^  •l^*'*  vrv'^'ns  luotioa,  1  feel  myself  relieved 
IMiiJ^  ^h.%iic*.  .iLAKiucvJ  .1  s^iuac  i.«m.  •*5^'««  =^^'  ncwssity  of  tiesposung  oa  the 
i.u^'  iii  a4.J  iv»  lit  *:a^c*v  :.•  ilic  b:a*c  «-«^'  *"*J  itrentii-n  of  the  House  at  my 
lijiu^,  4uJ  ih4i  wi.i...w  iM«cvl  ihtf  »ou»*,  lv-"3Cth.  Svaiix:  the  subject  is  not  only  not 
hu  ti^i.c*v..l.  *..ih^iit  I  V -iic  .r^wn.cat.  !  **^'^-  ^"^^^  *  *«  *^«»«1  somewhat  too  fsini. 
Nv>»  «%M  ii  ihcii  r»4inr>,  ...  i4ih!t  .»cipr  I  i»*f  l^^th  wiihin  nnd  without  these  wmlla, 
iuiucA  ujKui .  ilw  .«.Mi  ..i.ui.-nf  itu-u  ,svi.  =  J"'^  bivauv  I  cannot  bcliete  that  the 
i^^i^A  y,,\U  ^^.  ,.,N.vt  *..-.>.  con.ulto.l.  1  "*'"*''  ^V".  *•*  *^^  P"^^*  ^«««»  «f"« 
uj  ir..^  u,.l.*.  I  .Mxt  *,,  . .  .Mmc.l  ihM  II  ;  '"^  P«^niu«i.m  to  introduce  a  bill  founded 
...ul.l  1.0  i....,-.^:.  t,K-.  il.nrMn.  iho  |  "1^*"  *^»^;  "'"'^  principle,  and  following 
U .,  :...,. J        U  «  .*  i..ir  ih.i  ih^    WTV  mm  hihiwnicpmvuimis  as  that  which. 


4 


^ Ii4«ii^  ««%i  >  %itivJ        \\  vk.\\  iiiir  ihtii  the  I 


without  ilivlMon,  I  was  allowed   to  intro- 


ti      »  .    I     .  .1         I    I       .    I  IV II  noil 

^mJ«  Ui>v>«^  tt  O.I  I,  b't  n)<*\  uitl  not  ilo  so  ;  ,        ,  i  •  •     t     •      i    i 

...  .1.1         .'         iluiv  ia.<i  vrnr ;  which  obtained  the  support 

-^*       ^    >     *  .        Ill  u  mii)oritv  on  the  scconil  reaumg,  which 


iU'^y  oiiUn^o  «Mt  lh«*  Mib)rrl.  It  w.is  hin 
tulMUtuMi  to  tiik  th«i  ii^lti  hon.  PicA:ilonl 
^i|'  Uk-  |t.«4u)  vl  t'oiiliol  (o  piodiico  all  ihc 
|t-i|ii'i«   i>it  \ho  ■libjri  I   in  oiiirr  to  know 


WAS  much  ilijicuaicd  in  its  various  stages, 
and  which  I  am  almost  warranted  in  saying, 
hut  for  the  Iii|iSi*  of  linie  and  delay,  would 
si  lhi«  monii-nt  have  be«n  the  law  of  the 


VUUl     aU-ln     llir     tMinp.|it\     li  (i|     l.lklMI     \\\      •    .    I  I     I    .11  •!.         t*  ^  X    '    a  •     1 

•  .     '       .  .1    .  II  '  laiul.     I  »haU  thoivlore  vol V  briefly  remind 


l'4U\    i>ul   itii'.  liilflKiolt*  ti|'   tlnil    lliMUi'.  Ol 
Vlhi'-llikii  llt.-^   h.iil  iloiK'  «iiM)iiii(*  iillri  oh 

Itiiuiuy;  «i  lull  Ibiiiit^liilijv  ol'  ilu'  |»ioci-itl- 

lu4«    hit    thill  ll«iu»k'.        ILt    l)ioMi;hl     llu' 

lluU»k:    \%oi»M  II.  ^.  I    ioinritl    lo    ■ii)o\«,    m 

\\i\i  \'M^-   ol    1(11  Its  IHOfI  !io)i-|it||  Jv«  l.llitllOIIS 

Ujiou    tlu:    •ul'jkil    ol    •liwty        ii     it.'\fi 


iho  IIoum-  v(  the  main  |truvi^io:lS  of  tlic 
m.-uMiiv  by  «%hi«-h  I  s^tught  to  currct't  cer- 
uiti  aliUM'i.  It  i»  not  iii>.vssjrv  fur  me  now 
to  ait;iu'  tlii'in,  Imv.iuhi'  they  h.ive  been  od- 
iiiiiu  «i  oil  till  haiitU  —  Ikcuim?  111!  parties  uf 
•ill  |H)liiual  o|iiiiion»  coiisiili'rctl  it  iwitossi* 

egords 


>u>uU  allo»v  111..-..  |...,.,  i,.l.,  to  W  111  at  j  hcl.iiiil,  Oi-iiM  r^  m.i.u  a^  the v ore.  'ITHrrr 
u^.u^hl  Uk  oui  I  Hi.  Ill  il  >.iiiiiu>ii*.  Ilr  '  ,MHis  a  muwrvil  an.l  uiuiiiiiums  beJiefaiid 
ttuul.l  .^),  iiul  ll«.  I  K^\  tiitli.i  oil  ih.  iOM*i.  ii."i.  iliat  ihi  aba^s  ftiaU'd  over  ami 
i»4iiii  lu..in»j;  II. ih  tliw  \>  t  \  tit. lit  1  III  !«•  ^m,  .1^11,1  I,,  haw  ariM.ii  out  of  the  ngis. 
»|'i*  I  i^i  .1  iwi^      I.I»Iiwm1».  «  \(ii|>iu«l,  ,  U.I I    Ii^-.    Ill    luLiiul.    an*   jjnit    and 
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notorious ;  in  fact^  that  tbey  have  become 
ao  iotoleraUe,  that  remedy  and  regulation 
are  indiiq>eniable.  The  first  point  to  which 
the  provisiont  of  the  bill  of  last  Session, 
which  in  a  great  measure  obtained  the 
sanction  of  the  House,  were  directed,  was 
to  abolish  altogether  certificates  as  evidence 
of  the  right  of  voting.  It  was  considered, 
that  the  system  of  certificates  was  itself  a 
fertile  source  of  abuse,  and  of  the  main 
evils  connected  with  registration.  I  pro- 
posed in  lieu  of  it  no  new  and  untried 
plan,  but  to  transfer  to  Ireland  the  mode 
adopted  in  England,  by  making  the  right 
of  voting  depend  upon  an  annual  registra- 
tion. The  lists,  we  know,  are  here  made 
out  by  certain  specified  officers,  and  they 
are  revised  by  barristers,  and  having  been  so 
revised  are  taken  as  evidence  beyond  dis- 
pute of  the  right  of  the  individual  claiming. 
I  then  proposed  to  introduce  into  Ireland  an- 
other portion  of  the  English  system.  It  was, 
as  in  English  counties,  that  any  person  seek* 
ing  to  obtain  the  elective  frandiise  should 
give  a  oertun  notice — neither  longer  nor 
shorter  than  in  England,  and  with  the 
same  degree  of  publicity.  The  simple  rea- 
son for  this  was,  that  objectors,  if  they 
thought  £t»  might  come  forward  to  resist 
the  demand  of  any  party  claiming  to  be 
reguttered.  I  sought  also,  that  the  regis- 
tration shdold  not,  as  now,  be  confined  to 
what  are  called  quarter-session  towns,  nor 
earned  on  at  quarter-sessions,  but  that  the 
r^istration  should  be  annual,  as  with  us, 
aid  not  form  a  portion  of  the  business  of 
the  quarter-sessions.  It  was  not  to  be 
carried  on  before  the  barristers  who  now 
preside  in  those  courts,  but  was  to  form  the 
business  of  a  separate  circuit.  I  did  not 
intend  to  alter  the  authority,  but  to  change 
the  time,  and  to  afford  greater  facilities  to 
all  parties,  by  including  m  the  circuits,  not 
only  quarter-session  towns,  but  others, 
and  certain  assigned  districts,  according 
to  the  discretion  of  the  barristers.  But 
there  Was  also  another  portion  of  the 
bQl  I  brought  forward.  Conceding,  as  I 
am  willing  to  do,  to  the  assistant  barristers 
of  Ireland,  all  competence  to  discharge 
their  duties,  I  felt  it  utterly  impossible  that 
the  decision  of  any  one  individual,  however 
learned  and  conscientious,  ought  to  be  final 
in  determining  the  right  of  an  individual  to 
exerdse  the  elective  franchise.  What  was 
the  remedy  I  suggested  ?  The  assistant 
barrister  now  places  on  the  register  the 
name  of  any  person  having  the  right  to 
vole ;  and  supposing  he  has  been  in  error, 
the  sole  remedy  now  is  most  inconvenient. 


expensive,  uncertain— that  onivenaUy  do* 
precated  remedy,  a  Committee  of  the  Houae 
of  Commons,  and  then  only  in  case  of  a 
petition  after  a  contested  election.  I  believe, 
that  on  every  side  it  was  considered  dedrtt* 
ble  to  withdraw  this  highly  objectionmble 
remedy.  But  if  you  withdraw  this,  the 
only  existing  appeal,  it  follows  almost  as  a 
matter  of  course  that  you  must  substitute 
some  other  more  proper,  more  impartial^ 
more  learned  and  more  certain  tribunal  by 
which  a  remedy  can  be  immediately  applied, 
which  would  not  be  costly,  and  which 
would  not  compel  the  parties  to  wait  until 
the  occurrence  of  a  contested  election.  I 
take  it  to  be  universally  admitt^,  that 
some  appeal  from  the  assistant-bairisters 
ought  to  exist.  I  found  a  provision  in  the 
law,  that  in  case  of  rejection,  the  party  re- 
jected might  go  before  a  jodse  of  assise; 
and  when  this  question  was  discussed  laA 
year,  many  arguments  were  used,  to  Some 
of  which  I  was  not  insensible,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  inconvenience  and  expense  to 
parties  in  going  before  a  judge  of  aaiiae. 
With  a  view  to  these  arguments,  I  anxi- 
ously endeavoured  to  fold  some  court 
equally  learned,  equally  impartial^  equally 
free  fh>m  suspicion,  which  at  the  same  time 
would  afibrd  a  cheaper  remedy  ;  but  I  con- 
fess that  my  search  was  vain.  I  have  heatd 
no  suggestion  of  any  court  to  be  subitf- 
tuted  tor  that  of  the  Judge  of  assise,  whidi 
combined  advantages  to  an  equal  extent, 
and  free  ftom  as  many  inconveniences. 
Therefore  I  still  propose  that  the  appeal 
should  be  to  the  judge  of  assise;  but  that 
that  appeal,  instead  of  being  one-sided  only 
in  cases  of  rejection,  should  be  extended 
also  to  cases  of  admission.  But  in  taking 
this  course,  I  am  anxious  to  afibrd  some 
protection  against  vexatious  appeals;  and 
I  know  of  no  other  mode  of  giving  proteo* 
tion  but  by  enabling  the  judge  of  assise  to 
use  his  discretion  in  imposing  limited  costs 
in  the  event  of  an  appeal  on  either  side 
being  found  vexatious  and  void  of  any  solid 
foundation.  A  serious  objection  was  taken, 
that  a  person  claiming  the  franchise  oueht 
not  to  be  saddled  wim  costs;  but  I  confess 
I  could  see  no  valid  ground  for  that  ob- 
jection. The  two  parties,  the  claimant  and 
the  objector,  are  both  discharging  a  public 
duty:  one  insists  upon  his  title  to  the 
franchise,  and  the  other  comes  forward  on 
behalf  of  the  public  to  prevent  a  legitimate 
claimant  of  that  right  from  being  deprived 
of  his  right.  I  see  no  reason  why  one  side 
should  be  favoured  more  than  the  other^ 
and  I  feel  it  necessary  that  the  check  arising 
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dKmU  be  applied  equally  to 
die  dauDtnt  and  to  the  objector.  But  I 
W«»ainiek  witb  one  point,  which,  however, 
kftl  not  eicAped  mj  notice  when  I  origi- 


beral^that  they  profess  ttrong  Tory  doc* 
trioes,  because  having  oiven  tome  of  their 
name*,  the  House  wm  be  aware  that  such 
is  not  the  fact     They  state  in  their  report 


Bally  intniduced  the  bill.     It  was  alleged  ;  that  they  are  in  favour  of  an  indefinite-ex* 


that  it  was  extremely  hard  that  a  person 
who  had  obtained  the  sanction  of  the 
MsCant  barrister  for  his  right  to  vote, 
should  afterwards  be  subject  to  costs,  be- 
eanse  he  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  bar- 
rister. The  answer  which  occurred  to  my 
mind  was,    that  costs    were  only   to  be 


tension  of  the  franchise — that  they  are  for 
vote  by  ballot,  and  for  shortening  the  dura- 
tion of  Parliaments ;  therefore,  on  points  on 
which  I  have  the  good  fortune  of  their  con- 
currence, it  cannot  be  urged  as  a  ground  of 
objection  that  they  are  in  favour  of  an  illi- 
l)eral  policy.     What,  then,  are  the  points  on 


a%ranled  by  the  judge  when  it  appeared  i  which  we  concur,  and  what  those  upon 
that  the  case  was  frivolous  and  vexatious.  |  which  we  differ  ?  Here  let  me  obser\'e  tliat 
No  judge  would  give  costs  against  a  claimant  '  I  am  anxious  to  avoid  all  irritating  topics 
or  an  objector,  if  he  came  forward  not  only  t  — that  I  am  most  desirous  of  excluding 
with  a  plausible,  but  a  substantial  ground  ;  angry  feelings  from  the  discussion  of  thu 
for  overthrowing  or  affirming  the  previous  '  question,  but  I  am  desirous  also  of  showing 
dedaon ;  but  that  there  may  be  no  diffi-    and  proving   that  on  the  main   grounds 


cuhy  on  the  subject,  1  am  perfectly  pre> 
pared,  in  the  bill  I  wish  to  introduce,  to 
place  aome  limitation  on  the  subject  of 
coats,  and  that  limitation  is,  that  the  party 
who  comes  forward  to  support  the  decision 
of  the  court  below  shall  not  be  liable  to 
ooata  in  an  appeal  to  the  judge  of  assize. 
If  that  alteration  seems  to  remove  anv 
sroand  for  complaining  of  hardship,  I  shall 
be  very  ready  to  introduce  such  a  provision. 
We  must  remember  that  we  do  not  now 
itand  on  precisely  the  same  footing  as  last 
year,  and  l  must  be  permitted  to  direct  ihc 
attention  of  the  FIousc  to  a  society  formed 
rfnoe  the  conclusion  of  the  Session.  It  in- 
cludes among  its  members  a  great  number 
of  names  of  persons  for  whom  I  entertain  a 
sanocre  respect,  and  for  some  of  whom 
I  feci  strong  regard.  I  iind  among 
them  Lord  Charlcmont,  Lord  Gosford, 
(the  noble  Mover  of  the  Address 
on  the  first  day  of  our  meeting),  the  hou. 


which  were  last  year  made  the  foundation 
of  imputation  and  personal  acrimony 
against  me,  I  have,  without  exception,  the 
concurrence  of  the  Liberal  Arsociation  of 
Ulster.  My  first  proposal  was  to  abolish 
certificates,  and  the  Liberal  Association  of 
Ulster  express  their  decided  conviction  that 
certificates  ( ught  to  be  abolished.  I  pro- 
posed that  the  registration  should  be  su|ier- 
intcnded  by  the  assistant-barristers,  and 
they  recommend  that  precisely  that 
course  should  be  adopted.  I  proposed  that 
in  all  cases  of  claim  notice  should  be  given, 
and  notice  having  been  given,  that  tlie  party 
should,  by  himself  or  by  other  evidence, 
substantiate  his  right  to  vote.  The  Liberal 
Associatiim   of  Ulster  prefers  the  system 

Iiursued  in  English  counties  requiring  pub- 
ic notice  to  be  given ;  that  body  also  pre- 
fers that  the  claimant,  before  he  is  placed 
on  the  re<;ister,  should  appear,  and,  oy  his 
own  or  other  evidence,  establish  his  claim 


Member  for  Armagh,  Lord  Clements,  Mr.  i  to  exercise  the  franchise.     I  shall  take  the 
Sharman  Cniwford,  and  many  other  gen-  <  liberty  of  quoting  one  or  two  paragraphs 


flemen,  of  whom  I  can  only  speak  with  re- 
spect    That   society  was  formed  for  ihe 


from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
Libenil  Association  of  LUster,  beaiusc  they 


purpose  of  entering  into  the  details  of  the  are  strong  in  favour  of  the  plan  I  rccom- 
reffistration  question,  for  the  purpasc  of  mend.  It  was  pre)>arcd  with  much  care 
aifting  it  to  the  bottom,  establishing  grounds  and  diligence,  and  it  was  read  to  the  general 
of  ol^ection,  if  they  could  be  found,  to  my  coniniit^cc  on  the  19ih  and  20th  of  Novem- 
biU,  and  of  supporting  the  %icws  of  Cm^  '  her,  1840,  Lord  Gosford  in  the  chair.  The 
vemment  on  the  subject  I  speak  of  the  !  whole  subject  is  there  considered  in  detail. 
Liberal  Association  of  Ulster,  warm  friends  '  and  the  re|M)rt  was  printed  a^  recommended 
of  the  present  Ministers,  while  at  the  same  by  the  committee.  I  think  no  point  was 
time  they  deprecate  the  agitation  of  the  ■  more  attacked  lost  year  than  that  of  the 

?uestion  of  the  repeal  of  the  union.  Where  |  double  appial  to  ihe  judges,  and  on  this 
diffi?r  from  them  I  wish  to  speak  of  their  \  subject  what  5tate  the  committee  of  the 
opinions  with  all  res|)cct,  and  where  I  agree  Liberal  .Association  of  L'lster  .^  The  com* 
with  them  I  hope  I  may  consider  them  '  mittcc  statetl  that  they  considered  it  objec- 
valuable  stipportcrs.  I  am  not  to  be  told  |  tionablc  in  the  first  instance  that  there 
that  these  are  men  who  are  extremely  illi-   should  be  no  means  of  appeal^  except  to  a 
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Goitamittee  6f  the  House  of  Commons. 
They  could  not  approve  of  the  English 
qr8tem»  which  gave  no  redress  either  to  the 
daimant,  or  the  objector^  against  the  erro- 
neous opinions  of  the  revising  barrister^  nor 
would  they  approve  of  the  Irish  system 
which  confined  the  right  of  appeal  to  the 
rejected  claimant.  Thev^  therefore^  recom- 
mended the  formation  of  a  court  of  appeal^ 
and  that  a  right  of  appeal  upon  points  of 
law  (matters  of  fact  being  determined) 
should  be  conferred  both  on  the  claimant 
and  on  the  objector ;  and  further,  that  the 
court  of  app^  should  be  so  constituted 
that' the  appellants  should  have  costs  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court.  Here,  then,  are 
three  of  the  main  provisions  of  my  bill  ap- 
proved of.  The  Ulster  Association  consider 
it  desirable  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  a  re- 
ference to  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  They  agree  that  no  amend- 
ment will  be  perfect  unless  an  appeal  tri- 
bunal be  constituted,  and  if  we  do  consti- 
tute an  appeal  tribunal,  they  state  that  it 
will  be  only  just  that  the  appeal  should  lie 
both  ways»  and  they  say  that  the  Irish 
system  is  objectionable,  because  the  right  of 
appeal  is  given  only  one  way,  and  that  the 
English  system  is  objectionable,  because  it 
gives  the  right  neither  one  way  nor  the 
other.'  I  have  thus  enumerated  the  points 
oh  which  I  agree  with  this  committee  out 
of  the  House.  We  agree  upon  the  aboli- 
tion of  certificates— we  agree  upon  the 
construction  of  the  court  of  registry  before 
the  assistant-barrister — we  agree  that  there 
should  be  an  appeal  from  the  decisions  of 
the  revising  barrister  to  an  appeal  tribunal, 
and  that  the  appeal  should  lie  both  ways  as 
a  matter  of  course.  We  have,  then,  to  all 
these  main  points  of  my  bill  the  assent  of 
the  Liberal  Association  of  the  province  of 
Ulster.  What  are  the  points  in  which  we 
dxSsT  ?  I  have  endeavoured  to  show  how 
much  our  ground  of  difference  has  been 
narrowed  in  the  present  Session.  I  hope 
that  these  differences  are  a  fair  matter  for 
calm  and  temperate  discussion,  and  I  tnist 
that  they  will  not  cause  the  imputation  to 
be  thrown  upon  me  that  I  am  secretly  and 
ooverely  destroying  the  franchise,  when  I 
am  only  desirous  of  providing  a  fair  and 
efficient  system  of  registration.  The  first 
point  of  difference  between  us  is,  whether 
the  registration  should  be  annual,  as  it  is 
in  Eilgland ;  or  quarterly,  as  it  is  in  Ire- 
land. Upon  this  point,  I  confess  that  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  have 
formed  a'  strong  opinion  that  an  annual  re. 
^stration  is  more  desirable,  and  I  therefore 
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propose  that  the  registration  should  be 
annual  and  not  quarterly.  I  do  not 
now  wish  to  argue  these  objections:  I 
only  wish  to  point  out  what  are  the 
topics  which  are  most  likely  to  be  dfe- 
cussed.  This  point,  however,  was  dis- 
cussed last  year.  I  do  not  now  stand  here 
as  the  representative  of  my  own  opinion 
alone  upon  the  question—- a  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commonsdurins  thelast  year  updn 
a  division  affirmed  the  opinion,  that  annual 
registration  was  preferable  to  quarterly. 
Now, with  regard  to  the  form  in  which  the 
notices  of  claim  should  be  given ;  very  much 
has  been  said  on  this  point.  I  have'  care« 
fully  looked  over  the  form,  and  1  have 
endeavoured,  as  far  as  I  could,' consistently 
with  the  ends  of  justice,  to  simplify  it. 
But  I  must  absolutely  require,  that  certain 
particulars  should  be  produced,  if  upon 
these  particulars  is  to  rest  the  ri^ht  of  a 
person  to  be  registered,  or  of  an  objecter  to 
insist  on  the  removal.  Then,  as  to  costs; 
it  is  proposed  by  the  Ulster  Association, 
that,  in  all  cases  costs  should  be  given 
wherever  the  decision  is  in  favour  of  the 
party  claiming  the  franchise;  it  is. not 
limited  to  objections  that  may  be  merely 
frivolous  or  vexatious,  but  if  an  objection 
fail,  however  well-founded  it  may  have 
been  thought  by  the  objector,  and  from 
whatever  cause  it  may  have  failed,  it  is  to 
be  the  imperative  duty  of  the  magistrate  to 
give  the  claimant  pecuniary  costs ;  not.  be- 
cause the  objection  is  frivolous  or  vexatious, 
but  because  it  turns  out  that  the  objector 
has  formed  an  erroneous  opinion  of  the  law. 
At  the  same  time,  however  frivolous  or  un- 
founded the  claim  may  be,  the  claimant 
may  give  notice  to  be  registered  either  at 
one  registration,  or  at  a  dozen ;  however 
frivolous  or  ridiculous  the  claim  may  be, 
the  claimant  is  not  to  be  visited  with  any 
of  the  costs  to  which  he  has  put  the  qb« 
jector,  who  has  been  obliged  to  appear  over 
and  over  again  to  prove  the  same  case,  al- 
though the  same  objector  is  to  be  saddled 
with  costs,  if  he  fail,  upon  any  single  occa- 
sion, to  sustain  his  proofs.  Now,  I  pro* 
posed  last  year  that  in  either  case-— and  my 
opinion  remains  unchanged — the  claimant 
or  the  objector  may  be  fined  in  costs,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  5/.,  or  not  exceed* 
ing  the  amount  that  either  party  may  be 
actually  put  to,  if  less  than  that  sum,  if  in 
the  opinion  of  the  judge  either  party  shall 
have  given  a  frivolous  or  vexatious  claim  or 
objection.  That  provision,  I  confess,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  more  fair  than  the  pro- 
posal of  the  Ulster  Association.  There  b 
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anptber  important  point  to  whicb,  as  it  was 
railed  last  year^  uid  as  it  caused  a  diTision, 
I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House, 
particularlj  as  in  regard  to  this,  as  upon  all 
others,  I  am  anxious  to  meet  the  views  and 
the  wishes  of  the  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Attorney-general  for  Ire- 
land ( Mr.  Pigot)  upon  the  very  first  clause 
of  the  hill,  moved  to  insert  certain  words, 
hy  way  of  an  amendment  to  the  clause. 
The  first  clause  declared,  that  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  November,  1B41,  no 
person  should  have  the  right  of  x'oting  for 
any  place  unless  registered  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  hill.  By  the  bill,  persons 
holding  certificates  under  the  present  law 
were  not  to  be  called  upon  again  to  appear 
and  substantiate  their  right,  but  they  might 
be  objected  to.  The  learned  Gentleman, 
the  Attorney-general,  thought  that  the 
object  of  this  provision,  the  protection  of 
tlie  existing  voter,  should  be  carried  to  a 
greater  extent;  perhaps  he  meant  to  ex. 
tend  it  to  all  persons  who  should  at  any 
time  obtain  a  place  upon  the  register,  for 
he  moved  to  insert  these  words,  that — 

**  In  making  the  register  of  votes  for  sny 
county,  city,  town,  or  borough,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act,  the  name  of  every  person 
who,  when  such  register  shall  be  made,  shall 
be  registered  as  a  voter  for  such  county,  city, 
town,  or  borough,  shall  be  placed  and  retained 
qpon  such  register,  so  Ions  as  his  right  of 
voting  as  such  registered  elector  would  con- 
tinue under  the  present  law,  unless  he  shall 
have  lost  his  qualification  since  he  was  so 
registered,  or  unless  he  shall  have  been  per- 
sonally disqualified  as  such  voter  or  have  died  • 
or  unless  his  registry  was  effected  by  fraudu- 
lent personation/' 

This  amendment  was  carried  by  a  majo- 
rity, certainly  not  a  large  majority,  of  296 
t  2S9.  As  on  the  one  hand  I  have  come 
fbrward  to  maintain  (he  views  of  the  majo- 
rity of  the  House,  when  they  agree  with 
myaelf,  so  I  am  ready,  as  far  as  I  can  do  so 
consistently  with  the  duty  which  I  feel,  to 
bow  to  the  sense  of  the  House,  even  though 
exproased  by  no  largo  majority,  when  it  is 
opposed  to  my  own  wishes  and  my  own 
views;  but  to  the  extent  of  what  I  oonceive 
to  he  the  obiect  of  this  amendment  I  cannot 
ooooade.  By  the  terms  that  a  party  shall 
ba  free  firom  objection  durins  the  time  that 
he  would  be  entitled  under  the  present  law, 
I  know  not  whether  it  were  tho  intention 
of  the  learned  Gentleman,  that  all  parties 
who  should  have  obtained  certificates  under 
tho  law  as  it  now  stands,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vota  durinff  the  eight  years  for  which  the 
etrttftcates  shall   have  been    granted,  or 


whether  it  were  hit  intention  to  may  Ike 
pfotection  atill  further^  and  mj,  that  boqbo 
who  shall  be  hereafW  registeaeil  ahaU  ke 
objected  to  exeept  in  ease  of  some  dJa^aali* . 
fication  arisanjg  luhiequently  to  the  lagaa* 
tration«  So  w  as  the  first  proviMn  9aaa» 
I  can  see  a  good  ground  for  the  diatinetkot' 
that  those  who  have  been  regiatered  under 
the  law  as  it  now  stands^  shall  have  a  n§jkit 
to  vote  for  the  eight  years  of  their  eertti* 
ficates.  I  am  nrepared  to  admit  the  appar. 
ent  hardship  of  subiecting  them  to  re-ex. 
amination,  although  at  &  same  time  we 
confer  upon  them  the  right  (or  life»  unlea 
they  shall  be  rejected  on  objeetion  ;  but  if 
the  learned  gentleman  goes  ao  far  aa  to 
say,  that  the  voter  when  once  registerai 
shall  not  be  liable  to  be  removed  lor 
any  disqualification  which  may  have  tx» 
isted  at  the  time  of  registration^  but 
which  may  not  have  been  urged  in  Ae 
first  instance,  I  cannot  con^ve  wkf, 
because  upon  a  bad  foundatioo,  a  pertjr 
has  rested  a  fraudulent  vote,  and  h«i 
been  once  placed  upon  the  register,  he 
should  he  immoveable.  The  evik  of  tim 
present  system  would  be  aggimvated,  lor 
he  would  remain  on  the  register  for  tlie 
term  of  his  natural  life,  not  beeauae  1m  had 
ever  proved  that  he  had  possesKd  the  jn§jkt 
to  vote,  or  that  it  night  not  he  objeelaA 
that  he  never  had  the  right,  but  bacanat,if 
he  were  objeoted  to^  he  night  turn  mmi 
upon  the  objector,  and  answer,  **  True  it  ia 
that  I  posaets  no  right  to  vote,  and  thai  I 
never  did,  but  I  de^  you  to  prove  that  the 
circumstances  have  dtered  since  I  firal 
registered ;  you  ought  to  have  raised  the 
objection  when  I  wu  first  put  on  ;  1  do  not 
dcny,nay  Iconcede  toyou,thatI  hednorighi 
then,  I  have  no  right  now,  hut,  nevcrm- 
lets,  I  defy  you  to  strike  me  off."  That  ia 
not  an  extreme  case.  I  am  informed,  Ikal 
it  has  occurred  in  Scotland,  where  Ae 
system  reeonmended  for  Ireland  ia  in 
existence,  where  1  am  informed  partiea  aie 
on  the  rogitter  without  a  foot  of  land  in 
the  country— -who,  as  all  the  world  know, 
have  not  now  a  foot  of  land  in  the  oountijf 
—who,  at  all  the  world  know,  never  had 
a  foot  of  land  in  the  country  ;  snd,  aa  Hmf 
never  had  any  qualification,  there  eould  lie 
no  change  of  circumttancca  since  they  weee 
registered,  so  they  are  now  entitled  te  voleb 
It  b  very  easy  to  say,  "  Yea,  but  we  call 
upon  the  voter  to  prove  hia  claiai  in  the 
first  instance ;"  one  story  it  good,  till  anotkar 
is  told.  If  the  pcmm  claima  In  a  eountv 
where  parties  are  not  very  doeciy  kaknead, 
or  in  which  there  liat  not  been  any 
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w«  all  know  that  the  register  is  not  very 
ckmeiy  watched ;  and  that,  when  there  is 
a  proapect  of  a  contest,  the  parties  find  that 
there  are  ntimhers  of  had  votes  on  the  re- 
gister, the  wonder  is  how  they  ever  got 
there ;  hut  the  wonder  will  he  still  greater 
if  the  Legislature,  in  its  wisdom,   shall 
assist  in  their  retention.      All  these  had 
votes  win  he  swept  away  if  the  right  of 
objection  shall  be  annual  as  it  is  in  Eng- 
land.    I  do  not  mean  to  give  the  right  of 
objection  even  to  the  same  extent  that  it  is 
in  Eneland,  for  I  propose,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  voter  who  is  once  on  the  regis- 
ter>  that  he  shall  remain  so  for  life,  unless 
some  other  party  shall  prove,  not   only  a 
prim/f  fiicie  cBse,  hut  an  absolute  disquali- 
fication to  the  party  registered  being  upon 
the  register,   and  that   the  objector    not 
establishing  his  proof,   and  appearing  to 
have  given  his  notice  frivolously,  shall  be 
liable  to  costs.    To  this  extent  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  give  protection   to  the 
voter;  but  I  cannot  carry  the  protection 
90  far  as  to  say  that  under  no  circumstances 
shall  he  be  liable  to  objection,  unless  for 
matters  that  have  arisen  since  his  registra- 
tion.    Stfll  I  am  willing  to  bow  to  the 
decision  of  the  House  as  expressed  on  the 
motion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  it 
be  interpreted  as  applying  only  to  persons 
who,  under  the  existing  law,  have  obtained 
certificates,  bavins  a  right  to  vote  for  eight 
years ;  And  with  his  limitation,  I  am  will, 
ing  that  these  parties  should  remain  on  the 
register  for  the  term  their  certificates  now 
have  to  run,  provided  that  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  term  they  shall  again  come 
forward  in  the  same  manner  as  new  voters 
to  be  re-registered.     I  hope,  therefore,  that 
I  have  been  able  to  show  that  the  grounds 
of  our  diflerences  are  narrowed  to  the  forms 
of  the  notice  of  objection  and  of  claim,  to 
the  question  whether  the  registration  shall 
be  annual  or  quarterly— the  House  has 
already  decided  in  favour  of  its  being  an- 
imal ;   and  to  the  question   whether  the 
voter  shall  be  protected  against  all  future 
inrestteation  of  Iris  original  title,  and  whe- 
ther the  objector  shall  be  liable  to  costs 
nnder  all  circumstances  of  failure.      On 
another  point  1  shall  be  enabled,  without 
any  sacrifice  of  principle,  to  remove  an  ob- 

^ection  which  has  been  made  to  my  bill  — 
!  allude  to  the  notice  of  objection  to  be 
given  to  the  party.  In  my  notice,  I  have 
rollowed  the  English  plan ;  I  have  copied 
the  notice  from  the  English  bill.  The 
wordt  rimply  are, 
**  Tike  notice  that  I  object  to  your  name 
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being  retained  on  the  register  of  voters  for  tho 
county  of  — — /' 


county 

That  is  the  English  law  at  the  present 
moment ;  but  in  what  I  now  propose  I  do 
not  take  this  general  notice  of  objection  to 
a  party   who  has,  in   the  first  instance^ 
established  his  right  to   vote:      I   think, 
then,  that  the  party  objecting  should  state 
on  the  face  of  his  notice  the  nature  of  the 
objection,  that  the  party  who  shall  appear 
to  defend  his  right,  if  he  shall  think  fit  so 
to  do,  may  be  enabled  to  know  the  ground 
on  which  he  will  be  assailed.     I  believe 
that  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonics,  in  an  English  bill  which  he  in- 
troduced last  Session,  to  a  certain  extent 
proposed   that   the  grounds    of   objection 
should  be  specified  in  the  notice,  the  exact 
form  may  be  subject  for  discussion ;  but 
the  principle  of  giving  the  specific  srounda 
of  objections,  I  am  prepared  to  admit.  Ancl 
now.   Sir,  I  have  literally  stated  all  the 
differences  between   me  and   the  Liberal 
Association.     I  adhere   to  the  judges  of 
assize  as  the  tribunal  to  which  the  appeal 
should  go ;  but  if  any  hon.  Gentleman  will 
show  me  any  tribunal  equally  impartial, 
equally  able,  and  less  expensive,  that  tri- 
bunal I  shall  be  ready  to  take ;  but  know- 
ing of  none  such,  I  have  taken  that  which 
I  found   existing,  to  which  by  the  law 
there  was  an  appeal  in  one  case,  and  which 
I  have  extended  to  both  claim  and  objec- 
tion ;  and  a  tribunal  to  which  it  will  be 
recollected  Mr.  Justice  Perrin,  then  Mr. 
Perrin,  did  in  this  House  propose  that  a 
double  appeal  should  be  given.  To  another 
point,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  take  this 
opportunity  of  adverting,  not  because  it  is 
in  the  bill,  but  because  it  forms  no  part  of 
the  bill.     The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, the  Member  for  Dublin,  has  given 
notice  that,  in  case  I  should  not  declare  his 
intention  to  introduce  a  clause  to  define 
the  franchise,  he  will  divide  the  House  on 
the  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  my  bill. 
Now,  Sir,  I  have  understood  that  before 
I   came   into    the   House,    the  hon.   and 
learned  Gentleman  withdrew  that  notice, 
and     stated    that     he     would    offer    no 
objection  to  the  introduction   of  the  biU, 
but  that  he  would  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  discussion  to  a  future  day.      I  wish, 
therefore,  to  state  distinctly,  that  it   is  not 
my  intention  to  introduce  into  this  bill  any 
clause  defining  the  parliamentary  franchise 
in  Ireland.  I  stoted  in  the  House  last  year 
that  I  was  aware  of  the  difficulties  and  of 
the  inconveniences  which  have  arisen  in 
consequence  of  the  doubts  thrown  upon  the 
I  12 
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franchise ;  but  I  stated  also  that  I  was  aware 
of  the  difficulties  I  should  have  to  encoun- 
ter if  I  added  the  question  of  the  franchise 
to  a  subject  which  is  already  sufficiently 
difficult  m  itself — the  question  of  the  regis- 
tration ;  and  after  the  fullest  consideration, 
I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  if  1  wish  to 
carry  this  bill^  or  if  I  wish  to  curry  any  bill, 
I  must  separate  the  two  subjects.  In  the 
course  of  the  last  Session  the  propriety  and 
the  prudence  of  that  determination  received 
the  approval  of  the  Members  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  themselves^  who  intro- 
duced not  one  bill  embracing  both,  but 
brought  forward  one  bill  to  amend  the  re- 
gistration, but  reserved  the  franchise  dis- 
cussion for  the  consideration  of  the  House 
in  a  separate  bilL  I  have  not  only  the  au- 
thority of  the  learned  Gentleman  and  of 
her  Majesty's  Government,  but  also  of  the 
House  itself »  for  not  mixing  the  registra. 
tion  with  the  franchise.  The  matter  was 
introduced^  it  was  argued,  it  was  decided 
by  the  House  of  Commons  itself  in  the  last 
Session,  on  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dublin  himself,  that  it  be  an  instruction 
to  the  committee,  and  that  they  have  the 
JM)wer  of  defining  the  right  of  voting.  After 
discussion,  and  on  a  division,  the  House 
agreed  with  me.  Of  her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  the  Attorney-general,  and  many  of 
her  Majesty's  Government  voting  with  me, 
affirming  the  prudence  of  the  course  I  had 
adopted,  of  not  introducing  the  franchise 
question  into  a  bill  for  registration.  The 
number  voting  in  favour  of  the  instruction 
was  162,  and  the  number  declaring  that  it 
was  inexpedient  that  the  two  questions 
should  be  mixed  being  311,  leaving  a  ma 
jority  of  nearly  two  to  one  in  favour  of  thi* 
declaration  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  mix  thv 
two.  I  am  far  from  beins  unaware  of  thf 
inconveniences  and  difficulties  arising  from 
the  decisions  of  the  judges  upon  the  fran- 
chise of  late  vears.  I  regret  those  difficul- 
ties as  much  as  any  hon.  Member;  1 
regret  that  the  small  number  of  dissentient 
judges  should  not  have  considered  them- 
selvcsy  consistently  with  their  oaths,  bound 
by  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  judges 
upon  a  matter  that  had  been  fully  consi- 
ered  ;  but  with  regard  to  those  inconve- 
diencest  and  to  the  decisions  of  the  judges 
-—not  meaning  to  impute  any  but  the  roost 
conscientious  motives  to  the  minority  fur 
adhering  to  their  opinion  consistently 
with  their  oetbs-^I  am  convinced  that  in 
the  present  state  of  the  House,  and  in   th<* 


present  state  of  parties,  if  I  were  to  Jntm- 
duce  a  clause  defining  the  franchise,  I  should 
be  absolutely  and  entirely  debarred,  mat 
only  from  passing  this  bill,  but  any  bill,  m 
this  or  any  future  Session.  If  I  were  to 
introduce  a  clause  defining  the  franchise  •■ 
I  believe  to  be  right,  I  could  not  proceed  s 
und  I  am  sure  that  if  hon.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  were  to  intro- 
duce into  a  bill  for  registration  defining  tbe 
franchiite  in  any  other  way  than  in  aoooid- 
ance  with  that  which  has  hitherto  been 
construed  as  the  law,  they  wonld  equally 
fail.  I  confess,  therefore,  that  I  do  llhieli 
fn)m  the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  the 
question  of  the  franchise ;  for  if  f  did»  I 
might  be  compelled  to  postpone  a  measure 
already  sufficiently  surrounded  with  difi* 
culty.  I  should  but  introduce  an  infinity 
of  additional  argument.  The  Session  would 
pass  away  as  the  last  did,  by  tht  mere 
efflux  of  time  it  wouM  end.  I  should  leave 
the  evils  irremediable  and  unremedied ;  tbe 
abuses  of  the  present  system  would  continue 
for  another  year,  although  they  have  been 
admitted  in  their  full  extent  bv  all  sides  of 
the  House,  and  by  men  of  every  shade  of 
political  opinion.  I,  adhering,  then,  to  my 
first  opinion,  shall  be  most  willing  to  die* 
cuss  the  provisions  of  this  bill  in  the  most 
friendly  temper  and  spirit ;  1  shall  respeel 
the  arguments  of  such  as  may  seek  to  eon* 
trovert  roe  by  argument ;  I  shall  reedlly 
bow  to  the  decision  of  the  House,  if  it  bo 
not  adverse  to  any  great  principle  of  my 
measure ;  and,  with  this  declaration,  I  oon* 
elude  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  tbe  regis* 
tration  of  voters  in  Ireland. 

Viscount  Morprfh  said  :  My  noble 
Friend  has  shown  that  he  is  so  ranch  en* 
amoured  of  the  stibjert  to  which  be  devoted 
so  large  a  portion  of  his  energy  in  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament,  that  he  has  not 
been  enabled  to  rcsbt  the  temptation,  al* 
though  her  Majesty's  Ministers  hsvc  given 
notice,  in  the  very  first  week  of  the  8e««ion, 
of  their  intention  to  bring  forward  a  bill 
upon  this  subject,  yet  my  noble  Friend 
is  so  enamoured  of  his  success,  and  so 
pleased  with  the  reception  which  his  pro- 
ject obtained  in  the  last  Session— so  do* 
lighted  with  the  majorities  he  obtained— 
so  charmed  with  carrying  twelve  clauses  in 
the  course  of  four  months,  that  deiermtned 
not  to  be  forestalled  this  year,  be  pejoieas 
in  the  pleasure  of  having  the.  first  woad. 
I  am  not  di4|K)se«l,  Sir,  to  dispute  watb  bim 
that  priority.  The  extremely  tomDerale 
and  moderate  olisrrvations  with  which  nebas 
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iatrDduccd  hii  motiou,  would  not  lerapt  me 
lo  do  w.  Hod  1  hope  that  i  should  not  (ail  in 
oourtesy  towards  any  Member  in  this 
House,  and  ceria!n)j  not  towards  the  no- 
ble Lord.  Considering  then  that  the  bill 
uflaat  Seasion  undoubtedly  obtained  pog- 
seukm  of  the  House,  that  it  niet  with  what 
even  the  noble  Lord  himselF  would  deem 
unexpected  success,  that  it  drew  overflow- 


iog  Houses,  and  brought  down 
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IK,  lliat  in  cnnformitr  with  the  notice 
which  I  gave  in  the  early  part  of  the  even- 
ing, I  shall,  in  the  measure  which  I  shall 
propose  on  Thursday,  ask  the  House  to 
concur  in  a  bill  to  determine  the  qualificsT 
lion  as  well  as  [he  mode  of  registering  the 
voter,  aud  I  hope,  that  upon  that  occasion, 
1  shall  have  it  in  my  power  to  show  to  tHe 
House,  and  to  show  to  tlie  noble  Lord,  in 


ing  plaudits,  1  am  nut  now  disposed 
oppuae  the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord  fur 
leave  to  hiing  in  this  bill ;  and  1  have  no 
doubt  that  the  noble  Lord,  end  that  those 
who  support  him,  will  he  disposed  to  malie 
the  same  concession  to  me  when  I  sliall,  on 
Thursday)  move  fur  leave  to  bring  in  the 
measure  of  the  Government.  Believing, 
that  I  Tshall  then  have  the  fullest  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  the  views  of  her 
Majesty's  Governinent  on  the  subject  of 
registration  in  Ireland,  I  do  not  consider  it 
necessary  upon  the  present  occasion  to  en- 
ter into  any  observations  upon  that  subject. 
There  are  only  two  things  arising  out  of 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  which  I  will 
mention  for  the  sake  of  obviating  any  mis- 
understanding. From  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Lord  1  collect,  that  although  he  ad- 
mits of  some  alterations  and  amendments, 
the  main  features  of  his  present  bill  aie  the 
same  as  m  the  bill  of  last  year.  He 
includes  the  provision,  that  the  voter 
should  be  aQDUally  called  upon  to  prove 
bi«  right  to  be  upon  the  register,  and 
alio  the  appeal  to  a  judge  of  assize, 
botli  ways  from  the  decision  of  the  assist- 
ant barrister ;  and  he  fortifies  himself  by  a 
coincidence  of  opinion  which  he  discovers 
in  these  particulars  with  the  Liberal  Asso- 
ciation of  Ulster,  from  the  report  of  whose 
piocwdings,  the  noble  Lord  has  largely 
quoted.  But  1  imagine,  that  upon  a  closer 
examination,  it  will  appear,  that  between 
the  opinions  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  the  re- 
corded sentiments  of  the  Ulster  A&suciation, 
tbera  will  be  by  no  means  found  that  simi- 
hrity  of  view  upon  which  the  noble  Lord 
nliea.  The  Association  of  Ulster  do  not 
recommend  an  appeal  both  ways,  upon 
molten  of  fact,  as  well  as  upon  matters  of 
law }  and,  above  all,  they  do  not  recom- 
mend a  double  appeal,  without  a  clear  de- 
finitioD  of  the  franchise.  If  it  should  so 
happen  that  the  noble  Lord  is  prepared  to 
take  the  recommendations  of  the  associa- 
titm  of  Ulster,  there  will  be  less  ground 
ot  difficulty  and  dispute  between  us  than 
w«  might  have  been  led  to  suppose. 
Tbe  one  other  point  I  wiih  to  ob«etve, 


whelm-  '  perfect  consistency  with  what  I  have  al- 


ways said  and  done  before  upon  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  that  we  cannot  expect  any 
aIteraJ,ion  to  be  satisfactorily  complete,  not 
even  that  which  the  noble  Lord  has  recom- 
mended, and  especially  not  the  appointment 
of  any  new  appellate  tribunal,  without,  in 
the  first  instance,  defining  the  franchise. 
Having  stated  thus  much  by  way  of  precau- 
tion, and  reserving  to  myself  and  to  my  col- 
leagues the  fullest  right  to  object  to  and 
oppose  the  noble  Lord's  measure,  I  shall 
not  now  divide  against  leave  being  given 
to  bring  in  his  bill. 

Mr.  O'Connell:  I  am  in  no  way  bound 
by  any  compromise  between  my  nobte 
Friend  and  the  noble  Lord.  I  stand  hera 
belonging  to  no  parly  upon  this  question. 
1  stand  here  representing  the  people  of 
Ireland.  I  think  that  the  House  and  tba 
country  ought  to  be  somewhat  surprited 
that  the  noble  Lord,  in  a  prepared  speech 
which  he  had  delivered,  to  make  out  tba 
strongest  case  for  himself,  in  order  to  gain 
what  he  said  was  his  end — the  prevention 
of  the  multiplication  of  fraudulent  voter* 
in  Ireland— that  was  the  noble  Lord's 
object — yet  that  the  noble  Lord  who  al- 
leged this  has  not  given  the  Hou«e  any 
evidence,  has  not  adduced  any  instance, 
of  the  wholesale  multiplication  of  votes. 
The  noble  Lord  did  not  give  any  statistics 
of  Irish  counties;  he  did  not  say  that  in 
a  county  having  only  100,000  inhabitant! 
there  were  25,000  voters,  or  10,000,  or 
4.000  ;  he  did  not  contrast  the  over- 
whelming number  of  the  Irish  people  who 
are  entitled  to  the  franchise,  with  the 
aggregate  number  of  voters;  that  would 
have  been  the  way  fairly  to  investigate 
the  subject.  The  county  of  Cork  for  in- 
stance has  713,000  inhabitants;  there  hai 
been  a  multiplicity  of  fraudulent  voters 
put  upon  the  register.  How  many  are 
there?  There  are  713,000  inhabitants, 
there  are  3.800  voters.  Tbe  utmost  num. 
ber  that  can  vote  is  3,800.  Does  the  ' 
noble  Lord  grurlge  3,800  voters  lo  713,000 
inhabitants?  li  that  his  plan?  Is  tbii 
his  enormous  multiplication  of  fraudulent  ' 
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votes?  Oh,  remedy  it.  Yes,  there  is  an 
OTerwhelmin^  amount;  there  roust  be 
frand ;  there  must  be  **  villainous  perjury  " 
that  was  the  word  the  noble  Lord  used 
last  year.  [No,  no  /]  Perhaps  the  noble 
Lord  did  not  say  so.  The  report  is  not  to 
be  believed,  then ;  somebody  else  said  so 
for  him.  What  is  meant  by  interrupting 
ne  ?  I  had  beastly  bellowines  last  year — 
are  they  to  be  renewed  now  ?  I  was  pro- 
ceeding to  show  what  is  the  state  of  tht: 
registration.  The  agpcregate  population 
of  Wales  is  710,000  ;  Wales  has  upwards 
of  30,000  voters.  The  population  of  Cork 
Is  larger  than  Wales,  Cork  has  not  more 
than  3,800  voters,  and  that  is  the  system 
of  registration  that  is  to  be  closely  watched 
over.  Make  the  comparison.  Tell  me 
after  that,  whether  there  is  a  union  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  Fll  not  mock 
you  by  asking;.  I  cull  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  what  has  been  the  noble  Lord's 
sole  care  by  day,  sole  thought  by  night ; 
it  ends  in  a  miserable  abortion.  He  has 
completely  swindled  the  people  of  Irclund 
out  of  their  votes  by  the  kind  of  franchise 
he  gave,  because  it  was  he  who  gave  it. 
The  mode  of  registration  in  Ireland  is 
complained  of.  To  be  sure  it  is.  Was 
not  he  the  author  of  il?  He  resisted  me 
when  I  asked  to  have  the  English  system 
introduced.  His  plan  has  worked  badly. 
Why?  Because  we  want  a  definition  of 
the  franchise.  The  moment  you  define 
the  franchise,  that  moment  you  take  away 
two-thirds  of  the  diflliculty.  Too  few  now 
are  admitted  to  that  franchise.  1  shall 
have  an  opportunity,  and  I  will  go  through 
the  counties,  and  will  show  the  contrac- 
tioo  since  1832-33.  There  were  then 
not  registered  in  Ireland  5  per  cent,  of 
the  male  adult  population ;  in  England 
there  were  registered  20  |)er  cent.  The 
registry  in  England  has  since  increased 
10  per  cent.  WhcQ  we  have  the  returns 
from  Ireland,  and  they  ought  to  have 
been  sooner  produced,  they  will  give  a 
diminution  of  20  per  cent.  Probably,  as 
has  been  suggested  to  me  by  a  Friend 
near  me,  of  30  per  cent.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  noble  Lord  presses  for- 
ward, with  a  dexterity  that  is  more  con- 
spicuous for  its  cunning  than  its  fairness. 
71ie  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  nvo  notice  of  a  bill  to  amend 
the  English  system  of  registration,  which 
would  have  been  brought  on  yesterday, 
except  for  the  accident  of  their  being  no 
House.    Tlie  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 


for  Ireland  has  given  notice  of  •  bill  lo 
amend  the  registration  in  Irebnd.  TlMt 
stands  in  the  notice  paper  for  to-asormw. 
The  noble  Lord  had  some  geDlleata 
lurching  for  him,  and  the  moment  they  isw 
the  probability  of  those  bills  beinf  bimglK 
forward,  they  anticipated  them.  Wbyvot 
have  given  the  House  and  the  country 
fair  play,  in  seeing  what  the  meiwtta 
were  which  were  to  be  propoied  bj  Ibe 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  ?  7'hat  wookl  not 
answer  the  purpose  of  the  noble  Lord. 
He  had  his  pocket  pistol — the  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Ulst  r  Association, 
which  he  used  in  favour  of  his  own  iiie«* 
sure.  How  little  did  that  association  know 
that  they  were  to  be  met  wiib  a  toCnt 
want  of  candour  ?  They  offered  sogget- 
tions,  which  I  do  not  think  were  well 
considered,  and  the  noble  Lord  being 
inimical  to  the  extension  of  the  fr«nchiae» 
threw  over  the  points  in  reference  to  the 
amelioration,  as  he  called  it,  of  the  fran* 
chise,  and  met  their  candour  with  the  full 
extent  of  his  dexterity.  I  think  thai  tho 
inhabitants  of  Ulster  did  not  know  the  oobia 
Lord  quite  so  well  as  the  inhabitanta  of 
other  parts  of  Ireland  do,  or  tbej  wovld 
not  have  enabled  him  to  take  advantage  of 
their  simplicity.  1  think  it  was  bigbly 
improper  to  have  brought  forward  the  mo* 
tion  in  the  manner  ki  which  it  hat  heeo 
placed  l>efore  the  House.  We  are  entitled 
to  have  the  Government  mcasore  Mriy 
kiefore  the  House,  but  the  noble  Lord  ob* 
structs  the  fair  consideration  of  that  »•- 
position  by  the  introdnction  of  hia  ML 
For  my  own  oart,  if  I  am  at  all  displeased, 
or  feel  sorry  for  any  view  of  the  case,  it  it 
for  the  multitudinous  attendance  oo  tbe 
other  side  of  the  House  to  nighL  I  coii> 
gratulatc  the  noble  Lord  on  iheeothasiasm 
of  his  followers,  for  to  He  called  their  at« 
tachment  last  Session.  [Cheers.]  1  am 
glad  that  I  promoted  that  shoot,  became 
it  will  mark  still  better  to  the  people  of 
Ireland  how  little  they  have  to  expect. 
They  must  rely  on  themselves  and  thefr 
own  exertions,  and  every  act  and  every 
exertion  to  lessen  their  franchise  is  a  new 
argument  to  show  that  the  connection  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  not  founded  in 
justice.  I  think  the  House  should  paute, 
and  shonid  not  allow  the  noble  Lord  to 
bring  in  his  bill  until  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment  has  been  laid  upon  the  Table ;  and  t 
protest  against  the  vesation  prodoced  bj 
the  measure  of  the  noble  Lord«  and  demand 
of  the  House  that  if  we  are  to  be  botind 
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by  the  vnion,  ihey  will  give  as  the  full  l  which  exist  in  Ireland  alone,  irtich  shonU 
benefit  of  ll.     1  my,  let  ihem  not  give  us    beve  called  for  hii  eqwdal  attention,  aai 


the  wont  jmtl  only  or  the  English  regis- 
IratioD,  but  gt*fl  It  to  m  as  it  is ;  and, 
«brtber  for  good  or  Tor  bad,  I  asi  ready  to 
ttand  by  the  English  system,  considei' 
that  tb*  onion  is  a  binding  measore,  i 
Ibat  we  are  entitled  under  it  to  English 
rigliU  and  English  libertiei.  I  say,  do  not 
•aJTer (he  noble  Lord's  veialiuus  legislation 
lo  ittect  one  part  of  the  country  and  nut 
another.  Again  I  asL,  why  he  does  not 
bring  in  a  bill  for  amending  the  Bystem  of 
tegislration  in  England  ?  Is  not  tliat  com- 
plained of;  and  is  it  not  nearer  horned 
Oh  f  no ;  the  object  of  the  noble  Lord  is 
not  to  amend  tbe  registralion,  but  to  give 
a  blow  lo  the  liberties  of  Ireland.  I  am 
determined  to  meet  him  foot  lo  loot,  and  I 
DI01IC  that  this  debate  be  adjourned  until 
after  the  4th  instant. 

Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien  thought  that  the 
amendment  propoMd  by  the  hon.  and 
kanwd  Uamber  for  DuUin  was  fully  ju»- 
tified  by  the  coune  which  had  been  taken 
by  tbe  noUe  Lord,  becauie  he  deemed  that 
oouTM  to  be  factious.  Aa  a  matter  of 
prudttDM,  however,  he  recommended  the 
boa.  and  turned  Member  not  to  preu  his 
uoiion  le  a  division.  Seeing  the  array  of 
boa.  Hembera  opposite,  he  thought  it 
woafd  KDiwer  bo  useful  purpose  lo  divide 
the  House,  and  be  besides  deemed  it  of 
tba  higbeat  importance  that  a  question  oF 
tbb  magnilnde  and  consequence  should  be 
diacVMMl  with  as  m  uch  calmness  as  possible. 
Lord  John  Runell  ta»&,  I  confess  that 
my  otjectiooi  to  the  measure  of  the  noble 
Lord  of  but  year  haM  been  very  little  di- 
minished t^  tbe  statement  which  he  has 
nade  upon  the  subject  nf  his  ineaiure  of  the 
present  Stwion.  It  seems  to  me  that,  with 
tbe  exoeption  of  some  particulars,  tbe  main 
features  of  the  tnll  are  the  same,  and  that 
tbey  will  ptoduce  the  same  calamitous  con- 
■tqnenca  which  it  appeared  to  me  woold 
renit  from  the  bill  of  last  year.  I  must 
own,  although  the  noble  Lord  stated  tbe 
caae  very  feirly,  and  I  do  not  mean  to  im- 
pute to  him  anything  hot  a  desire  to  reform 
th«  abttsee  of  Irish  r^stration — it  is  cer- 
tainly Knnewhat  singalar,  considering  the 
abfiaes  which  exist  m  the  mode  of  registra- 
tioBaad  of  voting,  and  the  practice  of  elections, 
ia  EnriftDtt,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  upon 
one  of  which  in  Scotland  the  noble  Lord 
dtrdt  iti  tbe  coune  of  bis  speech  this  even- 
i&g;,  tbit  he  should  pass  by  anil  n^etrt  all 
tmie,  tnd  that  it  sliould  be  the  abases 


should  mahe  him  so  anxious,  at  the  nrf 
first  moment  of  the  Sesdon,  to  bring  ■ 
measure  before  the  House.  I  mast  say  i^, 
that  although  there  may  be  many  abuMa 
in  the  system  of  registration  in  Ireland,  al- 
though I  cannot  deny  tbe  statements  wbleli 
have  been  made  as  ivell  on  this  as  on  tlM 
other  side  of  the  House,  yet  that  I  do  view 
with  considerable  jealousy  and  alarm  a 
measure  to  reform  those  abuses,  which  acts 
entirely  by  way  of  restriction.  It  is  to  be 
reroerahered  that  the  bill  of  1829,  brot^ht 
in  as  a  counterpoise  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
claims,  was  in  itself  a  restrictive  measure 
of  disqualification ;  and  it  Is  to  he  recol- 
lected that  the  noUe  Lord  in  1832,  with  a 
view  to  remedying  the  existing  abaies, 
brought  in  a  bill  granting  such  t^ditional 
franchise  as  he  thought  necessary,  hot  not 
altering  the  restrictions  of  1829.  And  now, 
after  those  two  measures,  comes  again  a 
measure  of  restriction,  narrowing  the  fran- 
chise originally  granted  fifty  years  ago  to 
the  whole  people  of  Ireland.  Now,  it  may 
or  may  not  he  quite  proper  to  make  tbii 
restriction  upon  the  franchise,  and  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  purpose  ;  but  it  certainly 
behoves  the  House  to  lool  most  narrowly 
into  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  so  ascer- 
tain the  general  effect  of  them  when  taken 
together.  I  remember  my  noble  Friend, 
the  late  Lord  Durham,  in  discussing  some 
of  the  restrictions  on  the  franchise  of  Eng- 
land, which  he  thought  too  numerous,  and 
apt  to  be  vexatious,  said,  by  way  of  illus- 
tration, "  You  may  say  that  every  lOi 
householder  shall  have  a  vote,  but  yon  may 
also  say  that  he  shall  only  have  such  vote 
on  condition  of  his  being  able  to  construe 
the  first  book  of  Homer."  This  is  merely 
an  illustration  of  the  manner  in  which  yon 
may  limit  what  at  first  would  appear  a 
large  and  liberal  measure,  and  it  equally 
applies  to  the  present  question.  Now  the 
noble  Lord  who  has  introduced  this  mea- 
sure proposes  to  retain  the  franchise  as  H 
exists  according  to  law,  but  he  also  pro- 
poses that  that  franchise  shall  be  ultimately 
detemnned  by  a  court  of  law.  The  ordinary 
practice,  however,  of  courts  of  law,  accom- 
ing  to  my  observation  (and  I  say  this  with- 
out wishing  to  impute  to  the  judges  any 
pcjitical  Was  or  partiality),  but  the  ordi- 
nary practice  and  tendency  of  courts  of 
law,  and  of  the  highest  and  most  learned 
amongffi  them,  is  generally  to  restrict  the 
franchise  by  technical  definitions  and  dis- 
tincdons  which  exist  eitlier  by  the  ccannon 
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law  rtr  t1i6 'statute  law.  Thus,  with  regard 
to  the  largest  words  and  those  of  the  most 
exlepded  meaning  in  our  charters,  such  as 
tho  words  "  community,"  **  burgesses,"  and, 
as  is  the  case  of  the  '*  community  "  of  the 
city  of  Bath,  their  meaning  has  been  re- 
stricted in  the  course  of  time  to  mean  the 
elective  rights  of  some  twelve  or  thirteen 
people  only.  Now,  if  we  are  to  part  with 
all  control  in  thb  matter — to  pass  a  bill 
with  the  consent  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  and  which  can  never  be  re- 
pealed without  the  consent  of  that  House — 
by  which  the  whole  franchise  is  in  future 
to  be  defined,  and  settled  by  the  judgments 
of  a  court  of  law,  and  upon  the  doctrine  of 
settling  the  law  according  to  the  opinion 
of  a  majority  of  the  judges,  I  can  very  well 
imagine  that  in  a  short  time  that  franchise 
would  be  further  limited,  until  it  came  to 
be  enjoyed  by  a  very  small  number  of  per- 
sons. It  is  very  well  to  say,  when  a  man 
is  not  legally  entitled  to  vote,  because  he 
has  not  the  estate  which  the  law  requires 
be  should  have  in  order  to  entitle  him  to 
vote,  and  when  he  has,  therefore,  been 
fraudulently  placed  on  the  register,  that 
you  should  provide,  by  legi^ative  and 
statutory  enactments,  that  he  should  no 
longer  continue  to  hold  such  a  vote ;  but 
you  should  also  take  care  that  in  raising  up 
a  barrier  against  the  fraudulent  voter,  that 
you  do  not  also  at  the  same  time  raise  up 
one  against  the  real  and  honest  voter. 
Now,  there  is  many  a  voter  in  Ireland, 
not  happening  to  be  dqicndent  u{)on  or 
onoected  with  any  strong,  wealthy,  or 
powerful  landlord,  but  having  his  own  in- 
dependent property,  who,  on  n*ading  the 
acts  of  lH*if)  and  183*i>  conceives  himself  to 
have  A  vo(i\  and  goes  to  the  assistant-bar* 
risirr,  who  aIIown  IiIn  claim.  He  is  how- 
over,  nniirulrd  ngaiuHt,  and  ho  is  then  put 
to  consHleriihlc  exiieiise  in  gwing  before  the 
judge  of  (u«ii«e,  who  may  happen  to  be  one 
of  those  judges  whose  opinion  is  favourable 
to  the  nature  of  the  ipialiBcation  on  which 
his  claim  is  based.  So  far  all  would  be 
well.  But  next  year  the  same  process  is  re- 
peated, and  the  assistant- barrister  may,  on 
this  second  occasion,  still  entertain  his 
claim  and  allow  him  his  vote.  On  being 
appealed  against  this  time,  however,  he 
may  find  at  the  assixc-town  a  judge  whoie 
opinion  is  that  he  has  no  vote,  and  after 
considerable  loss  he  finds  himself  deprived 
of  the  power  of  voting.  What  is  the  effect 
of  these  facts  upon  others  ?  The  neigh* 
hours  of  the  voter  in  question,  when  they 
•CO  that  t  nua  well  known  to  haTe  luffi- 


cient  pn>perty  to  entitle  him  to  vote 
been  caused  much  trouble  and  km  of  tii 
and  put  to  considerable  expeoae,  by 
sent  before  three  or  perhaps  nx,  aefeii, 
or  eight  judges,  whose  deciaioot  ka?e  oolyt 
led  to  the  lost  of  his  vote,  bit  time,  his 
money,  and  his  trouble.  These  neighboon, 
although  their  votes  might  be  excellent  in 
law,  and  exactly  the  description  of  votes 
which  you  designed  by  your  law  to  pfo* ' 
tect,  would  become  disoouraged,  and  abstain 
altogether  from  enforcingthor  daims.  This, 
I  fear,  would  be  the  e&ct  of  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  noble  Lord's  hill«  sod  aL. 
though  I  do  not  say  that  certain  cases  of 
fraud  do  not  exist  which  ought  to  be  cor- 
rected, yet  I  say  that  you  elSkct  nothing  hy 
that  bill  which  you  might  not  equally 
well  effect  by  more  simple  machinery ;  and 
that  if  you  do  mean  to  settle  the  whole 
question,  I  believe  it  will  be  impossible  to 
settle  it  thoroughly,  and,  above  all,  to  do 
justice  to  the  people  of  Ireland^  unless  you 
take  into  your  consideration  the  question  of 
the  franchise.  Now  is  it  not  a  great  evil 
that  there  should  be  a  Lord  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Common  Pleas  establishing  the  fian- 
chLse  according  to  one  view  of  the  law,  and 
a  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exdiequer 
establishing  it  according  to  another?  And 
when  the  noble  Lord,  entirely  pretermit- 
ting the  case  of  England  and  Scotland,  has 
given  his  whole  attention  to  Ireland^  is  it 
too  much  to  ask  that  he  should,  in  some 
other  bill,  if  not  in  this,  but  cspccially  afiter 
what  we  heard  last  Session  fn>m  the  hon. 
Member  fur  Monaghan  (Mr.  Luras),  who 
so  strongly  stated  the  evils  of  which  I  now 
complain  ;  is  it  too  much,  I  say,  to  ask  the 
noble  I/ord  to  include  the  subject  of  the 
franchise  in  his  ronsideration  of  the  ques- 
ti(m  ?  The  noble  luird  said  last  year, 
that  the  two  questions  might  veiy 
well  be  separated.  1  agree  with  him  that 
it  may  be  a  very  right  course  to  pursue ; 
it  was  the  course  we  ourselves  pursued  last 
year.  But  what  I  say  is  that  you  ought 
not  to  assume  that  you  are  remedying  all 
evils,  that  you  are  doing  all  that  is  required 
to  be  done ;  whereas  the  only  thing  you  are 
doing  is  to  set  up  a  very  compWx  and  in- 
complete system  (>f  registration,  which  will 
onlv  narrow  the  franchise  to  those  only  who 
feel  the  power  of  a  protector  who  ate  pra* 
uared,  as  dependents  and  ooonectionSt  to  ga 
before  the  re^tration  courts,  assnied  thai 
their  costs  will  be  paid,  and  which  wiU 
leave  no  franchise  for  those  who  aie  pm- 
dent  enough  to  take  care  not  to  mia  Uwk 
familiea  tor  the  sake  at  ^••^^i'^^  that 
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whkh  you  will  have  made  as  difficult  of 
attainment  as  if  they  had  no  claim  on  the 
repreientation  of  Ireland  whatsoever.  With 
regard  to  the  immediate  question  before  the 
Hoofle,  1  think  the  noble  Lord  is  quite  jus- 
tified in  the  course  he  has  taken  to-night 
If  he  chose  to  bring  the  measure  forward^ 
he  had'  a  perfect  rights  according  to  the 
forms  of  Parliament^  to  give  notice  of  his 
intention.  After  the  sanction  which  the 
House  gave  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
biU  last  year,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
parliamentary  ground  for  opposing  his 
bringing  it  in,  and  I  shall  therefore  vote  for 
the  motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  against 
any  motion  in, opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Luccts  wished  to  say  a  few  words 
merely  in  reference  to  the  observation 
which  the  noble  Lord  (Russell)  had  made 
respecting  himself.  He  certainly  did  state 
last  year,  and  was  ready  to  state  again, 
that  he  did  think  it  was  desirable  for  all 
parties  in  Ireland,  that  the  truth  of  the 
franchise  in  that  country  should  be  placed 
on  some  more  satisfactory  basis  than  the 
mere  oath  of  the  voter.  But  if  the  noble 
Lord  imagined  that  he  had  intended  to 
express  an  opinion  that  his  noble  Friend 
would  have  acted  more  justly  if  he  had 
coupled  the  question  of  the  franchise  with 
this  bill,  he  distinctly  disavowed  such  an 
opinion.  He  had  never  said  so ;  and  he 
certainly  was  of  opinion  that,  if  the  noble 
Lord  had  done  so,  he  would  have  opened 
a  Pandora's  box,  from  which  discord 
would  have  spread  on  all  sides,  and  at  the 
bottom  of  which  not  even  hope  would 
have  been  found  to  reme^in.  He  could, 
indeed,  have  taken  no  course  which  would 
have  produced  so  much  confusion.  It 
was  true  his  name  had  appeared  to  a  bill 
respecting  the  franchise,  in  conjunction 
with  t  hose  of  Sir  D.  Norreys  and  Sir 
Rober  ^  Ferguson ;  but,  though  he  did 
not  complain  of  its  having  been  placed 
there,  his  name  w.as  added  to  that  bill 
when  he  bad  left  town.  Indeed,  one  of 
those  hon.  Gentlemen,  in  writing  to  ac- 
quai  nt  him  with  the  fact  of  his  name 
having  been  annexed  to  the  bill,  had 
jocu   rly  told  him  that  it  was  a  forgery. 

Colonel  Rawdon  said,  that  the  noble 
Lord  took  great  credit  to  himself  for 
agreeing  to  much,  with  reference  to  the 
provisions  of  his  bill,  with  the  Ulster  As- 
sociation. He  begged  to  inform  the  noble 
Lord,  however,  that  the  origin  of  that 
Mtociation  was  the  noble  Loras  bill  itself 
Qfigio  not  fpandedi   too*  io  aoy 


agreement  with  that  bill,  but  in  oppositioa 
to  it.  He  must  say  that  he  considered  it 
somewhat  disingenuous  on  the  part  pf 
the  noble  Lord  to  claim  this  agreement 
with  the  opinions  of  the  Ulster  Associa- 
tion. A  report  of  that  association  showed 
that  its  opinions,  especially  with  referenee 
to  the  right  of  appeal  as  given  in  the  noble 
Lord's  bill  were  opposed  to  his.  The  as* 
sociatioo  contended  that  they  would  grant 
a  right  of  appeal  as  to  matters  of  law,  but 
not  as  to  matters  of  fact ;  and  they  were 
particular  in  stating,  with  respect  to  the 
question  of  the  franchise,  that  it  should 
depend  on  a  more  simple  and  uniform 
test  than  at  present.  With  regard  to  these 
and  some  other  points,  the  noble  Lord 
was,  then,  not  quite  correct  as  to  the 
opinions  of  the  Ulster  Association.  By 
the  way,  he  could  not  refrain,  before  he 
sat  down,  from  congratulating  the  noble 
Lord  on  his  new  love  for  associations.  He 
could  assure  him,  however,  that  the  Ulster 
Liberal  Association  was  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  noble  Lord  and  his  bill. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  of 
adjourning  the  Debate : — Ayes  71 ;  Noes 
261 :— Majority  190. 
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Yorke,  hon.  E.  T.  Fremantle,  Sir  T. 

Young,  J.  Baring,  H. 

Original  MotioD  agreed  to,  Bill  to  be 
brought  10. — Adjourned. 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Wednesday  J  February  3,  1 84 1 . 

MrifOTn.]  Nrw  Wbits.— St.  AnMms,  flee  lion.  Edward 

Harbottle  Grimstoo,  Chiltero  Hundreds. 
Petitions  presented.    By  Sir  E.  B.  Vere,  firom  placet  In 

Suflblk>  in  fitvour  of  Chuidi  Extension. 

The  latb  J.  Rickman,  Esq.^  Lord 
John  Rtusell : — Sir,  in  rising  to  move 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  which 
I  have  aven  notice  with  respect  to  the  late 
Mr.  Rickman,  expressing  its  sense  with 
regard  to  the  length  and  the  meritorious 
nature  of  the  services,  I  am  sure  it  is  one 
which  will  call  for  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  House.  No  man  could  have  been 
more  eligible  or  better  fitted  for  the  im- 
|>ortant  situation  he  so  long  occupied ;  and 
no  man  was  more  eminent  for  a  knowledge 
of  the  privileges,  precedents,  and  every 
thing  which  rdated  to  the  practice  of  the 
House.  I  wish.  Sir,  I  could,  without  vio- 
lating any  of  the  forms  of  the  House,  add 
something  to  the  resolution,  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  House  of  Mr.  Riclcman's  ser- 
vices to  the  country  generally,  by  his  la- 
bours in  everything  relating  to  all  matters 
of  public  interest  where  statistical  informa- 
tion could  be  required.  No  one  can  feel 
more  strongly  than  I  do  the  value  of  his 
services  in  matters  of  that  kind ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  we  must  confine  our  Reso- 
lution to  the  services  performed  by  Mr. 
Rickman  to  this  House.  I  therefore  move 
this  Resolution :— - 

<'  That  this  House  entertains  a  just  and  high 
sense  of  the  distinguished  and  exemplary  man- 
ner in  which  John  Rickman,  Esq.,  late  Clerk 
Assistant  of  this  House,  uniformly  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  situation  during  his  long 
attendance  at  the  Table  of  this  House.'* 

Mr.  Goulbum  :  Sir,— I  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  to  mark  my  sense  of  the  services 
of  Mr.  Rickman  by  seconding  the  motion 
of  the  noble  Lord.  It  was  my  good  for- 
tune to  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Rickman  at  a  very  early  period,  before  he 
occupied  a  seat  at  that  Table,  where  the 
manner  in  which  he  uniformly  discharged 
his  duties  calls  upon  the  House  now  to 
express  its  great  regret  at  his  loss.  Mr. 
Rickman  was  distinguished  at  that  time  by 
all  those  qualities  which  have  been  enu- 
merated by  the  noble  Lord,  and  there  was  an 
universal  feeling  of  approbation  and  pleasure 
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when  Mr.  Rickman  was  appointed  to  the 
office  he  so  long  filled,  I  feel  Justified 
in  saying  he  filled  it  not  only  with  8Bti»« 
faction  to  the  House,  but  to  every  indiW* 
dual  Member  of  it ;  and  in  saying  that,  I 
am  not  only  expressing  my  individual 
sentiments,  but  the  sentiments  of  every 
one  hearing  me  —  1  have  often  myself 
experienced  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Rickman'a 
knowledge  on  sul^ects  in  general,  for  he 
was  ever  ready  to  impart  to  others  the  in- 
formation he  had  acquired,  and  to  enaUe 
those  who  took  part  in  the  debates  of  the 
House  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the 
subjects  to  which  their  attention  was  di- 
rected, and  without  which  knowledge  thegr 
would  have  been  scarcely  able  to  place  their 
views  clearly  and  accurately  before  the  House* 
For  myself,  therefore,  I  most  cordially  join  in 
the  sentiments  which  have  been  expressed  by 
the  noble  Lord  in  this  tribute  of  respect  to 
Mr.  Rickman ;  and  I  am  sure,  that  the  ooun* 
try  also  is  deeply  indebted  to  him.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  there  will  be  a  general  feeling 
among  those  who  have  known  the  extent 
and  value  of  his  labours  to  express  that 
opinion  unanimously,  and  thus  to  mark  the 
sense  of  the  House  of  his  services. 

Mr.  Hume:  Sir, — I  am  unwilling  to 
allow  this  vote  to  pass  without  expressing 
my  humble  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  late  Mr.  Rickman.  I  have  never  known 
a  public  officer  so  modest,  so  unassuming^ 
possessed  of  such  varied  knowledge  re. 
specting  the  afiairs  of  Parliament,  and  yet  so 
ready  to  affi>rd  every  information  to  othenk 
The  labours  of  Mr.  Rickman  generally  In 
statistical  matters,  to  which  f  have  paid 
particular  attention  have  been  highly  valu- 
able, and  specially  as  regards  the  pr^ace  to 
the  population  returns, — will  stand  un- 
rivalled in  the  amount  of  information,  and 
in  the  concise  manner  in  which  he  brought 
it  before  this  House.  I  therefore  most  cor- 
dially concur  in  expressing  my  sense  of  tihe 
value  of  his  services.  I  may  add  that  I 
had  frequently,  occasion  to  consult  him  on 
matters  connected  with  the  rules  of  this 
House,  and  the  documents  before  it,  and  I 
always  found  him  most  friendly,  and  ready 
to  afford  every  information  in  his  power. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  received  the  moat 
valuable  assistance  from  Mr.  Rickman  in 
my  various  duties  in  this  House ;  and  no 
man  who  saw  the  manner  in  which  he  dis- 
charsedhis  duties  at  the  Table  of  this  House, 
coulddoubt  the  valueof  his  services.  I  there, 
fore,  most  cordially  support  the  motion. 

Sir  R.  H.  Inglis :  Sir, — I  desire  to  bear 
my  part  in  this  eeneral  testimony  of  re- 
spect to  the  late  Mr.  Rickman,  aoid  to  the 
I  11 
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value  of  his  services  to  the  House.  My 
noble  Friend  has  stated,  that  it  does  not 
form  any  part  of  hu  resolution  to  express  | 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  other  parts  of 
his  conduct  and  labour^  because  it  did  not 
appear  to  him  that  this  was  the  proper  tri- 
bunal to  pay  the  tribute  of  respect  due  to 
the  general  services  rendered  by  him.  Were 
it  not  for  this.  Sir,  there  are  many  Mem- 
bers who  would  conlially  bear  their  testi- 
mony to  the  value  of  the  assistance  derived, 
not  merely  from  the  personal  services  of 
Mr.  Rickman  in  this  place,  but  from  his 
seneral  knowledge  and  deep  and  accurate 
information  on  every  branch  of  statistics. 
It  was  stated  of  Mr.  Rickman  by  one  of 
his  earliest  friends,  the  late  Charles  Lamb, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  the  most  matter 
and  the  fewest  words ;  in  fact,  his  voice 
was  scarcely  ever  heard  except  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  general  information ; 
and  when  a  question  was  put  to  him,  he 
gave  his  answers  in  a  manner  unrivalled 
for  precision  and  accuracy,  and  which 
equally  characterized  all  his  communica- 
tions. Sir, — The  value  of  Mr.  Rickman*s 
services  has  been  experienced  in  this  House 
in  another  department  of  great  importance 
to  the  House, —  I  mean  the  library.  It 
must  be  known  to  many  Members  that  it 
was  Mr.  Rickman  who  drew  up  a  general 
sketch  of  the  library,  intituled,  '^  Catalogue 
of  Books  in  the  Library  at  the  House  of 
Commous/'  a  clussical  sketch  of  the  books 
which  ought  to  form  the  basis  of  a  Parlia- 
mentary library.  To  many  Gentlemen  it  is 
not  necessary  I  should  refer  to  his  labours 
with  regard  to  the  population  returns ;  but 
I  would  venture  to  say,  that  independently 
of  its  instructiveness  a  more  entertain- 
ing preface  than  the  one  to  the  last 
census  can  scarcely  be  found  to  any  work. 
These  are  minor  matters,  which  hardly  de- 
serve to  be  mentioned  when  s^H^akinc  of 
the  value  of  his  services  as  an  officer  of  the 
House.  It  is  from  the  discharge  of  his 
graver  duties,  and  the  important  assistance 
which  he  has  rendered  to  every  man  who  has 
borne  a  jmrt  in  the  public  proceetlings  of 
the  House,  that  his  claim  upon  the  grati- 
tude of  the  House  and  the  country  arises. 
For  his  services  in  rchition  to  the  popula- 
tion returns,  and  the  alwtracU  furnished  of 
tlioMC  returns,  he  was  allowed  a  certain 
sum  ;  but  I  believe  it  was  never  more  than 
sufficient  to  defray  the  necessary  cx|)enses 
incurred  ;  and  I  have  good  reason  to  know 
that  he  also  incurred  considerable  expense 
(though  some  of  thoj«,  in  whose  service  it 
was  incurred,  might  think  it  inconsiderable) 
out  of  hi:f  own  iHKkct.  But,  Sir,  the  prcdo- 


minant  claim  which  he  has  to  the  attention  of 
this  House  in  particular,  is  the  facility  with 
which  weare  now  fumislicd  with  information 
of  what  passes  in  the  House,  in  consequence 
of  the  alterations  which  he  suggested.  It 
will  be  recollected  by  many  of  my  hon. 
Friends,  that  formerly  the  votes  were  not 
delivered  till  four  days  after  the  business 
had  occurred,  and  that  it  was  in  the  year 
1817,  in  a  paper  which  Mr.  Rickman  sent 
to  the  Speaker,  he  suggested  the  alteration 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Houss,  and 
which  led  to  the  present  plan.  The  form 
of  recording  the  business  of  the  House  was 
so  cumbrous,  that  four  days  were  necessary 
to  produce  the  votes ;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
evil  of  that  delay,  at  that  time  Members  bad 
not  the  advantage  of  receiving  notice  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  House  on  the  following 
day.  All  these  facilities  emanated,  I  may 
say,  directly  from  Mr.  Rickman;  they  were 
of  course  the  act  of  the  House ;  but  it  was 
upon  the  paper  drawn  by  him  in  181 7  tlMt 
your  predecessor  acted,  and  upon  which  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  founded.  For 
all  these  reasons  I  most  cordially  cancer  in 
the  motion  which  has  been  placed  in  jrour 
hands  by  my  noble  friend. 

Mr.  Dernal:  Sir, — 1  should  be  very 
sorry  to  allow  this  opportenity  to  pass 
without  adding  my  testimony  to  the  value 
of  the  services  of  our  late  Clerk  Aasisl- 
ant ;  I  have  reason  to  speak  of  his  me- 
rits, for  I  had  good  opportunity  of  testing 
them.  Sir, — Mr.  Ricknmn  possessed  stores 
of  knowled^,  deep,  varied,  and  extensive, 
not  only  with  regard  to  Parliamentary  mat- 
ters, but  other  subjects  connected  with  the 
history  of  the  country  generally.  He  was 
an  excellent  schokr ;  and  I  never  applied 
to  Mr.  Rickman  when  he  was  not  ready  to 
aflbrd  me  the  information  reciuircd.  He  was 
not  slow  to  impart  his  knowledge  to  those 
who  sought  his  assistance :  he  was  solid  in 
matter,  though  brief  in  language.  When 
first  1  had  the  honour  of  sitting  at  that 
Table  as  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  I  derived  con- 
stantly the  most  valuable  assistance  from 
Mr.  Rickman:  he  had  the  merit,  and  a 
most  valuable  merit  it  was,  of  unwcar>'ing 
industry  ;  and  if  he  postNi^sid  a  great  and 
deep  store  of  knowletfgc  and  learning,  he 
day  by  day  added  to  that  store  of  know- 
ledge, and  he  was  not  slow  in  the  coniuiu- 
nication  of  it  to  those  who  needed  it ;  I  can 
bear  good  testimony  to  that,  because  the 
little  knowledge  I  have  derived,  while  sil- 
tin;;  ut  that  Table,  i.H  owing  to  tlic  kinducsb 
and  uincuity  (»r  our  lamented  Friend. 

The  rcauhitioii    wja  thcu   put    by  the 
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Voti  of  Thanks. 
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Speaker,  and  agreed  to  nemine  conlradu 
cemle. 
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HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Thursday,  February  4,  1841. 

M nrOTOB.]    New  Pjbsr. — Lord  Holland  took  hte  Seat  fbr 
Ibe  int  time,  on  aeeeding  to  the  Peerage  on  the  Demise 
.  of  hte  Father. 

Sir  R.  Stopford. — Votb  of  Thanks.] 
Tlie  Earl  of  Minio  rose,  id  pursuance  of 
the  notice  which  he  had  given,  to  move 
the  thanks  of  the  House  to  Admiral  Sir 
Robert  Stopford,  G.C.6.,  and  the  officers 
and  men  employed  under  his  command  in 
the  Jate  operations  on  the  coast  of  Syria. 
In  doing  so,  he  should  detain  their  Lord- 
ships for  a  very  few  moments,  because  he 
felt  that  it  was  really  unnecessary  tliat  he 
should  enter  into  any  details  with  refer- 
ence to  events  with  which  their  Lordships 
must  be  perfectly  familiar.  It  was  true, 
that,  on  many  former  occasions,  the  British 
fleet  had  been  called  into  action  against 
more  formidable  enemies,  and  had  been 
engaged  in  more  sanguinary  contests  ;  but 
he  was  sure  their  Lordships  would  admit 
that  throughout  the  whole  course  of  these 
operations  on  the  coast  of  Syria,  abundant 
proofs  were  given  of  the  skill,  of  the 
bravery,  of  the  resources,  of  that  originality 
of  enterprise,  and  of  character,  which 
had  always  distinguished  the  British 
navy.  But  there  was  one  very  peculiar 
circumstance  connected  with  these  opera- 
tions which  he  wished  particularly  to 
press  on  their  Lordships'  attention.  He 
alluded  to  the  singular  rapidity  with 
which,  and  the  very  short  space  of  time  in 
which,  those  many  brave  and  gallant 
enterprises,  all  of  which  ended  in  the  most 
complete  success,  were  effected.  On  the 
9th  of  September,  after  receiving  the  re- 
fusal of  the  pacha  to  accede  to  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  Sultan,  Sir  Robert  Stop- 
forci  appeared  before  Beyrout ;  and,  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  single  day,  nay,  he  might 
say,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  hour,  he 
launched  Commodore  Napier  on  that  career 
of  victory  and  success,  which  he  so  unre- 
mittingly continued  to  pursue  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  campaign.  On  the  9th 
of  September,  Commodore  Napier  landed 
at  Djouni,  a  bold  and  able  operation  in 
the  midst  of  superior  forces;  and  on  the 
3rd  of  November,  the  contest  was  concluded 
by  the  reduction  of  the  fortress  of  Acre. 
In  those  few  weeks,  the  mountaineers  had 
been  armed  and  organized,  and  every  gar- 


rison, every  magazine,  and  every  towin  in 
short,  the  whole  extent  of  coast  from  Tn*- 
poli  to  Jaffa  had  been  reduced  by  one  or 
other  of  the  detachments  of  our  fleet. 
Commodore  Napier  had  twice  marched  on 
shore  against  the  forces  of  Soliman  and  of 
Ibrahim  which  he  routed  and  disponed} 
and  in  the  interval  between  these  two 
actions  had  proceeded  to  Sidon,  which  ho 
entered  by  storm  at  the  head  of  a  mixed 
force  of  British,  Austrians,  and  Turki, 
amounting  to  scarcely  1,000  men,  and 
from  which  he  returned,  bringing  in  his 
train,  nearly  3,000  prisoners.  He  had  Ukt 
it  necessary  to  dwell  on  the  rapidity  with 
which  these  conquests  were  effected,  be- 
cause in  this  contest,  time  was  every  thing. 
It  .was  not  only  most  important  to  the 
efficacy  of  our  operations,  but,  if  the  con- 
test had  been  protracted  to  another  cam- 
paign, it  might  have  been  attended  with 
disastrous  consequences  to  the  peace  of 
Europe.  Asa  further  proof  of  the  promp- 
titude which  characterized  the  whole  of 
these  transactions,  he  begged  leave  to 
refer  to  Sir  Robert  Stopford's  despatdi 
of  the  31st  of  October.  He  there  stated, 
that  he  had  just  received  instructions  from 
Government  to  reduce  the  fortress  of  Acre, 
an  undertaking  which  had  already  engf^ed 
his  attention.  That  resolution  was  taken 
on  the  29th  of  September.  On  the  31st  of 
October,  he  wrote  that  all  the  arrange- 
ments were  completed,  and  that  he  was 
prepared.  In  fact,  the  expedition  sailed  on 
that  day,  and  in  three  days  from  the  date  of 
his  letter,  the  fortress  had  fallen  before 
British  valour.  The  Admiral  was  most 
ably  and  gallantly  seconded  in  all  his  ope- 
rations by  Admiral  Bandeira,  who  com- 
manded the  Austrian  squadron,  in  which 
the  spirit  and  gallantry  of  the  Archduke 
Frederick  was  eminently  conspicuous.  In 
Commodore  Napier's  account  of  the  attack 
on  Sidon,  he  spoke  in  the  very  highest  tennis 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Archduke  ;  and  at 
Acre  he  landed  during  the  night  along 
with  the  marines  of  his  ship,  in  order  to 
to  secure  the  entrance  of  the  town  and 
fortress,  a  resolution  highly  creditable  to 
the  spirit  and  activity  of  this  young 
Prince.  To  Admiral  Walker  much  praise 
was  due.  His  services  had  eminently  con- 
tributed to  the  success  of  her  Majesty's 
arms.  He  was  in  every  action — had  gal- 
lantly maintained  that  reputation  in 
the  British  navy — which  had  obtained 
for  him  the  high  post  which  he  now 
so  ably  filled,  as  commander  of  the 
Turkish  fleet.     He  felt  that  it  was  quite 
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unnocoiimy  for  him  to  add  one  word  more, 
IB  order  to  induce  their  Lordihips  to  con- 
cur in  the  vote  of  thanks  which  it  would 
be  hit  duty  to  conclude  by  proposing.  He 
would  only  repoat,  tlwt  throughout  the 
whole  of  thcee  operations  British  ralour 
and  skill  wore  most  conspicuous;  more 
ctpocially  in  the  last  achie^'euicnt,  the  at- 
tack on  the  fortress  of  Acre,  where  the 
precision  and  accuracy  of  the  British  lire 
|irofc«l  that  we  had  atldotl  a  new  clement 
of  atronffth  and  power  to  the  British  nary* 
From  what  had  Wn  done  on  this  occasion 
by  British  skill  and  valour,  tlieir  Ijordships 
might  judge  what  the  British  nary,  if 
calknl  upon,  was  able  to  effect ;  and  showed 
that  the  talents  and  brarery  of  the  offici^re 
and  sailors  of  Britain  had  not  in  any  di>- 
gree  deteriorated.  He  hopeil  their  I^ortl- 
tihips  luid  the  country  would  receive  this  as 
an  earnest  of  what  they  miglit  expect, 
dhould»  unfortunately,  the  ileet  be  hnnight 
into  any  more  ftirniidable  collision.  In  his 
opinion,  the  gallant  ixindiH^t  and  consum- 
mate skill  manifested  by  our  othcers  and 
salkNTS  had  giren  the  best  answer  to  all 
those  cavils  and  complaints  of  the  degenc- 
racy  and  decay  of  the  British  Aeet  which 
haa  been  made  in  many  quarters  during 
the  past  year.  On  that  head  he  would  not 
add  auotncr  word.  All  must  feel  that  the 
brave  men  in  the  fleet  had  giren  a  much 
better  answer  to  the  calurouv  than  any 
which  ho  could  offer.  The  noble  Earl  then 
moved 

*«Tlie  thanks  of  the  Houtc  to  Admiral  Sir 
U.  Stopfonli,  IffAMV,  for  tlic  oncraiinns  ct>n- 
ductr«l  by  liiin  on  the  coati  of  Svri.i,  particu- 
larly for  thr  decisive  attack  on  inn  fortress  of 
Aert  on  the  :ul  of  Novomhcr  IrtU);  to  Com- 
modttre  Sir  i\  Napier,  K.C^.B  ,  and  the  several 
eaplanit  undoAlrera  of  the  fleet  employed  on  the 
eoaMt  uf  .Syria }  and  ihat  Itie  House  highly  ap- 
provvtul'  thoMurvicciuf  the  »oamen  and  Uoyal 
Marines  employiiU  un  the  occasion.  Also,  tliat 
the  thanks  of  the  House  be  given  to  Major- 
Orneral  Sir  (*  Sniiih  ami  the  lloyal  Artillery 
and  RnRineerx  serving  under  his  command  on 
the  roast  of  Syrl.i ;  to  Hc.v-Admiral  Baron 
Bamleira  and  ihn  naval  force  under  his  com- 
mand,  for  iheir  valiinhle  aiaistsnce  and  co* 
oneration  iluring  the  proceedings  un  the  rout 
ulSj/ria;  and  to  Sir  B.  Walker, cominauder  of 
llie  Ii4vy  of  hu  llighneu  U«e  Sultan;  and  thai 
the  l.ord  (MiancttUor  he  Utrcctod  to  Mitnify  tha 
same  to  Adiniial  Sir  Koheit  Stopfortl.** 

l.nni  (hivkritttr  heiirlily  connirrofl  in 
Iha  tribute  of  praise  which  the  nolde  Karl 
had  beatoVMl  on  the  navy  in  moving  this 
volv  «ir  thanks.  (Sreat  a^  nuijit  be  the 
•Miaraotioo  of  the  noble  Karl,  that  these 


events  had  taken  place  while  he  was  el  tiie 
head  of  the  Admiralty,   that  satisfiMtieB 
must  be  much  increased  by  the  reflectioa, 
that  one    of  the  officers  commanding  m 
ship  employed   in   the  late  operations  on 
the  coast  of  Syria  was  a  son  of  the  noble 
Earl.    The  noble  Earl  had  so  fully  de* 
scribed  the  aeries  of  operations  which  had 
taken  place,  that  he   would  not  trouble 
their  Lordships  by  going  over  the  same 
ground.     He  would  only  say,  that  he  en- 
tirely concurred  in  all  that  had  feJIen  from 
the  noble  Earl,as  to  the  actirity  and  daunt- 
less courage  displayed  by  .^ir  C  Napier, 
and  in  tlie  tribute  of  praise  which  the  noble 
Earl  had  given  to  the  officers  and  senrocn 
employed,  more  especially  for  the  gallantry 
which  thev  had  shown  in  the  attack  on  the 
fortress  of  Acre.    The  noble  Lord  had  nl- 
ludod  to  a  supposed  complaint,  that  the 
navy  of  England  had  degenerated.    He 
was  not  aware  that  any  stich  chaq^  had 
been  brought  against  the  offioersand  aeanea 
employed  in  the  naval  acrvice.    Charm 
had  certainly  been  made  against  the  civil 
administration  of  the  navy,  which  this  was 
not   the    proper  omKwtnnity  to  diacim; 
Imt  he  had  never  neard  of  any  eharge  of 
degeneracy  made  against  the  navy  itaelf. 
He  would  take  that  opportunity  to  oUhr 
his  tribute  of  praise  to  Sir  Robert  Stoplbrd, 
and  with  that  view  he  would  advert  for 
a  few  momenta  to  the  previous  aervioea  of 
that  gallant  officer.  Were  he  to  go  through 
the    whole    of  those  services,    he  woold 
have  to  recount  to  their  Lordidiipe  the  navml 
history  of  thi«  country  for  nearly  sixty  ycart 
past.     Sir  Robert  Stopfbnl  had  begun  hit 
career    with  the  victory  of   Rodney,    in 
whose  fleet  he  had  served.     He  had  on 
many  prtwious  occasions  received  the  thanks 
of  that  FInuse  for  his  gallant  services.   On 
the   1st  of  June,   1794,  Sir   R.  Stopfbfd 
commanded  one  of  the  frtffatea  attached  to 
Lord  Howe's  Heet.     He  then  received  the 
thanks  of  the  House  as  one  of  the  captaina 
engaged  on  that  racmnrable  occasion.     In 
1806  he  commanded  a  line  of  battle  ship, 
under  Admiral  Duckworth,  in  the  action 
off  .St.  Domingo,  and  received  the  thanks 
of  Parliament  as  one  of  the  captains  who 
had  fmight  under  that  gallant  commander. 
Again  he  had  received  thanks  for  his  con- 
duct  in   the  cx|>e<lition  to  Copenhagen ; 
and,  in  1812.   by  name,  for   his  services 
in^  the  capture   of  the   island    of   .Tava, 
this  last  expedition  being  one  of  so  much 
imnnrtaiice,  that  the  Ciovemor-geoeral  of 
IndiH  left  his  gorernnient  to  accompany  it 
in  person.     In  1830,  after  having  held  the 
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oMHna&d  mt  Portsuoutb,  fiili  of  jeara  and 
fiMMNirSy  he  might  have  expected  to  retire 
from  active  eerrioe,  being  then  nearly 
seventy  yeare  of  age,  but  his  country  re* 
quired  his  services,  and  now,  for  four  years, 
lie  had  commanded  in  the  Mediterranean 
-•-«n  eenployment  which,  from  the  political 
state  of  the  countries  bordering  on  that  sea 
was  one  of  the  roost  arduous  nature.  In  the 
hostilities  of  last  year  his  former  skill  and 
talent  had  been  brought  into  action,  and 
he  had  given  new  itroof  of  the  ability  and 
judgment  that  bad  ever  characterised  him, 
by  the  late  glorious  operation  before  Acre, 
that  fortress,  which  had  been  deemed  im- 
pregnable, having  been,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  hours,  redact  to  ruins  by  the  skill  and 
courage  of  the  British  fleet  under  his  com* 
maud,  and  the  question  of  the  Levant, 
which  had  so  nearly  disturbed  the  peace 
of  Europe,  been  in  consequence  settled. 
Those  services,  in  his  opinion,  demanded 
the  warmest  thanks  of  the  House.  Thanks 
were  all  that  this  House  could  bestow ;  but 
he  did  trust,  ^at  while  honors  and  de- 
coratioBB  were  liberally  bestowed  on  other 
officers  who  had  been  employed  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Acre,  their  gallant  commander,  who 
had  not  yet  received  any  mark  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's approbation,  would  not  ultimately 
be  n^ilected,  but  that  the  name  of  the 
conqueror  of  Acpo  might  be  soon  enrolled 
in  this  Houae^aa  it  woqld  at  all  events  be 
hereafter  in  the  annals  of  his  country  — 
with  those  of  the  victors  of  Algiers,  of 
Bliurtpore,  aiidof  Ghisnee.  He  had  thought 
it  right,  as  a  member  of  the  naval  profes- 
mn,  thus  briefly  to  state  his  sentiments. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  expressed  his 
cordial  approbation  of  the  services  per- 
formed by  the  navy  in  the  Mediterranean, 
which  well  deserved  the  thanks  of  the 
House,  He  was  sorry  that  the  noble  Earl 
bad  adverted  to  any  supposed  complaints 
or  cavils  with  respect  to  the  degeneracy 
of  the  naval  service.  For  his  own  part  he 
had  never  heard  any  such  charge  made  in 
that  House.  The  noble  Earl  had  also  ad- 
verted to  the  time  when  these  operations 
had  taken  place,  and  he  could  not  avoid 
expressing  his  regret  that  the  noble  Earl 
had  made  the  remark  on  this  occasion. 
That  was  a  matter  entirely  irrelevant  to 
the  present  question,  for  all  they  had  to 
do  waa  to  record  their  thanka  for  the  ser- 
vices that  had  been  performed  by  those 
who  were  engaged  in  this  glorious  expe- 
dition. He  bad  had  a  little  experience  in 
setvioii  of  ibis  nature,  and  be  tbougbt  it 


his  duty  to  warn  their  Lordshipa  on  thk' 
occasion,  that  tbey  muat  not  alwaye  tx«- 
pect'that  ships,  however  well  oommandedt 
or  however  gallant  thetr  aeamen  might  be^ 
were  capable  of  commonly  engaging  aue-^ 
ceasfully  with  slone  walls.  He  btd  no  mm 
collection,  in  all  his  experience,  ezeepC 
the  recent  instance  on  the  coast  of  6yrin^ 
of  any  fort  being  taken  by  abipe,  e*^ 
cepting  two  or  three  years  ago,  when  the 
fort  of  St.  Jean  d'Ulloa  was  captured  "by 
tlie  French  fleet.  That  was,  he  thought,; 
the  single  instance  that  he  recollectedr 
though  he  believed  that  something  of  thr 
sort  had  occurred  at  the  siege  of  Havan* 
nab,  in  1763.  The  present  achievement 
he  considered  one  of  the  greatest  deeds  nl 
modem  timet.  That  was  his  opinion, 
and  he  gave  the  highest  credit  to  thosfr 
who  had  performed  such  a  service.  It 
was  altogether  a  most  skilful  proceeding. 
He  was  greatly  surprised  at  the  small 
number  of  men  that  were  lost  on  board 
the  fleet;  and  on  inquiring  how  it  hap* 
pened,  he  discovered  that  it  was  because 
the  vessels  were  moored  within  one<*third 
of  the  ordinary  distance.  The  guns  of 
the  fortress  were  intended  to  strike  objoctt 
at  a  greater  distance,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  the  shot  went  over  the  shipa 
that  were  anchored  at  one-third  of  the 
usual  distance.  By  that  means  they  sus- 
tained not  more  than  1-1 0th  of  the  loat 
which  they  would  otherwise  have  expe-' 
rienced.  Not  less  than  500  pieces  of  ord^ 
nance  were  directed  against  the  walls; 
and  the  precision  with  which  the  fire  waa 
kept  up^  the  position  of  the  vessels,  and 
lastly  the  blowing  up  of  the  large  maga* 
zine,  all  aided  in  achieving  this  great  victory 
in  so  short  a  time.  He  had  thought  it  right 
to  say  thus  much,  because  he  wished  to 
warn  their  Lordships  against  supposing 
that  such  deeds  as  this  could  be  efieeted 
every  day.  He  would  repeat,  that  this 
was  a  singular  instance,  in  the  achievement 
of  which  great  skill  was  undoubtedly  maw 
nifested,  but  which  was  also  conoeeled 
with  peculiar  circumstances  which  they 
could  not  hope  always  to  oocur.  It  mns|» 
not  therefore  be  expected  as  a  matter  oJF 
course,  that  all  such  attempts  in  future 
must  necessarily  succeed. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  said,  their  Lord- 
ships  must  feel,  after  the  very  lucid  state, 
ments  which  had  been  made  to  them  by 
the  noble  Lord,  and  by  the  noble  Dnbo/ 
that  it  would  be  perfectly  absurd  for  bin 
to  enter  into  any  I^Hber  stateroeDte, 
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take  up  any  more  of  their  time ;  but  he 
could  not  help  expressing  how  perfectly 
he  concurred  in  the  opinions  which  had 
been  given,  and  how  satisfied  he  was  that 
at  no  period  had  the  British  nary  ex« 
hibited  an  act  of  greater  bravery  and  skill. 
Taking  it  altogether,  no  affair  had  been 
more  rapidly  or  more  ably  conceived  and 
executed  than  the  siege  of  Acre ;  and  he 
perfectly  concurred  with  the  noble  Lord 
m  stating,  that  any  man  who  thought  the 
navy  was  in  any  way  degenerated — that 
any  nan  who  at  any  time  was  so  un- 
fbrtunate  as  to  have  thought  so— must 
oo  this  occasion  feel  perfectly  satisfied 
that  all  his  conceptions  had  been  mis- 
taken. 

Lord  Hill  begged  to  express  his  perfect 
concurrence  in  the  approbation  which  had 
been  bestowed  on  that  part  of  the  service 
which  at  all  times,  and  on  every  oppor- 
tunity, had  been  distinguished  for  its 
valour  and  good  conduct.  It  also  gave 
him  pleaaure  to  6nd  included  in  the  vote 
of  thanks,  his  gallant  friend  Sir  Charles 
Smith,  and  the  officers  of  the  engineers. 

The  Earl  of  Minto  begged  to  assure  the 
noble  Duke,  that  in  attempts  against 
fintresaes  by  ships  of  war,  he  was  fully 
sensible,  from  conversation  with  able  men 
(and  he  never  met  with  an  able  man  who 
was  not  a  sensible  one),  of  the  great  dis- 
advantages under  which  ships  must  always 
labour  when  brought  to  operate  against 
walls  and  fortresses.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  we  might  trust  to  the  prudence 
and  discretion  of  our  officers  so  to  govern 
their  love  of  enterprise  as  not  to  undertake 
aay  attack  of  this  description  without  a 
fair  prospect  of  success— such  a  fair  pros* 
peet  of  succeu  as  the  gallant  Admiral  felt 
IM  had  before  him  when  he  went  to  Acre. 
Of  late  years,  a  great  and  remarkable  irn* 
pnivement  had  taken  place  in  gunnery. 
The  practice  before  Acre  was  one  of  the 
graaleal  examples  of  this ;  in  it  the  fire 
was  aoch  as  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
withstand  with  any  degpree  of  steadiness. 
Tbia  he  considered  was  a  new  power  ac- 
qaiiad  to  the  navy  of  late  years,  and  one 
whieh  rendered  an  attack  on  stone  walls 
and  fortresses  a  much  less  dangerous  un- 
dertaking than  it  might  have  been  in  the 
daya  of  more  random  firinr.  The  attack 
oo  Algiera  had  been  made  under  much 
gvaater  dhadvantages  than  the  recent  one 
on  Aere,  ovin^  to  the  great  improvementa 
in  funnery  aioce  that  time.  Knowing 
that  the  noble  Duke  only  meant  to  give  a 


caution  against  rash  enterprises,'  be 
not  believe  that  the  noble  Duke  meant 
to  give  his  great  authoritv  to  a  statement 
that  the  power  of  ships  of  war  was  never 
to  be  ventured  against  batteries  oo  shore. 

The  Duke  of  WelUngtm  did  not  main 
to  say  that  ships  of  war  should  never  do 
such  a  thing.     He  stated  a  fact. 

Resolutions  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Trial  of  the  Eael  or  Cardigaii.] 
The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  bronght  np  the 
third  report  from  the  '*  committee  appcSnted 
to  inspect  the  journals  upon  former  trials 
of  peers  in  criminal  cases,  and  to  consicler 
the  proper  methods  of  proceeding,  in  order 
to  bring  James  Thomas,  Earl  of  Car- 
digan, to  a  speedy  trial,  and  to  report  to 
the  House  what  they  shall  think  proper 
thereupon,"  &c.  It  referred  first  to  the 
accommodation  that  can  be  provided  on 
the  occasion  of  the  said  trial,  viz. : — 

In  the  bodv  of  the  House  •  300 
In  the  gallery  on  the  rigbt*hand 

side  of  the  House  •  .  60 
In  the  gallery  on  the  left-hand  side 

of  the  House 

In  the  present  gallery  at  the 
end  of  the  House    . 

In  the  new  gallery  in  fttMit  of 
the  same  (to  be  reserved  for 
the  tickets  issued  to  the 
Royal  Family,  Peeresses, 
the  wives  of  the  eldest  sons 
of  Peers,  and  Peers' daugh- 
ters)        .... 

Seats  below  the  bar    . 
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It  next  laid  down  regulations  for  the 
distribution  of  tickets  of  admission,  and 
concluded  with  recommending  that  the 
following  orders  be  made  by  the  Iloose, 
vix. : — 

**  That  none  be  covered  at  the  said  trial  but 
the  Lords. 

**  That  the  SefjeaDt^t^Arasi  be  wtthia  tke 
House  to  make  proclamations,  whieh  are  lo 
be  made  in  the  Queeo'i  naiae,  for  keeping 
silence.'* 

These  recommendations  were  put,  and 
adopted  by  their  Lordships. 

CiiuacnRATRs.]  hoiiBrtmgham  saM 
he  had  a  petitkMi  to  preeent  Imn  the  in-' 
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babitants  of  the  town  of  Leicester,  or 
r^iber  from  the  members  of  the  Society  of 
the  .Friends  of  Religious  Liberty  in  public 
meeting  assembled.  This  meeting,  as  he 
understood,  was  held. upon  the  2drd  of  last 
month ;  it  was  most  numerously  and  re- 
spectably attended,  and  the  meeting,  una- 
nimously came  to  the  resolution  of  ad- 
dressing their  Lordships  by  petition.  AN 
though  the  petition  was  only  signed  by 
the  respectable  chairman,  the  Mayor  of 
Leicester,  and,  therefore,  according  to  the  , 
forms  of  their  Lordships'  House,  could 
only  be  received  as  the  petition  of  the  indi- 
vidual signing,  it,  nevertheless  it  expressed 
the  unanimous  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
the  numerous  and  respectable  body  that 
was  assembled  on  the  occasion.  The  pe- 
titioners stated  that  they  considered  the 
ieiying  of  church-rates  in  England  to  be 
a  grievous  wrong  inflicted  upon  a  large 
portion  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  who 
were  heavily  and  unequally  burdened,  in- 
asmuch as  that,  whilst  they  felt,  bound  to 
provide  for  the  maintenance  of  their  own 
religious  worship,  they  were  at  the  same 
time,  in  opposition  to  their  own  sincere 
and  honest  conviction,  compelled  to  con- 
tribute towards  the  support  of  a  Church 
from  which  they  derived  no  spiritual  con- 
solatioo.  The  petitioners  also  complained, 
as  a  great  agg^vation  of  the  infliction 
upon  them  of  the  payment  of  Church- 
rates,  of  the  grievance  arising  from  the 
expensive  and  burdensome  proceedings  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Courts ;  and  the  peti- 
tioners stated  that  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town  of  Leicester,  Mr.  William  Baines,  an 
individual  of  great  respectability,  had,  from 
conscientious  motives,  refused  to  pay  a 
church-rate  that  wag  sought  to  be  exacted 
from  him;  that  he  had,  inconsequence, 
been  cast  into  prison,  and  that  in  prison 
he  still  remained,  because  he  refused  to 
pay  a  rate  which  he  conscientiously  be- 
lieved he  was  not  bound  to  pay.  The  pe- 
titioners then  prayed  their  Lordships  to 
take  such  steps  as  would  tend  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  subject  from  this  burden,  and 
which  would  also  tend  to  the  immediate 
liberation  of  Mr.  Baines,  and  thus  put  an 
end  to  the  strifes  and  feuds  that  distracted 
the  country  upon  this  subject,  and  im- 
peded so  greatly  the  advancement  of  reli- 
gion. He  understood  that  the  town  of 
Leicester  contained  about  60,000  inhabi- 
Unts,  and  that  the  annual  amount  of 
Church-rates  was  330/.  He  understood, 
also,  that  two-fifths  of  the  rate,  or  about 
VOL.  LVL  {JSi} 


1 30/., .  were  paid  by  persons  who  eonscir 
entiously  dissented  from  the  Established 
Church ;  and  for  this  paltry  sum  a  large, 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  great 
and  populous  town  were  brought  into  a 
perpetual  state  of  strife  and  animoaity.. 
He  held   in   his  hand  a  letter .  from  m 
most  respectable  magistrate  of  the  town 
of  Leicester,  in  which  he  stated  that  the 
enforcement  of  the  Church-rates,  in  Lei^ 
cester,  had  become  the  most  disagreeable 
part  of  his  duty;  that  it  destroyed  respect 
for  the  law,  on  the  part  of  a  great  portion 
of  the  people,  and  engendered  the  mott- 
hostile  feelings  towards  the  Established- 
Church.     He  entreated   their  Lordships 
to  take  the  prayer  of  this  petition,  and 
the  subject  matter  generally,  into  their 
consideration,  and  not  to  run  away  with 
the  idea  that  any  change  that  might  take 
place  in  the  constitution  of  the  £ccleaia»* 
tical  Courts,  or  in  the  reformation  of  their: 
proceedings,  however  much  it  might  re- 
lieve or  mitigate  the  evil  complained  of, 
would  reconcile  people  to  the  great  griev* 
ance  of  exacting  these  rates  from  persona' 
who  conscientiously  dissented  from   the 
Established  Church.      Mr.  Baines    had 
been  incarcerated  for  the  sum.  of  2L  58. ; 
he  had  been  some  months  in  prison  for. 
the  non-payment  of  this  sum,  and  was 
now  burdened  with  costs  to  the  amount 
of  125/.     As  far  as  costs  were  concerned^ : 
no  doubt  the  evil  might  be  lessened,  as 
by  the    measure  which    his   noble  and 
learned  Friend  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  l^t 
year  brought  forward,  and  which  he  hoped  = 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  would  state, 
his  intention  again  to  bring  forward,  no 
doubt  the  amount  of  costs  would  be  dimi-: 
nished  ;  still,  of  necessity,  the  costs  must, 
be  very  much  greater  than  the  demand,' 
when  proceedings  were  taken  for  so  insig-- 
nificant  a  sum  as  21.    He  took  the  liberty, 
of  stating,  at  the  end  of  last  Session,  when 
a  bill  was  passed  in  consequence  of  simi-/ 
lar  circumstances  that  occurred  at  Chelms- 
ford in  the  case  of  Mr.  Thorogood,  that  the 
great  interest  that  had  been  excited  over 
the  country  by  the  confinement  of  Mr. 
Thorogood,  and  in  favour  of  his  liberation, 
would  never  have  been  excited,  bad  it  not 
been  known  that  a  grievance  existed  with 
which  was  connected   his  incarceration. 
He  would  say  nothing  upon  the  present 
occasion  about  the  individual  referred  to. 
in  the  petition,  or  about  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts,  as  he  merely  wished  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  grievance  of  which  the  peti* 
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and  that  also  was  exempted.  The  ooly 
bill,  therefore,  which  could  be  termed  one 
for  a  totally  new  line  was  one  for  a  short 
line  in  Devonshire,  near  Torbay,  which 
was  not  quite  three  miles  in  length,  so 
that,  in  point  of  fact,  only  one  bill  had 
passed  since  the  Standing  Order  to  which 
bit  motion  referred.  He  did  not  mean  to 
object  to  the  long  notices,  although  he 
bad,  in  common  with  many  others, 
objections  to  them,  but  he  referred 
particularly  to  the  order  which  re- 
quired the  deposit  of  ten  per  cent. 
He  did  not  believe,  that  the  Standing 
Orders  relative  to  the  notices  had  had  the 
effect  of  preventing  these  being  given, 
because,  in  point  of  fact,  in  1838  there 
had  been  thirty- five  such  notices  given, 
in  1839,  twenty-nine,  and  in  1840,  thirty, 
shewing  that  these  notices  bad  not  been 
much  decreased.  It  might  be  urged,  and 
not  without  reason,  that  the  state  of  the 
money-market  had  been  one  of  the  great 
causes  of  the  small  number  of  railway 
bills  brought  forward,  and  no  doubt  that 
bad  operated  to  a  certain  extent;  but  he 
would  remind  hon.  Members  that  although 
British  capital  had  not  been  invested  to  a 
Iai|;e  amount  in  railways  at  home,  yet  large 
tfomt  had  been  invested  by  British  capitaU 
iits  in  railways  in  Germany  and  France,  and 
particularlv  that  one  between  Havre  and 
Faris,  besides  many  speculations  in  the 
United  States.  Having  disposed  of  the 
reasons  why  so  small  a  number  of  railway 
bills  had  been  brought  before  the  House 
within  the  last  three  years,  it  only  remain* 
ed  for  him  now  to  meet  the  objections  of 
hon.  Members,  who  thought  it  of  little 
importance  whether  railways  should  con- 
tinoe  to  progress  or  not,  and  on  them  he 
wovM  urge  the  strong  argument  that 
Brhish  capital  was  being  absorbed  in 
tbeae  undertakings  in  foreign  countries. 
Some  time  ago  it  might  have  been  a  ques- 
tion whether  every  large  town  should  have 
m  eonnection  by  railway  with  the  metro- 
polis; but  from  what  had  occurred  of 
lat«  years,  that  was  a  point  on  which 
there  could  be  now  little  doubt.  He 
would  take  an  instance  with  which  he  was 
Himiliar — namely,  the  Great  North  Road. 
It  was  tme  there  was  a  railway  from  Lon- 
don  to  York,  but  instead  of  being  a  bene- 
fit to  the  large  towns  in  a  direct  line  it 
was  the  reverae,  because  in  many  instances 
it  deviated  thirty  miles  from  the  direct 
line.  A  great  aarober  of  persons  were 
employed    npon  tbeae  railways^  but  this 


employment,  far  from  being  a  boon  to  the 
labouring  population,  would  be  a  corse  if 
it  were  to  be  suddenly  withdrawn*  Look 
at  the  operation  of  railways  at  this  tm^ 
ment.  During  the  last  year,  from  Fel^ 
ruary  1840  to  February  1841,  about  6(y0 
miles  of  new  railway  had  been  opened  in 
the  kingdom.  On  these  600  milea  far 
more  than  a  moiety  of  the  excavitoft 
throughout  the  kingdom  had  been  em* 
ployed.  It  might  be  asked  if  he  had  tbe 
means  of  showing  the  number  now  out  of 
employment,  and  he  confessed  that  he 
had  not.  The  works,  especially  tbe  em- 
bankments, had  been  subject  to  so  nradi 
dilapidation,  from  the  state  of  the  wea- 
ther, and  from  tbe  railways  havmg  been 
opened  with  undue  speed,  that  on  many 
lines  the  same  number  of  labourers  were 
employed  in  repairing  them,  as  had  been 
employed  during  their  formation.  Bot  as 
sprmg  advanced,  these  would  be  thrown 
out  of  employment,  for  thougb  there  were 
many  railways  in  progreas,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Great  Western  and  another, 
he  knew  of  none  that  were  going  on  with 
spirit.  These  were  the  chief  canaea  be 
had  to  advance  in  favour  of  a  modificn* 
tion  of  the  Standing  Order ;  bnt  be  wonld 
point  out  another  inconvenience  -n— lety, 
the  formation  of  railways  witboot  tbe  anae 
tion  of  Parliament.  If  persons  found  geae 
rally  they  could  more  easily  nanken  bargain 
with  the  landowners  than  bv  aubmktuig 
to  tbe  restrictions  laid  npon  them  by  Par- 
liament, depend  upon  it  that  plan  woold 
be  acted  on,  which  would  aave  tbe  ei- 
pense  of  an  application  to  Parliament, 
and  would  enable  the  partiea  to  give  greater 
sums  to  the  landowners.  TbM  railwaya 
were  not  subject  to  the  Act  of  last  Sesfion, 
for  the  Standing  Orders,  related  only  to 
those  formed  under  the  sanction  of  Par- 
liament. He  would  only  farther  atate, 
that  if  the  Hou^e  agreed  to  the  proposi- 
tion he  had  had  the  honour  to  make,  they 
would  only  place  the  Standing  Oid«r  in 
that  House  on  the  tame  footing  aa  that  of 
the  House  of  Lords.  When  theae  new 
Standing  Orders  relating  to  railwaya  were 
passed,  a  communication  was  made  to 
the  other  House,  under  the  auspices  of  a 
noble  Ix>rd,  then  at  the  head  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  to  assimilate  the  Standing 
Orders  of  the  two  Hoiiaes*  and  be  balief»ed 
there  was  no  other  diflTrrrnce  between  tbe 
Houses  than  that  the  lloate  of  CoflMnons 
proposed  a  deposit  of  ten  per  cent.,,  and 
the  House  of  I^ords  thonght  ibis  loo 
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•ad  would  assent  only  to  a  deposit  of  Ave 
per  cent.  He  thanked  the  House  for  the 
attention  they  had  paid  to  his  statement, 
and  submitted  his  motion  for  their  deci- 
sion. 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  that  although  he 
was  certainly  prepared  to  offer  every  oppo- 
sition in  his  power  to  the  motion  made 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman — the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  quite  right  in  assuming  that 
he  did  not  rest  opposition  on  any  wish  to 
discourage  the  progress  of  railways  in  this 
country,  provided  they  were  real  and 
^on^^de  undertakings.  He  was  as  much 
convinced  as  any  man  could  be  that  it 
was  bis  duty  to  give  every  encourage- 
ment to  the  development  of  the  railway 
system,  but  he  was  well  convinced  that 
the  only  way  by  which  they  could  guard 
against  a  practical  monopoly  on  the  part 
of  the  lines  already  existing  would  be  by 
lines  more  or  less  parallel,  and  constructed 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  offer  some  com- 
petition for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  be  satisfied  that  if  he  felt  ii  his  duty 
to  oppose  the  motion,  he  did  not  do  so 
from  any  desire  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
grestof  the  railway  system.  But  he  realty 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  it  could  be 
believed  that  any  railway  undertaking 
could  be  carried  on,  so  as  to  afford  a  fair 
and  reasonable  prospect  of  remuneration 
to  the  subscribers  if  there  were  a 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  deposit  of  ten 
per  cent  on  the  sum  required.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  if  there  were  a  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  a  deposit  of  ten  per 
cent,  as  a  subscriber,  he  should  think  he 
had  little  chance  of  obtaining  the  remain- 
ing 90  per  cent.  This  subject  had  often 
been  before  the  House.  The  principle 
had  been  considered  by  two  Committees 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  had  de- 
cided against  it,  in  consequence  of  those 
disgraceful  gambling  transactions  which, 
under  the  name  of  railway  speculations, 
had  imposed  upon  the  country.  It  would, 
indeed,  be  with  great  concern  that  he 
should  see  the  House  relax  their  rule, 
which  had  had  the  most  satisfactory  effect 
in  arresting  the  progress  of  schemes  which* 
were  set  up  for  no  bond  fide  object,  but 
only  to  induce  inexperienced  capitalists  to 
purchase  shares  and  give  the  advantage 
of  temporary  rises  in  price  to  the  first 
speculators.  The  House  of  Lords  had 
adopted  a  different  principle,  and  the  con- 
lequence  was,  that  bills  were  introduced 


in  that  House  which  subsequently  became 
abandoned,  after  much  loss  and  inconve- 
nience to  parties  who  were  misled  by  the 
projectors.  To  him  it  appeared  impossi- 
ble thai  any  parties  of  character  and  sub* 
stance  could  find  any  difficulty  in  obtain, 
ing  a  deposit  of  so  small  an  amount.  But 
the  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  the  effect 
of  the  restriction  was  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  railroads  in  this  country,  and  to  send 
capital  abroad  to  be  invested  in  railway 
speculations  in  foreign  countries.  Now, 
he  thought  be  found  a  complete  answer  to 
that  statement,  upon  examining  the  notices 
of  private  bills,  upon  which  he  found  ia 
this  Session  already  fifty-eight  notices  of 
plans  for  new  railways.  He  thought 
therefore,  there  need  be  no  apprehensioo, 
that  parties  who  had  projects  calculated 
to  be  beneficial  to  themselves  and  the 
public  would  find  any  difficulty  in  making 
the  deposit  required  by  the  present  regu- 
lation. And  he  should  feel  very  sorry  if 
the  House  should  alter  the  determination 
to  which  it  came  after  so  much  delibera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Warburton  was  so  far  from  think- 
ing the  existing  regulation  requiring  the 
deposit  of  ten  per  cent.,  at  all  excessive, 
he  was  convinced  that  in  all  bond  fide 
schemes  no  difficulty  could  be  found  in 
conforming  to  it.  Until  that  was  enacted 
men  of  straw  came  before  the  public  with 
ephemeral  and  good  for  nothing  specula- 
tions, by  which  people  were  induced  to 
invest  their  savings  in  projects  that  could 
never  be  attended  with  the  least  advantage 
to  them  or  to  the  public.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  read  an  extract  from  the 
Committee  of  the  House,  appointed  in 
1837,  to  the  effect,  that  the  only 
means  of  checking  delusive  schemee, 
was  to  require  that  all  parties  peti- 
tioning for  a  bill  should  be  required  to 
make  a  deposit.  But  that  Committee 
had  no  intention  to  specify  a  particular 
amount  of  deposit,  and  he  thought  that 
the  subsequent  Committee  very  properly 
fixed  the  sum  at  its  present  amount. 
With  respect  to  the  hon.  Member's  state- 
ment that  the  effect  of  the  regulation  was 
to  reduce  the  number  of  railway  specula- 
tions, the  hon.  Gentleman  had  himself 
given  the  answer  when  he  said  that  the 
state  of  the  money  market  in  the 
last  three  years  had  operated  to  the  dis- 
couragement of  those  schemes.  Yet,  no 
less  than  sixty-eight  bills  had  passed  since 
the  enactment  of  the  present  Standing 
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Order,  «nd  55»000,000/.  of  capital  had 
batn  iavestad  in  carrying  them  into  eS*ect. 
He  had  had  opporluniiiet  of  inquiring 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  he  was 
aatitiied  that  the  existing  regulation  was 
the  best  that  could  be  devised. 

Mr.  Mroih§rton  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  which  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  Member  for  Bridport,  was  the  chair- 
man ;  and,  knowing  the  number  of  bubble 
schemes  which  were  brought  forward,  he 
thought  the  present  rule  ought  not  to  be 
relaaed.     lie  wished  to  state  a  fact  which 
he  thought  of  considerable  importance. 
The  Liverpool  and   Manchester  Railway 
Company,  a  year  or  two  ago,  obtained  an 
Act  for  a  railway  to   puts  through   the 
through  which  he  had  the  honour  to  re- 
present, and  they  had  contrived  to  intro- 
duce a  clause  leaving  it  optional  to  them 
whether  they  should  complete  the  railway 
or  not.      The   consequences  were,  that 
parties  who  had  received  notice  that  the 
railway  would  pass  through  their  property 
were  completely  tied  up  from  d  if  posing  of 
their  land  in  uny  way — and  the  company 
had  the  aule  power  of  dotormining  whether 
the  property  should  be  required  at  any 
time  for  the  purpose  of  the  railways,     lie 
did  think  th>U  Parliament  should   take 
every  precaution  for  having  their  works 
vigilantly  and  vigorously  carried  into  efiecU 

Mr.  0*VonntU  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  on  the  subject.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  the  regulation,  as  it  stood  at  present, 
was,  like  many  otiiers,  highly  favourable 
to  the  rich,  and  to  great  capitalists,  and 
that  it  went  to  increase  the  influence  of 
those  who  were  alieady  possessed  of  enor- 
mous wealth,  while  it  acted  injuriouslv  as 
regarded  the  smaller  capitaUst.  It  had 
that  eiect  in  the  country  from  which  he 
came,  where  there  was  but  little  capital, 
Thay  felt  severely  in  that  country  the 
prcsaure  of  the  present  regulation,  and  he 
therefore  believed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  pro- 
test against  it.  All  railways  were  now  a 
nooopoly,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  bet- 
ter, ia  that  instance,  to  rcUx  the  rule»  as 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member. 

Viscount  Howkk  said,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down,  instead  of  coosideriog  the  regula- 
iioQ  as  il  DOW  existed  as  favourab£a  to 
large  capitalists,  onghi  in  his  opinion  to 
consider  it  m  likely  to  operate  in  an  ex- 
actly opposite  way.  Before  the  regula- 
tion had  been  introiduced  a  great  intastice 
was  frequently  done  to  partiea   biviog 


small    properties    in     counties    thfonfli 

which  it  was  proposed   railways  should 

pass.    Schemes  for  the  commenceBsenI  mt 

railways  were  brought  forward,  and  whielit 

as  they  were  never  carried  into  effect  bad 

no  other  result  than  to  pat  resident  land* 

lords  to   the  expense  of  needlcw  litign* 

tion.     He  thought  it  was  the  intereal  of 

small  proprietors,  that  a  check  should  bu 

put  upon  those  who  entered  into  deceptive 

schemes,    by    insisting    rigidly    oo     ibe 

rule   as   it  now  existed.       He  was  per« 

suaded  that  all  Genilemen  connected  wilb 

landed  property  would  do  well  to  pauea 

before  they  countenanced  the  raaolulino 

of  the  hon.  Member.     He  was  not  boa* 

tile  to  that  particular  line  of  railway,  in 

favour  of  which  it  was  supposed  the  bou« 

Member  had  made  hia  motiou.     He  was 

so  far  from  that  that  he  could  asaura  Iba 

hon.  Member,  that  no  one  could  lie  oaocu 

anxious  than  he  was  to  see  a  bae  of  rail* 

way  carried  through  that  county  wbkb  be 

himself  had  the  honour  to  represent  Bui 

he  felt  that  whenever  a  good  line  eoubl 

be  made  out,  the  regutution  tbey  wuiu 

now  discussing  would  not  oSer  tba  aligba- 

est  difficulty  in  the  way  of  its  beii^  cur* 

ried  into  effect.     On  those  grouaida  be 

would  undoubtedly  give  his  oppoaitMNi  lo 

the  motion  of  the  hon.  Meoaber. 

The  A  tlarjfcy' General  thought,  tbal 
they  ought  to  modify  the  order  aa  it  now 
existed.  He  did  not  think  that  a  krga 
per  centage  should  be  required  tiefocu  a 
bill  was  tirought  into  ParlianenL  Tbat 
was  the  hardship  of  which  he  complained, 
and  of  which  those  who  were  favourablu  lu 
the  line  of  railway,  referred  to  by  iba 
noble  Lord,  must  bitlcrly  complain.  Tba 
UMxIification  which  he  wbhed  for,  waa, 
that  they  ahould  require  a  depoait  oC  latt 
per  cent.,  not  before  the  bill  waa  inlso* 
duced  into  the  Houee,  but  belbre  tba 
works  were  begun.  That  waa  tba  priaci* 
pie  which  bad  been  acted  on  in  iba  ansa 
of  the  Edinburgh  and  CUaaapow  raiWray, 
and  which  had  kieen  attended  wilb  coa^ 
pkte  aucoeas.  It  would,  be  tbougbt,  be 
quite  sufficient  that  they  sboald  bava  a 
certificate  from  a  publie  fuactioaary  be* 
fore  a  spade  was  put  in  tba  gioaad.  la 
tbat  case  thev  would  be  suca  to  bate  a 
^oaa  Jide  undertaking  ibal  woald  a«ft« 
ciently  protect  the  landed  iaieieal,  and 
which  would  not  at  the  sama  timm  die* 
courage  those  useful  works. 

Mr.  Fretkfieid  could  oos  aee  ibu  buna* 
fit  of  cbaagiaf  the  pstaent  biw.    U  Ibu 
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Kodntsking*  weie  of  «  bonmJUt  and  tt»- 
■otaftUa  cbniaolert  there  vu  no  frar  but 
cwfilai  would  be  employed  dd  then  id  th» 
awnuy  »lher  tlwn  vbnwd.  The  AUor* 
Dn-fenenl  uid  that  a  Ian  par  ceaUge 
paiJ  befove  a  >pwl«  w«i  pot  in  ibe  ponard 
wovU  D0ei  MiffiGieBt  protoctioii  to  the 
pttblw.  He  WM  pvrauaded,  on  the  con- 
trwjp,  thkt  ittoh  reguUlion  would  lend  (a 
enoownge  inproper  speeulBtieu,  to  deal* 
ingon  ihKrei,  lo  the  injur;  of  the  public. 

Mt,  Hodgm  iliniU,  in  reply  Mid.  that 
BinMt  til  who  had  addrewed  the  Hdum 
WW*  againat  reaoiuding  the  Standiag 
Ordaf.  The  noble  Imi  had  atid,  that  he 
comideKd  the  standing  order  a>  bene* 
fieial  lo  the  landed  intercat.  Now,  he 
coBiidered,  that  if  there  waa  one  atand- 
ing  order  mora  injurioua  lo  the  landed 
iDleiaat  than  anotlier,  it  waa  this  verj 
onkr  leqHirlag  a  deposit  of  ten  par  cent., 
far  nasy.  railroad  schemes,  after  having 
bean  bmglu  to  a  cerUin  degree  of 
mattirjtjr,  ware  pot  brought  under  the 
conaidefation  of  Pacliament,  on  bc- 
cowil  of  the  inaUlhy  of  the  parties  to 
■aha  the  depdeit  required ;  but  these 
Bchmiv  wore  not  on  that  account  aban> 
doned ;  they  were  merely  postponed  to 
awotfaer  SMraioo,  and  tfans  theee  schsmei 
were  kept  faangiag  over  the  beads  of  the 
land-owners  on  the  proposed  hne  from 
year  to  year*  in  consequence  of  this  stand- 
log  Older,  without  the  decision  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said,  that  Ibere  were  fifty-eight  notices  Tor 
railway  bills  this  Session :  now  it  was  not 
by  the  number  of  notices  given  that  ibey 
cooU  judge  of  the  efiecta  of  the  staading 
opdar,  bat  by  the  number  of  bills  brought 
in,  and  he  would  venture  to  auert,  that  not 
more  than  half  a  doien  bills  would  be 
brought  in  ofall  the  fifty-eight  notioes.  He 
faltthe  sense  of  the  House  was  against  him, 
but  be  was  desirous  of  recording  his  rote, 
beeanae  at  another  Uroe,  when  the  number 
of  railway  labonrers  thrown  out  of  em- 
ploy meat  would  be  considerable,  he 
thought  the  House  would  be  glad  to  re- 
■oind  this  Order. 

The  House  divided  oo  iho  questioD, 
"  ThatUieirordsoiM-tentb"  stand  part  of 
the  said  Standing  Order:  Ayei  144t 
Noea  16 :— Uajority  129. 

Xwf  of  the  At«s; 
Agllonby,  H.  A.  Bsinn,  B. 
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Atbnthnott,  H.  it.         ■ariiw,  H.  B, 
Baiair^i.^  BaaK^A 


BeDlinck,  Lord  G. 
Bewes,!. 
Blair,  J. 
Blake,  W.J. 
Bolting,  W. 
Botfield,  B. 
Bredihaw,  J. 
Bridgessaa,  H. 
Broadley,  U, 
Brocklafaarsl.J. 
Brodie,  W.  B. 
BrolfaertOD,  J. 
Brownrlga,  S. 
Brages.W.  H.  L. 
Buci,  I- W.. 
Butler,  Sir  i.  Y. 
Bvlwer,  Sir  L. 
Buifeild,  W. 
CaaniDgirt.hD.Sir  S. 
Carew.loD.  R.  S. 
Chichesler,  Sir  B. 
Chitdera,J.  W. 
ChalP,  W.  L.  W. 
CtenwDts,  Visct. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  £.  a 
Clive,  hon.  it.  H. 
Cochrane,  Sir  T.J. 
Cotqulicun,  J.  C. 
Coote,SirC.H. 
Corbsllf,  M.  E. 
Crawford,  W. 
Darbj,  G. 
O'Eynsoart,  rt.  hon. 

C.T. 
Divett,  E. 
Dookin,  Sir  R.  S. 
Dougtu,  Sir  C.  E. 
Duncombe,  T. 
Duaoombe,  hon.  W, 
Duaoombe,  hoa.  A^ 
Eatdiope.J. 
EgerlDii,  W.  T. 
Ellice,  Cant.  A. 
EUice,  rt.  lion.  E. 
Eiicourt,  Ti 
Ewart,  W. 
Filsalan,  Lord 
Fort.  J. 

FremsDile,  Sir  T. 
French,  Fiiistephen 
Osakell,  J.  Milnei 
Gladstone,  W.  E. 
Gladalone,  J.  N. 
Glynne,  Sir  8.  B. 
Gordon,  hon,  Capt. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  U. 
Qiabam,  rt,  hn.  Sir  J. 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
IIaTdiaee,H.hn.SirH. 
Hailand,W.  a 
HiU,  Lord  A,  H.  C> 
UiUtSirB. 
U()))lM«*<^rttha,SiiJf 


Hogg,  J.  W.. 
Hope,  boo.  C. 
Horsnan,  £. 
Howltk,  Visol. 
Unghss,  W.  B. 
Han,  F. 
Holt,  W. 
Inglu>,Sira.H. 
Irton,  S. 
JackHiD,  M) 
James,  W. 
Kelt;,  F. 
Knatchbull,  right  Mb.' 

Sis  B. 
Ubouchew,it.h».H. 
LiitoD,  E. 
Loch)  J. 

Lockbart,  A.  U,  ',     , 
Lowthsr,  J.  U. 
Lucas,  fi. 
LnshtogtoQ,  C. 
Lushingion,  rt.  hn.  9.' 
),lian.  Genenl  - 
i,T. 
W.F. 


Iffi 


MTsggaii,/. 
Mahon,  ^^scolUlt 
Maule,  hon.  F. 
Heynelt,  Captain 
Moidannt,  Sir  J. 

Hants,  a  r. 

Gswsid,  J. 
Fakinatoe,  J.  S. 
Pamell,  Tt,hn.  SirtI, 
Patlea,  J.  W. 
Pallison,  J. 
Perceval,  Colond  ' 
Philips,  M. 
Phil|M(u.J.  1 

PluntpUe,  J.  P. 
Powell,  Col. 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Pringle,  A. 
Pryroe,  0. 

BawdoQ,  Col,  J.  D.   * 
Rictardi,  H. 
Rushbrooke,  ColoMi  • 
RuMell,  Lord  J. 
Sal  we;,  Colonel 
Sanfbrd,  E.  A. 


Shirlev,  E.  J. 
Smith,  R.  V. 
Somenet,  Lord  Q. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Sisoifield,W.R.C. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Strait,  E. 
Style,  8ir  C. 
Trevor,  hn>  O.  B. 
walkat,  H. 
WsUaoa,B. 
Whita,A. 
While,  H . 


371 


Idolair^ 


{COMMONS} 


vklmdiB. 


273 


WbUe,SJ 
Wilmot;  Sir  J.  £. 
Wood,  B. 
Wrightsoo,  W.  B. 

Usi  of 

Bagg^.W. 
Barnard,  £.  C, 
Campbell,  Sir  J. 
Dannistouo,  J. 
ElKce,  £. 
EustoD,  Earl  of 
Feitden,  W. 
Faripisoii,  Colonel 
Hodgson,  R. 


TELLERS. 

Freshfield,  J.  W. 
WarbortOD,  H. 

Ike  Noes. 

Ingham,  R. 
O'Connell,  Dan. 
Power,  J. 
RediDgton,T.  N. 
Stanley,  hon.  W.  O, 
Slock,  Dr 

TILLEKS. 

Hinde,  H. 
Jervis,  J, 


Idolatry  in  India.]  Sir  B.  H.  Inglit 
liid»  thai  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  bad 
given,  he  wished  to  put  a  few  questions 
to  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Control  relating  to  the  part 
alleged  to  have  been  taken  in  certain  idola- 
trooa  ceremoniet,  by  some  of  the  East- 
India  Company's  servants  in  India.  The 
House  was  aware  that  very  great  anxiety 
existed  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  India, 
on  the  connexion  of  the  company  with 
some  of  the  idolatrous  ceremonies  of  the 
natives.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had,  on  a 
former  occasion,  when  he  had  put  a  ques- 
tion to  him  on  this  subject,  quoted  an  ex- 
tract of  a  despatch  from  Lord  Auckland, 
the  governor,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
the  system  under  the  despatch  sent  out  in 
1838  was  working  steadily  and  safely. 
Now  his  first  question  to  his  right  hon. 
Friend  was,  whether  he  would  have  any 
objection  to  lay  before  the  House  a  copy 
of  the  despatch  of  which  he  h.^d  read 
a  partY  His  right  hon.  Friend  had 
stated,  that  that  document  was  half- 
public  anil  half- private,  but,  such  as 
It  was,  would  he  produce  it  among  the 
other  documents  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  ?  His  next  question  was  whether 
from  any  documents,  public,  or  private,  he 
could  sl«ite  to  the  House  that  the  system 
under  the  despatch  of  1838  worked  well, 
and  whether  any  substantial  relief  had 
been  given  from  thegrievanccs  under  which 
any  or  her  Majesty's  subjects  had  laboured 
under  the  system  which  the  despatch  of 
1838  was  intended  to  correct?  His  next 
queation  was,  whether  any  one  single 
measure  of  the  directors  or  of  the  General 
Government  of  India  had  been  adopted  to 
carry  out,  aa  far  as  the  Madru  Presidency 
was  concerned,  the  despatch  of  1833, 
which  despatch  was  itself  a  carrying  out 
of  ihe  deapatch  sent  out  by  the  directors 
IQ  1833  t^His  oext  qucitioo  waa,  whether 


his  right  hon.  Friend  felt  hiniflelf  at  liberty 
to  state  to  the  House  that  any  on* 
grievance  under  which  the  ChnaiiMi  eel- 
diers,  or  the  civil  servanta  of  the  coaifaiif 
had  laboured  with  respect  to  the  attesd* 
ance  of  the  idolatrona  ceremonies  of  the 
natives  had  been  removed,  particolarij  aa 
related  to  the  Presidency  of  Madras ;  and 
if  his  right  hon.  Friend  could  not  give  the 
House  any  satisfactory  statement  oo  tbar 
head,  as  he  believed  he  could  not,  whether 
he  could  give  a  promise  that  such  meaeirea 
should  be  adopted  between  thn  and  Mxt 
Session,  as  should  enable  him  to  atate  b? 
that  time  that  the  grievancet  eomplaiBed 
of  had  been  redressed  ? 

Sir  /.  C  Hobhom$e  begged,  in  reply  to 
the  questions  of  his  hoD.  Fneod,  to  say, 
in  the  first  place,  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  Ihe  extract  frooi  the 
letter  of  Lord  Auckland,  which  be  bad 
read  on  the  27th  of  July  last.  It  was 
true,  that  that  letter  was  partly  privateaad 
partly  public ;  but  still  he  had  no  obiectiofi 
to  its  production.  Before  he  replied  lo 
the  other  questions  put  by  his  boo*  Fkiewd 
be  wished  to  state,  that  the  papers  wbidi 
had  been  moved  for  on  this  subject  towards 
the  end  of  the  last  Session,  and  which 
would  give  his  hon.  Friend  much  more 
information  respecting  it  than  be  now 
seemed  to  possess,  had  not  been  laid  oa 
the  Table  of  the  House,  before  the  close 
of  the  Session.  He  would  take  ao  oppor- 
tunity, before  the  House  rose  that  evening, 
to  move  for  the  production  forthwith  wf 
the  papers  moved  for  last  Session,  to 
which  would  be  sdded  other  documents 
which,  he  trusted,  the  House  and  his  horn. 
Friend  would  find  satisfactorv.  As  to  tlie 
question  whether  he  could  taae  upon  hiai* 
self  to  say,  that  anything  had  l>een  done  as 
to  the  settlement  of  this  unfortunate  que** 
tion,  for  so  he  would  call  it,  he  had  the  plea* 
sure  of  being  able  to  say,  that  he  considered 
what  had  been  done  in  all  the  preaidenciea 
with  one  exception,  to  put  an  end  to  all 
connexion  between  the  company's  civil  or 
military  servants  and  any  of  tlie  religioas 
ceremonies  of  the  natives,  had  been  asost 
satisfactory.  In  Bengal,  the  pilgrim  tax 
had  been  abolished  at  Allahab^,  Gya, 
and  Juggernaut,  and  some  of  the  does* 
menCs  which  he  should  move  for  wowld 
show  that  in  the  Presidency  of  Bosabay 
the  civil  officers  of  the  company  had 
removed  from  any  attendance  at  or 
nexion  with  the  temples,  and  with  the 
ception  of  the  Pieeidowey  if  liwdri%  tk 


273         RegutraliMof  yoleri-^         {Fe«.4}         Ireltrnd—Tht  Fnmekm. 

1MB  Bolbin;;  which  cfAiM  be  coraplaioed  of  i  ilrawn  up  u  a  mark  of  retpect  to  • 

iR' carr]ring  ool  the    dUpatub  of  1838.      ~ ■"  " '  *   ■ 

Smee  the  tubject  »m  Isit  mentioned  he 
bad  wen  the  intiruclioos  sent  froni  the  | 
Oeoenl  Ooveroment  of  India  lo  the  Preii- 
dcftcy  of  Madras  with  retpect  to  carrfing 
OM  iIh  inatruction*  contained  in  the  di- 
rcctore'  deapatch  of  1838,  and  frum  tho>e 
ha  bad  hopei  that,  the  next  accouota  from 
Madraa  woqid  be  alao  latiiractor;  on  that 
bead,  for  it  vould  appear,  thai,  according 
10  tbe  Btcps  taken  by  the  General  Govern- 
laent,  Hadrai  would  not  be  found  behind 
bandinGarryiDgouttheinteniioneofthedt- 
reetoninlbdrdeapatchof  1838.  Attheiaine 
time  he  felt  it  doe  to  hia  noble  Friend  (Lord 
ElpbinalOiK)  the  Governor  of  Madras,  to 
atMe  hii  firm  belief  that  the  not  carrying 
oflt  Um  diapatch  arote  from  a  miiunder- 
alaBding  of  the  inttraction*  of  the  General 
Goremmsot  or  of  the  Government  at 
home,  bat  tbe  Government  had  since 
gtven  instmctionaon  the  natter  so  distinct 
that  there  conld  be  no  ground  for  any 
hrtiiar  mistake  with  respect  to  it.  He 
WODid  now  say  a  word  as  to  tbe  attendsnce 
of  any  of  the  company's  civil  or  military 
MTvanls  at  any  part  of  the  worship  of  the 
Hindooa,  or  of  any  of  the  religiout  cere- 
monies of  the  Hahomedans.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  would  refer  his  hon.  Friend  10  the 
despatch  of  1838,  which  was  a  carrying 
oat  of  that  of  1833,  in  which  it  was  laid 
down  that  none  of  the  company's  Christian 
•ervants,  civil  or  military,  should  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  at  ar.y  of  the  Hindoo 
festivals  not  consonant  with  the  principles 
of  the  Christian  religion ;  nor  should 
any  Hindoo  troops  be  required  to  attend 
at  the  Teli){ious  ceremonies  of  the  Haho- 
medans or  Mahoraedaoi  at  those  of  the 
Uiodoof.  So  that  there  was  to  be  no 
compulsory  atteDdaace  at  any  religioun 
ceremony  in  any  case,  by  which  pain  could 
be  given  to  the  roost  delicate  conscience. 
Fntl  initmctions  to  this  effect  had  been 
wnt  to  the  Governmenti  of  each  presi- 
dency. His  hoD.  Friend  had  asked  whe- 
ther those  instroctions  had    been  acted 
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upon  in  every  case  ?  He  could  not  answer 
that  question,  but  this  he  could  stale,  that 
bo  bad  not  heard  of  any  violation  of  that 
order,  and  of  this  he  was  sure,  that  if  the 
Conn  of  Directors  or  the  Board  of  Control 
won  informed  of  any  lucb  videtion,  they 
vvoold  take  such  immediate  steps  as  would 
pror^  its  Tecnrrence.  But  let  it  be  nn- 
doalood  that  tbera  wai  t  great  difierence 
I  lumol  dw   CINDpu/l   ttoops 


prince  and  the  attendance  of  thow  Iroopo 
at  the  Hindoo  temples,  or  accomponyinc 
the  procession  with  iheir  bands.  He  had 
lieard  from  a  private  source,  firom  a  privnto 
letter,  that  troops  had  attended  a  Hfa- 
proceasion  under  pretence  of  doiq^ 
liooour  to  a  native  prince,  bat  he  baa 
lieard  no  official  coraplsiot  on  the  aul^ect, 
or  had  he  heard  of  any  compnlsory  at* 
tendeuce  of  any  troops  ii)  the  company'a 
service  at  any  of  the  rvligioaa  ceremoowi 
of  the  natives.  He  had  heard  of  some 
Oisturbance  which  took  place  between 
a  native  cavalry  and  an  infantry  re- 
giment at  Madras,  but  had  not  heard 
[he  caase.  He  would,  however,  make  in> 
quiries  on  the  subject.  In  concluaioDi  be 
ifould  repeat,  that  if  any  violation  of  lh« 
directions  of  the  General  Govammenl  OC 
of  ihe  Home  Government  should  becOBlrf 
known,  immediate  steps  would  be  taken 
to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  offence; 
and  he  would  lay  any  papers  that  related 
to  the  subject  on  the  table  of  the  House. 
Sal^ect  dropped. 

RnOIBVKATlOR  OP  VoiBKS— lasLilllV— 

THE  FiuKCHisB.^  Viacount  Morpdk,  \a 
rising  to  move  for  leave  to  iotrodooa 
tbe  bill  of  which  he  had  given  aotiea, 
wid; — The  importance  of  the  question  to 
nhich  the  motion  I  am  about  to  submit 
refers,  and  the  special  interest  attached  to 
it  as  the  pivot  on  which  the  political 
struggles  of  parties  have  turned,  and  the 
fact  of  it  bringing  me  into  aoroething  like 
rivalry  with  my  noble  Friend,  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Lancaihire,  as  regards  tbe 
other  Irish  Registration  Billi  in  the  wnj 
in  which  rivalry  between  us  onlj  can 
exist — namely,  as  to  the  quality  of  fko 
measures,  certainly  not  as  to  the  qaalifica- 
tions  of  their  proposers — these  circntB* 
stances  compel  me  to  request  that  tie 
House  will,  upon  this  occasion,  honour  me 
both  with  their  attention  and  iodulgenoe^ 
Whenever  this  subject  has  been  berore  na 
on  previous  occadons,  it  has  been,  as  waa 
correctly  stated  by  my  noUe  Friend  oj^io- 
site  on  a  preceding  evening,  acknowlei^lod, 
almost  on  all  hands,  that  there  are  abnsea 
and  imperfections  attsdied  to  the  present 

Stem  and  ptnctice  of  Resiitration  in 
land,  which  both  odnit  tf  nod  call  ftr 
tbe  apj^lcatkm  of  a  nmedf.  As  to  t^ 
pRctae  extent  of  these  abnsea,  and  tha 
compamtive  d^vo  In  wUch  fraud  is  pnek 
tiled  ehber  ia  tfcta  vmUf  or  Scouui^ 
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llitM  M«r  l».  awl  I  Miev*  hw  beeo, 
Mi<im4  iMr  oMlr^wMT ;  atill,  it  U  gener* 
SUt  «dbiilH«l  iKat  Uwra  are  Mctna  and 
ImIUm  Kmt  fraiad  coamiclad  witb  the  pre* 
««•%  eyvleM  ^  Re^Utratioa  in  Irdandy 
awl  that  wccaaiuiMil  iMtancea  t>f  fraud  hare 
taken  pbce^  u  ecarceljr  denied  by  anv  one 
erWe  haa  addreeaed  binieelf  to  the  subject. 
Tbe  iwjuta  wliich  have  been  morv  particu> 
larly  adverted  lo  in  discutaion  aro  tlie 
«Tatem  uf  certiftcatce,  and  the  5u:ilitic8 
atKirded  ihervby  iur  the  fraudulent  |H^r* 
wiiatiuii  ef  either  dead  or  absent  |)artict, 
and  the  r^^teulion  of  |ier»oiia  on  the  regi«* 
ier  after  the  4UuU6vativa,  by  uieaua  of 
which  thejy  havl  originally  been  placed, 
had  ceaMHt  to  exiet.  without  any  oppor- 
tunity f\ir  •ubeiiH|uont  ixMmvtiou  or  rvvi- 
Mou  diuring  the  whi4v  i^eriiHl  for  which 
the  r\'gi»ter  rvmaimMl  tu  finnv*  which, 
under  the  Iriwh  Kcforni  l^w.  \t  eight 
y%Hir«*  Theve  it'rtainly  are  |uractiiv»  which 
iHi  uiau  tvin  (dand  up  to  defi'ud — which 
every  mie  who  h«i»  addnvwetl  himself  to 
the  ikul\|ect  hat(»  at  Uniskt.  luxdveaeil  him^^lf 
Auxhmn  to  iXMrnvt.  It  tnervKwe  t\dlo«», 
that  in  any  UHtiMm'  whi\*h  the  («o\vrn* 
nient  may  iMring  f\*rw;ird»  tln^y  will  be 
Anahm»  to  c^ynNH^t  tux^  |ialpable  and  eh* 
vhma  abu«e«  a«  thoiK*  to  whi\4i  I  haw 
uMbHed.  'Ih^^  unequal  And  oue^  »Hh4  »>il. 
I^IW  elf  apiHKd  whK'h  ia  c^mHrnnl  t%»  an 
ap|ieal  in  ta^o^ir  (4*  the  fnin\*hi«e  beina 
limited  to  thet^umpUinaHt»aml  imt  granted 
to  the  ol\)eetor,  ha«  aleo  hurmed  the  subject 
of  emuplaint.  I  will  limt  apply  myself  to 
a|ipeala  with  resfioct  to  matters  of  fiH*t, 
whk^,  under  the  Irisli  Reform  Act,  mutt 
«if  nctiesaitv  be  ftilly  sifted  and  dlecided 
behire  a  tribunal  duly  and  specially  con- 
stituted for  that  purpuso.  1  think  that 
where  the  facts  of  the  case  have  been  gone 
iulo  and  substantiated  by  the  eviclence 
whhsh  the  Irish  iioform  Act»  snd  that 
alem»i  re^iuiros  at  the  time  of  registration, 
by  this  |u*oduction  of  title  deeds  and  other 
docwnents,  and  by  rit<a  voc9  evidence, 
noM  of  which  it  might  be  easy,  or,  in- 
deed,  passible  to  colfect  and  bring  again 
tcMlher  at  another  time,  at  another  place, 
and  taefove  another  tribunal*  it  is  not 
consooant  with  the  general  objects  in- 
votvod  in  the  Reform  Act,  nor  with  tbe 
eaajr  aoquUtion  of  a  great  public  right  to 
grant  Mr  pov  of  app«d  arising  out  of  a 
maltor  oi  i  think,  however,  it  is  fiur 

re  o  the  power  of  appeal  both 
iki  our  of  the  franchise — to 
at  the  cUimant  on  any 
a  all  flratten  iBfolfiag  I 


the  GODStmctioB  of  the  Act  of  P^Bament 
and  the  legal  nserits  of  the  case,  prorided 
always<--aBd  it  it  an  important  vrotito, 
and  one  oo  which  I  hare  uoiformly  insisted 
when  I  addrettpd  myself  to  thn  part  of 
the  subject— -that,  in  the  first  place,  the 
franchise  be  placed  on  a  clear,  distinct,  and 
ascertained  basis,  and  not  on  one,  at  the  pre- 
sent, avowedly  it  of  ambiguous  and  doubtful 
interpretation.  1  will  not  leave  the  entire 
Irish  people  to  a  second  oideal  before  an 
annual  profettional  tribunal  where  the 
points  will  lie  adjudicated  according  to  the 
strict  technical  intiTpretations  of  law.  I 
have  thus  far  indicated  the  length  to  which 
I  urn  pre|iared  to  go  in  common  with  the 
noble  Lord  opposite,  and  1  am  ture  it  can* 
not  be  otherwiso  than  pleasing  to  me  to 
travel  in  his  company  as  long  as  I  am 
able.  Sir,  we  are  prepared,  as  he  is,  ut- 
terly to  abolish  the  use  of  certificates*  and 
to  make  the  ivcister,  when  it  shall  have 
U'cn  framed  under  due  precautions,  the 
tot  of  the  right  of  voting  at  the  time  of 
elect iiMi.  We  are  prepared  to  allow  a  pe. 
riitdical  revision,  and  an  appeal  both  ways 
-*to  the  objector  at  vrdl  as  the  daimant*- 
if  Parliament  shall  have  first  contented 
to  iilace  the  franchise  on  a  clear  and  intelli- 
giNe  fivting.  With  regard  to  the  time  of 
this  |H.niodical  revisitw,  I  am  content  to 
take  the  sume  |ieriod  as  that  which  has 
Uvn  selected  by  my  noble  Friend,  namely, 
that  it  shall  occur  once  in  every  year.  But 
while  I  limit  the  revision  to  take  place  at 
the  interval  of  one  yoAt,  I  cannot  consent 
to  give  up  the  |H>iiit  for  which  I  combatted 
lost  year,  though,  I  admit,  without  suc- 
cess, which  is  to  deprive  the  Irish  voter  of 
that  facility  and  advantage  wliich  he  now 
cnjovs,  of  preferring  his  claim  to  be  regit, 
tcrcu  by  the  assistant  barrister  every  quar- 
ter at  the  ordinary  quarter  sessions*  lliis 
is  a  privilege  and  an  advantage  he  has  long 
enjoyed,  which  has  incorporated  itself  with 
the  habits  and  aistoms  of  his  life,  and  I 
cannot  consent  to  take  away  from  him  that 
of  which  he  has  been  to  long  in  possession. 
When  the  voter  is  once  placed  on  the  re* 
sister,  I  propose  he  shall  be  liable  to  hare 
his  title  to  vote  annually  called  into  quct- 
tion  at  the  periodical  revision.  At  the  same 
time,  if  nothing  has  oocune<l  which  in 
any  manner  alters  the  original  qtulitkn- 
tion  in  ^irttie  of  which  he  wnt  phned 
upon  the  register^lf  nothing  hnt  taken 
place  to 


disturb  that-— If  every  thing 
maint  the  tamo,  I  am  content  wMi  Iho 
ttrict  and  tenrching  invottigation  wkioli  it 
pracribed  by  tbo  Bofaw  Ad.    I  dn  Ml 
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wlik  to  n«ke  his  rote  flul||eot  to  tnr  fur- 
tbtr  dkturbaiioe.  I  caoBoty  then*  Mieiil 
to  that  part  of  the  scheme  of  the  noble 
Lord  vhich  makes  the  voter,  after  his 
dflim  has  been  regularly  registered^  liable 
to  have  that  claim  callecf  in  question  erer? 

J  ear*  which  would  leare  that  vote  which 
ad  been  judged  good  and  valid  in  one 
yeavj  Itable  to  be  called  in  question  the 
neil>  and  so  on  to  all  '^recorded  time." 
And  it  siMmld  be  borne  in  mind  that  this 
is  DO  improbable  or  hypothetical  case  that 
I  aol  stating.    It  is  one  that  must  be  ac- 
knowledged to  be  most  Hkely  to  occur  in 
IrelamL    Soppoee  there   is   an  assistant 
barrister  who  takes  the  narrower  and  more 
limked  view  of  the  franchise  :  he  rejects  a 
claim>  and  the  claimant  appeals  to  the 
judge  who  takes  the  more  enlarged  and 
libml  view  of  the  franchise.     The  judge 
places  the  man  upon  the  register ;  but  the 
saaae  cteimant  is  liable  to  oe  called  again 
before  ttio  assistant  barrister,  who  miakes 
it  a  poiot  of  duty  to  exclude  him.    So 
likewise  with  respect  to  the  second  appeal 
of  the  noUe  Lord  opposite.    A  man  claims 
before  an  assistant  barrister  who  takes  the 
enlarged  view  of  the  franchise,  and  his 
claim  is  admitted*    An  appeal  is  made  to 
the  judge  whose  view  of  the  foinchise  is 
limitcdi  and  he  discards  the  name.    And 
thus  it  might  happen  every  year  that  a 
claim,  after  having  been  placed  upon  the 
register  by  an  assistant  kiarriater  of  more 
liberal  views*  might  be  liable  to  be  thrust 
out  of  it  bv   a  judge  of  assize.     The 
DoUe  Lord  intimated  on  Tuesday  in  the 
course  of  his  speech  that  he  was  willing 
to  lop  off  some  of  the  toppings  of  that 
hydra-headed  schedule  appended  to  his  bill, 
so  for  as  regarded  the  different  heading  of 
the  chums.     I  therefore  think  we  shall  not 
quarrel  upon  thb  part  of  the  subject.    For 
my  own  part,  I  am  contented  with  what 
the  Reform  Bill  specifies  as  necessary  to 
be  stated  by  the  voter.    With  respect  to 
the  court  of  appeaU  I  pn^ose  to  retain 
the  same  provisions  which  were  intl'oduced 
into  the  bill  brought  into  this  House  by 
my  right  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  At- 
tomey^general  for  Ireland  in  the  course  of 
last  Session,   and  which   were  also  the 
same  as  those  iatendsd  to  be  applied  to 
Engfauid  by  ray  noble  Friend  the  Secretary 
for  the  colonies.    I  assent  to  the  weight  of 
those  arguments  which  make  against  the 
project  of  the  judges  of  the  land  beiug 
conatitated  into  a  new  court  of  appeal ;  for 
I  think  thai  such  an  office  must  have  a 
teadwfljr  to  cwit^aminate  theiv  meal  im* 
portMt  wA  sdeBm  fiuotioBft*    F«r  bo  it 


from  me,  ifadeed*  Ho  say  thdt  Iheio 
be  the  actual  existenee,  but  it  is  eetMii 
there  might  be  the  impulation  of  an  oa^ 
istenoe  of  political  and  party  foaling  in  thair 
decisions^  and  thus  might  arisit  a  tondatiOf 
to  lower  their  high  oflM  aiidstntimi  m  Ihi 
public  estimationi    I  propose^  (ta^sfoNv 
instead  of  the  plan  introduced  by  the  noUe 
Lord  in  his  bill,  that  the  new  ceuH  ol  m^ 
pe^  shall  consist  of  three  banrirt«Oy  of  car<* 
tain  standing  in  thoir  professienj  to  be  op* 
pointed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House  sf 
Commons.    Having  inlentioiied  the  osstft 
of  ap|>Bal,  I  am  bveiighti  by  «  natural 
transilion*  to  qieak  oa  die  questhm  ef  tb^ 
franchise.    Tlra  noble  Lerd^  la  hia  spaaek 
the  other  nighty  sseatied  to  intimite  that  I 
waa,  or  should  be,  guilty  of  aoam  ineea* 
sistencj  in  mixing  up  the  qucatiea  of  the 
fhuichiae  with  the  other  parts  of  thoiegia* 
tration  code  whea  called  upon  toaaseiidili 
Sir,  so  for  from  admitting  thisy  I  am  sure 
it  will  be  acknowledged  Aat  I  have  always 
stated  in  thia  House  that  it  would  be  oi^ 
pedient  at  any  time^  and  in  any  point  «f 
view,  and  absolutely  essential  helm  wo 
constituted  a  seoood  oourt  of  appeal  to  pwt 
the  franchise  on  a  distinct  and  ascertained 
basis.     I  do  not  think  that  any  hoooaiahle 
Member  who  haa  attended  to  the  comae 
and  current  of  events  relating  to  ibis  qusa* 
tion— who  has  taarked    w^t  has  taken 
plaee  in  Ireland^-^can  doubt  tho  propriely 
and  expedienoy  of  combining  thcM  tmk^ 
jeots  together.    What  is  the  actual  state 
of  things?  We  find,  with  respect  to  the 
qualification  for  the  right  to  vote  ■  with 
respect  to  the  effect  Si  the  very  wards 
which  form  the  elective  franchise  of  the 
whole  ipoMkt  of  Ireland,  first,  timt  the 
opinion  or  the  judges  is  divided  |    neaty 
that  the  opinion  of  the  assistant-bairistefli 
is  divided.    Upon  leaving  the  iudgoMat 
seat  and  coming  within  these  walla  we  find 
that  the  opinion  of  the  two  grsat  pslitieal  . 
parties  in  this  House  is  divided.    Nay, 
nurther,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  tM 
mieeches  that  have  been  quoted  on  boMi 
sides^to  the  speech  of  the  Dute  of  BaJk^ 
m«id-«^to  the  speech  of  the  Maimeoa  ft 
Lansdowne,   quoted  against  Lord  Mel^ 
boume^it  woold  seem  that  the  oriniens 
of  the  framers  themselves  of  tho  Mefofas 
Bill  is  divided  upon  thia  Important  qaea- 
tion.    We  find,  then,  that  tho  iu^  and 
thobairiatera;  tho  framesa  of  tho  inr  and 
its  ministers  >  in  a  word,  thai  all  sidmi  and 
all  parties  aie  equally  divided,  oquaUv  eaito 
foacd,  and  aqaaily  ;porptoed>    AU.thii 
maw  be  amussoiBal  to  exsrase  the  ingPK 
BHity  and  taloats  of  tho  iMnwd  foaoi' 
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ttrnwries  of  the  law,  but  it  is  hr  fixm    aubwct,  becum  thoy  we  nwo  vho  tak« 


a  flource  of  untuement  tu  the  voter. 
Wbktever  ioterpretatioD  you  RssigD  tu  the 
Uw;  vh«tber  you  take  that  qefinition 
vbicb  for  brevity  I  will  call  tlie  avlvent 
taoancy;  or  whether  you  take  the  bene- 
ficial interest  as  the  (cope  and  meaning  of 
the  lanr,  each  almost  alike  involves  the 
temptation  to,  and  endless  opportunities 
Tor,  controversy.     Some  iiiileed,  have  said. 


that  the  door  is  opened  for  perjury 
fraud,  but  without  goiag  su  hr,  I  will 
tkat  an  esdleas  field  is  afforded  for 


"y 


Hod  of  opinion  and  conflictioD  of  testimony. 
Matters  being  so,  I  appeal  to  all  those  hon. 
Members  who  take  a  calm,  dispassionate 
view  of  tbe  question,  whether  it  be  or  not 
expedient  to  endeavour,  at  least,  to  put  an 
end  to  ao  unseemly  a  state  of  things.  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  matters  Imt  little 
iriiether  the  object  be  effected  by  one  oi 
two  biUs,  but  it  appears  clear  that  in  a 
measure  professing  to  remedy  the  evils  of 
the  eziiting  state  of  registration,  to  leave 
this  great  evil  untouched,  would  be  effect. 
tng  little  or  nothing  in  the  way  of  sound 
aid  atatesBiatililie  legislation.  If  doubt 
and  tiDcertainty  are  characteristic  of  the 
pnsent  state  of  the  franchise,  it  must  follow 
tkat  tlie  best  remedy  is  to  place  it  upon 
Boch  a  basis  ai  to  leave  no  room  for 
doubt.  It  would  further  be  advisable 
that  we  should  find  some  botis  distinct 
and  independent,  a  ground  disconnected 
with  the  frandiise  itself,  and  that  the 
basis  should  be  one  which  furnished  a 
countervailing  check  againat  the  introduc 
tfam  and  opentioo  of  such  matter  as  has 
been  hitherto  complained  of.  Sir,  we 
thinlc  we  find  such  a  baiii,  coroprising  the 
diffisrent  qualities  and  recommendations  f 
have  described  in  the  valuation  fer  the 
poor-rate,  as  prescribed  in  the  recent  Poor- 
Mw  Act  for  Ireland.  This  shows  on  the 
bra  of  it  a  distinct  and  definite  sum  ;  it 
Wii  assessed  for  a  purnoee  altogether  dis- 
tinct from  the  francnise,  and  it  would 
appear  to  be  operative  as  an  effectual 
GODntervailiDg  check  in  preventing  men 
froB  endcKVouring  to  be  pnt  improperly 
Opw  the  register.  The  aesire,  ht  more 
prmlent  in  human  nature  than  a  desire 
to  get  on  the  register,  the  desire  to  spare 
Uiudf  from  eitra  burden,  would  prevent 
a  man  from  trying  to  be  assened  to  the 
Poar>iatB  for  more  than  his  property  is 
vorth,  I  am  glad  that  this  view  of  the 
eas^  ItHiDded,  at  I  think  it  is,  on  reason, 
baa  been  strikingly  and  forciUy  confirmed 
ky  tlrasa  whose  authority  I  would  rather 
bt  wpportad  bj  tbu  107  gtbw  ob  tUi 


loderate  views  of  the  nuestieos  of  the  ^xf, 
snd  belong  to  both  sides  of  politics.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Mallow,  Sir  D.  Norreys, 
expressed  himself  as  follows  :  on  the  qoali- 
ficatiou  of  voters.  May  28,  1840: — 

"  I  rise,  Sir,  for  Ihe  purpoie  of  cspressinf; 
my  regret  that  allhoogti  the  ban  and  teamed 
GeDllemsn  hu  inlttiduced  a  Bcamre  to  w- 
move  doabta  connected  with  ths  fraoebiss  in 
Ireland,  bewUlitkltbc  leaving  that  franchiM 
open  to  dispute,  and  to  be  decided  b;  opinion, 
iDslead  of  upoo  fact.  I  repeat  that  I  deeply 
regret  that  the  lion,  and  learned  Oentleaian, 
who  hu  paid  greater  atteotioo  to  die  bwoeis 
and  intereiti  of  Ireliod  than  any  Solkitot- 
general  I  hare  ever  jret  seen,  has  not  gnppled 
with  this  difficDlij,  and  at  once  attcaptad 
effectually  to  remoTe  it;  and  1  csrtaioly  lUak 
it  is  a  subject  well  worthy  the  atlenlioo  o(  the 
Government,  now  thai  Ireland  has  bcaa  rofin- 
larly  valued  with  reference  to  the  rating  under 
the  Poor-law,  lo  consider  whether  a  plan  to 
effect  this  object  might  not  be  fennsd.  tskiag 
some  itandard  of  rating  nttder  the  Pooi4aw 
upon  which  a  nan  night  claim  tbc  eiareise  of 
the  franchise.  Acconling  lo  tbe  bill  now 
brought  forward  by  tbe  bon.  and  tsauakd 
Uentleman,  proof  of  *alue  will  still  bs  givsa 
on  oath,  and  still  be  net  by  proof  oo  oalk  of 
Ihe  contrary.  Landlords  will  alill  be  arrayed 
against  their  tenantry,  and  the  tenanlCT  aaamat 
their  landlords,  differences  which  lUt  subjscl) 
mote  than  any  other,  tends  to  pronMe.  W^y 
not,  then,  now  that  the  valuation  under  tM 
I'oor-law  Act  has  been  taken,  adopt  some 
standard  of  qualification  for  the  ftsnehise^  Ibat 
shall  establish  it  on  hci,  and  rendsr  it  tne^ 

Fable  of  being  qeeMioasd  or  conudictadt 
can  onlv  say  that  I  hope  seme  siMh  plw  aa 
this  nat  be  adopted  :  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  such  a  proposition  originate  with  the  boa. 
and  learned  OcntleniaD,  convinoed,  as  I  am, 
that  such  a  measure  would  coodnce  to  ihe 
welfare  of  Ireland,  by  conciliating  both  land- 
lords and  tenants,  and  rendering  votes  seentv, 
ioitead  of  uncertain  and  open  lo  eniy  swt  of 
objection,  as  uitder  the  present  awit  vnalioaa 

1  will  also  read  to  tbe  Honse  an  cxtfnet 
from  the  speech  of  the  hoti.  Menbvr'ftr 
Monaghao,  Mr.  Lucss. 

"  I  agree  with  the  bon.  Daronc:  who  has 
jvtl  sat  down,  that  tbe  neasure  now  proposed 
will  not  remove  the  evils  comulatned  of.  I 
think  it  will,  oo  ths  contrary,  nave  tbe  cAet 
of  filing  aiid  rendering  permanent  tbe  evils 
which  at  present  exist.  With  rcspcol  tatbi 
obaervaiioai  that  the  hon.  and  IsatnsJ  Oai^ 
tieman  baa  addressed  to  the  Uoass,  ss  lo  lbs 
tnode  of  asccnaining  iba  fmncbise  in  IltUad. 
I  shall  feel  myself  gniUy  of  a  derelirliaa  of 
niy  duty,  if  I  did  not  express  ny  conanrrence 
in  what  has  jiut  fallen  from  ths  bon,  Baransi 
lbs  Member  for  Mallow.  For  ay  own  pari, 
1  miMt  re&wn  bvm  myiaii  that  I  think  « 
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higher  franchise  tcr  Parliaments;  electors 
w«ald  be  preferable  to  a  low  one ;  but  puitiog 
that  party  coniiderattoti  out  of  view,  and 
looking  only  to  Ihe  inlereats  of  the  country  at 
large,  I  do  think  that  ihe  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlenian's  proposed  mode  of  a'<certaininc 
the  franchise  is  one  which  he  will  himgel^ 
hereafter,  have  cause  to  regret ;  and  will  re. 
moie  Done  (on  the  contrary,  will  produce 
many  more)  of  the  evils  we  have  now  to  com. 
plain  of," 

I  omit  a  few  Bentences  here  wliich  do  not 
eetm  to  bear  so  much  upou  the  point.  The 
him.  Member  contitiiies : — 

"  It  would  therefore  be  decidedly  heller  lo 
take  «ome  other  standard  of  the  value  of  pro- 
perty which  shall  confer  the  elecli»e  franchi 
The  ordnance,  or  Poor-law  valuation,  as  si  _ 
gelled  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow,  miphl 
be  adopted  for  this  purpose ;  and  even  ralua- 
tions  by  competent  surveyors;  though  these,  I 
wlmit,  are  frequently  liable  to  the  objections 
of  oDCertainty,  and  therefore  inferior  to  the 
other  tests,  would  be  preferable  lo  the  indeG- 


osed.  I  r 
the  lion,  and 
Gentleman  will  do  better  to  adopt  one  of  those 
tests  of  ralae ;  and  at  all  etenln,  I  will  venture 
to  predict  that,  when  this  question  shall  come 
bebre  the  House,  and  ihe  principle  of  this  bill 
of  Ihe  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  shall  hare 
h>  be  determined  upon,  the  good  sense  of  the 
Eoslish  Genllemen  in  this  House  will  prevent 
such  a  measure  as  the  one  now  proposed,  from 


Sir,  I  will  not  quote  the  remarlfg  which 
I  offered  OQ  that  occasioa,  although  I  cod* 
fefli  I  am  under  a  struDg  teroptatioD  to  do 
aa,  if  only  for  the  purpose  of  dhoving  how 
little  I  am  liable  to  the  charge  of  iocon- 
sistency  in  attempting  to  connect  the  va. 
luation  of  the  Poor-law  with  the  electire 
franchise.  I  then  distinctly  recorded  the 
opinion  how  desirable  1  thought  such  a 
connection  would  be.  I  presume  my  noble 
Friend,  in  making  that  charge  against  me, 
wished  to  punish  me  for  the  single  instance 
inwhich  1  supported  him  with  a  rote.  I 
now  pass  (w,  Sir,  to  matter  which  is  far 
more  worthy  the  attention  of  this  House 
than  anything  1  may  have  advanced.  I 
mean.  Sir,  in  a  speech  made,  not  upon  the 
question  of  registration,  nor  upon  the  Poor- 
law,  but  bearing  precisely  upon  the  point 
we  have  under  discussion — a  speech  made 
upon  the  question  of  Irish  municipal  cor- 
porations on  the  29th  of  May,  1838,  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tsmworth,  whose  absence  upon  this  occa- 
sion I  much  regret.  The  observations  then 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were 
distioctly,  and  I  think  most  strikingly  con- 


closire  up(»i  the  point  I  am  endeavouriu 
to  u^e.    Those  observations  were  as  fot 

"I  will  not  consent  to  any  franchise  which 
may  produce  the  uncertainly  which  has  ariien 
under  the  act  for  the  constitution  of  the  eleeb- 
ive  franchise  for  Members  of  Parliament.  I 
will  not  consent  lo  increase  the  necessity  for 
appointing  a  committee  of  inquiry  lo  ascertain 
how  far  the  carrjing  out  of  this  bill  depends  ou 
fictitious  votes.  I  will  leave  it  lo  the  commiitee, 
however,  and  I  will  say,  thatii  is  incumbent  on 
Parliament  to  define  what  the  franchise  shall  be; 
Ifind  thai  the  present  test  is  unsatisfactory,  aad 
I  would  depend  on  no  test  which  involves  tba 
mere  principle  of  valuation.  I  think  that  that 
must  be  a  bad  principle  which  holds-out  the 
temptation  lo  take  false  oaths.  Thai  is  en> 
tirely  unsatisfactory ;  and  I  must  say,  ihat  I 
expect  the  concurrence  of  the  greater  propor- 
tion of  this  House,  in  Ihe  opinion,  thai  what- 
ever franchise  is  granted,  ought  to  be  a  Amm 
fide  one.  We  ought  to  know  what  i<  ibe 
franchise  inlendeii  lobe  given;  and  it  is  im> 
cessary  lo  adopt  sach  an  one  as  that  no  tempt. 
atiun  shall  be  held  out  lo  commit  fraud  iu  re- 
spect of  it,  as  well  for  the  sake  of  the  morality 
as  of  the  prosperity  uf  the  people  ;  and  I 
must  repeal,  that  such  a  franchise  most  be  de- 
termined upon  as  will  not  even  afford  the  ex- 
cuse for  fraud.  For  niy  own  part,  I  conceive, 
ihat  by  far  the  most  effectual  franchiae  Is  that 
which  in  itself  will  act  as  a  check  upon  lb* 
consliiuerits,  and  ihat  which  is  adopteaiwdw 
Ihe  Poor-law  is  the  beat  which  could  be  dctei^ 
onined  upon  ;  because  the  House  must  agree 
ihat  persons  who  are  included  in  the  franchise. 
urider  that  law,  me  prevented  from  demand- 
ing an  entail  of  it,  to  which  they  are  not  en- 
titled, by  their  power  of  voting  being  propoc 
lionate  only  to  their  rental ;  and  persons  who 
are  rated  at  a  rental  laiger  than  they  actually 
pay,  are  at  all  limes  desirous  of  getting  their 
rales  lowered,  in  preference  to  enjoying  any 
extended  tight  of  voting.  In  that  system, 
then,  there  is  a  constant  check  upon  Ihe 
voters ;  and,  although  it  is  possible  that  it, 
rould  not  be  applied  siriclly  according  to  Ae 
Eame  rule,  in  this  case,  yet  a  corresponding 
principle  might  be  acted  upon.** 

This  extract  strikingly  confirms  the 
Hew  I  have  taken,  that  it  would  be  most 
[leairable  to  have  the  criterion  of  an  ascer- 
lained  amount,  and  one  which  supplies  a 
check  against  attempts  to  be  improperly 
placed  on  the  re^ster.  Sir,  I  have  thus 
nttempteit  to  defend  the  course  pursued  by 
lier  Majesty's  Ministers,  on  the  grouna 
both  of  reason  and  auihoHty.  But  having 
got  thus  Far,  and  asking  the  House  to  as- 
^nt  to  the  principle  of  fixing  the  franchisa 
iin  the  valuation  under  the  Poor-law,  I  am 
led  to  what  is  by  no  means  the  least  diffi- 
cult part  of  my  undertaking;  namely,  to 
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•tate  in  what  mode  it  shall  be  applied  to  the 
liranchise,  and  at  what  amount  of  rating 
the  frandiise  shall  be  fixed.  T  can  hardly 
hope  that  what  I  hare  to  propose  will  be 
equally  acceptable  to  all  parties  in  this 
Houae.  I  can  only  hope  that  a  brief  and 
clear  statement,  such  as  I  can  place  before 
this  House,  will  induce  the  House  to  be- 
lieve that  the  course  I  am  proposing  is 
founded  on  honest  motiFCS,  aim  upon  rca- 
Bonable  grounds.  Whenever  the  notion  of 
the  Poor-law  valuation  being  applied  to 
the  franchise  has  been  broa(*hea  in  this 
House^  it  has  been  apprehended  by  those 
who  are  friendly  to  a  liberal  interpretiition 
of  the  franchise)  that  it  would  have  the  ef- 
fect of  cutting  it  down.  It  has  been  sup- 
posed, with  any  deduction  from  the  gross 
value,  and  with  the  desire  that  would  be 
inherent  in  the  mind  of  every  person  liable 
to  be  rated,  to  have  hit  amount  of  contri- 
bution reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  sum, 
that  almost  any  amount  of  value  conncctc<l 
with  the  Poor-law,  would  have  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  raising  the  standard  of 
the  elective  franchise  higher  than  is  re* 
quired  by  the  Reform  Act  now  in  force. 
when  1  have  before  expressc<l  in  this 
House,  as  I  have  alreody  intimated,  my 
own  opinion  that  it  would  bo  expedient  to 
connect  the  standard  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise with  the  valuation  to  the  rates  under 
the  Poor-law,  as  the  most  satisfactory 
ami  comnlete  assessment  of  the  kind 
with  whicn  we  are  furnished,  I  have  had 
at  the  same  time  to  explain  that,  in  pre- 
vious years,  we  were  not  fbmiahed  with 
sufficient  information  as  to  the  working  and 
result  of  the  Poor-law,  and  that,  conse- 
quently, it  would  be  premature  to  proceed 
to  final  legislation  on  such  a  measure.  I 
ibat  that,  even  at  this  day,  we  are  not  fur- 
nished with  as  much  inK>rmation  as  could 
be  wished  on  a  point  of  so  much  import- 
ance, but  such  as  we  could  gain  we  thought 
it  our  duty  to  acquire  and  collect,  and 
digest  as  we  best  could,  so  far  as  regarded 
the  leading  results.  A^r  the  close  of  the 
last  Session,  my  right  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  near  me  put  himself  in  communi- 
catioB  with  the  Poor-law  commissioners  for 
Iteland,  in  order  to  obtsin  information  from 
them  of  such  a  nature  as  would  be  most 
cateulalcd  to  throw  light  upon  the  subject, 
and  also  with  regard  to  tnc  working  and 
results  of  the  whole  system  as  applietl  to 
different  parts  of  the  country,  in  all  the 
varieties  of  position.  My  right  hon.  and 
hearned  Friend,  the  Attornoy-General  for 
Iralaad,  then  selected  two  gentlemen  of  his 


own  profession,  upon  whoee  diancter  and 
intelligence  he  could  place  the  fullest  re- 
liance, and  they  were  airected  to  repair  to 
such  unions  as  were  pointed  out,  aa  con- 
taining  materials  for  the  fullest  and  beat 
information,  and  there  upon  the  spot  dili- 
gently to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the 
valuations,  the  mode  in  which  they  were 
drawn  up,  and,  where  possible,  to  compare 
them  with  the  list  of  registered  electors 
under  the  Reform  Act.  in  pursuance  of 
tliese  instructions,  those  Gentlemen  visited 
the  following  unions;—- Balrolliery,County 
Dublin  ;  Lougford,  Longford  ;  Lurgan, 
Armagh,  Down,  and  Antrim ;  Belhst, 
Down,  and  Antrim ;  Parsonstown,  King's 
County;  Clonmel,  Tipperary;  Carridr, 
Tii>perary,  Waterford,  and  Kilkenny;  Sca- 
riff,  Clare ;  Fcrmoy,  Cork ;  and  Bandon, 
Cork.  It  certainly  is  to  be  wished  that 
the  report  was  more  comprehensive,  bat 
from  the  incomplete  state  in  which  tliese 
Gentlemen  found  many  of  the  valuations, 
it  was  impossible  it  could  he  so.  How- 
ever, the  different  circumstances  which 
they  observed  in  the  various  districts  they 
visited,  give  us  reason  to  think  that  the 
results  they  have  obtained  afford  a  fiur 
sample  of  what  may  be  obtained  over 
the  whole  surface  of  Ireland.  Tlie  report 
states  :•— 

"  \Vc  inspccte<1  the  rate-books  and  the  mi- 
oute-l>ooks  of  tlie  IxMrds  of  guardians,  aod  we 
extracted  the  various  resolutions  passed  ia 
each  union  with  reference  to  the  valuation 
The  proceedings  with  reference  tovaluatfon 
bear  some  traces  of  uniformity  in  all  the 
unions.  The  general  course  followed  was,  to 
appoint  a  eoniinittee  of  three  or  more  gmir- 
dians,  to  inquire  into  existing  surveys  and 
valuatioDi,  and  to  report  whether  they  were 
available  or  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the 
poor-rate.  The  cummittee  so  appointed  in  all 
the  unions  that  we  visited,  came  finativ  to  the 
resolution  that  the  existing  surveys  and  valua- 
tions were  insufficient,  and  that  new  valua- 
tions were  necessary.  In  some  onions  Itie 
number  of  valuations  was  two,  in  ocbers  tkrse ; 
in  soaie  only  one.  We  found  in  the  unions  whiek 
we  visited  that  the  valuators  had  generally  tra- 
versed each  district  of  the  union  ;  ascertamed, 
as  well  as  circumstances  enabled  then,  the 
iMundaries  of  each  farm ;  set  an  acreable  value 
on  the  land  comprised  in  it,  generally  added 
some  small  sum  for  the  house,  and  finally  eiw 
tered  in  the  rate  book,  'net  annual  value*  tf 
the  whole  tenement,  according  to  the  interpre- 
tation which,  under  the  ioflnenee  of  the  Poor- 
law  conmbsioners,  the  guardians  ami  iokafail* 
ants  of  the  union,  and  Ibeir  own  opmtoo, 
attributed  to  that  phrase.  We  fMiod  an  ppin- 
ion  prevailing  iu  everv  UDien  wbicb  we  visiitd 
that  the  valuation  under  the  poor-law  would 
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Ut  dta  fanni  on  Uwir  eitaiM.  An  opiDion  ■• 
■1k>  feusnlly  praralent  ihat  Ibe  valuaUoii  will 
ptobaUy  at  toraa  Tuiure  liroe  be  made  tfae 
buU  of  other  public  assessments.  By  the 
apMitloa  «r  Ihe  74th  teclioa  of  the  act,  the 
loHM  the  test  of  Talae  adopted  in  the  anion, 
ItM  Mm  the  propoition  of  the  rate  vhich  ia  to 
ba  paid  by  the  tenantry,  and  the  greater  that 
of  (be  landloid*.  A  desire  exist*  in  eiery 
nsiont  that  the  relaii*a  value  of  the  teaemeou 
wilfain  il  should  be  carefully  ascertained,  to 
thai  each  locality  of  the  union  and  aach  tene- 
nallt  may  bear  their  fair  proporlion  of  the 
coniMtti  DUTden.  But,  probably  from  Ihe 
caUMi  already  referred  lo,  the  inhabilaoli 
gmenrily  wish  the  Taluators  to  adopt  a  low 
scale  of  Talae.  In  this  desire  the  majority  of 
the  board  of  gtaaidthna  in  efery  union  we  havo 
yisitod,  cooGurred.  And  the  landlords  in 
feneral  do  ool  appear  to  bo  induced,  even  by 
Ihe  operation  of  the  47ib  seclion,  to  take  any 
aotire  Heps  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  bigti 
value  aet  upon  their  estates  in  the  rale-book 
of  the  Union  ;  and  it  may  be  questioned  whe- 
ther any  of  the  landlords  feel  that  they  woold 
ha*e  a  laatinK  ititerest  in  doing  so.  The  im- 
palie  lowatda  a  low  valuation  is  nearly  uni- 
venal>  We  made  minute  inquiries  in  each 
wiion  wjdi  a  view  to  a«^ruiu  what  lest  of 
*alw  had  in  fact  been  adopted.  Hie  test  of 
nine  enjoined  by  the  Poor  Relief  Acl  is  the 
tent  at  which,  one  year  with  another,  the  te- 
nement in  Its  actual  state  might  be  reasonably 
espfecled  lo  let  fHjm  year  to  year,  the  probable 
annual  aTenge  eoete  of  the  repsits,  insarance, 
and  other  eapencM,  if  any,  necessary  to  main- 
tain it  in  ill  acMal  state,  and  all  rates,  taxee, 
and  public  t^rfee,  eicepl  tithe,  being  pud 
by  UM  tenant.  In  all  the  unions,  however 
various  the  forms  of  language  adopted  by  the 
Taluators  in  their  evidence,  we  found  that  ihs 
test  of  «1ue  which  had  been  in  fact  adopted 
in  talulni  a  tenement  was  the  rent  at  Which  a 

r  landlord  ought,  in  tlielt  opinion,  to  let 
And  in  applying  this  test  the  valualon 
bava  almost  universally  reduced  their  valua- 
Uoite  bdnw  the  rents  even  of  the  most  ioduU 
leol  laiidlordi  in  Ireland." 

Mit.  C^ounielt  inqulttd  tbe  names  of 
the  gentlemen  from  whose  report  the  no- 
fctelAri  wasmiottng? 

Vtscotint  Mofpelh:  Mr.  Hague  anil 
Mf.  Vesey.  The  noble  Lord  tnen  pro- 
ceeded to  read  an  extract  from  that  part  of 
the  Aport  telatlng  to  the  rural  districts  of 
Belfhst,  as  follotrs 

"  In  ani  report*  from  Ibe  rural  diltricla  of 
Bdfast,  it  will  be  found  that  whotever  the 
valnaiion  o!  ■  tenement  coincided  with  the 
rent  aciually  paiJ,  the  tenant  could.  In  fact,  if 
bt  were  quitting  the  farm,  sell  his  interut  oi 
Ui  gobd^will,  at  &Mt  lot.  lo  131.  an  aot«.    In 


nine  out  of  the  rievan  rani  dliWoM  of  te 
uoion  the  actual  rents  exceeded  (he  nlwlbtt 
in  proportions  varring  from  5  to  SO  per  ctnt. 
■  In  the  dJvMon  of  CeallareB|h,  llapMaitlbat 
the  rent  attd  Ibe  vahialioB  W«  neMy  tatttid. 
In  this  diviilon,  Iherefbre,  the  nhmtoni  iMn 
of  opiniou  that  the  rents  wee*  hit  u  benmen 
landlord  and  tenant.  It  i*  In  tUs  divWon, 
that  the  farm  of  John  Orr,  the  vntaatort  ii 
situate.  Lord  Dowuliire  Is  the  hndlotd,' 
'  He  states  that  in  High-slreel  Ibe  nleatfaA-  fa 
someiines  10  per  cent,  nnder  the  rata  aoMally 
paid.  He  has  no  doubt  that  those  rents  (vh., 
Ibe  rents  in  High-stteet)  are  paid." 

I  may  also  observe  timt  in  Clonmd, 
union,  the  valuators  in  all  cases  ioqiuied 
into  tlie  rents,  and  found  tbem  higher  lliu 
value  which  they  set  upon  tbe  t«i»- 
ments.  The  MIovIdk  tie  th»  words  nt 
tbe  report  relating  to  taat  distriirt  •.'^ 

"  The  standard  ofralus  adopted  by  Unbi.U 
nearly  the  Kune  as  that  adc^ted  liy  the  otiwr 
valuators  whom  I  bad  previously  eaamiosdi 
They  formed  in  their  own  mind*  a  scala  of 
living,  and  valued  the  lattd  at  what  a  solvent 
tenant  cootd  afford  to  nay  tbr  the  land*  bAw 
having  out  of  the  prodoee  of  it  ""  ''  ' 
himself  and  family  according  to  I) 
down.  That  scale  was  merely  a  si 
bread  and  milk  every  day  for  bimself  and  bis 
&roily,  and  meat  two  or  Ibree  times  a  weak, 
and  comfortable  clothing  (or  himself  and  b- 

ily"  .     . 

In  oUr  reports  from  Lu^ait,  it  will  be  fiwad 
thai  even  farms,  the  lenanb  of  Whli^  coUld 
get  Ifil.  or  90f.  an  acre  for  their  Interest  the 
valuation  was  still  below  the  rent.  <  to  «ab 
ing  the  valualion,  he  always  preserved  an  in- 
terest of  lol.  an  English  aere  to  the  tenant ;  of 
course  he  was  to  have  hit  profit  besides.' 
'  Took  Ihe  lOl.  an  English  acre  a*  the  lowest 
which  tbe  tenant  ought  to  have,  under  all  cir- 
cumstaoces.'  '  On  oeing  asked  what  be  had 
valued  that  land  at,  it  appeared  that  he  had 
valued  it  only  bI26i.  an  English  acre,  although 
in  fact  it  brought  2Ti  or  STl.  6d.,  and  fiOf.  ta 
acre  as  a  floe.  He  adds  that  he  valued  MMe 
land  at  36s.  wlitcli  was  probably  let  at  Ifl.  M, 
that  land  would,  if  sold,  bring  more  than  KL 
an  acre ;  it  would  bring  from  20L  !•  SOJ.^  and 
thinks  that  the  purdiaset  could  make  bt*  mo* 
ney  of  Ibe  land,  if  he  putohasad  il  at  that 
rata.'  He  added  that  he  thought  the  taod 
above  referred  to,  which  was  let  at  37*.  OA, 
and  wbieh  had  been  valued  by  him  at  SOf.  ot 
Sit.,  would  bring  from  4S(.  lo  43*.,  if  est  vp 
to  be  let  lo  the  highest  bidder;  'and  M 
thought  it  would  bring  that  f^n  b  abltsnt 
tenant.'  But  he  never  look  aa  a  teal  what 
land  would  bring  if  aet  up  to  be  M  at  Ihn- 
hijhest  rate  that  a  solvent  tenant  wwdd  pay. 
'  There  U  a  valuation  in  Ihe  town  of  Lnrgaii, 
which  was  mode  nnder  the  Paving  and  Light- 
ing Act,  9  Geo.  4th,  c.  82,  which  was  adopted 
there  about  tan  years  ago.  The  valuation  ol 
the  union  under  the  Pmt-U*,  whsn  comfatM 
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with  ibe  preceding  nlnitioii  of  the  tow 
Largan,  appeui  about  one-thitd  lowci. 
"  The  wlaator  of  Longford  tuted  bis  *alu  <- 
lion  to  be  from  one-quarter  to  ODC-Gfth  lowi  [ 
tkaa  Ibe  rent  Bctually  paid.  The  lepott  train 
Ftannojr  anion  »howi  the  rentj  acniaUypaid  ;> 
be  tometiniei  double  the  valuation*  inicnbcd 
ia  the  Poor-rale  book.  In  Parsonitown,  tlic 
valaation  wu  from  one-qoarter  to  one-fifih 
lower  than  the  rcnti.  In  Scariff,  (he  dixpariiy 
waa  ilill  greater.  'That  a  valuation  efl'eclcd 
on  tbit  principle,  muit  in  general  be  lower 
Uian  tfae  reni,follawi  from  the  valuator  havjii^ 
adopted  a  scale  of  living  for  the  tenant,  abovo 
the  ordinary  situation  dI  the  peasantrj  in  thi< 
conntry.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Sampson,  ia  lil~ 
evidence,  ilatet,  that  in  almost  all  ihe  initanc .  ■ 
(exeeplon  the  estate  of  Colonel  Wyndlitm)  1. 1~ 
valuation  vras  lower  than  (he  rem.  He  men- 
tioot  one  f«nn  which  he  valued  al  36i.  per 
acre,  while  the  rent  paid  for  it  is  35<.  per 
acre.'— Scariff  Report,  lu  Carrick,  Balrothery, 
and  Naa*,  the  same  fact  wat  prominent,  [n 
evei^  anion  the  renti  were  above  the  va.- 
laation." 

Fnmed  ■•  the  nliifttioiiB  have  been,  if  a 


quired  bv  the  Reform  Act,  were  made  tl)e 
teat  of  the  parliamentary  franchise,  auch  a 
DKUiire  would  diifranchise  a  large  propor- 
ttoa  of  thoae  who  are  now  in  poaseeaion  of 
the  riglit  to  rote.  We  compared  tlic 
rating  of  the  registered  electors  in  each 
unioo,  in  n  many  instancea  as  the  state  ul 
tke  Tslualioss  arid  the  books  enabled 
ankc  tbe 
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300 

50 

17 

Largan         1 
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71 

1         6 

ftrtunstowii 

330 

79 

1       '^ 

Scariff         1 

66 

33 

!       20 

Loagfoid      1 

167 

9 
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1  know  not  whether,  froin  tbeae  facta,  thr 
aaUa  Lord  (I.ocd  Stanley}  oppoeite  m;iy 
daiB  a  Irhiniph  as  eihibiting  a  proof  th:it 
thww  arc  lOi.  voters  upon  tbe  list  who 
Oiyht  not  to  be  placed  tnere.  Be  that  us 
itaM7,  I  han  thought  it  right  that  thi^ 
HeUM  abould  be  in  poaoefaioa  of  the  tiut 
and  aecnnUe  lUte  of  tbe  case.  Tba  fai-i* 
and  dvcmutaaeaa  I  hare  stated  goto  thc>u- 
that  a  vated  net  value  of  10/.  would  raDg>> 
vtfjr  far  indeed  above  either  the  aolTifnt 
tenant  t«at,  or  the  oncupier'a  pr<dt  teat  ; 
nnd  1  thinic  it  ia  alto  clear  thai  there  arc 


thout  an^  eosfMcioD  v  allegation  af 
abase,  practically  enforced  under  the  IU> 
form  Act.  I  am  aware  that,  if  the  taat «( 
ing  by  the  poorJaw  Taiuatiaa  wesv  ap> 
plied  to  the  elective  franchise,  then  than 
would  be  in  soote  instances,  and  to  a  «er. 
tain  extent,  a  cnunter^tiKitiTe  bronght  into 
operation  for  making  a  perwxi  wish  to  have 
himself  rated  higher.  But  I  think  that 
this  would  operate  very  feeblv  in  coapn- 
risoo  with  that  whidi  I  hold  to  be  the 
more  natural  and  inherent  feding  iu  tha 
human  breast — a  feeling  whid  was  so  wdl 
and  forcibly  expressed  in  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet  the  Member  for  Taa- 
worth,  to  which  I  have  already  reCvred— 
a  feeling  which  induces  persons  to  sa^  to 
inciir  the  smallest  possible  amount  of  pa- 
cuniary  bunlen  coming  boose  to  their  own 
purses  and  pockets ;  and  it  will  be  nmtm' 
bered  that  the  exercise  of  the  electiva 
franchise  it  an  advantage  and  a  privifegn 
which  can  only  be  enj^red  OMasionaUy, 
and  at  conaiderabli!  intervals ;  whilst  the 
preaanre  of  the  poor.4aw-rBt0  upon  tba 
parse  and  pocket  of  the  peraens  aaesaad  to 
It  ia  annual  and  permaneat  Tbtst  I  ap< 
prehend,  would  <^tate  as  a  great  draw* 
back  to  the  desire  that  night  otbsrwiaa 
exist  to  he  rated  above  tba  real  nina  tm 
the  sake  of  acquiring  tha  right  to  voU. 
When  we  are  called  upon  to  »ake  a  Um 
alteration,  and  a  fresh  settleasent  of  lEe 
elective  fraDcbise  tn  Ireland,  it  can  hardlf 
be  expected  that  we  shouU  praoose  (• 
raise  the  standard.  This,  1  think,  Bust 
at  ouce  be  conceded  by  iboae  who  havt 
given  any  attention  whatever  to  the  stntn* 
nents  often  made  ia  this  Hotisa^and  wUA 
have  nerrr  been  impugned,  ast  indeed  >  it 
is  impossible  they  should  be,  seeing  that 
tbev  have  been  drawo  from  uarliaMentarj 
amf  auttkeotic  docussents,  of  tha  ahaohila 
and  the  comparatire  Dumbert  of  thoae  whn 
enjoy  the  franchise  in  England  and  in  In, 
land.  I  do  not  wish  to  enteratany  la^A 
upon  this  part  of  tbe  subject.  I  am  awata 
that  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  horn. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublia  to  diacuaa 
this  view  (rf  tbe  question.  But  still  I 
think  I  should  not  do  justice  to  the  cms  I 
have  undertaken — the  matter  beinc  alpiat 
importance — if  I  did  not  my  hnsiy.  and 
in  a  very  few  instaneea,  call  the  atieation 
of  the  House  to  some  of  the  Bost  strikiiy 
reaults  and  contrasts  whIA  an  Is  bt  o^ 
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•erved  between  the  Dumber  of  parliamen- 
tary electors  in  Ireland  and  the  other  parts 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  short  state* 
ment  I  am  about  to  make  is  not  so  con- 
clusive of  the  point  I  am  now  seeking  to 
establish  as  it  would  be  if  I  had  the  most 
recent  data;  because,  it  is  well  known, 
that  whilst  the  population  of  Ireland,  with- 
in the  last  few  years>  has  been  largely  and 
rapidly  increasing,  the  number  of  the  re- 
gistered electors  has  been  at  least  as  largely 
and  as  sweepingly  diminished.  In  a  few 
days  we  shall  have,  in  an  authentic  and 
specific  form,  the  number  of  electors  ac- 
tually upon  the  register  in  Ireland  at  the 
present  time.  Till  that  authentic  infor- 
mation is  afforded  all  that  I  can  do  is  to 
rder  to  the  state  of  the  constituency  as  it 
appeared  from  the  register  at  the  end  of 
tne  year  1837,  For  the  amount  of  the 
population  I  must  refer  to  the  return  of 
the  census  of  1831.  I  will  first  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  disparity  in 
the  number  of  electors  in  counties  in  £ng- 
land  and  Ireland,  having  a  population 
of  less  than  100,000.  It  appears,  then, 
that  Monmouthshire,  having,  in  1831»  a 
population  of  85,000,  has  a  constituency  of 
4,347  ;  whilst  Carlow,  with  a  population 
at  the  same  period  of  72,391,  had,  accor- 
ding to  the  register  of  1837,  a  constituency 
of  only  1,723.  Bedfordshire,  with  a  po- 
pulation of  88,424,  has  a  constituency  of 
4,434,  whilst  Lowth,  with  a  population  of 
d4,203,  has  a  constituency  of  only  989.  In 
the  counties  having  a  population  of  between 
100,000  and  200,000,  1  find  that  Notting- 
hamshire, with  a  population  of  103,974, 
has  a  constituency  of  5,760 ;  whilst  KiU 
dare,  with  a  population  of  108,424,  has 
only  a  constituency  of  1,445.  Berkshire, 
with  a  population  of  114,362,  has  a  con- 
stituency of  5,755  ;  whilst  Longford,  with 
a  population  of  112,000,  has  only  a  con- 
stituency of  1 ,770.  In  the  counties  having 
a  population  of  between  200,000  and 
300,000,  I  find  that  Cheshire,  with  a  po- 
pnlation  of  260,462,  has  a  constituency  of 
12,811 ;  whilst  Roscommon,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  244,000,  has  only  a  constituency 
of  2,061.  In  the  counties  having  a  popu- 
lation of  between  300.000  and  500,000,  I 
find  that  Somerset,  with  a  population  of 
327,000,  has  a  constituency  of  18,415  ; 
whilst  Tyrone,  with  a  population  of 
393,000  has  only  a  constituency  of  2,862 ; 
and  Kent,  with' a  population  of  379,267, 
has  a  constituency  of  15,725  ;  whilst  Mayo, 
with  a  population  of  366,328,has  only  a  con  • 
stHuency  of  2,057.  In  addition  tothisj  may 
VOL.LVI.    {J5K} 


refer  to  a  fact,  of  which  I  have  been  credibly 
informed,  to  show  how  the  constituencies  of 
Ireland  have  since  dwindled.  It  has  been 
ascertained  at  the  recent  election  for  Mayo^ 
that  the  number  of  electors  now  actually 
upon  the  register  in  that  county  does  not 
exceed — I  have  received  two  or  three 
accounts  somewhat  varying  in  amount-— 
but  I  believe  1  may  safely  say  that  the 
actual  number  of  the  electors  now  upon 
the  register  does  not  exceed  600  or  700. 
These  are  the  constituencies  then  which 
my  noble  Friend  and  other  Members  of 
the  House  strive  to  make  us  believe  are  so 
swelled  and  vamped  up  by  spurious  voters. 
I  know  not  what  object  either  my  noble 
Friend  or  his  supporters  can  have  in  seek- 
ing still  further  to  contract  their  numbersi 
But  this  I  know,  that  if  the  noble  Lord 
and  his  Friends  should  succeed  in  bringing 
the  contraction  to  the  point  they  aim  at^ 
they  will  place  the  elective  franchise  ib 
Ireland  upon  a  footing  not  known  or  recog- 
nised in  any  other  part  of  the  riealm.  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  by  any  further 
reference  to  documents  than  just  to  state 
the  disparity  in  the  number  of  electors  io 
the  two  counties  in  the  two  kingdoms 
which  have  a  population  of  upwards  of 
500,000.  It  seems  that  Yockshire,  the 
county  with  which  I  have  the  honour  of 
being  connected,  has  a  population  of 
891,795,  with  a  constituency  of  47.952; 
whilst  Cork,  with  a  population  of  660,554, 
has  only  a  constituency  of  4,888.  Now, 
I  think  that  in  this  state  of  circumstances 
— in  this  state  of  contrast  between  the 
relative  positions  of  the  two  countries  with 
respect  to  the  number  of  those  who  enjoy 
the  elective  franchise,  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  raise,  it 
any  degree^  the  standard  of  the  franchise 
now  subsisting  in  Ireland.  I  have  already 
stated  my  reasons  for  believing  that  a  very 
considerable  nominal  reduction  of  value — 
supposing  you  applied  the  test  of  the 
Poor-law  valutition  —  would  practically, 
and  in  effect,  scarcely  reduce  the  bondjide 
amount  of  value  below  what  is  now  pre. 
scribed  by  the  Reform  Act.  Of  course  it 
would  be  hopeless  and  chimerical  in  us  to 
attempt  to  6x  upon  any  precise  sum  which 
should  act  as  the  precise  equivalent  for  the 
amount  of  value  now  prescribed  by  this 
Reform  Act.  But  I  think  that  the  Poor- 
law  Act,  of  which  we  avail  ourselves  for 
testing  the  reality  of  the  value,  will  also 
afford  a  fair  criterion  for  fixing  its  amount. 
The  72d  section  of  the  Poor-law  Act  says, 
"  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted^  that 
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III  any  ■»»  wlicrn  llm  nf  1  nnntiul  Talua  of  anj 
nnHwrly  »h«ll  ml  Riiiouiit  10  M.,  If  the  occn- 
piar,  Hud  liii  itiimadialn  launr,  I7  any  wriiing 
UHilur  ibair  haniJi,  ilmll  rL'<|uire,  and  if  Ihe 
■uanllMiia  of  llm  Uiiimi,  whirniti  »uch  pr»|>erly 
It  iiluau  ■lull  l)y  H  mimiie  of  ihoir  boaril  aiirci: 
(lififlii,  iiii^li  iiiiiiinliHlu  IcHOi  iliall  lie  ruled 
liwleMi  lit  itti'li  oncii|iii:r  I  uhd  kiicIi  rnliatu 
hiiin  ihn  luia  mny  U'  nimlii  (nut  rxrviillns  ten 
prriiniil.)  utlhrgiianliiiiiaaliulMiyMirli  minute 
■lluw  :  and  »ii)ti  mUmln,  iiiilil  niitTFil  ii«1i«ri>< 
inaflnr  |ini*f(li>H,  uliall  liinil  aii'li  Irnnr,  lii* 
hairi,  niid  aiiiKii't  umI""  tl'"  (■ommiiiiiiiicr* 
■hall  at  anv  iiiiiit  iliwlliiw  llm  *uiim  or  aiiy 
|wil  llinraiil, 


and  *< 


'  <IihII  ii 


IihI  )>y  Oil'  H II U"!  ill  til  iiiilil  Iwrlvr  liiuiillit 

■flfr  (tm  Miukiiiu  iir  liiit  |ireri<iiii>  nlicMliDii 
Iharmir,  mil  wiihin  aiv  nii>iil)i<i  uftrr  ilir  i-i>ii- 
iMt  iif  Iha  iiwiipiar  anil  hiMiir  li>  lii>  aHL-vtiil 
h*  llm  alltirailiin  itiall  haw  iHifii  lirMi  in  simh 
■Iwraliuu I  |iiiivid«>l,  imvvrilii-laM,  titui  ili« 
M'l'UMar  iif  aiiy  |>ni|i«ily,  llir  Diuiinlinix  Ixhot 
lifvrboiti  kliiill  liive  txii'ii  si>  i'liur)|iil,  *liall  lir 
vntlllml  l»  liv  lltli-il,  nil  K'*'"!!  <>>  'I"'  l>U''<^l  "< 

tiiKMlimi*  iiF  l)iv  uiiiiiii  111  wliii'li  iiivh  )ir<>|<rily 
I  iliimlv,  »\\  iii»iitli'<  iiiilirc,  Hri'iinlinit  In  ilir 
ftiriH  iiiiiiHiimil  Id  llm  :int  mlinluli' m  ilii«  Ati 
•iinaiiail  " 

Nkh  1 1  ■liiHilil  )ini|HMi'  III  flx  till-  atimOim) 
Aur  thi>  itli>i-tWt<  finiK-lil'v  nt  llic  Kunu' 
iniiMiiit  iif  ihIiii^  nt  ulilt-li  lhi>  t'lmr-lHW  . 
Ait  H««a  llit<  ItHlititly  i>r  tlii<  ikH-ii|>icr  In  I 
IwyiHi'iil  iw  H  iiimifri'f  iHHvimiij- «i  lliut 
mtHrtliil  wliioli  iHiHl  lii>  illM-liorftt-*!  I>v  ihc 
iNH<ii|ilt<r  liiuiM^ir,  Niul  wliii'h  I'aiiiiiit  W 
kiilflutl  ii|HiH  llm  iiwiH'r,  «r  ii|hiii  any  iitlicr 

(wranii.  Ttiut  In  tu  aay,  if  yoii  amily  the 
Ml  nf  t)in  I'lMir-litw  vnluntinn,  1  wiuild 
t»\f  w  thn  miiiHiut  nf  rate  nvuiaitc  to  give 
tlw  ulM'tlvn  (VnnchlHO  a  ruled  net  tbIuc  of 
A/'  I  itn  not  illaitiilae  frnm  inynclf,  that  iu 
ttw  nmrae  tif  tinir  tliis  mny  Icait  to  annic 
tiirrwMtf    In    t)ic    nnmber   of   tliiwc      * 


rotiDg  entirely  tnileneiMleDt  of  tbe  period 
of  the  intemt  which  the  ocnipier  on  ia 
hli  holding;  and  I  know  that  one  or  two 
rery  titaunble  reasooB  might  be  atated  ia 
(Infenre  of  that  pnnci|ile.  Bnt  I  think  it 
wouh!  be  a  novel  principle  in  m  comtitu- 
lional  point  of  view.  Whm  I  refer  to  Ike 
niilv  aiitenrdcnt  that  tre  hare  of  it,  to  Ihe 
no/!  Iei)ai)t-at-will  cUtme,  in  the  English 
Iti'fnnn  Act,  r  own  that  the  pn^ical 
wiirLiiif;  of  that  rlnuM,  as  far  aa  it  hu  ret 
I  ilcveliipcd,  doe«  nnt  fill  me  with  a  wuh 
inlnxliin!  a  iiimilur  principle  npoii  a 
e  i'xlen(U-<l  acale  into  the  nnutituenrf 
of  In'land.  It  ia  trtie,  that  tbit  inuora- 
lioii  noiild  make  the  orcupier,  aa  to  his 
ri)[hl  of  votini;,  entirvly  independent  of  his 
landlord.  But,  as  we  doiv  freque&llr 
hear,  whether  jimtly  or  mrt,  nf  the  mnde 
in  wliioh  iandlonis  ileal  with  the  tenants 
trim  di>  nut  roincide  with  them  in  political 
riewst,  I  think  that  uiwning  to  tnem  the 
ti'iiiptaliiiii  of  voting  <rlirn  they  hare  no 
rit^it  of  tKHSCMion,  wotilil  expoR  a  far 
lar^^r  and  mure  helplext  Hass  to  a  ranch 
uion*  teal  deprnilemi*  \i\nn  their  landlord, 
HM1I  lit  uuK-h  more  severe  risks  of  relalia- 
tiiiii  than  it  would  be  either  prudent  or 
pntper  to  hasanl.  Much  as  I  value  the 
'ntai^-inral  and  i-xtcndon  of  the  fhtnchiae, 
I  iiwn  I  set  a  hit;l>er  value  upiin  the  kar- 
miniy  nntl  ptod-will  of  the  sereral  cIshn 
irty  i  and  vhilc  I  vould  dinount*. 
,  and  do  what  in  mc  la^,  to  nippreaa 
all  unaiithorisccl  aggression,  all  tynnainl 
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dun  or  virilent  rnrirBsr.  I  think  it 
wuuld  ojM'ralc  very  glowly,  and  that  it 
would  only  extend  llie  fmncliiiw  in  a  ile- 
grae  that  wmild  be  pcrfuTtly  proportinunti' 
vlth  Ihe  Iiicreasinir  wealth  ami  rvMiiirccii 
nf  the  country.  The  atandnnl  for  the 
friDchise,  whatever  it  Iw,  inUHt  Ik  titod 
ud  dellnilo,  and  it  must  be  gtinnleil,  an 
far  ti  it  can  be  gtmnled,  .igalnat  the  ]>osai- 
bllitf  of  fraud  or  cullision.  I  do  not  pro- 
pone to  effiict  any  material  altcralinn  in 
the  tenure  under  which  the  elective  fran- 
chise is  at  preacut  enjoyed.  I  know  that 
there  are  Bomc  who  are  for  Hxing  ihu  fnin- 
chlse  purely  upon  rating,  without  any  re- 
^"■•^  to  tcDUre,  making  the  right  of 


opprcsaion  of  one   clou  upon   another,  I 
"  '  ■  •■■      which 


would  not  oHgiDatc  any  propotltio 
I  think  wouIiThavc  the  cHect  of  naterially 
heiglitening  and  affEravating  the  depen- 
dence of  the  humuTer  unoii  the  higher 
elasies.  I  therefore  would  propose  to  an- 
nex tn  the  qualification  of  a  tenement  ntcd 
nt  Ihe  net  annual  value  nf  5/.,  an  interest 
In  the  holding  of  not  lers  than  fourteen 
yeiin,  being  the  lowest  tenti re  at  present  re- 
tained in  the  Irish  Reform  Act,  and  within 
whii'h  two  dcnnminations  nf  elcctora  tre 
comprised,  I  have  now  gone  throuffli  the 
main  proviiiiona  i>f  the  measure  wnich  I 
intend  to  prouow  tn  tlie  cnniidrration  of 
the  House.  There  are  of  coune  some  su- 
honlinnle  plans  and  arrancemenU  that 
must  nei'cssarily  iirise  mit  of  It;  liut  these 
are  its  prinripnl  fealiiri-s  ; — comprising, 
aiiiiual  rcvituon  upon  all  new  matter;  a 
right  of  appeal  both  nays  upon  all  pidnts 
of  law,  and  Ihe  fixine  of  the  fraurhbe  upon 
lire  Poor-law  ralimtiuo  ;  which  last  gnat 
alleniioo,  if  the  lluntc  nhall  be  contented 
to  adopt  it,  will,  aa  it  stems  lo  me,  go  ntj 
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fid*  td  dt^tiense  with  the  necessity  ibr  the 
\akh^  two,  timsmuch  as  th^t,  if  you  have  a 
ftoed  and  ascertained  basis,  liable  tiD  no 
fhiVid,  leading  to  no  dispute,  susceptible  of 
no  contradiction,  3rou  will  scarcely  have 
rboin  or  opportunity  for  revision  or  appeal. 
This  is  the  great  superiority  which  I  think 
the  amended  registration  code,  as  I  now 
bh^pose  it,  has  over  that  which  is  ten- 
oMd  to  us  by  the  noble  Lord.  As  a 
kyiitnlft  of  registration  the  noble  Lord's 
may  Appear  tlie  more  complete  in  all  its 
)[>arts,  espedally  if  his  wish  be  to  enthral 
the  voter  fta  the  meshes  of  a  tangled  and 
coMplicated  machinery,  out  of  which,  in 
most  instances,  it  may  he  impossible  for 
him  to  escape.  But  with  an  unsettled  and 
disputed  franchise  the  noble  Lord's  plan 
would  still  barry  with  it  the  seeds  of  end. 
liess  doubt  and  conflict,  and  would  support 
the  cOniinUetl  array  of  antagonist  passions 
and  antagonist  parties  in  Ireland,  until  at 
length  there  would  be  no  means  by  which 
these  evils  could  be  overcome,  except  by 
ihAt  process — for  which  I  confess  the  bill 
Sebms  likewise  admirably  calculated — the 
process  of  checking  and  smothering  the 
iftlective  franchise  altogether.  On  the  other 
bknd,  the  measure  which  I  now  hUknbly 
tender  to  the  preference  of  the  House,  puts 
liU  end,  almoiit  at  once,  to  every  litigated 
at  eontrorerted  point,  appeals  to  a  test  that 
Is  at  once  distinctly  ascertained  and  per- 
manently recorded-- supplies  in  itself  a 
countervailing  and  counteracting  check 
against  the  introduction  of  any  abuse,  and 
comes  down  to  us  recommended  by  the 
combined  suffrages  of  the  best  authorities. 
That  the  measure  I  have  now  stated  will 
iheet  With  universal  acquiescence,  of  course 
I  cannot  be  sanmiine  enough  to  anticipate^ 
but  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  hope, 
that  what  I  now  propose,  the  more  it  shall 
be  considered,  the  more  it  shall  be  can- 
vassed, will  commend  itself  to  the  deliberate 
acquiescence  of  the  most  rational  men  of 
all  parties,  and  to  the  general  acquiescence 
of  tne  country.  With  this  hope,  and  this 
ialth,  I  more  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  qualification 
and  registration  of  Parliamentary  voters  in 
fteland. 

Lord  Stanleu :  Under  any  circumstances 
I  should  have  followed  the  example  which 
was  set  me  the  other  evening,  by  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  (Lord 
John  Russell),  and  upon  the  motion  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  to 
Introduce  either  his  bill,  as  it  originally 
stood  for  **  the  registration  of  Parliamen- 


tarv  efeetors,"  or  as  it  has  been  attend 
within  the  last  eight-and-fbrty  hours,  ^ 
*'  the  amendment  of  the  law  relating  to  tlie 
qualificatioii  as  well  as  the  registration  of 
pHrliamentary  voters;"  I  say,  under  aby 
circumstances,  I  should  have  followed  tko 
example  set  me  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
other  night,  and  abstained  upon  the  intro- 
duction of  this  bill  fr6m  offering  eitlier  aiiy 
opposition  to  it  or  any  lengthened  obser- 
vations upon  its  contents.  But  if  I  should 
have  done  so  under  any  circumstance^^ 
more  especially  am  I  called  upon  most 
cautiously  to  abstain  from  making  any  ob- 
servations wheii  the  noble  Lord  introduces 
by  way  of  ^tscript,  into  a  bill  professing 
to  have  for  its  object  the  amendment  of  th^ 
law  relating  to  the  registration  of  voters 
in  Ireland,  a  clause  aifecting  the  aualifica^i 
tion  of  voters,  which  in  meet  would  amount 
to  nothing  short  of  a  new  ftefbrm  Bill  Ear 
Ireland.  Yes,  the  noble  Lord  now  wishes 
us  to  agree  to  a  new  Reform  Bill  for  tre- 
land,  founded  upon  principles  unheard  pC 
in  England,  and  never  dreamed  of  by  Wf 
human  being  as  applied  to  Scotland.  'JK 
imagine  that  the  noble  Lord  can  introduce 
this  important  postscript  into  his  bill,  and 
that  it  should  not  have  the  effect,  whatever 
his  intention  may  be,  of  rendering  it  i\t«> 
terly  impossible  to  carry  the  measure  in 
the  present  Session  of  Parliament,  is  wbiat 
I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt.  Up  to  tne 
present  moment  the  House  has  been  not 
only  Without  notice  of  the  nature  of  the 
measure  which  the  noble  Lord  intended  to 
bring  forward,  but  actually  without  anv 
inform  ition  beyond  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  has  himself  quoted  this  evening,  upon 
which  it  could  found  any  possible  cnte- 
rioh  by  which— I  will  not  say  to  judge,  but 
even  to  guess,  of  the  probable  result  of  the 
measure  which  the  noble  liord  has  opened 
to  us.  Upon  what  ground  is  it  that  the 
noble  Lord  founds  his  proposed  alteration 
of  the  whole  system  in  Ireland  ?  Upon 
what  ground  is  tt  that  he  {Hcoposes  to  intro- 
duce into  Ireland  so  wide  a  departure  from 
the  law  of  England  and  of  Scotland  ?  Upon 
the  information  of  two  gentlemen,  friend*. 
as  he  states  of  the  right  hon.  and  leamea 
Attorney-general  for  Ireland,  who  have 
been  sent  privately  by  the  noble  Lord  to 
the  ten  t'oor-law  unions  which  have  been 
formed  in  that  country — who  bring  back 
their  returns  from  those  unions,  which 
the  noble  Lord  reads  to  us  in  Parliament 
from  the  manuscript  as  he  has  received 
them — which  the  noble  Lord  has  not  ev^ 
informed  us  he  meant  to  lay  upon  the 
L2 
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Table  of  the  House  for  our  guidance ;  but 
upoo  which  the  noble  Lord  considers  him- 
self justified  in  calling  upon    Parliament 
for  tne  enormous  alterations  he  now  pro- 
poses to  us.     It  is  impossible,   listening 
to    the   noble   Lord    when  he  reads  the 
statements    of  these  Gentlemen,  derived 
as    they    have    been    from    the    various 
guardians  of  the  ten  unions  which  they 
visited,  in  all  of  which  it  appears  that  a 
diifexent  and  varying  principle  of  assess- 
ment has  been  observed — it  is  impossible, 
I  say,  to  pursue  the  noble  Lord  through 
those  statements  and  ascertain  upon  what 
principle  it  is  that  this  Poor-law  valuation, 
upon  which  he  rests  the  whole  fabric  of 
his  measure,  has  been  conducted.     But,  as 
well  as  1  could  collect  from  the  statement 
of  the  noble  Lord,  it  appears — I  hardly 
know  whether  I  mistook  the  noble  Lord's 
reading*  whether  I  am  to  believe  the  evi- 
dence of  my  own  senses,  whether  I  am  not 
labouring  under  some  strange  mis-impres- 
sion as  to  the  noble  Lord's  meaning  and 
intention ;  but,  as  well  as  I  could  collect 
from  the  noble  Lord's  statement,  I  under- 
stood him  to  tell  us  that  these  valuations 
have  been  founded,  as  he  considers,  upon 
the  net  value  of  the  property  according  to 
the  amount  of  rent,  at  which  a  fair  and 
justly  dealing  landlord  mi^ht  be  expected 
to  let  it  to  a  tenant.     And  yet  the  noble 
Lord  tells  us  that  valuations  so  founded, 
giving  to  the  whole  of  the  property  the 
net  value,  independent  of  any  deductions 
of  51.   or  10/.,  are  found  to  be  fifty  per 
cent,  and  100  per  cent,  too  high  fur  the 
persons  who  actuallv  are  registered  at  thiH 
moment  as  electors  naving  a  10/.  beneficial 
interest.     The  noble  Lord  tells  us  that  at 
Balrothery  there  are  200  registered  10/. 
voters;    200    men,  who  in   the  holdings 
which  they  occupy  arc  8uppo6«<1,  under 
toy  construction  of  the  existing  law,  to 
have,  in  some  shape  or  other,  a  beneficial 
interest  of  10/.  a-year  arising  out  of  the 
property  on  which  they  live.     The  noble 
Lora  tells  us,  that  of  these  200  registered 
electors  he  finds  no  less  than  finy,  the 
whole  value  of  whose  property  docs  not 
exceed  10/.,  and  not  less  tnan  seventeen, 
the  whole  of  whose  property,  if  sold  in  the 
market   to-morrow,    would    not    produce 
more  than  5/.  a-year.     Yet  every  one  of 
these  persons  are  registered  as  naving  a 
clear  beneficial  interest  in  their  holdings, 
over  and  above  the  rent,  of  10/.     Well 
might  the  noble  Lord  think  that  he  was 
giving  me  a  triumph  when  he  mentioiietl 
tbia  ftct.     I  couhl  hardly  have  believeil 


that  the  system  of  fraud  luider  the  exist* 
ing  law  could,  in  any  iostaaoe,  have  bees 
carried  to  such  an  extent  as  1  now  learn  it 
has  been  from  the  statement  of  the  noble 
Lord.      The  noble  Lord  says»  that  the 
measure  he  now  proposes  is  a  laige  altera* 
tion  of  the  existing  system,  and  tliat  it  is 
a  fresh  settlement  of  the  franchise  in  Ire- 
land.    There  can  be  no  doubt  of  these  two 
facts.     1  will  not  follow  the  noble  Lord 
through   the  details  into  which   he   has 
entered  upon  a  topic  which  he  very  pro- 
perly remarked  might  be  considered  as  the 
exclusive  property  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  f«ir  Dublin — I  mean  the  compa- 
rative  proportion  of  representation    and 
population  in  the  various  counties  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.     I  should  like,  liovever* 
to  know  distinctly  from  the  noble  Lord> 
and  from  her  Majesty's  Goremmenty  whe- 
ther they  now  mean  to  declare  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  authors  of  the  Reform 
Bill,  that  the  qualification  lor  the  elective 
franchise  should  be  based  upon  ponolntion 
and  not  upon  property.     I,  as  a  Member 
uf  Lord  Grey's  Government,  alwmys  un« 
derstood  that  it  was  distinctly  stated  by 
every  Member  of  that  Govemmenl,  that  it 
was  upon  property  only  that  the  qualifia^ 
ticm  was  to  be  ba«^ — that  the  riglit  to 
vote  sheuld  depend,  not  upon  the  gross 
amount  of  the  population  or  any  town  or 
county,  but  upon  the  number  of  that  po- 
pulation who  were  in  possession  of  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  property,  which  property 
should  enable  them  to  hold  such  n  station 
of  respectability  in  society  as  miffht  be 
expected  to  permit  them  to  exercise  the 
elective  franchise  with  honesty  and  inde- 
l>endence.     I  do  not  think  1  shall  have  a 
denial  of  this  fact  from  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colooies.      I  will  new 
abk  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, and  I  entreat  him  to  correct  me  if 
wrong,  whether  this  is  not  the  basis  of  the 
proposition    which   lie    now    submits    for 
forming  the  list  of  Parliamentary  electors 
ill  Ireland — namely,  that  every  man  who 
occupies  a  dwelling  which,  with  the  lend 
attached,  is  rated  at  5/.  net  annual  value* 
shall  be  entitled  to  exercise  the  privileges 
wliirh  are  now  restricted  to  persons  having 
10/.  Iieneficial  interest  r     ^Viscount  Mor- 
ptih:    With   fourteen   years*  possession.] 
Just  so.     I  am  right  then  in  supposing 
that  1  heard  from  the  noble  I..ord,  a  pMpo- 
Mtion  to  deluge  the  counties  of  Ireland 
by  infusing  into  the  constitnennr  erery 
niau  %i  h4>  has  a  dwelling  and  land  of  the 
net  annual  value  of  5/.,  and  (burteeo  years* 
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powession.  Every  man  who  has  a  cabiD  ' 
aiid  a  eouple  of  acres  of  land,  with  fourteen 
yeanT  fMwsession,  is  to  be  placed  upon  the 
ooDStitiiency,  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
in  Ireland  a  body  of  free  and  independent 
Toters !  1  hope  I  rightly  understood  the 
noUe  Lord.  I  hope  I  am  not  misinter- 
preting him.  I  hope,  from  his  silence,  I 
have  given  his  statement  as  he  wished  it 
ti>  be  understood  by  this  House  and  by 
the  country.  If  I  satisfy  myself,  that  1 
have  iiot  misinterpreted,  not  misunder- 
stood the  noble  Lord^  I  will  not  now  pre- 
maturely comment  upon  one  single  part  of 
the  bill  which  proposes  to  purify  the  con- 
stituency of  Ireland  in  the  manner  dis- 
closed to  us  this  evening.  I  will  offer  no 
opposition  to  the  bill  being  introduced.  I 
earnestly  desire  to  see  the  bill  printed. 
Till  that  be  done,  I  leave  it,  with  the  ex- 
planation of  the  noble  Lord,  to  tell  its  own 
tale,  and  to  make  its  own  way  if  it  can  — 
with  the  peof^of  England  and  the  people 
of  Iirelaad. 

Viscount  Howick,  like  his  noble  Friend 
who  had  just  sat  down,  proposed  to  reserve 
the  full  statement  of  his  views  upon  this 
sulnect  for  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  bill 
which  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland  now  sought  leave  to  introduce.  But 
as  he  was  laat  year  placed  in  the  very 
painful  situation  of  being  compelled  on 
more  than  one  occasion  with  reference  to 
this  subject  to  oppose  those  Friends  with 
whom,  during  so  long  a  series  of  years,  he 
had  constantly  and  regularly  acted,  he 
could  not  deny  himself  the  satisfaction 
now,  in  this  first  moment  that  the  measure 
was  brought  forward,  of  declaring  at  once, 
and  without  the  slightest  hesitation,  that 
to  the  principle  of  so  much  of  the  bill  as 
related  to  the  alteration  of  the  <}uaIification 
of  voters  in  Ireland  he  should  give  bis  most 
hearty  concurrence.  He  stated  last  year, 
when  the  subject  was  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House,  that  he  was  persuaded 
«^indeed  the  hct  was  admitted  on  both 
sidfs-^that  the  existing  system  of  regis- 
trmtion  in  Ireland  afforded  facilities  for 
fraud,  mid  temptation  for  perjury.  It  af* 
fcMPded  he  repeated  facilities  for  breaking 
through  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law, 
which  it  was  hardly  possible  to  expect  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  could  resist.  Such 
being  the  case,  he  did  not  regret  the  opin- 
ion he  then  expressed,  that  he  was  bound 
to  support  any  measure  which  would  en- 
sore  a  more  satisfactory  administration  of 
the  existing  law.  At  the  same  time,  how- 
OTwr,  he  had  said  that  if  the  law  iUelf  aa 


well  as  the  mode  of  administering  it  was 
bad,  he  would  concur  in  the  amendmenC 
of  the  law,  but  while  the  franchise  con- 
tinued, what  it  was  he  would  not  be  a 
party  to  any  attempt  to  obviate  the  in« 
conveniences  arising  from  it  by  maintain- 
ing a  mode  of  registration  which  afibrded 
facilities  for  defeating  the  intentions  of 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  He  would  not 
consent  to  any  such  course,  because  be 
bt^lieved  that  by  doing  so  he  should 
l)c  undermining  the  sanctity  of  an  oath^ 
the  feeling  of  respect  for  the  law  of  ibfi 
land,  and  the  great  principles  of  religion  and 
morality  which  formed  the  real  strength  of 
every  country.  He  then  stated  that  it  was 
for  these  reasons  that  he  had  supported  the 
bill  of  the  noUe  Lord  the  Member  fog 
North  Lancashire,  because  he  believed,  and 
he  still  believed,  that  that  bill,  with  a  few 
alterations,  would  have  ensured  the  meaofi 
of  applying  the  law  in  respect  of  the 
fraodiise  in  a  more  sattsfactorT  manner 
than  at  present.  He  believed  that  it 
would  have  established — after  some  at 
terations  which  could  easily  have  been 
introduced— a  fair  tribunal  before  which 
the  right  of  the  voter  to  be  placed  on  the 
registry  could  have  been  ascertained.  Be- 
lieving this,  he  would  not  oppose  the  mea- 
sure for  any  temporary  purpose  or  party 
convenience,  nor  even  to  avoid  what  was 
infinitely  more  painful  to  him,  the  separa- 
tion from  Friends  with  whom  he  was  ac» 
customed  to  vote.  At  that  time  he  gave 
a  pledge  which  he  was  now  there  to 
redeem  ;  he  had  declared  that  though 
he  concurred  fully  with  the  noble  Lord 
in  his  desire  to  establish  a  tribunal  which 
might  fiiirlv  adjudicate  on  the  claims  of 
persons  applying  to  be  put  on  the  regift* 
try,  his  object  in  doing  so  was  not  to  re- 
strict the  franchise;  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  prepared  to  concur  in  any  satisfoctorj 
measure  for  amending  what  he  considered 
to  be  the  extreibely  defective  state  of  the 
franchise  at  present  existing  in  Irelandi^ 
The  principle  on  which  the  recommenda- 
tions of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Morpeth) 
was  founded,  he  remembered  was  originally 
thrown  out  by  the  boo.  Member  for  Mona- 
ghan  (Mr.  Lucas\  or  if  it  was  not,  it  at 
all  events  met  with  his  support.  These 
recommendations  seemed  to  him  to  rest 
on  the  plainest  principles  of  expediency* 
It  might  be  true  that  the  plan  now 
propoMd  unheard  of  in  England  and 
undreamt  of  in  Scotland  ;  this  he  was 
not  prepared  to  deny ;  but  even  though 
it  might  be  unheard  of  io  England  am 
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nndreaait  of  in  ScotUncI,  if,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  were,  suited  to  the  existing 
state  of  society  in  Ireluad,  if  it  weie 
calculated  to  cure  the  great  evils  that 
now  prevailed  in  that  country,  he  would 
not  be  deterred,  from  any  consideration 
of  that  kind,  from  giving  it  his  su)>- 
port ;  and  he  would  say  that  he  believed 
it  was  so  adapted  to  the  present  state  of 
society  in  Ireland.  With  respoct  to  the 
existing  franchise,  it  was  impossible  for  any 
man  to  look  around  at  what  was  passing 
before  his  eyes,  and  not  be  convinced  that 
it  was  wholly  inapplicable  to  that  country. 
What  was  the  meaning  which  the  two 
great  parties  in  that  House  attached  to 
the  term,  beneficial  interest,  as  applicable  to 
holdings  in  Ireland  ?  It  was  contended  on 
hb  side  of  the  House  (the  Ministerial), 
and  by  many  able  lawjrers,  that  tlie  term 
beneficial  interest  meant  whatever  profit  a 
tenant  might  make  from  bis  holding,  in- 
cluding in  this  definition  the  produce  of 
his  own  labour  and  that  of  his  family. 
This  was  justly  objected  to  bv  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  who  said  that  even  in 
Ireland,  where  wages  were  so  low,  a  man's 
labour  fur  a  year  was  worth  more  than 
lOi^  ;  consequently,  under  such  a  definition, 
there  could  be  no  holding  of  land  so  small 
as  not  to  convey  the  right  of  voting,  they 
therefore  contend,  that  the  term  beneficial 
interest  implies  that  the  person  should  be 
able  to  underlet  his  land  to  a  solvent  tenant 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  10/.  If  that  was  to 
be  the  valuation  under  the  Reform  Bill,  he 
begged  to  ask,  what  advantage  had  it  con- 
ferred on  Ireland  ?  It  was  impossiMe  not 
to  see  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  definition 
as  that  of  the  solvent  test  would  narrow 
and  restrict  the  franchise  of  that  country 
ID  a  manner  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  |)opular  liberty.  Both  these 
oonttructioiis  of  the  existing  law  that 
seemed  to  him  to  involve  consequences 
clearly  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  its 
franiera.  But  if  this  was  the  case,  if  both 
tboae  definitions  failed,  if  they  would  put 
ao  end  to  those  scenes  with  which  tney 
were  Auniliar  in  election  committees  of 
that  House,  in  whicii  parties  are  brought 
ferward — a  land  surveyor  on  the  one  side 
swearing  that  the  land  was  not  worth  10/., 
and  the  oceupicr  sw'cariog,  on  the  other, 
that  it  wss  worth  that  sumh-^both  attach- 
ing dHR»rent  meanings  to  the  word,  and 
both  justifying  thereby,  In  their  own  opin- 
■OBB,  the  oaths  they  had  taken — if,  he  re-^ 
peated,  they  wish  to  put  an  end  to  these 
•hww,  th^y  must  be  driveti  to  look  for  a 


new  franchise,  and  id  aeehiag  for  tluit  wmm 
franchise,  what  principle  is  ae  akeple  mi 
the  existihg  state  of  Ireland,  ao  likely  !• 
prevent  disputes  and  conflicting  sweaniig» 
and  all  the  excitement  of  the  preaeot  re- 
gistration— what  is  so  likely  to  answer  ell 
these  purposes  as  to  r^ulate  the  fra»» 
chise  according  to  the  amount  at  whirsh 
land  is  rated,  and  make  tliia  the  teal 
of  the  value  of  the  holdiDg  by  which 
the  franchise  is  to  be  gained  ?  It  ap* 
|ieared  to  him  that  such  a  principle  was 
just  and  proper ;  of  course  it  renuuned  fer 
a  future  stage  of  the  proceeding  to  com* 
sider  whether  tlie  amount  proposed  by  his 
noble  Friend  the  Secretary  for  Iielaad, 
namely  5/.  was  a  proper  amount.  On  that 
point  it  was  impossible,  without  further 
information,  to  express  a  definitive  opiiu. 
ion  ;  but  lie  would  freely  state  that,  as  iut 
as  his  opinion  went,  he  was  perfectly  pre* 
liared  to  concur  in  the  views  takcu 
by  his  noble  Friend.  He  cooaideied 
it  of  extreme  importance  to  the  future 
welfare  of  Irehmd,  that  they  should  pass 
this  measure,  co  that  the  inmohise  ef 
Ireland  might  not  be  improperly  aarrov* 
ed ;  and  although  he  considered  theae 
statements,  which  the  hon.  aed  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  had  so  often  repeated 
last  year,  of  the  coninarative  number  ef 
voters  in  Fngland  and  Ireland  in  reapeol 
to  the  population  of  each  country,  te  be 
utterly  worthless  as  an  argument  against 
establishing  an  effectual  tribunal  for  de* 
cidiug  on  the  €|ualification  of  the  voters, 
whatever  that  oualification  might  be ;  he 
was  yet  of  opinion  that  they  were  of 
tcrial  importance  wlien  they  were 
dcring  the  manner  in  which  the  ftmnchiae 
itself  should  be  regulated.  He  Mt  tee 
strongly  attached  to  the  great  nrincipiaa 
of  popular  liberty  not  to  ooBsider  h  ah* 
solutcly  necessary  to  fix  the  frnncliise  in 
such  a  manner  as  that  the  grant  body  ef 
the  people  of  IreUiid  might  feel  that  the 
Gentlemen  who  represented  them  in  Hwt 
House  did  roally  snmort  the  apiniaaa 
and  represent  the  ibelinn  ef  the  Mnfefu 
ity.  linbapplly  it  was  the  aisfartune  ef 
Ireland,  cntaiM  en  her  by  the  mmmmm* 
ment  of  centuries,  that  the  grant  salfc  ef 
the  property  in  that  cmintry  was  in  the 
hands  of  persons  divided  by  their 


opinions,    and    yet   strongor    pujmiiuMb 
fimn  the  great  nuijority  of  the  nnfMlnliaBi 


He  regarded  that  as  one  of 
evils  in  the  pressnt  eondition  ef  Iieinad,  hnt 
sudi  being  its  state  at  the  praaMl  nMnMai 
it  wenld  be  in  vnb  thm  thejr  hni  psHid  Cfti 
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tM)o  Belief  billa — it  would  be  all  in  nin 
th»t  th(^  bad  paned  the  Hdbmi  Bill— if, 
«otwHhstaadiag  these  tneaaures,  the  wholq 
polUinil  power  of  that  gieat  couotiy  waa 
again  ta  be  thiovo  into  tba  hands  of  a 
amall  alDority-r-if  that  daas  wluwe  power 
fw  the  last  few  yeara  had  virtually  been 
pat  an  ead  to,  uioutd  again  be  reatored 
to  it«  foriaer  aacendancy.  The  interral 
tliat  had  elapaed  during  which  Ireland  had 
enjeyed  a  ayatem  of  representation  which, 
aatwithatanding    ita    imperfectioaa,    be 


might  aay  notwithatandiiig  it«  gn^a 
and  glaring  defects,  atill  practically  sb- 
lureda  commuaity  i^  feeling  between  the 


Iri^  peo|>le  and  their  repreaentatives  . 
tbia  ioterTal  of  freedom,  would  reader 
pn^Bcdy  intolerable  the  restoration  now  of 
that  ascendancy  of  a  minority  which  for- 
merlyeziat^  He  did  not  regard  the  scenes 
that  had  taken  place  during  the  last  two 
months  in  that  country  without  great 
concern  and  alarm,  but  be  believed  that 
Qwe  of  the  great  parties  into  which  that 
country  was  dirMed  were  free  from  great 
and  serious  btame  for  the  danger  which 
tilj^t. at  present  exist  in  Ireland.  He 
thou^t  that  great  blame  was  attachable 
to  the  inrty  opposite,  who  had  been  in  the 
haUt  MhoIdloK  language  and  supporting 
measures  which  must  bare  been  highly 
diatastd^ul  to  the  great  body  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  On  the  other  luiid,  very  great 
Uame  rested  with  those  who  had  been  ac- 
customed for  many  months  past  to  repre- 
sent to  the  people  of  Ireland  that  the  Bri- 
ti^  House  of  Commons,  in  assenting  to 
eeversl  of  the  stages  of  a  measure  which 
jmrfessed  for  its  object  the  amendment  of 
the  tribunal  for  the  registeriug  of  electors, 
bad  really  the  intention  in  seckiog  to  pssa 
that  measure  to  disfranchise  the  people 
of  Irriand.  He  thought  great  and  se- 
rieuB  le^KHMibility  remiuned  with  those 
wko  ranreaented  in  this  light  the  act  of 
tka  DMjtwtly  of  the  House  of  Commonft 
adopting  a  bill,  the  principal  parts  oT 
wWcb  had  at  difierent  times  been  pro- 
paaed  by  Ministers  themselves.  He  be- 
lieved that  auch  a  represcnUtioB  of  the 
noHUte,  however  unfounded,  must  bav« 
fa^  a  meat  injurious  effect  on  the  people 
of  Ireland,  who  could  not  be  expected  ti< 
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and  a  eense  of  injustice,  the  ground  o» 
which  the  foundation  of  the  repeal  agite- 
l;ion  had  been  laid.  Great  blame  rntod 
with  both  theae  partsee,  but  a  still  ^«at«v 
Itlamo — be  would  not  shrink  eraa  in  tlw 
tirescnce  of  the  ben.  Member  hiMsdf  to 
dedare  it — ^waa  attributable  to  tbe  hea, 
nod  learned  Member  fer  Dublin,  fot  As 
meena  he  had  taken  to  excite  that  feeling 
of  dissatisfaction.  EBtertainiagtheoema* 
ions,  he  dec^y  lamented  tbe  state  of  laal. 
log  that  had  Men  prodooed ;  ud  tboogh 
he  blamed  the  difibrent  pwtiea  aaBcoesaavy 
in  producing  it,  be  was  firmly  pnsudad 
(hat  if  both  aides  of  the  House  reaUv 
wished  to  oombat  with  success  the  repau 
^igitation— if  tbey  wished  to  dwriv*  tW 
hon.  and  learned  Member  foe  Dublin  of  tliil 
lever  which  be  well  knew  how  to  use  with 
[be  greateat  effect,  they  must  take  care  j* 
considering  this  measure  so  to  frame  it 
that  the  priaciple  of  aaoendaacy  ceuh)  nal 
be  restMwI.  He  bad  already,  in  thie  flnt 
«tago  of  the  question,  stated  more  tbw 
was  his  ioteatioo  to  do  when  he  arose.  Hf 
would  Bot  continue  further  bis  ofaoem* 
tions.  exc^t  once  more  to  repeat  that  ht 
should  not  consider  himself  pledged  in  wf 
manner  to  the  details  which  his  WW* 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  bad 
sketched  out.  He  entirely  concurred  in 
tbe  principle  on  which  the  proposed 
alteration  of  the  franchise  was  fouoded. 
When  the  bill  was  printed,  he  would 
look  into  its  details,  and  be  an^iooslf 
hoped  that  it  would  be  fouod  to  oarrj 
into  effect  the  views  which  he  bad  ex* 
pressed. 

Mr.  (yContull  wished,  in  the  first  in- 
ince,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Hoos* 
a  statement  which  had  been  made  by 
the  noble  Lord  on  that  side  of  tbe  House, 
and  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site,  relating  to  the  registration  in  thq 
baroory  of  Balcothery,  in  the  county  of 
Dublin.  The  statement  was,  that  out  d^ 
200  registered  voters  there  were  no  les« 
than  fiO,  the  whole  of  whose  properly  woi 
not  rated  at  more  than  10/.  a>year  to  tbt 
Poor-law.  Now  he  wished  to  inform  tb* 
House,  that  the  gentleman  who  had  re< 
giatered  thoae  voters,  the  chairman  of  KiU 
maioh^jXi  had,  up  to  the  time  of  bisete^ 
vation  to  tbe  Bench,  been  considered  as  « 
rigid  Conservative,  it  bad  eief  been  statedli 
that  thai  Gentleman  bad  «a  wwwcaaiwi 
app«ued  ia  public  weauog  tbe  Qrangft 
b»dge.    He  was  niM  aware  wbeUwrsud» 
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M  to  hit  political  priociples,  neither  coold 
there  be  any  doubt  that  that  gentleman 
had  extreme  opinions  as  to  the  value.  He 
considered  that  the  test  to  be  applied,  was 
the  solvent  tenant  test,  so  thatjthese  Toters 
had  been  registered  by  a  gentleman  of 
Conservative  principles,  and  who  adopted 
the  highest  test  of  value,  and  got  under  the 
Poor-law  valuation  60  out  of  200  of  the 
▼oters  thus  registered  were  rated  under 
10/.  That  showed  the  House  that  the 
Poor-law  valuation  was  nota  low  rated  valu- 
fttion.  He  would  confess  frankly,  that  this 
bill  of  the  noble  Lord  had  given  him  great 
satisfaction,  and  he  thought  he  was  enti- 
tled to  say,  that  if  adopted,  it  would  give 
satisfaction  to  the  people  of  Ireland.  As 
the  other  noble  Lord  had  stated,  it  would 
take  a  strong  weapon  out  of  his  hands. 
The  noble  Lord  had  said,  that  he  had 
made  a  wrong  use  of  that  weapon,  he 
would  not  then  enter  into  a  discussion 
with  that  subject.  The  noble  Lord  was 
of  opinion,  that  last  Session  the  House 
had  intended  fairly  by  Ireland.  Now  he 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  House  hnd  in- 
tended to  oppress  Ireland.  The  noble 
Lord  looked  upon  the  measure  of  last 
Session  as  one  intended  for  the  good  re- 
gulation of  the  franchise.  He  looked 
upon  it  as  a  measure  having  for  its  object 
to  extinguish  the  franchises  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  But  there  was  a  way  to  solve 
every  doubt,  an  easy  way  of  contradicting 
him,  and  showing  he  was  wrong.  He 
Would  propose  the  present  measure  as  a 
test.  If  the  House  agreed  to  the  noble 
Lord's  bill|they  would  be  adopting  a  mea- 
sure which  would  give  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  which  would  do  away 
with  every  pretence  for  bringing  forward 
sgainst  them  the  false  and  foul  charge  of 
peijury.  It  would  have  the  advnntsge  of 
taking  away  from  every  bo<ly  even  the 
lemptatioo  to  false  swearing.  But  what 
if  they  adopted  the  measures  of  the  noble 
Lord  op|)Osite?  Why,  that  noble  Lord 
h«d  ^rsnk  from  defining  the  franchise — 
he  introduced  a  registration  bill,  and  al- 
though he  had  taken  the  trouble  to  con- 
strucf  a  most  elaborate  machine,  when  he 
was  asked  what  the  machine  was  to  do, 
be  would  not  tell.  If  he  went  to  any  ma- 
oufiictiiringtown  in  the  north  of  England, 
and  proposed  the  erection  of  some  most 
ehborste  piece  of  machinery,  the  first 
question  which  would  be  proposed  to  him 
would  be.  What  do  yon  propose  yonr  ma- 
ohiQtry  to  do  ?    If  be  siid,  ••  I  am  «nde« 


cided  what  sort  of  article  it  shall  be,  b«t 
lay  out  your  capital  on  the  machine.'*  He 
thought  the  noble  Lord  would  be  as  mimtk 
laughed  at  in  Yorkshire  as  be  was  dis* 
relished  in  Ireland.  Bet  then  the  eacuae 
was,  it  would  take  up  too  much  time  ef 
the  House — and  the  noble  Lord  had  net 
leisure  to  define  the  franchise.  But  it 
must  be  defined  somehow.  Would  they 
send  it  to  the  quarter  sessions,  and  have 
an  appeal  every  year  to  the  judges?  to 
judges  who  differed  on  the  subject  ?  When 
he  had  addressed  the  Honse  before  he  had 
stated,  that  seven  judges  were  in  fifonr 
of  the  question  of  the  solvent  tenant  test, 
but  that  five  were  the  other  way,  hot  there 
had  been  a  change  since.  The  present 
Chief  Baron  had  joined  the  five,  so  that 
take  it  as  strongly  as  they  would,  there 
were  six  to  six.  Mr.  Justice  Ball  had  not 
had  the  point  brought  l>efore  him,  but  if 
he  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  he  was 
when  at  the  bar,  then  the  proportion 
would  be  exactly  altered,  there  would  t>e 
seven  of  his  way  of  thinking,  and  five  the 
contrary.  Was  this  the  condition  in  which 
the  |>eople  of  Ireland  should  be  plsced? 
('ould  any  man  impute  to  the  present 
Chief  Baron  political  motives?  He  knew 
this  of  him — that  he  was  not  much  em- 
ployed as  an  advocate,  but  he  made  a 
most  excellent  judge.  They  had  a  similar 
instance  in  this  country,  the  present  Lord 
Chancellor  was  not  a  first-rate  advocate, 
but  he  believed  it  was  admitted,  that  be 
was  a  first-rate  judge.  The  powers  re- 
quisite for  an  advocate  and  for  a  jndfe 
were  totally  different.  He  thought  the 
Chief  Baron  of  Ireland  had  delivered  a 
most  satisfactory  judgment  in  respeet  to 
the  franchise.  But  the  noble  Lord's  InM 
would  put  an  end  to  all  this,  and  an  end 
to  all  discussion  as  to  the  politica  of 
judges.  Was  it  not  said,  that  they  came 
into  that  House  with  any  politics  thaa 
would  make  themselves  judges  ?  While 
this  system  lasted  it  must  be  so,  the  faiesat 
men  would  be  liable  to  calumny,  and  oa- 
lumny  against  the  beneh  should  not  be 
encouraged  by  any  statesmen,  lliat  mnst, 
however,  continue  if  they  fsUoired  the 
noble  Lord's  (Lord  Stanley's)  plaB,wlm 
refused  to  define  what  the  franehise  was. 
TbeChief  Baron  decided  one  way,  and  Mbu 
Howley,  the  chairman  of  Tipperaiy  de- 
cided another  way.  Here  were  tiam  mmm^ 
as  far  as  they  could  be  influeneed  by  il»of 
the  same  oolitics,  who  difend  om  tka 
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fraachtse  in?  Sappoie  Judge  Crampton 
vebt  the  circoif,  he  would  construe  ii 
strictly ;  if  the  Chief  Btron  went  he  would 
CMMtroe  it  liberally.  All  this  would  be 
avoided  by  adopting  the  bill  of  the  Go- 
veriNneiit.  ^  The  noble  Lord/'  continued 
Mr.  O'Connelly  "  talked  of  the  situation  of 
Ireland.  Is  it  right  that  he  should  do  so. 
I  may  be  aoeered  at  by  some  ;  but  1  know 
mmre  of  the  situation  of  Ireland  than  most 
men,  and  I  avow  that  there  u  among  the 
people  of  Ireland  a  strong,-  an  overwhelm- 
ing,  a  rooted  cooTiction,  that  they  canno 
obtaia  jtMtioe  in  this  House.  This  is  my 
opinion,  is  it,  then,  more  prudent  for 
yoo*»-for  now  yon  have  your  choice— to 
shoiw  a  disposition  to  do  justice,  or  to  act 
with  oppression.  The  House  has  now  the 
opportanity  of  showing  its  feelings  towards 
Ireland;  And  1  ask  you,  is  it  not  wise  to 
do  as  justice  ?  I  don't  care  what  preju* 
dice  or  bigotry  may  think,  and  I  believe  it 
is  from  a  notion,  that  it  is  good  for  the 
Protestant  that  you  act  oppressively  to- 
wards ns,  though  you  thereby  pay  but  a 
bad  compliment  to  the  Protestant  Church 
when  you  make  it  the  ally  of  injustice  and 
oppression.  But^  taking  the  situation  of 
Ireland,  this  feeling  is  increasing.  And 
are  you  at  liberty  to  forget  that  you  may 
want  the  right  arm  of  the  country  ?  You 
may  want  it  sooner  than  you  suppose. 
France  is  now  determined  not  to  go  to 
war  at  present,  but  has  she  made  her  mind 
up  not  to  go  to  war  when  she  is  prepared  ? 
Are  you  sure  she  is  not  now  preparing  to 
go  to  war  ?  Is  not  the  popular  sentiment 
set  at  nought  by  erecting  forts  round 
Paris,  and  are  not  those  who  have  been 
thought  most  anxious  for  liberty  straining 
every  nerve  to  make  Paris  formidable  to 
the  world  ?  Is  not  your  peace  an  armed 
peace,  as  was  said  on  the  first  evening  of 
the  Session?  Is  not  Germany,  is  not 
every  state  in  Europe  arming  }    And  are 

Jon  going  at  such  time  to  weaken  Eng- 
ind  by  making  an  enemy  of  Ireland  ?  The 
•oble  Lord  may  display  his  talent,  he  may 
displav  his  prejudice — I  won't  call  it  his 
hatred,  or  his  virulence — towards  us,  he 
may  display  his  prejudices  virulently,  but 
let  htm  remember,  that  at  no  time  is  it 
wise  or  honest  to  make  a  country  disaf« 
iected.  At  the  present  time  it  is  totally 
unsafe  to  make  Ireland  disaflbcted.  Yoo 
will  want  Ireland,  I  know  not  how  soon, 
and  no  doubt  you  may  have  her  at  the 
sU^  puffchase  of  justice ;  and  bo  doubt, 
iM|  jw  may  ioi«.  her  tiy  doing  Imt  in- 


justice.  In  one  of  those  despatches  of  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Palmerston),  which 
should  be  made  the  study  of  this  House, 
the  noble  Lord  writes  to  Mehemet  AU, 
*'  Your  Highness  must  know,  that  nothing 
is  so  difficult  as  to  retain  possession  of  • 
country,  the  people  of  which  are  die* 
affected."  What  is  true  of  Syria,  is 
equally  true  of  Ireland.  It  is  true*  I 
therefore  call  upon  the  House— you  will 
not  divide  to-night,  you  will  have  time  to 
think— I  call  upon  those  of  large  fortimee, 
of  great  possessions,  who  live  in  ease  and 
lu&ury — I  call  upon  the  wealthy  portion 
of  the  community  to  well  bethink  them- 
selves,  that  for  the  secure  enjoyment  of  aH 
these  luxuries,  they  may  want  the  suraoit 
of  Ireland  in  the  day  of  battle.  Tbej 
cannot  have  a  braver  or  aslronger— I  cm 
upon  them  to  think  of  these  things,  and 
to  make  their  choice  between  the  curse  of 
Ireland  and  the  noble  Lord's  bill  on  tke 
one  side,  and  the  blessing  of  Ireland  ami 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Secretary  on  the 
other. 

Mr.  Shaw  was  not  surprised  at  the  boo. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  being 
satisfied  with  the  measure  of  the  noUe 
Lord,  the  Secretary  fi>r  Ireland,  for  it 
might  as  well  be  called  a  bill  to  establisb 
universal  suffrage,  as  one  to  fix  the  quali- 
fication at  51,  He  would  remind  the 
House,  that  it  was  only  last  year  that  tbev 
passed  the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill, 
which  fixed  the  qualifications  of  persoos 
residing  in  the  boroughs  at  double  the  ei« 
tent  of  that  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
now  proposed  for  the  county  constituency. 
He  thought  the  proposition  monstrous* 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  although  the  ho«« 
and  learned  Gentleman  thought  the  pio» 
position  monstrous,  he  was  more  inchned 
to  take  the  noble  Lord's  interpretation, 
which  was,  that  it  would  give  a  fair  and 
full,  representation  to  the  people  of  lie* 
land.  Was  that  a  monstrous  prqMMitiott  f 
On  the  contrary,  he  thought  the  proposi-' 
tion  a  most  excellent  one,  and  waa  quite 
sore  that  it  would  put  an  end  to  the  die* 
content  and  agitation  at  present  existing 
in  Ireland.  He  would  not  say  more  than 
that  he  hoped  the  House  of  Commone 
would  show  to  the  people  of  Ireland  that 
they  were  determined  to  do  them  jnstiee.- 

Sir  R.  Baesioficonkl  not  sit  still  and  leain 
uncontradicted  the  misrepresentations  that 
had  been  made  on  this  subject.  He  woald 
beg  to  ask,  whether  there  was  any  eoam^ 
or.  perish  ia  the  proiince  ^  Ulrttc.  Um^ 


307 


{COMMONS} 


o/r0§§n^ 


hmt  pelilioMd  »f  aioil  ihe  nol^  Lord's 
(LMd  Su»Wy*«)  bill.  He  had  juti  re- 
immtd  from  that  cociniry,  and  had  al« 
UmM  a  Meetioif  repreteniiog  ihe  iDtelU- 
fMiCtt  ttod  properly  of  Ulster,  equalling  in 
Uioae  respects  all  the  other  three  prorinces 
of  Irelaiid,  at  which  not  oaly  the  bill  iras 
approved  of»  hot  all  the  enormous  abuses 
of  the  present  system  eiposed.  Knowing 
this  to  bo  the  case-p-knowing  that  all 
ranks  and  persuasions  in  that  district  were 
in  ftvour  of  the  bill— he  could  not  sit  still 
without  oontradicting  the  misrepresenta* 
tions  that  had  been  made. 

Mf.  BMtm  observed,  that  every  parish 
ia  tke  county  with  which  he  was  connected 
hud  petitioned  against  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Memlwr  for  North  Lancashire. 
Ho  ofiored  his  thanks  to  the  noble  Lord, 
tbo  SecioUry  for  Ireland,  for  Ihe  Bill  he 
had  that  night  moved  fur  leave  to  intro. 
duco,as  he  believod  it  would  be  productive 
of  great  good  in  Ireland.  Nothing  but  a 
de&iution  of  the  franchise  would  eAect  the 
object  they  had  iu  view,  ^hich  was  to 
tmnquiliie  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ire- 
hind.  The  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire,  was,  or  pretended  to 
be,  sadly  afraid  of  any  extension  of  the 
auAuge  to  the  people  of  Ireland;  but  had 
ha  ever  expressed  the  sliglitest  horror  at 
the  extermination  of  the  tenantry,  which 
had  taken  place  since  1 83*2,  and  for  poli- 
tioal  ofieoees,  as  they  were  called  ?  For 
Ihe  sake  of  Ireland  and  justice,  he  trusted, 
that  a  fhir  consideration  would  be  afforded 
to  the  bill  of  the  noble  Secretary  for  Ire- 
land, without  regard  to  any  partv  triumpli. 
If  thai  were  not  done,  it  would  create  in 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  even 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  were  earnestly 
in  favour  of  the  two  countries,  an  es- 
tmnfement,  a  species  of  insular  feeling, 
beoatise  they  would  be  convinced,  that 
they  had  nothing  more  to  hope  for  from 
thm  House,  and  then  all  feeling  in  favour  of 
the  uuKKi  would  he  swept  away  by  despair. 
Ho  Ifiisled  the  conduct  of  the  House 
wittU  itill  alfow  Ihem  to  hope. 

Mr.  /.  O'OamiWi  said,  that  as  to  the 
mpaolihilily  of  iho  meeting  to  which  the 
hoi*  Baronot,  the  Member  for  London* 
diifjyhadnHudodythoHouaei  howaaalraid, 
musi  liko  Ihe  hon.  Bnrooel'a  own  word 
fof  ll }  tor,  with  the  oxeopuon  of  his  own 
verr  faapoolahU  oamoi  and  Iho  names  ol 
ii  mm  other  oqiMdly  respeelahle  persons 
atmahad  lo  Iho  reouisiiion,  Ihe  names  of 
MM  wett  ahiotM  hi  Ayitory.   With 


respect  to  the  bill  proposed  to  he  iolro- 
doced  by  the  noble  Secretary,  sM  that  Iho 
House  at  present  knew  of  it  was  its  prio* 
ciple.  Of  that  he  certamiy,  as  far  as  it 
went,  approved,  and  he  hoped,  by  the  do« 
tails  of  the  measure,  that  that  principle 
would  be  well  worked  oet;  but  if  how. 
Gentlemen  opposite  thought  all  those  on 
his  side  of  the  House  were  completely  aa< 
tisfied  with  the  noble  Lord's  UMaanre, 
they  were  very  much  mistaken ;  for  he, 
and  many  hon.  Gentlemen  around  him, 
could  wish  that  the  frenchise  should  ho 
still  more  extended,  and  that  ii  ahould  be 
placed  on  the  footing  of  tho  Poor-law 
rating.  He  hoped  thai  tho  aobfo  Lord 
oppooite  (Lord  Stanley)  wo«M  aeo  the  pro- 
priely  of  withdrawing  bis  own  bill,  and  of 
allowing  tho  bill  of  the  noble  Lord,  Iho  8o«- 
cretary  for  Ireland,  to  be  Iho  meaanre  for 
redressing  the  evils  which  wore,  on  nH 
hands,  acknowledged  lo  exisi  under  Iho 
prtfsent  system.  Alihongh  the  noUe  Lord 
might  not  pay  much  regard  to  noythin* 
that  might  fall  from  him,  alill  ho  wowM 
impfore  the  noble  Lord  to  oosMuder  hio 
steps,  and  to  avail  hiosself  of  Iho  goldoa 
bridge  that  was  now  oflhred  lo  hks, 
and  give  up  his  own,  and  aupporl  tho 
bill  which  the  noble  Secretary  awed  leavo 
to  introduce.  The  noble  Lord  would  ad 
wisely  in  adopting  this  suggestion,  for  ho 
might  depend  upon  it  thai  every  step 
taken  in  his  own  hill  was  but  adding  ins* 
mensely  to  the  ranks  of  the  Repenlera, 
and  nothing  could  more  certainly  insure 
the  triumph  of  that  cause  than  the  anoeesa 
of  the  noble  Lord's  own  measure.  If  tbo 
noble  Lord  were  really  pledged  againsl 
Repeal  to  the  death,  the  beat  moans  he 
could  take  to  defeat  it  was  to  adopi  Iho 
bill  of  the  noble  SecreUry  of  Ireland.  He, 
however,  confessed,  that  be  did  not  think 
the  noble  Lord  woukl  do  so ;  for  thorn 
seomed  to  be  a  ahofl-sightedness  and  « 
species  of  mentnl  blindness,  ns  if  by  tho 
interposition  of  Providence,  over  accowi 
panymg  the  acts  of  oMn  whose  aim  it  woo 
to  prejudice  the  righu  and  interesU  of  m 
whole  ustioo.  Such  men  looked  ooly  at 
tho  immediate  injury  they  wished  lo  hu 
diet,  being  quite  recklees  of  Ihe  lenlblw 
reoMlioD  thai  might  conse,  Uowovor,- 
whalever  the  noble  Lard  might  do»  ho 
hoped  boo.  Oenllemen  on  Ua  aide  of  iho 
Houae  would  give  Ihe  peoplo  of  Isninnd 
more  than  a  more  divided  onpport»aKboo 
they  gave  them  bat  yonr-^-ihallhoy  uiowl* 
Qoi  aUow  iiarliumrwury  taiuiMmM  lo  di^ 
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away  with  the  righu  of  a  natioa«  btitihat 
liMy  Mp  on  each  and  every  occasion  upoq 
which  they  were  called  upon  lo  bacUe 
with  the  noble  hwd  oppoeiie,  give  to  Ire- 
land  iheir  earnest  assistance.  The  people 
of  Ireland  did  not  underitand  parliamen- 
tary forms  and  the  niceties  of  parliamen- 
tary courtesies.  He,  therefore,  hoped  that 
if  they  really  wished  to  prove  to  the  people 
of  Ireland  that  there  was  a  disposition  in 
the  HoQse  of  Commons  to  do  them  justicei 
they  would  give  the  noble  Secretary's  bill 
their  support  throughout. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  did  pot  rise  for 
the  purpose,  of  offering  any  opposition  to 
the  intNxluction  of  the  bill  by  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  but  he 
had  hoped  that  by  this  time  all  those  ridi- 
culous and  absurd  attacks  which  had  here^ 
tofore  been  made  upon  his  noble  Friend 
(Lord  Stanley)  would  have  ceased.  He 
was  g^  to  see  evidence  of  a  disposition 
on  ihe  part  of  the  noble  Secretary  to  im^ 
prate  the  registration  system  in  Ireland. 
Thera  was  no  person  of  any  political  party 
thai  could  deny  that  there  were  grievous 
evila  existing  under  that  system.  So  strong 
and  [general  did  this  opinion  prevail,  that 
the  noble  Lord  had  actually  been  coerced 
to  bring  forward  this  measure.  He  would 
not  at  this  stage  of  the  debate  enter  upon 
a  discussion  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
but  he  could  not  help  deprecating  the 
clause  which  went  to  establish  the  bl, 
franchise,  which  was,  in  other  words,  tak- 
ing population  instead  of  property  and 
intelligence  as  the  basis  of  representation. 
Before  he  sat  down  he  wished  to  allude 
to  an  observation  which  fell  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  respect-i 
iog  a  most  hon.  Member  of  the  Irish  bar, 
Mr.  Blackman*  The  hon.  and  learned 
Meaiher  had  said,  that  Mr.  Blackman, 
who  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Cottr4  for  the  oaunty  of  DubUn,  had  ap- 
ponied  OD  the  circuit  wearing  an  orange 
badge  on  bis  coat  Now,  he  (Mr.  Sergeant 
Jackson)  knew  that  there  was  not  a  more 
boooovable  person  at  the  Irish  Bar  than 
Mr.  Blackfliian,  and  he  did  not  believe 
that  that  gentleman  ever  could  have  been 
gwiUyof  so  improper  an  act.  He  had 
never  heard  it  sMd  or  insinualed  that  Mr. 
Blackman  was  ever  guilty  of  >tbeimpropri- 
ety  or  indecency  of  wearing  a  badge  of 
nay  fiarty  desolation  on  tl^  eireiiit.  It 
oertMiljr  becMM  the  ho«4  ^4  loariied 
Meflsbar  for  Dnhltn  less  thi».%ayhodj 
ckfrta  lilk  «f  iwrsiM  meoiipg  te^gos^ 


when  that  hon.  imd  learned  Mefntai 
himself  appeared  in  tb«t  House  wiUl 
the  repeal  button  on  his  cot^t,  %\^ 
respeot  to  the  nqble  Seoretary  for  Uelu4!|. 
bill,  he  was  quite  ready  toeg(amii»9  itsjuvif- 
visions^  and  do  whi^t  be  could  to  ifnp 
it,  in  order  that  it  might,  in  case  the. 
of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Stanley) 
be  rejected,  be  passed  into  a  litw  for 
improvemeot  of  the  system  of  registniiiMl 
and  of  the  franchise  iu  Iroland.  t 

Mr.  (y  Cornell  wished  to  say,  in  nx* 
planatipn,  that  he  did  notstiit^  the  rumoiir 
of  the  wearing  of  a  bsdg^  by  M(.  iiftlaok? 

num  in  the  way  of  disparaging  that  Chmr 
tieman,  b^  mfutioped  it  only  aa  illuslrat^f 
a  fact.    It  s«em«d  that  tha  ho«.  .tm 

learned  Serge«|nt  was  the  ouly  per«w  wW 
thought  that  the  wearing  of  an  Onoga 
badge  waa  dei^gatory  to  a  peisw  fi^linf 
an  pfficiid  station*  i  v 

Mr.  ViVi^u  SiiHmt  agraod  with  the  hm^ 
and  learned  Sergeant*  that  the  ptaaens 
system  was  accompanied  with  many  evil% 
hut  it  did  not  foUow  that  the  bill  propoafd 
by  the  noble  liirdj  the  Member  for  Noilll 
Uncasbire  (Lojd  Stanley)  would  apply:n 
proper  remedy.  He  opuld  state,  irom .  hia 
own  knowledge^  that  in  the  county  of  Wuv 
tacfprd,  in  consequence  of  tha  troubki  iii4 
inconvenience  to  which  parties  were  {hH 
by  the  present  systemj  tliere  waa  an  apathy  • 
00  the  part  of  th^  people  with  regard  0  tha 
fran<;hise,  which,  in  his  view,  ii»as  fraughl 
with  danger  to  the  country.  If  th^y  waaa 
to  haven  really  rt pcesentative  system, ttmf 
must  give  the  parties  an  easy  way  of  aUt 
quiring  their  right.  If  they  did  not,  tha 
people  would  lo^  to  iUegitiniate  sonroea 
for  obtainipg  it.  Instead  of  seeking  their 
rights  through  the  Imperial  Parlianientf  • 
they  wouU  endeavour  to  find  them  by  -. 
setting  up  a  sor4  of  Parliament  in  PuUill  . 
or  elsewhere.  .    ,\ii 

Lord  C^emenlf  oongratulatad  tha  Hauna  • 
upon  having  some  substantial  maasnw  nl ' 
length  bronght  forward  that  woaM  a4  otia 
settle  all  dispulea  arising  out  of  tbn  paav  ^ 
sent  defective  syatom  resf^^ctioft  tf^lWW  - 
tmtion  and  the  fram^sa  in  Iratand*  •  Xiif 
ralnation  upon  thn  Vom-Um  nlifitmtl 
notoriously  aiieeedingl]p  lowt  ftnd  4k»  «oUa  * 
Loid  oppoaito  hadnvaiM  kiasa^iaf  iNH 
foetm  ralao  an  objantkm  agnaaiititlNi  imi' 
position  of  bia nobkFfiand t  ImMM kit  i 
noble  FrJMidi  tnslan4»of  melianinialmt.. 
valuntton,  enotad  tha  eadMsao  Tal»alaa% 
the  jiaUa  Lord  appaalta  oo^d.nolhaMl 
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ii  was  alaotl  himimblj  the  case  that  the 
•rdttaoce  Talaation  was  much  above  the 
nmli.  He  hoped  the  ooble  l^ord  would  not 
peffBerere  with  his  bill.  He  did  not  wish 
to  ioqaire  whether  it  were  the  fault  of  the 
•oUe  Lord  or  no ;  but  any  bill  emanating 
froai  him,  no  matter  what  it  was,  even 
iopposiog  it  carried  benefit  with  it,wonldbe 
taken  with  distrust,  and  must  necessarily 
be  taken  with  distrust,  as  coming  from  him. 
[LaMgkierJ]  The  noble  Lord  might  laugh, 
but  the  fact  was  so.  Why,  the  noble  Lord 
was  the  very  author  of  the  measure  which 
was  now  so  loudW  and  universally  com- 
plained of  thronghout  Ireland.  The  very 
uncertain  phraseology  in  which  the  fran- 
chise was  expressed,  had  caused  all  the 
injurions  effects  that  were  now  sought  to 
be  remedied.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  act  upon  his  word, 
and  leave  the  present  measure  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  House  without  his  interference. 

Mr.  Ward  thought  he  had  had  the  plea- 
sore  of  hearing  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
(Lord  Stanley)  say  that  he  would  leave  this 
question  with  confidence  to  the  judgment 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  was,  there- 
fore, anxious  to  take  the  first  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  conviction  that  there 
would  be  a  very  powerful  feeling  in  favour 
of  the  system  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord 
opposite  must  permit  him  to  say  (without 
meaning  any  discourtesy),  that  bis  bill  was 
not  an  honest  bill.  It  was  a  dishonest 
bill ;  because  the  noble  Lord  had  avoided 
the  Tery  difficulty  upon  which  all  the  other 
inconveniences  rested.  The  noble  Lord's 
bill  did  not  mention  the  franchise;  it  did 
not  attempt  to  define  it.  'Hio  noble  I/>rd 
proposed  nothing,  but  to  throw  more  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  those  who  were  en- 
titled to  exercise  the  franchise  as  the  law 
DOW  stood.  It  was  his  distinct  conviction 
that  the  evils  of  the  exbtiog  system  must 
be  corrected,  and  that  the  settlement  of 
the  question  could  be  infinitely  better  ef- 
faeled  bt  the  bill  of  his  noble  Friend  than 
bv  Ibt  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite. 
Ilia  remedy  which  that  noble  Lord  pro- 
pditd  appeared  to  him  to  be  worse  than 
tha  disease.  It  would  only  lead  to  a  series 
of  ambarrassments  and  persecutions  in 
Ireland  of  the  humbler  class  of  voters  by 
those  who  were  placed  abofe  them. 

Mr.  JUriaii  denied  that  the  bill  of  the 
B^Ue  Lord  the  Member  for  North  Lanca- 
ibita  had  been  receited  in  Ireland  with 
diMppiobatioii.  Ooibeconiniry,how^d 


aasert,  from  his  own  knowledge  of  Ireland, 
that  it  was  received  by  all  the  influeotidil 
and  respectable  classes,  and  by  tlie  great 
mass  of  intelligence  in  that  country,  as  m 
useful  measure,  and  only  likely  to  meet 
and  put  an  end  to  the  demoralizing  system 
which  had  long  and  still  existed  in  that 
country,  arising  from  the  present  mode  of 
registration.  It  was  also  utterly  untrue 
that  the  lower  classes  looked  with  regret 
at  the  passing  of  this  bill.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  attempt  to  get  up  agttatioo 
against  the  noble  Lord's  bill  it  was  noto- 
rious utterly  failed.  The  petitions  in  fa- 
vour of  Lord  Stanley's  bill  were  most 
numerous.  Those  who  were  for  oniversal 
suffrage,  no  doubt,  would  support  the  bill 
now  proposed  to  be  introduced.  Those 
who  thought  that  property,  intelligence, 
and  character  should  be  nothing, and  num- 
bers everything,  would  of  course  approve 
of  that  clause  which  gave  a  5L  rating,  ir- 
respective of  any  rent.  It  was  nothing 
short  of  universal  suffrage.  Nay,  he  would 
rather  have  universal  suffrage,  because  then 
they  would  have  it  by  iu  right  name.  But 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Morpeth)  was  desi- 
rous of  having  it  by  its  wrong  name — he 
would  call  it  an  illegitimate  suffrage. 

The  O*  Connor  Don  could  not  help  ob« 
serving  upon  one  statement  that  had  been 
made  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleaaaa 
who  had  just  spoken.  That  boo.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  said  that  all 
the  respectable  people  of  Ireland  were  in 
favour  of  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire.  He  hoped 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  did  not, 
limit  all  the  resjpectability  of  Ireland  merely 
to  the  circle  of  his  own  acquaintance.  He 
confessed  that  among  his  acquaintaoea 
there  was  a  strong  pervading  feeling  agaioaC 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord.  The  general 
feeling  throughout  Ireland  was  that  the 
intention  of  the  noble  Lord  was  not  to 
amend  the  registry  but  to  restrict  the  fnui* 
chise.  He  thought  the  most  beneficial  peri 
of  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  below  hiai 
(Lord  Morpeth)  was  that  which  weAi  to 
define  the  franchise.  At  present,  lor  want 
of  that  definition,  imputations  of  perjery 
were  made  on  both  sides,  and,  perbap«« 
neither  party  was  really  goilty  of  the  erime* 

Leave  given. 

Railwats.3  Mr.  L&hmtekert  foae,  \m 
pursuance  of  notice,  to  move  Km*  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better  r^gvletioB  off 
railwaya.    He  did  Bet  feri  it  mntmuj  I9 
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trouble  the  House  with  any  lengthened  ob- 
aerfmtione  at  this  stage  of  the  measure.  It 
«4is  a  subject  of  equal,  difficulty  and  im- 
pavt«nce»  and  one  which  must  engage  the 
attentioo  of  the  House  at  a  future  period. 
Tlie  bill  which  he  was  about  to  introduce 
wae  to  provide  increased  securities  to  per* 
sons  trarelling  on  railways.  The  House 
would  agree  with  him  after  what  occurred 
during  die  last  few  months  in  regard  to 
travelling  on  railroads,  that  it  was  incum- 
bent on  her  Majesty's  Government  to  con- 
uder  whether,  by  any  interference^  they 
could,  prevent  the  recurrence  of  those  acci- 
dents, which  had  produced  so  much  alarm 
in  the  public  mind.  And  if^  upon  due 
consideration  of  the  subject,  it  should  ap- 
pear to  them  that  any  arrangement  couldi 
be  made,  which  would  have  a  tendency 
to  diminish  the  chance  of  those  accidents 
and  riskSf  he.  felt  he  should  desert  his  duty 
if  he  did  not  propose  to  the  House  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  would  lead  to  tha^result. 
Those  accidents  naturally  became  the  sub- 
ject of  very  minute  investigation  on  the 
part  of  the  railway  department,  which,  by 
the  bill  of  last  Session,  was  attached  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  ^  and  the  measure  which 
he  now  proposed  to  introduce  was  founded 
upon  the  recommendations  of  that  depart- 
ment, contained  in  a  report,  a  copy  of  which 
he  had  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
few  days  ago.  That  report  set  forth  so 
much  more  rally  and  clearly  than  he  could 
do  the  grounds  upon  which  he  asked  leave 
to  introduce  this  bill,  that  he  felt  it  use- 
less to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in 
detailing  the  facts  and  arguments  in  its 
support.  He  would  content  himself  with 
mentioning  the  principle  and  main  provi- 
sion of  the  bill,  just  premising  that  the 
whole  and  sole  object  of  the  measure  was 
directed  exclusively  to  an  attempt  to  in- 
crease the  safety  of  travelling  on  railways. 
It  wiis  undoubtedly  desirable  that  Govern- 
ment should  not  attempt  any  minute  in- 
tcrlence  with  the  particular  province  of 
the  directors  of  railways,  who  were,  as  it 
were,  the  natural  guardians  of  the  public 
as  well  a!(  of  their  own  undertaking ;  but, 
upmi  long  consideration,  and  after  con- 
sulting with  many  parties  interested  in  rail- 
ways, while  there  were  s^ime  points  on  which 
it  would  not  not  be  well  for  Government 
to  interpose,  there  were  others  on  which 
it  was  thought  that  advantages  would  re- 
sult from  a  limited  superintendence.  Great 
euigKeration  had  prevailed  on  the  subject 
of  accidents,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
sayiug»4bat  in  his  opinion  there  was  no 


mode  of  conirejmce  ao  little  lidble  to  tah 
asters  as  by  railways.  It  waa  likdy  dM 
the  alarming  nature  of  such  aoddoits,  and 
the  shape  in  which  a  knowledge  of  thev 
reached  the  public,  would  jn^uoe  a  atmif 
impression,  and  it  was  above  all  neeessaqf 
for  the  interests  of  the  companiea  theain 
selves,  that  the  public  should  be  satiated 
that  every  means  was  adopted  to  diminisli 
danger,  and  to  lessen  the  chimce  of  tim 
loss  of  life,  or  of  the  injury  to  penonaaad 
property.  While  he  admitteUt  that  the 
risk  was  small  when  compared  with  tb* 
number  of  passengers  conveyed^  he  le* 
joiced  that  even  that  risk,  pmall  as  it  waat 
miffht  in  every  probability  be  rei.dere4 
stiU  smaller — he  hoped  that  without  .any; 
material  interference  with  the  directors  4if 
companies,  travelling  by  railway  midit  be. 
made  still  more  secure.  The  difficulty  ba 
felt  was  this: — though  he  acknowledged 
that  the  interference  of  Government  ought 
to  be  restricted  to  narrow  bounds,  and.toat 
it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  without  mfL% 
caution,  yet,  if  the  department  witli  wbiHk, 
he  was  connected  were  to  have  effirient 
control  (and  if  it  were  notefficient»  it 
would  better  to  have  no  control),  it  waa 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  bill  ahodd 
be  of  a  general  nature,  and  that  the  Board 
of  Trade  should  take  upon  itself  the  4w* 
cretion  and  responsibilitv  of  ap^ying  it^ 
Some  hon.  Members  might  feel  alarmed  at 
seeine,  that  by  the  bill  a  large  power  waa 
asked;  but  after  having  tig^n  and  a^^ 
considered  the  subject,  he  could  not  ststj 
how  the  measure  could  be  limited  without 
crippling  its  efficacy  by  inconvenient  de-. 
tails.  A  report  of  the  officers  of  the  rail- 
way department  was  now  upon  the  Tsble, 
from  which  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 
reading  one  or  two  extracts.  The  follow^ 
ing  passage  related  to  the  general  principM 
of  Government  interference  :-^ 

"  With  regard  to  the  nature  and  extent  of 
these  powers,  the  proper  distinction  appeaia 
to  us  to  be,  that  the  Government  shooid  no^ 
attempt  to  interfere  in  questions  of  an  expert- 
mental  nature,  which  are  still  subjects  of  die* 
cussion,  and  admit  of  a  fair  diflerenea  tl 
opinion  among  practical  men;  nor  should  H 
attempt  to  regulate  matters  of  detail,  so  as  lo» 
take  the  management  of  the  railways  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  parties  immediately  respon- 
sible, viz  ,  the  directors  and  their  officers.*^ 

The  commissioners  next  proceeded  t» 
state  the  points  on  which  It  waa  thought 
Government  interference  would  be  Ima-^ 

ficial; —  t- 

» 

<<On   the  other  band,   the  Qefsramnfc 
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ftkovkl  have  the  power  of  enforcing,  whenever  I  to  entriMt  aach  estoMiiv  powm  to  tibe 
U  it  foaud  itec«Mary,  the  obeenrence  of  all  pre- 1  Board  of  Tnde    he  most  rMdilv  ackmnr- 


with  as  littfe 


|M*ini«  »9  ific  cun.paralive  auvantiges  or  six  """'* VTuI  iT  »7'  •™  r/"j?!j*  »"*""g*- 

aiid  four-whcpled  engines,  ihe  best  consiruc-  "*^".*  of  the  directors  oF  the  difTerent  com- 

tjoii  and  mode  of  laying  down  rails,  tlie  best  pwjies.     \\  here  the  ftioani  of  Trade  was 

form  and  eonilnirtion  of  w beets,  axlei,  6rc.,  satiafiefl  that  some  general  regniatioD 

ami  oiher  points  of  a  aimilar  nature,  upon  rp({uired,  it  ought  to  he  eofoned  by 


nrematuro  for  the  uovernment  to  111-     ■*  „„«  ._«°    ^      ^i        ^l  *     v  ,      ,« 

terfercMiutil  eiper.eucc  bas  solved  ,he  cpies- .  '^ '"^V^'^H^^'^^^"! ******  ^ 
lions  %vbicb  may  still  be  fairly  considered  as  '^  rw|t«treil  Tor  the  driver  of  a  vehicle  in  a 
doubtful.  Hut  with  regard  to  other  points,  P"blic  street,  and  yet  tliat  any  man,  how- 
such  as  the  propriety  of  introducing  upon  ,  ever  i^imrant  or  incom|H.'teat,  nii;;ht  he 
every  railway  such  arrangements  respecting  •  made  an  engine  driver,  and  thus  be  en- 
time-Ublei  and  siguaU,  as  experience  his  .  trusto<1  with  the  livifs  and  safetv  of  hiin- 
shown  to  be  necessary  for  preventing  collision,  •  ,lreds  of  hisfellow-i-ieatures.  He  pmtiosed 
of  eilablishing  a  proper  and  uniform  code  of    iberefore,  that  a  licensing  system  should 


regulations  for  engine-drivers,  guards,  and 
other  servantH  placed  in  a  re<«ponsibIc  situa- 
tion, and  for  maintaining  sliict  discipline  ;  nml 


he  established,  and  that  no  man  be  per- 
initte<I  to  drive  an  engine  who  had  not 


generally  of  introducing  upon  all  railways,  '  P"^*'""*'*')' obtainwl  a  license.  A  register 
whatever  bas  l>een  adopie<l,  and  proved  to  be  would  be  ke|it  of  litvnsed  engine-drivers, 
conducive  to  safety,  by  ibc  practiro  of  those  '  and  in  case  of  misconduct,  he  would  be 
whieh  are  considered  to  be  the  Item  conducted ;  liable  to  lie  depri^-eil  of  his  license.  He 
no  difference  of  opinion  can  exisi.  and  it  the  apprehended  that  this  would  operate  as  an 
principle  of  Government  supervision   bead-    important  check   on    the  emplovment  of 

?Jm  irlii;  l^lkr"""'  *'"*^  '  "'''''  *'*"*'"'''  i  "»«*  \^^^^*  ^''-^  *«'"«  J^'*"  the  chance 

neiu  lor  its  exercise.  ^t  a^ ^    ^.i         ti*         *^ 

I  of  danger  to  the  public.     At  present,  men 

With  rcs|)cct  to  the  point  of  time  tabbs,  '  who  had  Ijecn  turned  off  one  railway  some. 

lie  might  mention,  that  on  the  !)Ost  lines  |  times  got  «'nii)1ovmeiit  ution   others,  and 

the  trains  are  worked  by  time  tables  ;  and  -  fatid   results  fiatf  been  the   consequence. 

to  shew  how  proper  it  was  tliat  such  should    Tl>^  rop«irt  on  the  Table  (*ontained  also  va- 

bc  the  case,  he  might  add,  that  on  several    riotis  suggestions  as  to  the  obtaining  of 

railways  where  such  a  precaution  was  neg-    statistical  information  by  the  interference 

lected^  the  most  frightAiI   accidents  had    of  (Jovcrnment ;  but  recollecting  that  last 

oociirrcd.     He  thoiiglit  that  a  measure  of  ^  Session  the  House  pronouncc^l  an  adverse 

thin  kind  might  safely  he  entrusted  to  a  :  opinion,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  insti- 

Government  boanl,  in  onlc»r  to  enforce  a  !  tilting  an  inquisitorial  power,  it  was  not 

principle  which  all  who  had  investigated  '  j^is  intention  to  include  any  such  provision 

Ihe  subject,  admitted  to  l)e essential  to  the  '  i"  the  bill.     All  be  desirecl  was,  that  the 

jiubllc  safety,    lie  did  not  like  to  multiply  I  House  would  duly  consider  the  measure 

instances,  but  lie  would  noiice  one  other,    when   brotiglit  liefore  it,  with  a  view  to 

OnmoMtof  the  railways,  a  particular  sicnal  I  rentlc'r   »t  efficient  for  the   public  safetv, 

had  •'••'•         •  •    '  "'-'^  "-  '■"*'  -•    '^ '*      '*' 


was  a 

was 

dolmir:  and   nn   cngii 

quitletl  a  line  on  wbicli  a  red  light  was  j      Colonel .^lAf Aor/)  had  always  considered 

usedj   and   came  u|N>n    a   lino    where   a  \  &I1  railways  public  frauds  am}  private  rob- 


bliie  liglit  was  usoti,  nii^lit  easily  be  con- 
fouiKli*d  lietwcH'U  the  tw(»,  and  the  most 


beries,   by   gambling    speculators.      The 
capital,  at  present,  embarkc<l  in  these  un- 


disastroiis  conscfiiiences  mi*rht  U'  the  re-    dertakin^^  was  not  le<^  thin  sixty-funr  or 


suit.  This  was  another  case  in  which 
|M)Wcr  might  safely  l»e  entrusted  to  a  (lO- 
verment  Uiard  to  enforce  one  general  and 
uiiiforni  regulation.  It  was  utterly  iiii- 
pnsnible  that  ail  smb  instances  should  In* 
ipecfffcd  in  a  bill,  but  in  asking  the  House 


sixty-five  millions,  and  by  the  last  returns 
there  were  not  f?wcr  than  108  railways. 
On  tbe^e,  the  accidents  had  been  much 
more  numerous  than  apiM^ared  from  the 
papers  on  the  T.dde.  ilardlj  one  acci- 
dent in  ten  came  before  the  public,  and 
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(he  flireeton  did  their  otmoit  to  prevent 
puUieity.  Innkeepen  and  other  most  re* 
ipectable  classes  of  persons  had  been 
mined  or  thrown  out  of  employment,  and 
on  his  iifny  to  town  he  had  made  inquiries 
and  ftmnd  that  not  a  single  Member  of 
Parliament  had  travelled  post ;  while  the 
post-boy,  to  whom  he  gave  5s.,  declared 
thai  il  was  the  first  he  had  received  in  as 
mny  weeks.  He  looked  with  the  utmost 
j«ak>usy  at  every  measure  emanating  from 
the  present  Ministers ;  and  when  he  found 
that  a  new  system  of  licensing  was  to  be 
established,  he  wished  to  know,  as  the 
budget  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quet  was  likely  to  be  a  melancholy  one, 
how  many  pounds  or  pence  of  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue  he  expected  to  make 
op  by  this  new  eicperiment  ?  He  hoped 
that,  if  this  bill  Were  passed,  a  clause 
would  be  introduced  to  compel  the  pro- 
prietors of  railways  to  pay  the  parties 
whom  they  deprived  of  their  property  the 
sums  they  had  promised  to  allow  by  way 
of  compensation.  He  pronounced  it  as 
his  decided  opinion^  that  these  rtefkrious 
^ehemes  would  ere  long  appear  before  the 
public  in  their  true  light — that  all  the 
railway  companies  would  be  bankrupt, 
find  that  the  old  and  happy  mode  df  tra- 
velling on  turnpike  roads  in  chaises,  car- 
riages, and  stages,  would  be  restored. 

Sir.  Ewart  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
drawn  a  most  judicious  distinction  in 
frtshirtfi;  to  centralise,  for  the  sake  of  in* 
fbrknation,  without  needless  interference 
with  the  directors  of  the  various  compa- 
nies. Last  year,  he  had  doubled  the 
phlicy  of  any  interposition  on  the  part  of 
Government,  but  he  now  acknowledged 
the  fitneito  of  it,  in  the  way  and  to  the 
extent  proposed.  With  regard  to  the 
danger  of  travelling  on  railways,  if  the 
gallant  Colonel,  who  was  so  much  alarmed, 
would  read  such  an  orthodox  publication 
lis  the  Quarterly  Review,  he  would  see 
that  the  accidents  by  railway  were  fewer 
than  by  any  other  mode  of  travelling.  He 
(Mr.  Ewart),  would  now  say  what  had 
been  a  while  ago  observed  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Colonel,  that  facts  were  stub- 
born things.  He  (Mr.  Ewart)  was  for 
giving  such  powers  as  would  render  the 
acts  of  the  railway  commissioners  not 
abortive  of,  but  productive  of  some  good 
eflfect:  His  right  hon.  Friend  had  alluded 
to  the  system  of  licenses.  He  hoped  that 
it  woold  be  found  to  succeed,  but  he  had 


some  doubt  as  to  whether  tMi  iyslem  dC 
licensing  was  necessary.  They  all  ktmw 
that  the  system  of  ttage-coaehes  w«8  nd*- 
mirably  conducted— to  foe  sore,  the  nttiit*' 
her  of  accidents  (hat  occulted  oit  thetth 
was  more  numerous  than  that  which  tdHk 
place  on  railways,  but  yet  they  wefe  ad- 
mirably conducted,  and  that  without 
licenses.  He,  then,  had  his  doubte  to 
whether  licenses  were  so  indispensaMt 
necessary.  There  was  another  'reeottj^ 
mendation  of  the  commissioners,  respect- 
ing  the  information  that  should  be  gtveb 
in  cases  of  serious  accident  bf  injury  being 
sustained  by  persons.  Now,  there  wefH 
occasions  where  information  was  desirlMi 
to  the  public  in  cases  of  acciileiit,  evoii 
where  thev  were  not  attended  with  serioltii 
injury.  He  also  acqnteMed,  though  he 
confessed  he  had  iotaething  to  do  ^fh 
railroads,  in  the  suggestion  that  the  cOlti- 
missioneri  should  get  notice  before  a  rtiil- 
way  was  opened,  so  that  it  might  be  seail 
that  no  danger  was  likely  to  be  ineoMd 
on  these  lines  by  the  publfe.  ThOld 
powers  were  demanded  by  the  public,  tthd 
to  them  no  reasonable  railway  compati^ 
could  reibse  to  assent.  It  was  alio  re- 
quired that  acts  of  interference  be  suIm 
mitted  to  Parliament  before  beihg adopted. 
Without  that  he  thought  that  there  mij^ht 
be  some  danger  of  too  great  an  etten^ibb 
of  the  powers  of  the  commissioners.  It 
Was  worthy  of  remark,  that  those  railwkji 
were  least  liable  to  accidents  which  bati 
been  longest  In  use.  On  the  Liverpbol 
and  Maiiehehter,  for  instance,  accidenla 
were  very  rare,  and  the  same  ren^aft 
wotild  apply  to  the  London  and  Birttiiti^- 
ham  line.  On  the  Grand  Junction,  half 
a  million  of  persons  had  been  conveyed  itf 
half  a-year  without  the  occurrenee  of  the 
slightest  casualty.  In  this  country,  ml 
mat  undertakings  owed  their  success  tO 
tne  absence  of  interference  and  the  flre^ 
dom  of  competition,  and  the  French  whirls 
beginning  to  find  and  to  admit  the  tnith 
of  the  axiom.  He  believed,  that  if  the 
measure  to  be  introduced  Were  confined  to 
regulation,  without  unnecessary  ibterfei^- 
ence,  it  would  be  received  as  a  boon  by 
the  public,  and  would  not  be  unwelcotte 
to  the  directors  of  railways. 

Lord  Stanley  expressed  his  entire  con- 
currence with  the  obkervations  which  hmd 
fallen  ttom  the  hon.  Membek'  for  Wigari 
(Mr.  Ewart),  and  be  hoped  that  the  gal- 
lant Colonel  (Colonel  Sibthorp]  would 
derive  some  codsolatlon  frott  the  net,  thai 
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in  proportion  to  the  experience  of  the  dif- 
ferent companies  had  been  the  diminution 
of  danger.  This  fact  bad  been  illustrated, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Wigan  had  re- 
marked, in  an  extraordinary  manner  by 
the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  railway, 
upon  which  not  a  single  accident  to  life  or 
limb  had  happened  within  the  last  twelve- 
month. Other  railways  would,  bye  and 
bye,  arrive  at  similar  security,  and  in  the 
meantime  it  was  extremely  important  that 
Government  should  exercise  a  control, 
especially  over  those  undertakings  which 
were  comparatively  in  their  infancy,  No 
proposition  in  the  report  on  the  Table  was 
more  valuable  than  the  suggestion  that 
care  should  be  taken  that  railways  were 
not  opened  before  they  were  in  a  state  fit 
for  traffic ;  for  every  company  was  natu- 
rally anxious  as  soon  as  possible  to  obtain 
some  return  for  their  capital.  He  had 
been  told  that  one  railway  had  been 
opened,  notwithstanding  a  positive  report 
from  the  commissioners  against  its  fitness. 
This  was  an  evil  it  was  most  important  to 
avoid.  All  railroads  must  be  more  or 
less  partial  monopolies  in  the  hands  of  the 
directors,  and  a  vigilant  control  on  the 
part  of  Government  was,  therefore,  the 
more  necessary.  He  understood  that  the 
bill  was  to  be  founded  mainly  on  the  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  and  he  should, 
therefore,  be  the  more  ready  to  concur  in 
its  provisions.  As  he  was  upon  his  legs, 
he  would  put  a  question  to  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  to  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  on  a  matter  which 
he  had  already  mentioned  privately:  it 
regarded  the  directions  given  by  the  Post- 
office  respecting  letters  carried  by  the  raiU 
way  mails.  Some  nights  since  he  had 
been  unexpectedly  summoned  to  town 
from  Southampton,  and  he  arrived  at 
Basingstoke  by  the  train  which  reached 
thai  station  at  two  iu  the  morning. 
After  the  train  had  been  detained  some 
tine,  he  inquired  the  reason  of  the 
dday,  and  was  informed  that  it  was  a  ge- 
neral order  from  the  Post-office,  that  the 
Irtio  abould  not  start  until  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  Exeter  and  Andover  cross  mails. 
The  snow  was  on  the  ground,  and  the 
train  was  consequently  krpt  waiting  at 
Baiingatoke  for  an  hoar  and  a  quarter, 
without  any  sufficient  or  apparent  reason. 
By  this  circnmatance,  not  only  inconveni- 
ence but  great  danger  might  have  been 
incurred  ;  and  be  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  Qonsittent  with  the  orders  of  the 


Post-office,  that  the  train  abouU  thiia  Immw 
been  stopped  ?  Under  the  old  aystam  a 
mail  coach  might  be  detained,  aad  it 
might  afterwards  proceed  along  the  mad 
as  usual,  avoiding  the  coaches  or  carta  it 
might  meet  ;  but  the  case  was  widely  dif- 
ferent on  a  railway,  where  irregularity  and 
derangement  of  system  might  be  attended 
with  imminent  risk.  Thia  was  a  circooa- 
stance  within  his  own  knowledge:  and 
what  he  wished  to  learn  was,  whether 
there  was  any  objection  on  the  other  side 
to  state  what  were  the  general  ordera  of  the 
Post-office  as  to  the  detention  of  trains  (or 
the  cross  mails,  supposing  they  had  not  ar- 
rived at  the  station  at  the  appointed  time  ? 
If  any  orders  for  detention  had  been  given, 
the  sooner  they  were  rescinded  the  ^tter. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  be- 
lieved,  that  the  directiona  of  the  Poet- 
office  were  very  general,  and  that  much 
was  necessarily  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  railroad  companies.  The  nsail  was 
engaged  by  Government  at  a  very  large 
expense,  but  they  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  passengers  conveyed  by  ibe  same  train. 
He  was  very  sorry  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  been  detained  for  an  hour  and  a 
quarter  in  the  cold,  but  he  did  not  appre- 
hend that  the  delay  arose  ont  of  any  or- 
der issued  by  the  Post^ffice.  If  tiM 
mail  train  were  not  able  to  keep  its  tine, 
the  passengers  conveyed  by  the  coaspnny 
must  be  contented  to  soffer  from  the  de- 
lay. As  to  danger,  in  the  inatanca  im 
question,  he  apprehended  that  thert  wia 
none,  as  there  was  no  train  either  behind 
or  l>efore  that  in  which  the  nol>le  Lord  was 
seated. 

Lord  Stanley  had  not  mentione<t  the 
case  on  account  of  any  personal  incoov^ 
nience  to  which  he  had  been  exposed,  b«l 
because  he  thought  such  delays  might  be 
dangerous  at  some  time,  although  not  so 
in  the  present  instance.  After  the  lapse 
of  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  the  train  had 
been  obliged  to  start  without  the  cross 
mails.  He  confessed,  that  he  was  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  the  reply  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  Plumptre  said,  that  a  strong  feal- 
iog  pervaded  the  country  that  it  was  qaile 
unnecessary  to  use  the  railways  on  the 
lord's  day.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
engine  drivers  should  be  men  of  the  iDoal 
unexceptionable  character ;  and  bow  coald 
such  be  obtained,  if  they  coatinaad  at 
their  work  day  by  day,  wiihoat  any  op- 
portunity for  rest  or  for  religiotts  inatrac- 
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fiM telh^ Mfienih  day ?  The  tevelling 
«adle  Lord's  day  shot  the  door  againBl 
■lany  persons  who  could  not  conscien- 
Ikmsly  absent  themselves  from  their  reli- 
gioQS  dutv»  and  rendered  it  impossible  for 
the  Wesieyans  in  particular  to  obtain 
situations.  He  believed,  too,  that  many 
incidents  had  happened  on  the  Lord's 
day.  Wherever  railways  were  established 
io  Scotland,  the  directors  never  thought 
of  running  the  trains  on  the  Lord's  day ; 
no  inconvenience  was  found  there  from 
the  stoppage;  and  any  necessity  that 
might  have  existed  for  travelling  on  that 
day  by  other  modes  of  conveyance  had 
been  aone  away  with  in  consequence  of 
the  additional  speed  now  acquired. 

Mr.  Warlmrton  wished  to  press  upon 
the  consideration  of  the  House  the  effect 
which  the  shotting  up  of  \he  railways  on 
a  Sunday,  when  every  other  mode  of 
public  conveyance  had  ceased,  would  have 
•upon  the  asiodle  and  lower  classes ;  there 
was  no  other  mode  eicept  the  railway,  by 
•which  these  persons  could  travel  cheaply, 
so  thai  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  for 
"a  person  of  moderate  fortune  to  travel 
frosn  one  place  to  another  on  a  Sunday, 
the.  hon.  Member's  plan  would  absolutely 
cut  off  every  mode  of  conveyance  from 
those  who  oooM  not  afford  to  post.  Where 
were  they  ta  end  if  they  once  began  this 
interlafenee' ?  There  were  boys  tending 
sheep  on  a  Sunday.  It  was  necessary ; 
«nd  there  always  were  certain  things, 
which,  as  well  in  profane  times  as  in  mo- 
dem and  Christian  countries,  were  admit- 
ted to  be  done  on  festival  days.  The  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  putting  away  all 
other  means  of  comrouoication  by  which 
parties  could  travel  cheaply  was,  that  they 
mast  not  cut  off  the  opportunity  now  af. 
forded  to  persons  travelling  by  the  raiU 
roads. 

Leave  given. 

Bill  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Registration  of  Electors  (Eko- 
LAMD.)]  Lord  /.  RusBell  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  Registration  of  Parliamentary 
Electors  in  England.  He  had  brought  in 
a  bill  for  this  purpose  in  the  last  Session 
and  he  did  not  think  that  there  was  any 
essential  alteration  in  the  present  bill. 
He  proposed,  in  the  first  place,  to  alter 
the  system  by  which  there  was  a  great 
body  of  revising  barristers  in  England* 
Many  of  these  gentlemen,  as  it  was  well 
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known,  had  litttsexperiencei  and  the  coa« 
sequence  was,  that  in  many 'eases  thefo 
were  conflicting  dedsions,  so  that  under 
the  present  state  of  the  law  a  vote  nriglit 
be  alloired  by  one  barrister  in  the  fiitt 
year,  it  might  be  disallowed  by  another 
barrister  in  the  next  year,*  and  perhaaa, 
the  same  voter,  for  the  samie-  qualifieatKNi 
might  be  again  put  on  in  the  third.    Sueh 
a  system  was  exceedingly  vexaUous,  ali^ 
gave  rise  to  seriotis  evils.'  His^learmd 
Friend,  the  Attorney  General,  and  himself, 
had,  in  a  former  year,  thought  it  better  to 
have  a  permanent  body.     His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Bridport  (Mr.  Warbur- 
ton)    had    afterwards    brought   forward 
a  plan,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Govern^ 
ment,  and  which  was  engrafted  on  'the  Ml 
introduced  last  year,  but  which  did  not 
pass  that  House.    He  proposed,  ashe  dU 
in  the  bill  of  last  year,  that  there  should 
be  fifteen  revising  barristers,  to  be  named 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  Speaker' out  of 
a  list  of  forty-five  to  be  returned  to  him  \^ 
the  judges,  but  that  afterwards  the  Domt- 
nation  of  persons  to  fill  the  vacantiiea 
caused  by  death  or  resignation  shouM  reft 
entirely  with  the  Speaker;  and  he  mro^ 
posed  in  the  present  bill  that  the  offioa 
should  be  held  till  death  or  resignation,  ib^ 
until  displaced  by  an  address  of  boA 
Houses  of  Parliament ;  for  if  they  were'k  * 
permanent  body,  he  thought  it  denraUo   ^ 
that  they  should  be  made  as  independeA^ 
as  possible.    He  proposed  also  to  edtab^ 
lish  a  court  of  appeal,  to  be  composed  of 
three  barristers,  to  whom  questions  of  law 
should  be  referred.     He  then  proposed, 
instead   of  a  revision  founded  upon  the 
facts  taking  place  each  year,  that  afkar 
the  first  decision  of  the  revising  barrister 
should  have  taken  place,  the  elector  should 
be  placed  in  the  situation  of  an  estaUished 
voter,  and  should  not  be  liable  to  removal 
from  the  register  upon  the  same  faetr. 
He  found,  by  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  (Lord  Stanley),  in  introdueinqg 
his  measure  for  Ireland,  that  he  wai  opi 
posed  to  any  such  provision.    It  was'm 
matter  for  discussion*  in  the  committee, 
and  any  opinion  to  which  the  House  might 
come,  he  should  be  willing  to' adopt.   Still 
he  hoped  that  the  House  would  not  leave 
the  county  electors  to  be  longer  placed  in 
their  present  situation ;  that  they  would 
not  allow  a  non-resident  elector  to  be 
called  upon  year  after  year  to  submit  to 
precisely  the  same  examinatk>n  of  facti, 
till  in  some  year,  either  in  consequenoe  of 
M 
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i(  ths  MbU  Lord  did  bo*,  h»  ihcwU  IM 
it  hii  dntjr  lo  sttdekTOMT  to  fnws  k  slknw 
to  nwHit. 

Lmm  f  inn,  bill  bcoaght  in  ami  icad  ■ 
fint  tiim. 

Sorm  AuwuLii.l  Lord  Join  BtaatO, 
in  rUin^  to  »o*«  Tor  Um  appoint  tnent  of  « 
Ml«ct  ooMuilttM  to  inquiiv  itito  the  aria 
nliting  to  SoutK  Analnlia,  Mid  he  Mt 
MM*  dittnilty  ni  to  bow  far  h  wmU  be 
praer  to  naka  any  atataweat  to  tlw 
House.  bMauw,  tbMigh  he  had  fcmad  bi« 
opiniaa  upon  tboae  acta,  ho  wiahed 


mI»  10  appiw  bofort  the  canrt,  or  fron 
bWMc  wUwtf  ii(  imnur  tbia  conliaMd  ob> 
■WjwiW  ite  lb»  aake  of  bio  wio  bo  ibovtd 

«bM«k  biuMoir.  U  riiouM  fte<l.  that  liio 
«M  WW  MHwk  i«,  aliboufh  h«  at  iboi 
wy_i*a>o  bad  «  peHvctly  fv>d  ri|ht  to  bo 
*••'••"•  d.  Me  wutttd  not  tonfet  detain 
ibo  Hvtwot  but  WHttd  limplj  move  tot 
Imm  tv  Wtag  tu  the  bitl. 

M».  t-wAkil  wMiUl  U  Iliad  (0  ato  tbt 
«Mble  Uwd^i  btl).  the  Wadinf  pra*iuoii>  of 
vtbw^  b#  K>»  vuo  «N,itik(  rerlainW  *«)>l«>n- 
H  «•«  «««,iMMirv  tbat  (he  county  tmttr 
eh<wM  Kaw  fki\>4ev>tMt  iWm  (he  preMoi 

«»H«lt«u«  aad  K«tauiH(  »<t«(en) :  ami  iha( 

^  tbttwU  ws«(,  alWt  !■>•  n^bl  bad  been 

klb^avd,  W  «>b)iv*«1  ((.>  a^ar.  year  after 

Wtr,  beK>««  (k«  »*iitai«|t  b«rTtt(er,  (tetba|<e 

W  bat*  (he  dwMMVM  in  i^t-e^r  of  bi«  fnrn- 

«btw  tv«wt*d,  and  i<«HaiiiW  alway*  e«' 

furHewiwjc  and  Iteei'iHc  ap  nxatton.     H< 

«4«hWt  b\»*»»»*-i  ("  ««lk  one  nw«ion  rf 

*b*(li»^  t»*  (be  f>^mm\  Ml.  (Wte  ».^«M 
b»  *(tt  ^»w  R*  »W  ptyow  v-*^  (•♦♦wa(- 
Mt  *»  w«(»«(»d  ♦*K('>^<  (be  »**>**•»»«> 
MHv>n«y  w«  vt"  eV'^vn '  t»at  ".vened  ^* 
Wt^  tM^ir*  efts^ww*.' ^-^ '•^'v**-'-*    .-^(w^-w  loawottt  T-r-Ti-tTT-r- 

^b^wbvb  -*.  ^  '^i."'j*^j:r  ssTh  Tbr;x.y:?S7J2£ 

WKV«W    W    (be   *.*.   b*.(   aW   .  iroea    ^^^.j^   ;.   ,   LaituT  mnmm  and 
J^W^  ^   (be  ^.«tet^  of  (ba(   »««.    ;j,  a  SSiJr  priaSSTh^^^ 

tWf-ywt  bxw.  (tf  lepwient  clectnw  mao    .'  -.'^  ,    • 

mi*  aba»n(  fhHH  tbo  botoofb  and  cooM 

Wrt^W.andh.belie«d(ba(it-o.Ubo    _        ___  ^  ^^^^^  ^  ^ 
»ll»*ttnip««inMtmtboIa.,>ndbyno    hand,  and.  on  the  other   hand,  of 
«#«M  •    PK'O"    mfrmgeaiMt   "^    ">«,  comroiwioDera,    Wiog    moo 
^b«lx  of  iho  Mbjeet,  If,  upoD  (he  oaih  of .  ^.^^  ^^^  ^n       yet  w  renoto a>  to indM 
MD  wapeclahle  indindual  in   the  pollmg  „  ,,„y;       Jg;«  in  the  colony,  and 

bwMb,  «  aho.ld  bo  iworn  that  the  perton    J^,^    inhabitaort   tbemaelFca,    to  c^naidar 
HwWtiaK  hii  TOte  wat  not  the  partj  he    tbemseWet    not    under    the   Crown,  but 
iraaonled   hiBioir  lo  be,  the  relufmng    ^^^^^  ,he  ^^,i  of  commiaiiocen.     The 
ir  abould  have  thepo«rof  handing    g^t  gn»ernor  t 


that   tbo  coaaaitloo  al 
whole   oMttor,   wtthoat   being  poevioiMly 
tamud  in  any  a«nntr  by  any  i'  ' 
What  it  WW  a 
that  they  on 

celenv  to  rraiain  in  iia  peiairt  al 
that  (t  waa  naoeoan^  cither  that  I 
bria|t  a  aaia—i  befcee  ihn  li 
a  towwiliM  theaU  ht  a|ppM*od  t 
(i|tat*  the  aubjact.  Aa  the  oalaaf  of  South 
\o«(ndw  WM  fi— did  bf  Act  of  f^rU^- 
ntent.  and  >a  it  «w  fvMdad  im  conan. 
awww  ef  dianrwiini  in  tkni  HnMo,  he 
(hoMfibi  it  te  banar.  iaaHad  af  hringin|[ 
i^wwmJ  a  awiMow  oa  tbt  wifiiAility  « 
t.  to  appotM  «  maiMitlw  tW 


IHtk    o^octla^ 
ihe   prindpio   of   diriding  tlM  an- 
thority  betweea   Uw   Crown   on   tlM    one 


mrai 
•itofi 


eroor  of  the  colooy,  who  waa  a 
roost  refipectatile  man,  and  whom  he  had 
■ince  had  pleaaure  in  recommeDding  to  bar 
Majesty  aa  the  goreroor  of  another  co- 
lony, wai  unable  to  conlnd  the  diSetent 
nenooi.  In  hii  Tcry  lint  deqiatdi  after 
Ilia  arriral  he  wrd.thit  the  colony  waa  in  a 


..... b  party  to  enitody  till  proofi  tboutd 

ha  (ivan  whather  he  wat  ihe  person  regia- 
taiM  or  not.  Tlier*  was  a  very  recent  in- 
•tanee  of  tbeae  piaciicei,  for  he  found  iu 
the  addrcai  of  tlie  new  Member  for  Wal- 

••U,  thanking  the  eleolora  For  their  mp-    

port,    that  "the   LeagueiUi   polled  nine    state  nf  disorganintion,  that  no  one  boM- 
doad  nen,  three  of  whom  were  considered    \ag  oKee  thought  himaelf  bound  to  keep 

deeidad  CoMervatiTes,"  at  Ihe ;'—    >  ^-    --.  ._  -  f-   . -^. — 

rilk    of  diaUubiog  tba   rapoio 

graeea  of  the   three  Cooecrratives,  whoie 

rcpraseolatiTen  were  found  voting  for  the 

lAaral.     Ha  hoped  thai  ibe  nobta  Lord 

>mU  uka  Bolie*  of  tbia  frctt  etil ;  but  I  tnattna  proceoded  nadcr  tbt 


rder,  or  to  pay  any  ohedienee 
one ;    and    with    ragvd   to    the 
I  at  the  beginning  of  1839,  it  waa 
ble   tu   obtaiu   an    account  of  the 
three   ftnt   quartera.     In   tbr  yon   1819 
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of  Colonel  Gawler,  with  more  apparent 
prosperity,  but  by  means  whioh  must  ulti- 
mately tend  to  produce  great  distress. 
The  expenditure  was  not  based  upon  the 
amount  of  revenue  actually  accruing  in  the 
colony,  or  to  be  derived  from  any  vote  of 
Parliament,  but  upon  certain  speculations 
as  to  the  future  amount  to  be  derived  from 
the  sale  of  lands.  In  the  last  quarter  of 
1839  the  expense  was  34,000^,  and  the 
average  expenditure  was  140,000/.  a  year  : 
whilst  the  real  and  bond  Jide  revenue  of 
the  colony,  derived  from  the  duties  and  the 
taxes,  amounted  to  about  20,000/.  There- 
fore, with  a  revenue  of  20,000/.,  the  go- 
vernor of  South  Australia  was  expending 
140,000/.  There  were  no  doubt  consi- 
derable sales  of  laud,  but  although  money 
might  be  borrowed  from  the  land-fund  to 
meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  colony, 
yet  it  was  necessary  tliat  such  sums  should 
be  repaid  within  a  certain  time,  and  that 
a  portion  should  be  devoted  to  the  purpose 
of  emigration  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
The  commissioners  who  had  been  appointed 
for  the  management  of  the  colony  were  a 
numerous  body,  but  only  one,  Colonel  Tor- 
rens,  received  any  salary.  As  soon  as  he 
had  been  appointed  to  his  present  office, 
be  changed  this  system,  and  appointed  the 
same  persons  as  superintended  the  colonial 
land  and  emigration  fund  to  take  charge 
of  the  colony.  After  they  had  proceeded 
for  some  time,  it  was  necessary  that  some 
sums  for  improvement  should  be  paid  out, 
but  it  was  found  that  the  colony  was  get- 
ting into  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  and  that 
the  commissioners  were  without  the  means 
of  paying  a  large  bill  which  had  been 
drawn  by  the  governor,  and  had  become 
due.  The  commissioners  represented  the 
matter  to  the  Colonial  office,  and  also  the 
obligations  they  were  under,  as  well  for 
the  bills  drawn  as  for  sums  due  for  taking 
up  ships  for  emigration.  His  right  hon. 
Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xchequer, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  mentioned,  im- 
mediately saw  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
colony  might  be  driven  to  the  utmost  dis- 
tress by  the  sudden  stoppage  of  the  credit 
of  the  colony,  and  in  conjunction  with  him, 
his  right  hon.  Friend  stated  publicly  that  he 
would  propose  to  Parliament  a  vote  to 
reimburse  the  commissioners,  if  they  could 
raise  a  fund  to  pay  these  liabilities.  The 
parties;  however,  to  whom  application  for 
money  was  made,  seeing  the  state  of  the 
eolaoy,  declined  to  advance  any  money, 
etpeeully  as  they  had  considerable  doubt 
«^  to  the  mode  in  which  the  subject  would 


be  dealt  with  by  Parliament,  tor  be  had 
stated  last  year  that  it  was  his  intentioD  t« 
bring  the  matter  before  Parliament,  Hie 
own  impression  certainly  was,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  alter  all  the  acta  n^ 
lating  to  the  cc^ony.  He  would  not  now 
say  what  general  provisiooa  ought  to  lie 
made,  but  some  must  be  determined  od, 
and  he  was  certain  that  the  committee 
would  say  that  the  present  system  was  so 
inconvenient,  that  it  so  far  fettered  pro- 
perty on  the  one  hand,  and  encouraged 
expense  on  the  other,  that  it  ought  to  be 
changed.  He'  would  therefore  simply 
.move  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  consider  the  Acts  relating  to  South 
Australia. 

Viscount  Mahon  did  not  intend  to  opr 
pose  the  motion,  but  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  to  the  fact«  that  Soutn 
Australia  was  not  the  only  colony  in  tl^at 
quarter  of  the  globe  which  stood  in  need  of 
investigation.  There  was  great  dissatiar 
faction  existing  in  the  other  Australiao 
colonies,  and  as  an  instance  of  it  hi 
would  just  refer  to  a  meeting  that  was 
held  in  Van  Diemen*s  Land  on  the  29tti 
of  April,  1840,  and  attended  by  all  the 
principal  settlers  in  the  colony,  at  which  k 
resolution  to  the  following  effect  wab 
unanimously  agreed  to  :— 

'^That,  apprehending  the  most  disastrous 
consequences,  and  the  total  stagnation  of  agri* 
cultare  and  commerce  (it  being  impossmfe 
that  the  earth  can  be  tilled  to  yield  even  svfll- 
cient  for  our  own  eontumption,  and  ttill  leas 
for  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  South 
Wales,  and  the  surrounding  colonies,  whose 
dependence  upon  ui  last  year  proved  their 
sole  relief  from  famine),  his  Rxcellency  be 
called  upon  to  suspend  the  orders  from  home 
for  the  abolition  of  assignment." 

A  petition  was  accordingly  prepared  anil 
presented  to  Sir  John  Franklin,  in  which 
the  system  of  convict  labour  was  spoken  of  as 
not  free  from  abuses  but  as  conspicuous  for 
'*  good  uses;"  as  ''not  only  in  proportion 
as  a  punishment,  but  as  a  means  whereby 
the  prisoner  is  habituated  to  honest  coQ- 
duct,  and  taught  to  look  forward  witbsome 
degree  of  hope  and  confidence  to  the  ex- 
piration of  that  iieriod  when  his  labour 
becomes  his  own,  instead  of  being  removed 
altogether,  as  it  is  proposed,  from  the 
habitations  of  man,  and  nrepared  for  free- 
dom by  being  wholly  debarred  from  so- 
ciety." Shortly  afterwards  Sir  John 
Franklin  gave  an  answer,  in  which  he 
regretted  that  he  was  debarred  by  poaitire 
inetructiona  from  home  fVom  eren  a  teni* 
M2 
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Mnunr  coutimntm  of  the  assiffiroefit 
•rsiM  oT  Ike  cofeoy  i  but  lie  took  that 
Mfjitnairr  t»  peotesi  against  the  godcJu- 
ygff^  relatiVe  to  the  mora]  efiects  c^  that 
pi^lfHi  oa  the  character  of  the  colonists  as 
ttaled  in  the  report  of  the  Transportation 
Committee,  and  in  other  publications. 

••I  wish,"  he  said»  "to  record  my  convio- 
tiou»  thai  families  may  emigrate  to  this  colony 
with  as  little  danger  of  moral  contamination  as 
they  would  be  exposed  to  in  any  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's dominions.'* 

He  had  been  latelr  in  communication 
with  a  most  respectable  gentleman,  a  cler- 
gyman,  vho  had  resid^  for  a  consider- 
able period  in  Van  Diemen's  Land.  :.nd 
who  hail  recently  returned,  and  who  was  ' 
strongly  impressed  with  the  belief  that  it  i 
might  be  practicable  to  repress  the  evils  I 
and  alnises  of  conrict  labour  without  abo-  | 
lishing  the  system  itself,  and  that  it  might ' 
be  made  most  conducive,  not  only  to  the 
advantage  of    the  colony,  but  to    what 
shoaldbe  their  main  ol>ject — the  benefit 
and  reformation  of  the  criminal.     On  the 
22nd  of  last  month  that  gentleman  wrote 
to  him,  saying, 

*  1  can,  if  necessary,  produce  several  influ- 
ential and  highly  respectable  individuals  of 
the  colony  now  in  this  country,  to  give  testi- 
mony in  favour  of  the  advantages  of  assign- 
ment" 

He  (Lord  Mahon)  believed  the  recent 
measures  of  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  Rus- 
sell) had  been  founded  on  very  incorrect 
information,  and  greatly  out-went  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case.  They  would  probably 
be  the  cause  of  ruin  to  the  colony.  lie 
thought  that  colony  had  been  dealt  with 
by  the  noble  Lord  from  most  praiseworthy 
motives,  but  in  a  hasty  and  erroneous 
manner,  and  that  the  noble  Lord  him  elf 
was  not  satisfied  with  his  own  decisions 
CO  the  subject.  For,  in  the  Minute  on 
the  subject  of  transportation  which  was 
drawn  up  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  was 
dated  Januarv  2,  1839,  it  was  expressly 
atated,  that  tne  noble  Lord  had  adopted 
the  chanffe  of  system,  *'with  much  aiffi- 
deoce  ana  hesitation.'*  All  he  (Lord  Ma- 
bon)  asked  for  was  further  inquiry —an 
opportunity  of  examining  those  witnesses 
from  Van  Dieroei/s  Land,  who  were  now 
in  this  country  and  anxious  to  state  the 
facts  they  had  observed.  It  was,  indeed, 
a  subject  of  greater  doubt  and  difficulty 
than  some  persons  in  that  House  would 
Imagine. 

wd  Stanley  mutt  say,  that  the  cases 


were  vory  rare  indeed  in  which  peiMiia 
holding  the  situation  of  the  noble  Loed 
were   wsrranted    in    leaving  the   datios 
of  their  office,  and  delegating  thoss  over 
to   a  committee  of  the  House  of  Gohi» 
moiiP,  who  were  wholly  unable  to  deter- 
mine all  the    circumstances  of  colonial 
management.     He    did     not    say,    that 
circumstances  had   not  arisen,  and  that 
they  might  not  again  arise,  which  would 
justify  such    a    course.       He    did    not 
say,  that  in  the  present  instance  the  pe^ 
culiar    foundation    of   the    colony,    and 
the   former    interference  of    Parliament, 
might  not  lie  a  good  ground  for  the  proposal 
of  the  noble  Lord.  But  he  concluded  thai 
the  committee  was  not  merely  to  collect 
evidence  and  facts,  because  all  the  evi. 
dence  and  all  the  fhcts  were  Already  in  the 
possession  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  he  could 
lay  them  before  the  committee.  The  com- 
mittee, he  presumed,  were  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  the  present  state  of  the  co- 
lony, and  upon  the  course  that  ought  to 
he  pursued ;  and  he  earnestly  hoped  that 
it  was  not  the  noble  Lord's  intention  lo 
fling  down  the  subject  loose  before  the 
committee,  lo  Isy  the  documents  before 
them,  and  leave  them  to  find  their  road  to 
a  conclusion  ;  but  he  hoped  that  the  noble 
Lord,  or  some  one  deputed  by  him,  would 
state  to  the  committee  that  opinion  which 
the  noble  Lord  had  not  thooght  it  prudent 
to  give  to  the  House,  and  that  he  would 
be  prepared  to  recommend  a  plan,  subject 
to  any  revision  or  modification  that  the 
committee  might  suggest. 

Lord  John  RuMsell  agreed  with  ikt 
noble  Lord  with  respect  to  the  general 
principle,  that  it  would  not  be  for  the 
public  advantage  that  the  afilairs  of  a 
colony  should  be  delivered  over  to  the 
decision  of  a  Select  Committee  of  that 
House ;  but  he  begged  to  state  at  the 
same  time  that  he  did  think  that  this 
colony  formed  a  case  by  itself,  fmu  the 
fact  that  it  was  established,  not  by  the 
Crown,  but  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  oo 
the  opinions  and  projects  of  individual 
Members  of  Parliament,  and  also  of  other 
perwHis  not  Members  of  Parliament.  The 
Gu%'cmment,  indeed^  supi>orted  the  mea- 
sure, but  the  bill  having  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  Parliament,  he  conceived  that  a  cooi* 
mittee  might  be  rightly  ap^iointed  to  see 
what  had  been  the  operation  of  the  bill,  aad 
what  had  been  the  result  of  the  cisuses  that 
wertf  then  settled.  It  was  his  iataAtioo 
that  his  hon.  Friend  the  Uader  Sscvetary 
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Ibr  tbe  Colonies  should  state  to  the  com- 
nittee  the  branches  of  tbe  subject  to 
4rhich  tbe  committee  should  attend^  and 
tb«  general  views  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment; and  be  thought,  then,  that,  in 
bringing  in  a  bill  tbe  House  would  be 
prepaied  to  follow  the  general  subject. 
Witb  regard  to  the  observations  of  his 
noble  Friend  the  Member  for  Hertford, 
which  be  had  addressed  to  the  House  on 
the  sabject  of  transportation,  they  did  not 
xelate  to  the  matter  then  before  them, 
but  to  another  subject,  the  assignment  of 
convicts.  He  did  not  think  that  Van 
Diemeu^s  Land  was  an  improper  place  for 
transportation,  or  that  the  use  of  convict 
labour  was  objectionable  ;  but  the  system 
of  assignment,  as  he  had  seen  it  described 
by  General  Bourke,  and  as  be  had  seen  it 
described  by  the  witnesses  who  were  ex- 
amined before  the  Committee  on  Trans- 
portation, appeared  to  him  as  nearlv  as 
possible  a  system  of  slavery,  and  liable  to 
most  of  tbe  abases  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Hume  was  satisfied  with  what  tbe 
noble  Lord  bad  stated  wiih  respect  to 
South  Australia.  It  only  proved  that  tbe 
govetnment  of  the  colonies  in  Downing- 
street  must  necessarily  fail.  Parties  were 
tempted  to  go  out  to  the  colonies ;  they 
took  out  with  them  much  property,  that 
gave  them  a  stake,  and  yet  it  was  in  a  few 
colonies  only  that  they  were  enabled  to 
exercise  their  property;  and  he  believed 
that  the  noble  Lord  would  find,  that  the 
best  means  of  promoting  the  prosperity  of 
the  colonies  would  bej  by  enabling  them  to 
govern  themselves. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Committee  to  be  nominated  hereafter. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Friday y  February  5,  1841. 

Miifurxs.]  PeCitioiu  preiented.  By  Lord  Brougham, 
tnm  Plantert,  Cuttivaton,  ete.»  in  India,  for  an  EquaH- 
Mdon of  the  DutiM  of  Bast  and  West  India  Prodaea; 
and  tnm  tbe  Woridng  Men'k  AModation  in  Finibury, 
prayiog  for  Univenal  SufDrage,  Vote  fay  Ballot,  no  Pro- 
perty Quaiifloation,  the  Payment  of  Parliamentary  Mcm- 
bcn,  the  DivMon  of  the  eouatry  into  Eleotaval  Dia- 
trlcta,  fov  tbe  Releaae  of  Frost,  Jones,  and  Williams,  and 
the  Liberation  of  other  Political  Oflhnders. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS, 
Friday y  Februry  5,  184L 

Hiirtrrks.1     Nair  Whitb.— For  Ring*s  Ooimty,  Vhe  Nl- 

-  chblas  Fitarfreon,  Esq.;  Chiltera  Hundfsds. 
BUlBr   Bead  aflnttime:— PwliaaMQttfyVoUn(lBriiod)| 
Medkal  ProfeisioB, 


Pititipaa  pcesanltd.  By  Sir  FjemmIs  Bwdslt.  ftom  Bm^ 
bury,  Berks,  ifainst  Uie  New  Poor-law  BUL— By  Sir  1|. 
Pamen,  fimm  the  Chamber  of  Oommeioe;  Duadtik^  tk 
the  Repeal  of  die  DattsB  on  all  FOceigB  linsM.  Oy  lb. 
T.  S.  Dwncot^ibe,  fiom  the  Working  Men^  Awiiilpllni 
in  Finabury,  complaining  of  the  present  state  of  the  R** 
presentatkm  in  Parliunent,  and  fbr  the  Rouse  to  ttkt 
taito  eoMsideition  the  Psopla^  Chartsr,  «id  taraaM- 
drees  to  her  Mitfasty  for  the  Releaae  of  Frost,  WiUiaM^ 
and  Jones,  and  all  Potttical  OAoden.— By  Mr.  TTsifiiaiil 
Jackson,  £ram  a  place  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  Ibr  the 
Encouragement  of  Scriptural  Societies,  putleutairty  tlMto 
connected  with  the  Church  Educatkm  Society.— By  SIf 
R.  Inc^,  ftom  pteoes  in  Yorkshire,  compbrintng  of  the 
inadequirte  means  possessed  by  the  National  drank  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  Increasing  PopolatiQiiw— By  Iff; 
Litton,  litom  Mountmillidi,  against  any  farther  Grant  to 
the  CoIUgv  of  Ifaynooth,  and  for  the  Exetasion  ot  Ro« 
man  Catholios  ftom  Parliament. 


Thanks  to  Admiral  Stopford.]  Lord 
/.  Russell  rose  to  propose  the  vote  of 
thanks,  of  which  he  naa  given  iiotioe»  to 
the  officers  and  men  enga^d  in  the  oper- 
ations on  the  coast  of  Syria.  He  was 
quite  sure,  that  in  calling  upon  the  Houae 
to  agree  to  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Sir  Robert 
Stopford,  Sir  Charles  Napier,  Sir  C. 
Smithy  and  the  other  officers  and  men  en- 
gaged in  the  recent  operations  on  the  coast 
ci  Syria  and  at  Acre,  the  Hoase  would 
generally  allow  that  the  motion  was  due 
to  those  gallant  officers  and  the  troops  who 
had  serv^  under  them.  The  service  had 
from  the  commencement  been  a  very  pe- 
culiar one.  It  depended  in  a  great  desnee 
on  the  promptitude  with  which  the  orders 
of  the  Uovemment  were  carried  into  effect» 
and  upon  the  various  operations  whidi 
were  necessarv  to  carry  out  the  general 
policy  of  the  Government.  Whether  that 
policy  were  rightly  or  wrongly  conceived 
— whether  or  not  it  were  exp^icnt  to  at> 
tempt  any  such  operations^whatever  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  might  be  with  respect 
to  those  points,  there  could  be  no  qpestioa 
that,  such  being  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  such  the  orders  given  by  ber 
Majesty,  nothing  could  exceed  the  mU 
and  effect  with  which  those  orders  were 
executed.  Sir  R.  Stopford  was  in  the 
command  of  a  considerable  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean;  but  at  the  same  time  it 
must  be  recollected  the  state  of  affairs  was 
such  -—  the  appearances  of  the  peace  of 
Europe  being  aisturbed  were  at  one  time 
so  alarming,  that  with  respect  to  all  his 
operations,  with  respect  to  everything  he 
undertook,  as  a  prudent  commander, 
anxious  for  the  reputation  of  the  .navy,  and 
likewise  for  the  success  of  any  measures 
he  might  be  ordered  to  effect,  he  was  ob« 
liged  to  consider  with  the  utmost  discre- 
tion and  nicety  what  might  be  the  ultimate 
events  that  would  arise  6ut  6t  any  oper^ 
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ttions  he  should  undertake.  It  was  ohnout 
to  him,  and  it  would  be  obrious  to  the 
House,  that  it  could  oot  ha?e  been  sufii- 
dent  to  undertake  these  operatioiis,  con- 
sidering he  had  no  enemy  to  deal  with,  but 
the  Pasha  of  Egypt,  and  that  there  was 
no  chance  of  a  contingency  in  which  a 
great  European  power  shoula  send  its  fleet 
to  the  assistance  of  that  Pasha.  He  was 
obliged,  thercfere,  not  only  not  to  waste 
or  squander  his  force,  which  would  have 
been  unadvisable  in  any  res|>ect,  hut  he 
was  obligrd  not  to  throw  away  any  re- 
siturrcM  he  mii^ht  have  beyond  what  were 
neceMiary  to  elfiH*t  the  object  imnietliately 
in  view,  lie  said  this,  liecauae  he  main- 
tained thnt  whatever  might  be  the  gal- 
lantry and  skill  displayeil  in  naval  or 
military  t)|ieratlons,  the  oflicer  in  ct>mmaiid 
besides  his  share,  which  mut^t  be  the  priu- 
eipal  share  in  directing  them»  hail  always 
beaides  the  duty  and  the  charge  insepa- 
rable l^>m  so  responsible  a  idtuation,  not 
only  to  consider  immttliate  tiperation*,  but 
it  was  his  U»umteu  duty  to  look  to  the 
position  «)f  the  Government  and  tlie  couu- 
try  and  take  many  oonsiderationti,  ^mrtly 
military,  partly  naval,  and  uartly  political, 
into  his  view.  lie  had  saiu  thus  much  as 
applying  to  Sir  Hubert  Stopford,  and  he 
t nought  to  Sir  Robert  St(»pfonl  alone. 
What  he  had  now  stateil  applietl  to  Sir 
Bobert  Stopfoni  certainly  in  the  first  place, 
but  afterwards  to  every  |)enH>n  engaged  in 
these  ti|ieration8.     The    treaty   in  consc- 

alienee  of  which  these  operations  were  un- 
ertaken  was  tiigncd  on  ihe  15th  of  July. 
Orders  were  given  by  which  part  of  these 
operations  should  lie  undertaken  before  the 
ratification  took  place.  Certain  warnings 
were  in  consequence  given  by  Sir  Charles 
Napier,  and  ab<)ut  the  9tli  or  10th  of  Seji- 
tember  the  fleet  on  the  coast  of  Syria 
being  made  aware  that  Mebemet  AH  nad 
rejected  all  pro|)ositions  made  to  him,  com- 
menced their  hostile  operations  against  the 
fbroes  of  the  Pasha,  which  had  finally  led 
to  hla  submission.  The  first  operations 
Were  directed  against  Beyrout,  which  was 
taken  without  any  carnage ;  but  as  it  be* 
came  neoeasary  to  suUue  the  militarir 
fbroe  of  Mehemet  Ali  under  the  commana 
of  Ibrahim  Pasha,  part  of  which  occupied 
Beyrout,  it  was  regarded  as  a  hostile  place. 
l*he  consequence  of  the  attack  was  the 
entire  desttuction  of  the  military  forts  of 
fhe  place.  It  then  became  necessary 
that  a  land  eipedition  should  be  under- 
taken, and  by  the  command  of  Admiral 
stopford,  a  Turkiaii  force,  consisting  of 


about  6,000  bmd,  to  whom  were  addai 
1,500  British  marines,  was  landed-  fnm 
the  bay.  The  position  taken  by  this  Ibivt 
was  not  one  which  could  ht  oonaidend 
safe  for  any  permanent  operation ;  InbI 
Commodore  Napier  had  selected  it  at  om 
on  which  no  attacli  could  be  made,  exce|it 
by  troops  coming  along  the  shore ;  but  um 
British  ships  of  war  were  so  plaoed  as  to 
have  their  guns  brought  to  bear  on  any 
force  so  advancing,  and  under  cover  of 
thoee  the  allied  forcea  were  intended  tm 
advance.  The  boldness  of  thia  atleapS 
formed  one  of  the  most  remarkable  m* 
tures  in  the  brilliant  career  of  Commodora 
Napier,  under  whose  immediate  comnmnd 
this  force  was  placed.  The  object  wns 
not  to  land  any  large  army  in  Syria  at 
first,  but  a  small  force  waa  considered  no* 
ceesary  in  order  to  encourage  the  Syrian 
subjects  of  the  Sultan  to  take  up  arms 
agiiinst  Meliemet  Ali.  For  thai  object 
nothing  could  be  better  planned,  and 
m>thiug  could  have  been  more  auooesafnl 
in  its  operation.  If  that  coune  hnd  not 
been  adopted,  it  would  luive  boen  exceed* 
ingly  rash  to  espose  a  comparatively  smaii 
force  to  the  very  large  and  well  ap- 
poitttetl  army  umler  tlie  command  ef 
Ibrahim  Pasha — an  army  estimated  by 
some  at  100,(K)0— by  others  at  120,000^ 
and  by  none  at  lees  than  65,000.  It  waa 
then  ordered  by  Admiral  Stopford  that  the 
Egyptian  force  in  Beyrout  should  be  at- 
tacked. A  movement  for  that  purpooe 
was  immediately  undertaken,  but  before 
it  was  executed  it  was  discovered  that  a 
very  large  force  had  occupied  the  heights 
above  the  fort.  Here  it  became  necessary 
to  decide  at  once  upon  the  step  to  be 
taken.  That  decision  wus  instantly  made 
—it  waH  to  attack  the  Egyptian  army  at 
once.  Tiie  attack  was  mMle  as  soon  as  de« 
cidcd  upon,  and  the  force  qnder  Ibrahim 
Pasha,  as  well  as  that  under  Soliman 
Pasha,  were  soon  ctbliged  to  quit  the  M^ 
leaving  a  large  number  of  the  Egyptian 
troops  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  anndl 
force  under  Commodore  Napier  and  Gene* 
ral  Jochmus.  An  attack  was  afUrwards 
made  upon  Sidon  bv  the  coHibined  foroes, 
in  which  the  Arcndoke  F^vderick,  on 
board  an  Austrian  frigate,  signally  distin- 
guished himself.  The  result  of  this  at* 
tack  was,  tbat  the  Egypciao  fbrce*  unable 
to  withstand  the  fire  of  the  abips,  were 
oblige<l  to  retire,  leaving  the  place  in  tlie 
bands  of  tlietr  assailanU.  Of  tim  diill 
and  prowess  displayed  by  tim  eAem 
and  men  of  the  allied  forcea  it  waa  impos* 
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iible  to  apeak  in  teriM  of  too  great  praise. 
Bat  the  most  inportaot  operattoas  oo  the 
Syrian  coast  were  those  before  Acre,  a 
pjaoa  rendered  memorable  by  the  prowess 
disphiyed  by  Sir  S.  Smith  in  its  defence 
wmnyjeais  ago.  It  had  ikllen  to  na  in 
the  eklse  of  tl^  last  year  to  accomplish  its 
oa|itiife  by  the  same  service  which  had 
once  80  distinguished  itself  in  ita  defence. 
Qa  tike  39th  oif  Octob^  orders  came  out 
from  England  directing  Admiral  Stopford 
to  litiaok  Acre^  but  of  course  l«a?ing  much 
ior  hia  discretion^  as  he  should  consider  the 
attempt  practicable.  It  was>  however, 
but  just  to  say»  that  that  gallant  officer  had^ 
boftm  the  instructions  arrived  out^  oonai- 
deied  whether  he  should  not  undertaJ&e 
the  enterprise.  Seven  8ail-of-the*liiie  and 
some  sfnauer  vessels  were  immediately  or- 
dered to  take  up  their  position  in  front  of 
the  batteries.  The  position  thus  chosen 
by  Sir  E.  Stopford  evinced  the  knowledge 
and  skill  of  a  man  who  in  various  parts 
of  the  -world  bad  always  shown  his  com- 
plete acquaintance  with  the  profession  to 
which  he  was  an  ornament,  and  at  the 
lame  time  displayed  the  most  signal  gal- 
lantry and.  daring;  the  attack  was  com- 
ment^ by  opening  the  fire  of  the  ships 
on  two  sidles  of  the  battery,  and  in  a  short 
time  it  was  found  to  be  most  destructive, 
driving  from  their  guns  many  of  the 
Egyptian  troops,  v^ho  it  must  be  admitted 
had  displayed  the  most  daring  bravery. 
After  the  firing  had  continued  for  a  few 
hours  an  explosion  of  a  powder  magazine 
took  place  in  the  fort  with  such  destruc- 
tive eiSect,  that  the  Egyptian  commander, 
and  those  under  his  oraers,  gave  up  in 
despair  all  thoughts  of  defending  the  place 
any  longer,  and  on  the  4th  of  November 
the  place  surrendered  to  the  forces  of  her 
Majesty  and  those  of  the  Sultan.  In  no- 
ticing the  capture  of  Acre,  he  could  not 
omit  the  distinguished  parts  borne  in  the 
action  by  Commodore  Napier,  by  Sir 
Charles  Smith,  and  the  engineers  under 
his  command ;  by  Admiral  Walker,  com- 
manding a  Turkish  line-of-battle  ship, 
and  the  aid  derived  from  the  small  but 
Tory  efiective  force  bdongiog  to  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria.  The  consequences  of 
these  combined  operations  were  the  com- 
plete success  of  all  the  enterprises  un- 
dertaken from  the  arrival  of  the  allied 
forces  in  September  down  to  their  termina- 
tion by  the  capture  of  Acre,  and  the  entire 
aubmiaaion  of  Mehemet  Ali  to  the  treaty 
of  the  15th  of  July.  He  would,  not  enter 
hooa  into  thepolicy  of  the  neaaoretander- 


taken  with  rMpect  toSvria,  buti  icluittrfc 
that  policy  might  have  been,  it  was  iumi^ 
sible  that  any  naval  force  could  have  4oa9 
more  than  was  achieved  by  the  brave  iim 
to  whose  skill  and  valour  those  importapl; 
enfterprisea  were  intruated.  He  migkl 
here  observe,  that  the  akill  to  whicbmodM 
nations  have  arrived  in  the  various  iciciioai 
of  navigation}  gunnery*  and  cawoeMJug, 
would  be  found  in  time  of  ne^  uitmf 
uselesa.  They  had  heard  of  great  attaii^ 
menta  in  all  the  arta  of  civiliaed  waiitfii^ 
but  those  had  failed^  even  with  every  finaiir 
dal  meana  at  the  disposal  of  a  commandti^ 
because  he  foui^d  he  had  to  deal  witil^ 
those  of  superior  minds  and  eoergiep. .  Ifir 
deed,  he  was  convinced,  that  if  the  positioii 
of  the  belligerenl  parties  btely  engaigsd 
on  the  Syrian  coast  had  been.reverse^  an4 
that  an  Egyptian  fleet  iiad  had  to.allack 
an  English  fortress^  the  result  would  have 
been  difierent,  and  the  fort  would. iiave 
triumphed  in  the  defeat  ef  the  fleet;  aii4 
why? — because  the  Egyptians  would  have 
found  in  either  case  tmtt  they  had  to  cons* 
bat  not  alone  against  the  material,  hiqit 
also  against  the  moral  force,  the  greater 
energy  of  superbr  skill  of  men  belongiiig 
to  a  nation  distinguished  aa  this  and  othiar 
nations  of  Europe  are  bv  superior  artSj  sUf- 
perior  civilisation,  aua  enterpriser^  Tbia 
was  a  consideration  not  to  be  lost  sight  oif, 
because  it  would  be  lamentable  to  think 
that  any  barbarian  by  mereljr  cultivating 
the  arts  of  war,  and  by  having  a  larger 
artillery  force  and  a  greater  number  of 
ships,  should  be  able  successfully  to  com- 
pete with  any  civilized  nation.  Such, 
nowever,  he  was  convinced,  never  wouM 
be  the  case.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  per- 
suaded that  the  character  and  institutiooa 
of  a  nation  would  always  have  their  weidit 
in  the  warlike  operations  in  which  ttutt 
nation  might  be  engaged ;  and  as  an  illtts* 
tration  he  might  add,  that  those  brave  nma 
to  whom  they  were  then  about  to  retom 
thanks,  distinguished,  as  they  were,  by 
their  great  personal  courage  and  thoae 
daring  feats  which  they  had  achieved,  had 
shown  themselves  thus  worthy,  beoauea 
they  belonged  to  a  nation  in  which  those 
qualities  were  always  found  when  needed 
— a  nation  which,  by  its  superior  institv 
tions>  its  freedom',  its  pre-eminence  in  Uk 
arts,  had  been  always  ready  to  produce 
men  to  defend  its  honour  ana  promote  its 
interests,  whenever  their  services  weie 
called  into  action.  He  did  not  feel  it  ne* 
oessary  to  add  any  further  on  thia  sulgeoti 
but  would  now  move^  *<  Tlyit  the  thaato 
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of  t^is  Hottte  be  giren  to  Adminl  Ibe  boo. 
Sir  Robert  Stofi^,  Knight  Gnud  CrosB 
of  tbe  most  boD.  Military  Order  of  the 
BwA,  tor  his  able  and  gallant  conduct 
daring  the  operations  on  tbe  coast  of 
Sjrv^  terminating  in  the  successful  and 
dndsive  attack  on  tbe  batteries  and  fortress 
of  Acre,  on  tbe  8rd  of  Norember,  1840." 

Lord  Stanley  said,  that  standing  as  he 
did  in  that  House,  he  was  anxious  to 
stale,  in  a  very  few  words,  the  grounds  on 
which  be  cordially  seconded  the  motion 
of  tbe  noble  Lord.    This  was  a  subject  on 
which  no  difference  of  opinion  couki  arise 
from  any  political  motive.     They  were  not 
at  that  lime  called  upon  to  discuss  the 
bearings  of  the  Syrian  questioo,  or  to 
enter  into  any  arguments  as  to  tbe  policy 
by  which  her  Majesty's  Government  bad 
been  guided  in  that  great  question.    To 
do  so  on  such  an  occasion  as  tbe  present 
would  be  exceedingly  embarrassing.     All 
Ibey  were  called  upon  to  do  by  the  mo- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  was,  to  express  on 
the  part  of  that  House  tbe  exultatioo  they 
Mt  at  tbe  success  which  had  attended  her 
Majesty's  arms,  and  tbe  gratitude  which 
thty  vad  the  country  were  desirous  of 
showing  to  those  brave  men,  by  whose 
oooibiiMd  exertions,  by  whose  skill  and 
bmvery,  by  whose  mental  as  well  as  phy- 
aioal   powers,  the  great  objects  of   the 
expedition  bad  been  attained,  and  an  ad- 
ditional triumph  afforded   to  the  Bntith 
arms.    Tbe  noble  Ijord,  and  the  members 
of  the  Government  were  alone  M\^  in 
possession  of  the  nature  of  the  instructions 
sent  out  for  the  guidance  of  Sir  R.  Stop- 
Ibrd,  and  the  officers  under  his  orders,  and 
they  alone  could  be  aware  bow  promptly 
mkI  energetically  those  orders  had  been 
•eted  upon.     But  such  was  the  critical 
nature    of  the   situation   in  which  that 
gallant  Admiral   was  placed,    so  manv 
circumstances  might  have  occurred  which 
would  have  rendered  a  modification  of,  or 
A  total  change  in,  or  perhaps  a  neglect  of 
those  instructions   necessary,  that  it  re- 
quired the  exercise  of  the  greatest  vigilance 
and  promptitude  in  obeying  the  orders 
ctveo,  but  also  great  decision,  and  the 
Jigbest  degree  of  political   prudence   in 
dieting  for  himself,  as  if  no  insiructions  had 
been  sent  out.    He  (Lord  Stanley)  there- 
fore thought,  without  having  more  inform- 
ation on  the  subject  than  was  already 
before  the  House,  without  knowing  any- 
thing of  the  details  known  only  to  the 
Qovernmenti  that  tbero  wu  no  Oentleman 


at  either  side  of  the  House,  not  a  rouB  km 
the  country  who  would  refuse,  upon  ft* 
neral   information   accessible  to  all«  tho 
praise  of  prudence  combined  with  vigour^ 
activity,  and  valour,  which  had  been  ao* 
signed  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite  to  Sir 
R.  Stopford  in  the  late  operations  on  tho 
Syrian  coast.     On  this  point  he  couhl  sot 
see  how  difference  of  opinion  could  exist, 
and  still    less  could  it  exist  when  iho 
question  applied  to  the  brave  asen  who 
had  acted  under  his  orders,  and  who  bad 
so  ably  followed   up  and  seconded  hia 
efforts — men  who  bad  displaved  that  aiU 
most  reckless  courage  and  dariog  which 
were  the  general  cbaracteristica  of  o«r 
naval  and  military  forces — mma  who  had 
achieved  a  series  of  operations,  endinff  in 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  feats  of  modsra 
times,  and  which  would  render  tbe  naosoa 
of  those  who  directed  it  illustrio«a  in  Iho 
history  of  their  conotry.     He  ought  to 
apologise  for  having  occupied  the  atteotioA 
of  the  House  so  long,  when  he  had  in- 
tended to  say  only  a  few  words,  but  ht 
was  anxious  to  state,  in  the  position  ho 
occupied,  in  his  own  name,  and  in  the 
name  of  those  with  whom  he  had  the 
honour  to  act,  and  to  give  on  that  side  n 
proof  that  on  such  a  Question,  whattfur 
might  be  their  political  diftrences,  whal- 
ertr  might  be  their  internal  aaiaaosttimw 
whatever  occasional  discord  might  ariso 
on  other  sabiects,  then  cooki  hm  nont 
on  this;    and    that    tbe   British  Sennia, 
faithfully  representing  ibe  mind  of  ih 
British  people,  bad  on  a  question  of  this 
kind  but  one  sentiment — tliat  of  lejoicini^ 
at  e? ery  new  accession  of  glory  to  tho 
j  British  arms,  and  concurring  in  the  ex» 
pression  of  gratitude  to  those  brave  men 
who  had  so  msinly  contributed  to  nphold 
the  honour  of  the  British  name. 

Lord  F,  EgerUm  wished  to  take  thol 
opportunity  of  ssying  a  few  words  to  ex* 
press  his  entire  concurrence  in  all  that  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  (John  Rosaell) 
in  praise  of  the  skill  and  valour  of  tho 
brave  men  wlio  bad  conducted  and  been 
engaged  in  the  late  operationa  on  tho 
coast  of  Syria.  He  hoped  he  should  not 
be  considered  as  making  a  captious  obieo« 
tion  to  any  expression  uiod  by  the  noUn 
Lord ;  but  there  was  one  passage  in  thn 
noble  Lord's  speech  on  which  bn  wonM 
say  a  word  to  prevent  a  misconstinction 
being  put  upon  it  in  another  plnoo.  Thn 
noble  Lord  bad  spoken  of  the  enploeian  of 
a  powder  magasint  \m  \jom  fivrtnmof  Aqi«| 
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ioos  in  this  Houm  would  ever  indotie  wof 
GenttemMi  to  refuK  ihe  juit  meed  of  -h» 
praiie  and  approbntion  to  those  who  havs 
merited  it  by  their  bravery  and  good  con- 
duct.  There  was  no  doubt  of  thit  fact, 
that  no  men  could  have  behaved  better 
than  their  teamen  and  marines  on  thia 
occaaion,  and  he,  as  an  individual,  waa 
anxious  to  give  them  all  the  honour  that 
they  deserved.  He  could  not,  howefer, 
avoid  remarking,  that  be  deeply  deplored 
that  services  so  eminent  should  have  bera 
employed  as  he  conceived  in  such  an  ex- 
pedition, and  whicb  he  conceived  wai 
highly  injurious  to  the  best  inierests  of 
the  country.  He  could  not,  thererore, 
concur  in  this  vole,  without  entering  hit 
protest  against  the  policy  which  had  been 
pursued  by  Ministers  on  tbe  queation  of 
Syria. 

Sir  H.  Uardmge  had  no  protest  to  enter 
against  the  policy  pursued  by  Her  Majes> 
ty's  Ministers  on  this  question,  or  any  ap- 
probation to  offer,  because  that  was  not 
the  occasion  on  which  its  merits  could 
be  discussed ;  and  he  thought  the  noUe 
Lord,  and  thora  who  followed  bim  in 
the  discussion,  had  acted  wisely  in  ab- 
staining frnm  all  political  allnsiong.  He 
believed  that  the  account  given  by  the 
noble  Lord  of  the  operations  in  Syria  waa 
most  accurate,  and  he  concurred  with  hin 
in  thinking  that  no  men  ever  better  de- 
served the  thanks  of  their  countrv  than 
those  brave  and  gallant  individuals  who 
had  been  engaged  in  those  actions.  What- 
ever might  be  the  difficulties  of  any  orden 
which  the  navy  might  receire.such  were  the 
resources,  such  the  genius,  and  such  the 
originility  of  that  branch  of  our  service, 
that,  whether  it  was  afloat  or  oo 
shore,  they  always  brought  their  effort! 
to  a  successful  result.  On  the  presevt 
occasion  he  consdcred  that  although  the 
nary  had  not  had  the  same  hard  fight- 
ing that  it  had  had  on  former  occasion^ 
yet  the  skill  and  the  science  which  they 
displayed  were  attributes  of  their  superio- 
rity of  the  greatest  importance ;  and  ba 
hailed  their  success  with  the  greatest  sa- 
tisfaction. The  noble  Lord,  in  mentioning 
Admiral  Stopford'sauccess,  had  slated  thM 
before  he  received  instructions  from  hom» 
he  was  fully  prepared  to  attack  Acre.  Now 
not  only  was  Admiral  Stonford  fully  jire- 
pared,  uut  he  had  also  made  up  his  mind 
to  attack  Acre  before  he  received  instruc- 
tiona  to  this  effect.  He  thought  it  waa 
due  to  the  Gallant  Admiral  that  that  point 
•boald  bo  cl«atly  undenbwd— Utat  be  Ili4 


in  such  a  way,  that  it  might  lead  some  to 
imagine  that  he  looked  upon  that  event  as 
causing  in  a  great  raesiure  the  surrender 
of  that  place.  To  say  that,  would  cer- 
taiidy  not  be  doing  full  justice  to  the 
gallant  men  engaged  in  the  attack.  He 
waa  sore  that  no  one  in  that  House  would 
put  that  construction  on  tbe  noble  Lord*s 
words,  but  it  was  probable  that  a  very 
wrong  construction  would  be  placed  upon 
them  elsewhere,  which  it  was  his  object 
to  prevent  in  thus  noticing.  With  this 
view  be  also  wished  lo  state,  that  when 
lb«  smoke  of  that  explosion  cleared  away, 
the  Egyptians  retaroed  to  their  giins,  and 
conUnued  to  work  them  until  near  sunset, 
when  ibey  were  driven  away  by  tbe  in- 
created  eienions  of  the  ships.  Nothing 
could  well  surpass  the  resolution  of  those 
brave  men,  for  brare  they  certainly  were, 
in  Biandiag  to  their  guns  until  driven  from 
them  by  the  irresistible  fire  of  our  men  of 
vrar.  He  might  subject  himself  to  the 
charge  of  exaggeration  by  comparing  tbe 
brave  men  who  conducted  the  siege  of 
Acre  with  such  heroes  as  Blake,  Howe, 
and  Nelson,  end  others  of  former  times  ; 
bat  the  battles  of  the  Nile  and  Trafalgar 
cOuld  not  be  well  compared  with  the  late 
brilliant  affair  of  Acre ;  for  there  were 
incidents  in  the  attack  on  Acre  which 
could  not  have  happened  in  the  battles  to 
which  he  referred,  because  at  the  period 
of  those  battles,  tbe  use  of  steam  in  naval 
warfare  was  unknown.  As  an  illustration 
of  the  great  improvement  in  naval  gunnery 
of  late,  he  might  mention  that  a  llne-of- 
battle  ship  was  ordered  to  direct  her  fire 
against  a  particular  tower,  and  for  this 
parpote  was  ordered  to  fire  low,  and  so 
well  directed  was  her  fire,  that  the  whole 
broadside  was  poured  into  the  compass  of 
a  few  feet.  Another  incident — (he  land- 
ing of  Commodore  Napier  at  Djounie 
Point — was,  he  thought,  equal  to  any 
naval  exploit  of  former  days.  If  the  forms 
of  the  House,  and  the  practice  on  such 
occasions  would  admit,  he  shonld  like  to 
see  the  names  of  Sir  T.  Hastings,  and  of 
a  gentleman  who,  in  politics,  belonged  to 
the  opposite  (the  Ministerial)  side  of  the 
House,  but  whom  he  considered  as  one  of 
the  best  ofiicers  in  the  service — he  meant 
Sir  Samuel  J.  Pechell,  and  also  that  of 
Sir  Howard  Douglas,  mentioned.  The 
noble  Iiord  concluded  by  again  expressing 
bit  cordial  approval  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  the  time  would  never 
cent  wbta  «  difierence  rf  political  opin- 
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Mt  wly  Bsada  nrenantioM  to  attack  Aen, 
hot  had  poailiTElv  decided  to  male  the 
attack  before  the  Veeuviue  arrived,  bearing 
tbe  iaitnKtiolu  of  Lord  Paltnerston.  The 
noble  Lord,  io  tbe  courae  of  hie  ^jeecb  had 
aUndad  to  a  verj  memorable  iDitaiice  id 
which  our  Nary  had  distinguithed  itaelf 
00  that  very  apot — the  defence  of  Acre 
bv  Sir  Sydoer  Smith.  He  (Sir  H. 
Haidince)  would  not  draw  a  parallel  be- 
tween t£e  exploits  of  Sir  Sydney  Smith  and 
tboae  of  Admiral  Stopford.  It  wae  im- 
poaeible  to  institute  a  comparisoo  for  the 
caies  were  dieeimilai  iu  all  their  features. 
On  the  one  occasion  Admiral  Stopford  de- 
stroyed  the  defences  of  Acre  in  three  hours; 
(n  the  other  occasion  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  bad  referred,  and  which  occurred 
about  forty  years  ago,  Sir  Sydney  Smith 
landed  his  marines  and  the  crews  of  hia 
■hipa,  entered  iuto  the  breach,  and  in 
a  Kries  of  sixty  days  of  open  trrnchet, 
baring  suilaioed  nine  desperate  aiaaullaby 
the  rrench  army — a  brave  and  rictorioun 
•my  led  by  Buonaparte  in  person— he 
eA^ed  the  lafety  of  tbe  town  by  le- 
Dolsiog  all  tbe  enorte  made  agaiast  the 
wrt.  The  caiea  were  perfectly  di^ 
nmilar>  and  therefore  he  mi^ht,  without 
nakiug  any  inridious  comparison  with  tbe 
Bcrriccs  of  the  gallant  officers,  who  were 
ahout  to  receive  tbe  thatika  of  that  House, 
lake  that  opportunity  of  making  a  suKges- 
doD  to  the  HouM,  which  be  Ibuught  of 
considerable  importance.  SirSydney  Smith 
bad  received  tlie  thanks  of  both  Houses  of 
Fwliameot  for  his  exploits  at  Acre.  Lord 
Speooer  declared,  in  moTJiiK  the  vote  of 
thanks  in  Parliament, that  heliadperrormed 
an  exploit  unrivalled  iu  history.  I'arlia- 
pient  was  of  the  same  epiiiion,  for  depart 
ing  from  its  oniiaary  usage,  it  bad  paaaed  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  him  ht  his  aervices, 
tbouch  be  was  only  a  captain  in  the  navy. 
If  Co  had  been  killed  in  the  biwtch 
iriiicfa  he  ao  BoUy  defended,  be  would  have 
biA  a  moniunent  erected  to  bia  memory. 
Th«  galbnt  officer  had  been  dead  a  short 
ti«^  and  bo  would  take  this  a^ifut- 
Xvaiin  of  anggcAiiig  to  the  Uouie  Ute 
fnpmtjr  and  juitice  of  electing  a  moao- 
nnt  to  bb  aemo^  ia  St.  Paul's.  It  ap- 
jMtRd  Io  bim  that  hia  exploit  at  Acre  was 
of  mcb  a  neaMraUa  ohanctor,  tbat  the 
HouM  ««M  bsuid  in  tW  tnanoer  Id  mark 
ibair  Man  «f  biaaorviceii 

Sir  Zlii  Z«ey  Ewu  cooouned  fully  in 
th«  Motioo,  but  cxproMed  hii  Rgrel  Uiat 
(te  naaae  of  aoaM  other  offioen,  aocb  at 
0«>Mil  Jochnu,  hid  M)i.bMa  tacladHl 


in  the  vote.  It  woaM  be  unscccMary  to 
add  anjlbing  to  the  praiaes  given  to-lka 
brave  men  engaged  on  these  occaskms,  as 
their  merits  had  been  borno  lealimony  I* 
by  the  faigbest  niliiary  auihunly  of  tha 
age — the  Ouke  of  Wellington. 

SirTL  /f./«i^M  Mid,>e  bad  Mt  Ibemat- 
est  delight  at  the  sncceos  with  which  it 
had  pleased  Almighty  God  to  btav  her 
Maje^/fl  forces,  he  hoped  this  Chriettaa 
people  while  looking  to  the  inatmraeat^ 
would  not  fortjet  tbat  it  was  tbe  band  of 
God  that  directed  their  elfarta.  HaeoB. 
curred  with  the  nobU  iMtA  ia  tbe  terms 
io  which  be  had  propoaad  tUa  vale  af 
thanks,  the  highest  boooor  which  tMa 
House  could  pay  to  any  of  their  fellow- 
subjects.  Bat  he  trusted,  tbat  tbe  noble 
Lord  would  not  fed  tbat  he  hod  die- 
chafed  his  duty  to  tbe  subjects  of  that 
molioD,  if  high  aa  was  tbe  booour  pio- 
poted  he  limited  bia  reward  to  that  vote 
of  thanks.  It  was  in  (be  power  of  ber 
Majesty's  Govemtaent  to  confer  a  poo^ 
uiary  reward  upon  these  men,  but  be 
trusted  tbat,  instead  of  that,  tbm  would 
be  conferred  upon  tbe  galtuit  coBuuador 
one  of  a  more  enduring  character,  and  otfe 
which  had  been  generally  bestowed  on 
similar  occasions,.  He  trusted  be  bad  wt 
UDDcceaaorily  obtruded  iheae  ohaerratioBa 
upon  the  House. 

Lord  IngtttrU  conid  not  allow  the  vol* 
to  pass  without  offering  his  Itibnte  of  ap- 
proval to  tbe  conduct  of  the  gatlaat  men 
whose  exploits  were  now  under  iheir  con- 
siderali<m.  He  regretted  to  find  tbat 
there  waa  an  hon.  Member  of  tbe  Houte 
who  differed  as  to  the  expuliency  of  mch 
a  vote,  becauae  it  was  a  question  on  which 
there  could  be  no  party  or  political  feat- 
ing*  whsUver,  He  hoped  her  Majesty's 
Government  would  attend  to  tbe  hml 
thrown  out  by  the  hon.  Baronet  Bear  bim, 
of  conferring  some  diillnction  on  the  gal- 
lant Commander  of  tbe  Forcca  in  the  M*- 
diteranean.  There  waa  one  oftcor  wbojn 
those  operations  (Colonel  Walker)  bad 
met  with  his  death,  not  by  thcgunaof  tbe 
enemy,  but  by  the  climate,  and  whose 
services  hsd  been  such  ai  (o  marii  the  ia- 
sertion  of  his  name  in  ibta  vote  of  lluuika. 
He  wu  an  officer  of  marines,  and  perbapa 
it  might  be  some  consolation  to  hia  bwj 
to  find  such  honourable  mention  Bade  M 
the  corps  to  which  he  bekiagodt  Tba 
noble  Lord  concluded  with  cxpnniic  bia 
cordial  coacarnaca  in  the  mMisa. 
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bad  not  attributed  the  fell  of  Acre  to  the 
eiplotion  of  the  powder  magazine.  He 
bad  mentioned  the  occurrence  at  it  bad 
been  noticed  by  others,  but  he  did  not  say 
the  capture  of  the  place  was  occasioned 
by  it. 

I<ord  F»  Egerton  said,  he  noticed  the 
circumstance  to  prevent  a  misconstruction 
being  put  upon  it  elsewhere. 

Resolution  carried  nem,  con,,  as  were 
also  (he  following  resolutions : — 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  Hoase  be  given  to 
Cyommodore  Sir  Charles  Napier,  Knight  Com- 
mander of  the  Most  Hon.  Military  Order  of 
die  Bath,  and  to  the  several  Captains  and 
officers  of  the  fleet  employed  on  that  arduous 
service. 

*'  That  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
highly  approve  the  services  of  the  Seamen  and 
Royal  Marines  serving  in  the  fleet  on  the  coast 
of  Syria. 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
Major-Oeneral  Sir  Charles  Frederick  Smith, 
and  to  the  officers  of  the  Royal  Artillery  and 
engineers  who  served  under  his  command  on 
the  coast  of  Syria. 

'*  Thai  this  House  doth  acknowledge  and 
higlily  approve  the  services  of  the  detachments 
of  Royal  Artillery  and  of  Royal  Sappers  and 
Miners  in  the  fleet  employed  on  that  important 
service. 

**  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
rear-admiral  Baron  de  Bandeira,  and  the  naval 
forces  of  his  Majesty  ihe  Emperor  of  Austria 
under  the  rear-admirars  command,  for  their 
cordial  assistance  and  co-operation  in  the  ser-p 
vice  on  the  coast  of  Syria,  and  the  attack  of 
Acre  on  the  3rd  of  November,  1840. 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
admiral  Sir  Baldwin  Wake  Walker,  knight, 
commander  of  the  most  hon.  military  Order  of 
the  Bath,  and  naval  forces  of  his  highness  the 
Sultan,  for  their  gallant  assistance  and  co- 
operation duiing  the  service  on  the  coast  of 
Syria,  and  the  attack  of  Acre  on  the  3rd  of 
November,  1840. 

**  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  communicate  the 
said  resolutions  to  admiral  the  hon.  Sir  Robert 
Stopford  ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  make 
known  the  same  to  the  several  officers  under 
his  command,  and  in  co-operation  with  her 
Majesty's  navy  in  the  said  service." 

Copyright.]  The  Order  of  the  day 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  Copy-right 
Bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  said|  that  after 
the  discussion  which  the  principle  of  the 
bill  had  undergone  in  that  House,  he 
should  feel  himself  unworthy  of  the  atten- 
tion which  had  been  accorded  to  him  on 
former  occasions  if  he  were  to  occupy  the 
HouM  for  noie  than  a  few  miaulei ;  nod 


were  it  not  for  somemisconceptionsthat  ex<* 
isted  as  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  he  would 
not  have  said  one  word.  One  miseoncep*' 
tion  was  with  respect  to  that  which  formed 
the  main  object  of  the  bill — the  extension 
of  the  term  during  which  authors  should 
retain  an  interest  in  the  works  of  their  owa 
minds.  He  supposed,  that  becaiise  the 
term  of  sixty  years  was  mentioned;  that' 
therefore  those  who  supported  thebiilof 
necessity  insisted  on  that  term  being  re* 
tained  in  the  bill.  He  had  always  tnkeo' 
every  pains  to  let  it  be  understood  that  be 
was  not  by  any  means  wedded  to  that 
term,  but  that  a  less  term  would  satisfy 
him.  There  were  indeed  certain  boo. 
Members  whom  he  would  not  ask  to  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  but  he 
would  ask  those  who  were  ready  to  follow- 
ihe  present  project  introduced  into  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies  in  Paris,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  a  copyright  to  the  ex« 
tent  of  thirty  years.  That  measure  waa 
introduced  by  the  Minister  of  Public  In- 
struction, with  the  assertion  that  he 
thought  a  perpetual  copyright  was  but 
just,  and  he  regretted  that  it  was  not  in 
his  power  to  propose  that  instead  of  thirty 
years.  He  (Sergeant  Talfourd)  would  ask 
those  hon.  Members  who  approved  of  that 
measure  to  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill ;  and  he  would  ask  them  whether 
they  would  not  give  something  to  both 
sides.  He  thought  that  the  promoters  of 
this  bill  were  misunderstood  when  it  was 
said  that  they  overlooked  the  question  of 
expediency  with  respect  to  the  publishers 
and  the  public.  He  did  not  certainly  love 
that  word  expediency  as  much  as  certain 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  He  had,  with  astonishment,  heard 
it  said  that  their  duty  to  authors  was  to 
give  them  as  little  as  possible,  so  that  they 
might  play  upon  the  author's  love  of  fame* 
When  he  heard  the  creations  of  the  mind 
compared  with  the  rent  of  land,  he  was 
not  able  to  avoid  asking  the  questioo« 
whether  those  who  occupied  no  specs 
possessed  by  others— whether  those  who 
altogether  created  that  which  was  to  be  a 
system  of  instruction  for  the  human  mind 
— whether  those  individuals  were  net  en«  « 
titled  to  the  benefit  of  their  own  work  ? 
Bat  he  denied,  that  he  had  pkced  the 
principle  of  that  bill  merely  in  that  lights 
He  hwl  regard  to  what  was  expedient  to 
authors,  to  publishers,  and  to  ttie  public. 
As  to  authois,  it  was  enough,  to  say,  Ibat 
amongst  the  psiitiooen.in  tevour  of  thai 
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hOI,  wen  «HK  of  (kc  (rvalett  lolbon, 
■■d  who  vne  entitled,  be  iboald  ny,  to 
tiM  tkmnb  of  that  Hoate.  As  to  pdb- 
KlbctB,  with  one  or  two  txceptioDi,  the 
psbliiben    were  quite   Miii6ea   with  the 
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not  trouble  the  Home  rorther  on  a  n^ 

Ject,  which  he  beliend  on  hii  Mrt,  wu 
waa  quite  exhaniled.     He  iherefore  be;- 
gti  leave  to  BDOve  the  (econd  Tewlinj  of 
the  bill. 
Mr.  Macanlay :  Though,  Sir,  it  k  in 


proviuoa*  of  the  tnlt.     Then,  with  rcgaid  i 
U  the  paWic,  he  alway*  rnnieoded,  that 


«'  latke.     He  contended  fur  that  becaoae, 
wu  expedient  it  (hodid  hu  kept  i 
in  the  aobiect  of  ihia  bill  i 
a  of  law   and  juiiice. 


rhLch  polit! 
o  do,  I  ofii 


I  well 
la  the  year 


thing  to  do,  I  ofier  nfielf  to  your  notice 
with  xome  rductanee.     It  ia  painfol  to  ne 
lake  a    courae  wbich  tamr  poeaiUj  be 
indentood   or  inijicpceaented   M    iiiu 


1814,  there  wa.  a  far  large r  eiteniion  of  I  ^^^i     ^^  ,i^  inteieatt  of  litewtuw 
copjright   than   that  he   now   uked   for.     -  ..... 

Tbe  term  of  copyright,  which  wai  fourteen 
yean,  wu  then  extended  to  twenty-eight 
jeara,  and  preciielj  tbe  aame  argumenta 
were  then  urged  u  againit  the  preient 
bill,  that  booka  would  become  dearer, 
there  would  be  fewer  written,  fewer  pub- 
liibed,  and  fewer  sold.  Now,  aince  tbe 
jnt  1814,  books  had  greatly  iocreaaed  in 
nnmbet,  and  diminished  in  price,  and, 
iberefore,  had  be  not  a  atrong  and  nnan- 
awerable  proof  that  extensioDs  of  copy- 
tight  by  no  means  implied  deamess  of 
books.  He  bad  only  made  these  remarka 
fbr  the  purpow  of  showing  that  it  wu  a 
nisnndaratanding  to  aay  that  he  rested  the 
right  of  tbii  bill  merely  on  the  ground  of 
•one  natural  right,  witboot  regard  to  ex- 
pediency. He  would  only  ID bm it  to  tbe 
HouM,  in  two  sentences,  two  considera- 
tions, which  seemed  to  him  to  prove  an 
ibinlute  neeeisity  for  this  measure.  The 
Rrst  wu,  that  it  was  only  by  this  meaoi 
ibey  conld  give  to  authori  the  power  of 
preaerving  the  purity  of  their  works,  and 
of  securing  them  from  pretended  abridge- 
meoti,  which  would  emasculate,  or  per- 
vert, or  pollute  them,  and  give  to  those, 
to  whom  it  would  be  a  labour  of  lore, 
their  families,  and  thou  who  cherished 
their  memoriei,  the  means  of  protecting 
tbtm  from  lucb  iojnry.  The  next  consi- 
dtration  was,  that,  at  it  wu  too  much  the 
Uadency  of  tbe  present  day  to  purchase 
walks  of  light  and  airy  character,  and  of 
Unporary  interest,  and  u  such  worki 
van  abundantlj  rewarded  by  tbe  irome- 
diala  profit  they  afibrded,  it  became  tbem 
lo  Mwoura^  Ihat  which  wu  slow  in  pro- 
doetioo,  high  in  aim,  and  Uiting  in  dura- 
lioo,  anid  not  to  say  that  all  the  profit* 
■hoald  ha  (i<ren  to  tbe  labours  of  a  day. 
"  That  tboM  who   vindicaled   their  own 

Cwen  for  immortality,  u  far  u  it  could 
jndmd  of  by  the  yearaoflife,  should  not 
|»«kboat  their  jut  rawud."    Ha  would 


liierai7  men.  It  is  painful  lo  me,  1  will 
add,  to  oppose  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
a  question  whidi  he  baa  taken  up  froaa 
e  purest  motives,  and  which  he  regudi 
:th  a  parental  interest.  These  le^bip 
have  hitherto  kept  me  nlent  when  the  law 
of  copyright  hu  been  under  diaeuanow. 
But  M  I  am,  on  full  conaidcntion,  satisfied 
that  the  measure  before  us  wiU,  if  adopted, 
grievous  injury  on  thepuUie,  without 
confemog  any  oompenaating  advantage  on 
men  of  letten,  I  thmk  it  my  du^  to  avow 
that  opiniun  and  to  defend  it.  The  fol 
thing  to  be  done.  Sit,  it  to  lettle  on  what 
principles  tbe  question  is  to  be  a^tied.  An 
we  free  to  legislate  for  the  pubUc  mtoi,  ik 
are  ne  not?  li  thii  a  queadon  m  eape> 
diency,  or  is  it  a  question  of  richt  i  Many 
of  those  who  have  written  and  petitianad 
against  the  existing  state  of  things,  traat 
the  question  as  one  of  ri|^t.  Tbe  law  of 
nature,  according  to  tbem,  givea  lo  every 
man  a  sacred  and  indefeaahle  pnmetly  in 
his  own  ideas,  in  the  fruits  of  ui  owa 
reason  and  imagination.  Tbe  legiilatun 
hu  indeed  the  power  to  take  away  tUi 
property,  juit  u  it  hat  the  power  to  pam 
an  act  of  attainder  for  cutting  off  an  Iitn»> 
cent  man'i  head  without  a  trial.  But  aa 
tuch  an  act  of  attainder  would  be  kol 
murder,  aa  would  an  act  invading  am 
right  of  an  author  to  hit  copy  be  aceosd- 
ing  to  these  ^tlemen,  l^al  robfaaiy. 
Now,  Sir,  if  this  be  m,  let  justice  he  done, 
cost  what  it  may.  I  am  not  prepand  like 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend,  to  agtee  to  a 
compromise  between  right  and  exnadin^, 
to  commit  an  injuitica  foe  tbe  publieoon**. 
nience.  But  I  must  tay.  that  hit  theory  loan 
fat  beyond  the  reach  of  my  fiuulliea.  k  la 
not  necessary  to  go,  on  tbe  [in  wiiil  oBcaaien 
into  a  metapbyncal  inquiry  about  tha  ei 
of  the  right  of  property;  and  cefb 
nothing  but  tbe  stronmt  neceaatv  would 
lead  me  to  diacuti  a  tubject  a»  likely  to  he 
distasteful  to  tbe  House.  I  egrea,  I  own 
with  Paley  m  thinking  that  pnpaity  ii  tb« 
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creature  of  the  law,  and  that  the  law  which 
creates  property  can  be  defended  only  on 
this  ground,  that  it  i%  a  law  beneficial  to 
niankind.  But  it  is  unnecessary  to  debate 
that  point.  iFor  even  if  I  believed  in  a 
natural  right  of  property,  independent  of 
utility  and  anterior  to  legislation,  I  should 
still  deny  that  this  right  could  survive  the 
original  proprietor.  Few,  I  apprehend,  even 
of  those  who  have  studi^  in  the  most  mys- 
tical and  sentimental  schools  of  moral  philo- 
sophy, will  be.  disposed  to  maintain  that 
there  is  a  natural  law  of  succession  older 
and  of  higher  authority  than  any  human 
code.  If  there  be,  il  is  quite  certain  that 
we  have  abuses  to  reform  much  more  serious 
than  any  connected  with  the  question  of 
copyright.  For  this  natural  law  can  be 
only  one,  and  the  modes  of  succession  in 
the  Queen's  dominions  are  twenty.  To  go 
no  further  than  England,  land  generally 
descends  to  the  eldest  son.  In  Kent  the 
sons  share  and  share  alike ;  in  many  dis- 
tricts the  youngest  takes  the  whole. 
Formerly  a  portion  of  a  man's  personal 
property  was  secured  to  his  family.  It  was 
only  of  the  residue  that  he  could  dispose  by 
will.  Now  he  can  dispose  of  the  whole  by 
will.  But  a  few  years  ago  you  enacted, 
that  the  will  should  not  be  valid  unless 
there  were  two  witnesses.  If  a  man  dies 
intestate,  his  personal  property  generally 
goes  according  to  the  statute  of  distribu- 
tions. But  there  are  local  customs  which 
modify  that  statute.  Now  which  of  all 
these  systems  is  conformed  to  the  eternal 
standard  of  right  ?  Is  it  primogeniture,  or 
gavelkind,  or  borough  English  ?  Are  wills 
Jure  divino.  Are  the  two  witnesses /wre 
divino  ?  Might  not  the  pars  raiionabilis  of 
our  old  law  have  as  fair  a  claim  to  be  re- 
garded as  of  celestial  institution }  Was  the 
statute  of  distributions  enacted  in  Heaven 
long  before  it  was  adopted  by  Parliament. 
Or  is  it  to  Custom  of  York,  or  to  Custom  of 
London  that  this  pre-eminence  belongs? 
Surely,  Sir,  even  those  who  hold  that  there 
is  a  natural  right  of  property  must  admit 
that  rules  prescribing  the  manner  in  which 
the  effects  of  deceased  persons  shall  be  dis- 
tributed, are  purely  arbitrary,  and  originate 
altogether  in  the  will  of  the  legislature. 
If  so.  Sir,  there  is  no  controversy  between 
my  hoR.  and  learned  Friend  and  myself  as 
to  the  principles  on  which  this  question  is 
to  be  argued.  For  the  existing  law  gives 
an  author  copyright  during  his  natural 
life ;  nor  do  I  propose  to  invade  that  pri- 
vilege, which  I  should,  on  the  contrary,  be 
prepared  to  defend  strenuously  against  any 


assailant.  The  point  in  issue  is,  how  long 
after  an  author's  death,  the  State  shall. xi^ 
cognize  a  copyright  in  his  representatifcf 
and  assigns,  and  it  can,  I  thiiUc^  luurdly  be 
disputed  by  any  rational  man  diat  this  is  .9 
point  which  the  legislature  is  free  to  der 
termine  in  the  way  which  may  appear  to 
be  most  conducive  to  the  general  gDo4* 
We  may  now,  therefore,  I  think  descend 
from  these  high  regions,  where  we  are  in 
danger  of  being  lost  in  the  clouds,  to  firm 
ground  and  dear  light.  Let  us  look  at  this 
question  like  legisktors,  and  after  fairly 
balancing  conveniences  and  inconveniences, 
pronounce  between  the  existing  law  of 
copyright  and  the  law  now  proposed  to 
us.  The  question  of  copyright.  Sir, 
like  most  questions  of  civil  prudence  lis 
neither  black  nor  white,  but  grey.  The 
system  of  copyright  has  great  advan- 
tages, and  great  diadvantages,  and  it 
is  our  business  to  ascertain  what  these 
are,  and  then  to  make  an  arrangement 
under  which  the  advantages  may  be  aa 
far  as  possible  secured,  and  the  disad- 
vantages as  far  as  possible  excluded.  The 
charge  which  I  bring  against  my  hem. 
and  learned  Friend's  bill  is  this, — that  it 
leaves  the  advantages  nearly  what  they 
are  at  present  and  increases  the  disad- 
vantages at  least  four  fold.  The  advan- 
tages arising  from  a  system  of  copyright 
are  obvious.  It  is  desirable  that  we 
should  have  a  supply  of  good  books;  we 
cannot  have  such  a  supply  unless  men  of 
letters  are  liberally  remunerated :  and  the 
least  objectionable  way  of  remunerating 
them  is  by  means  of  copyright.  You 
cannot  depend  for  literary  instruction 
and  amusement  on  the  leisure  of  men 
occupied  in  the  pursuits  of  active,  life. 
Such  men  may  occasionally  produce  pieces 
of  great  merit.  But  you  must  not  look 
to  them  for  works  which  require  deqi 
meditation  and  long  research.  Such  works 
you  can  expect  only  from  persons  who 
make  literature  the  business  of  their  lives* 
Of  these  persons  few  will  be  found  amoi^ 
the  rich  and  the  noble.  The  rich  and  the 
noble  are  not  impelled  to  intellectual  exer- 
tion by  necessity.  They  may  be  impelled 
to  intellectual  exertion  by  the  desire  of  dis- 
tinguishing themselves,  or  by  the  desire  of 
benefiting  the  community.  But  it  is  gene- 
rally within  these  walls  that  they  seek  to 
signalize  themselves  and  to  serve  their 
fellow  creatures.  Both  their  ambition  and 
their  public  spirit,  in  a  country  like  this, 
naturally  take  a  political  torn.  It  is  then 
on  men  whose  profession  is  literature,  and 
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peq^uitr,  he  was  nakiiig  a  coapwwaiM 
between  extreme  right  and  expedieacf. 
But  if  his  opinion  about  monopolj  be  eoi^ 
ivrt.  extreme  right  and  expediency  woald 
ctnncide.  Or  rather  why  diould  we  not 
irstorc  the  monojioly  of  the  Eaiit-Indtan 
trade  to  the  East- India  Company  ?  Why 
i^KHild  we  not  revive  all  those  old  monopo- 
HcF  which,  iu  Kliaabelh's  rei|pi,  galled  our 
f»ihcr»  «««everely  that,  maddened  by  intole* 


wiMir  TTrvair  numtf  arr  im  ample,  that 
^itH,  miBC  TiO*  Tn:  a  9uwW  of  valuable 
Wwdtv  ^Wh  mm  tnitA  W  rrmunerated 
1ft«  4ho)r  ifufta^  IftKwr  And  there  arr 
4^  r*'/  •n^rit  \n  ^Kich  they  ran  be  re* 
muiK^f*n»A  i>iw'  <4  \hostt  way*  i«  )«itrm> 
1^  .  iW  .^her  Y>  *^1fvrif*^^     There  have 

WN   r."  «Kc  j»ii!vK\  S;:t  to  the  In^Trttianeai. 

M    K»    «    t.-*    $^V-«1    1S>0«*   t»^i   lh%-  rc«A?\!  v^"  .   i«kM%  t^:*  9«<>«.^vi«rt;i   ««■««,  lumiuviicu  uj  inioic* 

tVti  c v.'t-iy.^ivw  1:  >«A>  jS.-«  ;:•.  !^  5:tsc  I  7«K^  wnmg.  they  oppojied  to  their  sovc reign 
^  V«x\-«hA»  fc-sfci  t\Oi^»  ji!  K.-ttie.  .^"  I Vc  j  ft  rrsTCjuice  MWv  which  her  haughty  spirit 
SkK%N««  «:  V\'«\--s.v  ^'^  l.'^'^  i><?  1^*t:-^  '  ^i:W.  f.^  the  fnt  ami  for  the  last  time? 
i«v«i\  :H  Kvtxx-  .•«*  l.Ni:  !l»:.r^x  s-^  I  ^^**  it  t>,.'cSc4|a:os»  and  excellence  of  com- 
I  As^  i^vK'.O  :*  ;^-a  .w-»l:t       \.-*   S:r   1  j  a^x!.tx^  that  then  so  violcntlv  stirred  the 
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IS^r-JrtJ^'n  .<  theFnjrfish  people  ?  I  believe. 
Si:.  iSar  I  ataiT  ad^ly  take  it  fur  mntcd 
iha:  the  cAvt  c/  mivtwpoly  generaljy  is  to 
.1  ^-fii-ju^  ^^  t^c'  ».tk«  articles  a.-stk,  to  make  them  dear, 
>Xn(iIsi*.  But  I  JuJ  to  miike  theta  Kal  And  I  may  with 
I  vM  t  .viK^avv  I  ei(un2  Wvcy  chalKm^r  my  boo.  Frieml  to 
icv^-i\  j:u1  ■  ?iiiJ  .Hit  .uiv  Jx!«cinctii«n  brtwNvi  eopvright 
h»M*«Mtvlv«Kv  M  >v.kH.«  iiKit,  shall  >»iK*;  4iid  v>(hvr*«riv:I«^^of  the»mekind.'-^aDy 
VkuJk^  wi>xik  ibv-^  Os.»u  a  S?  vtu^-^t  '.o  -ivi;  rM««m  why  *  nti«n««|vly  of  books  should 
fC^  i>wa  ^S  ^»^W  »%•  i"*^*  Ki*v^iC  -•f  »tj-  j  ynnluix  j:i  clRvt  diivctly  the  revene  of 
uiUv*'«    *-kI   iK'^:s\^       \    .^t   sXHuvivv   *io ,  thac    whivh   w:u  pK^c«d   by   the    Fast- 

^%jkS  «.>^^viUuKv:S    ►.•;.: V  .V  V  \^- St:*^  '  lv*«'.l    fc:'.>a«rt  <  nocw^y  of  swevi    wines. 
>,>*^   4*.!   .■i'AofcSftK^kW  M   .VI    ^xx-*.-*  *i*^*'^  rSu<»  tVt^  ^^.  1^  ''■***•     '*  »  g"^* 


1^'^    way* 


'^%^iim;  k>K\<MV«ii*.».tNVMw  ti^  tr\;tS«  afv 
VM,'j>^-«  t<'W  *»s«*  »**dfct;.  ivyiitt^i  t*  m\*- 
ikM^^it>\  a\Hj  ^mwUkv*  $11  t^v^  riRvt*  whk-h 
IW^  Si.HKH«l  «\%K>^  «*f  nuntt*K(  attribute*  to 
w^^tt^«i\4>.  My  KvU).  and  )e«in^  Friond 
uit^  vv*v  AN»lv*tt|*tiuHi'Uv  of  tlKvw  who  are 
W4  A*A>  ^y  'l**  '^^*^>  *^**  monopoly 
uiuk,A  tKc\»i^'«  ,k%4r.  lliAi  w.>iK*|Kdy  makes 
ibiit^^  «Kn4(  U  «.xMtaiii*y  a  th«\>ry,  as  all  the 
kgiXNAi  luiih^  \\hivh  have  Ivcn  cjttahlishcd 
^\  \\w  \*\|vi-i\'iuv  ol'  all  ap^s  and  nations, 
and  whwh  Arc  taken  IW  gruntctl  in  all  rea* 
soniitga,  may  U'  Miil  to  lie  thiHirit^.  It  is  a 
lhri»iy  in  the  Mine  st*nM*  In  which  it  it  a 
ih^MV  that  day  aiul  niglit  follow  each 
«^Ker'|  that  lend  is  heavier  than  water,  that 
bf«^|  nouriNhoK,  that  iirseiilo  |M)isons,  that 
mKhJioI  inio\ti*ates.  If,  a«<  my  hon.  and 
branird  Frit'ud  Mvinic  to  hold,  the  whole 
world  is  in  the  wrung  on  tluH  point,  if  the 
real  etiect  of  nkonopoiy  is  to  make  articles 
ffooil  and  chi*ap,  why  docs  he  stop  slutrt  in 
his  rurcer  of  rhungi*  ?  Why  dues  he  limit 
the  operution  of  mi  salutary  a  prinriplo  to 
sixty  years  ^  Why  diK*  he  consent  to  any- 
thing fihort  of  a  |H*r|«tuity  >  lie  told  us 
that  in  consenting  to  anything  short  of  a 


^ — ^       -  ^  -  -  ,   .  —  ^._^,     ..  .^  ^^ .«., 

\^  ,•  \fciv  ;  V»* ;  IMS  SU8S.TS  sK'uM  Kf  rvmunerated  ;   and 

>^  ,*  *>r^/»£  S-^-iiv '  !V  *^rhArt  cvoc^sx^RaWe  way  of  remunerat- 

t^l^  iK.-«i  :*  bv  a  aiomtpoly.  Yet  monopoly 
r«  an  evil  For  the  sake  i»f  the  gcvd  we 
wast  Aibmit  to  the  evil ;  but  the  evil  ought 
m^  ^^  hsi  a  day  longer  than  is  nccesaw 
fw  the  purpose  of  securing  the  good.  Now, 
I  will  not  aflim,  that  the  exi^ng  law  b 
perfect,  that  it  exactly  hits  the  point  at 
which  the  monopoly  ought  to  cease,  but 
this  I  confidently  say.  that  it  is  very  much 
nearer  that  noint  than  the  law  pn«pa«d  by 
my  hon.  and  learned  Friend.  For  consi- 
der  this  ;  the  evil  effects  at  the  monofwly 
sre  pronortioned  to  the  length  of  its  dura- 
tion. Hut  the  good  effects  for  the  sake  of 
which  we  bear  with  its  evil  eflTects  are  by 
no  means  pn>portionci1  to  the  length  of  its 
duration.  A  monontdy  of  sixty  years  pro- 
duces twice  as  much  evil  as  a  monopoly  of 
thirty  years,  and  thrice  as  much  evil  as  a 
monopoly  of  twenty  years.  But  it  is  by 
no  mimns  the  fact  that  a  poathummis  roo- 
no|M>Iy  of  sixty  years,  gives  to  an  author 
thrice  as  much  pleasure,  and  thrice  as  strong 
a  motive  as  a  posthumous  monopoly  of 
twenty  yi»ars.  On  the  contrary,  the  dif- 
ference ia  fo  small  as  to  be  hardly  percepti- 
ble. We  all  know  how  faintly  we  ate  af- 
fected by  the  prospect  of  very  distant 
advantages,  even  when  they  aie  adsamagw 
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which  we  may  reasonably  hope  that  we 
shall  ourselves  enjoy.  But  an  advantage 
that  is  to  be  enjoyed  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury ai^r  we  are  dead>  by  somebody^  we 
know  not  whom,  perhaps  by  somebody 
unborn>  by  somebody  utterly  unconnected 
with  us^  is  really  no  motive  to  action.  It 
is  very  probable^  that  in  the  course  of  some 
generations,  land  in  the  unexplored  and 
unmapped  heart  of  the  Austrsdian  conti- 
nent, will  be  very  valuable.  But  there  is 
none  of  us  who  would  lay  down  five  pounds 
for  a  whole  province  in  the  heart  of  the 
Australian  continent.  We  know,  that  nei- 
ther we,  nor  anybody  for  whom  we  care, 
will  ever  receive  a  farthing  of  rent  from 
such  a  province.  And  a  man  is  very  little 
moved  by  the  thought  that  in  the  year 
2000  or  2100  somebody  who  claims  through 
him  will  employ  more  shepherds  than 
Prince  Esterhazy,  and  will  have  the  finest 
house  and  sallery  of  pictures  at  Victoria  or 
Sydney.  Now,  this  is  the  sort  of  boon 
which  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  holds 
out  to  authors^  Considered  as  a  boon  to 
them,  it  is  a  mere  nullity  ;  but,  considered 
as  an  impost  on  the  public,  it  is  no  nullity, 
but  a  very  serious  and  fatal  reality ;  I  will 
take  an  example.  Dr.  Johnson  died  fifty- 
six  years  ago.  If  the  law  were  what  my 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  wishes  to  make  it, 
somebody  would  now  have  the  monopoly 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  works.  Who  that  some- 
body would  be,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but 
we  may  venture  to  guess.  I  guess,  then, 
that  it  would  have  been  some  bookseller, 
who  was  the  assign  of  another  bookseller, 
who  was  the  grandson  of  a  third  bookseller, 
who  had  boiight  the  copyright  from  Black 
Frank,  the  Doctor's  servant,  in  1785  or 
1786.  Now,  would  the  knowledge,  that 
this  copyright  would  exist  in  1841,  have 
been  a  source  of  gratification  to  Johnson  ? 
Would  it  have  stimulated  his  exertions? 
Would  it  have  once  drawn  him  out  of  his 
bed  before  noon.^  Would  it  have  once 
cheered  him  under  a  fit  of  the  spleen? 
Would  it  have  induced  him  to  give  us  one 
more  allegory,  one  more  life  of  a  poet,  one 
more  imitation  of  Juvenal  ?  I  firmly  be- 
lieve not.  I  firmly  believe  that  a  hundred 
years  ago,  when  he  was  writing  our  de- 
bates for  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  he 
would  very  much  rather  have  had  two- 
pence to  buy  a  plate  of  shin  of  beef  at  a 
cook's  shop  underground.  Considered  as 
a  reward  to  him,  the  difference  between 
a  twenty  years'  term,  and  a  sixty  years' 
term  of  posthumous  copyright,  would  have- 
been  netning  or  next  to  nothing.  But  is  the 


difference  nothing  to  us  ?  I  can  buy  Raitt^ 
las  for  sixpence ;  I  might  have  had  to  tAr^ 
Rye  shillings  for  it.    I  can  buy  the  Dicmn- 
ary — the  entire  genuine  Dictionary— for 
two  guineas,  perhaps  for  less  ;    I  might 
have  bad  to  give  five  or  six  guineas  for  it. 
Do  I  grudge  this  to  a  man  liKe  Dr«  John- 
son ?    Not  at  all.    Show    me  that    th« 
prospect  of  this  boon  roused  him  to  any 
vigorous  effort,  or  sustained  his  spirits  un« 
der  depressing  circumstances,  and  I   am 
quite  willing  to  pay  the  price  of  such  an 
object,  heavy  as  that  price  is.     But  what  ( 
do  complain  of  is  that  my  circumstances 
are  to  be  worse,  and  Johnson's  none  the 
better,  that  I  am  to  give  five  pounds  for 
what  to  .him  was  not  worth  a  farthing. 
The  principle  of  copyright  is  this.     It  is  a 
tax  on  readers  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a 
bounty  to  writers.     The  tax  is  an  excMd- 
ingly  bad  one ;  it  is  a  tax  on  one  of  tha 
most  innocent  and  most  salutary  of  human 
pleasures ;  and  never  let  us  forget  that  a 
tax    on    innocent    pleasures    is     a     pre- 
mium on  vicious  pleasures.     I  admits  how*- 
ever,  the  necessity  of  giving  a  bounty  to 
genius  and  learning.    In    order   to  give 
such  a  bounty,  I  willingly  submit  even  to 
this  severe  and  burdensome  tax.     Nay,  I 
am  ready  to  increase  the  tax  if  it  can  be 
shown  that  by  so  doing  I  should  proportion- 
ably  increase  the  bounty.     My  complaint 
is,  that  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend  doublet, 
triples,   quadruples,   the  tax,  and  malm 
scarcely   any  perceptible  addition   to  the 
bounty.     To  recur  to  the  case  of  Dr.  John- 
son,— what  is  the  additional  amount  of 
taxation  which  would  have  been  levied  on 
the  public  for  Dr.  Johnson's  works  alone> 
if  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  bill  had 
been  the  law  of  the  land  ?  I  have  not  datft 
sufficient  to  form  an  opinion.     Put  I  am 
confident  that  the  taxation  on  hi«  DictiQ- 
nary  alone  would  have  amounted  to  roanf 
thousands  of  pounds,     In  recjcoqing  the 
whole  additional  sum  which  the  holers  of 
his  copyrights  would  have  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  public  during  the  last  half 
century  at  twenty  thousand  pounds,  I  fe^l 
satisfied  that  I  very  greatly  under-rate  it. 
Now,I  again  say,  that!  think  it  but  fair  th^t 
we  should  pay  twenty  thousand  pounds  in 
consideration   of  twenty  thousand  pounds 
worth  of  pleasure  and  encouragement  is- 
ceived  by  Dr.  Johnson.     But  I  think  it 
very  hard    that   we  should  pay   twenty 
thousand  pounds  for  what  he  would  not 
have  valued   at  five  shillings.     My  hon* 
and  learned  Friend  dwells  on  the  plaims  Qf 
the  posterity  of  great  writers.    Undoubted- 
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\j,  Sir,  it  would  be  Tcry  pleating  to  aee  a 
deacemlant  (vf  Shakespeare  living  in  opu- 
Ience>  on  the  fruits  of  his  great  ancestor's 
genius.  A  house  maintained  in  splendour 
hj  such  a  patrimony  would  be  a  more  inte- 
resting and  striking  object  than  Blenheim 
is  to  us,  or  than  Strathtieldsaye  will  be  to 
our  children.  But,  unhappily,  it  is  scarce- 
ly possible  that,  under  any  system^  such  a 
thing  can  come  to  pass.  My  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  does  not  propose  that  copy- 
right shall  descend  to  the  eldest  son,  or 
ilmll  be  bound  up  by  irrevocable  entail.  It 
is  to  be  merely  personal  property.  It  is 
therefore  highly  improbable  that  it  will 
descend  during  sixty  years  or  half  that 
term  from  parent  to  child.  The  chance  is 
that  more  people  than  one  will  have  an 
interest  in  it.  They  will  in  all  probability 
sell  it  and  divide  the  proceeds.  The  price 
which  a  bookseller  will  give  for  it  will 
bear  no  proportion  to  the  sum  which 
he  will  afWrwanis  draw  from  the  public,  if 
his  mcuUtion  pn^Tc«  suconsiiiL  He  will 
mv«  l\tU<(i»  if  any  thing,  mc\re  for  a  teroi  of 
inxlY  Tt«rfi  than  for  a  term  <>f  ihirtT  or 
(ftt^^MMld«lw«nly«  T!^  ptc^ni  v;ilue  of  a 
(Kami  Mivasit*^  »  a^w^ri^  «attli ;  bat 
wWm  iIm«  »  $T«at  ivMK  t..'^  iccH  w^ecier 
4  i&aaftt  airsx::^  wTJI  Vie  j^if  Ah^c*  t^ 
St  a!L  tibe  ^cvspr.a  riT^iif  wnb  tr  lihiiuiic 
witlm^.  ^K^  V  ^  Ttvcvmsttmrr  ^nf  die 
y*iM6t  ttM(&,  %^hsA  ^w  *cttf^^  t&iK  vain  «««*> 

>N^^W^  Wi»  v«V«>*A  ^^^VNhp.xw'  a  cKa^pr  in 
^  WV«A  ^JM^MT  |i«V,>l  ^N*«  1^1  K^  wKkh 

v«»W^  #a  W^  »^v^*i^t  ^NHiVI  tfxufivj 

yV1Ni(lM«^¥x  ^.x^i<L^  >VW  W^HlVI  haw 
Wv¥i  Hv*«w*fcrtva  iW  Vm  I  ^v««t  j^>|VHrty 

^^  vv\v^  \<«««i«,  *«kI  >\h^  aiv  in  tW  ipmrm* 
t^  s<4'  ^  Vk^  I\»|v  A»k\s\« ''  whi»  now  rraais 
^V^W>  *       NVK4I   \\\M:k*  wiMv   evt*  ex- 

Cv%(  ^'ilh  VM\4««  iiuMii%*iHv  by  the  public 
\  \Vsm^  s^'  I  i^4  liOiui:hr\»kei  which  ap- 
M^,  I  Ihiuk,  in  \7^4.  In  1814,  no 
l^iydj^^  would  hav0  thanked  you  for  the 
^im[«iiHhl  s*S  ihiHii  all,  if  you  had  offered  it 
Va  \iui  fiur  nothing.  What  would  Pater- 
ttualer-row  i^ivo  now  for  iho  copyright  of 
Haylcy's  Truiniphs  of  Temper,  so  much 
iiduirod  n  ithin  the  memory  of  many  iMHipIo 
•till  living  f  I  say.  therrfon*,  that,  from 
the  very  nature  of  literary  pro^vrty,  it  will 
almost  always  ihum  away  frimi  an  author's 
fmuily  I  and,   I  say,  that  the  price  given 


for  it  to  the  family  wiU  bear  a  fery  onaU 
proportion  to  the  tax  which  the  purchaicfj 
if  his  speculation  turns  out  weU,  wiU  ia 
the  course  of  a  loo^  series  of  yeaxs^  levy  oa 
the  public.  If,  Sir,  I  wished  to  find  a 
strong  and  perfect  illustration  of  the  eflEDCts 
which  I  anticipate  from  long  0Q|iyri|riity  1 
should  select, — my  hon.  and  leamed  F^nl 
will  be  surprised,— I  should  select  the  case  of 
Milton's  grand-daughter.  As  often  as  this 
bill  has  been  under  discussion,  the  fate  of 
Milton's  grand-dauehter  has  been  brought 
forward  by  the  fSvocates  of  mooop^y. 
My  hon.  and  leamed  Friend  has  repeatedly 
told  the  story  with  great  eloquence  and 
effect.  He  has  dilated  on  the  suflferings, 
on  the  abject  poverty,  of  this  ill-fated 
woman,  the  last  of  an  illustrious  raee.  He 
tells  us  that,  in  the  extremity  of  her  dis- 
tress, Garrick  gave  her  a  benefit,  that 
Johnson  wrote  a  prologue,  and  that  the 
public  contributed  some  hundreds  of 
pounds.  Was  it  fit,  he  asks,  that  sha 
should  receive,  in  this  eleemosynary  fona^  a 
small  portion  of  what  was  in  truth  a  debt } 
Why,  he  asks,  instead  of  obtainin|^  a  pi(- 
I  tanoe  fium  charity,  did  she  not  live  in  com- 
'  fcvt  and  loxurr  on  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
«3f  Ixr  a3Kiestar*s  traks!     But,  Sir,  will 


ssT  ^-e,  a^i  Resitted  Friend 


tdl  Be  that 
ke  haa  so  often  and  ao 

'Mc!becka:>  Aesoftri,  w«s  caosed  hf  tha 
sbiruKaMi^MfTT^ht?  Whj.af  ihaltiBi,llii 
c  jTKva  cf  cvi|WT%|ht  was  kBgor  than  avcn 
h(«  a:  i^raaeat,  taiyuau  to  Mke  it.  Tha 
«MBk>|VkT  lasted  not  sixty  foart,  but  fior 
e«Yr.  At  the  taaae  at  whidi  MiltaQ's 
gruid«daught<r  asked  charity,  Milton's 
wxvks  wcM  the  exclusive  property  uf  a 
btxiksellcr.  Within  a  few  months  of  tha 
day  on  which  the  benefit  was  given  at 
Garrick*s  theatre,  the  holder  of  the  miy. 
right  of  Paradise  Lost,  I  think  it  was  lon- 
son,  applied  to  the  Court  of  Equity  lor  an 
injunction  acainst  a  bookseller,  who  had 
published  a  cheap  edition  of  the  great  epic 
|xiem,  and  obtained  his  injunction,  l^a 
representation  of  Comus  was,  if  I  remember 
npitlyiin  1750— the  injunction  in  1752. 
Here,  then,  is  a  nerfect  iUustxation  of  what 
1  conceive  to  be  the  efiect  of  long  copyr^t. 
Milton's  works  are  the  property  of  a  sin|^ 
publisher.  Everybody,  who  wants  them, 
must  buy  them  at  Tonson's  shop,  and  at 
Tonson's  price.  \Mioever  attempts  to 
undersell  Tonson  is  harawed  with 
proceedings.  Thousands  who  would 
IMMsess  a  copy  of  Paradise  Loat,nuat 
that  great  enjoyment.     And  what,  in 

I  meantime  ia  the  situation  of  tha  only  penon 
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§x  wham  we  can  suppose  that  the  author^ 
pEOtected  at  such  a  cost  to  the  puhlic,  was 
at  all  interested  ?     She  is  reduced  to  utter 
destitution.     Milton's  works  are  under   a 
monopoly.      Milton's    grand-daughter    is 
starving.    The  reader  is  pillaged ;  hut  the 
writer's  family  is  not  enrichea.      Society 
is  taxed  douhly.     It  has  to  give  an  exor- 
bitant price  for  the  poems ;  and  it  has  at 
the  same  time  to  give  alms  to  the  only  sur- 
viving descendant  of  the  poet.     But  this  is 
not  all.     I  think  it  right.  Sir,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  an  evil,  which  is 
perhaps  more  to  be  apprehended  when  an 
author's  copyright  remains  in  the  hands  of 
his  family*  than  when  it  is  transferred  to 
booksellers.     I  seriously  fear,  that  if  such 
a  measure  as  this  should  be  adopted^  many 
valuable  works  vdll  be  either  totally  sup- 
pressed or  grievously  mutilated.      I  can 
prove  that  this  danger  is  not  chimerical ; 
and  I  am  quite  certain  that,  if  the  danger 
be  real,  the  safeguards  which  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  has  devised  are  altogether 
nugatory.     That  the  danger  is  not  cbime- 
ricad  may  easily  be  shewn.     Most  of  us,  I 
am  sure,  have  known   persons  who,  very 
erroneously,  as  I  think,  but  from  the  best 
motives,  would  not  choose  to  reprint  Field- 
ing's novels,  or  CKbbon's  History  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire. 
Some   Gentlemen     may    perhaps    be    of 
opinion,  that  it  would  be  as  well  if  Tom 
Jones  and  Gibbon's  History   were  never 
reprinted.  I  will  not,  then,  dwell  on  these 
or  similar  cases.     I  will  take  cases  respect- 
ing which  it  is  not  likely  that  there  will 
be  any  difference  of  opinion  here,  cases  too 
in  which  the  danger  of  which  I  now  speak 
is  not  matter  of  supposition,  but  matter  of 
fact.     Take  Richardson's  novels.     What- 
ever I  may,  on  the  present  occasion,  think 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  judgment 
as  a  legislator,  I  must  always  respect  his 
judgment  as  a  critic.     He  will,  I  am  sure, 
say  that  Richardson's  novels  are  among  the 
most   valuable,   among  the  most  original 
works  in  our  language.     No  writings  have 
done  more  to  raise  the  fame  of  English  genius 
in   foreign   countries.       No   writings   are 
more  deeply  pathetic.     No  writings,  those 
of  Shakespeare  excepted,  show  such  pro- 
found knowledge  of  the  human  heart.     As 
to  their  moral   tendency,    I  can   cite  the 
most  respectable   testimony.      Dr.  John- 
son describes  Richardson  as  one  who  had 
taught  the  passions  to  move  at  the  command 
of  virtue.    My  dear  and  honoured  Friend, 
Mr.  Wilberforce,  in  his  celebrated  religious 
treatise,  when  speaking  of  the  unchristian 
VOL.  L\L  {SK} 


tendency  of  the  fashionable  novels  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  most  distinctly  excepts 
Richardson   froi^   the  censure.      Another 
excellent  person  whom  I  can  never  mention 
without  respect  and  kindness,  Mrs.  Han- 
nah More»  of\;en  declared  in  conversation, 
and  has  declared  in  one  of  her  published 
poems,   that   she  first    learned  from  the 
writings  of  Richardson  those  principles  of 
piety,  by  which  her  life  was  guided.     I 
may  safely  say,  that  books  celebrated  as 
works  of  art  through  the  whole  civilised 
world,  and  praised  for  their  moral  tendency 
by  Dr.  Johnson,  by  Mr.  Wilberforce,  by 
Mrs.  Hannah  More,  ought  not  to  be  sup. 
pressed.     Sir,  it  is  my  firm  belief,  that  if 
the  law  had  been  what  my  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  proposes  to  make  it,  they  would 
have  been  suppressed.     I  remember  Rich- 
ardson's grandson   well;  he  was  a  cler« 
gyman  in  the  city  of  London ;  he  was  a 
most  upright  and  excellent  man;  but  he 
had  conceived  a  strong  prejudice  against 
works  of  fiction.     He  thought  all  novd- 
reading    not    only    frivolous  but    sinfuL 
He  said,— this  I  state  on  the  authority  of 
one  of  his  clerical  brethren,  who  is  now  a 
bishop ;— he  said  that  he  had  never  thought 
it  right  to  read  one  of  his  grandfather's 
books.       Suppose,    Sir,  that  the  law  has 
been  what  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
would  make  it.     Suppose  that  the  copy« 
right  of  Richardson's  novels  had  descended, 
as  might  well  have  been  the  case,  to  this 
gentleman,      1    firmly    believe,    that    he 
would  have  thought  it  sinful  to  give  them 
wide  circulation.     I  firmly  believe,  that  he 
would  not  for  a  hundred  thousand  pounds 
have  deliberately  done  what  he  thought 
sinful.  He  would  not  have  reprinted  them. 
And  what  protection  does  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  give  to  the  public  in  such  a 
case }      Why,   Sir,  what  he  proposes  is 
this :  if  a  book  is  not  reprinted  during  five 
years,  any  person  who  wishes  to  repnnt  it 
may  give  notice  in  the  London   Gazette : 
the  advertisement  must  be  repeated  three 
times:  a  year  must  elapse;  and  then,  if 
the  proprietor  of  the  copyright  does  not 
put  forth  a  new  edition,  he  loses  his  ex- 
clusive privilege.     Now,  what  protection 
is  this  to  the  public  P     What  is  a  new 
edition  P     Does  the  law  define  the  number 
of  copies-  that  make  an  edition?     Does 
it   limit    the    price   of    a    copy?       Are 
twelve  copies  on  large  paper,  charged  at 
thirty    guineas    each,    an    edition  r       It 
has   been  usual,  when   monopolies  have 
been  granted,  to  prescribe  numbers  and  ^ 
limit  prices.    But  I  do  not  find  that  my 
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lion*  and  leaned  Friend  propowB  to  do  lo 
ia  the  preient  caae.  And,  without  tome 
such  provision^  the  security  which  he  ofien 
ii  manifestly  illusory.  It  is  my  conviction, 
that  under  such  a  system  as  that  which  he 
recommends  to  us,  a  copy  of  Clarissa  would 
have  heen  as  rare  as  an  Aldus  or  a  Caxton. 
I  will  give  another  instauce.  One  of  the 
most  instructive,  interesting  and  delightful 
books  in  our  language  is  Bosw ell's  Life  of 
Johnson.  Now  it  is  well  known  that 
Boswell's  eldest  son  considered  this  book, 
considered  the  whole  relation  of  Boswell  to 
Johnson,  as  a  blot  in  the  escutcheon  of  the 
family.  He  thought,  not  perhaps  altoge- 
tber  without  reason,  that  his  father  had 
exhibited  himself  in  a  ludicrous  and  de- 
grading light.  And  thus  he  became  so 
sore  and  irritable,  that  at  last  he  could  not 
bear  to  hear  the  Life  of  Johnson  mentioned. 
Suppose  that  the  law  had  been  what  my 
bon.  and  learned  Friend  wishes  to  make  it. 
Suppose  that  the  copyright  of  Boswell's 
JJfe  of  Johnson  had  belonged,  as  it  well 
might,  during  sixty  years  to  Boswell's  eld- 
est son*  What  would  have  been  the  conse* 
aoenoe?  An  unadulterated  copy  of  the 
nnest  biographical  work  in  the  world  would 
have  been  as  scarce  as  the  first  edition  of 
Camden.  These  are  strong  cases.  I  have 
shewn  you  that,  if  the  law  had  been  what 
you  are  now  going  to  make  it,  the  finest 
vrose  work  of  fiction  in  the  language,  the 
nnest  biographical  work  in  the  language, 
would  very  probably  have  been  suppressed. 
But  I  have  stated  my  case  weakly.  The 
books  which  I  have  mentioned  are  singular- 
ly inoffensivebooks,— books  not  touching  on 
any  of  those  questions  which  drive  even  wise 
men  beyond  the  bounds  of  wisdom.  There 
are  books  of  a  very  different  kind,— >books 
which  are  the  rallying  points  of  great  po« 
litioal  and  religious  parties.  What  is  likely 
to  happen  if  toe  copyright  of  one  of  these 
books  should  by  descent  or  transfer  come 
into  the  possession  of  some  hostile  sealot 
I  will  take  a  single  instance.     It  is  fifty 

rrs  since  John  Wesley  died ;  his  works, 
the  law  had  been  what  my  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  seeks  to  make  it,  would 
now  have  been  the  property  of  some  per* 
SOD  or  other.  The  sect  founded  by  Wesley 
is  the  most  numerous,  the  wealthiest  the 
moet  powerful,  the  most  sealous,  of  sects. 
Id  every  election  it  is  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  obtain  the  support 
of  the  Wesh^an  Methodists.  Their  numeri* 
eal  strength  is  reckoned  by  hundreds  of 
thousands.  They  hold  the  memory  of 
their  founder  in  the  greatest  reterenoe; 


and  not  withoot  reason,  ftr  he  was  mi* 
questionably  a  great  and  a  oood  mmtu    To 
his  authority  they  constantly  appeaL    His 
works  are  in  their  eyes  of  the  highest 
value.     His  doctrinal  writings  they  iwaid 
as  containing  the  best  system  of  theeJBgy 
ever  deduced  from  Scripture.  HisjoiUMSi, 
interesting  even  to  the  common  reader, 
are  peculiarly  interesting  to  the  Methodist : 
for  they  contain  the  whole  history  of  that 
singular  polity  which,  weak  and  despised 
in  its  beginning,  is  now,  after  the  lapse  of 
a  century  so  strong,  so  flourishing,  and  so 
formidable.    The  hymns  to  whu£  he  gave 
his  imprimatur  are  a  most  important  part 
of  the  public  worship  of  his  followers.  Now 
suppose  that  the  copyright  of  these  works 
b^onged  to  some  person  who  holds  the 
memory  of  Wesley  and  the  doctrines  and 
discipline  of  the  Methodists  in  ahhorrenee. 
There  are  many  such  persons.    The  Eode- 
siastical  Courts  are  at  this  very  time  sittiag 
on  the  case  of  a  clergyman  of  the  Esfea- 
billed  Church  who  refused  Christian  hnrial 
to  a  child  baptised  by  a  Methodist  preadMr. 
I  took  up  the  other  day  a  work  which  is  eon- 
sidered  as  among  the  most  respectable  organs 
of  a  large  and  growing  party  in  the  Church 
of  England  and  there  I  saw  John  Wedey 
designated  as  a  forsworn  priest.     Suppose 
that    the    works    of  Wesley    were   sop- 
pressed.      Why,   Sir,    sodi    a   grievanee 
would   be  enough   to    shake  the  iammd* 
ations   of  Government.     Let  Oootkaen 
who  are  attached  to  the  Chordi  reileot 
for  a  moment  what  their  feeHnga  woold 
be  if  the  Book  of  Conmioa  Prayer  wese 
not  to  be  reprinted  for  thirty  or  forty 
yeam,«*if  the  price  of  a  Book  of  Commoo 
Prayer  were  run  up  to  five  or  ten  guioeos. 
And   then    let  them  determine  whether 
they  will  pass  a  law  under  which  it  is  pes* 
sible,  under  which  it  is  probable,  that  so 
intolerable  a  wrong  may  be  done  to  soom 
sect  consisting  perhaps  of  half  a  million  of 
persons.     I  am  so  sensible.  Sir,  of  the  kind- 
ness with  which  the  House  has  listened  to 
me,  that  I  will  not  detain  you  loager.     I 
will  only  say  this,— that  if  the  measure 
before  us  should  pass,  and  should  produce 
one  tenth  part  of  the  evil  whieh  it  is  cal- 
culated to  produce,  and  which  I  folly  ex- 
pect  it  to  produce,  there  will  soon  be  a 
remedy,  though  of   a  vory    ohjectiooable 
kind.    Just  as  the  absurd  acts  which  pso- 
hibited  the  sale  of  game  were  virtually  re- 
pealed by  the  poacher.  Just  as  many  ahmrd 
revenue  acts  have  been  virtoally  repealed 
by  the  smuggler,  will  this  law  be  rirtuaUy 
repealed  by  piratical  booksellers.    At  pea- 
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■ent  the  holder  of  copyright  has  the  pitUie 
feeling  on  hu  Hide:  Tbtm  wha  iavadc 
copyright  are  regarded  ae  knaves  who  take 
the  bread  out  of  the  mouth  of  deserving 
men.  Every  body  w  well  pleased  tu  see  them 
reatrained  by  the  law  and  coinpulled  to  re- 
fund their  ill-gotten  gains.  No  tradesman 
of  good  lepute  will  have  anything  to  iu 
with  such  disgraceful  transsctiana.  Past 
this  law  I  and  that  feeling  ii  at  an  end. 
Men  of  a  character  very  different  from 
that  oi  the  present  race  of  piratical  book- 
sellers  will  soon  infringe  this  intolerabk' 
monopoly.  Great  masses  of  capilal  will  be 
cwtstanlly  employed  in  the  violation  of  the 
law.  Every  art  will  be  employed  toevade 
legal  pursuit;  and  the  whole  nation  will  be 
in  the  plot.  On  which  side  indeed  should 
the  public  sympathy  be  when  the  question 
is  wbeiher  lorae  book  as  popular  as  Kobin. 

son  Crusoe,  or  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  shall  ^^j  f^^  ^-^^^  j, 

be  in  every  cottage,  or  whether  it  shall  be  ^.,_  ^„„  .„^  iL\^^a  pJ; 
confined  to  the. libraries  of  the  nch  for  the 
advantage  of  the  great  grandson  of  a  book- 
teller  who,  a  hundred  years  before,  drove  a 
hard  haTf>Bin  for  the  copyright  witli  the 
author  when  in  great  dbiress  ?  Itcmembcr 
too  that  when  once  it  ceases  to  be  consi- 
dered as  wrong  and  discreditable  to  invade 
literary  property,  no  person  can  say  where 
the  invasion  will  Hop.  The  pubUc  seldom 
makes  nice  distinctions.  The  wholesome 
co[^rlght  which  now  exists  will  share  in 
the  disgrace  and  danger  of  the  new  copy- 
right which  you  are  about  to 
you  will  And  that,  in  attempting  to 


for  hin  to  «ay,  that  the  bill  on  the  Table 
had  no  refereoce  to  it.  That  bill,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  was  not  founded  on 
principle,  but  on  expediency.  For  bim- 
seir,  he  never  hesitated  to  state,  that  he 
thought  that  a  man  ought  to  have  the 
tame  property  in  the  productions  of  bis 
mind  as  in  those  of  his  hands.  But  this 
statement  was  not  in  the  bill  or  in  the 
speech  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend- 
The  bill  merely  changed  the  term  of 
twenty-eight  yearj,  and  the  interval  be- 
tween that  term  and  the  death  of  the  au- 
thor, on  the  one  hand,  and  the  term 
of  sixty  years  calculated  from  the  death 
of  the  author,  on  the  other  hand.  All 
the  arguments,  therefore,  which  were 
directed  with  so  much  eloquence  against 
iposed  law,  applied  ^ro  lanto  lo 
the  present  law.  If  books  could  be  sup- 
sed  for  sixty  years  by  the  measure  qf 
hon.  and  learned  Friend,  ibey  could 
be  suppressed  for  twenty-eight  years 
under  tlie  operation  of  the  actual  system. 
Then,  as  to  prices,  his  right  hon.  Friend 
argued  that  a  book  which  he  now  bought 
for  Gd.  might  cost  5s.  under  what  bp 
called  the  piooopoly.  Were  publishers 
ihe  only  persons  insensible  to  their  pwti 
interest?  Would  not  the  pirate  puhlither, 
as  he  was  called,  finding  that  the  anginal 
price  was  5s.,  conirive,  by  undersdlii)g  it 
It  4s,  6d.  to  secure  the  larger  share  of 
And  I  pcotit  to  himself:  would  it  be  a  competU 

^ between  6d.  and  5s,;  would  it  not  be 

J  unreasonable  restraints  on  the  reprint-  1  between  4s.  6d.  and  5s.  ?    And  is  it  tot 


ing  of  the  works  of  the  dead,  you  have, 
great  extent,annulled  those  restraints  which 
now  prevent  men  from  pillaging  and  de- 
frauding the  living.  If  I  saw.  Sir,  any 
probability  that  this  bill  couldbe  so  amended 
in    the    committee    that    my     object ii 


might  be  removed,  1  would 
House  in  this  stage.  But 
convinced  that  no  alteration  which 


such  a  fractional  difference  that  you  would 
deprive  the  families  of  the  great  authors 
uf  England  of  their  best  iaheritaoce? 
He  urged  the  House  to  recollect  that  it 
was  only  the  great  and  good  authors  who 
would  be  benefited  by  the  proposed  ine«- 


divide  the    sure.     Those  who  had  the  best  claims  on 


fully    the  gratitude  of  their  country  alone  could 


n  insupportable  to  ray  hon.  andleam- 
cd  Friend,  could  render  his  measure  sup- 
portable to  me,  that  I  must  move,  though 


'ould    |irotit  by  the  protection  which  they  sought. 


the  families  of  Southey,  of  Words- 
th,  and  of  Scott,  many,  if  not  all,  their 
pyrights  remained;  and  it  was  for  the 


i^rith  repet,  that  this  bill  be  read  a  second    interesU    of    the   country  itself  that   its 


e  with 


ith  pe- 


e  this  day 

Sir  R.  Inglis  said,  thi 
culiar  difficulty,  after  the  speech 
right  ban.  Friend — a  speech  filled  with 
illustrations  from  every  page  of  English 
literature,  and  which  he  alone,  perhaps, 
of  the  present  House  could  have  supplied. 
He  would  not  enter  into  the  metaphysics 
as  lo  the  origin  of  property  with  which 
that  speech  coromenced.     It  was  enough 


valuable  literature  should  be  en- 
couraged. He  trusted  that  the  House 
would  allow  the  bill  to  be  read  R  second 
time. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Talfourd  replied.  He 
thought  that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  bad  really  cherished  those  dee)) 
and  strong  convictions  that  the  bill  wu 
calculated  to  inflict  those  injuries  he  had 
mentioned,  he  would  have  expressed  thoae 
N2 
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«Mvktioat  vpott  tome  of  the  mtoy  IbnMr 
oevMioiM  the  subject  had  •ndergone  dn- 
ciMStoii.  Tbe  obscmtioot  vhich  hit  right 
koo.  Frieod  bad  made,  aod  the  doctrine 
lie  bad  laid  down  with  respect  to  property 
m  works,  might  be  eooally  urged  ac^ainst 
alt  property.  It  would  apply  to  all  who 
were  endeavouring  in  this  transitory  life 
to  accumulate  propertT  for  themselves  or 
their  posterity*  W«s  it  authors  only  who 
bad  prodigal  sons?  Might  not  others 
have  descendants  who  might  dissipate 
tlieir  property  f  The  House 'mi^ht  just  as 
well  refuse  to  a  Marlborough  or  a  Welling- 
ton tboee  honours  which  their  illustrious 
services  entitled  them  to,  because  they 
might,  perchance  have  unworthy  descend- 
aiils«  He  would,  therefore,  dismiss  thst 
avfument  as  being  unworthy  of  attention. 
Then,  with  respect  to  the  supposition, 
that  biM»ks  would  be  suppressed.  There 
igaki  Ibe  same  argument  wouki  apply  to 
iW  lweiiiy^e%bt  yean.  But  be  w^uKI 
iiMib^  aikigbt  u«i|  wvvrbs  wbicb  tbe  author 
mlfbl  dvMve  lo  suppressn  W  bcoui^i  t<Ms 
weMi  f  Was  II  w^  evil  |«  aa  autb^.  if  be 
bii4  yibUibetl  «ues«  wmniIum  aMscvMMe|^ 
H^HL  ^  wtHte*^  iiMisetbiu^  ^  wbicb  m 
l^fiK  ^  UMtn^ev  y^Mr«  b^  b4il  cepeoted 
«^w^  It  utf  e^tlv  ^b<i<  li^  bv  ba4  wncfeew  «•< 
bw  wbivb    ^^  4>i«»;{>^  be  wvuKi  wwb  tv 

t^v  lb<^  %vaM  ^  Hm  r«gbt  b^N»«  b>WiHl 
baU  imm  altvM^^^lwl  lo  grap|ile  wiib  aav 
^¥^  v»t  ib^  givat  vxampWa  which  b«d 
b#eii  ad\luciKl  m  sup|H>ti  ^MT  tbe  b»IK  Ut 
bail  lu^  gfa|»|4vsi  wuh  the  casea  of  men 
hk^  bir.  WiNrdsworlh,  who  was  sutcrinc 
under  M^u^«^**rved  aegWct,  and  who,  i>f 
loo  nubia  a  mind  to  pander  to  the  taste 
of  the  public,  bided  his  time,  and  who 
fbund,  when  he  had  arrived  at  a  venerable 
age,  his  works  were  beginning  to  be  profit- 
able, that  at  thst  moment  the  profit  wns 
laalched  from  him.  Was  it  not  just  and 
noble  of  the  I^islalure  to  aid  men  who 
looked  beyond  tbe  grsve,  and  could  see 
the  future  in  the  past  ?  His  right  hon. 
Friend  supposed  that  the  monopoly  would 
make  books  dear;  but  experience  had 
shown  that  it  had  no  such  tendency.  The 
axtensioQ  of  the  monopoly  from  fourteen 
to  twentv-eight  years,  far  from  being  at- 
tended by  an  advance  in  the  price  of 
books,  hsd  rather  produced  a  reduction, 
and  it  was  natural  to  expect  that  it  would 
do  so ;  as  books  could  be  produced  more 
0«Mply  by  one  press,  one  set  of  puUiihetrs, 


and  one  set  of  advertiMii  thaa  by  tUiy» 
He  would  not  have  troubled  the  Hmse  at 
this  tkna  with  aov  obserratioiit,  if  lui 
right  hon.  Friend  had  not  thrown  the 
weight  of  his  anthority»  tbe  grace  of  bis 
eloquence,  and  the  fascination  of  bis  style 
into  the  scale,  in  opposition  to  this  men- 
sure.  He,  however,  thought  the  voices  of 
Wordsworth,  Sou  they,  of  Moore  and 
Rogers,  of  Coleridge,  speaking*  at  it  were, 
^  from  the  grave,  and  of  tbe  son  of  Sir 
I  Walter  Sa>tt — would  weigh  a^init  all 
the  powers  and  genius  of  his  light  boa. 
Friend**  address. 

The  House  divided  on  the  original  qnca- 
tion  :  ^  Ayes  38 ;  Noes  45  : — Majority  7 . 

ZisI  of  the  Ates. 


Arbttthnolt,  boo.  H. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  T.  F. 
Bentinck,  Lord  G. 
Blsir«  J. 

Bv^wnngg*  o* 
Bailer,  l\ 
ButUr,  S«r  J.  Y. 
Btttwitc»  Su  E«  L^ 
Burr,  H. 
fVituMav,  LmtI 

l>M^«k  Su  i\  E. 
I>e».-K  r. 

tHMdi6uctt«  rt.  Ita.  II. 
t»nhKi**  T» 
HilfiMU.  IK 
Hawes,  B. 


Hope,hon.a 
Howard,  hn.  C.  W.  O. 
Litton,  E. 
Maekensie,T. 
Morpeth,  \lscoaa( 
Morris,  D. 
Pakingtoo,J.& 
Parker,  M. 
Pigot,  rt.  biMu  D. 
F^Sbii^F. 
Priagle,A. 
ftwcU,  Loei  J. 
Sbca,  It.  ban.  IL  L. 
Ssewait^J. 
Stnckla^  Sir  G. 
TtwamaaiK  Lead 


Tbllb«rd,Sergeaai> 
laglis.  Sir  R.  H. 


List  ff  IJU  Noia. 


.Adim,  .\dmiral 
Aghoaby^  IK  A. 
BAfiMid*  K.  G. 
Bewe$,T. 
Blake,  W.  J. 
Bodkin,  J.  J. 
Broadley,  H. 
BrothertoQ,  J. 
Bruges,  W.  |K  L. 
Buller,  E. 
Chichester,  Sir  B. 
ClemenU,  Viscount 
Duncombe,  T. 
Dundas,  O. 
Kasthope,  J. 
Ewtrt,  W. 
Hector,  C.  J. 
Kemble,  II. 
Langdale,  bon.  T. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Macanlay,rt.  bn.T.  B. 
Marstinll,  W. 
Maule,  hon.  F. 
Melgundi  Viscount 


MiMmay,  P.  Si.  J. 
Morrison,  J. 
Munta,  G.  F. 
O'Brien,  C. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
Ossulston,  Lord 
Philips,  M. 
Pryme,  C. 
Rawdon,  Col.  J.  D. 
Richards,  It 
Salwey,  Colood 
Stanley,  hon.  E.  J. 
Stanifield,  W.  R.  C. 
Struli,  E. 
Villiew,  hon.  C.  P. 
Wakley,  T. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wallaee,  U. 
While,  S. 
Williams,  W. 
Wood,  B. 

TELLaS. 

Warbnnon,H. 


m 


{Fm.  5) 


Htfhhiu 


Medical  Rewokh.]  Mr.  Bawei  rote 
to  mofe  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
^mend  the  lawi  relating  to  the  Medical 
Profession.  He  felt  justified  in  asking 
the  House  to  entertain  such  a  measure  as 
thist  from  having  been  a  member  of  the 
medieal  committee,  which  sat  nearly  six 
years  ago,  and  from  having  given  more  or 
less  attention  to  the  subject  from  that 
time*  The  bill  sought  to  obtain  three 
principal  objects — a  representative  body 
for  the  general  government  of  the  profes- 
sion, uniformity  of  medical  education,  and 
a  system  of  registration.  There  were  many 
details  which  he  declined  to  enter  into, 
inasmuch  as  many  opportunities  would  be 
afforded  to  consider  them,  and  he  was 
aware  that  to  some  of  them  many  mem- 
bers entertained  objections.  He  would, 
however,  say,  that  any  amendments  not 
materially  affecting  these  principal  ob- 
jectSt  sanctioned  as  they  were  by  many 
very  eminent  medical  authorities,  he  should 
be  most  ready  to  carefully  and  candidly 
consider.  As  he  had  reason  to  hope  that 
he  should  be  permitted  to  introduce  the 
bill,  he  would  now  simply  move  for  leave, 
and  reserve  any  further  observations  for 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fox  MouIb  did  not  intend  to  oppose 
the  motion.  He  thought,  that  some  re- 
form with  respect  to  the  laws  relating  to 
the  medical  profession  in  this  country, 
was  certainly  desirable ;  and  he  believed, 
that  in  stating  that  opinion  he  expressed 
the  feeling  of  the  three  great  medical  bo- 
dies in  the  country — the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, the  College  of  Surgeons,  and  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries. 

Mr.  fFoA/eysaid,  that  if  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  had  last  addressed  the  House 
were  only  prepared  to  support  such  a  mea- 
sure of  medical  reform  as  would  have  the 
sanction  of  the  three  bodies  he  alluded  to, 
he  would  not  give  satisfaction  to  the  pro- 
fession or  the  public.  The  fact  was,  those 
bodies  had  given  to  the  public  the  great- 
est possible  amount  of  dissatisfaction,  and 
it  was  from  that  dissatisfaction  that  the 
desire  for  a  medical  reform  which  so  gene- 
rally prevailed  had  arisen. 

Mr.  Warburton  concurred  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  had 
just  sat  down.  He  thought,  that  a  reform 
in  the  three  great  bodies  themselves^  and 
their  statutes  would  be  desirable.  He 
would  not  now  go  into  details,  but  he 
hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would  be  more  suc- 
cessful in  pleasing  the  ptofessioB  with  bis 


bill  than  ha  (Mr.  Warburton)  had  beMi  ' 
with  the  one  which  he  had  introduced  ai 
the  close  of  last  Session.  He  felt 
bound  to  state,  that  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  oppose  any  bill  which  sought  by 
coercion  to  put  down  irregular  practitioa- 
ers  quite  as  strenuously  as  he  hstd  opposed 
the  Copyright  Bill.  He  would  never  con- 
sent to  any  provisions  authorizing  Corpora- 
tions to  drag  an  irregular  practit  ioner  be- 
fore a  single  magistrate  with  a  view,  of 
putting  him  down.  That  was  not  the 
method  by  which  irregular  practice  was  to 
be  prevented.  The  principle  had  been 
tried  over  and  over  again,  and  had  failed, 
and  he  should  oppose  any  bill  embodybg 
such  a  principle. 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  Under-Secretary  of  State,  had  been 
misunderstood.  He  had  not  said,  that 
the  Government  would  not  agree  to  any 
measure  of  reform,  that  did  not  meet  with 
the  sanction  of  the  three  medical  corpora- 
tions. What  he  had  stated  was,  that  the 
corporations  themselves  acknowledged  that 
some  medical  reform  was  necessary.  He 
would  not  now  give  any  opinion  on  the 
general  subject,  but  would  content  himself 
by  saying,  that  he  thought  it  desirable 
that  some  more  effectual  method  should 
be  taken  to  ascertain  the  qualifications  of 
medical  practitioners,  than  was  taken  at 
present. 

Mr.  Halford  challenged  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury  to  prove  any  charge  of 
corruption  against  the  medical  bodies: 
and  he  should  like  to  know  to  which  of 
them  the  hon.  Member  alluded  in  bring- 
ing forward  his  charge,  and  when  the  cor- 
ruption had  taken  place. 

Sir/2.  Inglis  said,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury  had  accused  the  medical  corpo- 
ration of  mismanagement  and  corruption. 
The  question  of  mismanagement  was  one 
that  might  be  fairly  discussed,  but  he 
should  as  soon  think  of  charging  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  with  corruption  as  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians.  He  had  sat  on  the 
Medical  Committee,  and  as  far  as  he  re- 
collected no  charge  of  corruption  had  been 
brought  forward,  certainly  none  had  been 
substantiated. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  the  fault  was  not  in  the 
men,  but  in  the  system.  Medical  reform 
was  a  great  national  object,  and  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  taken  up  by  the  Govern- 

ment. 

Mr.  Wdkky  explained,  that  he  had  fiot 

meant  to  attribute  corruption  to  any  mdi- 
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tidual.  He  did  not  mean  to  8ay>  that 
any  individual  had  been  dipping  his  hands 
into  the  public  purse.  What  he  did  mean 
by  charging  the  medical  corporation  with 
corruption  was  this — he  meant  to  say, 
and  he  now  did  distinctly  charge  them, 
that  in  exercising  the  authority  conferred 
upon  them  by  Acts  Of  Parliament,  and  by 
charters,  they  had  legislated  dishonestly 
— that  is,  that  they  had  legislated  for 
their  own  benefit,  and  not  for  the  good  of 
the  profession  and  the  public.  If  any 
doubt  existed  upon  the  mind  of  the 
hon.  Baronet,  he  would  hold  himself  re- 
sponsible when  the  bill  was  read  a  second 
time,  or  when  he  brought  in  his  bill,  which 
he  hoped  shortly  to  be  enabled  to  do — to 
make  good  his  charge. 

Leave  given.  Bill  brought  in  and  read 
a  first  time 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF   LORD  8, 
Monday,  February  8,  1841. 

MiMUTsa.1    BUI.     Rnd  a  second  time :— Copyhold  En- 

PctltkMii  pmented.     By  Uie  Earl  of  Redeidaleb  firom  WU 
faii«  Cor  the  Better  Obtcrvance  of  Uic  SabbaUi. 

Royal  Message  —  Lord  Keanc] 
The  Lord  Chancellor  announced  a  mes- 
sage from  her  Majesty  relative  lo  Lord 
Keane,  for  which  see  the  Commons'  report, 
post  page  387. 

Message  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
the  next  day. 

Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan.] 
The  Earl  of  Shqftesbury  presented  an 
additional  report  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  the  journals  of  the 
House  upon  former  trials  of  Peers  in 
criminal  cases,  and  to  consider  of  the  proper 
methods  of  proceeding  in  order  to  bring 
James  Tliomas,  Earl  of  Cardigan,  to  a 
speedy  trial,  as  follows  : — 

''That  it  having  been  intimated  that  her 
Mi|)esty  does  not  intend  lo  be  present  on  the 
occasion  of  the  trial  of  James  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Cardigan,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  no  directions  shall  be  given  for  making 
those  preparations  that  are  usual  on  the  oc- 
casion of  her  Majesty's  appearance  in  that 
lioosa. 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  thb  committee, 
that  during  his  trial,  James  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Cardigan,  shall  be  allowed  a  stool  inside  of 
the  bar,  where  he  may  sit  uncovered  and  with- 
out his  robes. 

*  That  it  is  the  opinion  Of  tWs  committee^ 


that  four  tickets  be  given  to  Annas  TbotnaB, 
i^arl  of  Cardigan,  two  for  tha  gallaijy  and  two 
for  the  space  below  the  bar« 

'*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committet 
that  a  room  be  allowed  for  the  attendanU  of 
James  Thomas,  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

"That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee 
that  the  judges  be  allowed  to  sit  covered  at 
the  trial  of  James  Thomas,  Eaii  of  Cardigan." 

Report  agreed  to. 

Mr.  M'Leod — UNtTED  States.]  The 
Carl  of  Mountcashett  said,  he  perceived 
that  some  correspondence  had  taKcn  place 
between  Mr.  Fox,  Uie  British  Minister  to 
the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
American  Secretary  of  State,  relatiTe  to 
the  arrest  and  imprisonment  ofMr.  M'Leod, 
by  the  state  of  New  York,  on  a  charge  of 
murder  and  arson ;  butnoofficial  informa- 
tion had  been  laid  before  the  House  on  the 
subject.  It  appeared  from  the  public 
prints  that  certain  members  of  Congress 
had  spoken  in  a  violent  manner — not  alone 
disrespectful  to  the  Government  of  this 
country,  but  in  a  manner  exceeditlgiy 
harsh  and  violent  towards  th\s  accoted  in- 
dividual. He  therefore  felt  it  to  be  his 
humble  duty  to  bring  the  matter  lyefbre  their 
Lordships,  for  the  purpote  of  eliciting  some 
information  or  statement  from  her  Majes- 
ty's Government.  At  the  same  time,  he 
much  feared  that  what  transpired  in  %hat 
House  would  not  arrive  in  America  in  anf- 
ficient  time  to  save  this  onfortonate  gen- 
tleman, who  appeared  to  be  mott  falaely 
and  unjustly  accused.  He  begged  leate 
to  state,  that  he  had  the  opportunity  oC 
knowing,  through  the  means  of  Captaiti 
Drew,  that  Mr.  M'Leod  was  not  preaent 
when  the  schooner  Caroline  was  bernt, 
and  that  he  was,  in  fact,  on  shore  at  the 
time,  doing  his  duty,  in  obedience  to  the 
commands  of  his  superiors.  It  wouM 
therefore  appear,  that  the  persons  who 
came  forward  with  the  charge  had  made 
a  false  and  unjust  accnaation.  He  had, 
in  the  hopes  of  saving  the  life  of  a 
British  subject,  brought  this  matleir  be* 
fore  the  Honse.  It  was,  in  a  public  point 
of  view,  a  matter  of  more  importance  than 
some  individuals  might  suppose.  It  was, 
in  fact,  very  neariy  connected  with  e«r 
honour  as  a  nation  ;  and  he  did  hope  amd 
trust  that  the  Government  woald  take  to* 
tive  and  energetic  steps  to  assert,  mi$im 
tafn  and  uphold,  the  character  of  IM 
great  country.  He  hoped  that  tliey  friMiM 
not,  by  tamely  submittlog  to  ioairit  aiiid 
arfODgf  suner  too  BttiMal  tfcil^ctil^  l# 
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sink  into  coDtempt.     Looking  to  the  hos- 
tile feelings  that  htd  been  manifested  in 
the  Doited  States,  it  was  evident  to  him 
that  if  they  did  not  take  a  dignified  posi- 
tion they  would  be  trampled  on ,  and  on 
every    occasion    insulted   wherever    they 
went.     In  short,  there  would  be  no  safety 
abroad  for  British   subjects.     He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  Government  would   exert 
themselves  for  the  preservation  of  the  va- 
luable life  of  this  worthy  individual,  who 
was  now  suffering  in  a  dungeon  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  they  would  fully 
vindicate  the  character  of  this  country. 
The  vessel  in  question,  the  Caroline,  was 
actively  employed  during  the  late  troubles 
in  Canada,  io  assisting  those  who  were 
armed  against  British  authority.    A  party 
of  marauders  from  the  United  States  had, 
at  that  time,  taken  possession  of  an  bland 
belonging  to  Great  Britain ;  and  this  ves- 
sel was  employed  in  carrying  thitlier  men, 
provtsious,  and  ammunition.     The  vessel 
was  onginally  engaged  in  smuggling  be- 
tween the  coast  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada.     She  was  next  employed  in  that 
most  illegal  act  which  he  had  described. 
Now,  he  would  ask,  had  she  letters  of 
marque,  or  any  other  authority,  for  acting 
io  this  manner  ?     She  had  not.     She  was 
as  a  piratical  vessel,  and  treated  as  such. 
If  an  English  vessel  were  taken  on  the 
high  seas,  without  letters  of  marque  or 
any   proper   authority   for  cruising   in   a 
hostiiie  way  by  a  French  man-of-war,  or 
a  Russian  man-of-war,  would  the  English 
Governnie»t  accuse  the  French  Govern- 
ment or  the  Russian  Government  with 
having  acted  improperly  if  a  force  belong- 
ing to  them  captured  such  a  vessel  and 
hanged  her  crew  at  the  yard-arm  ?     No  ; 
they  would  say,  that  such  a  capture  was 
perfectly  defensible.    But  it  would  appear 
that  the  Americans  had  one  law  for  them- 
selves and  another  for  other  nations,  or 
else  they  could  never  think  of  punishing 
a  man  for  destroying  a  piratieiEd  vessel. 
He  wished  the  Americans  would  act  on 
those  prtnctples  which  we  adopted.  When, 
in   1818,  the  Americans  purchased   the 
Floridasfrom  Spain,  and  found  themselves 
engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Seminole  In- 
dians, did  sot  General   Jackson,  when 
be  feimd  in  one  of  the  £oits  tfai^  were 
captured!,    two  English   subjects,    order 
them  to  be  executed  ?    He  did  ;  and  this 
Gowerament  dki  xiot    interfere,  because 
tho«  parties  were  acting  in  a  hostile  ca* 
pMly,  wath««t  nj  autlmity  uliatsoefer* 


The  noble  Lord  concluded  by  asking 
whether  any  information  had  been  rer 
ceived  from  Canada  of  the  capture  and 
detention  of  a  British  subject  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  upon  a  charge  of 
murder,  and  on  suspicion  of  being  one 
of  those  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
destruction  of  the  Caroline  steamer,  and^ 
if  so,  what  steps  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
intended  taking  in  consequence  ? 

Viscount  Melbourne  would  answer  the 
question  without  entering  into  the  facts 
and  arguments  with  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  prefaced  it.  Her  Majesty's  GoverAf- 
ment  had  certainly  leceived  information 
that  an  individual  of  the  name  of  M'Leod 
had  been  arrested  by  the  authorities  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  and  by  them  com- 
mitted to  prison  to  take  his  trial  upon  a 
charge  of  murder  and  arson,  which  it  was 
stated  he  had  committed  upon  the  ooca^ 
sion  of  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the 
Caroline  steamer.  Upon  hearing  this  Mr. 
Fox,  our  Minister  at  Washington,  d^ 
manded  his  liberation  from  the  General 
Government,  and  received  for  reply,  that 
the  matter  entirely  rested  with  the  a«» 
tborities  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
(hat  it  was  neither  in  the  power  nor  the 
inclination  of  the  Federal  Government  of 
Amerka  to  interfere.  That  was  the  way 
in  which  the  matter  stood  at  present. 
What  her  Majesty's  Ministers  noeant  to 
do  their  Lordships  would  not  expect  hioi 
then  to  state.  At  the  same  time,  the 
noble  Lord  might  be  perfectly  sure  of 
this,  that  they  would  take  those  measures 
which  in  their  estimation  would  be  best 
calculated  to  secure  the  safety  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  to  vindicate  the  hooonr 
of  the  BrKish  nation. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  GFCOMMONS, 
Monday,  February  8,  1841. 

MiNUTBB.]  Nxw  HxMBBBS.— Hod.  George  Peicy  Sydnejf 
Smythe,  for  Canterbury. 

IfKW  WsiT.— For  Richmond,  Flee  A.  Spiers,  Eaq.,  CtOi* 
tarn  Hundredi. 

Bills.  Read  a  first  time  >—Court  of  Exchequer  (Irebmd^  I 
Tithe  CompoiiUon  (Ireland). 

Petition  ptesented.  By  Mr.  Hcwkei,  Mr.  Heathooat*  Mr. 
Hodgei,  Mr.  HaUbrd,  Sir  Franeb  Burdett,  Mr.  T.  Dim* 
combe,  and  liord  Lowther,  ttom  Tunbridge,  Finstmiy, 
Lulwortii,  St.  Leonard's,  Shoreditdi,  Dudley.  TivertoDi 
and  other  Unkm,  against  the  Contimunee  ef  the  New 
Poor-law  BilL— By  Mc  Shetl.  tram  Carriok-on^Suir, 
against  the  Bill  for  Amendiqg  the  Registration  of  Yoterf 
(IfdMBd,  No.  1). 

RoTAXi  M£SiAGi«->  LomB   Kbam*] 


M7  Mr.  JMMd-  {COMMONS} 

ton)  John  Ruuell  delivei«d  t  meaiage 
from  the  Crown  to  the  folloning  effect— 
"  Victoria  R. 
"  Her  Majesty  taking  ioto  coDiideration  the 

East  and  bnlliant  services  performed  by  Joha 
ird    Ke&ne,   a   Lieut eoBnt-Geiietsl    in   her 
Majesty's  army,  late  commaoder  of  her 


DnUtdSMu. 


le  Preaideocy  of  Bombay,  during  his  com- 
■nand  of.  the  army  engaged  in  the  expedition 
to   the  westward    of  the   Indui;    and   being 
desirous  to  confer  some  slgual  mark    of  her  i  „.  ,         ^i     -_ 
iBToar,  for    these    snd    other    distinguished    -^'f-  "  «« j  oi 


time  fired  upon  the  iohibiUtiti  «(  Om 
CaDidian  frontier  at  not  mora  thn  600 
yudi  distance,  and  apon  boati  paaMS^  «p 
and  down  the  river.  Thii  band,  tfana 
poited,  was  supplied  on  more  than  oae 
occasion  by  a  schooner  Trum  the  AnMrican 
frontier,  which  the;  had  chartered  for  that 
cxpreia  purpoae,  with  am»,  animnnition, 
and  reinforcements.  On  the  ni^t  of  the 
'20lh  of  December,  that  schooner  having 
been  lo  employed,  during  the  day  of  the 
by  aulboril;  of  ber 


meriu.  upon  the  said  John  Lord  Keane  and  I  Maiesty,   and   commanded,  or.  at 
the  two  neil  lurriYing  heirs  male  of  the  body     under  the  orders  of  Mr.  H'Nab,  S 


Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  C^ 
iisda,  who  at  that  lime  commBDoed  the 
militia  of  the  province,  and  was  active  on 
behalf  of  her  Majesty,  attacked  the 
schooner,  lying,  undoubtedly,  moored  by 
the  American  shore,  and  having  boarded 
tier,  and  found  it  impossible  lo  carry  her 
fiway,  in  conaeqneoce  of  the  rapkiit^  of 
fbr'tbe  purpose  of  putting  to  him  the  I  ihe  current,  set  Gre  to  her,  and  sumred 
qneation  of  which  he  had  given  notice  the  Iter  to  fall  down  the  Falls  of  Niagara, 
other  evening.  That  question  waa  one  of  |  Representations  relative  to  that  proceed- 
to  important  a  nature,  especially  at  8  ing  were  immediately  made  by  the  an. 
-puried  so  critical  8s  the  present,  that  be      "  '    '  -*•       ^. ......... 


I  inrriring  heirs  male  of  the  body 
tf  the  said  John  Lord  Keane,  recommends  to 
tbe  House  of  Commons  lo  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may  be  neceisarj  for  Ihe  accomplish- 
htenl  of  thia  purpose.  "  V.  R." 

Mr.  M'Leod— United  States.]  Lord 
Stanley  seeing  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  his  place,  rose 


was  compelled  to  preface  it  by  such 
statement  of  facts  ai  he  believed  tbe  laws 
of  the  House  permitted  him  to  make.  He 
coold  assure  the  House,  that  beyond  that 
he  did  not  wish  lo  go  one  single  step,  and 
■  he  was  confident  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman in  the  Chair  would  have  the  kind* 
nesa  to  stop  him  if  he  abused  the  liberty 
which  the  House  accorded.  It  would  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  in 
the  latter  period  of  1837,  at  a  lime  when 
-  by  the  gallantry  of  the  troops,  both  of  the 
line  and  the  militia,  rebellion  had  been 
put  down  in  the  province  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, and  not  a  single  rebel  in  arms  was 
left  within  that  province,  a  band  of  men, 
consisting  partly  of  Canadians  and  partly 
of  American  subjects,  was  organized  anil 
armed  within  the  frontiers  of  the  Unite<] 
Blaies.  They  possessed  themselves  of 
urns  by  seizing  on  the  arsenals,  the  pro- 
petty  of  tbe  United  States,  and  in  open 
day  took  posseision  of  an  island  lying  ii> 
tbe  Niagara  river,  the  properly  of  her 
Majesty,  lo  which  they  transported,  also 
in  open  day,  arms,  the  property  of  Ibc 
United  States,  ammunition  and  stores, 
the  properly  of  the  United  States, 
and  brought  frequent  reinforcemenU  cT 
men,  in  order  to  make  their  positioi: 
strung.  From  that  positioD,  and  ^it't 
thote   mesDi,   they   for  a   ctnutdeiablt 


thoritiei  of  the  state  of  New  York  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
counter-statement  was  at  the  same  time 
made  by  the  British  aaihorilies  of  Canada, 
through  tbe  medium  of  Mr.  Foa,  our 
Minister  to  the  United  Sutea.  In  conse- 
quence  of  the  conflictiag  nature  of  tbe 
evidence  then  presented,  the  Preudent 
communicated  with  Mr.  Fox,  and  fur- 
nished bim  wiih  the  evidence  forwarded  to 
Government  by  tbe  United  Statea 
authorities,  in  order  that  it  might  be  laid 
before  ber  Majesty's  Oovernment,  with  a 
demand  for  reparation  for  that  which  they 
characterised  as  an  outrage  Dpon  the  aeu- 
trahty  of  the  American  territory.  Tbe 
counter-sUtemeot  of  tbe  Caaadian  au- 
thorities was  in  like  manner  made  the 
subject  of  a  strong  counter-representation 
from  her  Majesty  s  Hiniater  at  Washing- 
ton. The  whole  correspondence,  in  the 
course  of  the  months  of  Jaauary  and 
February,  1838,  was  transmitted  for  the 
consideration  of  her  Majesty's  GoverD- 
menl,  with  the  demand  for  reparation  to 
which  he  had  referred.  He  believed,  that 
afler  that  period  they  had  do  infomiatkn 
furnished  from  the  Foreign^>GQca  of  any 
transactions  on  this  anbiect  The  Colo- 
niaUoflice,  in  1838,  and  at  inbaeqMnt 
periods,  had  laid  before  the  Hooaevaiiona 
papers,  among  which  were  the  ptocMdings 
of  the  Uotiaa  of  AaMmUf,  and  flC  ber 
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Majetiy*8  Lieutetianl-Governor  of  Upper 
Caoada.     In  their  public  despatches  they 
strongly  supported  the  view  taken  by  the 
Canadian  authorities,  and  spoke  in  terms 
of  the  highest  approbation  of  those  who 
had  attacked  and  sunk  the  schooner.    He 
believed,  that  the  public  generally  consi- 
dered this  question  between  the  two  coun- 
tries as  fairly  settled,  but  on  the  12th  of 
November  last  he  was  given   to  under- 
stand a  gentleman  named  M'Leod,  who 
had  belonged  to  the  service  of  her  Ma- 
jesty, and  had  filled  in  Canada  the  situa- 
tion of  sheriff  of  a  county,  who  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  repelling  invasion  from 
the  province,  but  who,  as  far  as  he  (Lord 
Stanley)  was  able  to  learn,  had  taken  no 
part  whatever  in  the  affair  of  the  Caroline, 
was  seized  in  the  state  of  New  York  by 
the  authorities  on  a  charge  of  murder  and 
arson,    was  committed    to  gaol   for   an 
act  done  under  the  sanction  of  the  Cana- 
dian authorities,  to  repel  the  invasion  of 
the   Canadian   territory,    and  under  the 
immediate  command  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  the  military  force  of  the  province 
had   at  that  time  been   intrusted.     Mr. 
M^Leod  was  apprehended  and  was  about 
to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  State  of  New 
York.     He   hoped  he  was  stating  facts 
correctly ;  he  did  so  without  making  any 
comments,  and  if  he  were  not  correct,  he 
hoped   the  noble   Lord   would    set    him 
right.     In  the   month  of  January,  Con- 
gress, on  its  meeting,  applied  to  the  Pre- 
sident to  lay  before  them  any   commu- 
nications with  the  British  Government  in 
reference  to  this  subject.   In  doing  so,  the 
President,  among  others  papers,  laid  be- 
fore them  a  strong  remonstrance  which 
Mr.  Fox  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
make  as  a  British  minister,  and  the  repre- 
sentative of  his  sovereign  against  the  ap- 
prehension of  a  British  subject  for  an 
offence,  if  offence  it  were>  which  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  British  autho- 
rities, and  which,  at  that  moment,  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  two  Go- 
vernments, and  had  been,  for  three  years, 
the  subject  of  negotiation  between  them. 
The  President,  in  answer,  refused  alto- 
gether to  admit  the  demand  of  Mr.  Fox, 
for  the  liberation  of  Mr.  M'Leod,  partly 
on  the  ground  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, in  such  cases,   had  no  power  to 
•  interfere  with  the  authority  of  the  several 
independent  states,  and  also  on  the  ground 
.  that,  if  it  possessed  such  power,  and  had  the 
xi^t  lo  interferei  the  case  stated  by  Mr* 


Fox  was  not  one  in  which  it  wotlld  exer^ 
cise  it,  inasmuch  as  questions  of  inter* 
national  right  between  the  general  govern- 
ments of  the  two  countries  in  no  degree 
interfered  with  the  administration  of  justice 
by  the  several  states  of  the  union.     Mr. 
Fox  closed   the  correspondence  by  the 
strongest  expressions  of    regret    at  the 
views   which    the    President    had    taken 
upon  the  matter.     He  said  he  was  not 
authorized  to  express  the  views  of  his 
Government;  but,  on  his  own  part,  he 
made  the  strongest  protest  in  his  power 
against  the   views  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment, and  without  loss  of  time,  would 
lay  the  whole  before  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment for  its  opinion.    This  then  was 
the  position  in  which  the  matter  at  present 
stood  : — A  British  subject  was  arrested  in 
the  month  of  November ;  the  assizes  will 
take  place  during  the  present  month,  Fe- 
bruary ;  and  at  this  hour  (and  that  was 
his  vindication  for  interfering,  in  any  de- 
gree, in  a  matter  on  which  communica- 
tions have  taken  place  between  two  great 
nations,  which  are  now  in  a  very  critical 
state),  at  this  moment,  the  life  of  a  British 
subject  might  be  in  jeopardy,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  acted  in  defence  of 
his  native  country,  and  under  the  orders, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  military  powers 
of  this  country,  to  whom  he  was  compelled 
to   give  obedience   in  repelling  invasion 
and  rebellion.     The  questions  he  wished 
to  put  to  the  noble  Lord  were,  inasmuch 
as  this  negotiation  commenced  so  early  as 
January,  1838,  whether  the  noble  Lord 
had  any  objection  to  lay  on  the  Table  of 
the  House  the   correspondence  between 
her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the 
schooner  Caroline,  on  the  night  of  the 
20th  December,  1837  ?  Whether  the  noble 
Lord  had  received  the  despatches  of  Mr. 
Fox  referred  to  in  the  recent  accounts  from 
the  United  States,  dated  20th  September, 
which  Mr.  Fox  stated  he  had  transmitted 
to  the  Government  at  home,  (and  which 
he  presumed  the  noble  Lord  had  received, 
he  having  acknowledged  despatches  up  to 
the  8th  February)  relative  to  the  appre- 
hension of  Mr.  M'Leod  ?     Whether  her 
Majesty's  Government   had    taken   any, 
and  if  so,  what  steps,  for  the  protection 
of  Mr.  M'Leod,  and  whether  the  noble 
Lord  would   lay  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House    the    correspondence    upon    that 
subject  between  the  Government  at  home, 
the  British  representatiye  at  Washing- 


m 


Mr.  Btlmi-^ 


{COMMONS} 


Um£9dS4mi9s. 


3f§ 


tooy  attd  Ui6  repretentAiift  oC  the  United 
Suits  T 

Vwox^ni  PtUmerrtatu — I  must  cwkhu 
the  noble  Lord  has  adverted,  with  great 
diacfetioD,  to  a  subject  of  extreme  in* 
toiesty  and  which,  from  its  great  deli- 
oacyi  involving  consideratione  of  a  very 
grave  nature  between  the  two  countries,  i 
am  sure  the  House  will  feel  should  be 
touched  upon  with  great  reserve,  either 
by  the  noble  Lord,  or  by  myself,  in  my 
answer.  Now,  as  to  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Lord,  with  respect  to  the  occur- 
rences which  led  to  this  matter,  it  is 
■If idly,  as  far  as  aiy  memory  serves  me, 
correct*  I  will  first  answer  the  questions 
the  noble  Lord  has  put  to  me,  and  after- 
waids  say  one  word  in  explanation  of  the 
transaction*  I  think  it  is  not  expedient 
in  the  present  state  of  the  discussion  be- 
tween the  two  Governments  as  to  the 
■eicora  and  destruction  of  the  Caroline,  to 
lav  on  the  Table  that  correspondence. 
Whenever  it  is  brought  to  a  close,  of 
course  there  can  be  no  objection  to  do  ao. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  having  received 
withitt  the  last  few  days  despatches  from 
Mr.  Fox,  and  his  correspondence  with  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  which 
ooneapondence  has  been  furnished  to  the 

Cblic  in  the  American  papers,  there  can 
no  objection  to  lay  before  Parliament 
tkoee  papers  that  are  already  before  the 
public.  But  it  is  a  departure  from  what 
I  consider  an  important  rule  in  regard  to 
inlematfonal  affairs>  and  one  which  may 
operate  injuriously  to  national  interests  to 
lay  before  Parliament  documents  relating 
to  pending  discussions;  but,  as  I  have 
before  said,  some  of  those  having  been 
nfarendy  furnished,  as  respects  them  there 
can  be  no  objection,  I  think  it  important 
to  make,  with  reference  to  the  note  of 
Mr.  Forsyth,  one  observation.  The  noble 
Lord  aaid,  he  believed  Mr.  M'Leod  was 
one  oC  the  party  by  whom  the  Caro- 
vtts  nttackeid.  My  information  goes 
Ipucisaly  to  the  same  conclusion  ;  but  with 
Iwgntd  to  the  ground  Uken  by  Mr.  For- 
•yth»  IB  reoly  to  Mr.  Fox,  I  thmk  it  right 
to  olato»  that  the  American  Government 
wndoslblcdly  might  have  oonsidered  this 
tmosnotaon  either  as  i  transaction  to  be 
dealt  with  between  the  two  Governments, 
by  demands  for  redress  by  one,  to  be 
granted  or  refused  by  the  otber,  and  dealt 
with  aooordingiy;  or  it  might  have  beancon- 
MdmdjM the  British  aathortties couider 
pc^Meedings  between  Anerkan  ckiaens  on 


the  British  aide  of  the  border,  as  nMttcr 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  local  authorities. 
But  the  American  Government  choae  the 
former  course,  by  treating  this  matter  as 
one  to  be  decided  between  the  two  Go* 
vemments,  and  this  is  the  ground  on 
which  they  are  entitled  to  demand  re- 
dress from  the  British  Government  for  the 
acts  of  its  subjects,  and  from  that  ground 
they  cannot  now  be  permitted  to  recede. 
I  assure  the  House  that  on  a  matter  of 
such  extreme  difficulty,  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  me  to  enter  into  further  re- 
marks or  observations,  and  I  sliall  there* 
fore  content  myself  with  answering  the 
noble  Lord's  queslioos  by  this  statement 
of  matters  of  fact 

Lord  iSfonJey.— I  apprehend  that  the 
noble  Lord  has  not  correctly  understood 
my  questions — for  one  of  them,  and  that 
the  most  important,  he  has  not  answered. 
That  question  was,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  any,  and  if  so,  what 
steps,  for  the  protection  and  liberation  of 
Mr.  M'Leod  ? 

Viscount  Palmertian. — ^It  was  my  in- 
tention to  have  answered  that  question  of 
the  noble  Lord  before  I  aat  down,  bnt  it 
escaped  my  memory  at  the  moment.  I 
may  state  that  a  case  somewhat  similar  in 
principle  to  the  present  was  expected  lo 
take  place  a  year  and  a  half  or  two  years 
ago,  and  at  that  time  instructiona  were 
sent  out  to  Mr.  Fox,  on  which  were  Ibnn- 
ded  some  of  the  consmnnicatiens  klely 
made  by  him  to  the  American  anihoriciea. 
Of  course,  the  House  will,  I  trust,  Mppone 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  send 
—they  have,  indeed,  sent— certain  ioatrac- 
tions ;  but  tiU  vre  get  the  conelnaion  of 
the  correspondence  it  is  impossible  to  eend 
final  instructions.  I  tmst  tbe  House  will 
believe  the  Government  will  send  anch 
further  instmctioos  as  they  may  think 
consistent  with  their  duty,  but  1  am  not 
prepared  now  to  state  formaily  wliat  Uraae 
instructions  may  be. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  ask  a  qnestmn  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  m  Fureign 
Affairs,  but  as  the  noble  Lord  Imd  mnie 
a  speech  on  the  enbject,  be  mnat  first  beg 
of  the  House  to  suspend  their  jodgusnnt 
until  they  had  tiefora  them  the  wtek  of 
the  papers  on  the  subject.  The 
he  wished  to  ask  was  this:«^It 
by  the  papers  which  he  had  in  hm 
sion,  that  m  Janonry,  1838,  n 
made  in  the  House  of 
calling  npon  the  GoencHMnii  l»  fbM  on 
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ihie  table  of  the  Houise  all  the  papers  res- 
petcting  the  Caroline,  and  in  conseqaence 
of  that  motion  certain  papers  which  had 
been  retreited  fh>nl  Mr.  Stevenson,  had 
been  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  on 
the  15lh  of  May,  together  with  a  letter 
frotn  that  gentleman.  Tn  that  letter  the 
allegations  as  to  the  attack  by  the  Caroline 
were  denied,  and  he  (Mr.  Hume)  had 
seen  a  letter  from  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  which 
he  stated  that  no  answer  had  been  given 
to  his  application  in  1838,  and  he  begged 
to  be  informed  whether  he  should  urge 
the  matter  on  the  attention  of  the  British 
Government,  for  the  American  Govern- 
ment did  not  yet  know  whether  the  enter- 
prise against  the  Caroline  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  sanctioned  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment. What  he  wanted  to  know 
from  the  noble  Lord  was,  what  were  the 
instructions  of  Mr.  Stevenson  upon  which 
he  had  actvd  ?  He  must  again  express  a 
hope  that  the  House  wouhi  suspend  its 
judgment  on  the  question  until  all  the 
documents  were  before  it. 

Viscount  Palmerstan  said, — I  rather 
think  that  my  hon.  Friend  will  find  in  that 
correspondence  that  instructions  from  the 
American  Government  were  given  to  Mr. 
Stevenson  to  abstain  from  pressing  the 
subject.  With  regard  to  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Forsyth,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  prin- 
ciple stands  thus:-^In  the  case  of  the 
American  citizens  engaged  in  invading 
Canada,  the  American  government  dis- 
avowed the  acts  of  those  citizens,  and 
stat^  that  the  British  authorities  might 
dea4  with  them  as  they  pleased,  and  that 
they  were  persons  who  were  not  in  any 
degree  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
United  Stales.  But  in  the  other  case  they 
treated  the  afFair  of  the  Caroline  as  one  to 
be  considered  between  the  Governments, 
and  not  to  be  left  upon  the  responsibility  of 
individuals.  Until,  therefore,  the  British 
Government  disowned  those  persons,  as 
the  American  government  disavowed  their 
citizens  in  the  other  case,  the  American 
government  would  have  no  right  to  change 
its  gronntl  upon  the  question. 

Sir  R»  Peel  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  one 
question  as  to  a  matter  of  fact ;  it  was, 
whether  there  were  not  officers  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty*8  army  and  navy  engaged  in  the  affair 
of  the  Caroline,  and  wounded  in  that  ser- 
vice; and  further,  whether  tbey  had  re- 
ceived the  same  pensions  as  they  would  have 
received  if  {hey  had  suffered  such  wounds  i 


in  the  service  to  whieh  they  regularly  be- 
longed ? 

Lord  /.  Russell  said,  he  had  UDderslood 
that  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  army  and 
navy  were  employed  on  that  occasiwi» 
under  the  orders  of  the  colonial  autho* 
rities,and  that  some  of  them  were  wound«d 
in  that  service ;  but  he  had  not  beard  tlttl 
they  had  received  any  pensions. 

Persia.]  Sir  R.  Peel  wished  to  put 
to  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Fo- 
reign Affairs  the  question  of  which  he  ha^ 
given  notice  on  a  former  evening.  Befbre 
he  did  so,  he  wished  to  call  his  attentfon 
to  passages  in  the  speeches  from  the 
throne  at  the  opening  of  the  sessions  in 
the  years  1839  and  1840.  In  the  speech 
of  1839  there  was  this  passage  n-^ 

'*  Differences  which  have  arisen  have  occa- 
sioned the  retirement  of  my  Minister  flrom  the 
Court  of  Teheran.  I  indulge,  however,  ifte 
hope  of  learning  that  a  satisfactory  adjust 
ment  of  those  differences  will  allow  of  the  fe* 
establishment  of  my  relations  with  Peraia 
upon  their  former  footing  of  friendship." 

The  subject  was  again  alluded  to  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne  in  1840,  in  these 
terms :  — 

''  I  have  not  yet  been  enabled  to  re-establish 
my  diplomatic  relations  with  the  Court  of  Te- 
heran, but  communications  which  I  have  late- 
ly received  from  the  Persian  government  in- 
spire me  with  the  con6dent  expectation  that 
the  differences  which  occasioned  a  suspensioa 
of  those  relations  will  soon  be  satisfactorUy 
adjusted." 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  was  proceeding, 
when 

Mr.  O^Connell  rose.  He  begged  the 
right  hon.  Baronet's  pardon  for  intermpt- 
ing  him,  and  hoped  he  would  be  excused 
by  the  consideration  that  the  Subject  jtisft 
now  before  the  House  ought  imt  to  b6 
left  as  it  was.  The  life  of  Mr.  M'Leod 
was  at  stake,  and  he  was  soiry  that  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Hume)  had  interfered,  lot  he 
thought  that  there  ought  to  be  expressed 
in  that  House  an  opinion  that  Mr.  M'Leod 
should  be  saved,  as  he  acted  under  the 
command  of  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty*^ 
Government — in  fact,  under  the  command 
of  Her  Majesty.  Whether  Mr.  M'Leod 
was  right  or  wrong,  the  House  ought  to 
declare  that  it  was  prepared  to  assist  the 
Government  in  preserving  him. 

Mr.  W.  S.  O'Brien  next  rose  to  address 
the  House,  but  there  was  a  general  cry  of 
«  Order,*'  '*  Chair.'' 
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.  Sir  A.  Ptd  reiumed.  H«  referred  to 
lli«  extract!  which  he  hud  read  for  the 
parpoae  of  ulcing  the  iiuble  Lord  the 
Mcretary  for  Forei)^  AfFuirs,  whether  he 
could  lay  before  the  Housl-  aay  commuDi- 
cation  to  show  that  the  "  difierencea" 
Ihflre  alladed  to  had  been,  or  were  likely 
to  be,  "  Htiifactonl;  adjusted,"  and  whe- 
ther we  were  likely  to  be  soon  enabled  to 
renew  our  friendly  relations  with  Persia. 
Vlicount  Palmeriton  was  iorry 


nerally  apealdng  tb«  common  Miue  and 
^ood  feeling  of  the  communily  developed 
t'CTtaiti  remedial  qualities,  when  luch  laws 
were  in  practice,  which  produced  a  middle 
uSect  to  wliat  h^  been  intended  and  an 
much  more  beneficial.  It  was  denraUe  to 
iiacertain  what  influence  in  the  case  of  the 
new  Poor-law  bad  prevented  the  devel0|M- 
inentoftheseremedialqualitLe*.  On  aevenl 
iiccasiona  taunts  HimI been  thrown  out  HKainit 
lion.  Memben  in  that  Houk,  who  had  been 


thoae  differences  had  not  yet  been  finally  !  '""^  o"  ^^  boatings  against  the  Poor-law, 

tnd   satisfactorily   adjusied.     The    right  |  '|,"'^;^^',1^„'^^^'J'S^° '^*j^^^J^^^™ 

hon.  Baronet  and  the  Houte  were  aware    '"  '  "'      """"         "  '  ""       '""'"  ' 

that  they  had  made  certain  demands  on 

the  Persian  government  for  the  redress  of 

certain  wrongs  for  which  they  considered 

ihemselvea  entitled  to  reparation.     Many 

complaints  consisted  of  acts  of  ill-treat- 

ment  of  persons  attached  to  British  rais- 

aioni,  or  of  British  officers  in  Persia ;  and 

another  ground  of  complaint  was,   that 

Persia  still  maintained  possession  of  a  city 

which  belonged  to  the  Indian   territory. 

On  the  several  points  of  individual  griev- 

■Dcei  they  had  received  ezplanations  and 

awurances  which,  if  they  did  not  amount 

altt^ther  to  a  literal  fulfilment  of  the 

demands,  yet  appeared  to  them  such  as 

the  Government  might,  without  derogating 

from  the  honour  of  the  country,  say  they 

had   received   sufficient    satisfaction.     It 

was  on  the  territorial  claims  alone  that 

there  lay  any  differences  between  ibe  two 

Government*.     But  while  those  matters 

ramained  unsettled,  the  mission  from  this 

country  to  Persia,   which  had  retired  to 

■nd  were  still  at  Erzeroum,   could  not, 

according  to  their  instructions,  proceed  to 

Teheran. 

Sir  S.  Pee/.— Those  difference*  have 
bsen  pending  now  three  years.     Would 


that  House.  He  should  discuss  the  sub- 
ject in  a  firm  yet  temperate  tune.  He  was 
well  aware,  that  under  the  new  system,  as 
indeed  under  all  systems  whatever,  Bone 


what  be  conceived  were  the  leading  princi- 
ples of  the  new  law— principlea  upon  whidi 
the  details  must  all  more  or  less  neceaaarily 
depend.  He  wished  to  see  whether  the 
noble  Lord  had  profited,  as  aooiety  hftd,  bj 
the  experience  of  the  hut  six  or  KveB  jeari, 
and  whether  it  wa«  the  intentioa  of  thoae 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  suppoKted  tbe 
new  law,  to  join  with  the  noUe  Loid  «itd 
lend  their  aid  to  carry  the  preaeot  amend- 
ment of  it.  Unquestionably  oDe  of  the  meat 
important  features  of  the  law  wa*  the  umiMi 
of  parishes.  It  was  a  propoiatiaa  that 
was  met  with  considerable  ><i»^i««ii>n  wbesi 
first  brousht  hefom  tlie  House  ead  the 
country.  For  his  own  part,  bowevart  he 
did  not  think  it  hod  met  with  the  attaation 
that  the  importanoeof  the  subject doMivad. 
The  union  of  parishes  was,  in  fact,  %  total 
revolution  of  the  ancient  parochial  jurisdic- 
tion of  England.  That  jurisdiction  was 
the  most  ancient  in  the  country,  much 
more  ancient  than  the  political  jurisdictson, 
which  bore  a  mudi  nearer  affinitr  to 


the  noble  Lord  have  any  objection  to  lay  '  the  lower  dasaei  of  society  than  any  poUti- 


bef<w«   the  House   the    communications 
srbich  have  passed  on  the  subject? 

Viaconnt  Palmertton  had  no  objection 
to  the  production  of  the  documents  re- 
imedto. 

PoOK'Liw  CoMMisetON.^  Lord  John 
fiuMoll  moved  the  second  reading  of  the 
PooF^aw  Amendment  Bill. 

Mr.  D'liraeli  felt  consdous  that,  of 
many  of  those  great  measures  which  had 
excited  the  moat  elaborate  discussion,  and 
the  moat  Mrenaous  oj^Ninlion  in  that 
BoDse,  the  result  had  seldom  answered 
•atW  the  hopes  of  their  promoters,  or 
"•iMed  the  fears  of  thdr  opponents.    Ce- 


cal forms  which  they  could  possibly  inveot. 
He  thought  that  the  alteration  in  this  le. 
spect  was,  in  point  at  Cact,  as  great  %  sodal 
revolution  as  had  ever  ocouned.  Then 
were  many  reasons  given  at  the  time  for  a 
measure  which  was  gencfally  eooaidemd  av 
one  of  a  very  strong  character.  Necessity 
was  the  plea  by  which  it  was  supported  ; 
they  were  told  that  they  eould  itever  ob- 
tain an  efficient  and  economical  majsagie- 
ment  of  the  poor  withont  the  union  of 
parishes.  It  was  then  said,  and  it  Mi^t 
be  said  now,  that  the  aUisea  of  tlw  old 
system,  which  were  never  denied,  grew 
out  of  dmnnstances  whidi  did  not  depend 
upon  the  tiae  of  the  paiiihtt    It  ww  esl 
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that  occasion  particularly  pointed  out  to  the 
House,  tbat  the  reform  of  the  old  system 
had  commenced  in  £ngland  already,  and 
had  proceeded  to  a  considerable  extent  for 
many  years  before  the  Government  thought 
oi  interfering.     Many  parishes  were  quoted 
in   the  original  reports;  and  in  the  first 
papers  tbat  were  placed  before  Parliament, 
several  instances  were  adduced  of  parishes, 
which  bad  commenced  and  perfected  the 
self-reformation  with   the  most  complete 
success.     It  was  alleged  by  the  Govern- 
ment, that  if  they  left  this  reformation  to 
the  parishes  themselves,  it  would  most  pro- 
bably fail ;  or  that  if  it  succeeded,  its  pro- 
gress must  be  slow.     It  was  replied,  that  it 
was  better  and  more  in  unison  with  the  con- 
stitution that  self-reformation  should  accom- 
pany self-government.  There  were  some  who 
thought  uie  Government  should  not  inter- 
fere $  and  so  far  as  domestic  policy  was  con- 
cerned, there  was  nothing  of  great  benefit,  or 
that  was  vast  and  comprehensive  in  cha- 
racter, in  the  social  system^  for  which  the 
country  was  indebted  to  the  Government. 
Government  did  not  institute  the  system  of 
national  education — did  not  institute  the  uni- 
versities— it  did  not  create  our  colonial  em- 
pire—it did  not  conquer  India — it  did  not 
make  our  roads  or  build  our  bridges.     It 
did  not,  even  now  that  it  was  interfering 
with  everything,  make  our  rail-roads.     In 
the  case  of  the  Poor-law  the  Government, 
however,  did  interfere,   and   they   termi- 
nated the  old  parochial  constitution  of  the 
eonntry.     It  was  certainly  impossible,  al- 
though it  might  not  possess  the  individual 
interest  of  what  was  called  a  political  revo- 
lution,   to    conceive   a  revolution   which 
exercised  a  greater    influence    upon    the 
people  at  large.    What  had  been  the  con- 
sequence ?  If  they  had  not,  in  passing  the 
Poor-law,     outraged   the   constitution    or 
violated  the  law,  they  had  done  that  which 
he  conceived  was  of  greater  importance; 
they   had   outraged  the  manners    of   the 
people,  and  he  doubted  whether  any  pecu- 
niary   or    financial     consideration     could 
weigh  against  that.     But  had  they  gained 
that  pecuniary  advantage  ?    They  had  de- 
stroyed the  parochial  constitution  of  Eng- 
land for  a  mere  sordid  consideration,  and 
they  were  placed  in  the  miserable   condi- 
tion of  not  having  attained   their  object. 
It  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  the  sum 
levied  upon  the  people  of  England,  by  way 
of  poor-rate,  had,  in  the  year  just  termi- 
nated, increased  by  one  million  two  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds.     Let  them  add  that 
sum  to  what  had  been  expended  last  year  3 


let  them  oonaidcr  the  increase  of  the  county 
rates,  in  the  first  place,  and  the  umvenal 
promise  there  was  in  every  parish  of  an  in* 
creased  poor-rate  for  the  forthcoming  jmt, 
and  he  would  usk  whether  any  man  would 
be  bold  enough  to  say  that  two  years  hence 
the  expenditure  for  the  poor  would  be  hm 
than  it  was  two  years  before  the  present  law 
came  into  efiect  ?  He  had  t^en  that  term 
because  the  commissioners,  in  the  avenge 
they  formed,  had  omitted  the  year  im- 
mediately preceding  the  commencement  of 
the  law.  The  practical  consequence  would 
be,  that  they  would  have  to  pay  as  muck 
as  under  a  system  of  abuse,  while  they  had 
lost  those  advantages  which  in  some  cases 
compensated  fcr  abuse.  The  next  great 
feature  of  the  present  law  was  what  the 
union  of  parishes  necessarily  led  to—- the 
formation  of  union  workhouses.  That  por- 
tentous creation  of  rtform  legislation, 
which  certainly  had  not  been  equalled  in 
any  country,  was  of  course  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  union  of  districts.  He 
knew  well  that  it  was  easy  to  declaim 
about  the  statuie  of  Elizabeth;  but  he  was 
not  disposed  at  that  moment  to  avail  him- 
self of  any  ad  captandum  argument.  He 
wished  to  discuss  the  subject  in  a  tone  of 
calm  deliberation,  and  to  mark  his  dissent 
from  the  opinions  of  the  noble  Lord  dis- 
passionately, and  he  hoped  distinctly.  On 
the  present  occasion,  therefore,  he  should 
not  lay  much  stress  on  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth — a  statute  which,  as  it  involved 
principles  which  all  must  venerate,  could 
only  be  spoken  of  with  respect,  but  which 
did  not  very  clearly  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  the  principles  involved  in  it  were  to 
be  carried  into  effect,  nor  were  its  provi- 
sions, perhaps,  quite  consistent  with  the 
modem  habits  of  the  people,  or  with  those 
principles  of  trade  with  which  we  were 
perhaps  better  acquainted  than  our  prede- 
cessors. But  to  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  in  a  highly  civilized  country  the  poor 
population  could  be  controlled  and  managed 
by  shutting  them  up  in  prisons^  was  to 
suppose  that  which  was  contrary  to  eveiy 
principle  of  humane  society.  No  other 
term  than  that  of  imprisonment  could  be 
given  to  the  confinement  which  the  poor . 
underwent  in  the  union  workhouses.  It 
was  impossible  to  immure  a  class  of  people 
in  a  single  building,  without  adopting  a 
system  of  discipline  which,  as  far  as  thofe 
people  were  concerned,  was  attended  with 
every  circumstance  of  disgrace.  What, 
then,  had  the  Legislature  obtained  by 
taking  the  poor  population  pf   En^Iaiid* 
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g^iid  i(nmuring  them  In  buildings  which 
had  all  the  character  of  prisons^  and^  suh. 
nlttiiig  them  to  a  course  of  treatment 
^rhich,  after  all^  could  only  be  extended  to 
oiiminalfl*  What  practical  effect  had  the  Le- 

fulature  obtained  by  this  harsh  proceeding? 
lad  they  reduced  the  vast  expenditure  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  of  which  they 
had  previously  so  much  complained  ?  On 
the  contrary,  they  were  fast  approaching 
to  the  maximum  of  their  old  expenditure; 
the  project,  as  far  as  economy  and  thrijfl  were, 
concerned  had  proved  a  failure  3  the  rates  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  poor  had  not  di- 
minished, and  the  poor  themselves  were 
rendered  unhappy  and  discontented.  Then 
the  next  great  feature  of  the  new  law,  as 
eompared  with  the  old,  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  superior  central  and  supervisins 
authority,  it  had  always  been  maintained 
that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  that  the 
new  law  could  be  carried  into  effect  unless 
there  were  established  such  a  central  con- 
trol as  should  be  independent  of  all  local 
d  rcumstances  and  interests ;  without  which 
it  was  said  there  could  be  no  security  for  a 
strict  and  perfect  fulfilment  of  the  law. 
He  (Mr.  D'Israeli)  confessed  that  he 
thought  that  argument  unanswerable.  He 
thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  upon  the 
introduction  of  so  great  a  change  as  that 
contemplated  by  the  new  Poor-law  Act, 
that  there  should  be  somewhere  or  other  a 
great  controlling  influence;  but  he  did 
not  think  it  by  any  means  followed  as  a 
necessary  consequence  that  that  controlling 
iniiiience  should  be  seated  in  the  metropo- 
lis. There  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  the 
slightest  reason  why  the  controlling  power 
should  not  be  local  as  well  as  central— there 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  the  slightest 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  seated  in  the 
chief  city  of  a  district  or  in  the  county  town 
— -there  did  not  appear  to  him  the  slightest 
reason  why  the  noble  Lord,  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  this  controlling  power,  should 
have  departed  so  widely  from  those  prin- 
ciples of  self-government,  to  which  on 
•attain  occasions,  he  professed  some  par- 
tlaUty.  In  short,  every  argument  appeared 
to  him  to  be  in  favour  of  the  controlling 
power  being  local.  There  was  not  one 
vrgament  against  it.  It  was  to  the  dis- 
tance of  this  supreme  authori^  to  which 
he  ascribed  the  absenco  of  that  softening  and 
remedial  practice  of  the  law,  the  absence  of 
which  was  very  generally  regrettal.  These 
were  the  great  features  of  the  present  law, 
to  which  he  and  many  others  objected, 
thinking  that  they  involved  anangnaents 


which  had  produced  great  geaeral  unha)p|rf- 
neas,  and  that  they  hi^  not  produeed  the  be» 
neficial  efieots  antieipated  from  then ;  the 
only  practical  benefit  in  fact  expeotad  hslag 
the  reduction  of  expenditure,  which,  as  he 
had  already  stated,  the  measure  had  totally 
failed  to  effect.  He,  and  those  who 
thought  with  him,  were  further  of  opinioQ, 
that  the  controlling  influence  which  had  been 
decided  as  necessary  to  the  working  of  the 
measure,  might  also  be  made  local  as  mtAl 
as  the  board  of  guardians— >  that  it  was 
more  natural  that  the  population  of  a 
county  should  be  under  this  control  of  the 
chief  persons  of  the  county,  rather  than 
under  the  control  of  a  body  c£  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  Government,  and  hQldin|r 
their  board  in  adistantmetropolis.  In  the  Uu 
now  brought  forward  by  the  noble  Lord,  h^ 
naturally  looked  to  see  whether  these  thvee 
principal  regulations,  of  which  he  so 
strongly  disapproved,  were  removed  or  ase* 
diiied.  What  did  he  find  ?  Ha  found, 
that  with  regard  to  the  union  of  parishes, 
instead  of  any  modifioation  of  that  unaeeoily 
feature  of  the  existing  law,  it  was  proposed 
that  there  should  be  not  only  uniona  of 
parishes,  hut  unions  of  unions— that  the 
few  remaining  fragments  of  oor  parodiial 
constitution  were  now  to  be  oom^elely 
destroyed,  and  that  the  remnant  of  those 
ancient  local  institutions  whioh  still  eiai^ 
cised  somo  influence  over  soeiety,  weva  to 
be  rudely  and  violently  swept  away.  He 
found,  too,  that  instead  ef  the  onion  rakp 
houses,  to  which,  as  he  had  alaeady  atatail, 
so  many  objections  existed,  a  series  of 
clauses  were  introduced  into  the  hill  now 
brought  forward,  under  whidi  the  pauper 
population,  instead  of  being  oonfined  in  a 
house  within  a  comparatively  narrow  dia» 
trict,  might  absolutely  be  transf^md  Imn 
one  distant  county  to  another.  Yes, 
for  ought  he  knew,  the  paupers  of 
Buckinghamshire  and  Kent  misht  be 
seixed  and  marched  away  to  Uie  f»> 
motest  parts  of  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire. 
By  the  bill  now  proposed  a  power  was 
given  to  farm  out  the  pauper  population. 
Not  content  with  immuring  them  within 
the  walls  of  a  union  workhouse,  there  was 
now  to  be  a  power  of  transporting  then 
from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another. 
In  short,  all  the  bad  features  of  the  exial> 
ing  law,  as  regarded  the  union  of  work- 
houses, were  in  the  bill  now  introdnoad, 
retained  and  aggravated.  Then  with  m- 
gard  to  the  great  principle,  whiah  bo  had 
always  opposed,  namely,  tha  oantnl  and 
oontrolling  power,  no  man  oonld  dengr  that 
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under  the  bill  now  before  tbe  House,  the  i 
conunisaionerg  at  Somerset-bouBe  miebt. 
and  poniUr  would,  obtain  a  power  which  . 
neTcr  had  been  exercwd  by  any  ParlJa-  ' 
ment  of  England  in  any  period  of  our 
history.  If  this  really  were  tbe  state  of 
the  case— if  the  noble  Lord  bad  not  in 
either  of  these  three  great  diviKiuns  of  the 
■ulgect  condescended  to  modify  the  regula- 
tjoni  which  were  coniideied  so  objection- 
able—if, instead  of  modifying  them,  the 
Doble  Lord  proposed  to  extend  and  a^ra- 
vate  them — the  noble  Lord  certainly  must 
not  be  astonislied  if  he  should  meet  wiih 
some  considerable  opposition,  lliere  was 
yet  another  olyection  which  had  been 
urged  against  tbe  measure,  and  in  which 
be  (Mr.  D'liraeli)  confessed  he  partici- 
pated. The  tendency  of  modern  legisla- 
tion had  undoubtedly  been  to  centralise 
authority.  He  should  be  very  sorry  on 
that  Ofxasion  to  indulge  in  any  vague 
declamation  against  centralisation.  He 
sdmittol  that  it  was  in  tome  d^ree  the 
neceasary  oonsequence  of  advanced  and 
pingresuve  civilisation.  I]e  thought,  also, 
that  in  some  instances  it  tended  to  the 
convenience  of  society.  But  at  the  same 
time  he  was  strongly  of  opiniou  that  the 
Legislature,  when  it  established  a  centm- 
Uaation  of  authority,  should  be  always  cau- 
tious to  confine  it  to  subjects  of  a  merely 
material  character.  As  regarded  such  sub- 
jects as  the  education  of  the  people  in  a 
country  liJ<e  England,  where  sectarian 
views  existed  to  so  wide  an  extent,  or  the 
support  of  a  pauper  population  in  a  country 
where  tbe  labouring  classes  depended  so 
intimately,  and  by  so  many  tics,  upon  those 
who  were  superior  to  them — as  regarded 
such  subjects,  he  thought  the  Legislature 
ought  to  be  most  jealous  of  any  ccntralisa. 
tion  of  authority.  He  knew  well  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  acted  on  a  different  system. 
He  hnew  that  the  noble  Lord  hod  defend- 
ed with  considerable  ability  the  centralis- 
ing spirit  of  the  present  age  ;  hut  he  be- 
lieved that  the  liberties  of  thin  country 
were  mainly  dependent  upon  the  wide 
distribution  of  privilege  and  duty  ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  immediate  tendency  of 
tbe  new  principle  of  legislation  recently 
adopted  in  this  country  had  been  to  destroy 
general  privilege,  and  to  decrease  general 
duty.  Undoubtedly  it  might  be  much 
more  convenient — undoubtedly  it  might 
even  turn  out  to  be  more  cheap,  that  wc 
should  have  a  government  in  the  metropo- 
lis which  should  discharge  the  duties  of 
loeiMy.     But   be  begged  the  Hooie   to 


consider  whether  the  consequence  might 
not  be,  that  In  making  the  government 
strong,  society  might  be  made  weak] 
whereas,  the  great  Doast  in  thb  country 
had  been  that  society  was  strong  and  go- 
vernment weak.  It  was  for  these  reaaona 
that  he  opposed  the  pauper  legislation  of 
(he  present  Government.  He  thought 
[hat  it  was  founded  on  principles  perfectly 
hostile  and  adverse  to  the  character,  the 
tnanners,  and  the  spirit  of  the  people  of 
(his  nation.  He  thought  that  it  was  ori- 
ginally prompted  by  a  mere  financial  con- 
lideration,  which,  in  practice,  had  utterly 
failed.  He  thought  that  it  bad  produced 
an  immense  mass  of  disafiectlon.  He  be- 
lieved it  to  be  the  source  of  more  discon- 
tent even  than  the  turbulent  spirit  of  patty 
politics — he  believed  it  to  be  the  prime  and 
secret  cause  of  many  of  the  outbreaks  that 
bad  tahen  place  in  the  country  sinee  It  had 
been  in  operstion,  He  was  sure,  if  the 
House  persisted  in  this  system,  they  would 
obtsin  neither  of  the  ends  for  which  they 
worked:  they  would  neither  keep  the  peo- 
ple quiet,  nor  make  their  maintenanee 
cheap.  Entertaining  these  views  upon 
the  subjecti  he  felt  bound  to  move,  u  an 
amendment,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second 
time  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Waileji,  in  seconding  the  amend- 
ment, begged  leave  again  to  expreu  his 
surprise  tliat  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies,  should  have  proposed  to 
the  House  a  bill  of  such  vast  importance 
without  explainiog  fully  and  completely 
the  grounds  npon  which  the  proposition 
was  msde.  The  bill  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  presented  to  the  House  con- 
sisted of  tvro  portions;  the  first  portion 
was  framed  for  the  purpose  of  continuing 
the  Poor-law  commissioners  for  ten  yean; 
and  the  second  portion  was  framed  for 
tbe  purpose  of  giving  to  that  commiuion 
whatever  powers  it  mieht  think  proper  to 
exercise.  He  believed  that  the  Hooie 
was  itself  ignorant  of  the  principles  which 
the  bill  originally  designed  to  carry  into 
eifect.  He  referred,  of  course,  to  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Act,  not  to  the  bill 
now  before  the  House,  although  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  second  were  in  fact  identical 
with  the  first.  He  was  emboldened  to 
express  this  opinion  from  a  remark  which 
fell  from  bis  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Kilkenny,  (Mr.  Hume).  When  the  Poor- 
law  Amendment  Bill  was  first  introducwl 
into  that  House  by  Lord  Allhorp,  th* 
motjon,  he  believed,  was  secooded  by  Mb 
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hoD.  Friend  the  Member  for  KUkeDoy. 
The  other  night,  in  the  discatsion  which 
took  place  on  the  motion  of  the  noble 
Lord  for  continuing  the  commission^  his 
hon.  Friend,  in  the  remarks  which  he  then  | 
addressed  to  the  House,  said  ''  he  believed 
that  the  very  object  and  principle  of  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Act  was  to  make  a 
distinction  between   vice  and   profligacy 
with  reference  to  the  destitute  poor,  and 
those  who  were  reduced  to  a  state  of  des- 
titution  by  misfortune."    That,   he   be- 
lieved, was  a  true  statement  of  the  ob- 
servation made  by  his  hon.  Friend.     If 
that  were    the    object    of    the  bill  —  if 
that  were  the  principle — the  enlightened, 
generous  wholesome  principle  of  the  bill, 
calculated  at  once  to  do  justice  to  the 
poor  and  to  relieve  the  burdens  of  the 
rate-payer—  if  that  were  the  real  and  true 
principle  of  the  bill,  who,  in  the  whole 
empire,  would  be  found  to  condemn  it. 
But  what  was  the  answer  given  to  his  hon. 
Friend?  What  was  his  hon.  Friend  told 
by  the  noble  Lord  who  brought  forward 
the  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  the  pre- 
sent bill  ?   His  hon.  Friend  was  speedily 
undeceived,  was  speedily  informed  that  he 
had  completely  mistaken  the  object  of  the 
bill.     The  noble  Lord,  with  that  manliness 
of    character    which    distinguished    him 
(however  mistaken   his  views  might  be, 
and   upon   this  subject  no  man's    views 
could  oe  more  mistaken),  boldly  and  un- 
dauntedly declared  to  the   House   what 
really  was  the  object  of   the   Poor-law 
Amendment  Act.      And  what  was  that 
object  ?  What  was  the  object  recognised 
by  the  senate  of  this  nation  ?  What  was 
the  object  recognised  by  this  great  empire 
of  England,  which  boasted  of  its  institu- 
tions, its  wealth,  its  science,  its  liberality, 
its  military  and  maritime  power,  and  of  its 
vast  commercial  resources  ?  What  was  the 
object  contemplated  and  boasted  ofbv  the 
first  minister  of  (he  Crown  in  that  House 
as  the  leading  object  of  the  measure  in- 
troduced for  the  amendment  of  the  Poor- 
law?  He  invited  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  declaration  of  the  noble  Lord  upon 
that  point,  because  it  was  calculated  to 
remove  from  the  public  mind  every  thing  in 
the  shape  of  confusion  or  misconception 
with  respect  to  the  object  of  those  who 
were  concerned  in  the  enactment  of  the 
existing  law.     In  order  to  prevent  mis- 
conception or  error,  he  would  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  read  the  words 
that  fell  from  the  noble  Lord  on  the  occa- 


sion to  whkb   he   was    referriof  •    The 
noble  Lord  said — 

^  He  differed  very  much  from  his  hon*  and 
learned  Friend  who  spoke  on  the  second  litocb 
(the  hon.  Member  for  Tvnemouth),  in  thinking 
that  a  distinction  should  be  made  in  fiivoar  of 
merit.  He  thought  it  most  unreasonable  that 
any  board  should  pretend  to  say  what  was 
meritorious.  All  that  the  public  could  do  io 
the  shape  of  rehef  was  to  adhere  to  the  wise 
and  good  priuciple  of  the  act  of  Elisabeth, 
that  no  poor  person  in  the  country  should  be 
allowed  to  starve."  [Ckeert.'] 

Yes,  continued  the  hon.  Member,  those 
cheers  of  approbation  are  from  the  Liberal 
side  of  the  House.  This  morning  I  really 
thought  I  did  not  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  word  **  Wbenl^*'  and  in  order  to 
find  the  true  meaning  of  it,  I  examined 
<' Todd's  Johnson;'*  bot  I  could  find 
nothing  akin  to  the  feelins  that  seems 
to  prevail  on  this  side  of  the  House.  The 
meaning  of  the  word,  as  given  by  the  lexi- 
cographer, is  "  generous,"  ''  manani- 
mous,**  "  noble  yielding.''  The  dictionary 
further  informs  me  that  it  is  **  the  opposite 
of  parsimonious,**  yet  parsimonjf  in  its  very 
essence  is  cheered  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  **  The  poor,"  says  the  noble 
Lord,  "  are  not  to  starve.*'  That  is  to 
be  the  object  of  your  law,  and  that  is  all 
that  your  law  is  to  efifecL  Whip  them 
once  a  fortnight,  confine  them  in  a  gaol, 
and  never  allow  them  to  go  out  by  per- 
mission ;  clothe  them  in  a  dreu  wnich 
msrks  them  as  the  receivers  of  alms,  but 
do  not  **  allow  them  to  sta*^e  T  and  then 
you  are  good  and  just,  and  that  is  the 
''  liberality**  which  the  people  are  to  re- 
ceive from  a  Reform  Ministry  and  from 
the  Reform  side  of  the  House.  I  have 
never  since  I  have  been  in  this  House 
acted  as  a  party  man.  No;  I  have  never 
fastened  myself  to  the  chsriot  wheels  of 
party.  Faction  has  been  the  curse  of  this 
ereat  country.  England  and  Englishmen 
have  been  persecuted  for  many  years 
through  the  influence  of  faction.  I  have 
seen  too  much  of  the  evils  of  faction  ever 
to  bind  myself  to  any  Ministry,  be  its  pro- 
fessions what  they  may.  But  this  I  do 
say,  if  the  present  ministry  hope  to  obtab 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  to  be 
entitled  to  the  support  of  the  people,  tb^ 
must  not  ask  the  House  to  enact  such 
bills  as  are  now  before  it  with  reference 
to  the  new  Poor-law.  And  in  the  name 
of  the  poor  people  of  England— -in  the 
name  or  the  working  peopfe,  the  labour- 
ing people  of  England— I  an  compelle4f 
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in  this  iosUiicey  to  make  my  appeal  to  the 
great  and  inflaential  Conservative  party 
nmged  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House ; 
«nd  I  pray  to  6od  that  that  party,  with 
its  might  and  inflaence,  and,  1  trast,  its 
0X)d  intentions,  will  come  forward  in  this 
instance  to  the  rescue  of  the  working  men 
of  the  kingdom.  I  say  that  the  great 
landed  aristocracv  of  this  nation  are  the 
natund  leaders  of  the  poor  ^cheers  and 
laughter  from  the  Ministerial  sidey 
There  is  again  a  cheer  and  whisper  on 
this  side  of  the  House.  The  manufactu- 
rers, who  ask  for  a  repeal  of  the  Corn- 
laws,  do  not  like  the  remarks  I  am 
making,  well  knowing  that  the  reduction 
of  wages  must  be  relative  to  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  bread.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  (Mr.  O'Con- 
nell)  exclaims  "  oh  i*^  and  I  am  surprised 
that  the  truth' should  make  him  groan; 
but  it  seems  to  have  that  effect  upon  him. 
I  say  that  the  manufacturers  well  know 
that  wages  must  be  relative  to  the  quan- 
tity of  food  in  the  market  and  the  amount 
of  demand  for  labour.  I  say,  then,  that  I 
make  my  appeal  to  the  great  Conservative 

Srty.  The  **  liberar  party  in  this 
ouse  are  attached  to  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  J.  Russell) — they  confide  in  the 
noble  Lord — they  have  some  reason  for 
confiding  in  him,  for  he  never  deceives 
them ;  and  now  he  tells  them  boldly  and 
candidly  that  his  sole  object  is  to  pre- 
vent tne  poor  from  starving.  The 
Poor-law  commissioners  made  a  report 
upon  this  subject  in  December  last.  Now 
how  was  that  report  obtained  ?  Of  course 
I  am  not  in  the  secret,  but  I  should  fancy 
that  it  was  procured  something  in  this 
way :  the  noble  Lord  with  that  thoughtful 
consideration  which  sometimes  actuates  a 
Minister,  writes  a  kind  note  to  these  gen- 
tlemen at  Somerset-house,  and  says, 
*'  Gentlemen,  you  are  in  danger;  the  time 
of  your  commission  is  nearly  out  (I  do  not 
know  that  such  a  note  was  actually  writ- 
ten, but  1  should  guess  it  was)— can*t  you 
write  a  report  showing  that  you  ought  to 
receive  your  salaries  for  ten  years  to  come? 
Now  be  ingenious,  exert  yourselves  to  the 
utmost,  see  what  you  can  effect  by  way  of 
illustration  of  your  argument."  Acting 
upon  this  hint,  the  commissioners,  of 
course,  set  to  work  without  loss  of  time, 
and  they  have  a  great  number  of  handy, 
competent  men  about  them,  selected  and 
employed  by  them— not  because  they  are 
bnmane,  but  because  they  are  clever  and 
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tractable.    Aided  in  this  manner,  a  report 
was  soon  concocted  and  presented  to  ttie 
noble  Lord,  who  at  once  says ;    *'  I  think 
you  have  made  out  a  case ;    now  frame  a 
bill  and  send  it  to  me.''    Weil,  a  bill  Is 
accordingly  framed  in  Somerset-hoose,  and 
sent  to  the  noble  Lord,  which  with  all  due 
gravity  he  presents  to  the  House.    The 
commissioners  in  their  report  show  him,  of 
course,  that  nothing  on  earth  can  be  so 
effectual  as  their  labours—that  they  onght 
to  continue  for  ten  years  to  come,  or,  in 
fact  for  ever ;  that  the  bill  which  they  de- 
sire to  pass  will  relieve  them  from  all  diffi« 
culty,  and  enable  them  to  carry  Out  every 
object  which  they  believe  the  Legislatore 
at  first  contemplated.  All  this  is  managisd 
in  a  country  which  boasts  itself  of  its  good 
sense,  its  freedom,  its  sagacity,  its  wisdotn, 
and  its  foresight.    Is  there  the  parallel  of 
it  on  record  ?    Did  any  one  ever  before 
hear  of  a  set  of  public  men  being  called 
upon  to  make  a  report  in  reference  to  their 
own  conduct,  in  order  to  enable  the  Go- 
vernment to  jud|^  of  the  expediency  or 
propriety  of  contmuing  them  in  an  impor- 
tant office  ?    Yet  that  has  been  done  in 
this  case.    And  what  is  the  nature  of  th^ 
report  which  the  commissioners  have  made 
to  the  noble  Lord  ?    One  of  the  passages 
most  characteristic  of  the  whole  containa 
this  startling  announcement :   "  The  pau- 
pers who  receive  the  relief  at  the  hanos  of 
the  guardians,  do  not  display  a  spirit  of 
gratitude."    I  dare  say  the  Members  of 
this  House  know  very  well  how  the  pau- 
pers confined  in  the  union  workhouses  are 
fed — ^how  treated.     Is  it  not  marvellous 
that  human  creatures  under  such  circum- 
stances should  display  no  "  spirit  of  grati- 
tude."   Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  we 
have  it  upon  the  authority  of  the  commis- 
sioners, that  the  poor  are  actually  so  dead 
to  all  the  feelings  that  ought  to  swell  thdlr 
bosoms,  as  to  evince  no  *'  gratitude  "  for 
their  treatment.    Why,  Sir,  I  deny  that 
gratitude  ought  to  be  expected,  much  less 
demanded  of  them.    Nay,  I  say  more-^ 
say  that  those  who  do  expect  gratitude 
from  them  are  not  qualified  to  carry  oat 
the  Poor-law.    Are  the  paupers  of  this 
country  slaves?      Have  they  lost  every 
right  of  Englishmen  because    they  are 
poor?    Is  this  doctrine  to  be  held  and 
maintained  in  a  Christian  land — ^that,  be- 
cause men  are  poor,  therefore  they  are  to 
sacrifice  every  mdependent  thought  and 
feeling.  But  ''  the  panpers  show  no  grad- 
tnde.'*    I  say  that  w  expresakm  of  grali* 
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tade  18  not  called  for.  I  say  that  thej 
ought  not  to  be  required  to  show  gratitude. 
By  what  right  do  they  receive  the  relief 
affbrded  to  them  ?  By  a  right  conferred 
by  Parliament.  Then  I  say  that  the  right 
of  the  poor  to  demand  relief  is  not  less 
strong  tnan  the  right  of  any  Gentleman  in 
that  House  to  hold  the  land  which  belongs 
to  him,  the  right  in  both  cases  being  de- 
rived from  the  same  source — the  law  of 
the  land.  The  law  has  given  to  the  poor 
and  destitute  the  means  of  subsistence  ;  1 
deny  therefore  that  the  poor  man,  under 
such  circumstances,  should  be  called  upon 
to  show  gratitude  to  those  who  administer 
parochial  relief  to  him.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber proceeded  to  observe  that  the  Poor-law 
commissioners  had  referred  to  a  commis- 
sion of  inquiry  instituted  before  the  new 
Poor-law  was  established,  and  which  made 
out  a  case  for  the  amendment  of  the  law. 
Far  be  it  from  him  to  contend  that  the  ad- 
ministration  of  the  43d  of  Elizabeth  had 
been  just,  discreet,  and  sound ;  he  was 
contending  for  no  such  thing.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  administration  of  that  law 
under  a  variety  of  circumstances  was  in  the 
highest  degree  objectionable.  He  thought 
that  in  many  cases  it  was  most  unjust,  not 
only  to  the  deserving  poor,  but  to  the 
rate-payers.  He  thought  that  nothing 
could  be  more  unwise  than  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  administered  in  many  places; 
but  at  the  same  time  time  he  did  not  feel 
himself  called  upon  to  support  the  propo- 
sition which  was  made  to  amend  it.  Now, 
when  reference  was  made  by  the  commis- 
sion of  inquiry  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
poor-rates  bad  increased,  how  was  it,  he 
asked,  that  no  reference  was  made  by  them 
to  the  increase  which  at  the  same  time  had 
taken  place  in  the  population  and  property 
of  the  country  ?  Was  the  amount  of  the 
poor-rate  to  remain  at  a  stand-still,  whilst 
the  population  was  doubling  its  number 
and  the  property  and  wealth  of  the  nation 
was  accumulating  in  every  possible  direc- 
tion. Was  there  to  be  no  increase  in  the 
poor-rate  when  the  Legislature  was  lavish- 
ing 200,000/.  or  300,000/.  a  year  upon  a 
court,  and  100,000/.  a  year  upon  one 
single  lady.  But  everything  was  to  be 
directed  against  the  poor ;  and  when  at 
last,  by  harsh  and  unwise  laws,  that  portion 
of  the  population,  goaded  and  stung  be- 
yond endurance,  begun  to  assume  au  at- 
titude of  defiance  and  to  threaten  a  vio- 
lent vindication  of  their  rights,  then 
the  Legislature,  tremUing  to  its  centre, 


was  called  upon  to  declare  thai  tlie  poor 
of  this  nation  were  a  restless  and  un- 
governable race.  He  asked  the  Houia 
to  see  what  was  the  ttate  of  the  Poor-law 
with  reference  to  finance,  and  what  the 
increase  of  the  population  for  the  twenty 
years  previous  to  1835.  He  thought  that 
this  would  afford  the  House  a  somewhat 
new  view  of  the  question.  It  would  show 
what  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  the 
relief  had  been,  as  compared  with  the 
amount  of  the  population,  and  also  as 
compared  wiih  the  increased  value  and 
amount  of  property.  In  the  five  years, 
from  March  1814  to  March  1819,  the 
expenditure  for  the  relief  of  the  poor 
was  6,288,000/.  In  the  five  years 
from  1819  to  1824,  it  was  6,431,000/. 
In  the  five  years,  from  1824  to  1829,  it 
was  6,157,000/.  In  the  five  years,  from 
1829  to  1834,  it  was  6,754,000/.  So  that, 
taking  the  average  of  the  first  ten  years, 
from  1814  to  1824,  the  annual  expen- 
diture for  the  relief  of  the  poor  was 
6,360,000/. ;  and  Uking  the  average  of  the 
last  ten  years,  fK>m  1824  to  1834,  the  an- 
nual expenditure  was  6,455,000/.  showing 
that  iu  the  ten  years  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  introduction  of  the  Poor-law 
Amendment  Act,  there  had  been  an  aver<* 
age  increase  in  the  ten  years  of  95,0001* 
He  begged  that  that  fact  might  be  borne 
in  mind — au  increase  on  the  average  of 
95,000/.  for  the  ten  years  preceding  the 
introduction  of  the  new  law.  That  increase 
the  House  would  see  was  at  the  rate  oF 
one  and  a-half  per  cent,  in  ten  years,  lo 
what  ratio  did  the  population  increase 
during  those  ten  years?  In  the  ratio 
of  sixteen  per  cent.  But  see  also  the 
manner  in  which  the  wealth  of  the 
country  had  increased  in  the  same  period. 
From  the  year  1815  to  the  year  1825  the 
property  of  the  country,  as  shown  by  the 
legacy  duty,  was  319,363,000/.  From 
1825  to  1835  it  was  382,577,000/.,  being 
an  increase  of  63,214,000/.  in  ten  years, 
or  upwards  of  6,000,000/.  for  each  year. 
It  appeared,  then,  that  at  the  time  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Act  was  introdaced 
there  was  an  annual  average  increase  iq 
the  property  of  the  nation,  as  shown  by 
the  payments  to  the  legacy  duty,  of  op- 
wards  of  6,000,000/,  whilst  the  annttti 
average  increase  in  the  poor-rate  was  calf 
95,000/.  a-year.  And  yet  there  was  at 
that  time  an  outcry  that  the  poor-rates 
would  absorb  the  whole  of  the  property  of 
the  country  ;  and  it  was  w  thai  fear— ibe 
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fear  of  the  operation  of  the  poor-rates 
upon  property — that  the  Poor-law  Amend- 
ment Act  was  passed.  Now,  what  was 
the  operation  of  that  law— what  was  its 
effect  upon  the  feelings  of  the  people  ? 
The  law  came  to  us  under  the  sanction  of 
a  Liberal  Administration — it  came  to  us 
proposed  and  propounded  by  a  Liberal 
Ministry,  and  it  showed  how  cautious 
people  ought  to  be  in  the  use  of  terms, 
for  he  felt  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that 
no  Tory  Administration  could  have  pro- 
posed such  a  measure;  or,  if  it  had  ven- 
tured to  propose,  could  never  have  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  it  into  a  law.  In  1818 
a  proposition  was  made,  for  the  Brst  time 
in  that  House,  to  give  the  right  of  plural 
voting  to  rate-payers;  and  by  an  Act, 
called  Sturges  Bourne's  Act,  all  rate- pay- 
ers rated  at  150^.  a-year  were  entitled  to 
give  si&  votes  in  parish  elections.  What 
was  the  provision  in  that  respect  under 
the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act?  And  did 
the  noble  Lot*d,  by  the  bill  now  before  the 
House,  propose  to  modify  the  plural  right 
of  voting?  By  the  Poor-law  Amendment 
At:t,  the  power  of  plural  voting  was  trans- 
ferred to  non-resident  owners,  and,  under 
the  existing  law^  the  non-resident  owner 
could  give,  by  proxy,  six  votes  for  the 
very  property  Which  gave  to  the  occupier 
only  three  votes.  Was  this  just  ?  Was 
this  a  specimen  of  liberality  ?  Was  this 
the  kind  of  franchise  that  should  be  ac- 
corded to  us  by  a  Reform  Government? 
If  it  were^  the  sooner  the  Government 
were  changed,  the  better  it  would  be,  for 
the  sake  of  the  people.  He  said  that 
the  people  were  labouring  under  a  delu- 
sion with  respect  to  the  character  of  the 
Administration,  if  they  supposed  it  to  be 
a  Liberal  Administration.  No  Adminis- 
tration that  had  a  pretension  to  liberality, 
could  sanction  such  a  proceeding,  such  a 
tampering  with  the  franchise  as  he  had 
just  referred  to.  The  bill  now  introduced 
did,  indeed,  propose  to  modify,  in  some 
degree,  the  right  of  voting  by  proxy.  He 
khew  of  an  individual  who  had  the  power  of 
giving  1,500  votes  by  proxy.  The  noble 
Lord  proposed,  for  the  future,  that  a  man 
should  only  give  proxy  votes  for  four 
people,  so  that  the  right  would  be  li- 
mited to  twenty- four  votes.  This,  no 
doubt  would  be  some  mitigation  of  the 
evil;  but  the  obnoxious  principle  was  to 
remain.  What  effect  had  this  upon  the 
mass  of  the  rate-payers  ?  Why,  that  the 
were  virtually  disfranchised.     They  Del 
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this ;  Ihey  knew  it,  and  were  indignant^ 
and  justly  indignant,  at  the  effect  of  the 
law  upon  their  interests.  They  said,  '*  Of 
what  use  is  it  for  us  to  enter  into  an  elec- 
tion— we  are  overborne  by  the  non-rcsi« 
dents  with  their  right  of  plural  Voting- 
it  is,  therefore,  utterly  indifferent  to  us  ib 
what  manner  the  guardians  are  elected." 
Hence,  they  were  led  to  take  no  interest 
in  the  administration  of  the  law,  but  to 
retire  within  themselves,  and  to  form  con- 
clusions in  their  own  minds  as  to  the  in- 
ability of  a  Government  by  which  such 
measures  could  be  proposed  and  passed. 
Hence,  also,  a  general  feeling  of  discon- 
tent and  dissatisfaction  was  spreading  it- 
self over  the  whole  country.  The  public 
were  beginning  to  detach  themselves  from 
their  faith  in  the  Parliament ;  they  felt 
that  it  was  of  no  use  to  present  petitions^ 
that  they  were  merely  received,  and  laid 
upon  the  table,  without  one  word  being 
permitted  to  be  said  in  reference  to  them; 
in  short,  the  public  were  now  strongly  dis- 
posed to  feel  that  the  House  of  Commons 
was  adverse  to  popular  rights,  to  popular 
interests,  and  popular  feelings.  If  the 
principle  which  he  condemned  had  not 
been  obnoxious  to  himself — if  he  had  not 
felt  that  the  people  were  opposed  to  it^ 
he  might  not  have  taken  the  part 
he  now  did ;  but  when  he  found 
that  it  was  really  obnoxious  to  his 
own  feelings — when  he  had  no  doubts  of 
the  hostility  of  the  people  towards  it,  and 
when  he  was  convinced,  that  it  was  detri- 
mental to  the  public  interest,  he  should 
be  wanting  in  that  duty  which  he  owed  to 
his  constituents,  if  he  had  not  pursued 
the  course  he  was  at  present  adopting  in 
reference  to  the  Poor-law  Amendment 
Act.  He  regarded  it  as  a  sanguinary  and 
a  mercenary  act,  based  on  ferocious  and 
savage  principles — an  act  calculated  only 
to  produce  misery  and  torture  atuong  the 
deserving  poor.  More  than  that,  it  was 
calculated  to  arouse  their  hostility  to  it, 
and  to  resist  the  authority  of  Parliament. 
He  did  not  hesitate  to  predict,  that  if  they 
proceeded  with  the  law,  and  endeavoured 
to  carry  out  its  principles,  they  would  pro- 
duce in  this  country  such  a  feeling  of  in- 
dignation that  nothing  but  force  would  be 
able  to  subdue.  Were  they  prepared  for 
this?  Was  this  their  desire  ?  He  did  not 
believe  it  was.  It  was  his  firm  conviction, 
that  the  House  legislated  honestly,  but 
without  due  reflection.  They  had  been 
instigated  to  legislate  by  the  ttatements 
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put  forth  by  the  Poor-law  commissioners, 
which  in  a  great  measure  had  deceifed 
the  House,  and  led  ihem  into  false  calcu- 
lations as  to  the  result.  The  poor  labour- 
ing man  now,  after  having  toiled  day  by 
day  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  was  scarcely 
able  to  get  bread  enougli  to  sustain  him- 
self and  children.  Prostrated  he  came 
before  them,  and  he  appealed  to  their  hu- 
manity, religion,  and  justice — he  asked 
only  that  they  would  retrace  their  steps — 
that -they  would  no  longer  act  on  a  law  so 
savage  in  its  nature;  he  states,  that  after 
forty  years  of  hard  labour  he  endeavoured 
to  keep  his  family  out  of  the  workhouse — 
that  he  has  done  his  duty  as  a  neighbour, 
and  that  he  has  violated  no  law ;  he  ap- 
peals to  his  employer,  in  the  name  of 
Heaven,  to  look  on  him  with  compas- 
sionate feelings,  and  not  to  let  him  become 
the  victim  of  a  law  which  makes  poverty 
a  ground  of  punishment.  He  had  wit- 
nessed many  cases  of  hardship  among  the 
class  of  the  people  with  whom  his  duties  as 
coroner  brought  him  in  contact  with.  He 
had  often  heard  them  ask,  **  What  was 
Parliament  about?  What  did  they  de- 
sire? Did  they  wish  the  people  mur- 
dered?'' He  answered  no.  Parliament 
was  in  error — they  were  deceived.  He 
told  them  Parliament  was  anxious  to  do 
them  justice,  but  still,  notwithstanding 
this,  he  was  not  believed,  because  they 
turned  from  his  assertion  to  the  operation 
of  the  law.  They  heard  the  one,  but  they 
reflected  on  the  other.  Did  Ministers 
know  what  the  poor  of  England  suffered  ? 
Was  the  noble  Lord  aware  of  the  nature 
of  physical  toil  ?  Take,  for  instance,  a 
boy,  the  son  of  a  labouring  man.  At  the 
a^e  of  fifteen  he  was  following  the  plough. 
When  twenty-one,  aye,  and  earlier,  he 
fancied  himself  a  man — he  could  mow, 
reap,  and  plough — but  the  dawn  of  every 
day  roused  him  to  his  struggle  for  bread. 
His  life  was  a  constant  fight  between  his 
physical  body  and  food,  and  when  at 
length  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sixty, 
with  a  broken-down,  paralysed,  rhcuma- 
tised  constitution,  when  his  body  had  be- 
come wearied,  and  toil  more  oppressive, 
when  all  his  energies  had  declined,  he 
passed  the  gate  of  the  workhouse  and 
exclaimed,  "  This  is  my  doom."  To  make 
even  this  situation  more  conciliatory  to 
him,  and  in  the  exercise,  no  doubt,  of  a 
Christian  humanity,  a  cemetery  was  at- 
tached to  the  building,  within  sieht  of  its 
inmitts,  to  th%t  after  be  had  beeolocked  up 


in  the  dwelling,  his  eyes  might  be  regaled 
with  the  sods  which  covered  the  unfortunate 
beings  who  had  gone  before  him.  Day  after 
day  these  things  pressed  on  his  mind.  At 
last,  when  he  was  unable  to  earn  the  value 
of  his  wages,  his  employer,  acting  on  the 
true  principles  of  political  economy,  said 
to  him,  *'  Well,  my  good  man,  I  have  been 
losing  by  you  for  the  last  three  weeks.  I 
have  been  giving  you  8s.  a  week — very 
high  wages.  I  cannot  employ  you  any 
longer."  The  man  might  say,  "  T  am 
sorry  for  it,  sir,  but  I  hope  you  will  try 
me  a  little  longer.''  **  No,  I  cannot,'*  n 
the  answer.  What  did  he  then  ?  He  ap- 
plied to  the  guardians  for  relief,  the 
guardians,  in  return,  say,  "  Come  into  the 
House."  ••  Why,  sirs,  said  the  man,  '*  f 
have  an  active  wife  and  a  family,  and  if 
you  let  me  remain  out,  and  allow  me  Ss. 
or  As.  a  week,  I  think  I  can  do."  **  No," 
said  the  guardians,  *'  we  would  be  glad  to 
do  it,  but  the  commissioners  acting  under 
the  law  will  not  allow  it.  The  commis- 
sioners exist  in  Somerset  House,  we  can 
neither  touch  them,  nor  influence  them. 
We  would  be  delighted  to  compassionate 
your  situation,  but  we  cannot.  The  com- 
missioners control  'us,  and  we  have  do 
means  of  upsetting  their  authority."  A 
cloud  of  despair  from  that  moment  set- 
tles on  him.  He  was  a  lost  man  from  fbe 
moment  that  he  entered  the  gates  of  thai 
workhouse,  which  he  felt  closed  on  him 
like  a  tomb.  Now,  was  that  a  Christian 
Ix^gislature  ?  Was  that  an  assembly  of 
men  really  desirous  to  see  their  fellow- 
countrymen  happy?  Noble  Lords,  and 
men  of  wealth,  whose  pursuits  were  en- 
tirely at  variance  with  those  to  which  he 
liiid  alluded,  could  have  no  knowledge  of 
(lie  condition  of  the  poor.  If  they  had, 
they  would  never  have  supported  such  a 
iuw  as  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act. 
Many  years  ago,  when  he  was  practising 
as  a  medical  man,  he  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  witnessing  the  condition  of  the 
poor  in  their  own  dwellings:  be  saw  in 
their  miserable  huts  and  horrid  hoireb 
women  in  all  the  sufl*ering  of  childbirth, 
with  accommodation  worse  than  gentle- 
men give  to  their  horses  or  to  their  dogs. 
He  had  witnessed  hundreds  of  timet  when 
their  situation  required  some  noaritbing 
comforts,  but  not  a  single  thing  was  at 
hand  except  cold  water  or  small  beer,  or 
some  dry  bread,  and  these  were  the  only 
articles  their  circamstancet  coald  afford. 
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Tbey  had  been  told  by  the  political  eco- 
noiDists,  that  the  Poor-law  would  produce 
a  rise  in  wages.     Very  well.     They  had 
had  the  law  now  for  six  years.     Had  it 
raised  wages?  [Cheers.]  Aye,  had  it  raised 
wages?      There   were  cheers  from   both 
sides  of  the  House  at  this  question,  and 
there  appeared  to  be  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion in  regard  to  it.    Some  thought  it  had, 
and  others  considered  that  it  had  not,  but 
would  they  by  the  operation  of  this  law 
attempt  to  force  wages  up?     They  stood 
on  ticklish  ground.     They  told  the  work- 
ing people,  that  the  object,  or  one  of  the 
objects   of    the  law,  was   to   raise    their 
wages.     Were  they  raised  ?     He  was  in- 
formed that  they  were  not,  and  that  was 
likewise  his  belief.     He  had  heard  from 
various  parts  of  England  that  they  were 
not.     He  could  mention  one  district  in 
Devonshire  where  they  were  only  7s,  and 
8s,  a  week.     Was  that  to  be  considered 
as  increased  wages  ?     Would  they  force 
the    agricultural    labourers   to   combine  ? 
Was  it  their  desire,  that  when  the  mowing 
season  came,  the  labourer  should  enter  into 
this  species  of  conversation: — The  farmer 
said  to  John — "John,  this  is  fine  weather, 
you   must  begin  in  the  morning  to  mow 
the  meadow,  let  us  make  hay  while  the 
sun  shines."    What  would  be  John's  an- 
swer?    "  Ay,  sir,  it  is  fine  weather,  the 
grass  is  ripe,  I  think,  but  we  cannot  cut  it 
for  2s.  as  we  used  to  do.  We  have  formed 
a  combination,  a  little  society,  like  one  of 
these  union  things  they  have  in  London, 
and  there  aint  a  man  of  us  will  stick  his 
scythe  into  the  grass  under  75.    True,  the 
grass  if  not  cut  will  be  spoiled  in  three 
weeks,  but  we  won't  cut  it  for  less  than 
7s.,  because  we  were  told,  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament, that  if  we  did  not  save  money 
we  were  criminals,  and  how  can  we  save 
money  if  we  never  get  any  to  save  ?"  But 
suppose  the  difficulty  of  cutting  the  grass 
was  got  over,  the  peas,  the  wheat,  the 
barley,  and  the  oats,  would  become  ripe, 
and  require  cutting.     What  conversation 
would  take  place  then?     "Come,  John, 
begin  and  reap,"  said  the  farmer.     **  No," 
said  John,  "  I  can't  on  the  old  terms,  a 
law  has  passed  to  raise  our  wages,  and  if 
they  are  not  raised  I  can't  work."     Was 
it  desirable  that  English  gentlemen  should 
force  men  into  such   a  combination  —  to 
destroy  all  the  kind  feelings  between  the 
employer  and  the  employed?    If  it  was 
not,  the  course  they  were  now  called  upon 
to  take  was  a  most  extraordinary  one,  for 


the   law    w6uld  Infallibly    produce    th6 
effects  which   he  had  stated.     There  wa« 
no  use  in  disguising  the  fact.     The  opinl- 
ion  entertained  by  the  people  was,  tha . 
their  object  in  supporting  the  Poor-law 
was  to  deprive  them  of  any  relief  either  iq 
or  out  of  the  workhouse.    They  might  be 
wrong,  but  that  was  their  opinion.     IT  it 
had  not  that  object,  what  were  all  their 
arrangements  designed  for?      Take,   for 
example,  Kensington  parish.     How  many 
relieving  officers  were   there  to  that  dis 
trict  ?     It  was  a  parish  containing  25,000 
inhabitants,  and  it  was  sixteen  miles  in 
circumference,  it  bordered  on  the  Court,' 
on  the  palace^  and  was  under  the  very 
noses  of  the  commissioners.     How  many 
relieving  officers  were  there  for   a  parish 
sixteen  miles  in  circumference,  and  con* 
taining  25,000   inhabitants?       One— no 
more.     In  St.   Luke*s  parish,  containing^ 
40,000  inhabitants,  the  relieving  officer 
had  lately  received  an  assistant.     Good 
God  !  would  any  man  tell  him,  that  it  was 
possible  to  give  the  poor  the  relief  they 
required  under  such   a  system  as  that? 
The   people   knew    it  was    not  possible. 
Then  what  sort  of  language  was  held  to 
those  poor  people  who  applied  for  relief? 
What  said  the  relieving  officer  of  Strat* 
ford-on-Avon  to  a  poor  woman  who  had 
applied  to  him  for  relief? — "  You  there, 
I  shall  hang  you."     He  admitted,  that  he 
made  use  of  the  words,  but  said  that  he 
had  done  so  in  joke.     There  was  also  the 
case  of  Elizabeth  Fryer,  in  the  Kensing- 
ton union.      This  poor  woman,  afflicted 
with    a   dropsical   complaint,   was  found 
sitting  exhausted  in  the  street  by  a  poor 
Irish  girl,  who  gave  her  some  succour,  she 
sent  fbr  the  doctor  of  the  union,  and  when 
he  came,  she  expressed   a  hope  that  he 
would  speak  to  the  relieving  officer.  When 
he  entered  the  room,  he  told  the  girl,  she 
perhaps  might  get  three  months  imprison- 
ment for  harbouring  the  suffering  woman, 
and  on   mentioning  her  fears  to  the  re- 
lieving officer,  he  said,  *'  It  would  serve 
you  right."     He  knew  that  these  officers 
were  reprimanded  by  the  commissioners, 
but  were  they  deprived  of  their  situations  ? 
But  the  commissioners  had  exercised  new 
and  unheard  of  functions  under  the  powers 
given  to  them.     After  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  the  country  had  made  an  in- 
vestigation  into  that  case,  and  after  the 
rate-payers  sworn  on  the  inquiry  had  pro- 
nounced an  opinion  on  the  facts,  what  had 
the  commissioners  done  ?  Tbey  sent  down 


395 


PaoT'tow 


{COMMONS} 


ton. 


1  gentleman  of  their  own  lo  Iry,  by  every 
species  of  ingenuity,  to  get  rid  of  the 
moral  effect  which  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
produced ;  that  wag  a  new  function,  and 
went  too  far  to  be  tolerated.  What  had 
they  done  in  the  Hendon  union  ?  They 
had  authorised  the  guardians  to  make  an 
application  which  reflected  on  the  finding 
of  the  jury.  He  was  not  theorising  or 
speculating  on  the  effects  of  the  law,  but 
was  speaking  of  the  tendency  of  the  law, 
and  the  effects  which  it  had  already  pro- 
duced. What  was  the  case  of  .lames 
Lisney  ?  That  poor  man  was  admitted  to 
the  Hendon  union  in  April  last  year^  and 
in  the  July  following  he  asked  permission 
to  go  out,  in  order  to  see  some  of  his 
family,  he  was  allowed  to  do  so.  In  Au- 
gust he  made  the  same  request,  but  no 
answer  appears  to  have  been  given  to  his 
application.  In  September  and  October 
he  again  requested  to  go  out  of  the  house. 
Dot  for  a  permanence,  but  in  order  to  see 
his  friends.  This,  however,  was  refused 
bim.  The  notice  on  the  book  kept  by  the 
governor  was  to  the  effect,  that  Lisney  was 
afi*ected  by  a  disease  which  rendered  his 
going  out  impracticable,  except  on  the 
long  days.  On  the  4lh  of  November,  the 
guardians  visited  the  workhouse  when  the 
governor  was  present.  The  inmates  had 
a  holiday,  when  Lisney  said  he  ought  to 
have  a  holiday  likewise.  On  hearing  that, 
one  of  the  guardians  said,  **  It  was  very 
hard  that  he  had  not  a  holiday  like  the 
other  men.'*  Afterwards  Lisney  was  cal- 
led into  the  board-room,  and  that  man, 
afflicted  with  diabetes— a  disease  which  in 
almost  every  instance  was  fatal,  especially 
where  the  sufferer  was  exposed  to  cold, 
was  sentenced  by  that  board  of  guardians, 
whom  the  commissioners  laud  for  their 
humanity — truly,  a  humane  board — to 
twenty-four  hours*  confinement  in  a  sepa- 
rate room,  with  only  bread  and  water. 
The  place  of  his  confiuement  had  no 
ceiling,  and  everybody  knew  that  it  was 
an  exceedingly  cold  night.  When  he 
came  out  he  told  his  companions,  that  he 
was  so  cold  that  he  could  sit  on  the  fire 
The  testimony  of  the  medical  gentleman 
10  that  case  was,  that  he  could  not  sepa- 
rate the  punishment  of  Lisney  from  his 
death,  and  that  gentleman  was  a  person 
of  great  experience  in  his  profession,  of 
high  influence,  and  totally  unconnected 
with  any  party  politics  in  reference  to  the 
Poor-law.  In  that  case,  he  had  felt  it  is 
duty  as  coroner,  to  take  the  evidence  of  the 


paupers  in  the  workhouae,  at  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  the  cooditiOQ 
and  treatment  of  Lisney.     He  had  been 
condemned  for  that,  but  he  wouM  like  to 
know  how  he  was  to  have  got  at  the  facts 
of  the  case  if  he  had  not  retorted  to  this 
step  ?    Were  they  to  take  the  evidence  of 
the  master,  or  of  the  guardians  who  had 
inflicted  the  punishment,  and  to  shut  out 
the  only  testimony  which  could  be  tatit* 
factory  to  a  jury  ?     And  yet  these  com- 
missioners, under    the  sanction  of   the 
noble   Lord,  pocketing  as  they  were  the 
public  money,  pt* rmittcd  the  guardians  to 
send  forth  a  publication,  which  was  a  libel 
on  the  judge  of  the  court,  and  on  the 
jury  who  returned  the  verdict.     Was  this 
to  be  endured  in  a  civilised  country  which 
boasted  of  its  freedom  ?  He  called  upon  tke 
noble  Lord,  injustice  to  the  jury,  to  cause 
the  notes  taken  by  the  person  sent  down 
by  the  Poor-law  commissioners  to  be  pub- 
lished— he  called  on  the  noble  Lord  to  do 
so  for  the  information  both  of  that  House 
and  of  the  country.    There  was  a  poor 
woman  examined  on  the  iirtt  and  second 
occasions,  and  when  she  attended  on  the 
subsequent  occasion — but  they  would  fiad 
her  condition  described  in  the  evidence 
that  was  given— ^he  said  her  condition 
had  been  rendered  most  uncomfortable  in 
consequence  of  her  having  given  evidence, 
and  that  she  earnestly  i^ired  to  get  out 
of  the  workhouse.    Where,  then,  was  ber 
redress  ?     Except  by  examinaimn  of  the 
inmates,  how  was  it  possible  to  arrive  at 
the  truth  ?    The  gates  were  kept  locked. 
Were  the   rate  payers  admitted?       No. 
Were   reporters  admitted?      No.      The 
board    might    imprison,    or   do  what  it 
pleased,  and  scarcely   a  person  oat  of 
doors  knew  of  it.    Where,  then,  waa  the 
redress  for  the  poor  ?     If  they  were  not 
permitted  to  go  out,  how  was  it  possible 
that  they  could  obtain  work?    If  they 
solicited  aid  they  were  shut  up  in  ikie 
workhouse,  and   subjected   to  the  rules 
of  these  atrocious  commissioaers.      He 
did  not  make  his  remarks  in  any  personal 
spirit,  but  he  was  there  4o  disekaifa  a 
solemn  duty.     No  one  had  more  opporta- 
nities  of  witnessing  the  effects  of  %\it  law 
than  he  had,  and  he  had  merely  stated  lo 
the  House  what  he  himself  had  witassstd 
Lisney  asked  permission  to  go  oat,  and 
was  refused.     He  used  some  axptaHion 
which  was  considered  by  the  guardiaaa  to 
be  disorderly,  and  he  was  paaitkad  by  the 
tery  part;  who  said  thai  ke  had  ofitiidad. 
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W«  il  hit  thai  one  party  sbouM  be  ac- 
ciiMr»jttdget  and  jury?  Would  the  Doble 
Lord  better  the  coadittoa  of  the  people 
in  any  one  way  by  the  preieoi  bill  ?  Had 
he  added  to  the  power  of  the  guardiant 
and  letaaned  thoie  of  the  Gommiiaiooerg  ? 
No  such  thing.  The  noble  Lord  had  done 
exactly  the  converse.  Qreat  wai  the  out« 
ery  against  the  powers  exercised  by  the 
commissioners  over  the  boards  of  goar- 
diansy  and  to  such  an  extent  had  they 
been  carried,  that  respectable  men  were 
driven  from  the  boerds.  Yet  the  noble 
Lord  had  increased  the  power  of  the  com- 
roissionersy  and  had  taken  fVom  thst  of  the 
guardians.  The  hon.  Membar  for  Maid« 
stone  had  moved,  that  the  bill  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  that  day  six  months,  and  in 
seconding  that  motion,  he  entreated  the 
noble  lx)rd  not  to  press  the  question  to  a 
division,  but  to  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  ano- 
ther— limiting  the  commission  for  two 
years,  in  order  that  the  law  might  be 
placed  on  a  rational  basis,  and  adminis- 
tered by  the  recognized  authorities  of  the 
land)  for  it  was  quite  clear,  that  if  the  law 
was  to  be  administered  as  it  had  been,  the 
spirit  o(  it  would  exist  in  the  feeling  of 
the  commissiooersi  and  not  in  the  statute 
book.  They  might  talk  of  the  uniformity 
of  its  operation,  but  there  was  never  a 
more  chequered  thing  in  existence  than 
the  present  system.  The  commissioners 
were  bound  by  the  act,  in  certain  cases, 
when  they  framed  new  rules,  to  lay  them 
before  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  this  has 
not  been  attended  to.  The  rules  were 
harsh,  and  appear  to  have  been  framed  in 
order  to  torture  the  unhappy  beings  who 
might  be  eompeiled  to  go  to  the  work- 
house, but  there  was  no  uniformity  in  re- 
gard to  them.  He  found  that,  from  a 
book  which  had  been  put  into  bis  hsnds 
at  the  office  of  the  Poor<law  commission, 
that,  by  the  11th  rule,  great  favour  and 
consideration  was  intended  to  be  mani- 
fested towards  married  couples  infirm  from 
age  or  any  other  cause,  in  providing  for  a 
dieparture  from  the  1 0th  rule,  which  re- 
quired the  separation  of  married  people. 
Yet  now  the  resolution  agreeing  to  such 
an  act  of  humanity  had  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  Poor-law  commissioners  in  London 
for  their  consent,  without  which  it  would 
be  of  DO  effect.  He  was  astonished,  that 
any  gentleman  consented  to  act  as  a 
(uardiao  under  such  a  system.  He  was 
satisfied  that  when  they  had  done  sQ;  it 


was  in  order  that  they  might  be  able  tg 
serve  the  poor,  otherwise  they  would  never 
have  submitted  to  the  office.  Here  was 
an  old  aud  infirm  couple,  whom  the 
guardians  had  not  the  power  of  permittiog 
to  sleep  in  the  same  apartment  without 
the  consent  of  the  commissioners,  aod 
this  was  the  law  which  the  House  of 
Commons  was  called  on  to  saoctioa« 
"  Oh !  but,"  said  they,  "  we  should  con- 
tinue to  receive  our  scdaries,  because  Joho 
Bull  has,  by  our  law  and  our  labours,  beeo 
able  to  save  10,000,000/.  But  it  was  all 
a  delusion,  and  a  perfect  farce.  Would 
any  Gentleman  feel  a  gratification  in  ad- 
ding to  his  own  coin  by  taking  from  that 
of  the  poor  man  ?  Was  ever  this  a  sqb« 
ject  of  boasting  by  a  House  of  Commooe 
which  affected  to  represent  the  feelings  of 
the  people?  He  had  shown,  howevert 
that  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  iha 
poor-rates  under  the  old  system  bore  oo 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  wealthy  that  m 
the  ten  years  preceding  the  present  systeHi 
while  the  poor-rates  increased  95,000/.  a 
year,  the  wealth  of  the  country  increased 
6,000,000/.  a  year.  The  commissioners, 
in  order  to  produce  the  appearanoe  of 
a  saving,  struck  off  every  charge  wbioii 
they  possibly  could.  All  the  ehargee 
which  affected  the  commissioners'  court 
had  been  got  rid  of,  and  thrown  on  the 
county-rate,  and  John  Bull  had  only  to 
pay  out  of  his  left  instead  of  out  of  hia 
right  pocket.  Was  the  House  so  blinded 
— so  stultified,  so  stupid,  as  not  to  sea 
through  so  fallacious  a  reason  ?  There 
might  have  been  a  reduction  of  the  poor- 
rate  in  some  cases,  but  what  was  the 
effect  on  the  rate-payers?  Had  they  let- 
tered the  condition  of  the  rate- payers  f 
What  was  it  tliey  desired  ?  Let  the  rate- 
payers themselves  be  applied  to,  and  they 
would  not  seek  to  effectany  saving  at  the 
sacrifice  of  the  comforts  of  the  poor,  they 
would  rather  go  without  their  meals  than 
that  the  deserving  and  industrious  man 
should  be  deprived  of  the  comforts  which 
he  ought  to  possess  in  his  old  age.  The 
noble  Lord  said,  in  the  true  Malthusian 
spirit,  that  the  law  was  merely  to  prevent 
the  people  from  starving,  but  his  (Mr. 
Wakley's)  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Kilkenny,  had  stated,  that  it  went  to  make 
a  distinction  between  the  deserving  and 
the  undeserving — between  the  idle  and  the 
industrious.  He  agreed  with  him  to  tbo 
fullest  extent  in  that  sentiment.  Be 
would  support  any  law  founded  and  ad« 
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aak  Uiit  hon.  Member,  how  he  could  sup- 


port  th«  preient  Imt,  when  he  mw  that  j  ""S  ^'P*.'^"  "J^ 
!u  operalioi.  wa.  di^c.ly  the  «««  of    ■«»»  i^T^.-J^^l 


'■ffei  out  of  ntes — the  dinoanp- 


offered  to  inpToridence  mnd  itotli  — 


.hepWe,  hehad  .aid  dowu„hi,  ^  ^^  wlTCIT^rpol^ 

re.«ii  for  .upportmg  .1  «t  the  o"t-et.  and  B^            P^^  ^ 

e^>«c.all7  wben  he  .aw  the  conduct  of  the  .^  ^^     ^^"^  ,,^  ^ 

commiMioner.  under  it  ?     Apo  ogizmg  to  |     j^'    ^J^^^^  ho  would  aik  which 

the  House  for  the  length  of  time  which  ^___»   ,K„'fri«,1.  nf  tl«  mrLWdu^.? 


heh>d  occupied  in  add  re 


.  .       «ere  the  friends  of  the  woiking  clanos  ? 

ig  them,  be    ,pj^^  ^j^^^  ^^j^  ^^  ^j,^  b«i  to  aU 


begged  to  Bit  down  by  seconding  the  mo-  ,  ^j,e  debwemeut  of  the  old  iyrtem,  oc  tho» 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Maidslooe,  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  (j^^  ^  j,^^  of  p,^. 
that  the  bill  be  read  a  aecood  time  that  ,  ,g„^_  K-briety .  'and  independent ;    who 


day  six  months. 


would  teach  them  to  rely  upon  that  own 


Mr.   Galh  Knight  differed  so  entirely  |  exertions  initead  of  being,  as  they  had  been 
in  opinion  from  the  ton.  Gentleman  who  ;  ■       "  *    "  "■■'     '   " 


t  down,  that  he  rose  t 


,  __  the    pauperised  countie*,  litdo  better 

,  --  -  -  I-  than  slaves;  who  would  procure  for  them 

natulate  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  of  better  wages,  and  more  permaDent  emplc^- 

Sute  for  the  Colonies,  on  having  nt  last  ment ;  who  would  ruiae  them  in  the  social 

eitded  up  his  loins  to  apply  to  Parliament  mi  the  moral  scale.     No :  those  who  had 

tor  a  more  than  annual  prolongation  of  ,nich  views,  were  not  the  enemies  of  the 

the  powers  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners,  working  classes  ;  but  tboae  were  their  ene- 


The  applio 


should  have    been    made  i  a,iea  who  deluded  them  with  i 


before,  but  he  trusted,  that  in  spite  of  all  i  ations,  and  enlisted  their  'posaions  on  the 
the  idle  clamour  about  centralization,  and  side  of  error.  And  when  the  boo.  Member 
unconstitutional  authority,  the  good  sense  ^  for  Finsbury  inveiriied  against  the  new 
of  Parliament  would  sanction  nan  what  Poor-law,  he  would  do  well  to  recoUeet, 
he  considered  to  be  absolutely  necessary  for  j  that  this  was  the  only  country  in  the 
the  establishment  of  the  improved  system.  ;  world  in  which  there  was  any    Poor-law 


Did  he  (Mr.  Knight)    complaia 
By  no  means.     He  thou^t  it 


Me  wti  convinced,  that  without  some  ceii-  i  at    all. 
tnd  control  of  this  kind,  the  new  system  J  of  this  „ 

could  never  have  been  introduced,  and  that  |  right,  that  such  a  law  should  eustr 
without  the  continuance  of  this  control,  I  rejoiced  that  bis  own  country  bad  ■ 
there  could  be  no  security  against  a  very    good  an  ■        - 

general  relapse  into  the  old  abuses.  Let  il 
be  iecollcct«]>  that  it  was  from  the  allow- 
ance of  discretion  by  the  36tli  of  Gcor» 
the  3rd,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  ol 


jmple.     But,  when  diia  country 

hod  set  such  an  examide,  it  waa  a  eiicum- 

stance  that  might  be  recollected  by  thiae 

who  declared  that  the  Legislattire  cf  tUa 

had  no  regard  for  the  poor.    And 


abuses  had  crept  in — a  sufficient  proof  that  what  did  the  new  Poor-law  enact?     No- 

the  superintendence  of  the  commissioners  thing  more  than  could  be  done  under  the 

was  requisite  till  the  new  system  should  old.     In  proof  of  this,  ho  would  mentioa 

become  the  habit  and  usage  of  the  land,  that hewasconversantwithoneoflbelaneM 

But  the  hou.  Member  for  Finsbury  had  prishesin  themetrDpolis,in  whidi.esilhad 

taken  advantage  of  the  introductiou  ofthi*  alocalact,  thenew  Poor-lawfaadoererbeen 
bin  to  inveigh  against  the  i 


itself.      He  (  Mr.  Knight  )  was 
prised  at  this,  for  it  was  an  easy  road 
popularity.     Il  is  always  more  agreeable 


itroduced.     But  the  vestry  of  that  p 

sur-  .  had    carried   the  principle   of   that    law 

^  '      into  cfiect— nay  more,  it  had  done  so  two 

yean  before  the  act  wa*  pasMd,  and  tfaa 


give  than  to  refuse,  especially  when  you  I  Eonsequencc    was,    that    ibcy    bad    Mved 
—  dealing  with  other  people's  money,  and    25,000^  B-year,  and  had,  at  the  ntnetinM^ 


God  knows,  it  was  anything  but  agreeable  |  amended  the  condition  of  the  poor.     But 

mble  under  the 
if  option; 


to  be  denounced 


rnounccd  as  cold-blooded  and  mc[~  i  though  such  things  were  poasibL 
however  little  a  man's  consdenci  ,  old  law,  it  was  a  matter  of  optio 


might  plead  guilty  to  the  charge.  But  ht  j  »,  that  very  few  parishes  in  all  Englaad 
would  intrcat  those  who  were  so  lavish  of  I  hod  mended  theirwaysof  their  own  aeoocd; 
their  censures  to  remember  what  was  tht  |  g  plain  proof,  that  the  new  law  was  not 
state  of  things  before  the  new  law  was  in-  ,  introduced  before  it  was  wanted.  Bat  Ae 
traduced — to  remember,  not  the  impover-  '  hon.  Member  for  Finrinuy,  bcsidea  havinc 
iibncnt  of  proprietors,  but  the  degradation    made  a  genenl  attack  upoa  tbe  l»w,  faM 
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proeeeded  to  bring  forward  particular  in« 
stances  of  cruelty    and    oppression.    No 
doubt  the  bon.  Member  bad  good  grounds 
for  wbat  be  alleged,  but  be  (Mr.  Knigbt) 
could  testify,  from  bis  own  experience,  botb 
in  town  and    in  tbe  country,  tbat  sucb 
stories  wben  sifted  and   examined    often 
turned  out  to  be  eitber  absolute  fabrications 
or  gross  exaggerations.   No  doubt  lamenta- 
ble occurrences  of  tbis  kind  would  sometimes 
take  place.     If  tbere  was  oppression  any 
wbere,  be  did  not  stand  up  to  defend  it. 
If  wrong  was  done,  let    the   wrong-doer 
be  punisbed.     But    tbis   be  would  say, 
tbat  such  things  were  not   tbe  offspring 
of  the  new  Poor-law.    Such  things  would 
occasionally  happen    under    any  system  ; 
they  had  happened  before,  and  to  a  greater 
extent.    No  pauper  could  be  bandied  about 
from  parish  to  parish  till  he  died  in  the 
cart ;  wherever  he  was  found  in  a  state  of 
destitution,  he  must  now  be  relieved  on  the 
spot.    As  to  tbe  case  of  the  old  man  of 
sixty  years  of  age  which  the  bon.  Member 
had  so  forcibly  portrayed,  fortunately  no 
such  case  could  occur  under  the  new  Poor- 
law,  for  the  law  enacted,  that  all  paupers 
of,  or  above,  sixty  years  of  age  should  re- 
ceive out-door  reli^.    Under  the  new  law 
out-door  relief  was  granted  to  all  who  were 
old  or  infirm-— to  the  able-bodied,   when 
any  accident  or  illness  prevented  them  from 
working.  The  law  only  refused  out- door  re- 
lief to  the  able-bodied  when  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  strength— -and  it  then  ofirered 
them  an  asylum  (if  they  were  thrown  out  of 
work), only  so  far  less  eligible  than  their  own 
homes'as  toprevent  overwhelming  multitudes 
from  ruidiing  in.     It  was  easy  to  call  the 
workhouse^  a  prison,  a  bastile ;  and  tbe  la- 
bourer deserved  to  be  respected,  who,  by 
his  own  exertions,  kept   himself  and  his 
familv  out  of  its  walls.     But  tbat  man  had 
no  right  to  call  it  no  place  for  him  who 
chose  to  live  upon  his  neighbours.    It  was 
necessary  to  make  the  workhouse  to  a  cer- 
tain degree  a  less  eligible  residence  than 
the  cottage.     It  was  in  every  respect  better 
than  the  cottage,  except  one,  which  was 
restraint.     The  rooms  were  warmer  ;  the 
diet  was  more  nutritious ;  and  what  dis- 
tinction could  be  devized  less  cruel  than  a 
restraint,  which  was  by  no  means  unmiti- 
gated, or  inflexibly  enforced.    But  it  was 
said,  the  new  Poor-law  might  be  tolerated 
in  rural  districts,  but  was  not  adapted  to 
lai^  manufacturing  towns.    Now  he  con- 
fessed he  could  not  see  why  it  was  not  as 
applicable  to  the  one  as  to  the  other— -be- 
cause &ictuation  is  tbe  condition  of  trade 


•^because  an  operative  knows  befiiiduHidi» 
that  he  will  be  occasionally  out  of  work,: 
just  as  a  mason  knows  that  he  will  bsvB' 
nothing  to  do  in  the  winter ;  because,  when 
trade  is  brisk,  the  wages  of  the  operative 
are  high;   far  higher  than  those  of  iko' 
agricultund  labourer ;    and  because  tbat 
system  is  his  friend  which  teaches  him  to 
lay  by  a  part  of  those  bish  wages  against  a 
day  of  depression,  instead  of  getting  drunk 
with  them  two  days  in  the  week..  Ho 
knew,  tbat  at  times,  the  depression  of  tnidf 
would  continue  so  long  as  to  exhaust  a  little 
store.    But  on  such    occasions    the    law. 
might  easily  be  relaxed,  and  sucb  emergen- 
cies never  came  on  so  suddenly  as  not  to 
allow  time  to  obtain  the  commissionec^sf 
sanction.     The  bon.  Member  had  reoom- 
mended  that  an  exception  should  be  made 
in  favour  of  the  meritorious  poor,    and 
doubtless,  the   feelings  inclined  to  mak^ 
such  an  exception  $  but  if  such  a  clause 
were  introduced,  he  feared  it  would  open 
the  door  so  widely  as  to  bring  back  some- 
thing very  like  the  abuses  of  tbe  old  sys- 
tem.    If  once  it  were   enacted,  tbat  all 
able-bodied  men  of  not  a  decidedly  bad  cha- 
racter, should  receive  out-door  relief,  how 
few  would  not  get  it?     What  guardian 
would  feel  disposed  to  pass  the  sentence? 
The  better  way  would  be  to  meet  bard  cases 
with  private  charity.     Charity  should  be 
the  handmaid  of  the  new  Poor-law,  and 
should  provide  for  such  cases  as  no  law 
could  define  or  comprehend.     He  believed, 
in  his  conscience,  that  the  welfare  of  Eng- 
land, especially  the  wdfare  of  the  workinff 
classes,  depended  upon  the  maintenance  of 
the  new  Poor-law.    Let  it  be  administered 
with  judgment,  and  with  mercy,  but  let 
it  not  be  repealed.    The  bon.  Member  for 
Finsbuiy  had  appealed  to  the  opponents  of 
her  Majesty's  Ministers.    After  his  exam- 
ple, he  (Mr.  Knight)  would  appeal  to  tbat 
great  Conservative  body,  wiUi  whom  he 
esteemed  it  an  honour  to  act,  and  intreat 
them  not  to  assail  the  new  Poor-law,  be* 
cause  it  happened  to  be  a  Whig  measure^ 
This  was  a  subject  with  which  par^  ggirii 
should  not  interfere.     He  had  sumciendj 
shown  that  he  was  little  disposed  to  over-. 
look  the  errors  of  her  Majesty's  Ministenk 
But  when  they  deviated  into  right,  when 
they  adopted  such  measures  as  the  Tithe 
Commutation  Bill,  ^e  new  Poor-law,  and 
he  would  add,  the  treaty  of  hut  July,  he 
should  consider  himself  a  bad  citizen,  if  he 
did  not  ffive  them  his  frank  and  hearty  suih 

Cnrt.    If  he  thought,  that  the  new  Pooc. 
w  was  calculated  only  to  save  the  nioAij 
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of  dM  rtte-payeif ,  he  should  be  the  fint 
men  to  oppoie  it,  but  as  he  was  satisfied, 
ikU  its  result  would  be  the  amelioration  of 
the  eonditioii  of  the  poor,  in  spite  of  any 
unpopularity  whioh  might  be  the  oonse- 
quenoe^  he  was  prepared  to  give  it  his  ful- 
kit  support.  In  making  these  observations 
he  wiMed  to  guard  himself  against  being 
supposed  to  approve  of  every  clause  of  the 
praiont  bill.  Some  of  the  clauses  had  his 
eoncuoenoe,  others,  ho  thought,  would  re- 
quire amendment  But  of  these  details  it 
would  be  best  to  treat  when  the  bill  was 
in  oommittee. 

Mr.  Buck§  regretted,  that  the  noble 
Lord  bad  not  brought  in  a  bill  on  this 
subject  early  in  the  last  Session,  for  the 
purpose  of  remedying  the  discontent 
which  existed  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  It  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the 
present  measure  was  calculated  to  remove 
these  disconteots,  and,  unless  greatly  mo- 
diBed  in  several  of  its  clauses,  the  noble 
Lord  would  meet  with  no  little  difficulty 
in  finding  persons  who  would  consent  to 
be  instrumental  in  carrying  it  out«  It 
waa  evident  that  the  feelings  of  the  House 
were  very  much  divided  with  respect  to 
ihe  measure.  It  was  possible,  however, 
that  an  efficient  measure  might  be  passed, 
which  would  afford  much  benefit  to  the 
community,  but  that  could  only  be  done 
by  an  auurance  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Lord,  that  he  would  allow  some  consi- 
derable alterations  to  be  made  in  the 
clauses  of  the  present  bill.  There  was 
one  thing  to  which  be  would  particularly 
direct  the  attention  of  the  House.  He 
viewed  with  alarm,  and  many  other  per- 
sons were  of  the  same  opinion,  the  unre- 
stricted powers  professed  to  be  given  to 
the  assistant-commissioners,  and  which 
were  at  present  exercised  to  so  great  an 
oxtent.  There  was  one  case  which  he 
would  state  to  the  House  as  having  oc- 
onrred  in  his  own  neighbourhood.  A 
iNghly  retpectable  gentleman,  a  county 
maspatratei  attended  a  meeting  which  was 
hsM  al  Barnstaple,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
psoasing  public  opinion  with  respect  to 
Ihe  operation  of  the  New  Poor-law.  The 
gMllenian  to  whom  he  alluded  was  called 
to  the  chairi  and  his  presidency  was  the 
beat  taanrance  that  the  proceedings  would 
be  conducted  with  orcler  and  decorum. 
The  House,  he  was  assured,  would  hear 
with  astonishment  that  this  gentleman 
received  e  letter  from  an  assbtant  Poor* 
law  commissioner  to  appear  before  him 


on  the  following  Monday,  and  be  waaltMr* 
ther  given  to  understand  that  he  ahonM  be 
held  guilty  of  a  misdemeanour  if  be  did 
not  attend.  He  applied  to  have  the  as* 
sistance  of  a  professional  adviser,  which 
application  waa  refused,  and  be  was  held 
from  the  Monday  to  the  Wednesday  under 
an  ordeal  of  question  and  orosa-queaiion, 
and  ultimately  an  affidavit  aa  to  the  truth 
of  the  statement  which  he  had  made  at 
the  meeting  was  required  of  him.  He 
would  have  stated  these  facts  at  an  earlier 
period,  had  he  not  been  afraid  that  he 
might  make  some  unintentional  misrepre- 
sentation with  respect  to  them.  He,  how- 
ever, had  written  to  the  gentleman  in 
question,  and  had  his  corroborative  an- 
swer in  his  pocket.  He  was  sore,  that 
neither  the  noble  Lord  nor  the  Members 
of  thai  House  would  grant  such  an  arbi- 
trary power  to  any  Poor-law  commissioner. 
He  called  on  the  noble  Lord  to  inquire 
into  these  facts ;  and  if  such  power  was 
found  to  exist  in  the  persons  of  the  com- 
missioners, he  hoped,  if  it  were  the  will  of 
the  House  that  the  commissioners  should 
be  continued,  means  would  be  adopted 
for  curtailing  a  power,  the  exercise  of 
which  he  was  satisfied  was  highly  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Mr.  Muntz  had  been  long  aware  that 
the  great  misfortune  of  the  people  of  the 
country  was,  thattboae  who  were  the  law- 
makers were  not  the  law-workers.  If  the 
noble  Lord  and  his  coHeaguea  were  to  net 
as  Poor-law  guardians  for  only  six  months, 
they  would  never  attempt  to  enforce  aneh 
an  obnoxious  law,  for  it  made  no  distine* 
tk>n  between  the  boneat,  indostrtoua  nsan 
and  the  idle,  dissolute,  and  drunken 
vagabond.  If  those  stupid  farmers  who 
made  up  wages  out  of  the  Poor-rates,  had 
discovered  that  they  paid  thoee  rates  them- 
selves, and  therefore  gained  nothing  by 
the  practice,  thev  would  have  remedied 
the  thing  themselves,  as  be  had  seen  it 
remedied  in  other  places.  He  remen:- 
bered  a  period  when  the  same  praelice 
existed  in  the  town  of  Birmingham,  but  in 
a  very  short  time  it  was  cured,  and  there 
was  no  danger  that  it  would  ever  under 
any  circumstances  be  revived.  It  was 
said,  that  there  had  been  a  great  saving 
under  this  law.  He  doubted  the  truth 
of  that  statement.  From  all  that  he  could 
learn,  the  amount  of  wages  at  present  was 
fully  equal  to  what  it  had  been  befcea  the 
passing  of  the  present  law.  [deeri.]  Hie 
noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Russell)  chaciad 
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that  statement,  but  he  believed,  that  no 
saving  had  been  effected  in  the  aggregate 
by  the  operation  of  the  Poor-law.  Now, 
whatever  might  be  the  experience  of  other 
Gentlemen,  his  experience  was  uniformly 
to  this  effect.  He  had  never  known  a  man 
of  kindly  feeling  who  was  overseer  for  the 
space  of  six  months,  who  did  not,  in  that 
time,  become  callous  to  the  representations 
of  those  who  were  placed  under  his  con- 
trol. That  being  the  case,  what  must  be 
the  feelings  of  those  who  were  permanently 
masters  of  workhouses,  who  had  held  that 
office  for  two,  three,  five,  or  six  years  ? 
Many  instances  of  the  cruelty  of  these 
persons  had  been  related  to  the  House  by 
tlie  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury,  and  let 
them  not  imagine,  that  these  were  the  only 
cases,  although  there  were  few  men  of  the 
same  energy  apd  ability  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury  to  bring  them  before  the 
country.  These  were  not  the  only  points 
in  which  the  law  was  objectionable,  and 
in  which  its  severity  and  injustice  were 
manifested.  There  ought,  undoubtedly,  to 
be  a  distinction  made  between  large  towns, 
where  great  numbers  were  frequently 
thrown  out  of  employment,  and  small 
places,  where  the  distress  was  upon  a  much 
smaller  scale.  He  had  seen  10,000  men 
thrown  out  of  employment  at  once.  When 
they  applied  for  relief,  they  were  told  that 
they  might  come  into  the  House,  but  they 
would  not  accept  the  offer.  In  fact  it 
was  not  intended  that  they  should ;  there 
was  not  sufficient  room  for  them ;  and  the 
offer  was  made  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  rid  of  them.  The  intention  of  the 
law,  perhaps,  was  good,  but  its  effect  was 
most  unjust  and  severe.  He  was  quite 
confident,  that  if  the  noble  Lord  and  his 
colleagues  knew  the  working  of  the  law, 
they  would  be  the  last  men  not  only  to 
bring  it  in,  but  even  to  vote  for  it.  Feel- 
ing as  he  did  the  gpreatest  objection  to  the 
renewal  of  the  commission  for  ten  years ; 
believing,  as  he  had  long  believed,  that 
the  Poor-laws  Bill,  like  the  Factory  Bill, 
and  several  others  which  he  could  name, 
were  the  effects  of  an  erroneous  view  of 
finance,  and  calculated  to  inflict  a  deep 
injury  upon  the  country,  he  would  do  all 
in  his  power  to  prevent  the  passing  of  the 
law,  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  Liddell  said,  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  vote  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury,  against  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill ;  in  doing  so  he  would  observe, 
that  he  could  not  concur  in  everything 


that  had  fallen  from  that  Qentleman  in 
the  course  of  his  able  speech ;  he  could 
not  join  in  the  strong  languap:e  that  had 
been  used ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  he 
would  be  found  in  company  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  when  the  division  took  place. 
He  objected  most  emphatically  to  ibe 
principle  of  extending  the  Poor-law  com- 
mission for  the  period  of  ten  years  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  inta  effect  the  enact* 
ments  of  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Bill 
The  noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  had 
thought  it  expedient  in  the  course  of  bis 
speech  to  take  an  historical  survey  of  this 
measure,  and  had  in  doing  so  brought  un- 
der the  notice  of  the  House  a  long  list  of 
grievances  which  existed  prior  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Bill 
by  a  Government  which  consisted  of  many 
Gentlemen  who  now  administered  the 
affairs  of  the  country.  He  thought  that 
the  noble  Lord  might  have  spared  himaelf 
that  trouble,  for  be  had  no  doubt  that  the 
old  law  required  much  revision ;  that,  if 
some  alteration  had  not  taken  place,  much 
dissension  would  have  arisen.  Independ- 
ently of  his  repudiation  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill  before  the  House,  he  had  great 
objections  to  specific  clauses,  which  be 
considered  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  that  class  for  whose  benefit  it 
was  said  to  be  framed.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury,  had  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House  several  cases  in  which 
the  law  had  operated  most  harshly  in 
populous  manufacturing  districts;  but  in 
rural  districts  it  had  also  given  rise  to 
much  misery  and  distress,  although  be 
was  willing  to  confess,  that  in  the  rural 
district  in  which  he  resided  it  had  operated 
tolerably  well.  For  what  purpose  was 
the  Poor-law  Amendment  Bill  introduced? 
What  objects  had  its  originators  in  view 
in  concocting  the  measure  ?  It  was  cer- 
tainly to  benefit  some  one  class  of  iHe 
community ;  but  he  maintained  that  It 
was  impossible  for  the  hon.  Member  who 
supported  the  Government  measure  to 
specify  any  one  class  who  had  been  bene- 
fited by  the  alteration  in  the  law.  The 
condition  of  the  poor  had  not  been  alle- 
viated, and  very  little  or  no  saving  had 
been  made  in  the  parish  rates.  It  was 
true,  as  had  been  stated,  that  in  the  un- 
ion of  Alnwick  2,000/.  a-ycar  had  been 
saved,  but  in  the  union  in  which  he  resided 
no  such  good  result  had  followed  ;  in  faef, 
no  saving  had  been  made  at  all.  It  hid 
been  found  that  men  could  nolbe  got  lo 
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act  as  guardians  unless  they  were  well  re- 
munerated for  their  services,  and  thia  pay- 
ment must  be  made  from  the  rates.    Ac- 
cording to  the  noble  Lord's  bill,  all  paid 
overseers  would  be  ineligible  to  act  as 
guardians.     He  (Mr.  Liddell)  considered 
this  clause  very  objectionable,  and  if  not 
struck  out,  or  materially  altered,  it  would 
throw  many  unions  into  great  disorder. 
But  his  great  and  serious  objection  to  ihe 
bill   was,   that    it   perpetuated   the    cen- 
tral board  for  so  long  a  period  as  ten  years. 
Against  this  portion  of  the  bill  he  enter- 
tained well-founded  and  constitutionnl  ob- 
jections.    Was  such  a  board,  with  almost 
unlimited  powers,  with  a  jurisdiction  ex- 
tending over  the  whole  of  this  country, 
endowed  with  legal  power  to  govern  al- 
most every  parish  and  district  in  the  king- 
don,  possessing  authority  beyond  the  law, 
for  one  moment  to  be   tolerated  ?     He 
•ntreated  the  House  to  pause  before  they 
allowed  a  bill  to  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  Legislature   containing  a  clause  of 
inch  a  character.     He  could  not  believe 
that  the  House  would  give  its  consent  to 
the  bill.     It  was  not  only  the  object  of 
the  Government  measure  to  empower  the 
central  board  to  exercise  this  authority  for 
a  period  of  ten  years,  but  the  commis- 
sioners were  to  be  endowed  with'  new  and 
extraordinary  powers.    To    the    seventh 
clause  of  this  bill  he  had  a  serious  objec- 
tion.    It  proposed  to  relieve  the  commis- 
sioners at  Somerset-house  from  the  neces- 
sity of  specifying  and  publishing  the  rules 
which  they  intend  to  issue  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  unions.     In  his  union  much 
evil  had  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  central  board  not  issuing  specific  re- 
gulations for  its  Government.     He  consi- 
dered this  clause  pregnant  with  evil,  and 
one  which  he   could  not  support.     He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Fins- 
bury,  in  lamenting  the  want  of  a  court  of 
appeal  from  the  judgments  of  the  Poor- 
law  guardians  and  from  the  central  board. 
If  such  a  court  were  established,  it  was 
his  belief  that  many  cases  of  hardship, 
cmeltj,  and  oppression,  would  be  exposed 
to  the  public  eye,  aud  thus  beneBt  would 
rtiiilt.    The  opponents  of  this  measure 
bad  been  asked  what  they  would  substitute 
instead  of  the  central  board,    were  its 
functions  to  cease  ?  It  was  his  belief,  that 
the  board  of  guardians,  if  properly  consti- 
tuted, could  act  for  all  useful  purposes 
wiihont  the  central  board.     He  did  not 
believei  for  one  moment,  if  they  were  dele- 


gated with  proper  authority,  that  any  of 
those  evils  which  spring  out  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  old  law  would  again  arise.  It 
was  his  opinion,  that  the  guardians  of  the 
poor  were  alive  to  the  mal-admiuiatralioo 
of  the  old  system  of  poor-laws,  and  that 
they  never  would  dare  to  introduce  into 
the  districts  over  which  they  presided  the 
objectionable  portions  of  that  system.  On 
these  grounds  he  was  induced  to  believe 
that  the  existence  of  a  board  of  guardians 
rendered  a  board  of  commissioners  at 
Somerset-house  unnecessary.  He  thought 
that  the  relief  afforded  to  the  poor  by  rule 
and  square,  as  measured  out  by  the  com- 
missioners at  Somerset-house,  was  abhor- 
rent to  the  feelings  of  the  humane,  and 
repugnant  to  the  genins  of  Christianity; 
Its  effect  had  been  to  alienate  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  from  those  who  were 
placed  in  authority  over  them.  Cases  of 
great  hardships  had  occurred  ;  the  feelings 
of  the  community  had  been  blunted  ;  aiHl 
a  great  portion  of  the  public  had  been  in- 
duced to  array  itself  in  opposition  to  a  law 
which  oppressed  so  severely  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community.  For  these 
reasons  he  would  not  consent  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  central  board  for  a  longer 
period  than  was  necessary  for  them  to 
wind  up  their  accounts  with  the  public. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  wished  to  state,  as 
shortly  as  he  could,  the  reasons  for  the  vote 
which  he  was  about  to  ffive  in  favour  of  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill.  He  might 
commence  by  stating,  that  two  main  Ques- 
tions had  been  startd  in  the  course  of  Uie 
present  discusdon :  first,  whether  or  no  it 
was  advisable  to  adhere  to  or  abandon  the 
great  experiment,  which  had  been  begun  in 
1834  for  the  improvement  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Poor-laws^-that  was  the 
greatest  and  most  important  question  ;  and 
secondly,  whether,  supposing  it  was  de- 
sirable to  adhere  to  that  experiment,  it 
were  or  were  not  advisable  to  continue  the 
administration  of  the  new  system  under  the 
superin tendance  of  a  central  board  of  com- 
missioners. Now,  he  for  one  did  not  cod.- 
sent  to  the  experiment  for  the  amendment  of 
the  administration  of  the  Poor-laws  from 
any  desire  merely  to  effect  a  pecuniary 
saving ;  he  bad  never  contemplated  as  the 
chief  advantage  of  that  experiment,  that 
it  was  to  cause  the  diminution  of  the  rates : 
he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
great  experiment  should  be  made  from  an 
actual  experience  of  evils,  which  appeared 
to  admit  of  no  delays   which  wer^  as  § 
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cancer,  eating  into  the  vitals  of  the  coun- 
try, paralysing  the  powers  of  the  industrious 
classes,  and  v^hich  called  for  a  remedy  that 
should  absolutely  excise  the  disease.  He 
was  disposed  to  agree  with  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman (the  Member  for  Fiusbury)  that 
the  time  selected  for  the  introduction  of  the 
original  bill  was  well  chosen  ;  he  was  in- 
clined to  doubt  whether,  if  a  Conservative 
Government  had  made  the  proposal,  the 
results  would  have  been  precisely  the 
same ;  he  could  very  well  believe,  that  if  a 
Conservative  Government  had  made  the 
experiment,  and  that  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  others  who  thought  with  him  had 
made  those  appeals  and  used  those  argu- 
ments which  they  now  adopted,  he  was 
ready  to  conceive  that  under  such  circum- 
stances there  would  have  been  great  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  into  effect  any  experiment 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Poor-laws.  He 
readily  admitted,  that  it  did  require  the  co- 
operation of  both  the  great  political  parties 
in  the  State  to  effect  the  alteration,  and  he 
was  bound  to  say,  that  this  co-operation 
could  be  more  readily  obtained — that  the 
experiment  was  more  easily  made — under 
the  auspices  of  those  in  whom  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was  disposed  to  place  almost  un- 
bounded confidence  than  under  the  auspices 
of  their  political  opponents.  They  were, 
however,  too  apt  to  forget  the  state  of 
things,  to  meet  which  alone  the  new  Poor- 
law  was  made.  It  was  not  unnatural  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  should  dwell  almost  exclu- 
sively on  the  evils  which  they  were  actually 
experiencing,  and  that  they  should  some- 
what forget  those,  however  great  they  might 
be,  of  which  their  memory  was  not  quite  so 
full.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  was 
of  great  importance,  that  he  should  remind 
the  House  of  the  real  state  of  things  at  the 
time  when  the  alteration  of  the  Poor-law 
came  under  discussion,  and  when  that  al- 
teration was  made,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  politic  and  just.  He  did  not  think  it 
necessary,  for  this  purpose,  that  he  should 
refer  to  the  evidence  of  partisans  in  favour 
either  of  the  old  system  or  of  the  new  law. 
Whilst  the  hon.  Gentleman  was  speaking, 
he  recollected  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  that  House,  which  was  not  appointed  for 
the  immediate  purpose  of  considering  the 
Poor-law,  but  to  examine  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  agricultural  labourer,  and  which 
report  was  made  long  before  the  Poor-law 
commission  was  appointed.  In  the  year 
1824  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  amount  of  the  labourers*  wages, 
and  before  which  evidence  of  the  condition 
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of  the  agricultural  labourers  in  several  parts 
of  the  country  was  taken.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  Member  for  Finsbury,  thought 
that  the  agricultural  labourers  had  a  right 
to  complain  of  the  diminished  amount  of 
poor-rate  that  was  paid  to  them.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  contrasted  the  increase 
in  the  value  of  property,  the  increato 
in  the  amount  of  taxation,  and  the  general 
increase  of  wealth,  with  the  diminished 
amount  of  relief  that  was  given  to  the  poor, 
and  he  thought,  that  this  diminution  gave 
to  the  poor  a  good  ground  of  complaint. 
Now,  he  would  take  from  the  report  to 
which  he  had  referred,  the  instance  of 
a  hundred  in  which,  at  least,  that  ground 
of  complaint  did  not  arise,  and  in  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would,  in  fact,  find  a 
continued  and  progressive  increase  in  the 
amount  of  money  applied  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor.  He  took  the  hundred  of  Bly- 
thing,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.  A  wit* 
ness  produced  an  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture in  this  hundred  from  Lady-day,  1810, 
to  Lady-day,  1823.  Under  the  head  of 
unemployed  poor,  there  was  a  progressive 
increase  in  the  amount  of  the  rate,  and 
likewise  an  increase  in  the  amount  profes- 
sedly applied  towards  the  relief  of  the  able 
bodied  poor.  I'he  sum  applied  in  this 
hundred  for  the  payment  of  unemployed 
poor  from  Lady-day,  1810,  to  Lady-day, 
1811,  was  1/.  3f. ;  from  Lady-day.  1811, 
to  Lady-day,  1812,  it  was  IZ.  12*.;  from 
Lady-day,  1812,  to  Lady-day,  1813,  it 
was  3/. ;  in  the  year  ending  Lady-day^ 
1824,  it  was  6/.;  in  the  next  year,  5Z.; 
and  it  went  on  increasing  to  1,384/.  in 
1816;  to  2,297/.  in  1822;  and  it  had  ad- 
vanced  from  1/.  3.9  ,  in  1811,  to  3,536/.,  in 
1824.  This  hundred  embraced  forty-six 
parishes ;  it  was  an  incorporated  hundred, 
and  it  had  within  it  a  house  of  industry. 
With  this  progressive  increase  of  the  rates, 
with  this  progressive  increase  in  the  amount 
of  relief  paid  to  the  poor,  what  was  the 
result }  Were  the  poor  much  happier  I 
Did  the  moral  condition  of  the  poor  in- 
crease, with  this  increased  application  for 
relief  ?  Did  their  actual  comfort  increase  ? 
The  witness  was  asked  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  the  unemployed  poor  ?  And  his 
reply  was,  that  with  respect  to  the  unem- 
ployed poor,  they  were  generally  relieved 
from  the  poor-rates,  they  were  without 
employment,  and  were  receiving  relief  as 
the  wages  of  indolence.  He  was  then 
asked,  what  effect  he  had  found  produced 
by  the  present  system  of  giving  relief  in- 
stead of  employ  )    He  repliedj^  th%t  tb^  tf<* 
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feet  was  dreadful.  It  totally  demoralieed 
the  lower  orders  and  made  them  poachers, 
thieves^  and  robbers.  Yet  there  had  been 
a  progressive  increase  in  the  amount  of  the 
sums  paid  fbr  rates.  This  was  the  state  of 
the  perfectly  unemployed  poor  in  the  year 
1824.  The  witness  was  then  asked, 
"  Have  you  observed,  in  your  memory, 
that  the  quantity  of  crime  has  increased  ?" 
The  answer  was,  *'  undoubtedly,  during  the 
last  five  years  especially.**  The  relief  in 
money,  instead  of  labour,  hud  had  a  la- 
mentable consequence ;  it  had  broken  the 
bond  of  union  between  the  labourer  and 
the  employer.  Formerly  the  labourer 
was  employed  for  many  years  upon  the 
same  farm,  or  under  the  same  master,  and 
there  was  a  mutual  good  feeling ;  that  mu- 
tual fueling  no  longer  existed  ;  the  labour- 
en  were  the  mere  servants  for  the  day,  or 
for  the  particular  work ;  they  were  cast  off 
as  soon  as  the  work  was  done  to  find  ex- 
islenoet  if  they  could  by  labour,  and  if  not, 
from  the  poor-rates.  There  were  gene- 
rally in  each  parish,  from  five  to  forty 
unemployed,  who  were  engaged  during  the 
day  in  idle  games  to  pass  their  time  away, 
in  insulting  persons  who  passed  by,  or  in 
takins  sleep,  to  make  them  more  ready  for 
their  labours  at  night  $  no  one  would  apply 
for  work,  because  they  were  sure  of  sup- 
port from  the  poor-rates.  This  was  the 
state  of  things  with  the  increased  relief. 
KoW,  suppose  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
gone  down  and  spoken  to  these  unemployed 
men  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  addres- 
sed the  House  that  night :  the  poor  would 
say,  **  Here  are  new  regulations  introduced. 
Heretofbre  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  four  or  five  shillings  a*week  out 
of  the  poor-rates  for  doing  nothing ;  and 
here  it  is  all  changed."  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man might  have  addressed  to  them  the  in- 
flammatory speech  which  he  had  now  ad- 
dressed to  the  House,  *'  What  a  scandalous 
shame  it  is  to  withhold  from  you  your  four 
or  five  shillings  a- week  !  You  have  a  very 
large  family,  and  it  is  too  true  that  you 
ealinot  get  employment.  What  a  scandal- 
ItNM  thing  it  is  to  overturn  a  practice  that 
has  existd  for  the  last  fifteen  years !  You 
liive  a  clear  right  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
roem  to  a  continuance  of  this  allowance." 
The  hon.  Gentleman  might,  in  such  a 
case  as  this,  obtain  the  distinction  of  ex- 
citing the  feelings  of  the  ptx>r — totally  dis- 
regarding the  considerations  that  ought  to 
weigh  with  rational  men,  and  which  made 
them  look  upon  the  allowance  as  a  great 
ground  of  evil.     Sfippole  that  the  Legisla- 


ture should  consider  that  the  etPant  of  in^ 
discriminate  relief  to  the  able-bodied  poor, 
without  requiring  any  labour,  tended  to 
degrade  the  individual ;  that  it  was  tinjust 
to  the  man  hovering  on  the  confines  of 
utter  disability  to  pay  the  rate,  and  yet 
displaying  the  utmost  rcluctailce  himself 
to  receive  relief;  suppose  the  Legist 
lature  should  be  of  opinion  that  It 
was  desirable  to  apply  some  such  test 
OS  the  workhouse  test,  saying,  **  we 
will  supply  you  with  food,  with  lodging, 
and  with  clothes,  in  case  of  necessity,  but  we 
will  require  you  to  reside  in  the  workhouse.'* 
Suppose  the  Legislature  should  be  of  opinion 
that  some  such  test  would  have  the  effect 
of  doing  justice  to  the  humble,  but  indus- 
trious rate-payer,  whilst  it  would  also  im- 
prove the  moral  character,  and  ultimately, 
as  a  consequence,  the  physical  condition  of 
the  labourer  himself; — did  the  ban.  Gen- 
tleman deny  that  the  Legislature  might  be 
fairly  called  upon  to  adopt  the  improved 
system  ?  It  was  not  possible  to  adopt  that 
improved  system,  without  givitig  rise  to 
cases  of  individual  hardship,  and  of  indi- 
vidual distress.  Deeply  did  he  lament  that 
there  should  be  these  cases  of  individual 
distress  ;  but  they  must  come  to  their  de- 
termination upon  the  general  principle, 
they  could  not  come  to  a  decision  in  conse- 
quence of  any  individual  cases  of  distress, 
lamentable  as  he  admitted  those  cases  to  b^ 
Still  he  thought  that  they  heard  more  at 
present  of  individual  cases  of  abuse  than 
formerly.  Under  the  old  system  there 
were  small  workhouses  in  independent,  and 
perhaps  distant  parishes.  They  were  under 
the  direct  influence  of  an  overseer,  who 
might  have  a  large  pecuniary  interest  in 
increasing  or  diminishing  the  rates,  and  he 
was  inclined  to  believe  that  many  abuses 
which  then  existed  were  never  heard  of. 
They  were  of  a  more  aggravated  kind,  be- 
cause they  were  entirely  excluded  from  the 
public  eye.  He  did  not  deny  the  existence 
of  abuses  now,  and  he  hoped  that  one  of  the 
consequences  of  the  central  system  would 
be,  to  draw  public  attention  to  these  abuses. 
He  trusted  that  they  did  hear  more  now  of 
the  abuses  that  existed,  but  it  did  not 
follow  from  this  that  the  actual  amount  of 
abuses  was  greater  than  under  the  former 
system.  It  was  from  such  a  consideration, 
and  not  from  any  hope  of  any  pecuniary 
benefit — it  was  in  the  hope  and  in  die 
belief  that  a  new  test  would  improve  the 
condition  of  the  labourer  himself,  and  that 
it  would  tcarh  him  the  happiness  add  the 
pride  of  an  independent  potttioii,  that  be 
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had  coiiBeiitedi  to  the  altemtum  in  the  law;  t  the  nujoritj  of  porUiea,  either  fiott  {^ 
and  he  should  greatlj  regret»  after  the  es-  norance  of  the  Iaw>  or  from  mitap^Wi 
jieiiie  that  had  been  already  incurred—    '  *'      "  -    -     - 

althouf^  that  was  a  minor  oonttderation, 
which  if  he  were  conyineed  it  was  neces- 
sary he  would  entirely  overlook— <he  should 
greatly  regrel  the  necessity  >  were  it  proved, 
of  alMindoning,  after  a  trial  of  only  five 
years,  the  extensive  experiment  whicn  they 
had  begun  in  1834^  If  they  did  abandon  it, 
what  system  were  they  to  adopt  in  its  stead  ? 
He  hfld  not  heard  from  any  hon.  Gen  tie- 
mi  n  who  had  addressed  the  House^  any 
suggestion  of  a  new  plan.  Then  if  the 
present  system  was  to  be  adhered  o,  as  he 
thought  it  ought—^if  they  were  to  sanction 
the  principle  oi  the  new  Poor-law,  to  at- 
tempt the  application  of  some  test  by  which 
they  should  he  enaUed  to  distinguish  the 
virtuous  and  industrious  from  the  dishonest 
and  idle  labourer ;  if  they  were  to  do  their 
duty  to  that  lar»e  dass  of  rate-payers  upon 
which  the  rates  fell  most  heavily,  who  were 
endeavouring  to  maintain  an  eaistence  as 
independent  labourers,  and  towards  whom 
the  admission  of  a  fraudulent  claimant  on 
the  rate  would  be  a  great  injusticOf  he  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  fit 
to  abandon  the  experiment  upon  which 
th«r  had  entered,  if,  then,  it  was  fit  to 
maintain  the  system,  should  the  whole  of 
the  more  efietual  working  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  boards  of  guardians,  free  ftom 
all  interibrence,  or  should  they  have  any 
oeiitxal  body  or  board  to  control  the  indi* 
vidttid  bownls  of  guardians  ?  Should  they 
take  this  step  as  a  matter  of  [precaution 
esainsl  abuse?  Now,  upon  this  point,  he 
did  not  think  that  the  speech  of  the  hon» 
Member  fat  Birmingham  had  led  to  any 
conclusion  which  proved  he  was  very  logicd 
in  his  argument  The  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  in  rormer  times  the  law  was  not  bad, 
but  that  there  was,  in  difierent  parts  of  the 
eonntry,  a  great  difference  in  the  mode  of 
its  administration ;  above  all,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tletnan  said,  that  the  system  of  paying 
wages  oiit  of  the  poor's  rates  Ought  to  le 
disoiuntenanccd ;  and  he  added,  that  there 
were  under  the  old  system  some  parishes  in 
which  what  the  hon.  Member  called  the 
''  stupid  farmers"  acted  erroneously,  and 
introduoed  a  lax  and  improper  practice,  and 
did  pay  rates  in  aid  of  wages.  That  was 
just  the  evil  which  he  expected  to  remedy 
by  means  of  the  central  authority.  There 
was  a  dtfierence  in  the  practice  of  adminiit- 
teririg  the  principle  of  the  Act  of  Eliaa- 
btih  1  in  some  parishes  it  was  rigidly,  he 
hoped  not  inhumanly  adhered  te^  WhUsI  iH 


humanity,  the  principle  of  the  law  Wil 
departed  ftom»  and  these  individualst 
whom  the  hon.  Gentleman  edled  the  '^slo- 
pid  fisrmeri "  (though  they  did  notj  m  he 
thought,  merit  the  title)^  subjedted  thees- 
selves  to  immense  rotei^  whilst  they  tmarii 
a  most  injurious  e&ot  upon  the  l^uitHa. 
What  he  hoped  and  expecu^  from  the  Cen- 
tral Board  ex  Commissioners  was,  that  thcgr 
should  observe  the  instances  in  whidi  the 
Poor-laws  were  best  administered  for  aU, 
infiicting  the  least  hardship  on  the  pbar« 
and  yet  effecting  the  subordinate  advantage 
of  diminishing  the  rate,  and  hy  observing 
the  bc«t,  they  might  gradually  bring  aboitt 
an  uniform,  a  humane  and  perfect  .svstMli« 
which  would  be  more  i^ieedily  ihtrodueed 
by  the  commissioners  permiading  imd  diriMBl- 
ing  the  hoard  of  guardiansi  Aan  if  th^ 
left  the  boaid  of  gukirdia&s  to  act  upoti 
their  own  independent  bpinioniu  Agafai, 
the  hon.  Gentleiiian,  the  Member  for  Bii»- 
minghami  said  that  there  had  been  nt> 
saving  from  the  amendment  i  far  hn 
argued,  although  thero  had  been  a  nominal 
saving  in  the  amount  of  the  fate  contribntedp 
yet,  that  thero  had  been  an  increased  dwipi 
uponjthe  emj^oyerst  because  thero  had  bee» 
increased  wims  paid  to  the  laboureri  that 
if  they  added  to  the  amount  of  the  tuiitiiig 
rote  the  increased  amount  that  the  edt- 
ployer  pays,  thero  would  on  striking  the 
balance  be  found  tio  reid  saving  to  the 
rate-payer.  He  knew  that  the  hofi<  Gen- 
tleman was  actuated  \i9  the  moat  hutnane 
feelings,  and  that  he  kept  in  hia  emplc^r 
manv  persons.  But  what  was  the  olyeet 
of  tne  amendment?  That  the  yirtuoua 
and  industrious  labourer  might  leeeire  all 
increase  in  the  amount  of  liia  wafes.  He 
rojoioedi  theroforo,  to  h««r  that  the  MmmU 
ment  had  had  this  very  efibctj  th«t  theee 
had^  been  no  real  savidp,  became  of  All, 
addition  to  wages ;  and,  mdeed,  Ihat  UpoM 
the  whole  the  balance  was  agtkinat  the  eat* 
pbyer  and  in  favour  of  theemplofed«  iW 
was  one  great  ol^ject  for  whiiui  he  bad 
hoped ;  he  had  supported  the  amendment 
with  the  desiro  that  the  labourer  should 
receive  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  his 
wages.  The  hon.  Member  for  Finsbui7» 
in  his  illustrations  oi  the  ver^  low  amount 
paid  for  wages  during  the  existenee  of  th^ 
present  law>  had  selected  the  county  of 
Devon*  Now,  it  so  happened^  that  in  the 
county  of  Devon  thero  waa  a  grefter. 
amount  of  relief  giyeh  to  gUe-boditl 
labourers  than  in  any  ether  part  of  Sngt  . 
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land.  The  hon.  Gendeman  nii,  that 
icven  shillings  a  week  only  were  paid  to  the 
labourers  in  Devonshire.  He  admitted* 
that  this  sum  was  quite  insufficient  to  main- 
tain the  labourer  and  his  family ;  but  the 
proper  course  to  inquire  was,  whether  the 
lowness  of  wages  arose  from  the  application 
of  the  workhouse  test ;  for  if  it  did  not,  it 
was  no  argument  against  the  new  Poor- 
law.  He  found,  on  referring  lo  the  tables 
appended  to  the  report  of  the  Foor-la  w  com- 
missioners, that  the  county  of  Devon  was 
the  only  case  of  a  county  in  which  two 
unions  alone  had  received  positive  orders 
to  discontinue  out-door  relief,  and  at  the 
present  moment,  of  all  the  counties  in 
England,  this  was  the  county  in  which 
there  was  the  largest  amount  of  out-door 
relief.  He  did  not  say  that  out-door  re- 
lief was  the  cause  of  the  lowness  of  wages  ; 
they  might  be  effected  by  other  causes, 
but  it  was  singular  that  in  the  very  county 
selected  by  the  hon.* Gentleman  to  show 
the  lowness  of  wages  whilst  the  new  Poor- 
law  was  in  existence,  there  should  be  a 
larger  amount  of  out.door  relief  to  able- 
bodied  paupers,  than  in  any  other  county 
in  Enguind.  On  these  general  grounds, 
then,  remembering  the  evils  of  the  old  sys- 
tem, and  under  the  impression,  that  if  the 
present  system  were  continued,  there  was  a 
mat  chance  of  effecting  good,  especially 
If  the  administration  of  this  new  system 
were  continued  under  the  superintendence 
of  a  central  board  of  commissioners,  he 
•hould  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill  then  before  the  House. 
It  was  necessary  for  him  to  state,  however, 
that  in  voting  for  the  second  reading,  he 
reserved  to  himself  the  fullest  right  of 
judging  of  the  propriety  or  of  rejecting  any 
of  we  clauses,  and  of  dissenting  from  any 
provisioiis  by  which  the  power  of  the  pre- 
sent law  was  to  be  increased  or  amended. 
He  doubted  particularly  the  propriety  of 
continuing  the  commission  for  so  lonsr  a 
time.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  after 
an  experience  of  a  further  continuance  for 
a  short  period,  he  might  not  come  to  the 
oonclusion,  that  the  powers  given  by  the 
present  law  should  still  exist;  and  that 
the  continuance  of  the  commissioners  might 
not  be  advantageous,  or  that  he  might  not 
deem  such  furtner  continuance  advisable  3 
but  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  more  conso- 
nant to  the  opinion  of  the  country  that  the 
subject  should  again,  at  a  short  period,  come 
necessarily  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  He  confessed  that  he  could  not 
tea  UiA  advantage  of  prolonging  the  period 


beyond  6re  years  $  and  he  thought*  thtt  it 
might  be  of  advantage  to  ensure  diemiMi- 
sideration  at  the  end  of  that  period.  It  iad 
not  necessarily  follow  that  there  AaM 
then  l^  a  termination  of  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  if  it  should  be  found 
that  the  system  was  working  welL  It 
was  perfectly  different  from  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber at  the  end  of  five  years  bringing  in  a 
bill  to  close  the  commissioners  labours,  to 
say  that  there  should  be  a  positive  assur- 
ance that  at  the  end  of  five  years  the  matter 
should  be  again  reviewed.  He  knew  the 
advantage,  on  the  other  hand,  of  givinc 
more  permanence  to  the  commission,  and 
increased  authority  to  the  oommiasioBerB ; 
still,  upon  the  whole,  he  thought  that  tf 
they  told  the  commissioners  that  at  the  end 
of  five  years  their  acts  should  be  poeithrdy 
reviewed,  they  would  be  taking  a  greater 
security  for  their  good  conduct  than  if  they 
gave  them  their  seats  for  ten  years.  If  at 
the  end  of  the  five  years  they  should  find 
from  experience  that  the  commission  was 
working  well,  he  was  sure  that  the  good 
sense  of  Parliament  would  consent  to  a  re- 
newal of  the  term.  There  was  another 
reason  which  weighed  with  him  in  con- 
cluding that  the  powers  should  be  re» 
granted  for  the  shorter  term.  A  great 
deal  depended  upon  the  personal  oka* 
racter  of  the  gentlemen  acting  as  eomuui- 
sioners.  Great  powers  deraved  opon 
them ;  they  had  a  power  of  legidation,  and 
he  thought  that  it  was  more  becoming  that 
Parliament  should  reserve  to  itadf  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  re-consideration  of  their  le- 
gislation at  an  early  day.  This  constituted 
an  additional  reason  in  his  mind  for  a  nar. 
rower  limitation  to  the  duration  of  the 
commission  than  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  proposed;  and  he  was  therefore  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  that  a  shorter  period 
than  ten  years  was  more  likely  to  ensure 
from  the  gentlemen,  who  might  be  the 
commissioners,  a  proper  discharge  of  their 
duties.  There  was  another  clause  in  the 
bill  to  which,  as  at  present  advised,  he  en- 
tertained a  great  objection ;  he  alluded  to 
the  clause  which  attached  burial  grounds 
to  the  workhouses.  He  hoped  that  the 
noble  Lord  would  not  encourage  persons  in 
carrying  the  system  too  rigidly  into  effect. 
For  himself,  he  had  never  given  a  vote 
with  any  other  view  than  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  labouring  classes  themtelvei. 
The  abufes  that  existed  be  hoped  to  see  ex- 
posed, and  the  authors  punished,  and  re- 
gretted very  much  every  exposure  qt  a  vio- 
lation of  the  laws,  because  of  the  digested 
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which  it  must  bring  upon  the  law  itself ;  he 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  law  would  be  cai- 
riea  into  execution  with  aa  much  deference 
and  respect  as  possible  to  the  feelingsof  the 
labourers.  If  he  were  told  that  the  poor  of 
this  country  entertained  a  decided  pre- 
ference to  bo  buried  in  consecrated  ground, 
and  wheie  their  ancestors  were  also  burled, 
be  must  say,  that  these  were  feelings  on 
the  part  of  the  poor  which  ought  to  be 
cherished  ;  it  was  a  feeling  that  he  could 
not  help  admiiing,  nor  could  he  see  any  ob- 
jection to  the  performance  of  the  last  sad 
ceremony  within  the  ancient  and  time- 
honoured  limits  of  the  church-yard,  or  in 
allowing  the  poor  to  join  in  death  those 
whom  in  life  they  loved  best.  He  could 
not  sec,  that  the  propowd  change  wes  ne- 
cessary for  the  due  execution  of  the  Poor- 
law.  They  could  not  expect  the  poor  to 
take  any  wide  new  of  the  principles  of  Ie> 
gislation;  and  they  would  feel,  that  they 
were  excluded  from  the  church-yard  if 
they  saw  attached  to  the  workhouse,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  cemeteries  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  its  place.  It  was  intinitely 
better  to  encourage  as  much  as  possible, 
the  good  feelings  of  the  poor  and  their  at- 
tachment to  their  ancient  place  of  worship, 
and  to  withdraw  this  clause,  not  only  out  of 
respect  foe  the  feelings  of  those  who  dreaded 
the  approach  of  death,  but  also  of  those 
who  would  wish  a  complete  separation 
between  the  church-yard  and  the  work- 
house. He  was  sorry  also  to  find  a  great 
power  siven  by  the  bill  to  increase  the 
sixe  of  Uie  existing  unions.  He  could  un- 
derstand some  of  the  advantages  of  an 
extensive  union,  but  he  thought,  that  in 
some  instances  the  desire  of  large  unions 
bad  been  carried  a  little  too  far,  and  in 
some  it  mieht  possibly  do  good,  to  diminish 
the  size.  In  large  unions  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  attendance  of 
guardians,  ana  if  the  relieving  officer  were 
vi^ting  a  remote  part  of  the  large  district 
ia  which  the  guardians  might  be  lax  in  their 
attendance,  or  indifferent  to  the  duties  of 
their  office,  be  could, not  help  thinking,  that 
ports  of  the  union  might  be  too  far  to  be 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  boards  of 
guardians,  and  there  would  be  no  opportu- 
nity, which  always  should  exist,  of  correct- 
ing errors  or  misconduct.  Therefore  he 
would  view  with  considerable  jealousy  any 
attempt  to  extend  the  existing  unions,  and 
generally,  in  giving  his  assent  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  he  would  reserve  to 
himself  the  entire  power  of  considering  the 
operation  of  specific  clauses  of  it.     nliere 
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it  increased  the  powers  of  the  commiasioners 
he  should  require  it  to  be  shown  that  such 
increase  was  absolutely  necessary  ;  and,  in- 
deed, there  could  be  little  doubt  that  each 
clause  would  undergo  that  full  and  entire 
conrideration  on  the  part  of  the  House 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  r*. 
quired.  For  his  own  part,  he  should 
apply  himself  to  the  consideration  of  the 
measure  on  the  principle  which  he  had 
before  laid  down— that  of  a  desire  to  pro- 
vide an  effectual  remedy  for  an  abuse  wnich 
bad  been  gradually  undermining  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  consult  as  far  as  possible  the  feelings  and 
interests  of  that  class  who  were  likely  to 
he  more  particularly  affected  by  the  oper- 
ation of  the  act. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  said,  that  had  not 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  informed  the  House 
of  the  fact,  he  would  scarcely  have  thought 
that  he  could  have  jead  the  ameodment 
ffhich  had  been  moved  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Maidstone,  and  seconded  by  hia 
hon.  colleague.  The  question  (*ns  not, 
whether  they  should  abandon  the  present 
sysiem,  but  whether  they  should  a|ree  ta 
the  second  reading  of  a  bill,  entitled,  "  A 
Bill  to  amend  ^e  present  Act,"  but  in 
which  he  found  en  aggrBvation  of  the 
grounds  of  every  complaint  that  had  been 
made  by  the  people  of  this  country  against 
the  present  system.  The  present  system 
was  admitted,  on  all  hands,  to  require 
amendment,  acd  if  he  could  see  a  prospect 
of  that  amendment  being  effected  by  thit 
bill,  then  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  and 
against  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Maidstone,  which  had  been  se- 
conded by  his  hon.  Colleague.  It  was 
very  well  to  talk  of  speeches  delivered  on 
this  subjesi  in  that  House  being  inflam- 
matory or  irritating — no  doubt  it  was  little 
short  of  treason  to  say  anything  against 
the  commissioners  or  the  present  system—^ 
but  he,  for  one,  would  say,  that  if  (he 
system  was  to  be  continued  at  all,  it  could 
not  be  better  than  in  the  hands  of  thoee 
commissioners,  and  it  was  therefore 
against  the  system  itself  that  he  would 
make  his  stand,  and  on  that  ground  he 
would  make  his  observations  to  the  House. 
He  thought  it  would  have  been  much 
fairer  oa  the  part  of  the  Ooremment  to 
have  introduced  a  short  bill,  of  some  six 
lines  or  so,  merely  stating  that  the  com- 
missioners should  be  perpetual,  and  that 
the  commissioners  should  have  the  full 
powers  of  Commoni,  Lords,  and  Crown  ; 
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for,  in  point  of  fact,  thif  bill  did  confer 
on  them  inch  powers,  seeing  that  it  em- 
powered them   to  make  any  rules  and 
regolations    they    might    think     proper. 
While  on  this    part  of   the  subject,   he 
would  remind  them   that  he  had,  aboot 
two  years  ago,  brought  under  the  notice 
of  the  House  some  genet al  rules  and  or- 
ders which  had  been  issued  from  Somer- 
set House,  wiih  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  clerks  of  unions  by  the  returning  offi- 
cers, and  had  then  asked   whether  those 
particular  rules  had  ever  been  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  prior  to  being 
carried  into  effect  in  more  than  one  union. 
The  answer  which   he  then  rccci? ed  was, 
that  they  had   not  been  so  submitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
not   necessary,  because,  in    the  original 
order,  all  the  names  of  the  unions  in  which 
it  was  10  operate   ha'l   not  been  inserted. 
Now  he  thought  still,  as  he  had  urged 
then,  that  the  laU  persons  who  ought  to 
have  the  apf/ointnient  of  the  clerks  to  the 
uniona  were   the   returning  officers,  be- 
cause, as  it  was  well  known,  that  there 
was  always  a  Liheral  and  a  Tory  list  of 
candidates    for   the   board  of  guardians, 
those  individuals  would  make  their  power 
of  nomination  subservient  to  electioneering 
purposes.     In    fact,    this  very  thing  had 
occurred  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Andrew, 
llolhorn,  and  St.  George  the  Martyr  in 
the  Borough,  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
represent,  where,  in  consequence  of  indi- 
viduals having  been  appointed  who  were 
obnoiioos  to  the  returning  officer,  all  sorts 
of  tricks  were  resorted   to,   in  order  to 
vitiate  the  election.   On  a  reference  to  the 
commissioners,  they  said  that  the  matter 
should  be  rectified.   If  they  had  the  power 
to  do  so,  what  necessity  was  there  for  a 
power  to  that  cflfcct  in  the   present  bill  ? 
If  the  power  existed  in  the  old  bill,  what 
necessity  was  there  for  it  in  the  present  ? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  suggested  that  the 
commission  should  be  renewed,  but  only 
for  6ve  years.     It  was  not  very  difficult  to 
predict,  that  whatever  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet chose  to  suggest.  Ministers  would 
be  sure  to  adopt;  and  he  only  wished, 
therefore,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
recommended  the  continuance  of  the  com- 
missioners for  one  year  only  instead  of 
five.     He  also  felt  pretty  well  secuie  that 
that  clause  wouhl  be  expunged  which  pro- 
vided for  the  burial  of  paupers,  not  in  u 
churchyard,  but  in  a  private  burial-place, 
where  they  would  be  thrown  like  so  many 


dogs — a  danse  io  wfaicfa  there  w»  not 
even  mention  made  that  a  dcfgynan 
should  perform  the  foneral  rites.  He 
thanked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  for  hk 
olHenrations  on  these  points.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  and  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  thought  with  him  were,  however,  verj 
anxious  about  the  fate  of  the  paupers  afior 
death,  but  he  only  wished  they  would  be 
a  little  more  careful  of  them  during  life. 
It  did  appear  hard,  that  after  they  had 
spent  their  lives  cultivating  the  estates  of 
those  gentlemen,  they  should,  as  soon  as 
they  were  no  longer  able  to  labour,  be 
forced  into  the  unions — than  which  a 
greater  punishment  could  not  be  inflicted 
upon  them.  Again,  whv  repeal  the  local 
acts?  Why  dissolve  the  Gilbert  incor- 
porations? When  the  present  act  was 
passed,  it  was  agreed  that  those  unions 
should  not  be  interfered  with,  unless  with 
the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  existing 
guardians :  but,  under  the  noble  Lord's 
bill,  every  one  of  those  might  be  dissolved, 
whether  their  consent  were  obtained  or 
not.  In  factt  this  bill  would  do  by  force 
what  its  framers  knew  it  was  in  vain  to 
attempt  to  do  by  reasoning  and  convictioo, 
for  in  the  metropolis,  in  paiticular,  they 
never  would  bo  able  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  rute- payers  to  the  abolition  of  the 
Gilbert  unions.  They  knew  too  well  it  was  a 
jobbing  act,  and  a  bill  of  cruelty.  It  should 
also  never  be  forgotten,  that  when  the  faoli 
was  found  with  the  old  system  of  PoorJaws^ 
they  were  under  the  administration  of  over* 
seers  and  justices  of  the  peace,  but  that 
now  they  would  be  under  the  adroinistra« 
tion  of  persons  elected  by  the  rate- payers, 
who  never  would  suffer  the  same  abuses 
to  creep  in  again,  that  existed  before  the 
passing  of  the  act  in  lK.34.  If  the  present 
system  were  perfect,  and  worked  so  well, 
why  call  upon  the  House  to  agree  to  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill  ?  Why  not 
leave  the  administration  to  the  discretion 
of  the  rate-payers  ?  The  eflfect  of  this  act 
would  be,  to  disfranchise  the  rate-payers, 
and  he  could  assure  the  noble  Lord,  that 
the  people  of  England  would  not  submit 
to  be  deprived  of  their  rights  without  a 
great  struggle.  This  second  readingwas 
forced  on  with  most  indecent  haste.  Time 
ought  to  have  been  given  to  the  country 
at  large  to  consider  the  measure,  and 
when  this  dcb.nte  went  forth  to  the  public, 
the  strongest  effect  would  be  produced  in 
their  minds  as  to  the  impolicy  of  the  mea- 
sure.    Ill  the  mean  time»  be  hoped  Ibat 
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the  result  of  the  debate  would  give  the 
noble  Lord  a  little  foretaste  of  the  oppo- 
■ttion  which  he  would  receive  in  coni- 
mitiee.  This  he  could  assure  the  noble 
Lord,  that  if  he  wished  to  widen  the 
schism  that  had  grown  up  between  ibc 
higher  aad  the  humbler  classes,  then  he 
would  press  Torward  and  pass  this  bill. 
At  all  events,  he  called  upon  ihe  House 
to  pause  before  they  passed  the  me.-t. 
sure  and  to  pass  one  more  consistent 
with  humanity,  and  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice. 

Mr.  Fox  Maiite  said,  that  as  cordially  as 
the  hon.  Member  hoped  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  not  pass  hia  bill,  so  cordially 
did  he  hope  that  liis  noble  Friend  would 
not  withdraw  it ;  and  in  giving  his  testi- 
mony in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
measure,  he  would  at  least  be  supposed  to 
give  an  impartial  testimony,  being  uncon- 
nected with  the  country,  and  uninfluenced 
hy  any  considerations  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, which  could  in  any  way  lead  him 
to  give  a  partial  opinion  on  the  subject. 
He  must  say,  that  he  bad  heard  with  re- 
gret some  or  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down;  because, 
from  the  way  in  which  this  question  had 
been  treated  on  all  sides,  he  had  been  led 
to  believe,  that  they  would  not  have  had 
any  foretaste  of  a  renewal  of  such 
opposition  as  had  formerly  met  this  mea- 
sure; and  he  hoped  that  he  would  abstain 
from  giving  any  other  than  a  fair  opposi- 
tion, and  not  act  towards  the  measure  as 
he  did  towards  the  close  of  the  last  Session. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  talked  of  the  bill 
having  been  pressed  to  a  second  reading 
with  indecent  haste.  He  really  must  dif- 
fer with  the  hon.  Gentleman  on  that  point; 
for  if  he  would  compare  the  bill  with  that 
which  was  before  the  House  last  year,  he 
would  find,  that  they  differed  very  little  in 
their  various  clauses.  The  only  difference 
tn  fact  was,  that  what  last  Session  occupied 
two  bills,  was  now  contained  in  one.  And 
let  him  also  remind  the  hon.  Member, 
when  he  talked  of  indecent  haste,  that 
although  the  bills  of  last  year  were  not 
discussed  until  a  late  period  of  the  Session, 
they  were  laid  upon  the  Table  early  in  the 
month  of  March,  But  he  would  first  ad- 
dress himself  to  the  speeeli  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury,  who  had  neconded 
the  amendment.  He  hail  heard  that  hon. 
Gentleman  with  rcgi^ct  impute  mercenary 
motives  to  the  country  gentlemen  of  ling- 
land  in  th«  support  which  they  bad  given 


to  the  existing  system  of  Poor-laws,  iind 
he  did  not  think  that  any  argument  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had'  brought  forward 
had  shown  that  the  position  which  he  as- 
sumed was  founded  in  fact.  The  hon. 
Member  then  went  on  to  state,  that  the 
measure  of  1834  was  one  oppreasive  to  tha 
poor,  calculated  to  excite  the  utmost  dis. 
content  in  their  minds,  and  that  out  of  lio 
Poor-law  it  was,  that  those  scenes  had  arisen 
which  we  had  of  late  years  witnessed  in 
the  country.  Now  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  really,  in  making  this  assertion,  belied 
those  poor  of  whom  he  professed  to  be  the 
protector ;  for  whatever  might  be  the  causes 
of  the  discontents  which  had  existed  in  the 
country,  they  certainly  were  not  to  he 
traced  to  the  poor,  and  those  who  sought 
relief  from  the  Poor-rates.  They  had  suf- 
fered much  misery,  and  they  had  borne  it  in 
a  way  calailated  to  excite  our  deepest  sym- 
pathies, and  to  make  every  person  the  more 
regret  the  conduct  of  those  from  whom  the 
disturbances  had  really  arisen.  Those  per- 
sons belonged  to  a  class  fkt  removed  from 
those  who  were  chargeable  to  the  Poor-rate 
—persons  earning  quite  sufficient  wages  to 
support  them,  but  who,  from  some  dis- 
content, how  engendered,  or  how  fo' 
mented  ho  would  not  now  atop  to  inquiiv, 
raised  themselves  up  against  their  fel- 
low men,  and  desired  to  alter  their  pntd- 
tion  in  society.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
threatened  lb  em  with  a  renewed  com- 
bination of  agricultural  labourers  if  this 
measure  passed — he  argued  that  when  the 
hay  harvest  came,  the  labourers  would  com- 
bine to  set  the  farmer  at  defianco,  and  would 
refuse  to  cut  his  crop  and  gather  it.  But 
what  was  the  fact  with  regard  to  combina- 
tions of  agricultural  labourers  ?  Why,  that 
there  had  been  no  such  combination  since 
the  passing  of  the  Poor-law.  The  last 
combination  of  that  kind  took  place 
before  the  present  law  was  passed.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  also  alluded  to  the 
i  saved  to  the  rate-payers.  The  framers 
of  the  bill  look  no  credit  to  themselves  on 
score.  On  the  contrary,  he  most  cor- 
dially concurred  in  what  had  fallen  from 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  the  object  of 
legislation  i:n  such  a  subject  was  not  the 
paltry  pccuniaty  saving  that  might  be 
effected  to  the  ratc-payera,  but  that  the 
condition  of  the  industrious  poor  might  he 
iproved  and  themselves  regenerated.  It 
as  to  this  that  he  looked  as  the  result  of 
is  measun;,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
iling  his  opinion  that  tiie  country  gentle. 
en  of  England  wonld  not  have  regretteA 
P8 


m 


J>oor*Law 


{COMMONS} 


m 


An  increase  of  the  rates  that  brought  with 
it  such  a  consequence.  The  question  in 
fact  was,  as  the  righc  hon.  Baronet  said^ 
mainly  divided  into  two  points^  whether 
the  system  should  be  continued,  and  whe- 
ther it  should  be  continued  under  the  pre- 
sent commissioners.  Now  as  regarded  the 
6rst  point,  he  held  it  to  be  next  to  impos« 
sible  to  abandon  the  system  which  they  now 
acted  upon.  The  evils  of  the  old  system 
were  so  great,  that  no  one  would  run  the 
risk  of  returning  to  them.  This  being  as- 
sumed, the  only  other  question  was,  whether 
the  system  could  be  continued  without  the 
aid  of  the  central  management.  He  thought 
not,  and  though  others  might  differ  frum 
him,  yet  he  should  endeavour  to  show  that 
without  the  central  management  they  would 
necessarily  fall  into  the  only  mode  which 
could  lead  to  a  return  to  the  old  system.  The 
commissioners  of  inquiry  on  which  the 
Poor-law  Bill  was  founded,  recommended 
the  present  system  of  management,  not  as 
a  new  idea  of  their  own,  but  as  an  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  then  prevailing  in 
different  parishes  which  had  fallen  under 
their  notice,  and  which  they  thought  might 
advantageously  be  extended  over  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales.  In  speaking  of 
the  principle  of  central  management,  he 
might  not  inappropriately  refer  to  its  ad- 
mirable operation  in  the  prison  system  of 
Scotland,  and  the  House  would  not  forget 
that  he  had  been,  last  Session,  attacked  as 
to  the  varied  regulations  of  the  English 
prisons,  because  of  the  absence  of  any  such 
^stem  of  central  management.  He  must 
observe  also,  that  although  much  had  been 
done,  still  much  remained  to  be  done,  as 
there  still  was  a  very  large  field  over  which 
the  Poor-law  commission  had  not  extended 
itself.  If  the  country  were  to  be  deprived 
of  the  services  of  the  Poor.law  commission- 
ers, the  work  would  be  left  only  three  parts 
done,  and  the  result  would  be,  an  amended 
state  of  things  in  one  part  of  the  country, 
and  the  old  system  prevailing  in  the  rest. 
Thus,  there  would  be  two  systems  pulling 
against  each  other  :  and  his  own  opinion 
wasy  that  the  old  system  had  much  more 
chance  of  supplanting  the  new,  than  the 
new  of  supplanting  the  old.  He  would 
quote  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
Kmic  facts  with  rejzard  to  the  reduction  of 
the  expense.  He  found  that  in  1834,  prior 
to  the  passing  of  the  act,  there  was  paid 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  exclusive  of  all 
other  expenses  6,317,000/.  ;  and  that 
in  1840,  that  amount  was  rctlurcil  tci 
4,576,000/. ;  showing  that  a  sum  of  nearly 
2|000^000/.  per  annum  bad  been  mxti  in 


the  simple  administration  of  relief  to  ibc 
poor.  Aud  he  was  ready  also  to  assert, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  tliat  out  of 
that  reduced  sum  now  paid  for  the  relief  c^ 
the  poor,  the  sums  given  in  hond^e  relief 
to  the  honest  and  deserving  poor  had  in- 
creased rather  than  diminished.  This  was 
unquestionably  an  argument  in  favour  of 
the  working  of  the  system,  but  it  was  also 
true  that  it  had  certainly  tended  to  raise 
the  character  of  the  woHcing  classes  of  this 
country  to  an  extent,  that  even  by  the  most 
sanguine  of  its  authors  could  scarcely  have 
been  expected.  He  now  came  to  the 
powers  of  the  Poor-law  commissioners. 
Suppose  their  powers  at  an  end,  and  that 
the  guardians  were  the  only  persons  having 
any  authority  over  the  unions.  What  would 
be  the  bearing  that  this  would  have  upon 
the  union  officers  whose  appointment  and 
dismissal  stood  now  in  this  way  ?  The  ap* 
pointment  of  all  the  officers  of  the  unioips 
was  now  left  with  the  local  bodies —thejr 
were  left  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  ap- 
pointing whom  they  pleased.  But  thelawi 
at  the  same  time,  most  wisely  retained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Poor-law  oommissionerBy 
the  power  of  dealing  summarily  with  thoee 
union  officers  who  misbehaved  themaelv^ 
It  had  been  charged  against  the  oonunis* 
sioners  that  they  had  not  used  those  powers 
as  they  ought  to  have  done,  but  he  could 
only  say,  that  whenever  they  had  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  misconduct  of 
the  union  officers,  they  had  not  failed  to 
investigate  it  with  the  utmost  strictness 
and  either  dismiss  the  officers,  or  show  the 
public  that  they  were  not  in  fau1t«  La«t 
year  they  dismissed  not  leas  than  tteventj- 
five  officers,  besides  accepting  the  le* 
signalions  of  others  who  were  unwill- 
ing to  incur  the  disgrace  of  being 
dismissed.  It  was  well  known,  that  the 
hoards  of  guanlians  elected  the  officers  in 
their  several  unions.  He  believed,  that 
very  few  persons  would  hesitate  to  ad- 
it it,  that  they  almost  always  elected 
those  persons  in  whom  they  had  some 
personal  interest,  to  the  offices  within 
their  patronage.  For  instance,  a  man  offers 
himself  as  the  master  of  a  workhouse,  or 
relieving  officer,  or  any  other  office,  and  he 
solicits  the  assistance  of  any  guanlian  with 
whom  he  might  be  acquainted.  The  Litter 
might  be  possessed  of  influence  in  the 
union,  and  might  request  those  acting  with 
him,  to  sup|Nirt  the  election  of  this  person. 
If  he  t(M)k  this  |iart,  and  induced  others 
to  vote,  it  was  natural  to  expect  that 
under  the  same  impulse,  he  would  pro- 
tect the  candidate  when  elected.  If,  tnero* 
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fore,  the  Mouse  allowetl  tht>  power  to  itie 
board  orguardUiiii.und  alone  allowed  ihcin 
to  remoYe  the  officers  of  a  union,  tnatances 
would  soon  occuTof  their  retaining  masters 
of  workhouses,  relieving  officers,  or  others 
in  theii  situations  who  hnd  ubuscd  the 
trust  reposed  in  them.  For  his  own  part, 
lie  thought  it  was  one  of  the  most  iniport- 
flnt  duties  of  the  commissioners  to  superin- 
tend the  proper  appointment,  or  rather  con- 
tinuance, of  the  olficers  of  a  union,  and  lo 
sec  that  the  boards  of  guiirdians  did  tlii'ir 
duty  in  this  respect.  Hia  hon.  Friend,  the 
Mcmher  for  Finsbury,  said,  that  he  hud  no 
doubt,  timl  if  the  several  beards  of  guar- 
dians were  left  to  themselves,  tlicy  would 
vicious 


Nion  with  incKtued  powers.  He  therefon 
i»ntended,  that  until  they  hod  eitabliBbed 
the  working  of  the  Poor-laws  on  some  sure 
;ind  certain  basis,  they  must  continue  thii 
(.-entral supervision.  Hedidnotsay  for  what 
period  tliis  should  be  done,  as  that  would 
more  properly  come  under  eondderatioa 
when  they  proceeded  to  consider  the 
<Ictails  in  the  committee.  All  that  he  re- 
([uircd  of  the  House  was  to  agree  to  the 
principle  of  the  measure  of  1834,  and  d* 
which  the  continuance  of  the  central  au- 
thority was  an  essential  part.  He  would 
not  say  anything  as  to  tlic  attacks  made 
(in  the  commissioners,  and  he  should  most 
iMutioiisly  abstain  from  any  personal  allu- 
sions as  to  those  attacks,  or  to  the  quarters 
merly  obtained.     He  had  j  from    whence  they   emanated. 


observations    from   other 


e  to  the  hill  that  calm 


i^uarters,   and    bad    therefore    taken    the  |  tai    deliberate    uonsjderation    which    he 
trouble  to  make  inquiries  on  the  subject  of  j  trusted  all  parties  would  regard  it  worthy 


i,  and  he  belieVEMl  it  would     of 
be  admitted,  that  they  had  no  reason  to  '  mh 
misrepresent   what  had    occurri 
distinctly   told    him,    that   instead  of  thi 
boards  of  guardians  not  falling  hack 
evils  of  the  old  system  if  the  control  which 
at  present  existed  wa 
found  that  there  had 

abuses  of  the  old  system  which  they  had 
not   been  urged   to  sanction  hy  one  board  I  every  Gentleman  should  be  given   to  those 


1   conclusion,    they  might 
on  to  I  secure  the  passing  of  a   measure    which. 
They  i  while   It  preserved   a  sufficient  control  lo 
[trevent  the   return    to    the   old    system, 
would,  at  the  same  tipc,  In  its  administre> 
tion   tend   to  exalt  the   character  of  the 
lovcd,  they  had  j  labouring  classes  of  this  country,  and  also 
been  one  of  the  \  provide  that  relief  for  the  infirm  and  the 
htch  it  must  be  in  the  breast  of 


,  several  of  the  '  whom  he 
hoards  of  guardians  were  very  urgent  that  |  titution. 
they  should  be  allowed  to  give  relief  in  j 
aid  of  wages  ;  others  wished  to  give  con-    jj,, 
liouous  ouL-door  relief  to  non-resident  pau-  ;  j^ 
pers ;  while  other  boards  of  guardians  wen 
ixious  to  take  the  mothers  of  iilegill 


a  state  of  misery  and  d 


Mdrenundertheirproteclion.andrequired    Horae-office,  from  whence  this  bill 


E.  KnalchbttU  could  not  agree  with 
an.  Gentleman    who   bad  Just   sat 
that  he  had  no  reason  for  exhibiting 
ly  partiality  for  this  bill.  The  hou.  Gen- 
held  an  imponaiil  statio: 


that  they  should  be  allowed  to  go  at  largf 
while  their  offspring  was  lo  remain  in  the 
workhouse  at  the  charge  of  the  parish. 
There  were  several  other  evils  which  they 
had  been  requested  to  sanction ;  he  there- 
fore doubted  very  much  whether  the  boards 
of  guardians  were  able  to  work  alone  with- 
out the  control  of  the  commissioners.     But 

nipposiRC  that  they  were,  was  the  House  i  , 

prifmf  to   -y/afKr   ill    the  obloquy  ' '"»  mpo.  .nt  po.ol,.     W.ih    r.  peel  to 

f.    "^  ..     "  ,         ^   ■'      thp    npto   rtniispq   in  tip  nrpspnt  bl  I.  there 


,  therefore,  mi^ht  have  spoken 
I  wiih  more  warmth  than  he  probably  m- 
tended  in  support  of  it.  He  agreed,  how- 
ever, with  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  let  the  detnils  of  this 
bill  be  discussed  in  the  committee;  he 
I  should,  thererore,  confine  the  few  observa- 
which  he  intended  to  n 


thrown  on  the  commissioners,  who 

made  responsible  not  only  for  all  the  faults  I  ". 

of  the  beards  of  guardians,  but  also  for  the  I  ^<  ,        ..  ■ 

breaches  of  trust  of  the  officers  appointed  '  j'^H'  "I;^";,?'"^-^^-lf„.-f' 

by  their  boards— that  these  bodies  would 

act   independently   if  constant  abuse  and 

obloquy  *ere  to  be  cast  on  them?     The 

House  might  rely  upon  it,  if  they  set  aside 

the    central    revision,   all  the    evils  that 

formerly   existed  would  again  arise,  and 

that  they   would  he  compelled  within  a 

short  time  to  lewtt  to  wme  ncn  comvit- 


the  new  clauses  in  the  present  bill,  there 

very  few  of  Ihem  lo  which  he  could 

'  ■    full  and  cordial  assent.     He  had 

jovcrnment 

jdueed    this   bill,  "apparently  for  the 

amendment  of  the  Poor-laws,  that  Ihey 
would  not  have  confined  themselves  almott 
entirely  to  giving  increased  powers  to  the 
comraiwLonets.  He  thought  that,  instead 
of  strengthening  the  hands  of  the  commis- 
sioners, they  should  have  enabled  them  lo 
proceed  with    leu  striDgenl  enactmenti 
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than  «i.l«a  in  the  pr«em  Uw.  He  quite  ,  T.«.[j«  *"<•*•  Xj**^  TJ^S^,.^ 
.pe^d  whh  11..  .K.O.  Ge..lle-.n  «  .,  ^-1-  ^ ,^' ^^J? TTtTS 
principle,  th.t  «.  piymenu  .n  .rf  of  |  JJ^.J'j.,,,^  j.^^  ,i  rigfc.  lo  -ke 
wtgei  fliould  be  paid  out  of  the  poor-  „,^,  ,j,^  ,,^^,  „f  f^iu^  ^.oali  be  mI^ 
ratM ;  at  tlie  tame  lime,  ander  certain  '  j^^i^  t^  luk-woik  in  the  irorUiiNiiei,  w  to 
CMC*  or  immediate  preware,  when  partiei '  u*k-«ork  out  of  door)  under  proper  wperia- 
were  left  destitute,  and  could  not  obtain  '  n-ndence.' 

an  adequate  rate  of  wagei,  he  wai  of  opi-  ^^^^  ^  ^g;^  g  Knatcbbyll)  lbou|^t 
nion  thai  the  commi»ioners  or  boaid*  of  ,,^^j  j^  ^^  ^  ^^  j,,^  pntceeding  to 
griardiani  ihould  be  empowered  to  order  ^^^^^  ,j,g  faibera  to  be  lakes  into  ibe 
temporary  rtlief  in  casts  where  it  wii  .  „y,tiM^^^  and  to  leave  the  mother*  and 
clear  that  the  deititution  did  not  a"»e  d.iiJreo  in  a  aute  of  deatilition  out  of  il. 
from  any  fault  of  their  own.  At  present,  ;  Again,  what  waa  to  be  coMiderrd  tbe  lot 
in  many  caiei,  he  thought  that  there  was  ^|-  ^^^  w(„Lhou»e  but  the  poverty  of  tfaa 
unnecessary  rigour  in  refusing  outdoor  paries?  This  wasao  unqueaiiooable  caae 
relief,  lie  ftit  thii  to  be  panicularU  ,  ^f  ^^^^^li^ .  ,nd  iu  a«ch  cnea  be 
the  case  in  the  union  in  which  be  resided.  ih(,„^],t  ii,at  a  discretionary  power  migfat 
Tlic  House  was  fully  aware  of  the  long  ^^^j^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^(^  gmrdiant  to  w«t 
continuanre  of  the  inclement  weather;  ^^^^  ^f  ^^^-^^  ^j„j^  ,„j  jf  ^^^^  ,„^  ,^ 
about  a  month  ago  scvctal  parties  were  |  g„„,ed  ,be  greaieai  difficuliiei  nuM  be 
thrownoutofcmploy  inapoor  partof  thei  ^p^.^jp^^^^  j,,  „ch  caaes  in  iba  woHoag 
country,  near  bis  itsidcnee,  and,  as  iliey  ^^  jj^^  ^^^^  ^Itih  respect  to  task-wnk  in 
were  without  tbe  means  of  support,  they  ^^^^  workhouse,  it  mtglit  do  very  well  ni  a 
applied  to  the  board  of  guaid.ana  for  Icin-  ^^^^  j^^  ^  .  persons,  but  It  would  be  ^- 
porary  relief.  The  board  of  guardians,  i  ^^^j  ^^  ^  .^  j^j,  in-door  work  to  ^te- 
which  had  ee"«a'ly  «*"'«"'■''"»  "ea'o"  bodied  labourer*.  The  cotnmisaioaeri. 
out-door  relief,  considtred,  in  a  case  o  however,  said,  that  out-of-door  task-work 
such  urgency,  that  they  should  bejust.hed  ^-^^^^  ^^  j^,|^,,^  „„(,„  ^^^^  , 
m  departing  fruin  their  usual  rule,  and  ,  le^jenpe  if  ^  board  of  guardians  ■ 
Ihey  ordered  an  allowance  to  be  made,  allowed  to  set  able-bodied  labonrera  (o 
The  act,  howem.  «qu"ed  that  ihej  ^,^,,,j  ^j^j^p^  l„  inclement  weather,  a  d»- 
ilionary  power  must  be  left  them. 


should  repoit  their  proceedings  to  the 
com  miss  loner*,  and  in  reply  they  re- 
ceived acommunlcalion  from  these  autho- 
rities of  a  very  dilTerent  character  from 
what  he  thought  ihey  were  justiiicd  in  ex- 
pecling.  In  this  case  there  was  no  ques- 
tion that  those  who  made  the  abplicatioii 
were  compelled  to  do  lo  merely  by  the 
iaclemuiicy  of  the  weather,  which  had 
driven  them  from  (heir  work  ;  and  they 
did  not  make  any  application   until  some 


liittaDcc,  the  guardians  must  provide  the 
■tone  for  the  purpose  of  task-labour ;  but 
in  the  present  stdte  of  things,  if  there  was 
DO  severe  weather,  the  auditor*  would  not 
allow  the  charge  in  the  accounts  for  pro- 
curing the  stone,  lie  trusted,  that  ttiete 
suggestions  would  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion hy  tho  lion.  Gentlemen  opposila,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  in  the  progress  of 
y  alterations  would  be  recoin- 


>  ■      ,     ,  ,        I      V  I  lue  uiii  manv  Biiciuiiuni  wuuiti  ue  in^iwi- 

I,  of  .k.  .mlhtr  h.d    ^^^j^j  .„  ^^^  p.„,  ^,  ■,^  ,ti^^  k,  ,,„ 
andon   llieir  usual  em.    ^        ,  „n„i,i  l.,  .,,.nH«l  m.  11.  ulmiiiH] 


time  afi< 

foicrf  llicni  1..  abandon  Cl.cir  u.uai  om-  j  ^^^  j  ^^^,j  ^^  ,-„,„jjj  ,„.  n,  ^„ii,rf 
plojmmt.  Ilo.liould  hareacaltd,  ll.ai  al.  ^^;;^  ^  ,„„rt.;„,d  uo  doubl  u  lo  iho 
lie  perK,n.  10  .hom  relief  w.i  given  hau  ,  „,  ;  n,  „,„  „, ,,,.  co„„U.io«  fur 
»|.C  and  I.igc  familie..  T1,e  iiehl  lion. ,  J  ,„•;,.  „„  ^  ,„  ,,„.  pHend  (Sit 
Buoneip.oeeeded  loreadll,eletlo,f,on.|,,^^,,'pjj|,  ,,,  V  ,,,„  j,,  „, 
Ifce  roor-l.»  con.n,...,ooe..  10  Ihe  board  _^„|j  ^  ,  ^MatM  period,  wbiU  iome 
or  Boardian.  of  ihe  A.liford  union,  of  |_^  Oenileme.  rejlmiendol  three  « 
.hieh  the  follo-ine  ii  the  lubuanee ;-       ,^„,  j,„, .  ,,,  jy  ^^  ,|,-„|,^  ,,,„  ,,„ 

*•  tliai  in  conHi^uence  of  numerou*  appli-  waa  any  material  difference  between  tkeae 
caliona  for  rcltef  from  ablcljodicd  pauperi  ia  i  lerma :  huL  ha  thoui;bt  that  ten  ycara  waa 
tbe  union  of  Ashford,  and  from  ihc  crowded  too  long  a  lime.  He,  bowevcr,  advittad, 
aula  of  Ihe  union  wotUiou,«,iliey  had  ihoughi  ,j,jt  ^|„|g  ^^„^  ^^a  auch  a  ditrefaity  of 
il  c>ptdi.nl  in  ...eral  ea...  10  .rd.r  oul-doo:  ,„,„„   „   ,„   ,,„  „,^  of  cairjinj  0«t 

relief.     Tlie    coraniissionora    ihereforc   direci  i    ,r  .   _l.-   >l«        ,   n , , , ,  t 

that,  in  «>e.  of  the  eon.innsJ  ai-pliealion  oi  l^"  "•"•"«.  ■"''  ^^  ^^.  T*."™ 
ihoM  parlies  for  relief,  that  the  goaidian.  i  t"«  difierent  pnnciplea  which  bad  bt«i 
sfaoaM  in  the  Bnt  lostaace  admit  the  heads  of '  Mtvd  Bpon  in  MdniaJMriPK  tbB  MV  Poor- 
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kiw  ID  various  parts  of  the  country,  it  was 
•ssential  that  they  should  have  a  central 
maoageroeDt.  He  felt,  however,  that  the 
power  of  legislation  given  to  the  commis- 
sioners by  this  bill,  ought  to  be  restrained, 
and  above  all,  when  they  recollected  that 
that  body,  from  its  very  nature,  was  un- 
constitutional.  He  should  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill,  but  he  trusted 
that  the  noble  Lord  would  consent  to 
make  alterations  iu  several  of  its  provi- 
sions. 

Viscount  Hotvick  observed,  that  as  he 
was  one  of  those  Members  who  thought 
the  act  of  1834  one  of  the  most  beneficial 
measures  which  had  ever  been  carried,  and 
that  the  oommissioiiers  who  had  framed 
the  measure,  and  the  Government  who 
bad  carried  it,  deserved  the  gratitude  of  the 
countTf,  it  was  gratifying  to  him  to  find 
that  night,  after  the  denunciations  of  the 
new  Poor-law  for  so  many  months  and 
years,  both  by  the  press  and  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen at  elections,  and  at  public  meetings, 
and  in  after-dinner  speeches,   that  those 
who  had  come  to  the  House  prepared  to 
discuss  the  subject,  and  to  defend  the  mea- 
sure and  the  authors  of  it,  did  not  find  one 
single  Member  on  either  side  of  it — not 
even   the  mover  or  the  seconder  ef  the 
amendment — had  given  a  single  reason  in 
favour  of  the  old  mode  of  administration, 
or  had  expressed  a  wish  to  return  to  the 
system  which  existed  previous  to  the  passing 
of  the  act^  of  1834.     He  had  long  since 
been  convinced  that  this  would  be  me  case 
when  hon.  Members  came  seriously  to  look 
the  matter  in   the  face,  and  that   there 
would  not  be  found  a  single  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  would  stand  up  in  his  place  and 
state^  that  he  would  return  to  that  system 
of  poor-laws  which  was  at  the  same  time 
wasting  the  resources  of  the  country  and 
destroymg  the  character  of  the  labouring 
classes.     He  was  sure,  that  no  one  who 
was  acquainted  with  the  old  system  would 
wish  apdn  to  resort  to  the  parish  mvel 
pit  and  to  the  putting  up  to  sale  the  labour 
of  tihe  parish  without  having  any  regard 
to  the  feeling  of  the  labourer,  but  placing 
the  steady,  mdustrious  man  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  idle  and  the  profligate. 
Thus,  a  man  who  by  his  exertions  had 
raised  himself   immediately  above  want, 
was  placed,  as  regarded  his  labour,  on  the 
same  footfaig  as  the  most  idle  and  improvi- 
dent, untH  the  pittance  which  he  possessed 
was  spent,  and  he  was  virtually  told  that 
he  should  resort  to  the  beer-shop  tmtil  all 
^t  possessed  was  squandered  awa^,  and 

tben  bo  ifoold  bomm  »  proper  nibject  fbc 


the  consideration  of  the  parish.     He  m$0 
alluding  to  facts  which  were  clearly  proved 
to  have  existed  before  the  commission  in 
1834.      In  the  reports  then  puUished,  it 
was  proved,  that  in  numerous  instanoea 
steady  and  provident  labourers  had  been  ro« 
fused  employment,  merely  because  they  bad 
made  some  provision  for  themselves  and 
families,  and  that  they  were  often  laugfaad 
at  by  persons  in  the  same  rank  of  ^  as 
themselves,  who  said,  **  what  fools  you  aie 
not  to  expend  all  you  have  at  the  beer* 
diop,  and  then  go  on  the  parish."     This 
system  was  in  point  of  fact  reducing  the 
British  labourer  to  a  situation  worse  than 
that  of  the  Polish  or  Russian  serf.     Under 
these  circumstances  he  had  long  felt  oon* 
fident  that  no  one  would  long  continue  to 
defend  the  old  system.    His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Finsbury,  who  strongly 
objected  to  many  parts  of  the  present  sys- 
tem, said,  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  go 
back  to  the  old  system.    If,  therefore,  there 
was  not  a  single  Member  who  directly  ra. 
commended  the  return  to  the  old  systems 
he  h^ped,  that  the  House  would  not  be  led 
by  any  indirect  or  concealed  mode  to  return 
to  the  state  of  things  which  existed  bdfoi^ 
1834,  and  thus  break  down  the  system 
which  succeeded  to  it.     This  inevitably 
would  be  the  result  of  adopting  some  of 
the  suggestions  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member    for  Kent;     for  thua  they 
would  step  by  step  restore  the  old  S3r8tem« 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  recommended  that 
the  new  act  should  make  provision  for  the 
relaxation  of  the  laws  relating  to  out-door 
relief,  and  he  passed  some  severe  censures 
on    the    commissioners    for    refusing    to 
sanction  an    application  on   this   subject 
from    some    union    in    Kent.     Now    he 
thought  that  the  commissioners  had  acted 
upon  a   wise    discretion ;     for   it    would 
be    the  first    step    to    going    back    to 
the    S3rstem    under   which    a   great  por- 
tion of  the  labourers  of  the  soul^  of  Eng- 
land were  dependent,  not  on  their  own  in- 
dustry or  exertions,  but  on  parochial  relief. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  there  was 
no  doubt  of  the  poverty  of  these  persons; 
but  this  was  a  very  near-sighted  view  of 
the  matter,  for  it  completely  lost  sight  of 
the  eflTect  that  was  produced  by  this  betog 
an  example  to  others.     He  was  deainnis 
that  Uie  working  classes  in  England  shoukl 
not  consider  it  to  be  a  light  m  trifling  thing 
to  become  dependent  on  the  bounty  of 
others.    Until  a  few  years  ago   it  was 
generally  remarked  that  the  English  la- 
bourers were  most  unwilling  to  receive  pa* 
JEoehial  n&af •  aadlw  tnstod  thatttiatfifil* 
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ing  would  still  be  found  to  exist  For  two 
centuries  i^ter  the  passing  c^  the  act  of 
Elizabeth^  it  was  well  known  that  to  be- 
come a  pauper  was  held  to  be  a  reproach 
and  a  stigma,  which  the  English  peasant 
made  every  effort  to  avoid;  there  was 
hardly  any  sacrifice  which  he  thought  too 
great  to  enable  him  to  escape  from  what  he 
considered  the  degradation  of  being  main- 
tained, not  by  his  own  honest  industry, 
but  as  a  dependent  on  the  bounty  of  others. 
This  feeling  was,  unfortunately,  broken 
down  by  an  injudicious  administration  of 
the  law,  and  by  injudicious  legislation ; 
and  the  time  when  that  feeling  began  to 
be  broken  down  was  the  time  when  men 
came  to  have  no  objection  to  receive  relief, 
but  to  look  on  it  rather  as  a  simple  and 
ready  resource  when  any  pressure  was  felt, 
and  from  this  time  it  was,  too,  that  the 
abuses  and  evils  of  the  Poor-law  began. 
By  the  very  constitution  and  nature  of  so- 
ciety, poverty  in  every  rank— for  there  was 
poverty  in  the  higher  as  well  as  in  the 
lower  classes — poverty  was  necessarily  at- 
tended with  privation  and  distress;  but  in 
both  the  higher  and  the  lower  classes, 
every  man  of  true  spirit  and  feeling,  though 
poor,  would  endure  great  privation  before 
he  became  dependent  on  the  bounty  of 
others,  instead  of  on  himself.  What  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  recommended 
with  respect  to  out-door  relief  showed,  that 
he  did  not  enter  into  the  object  of  the 
present  mode  of  administering  relief  to  the 
able-bodied ;  but  there  was  another  point 
which  he  had  not  adverted  to.  He  consi- 
dered that  one  of  the  most  useful  effects  of 
the  system  of  administering  relief  to  the 
able-bodied  in  time  of  pressure,  in  work- 
houses only,  was  this — diat  it  not  only  in- 
duced the  labourers  themselves  to  make 
great  efforts  to  avoid  applying  for  relief, 
but  it  induced  their  employers  and  their 
wealthier  neighbours  to  make  every  exer. 
tion  to  obtain  work  for  them,  before  they 
suffered  them  to  be  driven  to  that  alterna- 
tive* If  a  parish  saw,  that  it  was  likely  to 
be  burdened  with  the  expense  of  main- 
taining a  labourer  and  his  family  in  the 
workhouse,  it  would  make  every  possible 
effort  to  find  him  employment  out  of  doors. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Tamworth  had  adverted  to  the  fact,  that 
Devonshire,  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury  had  referred  as  a  part  of  the 
country  where  wages  were  exceedingly 
low,  was  a  eounty  in  which  out-of-door  re- 
lief was  more  common  than  in  any  other 
county.    He  could  state  the  converse  of  the 

proposition :  in  the  oouaty  \rhidk  he  b«d 


the  honor  to  feprcsent,  even  bcMn  Ae  in* 
troductkm  of  the  new  Poor-law^  relief  to 
the  able-bodied  and  in  aid  of  wages 
known ;  and  instead  of  the  miserable 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  described  «■ 
being  paid  in  Devonshire,  he  was  pnqiarad 
to  say,  and  he  would  appeal  to  the  hoik 
Member  for  Durham  for  confirmation,  that 
the  labouring  population  in  the  county 
which  he  represented  was  in  a  situatioa 
of  remarkaUe  comfort  and  independence. 
While  the  price  of  many  necesuries  was 
much  lower  there,  while,  among  other 
things,  the  price  of  that  most  essential  ar- 
ticle, fuel,  was  one-fourth  or  one-fiftk 
lower  than  in  Devonshire,  the  wages  were 
four  or  five  shillings  higher  than  they  were 
represented  to  be  in  the  latter  coun^,  and 
there,  he  would  repeat,  out-door  relief  to  the 
able  bodied,  and  in  aid  of  wages,  was  never, 
and  never  had  been,  resorted  to.  Even  at 
this  moment  of  the  greatest  pressure  he 
would  venture  to  say,  that  in  the  onion 
which  he  attended  when  in  the  county, 
there  was  not  one  able-bodied  man  in  the 
reception  of  relief,  or,  if  so,  only  as  the 
inhabitant  of  a  workhouse.  Did  not  these 
facts  tend  to  prove,  that  it  was  a  miataben 
principle — a  most  ill-iudged  benevolence— 
to  think  of  giving  r^ef  out  of  the  work- 
house  in  individual  cases,  when  by  doinff 
so,  according  to  the  best  conclusions  whi(£ 
could  be  drawn  from  experience,  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  it  materially 
contributed  to  lower  and  degrade  the  gene> 
ral  character  and  condition  ci  the  labouring 
population?  As  there  appeared  to  be  a 
general  consent  to  the  present  stage  of  the 
measure,  he  did  not  wish  to  go  at  any 
greater  length  into  the  argument;  but  thu 
he  must  say,  that  he  had  heard  with  very 
great  regret,  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  Tamworth,  with 
respect  to  the  time  for  which  it  was  pro- 
posed the  commission  should  continue. 
If  the  system  were  a  good  one,  if  to 
force  that  system,  and  to  prevent  the 
of  the  former  administration  of  the  Poor* 
law  again  breaking  out,  was  really  an  ob- 
ject worthy  the  attention  of  the  House,  he 
could  not  help  thinkbg,  that  the  soundest 
policy  would  be  so  to  frame  their  measuzei^ 
that  they  might  satisfy  men's  minds  that 
there  was  no  hesitation,  no  shrinkiDg  oa 
their  part  from  actine  steadily  and  oosi- 
sistently  on  the  principles  they  had  avowed. 
If  they  could  not  foresee,  and  that  would 
be  difiicult  for  any  man  who  had  considend 
the  reasons  for  continuing  the  comnussiaii 
— if  they  could  not  foresee  the   period 
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neoMMry,  he  thought  it  would  he  a  great 
misfortune  for  the  House  to  encourage  that 
most  mischievous  agitation  which  had  been 
raised  on  this  sul^ect  out  of  doors^  by 
adopting  the  alteration  suggested  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  It  appeared  to  him, 
tlmt  the  bill  brought  in  by  Government^ 
pn^posing  the  continuance  of  the  commission 
for  ten  years^  that  the  mere  fact  of  altering 
that  period  to  five  years^  would,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  country,  show  a  certain  degree  of 
3rielding«  a  certain  degree  of  uncertainty, 
in  the  House  on  the  subject,  which  would 
tend  to  encourage  that  agitation  and  cause 
much  evil.  For  his  part,  he  did  not  fore* 
see  any  time  at  which  it  was  likely  the 
commission  could  cease.  {Cheersl^  No,  he 
could  not  foresee  the  time.  The  House 
would  remember,  that  the  act  of  1834,  as 
first  brought  in,  contained  no  limitation  as 
to  the  duration  of  the  commission,  and  he 
was  bound  to  say,  that  he  considered  it  an 
ill-judged  concesnon  to  a  clamour  which, 
if  iaoed  with  a  little  more  boldness,  must 
soon  have  been  put  down,  to  limit  the 
period  to  five  years.  He  thought  that  they 
would  have  had  less  of  that  clamour  which 
had  been  of  so  injurious|a  tendency,  had  they 
not  limited  the  period;  and  he,  for  one, 
should  have  had  no  objection  to  continue 
the  commission  indefinitely ;  for  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  there  were  many  objects 
which  this  commission  was  intended  to 
answer,  that  it  was  impossible  could  ever  be 
at  an  end.  In  the  first  place,  they  had  to 
take  care  that  the  law  was  enforced  accord- 
ing to  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature. 
He  certainly  thoueht  it  was  very  necessary 
that  there  should  oe  some  responsibility  on 
the  part  of  the  boards  of  guardians,  to  some 
authority  or  other.  It  was  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  poor  to  have  some  authority 
for  them  to  appeal  to,  in  cases  of  complaints 
against  masters  of  workhouses,  relieving 
MceOy  or  other  administrators  of  the 
Poor-law,  and  it  was  further  of  the  highest 
importance  that  there  should  be  some  au- 
thority, like  the  commission  to  assist  and 
advise  the  boards  of  guardians  in  any  cases  of 
donbt  which  might  arise.  From  his  own  ex- 
perience as  a  member  of  one  of  these  boards, 
limited  as  that  experience  was,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  very  great  benefits  indeed  ac- 
cmed  from  such  assistance  ^  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  he  had  never  known  one  single 
case  of  intCTference  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mission from  which  the  least  evil  had  re- 
salted.  But  not  only  this :  it  was  known 
that  the  Poor-law  commissioners  had  been 
the  moaot  of  eflfectiDg  a  great  saving  under 


the  sin^e  head  of  litigation,  by  amieabtf 
arranging  disputes  betweendiflferent  unioiw^ 
which,  under  the  old  law,  would  have  cooMi 
before  a  court  of  law.  For  these  reasooi, 
he  regretted  that  the  riffht  hon.  Baronet 
had  su^;ested  the  limitation  of  the  period 
to  five  years.  With  respect  to  the  other 
clauses  of  the  bQl,  he  should  avoid  entering 
upon  their  discussion  until  a  further  stace 
of  the  proceedings.  But  he  could  not  hdp 
observing  that  the  hon.  Member  near  him 
(Mr.  T.  Duncombe)  had  fallen  into  an 
error  with  respect  to  that  clause  relating  to 
the  control  to  which  the  rules  issued  by  the 
commissioners  were  subject.  The  commit- 
tee which  sat  on  this  subject,  of  which  he 
(LfOrd  Howick)  was  a  member,  did  certainly 
point  out  that  rules  were  not  called  general 
rules  unless  they  were  applied  at  the  same 
time  to  more  than  one  parish,  and  that 
rules  applied  individually  to  great  numbera 
of  parishes  were  not  general  rules,  and  that 
this  was  a  great  ddect  in  the  law.  The 
object  of  the  clause  in  the  new  bill  was  to 
put  an  end  to  that  evil — to  prevent  thoae 
rules,  which  are  not  technically  general 
rules,  being  adopted  without  being  sub- 
jected to  the  consideration  of  her  Majesty's 
Government.  There  was  only  one  more 
observation  which  he  was  desirous  to  make^ 
and  that  was  in  reference  to  the  observa* 
tions  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Tarn  worth,  upon  the  subject  of  bmia] 
grounds,  which  this  bill  proposed  to  make 
behind  the  workhouses.  He  was  aware 
that  when  the  House  should  come  to  dis- 
cuss the  different  clauses  of  the  bill,  would 
be  the  better  period  for  considering  this 
point  more  maturely  ;  but,  as  he  thought 
it  might  excite  misapprehension  in  thepub- 
lic  mind,  that  upon  the  advice  of  the  Poor- 
law  commissioners  a  clause  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  proposed  measure  to  prevent 
the  poor  from  being  buried  where  their  an* 
cestors  were  interred  before  them,  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  could  not  help  thinking,  that  as  he  un* 
derstood  the  interpretation  of  the  clause 
he  viewed  it  in  a  different  light  from  that 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  right  hoik 
Gentleman.  He  considered,  that  the  oUect 
of  this  clause  was  to  meet  an  evil  whidi 
existed  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and 
which  he  knew  had  been  seriously  com- 
plained of.  That  evil  was,  that  in  union 
workhouses  it  often  happened  that  cat* 
ual  poor,  and  persons  who  ^  were  mcM 
vagrants,  were  taken  in  there  in  a  state  of 
disease  to  die ;  and  in  burying  them  m 
great  d^culty  (rften  arose^  because  fhtie 
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5ik  DMlter,  whicb  opented  moM  terioutlj  to  ibe  propoicd  ( 

lad  ifKoavenientlf  in  couKqiKDce  of  tlie  of  tbis  Act,  he  iboagbl  tbej  ihoald  be 

great  nnnber  of  cMual  poor  and  Tagrants  coofined  to  a  ]»iied  period.    It  had  been 

who  were  buried  in   tbe  burial  gniundi,  (aid,  ihat  certaui  oiden  wbicb  had  been 

tadt  poor  baring  nothing  whatercr  to  do  given  «ere  not  getteiBl  oiden;  bat  «b^ 

with  Oie  parid).     lie   truited,  therefore,  Iher  locb  were  ibe  fact  or  not,  he  eoa- 

tbat  it  would  not  go  forth  to  the  country  tended  that  all  orden  iboaU  be  laid  be- 


ibal  there   wu  the  tlightett  intt:ntion  u 
tbe  pait  of  the  Poor-law  eoniiniwionen;,  b 


fore    Parliament.     And   when   tbe   Dotile 
Lord  ipoke  of  a  ODiTonnhj  of  ajsteB,  he 


adopt  anj  regulation  whaterer,  the  eflect  i  begged  to  nj,  tbat  acconjiog  to  tbe  pn- 
of  whub  iJiould  be  to  prevent  the  parochial  sent  practical  working  of  the  macbhinT 
poor  who  might  die  in  the  workhouse  from  [  of  the  Poor-law  Ac^  there  waa  no  aaC 
bring  buried  in  the  cburchjarcl.  No  one 
who  had  looked  at  the  speech  of  the  noble 

Lwd,  onmoringforthcOTitinaanccofthi*  ^^  founded  upon  tbe  principle  of  tbe 
art,  could  imagine  that  it  waacver  contem-  ^^t  43d  of  Elizabeth,  and  he  bad  bmb- 
plated  bjr  the  IWlaw  comraisnoncrs  that  ,ai„ed,  ii,jt  in  framioB  the  preM»t  law 
the  trttled  poor  of  rural  diitnrt^  .houH  be  n,  .  h^j  followed  out  tbe  principle  of 
debarred  from  that  to  whw:h  ther  altaArf  ,1,^1  .ututc.  He  would  adtnit  fcTlbe 
m  much  importan^,  namely,  that  of  feel-  I  ^^e  of  argument  (and  for  tbe  aak.  of 
'l^.^-7  ^l  -  ^"^  would  repo«  |  ,„j   ^,^     ^^^^  .nbaeqaeiit 

^  thej.de  of  thoranoMtor*.  Fo^  ""^  ".7  Act  which  h^  been  p««d  ia  re«ek  U> 
p«t,  be,  iwrha|«,  might  to  apologise  to  the  I    |^  .    aa  additional  mncbief: 

Houac  for  baring  addressed  them  at  so  much  .  ,  r"  '  ,  .i  .  »""'«""  ""«'«'• 
■       .<  "  -    I    .  I  oul  be  mutt  aav  that  the  oreaeat  law.  and 

length,  more  narticularlj  as  tbe  opposition  .,..'.  !  "  .  "  .L  "  J,::.!?!:  "L™ 
to  the  original  motion  before  the  House  had 
dwindlcJ  doiTii  to  so  small  an  amoutit ;  but 
•I  he  had  alwa^ii  taken  a  warm  intetvtt 
In  the  Poor-law,  he  could  not  allow  this 
debate  to  dose  without  expressing  his  opin- 
ioni  on  certain  points. 

Mr.  Darby  said,  that  ihouch  he  was 
not  diipoied  to  oppose  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill,  jtt  he  must 
express  bis  hope  that  some  measures  of 
relaxation  would  be  adopted  bjr  her  Ma- 
jeily'i  GovcrnmenL  He  must,  indeed, 
repeat  the  (jueition  which  had  been  put, 


whether  (he 


pauper 


should  be  bucied  in  hit 


own  parish  churchyard  or  not.  He  could 
only  lay,  that  there  was  nothing  on  which 
tbe  poor  were  «o  sensitJTC  ai  this  point, 
Na^ ,  even  thoae  who  were  diswnlen  were 
baned  within  the  churchyard,  and  whole 
hmilin  attended  the  Church  on  thoie 
oeeaaioDi.  He  tniited  the  nobis  Ix>rd 
would  look  to  this  clause.  Again  he 
begged  to  call  the  atUotion  of  the  Houtc ' 
to  the  cau  of  union*  of  panibei.  Tbe 
operation  of  the  New  Poor-law  Act  had 
been  to  induce  the  guardiani  in  many 
pariibea  to  remore  moat  of  tbe  inmates  of 
tbait  workbouie*.     He  objected  (0  this, 


that  of  the  -13d  of  Eliiabclh, 
direct  opposition.  Tbe  ptincipia  of  tbe 
Act  of  Elizabeth  waa,  tbat  in  caact  wbcie 
a  man  could  not  maintain  the  wbole  of 
his  family,  you  might  give  work  to  a  pan 
of  his  family,  Tbia  waa  the  opinion  of 
the  celebrated  Mr.  Juitico  Blackalooe, 
who,  in  speaking  of  the  office  aitd  dutiaa 
of  oveneera  of  the  poor,  said  :■» 

"  Tlieir  office  and  duty,  according  to  the 
same  italuic,  are  principally  these; — 1st,  10 
raite  compeient  lumi  Ibr  the  ne casta ry  relief  of 
the  poor,  impoieni,  old,  Uind,  and  Mch  other 
being  poor,  and  not  abje  to  wori ;  aod  3dly, 
to  proiide  work  (or  sucb  ai  are  able,  and  cajt- 
uot  otherwise  get  employment  1  but  this  latter 
part  of  ihcir  duly,  which,  according  to  the 
wiiG  rcguUtioni  of  thai  lalulaiy  statute,  should 
go  hand  in  hand  with  ihe  other,  is  now  noil 
shamefully  neglected.'*  *  •  "Tlic  two  ob- 
jects of  this  tiiaiuie  seein  to  hare  been  1st, 
to  relia*e  the  impotent  poor,  and  ibam  only ; 
inly,  to  tind  employment  for  sucb  as  are  able 
to  work  ;  and  ibis  principally  b;  proriding 
■locks  of  raw  matenib  to  be  woifced  up  al 
Iheir  Hparale  homei,  instead  of  accuBulaling 
all  Ihe  poor  in  one  common  woiklMuaa— a 
practice  which  puts  ihe  sober  and  diligent 
upon  a  lerel  (in  point  of  their  eaningi)  with 
those  who  are  dissoluTe  and  idle,  depresses 
the  laudable  eaalatioa  of  donMic  taduky 
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and  neatness^  and  destroys  all  endearing  (kmily 
connectioDS,  the  only  felicity  of  the  indigent.'' 

Now  he  must  confess,  that  the  noble 
Lord's  saying  that  this  bill  was  framed 
precisely  on  the  principle  of  the  43d  of 
Elizabetn  did  astonish  him.  He  admitted 
the  extreme  difficulty  that  there  was  in  pro- 
viding labour  for  the  poor;  but  if  they  could 
find  labour,  and  harderlabour  than  agricul- 
tural labour,  unquestionably  he  would  pre- 
fer the  labour  test  to  the  workhouse  test. 
But  the  work  must  be  harder  than  agri- 
cultural labour  in  order  to  be  a  test.  The 
real  difficulty  he  saw  in  the  workhouse 
test  was  this — that  persons  who  were  in- 
different to  leaving  their  families  and  their 
homes,  who  knew  that  there  was  not  very 
hard  work  in  the  workhouses,  would  in 
many  instance!  go  in  and  remain  there ; 
whilst  those  who  did  care  about  their 
homes,  and  who  sought  day  after  day  for 
work,  and  were  unfortunate,  were  com- 
pelled to  live  on  the  uncertain  assistance 
they  might  receive.  This  was  a  great 
hardship ;  and  when  the  noble  Lord  said 
that  no  difference  ought  to  be  made  be- 
tween the  industrious  and  the  idle,  he 
thought  the  noble  Lord  was  introducing 
the  worst  kind  of  confusion,  moral  confu- 
sioD,  into  the  minds  of  the  community.  His 
objection  to  the  workhouse  test  was,  that 
it  did  not  try  the  industry  of  the  party. 
If  they  merely  offered  the  workhouse,  the 
idle  man  would  very  often  go  into  it, 
whilst  the  industrious  man  would  not. 
He  found  in  the  Hitchin  Union,  that  a 
man  with  his  wife  and  6ve  children  cost 
23s.  a  week,  and  this,  where  there  was  no 
house  rent  to  pay,  and  where  everything 
was  bought  at  wholesale  price,  and  for 
readv  money ;  whereas  a  man  living  out 
of  the  house  earned  only  12s.  a  week, 
which  added  to  what  he' could  gain  by 
his  children's  labour  might  amount  to  155. 
a  week,  so  that  out  of  the  workhouse  a 
man  with  five  children  was  supported  at 
a  weekly  cost  of  I5s,,  and  in  it  at235.  He 
found  it  difficult  to  understand  how  this 
feet  could  be  reconciled  to  the  statute  of 
Elizabeth,  which  said,  that  where  a  man 
was  unable  to  support  his  wife  and  family 
work  should  be  given  him.  He  admitted 
that  great  evils  existed  under  the  old  sys- 
tem, evils  which  he  was  inclined  to  attri- 
bute principally  to  the  incompetencv  of 
tbose  engaged  in  the  administration  of  the 
Uw  ;  he  did  not  allude  to  the  magistrates, 
hvt  to  the  overseers.  He  did  not  deny 
that  the  management  had  been  lometimes 


good,  but  no  sooner  was  the  good  mana-* 
ger  gone,  than  the  overseers  relapsed  into 
the  old  system.  He  believed,  that  if  iMs 
bill  were  renewed,  it  would  be  found  thnt 
the  labour  test  might  be  applied  with 
success.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  pamphlet, 
written  before  the  New  Poor<law  oa«ve 
into  operation,  in  which  were  some  of  the 
results  of  the  labour  test.  Some  iabouren 
received  13s.  6d.  a  week,  and  some  only 
3s.  Those  who  only  received  3s.  went 
away  directly,  whilst  those  who  were  wil- 
ling to  work  were  forthwith  taken  by  the 
farmers.  But  the  fault  of  the  preeeltt 
system  was  this— that  there  might  be  a 
number  of  men  out  of  work  who  were 
determined  not  to  go  into  the  workhouae, 
and  who  were  allowed  to  remain  out  of 
work  longer  than  necessary.  In  the  work- 
house with  which  he  was  acquainted  the 
cost  was  only  4s.  for  each  person  per 
week.  He  had  gone  over  that  workhouse 
himself,  and  had  found  the  regulations  as 
good  as  possible — the  children  were  well 
taught,  and  perfectly  healthy  and  cleanlj. 
He  feared  that  there  was  but  little  chance 
of  prevailing  on  the  Government  to  adopt 
the  labour  test,  however  strong  his  convic*' 
tion  of  its  tendency  to  relieve  the  moat 
industrious  and  best  deserving  class  of 
the  poor.  He  feared  that  the  consequenoe 
of  the  present  system  would  be  to  make 
pilferers  of  the  children  of  the  indigent. 
He  certainly  would  not  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill,  because  he 
had  always  looked  with  satisfaction  on 
the  introduction  of  an  act  for  the  amend<- 
ment  of  the  Poor-law,  and  he  wished  dis- 
tinctly to  state,  that  he  was  opposed  to  anj 
relaxation  whatever  which  could  by  possi^ 
bility  lead  to  the  relief  of  persons  unwilling 
to  work  out  of  the  poor*rates.  There  were 
one  or  two  other  things  not  subjects  of  the 
bill  now  before  the  House,  but  which  be 
thought  the  noble  Lord  ought  to  pro- 
vide for— one  of  these  was  the  rating  of 
small  tenements.  He  felt  satisfied  tnat. 
whether  before  guardians  or  magistrataa» 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  enforce  the 
rate  among  paupers,  persons  whose  only 
effects  were  their  beas  and  their  chahi. 
He  would  conclude  by  observing  that,  if 
he  thought  the  bill  was  to  remain  in  iu 
present  shape,  he  should  not  fed  himself 
justified  in  voting  for  it. 

Mr.  Rice  hoped  that  this  bill  would  be 
materially  altered  and  amended,  without 
affecting  the  principle  of  the  meaauri» 
which  would  give  protection  to  the  pnUie 


499 


PaorJiom 


{COMMONS} 


CommtiiiM. 


446 


and  to  the  poor ;  and  lie  hoped  also  that 
all  rules  and  regulations  would  be  laid 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Legislature. 
He  was  of  opinion  that  tiie  Poor-law  could 
not  be  efficiently  carried  out  without  the 
establishment  of  some  contral  board.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury,  in  seconding 
the  amendment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Maidstone,  had  stated  m.iny  circumstances 
of  a  striking  nature  to  siiow  the  diflerence 
between  the  operation  of  the  present  and 
the  former  Poor-law.  If  he  could  believe 
those  statements,  he  would  not  support  the 
present  motion ;  but  he  must  be  permitted 
to  doubt  their  accuracy.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth  had 
made  statements  which  ought  to  make  an 
impression  on  the  House  the  other  way. 
In  stating  that  where  the  wages  were 
lowest  the  expenditure  in  out-door  relief 
was  highest,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  alluded 
to  the  county  of  Devon,  where  the  wages 
were  so  low  as  75.  a  week,  and  where  there 
had  been  more  money  expended  in  out- 
door relief  than  in  any  other  county. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  the  most  eastern 
part  of  the  county  of  Kent,  where  the 
out-door  relief  was  less  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  county,  the  wages  of  the  la- 
bourer were  the  highest,  the  average  during 
the  last  three  years  being  I2s,  and  15^., 
and  the  standard  now  I4s,  He  was  sure 
that  in  that  district  the  able-bodied  la- 
bourer was  better  off  than  he  had  been  for 
many  years,  and  he  believed  there  was  not 
a  single  able-bodied  man  in  the  workhouse. 
Id  his  own  parish  the  workhouse  test  had 
produced  great  advantages.  In  the  parish 
of  Eastwicke,  the  year  before  the  new 
Poor-law  was  passed,  there  had  been  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  labourers  cm. 
ployed  by  the  parish  on  the  highway. 
These  men  had  little  more  to  do  than  sit 
on  the  heaps  of  stones,  yet  each  got  3d.  a 
week  more  than  the  hard-working  labourer 
who  was  employed  by  the  farmer.  But 
within  two  years   after  the  new  bill  was 

Cassed  a  respectable  gentleman  stated  that 
e  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  additional 
labourers  to  work  in  his  garden.  He  would 
support  the  present  bill  because  he  believed 
its  general  obiect  was  to  encourage  the 
industrious  labourers,  and  prevent  large 
sums  from  being  laid  out  for  the  mainte- 
nanceof  the  indolent.  1  le  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  whether,  with  all  his 
objections,  he  could  show  that  2,000,000/. 
would  not  be  better  laid  out  by  the  New 
Poor-law  than  4,000,000/.  under  the  old  ? 


Let  them  eicamine  the  report  of  the  Poor^ 
law  commissioners.  The  House  would 
6nd  that  that  work  was  compiled  with 
feelings  of  honest  duty,  and  a  conviction 
that  the  system  which  they  administered, 
had  been,  and  would  be,  successful.  He 
certainly  hoped  to  see  some  amendments 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  first  in 
fixing  a  term  for  the  commissioners,  and 
next  in  making  the  leading  rules  general 
ones.  He  also  objected  to  the  clauses 
which  would  empower  the  commissioners 
to  have  separate  establishments  for  infants, 
and  insan(^  and  infirm  paupers.  Infants 
should  not  be  separated  from  their  parents 
in  the  workhouse ;  though  a  separation 
might  not  be  objected  to  in  the  case  of 
orphans  and  deserted  children,  who  some* 
times  constituted  four  fifths  of  the  infant 
inhabitants  of  a  workhouse.  To  the  gene* 
ral  principles  of  the  bill  he  gave  his  con* 
sent,  but  in  the  hope  that  those  and  other 
important  amendments  would  be  intro* 
duced  into  it  after  the  second  reading. 

Captain  Pechcll  did  not  feel  his  ob* 
jections  to  the  measure  diminished  by  all 
the  amendments  that  had  been  spoken  of. 
One  of  his  strongest  grounds  of  objection 
was,  thas  this  bill  would  annihilate  200 
parish  unions  that  were  incorporated  un- 
der Gilbert's  Act,  and  take  the  manage* 
ment  of  their  own  parishes  from  those  who 
had  for  fifty  or  sixty  years  successfully 
administered  the  affairs  of  their  localities^ 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  poor  and  the 
rate-payers.  The  Poor-law  commissioners 
in  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  noble 
Lord  to  demolish  the  independence  of 
those  parishes  spoke  highly  of  their  desire 
for  uniformity,  but  this  was  the  only  arg^* 
ment  they  could  bring  forth ;  (hey  could 
not  prove,  that  the  administration  of  the 
poor-rate  had  been  ineffective  or  improper 
under  Gilbert's  Incorporation  Act.  He 
had  many  documents  which  he  should  not 
trouble  the  House  by  quoting  now,  but 
which  he  should  bring  forward  at  a  fntare 
stage,  and  show  how  excellently  those  pa* 
rishes  had  managed  the  affairs  of  their  own 
poor.  He  would  also  prove,  when  he 
should  go  more  at  length  into  the  suited, 
how  groundless  was  the  charge  of  the 
Poor- law  commissioners,  that  the  guardians 
of  those  parishes  were  men  without  edaca* 
tion,  actuated  by  illiberal  and  selfish  mo- 
tives. The  report  of  Messrs.  Hawby  ^LtiA 
Hall  had  done  great  injustice  to  a  respects 
able  and  exemplary  body  of  yeomanry* 
The  charges  of  the  Poor-law  commitsiooen 
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were  as  groundless  against  the  manoge- 
ment  of  parishes  in  towns  under  local  acts 
as  against  parishes  incorporated  under 
Gilbert's  Act.  The  force  of  their  cont- 
plaints  might  be  judged  of  from  one  speci-> 
n^en.  They  complained  of  the  parishes  under 
Gilbert's  Act  as  exerting  a  mischievous  in- 
fluence upon  the  neighbouring  unions  under 
the  Poor-law  commissioners.  They  de- 
scribed the  labourer  as  being  so  happy  in 
those  parishes  that  he  went  to  his  work 
whistling  like  a  bird.  This  was  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Stephens.  Now,  where  the 
noble  Lord  found  a  happy  and  contented 
yeomanry,  a  happy  and  contented  pea- 
santry,  and  landlords  not  petitioning  for 
a  dissolution  of  the  incorporated  sys- 
tem,  ought  he  not  to  pause  before  he  in- 
troduced his  uniform  system,  seeing  that 
it  was  wholly  unnecessary  ?  Ought  he 
not  also  to  hesitate  before  he  invaded 
those  towns  that  had  been  hitherto 
managed  under  local  acts,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  both  poor  and  rate-payers  ?  Hoping 
that  the  noble  Lord  would  let  those  dis- 
tricts alone*  he  would  agree  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  W,  Attwood  amidst  cries  for  a  di- 
vision said,  having  all  along  taken  great 
interest  in  this  question,  and  being  one  of 
those  whOy  intending  to  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill,  must  be  con- 
tent to  come  under  the  special  reprobation 
of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Nor- 
thumberland, he  hoped  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  address  a  few  observations  to 
the  House.  If  arguments  were  wanting 
against  the  second  reading,  he  should  find 
them  in  the  speech  of  that  noble  Lord. 
Scarcely  had  any  hon.  Member  addressed 
the  House  in  support  of  the  bill  who  did 
not  qualify  their  advocacy  by  expressing  a 
full  expectation  that  very  material  ameli- 
orations would  be  made  in  the  co:nmittee ; 
but  what  hope  could  now  be  entertained 
of  those  amendments,  after  the  tone 
adopted  by  the  noble  Lord  ?  Upon  every 
occasion  when  this  matter  was  debated  a 
number  of  hon.  Members  came  forward 
and  expressed  their  opposition  not  merely 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  also  to  the 
mode  m  which  it  had  been  carried  into 
operation  ;  and,  in  the  hope  that  the  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  that  House  would 
have  its  due  eflect  in  mitigating  the  se- 
verity of  the  law,  they  were  induced  to 
offer  no  decided  opposition  to  the  measure. 
But  had  the  commissioners  adopted  any 
ope  of  t^ese  ameliorations?    On  the  <;on* 


trary,  instead  of  executing  the  provitioos 
of  the  bill  with  greater  mildness,  they 
were  constantly  giving  the  most  unequivo* 
cal  proofs  of  a  determination  to  add  to  its 
severity,  and  carry  it  into  operation  wiUi 
all  the  harshness  of  which  its  proviaiont 
were  susceptible.  The  noble  Lord»  Uie 
Member  for  Northumberland,  taunl^ 
those  who  opposed  this  bill  with  a  dispp* 
sition  to  support  the  abuses  of  the  dd 
system.  He  threw  back  the  taunt  upoa 
the  noble  Lord,  and  asked  him  where  would 
be  the  supporters  of  the  present  bill,  if  he 
regarded  as  such  only  those  who  approved 
entirely  either  the  mode  in  which  the 
Poor-law  had  been  administered  by  the 
commissioners,  or  the  form  in  which  it 
was  now  sought  to  extend  and  perpetuata 
their  powers  }  If  the  noble  Lord  excluded 
those  who  voted  for  the  second  reading  in 
the  hope  of  seeing  some  material  amende 
ments  introduced  in  the  committee,  the 
bill  would  not,  he  was  confident,  have  tba( 
majority  in  its  favour  which  he  feared 
they  were  condemned  to  witness  to-night. 
Referring  to  the  report  of  the  commis-« 
sioners,  and  the  assistant  commissionerSn 
he  found  certain  palpable  indications  oC 
their  determination  to  carry  strictly  into 
effect  all  those  regulations  on  which  the 
reprobation  of  the  House  had  been  mott 
unequivocally  expressed.  The  Under* 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department  bad 
stated  that  the  bll  was  founded  on  tho 
suggestions  of  the  committee  which  sat  oa 
the  subject  in  1838;  but  the  committee 
had  also  recommended  many  alterationa 
and  amendments,  not  one  of  which  had 
been  adopted.  If,  therefore,  the  sanction 
of  the  committee  were  to  be  quoted  on 
the  one  hand  in  favour  of  the  measure,  it 
afforded  on  the  other  unequivocal  con- 
demnation of  the  proceedings  of  the  com-^ 
missioners  in  not  attending  to  those  8Ug<* 
gestions  which  had  been  unanimously  rem 
commended  in  the  report.  But  the  nobl^ 
Lord,  the  Member  for  Northumberland, 
the  unmitigated  supporter  of  this  bil), 
would  have  an  indefinite  prolongation  of 
their  powers.  He  wanted  a  sort  of  here* 
ditary  pachalic  to  be  conferred  upon  the 
commissioners.  He  seemed  to  have  the 
same  objection  to  define  the  powers^  as 
to  limit  the  duration  of  the  commission. 
Perhaps,  after  all  the  noble  Lord  would 
be  better  pleased  if  the  commissionera 
were  allowed  to  provide  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  to  the  poor,  only  in  sucii 
manner  as  they  should  themselves  thiQV 
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most  expedient.  Really,  erery  discuMion 
which  took  place  upon  this  subject  showed 
distinctly  that  there  was  no  hope  of  ob- 
taining any  amelioration  of  this  bill,  and 
therefore  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  op- 
pose it  entirely.  If  it  were  withdrawn,  or 
if  a  pledge  were  given  that  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  should  be  exercised 
with  a  degree  of  mildness  which  had  been 
uniformly  urged  in  that  House,  no  advo- 
cate would  be  found  for  the  abuses  of  the 
old  system,  and  every  disposition  would 
be  shown  to  support  a  system  which  would 
adequately  provide  relief  to  the  sober  and 
industrious  but  unfortunate  poor. 

Sir  E,  Filmer  rose  to  oppose  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill.  He  had  no  objection 
to  an  amendment  of  the  Poor-laws ;  but 
when  he  found  that  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  before  the  House  would  not  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  the  poor,  he  could  not 
g^ve  his  suppoit  to  it.  He  could  not, 
however,  vote  for  the  amendment  for  this 
reason,  namely,  that  it  would  be  putting  a 
veto  upon  any  amendment  of  the  Poor- 
law  during  the  present  year.  He  merely 
rose  to  set  himself  right  with  his  consti- 
tuents. He  thought  that  in  very  many 
cases,  such  as  those  of  a  man  with  a 
family,  out-door  relief  might  be  very  pro- 
perly given.  If  such  relief  were  given, 
men,  instead  of  being  driven  to  the  work- 
house in  cases  of  momentary  distress 
might  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  act 
honestly  by  their  country  and  by  them- 
selves, doing  their  duty  to  their  families, 
and  causing  much  less  trouble  than  was 
caused  by  the  present  system.  As  he  said 
before,  he  could  neither  vote  for  the 
amendment  nor  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Lnngdalc  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
make  one  or  two  observations  upon  a  par- 
ticular part  of  the  question.  In  the  first 
Session  of  the  Parliament,  he  belonged  to 
a  committee  which  desired  to  enable  the 
inmates  of  workhouses  to  go  to  their  re- 
spective places  of  worship  on  the  Sabbath 
oay.  The  committee  drew  up  a  very  strong 
resolution  on  this  subject,  and  he  had 
hoped  that  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord 
would  have  some  clause  embodying  this 
desirable  provision,  for  it  was  most  unjust 
that  inhabitants  of  workhouses  should  be 
kept  months  and  years  without  ever  being 
permitted  to  attend  Divine  worship  at 
places  of  the  persuasion  to  which  ihcy 
belonged.  He  regretted,  tliat  the  noble 
Lord  had  overlooked  that  important  point. 


Therefore  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
move  an  amendment  to  meet  this  de^t, 
either  in  the  shape  of  a  clause,  or  as  an 
instruction  to  the  committee.  He  sbovld 
prefer  introducing  his  amendment  by  waj 
of  a  clause,  or  perhaps  it  would  be  better 
for  him  to  wait  for  a  more  proper  time, 
when  he  could  move  it  by  way  of  instrac^ 
tion  to  the  committee,  that  some  provt« 
sion  be  made  to  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  the  effect  that  it  does  seem 
highly  desirable,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  that 
the  poor  people  inhabiting  the  workhouae 
should  attend  their  respective  houses  of 
worship — that  those  who  could  not  con. 
scientiously  join  in  the  service  of  the 
Established  Church  should  be  allowed  to 
go  to  their  own  places  of  worship.  He 
thought  such  a  clause  would  be  only  fair 
and  reasonable,  and  he  believed,  that  he 
might  reckon  upon  the  noble  Lord's  sop- 
port  in  favour  of  it,  who  had  introdoeed 
this  amended  bill  into  this  Hoose*  In 
the  detail  of  the  report  which  had  been 
drawn  up  by  the  noble  chairman,  greet 
stress  was  laid  upon  this  point.  It  wee 
urged,  and  very  properly  so,  that  it  wet 
highly  important  that  the  poor  should 
have  the  means  of  practising  their  reli- 
gious duties.  He  did  not  object  of  course 
to  tiiose  belonging  to  the  Esfablished 
Church,  having  every  facility  of  perform- 
ing their  religious  duties,  but  if  they  en« 
joyed  so  excellent  a  privilege,  he  thought 
it  but  fair  and  incumbent  upon  the 
framers  of  such  a  law,  that  they  should 
allow  all  others  the  same  privilege  of 
attending  on  the  Sabbath  dav  their  re^^ 
spective  houses  of  worship.  He  wished 
to  express  his  determination  of  pressing 
this  clause  upon  the  first  fair  opportu^ 
nity,  while  he  admitted  that  he  would 
certainly  vote  for  the  second  reading  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  James  said,  [amidst  calls  to  "  dt- 
vide,*'^  that  it  was  not  on  his  own  account 
that  he  was  anxious  to  address  the  House^ 
but  on  account  of  those  he  represented. 
He  could  state  with  confidence,  that  in 
the  county  with  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  be  connected,  the  New  Poor-law  was 
working  most  beneficially,  and  he  would 
say  that  the  unpopularity  with  which  it 
was  met  when  it  was  first  introduced,  had 
almost  entirely  disappeared.  Before  the 
introduction  of  that  law  it  was  the  prac- 
tice in  the  county  to  give  oot-door  relief 
to  the  able-bodied  and  iheir  families  ia 
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the  thape  of  money,  house  rent,  clothing, 
and  roedical  attendance ;  which,  under  the 
□Id  law,  proved  to  be  to  very  expensive 
and  Tull  uf  abase.  With  regard  Co  the 
worVhouscs,  in  the  old  systeTH,  they  were 
found  most  inefficient — not  one  in  the 
whole  county  was  found  efficient  from 
want  of  classification,  employment  and 
discipline.  With  regard  to  those  parishes 
which  had  no  workhouse,  it  was  the  prac- 
tice 10  farm  out  the  poor — to  lei,  as  it 
were,  the  sick,  the  aged,  and  the  infirm 
by  auction  to  any  person  who  would  bid  for 
them.  It  was  a  sort  of  Dutch  auction, 
whoever  would  bid  the  least,  and  take 
them  into  hta  house,  was  declared  to  be 
the  contractor.  He  knew  an  instance  of  a 
person  agreeing  to  take  these  unforlunate 
persons  in  as  tow  as  1>.  3d.  per  head  per 
week.  The  hon.  Member  who  seconaed 
the  amendment  seemed  greatly  opposed 
to  the  present  system,  but  he  would  ask 
him  what  could  be  more  torturing  thao  the 
old  system,  under  which  people  were 
literally  starved  to  death  by  inches.  The 
fundi  were  frequently  abused  and  cor- 
ruplly  applied,  and  there  wa*  a  total  want 
of  uniformity  throughout  the  entire  coun- 
try. It  was  almost  universally  admitted, 
that  under  the  present  system  of  unions, 
those  evils  had  been  entirely  remedied, 
that  Ihe  aged  and  the  sick  poor  were  in- 
finitely more  comforlable  and  better  cared 
for;  that  children  were  better  instructed, 
and  that  medical  attendance  was  ade- 
quately administered,  and  in  eiery  re- 
spect, the  comforts  of  ihe  poor  were  better 
attended  to  than  under  the  old  system. 
By  the  by,  he  should  say,  that  the  large 
number  ofdisorderly  habitual  paupers  were 
now  converted  into  independent,  indus- 
trious, active  labourers  ;  and  more  than 
that,  those  benefits  were  admitted  and 
acknowledged  by  (he  poor  themselves. 
This  new  systcmhad  also  effected  a  reduc- 
tion in  (he  expenditure  of  the  different 
unions,  varying  from  twenty-five  (o  forty 
per  cent.  He  admitted,  (bat  the  sepa- 
rating aged  married  people  was  rather  a 
severe  and  harsh  measure,  and  he  saw  no 
great  necessity  for  (he  enforcement  of  this 
part  of  the  system.  There  were,  however, 
evils  attending-  every  system,  but  upon  the 
whole  he  was  in  favour  of  this  bill.  He 
had,  through  good  report  and  evil  report 
Buppurted  the  principles  of  this  bill,  for 
the  principles  were  undoubtedly  good, 
He  took  it  to  be  this,  that  the  honest, 
hard-working,  industrious  man  should  not 
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be  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  idle  and 
the  pro6igate.  If  It  were  proposed  to  give 
out-door  relief  as  was  the  case  under  the 
eld  system,  he  considered  that  the  security 
of  property  would  be  much  endangered. 

Mr.  Fielden  complained,  that  the  com- 
mittee, before  whom  inquiry  had  been 
made  as  to  the  operation  of  the  Poor-lawi, 
was  a  most  unfair  one.  It  was  a  com- 
miitee  in  whose  labours  the  people  placed 
10  confidence.  Let  there  be  a  fair  in~ 
luiry,  and  if  the  result  should  show  that 
ne  price  of  labour  had  been  raised  under 
he  new  law,  he  would  no  longer  offer  any 
objection  to  it;  but  he  knew  the  fact 
Ihe  very  reverse,  and  that  waa  the  rea- 
why  he  was  determined  to  oppote 
this  bill  by  every  meana  in  his  power. 
Lord  J.  Rustell  said,  that  after  Uie  se- 
vere terms  which  had  been  used  with  n- 
spect  to  this  bill,  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to  occupy  the  House  for  a  short  time^ 
before  proceeding  to  a  division.  One 
hon.  Member,  the  Member  for  Fins' 
bury,  who  had  almost  commenoed  thii 
discussion,  said,  that  this  was  an  act  haaed 
upon  a  ferocious  and  a  savage  principle } 
and  another  bon.  Member  stated,  that 
while  he  was  very  anxious  for  inquiry,  he 
was  ready  to  oppose  this  bill  in  every  shape 
and  on  every  occasion.  He  considered, 
that  this  measure  had  met  with  a  great 
deal  of  abuse,  but  with  very  little  ai^u- 
ent.  In  replying  to  some  of  the  oba^rfta 
ons  which  lud  been  made  against  it,  ha 
ust  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  Home. 
The  hon.  Member  fur  Sussex  had  disputed 
the  validity  of  an  opinion  which  he  had 
given  upon  this  subject.  He  had  stated 
the  other  night  that  this  Poor-law  Amend- 
ment Act  was  founded  upon  the  principle 
of  the  law  of  EUsabeth ;  and  to  prove, 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  such  an  assertion, 
the  hon.  Member  had  quoted  a  pattan 
from  Blackstone;  but  whatever  might  M 
Blackstone's  opinions  to  the  contrary,  upon 
a  great  question  like  this,  he  be^ed  leava 
to  differ  from  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  this  amended  bill  wai 
founded  clearly  upon  the  principle  of  EU- 
zabeih.  Heheldtheprinnpleof  Elizabeth 
to  be  this — that,  with  regard  to  the  old. 
the  infirm,  and  the  helpless,  that  relief 
should  be  given  by  the  State.  To  the  abl&. 
bodied  relief  should  also  be  given  whan  in 
distress,  but  in  this  case  due  precaution 
should  be  observed  as  to  whether  destitu- 
tion  had  really  enisled  or  not.  With  r«* 
spect  CO  Ihe  aged  and  infinu,  no  fuHbav 
inquiry  was  necessary  to  be  made,  but  with 
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respect  to  the  able<bodied«  it  should  be 
ascertained  whether  those  were  persons 
who  were  really  suffering  from  destitution 
and  want,  or  preferred  living  in  idleness 
and  receiving  alms^  to  seeking  for  employ- 
ment, and  earning  their  bread  by  their  in- 
dustry. The  act  of  Elisabeth  pointed  out 
the  mode  even  in  which  relief  should  be 
administered,  but  this  was  for  a  period 
when  there  were  few  manufactories,  and  a 
large  population  wandering  about  the 
country — when  it  was  not  easy  to  fmd  out 
employment  for  the  poor,  and  at  a  time, 
even»  when  the  wool  of  England  used  to 
be  sent  into  Tuscany  to  be  manufactured. 
They  must,  however, now  actaccording  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  country,  and  their  own 
time.  The  aspect  of  the  country  was  now 
very  different  from  what  it  was  then.  All 
kinds  of  manufactures  have  been  since 
established,  and  every  species  of  labour  and 
employment  was  practissed  with  great  skill 
and  industry  in  this  country,  which  opened 
a  large  field  for  the  employment  of  the 
able-M>died  poor.  They  must,  at  the  same 
time,  take  care  that  they  did  not  preserve  re- 
gulations which  would  set  up  rivals  on  parish 
pay  to  interfere  with  competent  workmen. 
The  same  principle  had  been  acted  on  in 
1795^  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  then 
holding  a  command  in  the  East  Indies,  who 
laid  down,  as  clearly  as  possible,  rules 
which  were  in  effect  the  basis  both  of  the 
Act  of  Elisabeth,  and  the  Poor  -  law 
Amendment  Act.  A  great  famine  had 
occurred,  and  it  became  necessary  that 
relief  should  be  given  to  the  destitute 
population.  The  noble  Lord  read  a  minute 
by  the  noble  Duke,  in  which  it  was  stated, 
that  those  who  suffered  from  the  famine 
might  be  divided  into  two  classes — those 
who  could,  and  those  who  could  not,  work. 
For  the  former  class,  employment  should 
be  found ;  those  who  could  not  work  ought 
to  be  taken  to  the  hospital  and  fed,  and 
receive  medical  assistance  at  the  expense  of 
the  public.  Above  all,  the  principle  must 
be  adhered  to,  that  no  able-bodied  person 
should  be  relieved  who  was  not  willing  to 
work.  In  this  passage,  continued  the  no- 
ble Lord,  we  see  clearly  pointed  out  the 
neccisity  of  some  test  by  which  those  who 
sought  relief  from  the  mere  wish  to  avoid 
work  and  live  in  idleness,  should  be  distin- 
guished from  those  who  were  willing  to 
submit  to  labour.  The  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Sussex,  said,  that  labour 
procured  outside  of  the  workhouse  was  a 
better  test  than  what  was  afforded  the  poor 
within.     Now.   this  was  a  point    which 


he  did  not  think  necessary  on  the  aeoood 
reading  of  this  bill  to  diMUiss.  He  would 
merely,  in  proceeding  further  with  his  oIh 
servations,  remark  that  there  might  be  some 
argument  in  that  assertion,  for  he  should 
suppose,  that  hand  labour,  ffiven  with  dii* 
cretion,  might  be  a  test  fully  equal  to  the 
workhouse  test ;  but  he  must  say,  from  his 
individual  experience,  and  from  that  of 
others  who  possessed  the  greatest  know« 
ledge  of  the  poor,  that  the  moat  efficient 
and  successful  method  of  relieving  parishes 
extensively  pauperised,  was  by  £e  work- 
house system  ;  and  the  House  would  find, 
that  the  most  of  those  gentlemen  who  had 
made  it  their  study  to  inquire  into  this 
subject,  had  come  to  the  opinion,  that  the 
workhouse  test  was  deciaedly  the  heft. 
The  House  would  find  their  experienoeand 
their  evidence  upon  the  subject  in  the  re« 
port  which  had  been  i^opreed  to  by  the  ooou* 
mittec  of  inquiry.  While  that  committee 
had  recommended  that  there  should  be  es- 
tablished a  general  board  to  administer  the 
laws,  it  likewise  recommended  that  the  re- 
lief given  should  be  on  the  workhouse  test. 
What  was  the  principle  of  that  system? 
The  principle  was,  that  relief  should  be 
given  to  the  destitute.  The  next  qoestioo, 
then,  for  them  to  consider  was^  whether  ia 
the  mode  of  giving  relief  to  the  destitute, 
they  could  make  any  ffreat  imprDvemenS. 
He  was  not  now  spiking  as  to  the  advaa- 
tages  of  workhouse  relief  before  any  other* 
but  to  know  whether  any  relaxations  oould 
be  made  in  the  present  provisions  of  the  hilL 
Now,  although  he  had  heard  many  hard 
names  and  severe  terms  applied  to  the 
commissioners,  he  had  never  heard  one  sug- 
gestion made  for  an  alteration  in  thisparticu- 
far  part  of  the  system,  that  would  not  bring 
them  back  to  the  former  state  of  things  eon- 
nected  with  the  abuses  of  the  original  law. 
No  man  was  better  able  to  judge  of  this 
matter,  or  more  acquainted  with  the 
practice  followed  in  different  localities, 
than  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Kent  (Sir 
E.  KnatchbuU),  who  had  stated  pmntedly 
in  what  respect  he  differed  from  the  com- 
missioners. The  riffht  hon.  Gentleman 
differed  from  the  advice  they  had  given  that 
in  certain  cases  of  labourers  being  thrown 
out  of  employment,  the  parties  should  either 
be  sent  to  the  workhouse,  or  the  heads  of 
families  should  be  sent  there  and  employed 
on  some  labour,  or  they  should  be  empl<^red 
on  some  labour  in  the  neigfabooriiood  of 
the  workhouse,  but  outside  its  doors.  The 
right  hon.  Member  for  Kent  thouriit  that 
in   a  peculiarly  severe    winter  luce    the 
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predentj  when  the  poor  could  not  obtain  ; 
workj  the  commissioners  might  have  relaxed 
their  rules,  and  allowed  the  poor  to  be  re- 
lieved in  their  own  houses  without  any 
further  inquiry  than  the  mere  ascertain- 
ment of  the  fact  of  their  being  without 
work.  He  thought^  however,  if  they  were 
to  act  on  that  opinion,  they  would  never  be 
able  to  prevent  the  old  abuses,  or  maintain 
the  principle  of  the  amended  law.  In  the 
very  next  winter  after  you  should  have 
done  so  the  same  application  would  be 
made,  the  same  complaints  would  be  re- 
newed :  it  would  be  said  that  though  the 
winter  might  not  be  as  severe  as  the  last, 
still  the  men  were  destitute,  without  work 
or  wages,  and  the  consequence  at  length 
would  be,  that  you  would  revive  all  the 
other  evils  of  the  former  system.  He  was 
of  opinion  with  his  noble  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Northumberland  (Viscount  Howick) 
that  there  was  very  great  danger  of  giving 
way  in  this  respect.  Many  changes  were 
proposed  to  which  separately  it  might  seem 
harsh  not  to  agree,  and  yet,  if  you  did,  you 
would,  step  by  step,  return  to  all  the  evils 
from  which  the  new  law  had  delivered  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury 
(Mr.  Wakley)  and  others  who  had  spoken 
had  described  this  law  as  very  severe  to 
the  poor.  The  word  ''poor"  was  one 
which  might  conveniently  be  used  both  of 
labourers  receiving  wages  and  of  paupers. 
What  he  said  was,  that  the  law  was  for  the 
benefit  of  the  industrious  labourers  of  this 
country,  and  that  the  old  state  of  things, 
passing  over  now  the  great  waste,  passing 
over  the  destruction  or  property  which  it 
would  in  the  end  have  occasioned,  passing 
over  the  general  idleness  and  demoraliza- 
tion which  it  induced,  had  for  one  of  its 
worst  effects  the  destruction  of  the  welfare 
of  the  industrious  labourers.  He  took  this 
fact  on  the  authority  of  magistrates,  farmers, 
overseers,  and  others ;  and,  in  the  original 
report,  which  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Bishops  of  London  and  Chester,  of  Mr. 
Senior,  and  many  other  members  of  the 
commission  of  inquiry,  who  were  not  mem- 
bers of  the  present  commission,  numerous 
cases  were  detailed,  in  which  labourers 
gave  their  views  of  the  injurious  effects 
which  the  ancient  state  of  things  produced 
to  themselves.     Some  of  them  stated,  that 

"The  farmers  had  refused  to  pay  able- 
bodied  labourers  the  full  prices,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  being  able  to  go  to  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  and  obtain  from  them  labourers  at 
nearly  half  the  full  rate  of  wages,  the  residue 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  poor-rates  by  the  shop- 
keepers and  landowners — that  the  idle  were 
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encouraged  to  the  prejudice  and  ruin  of  the  in« 
dustrious  labourer. ' 

In  a  vast  number  of  parishes,  especially 
in  the  southern,  western,  and  some  of  the 
midland  districts,  the  labourers  were  kept 
under  the  old  system  in  a  state  of  great  diis- 
tress,  many  of  them  receiving  money  from 
the  parish  rates  on  account  of  the  numbers 
of  their  family,  in  virtue  of  some  such  law 
as  that  made  in  a  meeting  of  magistrates 
at  Speenhamland  in  1795,  which  depressed 
industry.  In  consequence  they  often  be- 
came heartbroken,  living  on  the  public 
alms,  because  they  found  it  impossible  with 
all  their  labour  to  earn  a  decent  subsistence. 
For  the  sake  of  the  labourers  he  now  asked 
them  not  to  recall  into  existence  the  system 
by  which  they  had  suffered.  If  they  suf- 
fered the  law  to  be  broken  down,  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  commissioners  to  be 
slackened,  such  were  the  facilities  and 
temptations  to  abuse  of  the  old  system,  that 
the  pernicious  effects  of  it  would  speedily 
again  be  experienced.  He  could  not  think, 
after  all  the  testimony  which  had  been  ad- 
duced as  to  the  comparative  operation  of 
the  two  systems,  that  they  were  injuring, 
instead  of  benefiting  the  poor,  by  keeping 
up  the  law.  He  believed  the  best  thing 
that  could  be  done  for  the  labourer  was  to 
give  him  every  possible  facility  to. obtain 
employment,  and  to  take  care  that  his 
wages  should  be  the  result  of  a  fair  con- 
tract between  his  employer  and  himself,  for 
labour  performed.  But  if  under  the  guise 
of  improvement  you  again  permitted  the 
labourers  to  live  on  charity,  and  reduced 
them  to  their  former  state  of  dependence^ 
although  the  proceeding  might  have  an  air 
of  popularity  at  first,  and  be  lauded  by 
many  persons  as  showing  great  benevolence, 
you  would,  in  fact,  destroy  the  moral  cha- 
racter of  the  labourer ;  you  would  weaken 
his  strength,  and  undermine  his  integrity ; 
you  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  great 
overgrown  population,  whom  your  laws 
could  not  restrain,  whom  even  the  sanctions 
of  religion  would  be  hardly  able  to  curb 
into  obedience,  and  you  would  be  taking 
the  surest  means  to  ruin  the  foundation  (K 
society.  With  respect  to  the  proposition 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tam worth 
to  limit  the  duration  of  the  commission  to 
five  years,  he  should  be  extremely  sorry  to 
see  it  adopted.  The  present  was  now  a 
fitting  time  for  Parliament  to  say  whether 
or  not  it  would  pronounce  its  approval  of 
this  system.  He  believed  the  commissioners 
were  fully  as  much  as  was  necessary  under 
the  control  of  Parliament.  It  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Crown  .to  remove  any  one  of 
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tliem^  and  it  was  quite  impoanUe  that  their 
conduct  should  be  opened  to  much  well- 
founded  censure  without  taking  it  out  of 
the  pcywer  of  Government  to  defend  them. 
Bjr  making  this  limitation  their  authority 
would  be  weakened ;  it  would  be  said  that 
it  was  not  intended  by  Parliament  again  to 
renew  the  law,  and  that  there  was  such  a 
ceneral  dissatisfaction  with  it  as  to  render 
us  repeal  inevitable.  After  the  bill  went 
into  committee,  he  should  be  ready  to 
hear  and  consider  any  proposals  for  its 
amendment,  but  he  should  look  with  great 
Jealousy  at  any  one  that  went  to  impair  the 
principle  of  what  he  looked  upon  as  a  most 
humane  and  most  benevolent  law. 

The  House  divided  on  the  original  ques- 
tion.    Ayes  201 ;  Noes  54 ;  Majority  147. 
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Bill  read  a  second  time. 

HOUSE  OF  LO  RDS, 
Tuesday f  February  9,  1841. 

Lord  Kba^'Ev^-Address  to  the 
Crown.]  Viscount  Melbourne  ha?ing 
moved  the  Order  of  the  Day,  and  the 
message  froni  the  Crown  broiight  down 
yesterday  having  been  read,  8aid :  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  Lordships'  attention  to 
her  Majesty's  gracious  message,  and  I  feel 
perfectly  certain  that  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary for  roe  to  state  in  detail  the  grounds 
and  reasons  on  which  her  Majesty  was 
advised  to  send  down  that  message  to 
your  Lordships,  or  the  grounds  and  rea- 
sons on  which  I  shall  move  your  Lordships 
that  an  address  to  her  Majesty  be  agreed 
to  eniireJy  in  concurrence  with  that  mes- 
sage. When  your  Lordships  recollect  the 
services  to  which  that  message  refers; 
when  your  Lordships  recollect  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  thanks  given  by  Parliament 
for  those  services,  and  the  honours  con- 
ferred on  those  who  rendered  them,  with 
the  eoocurreoce  and  consent  of  your  Lord- 
ships and  of  the  whole  community,  I  ap- 
prehend that  your  Lordships  will  be  in- 
clined to  ask  rather  why  this  proceeding 
has  been  so  long  delayed,  than  why  it  has 
been  brought  forward  now.  Into  the  rea- 
sons of  that  delay  it  is  not  my  intention  to 
enter,  nor  do  I  conceive  it  necessary :  but 
I  must  say  this  much,  that  the  delay  has 
not  arisen  from  any  doubt  whatever  on 
the  mrl  el  her  Majesty's  Government 
whether  it  were  fitting  and  profer  to  merk 


{PsB.  9)        Addrm  H>  th  Cinm.       4M 

those  services  in  the  manner  in  which  it  k 
now  proposed.  Lord  Kean  is  a  soldi^ 
who  has  commanded  her  Majesty's  forces 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  having 
shown  on  all  occasions  the  greatest  talents, 
firmness  and  decision,  he  was  selected  for 
the  high  situation  of  lieutenant-general  of 
her  Majesty's  army  in  India,  and,  by  a 
concurrence  of  circumstances,  intrusted 
with  the  command  of  the  great  expeditioa 
undertaken  across  the  Indus — an  expe? 
dition  in  the  conduct  of  which,  though  he 
Iiad  great  and  almost  unparalleled  difficul- 
ties to  contend  with,  he  displayed  a  firm- 
ness, resolution,  skill,  and  energy,  which 
led  to  the  most  happy  and  fortunate  con- 
clusion. It  is  for  these  services  that  the 
honours  already  granted  have  been  con- 
ferred on  Lord  Keane,  and  in  consequence 
of  which  I  am  now  about  to  move  the  i^- 
dress  with  which  I  mean  to,  conclude,  for 
your  Lordships'  sanction  and  concurreoee. 
By  the  practice  and  usage  of  Parliament 
it  is  not  for  your  Lordships  to  originate 
the  measure  to  which  this  message  refers  s 
but  I  feel  certain  I  am  not  anticipating 
too  much  when  I  expect  your  Lordships* 
unanimous  declaration  of  your  ready  con- 
currence in  those  measures  which  will  bo 
necessary  to  signalize  those  ierviees  in 
the  manner  pointed  out  by  her  Majesty. 
The  noble  Viscount  concluded  by  moving, 
that  a  humble  address  be  presented  to  her 
Majesty,  assuring  her  Majesty  that  their 
Lordships  would  cheerfully  concnr  in  such 
measures  as  were  necessary  to  aecomplish 
the  object  pointed  out  in  her  Majesty's 
message. 

Lord  Ellenborough:  I  most  cordially 
concur  in  this  address,  but  I  must  etprMs 
my  surprise  (and  I  think  the  noble  Vis^ 
count  admits  the  justice  of  my  doing  so), 
that  it  has  been  so  long  delayed,  whatever 
be  the  cause.  I  entirely  agree  with  the 
noble  Viscount  in  thinking,  that  the  ho- 
nours which  have  been  conferred  have 
been  most  fully  deserved,  and  in  coming 
to  that  opinion  I  do  not  look  solelv  to  the 
brilliant  exploit  by  which  the  noble  Lord, 
in  a  remarkably  short  time,  got  possession 
of  Ghuznee,  however  ^reat  the  decisioii 
with  which  he  carried  that  formidable  ^r- 
tress.  Whst  I  regard  with  most  admfotitioti 
in  his  conduct  is  the  fortitude  of  mind  and 
character  which  enabled  him  to  face  the 
unparalleled  difficulties  h#  bad  to  over- 
come in  the  long  march  where  he  was  ex- 
posed to  such  hazardous  passes  sa  the 
I  Bolao.  U  is  not  so  knuch  where  6lt  riien 
Q2 
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yiare  a  common  danger  that  the  teal  (cope 
of  a  general's  characEer  is  diapUyed  ;  it  is 
when  the  lole  responiibiiity  for  the  fate  of 
a  great  Brmy  rests  on  one  man  in  the 
midst  of  difficulties  and  dangers.  In  that 
difficulty  Lord  Keane  was  placed,  and 
from  that  difficulty  he  emerged  with  ho- 
nour.  My  Lords,  I  look  ou  the  honours 
conferred  on  Lord  Keane  as  not  only  con- 
fgrred  on  himself,  but  on  the  gallaat 
army  which  he  commanded.  There  may 
have  been  occasions  equally  distinguished 
for  assault*  of  fortresses  and  the  gaining  of 
battles  by  the  army  in  India,  but,  though 
its  present  success  may  have  been  equalled, 
it  could  not  have  been  surpassed.  And 
this  I  will  say,  that  so  far  as  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  military  history  there  has 
been  no  occaaion  where  the  whole  body  of 
a  great  army  in  the  prosecution  of  enter- 
prise* so  great,  and  of  such  continued 
oifficulttes,  have  displayed,  in  such  trying 
circumstances,  the  highest  military  qua- 
lities to  be  found  In  any  army— patience, 
endurance  <^  fatigue,  submission  to  pri- 
vations, (and  amongst  theae,  the  greatest 
of  all,  want  of  food  and  water),  and  a  per- 
serverance  in  every  enterprise  which  the 
commander  directed,  or  the  necessities  of 
the  army  imposed.  Above  all,  this  army 
has  been  remarkable  for  that  perfect  dis- 
cipline and  good  treatment  of  the  people 
of  the  country  through  which  it  passed, 
which  enabled  them  to  achieve  the  great 
object*  they  had  in  view,  by  preserving 
their  own  health  and  efficiency.  Tliesie 
are  the  high  military  qualities  which  huve 
ever  distinguished  the  army  in  India,  nnil 
which  led  my  noble  Friend  (the  Duke  of 
Wellington),  in  speaking  of  it,  some  time 
back,  to  observe,  that  it  came  nearer  to  his 
idea  of  what  a  Roman  legion  was,  ih.m 
any  army  he  had  ever  seen.  No  higher 
compliment  could  be  paid  any  army,  and  1 
trust  it  will  ever  deserve  it. 
Addreu  agreed  (o. 

HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
TuHday,  February  9,  1841. 
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GO  KM  and  Wwt  luBt  Sii«>r^-Bf  Mr.  t.  Uwls,  tan 
Glmgow,  ind  othsplMM.ftir  Om  AtaMlM  irf Ow  ?■■ 
■nun  In  lb*  CburA  ct  Brm^mt-^  Hi.  Clilnhlifc 
Ur.oy^oBBEli.iuid  Mr.  E.  TibhoI,  tarn  Mriey,  Ob*- 
prw,  ni  UtaAoUt,  in  bToui  of  Iha  CtfTii^  <^  D*- 


Slavery  in  the  East  Indies.^  Sir 
S.  Zxs^tn^fon  wished  to  ask  the  r^lhon'. 
Gentleman,  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Control,  whether  any  despatches  had  ben 
received  with  respect  to  the  state  of 
slavery  in  India,  and  whether  be  sronld 
consent  to  lay  such  despatches  upon  the 
Table  of  the  Honse. 

Sir  Joha  Ilobhoute  replied,  that  aisee 
the  papers  received  in  Jul*,  183B,  were 
laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  a  cor- 
respondence had  been  carried  on  betmen 
Ihe  home  Government  and  the  Govern- 
ment in  India,  and  he  would  have  no  ob- 
jection whatever  to  lay  the  corrcspOBdeaee 
before  the  House. 

Trxas.]  Mr.  (TCmnell  iiKmired  ifllie 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Af- 
faiia,  had  any  objection  to  lav  before  the 
House  the  treaty  which  hu  been  coa- 
cluded  with  Texas. 

Viscount  PalmerttoH  replied,  ihll  of 
course  it  would  not  be  laid  upon  the  Ta* 
ble  until  it  had  been  ratified, 

Mr.  M'Lbod — UsiTKiiSTaTBa.]  Lord 
Stanltjf  said,  that  yesterday  he  had  asked 
the  noble  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affaira,  if 
he  had  any  objection  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  the  correapondeiKe 
that  had  taken  place  with  the  United 
States  since  1837,  relative  to  the  aeiuire 
of  the  Caroline :  also  whether  he  would 
lay  upon  the  Table  the  correspondence 
that  had  taken  place  in  respect  of  tbe 
apprehension,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
of  Mr.  M*l.eod,  a  British  subject.  Tbe 
noble  l/ird  hiid  then  slated,  that  he  did 
object  to  the  production  of  the  correspond- 
ence with  regard  to  these  two  subJMis, 
but  that  he  had  no  objectiua  to  lay  Ixfore 
the  House  so  much  of  the  correspondeuce 
on  the  latter  case  as  had  been  publiahed 
in  ihe  American  papers,  iuasffluch  a*  It 
had  been  laid  before  Congress.  Now  fae 
would  submit  to  the  noble  I^rd  that  be 
should  re-cooiider  his  answer.  At  til 
events,  the  producliou  of  the  comspood- 
ence  in  titat  form  would  be  a  matter  for 
the  noble  I>ord's  discrelioa.  He  bwl 
asked  for  the  whole  corieapoadence  ;  be 
had  not  aakad  for  a  partial  coiietimideiiei 
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to  be  produced,  on  the  ground  not  that  it 
ceni«toed  the  facts  as  they  actually  stood, 
bat  that  it  had  been  made  public  through 
flonie  irregular  medtum.  He  thought, 
that  the  production  of  those  papers  in  that 
form  would  establish  an  improper  prece- 
dent, and  would  place  the  case  on  a  foot- 
ing that  might  be  greatly  liable  to  mis- 
understanding as  regarded  this  country  in 
the  eyes  of  her  colonies.  He  wished  also 
for  a  more  explicit  answer  to  a  question 
which  was  asked  yesterday,  namely,  whe- 
ther her  Majesty's  Government  had  taken 
any  steps,  and  if  so,  what  steps,  as  re- 
garded ibe  liberation  of  Mr.  M*Leod. 
The  noUe  Lord  had  told  him — he  be- 
lieved these  were  his  Lordship's  exact 
words — Ithat  her  Majesty's  Government 
wouU,  and  indeed  had  taken  such  steps 
as  they  thought  necessary  on  the  subject. 
He  did  not  ask  them  what  steps  they  had 
taken,  if  the  noble  Lord  thought  proper  to 
withhold  that  information,  but  he  did  ask 
him  whether  he  had  taken  such  steps  for 
ibe  protection  and  liberation  of  Mr. 
H*Leod  (who  had  been  apprehended  on 
the  I2th  of  November,  1840)  as  would 
be  effectual  in  point  of  time  in  reference 
to  the  proceedings  then  going  on.  He 
wished  to  ask  that  question,  and  also  to 
give  the  exptanatlon,  though  he  dfd  not 
wish  to  press  for  the  production  of  papers, 
nor  did  he  ask  for  them  when  they  did 
not  give  the  whole  information.  He  was 
aware  of  the  responsibility  which  attached 
to  any  Member  calling  upon  the  Govern- 
ment for  papers  which  they  were  not  wil- 
ling on  public  grounds,  to  produce.  At 
the  same  time,  he  reserved  to  himself  the 
future  expression  of  his  opinions  upon  the 
subject,  and  the  full  right  of  pressing  upon 
the  Government  at  another  time  for  the 
part  and  whole  of  the  correspondence. 

Viscount  Palmerston  replied,  that  when 
be  stated  yesterday,  that  he  could  have 
00  reasonable  ground  of  objection  to  the 
production  of  papers  which  had  already 
oeeu  laid  before  dongress,  and  published, 
he  did  not  iotimate  any  intention,  on  the 
part  of  Government,  to  lay  those  papers 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  of  its  own  ac- 
cord. He  thought  the  noble  Lord,  for 
the  reasons  he  himself  had  stated,  bad 
exercised  a  sound  discretion  in  not  press- 
sing  for  the  production  of  those  papers. 

Lord  Stanley  observed  he  had  not 
asked  for  a  part — he  had  asked  for  the 
whole. 

Palmerston :  With  reapiect  to 


the  other  queitlon,  what  he  had  suM 
was  this  t«— A  case -of  a  somewhat  similar 
nature  happened,  or  was  expected  to  hap- 
pen, a  year  or  a  year  and  a  half  ago ;  and 
upon  that  occasion  instructions  were  sent 
out  to  Mr.  Fox,  laying  down  what  the 
Government  thought  were  sound  prinoi- 
ples  to  meet  the  emergency.  At  that  time, 
it  was  rendered  unnecessary  to  act  upoD 
the  instructions  ;  but  the  case  having  now 
actually  occurred,  Mr.  Fox,  without  wait- 
ing for  further  instructions  from  home, 
acted  upon  the  former  instructions,  and 
made  a  demand  upon  the  AmericaQ  go- 
vernment for  the  liberatwn  of  Mr,  M'Leod. 
He  then  reported  the  whole  case  to  her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  but  from  various 
causes  that  communication  had  been  much 
longer  on  its  passage  than  usual,  and  it 
was  only  a  few  days  ago  that  be  had  re- 
ceived the  final  portion  of  the  correspoiid- 
ence  which  had  taken  place  between  Mr. 
Fox  and  the  American  government -— it 
was,  therefore,  only  that  day  that  an  op- 
portunity had  presented  itself  for  sending 
out  final  and  conclusive  instructions— 
they  were  then  ready  prepared  and  were 
on  the  point  of  being  sent  off;  but  what 
the  nature  of  those  instructions  was,  nei- 
ther the  noble  Lord  nor  the  House  woald 
then  expect  him  to  say.  He  repeated, 
Mr.  Fox  had  founded  his  remonstranoes 
with  the  American  government  upon  in- 
structions sent  him  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, respecting  a  case  of  a  similar  nature, 
which  it  was  feared  would  have  occurred. 

Lord  Stanley  :  The  noble  Lord  did  not 
answer  my  question.  1  wish  to  under- 
stand whether  the  noble  Lord  has  or  has 
not,  up  to  this  time,  since  the  12th  of 
November,  sent  out  to  the  British  Minis- 
ter, at  Washington  any  specific  instruc* 
tions  as  to  the  protection  and  liberation  of 
Mr.  M'Leod. 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  that  the  m- 
structions  to  Mr.  Fox  were  precisely  to  the 
same  effect  as  those  which  were  stated  as 
having  been  given  in  the  former  case.  It 
was  not  till  Saturday  last  that  the  govern- 
ment had  received  from  Mr.  Fox  the  re- 
port of  his  last  correspondence  with  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
repeated  that  to-day  was  the  first  on 
which  instructions  could  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Fox. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  put  a  question  to 
the  noble  Lord.  He  held  in  his  hand  n 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  general  order  ie* 
sued  and  signed  by  Colonel  M'Nab,  the 
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general  tendency  of  whieh  was,  that  the 
Lietttenant  -  Governor  approred  in  the 
highest  degree  of  the  destruction  of  the 
steam-boat  Caroline,  and  offered  his 
thanks  to  Captain  Drew,  and  those  under 
his  command,  including  the  volunteers, 
for  the  creditable  manner  in  which  the 
feat  was  performed.  The  question  which 
he  (Mr.  Hume)  wished  to  put  was,  whe. 
Iher  that  paper  had  been  communicated 
to  her  Majesty's  Government  and  whe- 
ther her  Majesty's  Grovernment  had  signi- 
fied their  approbation  of  the  act  ? 

Lord  John  Russell  replied,  that  the  com- 
munication quoted  by  the  hon.  Member 
had  been  made  by  order  of  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  who  stated  that  he  approved  of 
the  act  done.  The  Lieutenant  Governor 
then  reported  the  circumstances  to  her 
Majesty's  Government,  who  received  a 
counter-statement  from  the  American  go- 
vernment. As  to  whether  her  Majesty's 
Government  approved  of  the  act,  his 
noble  Friend  had  already  answered  that 
question. 

Mr.  T,  Duvcomhe  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  Government  had  adopted  the  acts 
of  Captain  Drew,  who  had  acted  under 
the  orders  of  Sir  Francis  Flead,  as  their 
own.  He  thought  the  House  ought  to 
know  whether  they  had  given  or  with- 
held their  approbation  of  that  act. 

Viscount  Palmerston  :  If  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman means  to  ask  whether  this  Govern- 
ment do  or  do  not  consider  the  capture  of 
the  Caroline  to  have  been  a  justifiable 
proceeding,  I  answer  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  do  consider  it,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  have  been  a  proceeding 
perfectly  justifiable  by  the  consideration 
of  the  necessity  of  defending  her  Majesty's 
territory. 

Mr.  Hume  then  asked  whether  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  had  ever  signified  that 
opinion  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  any  way  ? 

Viscount  Palmerston:  That  opinion 
has  been  submitted  both  to  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  here,  and,  1  believe, 
by  Mr.  Fox  to  the  American  government. 

Conversation  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Blacker.]  Mr.  Shaw  begged, 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  while  he 
referred  to  a  matter  that  was  personal  to 
a  gentleman  of  high  respoctabilitv,  hold- 
ing  an  im|K>rtant  judicial  office  in  Ireland: 
ha  meant  Mr.  Blacker.  The  hon.  and 
ieamad  Member  for  DMblin,  when  apeak* 


ing  on  the  bill  for  registration  of  votere, 
had  saidy  in  order  to  show  thai  Jir. 
Blacker  was  one  likely  to  take  a  strtngeat 
and  unpopular  view  of  the  fraoohise,  that 
Mr.  Blacker  had  worn  an  Orange  badge 
when  on  the  circuit  as  a  barrister.  At 
the  moment  when  the  charge  was  made^ 
he  and  those  Gentlemen  around  him  who 
knew  Mr.  Blacker,  felt  convinced  that  it 
was  unfounded ;  but  he  would  now  read  a 
short  passage  from  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  on  the  subject  from  Mr.  Blacker 
himself.     The  passage  was  as  fallows:*^ 

"  T  gave  up  in  1826  going  the  circuit,  and 
never,  either  before  or  since,  have  belonged  to 
any  political  society  of  any  description,  or 
worn  any  badge,  whether  Orange  or  not,  eitbar 
on  the  circuit  or  elsewhere.  The  chargt^ 
therefore,  is  not  only  unfounded  in  fact,  but  is 
contrary  to  all  my  habits.*' 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  stated,  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Blacker  to 
the  same  effect. 

Sir  [L  Bateson  said,  he  had  known  Mr. 
Blacker  for  many  years,  and  he  felt  autho* 
rized  by  that  long  acquaintance  to  stale 
that  the  insinuation  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  was  perfectly 
unfounded. 

Drainage  of  Lands  (Ireland.)] 
Viscount  Morpeth  rose  pursuant  to  noticst 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  drainage  of 
lands  in  Ireland.  It  was  proposed  by 
this  bill,  which  corresponded  in  its  objects 
and  almost  in  all  its  clauses  with  the  bill 
of  the  last  Session,  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  Ireland,  more  particularly  in  respect  to 
its  agriculture.  The  projected  sites  for 
draining,  were,  upon  careful  survey*  to  bo 
determined  on  by  the  proper  autboritiea 
for  conducting  such  ioquirica.  The  doty 
of  conducting  them  to  completion  would 
devolve,  of  course,  upon  the  iKNtrd  of 
works  in  Ireland,  which  would  be  at  li- 
berty to  recommend  that  penooa  willin|^ 
to  undertake  the  drainage  of  cerlaio  dis- 
tricts  should  be  allowed  advances  of  naoney, 
to  carry  these  partial  drainages  into  elo- 
cution, upon  approved  security.  He 
thought  that  with  modesty  he  might  say» 
though  the  author  of  the  bill«  that  it  wao 
a  measure  which,  if  carried  into  cfiectt 
promised  to  effect  quietly  and  wkhoot 
exciting  either  hostility  or  appreheBsioo, 
more  good  for  Ireland  and  mose  permoa- 
ent  relief  for  her  population  in  the  vayi 
of  affording  a  stimoiua  to  iodostry  mid 
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nuMiiB  of  empkyment  for  tliouiiiidt  of 
untinployed  hands  thao  had  been  affected 
by  meaaurea  of  greater  'pretenaion  and 
more  aounding  name.  He  had  little 
doobt  in  hia  own  mindi  that  though  it 
would  not  equally  excite  and  agitate  the 
public  mind  in  Inland,  as  the  Irish  regis* 
tration  bill  of  his  noble  Friend  or  that 
which  he  had  originated,  it  wonld  do  more 
good  for  the  people  of  that  country, 
than  either  his  noble  Friend's  bill  on  re- 
gistration or  his  own ;  and  satisfied  he 
perfectly  was  that  it  could  nerer  experi- 
ence as  much  opposition  from  any  quar- 
ter, as  either  his  noble  Friend's  registra- 
tion bill  or  bis  own.  The  noble  Lord  con- 
cluded by  moving  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  promote  the  drainage 
of  lands  in  Ireland  to  promote  navigation, 
and  increase  the  facilities  of  communica- 
tion, by  means  of  water-carriage. 

Mr.  Ooulbum  thought  it  necessary  the 
House  should  be  apprised  that  it  was 
likely,  if  the  bill  pass^,  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  advance  money  belonging 
to  the  public  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  It 
into  e^ect.  If  the  noble  Lord  contem- 
plated that  by  the  present  bill  there  wQuld 
be  such  a  call  made  on  the  publici  as 
would  occasion  an  increase  in  our  un- 
funded debt,  he  must  protest  against  any 
such  improvident  project,  more  particu** 
larly  in  our  present  embarrassed  financial 
situation* 

Viscoqpt  Morpeth  said,  it  was  not  in 
his  contemplation  to  make  any  call  upon 
the  public  for  a  grant  of  public  money, 
but  be  saw  no  reason  why  persons  or 
companies  engaging  in  these  undertak- 
ings, pursuant  to  the  plan  of  the  Irish 
Government,  should  not  be  permitted, 
like  any  other  class  of  enterprising  persons, 
tojobtain  loansof  money  upon  good  security. 

Mr.  Shaw  conceived  that  the  most 
desirable  object  to  follow,  for  the  sake  of 
Inrfand  was,  the  promotion  of  its  agricul* 
torcy  for  which  she  was  eminently  adapted, 
in  oonsequence  of  the  great  field  open  for 
exMtioo  nod  enterprise  in  the  waste  lands 
and  bogs  of  that  country,  and  the  abun- 
dant supply  of  labour  at  a  cheap  rate. 
Afler  the  agitation  that  had  been  got  np 
oo  the  subject  of  the  exclusive  oonsomp- 
tiaa  of  articles  of  Irish  fobrio  and  manu- 
foeCoK,  it  was  net  my  probable  that 
anything  attempted  by  its  Government  to 
iniesaae  the  eemmerce  of  Ireland  could  be 
ftff  eActive* 

Mft  OHSMmell  tkoaght  he  bad  jmni  Teai* 


son  to  eomplain  ^  the  conree  that  bad 
been  taken  by  the  two  right  hon.  Genlia4 
men,  who  had  seised  upon  the  oooasioa 
of  the  noble  Lord's  moving  merely  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill^  to  read  the  Hooea 
two  distinct  lectures  on  trade  and  finanoe^ 
He  hardly  expected  to  have  found  any 
right  hon.  Member  much  excited  by  aa» 
other  project  being  broached  for  tha 
draining  of  Ireland — a  process  with  which 
every  English  Minister,  it  must  be  ooQi^ 
fessed,  was  very  familiar.  The  jealonaj 
of  the  right  hon.  ex-Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  natural  enough.  From 
habit  and  upon  principle  he  was  sensi- 
tively apprehensive  of  the  danger  that 
might  result  to  England  from  letting  any 
of  the  public  money  go  over  to  Ireland ; 
a  jealousy,  however,  very  unreasonable 
when  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  must, 
have  known  that,  out  of  the  administra* 
tion  of  Grown  property  in  Ireland,  there 
had  been  remitted  yearly  to  the  Exche* 
quer  here,  not  less  than  74,000/.,  which 
was  spent  in  beautifying  London,  wideur 
ing  its  avenues,  and  erecting  statues  io 
its  pubiio  places  and  squares.  He  also 
mignt  have  found,  from  his  being  so  con- 
versant with  the  pubiio  excbequeri  thai 
not  less  a  sum  tban  little  short  of  two 
millions  of  money  was  1'emitted  by  Ireland 
to  the  exchequer  of  England,  for  the  uaa 
of  this  country.  After  this  explanation, 
he  trusted  the  House  would  not  suffer 
itself  to  be  misled  into  giving  a  colour  to 
the  suspicion  that  it  participated  in  tha 
uncharitable  prejudices  of  the  right  hon« 
Gentleman.  The  House,  too,  might  have 
been  spared  the  allusion  made  to  the 
prevalent  agitation  in  Ireland,  on  the  iqIh 
ject  of  giving  a  preference  to  Irish  pn>« 
duce  and  manufacture.  The  subject  bad 
been  discussed  at  length  in  most  parts  of 
Ireland;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Shaw)  had  been  challenged  toeotee 
into  the  field.  He  might  have  entered 
into  the  arena  with  his  friend  Dr.  Butt-* 
but  he  declined  it.  ' 

An  hon.  Member.  — ^  Rensember  Mr* 
Gooke's  challenge. 

Leave  given. 

AnoLTTioir  OP  thb  Ponishmbmt  oif 
Dbath.]  Mt.  F.  Kelly,  in  rising  to  movie 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  abolition 
of  the  pontshment  of  death,  except  in  car-' 
tain  caseS|  observed,  that  fh>m  tne  ampU 
disciiarfon  which  a  similar  bill  of  hlstiffl 
undergone  last  SessioDi  these  was*  IMM 
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MCemiy  for  troubling  the  House  vith 
reasons  for  permitting  him  to  place  a 
vmilar  bill  to  that  of  last  year  upon  their 
Table.  The  number  of  ofifences  to  which, 
by  our  laws,  the  punishment  of  death  was 
attached  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  cen- 
tury was  nearly  300— a  most  formidable  and 
fearful  proportion.  Through  the  efforts  of 
many  eenlightened  men,  though  opposed 
by  die  most  eminent  members  of  the  pro- 
fession to  which  he  belonged,  that  state  of 
the  law  had  been  mitigated,  and  the  num- 
ber reduced  to  nearly  thirty.  Pursuing 
this  benevolent  object,  he  had  had  the 
honour  to  submit  to  the  House  last  Ses- 
sion a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  death  as  a 
punishment  for  crime,  except  in  the  cases 
of  murder  and  high  treason*  That  bill 
had  been  on  various  occasions  fully  dis- 
cussed. It  had  been  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  passed  through  a  committee, 
and  only  thrown  out  upon  the  third  read- 
ing by  a  very  small  majority,  in  a  thin 
House.  Un^r  such  favourable  circum- 
stances he  was  convinced  lie  was  fully 
authorised  in  presenting  for  their  accept- 
ance, this  Session  of  Parliament,  a  mea- 
sure of  a  similar  description.  He  had  the 
pleasure  to  learn  that  the  Government  did 
not  intend  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
introduction  of  th^  bill  of  which  he  had 
given  notice.  It  would  suffice  to  state, 
therefore,  that  this  bill  in  substance  did 
not  depart  from  the  bill  which  he  hud  in- 
troduced to  their  Dotice  last  Session. 
There  was,  in  point  of  form,  a  variance 
adopted,  upon  the  suggestion  of  some  of 
his  professional  friends,  which  consisted  in 
this — that,  instead  of  reciting  in  one  sec- 
tion all  the  different  offences  which  were 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  class  to  which  the 
penalty  of  death  had  been  attached,  and 
to  which  a  mitigated  punishment  was  in 
future  to  be  attached  under  this  bill — he 
had  increased  the  number  of  clauses  in  the 
bill,  and  had  placed  each  of  those  offences 
IB  a  separate  clause.  Although  this  might 
be  considered  inconvenient,  yet  it  had  one 
very  imimrtant  advantage  over  the  other 
course,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled  the  House, 
in  the  committee  on  the  bill,  to  suggest 
separately  any  improvement  in  the  second- 
ary punishment  applicable  by  this  bill  to 
each  offence,  upon  the  clause  beinff  read 
by  the  chairman.  It,  in  effect,  would  give 
the  committee  a  greater  scope  to  adapt  a 
secondary  punishment  to  the  offence  spe- 
cified separately  in  the  clause  under  ais- 
cuision  by  the  committee.  With  these 
exctptions,  which  he  had  thought  not  only 


eipedient  but  noccMary,  ta  mkr  to  ok* 
viate  the  objectiodi  of  aome,  and  to  Beutni* 
lise  the  opposition  of  othm»  to  tbe  mmi* 
sure  of  last  Session,  the  bill  which  he  wm 
about  to  move  for  leave  to  iotroduoe  would 
be  the  same  both  in  its  form  and  aubetanoe 
as  before.  He  must,  before  he  sat  dowo, 
take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  hn  re* 
gret  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  prepare 
and  to  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 
similar  bills  to  that  which  he  had  de- 
scribed for  the  purpose  of  introduciiig  the 
same  modification  of  the  law,  with  zeapect 
to  the  |Ninishment  of  death,  into  IreMod 
and  Scotland.  But  it  would^  doubtless^ 
occur  to  hon.  Members,  as  it  had  done  to 
him,  that  the  simultaneous  introductiou 
of  three  bills,  identical  in  their  dauaea  and 
wording,  into  the  House,  would  lead  to 
very  considerable  confusion,  and  would 
tend  to  render  that  an  intricate  auliject  ef 
legislation  which  ought  to  be  moat  aiaqiie 
and  easy  of  comprehension.  He  hidf 
therefore,  withheld  those  conaequent  nea. 
sures,  convinced  that,  if  the  House  con- 
sented to  abolish  the  punishment  of  death 
for  certain  offences  now  visited  or  liable 
to  that  sentence  in  England^  it  would  at 
once  follow  as  a  matter  of  coorsoy  that 
the  same  alteration  in  the  law  would  in- 
roediatelv  have  effect  in  Ireland  and  Soot- 
land;  for  no  doubt  could  be  raised  as 
to  the  expediency  of  such  an  eqnaliaa* 
tion  of  the  statute  law,  and  consequently 
no  opposition  to  those  measures,  vhka 
would  thus  be  rendered  necessary*  oould- 
be  offered.  He  therefore  felt  no  dilBcnlty 
in  pledging  himself  to  bring  forward  two 
measures  for  Ireland  and  Scotland,  to 
abolish  the  punishment  of  death  in  those 
kingdoms,  as  soon  as  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  House  approved  of  the  principles  which 
pervaded  the  measure  in  oehair  of  which 
ne  was  speaking.  There  was  another  and 
highly  important  consideration,  connected 
most  intimately  with  the  present  question, 
to  which  he  felt  bound  to  refer.  In  the 
present  state  of  the  law  relating  to  ae- 
condary  punishments,  it  could  not  but  be 
admitted  by  all  parties  that  there  eziatod 
a  very  great  imperfection  in  the  atatutca 
relating  to  that  subject,  and  this  imper^ 
foction  had  been  mane  use  of  as  an  arn. 
ment  against  all  attempts  at  legislatuur 
further  on  the  punishment  of  death  untu 
seoondary  punishmenta  had  been  planad 
on  such  a  footing  as  to  enable  the  eaecn 
tive  to  dispense  with  capital  iniactioaM» 
When,  however,  he  inreaiifated  the 
speeches  of  those  buBuoeand  kigk-niaded 
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paWie  mn  who  had  glnu  Uieir  ijw^t 
AttcntiMi  to  the  nibject  of  puairiitneiit,  he 
found  that  it  was,  without  exception,  their 
opiiiioD,  that  although  the  law  relating  to 
tnis  natter  wis  ia  an  imperfect  and  un- 
equal state,  atill  it  was  impossible  for  anjr 
indiridaal  Hember  of  the  Levislature,  not 
actii^  in  accordaiice  with,  and  by  the  sanc- 
tioa  and  aid  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
to  atlonpt  to  effect  any  general  alteration 
of  the  law  as  it  now  stood.  Tt  was  ob- 
vious that  in  the  question  of  such  a  sweep- 
ing iDodification  of  the  lawe  affecting  se- 
onodarjr  punishment  as  this  would  be  in- 
rolred  a  rery  serioos  consideration  re- 
specting the  public  expenditure.  Any 
new  system  of  aecondary  punishments 
woold  raider  it  requisite  to  appoint  and 
pmnde  for  the  support  of  a  rast  number 
of  additional  poUic  officers,  as  well  as  for 
the  eiectiiHi  and  preserTation  of  an  extra 
DBMber  of  prisons.  It  would  be  necetsarv 
to  pnride  ror  all  this  expense  if  such  a  bill 
aa  be  nftrred  to  were  introduced,  and 
such  a  step  could  be  taken  by  no  other 
party  in  that  House  than  the  Minister  of 
tfao  Crown.  Still  he  hoped,  in  case  the 
Government  should  not  be  prepared  to 
move  in  the  toatter  of  secondary  punish- 
mmts,  and  in  case  no  hon.  Member  of 
that  Hoose  better  qualified  than  himself 
tocdt  the  initiatiTO,  that  he  should  be  pre- 
pared to  place  on  the  jonmals  of  the  House 
some  suggestions,  in  the  form  of  a  series 
<d  resolutions,  which  might  bo  useful  as  a 
guide,  if  in  no  other  way,  and  upon  which 
asme  beneficial  measure  for  the  alteration 
of  dta  whole  system  of  secondary  punisb- 
nwDt  DOW  in  practice  might  be  based.  He 
hoped,  however,  that  the  noble  Lord  op- 
poeite  (Lord  J.  flflssell},  to  whom  the 
country  was  ao  mudi  indebted  for  the  re- 
txtat  which  he  had  introduced  into  the 
criminal  code  of  the  country,  vould  be 
prepared,  before  Img,  with  some  resolu- 
tions to  the  effect  he  had  intimated  ;  and 
if  be  should  not,  and  if  it  should  also  ap- 
pear that  the  Government  was  not  dis- 
psaed  to  bring  forward  the  subject,  he 
Mraself  would,  af^er  Easter,  submit  his 
own  ideas  to  the  House,  in  the  form  of  a 
aeries  of  resolutions  on  the  subject.  Be- 
fctfB  he  sat  down  he  felt  it  necessary  to 
idiode  to  a  t»ll  whicJi  the  Goremment  had 
eiven  noticv,  it  was  its  intentitm  to  intro- 
doce  during  the  present  Session,  for  the 
Airtber  dniitioii  of  the  pantahment  of 
death  id  oertaiii  cases.  He  begged  most 
csedialb'  to  thank  tlie  Ministers  of  the 
Cnmm  tb^inteBtlanbiidtt  wbap- 


petied  that  It  had  stitted  their  coBVMlebet 
to  have  laid  U  on  the  Table  of  the  Hottte^ 
nt  or  near  the  period  at  which  he  had  ftft 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  forward  bis  Owb 
bill  upon  the  subject,  he  should  have  en- 
deavoured to  hare  delayed  his  measure.  In 
order  to  see  whether  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment wonhl  effect  what  he  proposed ;  hot 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Under  Secre- 
taiyofState  for  the  Home  Departmeutjlnl 
intimated  that  he  should  not  be  ready  with 
his  bill  before  the  end  of  the  month,  be 
had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  not  to  postpons 
his  motion,  and  to  ash  the  House  to  sn^ 
him  to  bring  forward  his  tdil  as  befi>r^ 
without  offoring  any  opposition  in  the 
present  stage;  when,  if  there  were  no 
great  delay  on  the  part  of  Gorremment  id 
the  other  bill,  he  should  refrain  froDi 
pushing  his  measure  forward  to  the  coau 
Diittee-stage  until  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment;  when,  if  it  should  prove  to  be  o^ 
extensive  with  his  own  measure,  he  woold 
at  once  cede  and  withdraw  the  latter,  n- 
joiced.to  find,  that  the  Government,  during 
the  present  Session,  had  been  induced  to 
step  forward,  and  to  carry  into  effect  thoaa 
great  reforms  io  the  apphcation  of  punidi- 
menta  which  the  enlightened  spirit  of  ths 
age  imperiously  and  unauimoualy  called 
fw.  He  begged  leave  to  move  for  leave  t(i 
bring  in  a  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the 
punishment  of  death  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Ewarl  begged  to  second  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member, 
because  he  had  been  particularly  request- 
ed to  do  so  by  some  parties  highly  de- 
sirous to  see  the  proposed  modification  of 
tUe  criminal  law  carried  into  efiect.  Tha 
experience  of  every  day  which  had  elapsed 
since  the  principle  of  adopting  a  muder. 
system  of  punishment  had  bMn  mooted 
and  acknowledged,  confirmed  his  own 
conviction  that  it  was  not  only  aafa  bat 
expedient  to  dispense  in  future  with  tb* 
punishment  of  death.  When  the  measure, 
jbi  the  inirodnction  of  which  the  hoD. 
and  lesmed  Member  had  asked  leave  of 
the  House,  was  a  little  more  matured,  b« 
would  Bobroit,  for  the  consideratioa  of 
those  hon.  Members  who  took  an  ioteisrt 
in  this  subject,  a  series  of  cakiolatiooa 
which  had  been  famished  to  bim  by  iba 
obliging  communication  of  a  Member  of 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  showing  tkNfr 
crime  had  rapidly  diminished  in  thoM 
stales  where  the  puaishment  of  death  w>f 
wwunknowD.  He  would  alaoibow^fiMi 
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the  taae  rtat'f*'^^  docoacaU,  tkat  tbc  I  tkat  ht  fmrntrnkenA  vkca  a 
ecfUwij  of    poDHhoKfii  bad    bcrcawd   W  Sir  J.   jjiriritiwh  lad 
aioM  tbt  ioflietioB  of  death   had   been   tUid  daae,  tbe  tbn  Seuetoifaf 
aboliifaeds   be  weald  aim  tbow,  that  in    tenuned  Mt  to  iciiD^uisk  bia 


of  indicUDeot  for  Cboie  Crimea  vhicb  i  tMk  tbe  chaaoe  af  a 

bad  fomerij  bceo  rbited  with  capital '  osbg  iato  tbe  H'm,  and  dcdawri  tbat 
pwufbMeat,  tbe  eoovictioiii  were  iBcremied  ^  be  woald  divide  agaia  npow  tbe  qocHaaB 
a  tbouaad  ibid  io  tbe  proportion  to  what  j  '*  tbai  tbe  hiil  da  paai."  Tbe  Seoctary 
tbcy  w€fe  before  this  alteration  was  nade. » erf  Stale  was  nooeaifol,  and  tbe  bill  did 
Ha  iboold,  lK»wever,  icaerre  tbeie  suie-  not  pas.  Swcb -as  tbe  aafture  af  tbe  ow- 
■cau  ibr  some  faUie  stage  of  the  present :  P»uoo  then  aade  to  aaj  pn{»>>»»  » 
■easaie,  and  in  tbe  mean  time  he  coaM  moA^^  tbe  cnauaal Uw.  Tbebon,aad 
oolf  eipress  tbe  cheering  effect  that  was  '■  *<«?«*  Gentleman  was  likawne  nghl  in 
imdaced  upon  his  mind  by  the  reflection  ^^^^^  J^  <^  btc  vean  a  »ery  pot 
that  tbe  anlversal  interest  which  was  ukea  ^^.  ^JT'^'TL^  i^  "^^  " 
bf  enlirhtened  persons  io  all  tbe  coontries  "^.  *P|"^  "  **^^**^  iT^"^ 
of  ElSipe,  in  Ike  propagation  of  the  '^'t^^^''^^l^^'^'''^TSl 
priacipte  on  which  this  measure  was  f'*?"";**^.  *^"  "J  !hT'T!,'l5^ 
ftmaded,  showed  a  simoltanecns  advance  *'*^  ^  ***  ^^^  *~  ^  *^  whoaejaig- 
i.  those  conntries  in  the  education  of  f^^  "IL^^T  SIL^l"^EI^ 
mankind,  and  in  the  propsgation  of  seoti.  ^^  J^-^  ^  £S.:?Sitl.iS3 
■cala  of  true  Cbrutun  chanty.  He  woold  T  .  nTi  _!T  y^.  .  .7T  .  •  ..  TT: 
ooly  add.  that  b«  coincided  entireW  io  the  *"'  **"::",■:*  f~'  ZS^il^H 
JLt  ex^Dded  by  the  boo.  andleamed    7"  expedKot  to  change  the  ««md  h» 

•«     |_  *^  •'.a  ^    ,  :.«    r       1      to  *ttch  an  extent  as  be  uiopuscd,  wita  taa 

If  ember  respectmg  the  necessity  of  mak.    ^      ^  ^  ^^  strf^^j  to  tba 

mg  some  extensive  .Iteration,  in  the  pie-  ^^^  j^^  of  abolisbiag  tb^  paniab- 

sent  sptem  of  what  were  termed  ^nd-  ^^^  ^  ^^^  dtogetherTAi  tW 

ary  ponishments,  but  what  he  hoped,  a  ^j^  i^  ^  p^-^JSd  to  admit,  ibat , 

no  disunt  penod.    to    be   able   to    call  ought  to  be  furSer  changes  aiid  amol 

pnmarj  punishments.    His  opinion  in  this  ^^^  ^  ^^  cnmiuMi  cJL     He  admitted 

matter  was.  that  the  b^t  way  of  reforming  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^mea  now,  by  hm, 

a  cnmioal  was,   to  subject  him  to  such  puoishaUc  with  death,  which  ought  aotta 

preliminary  disciphne  in  prison,  and  after-  }^^  punished.     Therefore.  kTomU  aot 


wards  let  him  have  an  opportunity  of  re-    ^f^^  the  hon.  and  learned 

covering  his  character  in  a  foreign  penal  ^^^  ^^  introduce  a  bill  which  piopoaad  to 

settlement.     He  trusted  that  whatever  re-  ^.^^           ^^e  punishment  of  datbftwi 

form  w  the  present  code  of  capital  punish-  ^^^tain  if  tho«  crimes.     It  would  be  a 

menu  was  contemplated  by  the  Govern-  ^^^  ^^  consideration  how  &r  tbe  boa. 

ment,  such  reform  would  be  at  least  co-  ^nd  learned  Gentleman  proposed  to  carry 

extensive  with  the  bill  of  the  hon.  and  ^is  modi6cations ;  and  whether  it  would 

learned  Member  for   Ipswich  ;  and    also  \^  jn  the  power  of  tbe  Government  to 

that   the  views  propounded    by  the  hon.  concur  in  tbe  lull  extent  of  his  ptopoaai. 

and  learned  Member,  with  respect  to  the  it  was  alwap  to  he  recollected  that  the 

amendment  of  the  criminal  law  would  be  bon.  and  learned  Gentleman  who  biotigbt 

promoted  and  furthered  by  the  Ministers  forward  the  present  motioo.  and  tbe  koa. 

of  the  Crown.  Gentleman  who  seconded  it.  unbeaitatiagly 

Lord  J.  RuJfsell:  The  hon.  and  learned  declared  that  their  ultimateobject  was  the 

Gentleman   who  proposed    this  bill  had  entire  abolition  of  the  punisbawat  of  death, 

stated  very  truly,  that  at  the  commenoc-  That  being  the  case,  it  was  likearise  proper 

ment  of  the  present  century  there  were  for  him  {{jofd  John  Russell)  to  deckra 

not  less  than  300  oflenccs  imnished  capit-  that  that  was  an  object  to  which  be  onuM 

ally  ;  and  he  was  also  correct  in  stating  not  consent.     With  respect  to  the  ofeacsa 

that  there  was  for  many  years  a  very  still  remsining  on  the  stdluta-book  puaiah- 

strong  opposition   to  any  amelioration  of  able  with  death,  there  were,  be  tboughl^ 

that   poniibDMnt.     Every  proposition  for  two  very  distinct  classes  of  thcak    Tbora 

mitigating  tbe  extreme  severity  of  the  law  were  certain  oflfences  in  renieet  to  wbieb 

waa  oppcMed  by  all  the  strength  of  tbe  hardly  any  one  would  wish  taopaaishaieat 

Government  in  the  House  of  Commons,  of  death  to  be  rBtained,  aad  in  luapBCt  to 

■ad  so  pertiaadous  waa  that  opposition,  which  thoro  couU  ba  m  doabl  that 
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other  mode  of  punishment  should  be  sub* 
stituted.  There  were  other  cases  in  which 
lie  thought  there  would  be  very  great  dif. 
Acuity  in  effecting  a  change  of  the  law. 
As  an  instance  of  both  these  cases,  he 
would  take  the  offences  created  by  a  single 
statute,  all  of  which  were  punishable  with 
death— he  meant  the  offence  of  destroying 
ships  and  ships'  stores  in  dock-yards.  Now 
the  offence  of  wilfully  destroying  one  of  her 
Majesty's  ships  was  one  which,  in  his 
opinion,  partook  of  the  character  of  high 
treason,  and  was,  therefore,  justly  punish- 
able with  death  ;  but  tliere  was  in  the 
same  statute  a  class  of  minor  offences,  such 
as  the  destroying  of  rope,  or  setting  fire  to 
any  small  quantity  of  stores  in  the  dock- 
yards, which  could  he  considered  merely  as 
offencesagainst  property,  and  which,  there- 
fore, ought  not  to  be  punished  with  death. 
It  would  be  seen,  therefore,  that  there 
were  different  offences  comprehended  in  one 
and  the  same  statute,  to  all  of  which  the 
punishment  of  death  was  now  allotted ;  to 
one  class  of  which  that  amount  of  punish- 
ment was  properly  applicable,  but  to  the 
other  class  of  which  a  much  milder  punish- 
ment was  all  that  justice  could  require. 
There  were  other  cases  of  as  great  or  even 
greater  difficulty.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  said  that  the  svstem  of  se- 
condary  punishments  at  present  established 
in  this  country  were  not  such  as  he  could 
altogether  approve  of.  At  the  same  time 
he  said  that  he  did  not  think  that  any  in- 
dividual Member  of  the  House  could  pro- 
pose a  complete  and  beneficial  change  of 
the  law  in  that  respect,  but  that  it  must 
be  undertaken  by  the  Government.  He 
owned  that  it  appeared  to  him,  if  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman's  opinion  were 
good,  and  he  was  not  disposea  to  doubt  it 
— he  owned  it  appeared  to  him,  that  after 
the  mitigations  effected  in  the  criminal 
law  by  the  present  Government  in  1837 — 
taking  away  the  punishment  of  death  from 
so  many  ofllences  previously  punished  capi- 
tally— and  after  the  care  and  attention 
which  had  been  bestowed  upon  the  subject 
of  transportation  and  imprisonment,  as 
means  of  secondary  punishment,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  might  very  pro- 
perly have  allowed  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
time  to  consider  the  whole  of  the  subject^ 
and  that  he  might  hare  waited  at  least  a 
little  longer  to  see  whether  some  complete 
system  would  not  have  been  proposed.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man tliat>  as  regarded  secondary  punish- 
neiitS;  sHidi  reimiied  to  be  done*-^ 


agreed  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man no  system  of  a  perfectly  satitfaotorjr 
nature  could  be  established  until  prisons 
had  been  built  in  this  country,  and  roaia? 
taincd  at  the  expense  of  the  atate^  in 
which  persons  could  be  confined  who  woukl 
otherwise  be  liable  to  the  punishment  of 
death  or  transportation.  But,  at  all 
events,  this  was  quite  clear,  that,  as  the 
law  stood  at  present,  there  was  much  that 
required  to  be  amendedi  much  that  would 
demand  a  great  deal  of  labour  and  car^ 
before  a  satisfactory  statute  upon  this  sub* 
jcct  could  be  framed.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the  alteration 
which  took  place  in  the  law  in  1837.  At 
that  time  he  (Lord  John  Russell)  proposed 
in  certain  cases  to  substitute  imprisonment 
for  five  years  in  this  country,  for  the  pu,. 
nishment  of  transportation  for  life.  The 
other  House  of  Parliament  thought  th^ 
proposed  period  of  five  years'  imprisonmeni 
too  long,  and  reduced  the  maximuni 
amount  of  punishment  under  that  statute 
to  three  years'  imprisonment.  The  Housq 
of  Commons  agreed  to  that  amendment, 
and  such  was  now  the  enactment  of  the 
law.  If^  then,  imprisonment  for  three 
years  was  the  maximum  amount  of  punish- 
ment for  all  the  grave  offences,  included  in 
the  act  to  which  he  had  just  referred,  and 
which,  previous  to  the  passing  of  that  act, 
were  punishable  with  death,  that  amount 
of  punishment  ought  to  be  the  standard 
by  which  all  future  legislation  upon  the 
subject  of  secondary  punishment  should  be 
guided.  But  there  were  many  statutes 
upon  the  book  which  imposed  transporta- , 
tion  for  7  or  14  years,  for  offences  of  a 
much  less  grave  nature  than  many  of  those 
for  which  the  maximum  of  punishment 
now  prescribed  by  the  law  was  three  years' 
imprisonment.  In  dealing  with  this  sub- 
ject, therefore,  it  was  necessary  that  a  wide 
and  comprehensive  view  should  be  taken 
of  it,  and  that  such  grades  of  punishment 
should  be  allotted  as  was  suitable  to  the 
guilt  and  gravity  of  each  particular  offence.  \ 
He  had  made  these  observations  for  the  I 
purpose  of  showing  that,  in  legislatinffJ 
upon  this  subject  for  the  future,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  take  a  general  Tiew  of  the 
whole  subject,  so  that  the  amount  of  pu- 
nishment in  all  oases  might  be  apportioned 
to  the  crime,  and  so  prescribed  by  law  w 
not  to  lea^e  the  mitigation  of  the  punish- 
ment to  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  the 
mercy  of  the  Crown, 
L^re  given. 


m       EethtlMihal  Omril.       (COMMONS) 
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TlTttftS-^EcCtifiStAftTtC^AL  CoUftTS.] 

Captain  Pechell  asked  for  leave  to  intro- 
doce  a  bill  to  amend  the  Tithe  Recovery 
Act,  5  and  6  Will.  4th.  He  said  that  the 
House  was  no  doubt  aware  that  it  was 
provided,  by  the  7  and  8  Will.  3rd.,  that 
all  suits  for  tithes  under  the  amount  of 
10/.  should  be  instituted  before  the  jus- 
tices ;  the  House  would  also  recollect  that 
in  the  year  1835  he  had  the  honour  to  in- 
troduce a  bill,  which  afterwards  became 
law,  and  the  5  and  6  William  4th.,  by 
which  it  was  provided  that  all  such  suits 
should  be  heard  only  before  the  justices 
of  the  peace,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other 
courts  of  her  Majesty.  It  was  now  as- 
serted that  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  did 
not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  act,  but 
it  undoubtedly  was  the  intention  of  that 
act  to  prevent  all  suits  for  tithes  under  a 
certain  amount  from  being  carried  to  the 
ioperior  courts.  There  was  now  a  petition 
on  the  Table  of  the  House  from  a  poor 
woman  of  the  name  of  Sarah  Young, 
which  stated  that  she  had  been  cited  to 
the  Bishop's  Court  at  Llandaff  by  a  reve- 
rend divine  for  an  alleged  arrear  of  tithe 
amounting  to  only  seven  shillings,  and  at 
a  time  when  that  unfortunate  person  was 
confined  to  the  House  from  siclcness,  and 
consequently  unable  to  attend.  She  was 
held  in  contempt  for  not  attending  at  a 
distance  of  forty-five  miles,  and  she  was 
committed  to  the  county  gaol  of  Mon- 
mouth, where  she  remained  for  a  term  of 
seven  months.  Another  case  had  occurred 
ID  the  diocese  of  Exeter.  A  gentleman  of 
'the  name  of  Hill  had  been  cited  to  the 
Bishop's  Court  for  an  arrear  of  tithe. 
Having  greater  means  than  Sarah  Young, 
he  employed  a  proctor,  who  appeared  in 
court  and  produced  the  Act  5  and  6  Wil- 
liam 4ih,  as  a  defence  to  the  action.  To 
the  astonishment  of  Mr.  Hill  and  his  proc- 
tor the  case  was  dismissed,  but  without 
costs.  It  appeared,  then,  that  notwith- 
standing the  6  and  6  William  4th,  persons 
were  liable  to  be  cited  before  the  Bishop's 
Court  for  tithes.  He  thought  the  House 
ought  to  remove  all  doubt  on  the  subject, 
and  place  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  rest  of  her  Majesty's 
courts  in  regard  to  this  question.  He 
would  be  glad  if  the  noble  Lord  would 
bring  in  a  general  measure  to  remove  the 
general  jurisdiction  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  altogether,  but  as  it  became  his 
(Captain  Pechell's)  duty  to  amend  the  act 
'^^—'^  he  had  been  instrumental  in  getting 


passedi  ha  w<Hild  therefore  mova  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  Tithe  Re* 
covery  Act  (5  and  6  William  4th),  and  to 
take  away  the  jurisdiction  from  the  Eccle- 
siastical Courts  in  all  matters  relating  to 
tithes  of  a  certain  amount. 

Dr.  Nicholhsid  no  objection  to  allow  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  amend  his 
own  clumsy  and  bungling  legislation.  The 
difiiculty  arose  entirely  from  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member's  taking  up  a  subject  with 
which  he  was  not  very  familiar. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  thought  the  learned 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  had  no 
right  to  accuse  the  hon.  and  gallant  Mem- 
ber in  this  instance,  for  he  was  equally 
responsible  for  the  measure — indeed  more 
so.  It  became  him  to  watch  over  a  mea- 
sure which  he  says  was  bunglingly  gone 
about,  and  prevent  its  passing  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Hume  was  of  the  same  opinion. 
He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the  learned 
Gentleman  opposite  to  have  interfered ; 
but  though  he  knew  better,  he  would  not 
come  to  the  relief  of  the  hon.  and  galbnt 
Member.  The  House  was  much  obtijged 
to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member,  he  had 
done  something,  but  the  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite  had  done  nothing. 

Leave  given. 

County  Courts.]  Mr.  Fax  Mamie 
felt  great  diffidence  in  approaching  the 
subject  of  County  Courts,  on  which  he 
had  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  ask  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  them, 
when  he  considered  that  the  question  had  for- 
merly been  undertaken  and  discussed  bysuch 
men  as  Lord  Althorp  and  Lord  Brou^am; 
and  his  diffidence  was  in  no  way  lessened 
when  he  considered  the  deep  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  the  humble  powers  of 
the  individual  who  had  now  undertaken 
to  bring  the  question  before  the  House. 
He  was  sure  that  the  House  would  agree 
with  him  when  he  stated  that  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  he  was  placed—connected 
with  that  department  of  the  Government 
which  had  the  surveillance  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  throughout  the  country 
— that  it  was  impouible  for  him  to  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  demand  which  the  public 
had  made  for  legislation  on  that  subject. 
Year  after  year  petitions  had  been  pi»- 
sented  to  the  House,  and  he  believc^i  there 
was  scarcely  a  district  in  England  from 
which  petitions  had  not  been  presented 
to  the  house  for  private  bills^  in  order  to 
enable  then  to  establish  aoiae  better  sje» 
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tern  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts.  But 
he  did  uot  approve  of  such  piecemeal 
legisiaiioD.  He  thought  it  desirable  that 
one  general  system  should  be  established 
by  Act  of  Parliament  to  extend  to  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales.  It  was 
unnecessary  for  him  to  enter  into  any  long 
statement  to  the  House  in  order  to  convince 
them  of  the  evils  attendant  on  the  present 
system  for  the  recovery  of  small  debts.  It 
was,  in  fact,  a  total  denial  of  justice  to 
the  poor,  and  to  all  persons  a  heavy  ex- 
pense. He  could  only  refer  the  House  to 
the  fifth  report  of  the  law  commissioners 
on  this  subject ;  they  would  there  find  all 
the  grievances  of  the  system,  and  most  of 
the  clauses  of  the  bill,  in  the  shape  of 
suggestions  which  he  was  about  to  propose 
to  remedy  those  evils.  The  inconveniences 
of  the  present  county  courts  were  admitted 
on  all  hands.  The  measure  which  he  was 
about  to  introduce  was  the  same  as  that 
which  had  been  brought  before  them  two 
years  ago.  The  first  principle  of  it  was  to 
extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  courts 
to  sums  amounting  to  20/.  Whether  this 
was  a  proper  limit  they  were  not  there 
that  night  to  discuss,  for  the  point  would 
be  reserved  for  an  after  stage  of  the  bill. 
In  establishing  the  courts,  he  proposed 
that  they  should  be  perambulatory,  not 
merely  confined  to  the  central  town  of  the 
district^  but  to  be  held  from  time  to  time, 
and  in  such  other  places  as  her  Majesty's 
Council  might  be  pleased  to  appoint.  He 
proposed,  in  the  next  place,  that  the 
judges  to  be  appointed  should  be  paid  by 
a  fixed  salary — that  they  should  be  per- 
manent officers  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
and  removable  by  the  same  power  which 
appointed  them.  He  proposed,  also,  that 
their  salaries  should  be  paid  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  this  court ;  and  when  the  fees 
should  not  happen  to  be  sufficient  to  re- 
munerate the  judges,  instead  of  paying 
the  deficiency  out  of  the  county  rates,  as 
it  was  once  suggested  to  do,  he  proposed 
that  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  consoli- 
dated fund.  He  next  proposed,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  proceedings  of  these  courts,  to 
render  their  proceedings  more  simple,  so 
that  the  meanest  capacity  might  at  once 
understand  their  nature.  He  proposed  to 
do  away  with  all  the  written  pleadings 
which  at  present  existed  in  the  county 
courts,  and  that  the  pleadings  should 
commence  with  a  simple  summons,  call- 
ing on  the  defendant  to  appear  and  an- 
^ffeu    If  tl\e  defendaqt  failed  in  the  first 


instance  to  appear,  judgment  in  absence 
would  be  given  against  him :  but  if  h^ 
could  afterwards  show  good  cause  why  te 
had  not  appeared  in  the  first  instancei  he 
proposed  that  the  judgment  in  absenee 
should  be  annulled,and  a  new  trial  granted* 
It  was  also  proposed,  in  order  to  avoid 
vexatious  delays,  that  if  the  defendant  ap- 
peared and  entered  his  defence,  with  a 
special  plea  for  making  it  attached,  and  if 
he  failed  to  sustain  his  defence,  the  judg- 
ment would  go  peremptorily  against  him 
in  absence,  but  at  the  same  time  it  wai 
thought  advisable  that  the  judge  shoald 
have  an  unlimited  discretion  in  every  such 
case  either  to  refuse  or  to  grant  a  new  trial. 
It  was  proposed  that  the  judge  should 
sit  alone  in  certain  cases ;  that  he  shoald, 
by  himself,  decide  all  cases  under  5/.,  but 
in  cases  above  5L  and  under  20/.,  it  was 
proposed  to  leave  it  to  the  option  of  the 
parties  whether  they  should  be  tried  by  the 
judge  alone,  or  by  a  jury,  to  consist  of 
five  individuals.  In  reference  to  the  costs, 
he  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  he 
greatly  reduced.  He  had  next  to  propose, 
what  might  be  objected  to  by  gentlemen 
learned  in  the  law,  but  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  an  essential  part  of  any  system  for  the 
easy  and  speedy  recovery  of  small  debts-— 
he  proposed  that  the  parties  themselves 
should  be  examined  if  found  necessary, 
and  that  all  witnesses  might  be  examined 
without  reference  to  any  interest  they 
might  have  in  the  case.  He  proposed 
nothing  new,  he  merely  proposed  to  ex- 
tend to  such  newly- created  judges  the 
powers  which  the  present  judges  had  under 
the  1st  and  2ncl  Victoria.  There  was  no 
doubt  but  that  the  patronage  which  the 
Crown  would  receive  by  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing the  judges  to  these  county  courts 
would  be  great.  He  anticipated  that  for 
the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  business 
under  the  present  measure,  the  number 
might  possibly  amount  to  twenty-five; 
but  there  was  one  circumstance  to  which 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  was,  that  almost  an  equal 
amount  of  patronage  existed  at  the  present 
moment,  without  the  House  being  aware 
of  it ;  for  since  the  measure  was  first  in- 
troduced, no  less  than  twenty-two  local 
bills  had  been  framed,  very  similar  in  their 
provisions  to  the  present  measure.  To 
every  one  of  these  localities,  the  power  of 
appointing  the  judge  was  vested  in  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  the  House  would 
observe  that  these  twentv-two  loc^l  courU 
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woM  all  be  merged  into  the  present 
genertil  meaiare.  The  patronage  under 
the  present  measure  could  only  be  made 
to  Test  in  the  Crown.  It  would  not  be 
safe  to  place  it  in  any  other  source  than 
one,  which  was  responsible  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  In  reference  to  the  pa- 
tronage which  at  present  belonged  to  the 
manorial  and  other  courts,  he  did  uot  pro- 
pose to  do  away  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  of  these.  His  object  was  merely  to 
improve  the  administration  of  justice  in 
the  county  courts,  and  such  courts  as  the 
courts  of  requests  would  still  be  open  to 
the  public,  if  they  chose  to  make  use  of 
them.  He  proposed  that  the  salary  of 
each  judge  should  be,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, 800/.  per  annum ;  and  that  it 
should  increase  as  the  business  increased, 
but  in  no  case  should  it  exceed  l,/>00/. 
per  annum. 

An  hon.  Member  asked  if  the  judges 
were  to  be  allowed  to  practise  as  barristers. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  said  they  would  not  be 
allowed  to  practise.  He  had  now  sketched 
the  outline  of  the  measure,  the  great  fea- 
ture of  which  was  that  which  went  to 
establish  throughout  the  country  local 
perambulatory  courts,  to  which  the  poorer 
creditors  would  have  immediate  access. 
Instead  of  a  court  which  obliged  both 
them  and  their  witnesses  to  travel  an  in- 
convenient distance  to  attend,  they  would 
now  have  one  near  to  their  own  homes, 
and  one  that  would  give  them  cheap  and 
speedy  justice.  He  hoped  that  the  mea- 
sure would  be  the  means  of  giving  to  the 
lower  classes  a  confidence  in  the  eood 
intentions  of  Parliament  towards  them. 
He  had  witnessed  the  beneficial  effects  of 
a  similsr  system  in  that  part  of  the  king- 
dom with  which  he  was  more  immediately 
connected.  Three  years  since,  a  measure 
passed  through  Parliament,  which  at- 
tracted little  notice;  but  which  gave  a 
power  to  her  Majesty  to  declare  in  what 
part  of  any  county  in  Scotland  the  sherifl' 
should  hold  his  small  debt  court.  That 
measure  had  worked,  and  was  still  work- 
kiiif ,  greatly  to  the  benefit  of  the  people 
of  Scotland,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that 
this  Session  would  see  a  similar  measure 
bestowed  on  the  people  of  Kngland. 
Thanking  the  House  for  the  attention 
with  which  they  had  listened  to  his 
statements,  he  begged  leave  to  move  for 
leave  to  biing  in  *'  a  bill  to  improve  the 
ptaciire,  and  extemi  the  jiiris<1iction  of 
owmiy  eovHs.** 


Mr.  Ewart  hoped  he  might  be  allowed  to 
express  an  opinion  on  this  subject,  having 
been  solicited  by  individuals  in  that  part 
of  Lancashire  to  which  he  belonged,  to 
introduce  a  similar  measure.  These  courts 
existed,  and  were  found  very  beneficial  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  soon  be  established  in  England.  He, 
however,  thought  it  would  he  better  not  to 
prevent  the  judges  practising  as  barristers. 
There  was  one  innovation  in  the  bill  wor- 
thy of  all  praise, — namely,  that  the  evi- 
dence of  witnesses  was  not  to  be  limited 
by  technical  rules.  I^et  a  witness  be  sifted 
as  much  as  possible,  but  let  his  evidence 
be  taken  quantum  valeat.  He  should  be 
glad  to  see,  by  way  of  supplement  to  this 
measure,  one  for  introducing  a  system  of 
stipendiary  magistrates  throughout  the 
country. 

Colonel  T.  Wood  hoped,  that  the  mea» 
sure  would  not  be  made  instrumental  in 
undermining  the  jurisdiction  now  exercised 
by  county  magistrates.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  €k>vernment  intended  to  re* 
serve  the  power  of  appointing  the  existing 
magistrates  in  the  metropolitan  districts 
to  act  tinder  this  bill.  If  this  principle 
were  acted  on  in  the  metropolitan  dis- 
tricts, he  considered  that  it  would  be 
highly  objectionable.  It  would  be  much 
better,  in  his  opinion,  to  keep  the  criminal 
and  the  civil  business  distinct,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  higher  courts  of  judicature. 
Care,  therefore,  should  be  taken  ao  to 
limit  the  appointments  as  not  to  render 
them  instrumental  in  mixing  up  the  ad* 
ministration  of  criminal  justice  with  the 
adjudication  of  debts  and  other  civil  pro* 
ceedings.  Provision  being  made  against 
such  a  result,  he  considered  that  the  es* 
tablishment  of  such  courts  would  tend 
greatly  to  serve  the  poorer  classes,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  the  expenses  of  the 
courts  would  be  borne  by  ttie  suitors.  He 
would  again  advise  those  who  had  united 
with  him  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  the 
police  courts  from  being  also  made  courts 
for  the  recovery  of  civil  debts,  to  avoid 
the  same  danger  of  a  double  jurisdiction 
from  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Hume  could  not  conceive  how  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  could  lead  to  tha 
danger  that  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction 
would  be  confounded  by  its  provisions. 
He  completely  coincided  in  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  his  lion.  Friend,  the  Member 
for  Wigan,  and  his  on  It  remt  on  that 
occasion  was  that  the  bill  did  not  go  for- 
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ther  than  was  proposed.  The  cheap  and 
eas}'  adminiitration  of  justice  was  an  ob- 
ject of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  com- 
munity at  large ;  and  he  certainly  felt 
that  the  measure  just  introduced  would 
tend  very  materially  to  secure  that  ob- 
ject. 

Mr.  Hawes  was  glad  that  the  bill  had 
been  brought  forward.  He  hailed  the 
measure  as  a  bold  effort  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  endeavour  to  lessen 
the  costs  of  the  law,  and  facilitate  the 
administration  of  justice.  Numbers  of 
small  debt  bills  had  been  formerly  passed, 
almost  every  year,  through  the  House, 
each  rendering  the  law  more  perplexed  by 
introducing  new  principles.  At  present 
there  were  innumerable  small  courts,  with 
various  degrees  of  jurisdiction,  the  patron- 
age of  which  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
private  individuals.  He  thought  such  a 
system  extremely  injurious  to  the  due  ad- 
ministration of  justice  ;  and  he  hoped  the 
rights  of  patrons  would  not  prevent  the 
passing  of  the  measure  then  before  them. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Officer  had  given  no 
reason  for  his  opinion,  that  the  giving  to 
these  judges  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction 
would  act  injuriously.  If  in  the  metropo- 
litan districts  they  had  competent  judges 
under  the  Police  Act,  why  should  they 
not  have  additional  duties  imposed  upon 
them,  if  they  bad  time  to  discharge  such 
duties  ?  He  saw  nothing  injurious  in  such 
a  plan,  and  he  thought  the  public,  having 
gone  to  a  very  great  expense  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  those  courts,  were  entitled  to 
liave  them  made  as  beneficial  to  the  peo- 
ple as  possible.  The  vesting  the  appoint* 
ment  of  judges  of  these  courts  in  the  Lord 
Cbaocellor  or  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
would  remove  all  objections  that  could  be 
made  on  the  score  of  political  patronage. 
That  was  a  subject  which  had  been  much 
discussed  in  the  committee,  and  he  under- 
stood the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Pembroke,  to  say  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  give  the  patronage  of  those 
courts  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice^  but  that  he  would  prefer 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  He  also  under- 
stood the  right  lion.  Gentlemen  as  having 
given  up  the  rights  of  the  existing  patrons. 
Now,  if  a  great  and  useful  measure  of  this 
nature  were  opposed  by  the  other  House, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  preserving  private 
patronage,  it  would  give  great  support  to 
the  opinion  that  that  House  existed  more 
for  private  purposes  than  for  public  benefit. 


He  hoped  too,  that  when  the  question  waa 
next  discussed  in  that  House,  they  should 
hear  a  great  deal  less  about  the  loss  of  paU 
ronage  by  private  individuals,  and  a  f  rea^ 
deal  more  of  the  necessity  of  securing  a 
good  administration  of  justice  than  they 
had  done  on  former  occasions. 

Mr.  O^Connell  thought  that  the  want 
of  the  connection  in  the  measure  which 
had  been  deprecated  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Middlesex,  constituted  its  great  evili 
The  judges  of  these  courts  ought  to  pos- 
sess both  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction. 
Let  them  look  at  the  anomalous  state  of 
the  law  regulating  these  courts  in  the  dif- 
ferent counties.  In  England  by  this  bill 
the  judge  of  the  county  court  had  civil 
jurisdiction  only.  In  Ireland  he  might 
possess  both  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction^ 
and  in  Scotland,  where  he  had  originally 
only  criminal  jurisdiction,  civil  jurisdiction 
had  been  recently  superadded,  so  that  in 
the  three  different  countries  there  were 
three  different  methods  adopted  in  the 
administration  of  justice.  In  many  casts. 
of  civil  trial  it  was  necessary  that  the 
judge  should  have  criminal  jarisdiction, 
and  nothing  could  be  more  anomalous 
than  this  judge  half  dead  and  half  alive^ 
this  paralytic  judge,  who  was  alive  on  one 
side  only — alive  on  the  civil,  but  dead  on 
the  criminal  side.  What  the  hon.  Memo 
ber  opposite  was  afraid  of  was,  that  tbey 
would  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  magistrates.  In  Scotland,  the  magis- 
trates had  very  little  to  do  he  believed,  and 
that  was  just  what  they  were  fit  for — ^ 
and  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  this 
county  if  the  magistrates  here  bad  also 
the  opportunity  of  indulging  in  dignified 
leisure  extended  to  them.  An  unpaid 
magistracy  was  a  perfect  anomaly  whieb 
had  no  existence  in  any  other  county. 
The  magistrates'  court  could  not,  at  all 
events  be  considered  as  a  poor  man's 
court,  at  all  events  he  had  never  known 
an  instance  in  which  the  being  rich  bed 
been  a  disadvantage  to  a  man  before  the 
magistrates.  He  thought  it  would  be 
better  in  all  cases  to  leave  the  adminis* 
tration  of  justice  to  paid  and  responsible 
authorities.  He  was  sorry  to  see  that  the 
bill  proposed  to  give  patronage  to  the 
judges.  The  Lord  Chancellor  was  one 
of  the  Ministers  of  the  day,  removabki 
with  the  Ministers,  and,  therefore,  tbe 
giving  patronage  to  him  was,  in  fact| 
giving  it  to  the  Ministry— but  if  tbef 
wished  to  derive  a  method  for  spoilieg  ' 


Hn  Ccmig  OmHt, 

Lofd  Chief  Jmtice,  thej  eoold  not 
(ly  latent  one  more  etfecCnai  or  noce 
ftk^iTwt*^  to  degrade  him  into  a  poliiicnl 
purlifawi  tliaa  the  f^nag  him  the  appoint- 
■ent  of  the  jadg;e  of  tfaoee  courts.  The 
Bar  at  present  vss  qnite  sabserrient 
eaoogfa  to  the  Bench.  [Mr.  Sergeant 
Talfimrd — No,  no.]  Not  subsenrient 
eooogh?  Nov  if  thej  gave  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice  the  appointment  of  these 
judges,  thej  would  hate  the  entire  rising 
Bar  sobsetVient  to  bim.  Not  a  janior 
barrister  voukl  express  an  opinion  or 
take  a  part  in  any  political  discnssion 
•ntil  he  had  ascertained  the  opinion  of 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice.  He  hoped,  that 
IB  the  progress  of  the  bill  some  clanse 
vonld  be  introdooed  to  give  tbe  jodge  of 
the  coonty  court  criminal  as  well  as  cif  il 
jurisdiction,  in  the  same  manner  as  wss 
BOW  exercised  by  the  judges  in  the  higher 
courts,  and  he  felt  convinced  that   the 

Eablic  would  be  highly  bene6tted  by 
ating  the  criminal  as  well  as  the  civil 
jurisdiction  brought  home  to  their  own 
doors. 

Mr  WarbmrUm  hoped  the  provisions  of 
that  bill  would  provide  for  the  proceedings 
and  practice  of  tbe  court.  He  should 
wish  to  see  the  same  proceedings  adopted 
in  these  courts,  at  were  adopted  before 
tbe  commissioners  of  bankrupts,  where 
both  litigant  parties  were  brought  before 
the  judge  and  examined. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule — It  is  so ;  such  are  the 
provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Warburion — Oh,  very  well ;  then 
'I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  G.  Knight  contended  that  this  bill, 
if  altered  as  recommended  on  the  other 
side,  would  be  an  attempt  to  introduce 
the  narrow  end  of  the  wedge,  so  as  in 
time  to  take  the  whole  administration  of 
justice,  especially  in  the  country,  out  of 
the  hands  of  magistrates,  by  whom  it  was 
at  present  satisfactorily  administered.  If 
criminal  justice,  as  well  as  civil,  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  stipendiary  magistrates, 
it  would  strike  at  the  root  of  the  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Nations 
did  not  depend  for  their  prosperity  so 
much  on  the  habits  and  usages  of  the 
country  as  upon  the  laws;  and  what  had 
made  England  superior  to  other  countries 
was  the  mixing  and  blending  together  of 
the  different  classes  of  society,  thus  pro- 
moting that  good  understanding  which 
was  necessary  to  the  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness of  every  cominunity.    He  consi- 
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dned  that  the 
ing  magistram  tended  In 
state  of  things,  and  oo  thai 
should  be  eatresBely  jealoBS  of  eiBiy  Aiaf 
that  was  at  ail  cakiilated  to  Rasovi 
the  hands  of  the  existing  ■agistiai 
administratioo  of  the  justice  of  the 
try.  It  was  true  that  the  bill  now  befsre 
tbie  House  had  nothing  in  it  of  that  cfaa* 
racter,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  fsL 
k>wed  by  any  measure  similar  to  that  re- 
commended by  the  bon.  Mesiber  for  Wigan 
and  other  Gentlessen. 

Mr.  C.  Viii^n  observed  that  the  bon. 
Member  for  Middlesex,  (Captain  Wood) 
bad  admitted,  that  thb  was  a  measnre  that 
would  do  a  great  deal  of  good ;  that  theve 
was  a  defect  in  the  administratioo  of  the 
civil  justice  of  the  country,  that  it  was 
dilatory  and  expensive,  and  that  the  pre- 
sent measnre  would  make  it  cheap  and 
speedy.  But  the  bon.  Member  was  afraid 
it  might  encroach  on  the  criminal  jarisdie- 
tion  of  the  present  magistracy,  if  that  wera 
tbe  case  he  should  consider  it  an  addition- 
al benefit.  He  believed  that  nMuiy  of  the 
magistrates  were  anxious  to  be  reltevcd 
from  their  present  duties,  and  wonid  gladly 
see  them  performed  by  competent  ofieero 
acting  in  public  and  having  in  a  bar  and 
all  the  officers  of  a  court  the  surest  gim* 
rsntees  for  proper  decisions.  Far  them* 
fore  from  looking  on  the  objections  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Middlesex,  as 
reasons  why  he  should  not  support  the 
bill,  there  were  on  the  contrary  leasooa 
why  be  should  vote  for  it  in  all  ita  stages. 

Mr.  Creuwell  apprehended  that  soma 
insuperable  objections  would  be  found  In 
the  intended  scheme,  although  personally 
he  should  be  glad  to  see  the  canse  papers 
of  the  different  courts  cleared  of  paltry 
cases,  on  which  even  success  was  attended 
with  ruin.  If  parties,  like  those  contem- 
plated by  the  bill,  bad  no  appeal,  injustice 
would  often  be  done;  and  if  an  appeal 
were  albwed,  they  would  probably  fall 
into  the  bands  of  the  lower  practitioners 
of  the  profeuion.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  most  anxious  that  a  measure  should 
be  perfected  that  would  relieve  some  of 
the  existing  evils  of  tbe  present  system. 
As  to  the  question  of  patronage,  be  cared 
little  whether  it  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or  of  the  Chief 
Justice.  Let  it  be  where  it  wonM,  he 
did  not  at  all  apprehend  that  the  integrity 
of  the  bar  would  at  all  be  atfocted  by  it. 
The  hon.  Member  for  DnUin  had  indeed 
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Mf  that  the  t>ar  was  already  **  8uffi« 
ciently  sobtenFient :"  if  by  those  words  he 
meant  to  cast  any  imputation  on  the  bar, 
he  defied  ban,  or  any  other  man,  to  sub- 
stantiate any  charge  of  want  of  inde- 
pendence in  the  bar  of  England.  It  was 
the  glory  of  the  English  bar,  that  while 
it  treated  the  judges  of  the  land  with  all 
respect,  it  maintained  most  perfect  in« 
dependence  as  regarded  the  interests  of 
suitors.  He  had  seen  no  change  in  the 
character  of  the  bar,  notwithstanding  the 
judges  had  had  the  appointment  of  re- 
vising barristers ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
number  of  commissions  established  by 
the  present  Ministers,  the  Whigs  at  the 
bar  were  not  more  numerous  than  they 
had  been,  from  the  hope  of  prefer- 
ment from  the  judges^  or  from  any  other 
quarter. 

Mr.  F*  Maule  added,  that  he  wished  to 
put  an  end  to  any  expectation,  if  it  ex- 
isted, that  the  proposed  bill  was  intended 
to  gife  the  new  judges  jurisdiction  in 
cases  where  the  sum  in  dispute  was  aboTC 
20/.  At  present,  in  the  county  courts,  by 
suing  out  a  writ  in  the  Queen's  Bench, 
and  by  a  different  form  of  pleading,  as 
he  was  instructed,  any  amount  might  be 
recovered*  With  that  power  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  interfere. 

Leave  given. 


Bankruptcy,  Insolvency,  and  Lu- 
nacy.] Mr.  F.  Maule  observed,  that  the 
other  bill  for  which  he  had  given  notice 
of  an  intention  to  move,  was  connected 
with  that  which  he  had  just  obtained  leave 
to  introduce.  For  the  sake  of  argument, 
he  would  presume  that  county  courts  had 
been  established,  and  being  established, 
he  proposed,  by  a  second  measure,  that 
the  Lord  Chancellor  should  have  power 
to  refer  to  them  matters  relating  to  bank- 
ruptcy, insolvency,  and  lunacy.  The  great 
question  of  the  bankruptcy  and  insolvency 
laws  roust  remain  for  more  skilful  and 
practised  hands  than  his;  that  subject 
most  be  treated  in  a  separate  bill,  and  by 
those  who  were  both  more  extended  in 
their  views,  and  more  practical  in  their 
habits.  All  he  proposed  to  do  on  the 
present  occasion  was,  to  empower  the 
Lord  Chancellor  to  remit  to  county  courts 
matters  at  present  disposed  of  by  country 
comroissiooers,  of  whom  it  appeared,  by 
a  report  already  laid  before  the  House, 
that  there  were  700  in  140  different  dis- 
tricts of  the  kingdom.    The  duties  they  |  on  the  motion  of  Mr«  Emersmi  Teiui^  it^ 
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discharged  in  bankruptcy  be  wished  to  be 
undertaken  in  future  by  the  judges  of 
couhty  courts,  and  the  saving  thus  effected 
would  go  far  to  provide  for  the  increased 
expense  of  the  county  courts.  As  to  insbU 
vency,  he  proposed  that  the  same  course 
should  be  pursued,  and  he  begged  to  refer 
the  House  for  information  to  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  on  the  subject,  which 
would  at  once  show  the  saving  to  b^ 
effected,  and  the  frequent  circuits  of  th6 
judges  of  the  county  courts  would  aflPord 
more  speedy  relief  to  debtors  than  the 
present  commissioners,  who  only  msfde 
their  circuits  thrice  a  year.  To  the  coiinty 
courts,  in  the  third  place,  he  intended  t6 
carry  all  matters  relating  to  lunacy.  It 
was  admitted,  that  the  present  syMem 
worked  most  inconveniently,  and  by  the 
change  a  saving  of  not  less  than  10,0001. 
a  year  would  be  accomplished.  It  mi^t 
be  asked  if,  with  the  number  of  new  judgeii 
provided  in  the  first  bill,  be  hoped  to 
be  able  to  discharge  all  these  duties? 
They  might  or  might  not  be  sufficient^ 
and  in  order  that  the  duties  imposed 
might  not  be  too  much  for  those  who  had 
to  discharge  them,  he  wished  to  give  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  the  power  of  in- 
creasing the  number  of  judges,  in  order 
that  they  might  keep  pace  with  the  in- 
crease of  business.  If  the  House  per- 
mitted him  to  introduce  this  second  bill, 
he  hoped  that  it  would  proceed  pari 
passu  through  its  various  stages  with  the 
first. 

Mr.  Hawes  observed,  that  the  bill  now 
moved  for,  would  be  a  most  important 
measure,  as  regarded  the  commercial  com- 
munity. Nothing  was  more  notorious 
than  the  defective  administration  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  in  the  country,  and  he 
said  so  without  intending  the  slightest 
disrespect  to  the  700  commissioners  men- 
tioned by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  In  London 
the  change  of  system,  and  the  working  of 
it,  had  given  universal  satisfaction,  and 
the  extension  of  it  to  the  country,  would 
be  a  great  advantage.  In  proof  of  this 
statement,  he  would  mention,  that  a 
memorial  from  many  most  respectable  and 
wealthy  mercantile  establishments  in  ra- 
rious  parts  of  the  kingdom  had  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  earnestly 
soliciting  such  a  change. 

Leave  given. 

Copyright  of  Designs.]    The  Houae 


{COHHONS} 


mA^^  kntfiBtf  m  iwirt^e  ga  die  De> 
•i|Sns  C«|*rn|E)it  Art. 

Mr.  EnrrAW  TVuwii/ mM,  he  vm  about 
feft  Monl  the  ftStcDtioB  of  the  House  to  a 
aal^tft  vkidi  bad  been  under  its  consi* 
JBmtM  last  SeBsion«  and  on  vhich  a  oon- 
■iitee  ab0ire  stairs,  after  a  long  and  labo. 
riotts  iarestigatioo,  had  made  a  repcrt  in 
frnwr  oi  the  principle  vbich  it  vas  nov 
bis  object  to  iooorporate  in  a  bill.  It 
Muld  direst  the  question  of  raudi  abstrart 
Matter  and  theoretical  argument  for  him 
At  once  to  state,  tliat  be  souglit  to  intro- 
duce no  nev  principle  of  legislation,  to 
found  no  nev  lav,  but  simply  to  give  force 
and  e&iency  to  one  already  in  existence, 
bui  vhicb  the  lapse  of  time  and  other  cir- 
cumstancM  bad  rendered  inopc^rative  for 
the  arhierement  of  the  object  which  it 
ptopossd.  The  question  for  vhicb  he  had 
to  entreat  their  consideration  was,  not 
whether  there  should  be  copyright  at  all, 
for  that  had  been  decided  in  the  affirmative 
bj  the  passing  of  a  lav  by  vhii-h  it  was 
established  fiiftv  years  ago,  but  whether 
the  llouae  would  render  that  lav  effectual 
by  making  that  extension  of  the  term 
vhicb  the  altered  circumstances  of  the 
trade  had  rendered  iodispensable  for  its 
prosperity.  Early  la^t  Session  he  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  tills  purpose,  in  which  lie 
prop«)sed  to  extend  tne  copyright  of  de- 
signs from  thrxse  months  to  twcire.  The 
Jiuestion  was  felt  to  be  one  of  much  luatiu* 
acturing  and  commercial  detail,  with 
which  the  majority  of  ^f  em  hers  were  not 
very  familiar ;  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  imperfect  infonnation  which 
the  House  possessed  upon  the  subject,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  reluctant  to  consent 
to  an  extension  beyond  half  that  period. 
But  as  he  felt  confident  that  the  term  he 
proposed  was  the  very  shortest  which  it 
was  possible  to  adopt  with  anv  hope  of 
effecting  the  desired  object,  ami  felt  con- 
scious at  the  same  time  that  a  thorough 
scrutiny  of  the  subject  could  not  but  lead 
others  to  the  same  couclu>ii»n.  he  at  once 
adopted  a  suggestion  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Tam worth,  and 
consented  to  refer  the  ]ni|uir}'  to  a  select 
oomroittee,  which  vas  accordingly  done ; 
and  the  committee  at  the  close  of  their 
labours  made  a  report  to  the  House  of  the 
minutes    of   evidence    tliev    had    taken. 

m 

ruuple«l  with  a  reci'mmcndation  tliat  the 
term  of  the  pre>ent  protet^tion  should  be 
•Btcndeti.  He  had,  tberelV»re,  uot  only 
tbe  principle  of  a  copyright  eataUished  by 


the  existiog  law,  but  its  exi 
■Bended  by  tbe  report  of  the  eoMBitlei^ 
and  tbe  ottly  question  to  whidi  he  bad  to 
beg  their  attention  was  the  length  of  es* 
tension  whidi  it  was  indispenalle  to 
adopt.  CoBscioos  of  the  importance  wbidi 
it  was  to  the  public  taste  to  get  early  paa- 
session  of  these  designs  as  the  groundvori^ 
for  still  further  inrentaons  and  impiovo- 
ments,  their  authors  and  iwoprietofs  asked 
but  a  brief  enjoyment  of  their  exdusivo 
profits,  at  the  expiration  of  which  they 
vere  contented  to  see  them  oonrerted  to 
any  purpose  that  might  tend  to  the  ge« 
neraJ  difliisiaa  of  taste,  and  the  oansequeni 


adranoement  of  art  as  applied  to  British 
manufactures.  And  when  it  was  oous<r 
dered  that  by  hr  the  laqpest  proportion  of 
all  tlie  productions  of  England  on  whidi 
these  designs  were  impressed  found  n 
market  in  distant  countries  iiaiuelyoonld 
not  appear  an  unreasonable  or  prejudicial 
term  to  ask  but  twel%o  months  within 
which  to  realise  a  remuneration  for  the  en- 
terprise and  outlay  of  their  producsa» 
and  at  the  expiration  of  vbich  they  wsas 
to  become  the  common  property  of  tha 
public?  It  was  likewise  a  stiong  and  a 
striking  fact  that  in  the  only  countrw 
which  vas  confi?saedIy  suuerior  to  Engfana 
in  all  the  departments  ul  industrial  art,  ia 
France,  the  copyright  of  designs  vas  the 
most  complete  and  effectual,  giring  the 
inventor  a  property  in  them  for  any  torn 
of  years,  from  one  to  a  perpetuity,  for  vhich 
he  might  feel  disposed  to  claim  it*  Under 
the  influence  of  this  law  the  productions  of 
French  taste  had  attained  a  reputation  Urn 
beauty  which  ensured  fur  them  a  price  in- 
finitely beyond  the  more  homely  and  less 
elegant  manufactures  of  England;  and  if 
thi:^  were  questioned  as  the  source  of  her 
admitted  superiority,  it  could  not  at  least 
be  denied  that  the  existence  of  sucb  a  law 
in  France,  so  hr  from  being  prejudicial  to 
her  trsde,  had  been  shown  by  experience 
to  be  compatible  with  the  very  highest  ex- 
cellence in  art,  and  the  utmost  success  and 
pmsperity  of  her  manufiu'tures.  The  pre- 
sent duration  of  the  copyright  was,  as  he 
had  stated,  only  three  months  for  calioH 
printing,  the  same  which  was  establidied 
b?  the  law  of  1794  ;  but  although  at  thaft 
tfme  it  might  lia«e  lieen  found  to  be  saA* 
cient,  whilst  all  proceMes  were  slow,  eft* 
graving  dnne  by  tbe  burin,  and  nrintJBg 
by  the  hand,  the  case  was  wry  dilR-rent 
now.  nhen  vwtry  process  had  bean  expe- 
diteti  by  niaihisiery.  and  the  appKcntion  of 
tloctru-magneliam  to  es^nt inf  had  ■•• 
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ddced  the  laboar  of  montlis  to  the  com- 1  extent  to  which  the  law  wad  derided  and 
paes  of  as  many  hours.    These  circum-    get  aside.     They  would  be  unprepared  to 


stances  drove  the  parties  in  the  trade  to 
apply  to  Lord  Sydenham   for  protection, 
and  in  1839  he  introduced  and  passed  two 
bills  revising  the  entire  system,  giving  a 
copyright  of  three  years  to  some  depart- 
ments, and  offering  one  of  twelve  months 
to  (he  weavers  of  silks  and  the  printers  of 
calicoes.     But  as  this  offer  to  the  calico- 
printers  was  coupled  with  a  condition  that 
they  should  subject  all  their  designs  to  a 
system  of  registration  which  was  about  to 
be  tried,  and  to  which  they  objected,  they 
begged  to  be  left  out  of  the  bill  till  that 
system  should   have  been  tried  and  cor- 
rected, r/hich  was  accordingly  done.    The 
state  of  the  law,  therefore,  presented  this 
singular  anomaly  at  present,   that   there 
fvas  one  law  to  regulate   patterns  upon 
calico  and  another  for  woollens  and  silk; 
and^  what  must  appear  still  more  incon- 
gruous and  absurd,  for  the  same  design  if 
Woven  upon  silk  there  was  a  protection  of 
twelve  months,  and  if  printed  upon  calico 
only  three.     In  the  meantime  the  system 
of  registration  had  been  tested  and  proved ; 
the  inconveniences  which  the  calico-printers 
foresaw  had  been   ascertained,  and  were 
in  process   of   correction,   and    the 


now 

calico-printers^  having  thus  had  their  ap- 
prehensions and  objections  removed,  came 
now  to  accept  the  terms  offered  them  in 
1 839^  and  asked  to  be  put  upon  the  same 
footing  with   the  manufacturers  of  silks, 
being  now  willing  to  accept  the  copyright 
upon   the  same  conditions,  namely,  with 
the   amended  system   of  registration   for 
their  patterns;   and  he  avowed  he  could 
not  discover  on  what  equitable  grounds  | 
their  demands   could   be   resisted.      But 
though  it  might  not,  and  he  hoped  would 
not,  be  resisted  in  that  House,  it  was  re- 
sisted elsewhere,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
trade,  he  regretted  to  say,  by  a  numerous 
and  interested  party,  namely,  those  who 
now  lived  by  pirating  and  copying  the  de- 
signs of  their  neighbours,  and  a  few  ho- 
nourable individuals   who  had   been   in- 
fluenced by  erroneous  representations,  to 
work  with  them  in  opposition  to  it.     The 
fact  was,  that  the  present  term  of  copy- 
right had  been    found    in    practice  to  be 
so  brief  as  to  be  no  protection  at  all;  it 
was  violated  in  all  directions,  and  even  the 
sufferers  were  deterred  from   seeking  re- 
dress, so  worthless  did  they  feel  the  only 
modicum  of  protection   to  be  which  the 
law  could  afford   them.     Hon.  Members 
would  be. quite  unprepared  to  hear  the 


learn  that  whilst  it  expressly  declared,  that 
no  one  design  should  be  pirated  or  copied 
within  the  period  of  the  protection,    so 
powerless  was   the    enactment  for  good, 
that  the  patterns  of  some  houses  had  been 
copied    in    such    numbers  as   sixty  and 
seventy  in  a  batch,  to  the  utter  discom- 
fiture of  the  trade  of  the  original  producer. 
The  fact  was,  the  temptations  to  invade 
and  appropriate  property  of  this  kind  were 
great,  and  the  protection  small.     A  de- 
sign which  might  have  cost  an  artist  weeks 
or    months  to  produce,   and  which   had 
proved  eminently  successful  in  the  market^ 
could  be  traced  and  copied  in  a  few  hours 
by  the  pirate,  who  could  thus  share  in  its 
profits  without  incurring  the  expense,  the 
delay,  and  the  labour,  of  its  production,  or 
the  risk  of  its  success.     What  might  have 
cost  the  original  proprietor  twenty  pounds 
could  be  appropriated  by  his  persecutor 
for  twenty  pence;    and  even  this  dispro- 
portion in  the  outlay  afforded  no  criterion 
of  the  injury  inflicted  upon  the  original 
producer^   by  the  confusion,   the   uncer- 
tainty, and  the  destruction  of  confidence 
which  the  system  of  dishonest  invasion  in- 
flicted upon  his  business.     As  an  illustra-i 
tion  of  the  extent  to  which  these  practices 
were  carried,  he  would  beg  to  read  a  few 
passages   from  the  evidence  given  before 
the  committee  of  last  Session  by  gentle- 
men practically  engaged  in  the  trade.   Mr. 
firooks,    who    was    au    extensive  calico- 
printer  at  Manchester,  and  a  magistrate, 
and  recently  borouglireeve  of  that  town^ 
avowed,  in  the  course  of  his  evidence,  that 
he  had    been    himself   a  most  extensive 
copyist  of  other    men's   designs,  though 
less  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  than 
formerly ;  that  he  did  just  as  many  as  an- 
swered his  purpose  ;  and  he  ''thinks  a  fair 
quantity  he  did"  within  the  existence  of  the 
copyright,  as  well  as  after  its  expiry,*'  some- 
times with  loss,  but  most  generally  witH 
profit,"  to  himself,  though  with  *'  injury^ 
to  those  whose  property  he  appropriated ; 
and  that  he  generally  printed  his  copies 
upon  such  inferior  cloth,  as  to  enable  him 
to  ask  a  lower  price  than  the  original  pro- 
ducer, and  yet  "  leave  himself  a  good  pro- 
fit, and   plenty  of  room  to  slip  under;* 
that  he  had  been  occasionally  remonstrated 
with   by  the  injured    parties,   but  never 
proceeded  against;  ana  that  he  took  in 
every  instance  the  precaution  of  publish- 
ing those  copies  as  the  act  directed.  In  or«> 
der  to  assert  a  claim  to  copyright  In  theiw, 
R2 
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tB  oriffinal  designs  of  his  own,  and^  if  pro- 
ceeded against  for  damages,  he  would  have 
defended  the  action,  though  aware  he  was 
in  the  wrong,  and  relied  on  the  strength  of 
his  purse  to  defeat  his  opponent.  Such 
was  the  confession  of  a  person  actively 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  piracy,  and 
he  (Mr.  Emerson  Tennent)  would  now 
give  the  House  the  declarations  of  a  Gen- 
tleman who  represented  his  trade  to  con- 
sist chiefly  of  employment  given  to  pirates. 
Mr.  I^uis  Lucas,  on  being  asked  in  the 
Committee: — 

"  Are  you  a  calico  printer  V  answered,  **  No 
I  am  a  merchant  of  the  firm  of  Nicholls,  Lucas, 
and  Co.,  New  Wood-street  Mews,  extensive 
dealers  in  printed  calicoes  for  foreign  export." 
**  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  havings  goods  printed 
expressly  for  yourselves  from  your  own  de- 
signs ? — Yes,  frequently  from  what  is  exhibited 
to  us  ;  but  this  is  the  nature  of  our  business. 
We  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  abroad, 
almost  constantly  as  the  different  packets  ar- 
rive, patterns  of  prints  suitable  to  tiiose  mar- 
kets. We  have  a  branch  house  at  Manchester 
and  they  are  sent  to  it,  and  we  endeavour  to 
find  such  calico  printers  as  will  produce  them 
at  the  cheapest  rate."  •*  Irrespective  of  who 
may  be  the  proprietor  or  inventor  of  the  pat- 
tern ?— 'We  ask  no  questions  upon  that  subject ; 
we  say  this  is  a  pattern  received  from  abroad, 
and  we  want  so  many  hundreds  or  so  many 
Uiousands  of  them."  '*  And  you  pay  no  re- 
gard to  the  fact  whether  these  patterns  be  un- 
der an  existing  copyright,  or  under  an  expired 
one,  or  whose  property  they  may  be,  provided 
you  can  have  them  executed  at  such  a  price  as 
may  suit  the  market  ? — That  consideration  has 
never  entered  into  our  heads — we  never  ask 


''  all  copyright/  but  to  the  present  pro- 
tection of  only  three  months,  he  did  not 
object,  inasmuch  as  **  he  never  felt  it  to  be 
any  protection  at  all."  Such  were  his 
own  words.  Mr.  £.  Brooke,  a  printer  of 
furniture  calicoes,  stated^  that  piracy  had 
been  carried  to  such  an  extent  in  his  busi- 
ness, that  at  one  time,''  eveiy  pattern  pro- 
duced by  his  bouse  was  copied  by  a  rival 
establishment  in  Manchester."  Mr.  War* 
wick,  an  eminent  publisher  of  the  most 
expensive  chalis,  of  the  house  of  Ovingdon, 
Warwick,  and  Co.,  in  Cheapside,  rekted  a 
similar  case,  in  which  the  entire  of  his  de- 
signs intended  for  the  trade  of  one  sea. 
son  were  copied  in  one  batch  by  a  rival 
house.  The  consequence  he  stated  to 
have  been  ruinous  to  him,  inasmuch  at 
it  perfectly  paralysed  his  trade  altogether. 
Mr.  Stirling,  connected  with  the  eminent 
Irish  house  of  William  Henry,  of  DuUin, 
stated  that  *'  his  establishment  has  suffered 
to  an  extent  almost  beyond  telling**  by 
copies  of  his  goods  for  export  being  vomit 
in  Manchester,  and  the  best  of  bis  pattema 
being  fastened  on  for  that  purpose,  and  hia 
profit  on  the  remainder  destroyed  in  con- 
sequence. In  December,  1829,  he  deli- 
vered to  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Hosier,  of 
London,  700  pieces  of  goods,  consisting  of 
eighty-three  different  patterns,  and  in  the 
January  following,  copies  of  the  entire 
eighty-three  were  brought  to  the  sauM 
gentleman  by  a  pirate,  pattern  for  pattern, 
worked  on  inferior  cloth,  and  offered  at  20 
per  cent,  lower  than  Mr.  Henry's  house 


never  enieiiru  iiiio    uur  iieaus— we    never   tt»K  [Ijii^i  •  *«m.a 

the  question."  «  Piice  alone  is  the  object  I  JJ^  M)ld  them,  in  consequence  of  which 
with  you?— Price  alone  is  the  quesiion."  j  ^1"".  Hosier  declined  to  repeat  an  order  for 
<<Do  you  purchase  extensively  of  printed  .  the  goods,  and  he  (Mr.  Henry)  had  never 
goods  ? — We  do :  in  the  last  six  months  our '.  1)ecn  able  to  sell  him  a  single  piece  since. 
shipments  must  have  been  at  least  60,000  j  Not  only  so,  but  the  sale  of  the  articles  in 
pieces."  "  Are  you  aware  there  is  a  law  giv-  '  question  hail  entirely  ceased  in  everv  di- 
ing  a  copyright  of  three  monllis  on  printed  section,  owing  to  the  same  circumstance, 
goods  ?-I  have  heard  so.  ,„  ^^^^^^  instance,  an  onlcr  actuallv given 

This  gentleman  thought,  **  nothing  to  Mr.  Henry's  house  was  cancelled  in 
more  destnictivc,"  of  his  trade  could  have  |  (*onse<|uem*e  of  the  merchant,  immediately 
been  suggesteil,  than  the  extension  of  the  ^  after  giving  it,  8iH*ing  copies  of  the  same 

^oods  in  Manchester  of  inferior  quality. 
Again,  ten  of  Mr.  Henry's  patterns  were 
pnMluced  to  the  committee,  copied  by  the 
iiousc  of  Leesc,  Kershaw,  and  C^o.,  of  \f  an- 
chcster.  in  one  batch.  Sir.  Stirling  stated 
generally  that  froui  .Mr.  Henry's  goods  be* 
in^  eminently  Huited  to  the  West-India 
trade,  they  had  been  more  extensively 
copied  than  those  of  any  other  House,  and 
that  **  lii.s  business  is  almost  at  a  stand  in 
coii8(»(|ucnce,  as  he  is  never  now  aUe  to 
eflect  a  second  sale  of  the  same  pattern  oa 


copyright  to  twelve  months,  the  effect  of 
it  being,  that  he  could  then  get  no  printer 
iu  Manchester  to  undertake  one  of  his 
piratical  orders.  Now,  **  he  c;in  tike,"  he 
said,  *' a  pattern  round  the  trade;  all  he 
can  find  who  will  do  it  chca|)est ;"  and  he 
said,  "  such  is  the  frailty  of  people,  that  if 
the  (original  proprietor  asks  too  much  for 
printing  it,  he  can  always  find  a  c<ipyist 
who  will  undertake  it  on  his  own  terms.** 
Nor  had  he  ever  found  any  diihculty  in 
getting  his  work  done  at  Manchester,  ex- 


SVLiiuv  1118  wora  uone  ai  jiiiancnmcr,  ex-    eneci  a  secouu  saie  or  ine  sane  |Hi(ieni  o« 

^pt  the  price.    Mr,  Lucai  was  opposed  to  I  ^count  of  the  profusion  of  copiea  in  Ihi 
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market,  wliich  are  thrown  In  hit  teeth 
evefry  time  he  asks  for  an  order."     But 
he  (Mr.  Emerson  Tennent)   would    only 
fatigue  the  House  were  he  even  to  allude 
to  innumerable  cases  of  hardship  contained 
in  the  evidence  given  before  the  committee 
of  last  Session.     The  cases  he  had  cited 
were  but  a  sample,  not  only  of  the  nature, 
but  of  the  magnitude   of  the    mischief. 
But  he  was  prepared  to  be  interrupted  by 
an  observation  that  all  these  cases  occurred 
within  the    period  of  three  months^  ren- 
dered sacred  by  the  existing  law  ;  and  why 
was   it   not  asserted,   and   its  protection 
claimed,   for  their  prevention?     The  an- 
swer he  was  prepared  with.     The  trouble 
of  vindicating  the  right  was  not  worth  in- 
curring for  the  worthless  amount  of  the 
remedy,     A  few  weeks  might  elapse  before 
a  pattern  was  fixed  on  by  the  pirate.     It 
would  require  a  few  more  to  produce  and 
publish  the  copy  ;    and  before  the  fraud 
could  be  made  known,  and  the  law  put  in 
force  for  its  suppression,  the  entire  term 
of  the  copyright  would  have  nearly,  if  not 
altogether,  expired,  and  the  injured  party, 
even  if  successful,  would  take  no  advan- 
tage by  his  victory.     If  the  term  were  ex- 
tended to  twelve  months,  it  would  create 
a  quantum  of  interest  in  the  copyright 
that  would  make  a  pirate  pause  before  he 
aroused  the  resentment  of  the  proprietor 
by  invading  it.     But  at  present  he  appro- 
priated his  property    with  impunity,  be. 
cause  the  law  withheld  from  him  such  an 
interest  in  it  as  would  make  it  worth  his 
while  to  employ  vigour  and  energy  for  its 
protection.     A  man  would  assert  his  right 
vigilantly,  where  the  value  was  five  pounds, 
in  whom  it  would  be  absurd  to  resort  to 
legal  proceedings  for  the  amount  of  five 
shillings;   and  yet  the  moral   offence   of 
the  aggressive  party  in  either  case  would 
be  the  same,  and  the  law  equally  explicit 
and  open.    One  of  the  most  prominent  and 
most  injurious  results  of  this  state  of  the 
law  was,  that  it  operated  most  prejudicially 
to  the  advancement  and  improvement  of 
the    art    employed   upon   these   designs. 
The  printer,  conscious  of  the  insecurity  of 
his  property  in  them,  studied  to   avoid 
every  possible  expense  in  their  production, 
and  to  curtail  every  detail  which,  though 
it  might  add  to  their  beauty,  would  aug- 
ment   their  cost,  and  the  cultivation  of 
taste  was  thus  chilled  and  prohibited  by 
the  impunity  of  the  pirate.     Artists  of  a 
higher  order,    were,    therefore,    deterred 
from  employing  their  talents  upon  such 
insecure  subjects ;  and,  in  fact,  the  manu-  , 


facturer  felt  the  imprudeoce  of  emploving 
them  to  produce  designs  for  the  benefit  of 
his  neighbour  rather  than  himself.     The 
consequence  was,  that  those  styles  of  work 
which  were   attempted    in    this  country 
were  only  of  a  medium  and  ordinary  class 
as  compared  with  the  French,  and  parties 
were  frighted  from  venturing  upon  other 
and  newer  departments  in  wnich  their  ta- 
lents might   be  exercised,  but    in  which 
they  were   forewarned   that   they  would 
have  no  protection  for  their  enterprise  and 
outlay.     Mr.  Thomson,  of  Clitheroe,  the 
most  eminent  printer  in  England,  and  Mr. 
Applegarth,  of  Kent,  had  both  stated,  that 
they  had  been  deterred  from  attempting 
new  styles  of  art  by  the  insufliciencyofthe 
protection  ;  and  the  latter  gentleman  men- 
tioned to  the  committee  of  last  Session  that 
on  one  occasion  he  was  offered  designs  by 
Mr.  Smirke  and  Sir  David  Wilkie  for  ar- 
chitectural   decorations,    in    imitation  of 
Italian  interiors,  a  species  of  production 
unattempted  hitherto   in  Great  Britain ; 
but  as  the  outlay  would  have  been  consi- 
derable, and  the  copyright  a  delusion,  he 
declined  to    accept    their  designs  which 
would  have  fallen  into  the  hands   of  the 
pirate  almost  as  soon  as  he  could  have  pro- 
duced them  himself;  and,  certainly,  long 
before  they  could  have  remunerated  him 
for  his  outlay  in  their  original  production 
he  would  be  compelled  to  resign  these  pro- 
fits  to    the  pirate.     This  and  numerous 
other  instances  of  a  similar  kind  sufficiently 
accounted  for  the  low  state  of  industrial 
art  in  this  country,  as  compared  with  its 
condition  in   France.     Another  evil  aris- 
ing   from    the   insufficiency  of  the    law 
was    felt    in    the    deteriorated    character 
of    British    goods    in    foreign    markets ; 
the    copiest    being   frequently   driven,  in 
order  to  undersell  the    original   proprie- 
tor,  whom   he   wronged,   to   reprint  his 
designs  upon  inferior   cloth,  and  in  spu- 
rious   colours,    instead    of   fast    ones,    a 
circumstance  which,  as  copying  was  un- 
known amongst  their  rivals  on  the  Conti- 
nent, was  never  apprehended  by  the  pur- 
chaser of  French  productions.     But  even 
independently  of  these  lawless  assaults  upon 
their  property,  the  term  of  three  months' 
copyright,  even  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
the  trade,  was  inadequate  to  remunerate  a 
printer  for  his  outlay  and  trouble.     His 
customers  werejdeterred,  by  the  alarm  of 
piracy,  from  giving  large  orders  in  the  first 
instance,  lest  they  should  be  overtaken  and 
undersold  by  the  spurious  copies,  so  that 
the  languid  sale  within  the  three  month^i 
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eren  if  oninterfcred  with^  was  insufficicnt 
to  icimbune  him.  The  ordinmry  sale  of  a 
new  pattern  in  the  home  market  extended 
orer  at  least  six  or  seren  months,  and  some 
of  them  twelve,  or  eren  a  much  longer  pe- 
riod, so  that  the  pirate,  who  had  no  share 
in  the  cost  of  production  had  an  undisputed 
diare  of  two-thirds  the  pnifits.  But  in  the 
foreign  trade  the  insufficiency  was  still 
more  apparent  — a  shipment  could  hardly 
he  made  to  a  distant  market,  sales  made, 
and  the  order  repeated,  within  three 
months,  or  even  within  four  or  five.  A 
course  of  pi)st  could  not  bring  a  repetition 
of  the  order  before  the  copyright  should 
have  expired,  and  Mr.  Lucas,  whose  whole 
trade  was  an  export  one*  openly  declared 
that  fact,  and  justified  his  employment  of 
piratical  printers,  on  the  ground  tliat  for 
him  they  could  not  possibly  infringe  the 
Jaw,  as  it  was  im{x>ssible  to  send  goods  to 
the  West  Indies  and  receive  an  order  l>ack 
for  copies  of  them  before  the  cu])y right 
expired ;  and  he  could  broadly  state  to  the 
committee  that  in  the  foreign  trade  ^*  he 
never  felt  the  term  of  three  months  to  be 
any  protection  to  the  printer  at  all."  A 
still  more  striking  case  occurred  where  the 
same  goods  were  suited  both  to  the  home 
market  and  to  the  foreign  also.  These  ar- 
ticles were  generally  prepared  and  printed 
in  summer  in  eaeli  year ;  they  were  ready 
for  delivery  fur  export  in  September, 
and  the  sale  for  tliem  eunimcneed  in 
the  home  market  in  the  January  follow- 
ing, and  lasted  till  the  following  July. 
Now,  it  was  utterly  im|M>s8ible  to  secure 
the  profit  of  both  these  markets  within  the 
term  of  the  three  months — one  or  other  of 
them  he  must  of  necessity  surrender  to  the 
pirate.  If  he  dated  the  commencement  of 
his  copyright  from  his  delivery  for  the  fo- 
reign market  in  October,  the  tenu  was  out 
before  his  home  sale  couimenccd  in  January; 
and  if  he  deferred  tlie  necessary  steps  for 
securing  the  protection  till  January,  in  or- 
der to  secure  the  sale  at  home,  he  was  cer- 
tain to  have  the  patterns  pirated  which  he 
had  exported  three  montlis  before,  and  co- 
piei  of  them  sent  into  the  home  market  in 
competition  with  his  own.  One  class  se- 
riously injured  by  the  present  law  were  the 
parties  who  sent  out  muslins  to  l)c  embroi- 
dered by  the  needle  ;  in  Scotland  and  the 
north  of  Ireland  a  branch  of  trade  which 
^ve  most  extensive  emplo^'mcnt  to  females 
in  their  own  houses  and  families.  Some  of 
these  goods  took  many  months  to  work 
with  the  needle,  and  as  the  design  was 
priQCcd  on  the  cloth  in  outline  before  it 


was  sent  out  to  he  emhnndered,  the  pirate 
could  copy  it  with  impinuty,  and  hav«  bis 
imitation  in  the  market  as  early  as  the  ori- 
ginal producer.  To  this  class  of  empJoyen 
the  inconvenienoes  were  of  the  most  serious 
character,  and  an  extensive  employer  tt 
Glasgow  thus  described  its  effects  in  a  letter 
to  him: — 

**  In  the  district  of  the  north  of  Ireland, 
Inhere  this  system  of  wholesale  piracy  is  car- 
ried on,  almost  every  Scotdi  manofacturer 
withdrew  his  work  for  a  time,  at  least  daring 
the  last  year,  and  pushed  the  bonnet  else- 
where. I1ip  consequence  of  this  was  a  great 
I  eduction  in  prices,  and  distress  amongst  the 
workers ;  ana  thus,  for  the  want  of  a  proper 
protection  for  design,  a  branch  of  business  af^ 
fording  employment  to  lhon«ands  of  the  indus- 
trious females  of  Ireland  suffers  veiy  materially, 
And  we  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  there  b  no 
branch  of  the  national  industry  that  is  more 
deserving  of  the  protection  of  the  Legislature 
than  this  of  hand-sewing  or  embroidery,  for, 
although  in  amount  it  may  be  insigniticaot  as 
compared  with  others,  it  is  to  be  considered 
that  the  employment  is  given  to  the  females  in 
their  own  houses ;  there  is  no  congrefating 
together  of  the  people  in  raasses^,  as  is  the 
towns  and  districts  which  are  the  seats  of  the 
cotton  manufacture.  lis  benefits  are  known  to 
every  one  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the 
|>cople  in  tlie  north  of  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

'*  We  have  taken  opinion  of  counsel  on  oae 
case,  vrho  concur  that  our  goods,  being  printed 
in  the  tirst  instance,  are  entitled  to  three 
months'  protection  from  the  date  of  publico 
tion.  But  observe,  our  date  of  publication  is 
the  day  of  giving  out  to  the  worker  to  be 
sewed  ;  and  a^^  the  sewing  and  otherwise  pre* 
pit  ring  for  market,  by  bleaching,  fcc ,  varies 
from  siix  weeks  to  three  months,  it  is  evident 
that  even  if  we  succeed  in  establishing  oar 
claim  to  protection  it  is  a  very  inadequate 
one." 


»i 


Two  other  branches  of  manufacture 
also  petitioners  for  this  extension  ~  the 
printers  of  furniture  calicoes  for  hangings, 
the  production  of  which  were  tedious,  and 
their  sale,  lx.'ing  less  liable  to  the  fluctua* 
tions  of  taste  and  fashion,  extending  over 
almost  as  many  years  as  the  sale  of  u  drea 
did  montlis ;  and  the  paper-stainers,  whose 
business  was  overrun  with  dishonesty  and 
piracy,  from  their  utterly  inadeqtiate  term 
of  but  twelve  months'  copyright.  For  all 
these  evils  the  {parties  were  persuaded  that 
an  eflectual  remedy  woidd  he  found  by 
simply  extending  the  protecting  term  to 
twelve  months  instead  of  three*  as  at  pns 
sent.  It  would  encourage  the  arts  of  design 
and  give  increased  employment  to  designers 
and  aitists,  as  every  individual  must  then 
bo  driven  to  produce  original  inTentioni^ 
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wb«r#  h»lK>w  Bulittsledby  tbefilohingof  pi- 
xaledimiUitioQs  and  servile  copies.  It  would 
complete  tbe  officiency  of  schools  of  de- 
sigOf  l>y  giving  the  artist  a  security  for 
tbe  exercise  of  bis  professioD»  after 
baviog  afibrded  him  the  opportunity  of 
acquiring  it ;  and,  by  raising  the  general 
character  of  British  ^oods  to  an  equality 
in  taste  and  beauty  with  those  of  foreigners 
it  would  augment^he  consumption  and  add 
to  the  general  trade  and  manufacture  of 
the  nation.  Tbe  statement  which  he  had 
now  made  comprised  the  principle  argu- 
ments in  &vour  of  the  measure  which  he 
was  desirous  to  have  introduced.  It  was 
premattire  for  him  to  anticipate  the  ar^u 
mentd  which  might  be  brought  against  him, 
bnt  he  was  p^tfectly  nrepared  to  meet  and 
to  refute  tbem.  Ana  whilst  he  reserved 
any  discussion  upon  these  points  to  a  future 
stage  of  the  measure^  when  they  would  in 
all  probability  be  stated  in  detail,  he 
thought  it  bis  duty  thus  earlv  to  intimate 
that  recent  circumstances  baa  placed  him 
in  a  position  to  combat  them  much  more 
tatisractorily  than  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  doing  last  Session.  These  arguments 
bad  chiefly  reference  to  an  anticipated 
dU&culty  of  distinffuisbing  between  what 
was  an  original,  sod  what  a  pirated  design 
tinder  tbe  new  law ;  but  the  parties  wno 
had  dwelt  upoo  this  seemed  to  forget  that 
that  was  a  question  incidental  to  onv  law 
of  copyright,  whether  of  three  months  or 
twelve;  and  in  any  case,  whatever  were 
tbe  duration  of  tbe  term,  the  abstract 
question  of  pronouncing  between  the  in- 
vention and  the  copy  must  pertain  to  any 
knr  which  professed  to  give  a  protection  to 
tbe  one  against  the  encroachments  of  the 
other.  But  this,  and  a  number  of  similarly 
nntenaUe  devices  which  had  been  relied  at 
tot  upon  by  the  opponents  of  the  measure, 
were  all  eveatually  abandoned  in  tbe  com« 
mittee^  and  the  entire  justificatioD  of  tbe 
4mpoeitioD  narrowed  to  a  fear  that  under 
the  aew  system,  whilst  the  English  copyist 
,wae  lied  up  for  twelve  months,  the  foreign 
one  w^M  be  left  at  perfect  liberty  to 
pirate  our  desifliis,  and  uiat  they  would  do 
ee  and  aDderselT  us  in  those  neutral  markets 
to  which  we  at  present  exported.  And  as 
tbe  iwobabilitv  of  this  being  attempted  de^ 
peaded  mainly  on  the  possibility  of  a 
foieign  printer  produdag  the  same  design 
cheaper  than  the  En^uib  oney  aome  very 
wild  assertions  were  made  to  the  committee 
to  tbe  eSkct  that  tbe  prinleia  of  Belgium, 
Germany,  and  tbe  States  of  tbe  Pmssinn 


duoe  twentv-five  per  eent  cheaper  tba^ 
England.  Now,  he  had  in  the  ooorse  of 
last  year  made  a  visit  to  Belgium  and  ml 
the  manufacturinff  districts  of  tbe  t^russiaQ 
League,  with  a  view  to  see  for  himself  the 
results  of  that  enlightened  commercial  ex- 
periment, and  he  was  prepared  with  docu* 
ments  of  the  most  authentic  character  from 
the^  printers  of  those  countries  themselvdi* 
which  he  wonld  produce  when  the  proper 
time  came  and  the  question  was  ^irly 
raised;  and  what  would  establish  under 
their  own  hand,  that,  so  fer  from  being  able 
to  compete  with  the  English  priiiter  in 
neutral  marlsets,  they  were  overwhelmind 
with  his  productions  in  their  own— in 
spite  of  prohibitory  duties,  amounting  on 
an  average  from  fortv  to  fifty  per  cent. 
The  manufacturers  of  Belgium,  Prussia, 
Saxony,  and  Bavaria,  when  he  had  shown 
them  the  evidence  regarding  that  gif^n 
before  the  committee  of  last  Session  by 
persons  profesiiog  to  speak  from  personal 
experience  of  their  trade,  prononnced  tbein 
to  be  false,  and  perildloQS,  *'per/tde  d 
menstmgh^P  So  long,  in  feet,  as  Enriand 
could  supply,  by  means  of  machinery 
200,000,000  of  her  own  subjects  and  de* 
pendants,  she  must  of  neccsssity  beenafabd 
to  undersell  the  Germans  with  thefr  popa^ 
lation  of  26,000,000,  and  tbe  Bei^aot 
with  only  4,000,000.  England,  in  Itet^ 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  foreign  competition, 
if  she  were  but  *'  true  to  herself  ana 
to  her  own  artists.  It  was  to  induce  ber 
to  be  true  io  them  that  he  introduced  tbe 
present  motion — ^to  indoce  ber  to  put  ber 
own  artists  on  the  same  footing  with  other 
countries,  and  to  give  her  own  mannfec^ 
turers  the  same  security  which  they  en* 
joyed ;  and  if,  added  to  her  undispoted 
power  of  producing  cbei^r  than  aay 
nation  of  the  world,  she  could  attain  tM 
facility,  by  means  of  protection  and  en* 
conragement,  of  producing  as  beaotiM 
and  as  refined  articles  as  those  of  Fraaoe, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  any  coantrv  ef 
Europe  to  enter  into  competition  with  mtf 
thus  armed  with  a  double  superioriftf. 
Tbe  bon.  Member  concluded  by  moviaff 
a  resolution  that  tbe  chairman  be  directpl 
to  move  tbe  House  that  leave  be  given^ 
bring  in  a  bill  for  extending  tbe  term  jsi 
cop^rrigbt  in  designs  for  printing  wovvn 
febrics  and  pmr  hangings. 

Mr.  Morh  PkUip$  said,  that  when  Um 
subject  was  brought  under  Uia  atteati#a 
of  the  House,  in  the  course  of  the  last  $h* 
sion,  be  had  felt  tb»t  it  irpald  not  becffat 
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%yek  vat  tken  pfOpMd,  toaait  ke  U 
Mt  tboi  IM  vomQtkM  of  tks  lapolicT  oi 
tkeadopun  of  a  mcmuii.  vUckthnild 
kn«  tke  e&ct  of  ezli^Kiiii^  tke  copi  light 
of  dcasosi  bat  now  baiiD^  paid  dose 
attCBtioa  to  the  erideDoe  vkidi  bad  been 
bnMi^  Ibrvard  apon  tke  qaeadon  befoe 
tba  coMBiHtgf,  that  vbicb  bad  beea  ool j 
a  doabt  in  bis  mind,  bad  npened  into  a 
ina  opHiion  tbat  it  vonld  be  inexpedient 
In  aBKBt  to  the  pioposkioo  wbicb  «»  nov 
■idf  bj  bis  bon.  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Bdfittt.  Connected  as  be  wms  vitb  so 
larfe  a  brancb  of  the  trade  of  this  oonntrr, 
imeretted  in  tbe  snbfect  nov  ander  dis- 
coMion,  be  felt  tbat  be  conU  arrive  at  no 
oondnsion  tttisiKtorr  to  ali  tboae  vboce 
interests  were  involTed  in  its  decision;  bat 
vbile  be  felt  tbat  bis  opinion  most  be 
to  some,  be  bad  endearoared  to 
to  a  conclasion  foooded  upon  no 
personal  aoUrcs,  bat  entireW  upon  a  soand 
and  jast  coosaderaiioo  of  wbat  be  believed 
to  be  its  ifliportant  bearings.  He  wns 
opposed  in  principle  to  tbe  extensioa  ol 
tbe  copyright  which  was  sogcested,  bot 
at  the  sasse  time  he  should  not  now  op- 
pose tbe  motion  of  bis  bon.  Fnend,  learing 
tbe  mature  discussion  of  the  whole  of  tbe 
details  of  the  measure  to  a  more  convenient 
opportunitv.  He  was,  he  confessed,  one  of 
those  who  had  not  got  rid  of  what  might 
be  called  a  bug-bear — nsmely,  the  appre- 
hension of  the  mischief  of  foreign  competi- 
tion. He  hsd  not  had  the  same  opportUDity 
certainly  of  inspecting  the  manufactures  of 
foreign  countries  as  his  boo.  Friend,  bot 
bis  opinion  was  formed  upon  the  evidence 
which  had  been  produced  before  the  Com- 
mittee. It  was  upon  that  evidence  that 
tbe  public  roust  come  to  a  conclusion,  and 
he  was  bound  to  consider  the  matter  in 
leference  to  it.  He  conceived  that  if  the 
House  proceeded  to  legislate  with  regard 
to  the  copyright  of  designs,  they  most  look 
to  what  would  be  the  chances  of  compe* 
tition  which  would  present  themselves  in 
years  to  come ;  and  he  must  say  that  he 
oooM  not  but  believe  that  the  proposed 
extension  of  the  copyright  would  hold  out 
an  inducement  to  persons  in  this  country 
to  apply  to  persons  abrtnd  to  copv  the 
designs  which  might  be  published,  by 
which  means  designs  mi^ht  be  procured 
folly  equal  to  compete  with  the  originals. 
He  could  not  avoid  the  apprehension  that 
this  would  be  tbe  case,  and  the  fear  was 
induced  by  his  perusal  of  the  evidence. 
Be  thought,  too,  that  there  was  no  nde  with 


to  ■■chpitigaliDB;  and 

at  tbe  existing   law  and    iU 

tbe  present  slate  of  tbe  toade,  he 
vieeedof  the  impolicy  of  imro- 
any  eew  system  which  dkoeld  asake 
tbe  trade  less  profitable,  or  whiA  ahonid 
Bttke  it  distiegaished  for  the  titigaiioe  off 
its  Bsembers  as  to  what  waa»  or  what  van 
not,  original ;  and  be  said  tbia»  eol  merdj 
apon  tiK  general  gioaeds  of  tbe  ineape* 
dieocyof  snch  a  reaelt  beiag  prodwceJ, 
bat  becaose  tbe  intereala  of  the  liada 
would  be  Boatcrially  involved  in  the  dis- 
cnssion  of  minute  qneitioes  of  the  oiigie 
ality  of  patterns,  without  amy  (tbe  smaBrai) 
benefiu  being  prodoeed  to  the  coeaeascr. 
Hie  consnmer  undoablBdiy  was  the  aaool 
important  person  whoae  nrterests  wcie  to 
be  considered,  and  if  tbcie  wea  anythiai^ 
in  the  proposed  law  which  should  havelbe 
edRect  of  iocreesing  tbe  coat  of  the  article 
of  consumption  anneceassrily,  he 
ceived  that  that  was  a  suflnenl 
of  opposition  to  the  BMasare.  A 
succession  of  new  patterns  was,  in  bis 
opinion,  the  main  obfed  to  be  gained; 
but  that  was  an  end  which  would  mH  ha 
effected  by  this  measure;  and  tbe  con- 
tinuance of  the  nsaintenanoe  of  any  par* 
ticolar  matter  was  of  no  reel  importanee 
to  the  public  Tbe  truth  of  this  obeciin* 
tion  was  shown  by  the  fMt,  tlMt  tboae  who 
had  made  the  greatest  exertions  to 
tbe  public  taste  had  been  found  to 
the  best.  He  repeated,  theC  it  \ 
his  wish  to  oppose  the  introduction  of  the 
bill.  Opportunities  would  be  efforded 
hereafler  for  the  discnssion  of  its  pro- 
visions more  in  detail,  but  be  bad  thought 
it  right  to  take  this  opportunity  of  stating, 
that  his  opinioB  had  ooidergone  no  change ; 
otherwise  than  to  lead  him  to  a  oonelo* 
sion  of  the  inexpediency  of  extending  the 
copvrighC  If  his  bon.  Friend  had  any 
further  evidence  which  he  could  prodoea 
upon  the  subject  of  foreign  competition» 
he  might  not,  perhaps,  think  it  enlil  that 
the  committee  should  resame  its  bkona  ef 
inquiry. 

Mr.  Labomchert  said,  that  ea  ke  «M 
aware  that  there  woaM  be  ether  occasiena 
of  discussing  this  questioD,  he  only  tmiblad 
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the  fkmut  in  tniet  to  aet  thd  hon.  Mem* 
b^  ibr  Belfast  rtgfai  upon  a  matter  of  fact, 
apon  which  he  imagined  that  be  had  (Men 
into  error.    The  bon.  Member  had  said 
very  tmly,  that  the  law,  as  it  now  stood 
had  been  proposed  to  be  amended  by  Lord 
8ydei^amy  and  that  he  had  proposed  to 
give  the  mannfactnrers  an  extension  of 
copyright  to  twelve  months,  provided  they 
wonM  accept  a  system  of  registration  in 
coiij«netion  with  it.    He  knew  that  that 
haa  been  the    first   proposition    of  his 
noble  Friend,  but  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  before  this  inquiry  Lord  Sydenham 
bad  great  doubts  whether  he  could,  wkh 
safety  to  the  trade,  have  asked  the  House 
to  extend  the  copyright  for  twelve  months. 
When  the  boo.  Member  in  the  course  of 
last  Sestiouy  brought  forward  his  motion, 
he  (Mr.  Labonchere)  readily  acceded  to 
what  appeared  to  be  the  general  wish  of 
the  House,  that  in  a  case  in  which  there 
wete  such  conflicting  statements,  the  whole 
question  should  be  submitted  to  the  inquiry 
of  a  select  committee,  and  he  was  in  hopes 
from  the  exertions  which  were  made  by 
that  committee,  and  from  the  means  which 
they  had  of  looking  into  the  subject,  that 
some  well-digested  scheme  would  have 
proceeded  from  them,  supported  by  facts 
and  arguments  which  would  have  justified 
its  adoption  bj  the  House.     He  found, 
however,  that  he  was  disappointed— that 
on  both  sides  there  were  conflicting  state- 
ments— that  persons  who  were  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  matter  had  expressea  views 
on  the  subject  which  were  aistinctly  op- 
posed to  each  other.    Among  the  petitions 
which  were  presented  to  the  House,  he 
found  some  proceeding  from  those  manu- 
facturers who  were  engaged  in  producing 
the  best  goods  in  favour  of  the  alteration 
of  the  law,  while  on  the  other  hand  those 
who  were  engaged  in  the  production  of 
the  commoner  articles,  and  who  were  to 
be  found  mainly  located  in  Lancashire, 
expressed  their  apprehension  at  any  change 
being  made  in  the  law.    It  was  to  be  ob- 
serve that  this  latter  class  was  one  of  the 
highest  importance.    It  was  from  them 
that  the  major  part  of  those  manufactured 
goods  proceeded  which  were  the  subject 
of  export,  and  they  formed  a  class  whose 
interests  must  be  considered  as  of  the 
highest  importance.    The  committee  when 
they  were  engaged  in  the  consideration  of 
the  Question,  appeared  to  be  equally  di- 
vided at  to  whether  they  should  express 
anj  opinioQ  to  tb&  HonsOr   When  the 


queftttofl  Wis  raised  of  whether  they  sbmiM 
make  any  report  or  not,  it  was  found  tlmt 
there  were  six  for  the  report  and  six  againat 
it,  and  the  hon.  Chairman  gave  hiscastlng 
vote  in  favour  of  the  report. 

Mr.  £.  Tenneni  wished  to  explain— The 
first  motion  for  a  report  was  met  by  • 
motion  that  there  should  be  no  report,  and 
carried,  he  must  admit,  by  his  castug 
voice.  The  next  question  was,  as  to  whe^ 
ther  the  report  should  be  in  favour  of,  or 
against  the  extension  of  the  copyright^ 
when  six  Members  voted  in  favour  of  the 
extension  and  three  against  it. 

Mr.  Labouchere  would  not  discuss  this 
matter  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  now,  but 
the  hon.  Gentleman  must  admit,  that  H 
was  by  a  bare  majority  the  report  was 
agreed  to.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
confessed  that  he  remained  in  the  sanie 
opinion  as  that  which  he  had  entertained 
last  year.  He  admitted,  that  he  thought 
that  a  case  of  great  harddiip  had  been 
made  out  on  the  part  of  those  who,  having 
gone  to  the  expense  of  procuring  desima 
to  be  made,  afterwards  found  that  other 
persons  had  profited  by  their  labour  and 
exertions;  and  he  wished  that  he  could 
redress  their  grievances,  but  he  felt  thai 
be  could  not  do  so  without  inflicting 
greater  injury  on  othera— without  pro« 
ducing  litigation  in  this  country,  and 
diflBculties  and  inconvenience  to  our  foreign 
trade.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  hmu 
Member  opposite,  that  the  feare  whidi 
had  been  expressed  on  the  subject  were 
quite  so  visionary  as  he  described.  He 
should  be  ready  to  give  the  measure, 
when  it  was  introduc^,  his  best  consi- 
deration ;  but  he  would  wait  to  aee  in 
what  manner  the  hon.  Member  proposed 
to  apply  his  principles  before  he  expressed 
any  decided  opinion  upon  it,  because  be 
felt  that  on  a  question  of  such  magnitude 
and  importance,  one  fiedse  step  mig^t  pro* 
duce  the  most  serious  consequences.  He 
had  stated  last  vear  that  he  thought  tha 
best  way  woula  be  to  extend  the  ooiffif^ 
ri^t  on  the  system  of  registration  to  anc 
months,  and  be  still  thought  that  that 
might  be  the  best  course  to  adopt;  -hot  aft 
present  he  held  himself  undetermined  wi 
to  the  decision  to  which  he  should  ooaifc 
He  hoped  that  when  the  hon.  Member 
brought  in  his  bill  he  woidd  give  it  tiM 
to  be  fairly  and  duly  considered,  not  oiA 
as  to  its  principle,  but  as  to  the  mode  ft 
which  that  principle  was  to  be  carried  fiM 
enecu 
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Mr.  CdquJuma  wished  to  asky  if  quan- 
iilj  and  cheapness  were  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  our  foreign  trade,  in  what  re- 
rit  could  cheap  calicoes  be  affected  by 
ex  tension  of  the  copyright,  while  the 
pieeent  state  of  the  law  was  of  serious  in- 
jury to  the  finer  branches  of  the  trade.  He 
entreated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
consider  if  he  looked  to  foreign  markets 
and  the  markets  of  Europe  alone,  whether 
he  would  not  effect  his  object  better  by 
takinff  care  of  the  finer  branches  of  the 
manufacture.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  suid,  that  the  trade  was  nearly  divided 
on  the  subject,  but  he  could  say,  that,  as 
far  as  the  calico  trade  was  concerned, 
there  was  an  overwhelming  majority  in 
Cavour  of  the  exteusiou.  If  hou.  Gentle- 
meu  would  look  to  that  large  volume  on 
the  table,  they  would  find  abundiince  of 
•videuce  iu  it.  In  Manchester  the  trade 
was  suffering  Co  a  large  extent  for  want  of 
the  proposed  protection.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Wigan  had  frequently  brought 
before  the  House  u  pUu  for  establishing  a 
school  of  desigu,  iu  connexion  with  our 
manufactures,  but  no  school  of  desigu 
could  be  more  effeclixe  than  giving  a 
libctal  scale  of  remuueratiou,  aud  thus 
laisiug  the  charok'ier  of  oui  designs  by 
employ iug  a  hi^hci  cljuto  of  arit^is.  Ou 
all  thowe  giv^uuiU  Ik'  lio(vd  the  right  hoo. 
iWiktluwau  w\>uUl  exleud  the  cv>pyiighl  to 
twelvg  uKMilbji,  i>r,  al   all  events,  to  six 

Ml.  AJw^iiVM  conceived  that  it  was  of 
the  greatest  importance  that  in  thiscouutry 
the  most  liberal  attention  should  be  given 
to  the  improvement  in  the  arts  of  design, 
iu  lefereiwo  to  our  manufactures.  There 
was  a  wide  difference  between  the  position 
of  Kttgland  in  this  respect  and  France, 
aud  the  vast  superiority  which  France  had 
over  us  was  most  strikingly  manifested  by 
Ihe  magnitude  and  success  of  their  silk 
Unde.  The  very  heavy  amount  of  duty 
wlHcb  they  were  enabled  to  pay,  and  yet 
aell  their  goods  to  advantage  in  our  market, 
afforded  a  convincing  proof  of  their  su- 
perioritT  over  us.  They  purchased  the 
aBaterial  at  the  same  market  with  us,  their 
labour  was  not  less  expensive  than  ours, 
and  yet,  by  reason  of  the  great  superiohiv 
of  the  articles  which  they  manufacturecl, 
they  were  enabled  to  obtain  a  price  remu- 
nerating them  for  all  their  necessary  out- 
lay, lie  had  adverted  to  the  silk  trade, 
becmnse  it  was  the  most  remarkable,  for 
their  cotton  trade  was  by  no  means  so  sue- 


cettfuK  We  had  hitherto  forced  our 
foreign  trade  by  the  cheapness  of  our 
goods,  but  if  we  were  to  maintain  it  any 
longer  it  was  necessary  that  we  should  be 
able  to  improve  our  designa.  He  thought, 
however,  that  it  was  not  merely  an  im- 
provement in  our  arts^  of  which  we  stood 
in  need,  but  that  we  required  what  might 
I  be  termed  an  English  style.  He  might 
I  give  some  offence  by  saying  so,  but  the 
real  truth  was,  that  tnere  was  no  English 
art  of  design.  All  the  designs  we  had 
I  were  wholly  or  in  part  foreign — altered, 
no  doubt,  from  the  originals,  but  the 
alterations  were  generally  of  such  a  cha« 
racter  as  that  the  less  extensive  they  were 
the  better,  and  that  if  the  original  designs 
were  altogether  untouched  it  was  best  of 
all.  It  was  true,  he  admitted,  that  then 
were  many  manufacturers  who  did  not  re- 
sort to  this  system,  but  who  employed 
^rsons  of  superior  talent ;  but  with  re- 
ference to  the  ordinary  manufacturers,  be 
;  believed  that  our  supposed  superiority  over 
'  the  coutiueutal  manufacturers  was  derived 
.  from  the  causes  which  he  had  pointed  out* 
i  America  to  which  very  little  attention  was 
paid,  was  progressing  rapidly  in  its  cot* 
ton  manufactures*  Already  as  many  as 
'  ;^00,000  bales  of  cotton  were  consumed 
there,  and  she  was  gradually  manufactur- 
ing one  article  after  another,  and  ea- 
I  lending  her  trade  in  all  directions.  In 
Chiua,  the  Pacitic,  and  even  the  Levant, 
they  were  beating  us  in  our  trading,  and 
were  driving  us  out  of  the  market,  and  we 
must  not  imagine  that  the  advantages 
which  wc  had  so  Ion;;  enjoyed  would  con- 
tinue for  ever.  It  was  necessary  to  im- 
prove our  designs  in  manufacture,  in 
order  to  maintain  our  position ;  and  he 
would  cordially  join  the  lion.  Member 
opposite  in  endeavouring  to  give  the  ma- 
nufacturer all  that  he  would  be  entitled  to, 
although  he  could  not  support  him  in  the 
measure  which  he  proposed  to  the  House. 
The  only  other  thing  to  which  he  would 
advert  was  the  term  of  extension.  They 
should  consider  that  the  articles  which 
were  produced  were  sold,  if  at  all,  within 
the  following  three  months.  In  common 
justice  he  thought  it  right  to  give  the  in- 
ventors the  whole  season  from  tlm  time  of 
publication.  He  did  not  think  the  public 
would  suflier  if  some  extension  of  the  pre- 
sent term  were  conceded,  and  he  believod 
that  an  extension  to  six  months  was  as 
much  as  any  manufacturer  would  desire, 
as  the  same  pattenm  which  wtro  produocd 
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in  the  summer  were  seldom  required  for 
the  winter ;  and  if  the  term  were  extended 
to  twelve  months,  it  would  extend  over 
two  seasons,  which  was  unnecessary.  The 
establishment  of  schools  of  design  was  un-* 
doubtedly  essential  in  a  manufacturing 
country  like  this,  and  it  might  be  consi- 
dered somewhat  discreditable  to  former 
Governments  that  we  had  been  so  long 
without  them ;  but  it  was  impossible  for 
the  manufacturers  to  give  employment  and 
sufficient  remuneration  to  the  artists 
educated  in  those  schools,  unless  they 
could  ensure  a  sufBcient  return  by  ihe  Qrst 
sale  for  the  capital  expended  in  the  pro* 
duction  of  the  design.  He  should  sup- 
port the  motion  now  before  the  committee ; 
but  when  the  details  of  the  bill  should 
come  under  discussion,  he  should  support 
the  propoiitioD  for  extending  the  term  to 
six  months^  iistead  of  twelve. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  that  after  having 
paid  great  attention  to  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  committee  who  had  sat  on  that 
subject,  he  had  come  to  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent  conclusion  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Belfast.  He  was  persuaded,  that  a 
change  in  the  present  law  of  copyright  of 
designs  would  prove  most  injurious  to  the 
calico-printing  trade  of  this  country. 
The  present  law  had  been  in  operation  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  and  during  the 
whole  of  that  period,  though  many  of  the 
principal  persons  engaged  in  the  calico 
trade  had  seats  in  that  House,  not  one  of 
those  parties  had  proposed  any  alteration 
of  the  law.  He  was  sure  that  if  they  ex- 
tended the  period  of  protection  to  design* 
ers,  such  a  measure  would  be  a  source  of 
endless  litigation.  All  designs  were  taken 
from  the  vegetable  or  animal  world,  and 
how  was  it  possible  that  every  pattern 
taken  from  those  sources,  could  be  a  com- 
pletely new  one?  One  of  the  largest 
calico  printers  in  this  country,  had  stated, 
that  250,000  patterns  were  produced  here 
annually;  and  there  could  be  no  doubt, 
that  not  less  than  30,000,000  of  designs 
bad  been  produced  within  the  last  fifty 
years.  How,  then,  was  it  possible,  that 
new  patterns  could  be  anything  more 
than  a  compound  of  the  old  ones.  If, 
therefore,  they  held  out  the  prospect  of  a 
higher  reward  to  designers,  tney  would  be 
iotroducing  a  measure  which  would  pro«- 
bably  lead  to  litigation  and  abuse.  He 
would  give  his  most  decided  opposition  to 
aoy  attempt  to  extend  the  copyright  of 
detifiit,  from  an  impressioD  tbiyt  it  would 


be  most  injurious  to  that  brauch  of  osr 
manufactures. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Tatfourd  would  not  dt- 
tain  the  House  from  the  business  before 
it,  but  having  applied  himself  for  some 
time  to  th^  consideration  of  a  subject 
nearly  akin  to  this,  and  being  of  opinioQ| 
that  there  was  some  analogy  between  in* 
ventions  in  machinery  and  the  fine  arte 
and  literary  productions  in  respeet  to 
copyright,  he  could  not  allow  this  diacua- 
sion  to  pass  without  expressing  his  entire 
sympathy  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Bel- 
fast in  the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  ten- 
dering him  his  humble  support.  He 
quite  agreed  in  the  principle  that  there 
was  a  property  in  works  or  art^  and  liiat 
it  was  necessary  to  give  some  incitement 
to  the  exertions  of  genius  and  skill  in  the 
way  of  a  right  of  property  in  the  produc* 
tion,  whatever  it  might  be,  be  the  term 
longer  or  shorter.  With  respect  to  kis 
own  bill  (the  Copyright  Bill),  he 
thought  he  had  been  defeated  merelj 
by  an  accident,  and  not  bv  any  argument 
that  had  been  brought  K>rward  againai 
him.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  result 
would  be  different  when  he  brought  for- 
ward the  measure  next  Session.  While 
he  remained  a  Member  of  that  House,  be 
was  determined  not  to  lose  sight  of  that 
which  he  considered  to  be  no  more  tha» 
justice  to  literary  men,  viz.,  to  give  them 
a  right  of  property  in  their  own  produc- 
tions. 

Mr.  O'Connell  would  make  an  obsetva- 
tion  which  was,  he  thought,  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  what  had  fallen  from  the  bon« 
Member  for  Inverness.  It  was  said,  that 
competition  was  increasing  daily  between 
the  manufactures  of  this  country,  and 
those  of  foreign  countries  in  Deutcid 
markets,  and  that  the  day  was  fast  epr- 
proaching  when  the  manufactures  of  tboee 
countries  would  be  offered  as  cheap  as  our 
own ;  and  it  was  also  said  that  there  wai 
more  of  talent,  skill,  and  taste,  brought  lO 
bear  in  the  manufacture  of  foreign  gooda 
than  our  own.  What  followed?  Wbjy 
that  we  must  compete  with  those  oOtKi- 
tries  in  those  higher  qualities.  He  thoii|^ 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Inverness  was  as  much  in  favour  of  en 
extension  of  the  term  of  copyright  in  de- 
signs to  twelve  months  as  uiu  The  hoB. 
Gentleman's  conclusion  did  not  a|^ree  wttti 
his  argument ;  and  be  (Mr.  O  ConneH) 
hoped  that  at  a  future  aUge  of  the  bill  Im 
would  see  the  propriety   of  iOpportiag 
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be  ttrid^  cdT,  m  tbai  after  aa j  dei^  a|»> 
peared  h  voaU  be  tkiee  Boatbs  ffohaUj 
before  a  copr  of  it  eam^  be  ia  tbe  ^^i^-ft 
T^  biU  vTMld  pre  riieto  eiidleai  fit^gplkm. 
Be  dd  DCA  see  haw  it  was  ymiiblf  to 
tirrmob  btlacea  a  codt  mad 


ta  ttieadiit  ib« 

TW  cmijqaertJo 
ID  ^K  tiioe  of  prau9ctiaa,  a^d  be 
Anaght  Jt  u  paltnr  matter  to  qaaird  irbe- 
'iB  it  diovld  be  nor  ivdve  isobtii&. 
Jfr.  ifnae  tbovsbt,  tbat  hk  boa.  aaf 
Fiiead,  vbo  bad  jasr  sat  ci^vn, 
{Dta^  a  g^eat  deal  too  xar.  Wu  be  .  pauera,  aad  aales  a  sjsteoi  of 
tbe  snstia^  prslec^aia  es-  |  tjon  were  eoabliibed,  it  would  be 
?  "  Hot  was  it  tbit  ocber  :  Ue  for  tbe  baoest  tiadcMuo  to 
ezcelied  wiibc-at  proieclJOQ  be-  wbelLer  tbe  designs  be  aiigbt 
afforded  tbea  ?  Trx  auiaafactimn  were  copies  or  not.  Tbe  bdl  was  caica- 
of  cbiof z  ia  Switzeria&d  bad  npre?  beeTi  *  lated  lo  favoor  tbe  few  at  tbe  expense  of 
^irrllrdj  and  tbere  tbej  bad  do  proteciiDn.  tbe  miDj.  and  be  tbou^t  it  was  best  to 
He  ■eatioapd  tbat  c:  astiy  becamse  tbere  j  ift  welS  akme,  and  aoi  auke  any  alteiatioa 
tbej  bad  no  castom-bonses,  and  tbe  Swiss    la  tbe  present  law. 

31r.  Worbmriem  tboof^bt  bis  boa.  Friendi 
tbe  Member  for  Kilkenny,  west  too  hr. 
He  tboogbt,  witb  regard  to  tbe  copjr^bc, 
botb  in  literarr  woiks  and  fchanical  in- 
lentions,  no  one  coold  say  tbai  no  reoHi* 
neratioo  ongbt  to  be  afforded  to  tbe  in* 
Tentors.  Tbe  great  object  to  be  benl  ia 
view  was  to  reconcile  the  icterests  of  tbe 
iorentors  witb  those  of  tbe  poblic,  to  giva 
some  short  period  of  copyright,  jast  s^fli* 
cient  to  act  as  a  stimulus  to  tbe  iBYcntor, 
and  baring  done  so,  to  secure  tbercvenioa 
to  the  public.  Tbat  was  tbe  proper  prin- 
ciple to  found  a  bill  as  regarded  fiteiarj 

-- , ^ copyright,  and  the  copyright  of  designs* 

is  falsely  called  protection  altogether.  The    If,    as  the   boo.  Member   for  In 


■wnolactnrer  laboured  under  tbe 
Tantaze  of  baring  to  brizkg  the  n 
rials  a  long  way  by  land  to  his  manufac- 
tory. He  tbooght  instead  of  eitendisg 
tbe  time  tbey  ought  latber  to  consider 
wbetber  tbe  three  months  at  present  al- 
lowed was  not  too  much,  whether  tbey  j 
OQght  not  to  do  away  with  all  protection. 
Tbe  wbole  doctrine  of  protection  was  a 
bllacy.  The  witnesses  who  had  been  ex- 
amined said,  that  three  months  was  co 
protection,  and  if  so,  there  could  be  no 
barm  in  doing  away  with  it.  He  thought, 
the  Gofemment  should  correct  the  errors 
of  tbe  old  times,  and  do  awar  witb  what 


true  way  to  excel  was  to  pay  attention  to 
those  arts  by  which  our  manufactures 
might  be  made  superior — we  were  superior 
in  weaving,  why  should  we  not  be  in  all 
otberaru?  He,  for  OQe,  thought,  that 
all  protection  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Brother  ton  thought,  the  House 
ought  to  pause  before  coming  to  a  decision, 
when  they  considered  the  conflicting  na- 
ture of  the  testimony  gi? en  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  the  report  in  favour  of 
copyright  bad  only  been  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one.  There  was  something  like 
Cice  in  asking,  as  the  learned  Sergeant 
done,  for  a  copyright  for  authors; 
but  who  would  stand  up  and  ask  for  a 
oopyright  for  booksellers  ?  Yet  that  was 
wbat  was  sought  to  be  obtained  by  the 
present  bill.  These  designs  were  not  the 
inventions  of  the  master  printers  them- 
selves— they  were  purchased  by  them  for 
n  few  shillings — and  this  bill  was  to  ena- 
ble them  to  make  rapid  fortunes  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  inventions  or  others. 
He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
«oj  copyright  at  all.    It  took  two  moatbs 


stated,  the  foreigners  were  so  rapidly  over- 
taking us,  that  in  two  or  three  years,  tbey 
would  be  able  to  manufacUue  as  cheaply 
as  ourselves,  thev  ought  not  to  extend  tbe 
copyright  an  inch  beyond  the  time  abso» 
lutely  necessary,  as  the  designs  might 
otherwise  be  canied  to  foreign  conntnes, 
where  fac  similes  would  be  produced  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  the  original  was,  inas- 
much  as  they  would  not  have  Co  pay  tbe 
original  designer.  He  thought  the  term 
proposed  by  tbe  bill  would  be  a  hazardous 
term  for  the  export  trade  of  this  country 
if  it  were  carried  into  effect. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed,  and  the  resolution 
was  reported,  and  a  bill  founded  on  it, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in. 

Admission  of  Jews  to  Corporats 
Offices.]  Mr.  Divett  said,  that  he  ha4 
been  induced  to  call  tbe  attention  of  tbe 
House  to  the  subject  which  he  was  aboot 
to  introduce  to  their  notice,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  petition  which  be  presented 
a  few  days  ago  from  a  gentleman  of  the 
JewUb  penuaiioD  of  tbe  mune  of  Salo* 
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mons,  who  had  been  prevented  serving  a 
high  office  in  the  Corporation  of  London » 
to  which  he  had  been  elected  by  a  large 
body  of  his  fellow  citizens,  in  consequence 
of  his  religious  opinions.  This  gentleman 
had  served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  of  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  also  that  of  sheriiT  of 
London  and  Middlesex.  At  about  the 
completion  of  the  term  of  his  filling  the 
latter  office,  he  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
wards  of  the  city  of  London  as  their  alder- 
man; but  he  found  the  declaration  he 
was  called  upon  to  take  before  he  could 
proceed  to  exercise  the  duties  of  this 
office  was  of  such  a  nature,  and  drawn  up 
in  such  terms,  that  no  gentleman  of  the 
Jewish  persuasion  could  possibly  take  it. 
It  appeared,  therefore,  that  no  gentleman 
professing  that  religion  could  hold  the 
office  of  alderman  in  any  corporate  town 
in  this  country.  The  Act  9  George  4th., 
removed  the  restrictions  from  other  dis- 
senters, as  regarded  filling  corporate  offices, 
but  it  made  an  exception  in  the  case  of 
the  Jews  by  the  mode  in  which  the  de- 
claration was  framed.  He  trusted  that  the 
House  would  extend  to  the  Jews  the  same 
privileges  which  they  had  granted  to  other 
dissenters,  and  he  hoped  that  another 
Session  would  not  be  allowed  to  elapse 
without  their  removing  the  anomaly  which 
existed  with  respect  to  them.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  with  moving  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  individuals  pro- 
fessing the  Jewish  religion  to  make  the 
declaration  contained  in  the  Act  1  and  2 
Vict.  c.  V.  and  xv.,  •*  For  the  relief  of 
Quakers,  Moravians,and  Separatists,  elect  • 
ed  to  municipal  offices." 

Sir  R.  Inglis  did  not  object  to  the  mo- 
tion on  any  personal  ground  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  been  alluded  to,  nor  in 
consequence  of  the  magnitude  of  the  de- 
mand made;  but  he  did  so  on  the  ground 
that,  by  their  constantly  giving  these  lit- 
tle concessions,  they  were  gradually  lead- 
ing to  great  and  serious  changes.  He  was 
sorry  to  say  that  this  system  had  long 
been  pursued  in  that  House,  and  which, 
if  continued,  he  feared  would  ultimately 
lead  to  the  greatest  evils.  He  thought, 
also,  in  the  present  case,  that  the  motion 
ought  rather  to  have  been  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  David  Salomons, 
Esq.,  to  make  such  a  declaration  as  would 
enable  him  to  serve  the  office  of  alderman 
of  the  city  of  London.  He  denied  that 
^his  was  a  (question  of  religjious  toleifatiooj 


and  he  contended  that  the  Jews  were  not 
entitled  to  hold  either  this  or  any  other 
corporate  office,  or  any  other  civil  privi- 
lege, on  the  ground  that  they  were  of  a 
difierent  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  re- 
garded  as  Englishmen.  Any  Jew,  if  ap- 
pealed to,  would  admit  this  distinct  na* 
tionality.  He  objected  to  the  measure  on 
the  grounds  which  he  had  stated,  but 
should  not  divide  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject in  its  present  stage,  but  would  do  so 
on  a  future  occasion. 

Mr.  Wat  burton  was  rather  surprised  at 
the  argument  of  his  hon.  Friend,  as  to  the 
independent  nationality  of  the  Jews.  Did 
his  hon.  Friend  forget  that  the  Jews  at 
present  possessed  many  privileges  which 
they  held  as  natives  of  this  country.  The 
law  enabled  them  to  purchase  and  inherit 
real  estates,  and  they  now  enjoyed  the 
privileges  and  incurred  the  risks  in  com- 
mon with  other  possessors  of  property^ 
According  to  the  law,  an  alien  could  not 
hold  real  property  ;  his  honourable  and  or- 
thodox Friend,  therefore,  to  be  consistent, 
should  propose  a  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  deprive  the  Jews  of  all 
the  landed  estates  they  possessed,  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  foreigners.  A  great 
outcry  had  been  raised  against  Mehemet 
All,  for  the  persecution  of  the  Jews  in 
Syria,  but  would  any  one  deny  that  a  si- 
milar spirit  was  then  manifested  in  that 
House.  He  contended  that  the  cases 
were  similar,  for  what,  then,  was  it  but 
persecution  to  exclude  an  honest  and  con- 
scientious man  from  an  office  which  he 
was  otherwise  eligible  to  Bll,  by  calling 
upon  him  to  take  a  religious  test  ? 

Mr.  TV,  E.  Gladstone  said,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  speech  of  the  hon 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  was 
the  best  justification  which  could  have  been 
pronounced,  for  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued  by  his  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for' 
Oxford  University,  (Sir  R.  Inglis).  He 
understood  his  hon.  Friend  to  say,  in  ef- 
fect, that  this  motion  was  not  to  be  con- 
sidered so  much  in  respect  to  its  intrinsic 
value,  as  to  what  it  might  hereafter  lead 
to.  This  was  an  important  question,  be- 
cause upon  it  rested  the  point  whether  the 
Jews  should  or  should  not  sit  in  Parlia- 
ment. The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Divett)  must  see  that  he  was  under  some 
obligation  to  his  hon.  Friend  for  nbi 
dividing  the  House  (there  not  being  forty 
Members  present) ;  but  he  thought  it 
woul4  be  unfair  to  do  so^  I^cs^usq  it  woidd 
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bt  better  to  allow  the  quefthm  to  proceed 
to  a  further  stage.  At  the  aame  time  he 
believed  diat  the  hon.  Oentleinan  would 
ftnd  that  there  waa  a  large  amount  of  ob- 
jection to  this  priociple.  He  had  no  dis- 
position to  press  upon  individuals,  but 
it  was  matter  for  consideration,  at  the 
same  time,  whether  they  should  admit 
Jews  into  a  Christian  House  of  Legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Hatves  contended  that  the  state 
was  not  justified  in  interfering  with  a  man's 
religions  opinions,  as  a  ground  of  exclu- 
sion from  a  civil  office.  The  only  ground 
of  justification  for  interfering  with  a  man's 
civil  rights  was  his  violation  of  some  law. 
He  was  satisfied  that  the  result  of  the 
Aiture  discussion  of  this  and  other  bills  of 
the  kind  would  be  the  extension  of  the 
opinion  he  had  just  expressed. 

Mr.  A,  White  observed  that  the  case  of 
Mr.  Sheriff  Salomons  was  not  solitary,  for 
in  the  town  of  Sundeiland,  which  he  re- 
presented, a  gentleman  of  the  Jewish  per- 
suasion, a  most  influential  ehipowner  and 
merchant  in  the  town,  had  been  elected  a 
member  of  the  town  council,  and  was  pre- 
vented taking  his  seat  because  he  could 
not  conscientiously  take  the  oath  that  was 
tendered  to  him.  He  also  felt  that  the 
continuance  of  these  religious  restrictions 
on  the  Jews  was  a  stumbling  block  in  the 
way  of  their  conversion  to  Christianity. 

Leave  given.—- Bill  brought  in  and  read 
a  first  time. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Thursday  f  February  11,  1841. 

HntOTtM,']  Pctitioni  prctcntctL  By  Lord  Brougham, 
flrom  Glv^gow,  ft>r  the  Extemion  of  -he  SufRnge,  Repeal 
of  Uie  Pmperty  Qu«liacMitk>B,  and  Uuu  Uie  duraUoo  of 
l*lirliMn«t  OMijr  be  Shorteoed. 

Trial  of  the  Earl  or  Cakdioav.] 
The  Earl  of  Shaflethury  brought  up  a  fur- 
ther Report  of  the  Committee,  and  moved 
for  an  order  for  the  attendance  of  certain 
wiuiesMs  on  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Car- 
digan on  Tuesday  neat.  His  Lordship 
also  moved 

*'  1.  That  notice  be  given  forthwith  to  Tho- 
mas James  Barl  of  Canligan  to  appear  at  the 
bar  of  the  House  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of 
this  inst.  February,  at  11  of  the  clock  in  the 
forenoon,  in  order  to  answer  to  the  indictment 
which  has  been  found  against  him. 

'<  'i.  Thai  notice  be  forthwith  given  to  the 
bail  of  the  Knid  Rarl,  to  acquaint  thciu  with 
the  said  requisition. 

••3.  That  opon  -the  appearance  of  James 


Tbofflu  Earl  of  Cardigan  at  tM  bar  of  thli 
House  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  day  of  this  iastaal 
February,  the  Gentleman  Usher  of  the  Blade 
Uod  attending  this  House  do  forthwith  take  into 
his  custody  the  body  of  the  said  James  Tb^* 
mas  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

^  4.  That  in  case  the  said  trial  shall  last 
more  than  one  day,  the  Earl  of  Cardigan  shall 
remain  in  the  custody  of  tbe  Gentleman  Usher 
of  the  Black  Rod." 

Irelakd.3  Lord  Hmoarden  havings 
moved  for  the  production  of  certain  retams 
relative  to  the  working  of  the  Poor-law  i» 
Ireland, 

The  Earl  of  DetH>it  wished  to  ask  of  tho 
noble  Marqueu  (Normanby)  whether  he 
had  received  any  information  respecting 
the  Surveyor  of  the  Coleraioo  Union,  in 
the  county  of  Tipperary,  having  enlered 
in  the  book  from  which  the  official  recoma 
were  made  against  certain  eraeuret  in  the 
list,  the  word  «  Tory,"  as  he  (the  Earl  of 
Devon)  had  received  information  that  aMW 
was  the  case ;  and  he  thooght  thai  if  tbe 
surveyors  so  far  forgot  their  doty  at  te 
indulge  in  this  manner  their  political  ftei- 
ings,  it  was  a  practice  meeh  to  be  depe* 
cated.  If  the  noble  Marquees  had  reeeived 
no  information  on  the  8abject,he  reqeeated 
that  he  would  make  inquiries,  and  if  he 
found  that  it  was  the  case,  eiprees  the 
disapprobation  of  the  Goveroflsent  at  Che 
practice. 

The  Marquess  of  Narmat^  said,  the 
statement  of  the  noble  Earl  waa  Ike  Aral 
he  had  heard  of  the  subject,  bat  he  would 
certainly  make  the  inquiries  he  deaifed ; 
but  from  his  kitowledf^  of  the  ckaraeter 
of  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  he  did  not 
believe  he  could  have  acted  in  a  manner 
that  would  be  so  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
his  instructions. 

Returns  ordered. 

Socialism. — Freedom  of  Discus- 
siuNT.^  Ijord  Brougham  presented  pe- 
titions from  the  members  of  the  Univer- 
sal  Rational  Religious  Society,  Reading, 
Glasgow,  and  Northampton,  complaining 
that  their  doctrines  had  been  misrepresen- 
ted, and  praying  for  an  inquiry  into  them. 
He  presented  these  petitions  because  they 
were  respectfully  worded,  and  because  the 
parties  complained  of  misrepresentation. 
He,  therefore,  deemed  it  his  duty,  aa  the 
petitions  had  been  put  into  his  banda,  to 
submit  them  to  their  Lordships,  ahhough 
he  was  himself  unacquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject and  totally  unioforoMd  whether  Ikt . 
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cbarj;es  alluded  to  were  well  founded  or 
not.  He  wished,  however,  to  take  that 
opportqnity  of  once  more  aUting  to  their 
Lofdahipa  his  firm  beiief-^a  belief  which 
all  his  experience  and  observation  had 
tended  more  and  more  to  confirm— that 
if  there  were  any  absurdities  so  great  as 
not  to  bear  the  testimony  of  calm  inquiry 
for  one  instant ;  if  there  were  any  thing; 
so  revolting  to  men's  feelings  in  the  prin* 
ciples  of  these  parties  that  all  must  shrink 
from  the  consideration  of  them  with  ab- 
horrence and  disgust ;  if  their  doctrines 
were  so  profligate  as  had  been  stated,  no 
mode  more  effectual  to  diminish  the  natu- 
ral abhorrence  which  these  doctrines  might 
inspire  could  be  devised  than  making 
those  professing  them  the  objects  of  perse- 
cution and  punishment*  He  entertained 
that  opinioo  still  more  strongly  with  re- 
gard to  political  opinionsyhowever  revolting 
they  might  be.  His  belief  was,  that  any 
attempt  to  put  down  such  prineiples  by 
prosecution, and  by  checking  the  discussion 
of  doctrines  which,  if  left  to  themselves, 
would  die  a  natural  death,  was  a  course 
fraught  with  inconvenience  and  danger* 
He  applied  that  to  all  doctrines,  as  well 
religious  as  poUtioal,  and  he  applied  it  to 
political  heresiet  of  the  most  revolting 
kind.  He  Included  under  it  the  Repeal 
of  the  Union  in  Ireland,  and  his  deliberate 
opinion  was,  that  his  noble  Friends  behind 
bim  had  been  ill-advised  if  they  held  out, 
as  he  understood  they  had,  to  parties  in 
Ireland,  that  whoever  took  part  in  the  dis- 
eussion  respecting  the  Repeal  of  the 
Union,  must  no  longer  look  to  the  coun- 
teoance  or  the  patronage  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  in  Ireland.  He  believed  that 
was  not  the  way  to  put  down  the  repeal 
agitation,  but  that  if  left  to  itself  it  would 
die,  like  all  others,  a  natural  death. 
Petition  laid  on  the  table. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Thundoy,  February  11,  1841. 

If  IVVT«^]  Nb w  M  KMRBRS.— Lofd  Viaooiuit  EastnoTt  tat 
Relgate  i  the  E«rl  of  Listowel,  for  St.  Albans. 

Bills.  Bead  a  second  time : — Court  of  Exchequer  (Ireland) ; 
Tithe  Compositfons  (Ireland).— Read  a  first  time:— Turn- 
pike  Aeti  CoDtimiance  (Ireland). 

Petitions  presented.  By  Mr.  Hodges*  9nd  Mr.  V.  Smith, 
f^om  Bromley,  St.  Mary  Cray,  Chi^salhurst,  Northamp- 
ton, and  other  places,  against  the  Bill  tor  Continuing  aad 
loereaslag  the  Power  of  the  Poor  law  C<NBini»iofMffs. — 
By  Mr.  F.  French,  fh)m  the  Medical  Practitioners  in 
Mayo,  and  other  places,  for  the  better  regulation  of  Me- 
dttoal  Ch«ritiea.r-By  Mr.  Greene,  flrom  Turnkeys,  and 
pthcv  Ofloerc  of  Giiols.  fior  some  legal  provision  Ibr  Uteir 
Supi^oit,—  By  Mr.  Hume,  firom  Anderstoo,  fbr  an  Ex- 
MMi0B6r«Mettarage. 


NjoER  ExPEDXTtON.]  Lord  Ingatrte' 
wished  to  ask  a  question  of  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  oq 
the  subject  of  the  Expedition  to  the  Ni- 
ger. He  understood,  that  the  tteamer 
had  been  delayed  much  beyond  its  tim^ 
and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  erspe* 
dition,  if  now  sent  out,  would  wnWB  out 
at  the  most  unhealthy  season  of  the  jcBti' 
He  wished  to  know,  whether  the  Qovern- 
ment  intended  that  it  should  now  proceed? 

Lord/.  /2t£s^e^ said,  that  the  steamer 
was  delayed,  because  it  was  ascertained,' 
that  the  waters  of  the  Niger  were  not  suf- 
ficiently deep  to  admit  that  vessel,  till 
later  in  the  year. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  ask  whether  the 
noble  Lord  would  have  any  objection  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  copy  of  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  those  who  had  charge  of 
the  expedition  ?  The  public,  in  fact,  did 
not  know  what  were  the  objects  of  thii 
expedition. 

Lord  /.  J7tis$(//said,  that  the  iustruc- 
tions  were  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House 
last  year.  He  was  not  prepared  to  laj 
any  other  instructions  before  the  House 
on  the  subject. 

Lord  Ingestrie  asked  whether  the  ex- 
pedition would  not  arrive  on  the  coast  at 
the  most  unhealthy  season  of  the  year,  if 
sent  out  at  the  time  fixed  for  its  depar- 
ture? 

Lord  /.  Russell  said,  that  the  climate 
on  the  coast  might  be  unhealthy,  but  ft 
would  not  be  found  so  as  the  expedition 
advanced  up  the  river. 

Claims  on  Portugal.]  Viscount 
Sandon  was  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  again 
to  trouble  the  House  with  a  question 
which  had  already  too  often  occupied  iti 
attention.  He  had  hoped  from  what 
transpired  last  Session,  that  the  claims  of 
British  subjects  upon  the  Portuguese  go- 
vernment were  in  a  fair  way  of  being  ad* 
justed,  and  would  require  no  further 
interference  on  his  part.  But  on  his  re- 
turn to  London,  he  found,  that  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  British  officers  and 
soldiers  upon  the  Crown  of  Portugal,  were 
exactly  in  the  same  position  as  when  the 
Parliament  closed.  He  found,  that  there 
was  not  one  claim  settled,  and  that  no 
step  had  been  taken  towards  the  final  ad- 
justment. In  order  to  show  the  House, 
that  he  was  not  needlessly  complaining  of 
delay,  he  would  remind  them  of  the  state' 
of  this  question.     la  the  first  plaqe,  tliese 
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dAimi  had  now  remaiiied  vmettled  for 
the  space  of  fix  years.  In  the  month  of 
March,  last  year«  his  noble  Friend,  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  an- 
noanced  in  that  year,  that  the  Portnguese 
government  had  at  length  agreed  to  ap- 
point commissioners  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  these  claims.  In  answer  to  a 
question  which  he  put  to  his  noble  Friend, 
he  stated,  that  a  commissioner  had  been 
appointed  by  that  government,  and  on 
the  30th  March  that  a  commissioner  had 
also  been  appointed  by  the  British  Go- 
Temment.  In  May,  the  Portuguese  com- 
missioner arrived,  and  in  the  month  of 
June,  the  claimants  applied  to  the  British 
commissioner  for  information  how  they 
were  to  proceed.  On  the  29th  of  June, 
he  took  the  liberty  of  putting  to  his  noble 
Friend  further  questions,  and  the  reply 
was,  in  a  few  days  the  commissioner 
would  be  able  to  begin  the  investigation. 
The  first  sign  of  life  which  the  commis- 
sioners publicly  gave,  was  an  announce- 
ment in  the  month  of  November,  that 
they  were  appointed,  aad  even  then  they 
did  not  say,  that  they  were  prepared  to 
investigate  claims.  It  was  not  till  the 
month  of  December,  that  they  invited  the 
claimants  to  bring  their  claims  before 
them.  Now  he  had  discovered  that  up 
to  that  very  moment  there  had  not  been 
a  single  claim  investigated.  A  question 
still  existed,  he  believed,  between  the 
commissioners,  or  between  the  Govern- 
ments upon  what  principle  these  claims 
were  to  be  adjusted,  or  what  was  the  con- 
tract upon  which  they  would  rest.  Con- 
sidering that  it  was  stated  in  the  early 
part  of  last  Session,  that  there  was  then 
no  question  at  issue  that  might  not  be 
settled  in  a  few  days,  and  that  if  the  Por- 
tuguese government  did  not  proceed  with 
the  matter  within  fourteen  davs,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  were  prepared  to  take  the 
question  into  their  own  hands,  he  was 
surprised  that  the  British  Government 
should  not  have  made  up  their  mind  ear- 
lier what  was  the  contract  upon  which 
rested  the  claims  of  British  subjects  ;  and 
if  they  had  not  yet  done  so,  he  thought 
the  earliest  steps  should  be  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  an  adjustment.  He 
was  most  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  condition  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  he  should,  therefore,  take  the 
liberty  of  moving  for  the  following  re- 
turns ; — 

*'AoD^  of  Uht  misad  British  aad  Partu* 


gnese  commisnon  for  inTcstifaiing  and  dtlaii* 
mining  the  naval  and  military  dSam  om  tke 
Government  of  Portugal,  arising  oat  of  tha 
late  war  of  restoration ;  also  a  copy  of  die 
convention  between  the  British  andrafvgnasa 
Governments  relating  to  the  issuing  of  sodi 
commission;  also  a  copy  of  the  instraetioBS 
and  roles  framed  for  the  guidance  and  dire^ 
tion  of  the  commissioDers ;  also  a  retom  of 
what  has  been  done  by  the  oommissionecs,  and 
what  progress  has  been  made  in  the  investi* 
gation  of  claims,  and  the  number  of  claims,  if 
any,  which  have  been  investigated  and  adjo- 
dicated ;  and,  if  not  any,  the  causes  of  the 
delay." 

Viscount  Palmerittm  could  assure  his 
noble  Friend,  it  was  with  great  regret, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  state  to  him  and 
the  House,  that  these  claims  were  fairly 
and  amicably  settled.  Bat  his  oobfe 
Friend  was  mistaken  if  he  fancied  that  he 
found  matters  now  as  they  were  when  he 
left  London  at  the  end  of  the  last  Sessioii 
of  Parliament.  On  the  contrary  very 
considerable  progress  had  been  made,  and 
he  hoped  no  great  time  would  elapse  be- 
fore these  affairs  would  finally  be  brosght 
to  a  settlement.  The  House  was  awaie, 
that  a  long  correspondence  had  taken  place 
between  the  two  Governments  belbie  they 
came  to  an  agreement  for  the  appointaatet 
of  a  commission  to  sit  in  Loiadon:  the 
commissioners  to  consist  of  one  commia* 
sioner  named  by  the  British  Government, 
and  another  to  be  named  by  the  Porta* 
guese  Government.  It  was  also  well 
known,  that  the  Portuguese  wished  the 
commission  to  sit  in  Lisbon,  but  they 
yielded  that  point.  Then  a  difficulty 
arose  in  the  choice  of  a  commissioner  on 
their  part,  and  one  or  two  persons  to 
whom  the  appointment  was  offered,  found 
themselves  unable  to  undertake  the  duty. 
At  last,  the  Portuguese  government  se- 
lected an  officer  well  qaali6ed  in  every 
respect  for  the  duties  attending  the  com- 
mission— an  officer  conversant  with  the 
English  military  service,  who  spoke  the 
English  language,  and  whose  character 
was  calculated  to  inspire  confidence,  that 
while  he  would  do  his  duty  to  his  own 
country,  he  would  not  take  an  unfair  ad- 
vantage of  the  English  claimants.  When 
the  commissioners  met  in  l/>ndon,  the 
first  thing  required  of  them  was  to  draw 
up  a  code  of  rules  and  regolatMNis  to 
guide  them  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties.  This  occupied  some  eonsidenble 
time,  but  at  last  the  code  was  prepared 
and  signed  by  the  Portuguese  minister  b 
this  country,  and  by  him  (Lord  Palaw* 
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idMi)  M  bahilf  of  Great  Britiio.  The 
eommieeicmera  then  proceeded,  and  the 
Unit  and  moat  important  duty  they  had  to 
perform  was^  to  come  to  an  onderstandine 
upon  the  difficult  question  of  the  several 
contracts  of  senricej  and  though  his  noble 
Friend  might  imagine  that  point  could  be 
settled  in  a  very  few  days,  yet  he  (Lord 
Palmerston)  could  assure  his  hon.  Friend, 
who  could  not  be  so  conversant  with  the 
matter  as  he  necessarily  was,  that  this 
part  of  Uie  duty  was  not  quite  so  easy  as 
nis  noble  Friend  seemed  to  imagine.  One 
part  of  the  arrangement  between  the  Por- 
tuguese and  Britisb  Governments  was,  that 
if  the  two  commissioners  should  differ, 
they  should  refer  the  point  in  dispute  to 
some  person  who  should  act  as  arbiter  be- 
tween th€»n«  After  some  further  delay, 
it  wa#  arranged^  that  the  arbiter  should  be 
the  representative  of  some  foreign  govern- 
mient  a^  this  court,  and  the  choice  fell 
upon  tl^  BelgiaQ;  minister,  who  was  kind 
enough,  at  the  request  of  the  Portuguese 
i^i^ist^t  and  at  his  request,  to  undertake 
ihe  4i^^y,  The  Ueh  character  of  that 
4i^tkig|iisbed  individual,  the  knowledge  he 
lyMf's^  j^  Portugal  as  well  as. England, 
ap^^id^.  sOMfidnass  of  his  judgment  ran* 
de^  nan  pwili^lj  qualified  for  the  task 
h^  Jbad  Iha  tfip4n^  U>  accept  The  two 
commissioiiera,  whilst  employed  discussing 
the  question  of  the  contracts,  had  not  been 
able  to  come .  to  a  decision,  and,  conse- 
quently bad  each  of  them  prepared  a 
statement  of  their  respective  views  of  the 
question*  He  had  seen  the  statement  of 
the  British,commissioner  (Mr.  Alcock),  a 
document  which  reflected  great  credit  upon 
that  gentleman's  assiduity  and  ability,  and 
both  the  commissbners  were  now  just 
about  to  refer  to  the  umpire  the  decision 
of  the  point  of  difficulty  between  them« 
When  that  pobit  was  once  decided,  the 
matters  whicn  would  remain  were  of  less 
difficulty,  and  he  should  hope,  that  when 
the  principle  was  once  established,  the 
adjustment  of  the  claims  would  not  oc- 
cnpv  any  great  length  of  time.  With  re. 
garo  to  the  papers  which  his  noUe  Friend 
had  miived  for,  he  had  to  state,  that  no 
convention  had  been  signed,  but  that  an 
agreement  had  been  come  to  by  a  course 
of  diploipatic  communications,  partly 
written,  .and  partly  verbal.  As  a  oon- 
veation  did  not  eiist,  it  could  not  be  |pro- 
d«ced»  but  there  was  acodeof  regulatiooa 
to  wWh  the  third  part  of  the  motion  of 
his  ooUei  ^iend  alluded,  and  that  code 
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he  had  no  objection  to  lay  before  fha 
House. 

Viscount  Sandon  withdrew  the  tw^ 
first  portions  of  the  motion.  He  beMefl 
to  observe  that  last  year,  his  noble  Fn^iA 
had  said  the  whole  matter  would  be  adk 
tied  in  a  few  days.  He  thought,  that  ak 
there  was  no  dispute  about  the  [SartbiM 
contract,  the  claims  under  it  might  evi 
this  have  been  disposed  of.  ' ' 

Viscount  Palmersion  said,  thefe  h^ 
been  no  delay  on  the  part  of  the  coit|- 
missioners ;  but  it  would  have  been  as<^ 
less  to  go  into  a  detailed  examination  6T 
the  claims  until  the  principle  upon  whtcE 
they  were  to  be  disposed  of  was  settled. 

Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  said,  that  Be  had 
reason  to  believe  the  jnatter  was  now  in  a 
very  fair  course  for  a  settlement ;  and  he 
trusted  it  would  be  soon  broueht^  to  *ai 
satisfiictory  conclusion.  He  wished  td 
observe,  that  he  felt  very  strongly  as  t0 
the  (Conduct  of  the  Portuguese  govern^ 
ment ;  and  he  believed  it  would  prdbaUjr 
be  found,  that  the  whole  of  the  delay  m 
six  years  was  attributable  to  the  want  of 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  that  govern- 
ment. He  thought  it  due  to  the  ctaiin- 
ants  to  make  that  observation.  If  thi 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Fbrmgn  -Af«f 
fairs,  should  find  by  and  by  when  this 
investigation  was  proceeded  with,  that 
these  delays,  and  thes6  cruel  and  arbitrary 
proceedings  towards '  the  claimants  wero 
distinctly  to  be  traced  to  the  Portuguese 
government,  it  was  to  be  hoped  th&t  he 
would  support,  not  the  right  to  an  ordT- 
nary  compensation  for  the  delay  and  vex* 
ation  they  had  suffered,  but  the  moik 
ample  compensation  for  every  loss  anA 
inconvenience  they  had  sustained. 

Motion  as  amended  agreed  to. 
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DBSTrruTiON  in  the  Highlands—^ 
Emioration.J  Mr.  H.  BailUe  said,  it  wtt^ 
with  no  ordmary  feelings  of  embarrass^' 
ment  that  he  rose  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion  to  Mng  forward  the  motion  of  whic^ 
he  had  g^ven'  notice,  for  a  select  committ^ 
to  inqnire  into  the  condition  of  the  poptt-' 
lation  ^  the  western  highlands  of  Scotlan^ 
with  a  view  to  afibrding  the  p^P^^  .'^^^ 
by  means  of  emi^tion.  He  fdt  ieemf 
the  responsibility  which  must  dblfcdve  npm 
any  one  who  came  forward  as  the  adirocattt 
of  a  large  body  ci  his  fellow-coohtrymeii'^ 
whose  ratnre  prospects  ef  happiness  c* 
misery  might  in  some  measure  depemr 
upon  the  mannec  k  which'  their  ease  was 
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reprcttstod  to  that  Hooie,  nor  ihoaM  be 
bare  Teritured  to  uoderUke  the  ta«k  did 
be  D4t  as  the  tame  time  feel  that  tbb  vas 
m  questioo  of  humaDity'  and  of  justice,  a&d 
therefore  that  it  needed  do  artificial  arlrao- 
tages  or  emheJIidiineDts  of  aoy  kiud  to  re- 
comn>eDd  it  Ut  the  serious  attentioo  and 
awsideratioo  of  the  House.     He  must,  in 
the  first  plare,  »tate,  that  he  was  not  one 
of  those  enthusiasts  in  the  cause  of  emi- 
gration «ho  thought   that    the    Gorem- 
nient  ought  to  bring  forvard  a  measure^ 
or  establisli  a  «ystem  of  emigration  upon  a 
large  and   exteuaire  scale  for  the  popu- 
latum  of  the    L'nited  Kingdom ;   on  the 
cobtrarT,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  unless  a 
werj  urgent,    special,   and  peculiar  cj«e 
could  be  made  out — unless  be  should  be 
able  to  make  out  such  a  ca«e  upon  the  pre- 
gent  occasion,  the  Government  would  not 
be  justified   in  their  interference,  or  that 
House  in  giving  its  support  to  the  motion 
with  which  be  should  conclude.     It  was 
hardly  necessary  to  enter  into  a  very  length- 
ened or  detailed  history  of  the  ke4p  manu- 
Ikctore  upon  the  western  crrast  of  i^eotland; 
it  was  quite  suflident  for  the  Ifouie  to 
know  that  it  once  existed^thit  it  was  in 
eiistenoe  so  far  back  as  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teen thcentarv,  that  it  was  oneoftbosemanu- 
factuies  which  had  long  been  filtered  and 
cacoiiraged,  perhaps  unwiwly,  by  profectiog 
datie« — that  it  was  the  meant  of  aflfording 
occupation  and  existence  to  a  very  large 
population,   which    luul  been  encouraged 
frum  time  to  time  to  settle  in  thoae  wild 
aod  faarneo  districta  of  tiie  highlands  wliere 
they  had^  oomparativeiy  speaking,  no  agri- 
coltAiral  resourcee.     The  coDsequence  was, 
that  when   those  protoctiog  duties  were 
withdrawn,   the   manufacture  rapidly  de* 
climrd,  the  people  were  thrown  out  ofem- 
ploympnt,  and  reduced  to  tlie  utmost  state 
of  misery  and  destitution.    The  pn»tccting 
duties  to  which  he  alludc<l,  were  the  duties 
upon  salt,  sulphur,  and  upon  liarilla.     lo 
conbequencc  of  the  sudilcn  reduction  of  the 
duties  upou  salt  and  sulphur,  »  new  luanu- 
fiicture  came  into  o)ierutiou,  composed  of 
tbow  two  substances,   wbicli   was  called 
British  alkali,  and  which  pnired  to  be  a 
complete  substitute  for  kelp;  this  was  the 
first  great  blow  which  the  luanufacturc  rc- 
ceired.    It  siill,  however,  coutinued  to  be 
employed  for  some  purposes,  until  tjie  re- 
duction of  the  duty  upon  liarilU,  when  it 
might  be  said  to  have  been  extinguished 
altogether  aa  a  profitable    mauuLicture. 
True  it  was,  that  kelp  was  atill  nianufai:* 
turad,  but  only  ia  amall  quantities  geuc- 


raJly  for  thcpiirpoaeofcBiphiriiigtbeiiUMi 
destitute  portioa  of  the  pnfwihtinny  aod  tag 
the  moat  part  at  a  pocitire  Inas  to  tba 
manufacturer.     The  oonseouenoea  wbicb 
followed  the  reductJOD  of  tkem  diuiea  to 
the  landed  proprietors  were  ruinous  ia  tbe 
eitreoie.     True  it  was,  that  aome  of  tbMl 
with  vast  possessions  had  been  enabled  to 
contend  against  it,  but  the  smaller  propria 
etors,  and  those  whose  estates  wen  bur- 
dened with  &mily  settlements^  were  abso- 
lutely and  completely  ruined.     He  knew 
the  case  of  one  gentleman  whoae  whole  «&• 
tate  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  settle- 
ments which  were  made  upon  bis  younger 
brothers  during  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
kelp  manufacture ;   he  was  in  ooDsequeoca 
ob;iged  to  give  up  his  whole  estate  to  hb 
youngtr  brothers,  and  he  himself  waa  oolj 
iast  year  sent  out  at  their  joint  expenae  aa 
a  sheep  farmer  to  Australia.     He  might 
mention  other  cases  of  similar  haidalupL 
True  it  was,  they  had  been  roined,  bat 
they  did  not  complain ;    tbey  knew  tbat 
there  were  occasions  «  hen  private  intereata 
must  yield  to  the  public  good.    Tbej  ■!- 
mitted  this,  and  did  not  call  ttpan  the 
House    for    compematioB,  hot  tbflf  dU 
call  upon  Government,  and  be  tbas^uhl 
with  fainiess  and  with  juaiiee.  In  aaaiat  In 
removing   the  su|)erabiiBdant   papilatiaB 
from  their  estates,  who,  frooi  ba  hah  af 
their  own,  but  in  couaequence  of  tbe  legta* 
lation  of  that  House,  bad  been  dgpriij  af 
all  means  of  ezisteoce.   He  knew  be  night 
be  told  by  some  that  the  measnm  wbieb  ha 
pcopoeed'  was  too  partial  and  raattictad, 
that  distnMS  esiatcd  in  other  narta  of  tl^ 
country  as  well  as  in  Seotiapg,  aad 


partiiMlarly  in  IreLnd.  He  ndudtted  the 
fitft,  but  at  the  aama  time  he  auboiittnd 
that  the  cases  wen  widdy  diflieraaL  In 
Ireland,  for  instanoa.  there  waa  a  rich  and 
fertile  soil,  capable  of  auataining,  eten  with 
its  present  iuiperfrct  cultivation,  not  onljr 
tbe  population  which  a^w  cxialiad,  but  n 
mudi  larger  population.  If  then  diatMaa 
eai»ted  in  IrelsiAd,  it  proceeded  frum  other 
causes,  and  not  from  any  want  of  capabiL 
ity  in  thv  soil  of  ailbrding  food  for  the  in* 
babitanta ;  it  might  proceed  from  political 
causes,  or  frum  want  of  capital  to  deraiap 
tlic  resiMirct's  of  tlie  country.  Tboa 
were,  doubt leiu,  evils,  but  tltey  wen  arib 
which  it  might  be  hoped  one  day  tn  aaa 
removed.  But  these  poor  Iligiilaadafn 
had  no  hoiic  or  cx|iectatuin  that  their  oon- 
dititui  could  ever  be  improved, — no  influx 
of  capital,  no  iucenuity  of  nan  cottld  da- 
viiic  mean«  by  iihich  tliaaebaricnnickaMMl 
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niMtiitahis  vhicfa  they  inhebitMl  could  be 
made  caftaUe  of  amrdrng  food  for  the 
population  which  at  present  existed.  For 
thmn  there  wae  bat  the  choice  of  one  or 
two  altem^tives-Hdither  to  remain  vhere 
they  were  and  perish  by  diseases  engen- 
deied  by  unwholesome,  improper,  and  inr 
suffideiit;  food,  or  to  remove  to  some  distant 
country,  where  by  industry  they  might 
hope  to  obtain  the  means  of  existence  { 
and,  painful  as  must  be  the  alternative  id 
quitting  for  ever  their  native  land,  they 
were  mdy  and  foepared  to  adopt  this  course 
— nay,  eien  to  receive  it  as  a  boon,  and 
all  tliiey  asked  was,  that  Parliament  would 
affibrd  them  the  means  of  removing.  The 
fkmine  which  it  must  be  well  remembered 
by  the  House  took  plare  in  the  year  1837 
was  the  natural  oonaequence  of  the  state 
of  things  whfch  he  had  described.  Upon 
that  ooqasion  some  thousands  of  these  poor 
people  were  saved  from  the  most  horrible 
of  all  deaths  (starvation)  by  the  prompt 
nehtanoe  which  they  received  from  Go^ 
vmmment,  as  well  as  by  the  philanthropy 
and  the  gependty  of  the  British  public. 
But  if  t&  evil  had  thus  been  arrested  in 
ili  oem^,  the  disease  was  not  cured^  it 
Am  existed,  and  so  certainly  and  so  aimly 
as  Hiat  fiulunsi^tliteir  crops  must,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  again  take  place,  so  cer- 
tainly would  that  fiimine  again  return;  so 
suli^ly  would  Government  be  called  upon 
t^  InterAnw,  and  the  British  public  be 
aWfii  appealed  to.  He  asked  the  House 
Mather  this  was  a  state  of  things  which 
oylkt  to  exist  in  a  dviliaed  country,  and 
wMlier  the  Legislature  was  not  bound  to 
take  aome  etens  to  remove  an  evil  which 
it  had  itself  m  a  great  measure  been 
the  means  of  craving  ?  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  ocetipy  the  time  of  the  House 

Sreadioff  the  various  communications 
Ith  lie  had  i^eeeived  upon  this  subject 
in  ^sorrohoratioo  ef  the  statements  he  had 
made,  because  such  evidence  would  come 
much  mere  appropriately  belbre  a  com- 
mittee. One  of  these  eommunications, 
Ii0#ever,  he  would  read  to  the  House^ 
beoBBSc  it  wroceeded  from  a  Gentleman 
who  (br  thirty  years  had  the  management 
of  some  of  the  largest  kelp  estates  io  the 
north  ef  Scotland,  one  of  which  atone  had 
at  One  time  yielded  a  revenfie  in  kelp  4Ao 
the  asioant  of  from  18,000/.  to  WfiGOl.  a 
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year.  This  Gentieman,  Mr.  Dunew  Shaw,    most  appiwpfffale,  and  ^tttot  place   tn 


atf^er  reeapituktieg  all  the  measures  which' 
weM  taiusn  by  Government  to  encoonge 
tlie  psnotation  to  settle  in  tlioee  dislfieta. 


<<  So  soon  as^  tbe  war  was  ended,  withant  i»* 
quiring  foto  the  misery  likely  to  be  caiiied  ta 
oqe  pari  of  the  empire  by  so  sudden  ^pd  ^tira 
a  change  pf  me^si^res,  the  Government  re()iic^4 
the  duties  on  barilla  an(]  sylpbur,  an4  entirely 
removed  the  duties  on  salt.  By  the^e'  mea^ 
sures  barilla  and  British  alkali  came  at  once 
into  competition  with  kelp,  and  soon  reduced 
the  prices  from  14/.,  15/.,  16/.,  and  even  SOl. 
per  ton,  to  less  than  d/.  The  income  of  one, 
I^ong  Island,  estate  was  redueed  from  12,000l» 
to  about  3,500/.  Jpstead  of  yielding  a  Isjrgn 
riiveoDe,  kelp  came  now  to  be  mapufac^ni^ 
at  great  loss  to  the  proprietors;  tjie  cpi|S(h* 
quence  had  been,  in  some  instances,  their  cnmp 
piete  ruin ;  their  debts  and  ^ipily  settlements 
remained  burdens  on  their  estates,  while  the 
incomes  of  those  estates  were  reduced  two- 
thirds.  Nor  was  the  reduction  of  income  the 
only  misfortune ;  the  estra  population  craatad 
by  the  k^ip  panu^uttureis  under  the  prot^nn 
of  Government  remained  a  bnrd^n  on  their 
hands;  npt  only  were  they  oblig^  |o  ifnooH 
provisions  for  their  eyira  population,  but  tnmf 
presence  prevented  the  letting  their  lands  lA 
large  grazing  fkrms,  and  so  ttirning  their 'es^ 
tate9  to  some  account ;  the  small  tenants,  hk 
from  paying  rents,  cannot  maintain  themselves^ 
their  elletments  being  neesssarily  ao  smalh  ]» 
proof  of  the  stats  tp  which  Uia  Icelp  trade  jp  rai» 
duced,  I  may  observe  that  in  ld;|8|  584  tAPf^ 
of  k^lp  were  msffuf^^red  pn  %Q  es^te  jffjififi 
n^  management  fti  9.  lo^s  to  t^s  proprie^f  of 
6i6L  lis.  5d.,  while  the  same  proprietor  w 
for  the  last  Ave  ^e^rs  'imported  fit  i|n  avef^ 
500  bolls  of  meal  for  <he  «se  of  bis  MnsfncM 
independent  altogether  of  the  very  large  qaai# 
tity  sent  by  the  committee  for  managing  Ihsi 
funds  subscribed  fof  the  destitute  liigMMlMb 
The  nest  summer,  f  cannoi  ^tim^(a  Im  F%, 
bable  import  op  the  same  estate  a^  Uim  \bli^ 
800  bplls^  gnd  I  h.av^  no  resfQil  iojielipw 
that  thje  other  estates  in  long  Islana  are  oifi 
ferently  situated  to  the  one  I  have  referred  to; 
no  person  the  teast  acqnainted  with  the  stal^ 
of  the  popnlation  of  those  islands  can  enies» 
tain  a  daunt  that  pcoviaiens  to  a  laige  eiasnt 
must  be  annually  iiapoitsd  tiU  a  ff^ry  gpM* 
portion  of  the  popiifatkm  js  fremoret);  tbs 
people  ajrs  unable  to  f uppprt  ihffmsje^es  wbi^ 
they  are,  and  ^qyally  upable,  lo  pay  th$  ex- 
pense of  emigrating.  The  proprietors,  at^^ 
ready  distressed  by  the. loss  of  two-thirds  of 
their  tneomes,  are  unable  to  euppoK  the 
people  at  bome^  or  toassist  (hem  ui  gefaig 
abroad.^ 

He  had  already  said  tliat  tlMonlyre^ 
medy  wMeh  could  bt  applied  tetheee  eviitf 
was  the  removal  of  the  people  frem  tto 
cemntry,  and  he  should  now  proeacd  Ui 
stat^  why  he  eemMered  Cknada  4fae  teatif 


wliidi  timy  emrid  easigcsAe.  rriie  eitpewMl 
of  enlgMting  «o  Oanada  mm  not  alioiis 
one-tiiM  that  of  emif  raefeg  tw  the  nsaM 
dleinal^eirfea  ef AwHuUa.  Ha  waa  Ift^ 
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formed  that  emigraDts  migbc  be  oooreyed 
from  this  country  to  Quebec  at  the  cost 
of    about   3/.  a-head,    taking  them    bj 
fiimilies;   probably  Goremment  could  do 
it  at  a  still  cheaper  rate.     According  to 
the  best  calculations  tliere  were  at  least 
40,000  people  io  a  destitute  condition  vho 
ought  to  be  remored,  in  order  to  afford 
those  who  remained  a  fair  chance  of  gain- 
ing a   subsistence;    the   remoral   of  this 
number,   at   the   rate    mentioned,   would 
amount  to  a  sum  of  about  120,000/ ,  which 
might,  however,  be  diridcd  over  a  period 
of  three  years,  and  he  might  Tcntuie  to 
assert  that  40,000/.  a  year  for  three  years 
would  effect  all   that  could  be  required. 
Secondly,  although  these  people  were  anxi- 
ous and  willing  to  emigrate  to  Canada,  he 
doubted  whether  they  could  be  induced  to 
go  to  Australia.     In  Canada  they  knew 
that  they  would  find  many  of  their  own 
relations  and  friends ;  they  knew  thatthey 
would  find  whole  districts  of  the  country 
peopled   by   Highlanders,  speaking    their 
own    language,    maintaining    their    own 
manners    and    customs^    and,    abore   all 
things,  they  knew  that  there  they  would 
find  their  own  church  established  by  law ; 
thirdly,  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  Go- 
remment ought  not  to  neelect  this  favour- 
able opportunity  of  infusing  into  Canada 
a  sound,  industrious,  a  British,  and,  above 
all,  a  loyal  population.     Parliament  should 
not  forget  that  it  was  to  some  regiments 
of  Highlanders,  raised  from  the  districts 
of  Glengarry,  in  Upper  Canada,  that  they 
were  lately  indebte<l  fur  the  preservation 
of  that  noble  province  as  a  portion  of  the 
British  colonial  empire,  nor  should  they 
neglect  so  favourable  an  opportunity  of 
still  further  increasing  that  loyal  portion 
of  the  population,  who  had  at  all  times  »t 
nobly  come  forward  to  devote  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  support  the  honour  of  the 
British  Crowoi  and  to  maintain  the  supre- 
macy of  the  mother  country.     The   (lO- 
vernment  had  started  a  serious  objtH^tiou 
to  Canadian  emigration,  and  he  iiiahed  to 
state  that  objection  fairly  to  the  House,  in 
order  that  it  might  decide  whether  or  not 
it  was  applicable  to  the  |)resent  case.     It 
had  been  stated  by  the  Government  that 
emigrants  who  were  sent  out  to  Canada 
were  accustomed  to  go  over  in  large  num- 
bers to  the   United   States,   where  they 
generally  found  a  better  market  for  their 
labour,  and  this  objection  would  doubtless 
apply  to  emigrants  collected  from  various 
parts  of  the  country,  who  had  no  peculiar 
local  tie«  to  bind  them  to  any  particular 


district;    but  it  sbouU  be 
that  those  Higfalaodos  would  p  out  iu 
large  bodies  from  particular  dismcU  of  the 
country,  that  they  would  carry  wiftli  thcai 
all  their  local  ties  and  affecUoos,  tliat  they 
would  be  accompanied  by  their  wives  and 
children,  their  Others  and  mothers;   is 
short,  bv  all  those  ties  of  relet iotiship  and 
of  clanship,  which  were  known  to  be  ao 
peculiarly  binding  amoogst  Higfalaaders  ; 
and  he  would  a|ipeal  to  any  one  who  was 
io  the  least  acquainted  with  the  character 
of  that  people,  whether  under  these  dr* 
cumstanocs  they  would  be  likely  to  wander 
off  to  the  United  Sutes,  or  whether,  ou 
the  contrary,  they  would  not  be  prepared 
to  make  any  sacrifices^  in  order  to  be  aL 
lowed  to  settle  together  with  thoee  whm 
accompanied  them  from  tlieir  native  oountry 
in  those  locations  which  might  be  appointed 
by  the  Government,  provided  only  tbey^ 
could  obtain  the  means  of  existing,     iie 
felt  persuaded   that  any  one  acquaintfJ 
with   the  character  of  the  people  would 
support  him  in  this  assertion.     He  must 
remind  the  House  that  these  people  hid 
peculiar  claims  upon  their  conaineration. 
He  must  remind  them,  that  in  fpite  of  all 
their  misery  and  all  their  distrett,  they  had 
heard  of  no  outrages,  they  had  heard  of  no 
violence,  they  had  heard  of  no  Chartism  in 
that  country ;  all  that  they  had  heard  of 
was  patient  endurance,  of  the  worst,  the 
most  intolerable  uf  evils  to  which  humanity 
could  be  subject ;  this  they  had  heard  of, 
and  this  conifuct,  he  maintained,  entitled 
those  people  to  the  fiiivourable  considera- 
tion ot  the  House ;   but,  could  he  doubt 
that  they  would  obtain  a  favourable  consi- 
deration of  their  case,  could  he  believe  that 
the  people  of  England,  who  a  few  reut 
ago  so  nobly  and  so  generously  sanctioned 
ii  vote  of  20,000,000/.  of  the  public  money 
for  the  purpose  of  bettering  the  conditicm 
of  the  negroes  in   the  West  Indies— not 
their  physical  condition,  he  a<lmitted,  be 
^h(luld  rather  say  their  social  position- 
could    he  believe    that  the  Government 
which  only  last  year  obtained  a  vote  for 
G0,000/.,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring 
to  civilijte  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  St 
Africa  (as  he  thought  a  very  hopelesa  un- 
dertaking   indeed,  and,    in   his  opinion, 
erinciug  a  mistaken  philanthropy,  a  um» 
less,  unnecessary,  and  foolish  extravaganen 
on  the  part  of  the  present  Govemment) 
could   he  believe,  he   repeated,   that  the 
people  of  England,   or  the  Geftrnment, 
would  now  turn  with  cold  indiffcicnoefiNMn 
the  sufferings  of  their  own  ftlloi 
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tmeB,  sufferings  fkr  mors  intoioBUe, 
Bisery  far  greater,  than  aiij  that  ever  was 
endured  by  the  negroes  in  the  Weal  In- 
diee^  Anythiag  ao  nooBtrous  he  could  not 
beliere  poarilrie.  AH  he  asked  was  for  a 
cenmittee.  He  wished  to  prove  all  that 
he  had  stated — be  wiahed  to  prove  (not  to 
the  Government,  for  they  know  it,  but  to 
the  people  of  EDgland),  that  a  portion  of 
their  Mkiw-coaabTinen  had  been  reduced 
by  the  legialktioa  of  that  House  (how- 
ever  necestary,  however  advaotageoua,  thst 
legislation  might  have  proved  to  the  reit 
of  the  community)— that  ihey  had  been  re- 
duced by  it  to  a  greater  state  of  misery 
■nd  d^radation  than  those  who  had  not 
witocsHd  it  CDuId  form  the  least  concep- 
tion of;  and,  baringproved  this,  he  would 
then  leave  it  to  the  wisdom  of  Parliament 
to  devise  ntcb  means  as  might  be  consi- 
dered just  and  proper,  in  order  to  remove 
this  italn  ftwn  the  character  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  the  country,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  give  that  protection,  and  that  assjat- 
•Acci  and  he  would  add,  to  do  that  justice, 
which  ih*  people  hod  a  right  to  expect, 
and  loot  fcr,  frnm  a  paternal  Government, 
The  hon.  Gentleman  then  moved,  "  That 
k  ttleet  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  ihe  population  of  the 
iriandit  and  highlands  of  Scotland,  with  a 
view- to  affbrd  toe  people  relief  by  means 
of  emigistion." 

I/ird  Teignmouth  seconded  Ihe  motion, 
and  thought  that  the  present  was  a  case 
where  a  deviation  might  be  made  from  the 
courie  which  the  present  financial  stale  of 
tbe  countrj  might  seem  to  require.  The 
effect  of  the  proposed  measure  would  be 
lo  benefit  both  the  landowners  and  the 
poorer  clashes,  for  it  would  render  the  land 
more,  valuable,  better  the  condition  of  the 
remaining  iabiiiitanls,  and  add  lo  tbe 
wealth  of  the  country.  Canada,  too,  was 
a  more  suitable  location  for  these  poor 
people  than  for  the  handloom  weavers, 
who  were  not  physically  qualified  to  con- 
trad  with  the  climate  and  the  soil.  The 
Highlanders  were  also  better  adapted  for 
emigration  iban  the  Irish,  being  more  so- 
bef  and  iDdiislrious,  and  they  would  form 
a  popalation  calculated  to  prove  a  strong 
dcfeoca  bf  tbe  frontier  in  case  of  neces- 
aUy. 

Lord  J.  Ruiitll :  I  should  be  very  sorrj 
t«  have  it  supposed  that  in  not  making 
any  ol^eetion  to  the  appointment  of  this 

'-"it,  I  was  implying  assent  to  the 

'  I  and  arguments  of  the  hon. 


Member,  t  tm  Quite  rMdy  to  aOmtt  tUt 
great  eitent  of  the  distrcu  which  pre- 
vailed some  time  in  the  districts  alluded 
to,  and  I  think  the  House  may  well  give 
its  assent  lo  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
these  slatcineots.  But  1  wish  to  say  at 
once,  that  my  opinion,  according  to  the 
riew  I  took  last  year  of  this  subject,  is, 
hat  the  reasons  stated  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber do  not  make  out  aspecial  case  for  the 
grant  of  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sending  out  those  people  as  emi- 
grants I  o  Canada  ;  nor  do  1  think,  that  tbe 
hon.  Gentleman  will  be  able  to  mako 
.  his  case,  that  their  destitution  is  to  be 
irely  attributed  to  the  reduction  of  tbe 
lies  on  barilla,  since  I  believe  there  have 
been  some  new  inventions,  such  as  a  mode 
of  making  soda,  which  have  tended  to  the 
destruction  of  the  kelpmsnufacture.  But* 
n  if  he  could,  1  should  doubt  wbetber^ 
every  case  where  duties  have  been 
changed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  that  Par- 
liament be  bound  to  provide  for  all  iboae 
parties  whose  livelihood  may  be  affected 
by  changes  in  modes  of  industry,  or  to 
take  care  of  all  those  whom  tbe  landlord* 
declare  to  be  a  burden  upou  their  landa. 
I  sliould  be  sorry  to  admit  that,  and  I 
think  if  any  lesion  is  to  be  derived  fiOM 
tbe  document  of  the  hon.  Member  on  tbia 
head,  it  is,  that  we  ought  to  avoid  all  arti* 
Bcial  protection.  But  supposing  all  iboM 
questions  answered  in  ihe  affirmalivti 
another  question  then  suggests  itself,  whe- 
ther Ihe  Highlanders  alone  are  lo  benefit 
by  such  a  grant ;  and  whether,  if  we  grant 
120,0001.  for  their  relief,  we  should 
not  have  other  claimants  equally  dis- 
tressed, and  whose  distress  has  been  pn^ 
ducedby  the  depression  of  peculiar  sptciet 
of  industry,  making  the  same  request,  and 
on  precisely  the  same  grounds;  and  1 
doubt  much  whether  the  statement  of  ibe 
hon.  Member,  that  these  Highlanders  were 
more  especially  fitted  to  promote  the  ci- 
viliiation  of  Canada  would  be  alh^thn 
a  sstiafactory  and  sufficient  resson  Tot 
denying  them  a  relief  which  we  bad  al- 
ready granted  to  the  Highlanders.  With 
respect  to  this  country,  then,  there  am 
strong  reasons  for  pausing  in  this  case, 
but  wiib  respect  to  Canada  itself,  there  are 
abundant  reasons  also.  Emigration  to 
Canada,  considering  it  as  I  do  a  natioatl 
object,  shonid  be  socwidncted,  in  conceit 
with  measares  to  ba  taken  In  Canada,  that 
the  em^rants  on  arriving  there  should  it 
ODce  find  tbe  mean  of  avpport  and  ]inVh 
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hood.  Now,  with  respect  to  many  oFthese 
persons  who  are  old  and  infirm,  and  unable 
to  exert  themselves,  they  would  not,  on 
arriving  in  the  Canadas,  6nd  themselves 
in  such  a  condition,  and  would,  therefore, 
become  a  burden  to  the  revenues  of  that 
colony.    There  may  be  emi^^ration  so  con- 
ducted as  to  avoid  this ;    not  ^the  emigra- 
tion proposed  by  the  hon.  Member,  but  an 
emigration  in  concert  with  the  officers  of  j 
the  Crown  in  Canada,  and  also  in  concert  i 
with  the  authority  of  that  Assembly  which  ; 
we  are  just  calling  into  existence,   and  ' 
whose  opinion  on  matters  so  deeply  con-  { 
cerning  them  and  their  Bnances,  ought  to 
be  looked  at  with  great  respect  and  con- 
sideration   by   the   Government    of   this 
country.     I  wish,    without  going  further 
into  the  discussion,  to  state,  that,   whilst 
assenting  to  the  hon.  Gentleman's  motion^ 
there  are  many  rcnsons  for  differing  from 
the  conclusions  to  which  he  has  come,  al- 
though I  would  not  take  the  harsh  step  of 
objecting  to  a  committee  of  inquiry. 

Sir  R.  //.  Ingli$  said,  ns  the  present  mo- 
tion was  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  a 
certain  matter,  he  would  not  then  enter 
upon  the  question  involved  in  it,  nor  would 
he  have  stood  up  at  all  were  it  not  for 
something  which  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  introduced  the  motion 
relative  to  the  Niger  expedition.  Fie  would 
only  beg  the  Mouse  not  to  be  led  away  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  statements  on  that 
subject. 

Mr.  Warhnrton  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  consented  to  a 
Committee,  as  in  the  first  place  it  was  cal- 
culated to  excite  false  hopes ;  and  in  the 
next  place,  if  there  were  to  be  an  inquiry, 
it  would  be  better  conducted  by  a  commis- 
sion upon  the  s|>ot. 

Sir  H,  Peel  felt,  on  the  whole,  consider- 
able satisfaction  at  the  noble  I^ord  having 
acquiesced  in  the  motion.  Considering 
the  sufferings  which  had  been  9o  ably  de- 
scribed by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  than 
whom  no  person  more  fit  could  be  se- 
lected to  represent  them,  considering  the 
extent  of  the  misery,  and  the  amount  of 
the  suffering  which  had  been  endured  with 
such  exemplary  patience  and  submission, 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  harMi  proceeding 
to  refuse  the  committee.  He  did  not  an- 
ticipate the  results  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bridport  predicted,  nor  was  he  appre- 
hensive that  inquiry  would  render  the  n  fusal 
of  the  grant  more  difficult.  On  the  contrary, 
he  thought  it  would  hate  the  effect   of 


confincing  the  parties  that  emigratibn  on 
an  extensive  scale  could  not  bie  accom- 
plished, and  would  open  their  eyes  to  the 
real  amount  of  relief  which  tuey  could 
possibly  receive.     Take,  for  instance,  the 
case  of  the  handloom  weavers.  He  looked 
to  the  condition  of  these  poor  people  with 
exactly  the   same  feelings  with  which  he 
viewed  the  position  of  the  distressed  High- 
landers, both  being  impoverished  by  simdar 
means,  for  new  discoveries  and  applications 
of  machinery  were  to  the  one  what  the 
reduction  of  the  duties  had  been  to  the 
other.  The  first  impression  of  the  handloom 
weavers  was  this.    *'  Here  in  England  the 
market  is  overstocked,  and  there  is  an  ex- 
tensive  want  of   employment,  whilst  we 
have  large  and  distant  colonies  which  are 
in  equal  want  of  labour,  and  it  will  not  be 
just  of  the  Government  if  it  do  not  take 
advantage  of  these  circumstances,  and  ei- 
pend  lufofe  sums  in  enabling  us  to  emi* 
grate."  When  these  people,  however,  were 
reasoned  with — when  they  were  shown  the 
improvidence  and  cruelty  of  sending  per- 
sons who  knew  nothing  of  agriculture  out 
to  distant  provinces,  where  the  meant  of 
subsistence  could  only  be  procured  from 
the  land,  they  viewed  the  matter  in  another 
light,  and  were  more  ready  to  acquieace 
in  the  views  of  ihe  committee  than  t>efore 
the  inf^uiry  had  been  made.     It  might  be 
possible  that  these  people  could  be  sent 
out  for  3/.  per  head,  but  if  it  were  shown 
to  the  emigrant  that  the  moment  he  was 
set  on  shore  he  would  find  himself  in  a 
strange  land,  with  no  means  of  providing 
for  his  subsistence,  lieset  with  wants  and 
diflicultics,  and  in  a  climate  which,  during 
the  winter  season  at  least,  would  be  found 
exceedingly  severe — if  they  could  prove  to 
him  that  the  mere  transport  would  be  no 
advantage — if  they  could   prove   lo  him 
that  the  competition  he  must  meet  with 
would  be  such  as,  if  advanced  in  life,  he 
could  not  hope  to  contend  against  suc- 
cessfully— if  they  could   show  him  thitp 
they  would  be  much  more  likely  to  brin^ 
conviction  home  to  his  mind  of  the  suffer- 
ings which  he  must  expect  than  would  be 
practicable  by  any  other  course.     He  was 
very  much  of  opinion  that  emigration,  to 
be  useful  to  the  objects  of  it,  ought  to  be 
carried  on  with  very  great  care.     If  the 
state  were  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  for  this 
purpose,  he  very  much  feared  that  the 
state  would  be  inflicting  a  great  injury  on 
individuals.     He  was,  therefore,  not  at  all 
sure  that  there  was  much  adftntage  in 


Bxcheqaur  wa«  aqcitlotied  rMpc^etiifg  fM 
grant  of  the  public  storet^  be  t$ld  it  bad 
been  done  td  reiiev*  tbe  nrgent  distire$i 
which  prCTailed,  nod  to  f^rt  time  to  the^ 
landlords  to  ateist  tbe  indigent  peaiantiy 
to  emigtate.  Since  then  a  itatement  h«l 
been  made,  and  neter  contradioted,  thiH 
almost  the  whole  of  tbe  money  which  did 
not  go  foi*  proTisions^  was  paid  to .  tbi 
landlords  in  the  shape  of  rent.  Noif»  tf 
that  Was  the  case,  why  bad  those  land- 
lords not  done  anything  sioce^  to  .enttUcr 
the  popnlation  to  emigrate.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  wording  of  the  resolatioii 
pledged  the  House  to  gife  tbe  pubiib 
money  for  emigration,  and  be  should  tak($ 
the  Sense  of  the  House  against  any  such 
pledge,  because  such  a  grant  [wouldf .  be  Jd 
opposition  to  ell  tbe  principles  uoati 
which  they  bad  acted  since  Sir  Wilfiim 
Horton's  emigration  scheme.  It  was  sm 
that  Canada  was  a  fit  place  to  receire 
emigrants;  why,  gentlemen  would  find, 
from  the  accounts,  that  five  out  of  efory 
seren  who  went  there  were  unable  to  get 
employment,  and  were  obliged  to  croes 
the  border.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the 
House  should  pledge  itself  to  gite  money 
In  this  case,  as  it  had  refused  any  grant  .ill 
the  case  of  the  band*  loom  weaters,  mid 
other  distressed  bodiee. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ob« 
Jected,  above  all,  to  raising  expectations 
which  it  would  be  impossiole  to  relillsey 
and  as  the  wording  of  the  motion 
might  lead  to  misconstruction,  he  advised 
that  *'  with  a  view  to  afford  relief,"  should 
be  erased,  and  "  on  the  practicability  of  af'* 
fording  relief,''  be  substituted.  Tbe  inter- 
ference of  Government  in  cases  of  tbe 
kind  was  in  general  much  to  be  deorecatedi 
but,  when  it  could  not  be  avoidea,  instead 
of  voting  a  sum  of  money,  it  had  been 
found  that  the  most  expedient  course  was 
to  send  down  an  officer,  in  whom  full  con« 
fidence  could  be  reposed,  and  to  enable 
him  at  bis  discretion  to  administer  relbH 
It  was  true,  that  frauds  by  misrepresenta- 
tion had  sometimes  been  committed,  but 
they  were  not  frequent,  and  tbe  course  to 
which  he  bad  referred  bad  appeared  to  b6 
the  best  practical  mode  of  meeting  tbe 
evil.  It  was  bis  firm  opinion  that  by  far 
the  wiselt  and  safest  c6urse  was  to  Inter* 
fere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  exercise 
of  private  benevolence.  He  admitted  tbis 
was  not  a  mere  temporary  distress,  but 
bed  long  continued  in  consequence  of  an 
ovit  large  popdttfcitt  preisfaig  {hgainit  Ae 


indiscriminate  emigration ;  but  he  was  an 
advocate  for  an  inquiry,  as  being  more 
likely  to  gife  satisfaction  to  these  poor 
people  than  if  the  House  said  that  which 
might  raise  faop^s  of  pecuniary  assistance. 
At  any  mtey  if  the  state  did  interfere,  they 
must  require  the  raising  of  some  local 
8ubscriptiona,in  addition  to  whatever  might 
be  publicly  voted.  With  respect  to  the 
mode  of  the  inquiry,  be  thought  that  the 
tribunal  of  li  committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  preferable  to  a  commission ; 
they  would  be  much  better  able,  sitting  in 
London,  to  ascertain  the  actual  state  of 
emigrants  now  in  Canada  than  any  com- 
missioners in  the  highlands.  But,  whatever 
might  be  the  result  of  the  appointment  of 
tbis  committee,  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  sit  down  without  expressing  what  he 
felt  respecting  the  unfortunate  circum- 
stances of  these  poor  people.  He  had  had 
some  experience  of  their  sufferings  and 
patience,  and  he  must  say,  he  was  filled 
with  the  highest  admiration  of  the  virtues 
their  conduct  exhibited. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  however  both  sides 
of  the  House  concurred  on  many  occasions 
in  acknowledging  and  regrettine  the  dls- 
trass  of  particular  classes,  the  House  had 
never  thought  fit  to  take  the  steps  that 
were  now  required  of  them.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
in  Upper  Canada  afforded  much  better 
information  regarding  the  state  of  the  few 
emigrants  Who  remained  there,  than  any 
that  could  be  obtained  by  a  Committee. 
If  an  inquiry  were  to  take  place  at  all,  he 
thought  a  commission  on  the  spot  would 
be  tbe  only  means  of  obtaining  a  fair  and 
correct  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
sufferers.  But  the  hon.  Gentleman  need 
not  have  gone  so  far  to  look  for  distress. 
At  Bolton,  during  the  late  distress,  it  was 
stated  that  7,000  persons  were  obliged  to 
leave  their  homes,  and  1,480  houses  were 
deserted.  These  poor  people  Were  now 
wandering  and  scattered  abroad.  At  Not- 
tinghami  and  fat  Birmingham  also,  there 
^as  great  distress,  but  in  none  of  these 
cases  was  the  House  called  upon  to  inter- 
fere in  the  manner  now  required.  He  ob- 
jected to  an  inquiry  in  this  particular  in- 
stancCf  in  preference  to  others,  for  this 
teason,  two  years  ago  this  distress  existed, 
and  an  officer  was  sent  down  f^om  Dept- 
Tord  Dockyard  with  bread,  beef,  and  other 
public  stores  to  distribute.  A  large  sub- 
scription was  also  raised,  amountibf  tb 
70^000/.  and  when  the  CbancdlOlr  or  the 
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of  MUaeDoe.  He  abtDdoned* 
none  of  the  opinions  vhich  be  eotertuiied 
on  the  subject  of  emi^ntion  at  the  expense 
of  the  Sute  in  assentiog;  to  the  motion  for 
the  committee,  and  be  be^ed  to  be  on- 
derstxxxl  that  in  doing  so,  he  did  not 
give  any  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Gorern- 
Bseot  that  they  would  give  assistance  in 
the  shape  of  fonds^  although  such  might 
be  the  recommend alion  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  W.  &  (yBnen  altogether  denied 
and  repudiated  the  statements  respecting 
the  remoTal  of  Canadian  emigrants  to  the 
United  Sutes.     Of  25,000  who  emigrated 
last  year,  if  a  few  went  orer  at  least  an 
equal  number  returned  to  Canada.  Should  , 
a  committee  be  granted,  and  that  com- 
mittee recommend  to  Parliament  a  grant 
of  public  money  for  this  purpose,  he  should 
cheerfully  contribute  hs  vote  in  support 
of  that  proposition.     All  he  regretted  was 
that  the  principle  was  not  carried  farther. 
It   was  his  intention  to  briog  forward   a  ' 
motion  ererj  Session  for  the  promotion  of 
emigration,  not  to  one  colony,  or  from  one  ! 
district  alone,  but  to  all  our  colonies,  and  | 
from  the  United  Kingdom  in  general.  j 

Mr.  Mctrk  Phillips  cordially  agreed  in  j 
this  motion,  provided  the  judicious  altera-  ; 
tion  in  the  wording  proposed  by  the  Chan- , 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  made.  The  . 
result  of  the  investigation  would  be ; 
looked  to  with  great  interest  by  another : 
class,  to  whom,  feeling  allusion  had  been  ! 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tarn-  I 
worth — he  meant  the  haodloom  weavers.  ' 
He  had  been  frequently  solicited  by  the 
handloom  weavers,  to  bring  forward  some  j 
motion  of  this  sort  in  their  behalf,  and  in  j 
answer  to  such  solicitation,  be  desired  j 
them  to  wait  until  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inquiry  should  be  published, 
to  sec  if  they  would  not  recommend  some 
iuch  plan  of  relief.  With  regard  to  the 
expense,  he  trusted  that  the  House  would  j 
never  let  a  matter  of  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence  stand  between  them  and  an  attempt 
to  procure  some  alleviation  of  such  exten- 
aive  distress.  He  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bridport  in  thinking  that  a 
committee  was  not  the  best  mode  of  in- 
vestigating the  subject.  But  if  the  com- 
mittee should  find  any  difficulty  on  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  the  witnesses,  or 
the  distance  at  which  they  re^^ided,  in 
properly  investigating  the  subject,  then  he 
hoped  the  Govensmi^nt  would  issue  a 
commission  of  in  iiiiy.  The  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  haodlooia  weaTcn 
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had  expcrienoed  that  dific«lty, 
GovemiDeDt   had  very  properiy 
commnsion.     He  cordially  aappoited  the 
motioo. 

Motion,  as  amended  by  the  smfga/L'tam 
of  the  ChaDoellor  of  the  Exchequer,  agreed 
to. 

Election  Petitions.]  Sir  G.  Cierk 
said,  that  the  object  of  the  reaolutkw 
which  he  intended  to  propme  was,  to 
obviate  a  technical  objection  as  to  the 
services  of  notices  in  cases  of  electioo 
petitions.  Considerable  iDOODvenieuce  was 
occasioned  last  year,  in  cooKqaence  of 
some  informality  in  the  service  of  the 
notices  on  the  agent  in  the  Lodkm  electioa 
case.  He  had  consulted  the  officers  of 
the  House  on  the  subject,  and  ihey  in« 
formed  him,  that  the  adoption  of  hn  re- 
solution would  prevent  the  recnnence  of 
the  inconvenience  be  had  alladed  to: — 
"  That,  on  or  within  ten  davs  after  the 
day  on  which  any  election  petitioo,  or  any 
petition  praying  that  the  petitioiier  maj 
be  admitted  as  a  party  to  defend  aaj 
return,  or  to  oppose  the  prayer  of  any 
election  petition,  shall  be  presented  to  the 
House,  the  petitioner  do  lodge  in  the  office 
for  election  petitions,  the  name  of  the 
agent  or  other  person  upon  whom,  and  the 
place  where,  may  be  served  the  notices 
required  to  be  served  on  the  petitioner 
by  the  general  committee  of  electioiis» 
pursuant  to  the  act  passed  in  the  third 
year  of  the  reign  of  her  present  Ma* 
jesty,  intituled,  *  An  Act  to  amend  the 
Junisdiction  for  the  Trial  of  Election  Pe* 
titions.' " 

Mr.  Hume  thought  that  it  would  be 
better  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  standing 
order  committee. 

Mr.  Greene  did  not  think,  that  the 
matter  came  within  the  scope  of  that 
committee;  if  it  was  thought  necessary 
to  refer  the  resolution  at  all,  it  should 
be  laid  before  the  general  election  com- 
mittce. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  observed,  that  it  was  of 
importance  that  the  House  should  agree 
to  the  resolution  without  delay,  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  same  situation  in 
which  they  were  placed  last  year  in  the 
case  of  the  Ludlow  petition.  If  they 
postponed  the  matter  for  even  a  fern  days, 
inconvenience  might  arise,  as  tbece  was 
little  doubt  but  that  some  election  peti- 
tions would  be  presented. 

Resolution  agreed  to. 
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AND  SCOTLAXD.]   Sir  HutUy  FiVMHIOK 

to  uk  for  lu*e  to  bring  in  a  bill  lo 
enable  the  Board  of  Ordnance  to  complete 
tba  renuining  portion  of  the  ordnance 
anrre;  of  England  and  Scotland,  on  a 
similar  icate  to  that  in  which  the  autTcy 
of  Ireland  wai  being  executed.  So  long 
ago  a>  the  yenr  1791  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance commeaced  (he  anrrey  of  thii  coun- 
try,  and  the  inapt  which  had  hitherto 
been  prepared,  engrared  on  a  scale  of  one 
inch  to  the  mile,  and  maps  of  all  the 
countiea  of  England,  had  been  prepared, 
¥rith  the  exception  of  the  tix  northern 
cotiDtiea.  The  Ordnance  survey  of  Ire- 
land was  undertaken  in  1825,  in  order  to 
enabk  the  Tithe  Act,  and  the  Grand 
Jury  GcM  Acts  to  be  carried  into  effect, 


and  the  roapa  were  directed  to  be  prepared 
on  a  acale  of  aix  inches  to  the  mile.  The 
greatest  advantage  had  resulted  from 
laying  down  the  maps  on  this  extended 
■nla,  and  it  had  long  been  a  matter  of  re- 
gret that  the  mapa  of  England  had  not 
been  prepared  on  a  similar  scale.  Indeed, 
the  greatest  inconTenience  had  been  ex- 
perienced in  carrying  some  nf  the  recent 
acts  of  the  Legislature  into  effect,  in  coose- 
quenra  of  tbii  not  having  been  done,  and 
he  might  mention  amongst  otben  the 
Tithe  Commulaiion  Act  and  the  Poor-law 
Amendment  Act.  Repealed  representa- 
tions had  been  made  on  the  subject  by 
several  of  the  public  departments,  and 
they  bad  called  apon  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance to  increase  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  surrey  of  England  to  the  same  scale 
as  that  of  the  Irish  survey.  He  bad  been 
particularly  preased  on  the  subject  lately, 
and  aaraiea  that  by  doing  so  a  con- 
siderable expenditure  would  be  saved. 
Not  that  such  a  survey  could  aupply  the 
place  of  those  minute  valuations  of  pro- 
perty which  were  necesssry  to  carry  some 
acts,  SDch  as  the  Tithe  Commutation  Act 
into  efiect,  but  it  would  facilitate  even  those 
snrveyH.  He  would  not  faiigue  the  House 
by  referring  to  the  nrioui  CDmrnonicaiions 
which  bad  been  read  lo  the  Ordnance 
department  on  this  lobject,  but  wonid 
merely  read  two  letters  which  bad  been 
received.  The  first  was  from  Mr.  Dawson, 
of  tba  Royal  Engineers,  who  was  engaged 
by  the  tilha  commiaiionen  in  malting  snr- 
veya ;  and  the  other  was  from  Mr.  Chad- 
wick,  the  secrelary  of  the  poor-law  com- 
misaioB.  The  right  hon.  and  pliant  offi« 
cer  ni4  the  following;  conmaaieitioiis : 


Extract  of  RapM  frosa  Lientenant  DawiMi 

Royal  Bngioaers^  to  tba  Titha  rnmwisilaai 

ers,  dated  Saptenber  a,  1836. 

"  In  the  MtaUisbmant  and  iiBpnvamant  of 
great  lines  of  communioation  ihrougk  Hm 
country,  sudi  a  survey  it  essentially  requisila. 
It  affords  data  tor  delerminins  the  best  lines 
for  roads,  laitroads,  snd  canus,  and  eaaUsa 
the  Legislature  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  rival 
projacti. 

"  Acts  of  Parliament  for  railroads  have,  in 
many  cssea,  been  sought  (often  fruitlssaly)  at 
an  almost  ruinous  expense,  where,  ftoas  Am 
want  of  an  independent  surrey,  the  Lagisl*^ 
ture  had  little  means  of  judging  of  their  merits^ 
except  bj  the  oppoiinB  representations  of  in- 
lemted  psrties;  a  mode  which  renden  die 
exceesire  wute  of  time  and  money  ineviu 
able." 

"  Dear  Sir,  Febmary  1 1 ,  184 1 . 

"  It  may  fa«  stated,  that  the  sorveys  taken 
(or  the  titlie  commission  have  only  tegaidsd 
the  tithaaUe  property ;  that  tba  snrrays  t^sn 
for  the  poors  rales  have  only  noticed  rateabta 
property,  or  rsteable  objncts,  leaving  generally 
unnoticed  and  undetcnbHid,  all  the  petmanaat 
object!  of  a  DBtional  character,  and  bonndaries 
that  should  be  included  in  a  general  snrvsf : 
that  for  these  particular  objects,  of  which  I 
can  speak  more  particolaily  as  to  the  snrvaya 
for  the  poors  rates,  the  surveys  made  hm 
been  aenerally  very  defective  in  point  of  skiUf 
and  obtained  at  a  disproportionate  expense. 

"  It  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  that  the  mar 
cfaineiy  of  a  general  survey  may  be  made  the 
I  of  obtaining  the  particular  objects  mnoh 
r,  Ht  no  greater,  and  peibaps  at  a  rednced 


e  parties 
roDiained 


irveys  already  ooiained, and  the  nndne  cbargea 
made  for  them,  have  Iieeo  a  great  source  of 
trouble  in  this  office. 

"  Having  had  some  occasion  to  examine 
the  subject  of  the  public  information  in  re> 
■pect  to  the  siie  of  parishes,  I  directed  a  com- 
parison to  be  made  of  the  statements  of  tbe 
acreage,  ai  given  in  the  census,  with  the  n» 
suits  of  tbe  measurements  made  under  iks 
tithe  surveys.  The  enclosed  will  atford  fair 
specimens  of  the  ordinary  results  shewing 
the  only  information  as  yet  possessed  to  be 
valueless,  where  accuracy  is  required.  I  should 
obeerve,  that  the  acreage,  as  given  nikder  tbe 
tithe  survey,  does  not  invari^y  iitclade  tbe 
whole  of  the  acreage  of  the  parin. 

"  From  tbe  frequency  of  applications  to  see 
the  surveys  made  for  rating,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  used  for  other  general  purposes,  X 
■bould  judge  that  the  want  of  some  settled 
plan  of  survey  to  answer  for  all  publio  par* 
poses  is  iocreasing, 

"  Yours,  Sec. 

«  Signed)         E.  CnAHWicx." 

He  htd  received  nnother  ver^  urgent 
reqneit  tiom  the  Uteniiy  ind  Pbllosoph^ 
cat  SocietT  of  Hancbeater  that  the  mnvg 
of  lucMiin  mt^%  ba  mtde  on  the  MUM 
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his  proposition  would  be  on  the  ground  of 
the  expenditure  which  it  would  occasion  ; 
he  felt  that  it  would  lead  to  some  eipenss, 
and  he  should  be  extremely  loth  to  pro* 
pose  an  increased  expenditure  for  an  ob- 
ject which  he  did  not  believe  to  be  of 
great  advantage.  He  hoped  also,  that 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  recollect  that  this 
was  not  an  expenditure  for  any  warlike 
purpose,  but  was  essentially  peaceable  in 
its  nature,  and  would  be  not  only  beneficial 
to  the  present  generation,  but  to  future 
ages,  and  tend  to  promote  the  interests  of 
merchants,  manufacturers,  and  indeed  of 
all  classes  of  the  community.  He  hoped, 
after  this  short  ezolanatioo,  there  would 
be  no  objection  to  bis  motion ;  he  should, 
therefore,  propose  that  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  executing  the  Ordoaoce 
survey  of  England  and  Wales  on  a  scale 
to  be  specified. 

Mr.  Warlmrton  seconded  the  motion. 
He  felt  the  greatest  satisfaction  at  the 
proposition  of  his  tight  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend,  and  he  felt  that  any  expenditure 
that  would  be  incurred  would  amply  repay 
itself  in  the  advantages  which  would  re- 
sult from  having  the  Ordnance  maps  on 
an  enlarged  scale.  He  did  not  believe, 
that  any  one  in  that  House  would  object 
to  the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  adoption 
of  the  plan  would  cost  a  little  money. 
Another  advantage  might  arise  from  having 
the  maps  engraved  on  an  enlarged  scale, 
in  consequence  of  a  discovery  which  had 
been  made  within  the  last  twelvemonth  ^ 
he  alluded  to  the  electrotvpe.  Copies  of 
the  plates  might  be  multiplied  at  any  stage 
of  the  etching,  by  means  of  the  electrotype. 
Thus,  after  the  early  outline  had  been 
made  in  the  copper,  copies  might  be  taken, 
and  these  might  afterwards  be  employed 
for  a  variety  of  purposes.  For  instance, 
some  for  railroads  or  canals,  others  for 
tithe  commutation,  &c.,  and  thus  a  variety 
of  maps  might  be  obtained  for  different 
purposes,  and  this  could  not  have  been 
the  case  until  the  present  year.  With  this 
scale  of  six  inches  to  the  mile,  he  felt 
assured  that  they  might  have  a  great 
variety  of  maps  for  the  most  useful  pur* 
poses.  He  would  suggest  to  his  right  doo« 
Friend  the  propriety  of  making  provisioo, 
that  when  the  survey  of  the  north  oi 
England  and  Scotland  was  completed, 
they  should  go  over  the  rest  of  England, 
and  prepare  maps  on  this  enlarged  scale. 

Mr.  Shaw  fell  convinced  that  the  great- 
est benefit  would  result  from  hafiog  mapa 


scale  aa  that  of  Ireland.  Similar  commu- 
nications had  also  been  made  to  the  Board 
of  Ordnance  from  other  philosophical  so- 
cieties. The  matter  had  been  maturely  con- 
sidered by  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  and 
it  had  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  it 
was  desirable  the  counties  of  England 
hereafter  to  be  surveyed,  as  well  as  the 
survey  of  the  whole  of  Scotland,  should 
be  made  on  the  extended  scale.  On  this 
subject  he  might  refer  to  the  opinion  of  a 
most  distinguished  person,  who  for  a  con- 
siderable time  held  the  office  of  master- 
general  of  the  Ordnance,  and  whose 
opinion  upon  that  as  well  as  upon  all  other 
subjects  was  entitled  to  the  utmost  atten- 
tion— he  meant  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
who  had  stated  to  him,  that  he  thought 
that  the  remaining  portion  of  the  survey 
should  be  made  on  the  enlarged  scale.  He 
would  beg  leave  also  to  quote  the  sub- 
stance of  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Colby, 
which  was  to  this  effect, — 

**  Although  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any 
national  survey  should  entirely  supersede  the 
necessity  of  all  future  local  surveys,  yet  it 
ought  to  be  sufficient  for  preliminary  proceed- 
ing in  the  case  of  public  works,  such  as  rail- 
roads, canals,  &c.,  and  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  liCgislaturc  to  form  an  opinion 
of  them.  Ttie  inadequacy  of  the  present  maps 
for  these  and  other  purposes  of  public  improve- 
ment, is  shewn  by  the  numerous  applications 
to  this  department  from  engineers  and  others 
engaged  in  such  undertnkings  for  copies  of  the 
original  drawings  of  the  Ordnance  survey,  and 
by  the  costly  parochial  surveys,  which  have 
trecently  been  made  for  the  settlement  of 
tithes.'^ 

For  his  own  part,  he  was  convinced,  that 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  would 
have  been  saved,  had  the  Ordnance  survey 
originally  been  made  on  the  scale  of  six 
inches  to  the  mile.  He  said  this  with  con- 
fidence  when  he  saw  the  necessity  there 
wasor  having  an  extended  survey  for  rail- 
roads, canals,  and  for  the  carrying  out 
the  tithe  composition.  The  matter  ought 
not  to  be  re^rded  in  a  military  point  of 
fieir,  but  was  of  the  greatest  practical 
utility  in  a  commercial  as  well  as  in  other 
points  of  view.  It  must  be  obvious,  in  a 
small  survey  of  an  inch  to  a  mile,  a  num- 
ber of  objects  could  not  be  laid  down  or 
described,  which  it  was  of  considerable 
consequence  to  have  accurately  laid  down  ; 
out  in  a  scale  of  six  inches  this  could  be 
done,  and  additions  might  easily  be  made 
to  the  map  itself  as  occasion  required. 
He  feared  that  the  chief  objection  against 
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df  Ike  siirvey  of  England  prepared  on  ibe 
same  scale  as  those  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  that  it  was  probable 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  alluded  to 
him,  when  he  ittated  that  some  Members 
might  object  to  his  proposition  on  the 
ground  of  the  expense  that  it  would  lead 
to.  If  this  was  the  case,  the  right  hen. 
Ocfdtlcman  was  cotopleteiy  mistakeni  far 
be  cordially  concurred  in  the  motion,  as 
he  was  satisfied  that  it  was  for  a  most  use- 
ful object*  He  Would  t&ke  that  opportu- 
nity of  thanking  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
fof  hafing  adopted  a  suggestion  which  he 
had  made,  of  reducing  the  price  of  the 
Ordnance  maps.  He  felt,that  when  a  sur- 
irey  was  made  at  the  public  expense,  that 
the  public  were  entitled  to  the  maps  at 
the  oheapM  rate  at  which  they  could  be 

Prepared.  When  the  electrotype  came  to 
e  applied  lii  the  various  ways  suggested 
by  hii^  hob  t^riend,  and  the  plates  from 
which  the  maps  were  engraved  were  mul- 
tiplied at  t^rious  stages,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  that  the  present  price  of  the  maps 
could  be  redloteed  to  one-third  of  what  they 
then  were. 

Mr*  Greene  wished  to  know  when  it  was 
likely  the  survey  of  Lancashire  would  be 
completed. 

Sir  Hussey  Vivian  believed  that  the  sur- 
vey of  all  the  northern  counties  would  be 
completed  within  four  years. 

Mr.  Mark  Philips  felt  called  upon  to 
tender  his  thanks  to  the  Master- General 
of  the  Ordnance  for  the  attention  which 
he  had  paid  to  the  representations  from 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  other  places 
on  this  sulnect.  The  adoption  of  this 
plan  would  be  attended  with  the  greatest 
benefit. — Leave  given. 

The  Bank  Committee.]  The  CAon- 
celhr  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  re-ap- 
pointment of  the  following  committee  on 
banks  of  issue  :— The  Chancellor  of  the 
Ezchequer^Sir  Robert  Peel,  Mr.  H  urae,  Mr. 
Labouchere,Mr.  Goulburn,Mr.  Mark  Phil- 
ips, Mr*  O'Connell,  Sir  James  Graham,  Mr* 
Clay,  Mr.  Oisborne,  Sir  John  Rae  Reid, 
Mr.  Oswald,  Mr.  Charles  Wood,  Mr. 
Rickford,  Mr.  Warburton,  Mr.  Pattison, 
Mr.  Henries,  Mr.  Ellice,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Jackson,  Mr.  Hector,  Mr.  Qrote,  Sur  Tlio- 
mas  Fremantle^  Mr.  John  Abel  Smith, 
Mr.  Strutt,  Mr«  Matthias  Attwood^  and 
Mr.  Morrison. 

Mr.  Hume  regretted  that  his  ri^t  ban. 
Frieaa  bid  not  stated,  what  was  ibe^  ob- 


ject of  the  comtnitiee^  aiid  what  was  tiMi 
result  that  he  wishisd  to  arrive  lit.  He 
had  attended  every  day  tbiit  tne«ommiU 
tee  met  last  year,  arid  he  could  not.  tm 
what  they  intended  to  do.  tie  underp 
stood  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xcbec|uer 
was  not  yet  prepared  to  make  a  sta^ 
ment  on  the  subject,  but  it  was  one  wil& 
respect  to  which  tbe  greatest  interest  wsis 
felt  out  of  doors.  He  hoped,  that  tJkk 
first  opportunity  weiild  be  taken  by  bi| 
right  hon.  Friend,  when  tbe  ei Mence  bs4 
been  extended  so  far,  that  he  could,  see 
his  way,  of  bringing  the  whole  questipp 
before  the  House* 
Committee  re-appointed. 

Tithe  CoMP08iTiow6(tRsx.A«j>}.l(Ki 
the  motion  of  Mir.Pigott«  tbat  tbe  Tilbf 
Compositions  (Ireland)  Bill  be  raid,  a  m^^ 
cond  time» 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  tbat  be  would  take  tbat 
opportunity  of  shortly  alluding  to  what 
was  considered  a  ground  of  strong  coai* 
plaint  on  the  part  of  the  trish  clergy  wilji 
respect  to  the  tithe*  The  Irisb  oleiiy 
had  been  exposed  to  very  unnecessary  £* 
lay  and  loss,  in  consequence  of  tbe  moot 
in  which  the  Tithe  Act  had  beaa  carried 
into  effect.  When  the  bill  pi 
1838,  tbe  clergy  had  one-feurto  ojf  t 
income  taken  from  them.  Tbia  ha 
mitted  was  a  question  of  amount ;  for 
admitted  tbat  they  gained  aa  advantage 
in  having  the  payment  of  tithes  trana* 
ferred  from  tbe  tenant  to  the  ^landlords 
he,  therefore,  did  not  complain  on  tbis 
account.  He  had,  however,  at!  aloM 
contended  that  the  100,000/.  which  bai 
been  subtracted  from  the  amount  ma- 
ranteed  by  the  Million  Act,  bad  baao 
most  unjustl?  abstracted-— be  would  not 
say  unlawfully,  because  it  had  bean,  doba 
by  Act  of  Parliament.  Under  the  itiltioil 
Act  of  1833,  the  Irish  clergy  had  iJveadhr 
received  640^0001.,  when  in  1 836, 1 00,000L 
of  die  balance  was  appropriated  b|  Actos 
Parliament  to  the  uses  or  the  public  worlEf 
in  Ireland.  He  admitted  that  tbe  balaaoa 
of  360,000/.,  under  the  Million  AieMi  wap 
not  at  that  time  applicable  to  the  payaaM 
of  the  dergv  arrears,  because  that  act 
bad  been  so  far  carried  out ;  but,  b  1838, 
when  the  Rent  Charge  Act  petiad,  IM 
balance  of  the  asillkui  was  made  mU 
cable  to  that  parposew  Ilia  amount  loaa 
appiopriated  was,  howeverianly360JM)04 
iind.the  decgt  coasanted,  tot  tbe  lakf  »f 
peace,  to  accept  it  oir  tbe  faith  of  a  dbeh- 


rtlion  of  Lord  Melboome'i  in  the  oihcr 
Houte»  10  the  effect    that  the  amount 
which  theclerey  would  altogether  receive, 
under  the  Million  Act,  would  be  70  per 
cent,  upon  their  whole  claims.   They  had, 
however,  received  only  6i.  1(M.  in  the 
pound,  or  33   per  cent.,  out  of  70  per 
cent.9  yet  they  were  exposed  to  additional 
taxation,  on  account  of  the  Poor-laws; 
and,  alio,  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Crown 
claims  to  quit  rents,  and  the  instalments 
due    on    glebes    and    glebe-houses,  the 
Government  alleging  as  a  reason  for  en- 
forcing these  claims,  that  the  question  of 
tithes  was  settled.     Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  put  it  to  the  Government 
whether  they  would  not  consider  the  case 
of  the   Irish  clergy,  and   remember  that 
the  sum  of  100,000/.,  to  which  he  had 
referred,  had  been  appropriated  to  a  tem- 
porary purpose  only  during   the   period 
when  it  was  not  applicable  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  originally  voted  by  the 
Legislature*     The  original  object  of  the 
Million  Act  had  been  resumed  by  the  act 
of  1838,  and  he  thought  the  Government 
should  consider  the  claim  of  the  clergy  to 
have  the  sum  of  100,000/.  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  their  arrears. 

Mr.  Pigott  reminded  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  in  the  act  of  1838  the 
sum  of  240,000/.  was  specifically  stated 
ai  the  amount  of  balance  to  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  arrears.  The  matter 
was  considered  as  closed  by  that  act. 
This  was  not  the  first  time  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  mooted  the  question  to 
the  House,  and  he  had  been  answered  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Ireland. 
In  the  absence  of  that  noble  Lord,  he 
must  decline  entering  more  into  detail  on 
the  subject.  With  regard  to  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said  as  to  the 
proceedings  of  Government  against  those 
m  arrear,  he  would  inform  the  House  that 
the  Government  had  been  reluctant  to 
proceed  until  actually  compelled,  in  order 
to  avoid  putting  parties  to  useless  expense, 
and  that  they  had  at  first  proceeaed  in 
the  inferior  courts,  where  a  sum  of 
11,000/.  had  been  recovered,  which  was 
about  to  be  distributed.  At  the  next 
sitting!  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ire- 
land he  was  about  to  proceed  against 
defaulters. 

Mr.  Shaw  explained  that  he  had  never 
meant  to  put  the  claim  of  the  Irish  clergy 
to  the  100,000/.  as  a  matter  of  right, 
though   he  certainly  thought  that  they 
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were  equitably  entitled  to  the  foH  beoeAt 
of  the  Million  Act. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  February  12,  1841. 

MixcTBd.]    PctitioDipreMBlai.    By  tht  Uw^atm  of  SaUB. 
bury,  in  fkTour  of  the  ImprovenMntt  Id  tfie  M«CropolHL 

Drainage  of  Towns.]  The  Bishop 
of  London,  after  presenting  a  petition  from 
the  mayor  and  UVirgessesof  Leeds  in  favour 
of  Drainage,  said,  the  object  of  this  pe- 
tition was,  in  a  great  measure,  answered 
by  the  leading  provisions  of  the  noble 
Marquess's  (the  Marquess  of  Normanby's) 
bill.  This  measure  was  a  good  beginning 
and  it  was  most  necessary  to  apply  its 
pro? isions  to  the  great  towns  throughout 
the  country.  It  would  make  a  great  ad- 
vance towards  improving  the  moral  con* 
dition  of  the  people,  and  securing  the  ap- 
pliances of  religion.  To  give  the  working 
people  habits  of  cleanliness,  and  to  ioibae 
them  with  a  taste  for  ordinary  domestic 
comfort,  was  an  improvement  which  no 
pro?isions  of  this  bill  could  effect,  though 
it  would  go  a  greater  length  towards  that 
desirable  end  than  any  efforts  could  do 
with  which  he  was  acquainted.  He  re- 
collected that  about  two  years  ago,  a  num- 
ber of  benevolent  individuals  in  London 
endeavoured  by  a  private  society  to  ensure 
cleanliness  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor. 
But  they  found  such  difficulty  in  the  op- 
position offered  often  by  the  owners  of  ex- 
tensive sites,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
abandon  their  undertaking  and  return  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  subscription 
money.  He  hailed  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Marquess  as  the  first  step  towards  the 
eradication  of  what,  in  its  present  state, 
must  be  a  continual  germ  of  social  and 
moral  disease. 

Lord  EUenborough  so  entirely  agreed 
with  the  most  rev.  Prelate,  that  he  pre- 
ferred saying  the  very  few  words  which  he 
intended  to  address  to  their  Lordships  at 
that  time,  rather  than  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  noble  Marquess*s  bill.  He 
believed  the  moral  and  religious  improve- 
ment of  the  poor  to  be  totally  inconsistent 
with  their  physical  degradation.  To  build 
churches,  to  build  school- houses,  and  to 
employ  clergymen  and  schoolmasters,  wib 
in  his  opinion  utterly  idle,  while  the  physi* 
cal  wants  and  destitution  of  the  poor,  coo- 
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tioued   as  debasing  as  they  now    were. 
We  began  too  far  from  the  real  source  of 
the  evil,  unless  we  placed  the  poor  man  in 
such  a  position  that  he  might  have  some 
self  respect — that  he  might  have  some- 
thing like  a  home.     The  object  of  their 
legislation  should  be — what  perhaps  this 
bill  would  do  ultimately — to  secure  a  home 
to   the    poor  man,  who   was  now   driven 
(and  he  now  spoke  only  of  the  manufac- 
turer) from  his  wretched  place  of  abode, 
and  almost  compelled  to  spend  his  evenings 
in   the  gin-shop ;    his    wife  followed    his 
example.     What  should  be  done,  if  they 
wished  to  improve  the  general  condition 
of  this  man,  was  to  enable   his  wife  to 
prepare  for  him  a  home  where  his  children 
might  welcome  him  on  his  return   from 
the   day's  labour,    and   where  he   might 
hope  for  some  degree  of  comfort,  and  en- 
joy some  share   of  domestic    happiness. 
Without  this  all  attempts  to  improve  the 
moral  and  religious  condition  of  the  poor 
were  absurd.     They  must  not  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  fact  that  a  great  practical  re- 
volution had  taken  place  in  the  state  of 
society  during  the  last  half  century.     The 
proportion   between    the    manufacturing 
and  agricultural  population  had  been  al- 
together retersed,  and  with  this   change 
was  altogether  changed  the  structure  of 
society.     The  landed  proprietor  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  poor  man  who  lived   in 
his  immediate  neighbourhood;  he  visited 
his  cottage,  attended  to  his  comforts,  and 
took   an    interest    in    all    his    concerns. 
Farmers  took  an  interest  in  the  well-being 
of  their  labourers  and  servants,  and  the 
poor  cottagers  were  full  of  kindly  feelings 
towards  those  who  were  in  a  similar  con- 
dition  to  themselves.  There  was  one  bond  of 
connection  between   the  agricultural   po- 
pulation, which  made  them   regard  each 
other  as  members  of  one  family.  But  it  was 
otherwise  in  the  manufacturing  districts. 
There  they  saw  beside  great  wealth  the 
greatest  possible  misery,  with  no  sort  of 
connection   between   the   classes  so  dis- 
tinguished.    Nothing   was   done,  except 
in  a  few  rare  instances,  by  those  who  de- 
rived benefits  from  the  exertions  of  the 
labouring  manufacturer,  for  his  moral  im- 
provement.    This  was  a  fearful  state  of 
society,    and    what    they   had   to  guard 
against  was  its  continuance,  and  he  was 
quite  sure  it  behoved  Parliament  to  em- 
ploy every  remedy  in  their  power  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  that  class  of  the 
(pmrnttAity  tQ  which  be  bad  jast  referred. 


He  was  sure  it  behoved  Parliament  to  ap« 
ply  every  remedy  in  its  power.     His  ob- 
jection to  the  bill  was  not  to  its  prospec- 
tive regulations,   but  that  it  bad  not  a 
retrospective  operation.     The  evil  existed. 
There  were  localities  containing  vast  num« 
bers  of  people,  where  fever  was  domiciledt 
and  where  benevolent  individuals  could 
not  enter  without  almost  the  certainty  of 
contagion  and  death.  The  truth  of  this  was 
established  by  tlie  report  which  had  been 
received    on  the    subject.     He  doubted 
whether  the  several  courts  of  commissioners 
under  the   existing  law  were  constituted 
with  sufficiently  extensive  powers,  and  he 
thought  this  bill   should  proceed  in  the 
first  instance  to  remodel  all  their  powers 
and   means  of  proceeding,   to  a  certain 
degree.     It  extended  the  existing  powers 
as  to  cleansing,  but  it  took   no  step  ht 
securing  a  more  free  ventilation ;  and  ba 
did  think  that  the  noble  Marquess  should 
have  had  the  courage  to  endeavour  to  ap- 
ply a  remedy  to  what  was  an  existing  et il. 
It  was  by  good  fortune,  and  through  the 
blessing  of  Piovidence,  that  we  had  hi- 
therto avoided  a  pestilence  and  the  plague* 
The   noble    Marquess   might    have   been 
deterred  in  the  framing  of  his  measure  by 
an   apprehension  of  interfering  with  what 
were    called    vested  rights.      He  (Loid 
Ellenborough)  did  not  think  that  reason 
sufficient.     No  man  should  be  at  liberty 
so  to  abuse  his  property  as  to  affect  the 
health  and  endanger  the  lives  of  the  com- 
munity;   and  though   he  admijtted,  that 
avarice  had  its  rights,  humanity  had  its 
rights  also,  and  those  ought  at  least  to  be 
equally  respected.     He  wished  that  there 
were   more    of   wider    scope  and    more 
stringent  enactments.     His  only  objection 
to  it  was,  that  it  was  too  limited.    They 
had  of  late  increased  in  population  and 
wealth,    but    these  alone  were  not    the 
most  certain  signs  of  national  prosperity 
and  strength.     That  which  was  more  im* 
portent  was,  that  wealth  should  be  so  dis- 
tributed as  to  elevate  the  moral  condition 
of  the  people,  and  secure  the  union  of  all 
classes  of  the  community.     We  might  look 
with  pride  to  the  result  of  the  last  census 
--to  the  extension  of  our  commerce,  and 
the  increase  in  imports  and  exports;  but 
if  we  had  a  demoralised  population,  in- 
creasing every    day,  and    increasing    in 
wretchedness,  there  was  a  rottenness  at 
the  heart  of  the  structure  of  society,  which 
must  soon  extend  to  the  constitution  itself* 
The  change  effected  in  the  structure  of 


KHtiuty  kf  lb*  ^rofunion  betwecD  lbs 
«a-.i4f4iKurtB$  Aotl  •gricaltural  populaiion 
Wwf  («ii«r«Bd,  WM  in  ilMlf  a  great  revo- 
Wl>Wtt-  la  the  coune,  he  might  aay,  of  a 
itti  ve^n,  tbisgrealeit  of  innavationi  had 
tM<H  edected,  and  it  praciicalljr  changed 
tkawkole  working  of  the  constilution  and 
gOfcrnment  of  ibis  cauntiy.  He  called 
the  Mrioui  attention  of  ber  Mnjeiiy'i  Go- 
veruraent  to  this  lubjecl,  far  he  was  lure 
that  tome  measure  ihoulil  be  at  once 
•dopled  to  raise  the  phytical  condiiion 
and  situation  of  the  manufacturing  poor. 
If  thai  were  not  done,  he  agreed  entirely 
with  the  right  rev.  Prelate,  that,  liow- 
ever  exL-ellent  their  laws,  however  vii- 
luaui  their  designs,  however  good  their 
principlei  might  he,  they  would  never 
produce  that  moral  and  religious  improve- 
nent  in  the  cbaracler  of  the  people  which 
ibey  detired. 

Petition  laid  on  llie  Table. 

The  Marqueu  of  Normanby,  in  moving 
(be  Order  of  the  Day  for  (he  scond  read- 
iag  of  Drainage  of  Towns'  Bill,  said,  that 
(hough  he  wa«  at  nil  times  unwilling  to 
treipau  on  their  Lordships'  aKention, 
ibe  paramount  importance  of  this  bill  in- 
duced him  (oniewhat  to  depart  from  the 
rule;  and  the  observations  which  had 
TilU'ii  from  the  right  rev.  Prelate  and  from 
ttM  noble  Baron  opposite  conRrnieU  him  in 
the  opinion  (bathe  did  not  exaggerate  the 
importance  of  (his  measure  when  he  soli- 
eiled  for  it  (heir  Lordships'  careful  con- 
sideration. It  was  stated  by  the  noble 
Baron  (ha(  this  bill  wn>  of  too  limited  a 
nuture;  but  in  the  course  of  liia  observa- 
tions he  thought  he  should  be  able  to 
Mtisfy  the  noble  Baron  that  the  course 
which  lie  had  heli'cled  wa*  the  most  ex- 
pedient, am)  lik«lv  to  be  the  most  nue- 
ceesfiil.  But  his  lirst  bu^niees  whs  to  call 
the  atlention  of  the  House  and  of  the 
public  10  the  exislcnce  of  the  evil ;  for  be 
felt  sure,  thai  wht>n  be  did  so,  the  Legit- 
hture  and  the  public  would  feel  that  their 
neglect  hsd  produced  a  ftatij  of  things 
winch  at  this  moment  aft'ected  not  only 
tlw  heoUh  and  cumforl,  but,  by  violatini; 
in  many  places  the  decencies  oF  life,  bni- 
taliud  the  condition  of  a  \at^  portion  uf 
our  industrious  countrymen.  If,  thirty 
years  ago,  the  bill  which  he  was  now 
moving  had  passed,  many  of  the  present 
**ili  would  not  only  nut  have  iiltuincd 
their  present  nljrmin*  nlate,  but  would 
never  have  existed  nt  all.  Ai  to  the  hill 
which  he  was  proposing;  to  (heir  t>ord*liip*, 
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he  cotisideKd  it  but  one  step  in  the  right 
direction.  It  proposed  to  deal  aiilh  what 
was,  after  all,  (he  source  of  the  evil  com. 
plained  of  by  the  noble  Baron,  and  to 
apply  a  remedy  to  it  with  the  least  pOMibla 
introduction  of  new  machinery.  He  had 
choiien  to  place  the  proposed  powers  in  the 
hands  of  a  body  already  in  existence,  al- 
though its  operation  might  not  be  io  all 
respects  perfect,  for  similar  purposes,  in 
preference  to  investing  any  new  function- 
aries with  such  a  responsibility.  He  was 
aware  that  in  addressing  their  I.ordships, 
if  be  touched  in  any  respect  on  medical  and 
physical  topics,  whatever  atrong  grounds 
they  might  furnish  for  legislation,  he  coald 
not.of  course,  be  iiippoied  to  impress  tlwH 
on  their  Ix)rdsbtps' attention  aa  Ibe  result  of 
profcBsional  experience.  At  the  tBDwtime 
there  were  a  few  general  results  to  which 
he  was  sure  he  should  be  pardoned  if  ba 
appealed  in  suppwt  of  hid  meaaure.  lb 
heliered  it  might  be  contideretl  an  eitftb* 
lislied  fact,  that  almost  all  diaeaaca  tv 
which  human  nature  was  subject,  when 
there  was  no  predisposition  eKisting  in 
the  constitution  itself,  arose  from  malaria, 
the  consequence  of  the  decampwUion  of 
auimal  and  vegetable  matter.  It  was  w- 
certuincd  that  this  was  a  subtle  pi>iaon 
thus  produced,  which  affected  tbn  vital 
energies  us  certainly,  though  not  ^ 
speedily,  as  arsenic.  An  experiment  had 
been  tried,  by  which  it  waa  ascertained, 
that  by  condensing  a  certain  quantity  af 
air  saturated  trith  malaria,  a  fluid  was 
pruducc<l  so  (.-h urged  with  animal  or 
rcgetabiti  matter  in  a  state  of  jiutrcsccncc, 
timt  when  the  smallest  particle  was  in- 
Hcrtcil  in  the  vein  of  a  doj;,  the  animal 
instantly  died.  It  must  produi-c  the  saoio 
effect,  though  ill  a  slower  ratio,  when 
nvspirated  by  the  lung*  and  admitted  In 
the  syntcm.  If  he  couM  once  establish 
the  extent  and  character  ol  this  poiwui, 
(he  next  [mint  was  tn  direct  their  atlentloa 
ihc  means  by  which  the  evil  wa<  li  be 
remoreil.  Then'  was  ,in  instance  in  illiK- 
tmtion  [if  the  fji'ility  with  which  (he  evil 
abated  when  the  ca(i>c  waa  removed, 
given  Iwfore  the  rommittce  of  the  Com* 
moiiH  liist  year,  and  no  doubt  ^miliar  to 
their  I/inlships  fri>m  the  fart  that  it  had 
been  repeatedly  given  in  the  ncwsimpm. 
"hero  WHS  a  ditch  near  the  termmus  rf 
he  Birmingham  Itailway  at  Eintov- 
rpinrc,  intn  which  a  numlwr  of  draint 
iw'bargeil  tbeuiwlifs.  The  rnmn|iiriira 
raf,  fyfibus  terer  cnnliniially  pivvaiM 
(Iwre.     'i'hc  sinpla  fcnwdy  ««i  ayfliid  «f 
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ooFeriog  in  tha  ditcii,  a»d  ever  «iiu3e  the 
place  httd  beep  quite  free  from  such  infec* 
tious  diaeases.  AoDther  in«tanee  he  should 
eite  was  High-street,  Aldgale.  The  but- 
chers at  one  side  of  that  street  were  in- 
duced with  great  difficulty,  to  open  drains 
into  a  common  sewer,  and  the  immediate 
result  wa3  the  total  disappearance  of  feve^ 
at  that  side,  while  at  tne  opposite  si<le, 
where  the  inhabitonts  refused  to  take  this 
precaution,  fever  still  prevailed.  There 
was  one  passage  which  he  should  cite  from 
Dr.  LyDch*8  evidence,  which  would  save 
the  House  the  necessity  of  listening  to  him 
further  on  this  point.     It  was  this : — 

^  On  the  south  side  of  my  immediate  dis- 
ifiel  there  it  one  court,  called  Back  Bear- 
alteyjn  which,  within  ikie  last  twelvemonths, 
1   may  say  within  the  last   six  months  up- 
wards of  forty  cases  of  typhus  fever  have  oc- 
curred ;  there  are  not  more  than  nine  houses 
in  that  court,  two  people  cannot  walk  abreast 
in  tl ;  they  have  one  common  privy,  and  some- 
times there  arc  packed  in  one  room  six  or 
seveii  of  the  poorest  and  most  destitute  of  our 
feliow'^reatures ;  this  is  under  the  surveillance 
of  the  inquest.    The  drainage  was  deficient  in 
that  Back  Bear-alley :  I  directed  the  attention 
of  the  inquest  to  it,  and  Uiey  sent  notice  to  the 
parties  coneemed,  that  they  were  coming :  the 
consequence  was,  they  had  their  houses  put  \n 
order  i  ihey  were  washed  and  cleansed,  and  in 
sofloe  ioslances,  where  the  fever  cases  had  occurs 
red,  they  took  the  precaution  of  whitewashing; 
six  cases  having  occurred,  some  of  which  were 
sent  to  the  fever  Hospital,  and  others  treated 
at  home;  notwithstanding  these  precautions, 
thirty-^four  cases  afterwards  occurred,  and  five 
or  six  deaths.     Is  that  from  want  of  cleansing 
and  draining  ?-«-Those  are  co-operating  causes. 
Is  the  drainage  bad  there  ? — The  drainage  was 
Quite  defective.    I  directed  the  attention  of 
the  authorities,  and  sent  a  report  to  the  com- 
missioners :  Mr.  Kelsey  is  the  paid  surveyor ; 
I  received  this  reply,  in  which  they  state  that 
twenty-two  miles  of  sewers  had  been  explored 
and  cleansed  in  the  city  of  London,  and  the 
vcBtilation  improved :  then  they  go  to  state, 
thai  tliey  will  attend  further  to  this,  and  they 
have  since  laid  out  in  that  place,  X  believe, 
800/.  or  900/. ;  and  since  they  have  laid  out 
that  money,  I  have  not  been  called  to  a  single 
case  of  typhus  fever.  You  think  that  what  they 
effected  tliere  has  done  good  f — Certainly." 

He  did  not  think  that  much  local  amelio- 
ration could  be  obtained  without  the  as- 
siaXance  and  control  of  a  central  board ; 
but  he  thought  also  that  any  such  board 
which  should  be  established  should  be  al- 
togetlier  distinct  from  the  Poor-law  com- 
missioners.  In  support  of  this  opinion  he 
would  re£er  their  Lordships  to  the  report 
of  «o  inquest   which   appeared  in  that 
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day's  paper,  eod  which  though  be  b>d  no 
authentic  ioformatioa  on  the  subject,  hi 
dared  sa?  was  correctly  reported.  The 
noble    Marquess  quoted    the    following 

case — 

Lamentable  DiiSTiruTiov,-^  Yesterday 
afternoon  (Thursday  Feb.  U),  an  inquisition 
was  taken  before  Mr.  Baker  and  a  re^peotaWe 
jury,  at  the  Nelson's  Arms,  Nichofrs-row, 
Church-street,  Bethnal««reen*  on  view  of  ihf 
body  of  Sarah  Bell,  aged  50,  who  died  in  the 
kitchen  of  No,  20,  Vincent-street,  BethnaU 
greeu,  and  whose  death  was  brought  on  by 
want  and  destitution.* 

The  jury  viewed  the  remains  and  the  late 
habitation  of  the  deceased.  The  plsoa  ex- 
hibited a  frightful  picture  of  misery,  it  being 
described  by  the  coroner  and  jury  as  being 
totally  unfit  for  any  human  being  to  live  in. 
Two  old  chairs  without  any  backs  formed  the 
whole  furniture.  The  walls  were  running 
down  with  moisture,  and  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased, which  was  in  a  shell,  was  so  extremely 
emaciated  as  to  excite  a  very  painful  sensation 
among  all  present. 

Charles  Hawkins  described  the  deceased  to 
have  been  bis  partner  for  eighteen  years,  was 
supported  into  the  room  by  Iskokes,  one  of  the 
relieving-officers  of  the  parish  of  BethnaU 
green,  in  which  he  resided.  He  was  so  weak 
as  scarcely  to  be  able  to  speak.  Upon  being 
sworn,  he  stated  that  he  was  by  tracfe  a  shoe« 
maker,  and  that  he  had  lived  about  eleven 
months  in  tlie  kitchen  at  No.  20  Vincent- 
street,  The  deceased  had  been  paralytic  for 
seven  years,  and  latterly  could  do  nothing  for 
her  living.  She  was  a  single  woman.  He 
himself  had  been  ill  fpr  some  time  past,  and 
was  therefore,  able  to  earn  but  little.  He 
made  pump>shoes,  for  which  he  was  paid  Sdf 
per  pair,  hut  latterly  be  had  not  maoe  a  paif 
a  day.  For  the  last  ten  months  he  had  not 
eaten  a  morsel  of  meat,  and  they  bad  lived 
chiefly  upon  potatoes  and  bread.  Deceased 
was  taken  ill  on  Wednesday  week.  Witness 
sent  for  no  medical  ad  vice,- and  gave  no  infor« 
mation  to  any  one  of  her  illness.  From  that 
day  she  got  worse,  and  died  on  Tuesday. 

By  the  <^ury;  I  have  had  two  children,  bui 
one  died.  A  daughter  lived  with  us,  who  !s 
about  fifteen  years  old.  She  had  employment 
occasionally.  I  have  not  slept  on  a  ned  for  ^ 
year,  nor  had  the  deceased.  They  all  lay  npoii 
the  floor  during  the  night. 

The  Coroner  asked  the  witness  why  he  did 
not  apply  to  the  parish  ?— Witness.  Because 
I  dreaded  going  in,  from  what  people  said  of 
the  workhouses. 

Coroner:  And  was  the  deceased  of  the 
same  opinion  ? — Witness ;  She  was,  sjr. 

"  John  Royston,  the  workhouse  undert^ei* 
of  BetYmal-green,  stated,  that  when  he  removed 
the  deceased,  to  put  her  in  a  shell,  he  found 
her  head  resting  on  a  bet-box  ltd,  which  wa^ 
on  a  Bible.  He  has  seen  many  scenes  of  dis« 
tress,  but  none  to  equal  that  where  deceased  Ity^ 
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"  Ejiubeth  Auel,  No.  19  Vinc«Dt-itrMt, 
dapcMcd,  that  oo  th«  eveDiDg  of  Wednesday 
week,  the  and  deceased')  Uodlord  meal  lo  Ihe 
deceued,  and  that  tbe  lalter  laid,  that  he  had 
got  an  order  for  her  to  be  admitled  into  the 
workboiue.  Deceased,  in  reply  to  this  offer, 
at  the  same  time  holding  up  a  sort  of  da^er, 
with  which  she  used  to  poke  what  liille  fire 
the  {bad,  said,  that  the   fiiil  man   (hat  came 

nigh  her  she   would  stick  the dagger  io 

bin.  She  was  Chen  oo  the  floor,  and  had  a 
sort  of  sackJDK  over  her.  Her  landlord  found 
her  dead  od  Tnesdaj  night  last. 

The  coroner  remarked,  that  the  case  was 
one  of  the  most  dreadful  he  had  crer  seen. 
Verdict. — Natural  dealh,  brought  on  by  pri- 
valioD,  want,  and  destitution." 

It  was  most  unfortunsie  (conllDued  the 
noUe  Harqueu),  that  Huh  prejudices 
against  the  relief  prorided  in  the  work- 
house existed  in  the  minds  of  people  in 
this  poor  woman's  situation  ;  but  at  llie 
Mtne  time  he  thought  that  it  was  import- 
ant, when  attempting  to  act  for  tlie  benefit 
of  the  poorer  classes,  to  do  so  without  of- 
fending their  prejudices,  and  therefore  he 
thought  that  anj  central  board  on  the 
■ubjeet  of  drainage  should  be  distinct 
from  that  of  the  Poor-law  coromiuioQers. 
He  would  alio  quote  a  passage  from  the 
able  report  of  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  : — 

"From  this  table  it  appears,  that  Ihe  total 
number  of  persons  in  the  malropolitan  district 
who  received  parochial  relief,  including  in- 
door and  oul-door  relief,  during  the  year  end- 
ed ihe  25th  March,  I83B,  was  77,166,  Oflhis 
number,  13,973  were  Ihe  subjecli  of  fever,  Uf 
these  there  were,  attacked  with  intermittent 
fever,  402;  synochus,  7,017  )  tvphus,  S,603  ; 
scariatina,  BGl  ;  total,  13,973.  From  the  pre- 
ceding table  it  also  appears,  that  the  prevalence 
of  fever  in  ibe  several  districts  bore  still  less 
reUtion  to  the  number  of  paupers  than  ihe 
Dumber  of  paupers  to  tlie  geiicml  population. 
Thus  io  Bermondsey,  the  number  of  paupers 
being  3,000,  ihe  number  of  fever  cases  wns 
593  ;  while  in  Bethnal -green,  the  number  of 
paupera  being  3,632,  the  number  of  fever  cases 
was  1,209.  In  St.  George  in  the  luisi,  the 
number  of  paupers  being  S,669,  nearly 
double  that  of  Delhoal-grccn,  the  number 
of  ftver  cases  (627)  warcety  exceeds  one 
half.  Greenwich,  compared  with  Bethiial- 
grtan,  afforded  nearly  double  the  number  of 
paupers  (6,607),  but  consider^ibly  less  than 
ona-half  the  fever  cases  {M2).  in  Hackney 
and  Holbotn,  the  number  of  paupers  being 
nearly  the  same,  the  number  of  fever  cases  in 
Holbom  was  neariy  double.  In  Lambeth,  iha 
number  of  paupers  are  more  than  double  those 
of  BethoaUgreen  ;  but  the  fever  coses  in  Lam- 
beth exceed  those  in  Belhnal-green  only  by 
40V.  In  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  the  num- 
b«t  of  pau|Mts  being  only  ona*thitd  len  than 


iboaaof  6ethnal.grMa,  the  fsrer  cam  an  MVly 
one^gbtb  less.  In  Stepaey,  at  aomparad 
with  Beihnal-freeo,  the  pauper  popalatiofi  is 
in  the  proportion  of  9,^96  to  3,683  j  while  (he 
fever  cases  are  in  the  proportion  of  1,348  to 
1,209;  showing  that  the  comparative  number 
of  fever  cases  in  Stepney  is  only  one-half  that 
of  the  neighbonring  union  of  Belbnal-arecQ. 
In  Whilechapcl,  oat  of  a  panper  popobtion  of 
5,856,2,404  were  the  subjects  of  favar,  nearly 
one-half;  but  iu  St.  Georga-tba-Maityr,  the 
number  of  paupers  being  1,467,  the  fever  cases 
were  1,976;  that  is,  the  whole  of  the  persons  in 
this  union  who  received  parochial  relief,  with 
the  exception  of  191,  were  the  lubject*  of 
fever.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Camberwell,  the 
number  of  paupers  being  1,158,  only  309  leas 
than  those  of  St.  George-the-Uartyr,  the  ftver 
cases  were  no  more  than  33B ;  but  in  Waadt- 
worih  and  Clapham,  and  iu  tha  Stfand,  while 
the  number  of  paupers  in  both  naioDsexcM' 
those  of  St.  George- Ihe-Mattyr,  tbe  fever  a 
were  in  Wandsworth  and  Cl4>bam  334,  and 
in  tlie  Strand  331.  These  comparison*  aflbid 
striking  illustrations  of  the  fact  alradr  eata^ 
tiihed  hy  the  records  of  tbe  Fever  Hoapital, 
Ihat  the  main  sources  of  favar  ia  London  are 
certain  districts,  of  which  the  principal  aiw, 
Whiiechapel,  Lambeth,  Sl.GeoraMlw.Uartjr, 
Belhnal-green,  Holbom,  wad  Si.  GeorgM*- 
the-East.  Out  of  the  total  mimbm  of  fevar 
cases  in  the  melropoliian  urioM  (13,9n> 
these  parishes  aloM  allbided  B,S38  caaaa." 

AnotherimporUnt  point  iDlbeeoBtidar- 
ation  of  thii  subject,  was  the  l»d  coiutn 
tion  of  houses  in  which  the  poorer  clac 
lived.  Mr.  Peniiytboin,  an  eminent  aur- 
veyor,  staled  in  hia  evidence,  not  onlj 
that  the  Houses  of  this  deacription  were 
all  generally  theintelvet  ill  ventilated,  but 
that  they  were  too  often  built  in  narrow 
courti,  the  close  and  unwholesome  atmo- 
sphere of  which  wag  Hill  more  deteriorated 
by  being  closely  hemmed  in  on  all  lidea 
by  buildings  of  a  similar  clau  surroundii^ 
them.  Dr.  Southwood  Smith  stated  lhat 
in  a  room,  six  feet  by  ten,  and  only  Bn 
feet  high,  which  he  had  teen,  six  peopk 
lived  and  slept.  In  another  room,  leven 
feet  by  six,  there  were  four  women  and 
two  men  sleeping  every  night.  And  another 
instance  which  the  doctor  mentioned  wai 
(hat  of  a  room  not  half  the  tin  of  tbe 
com  mi  I  tee- room  in  which  he  « 
hit  evidence,  in  which  no  lets  thai 

Sersons  dwell.  Now,  he  (the  Maiqaea*  of 
lormanby)  wouki  aik,  waa  this  a  atali 
of  thiiigt  which  ought  to  be  permitiad  to 
exist  it)  ihis  metropolis,  whicb  was  aiid  M 
be  the  centre  of  cirilisalkw.  Ho  man- 
tinned  some  of  these  painfnl  detaih  be- 
cause he  really  believed,  ibat  tbe  men 
knowledge  of  Umss  facU  bj  tb«  cooum- 
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Dity  at  large  would  be  sufficient  to  enlist 
their  sympathy  and  ensure  the  adoption 
of  some  remedy  for  so  grievous  a  state  of 
things.  He  was  the  more  confident  in 
this  expectation,  because  he  believed,  that 
at  a  very  small  cost  something  effectual 
might  be  done  to  stay  the  ravages  of  dis- 
ease, and  avert  the  most  grievous  terrors 
of  poverty  amongst  a  large  portion  of  our 
su^ering  fellow-creatures.  We  might  men- 
tion, as  an  illustration  of  the  great  neces- 
sity of  dealing  with  the  subject,  that  in- 
quiries into  it  had  lately  been  instituted 
in  the  city  of  Calcutta,  and  a  Committee 
appointed  on  the  subject,  who,  much  to 
their  credit,  recommended  that  any  sacri- 
fices that  were  necessary  should  be  made, 
to  remedy  the  evils  arising  from  want  of 
drainage.  In  this  Report  mention  was 
made  of  the  efforts  of  this  cause  of  the 
Marquess  Wellesley,  the  greatest  states- 
man India  ever  saw,  who,  as  nothing  was 
too  great  for  his  conception,  so  nothing 
seemed  too  small  to  escape  his  attention, 
and  the  Committee  recommended  carry- 
ing into  effect  his  Lordship's  propositions. 
This  Committee  expressed  the  greatest 
admiration  at  what  was  doing  in  England, 
even  in  the  manufacturing  towns.  Great 
as  this  evil  was  in  England,  it  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  produced  any  sensible  effect 
upon  the  general  returns  of  deaths  through 
the  whole  empire.  But  in  the  manufac- 
turing towns  the  case  was  very  different, 
and  the  effects  of  disease  very  evident 
in  the  returns ;  and  when  it  was  con- 
sidered that,  as  appeared  from  the 
statements  before  him,  the  relative  pro* 
portions  between  the  agricultural  and 
manufacturing  population  of  this  country, 
as  mentioned  by  the  noble  Baron,  had  ex- 
actly changed  places  in  the  course  of  the 
last  fifty  years,  this  fact  became  a  very  im- 
portant one  ;  for  it  appeared  that  whereas 
in  the  year  1790  the  manufacturing  popu- 
lation of  the  country  was  about  one-half 
as  numerous  ds  the  agricultural,  at  the 
present  moment  it  was  under  the  mark  to 
state  that  the  manufacturing  population 
was  double  the  agricultural.  Now,  upon 
the  testimony  of  Sir  Gilbert  Blane,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  mortality  of  Manchester 
in  1757  was  one  in  twenty-five;  in  1770 
it  was  one  in  twenty-eight;  in  1790  it 
was  one  in  fifty-eight;  and  in  1811  it 
was  set  down  as  one  in  seventy-four, 
though  this  almost  appeared  a  less  amount 
of  mortality  than  it  was  possible  to  con- 
sider as  the  fact.  But  he  begged  their 
VOL  LVI.    {J^} 


Lordships  to  consider  what  was  the  mor- 
tality at  the  present  moment?  The  new 
census  was  not  yet  ready,  but  some  ap- 
proximation to  the  facts  which  it  would 
present  might  be  obtained  by  calculation  ; 
and,  supposing  the  population  of  Manches- 
ter to  have  increased  in  a  similar  propor- 
tion as  heretofore  upon  the  last  census,  it 
might  be  set  down  in  round  numbers  as 
280,000.  Out  of  this  population,  the 
deaths  during  the  last  year  were  9,276  in 
number,  being  an  average  of  more  than 
double  what  it  was  in  1811,  or  one  in 
thirty-one.  Now,  turning  to  Glasgow,  be 
would  beg  to  read  part  of  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  Symons;  who  expresses  himself  thus  : 

'*  1  have  seen  human  degradation  in  some  of 
its  worst  phases,  both  in  England  and  abroad, 
but  I  can  advisedly  say,that  I  did  not  believe, 
until  I  visited  the  wynds  of  Glasgow,  that  so 
large  an  amount  of  filth,  crime,  misery,  and 
disease,  existed  in  one  spot  in  any  civilized 
country;"  (and,  again)  "In  the  lower  lodg- 
ing-houses ten,  twelve,  and  sometimes  twenty 
persons  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  sleep  pro- 
miscuously on  the  floor,  in  different  degrees  of 
nakedness.  These  places  are  generally,  as  re- 
gards dirt,  damp,  and  decay,  such  as  no  per- 
son of  common  humanity^to  animals  would 
stable  his  horse  in.'' 

Dr.  Cowan,  in  his  work  on  ''  the  Vital 
Statistics  of  Glasgow,'  gave  the  following 
statement  as  to  mortality  in  Glasgow : 

"  In  1821  it  was  one  in  thirty-nine;  in  1831  it 
was  one  in  thirty  ;  in  1835  it  was  one  in  twenty- 
nine  ;  in  the  last  year  it  was  one  in  twenty-five.'* 

Of  Liverpool,  Dr.  Duncan  gave  the  fol- 
lowing statements :  he  estimated  the  work- 
ing population  of  Liverpool  to  amount  to 
170,000  or  175,000,  of  which  38,000  lived 
in  cellars.  Of  these  cellars  there  were  in 
round  numbers  8,000,  and  the  average 
inhabitants  in  each  something  under  five 
heads.  The  mortality  amongst  the  in- 
habitants  of  these  cellars  was  35  per  cent. 
greater  than  that  in  other  parts  of  the 
town.  Of  the  remaining  number  of  the 
working  population  of  Liverpool,  86,400 
lived  in  close  courts,  having  no  under- 
ground drainage.  The  crowded  and  filthy 
condition  of  these  courts  was  graphically 
described  by  Dr.  Duncan,  as  well  as  the 
density  of  their  population  ;  he  had  seen, 
for  instance,  four  families  huddled  together 
in  one  room  ten  feet  square.  Dr.  Duncan 
spoke  particularly  of  the  dreadful  stench 
which  came  from  these  miserable  lodging- 
houses  ;  which  an  Irishman,  on  arriving  in 
Liverpool,  with  a  sort  of  melancholy  wit| 
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declarad  was  ''  so  dreadful  as  almost  fo 
force  llie  roof  off  liis  head."    Hull  was  a 
town,  now,  of  rising  importance;    but, 
from  the  er idcnce  of  Mr.  Wood,  the  new 
buildings  in  that  place  were  liable  to  all 
the  objections  which  had  been  stated  to 
exist  in  Loudon,  Manchester,  and  other 
large  towns — namely,  want  of  ventilation 
and  drainage,  and  building  back  to  back. 
In  Leeds  it  appeared  that  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  working  classes  lived  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  town,  whilst  the  wealthy 
merchant  and  higher  classes  lived  'on  the 
west  side,  and  the  contrast  here  was  very 
remarkable ;    the  mortality  in  the  eastern 
district  being  one  in  twenty-four,  whilst  in 
the  west  it  was  one  in  thirty-six.     Of  the 
state  of  the  dwellings  and  health  of  the 
poorer  population  of  J)ublin,  Dr.  Maunsell 
gave  a  painful  description,  and  from  which 
it  appeared  that  an  immense  proportion  of 
the  cases  of  fever  admitted  into  the  fever 
hospitals,  came  from  the  dense,  ill-built, 
ill-ventilated,  and  filthy  courts  and  allies 
occupied  by  the   poorer  classes.     Now, 
looking  at  the  effect  of  this  state  of  things 
upon  the  duration  of  life  in  these  parts,  he 
begged   their   L'brdships'  attention  to  the 
following  remarkable    facts  : — Of  deaths 
under  three  years  of  age  there  were  in 
Manchester  428  in  a  thousand,  in  London 
338,  in  the  North  and   West  Ridings  of 
Yorkshire  28*2,  and  in   the  rural  parts  of 
Northumberland  253  in  a  thousand.     On 
the  other  hand,  of  deaths  over  seventy 
years  of  age,  there  were  in  Manchester 
only  fifty-three   out  of  a  thousand,   in 
London   ninety-nine,  in   the    North  and 
West  Ridings  of  Yorkshire  202,  and  in 
Northumberland  210  out  of  a  thousand; 
being  a  proportion  of  four  to  one  in  favour 
of  the   rural  districts    over   the  densely 
populated  streets  of  Manchester.    Having 
gone  through  these  details  of  the  case  in  a 
•anatorv  point  of  view,  he  was  sure  that 
he  neea  say  very  little  to  their  Lordships 
as  to  the  demoralizing  effects  resulting 
from  the  miserable  accommodation  which 
these  poor  people  enjoyed.      When  the 
fact  was  considered  of  large  numbers  of 
persons  of  both  sexes  sleeping  promiscu- 
ously, and  sometimes  almost  in  a  state  of 
nudity,  in  the  same  small  apartment,  it 
was  quite  unnecessary  for  him  to  suggest 
to  their  Lordships  what  must  be  the  inevi* 
table   consequences  of   such  a  state  of 
things.    As  to  the  melancholy  and  degen- 
erate condition  of  the  great  manufacturing 
townSf  their  Lordships  could  not  have 


stronger  evidence  than  in  that  of  Mr. 
Fletcher,  from  which  he  would  beg  to 
read  a  passaee,  descriptive  of  the  appear- 
ance of  Sunday  in  Manchester : — 

"  I  low  do  they  employ  the  Sunday  after- 
noon ? — The  whole  Sunday  is  too  frequently 
lost  in  cither  drinking  or  inactive  idleness,  ft 
is  a  most  painful  thing  at  Manchester,  with 
the  full  knowledge  that  there  it  a  vast  labour* 
ing  population  around  you,  to  observe  that  the 
whole  Sunday  is  passing  away  without  seeing 
the  great  mass  of  the  labouring  classes,  as  you 
would  see  them  here,  wiih  their  wives  and 
cliildren  walking  out,  and  you  wonder  where 
tliey  are ;  they  are  too  numerously  at  home  in 
their  dirt." 

Mr.  Fletcher  then  went  on  to  state  that 
very  little  attention  was  paid  to  religion  by 
these  poor  people,  and  that  it  was  a  re- 
markable contrast,  after  coming  froitt  a 
rural  district,  to  see  so  few  people  in  this 
large,  densely  populated  town,  going  to 
church.     He  would  not  go  the  length  of 
saying  that  upon  peop^  in  a  state  of 
wretchedness  and  nlth,  such  as  that  de- 
scribed by  all  the  witnesses  on  this  subject, 
education  would  be  entirely  thrown  away, 
but  undoubtedly  the  effect  of  it  must  De 
very  much  impaired,  falling  upon  such  a 
soil.  Where  so  great  an  extent  of  physical 
discomfort  existed,  very  little  advantage 
could  be  expected  to  be  derived  from  edn- 
cation,  thoueh  he  was  not  without  toase 
hope  that  before  very  long  thestate  of  things 
might  be  so  far  ameliorated  as  to  render 
the  exertions  of  the  instnicton  of  some 
utility.     In  bringing  this  subject  before 
their  Lordships,  he  was  very  anxious  to 
avoid  saying  anything  which   might  be 
calculated  to  give  rise  to  any  differences  of 
opinion,  and  therefore,  he  would  not  go  into 
the  political  in  Terences  which  might  seem 
to  be  deducibic  from  the  facts  which  he 
had  mentioned  ;  but  he  felt  bound,  before 
he  sat  down,  to  make  one  observation  in 
testimony  and  commendation  of  the  pa* 
tiencc   and  general   good  conduct  with 
which  the  poorer  clnsses  of  onr  manufac- 
turing towns  had  borne  the  sufferings  which 
they  had  had  to  endure.     During  the  late 
rigorous  weather  these  sufferings  nad  be^ 
greatly  aggravated,  and  the  good  conduct 
of  the  sufferers  most  exemplary.  He  woold 
mention,  as  an  instance,  that  at   Man- 
chester, on  New  Yesr^s-day  last,  when  the 
working  people  were  invited  by  the  Chartist 
leadersto  assemble,  in  order  to  greet  certain 

rprsons  on  their  discharge  from  prisonyonly 
,000  or  1 ,200  assembled  in  obedience  to 
that  requisition.  He  would  now  beg  10  csdl 
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their  Lordships*  attention  to  one  or  two  cir- 
cumstances sliowing  the  importance  of  en- 
couraging an  improved  style  of  building 
in  the  tenements  occupied  by  the  working 
classes.  Upon  this  subject  he  would  refer 
to  the  valuable  evidence  of  Mr.  Cubitt, 
and  also  to  that  of  Mr.  Ashworth,  who,  in 
the  course  of  his  examination  before  the 
committee,  gave  some  very  interesting  and 
gratifying  instances  which  had  happened 
within  his  own  knowledge.  Mr.  Ashworth 
said  : — 

"  Many  of  llie  working  people  employed  in 
factories  and  other  workshops  of  our  neigh- 
bourhoo<l  obtain  good  wages  as  a  whole  fa- 
mily, because  frequently  tlie  various  branches, 
both  the  boys  and  girls,  are  employed  ;  and  it 
not  unfrcqucntiy  occurs,  that  a  family  may 
have  forty  or  fifty  shillings  per  week  of  income 
in  one  cottage  ;  the  houses,  built  back  to  back, 
afford  only  one  room  to  live  in,  and  do  the 
cooking,  washing,  and  other  necessary  domes- 
tic operations  of  the  house  ;  in  such  cases, 
when  the  head  of  the  family  and  the  boys 
come  fk*om  work  on  Saturday  evening,  the  ne- 
cessary domestic  occupations  of  washing  or 
cooking  being  obliged  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
same  room,  renders  it  extremely  uncomfortable, 
and  consequently  the  father  of  the  family  is 
induced  to  go  out  for  recreation  and  amuse- 
ment  to  the  public-house ;  besides  which, 
there  is  little  room  for  filling  such  a  cottage 
with  furniture ;  and  I  have  remarked  that  fa- 
milies, with  large  incomes,  have  not  unfre- 
quently,  in  such  cottages,  a  very  small  amount 
of  furniture ;  and  I  have  further  remarked, 
that  in  our  own  establishment,  when  a  family 
has  removed  into  a  larger  house,  they  have 
frequently  occupied  the  spare  rooms  with  a 
better  class  of  furniture^  which  of  itself  induces 
them  to  better  habits  and  a  more  respectable 
feeling  in  society.'* 

And  again :  -^ 

"I  have  known  a  man  and  his  family,  with 
a  good  income,  go  from  a  good  cottage  to  a 
bad  one  to  save  a  shilling  a-week  ;  but  in  our 
own  case,  for  twetity  years,  we  have  continued 
to  make  every  successive  lot  of  cottages  more 
expensive  and  more  convenient ;  and  the  most 
expensive  cottages  are  the  most  sought  after 
by  our  own  people ;  and  thus  a  man,  with  a 
very  moderate  income,  will  desire  to  bespeak 
beforehand  the  first  opportunity  of  getting  into 
a  belter  cottage ;  and  families  who  have  ob- 
tained the  privilege  of  a  better  cottage,  when 
I  have  enquired  subsequently  into  their  pre- 
vious condilion,  they  have  scarcely  been  able 
to  account  to  me  as  to  what  has  been  the  in- 
ducing cause  to  their  improved  condition : 
but,  when  questioned  further,  have  acknow- 
ledged that  llie  opportunity  of  putting  better 
furniture  into  their  houses  has  imperceptibly, 
accumulated  a  large  and  valuable  stock  of 
furniture/' 
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With  respect  to  the  bill  now  before  their 
Lordships,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  it  to  Scotland  un- 
less he  could  adapt  them  to  the  machinery 
at  present  in  use  in  that  country,  but  he 
did  not  see  any  reason  why  its  operation 
should  not  be  extended  to  Ireland.  With 
respect  to  the  machinery  by  which  in  the 
latter  instance  it  should  be  carried  into 
operation,  whether  a  new  machinery 
should  be  devised,  or  whether  the  present 
paving  commissioners  might  be  made 
available  for  the  purpose,  would  be  a 
question  for  after  consideration.  He 
would  postpone  also  for  the  present  the 
question,  whether  this  matter  should  be 
put  under  the  control  of  a  central  board 
or  not.  He  would  direct  their  Lordships' 
attention  also,  before  he  sat  down,  to  the 
strong  recommendations  which  had  been 
made  by  many  of  the  witnesses  before  the 
committee,  in  favour  of  establishing  public 
walks  for  the  recreation  of  the  working 
classes  in  large  towns.  The  state  of  bury- 
ing grounds  also  was  one  amongst  the 
various  matters  of  detail  which  had  occu- 
pied his  (the  Marquess  of  Normanby's) 
mind  in  reference  to  this  important  sub- 
ject ;  but,  indeed,  his  object  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  was  scarcely  more  than  to 
make  some  impression  upon  their  Lord- 
ships' minds,  and  upon  that  of  the  public, 
as  to  the  importance  of  this  great  subject, 
with  a  view  of  making  a  beginning  in  the 
work  of  amelioration.  It  might  be  said, 
perhaps,  that  in  some  of  the  remarks  he 
had  made  upon  the  destitute  condition  of 
such  large  classes  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
that  he  was  placing  in  too  strong  a  light 
the  result  of  his  observation.  He  could 
assure  the  House  that  this  was  not  a  eas^ 
in  which  any  good  could  arise  from  con- 
cealment. Those  who  were  the  sufferers 
were  aware  of  the  facts,  and  blindness  to 
them  on  the  part  of  their  Lordships  WDilId 
avail  nothing.  He  hopedj  now  that  their 
attention  had  been  called  to  this  subject, 
if  they  could  not  effect  thorough  and  iiD- 
mediaie  relief,  their  Lordships  would  at 
all  events, by  their  kindness  and  sympathy, 
blunt,  in  some  measure,  the  edge  of  mi- 
sery, and  remove  the  bitterness  of  feeling 
that  at  present  existed.  He  implored 
them^  by  their  own  high  character,  by 
their  kindness  of  feeling,  by  those  virlttes 
which  they  were  so  much  in  the  habit  of 
practising  in  their  own  immediate  circles 
— the  highest  of  which  was  charity-a>4fe 
wbuld  not  say  to  pass  this  bill,  for  thai  he 
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was  sure  they  would  do,  but  to  gi?e  their 
most  serious  attention  to  the  remedying 
those  evils  which  he  had  attempted  to 
describe^and  which,  if  not  remedied,  must, 
in  time,  produce  a  total  disorganisation  of 
the  frame-work  of  society  ;  and,  as  a  first 
step  in  the  right  direction,  and  as  an 
earnest  of  their  future  endeavours,  he 
requested  their  Lordships  to  give  the  bill 
be/bre  the  House  a  second  reading. 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  said,  that  if 
he  hnd  any  objection  to  the  present  bill, 
it  was  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  He 
need  hardly  say  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  but  he 
begged  to  remind  the  House  that  it  would 
interfere  with  many  existing  rights.  He 
would  not>  at  that  stage  of  the  measure, 
trouble  the  House  with  any  observations, 
but  he  would  strongly  recommend  the 
noble  Marquess  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  com- 
mittee up  stairs,  so  that  all  its  provisions 
might  be  carefully  considered. 

The  Earl  of  Wicklow  said,  he  conceived 
it  almost  impossible,  that  any  individual 
could  have  read  the  report  referred  to  by 
the  noble  Marquess,  and  refuse  to  give  tu 
the  noble  Marquess  a  most  active  co-oper- 
ation in  endeavouring  to  remedy  the  evils 
there  described.  After  reading  that  re 
port,  what  struck  him  most  was,  that  the 
bill  appeared  too  little.  There  were  many 
evils  left  untouched  by  this  bill,  but  lie 
was  glad  to  hear  the  noble  Marquetis 
state,  it  was  his  intention  to  introduce 
other  measures  similar  to  the  bill  before 
the  House.  There  was  one  great  evil 
which  this  bill  did  not  touch,  he  meaiu 
the  letting  of  lodging  houses.  It  was  a 
common  thing  at  present  for  such  houses 
to  be  let  after  the  immediate  death  of  thr 
former  tenant  from  fever,  and  as  many  as 
three,  or  even  four  families,  had  thus  been 
successively  carried  ofF,  owing  to  the  ne- 
glect and  cupidity  of  the  proprietors  f;i 
lodging  houses.  He  thought  a  most  be- 
neficial amendment  might  be  made  in  the 
bill  by  the  introduction  of  a  clause  to 
compel  landlords  to  clean  and  whitewash 
every  house  before  letting  it.  Another 
omission  caused  him  some  surprise, namely, 
the  omission  of  Scotland  from  the  opera- 
tion  of  this  bill.  If  there  was  any  por- 
tion of  the  empire  that  required  a  measure 
of  this  sort,  it  was  Scotland,  for  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  condition  of  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh  was  worse  than  that  of  any 
towns  of  England.  He  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  noble  Marquess  to  the 


28th  clause  of  the  bill,  which  contained 
a  most  stringent  provision.  That  clause 
directed,  that  after  a  certain  time  cellars 
should  not  be  occupied  as  dwelling  places, 
unless  furnished  with  areas  of  certain  di- 
mensions. Now,  the  great  proportion  of 
the  cellars  in  existence  would  not  be 
furnished  with  areas  of  the  required  di- 
mensions. It  appeared,  that  in  Liver- 
pool alone  there  were  about  39,000  or 
40,000  inhabitants  of  cellars.  Now,  un- 
less these  houses  were  rebuilt,  it  would  be 
impossible  for  these  persons  to  continue 
to  occupy  these  cellars,  and  what,  he 
would  ask,  must  be  the  distress  of  Uiat 
immense  population  under  such  circum- 
stances? It  would  be  impossible  for 
them  to  provide  new  buildings  within  any 
reasonable  time.  The  House  must  recol- 
lect, that  this  would  occur  in  LondoUt 
Manchester,  and  several  other  large  towns, 
and  if  carried  rapidly  into  effect,  woul(| 
produce  great  disorder.  He  thought,  that 
the  noble  Marquess  did  not  intend,  and 
he  was  sure  the  House  would  not  sanction, 
the  carrying  out  of  this  provision.  Ano- 
ther great  evil  would  be  the  carrying  all 
disputes  with  landlords  into  the  courts  of 
record  in  Westminster.  He  thought  the 
local  courts  could  settle  these  disputes 
with  much  greater  facility.  Again*  no 
provision  was  made  for  the  remunera^ 
tion  of  the  surveyors  of  sewers,  the  ap 
pointment  of  those  persons  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  corporations  in  corporate 
towns,  and  in  other  places  in  the  hands  of 
the  magistrates.  The  only  remuneration 
that  he  could  discover  in  the  bill  was  a  fee 
for  the  surveyor  of  new  buildings.  There 
was  another  provision  of  the  bill  which  be 
thought  unnecessary,  namely,  that  no 
house  should  have  beyond  a  certain  num- 
ber of  rooms,  unless  those  rooms  were  of 
certain  dimensions.  Now,  he  thought, 
that  if  they  secured  a  sufiirient  sewerage 
and  ventilation,  it  was  unnecessary  to  go 
into  such  detail  as  this. 

The  Marquess  of  Wettmingter  begged 
pardon  for  mterrupting  the  noble  Earl, 
but  if  they  were  to  have  a  committee  op 
staiis,  he  tliought  that  the  most  pro|)er 
place  to  diM;iiss  the  details  of  the  bill. 

The  Earl  of  Wicklow  did  not  under- 
stand the  noble  Marquess  to  consent  to 
refer  the  bill  to  a  committee  up  stairs. 

The  Marquess  of  Normamby  had  no 
objection  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, as  their  lordships  appeared  to 
think  that  a  more  satisfactory  courae. 
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The  Earl  of  Wicklow :  In  that  case  he 
would  not  trouble  the  House  wilh  any 
further  observations. 

The  Marquess  of  Northampton  bcgtied 
to  make  one  observation.  The  22d 
clause  of  the  bill  enacted, 

"  That  it  should  not  be  lawful  to  build  any 
(wo  opposite  rows  of  houses  in  any  town  or 
village,  which  shall  be  separated  from  each 
other  by  a  space  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet 
wide  where  there  is  a  carriage-way  between 
such  houses,  or  not  less  than  twenty  feet  in 
the  case  of  alleys  and  foot  passages  where 
there  is  no  carriage-way. 

He  did  not  think  the  proposed  width 
sufficient,  but  the  observation  he  rose  to 
make  was,  that  no  provision  was  made  as 
to  the  height  of  the  houses,  so  that  it 
would  still  be  in  the  power  of  landlords  to 
defeat  them  by  building  houses  dtspro- 
portionably  high. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanhy  begged,  in 
answer  to  his  noble  Friend  opposite  (£arl 
of  Wicklow),  to  state,  that  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  were  to  be  extended  to  Ire- 
land, although  he  did  not  know  whether 
it  might  be  found  advisable  to  employ  the 
same  machinery  in  that  country  as  in 
England.  It  was  also  his  intention  to 
have  a  similar  bill  introduced  for  Scot- 
land, but  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  leave  the  framing  of  it  to  some  of  the 
law  officers  of  that  country,  as  the  bill 
might  have  particular  interests  to  deal 
with.  As  to  dwelling  in  cellars,  it  cer- 
tainly was  his  intention,  if  possible,  to 
cause  a  discontinuance  of  that  practice, 
unlefts  under  the  restrictions  imposed  by 
the  hill. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee. 

Adjourned  to  Tuesday. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  February  12,  1841. 

Minutes.]  Bills.  Read  a  first  time : — Punishment  of 
Death ;  County  Courts  and  Bankruptcy  ;  Insolvency  and 
Lunacy. 

i'vtiUons  invscntcd.  By  Mr.  Wallace,  from  Dundonald, 
Suddy,  and  Kilmuir  Wester,  for  the  Abolition  of  Patron- 
age in  the  Churc'i  of  Scotland— By  Mr.  H.  Berkeley, 
from  Bristol,  ngainst  tlie  Corn-laws. — By  Mr.  Brotherton, 
from  Salford,  for  the  release  of  Frost,  WilUams,  and 
Jones.— By  Mr.  Gtxlhon,  from  Kidderminster,  against  the 
Kidderminster  Court  for  tlie  Recovery  of  Small  Debts 
Bill — By  Sir  W.  Wynn,  fhjm  Clergymen  in  the  Deanery 
of  St.  Asaph's,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Bill  uniting  the 
Deaneries  of  St.  Asaph  and  Bangor.—  By  Mr.  E.  Tennent, 
and  Mr.  Lockhart,  from  Manchester,  and  Kilmarnock,  in 
favour  of  the  Copyright  of  Designs  Bill — By  Mr.  Col- 
quhoun,  from  Stirling,  againstany  further  Grant  to  May- 
M<K>ih  College.— By  Mr.  11.  Bcikcley,  and  Sir  A.  Grant, 
from  Merchants  of  Bristol,  and  others  connected  with 
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the  Trade  of  the  West  Indies,  against  the  Reduction  of 
Duties  on  East  India  Rum.—  By  Mr.  Ilawcs,  from  owners 
of  Land  in  Uie  East  Indies,  in  favour  of  Uic  Reduction 
of  the  Duties  on  East  India  Rum. 

Neapolitan  Duties — Law  or  Fac- 
tor.] Mr.  Ewart  inquired  wheilier  it 
was  probable  there  would  be  any  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  Neapolitan  Olive 
Oil.  Also,  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  Government  to  introduce  a  bill  wilh 
respect  to  the  transfer  of  goods  by  docu- 
ment between  principal  and  factor. 

Mr.  Labouchere  replied,  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  6rst  question  it  was  impossible 
to  make  a  precise  statement  on  the  sub- 
ject at  present.  With  respect  to  the 
second  question  it  was  the  intention  of 
his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Clarendon)  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  into  the  other  House  on  the 
important  subject  referred  to. 

Lord  Keane]  Mr.  Hume  begged 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  (he  President  of  the  Board  of 
Control,  to  an  important  subject,  which 
he  (Mr.  Hume)  thought  they  were  at  this 
particular  period,  before  proceeding*  to 
take  her  Majesty's  Message  into  consider- 
ation, bound  to  take  into  their  most  serious 
consideration.  He  held  in  his  hand 
certain  Indian  newspapers,  which  con- 
tained the  most  grave  and  serious  charges 
against  Lord  Keane,  for  conduct  which 
if  borne  out  by  facts,  and  not  satisfactorily 
explained  to  that  House,  must,  of  course, 
put  an  end  to  the  question  which  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
had  given  notice  of  bringing  forward  this 
evening  with  reference  to  Lord  Keane. 
Certain  reports  having  been  circulated  for 
many  months  publicly  in  India,  to  the 
prejudice  of  Lord  Keane,  it  might  have  been 
exptcted,  that  an  enquiry  would  have  been 
naturally  instituted  by  the  Government 
on  the  spot,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaininj^ 
how  such  reports  had  originated,  and 
whether  well-founded  or  not ;  but  no  in- 
quiry had  taken  place.  The  late  disgraceful 
ronduct  of  the  2nd  Bengal  cavalry  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  had  revived  those  re- 
ports with  increased  bitterness,  and  their 
conduct  had  been  attributed  to  the  cir- 
cumstance of  Lord  Keane  having  at  the 
time  the  2nd  regiment  of  Bengal  cavalry 
was  under  his  command,  ordered  one  of 
the  troopers  of  that  corps,  who  was  inno- 
cent of  any  crime  to  be  shot.  The  allega- 
tionscontained  in  a  letter  which  appeared  in 
the  Agra  C^M6ar  newspaper,  which  hebeld 
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in  hu  hand  was  made  bj  the  writer  at  it, 
who  signed  himself  "  lojured  Innocence," 
He  would  first  read  ao  extract  Trom  the 
Bombay  Tmtei  of  the  Ut  of  Junuarj, 
1S41,  which  atatei— 

•■  That  Ibe  iai  Bengal  cavalrj  bad  been 
diunounted  and  ditarmed,  and  were  on  llieir 
■natch  to  Bengal.  Hitherto  specutalion  and 
iura)i«e  bad  been  at  fault  to  account  for  the 
dastardly  scene  at  Purwan  Durrah.  In  dehult 
of  lliia,  violent  and  angr;  disctisaion  ha*  been 
stirred  up  afresh,  in  reference  to  the  death 
(ibe  raurder  it  has  been  unheaitalingly  called) 
of  one  of  their  troopers,  in  the  Affghan  cam- 
paign, with  which  the  name  of  Lord  Keane 
had  all  along  in  some  ahape  been  connected. 
It  has  been  matter  of  astonishment  to  every 
ane,  that  for  the  satisfaction  of  ihe  army,  and 
fur  the  sake  of  the  character  of  tbe  late  Com- 
mand er-in-chief  and  hit  staff,  no  official  invei- 
tigation  was  ever  eniered  into  on  the  subject." 

The  writer  of  the  letter  in  the  Agra 
Vkkhar  maDifestly  wu  a  wilnesi  of  much 
or  what  he  dcKribei,  and  the  following 
quotation  will  enable  English  teaderi  to 
understand  the  nature  of  the  charge  against 
Lord  Keane,  or  at  he  then  was.  Sir  John 
Keane,  for  having  given  orden  to  shoot  a 
trooper  near  to  hi*  tent,  who,  it  appeared, 
had  died  in  consequence  of  tbe  wound  he 
had  received  from  ihoie  who  had  acted  in 
obedience  to  such  orders  from  Sir  John 
Keane.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  knew  nothing  of 
the  transaction  except  from  the  public 
papen ;  but  from  them  it  appeared  tnat  ao 
early  as  April  and  May  last  year,  (he 
charges  were  publicly  made  ;  and  the  ex- 
tracts from  the  letter  in  the  Bombay  TitittM 
of  the  lit  of  January,  will  explain  (o  the 
House  tbe  nature  and  extent  of  the  charge. 

"  The  -Agra  Vkhbar  has  published  a  letter 
from  an  old  correipondeal  which  makes  no 
mystery  of  Ihe  wretched  affair  of  the  trooper 
of  ti>e  3nd  re^ment  of  Bengal  cavalry,  who  it 
is  now  unequiiocalJy  assert^  was  pat  to  death 
by  order  of  Lord  Keane.  The  Friend  of  India 
speaks  of  il  as  a  fact,  perfectly  well  known  ? 
The  (Mcutta  Preu  and  Bimbay  Covtier  has 
stripped  the  lion's  hide  from  off  the  conqueror 
of  Affghanistao,  But  the  Agra  VkMhar  la 
rampant,  he  says,  that  wiib  respect  to  the  first 
cawe,  that  the  trooper  was  murdered,  I  have 
D«*er  seen  it  publicly  contradicted,  though  I 
have  heard  it  said,  that  a  certiGcaie  was  given, 
that  be  did  not  die  of  the  wonnd.  Why,  I 
ask,  was  this  certificate  re<]uired }  The  letter 
proceeds,' Althongh  Ihe  vlclim  to  the  angry 
paasions  of  the  Coutnander-in-chief,  wa*  not 
thirty  yards  from  hit  tent,  and  he  had  every 
opportunity  of  atctrtaining  what  Iha  man  was 
really  about,  ha  still  iniitled  on  saeuring  him 
as  I  prisoner,  he  dirccK-d  hit  being  shot,  and 
di^utiing   at  it  mutt  be  to  the  feeling*  uf 
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It  is  also  ataled,  that  the  i  _ 
which  this  trooper  had  belonged,  immedi- 
ately demanded  an  inquiry  iolo  the  canae  of 
their  comrade'*  death,  but  (as  the  letter 
went  on  to  state)  no  enqoiry  took  pUce, 
and  no  satiifaction  was  grantod,  tbe  matter 
was  hushed  np.  Circumitancea  bad  re* 
mained  in  that  nnBatitfactoryitate,UMl  (he 
regiment  to  which  the  dec^aed  man  bad 
belonged,  had  conlinned  in  a  slate  of  dig- 
content  until  the  action  at  Pnrwan  Durrah. 
Since  then  the  regiment  bad  been  disarmed, 
and  (hey  were  marching  back  to  Bengal. 
It  appeared  that  (he  charge  which  he  liad 
read,  had  been  made  against  Sir  J.  Keane, 
not  in  one  paper  only,  and  on  one  occasion, 
but  i(  bad  been  made  in  Tariooe  forma 
for  many  months  in  tbe  public  nearapapers, 
in  the  presidenciesof  Bengal  and  Bombay. 
He  now  held  some  of  these  papere  in  his 
hand,  from  which  he  had  taken  (be  liberty 
of  reading  it.  The  letter  was  aigacd  by  a 
person  styling  binuelf  "  lnjui«d  Inno- 
cence," and  it  was  nndeistood  that  the 
name  of  (he  writei  had  also  been  given  to 
tbe  editor  to  admit  of  enquiry.  Thecha^e 
of  murder  against  a  mao  of  Lord  Keaae's 
high  standing  and  respectability— a  man 
holding  >o  important  a  position  as  tbe 
gallant  officer  bad  been  called  to  fill,  was 
a  circumstaoce  that  demanded  an  es|>la- 
nation  in  tbii  House,  for  it  wai  iapoaaible 
that  a  charge  could  be  brought  against 
any  man  that  could  to  lerioosly  affiact,  not 
only  hit  honour,  but  also  tbe  lionovr  and 
welfare  of  Ihe  British  army.  "  Tbe  extra- 
ordinary mitcoadnct  of  tbe  2nd  Bengal 
cavalry  regiment,  baa  revived  the  charge 
of  the  murder  of  one  of  (be  troopers,  and 
it  haa  been  a  matter  of  astonishment  lo 
every  person,  (hat  an  investigation  upon 
(he  subject  had  not  taken  place,  as  well 
for  tbe  satisfaction  of  the  army,  at  for  the 
honour  of  the  Commander-in-chief.."  He 
(Mr.  Hume)  snbmiued  to  the  House,  that 
as  a  trooper  of  (he  2nd  regiment  of  tbe 
Bengal  cavalry  had  been  put  to  deatb  at 
allegied  there  publicly  by  order  of  Lord 
Keane ;  knd  as  the  charge  of  (nurdet  bad 
never  been  contradicted,  or  any  exnUaa- 
tion  given,  although  it  had  been  saia.  Out 
a  certificate  had  been  given  that  the 
soldier  did  not  die  of  tbe  wouads  wludi 
had  been  inflicted  upon  him,  ht  (Mr. 
Hume)  would  ask,  why  was  this  ccitiflcate 
given,  and  why  was  not  an  enqvii;  in- 
stituted ?  The  state  of  tbe  law,  iodeed. 
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to  miMlei  ageh  a  docsaMnt  uuImi 
U«  Mkiataiiied  that  tbe  iatcnt  10  murder 
wu  H  ciiainal  aa  the  aelual  oomniiaHOO 
of  tiM  nurdor  itaelf.  Bat  there  wu  oa« 
poragnph  of  Uie  oilract  to  which  he 
wishod  to  call  particulBr  aUcDlion,  vis.— 
<*  Thai  altfeMtgit  Ibe  unrortunala  victim  was 
but  thJity  yarda  diitaDt  from  tba  teat  id 
which  ho  (the  eooimftadw)  waa  at  Ibe 
time,  he  took  do  opportimity  of  aaeertain- 
iog  what  the  man  waa  aboul.  but,  initead 
of  ao  doinf,  hfl  orderad  the  mao  to  be 
shot,  and  he  found  a  nmij  ajcophatil 
to  eaeente  hia  otden."  That  waa,  con- 
tinved  tbe  hoo.  OentlemMi,  th«  aab- 
•tance  oT  the  ^n«e  cbarce  he  m«de, 
oo  tbe  satbarilKt  he  had  itated,  aod 
hoped  that  the  Gorcniinant  wouM  post- 
pone this  vote  until  the  matter  waa 
inqoired  into,  tf  the  exptanalioo  which  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  ihouM  give  was  not 
aatlifhclory  to  tbe  House. 

Sir  Jolm  ffaUoate  txfxeaaed  Us  sur- 
priw  thftt  bift  hoo.  Fiiead  should  have  been 
ivfluenced  by  tite  sross  caUuanies  agaiust 
U«d  Keaoe,  wlucb  had  a^wand  to  tlie 
Indian  msvtfmn,  calumnies  which, fnna 
aad  luifaunJed  aa  tbcy  were,  ought,  baw- 
ever.  to  be  contradicted.  He  was  glad, 
that  hjs  boo.  Fnend  had  not  waited  for 
the  vote  which  his  noble  Friend  was  about 
to  prt^wse,  and  that  lie  had,  as  he  thought 
there  was  something  wurtby  Cur  the  con- 
sid«jrationof  that  House  in  these  nimfiuts  as 
to  the  conduct  of  L^rd  Keaoe,  he  had  called 
Car  tu  explanation  before  that  TOte  was 
profosed^  He  naust,  howeTer,  express  the 
surpiise  be  ielt,that  the  hoo.  Geotleioan, 
oa  the  mere  authority  «f  newspapcrB,  and 
SMch  newspapers,  too,  as  he  was  sorry  to 
say  circalatea  to  Indja  at  this  day,  should 
have  tboDgbt  it  pesMble  that  an  English 
g^eval  officer  oould  be  guilty  not  oiily  of 
murder,  but  of  being  an  accomplice  in  mur- 
der, such  aa  these  papers  had  diatioctly 
charged  him  wiib— umdy,  mniidKr  uodsr 
the  pretaacc  of  a  discharge  of  duty.  Tbe 
hoik  Gentlemaa  bad  md  extracts  bom 
certain  oewapa^rs,  copies  of  which  he 
(Sir  ].  C  Hobhouso)  then  held  ia  his  hanib, 
and  be  was  cevtajoly  surprised,  that  when 
the  hon.  Geotlemait  read  those  sewB- 
paptrs,  be  was  not  shocked  at  tfao  tcnns 
Id.  which  the  cbafso  was  made.  Was  this 
elwge  eaec  heara  of  before  l«r(l  Kwne 
Wft  India )  Xbccr  were  CenllemaB  pre- 
sent ia  that  House  ceniuctad  with  the 
$aBt.Iadi&  Company.  He  saw  kdiieetei 
op^te  (Ht.  Hogg)»  and  its  would  aak 
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him  wbetbot  be  had  ever  heard,  n-  whelW 
tbe  court  of  directors  bad  ever  bid  tin 
(lighteat  cQgoiaasoe  of  any  *«ch  foot,  or  a( 
sny  sudicba^  baring  been  made?  Whe*  be 
'  ihe  charga  in  tbe  nein)NqMn,  bemale 
his  biuiBeaa  to  in^iuio  immediatelv 
whetber  there  were  the  sligbteat  grouM 
for  it.  He  sent  to  the  East- India  Hoon^ 
and  tbe  gentlemen  there  infonaed  Um 
thoybad  beard  of  none.  He  ne^  in^iued 
in  bu  own  depnrtmeot,  and  found  than 
was  no  Mxowrtaf  any  sot^  occurrewB. 
X%«B,  of  eoorse,  it  became  hia  daty.  Cor  be 
bed  no  other  ^fliHratien  to  make,  to  in* 
^uira  ef  tbe  paitica  coBemed,  at  thono 
•bo  wore  in  tbe  cas^aign  with  Lord 
Keene,  and  be  bad  also  iDqaiied  of  Laid 
Keane  hkoMlt  fu  he  Ut  that  a  dMCB  of 
ihie  sort  wM  net  (0  he  pHsed  li^rtly  eiar, 
aapeeiaUy  if  it  were  ti>  be  hto^it  befaai 
fafliawent,  ia  crder  to  prevent  an  ban. 
OScex>  wfae  faod  served  hia  conntrv  nearly 
half  a  century,  tecdviag  tbaae  bonenra 
that  were  aboot  to  be  coofenad  npoa  biaai 
He  bed  fett  it  Ida  dnty,  tlmt  Mitber  tbe 
Ucaiea  e{  an  "  OH  Corre^ondcnt,"  nor 
at  "  Injured  Inaaeencck"  sbenU  be  aUawed 
to  take  away  the  ebametei  of  an  old  Ua^ 
liab  generaL  Tbe  Iratb  of  tbe  case  *•> 
this:  be  would  put  tbe  House  in  paaaaaion 
of  the  facts,  tutd  then  leave  it  to  jodn 
whether  tha«  were  any  ground  for  tbe 
iup«tatiiMs.  He  was  sorry  to  be  obliged, 
io  narrating  thcoe  fact^  tu  stiy  that  a  pw- 
tien  of  the  Bengal  cavalry  that  had  ad- 
vanced iota  Afghanistan,  had  not  dis- 
tinguislted  itself  for  bravery.  Lord  Keane 
was  infonaed,  at  the  capture  of  Ghumee, 
that  the  second  re^mcnl  of  Bengal  caialry 
were  maranding,  attd  that  thi^  wereabovt 
to  commit  depredations  upon  tbe  stundlng 
evona  of  a  vilbge,  tbe  principal  men^ 
which  caaae  to  Lord  Eeane  himself  in  his 
lent,  and,  upon  their  knees,  implored  him 
to  save  that  wlueh  was  to  be  their  food  for 
tbo  next  half  yeaa.  Lord  iCeaoe  imata- 
dialely  sent  few  tb»  Piovoat-marshal,  and 
aaid,  umt  be  could  not  pmnitjcmi^  diigweo 
be  bren^bt  on  tieopa  whieb  bad  | 


1  tieam  whieb  bad  pn- 
hed  tbemselvea  in  dam* 


vionsiy  diatrnguiebed  t 

pliae  and  good  amdnet,  and  who  w«t»ad- 

nncing  intwthatco 


itiT  for  thennrpnaaof 
whom  tbe  Govwaor- 


Geocral  of  India  baddeclnred  le  W  tbe 
legitimata  sovereign^  He  tberefars  eadeaad 
tlw  Pieveet-mweW  tn  |^nc«  a  certain 
annihir  of  ridettss  around  the  fidia  of 
earn;  and  to> prevent  any  persmfosiiii  ad- 
jwmai^  into  them  to  cut  down  the  on 
OK  to  food  their  berMa,he  ocdaietl  thk  fi- 
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dettes  to  fire  at  first  over  the  heads  of  the 
marauders ;  but  at  any  rate  not  to  allow 
depredations  to  be  committed.  Lord  Keanc 
felt,  that  he  could  not  allow  the  character 
of  the  British  soldier  to  be  compromised 
by  such  marauding.  He  gave  his  onlers 
to  a  competent  authority,  the  Provost- 
marshal^  and  he  did  not  conceal  from  the 
House,  that  he  believed  Lord  Kcane  gave 
those  orders  with  a  view  to  repel  the  ma- 
rauders, and  that  he  meant  them  to  be 
obeyed.  What  occurred,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  was  this,  the  2nd  regiment  went  out  for 
the  puri)Ose  of  marauding  at  night,  and 
some  of  the  videttcs  firwl — they  fired  upon 
those  who  had  gone  into  the  field  to  cut 
down  the  corn.  It  did  so  turn  out,  that 
although  the  infantry  stationed  to  protect 
the  property  of  the  natives  fired  over  the 
heads  of  the  depredators,  one  of  the  troopers 
was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and  it  was  said  he 
afterwards  died.  But  he  (Sir  J.  C«  Hob- 
house)  would  say,  that  if  the  man  had 
been  shot  on  the  spot  it  would  ba?e 
been  perfectly  justifiable;  and  he  would 
further  say,  that  if  every  person  (being 
cognizant  of  the  orders  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief)  thus  plundering  the  property  of 
people  no  way  concerned  in  the  war,  who 
had  not  arms  in  their  hands — if  every  per- 
son who  was  guilty  of  such  a  trespass  had 
been  wounded  or  had  suffered  death,  and 
if  Lord  Keaue  had  been  brought  before 
that  or  any  other  tribunal  in  the  world  on 
the  charge  of  shooting  them,  he  would 
have  been  acquitted.  Lord  Kcane  Mas 
only  doing  an  honourable  but  a  painful 
duty  when  he  did  that,  for  which  so  much 
villanous  abuse  had  been  heaped  upon  him. 
Having  now  justified  Lord  Keane  from 
that  charge,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
appeal  to  those  gallant  Ofliccrs  who  heard 
him,  for  the  character  of  that  noble  Lord. 
It  was  quite  superfluous  for  him  to  pro. 
nounce  any  culogium  upon  the  merits  of 
the  noble  Lord,  and  they  were  more  com- 
petent than  he  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
upon  such  a  subject ;  but  he  would  take 
leave  to  tell  the  House  this  one  fact,  that 
during  the  whole  advance,  not  only  was 
there  no  man  punished  with  death,  but 
positively  no  cor|K)ral  punishment  of  any 
kind  was  inflicted  on  one  single  soldier, 
either  of  the  native  troops  or  of  the  British 
regiments.  There  was  not  a  single  court- 
martial  for  the  trial  of  any  serious  oflTence 
during  the  whole  of  that  very  important 
and  aniuous  campaign.  He  trusted,  that 
hu  had  said  enougn  to  convince  the  House 
(hat  the  death  of  the  8C])oy  was  not  owing 


to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord,  or  Ibmied 
any  ground  for  the  House  to  refuse  the 
vote  which  his  noble  Friend  meant  to  ask. 
He  WHS  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  detain  the 
House,  but  he  considered  it  necessary  to 
go  into  some  details,  and  the  point  to 
which  he  had  now  to  advert  gave  him  more 
pain  than  even  the  grossly  calumnious 
charges  made  against  the  noble  Lord.  It 
was  also  of  a  more  grave  character^not 
as  it  affected  Lord  Keane,  but  those 
oflicers  who  had  signed  their  names  to  the 
military   commission.      The   House    was 
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aware,  that  in  the  course  of  the  campaign 
a  disaster  had  befallen  our  troops  under 
the  command  of  Major  Clibbome,  while 
endeavouring  to  relieve  a  fort.  No  impu- 
tation resteoupon  that  gallant  officer,  for 
he  was  attacked  by  about  seven  or  eight 
times  his  number,  when  he  was  oblieed  to 
retire.  No  imputation,  whatever,  he  re- 
peatsd,  attached  to  the  gallant  oflicer  io 
any  way  or  shape,  but  our  troops  were  so 
unused  to  any  reverses  that  the  Bombay 
government  very  properly  ordered  an  im- 
mediate inquiry,  in  <Nrder  to  find  OQt  the 
cause  of  the  disaster.  Certain  oflicers  as- 
sembled \  there  was  a  major^neral>  a 
colonel,  and  two  officers  engaged  in  the 
inquiry.  The  House  would  be  surprised 
— he  had  almost  said  shocked — to  hear, 
that  before  the  rc|K)rt  of  that  inquiry  could 
have  been  sent  up  to  head  quarters  for 
confirmation  or  revision,  the  rcfiort  itself 
appeared  in  a  Bombay  newspaper,  just  at 
the  time  the  packet  was  about  to  sail  ^ 
^ust  at  the  time  when  such  a  report  reach- 
ing home  before  the  general  commanding* 
in-chief  had  had  an  opportunity  of  sceine 
it,  might  operate  injuriously  to  Lord 
Kcane.  And  here  he  must  take  the 
liberty  of  saying,  that  that  was  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  military  reports  he  had 
ever  seen.  That  the  publication  of  that 
report  must  have  emanated  from  some  per- 
son concerned  in  the  inquiry,  there  could 
be  no  doubt.  There  could  be  no  mistake 
on  that  head;  and  whoever  that  person 
might  be,  as  long  as  he  had  the  honour  to 
holcl  his  present  rcs|K)nsible  situation,  he 
should  think  it  his  duty,  for  the  protection 
of  the  character  of  the  noble  and  gallant 
Lord,  and  so  he  believed  wonid  the  Court 
of  Directors,  to  deal  properly  with  thoK 
who  had  so  grossly  betrayed  their  confi- 
dential duty.  It  was  not  for  him  then  to 
say  anything  more  with  respect  to  tbat  re- 
port, and  he  begged  pardon  of  the  House 
for  detaining  them  so  long.  He  should  not, 
however,  have  performed  bis  duty,  bad  bo 
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not  said  so  much  io  favour  of  the  noble 
Lord>  who,  after  nearly  half  a  century  of 
service,  had  been  so  cruelly  maligned  by  a 
rascally  paragraph  in  a  newspaper.  lie 
trusted  the  House  would  do  justice  by 
agreeing  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  W.  Williams  wished  to  know  if  the 
right  hon.  President  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol had  received  information  whether  or 
not  Lord  Keane  or  the  Indian  government 
had  ordered  any  legal  proceedings  to  be 
instituted  against  the  authors  of  these 
libels  ? 

Sir  John  Hobkousc  said,  he  ought  to  have 
mentioned,  that  so  shocked  were  the  Bom- 
bay government  by  the  appearance  of  the 
report  of  the  military  commission,  that 
they  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  censure 
the  publication  of  it :  and  they  had  called 
upon  the  officers  to  explain  how  it  had  ap- 
peared. With  respect  to  the  Bengal 
cavalry,  he  had  a  report  of  certain  pro. 
ceedings  that  had  taken  place  upon  the 
conduct  of  that  unhappy  regiment,  and  it 
was  to  be  disbanded. 

Sir  R.  Jenkins,  although  he  had  not 
been  peTsonally  called  upon  to  answer  the 
appeal  made  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite,  yet  felt  impelled  to  confirm  most 
fully  the  statement  that  had  been  made  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  both  heads. 
He  believed,  that  not  one  syllable  of  truth 
was  contained  in  the  charges  against  Lord 
Keane.  He  had  heard  that  the  sepoy 
trooper  had  been  wounded  under  the  cir- 
cumstances detailed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  With  respect  to  the  affair  of 
Major  Clibborne,  Lord  Keane  had  nothing 
to  do  with  that  disaster,  or  with  the  cir- 
cumstance that  had  led  to  it,  inferiority 
of  force. 

Mr.  Hogg  had  told  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny,  who  had  asked  the  question  of 
him  on  the  night  the  noble  Lord  had  given 
notice  of  the  present  motion,  that  no  in- 
telligence of  the  events  alluded  to  had 
reached  him.  If  the  charges  that  hnd  been 
brought  against  Lord  Keane  had  any 
foundation  in  truth,  would  the  House  be- 
lieve, that  no  complaint,  no  representation 
would  have  been  made  to  the  constituted 
authorities  either  in  India  or  at  home  ?  It 
had  been  said,  that  the  cavalry  bad  made 
a  remonstrance,  but  that  statement  was 
unfounded.  Lord  Keane  bad  again  and 
again  issued  orders  —  those  orders  had 
been  disobeyed,  and  at  last  he  bad  dis- 
charged that  duty  which,  perhaps^  it 
would  have  been   better   to   have  dis- 


charged a  little  earlier.  Of  the  whole 
marauding  party  only  one  had  been 
wounded,  and  whether  that  individual  had 
died  from  the  effecis  of  the  wound  or  not, 
he  was  unable  to  state. 

Mr.  Hume  explained,  that  it  was  not  he 
who  had  introduced  the  mention  of  the 
military  commission,  it  was  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Control  who  had  done  so. 
He  (Mr.  Hume)  did  not,  perhaps,  differ 
much  from  the  hon.  Baronet  in  thinking 
that  it  was  wrong  to  have  published  that 
report  until  it  had  been  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bombay  government.  He  thought 
it  a  most  singular  state  of  things  if,  in 
India,  newspapers  should  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  put  forward  such  serious 
charges  like  those  against  a  distinguished 
officer  upon  an  anonymous  communication, 
and  persist  in  repeating  them  for  so  many 
months,  without  any  notice  being  taken 
by  the  Government  of  them.  It  was  said, 
that  the  writer  of  the  letter  signed  Injured 
Innocence,  had  given  his  name  to  the 
editor,  and  was  thus  to  be  found  out  and 
prosecuted  if  there  was  no  foundation  for 
the  charge.  If  the  death  of  the  trooper 
was  caused  in  the  way  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  he  (Mr.  Hume)  was  not  the 
man  to  complain ;  but  the  newspaper  he 
had  quoted  said  the  contrary. 

Sir  /.  C.  Hothouse  said,  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  mistaken.  No  names  were 
given  to  the  letters  containing  the  villanous 
charges  against  Lord  Keane ;  if  there  had, 
some  opportunity  for  proof  would  have  oc- 
curred. But  the  correspondents  of  the 
Bombay  Times  2Lnd  the  Agra  Ukhbar  were 
anonymous. 

Mr.  G*ConneU  said,  there  were  the  pub- 
lic tribunals  to  appeal  to.  There  was  the 
Board  of  Control ;  there  was  the  India 
House.  It  really  was  too  bad,  that  a  gal- 
lant officer  should  be  traduced  in  the  way 
that  Lord  Keane  had  been  maligned. 

Viscount  Howick  thought,  that  the  ex- 
planation of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  as 
satisfactory  as  possible,  and,  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  ought  to  admit,  that 
it  was  so,  even  if  it  were  for  no  other  pur- 
pose than  to  allow  the  House  to  approach 
the  discussion  free  from  bias  or  diffi- 
culty. 

Sir  Huisey  Viman  was  enabled  dis- 
tinctly to  state,  that  not  only  no  such  cer- 
tificate as  had  been  alluded  to  was  granted, 
but  Lord  Keane  was  not  aware,  that  any 
man  bad  died  until  be  saw  the  account  in 
the  Agra  Ukhbar. 
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T^he  Order  of  the  Pay  for  ihe  consi^era-  > 
tiqn  of  the  Queen's  mess^e  was  read,  aod 
the  HoMse  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
Pftiitee, 

Lord  John  Russell  said,  it  was  quite 
unnecessary  for  him  to  make  any  state- 
ment of  the  merits  of  Lord  Keane,  that 
^i^bjecl  liiaving  been  brought  before  the 
House  last  year,  on  the  consideration  of 
the  vote  of  thank&  His  right  hon.  Friend, 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Control, 
had,  on  ih^%  occasion,  laid  the  whole  con- 
duct of  the  expedition  fully  before  the 
House,  ai\d  bad  enabled  the  Hoi^se  to 
judge  of  the  gallantry  and  ability  with 
which  liord  Keane  had  discharged  his 
most  important  duties*  He  could  not 
possibly  conceive  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  meant  to 
oppose  the  vote  he  was  ahout  to  have  the 
homour  of  submitting  to  the  Committee. 
The  proposal  he  was  about  to  make  was 
the  same  as  that  which  was  made  in  the 
case  of  Viscount  Lake,  in  1808,  and  the 
Comi^ittee  would  agree  with  him,  that  it 
wfis  useless  to  confer  the  highest  honours 
of  the  country  upon  individuals,  uuless  at 
the  same  time  adequate  means  were 
granted  to  support  the  dignity  that  was 
conferred.  He  repeated,  he  could  not  un- 
derstand the  ground  of  opposition,  when 
he  considered  the  eminent  services  which 
Lord  Keane  had  rendered  to  this  country 
in  India.  He  would  say,  that  the  nanus 
of  tliat  distinguished  individual  stood  as 
high,  if  not  higher,  than  it  had  before  the 
commencement  of  the  present  discussion. 
The  nohle  i«ord  concluded  by  moving : — 

''That  the  annual  sum  of  2,000/.  net  be 

f  ranted  to  her  Majesty  out  of  the  Consolidated 
uiul  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  IreUnd,  the  said  annuity  to  commence 
from  the  8th  day  of  February,  t041,  and  to  be 
settled  in  the  mo^t  beneficial  manner  upon 
Lieutenant  General  John  Lord  Keaue,  and  the 
two  next  surviving  heirs  male  of  the  body  of 
the  said  John  Loid  Keaoe." 

Sir  £.  Peel  said,  he  certainly  should  not 
wait  to  hoar  the  objectioia  that  were  about 
tOi  he  made  by  the  Hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
kenny to  the  motion  proposed  by  the  no- 
hle  Lord  ;  for  he  was  so  satisfied  of  the 
justice  and  policy  of  the  grant,  that  he 
could  not  heli^vc,  any  objections  that 
could  be  urged  by  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  have  power  to  shake  his  opinion. 
He  should  avail  himself  of  the  oppor- 
ttvaity  of  seconding  the  proposal,  although 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Secretary  of  State 


did  not  require  the  assistanoe  of  a  sa^ondv. 
He  was  not  awed  hy  the  nieiMic^  vf  QRM* 
sition ;  still  less  wa^  he  to  be  diaanaded 
from  the  courae  he  was  abwt  tQ  tak^s  kf 
the  preliminary  diafiusaioin  on  |ba  «c(fi|a 
of  L^rd  Keane.  He  cared  not  wliolh#f 
Lord  Keane  prosecuted  those  newspapers 
or  not ;  he  should  be  sorry  to  ifnpoae  upon 
that  ^oble  Lord  the  necessity  of  insti- 
tuting prosecutions  in  India  h^imI  iho 
authors  of  the  scmadakMia  s^tacka  that 
had  been  made  upon  his  fair  fame  aa  a 
justification  of  his  title  to  the  honour  that 
was  to  be  conferred  upoi^  him^  Um  had 
never  before  heard  of  a  charge  so  pfepoa^ 
terons,  as  to  endeavour  ta  make  %  nohk 
and  gallant  oficer  who  had  ever  hee»co«- 
spicuous  for  his  bravery  %mI  his  ftbilily, 
responsible  for  the  cowardice  ol  those 
who  had  rvn  frosa  their  duly.  The  mm 
who  signed  **  Injured  Innoceace/'  oaght 
perhaps  more  properly  to  have  dcsigaaicd 
himself  ^'  Detected  cowaidioe.''  Tbk  rwn 
away  was  bad  enough,  but  to  make  Lord 
Keane  responsible  for  it,  and  to  at- 
tempt to  vindicate  it,  by  aacrihing  il  to  a 
wound  in  the  leg  given  lo  a  man  detected 
in  an  act  of  insubordinatioii  upwards  of  a 
year  previoiis,  only  excited  disgust.  He 
would  not  disturb  the  unanioutv  which  he 
honied  would  be  found  to  prevail  upoa  this 
vote  by  any  reference  to  political  opinioot. 
In  military  transactions  all  such  opinions 
ought  to  be  left  entirely  out  of  sight. 
However  much  politicians  night  differ  as 
to  the  expediency  or  propriety  of  any  par* 
ticular  military  expedition,  all  that  was  re- 
quired of  the  soldier  was,  that  he  should 
execute  the  instructions  given  lo  hiui. 
I  It  was  no  part  of  the  duty  of  a  nililary 
commander  to  inquire  whether  the  service 
in  which  he  was  employed  was  politically 
riglit  or  not.  AU  that  was  demanded  of 
bin  was  implicit  obedience.  And  when 
they  came,  in  the  House  of  Commoua,  lo 
estimate  the  D^erita  of  military  lutu,  thoae 
merits  must  be  considered  abttracledly, 
and  without  reference  to  the  policy  which 
led  to  their  developm^ot.  Under  no  cir- 
cumstances ought  the  ditferencta  of  opinion 
which  might  be  entertained  as  lo  the  po- 
licy which  dictated  a  military  expeditiMy 
be  albwed  to  operate  to  the  dtsaavanHyi 
of  the  officers  who  were  cugaged  in  ii.  Uc 
might,  perhaps,  lament  that  the  Mopoii- 
tion  now  made  by  tlie  noble  LoiU  (Loid 
J.  Russell)  liad  not  been  subtitled  to  the 
Hous<;  at  an  earlier  period.  He  thought 
the  general  rufe  should  be,  that  tk»  ho- 


t65  Lotd  Kmnc.  {Fei 

nours  or  ilistinctions  conferred  for  military 
Mtvice  should  be  followed,  as  loon  as 
possible  by  the  pecuniary  reward.  There 
nii^iit  be  good  reasons  for  the  delay  in 
this  instance  ;  but  he  thought  ihat  the 
better  rule  was  that  which  be  had  men- 
tioned, and  he  trusted  that  the  delay  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  case  of  Lord 
Keane,  would  not  be  followed  as  a  pre- 
cedent. Now,  by  what  test  was  he  lo  Iry 
the  meiiis  of  Lord  Keane,  aud  lo  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  praise  lo  which  that 
noble  lord  was  justly  eniltled?  If  he 
Itietl  him  by  ihe  teal  of  ptivatluii  and 
suffering,  he  found  the  army  under  Lord 
Keane's  command,  and  under  Lord  Keane 's 
example,  submitting  with  indomitable  en- 
durance to  ihe  greatest  pri?ation3  to  which 
en  army  cokW  be  exposed,  overcoming 
the  most  formidable  difficulties,  by  strict 
obedience  to  command,  and  furnishing  an 
example  of  discipline  unknown  in  the 
world,  except  in  the  ranks  of  the  British 
army— a  discipline  which,  in  his  opinion, 
distinguisl^cd    Dritish    troops  even    more 

floriously  than  their  exploits  in  the  lield. 
f  he  tried  Lord  Keane  by  the  test  of 
brdliant  military  achievement,  he  ihoughl 
the  capture  of  Qhu/nee  was  as  brilliant  an 
affair  as  ever  shed  a  lustre  on  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain.  If  he  tried  him  by  the 
lest  of  the  general  success  of  the  expedi- 
tion in  which  he  wasemployed,  bethought 
that  that  test  was  also  decidedly  in  favour 
of  Lord  Keane  and  of  the  army  which  he 
commanded.  If  he  found,  then,  that  the 
genera)  usage  of  Parliament  had  been,  in 
cases  where  the  necessity  arose  for  it,  (o 
ACCDinpany  honorary  distinctions  fox  great 
military  services  with  such  a  pecuniary 
provision  as  should  enable  the  distin- 
guished soldier  to  support  the  honours 
conferred  upon  him  by  his  Sovereign,  he 
should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  make  the 
first  exception  to  the  mle,  in  the  oa^  of 
Mploits  performed  in  India.  Tliat,  in  his 
opinion,  was  the  last  place  to  which  the 
exception  should  be  applied.  In  those 
distant  regions,  where  the  achievemants 
of  the  army  were  carried  on,  not  under  the 
eye,  as  it  were,  of  the  Legislature,  where 
their  deeds  were  comparatively  unob' 
lerved^where  their  exploits,  unlike  thoii 
which  look  place  neater  home,  failed  to 
attain  the  degree  of  popularity  whiiih 
made  them  in  the  mouths  of  all  as  "  fami- 
liar as  household  words" — it  was  import- 
ant to  let  men  employed  in  those  distant 
regions,  know  that  neither  the  Parliamwl 
Boi  the  peoplb  were  forgetful  of  ikw  a*- 
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it,  and  were  ready  lo  bestow,  fat  aervicw 
l^erformed  in  those  remote  quarters,  thf 
same  reward  that  would  cetlainly  have 
Ijeen  bestowed  Tor  similar  service*  [WF" 
formed  nearer  home.  Having  said  tbiu 
much  upon  the  subject  immediately  before 
the  House,  he  could  not  but  take  that 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  deep  regni( 
At  the  loss  of  ihe  gallant  officers  who  fell 
in  the  course  of  the  campaign.  It  was  im- 
possible that  Parliament  could  enter  iDtO 
iny  public  recognition  of  their  individual 
irvicc?,  on  account  of  the  comparative 
ifeiiority  of  rank ;  but  no  man  could  read 
le  accounts  of  their  gallantry,  of  tba 
ifTcrings  they  endured,  and  the  valour 
they  exhibited  (when  the  exploits  of  tKe 
Indian  army  were  spoken  of,  and  the 
ikill  of  its  copimanaer  acknowledged), 
ithout  remembering  the  gallant  seivicei 
of  those  of  inTerioT  rank,  whose  endurance 
upon  the  march  and  bravery  in  the  field, 
had  contributed  so  much  towards  the  ac- 
complishmcDt  of  an  achievement  that 
must  for  ever  hold  a  distinguished  place 
in  the  annuls  of  successful  military  enter- 
prise. He  took  that  opportunity  of  oB'er- 
iiig  this  alight  tribute  to  their  memory, 
and  he  begged  to  express  b>s  full  concur- 
rence in  Ine  resqlution  moveil  by  the 
noble  Lord. 

Viscount  Hotvick  confessctl,  that  he  had 
seldom  felt  greater  pain  than  in  giving  the 
vote  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  give 
upoD  the  present  occasion.  He  admired, 
in  common  with  the  House,  the  exploits 
of  the  Indian  army  under  (lord  Keaoe. 
Ho  entirely  disrcganicd,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  all  that  hail  been  stated  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  evening.  He  trusted)  thftt 
that  subject  was  for  ever  disposed  of; 
and  that  whilst,  on  the  one  band,  it  couU 
not  for  a  moment  influence  tbe  mind  of  any 
reasonable  man,  and  induce  him  to  giro  » 
vote  in  opposition  to  tbe  resolution  nsv 
proposed;  so,  on  tbe  other  band,  be  trmkd 
hoB.  Members  would  be  careftil  not  to  alknr 
their  minds  to  receive  from  it  what  would 
not  be  an  unnatural  bias,  and  be  induoed  lo 
mark  their  indignation  against  a  oharg*  U 
utterlv  unsupported,  and  so  inproperty 
brought  forward  by  tho  ladifU)  newi- 
papers,  by  agreeing  to  a  vote  which 
otberwise  they  might  not  deem  called  fiir 
by  tbe  circumstances  of  the  oaae.  Thne 
was,  as  he  had  said,  an  inducement  to 
agree  to  tbe  motion  before  the  Hooae 
from  admiration  fcr  the  exploits  of  the 
Indian  army,  and  the  conduct  of  L«^ 
Keue;  tlk«r«  was  kW  « lutuFfll  fbeUif  rf 
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reluctance  to  take  upon  oiic*s  8c]f  the  invi- 
dious duty  of  disputing  tlie  propriety  of 
conferring  rewards  for  pubiic  service.  On 
the  one  side  were  these  fct  lings ;  but,  on 
the  other,  he  could  not  forget  that  in 
voting  upon  a  proposition  of  this  descrip- 
tion, they  were  called  i.jwn  not  to  be 
governed  by  any  feelings  iff  that  nature, 
but  by  a  pure  consideration  of  the  public 
interest,  and  by  what  th:it  interest  really 
required.  He  believed  th:!t  in  the  greatest 
nations  of  ancient  and  miHiern  times,  be- 
fore the  periods  of  their  decay,  the  wisest 
monarchs  and  rulers  had  ever  shown  a 
great  parsimony  in  the  distribution  of  re- 
wards for  public  service.  It  was  well 
known  that  that  was  the  case  with  our  own 
Elizabeth.  It  was  well  known  that  she 
was  particularly  sparing  in  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  rewards  which  she  thought  it 
necessary  to  give.  It  was  equally  well 
known  that  the  consequence  of  that  parsi- 
mony— of  that  sage  reserve  in  using  this 
means  of  exciting  emulation  and  eager- 
ness in  the  public  service,  was,  that  slight 
rewards  coming  from  her  carried  with 
them  more  real  distinction  than  much 
greater  rewards  conferred  by  other  sove- 
reigns. A  knighthood,  or  even  a  simple 
expression  of  her  approbation,  was  consi- 
dered far  more  really  honourable  than  the 
grant  of  a  |>eerage  from  her  weak  and 
pedantic  successor.  It  was  a  wise  princi- 
ple, with  reeard  to  the  public  service,  to 
be  very  sparing  in  the  distribution  of  great 
rewards— it  was  a  wise  principle  that  great 
rewards  should  only  be  given  upon  very 
great  and  high  occasions.  But  at  the  same 
time,  whilst  this  was  the  case,  there  was  a 
natural  tendency  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ments to  fall  into  the  opposite  error. 
There  was  always  a  strong  temptation  t<i 
do  that  which  was  |K)pular  at  the  moment. 
To  confer  rewards  was  always  a  grateful 
and  an  acceptable  duty,  whilst  to  withhold 
them  gave  an  appearance  of  niggard! inecs 
and  alMencc  of  generosity.  Hence  it  too 
frequently  happened  that  governments  were 
too  apt  to  fall  into  the  error  of  a  pnnligal 
distriDUtion  of  rewards.  And  in  discus- 
ring  this  topic,  it  ouffht  not  to  be  for- 
flotten  that  every  fresh  error  of  this  sort 
invariably  afforded  a  ground  and  an  argu- 
ment for  further  errors  of  the  same  ae« 
acription.  Every  mistake  that  the  legisla- 
ture was  guiltv  of  in  a  too  lavish  distribu- 
tion of  rewaras  naturally  and  necessarily 
led  to  an  increase  in  the  demand.  It  was 
impossible  to  withhold  from  one  distin- 
guished individual  similar  rewards  to  those 

which  hadbe«n  cgoferied  vpoa  anotber  for 


services  of  the  same  nature ;  and  thus  we 
went  on  from  time  to  time,  step  by  step, 
and  little  by  little,  gradually  raising  and 
increasing  the  scale  of  rcwanis  given  for 
public  service,  until  at  length  tney  came 
to  constitute  an  enormous  item  in  the 
public  exi>enditure,  and  to  take  a  con. 
spicuoiis  place  amongst  the  burdens  which 

f)rcsscd  most  heavily  upon  the  nation  at 
arge.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  re- 
marked, that  whilst  this  increase  in  the 
scale  of  rewanls  was  going  on,  no  corrcs- 
|)onding  increase  was  given  to  the  incen. 
tive  to  the  discharge  of  public  duty.  He 
thought  that  in  the  very  case  now  under 
their  consideration  the  House  was  falling 
into  this  error.  Why  was  it  that  it  was 
now  deemed  necessary  to  grant  this  great 
reward  of  a  uccrtige,  accompanied  by  a 
pension  for  three  lives,  to  Lord  Keaiie? 
Because  the  House  of  Commons  had 
adopted  with  too  great  facility,  or  without 
due  reserve,  former  propositions  of  this 
kind,  and  because  the  Goveniment  by  a  too 
lavish  distribution  of  those  rewards  whidi 
cost  the  country  nothing,  which,  norc 
sparingly  administered  produced  a  great 
effect  on  men's  minds,  had  rendered  those 
rewards  valueless  in  the  estimation  of  those 
who  would  otherwise  be  ambitious  of  at- 
taining them.  Was  it  not  remarkable, 
that  at  the  end  of  twenty-six  years  peace, 
during  which  no  great  naval  or  milifaiy 
service  had  been  performed,  and  in  the 
process  of  which  few  additional  claiois  to 
reward  or  distinction  could  have  ariseii 
beyond  those  which  existed  at  the  end  of 
the  war — was  it  not  remarkable  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  we  should  find 
the  number  of  those  who  were  members  of 
the  great  military  Order  of  the  Bath,  as 
high  as  when  the  |ieace  of  Europe  was  re- 
stored ?  He  believed,  that  if  a  wise  policy 
had  been  pursued  in  this  respect — if  tlie 
distinction  conferred  by  admission  to  the 
Order  of  the  Bath  had  been  husbanded, 
and  reserved  for  cases  only  of  dtstinguished 
service  and  merit,  the  GoTemment  would 
have  had  a  chei4),  and  at  the  same  time  a 
satisfactory  mode  of  rewarding  such  ser- 
vices as  were  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  Every  consideration,  there* 
fore,  induced  him  to  believe,  that  it  was  a 
wise  policy  not  to  distribute  these  rewards 
with  great  profusion.  If  he  came  to  ap- 
ply that  principle  to  the  case  which  was 
now  before  the  House,  and  were  lo  cjca- 
mine  into  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
services  performed  by  Lord  Keane  which 
they  were  called  uuod  to  reward,  he  was 

aware  that  be  ihottid  find  great  dificoltj  b 
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explaining  the  considerations  which  oper- 
ated in  his  own  mind^  and  impelled  him  to 
take  the  course  he  was  now  pursuing.    He 
thought,  upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  better 
that  he  should  not  attempt  to  do  so,  be- 
cause he  felt,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to 
enter  into  that  explanation  without  letting 
fall  remarks  or  using  words  that  might  be 
construed  possibly,  though  much  aeainst 
his  intention,  as  evincing  a  disposition  to 
disparage  or  diminish  the  value  of  the  ser« 
vices  of  Lord  Keane,  and  the  brilliance  of 
the  exploits  of  the  army  that  acted  under 
his  command.     This  was  a  question  which, 
after  all,  must  be  left  to  the  mind  of  every 
man ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  when  he  looked 
at  the  nature  of  the  service  on  which  Lord 
Keane  was  employed,  and  at  the  achieve- 
ments he  performed^  he  was  bound,  stand- 
ing in  that  House,  to  declare  that  he  did 
not  tliink  upon  the  whole  that  those  ser- 
vices were  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify 
the  legislature  in  granting  a  pecuniary 
provision,  not  only  to  Lord  Keane  himself^ 
but  to  his  two  immediate  successors.     He 
thought  that   the  services  performed  by 
Lord  Keane  might  very  justly  and  very  pro- 
perly have  been  rewarded  by  the  highest 
nonours  that  could  be  conferred,  without 
calling  upon  Parliament  for  a  provision  of 
the  nature  now  proposed.  He  thought,  also 
that  the  case  would  have  amply  justified 
an  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  favour  of  Lord  Keane  him- 
self i    but,  for  one,  he  had  the  greatest 
possible  reluctance  to  granting  these  pen- 
sions, not  only  in  possession  to  the  person 
who  performed  the  service,  but  in  rever- 
sion to  those  who  succeeded    him.    This 
he  thought  a  very  dangerous  principle  ,- 
and  although  in  each  particular  case  the 
burden,  when  compared  with  the  revenue 
of  this  great  country,  appeared  to  be  very 
trifling  and  insignificant,  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  how  great  was  the  tendency  of 
rases  of  this  kind  to  accumulate  and  run 
up.     A  pension  granted  now  might  last  for 
a  long  series  of  years.     In  the  mean  time, 
otlier  demands  of  the  same  nature  arose 
and  were  conceded,  so  that  at  length  an 
accumulation  was  formed,  that  became  a 
large  and   sensible   burden  upon  the  re- 
sources of  the  country.     He  could  not  but 
remember,   that  in  the  form  of  half-pay 
and   pensions,  and    what  was  commonly 
called  '*  dead  weight,"  the  burdens  upon 
the  finances  of  the  country  were  now  so 
great,  as  in  many  instances  to  have  com- 
pelled Parliament  to  postpone  grants  for 
active  service  which  he  thought  were  very 


urgently  required.    In  fact^  die  weight  of 
these  demands  had  been  in  times  past,  and 
were  still,  very  severely  felt.    The  princi- 
ple of  the  whole  was  the  same ;  and  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
prevent    any    further    accumulation    of 
charges  of  this  description.     He  was  per- 
fectly aware,  >v'hen  he  urged  this  argu- 
ment, that  he   was  performing  a  hi^ly 
invidious  duty.     It  was  a  strong  sense  of 
the  duty  he  o\i  ed  to  those  who  sent  him 
there  that  coni|»elled  him  to  do  so.     He 
thought,  that  the  Members  of  that  House^ 
in  the  discharge  of  the  task  for  which  they 
were   responsible    to    their    constituents, 
namely,  in  watching  over  the  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  country,  were  not  at  liberty 
to  be  guided  by  their  own  feelings  of  what 
it  might  be  liberal  and  pleasing  to  do  in 
behalf  of  a  bi  ave  and  gallant  man.    They 
were  bound  to  apportion  rewards  for  pub« 
He  service,  not  upon  that  principle,  bat 
upon  the  conviction  of  what  they  oelieved 
necessary,  and  no  more  than  necessary,  to 
stimulate  and    encourage    merit    in  the 
public  service  in  general.     That  was  the 
only  principle  upon  which,  in  his  opinion, 
rewards  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  given. 
He  was  well  aware,  that  his  objections 
were  liable    to  this  answer— that   Lord 
Keane  having  been  now  made  a  Peer,  it 
would  be  extremely  unjust  and  cruel  if 
the  House  were  to  refuse  to  him,  and  to 
his  immediate  successors,  a  pension  cor.- 
responding  to  the  rank  he  had  attained* 
He  was  not  prepared  to  deny  the  force  of 
that  argument.     He  confessed,  that  that 
was  a  consideration  that  had  weighed  with 
him,  and  had  increased  the  difficulty  that 
had  attended  his  making  up  his  mind  to 
give  the  vote  that  he  had  determined  to 
give  upon  the  present  occasion.     It  had, 
also,  made  him  greatly  wish,  that  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  when  a  pension  was  consi* 
dered  as  a  necessary  accompaniment  to  a 
peerage,  that  the  custom  were  different, 
and  that  instead  of  granting  a  peerage  in 
the  first  place,  and  then  coming  to  the 
House  of  Commons  for  a  pension,  the  op- 
posite course  were  observed,  and  the  grant- 
ing of  the  peerage  made  contingent  upon 
the   obtaining  a  pension.     He  thou^t, 
that  that  would  be  a  far  better,  a  fiir  wiser, 
and  a  fur  more  reasonable  coiurse  of  pro- 
ceeding.    He  was,  however,  <^uite  aware, 
that  it  had  not  been  the  practice— he  was 
quite  aware  that  a  difierent  rule  had  hi- 
therto been  acted  upon.     He  did  not  com- 
plain, therefore,  of  what  had  been  done  in 
this  case.    But  as  the  rule  (an  unwise  one 
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In  Ilia  opinion)  had  been  acted  unon,  he 
was  Iwunil  not  to  lytnMa  the  hardship  to 
the  Individual,  but  lo  consider  whttlier,  if 
tho  whole  matter  were  now  brou^t  bc- 
ftwc  tlw  HuuM  for  the  first  time — whctlicr 
irthe  iwemge  had  not  been  granted,  lie 
should  liic  i)repnrcd,  as  a  Member  "f  tlie 
floUKV,  to  ii)ii>ruve  of  tho  grant  t.f  tlit 
jtcniii'in  anil  tlie  peerage  ti)<jetlicr.  That 
was  the  ii|iinir)n  wiiieh  substanttully  he  felt 
hiniiwlf  called  uiHm  In  givcj  liecansc  the 
Crown  posbessvil  an  utidiiiihted  right  to 
confer  honours  accordiiifr  Id  its  own  dh- 
cretion,  anil  tlic  Ministers  of  tlie  Cr-nrii 
were  rut|)onsibte  for  the  advice  which  thcy 

Savc  to  the  Crown  in  the  dibtriliuliou  iif 
«  marks  of  honnur  an<l  distinotiim  ;  but 
if  if  were  the  clear  and  nnduubted  riglit  of 
tho  Crown  tn  grant  ttioiie  honours,  it  was 
eqiiiiDy  the  cliar  uud  umliiubted  riglit  of 
the  Mouse  of  Coujoions— nay,  it  was  the 
incumbcnl  duty  of  the  Himsc  to  exercise 
a  »cry  severe  duicretion  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  the  increase  of  the  burtlcns  upon 
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that  he  liai  stftled,  with  the  ability  which 
belong*  to  him,  and  with  the  temper  And 
respect  proper  to  be  observed  towanit  tin 
individnal  wlio  is  ibe  object  of  ilie  rote, 
the  general  principles  u|>on  which  he  in 
disposed  to  proceed  wjrh  respect  to  pro. 
positions  of  tbis  nature;  bcc;insp,  being 
of  an  cntiirly  opposite  opinion  from  that 
expressed  by  my  noble  Friend,  his  (pcech 
gives  me  at  least  an  opportunity  of  stating 
the  views  which  I  entertain  upon  the  sul^ 
ject,  and  of  putting  fairly  lo  the  House 
the  lASUt^  upon  wbich  our  adverse  opinjoni 
aie  tu  l)c  Uceided.  My  iinhlc  I''iieud 
■peaks,  iu  the  tirsl  place,  i>f  the  practice 
of  ancient  limes.  He  tells  ut  that  the  Hu- 
mans observed  ^rcat  parsimony  iu  the 
distribution  of  rewat<ls  for  [lublic  service  : 
and  that  Quecu  Elizibeth  and  some  of 
tht  ulUer  great  sovereigns  of  ihii  country 
had  observed  a  iimilar  frugality.  It  'u  lo 
be  recollected,  with  rcs|>ect  to  those  pe- 
riods,both  ofancieiU  and  of  modern  history, 
ly  noble  Friend  liai  adverted, 


thefmanccsof  the  kinffhini.     That  being    ji,j,(   ^^cre  were   then  very  diflerent   r.-' 
tho  case,  although  he  fcare-i  that  the  ho-    „„j,  ,„  .     .„,;„„,,       .  n„„.„  ™„.,.i 


tho  case,  although  he  feared  that  the  ho- 
nour conferred  npon  l^rd  Keane  might  be 
rather  an  incumbrance  tliuiia  reward,  and 


^        ^  B  should  regret  tli: 

Stance,  yet  he  was  bound  to  keep  his  judg- 


greatly 

stance, ,  . .        .     _ 

meat  unUassctl,  and  to  give  his  vote  upon 
those  ^Toat  coii^derafioDs  of  nublic  {wficy 
to  which  lie  had  already  ailvertcd.  He 
would  not  «ld  any  further  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  tlio  vote  he  intended  to  give,  ex- 
cept once  more  to  declare,  that  he  gave  it 
with  iinfcisiied  reluctance,  and  that  it  was 
not  incouBiatent  with  the  decliir:ili"ii  that 
he  set  a  very  liigli  value  mi  the  scivici's  nf 
Lord  Kcaiic,  and  of  the  army  under  his 
command;  and  that  it  proceeded  solely 
rrom  a  convictinn,  that  if  grants  of  this 
nature  wcrv  tu  |ms»  by  as  tnattcrs  of  course 
— if  no  individual  wmild  take  upon  lilni- 
sclf  tliu  oilious  and  unpleasant  iluty  nf 
ndsiu^  liis  viiiie  iigaiiisl  tlnin,  they  would 
gradually  incf.-aM-  .nd  niulti,,ly,gra,lually 
become  mon<  ami  more  lonimon,  until  at  »[  Kli 
length  the  anioiiut  of  M'rrice  to  lu'ipiire 
tliem  becoming  lees  and  li>ss,  the  higher 
rewards  for  more  distingtii sited  services, 
woiihl  have  tu  Im  scrcwcti  up  anil  iHt;rrase<l 
in  onlcr  to  retain  their  relative  value.  It 
wan  this  Hiroiig  cimvietion  that  impnsed 
ii|tun  him  llie  duty— a  duty  frnni  which  he 
could  not  shriuk — of  dci-hiring  his  disap- 
pndiatimi  »f  tlic  vote  now  pmiKtscd. 

I.cird  John  UumiUi  Although  I  rrgrrt 
that  my  noble  Friend  ihtiiks  it  nGt!i'<isary 
to  up[iosc  this  vote,  yet  1  am  not  si^riy 


wards  lo  be  attained.  A  Itoinan  general 
relumed  from  a  successful  campaign,  la- 
den with  spoil*,  and  retired  with  a  pri- 
vate treasury  tilled  wiih  the  produce  of 
those  spoils.  This  occurred  at  a  lime 
when  Ihcy  were  often  io  ignorant  of  the 
value  of  what  ihey  had  obtained,  lliat 
one  of  the  gieatest  of  them,  haring  k- 
qulreil  a  great  number  of  works  of  art  of 
tlie  highest  order,  and  ranking  highest  in 
the  estimation  uf  those  capable  of  apprc- 
cinling  ilieni,  made  a  contract  with  the 
ship-owner,  by  whom  they  were  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  conqueror's  home,  that  if 
they  should  suffer  shipwreck,  or  be  injund 
upon  t  he  passage,  he  (theshi  p.owner)shauld 
be  bound  to  supply  other  works  of  an  nf 
ec[uiil  merit.  Such  was  the  spirit,  and 
such  the  understanding,  upon  which  a 
general  ol  ancient  limes  entered  upon  the 
service  uf  his  country.  .And  in  the  days 
hi'ih.  Mere  there  not  great  rfiwarda 
of  the  same  kind  >  Did  not  Sir  Francis 
Drake  bring  home  treasures  of  silver  that 
would  probably  shock  our  eyes,  if  di^ 
playc<l  as  a  part  of  the  conquest  of  Lord 
Keane  ?  What,  indeed,  should  we  say,  If 
we  saw  waggon. londs  of  silver  drawn 
through  the  streets  to  I^rd  Keanc's  hoase 
as  the  result  uf  his  campaign  in  AITghanis- 
tan?  In  the  days  of  Klitabeth,  public 
men,  too,  were  rewarded  by  high  privi- 
Icy:('s  and  ureal  miumpotics,  which  in  our 
lime  would  nevei  for  a  moDenl  be  tub- 
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fnitted  to.  Were  tiot  Ih^  Cecils  rewarded  f 
Was  not  Sir  Waiter  Raleigh  rewarded? 
I  belive   Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  about 
3,000/.  a-year  granted  to  him  by  Elizabeth 
*— a  sum  as  compared  with  which  2,000/. 
a*yel\r  in  the  present  day  was  utterly  in- 
significant.    If  we  come  down  to  far  more 
modern  times  —  which    I   need   not   go 
through,   as  my   noble   Friend  has   not 
followed  them — but  if  we  come  down  al- 
most to  our  own  day,  we  must  remember 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Crown  to 
give  great  offices,  to  grant  large  sinecures, 
to  give  large   pensions,  and   to   bestow 
great  rewards  on  those  who  had  performed 
high  service  to  the  Crown.     All  that  has 
since  been  abolished.     Of  late  years  the 
House  of  Commons  has  said,  1  think  very 
rightly  and  properly^  that  it  shall  not  be 
left  entirely  in  the  discretion  of  the  Crown 
to  make  these  large  money  grants — that 
the  consent  of  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  first  required ;  and  then  it  was 
always  added,  **  who  can  ever  doubt  that 
if  there  is  a  real  service  performed — if  it  is 
not  a  Job  to  serve  a  political  friend,  but  a 
bondJldegnLni  to  reward  a  naval  or  military 
man  who  has  performed  valuable  service  for 
his  Country — who  can  ever  doubt  that  the 
House  of  Commons,  under  such  circum- 
stances, would  show  its  gratitude  ?    Who 
can  ever  doubt  but  that  the  House  of 
Commons  would  be  too  happy  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  Crown  in  rewarding  these 
merits?^    It  was  said,  further,  that   it 
would  be  an  additional  satisfaction  to  the 
individuals  who  had  performed  good  ser- 
vice to  find  that  they  were  not  only  gra- 
ci6uslY  rewarded  by  their  Sovereign,  but 
that  tne  voices  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  House  of  Lords  were  likewise  iii 
their  fbvour ;  and  this,  it  was  added,  could 
not  fail  to  make  whatever  reward  was  be- 
stowed  more  acceptable  to  those  upon 
whom  it  was  conferred.     Such  was  the 
language  held  in  Parliament  when  it  was 
proposed  to  abolish  the  large  pensions  and 
places,  and  Other  sources  of  reward  pre- 
viously held  by  the  Crown.    Then,  I  ask, 
is  this  a  Cdse,  or  Is  It  not  a  case,  in  which 
valuable  service  has  been  performed  ?    I 
have  stated   before,  that  last  year  the 
House  had  an  opportunity  of  fully  consi- 
dering, and  did  lully  consider  and  fully 
testify,  by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  those 
beat  qualified  to  Judge  the  value  of  the 
services  performed  by  Lord  Keane.    Like 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  op- 
posite>  I  put  aside  the  question  of  poliey. 


I  do  not  ask  you  to  give  any  opinion  ai  to 
the  policy  of  the  ex|^ition  in  which  Lord 
Keane  was  employed.     I  will  even  go  for* 
ther,  and  suppose  that  that  policy  wai 
entirely  wrong— that  the  Government  ak 
home,  and  Lord  Auckland  in  India,  wem 
whollv  mistaken  in  the  policy  which  in* 
duced  them  to  direct  a  British  army  10 
cross  the  Indus,  and  to  enter  AflghanistaA 
for  the  purpose  of  deposing  Dost  Maho- 
med, and  of  placing  Shah  Soojah  upon 
the  throne.     I  will  suppose  that  policy  to 
have  been  wholly  mistaken ;  but  tell  me 
if  Lord  Keane,  having  crossed  the  Indus 
—having  even  surmounted  the  difficuUiea 
of  the  Bolan  pass^-had  found  the  hostile 
tribes  loo  numerous,  or  the  dangers  and 
length  of  the  march  greater  than  hi^  small 
force  could  accomplish — if,  under  stich 
circumstances,    he    had    failed    in   thai 
courage,    fortitude,    and    petisevertittce, 
which  distinguished  him,  and  had  retreated 
from  the  enterprise,  what  would    then 
have  been  the  aangers  to  which  our  em- 
pire in  the  East  would  have  been  elposedt 
And  if  we  had  been  obliged  to  come  down 
to  this  House,  as  probably  we  should  have 
been  obliged,  to  ask  for  an  addiUon  of 
5,000  or  10,000  men  to  the  army,  t6  re- 
store the  moral  force  which  Lord  Keane^a 
abandonment  6f  the   enterprise   woidd 
have  weakened,  if  not  lost— and  if  we  liad 
proposed  an  expense  of  120,0001.,  or  per- 
haps 300,000/.  a-year  more  to  suppott 
that  addition  to  the  army— would  it  not 
have  been  necessary  for  the  House  df 
Commons  to  have  incurred  the  expense, 
however  great,  to  support  the  integrity  of 
our  Indian  empire?    Be  it  recollected, 
that    this    is     an     empire    comprising 
90,000,000  of  subjects;   and  a  military 
expedition  undertaken  that  should  not  ht 
successful — which  should  not  have  thn 
brilliant  results  of  Lord  Keane^s,  in  wbk^ 
such  a  place  as  Ghuznee  was  attack^ 
and  taken  in  a  few  hours,  would  be  tiH' 
lowed  by  most  calamitous  effects,  and  ti6t 
only  by  most  calamitous  effects   to  tbto 
empire  itself,  but  by  most  eipensive  votea 
in  this  House.    Therefore,  with  the  vtwlkr 
to  economy  alone,  to  acknowledge  these 
great  services— to  tell  men  who  nave  de- 
served well  that  we,  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, concur  with  the  CrOwn  in  thinking 
they  have  behaved  well — and  tberebjf  to 
encourage  other  men  to  behave  in  a  aimi- 
lar  manner,  is,  after  all,  upon  the  mei« 
consideration  of  pounds,  shillings,  und 
pence,  the  wiaest  and  the  cheapest  courite 
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ji^,  'Jf  ny  nouie    ous  a£cers  who  happened  to  pommi  taf- 

<c  scf  viCes  pt:r> .  dcient  property  to  maintam  the  rank  in 

«-=  ^ci  ui  ^udicient  I  which  they  wcf-i  raised,  and  who  conld, 

...  :ji    \iiy  hi§n  re«ar<i.  f  therefore,  accept  the  honour  witbonl  diffi- 

;«.  i^uitUcui  Ji  ai .'  3obi«:  j  culty    10   theaiielves,   or   injury  to   their 

.d.  -V  .^^.cis^crw  :nucu  ::iat  we    famil:e«,  and  it  would  not  offer  peerages 

to  thode  meiitorioQs  officers  who  had  not 
sufficient  property  to  sustain  the  rank.  1 
hare  said,  that  the  doctrine  of  my  noble 
Friend  was  not  consistent  with  the  just 
and  acknowledged  prerogatire  of  the 
Crown — is  it  a  doctrine  favourable  to  de- 
mocracy ?  Suppose  the  Crown  had  said 
to  the  Grahams,  the  Hopes,  the  Cottons, 
and  others  of  the  distinguished  officers 
who  served  in  the  last  great  war,  "  You 
are  all  possessed  of  large  estates — you 
have  great  property — you  can  support  any 
dignity,  any  honour  that  we  choose  to 
confer  upon  you  ;  therefore,  you  shall  all 
have  peerages ;  but  with  regard  to  other 
officers,  whose  services  have  not  been  less 
valuable,  nor  less  brilliant,  we  find  that 
they  have  very  little  property  and  would 
not  be  able  to  support  the  peerage,  which 
otherwise  they  have  well  earned,  and  we 
should  be  quite  ready  to  confer,  without 
going  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  a 
pension,  and  as  the  House  of  Commons  is 
not  disposed  to  grant  pensions  for  services 
of  this  nature,  there  tore  they  shall  not 
have  ]>ecrages."  If  the  noble  Lord's  views 
were  adopted,  that  must  be  the  doctrine 
of  the  advisers  of  the  Crown ;  and  a  doc- 
trine more  hostile  to  the  true  rights  and 
merits  of  those  who  rise  from  the  demo- 
cracy of  this  country  cannot  be  imagined. 
It  would  be  at  once  to  say,  *'  The  great 
naval  or  military  officer  who  obtains  a 
brilliant  victory,  and  has,  at  the  same 
time,  a  large  amount  of  private  property, 
shall  be  made  a  peer  ;  bul  he  who  has  not 
this  advantage — who  is  a  younger  brother 
or  a  poor  man,  shall  be  refused  the  dis- 
tinction to  which  his  services  would  justly 
entitle  him."  It  has  been  a  favourite 
doctrine  with  some  gentlemen — amongst 
others,  I  think,  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny — a  doctrine  in  which  I  have 
always  been  very  happy  to  concur — that  in 
the  army  the  ojtportunity  should  be  given 
fur  men  to  rise  from  the  ranks— that  com- 
missiuns  Nhouid  be  given  to  them — and  that 
the  piivate  soldier  should  not  be  deprived  of 
u  bhare  of  thai  promotion  which  is  the 
proper  reward  ut  nierir.  That  doctrine 
is  a  jusi  one,  and  of  Ijte  years  it  has 
been  acted  upon  by  ilio  Cummandrr-in- 
chicf.     Let  us  suppose  that  one  of  those 


M  :,  ...*.%;»».'«  \'nt  ^OiiLinue  '.ms  Jtunutcy  co 
.j,.^  "O,*-^  *  .*«  iitii  leirs*  1  have 
w^vJkLj'  js,ai:^U  .Jac  1  Xuoweu,  .n  'Jils  rc- 
^vv:.»  :j<  :\jajric  '.nat  waii  sec  in  the 
,.*;,;  L^.JL  I-j«Le,  and  oi  many  other 
■tK  i^^.f.^^i  Jiiuiiry  men  who  served  in 
:ac  ^:ca;  -jr  '•J^hicu  terminated  in  1815. 
'3u;.  '  .JiJk,  .:  s  X  ."edionable  course  to 
^'ii.'suc.  It  sei.ms  lu  me  that  you  cannot 
well  od'er  a  pcemge  to  a  man  whose  cir- 
cuossLiuccs  are  not  atilueut,and  who  would 
not  have  ihe  means  of  supporting  the  dig- 
nity you  proposed  to  confer  upon  him. 
I  know  that  Lord  Seaton,  and  Lord 
Keane,  and  many  other  distinguished 
otikersy  would  say,  "If  I  am  offered  a 
peerage,  and  a  peerage  alone,  I  must  con- 
sider that,  if  I  accept  it.  I  shall  be  placing 
my  son  in  a  conspicuous  situation,  as  a 
peer  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  deprive  him  of  many  walks  of 
professional  life  in  which  a  respectable 
income  might  be  acquired ;  therefore, 
with  all  deference  to  the  Crown,  which 
oflTers  me  this  reward,  I  must  beg  to  de- 
cline it."  This  would  l>c  the  common 
operation  of  the  offer  to  confer  honorary 
distinctions  unaccompanied  by  pecuniary 
reward.  My  noble  Friend  says,  that  the 
peerage  should  not  be  ofTcred  till  the  grant 
from  the  House  of  Commons  had  been 
first  obtained — that  is  to  say,  that  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  decision  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  differ  entirely  from  that 
doctrine.  1  hold  it  to  be  an  unconstitu- 
tional doctrine.  I  will  never,  as  a  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown,  bring  forward  a  propo- 
sition for  a  grant  of  money  with  the  view 
of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  to  whether  any  individual 
should  be  made  a  peer  or  not.  I  would 
not  put  into  the  Speaker's  hands  the 
question,  "  ay"  or  ••  no,"  whether  Lord 
Keane  should  be  made  a  peer  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  With  the  respect  that 
I  undoubtedly  entertain  towards  this 
House,  I  do  not  think  that  that  would  be 
n  course  proper  for  me  to  pursue.  Un- 
questionably the  Crown  would  do  no  such 
ihini:.  I  t^^H  you  what  the  Crown  would 
do,  and  what  it  would  be  obliged  to  do — 
It  would  giant  peerages  to  those  mcriton- 
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men  who  have  risen  from  the  rankfl — the 
son,  perhaps  of  a  small  fanner,  or  of  a  la. 
bourer — suppose  him   in    a  situation   of 
command^  and  that    it  falls  to   his    lot 
to  achieve  one  of  those  brilliant   victo- 
ries that  immortalize  his  name,  and  asso- 
ciate it  with   the  history  of  his  country 
by  services  that  can  never  be  forgotten — 
suppose,  in   such  a  case,  the  advisers  of 
the  Crown  were  to  say  to  him,    'Hf  yon 
were  a  rich  man,  we  should  feel  it  our 
duty  to  advise  the  Sovereign  to  confer  a 
peerage  upon  you  ;   but  as  you  are  a  poor 
man,  and  an  obscure  man,  having  no  for- 
tune to  support  any  dignity  that  may  be 
offered  you,  and  as  the   House  of  Com- 
mons are  not  disposed  to  make  any  pecu- 
niary provision  for  men  in  your  situation, 
we  are  under  the  necessity  of  refusing  yon 
the   highest  honour  to  which  a  British 
subject  can  aspire — the  honour  of  being 
admitted  to  the  British  peerage."  I  think, 
upon  all  these  grounds,  whether  with  re- 
gard to  the  comparison  between   ancient 
and  modern  times,  or  the  comparison  be- 
tween the  times  of  our  fathers,  and  those 
in  which  we  live  ourselves,  or  with  regard 
to  the  services  performed  by  Lord  Keane, 
his  admirable  fortitude — nis  indomitable 
courage — his  happy  maintenance  of  dis- 
cipline,   and    his    brilliant    conquest    at 
Gbusnee — I    say   that,    upon    ail    these 
grounds,  and   upon  the   ground  of  sup- 
porting  the   Crown   in   a  grant  of  this 
nature,  by   a   vote  from    the   House   of 
Commons  as  due  to  merit,  whether  it  be 
merit  in  a  rich  man  or  a  poor  man,  and 
lastly,  upon  the  ground  that  the  vote  is  not 
proposed  by  her  Majesty's  advisers  for  any 
object  of  a  party  or  political  character,  but 
simply  and  purely  for  services  rendered  to 
the  nation ; — upon    all   these  grounds,  I 
confidently  ask  the  support  of  the  House 
to  the  resolution  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
submitting  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  amid  cries  of  ''ques- 
tion,'* and  '*  divide.*'  He  said  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies,  looked  but  a  short  way 
before  him  when  he  called  in  question  the 
arguments  of  the  noble  Lord  below  him 
(Lord  Howick.)  That  noble  Lord  had  ob- 
jected to  the  granting  Peerages  except  for 
great  and  extraordinary  conduct ;  and  more 
so,  to  the  giving  a  *  pension  in  the  present 
state  of  the  dead  weight  and  burdens  on  the 
peoole.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  agreed  with  the 
noble  Lord.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  wished  to 
ask  the  noUe  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russelh  who 
supported  the  present  motion^  whetner  in 
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the   appeal   he   had  just  made   to  that 
House,  he  meant,  that  they  should  create 
hereditarr  Peers  at  the  present  day,  and 
pension  ttiem  now  with  the  certainty  that 
they  would  have  them  beggars  at  the  third 
generation  ?    When  notice  of  the  present 
motion  had  been  given,  he  (Mr.  Hume), 
had   at   once   intimated   his  intention  of 
opposing  it,  and  was  not  then  acquainted 
with  the  charge  made  by  the  Indian  news- 
papers against  Lord  Keane— that  had  not 
originated   his   opposition.     In   the   first 
place,  he  objected  to  the  principle  of  an 
aristocracy  pensioned  by  the  people,  as  it 
was  proposed  to  do  to   Lord  Keane^  be- 
cause he  had  not  fortune  to  support  the 
rank  conferred  upon  him.     He  dia  not,  by 
any  means,  object  to  the  prerogative  of  the 
Queen.    Let  her  create  as  many  Peers  as 
she  pleased;  let  her  make  shoals  of  Dukes, 
Mai^uesses,  and  Viscounts.  The  more  die 
made,  the  less  value  would  be  attached  to 
the  Peerage.  He  made  no  objection  to  that; 
but  he  objected  strongly  to  the  practice 
which  haa  of  late  years  been  adopted  in 
this  country,  that  of  creating  peers  who 
had  not  the  means  of  supporting  the  dig- 
nity of  the  station  to  which  they  were  an- 
vanced.    He  could  not  suppose  that  the 
noble  Lord  meant  to  say,  that  the  Queen 
of  this  country  could  be  properly  supported 
by  an  aristocracy,  who  were  to  be  supported 
tiiemselves  by  pensions  from  the  people*  If 
the  noble  Lord's  argument  meant  any- 
thing, it  meant,  that  as  the  Queen  had 
created  Sir  John  Keane  a  Peer,  we  were 
bound,  by  a  vote  out  of  the  taxes,  to  sup- 
port the  family  of  that  Peer.     According 
to  the  noble  Lord's  observations,  it  ap- 
peared, that  the  son  of  Lord  Keane^  being 
the  son  of  a  Peer,  would  be  prevented  from 
engaging  in  any  professional  occupation'^^to 
provide  the  means  of  supporting  himself, 
and  that  it  was,  therefore,  incumbent  OH 
the  nation  to  give  the  son  and  ffrandson 
pensions:  and  thus,  by  only  providing  for 
the  dignity  of  the  Peerage,  up  to  the  secood 
generation  from  Lord  Keane,  they  were  in 
a  manner  admitting,  that  the  fourth  Fber 
necessarilv  must  be  a  beggar.    Thus,  to 
support  that  dignity,  the  noble  Lord  ap- 
pealed to  the  representatives  of  thepeople, 
and  called  on  them  for  a  pension.   Did  the 
noble  Lord,  he  would  again  ask,  mean  to 
say,  that  the  honour  and  interest  of  the 
Crown  would  be  best  supported  by  an 
aristocracy  which  should  be  supported  lif 
the  vote  of  that  House  from  the  taxet  of 
the  country  ?    There  was  a  sufficiency 'of 
experience  before  them,  to  make  tttem 
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fW^(i\\  in  »uch  ToteA  as  the  present.  If  he 
Witt  ask^  Jut  examules,  he  could  point  to 
llk^  iwn^icm  list,  and  there  they  would  find 
^hiJe  Aimilies,  widows,  sons,  and  daugh- 
tw».  annually  n'ceiving  money  from  the 
taxrSi  because  their  husbands  and  fathers 
\^(kre  poor,  and  had  been  created   Peers. 
The  House  of  Commons  ought  not  to  al- 
low the  public  money  thus  to  go  to  the 
penniouin)(  of  Peers,  who  would  be  here* 
after,  of  course,  jiensioners,  and  subservi- 
ent  to  the  purposes  of  the  Government, 
and   depend   upon   the    Crown  for  their 
support.     If  the  creating  a  Peer  was  such 
an  honour  as  the   noble  Lord  described^ 
could  he  not  udopt  the  plan  of  making 
life   Peers,  and  limit  the  pension^  if  any 
was  given,   to  the  one    individual.     By 
that  system    of   creating   pauper    peers, 
they  destroyed  the  value,  if  any  was  at- 
tached to  the  honour  3    and  he  could  not 
but  think,  that  it  would  have  been  more 
honourable   to   Sir  John  Keane   to   have 
made  him  a  life  peer  on  his  military  al- 
lowances, than  to  make  him  and  his  family 
pensioners,   as  they  were  now   proposing 
to  do.      The    right,    hon.   Baronet,   the 
Member  for  Tamworth,   had   sai<i,  that 
he  approved  of  the  justice  and  policy  of 
the  present  moti!;n  ;  thut  was,  he  thought, 
the  reward  of  a  peerage  was  not  too  great, 
and  that  it  was  sound  policy  to  make  Peers, 
who  had  not  income  enough  to  support 
that  station,  and  render  it  necessary  that 
the  people  should  be  taxed  to  enable  them 
to  support  the  dignity  of  their  Peerage. 
This  was  the  ground  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  thought  this  motion  ju»t  in 
principle,   and  sound  in    policy.     L/Zear, 
hear!  and  Laughter. "]     He  (Mr.  Hume) 
thought,  that  the  present  whs  not  a  time 
fur  levity,  but  a  time  in  which  they  should 
look  to  the  distressed  htate  of  the  country, 
and  take  care  what  they  were  about.  This 
was  not  a  time  for  increasing  in  such  a 
manner  the  present  burdens  of  the  people, 
when  misery  and  wretchedness  existed  to 
so  great  an  extent  in  the  kingdom.     Was 
it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  officers  of  the 
Briiiah  army  wanted  such  inducements  as 
those  to  make  them  do  their  duty  ?     Did 
the  soldiers  rcfpiire,  or  did  they  ever  re- 
ceive,   stich    for   their  gallant   conduct? 
His  second  objection,  then,  to  the  prefent 
motion  was,  that  it  was  not  a  welLtimed 
one.     They  had   a  heavier  load  of  uxes 
and  debt  alreadv  than  they  ^ere  able  by 
their   present   income   to  |»ay;    and    the 
House  should  observe,  that  for  the  last 
four  yean,  they  had  a  deficiency  in  the 


revenue  to  the  extent  of  five  millions  ster- 
ling, together  with  a  considerable  incretae 
in  the  military  and  naval  exuenditore  of 
the  country.     The  noble  Lord  had  spoken 
of  the  glory  and  success  which  attended 
the  arms  of  Great  Britain  in  foreign  parts; 
but  he  (Mr.  Hume)  would  call  their  at- 
tention to  the  great  degree  of  misery  and 
distress  which  existed  in  so  many  of  their 
towns  and  tillages  at  home.     This  House 
was  always  ready  to  tax  industry,  and 
not  property  in  that  House,  and  to  take 
money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
whenever  it  was  wanting.     As  an  increase 
of  taxes  must  take  place  to  meet  the  in- 
creased   expenses,   and    to    pay  for  this 
pension,  he  (Mr.  Hume)  hoped  the  rich 
would  lay  on  a  property  tax,  and  ndt  fur- 
ther to  burden  the  necessaries  of  life  as 
they  had  so  heavily  done.     For  his  part, 
he  regretted  the  noble  Lord  below  (Lord 
Howick)  had  not  expressed  his  opinions 
against   pensions    ana    pauper    peerages^ 
i%hen   Lord    Seaton   was  created  a  pen- 
sioner,  and   he  (Mr.  Hume)  would   not 
have  had  to  fight  that  battle  as  he  had 
had   on   that  occasion,   like  the  present, 
almost  single-handed.     In  conclusion,  he 
cont^oled   himself,   that  he  had  done  his 
duty  to  his  constituents  in  endeavouring 
to  prevent  the  extravagance,  and  he  would 
add,  the  injustice  of  the  House,  by  this 
act ;    and  he  announced  his  intention  of 
dividing  the  House  upon  the  motion,  and 
placing   on   record  his    opposition  to   so 
profligate  a  grant  of  money. 

Sir  Hussey  Vivian  bore  testimony,  from 
a  long  and  intimate  acquaintance,  to  the 
merits  ef  Lord  Keane.     In  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny,  he  could  say 
that  the  ofiicers  of  the  British  army  were 
influenced  by  considerations  as  pure  and 
honourable  as  the  oflScers  of  any  aerrice. 
Nine-tenths  of  them  gave  their  services  to 
the  country  gratuitously,  for  they  bought 
their  commissions  for  a  sum  which  would 
purchase  an  annuity  equal  to  the  amount 
of  their  pay,  and  the  only  reward   they 
sought  was  the  acknowledgment  of  their 
country  that  they  had  done  their  duty. 
But  when  an  officer  was  placed  in  an  im- 
portant and  hazardous  situation  like  Lord 
Keane,  and  that  officer,  after  dischar|nng 
with  signal   success  the  im|M>rtant  dutv 
confided   to  him,   was  honoured   by    hts 
sovereign  with  a  call  to  the  peerage,  he 
did  think  that  officer  had  a  right  to  look 
to  the  country  for  the  means  of  eojoTiog  hit 
dignity.     When  the  noble  Lord  (Viaoount 
How  ids;  said,  that  to  grant  the  prspoasJ 
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rewards  would  be  the  means  of  increasing 
the  same  sort  of  rewards  in  future,  he 
forgot  that  the  argument  cut  both  ways  ; 
for,  although  the  present  instance  might 
be  taken  as  a  precedent  in  the  bestowal  of 
future  honours,  yet  it  at  the  same  time 
served  to  stimulate  and  encourage  the  ser- 
vice to  honourable  exertions.  The  noble 
Lord  had  also  complained  that  the  order 
of  the  Bath  had  been  kept  up  to  its  origi- 
nal number ;  but  the  noble  Lord  forgot 
that  there  were  many  officers  who  had 
commanded  regfmenis  in  the  Peninsula 
and  at  Waterloo,  who  well  deserved  to  be 
appointed  lo  the  vacancies  as  they  occur- 
red. With  regard  to  what  had  been  said 
88  to  the  gallant  lord,  the  subject  of  the 
present  discussion,  he  could  only  state 
that  he  firmly  believed  that  he  fully  de- 
served the  honour  proposed  to  be  conferred 
on  him.  He  would  not  go  into  the  history 
of  Lord  Keane's  services,  but  he  would 
advert  to  some  circumstances  well  known 
to  himself,  to  show  that  Lord  Keane  had 
fairly  earned  the  honours  bestowed  on  him. 
The  advance  to  Candahar  was  through 
the  Bolan  pass— a  pass  of  the  most  for- 
midable character;  and  it  was  hardly 
possible  to  imagine  the  degree  of  fortitude 
and  discipline  necessary  to  surmount  its 
difficulties  and  dangers.  After  arriving 
in  Candahar  his  noble  Friend  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  halt  and  refresh  his  army. 
When  he  again  advanced  he  discovered 
that  he  bad  not  the  means  of  transport  for 
his  heavy  artillery  and  his  commissariat, 
and  it  being  necessary,  above  all,  to  pro- 
vision his  army,  be  was  forced  to  abandon 
the  heavy  guns.  Having  been  told,  that 
the  fortress  of  Ghnznee  was  not  very 
strong,  he  thought  it  advisable  to  march 
upon  it,  but  was  surprised  at  finding  how 
strong  it  was.  Having  opened  a  6re  upon 
it  he  found  it  perfectly  hopeless  to  attempt 
to  carry  it  except  by -assault  or  breaching 
a  gate.  He,  therefore,  having  found  a 
gate,  put  into  requisition  Colonel  Pasley*s 
plan  and  blew  it  down,  but  in  consequence 
of  too  much  powder  having  been  employed, 
the  beams  and  part  of  the  masonry  were 
brought  down  with  it,  and  the  breach  was 
so  small  that  the  troops  were  compelled  to 
creep  in  on  their  hands  and  knees.  For- 
tunately a  few  companies  were  enabled  to 
form  before  the  enemy  rallied  from  their 
consternation,  and  the  British  bayonet  did 
the  real.  It  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
decision  of  bta  noble  Friend,  who,  wben  it 
becaitto  a  aerioua  q«iestioD   whethar    be 


ought  to  obey  his  orders  or  not,  that  he 
was  enabled  to  carry  Ohuznee  at  a  mo« 
ment  when  the  whole  of  the  peasantry 
were  prepared  to  take  arms  against  him, 
and  when  Dost  Mahommed  with  12,000 
troops  was  within  a  few  miles  of  him* 
Had  he  failed  or  abandoned  his  attempt, 
it  is  impossible  to  say  what  the  conse* 
quences  would  have  been  ;  as  it  was,  he 
'triumphantly  succeeded,  and  placed  on 
the  throne  the  sovereign  whom  he  was 
ordered  to  restore.  He  thought  his  noble 
Friend  had  well  deserved  the  honours 
bestowed  on  him,  and  he  trusted  the 
House  would  agree  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  Muntz  could  not  consent  to  give  a 
silent  vote,  because,  although  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  vote  against  the  motion,  be 
did  not  wish  any  one  to  infer  from  that, 
that  he  meant  to  disparage  the  services  of 
Lord  Keane.  On  the  contrary,  he  thought 
they  ought  to  be  amplv  and  nobly  re- 
warded, but  still  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
present  motion.  He  conceived  that  Parlia« 
ment  had  a  right  to  tax  the  people  of  the 
present  day,  but  had  no  right  to  tax  a  future 
generation.  It  was  on  this  principle  alone 
that  he  would  vote  against  the  motion^ 

Sir  H,  Hardinge  recollected,  when  the 
military  sinecure  appointments  were  done 
away  with,  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
getting  up  in  his{)1ace  and  stating  that  he 
would  support  the  claims  of  military  Gen- 
tlemen to  rewards.  '^Take,'^  said  the 
hon.  Member,  **  the  military  appointments 
from  the  Crown,  and  any  officer  who 
comes  and  claims  from  the  House  of  Com« 
mens  a  reward  for  his  services  shall  have 
my  vote."  Several  hon.  Members  con- 
curred in  these  views,  but  now;  wben  a 
strong  case  was  made  out  for  compensa- 
tion, the  hon.  Member  turned  round  and 
said  he  did  not  choose  to  create  a  pauper 
aristocracy.  He  thought  such  conduct 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  not  fair. 

Mr.  Brotherton  expressed  a  hope  that 
he  might  be  allowed  to  take  that  oppor- 
tunity of  suggesting  to  her  Majesty's  Oo« 
vernmeut  that  it  would  have  an  important 
influence  on  society,  if  they  would  estab- 
lish some  mode  of  conferring  honours  on 
those  who  distinguished  themselves  in 
saving  life,  and  not  confine  the  highest 
honours  to  the  naval  and  military  profei* 
sions.  It  might  not  be  expedient  in  «U 
cases  to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood' 
for  such  services  m  CapUin  Clegg  per* 
formed  last  year  in  rescuing  from  destrtie-^ 
1  timi  upwards  of  one  hundred  persons ;.  buT 
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he  would  have  our  Sovereign  imitate  the 
conduct  of  the  King  of  ihe  French,  and 
bestow  gold  and  silver  medals  as  honorary 
rewards  for  acts  of  heroism  in  saving  life. 
Such  honours  would  be  highly  estimated, 
and  stimulate  men  to  cultivate  the  arts  of 
peace,  and  illustrate  their  country  by  actA 
of  usefulness. 

Sir  R.  /lenAins  said,  that  he  had  had  the 
honour,  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
the  East- India  Company,  to  propose  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  Lord  Keane ;  and  after 
what  had  occurred,  he  could  not  conceive 
how  any  person  could  object  to  reward 
services  which  had  been  of  so  great  im- 
portance to  the  country. 

General  Johnson  said,  in  voting  against 
the  motion,  he  did  not  mean  to  detract 
from  the  services  of  Lord  Keane,  but  only 
to  do  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  to 
his  constituents. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  thought,  that  on  an 
occasion  of  this  kind,  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  every  Member  to  support  the  pro- 
posed  grant.  When  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite  (Viscount  Howick)  objected,  as  he 
understood  him,  to  military  men  being 
raised  to  the  peerage,  he  thought  there 
were  certain  cases  in  which  this  had  been 
done,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  noble 
Lord's  own  relative,  Sir  Charles  Grey,  who 
had  been  rewarded  for  bis  distinguished 
services  in  the  West  Indies.  Another 
relative  of  the  noble  Lord's,  during  the 
period  of  Earl  Grey's  administration— he 
meant  Sir  Henry  Grey — had  been  made  a 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Bath.  The 
noble  Lord  was  also  a  member  of  that 
Government  which  granted  a  pension  to 
Sir  John  Newport,  to  make  room  for  the 
appointment  of  Lord  Monteagle.  He 
thought,  then,  that  the  noble  Lord  ought 
to  have  been  the  last  person  to  object  to 
a  motion  like  the  present,  which  he  hoped 
the  House  would  at  once  agree  to. 

Viscount  Howick  said,  he  did  not  think  ii 
was  quite  consistent  with  the  rules  of  that 
House,  that  any  Member  should  make 
personal  reference  to  any  other  hon.  Mem- 
ber. Besides,  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
should  recollect  that  the  parties  he  had 
alluded  to  received  titles  only,  not  pen- 
sions. With  respect  to  what  had  fallen 
from  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  he  thought  his  noble  Friend 
had  not  done  justice  to  the  observations 
which  he  had  made.  What  he  stated  was, 
that  they  ought  to  reserve  the  high  rewards 
of  a  pension  and  peerage  to  tl^  greatest 


service.  In  illastration  of  that,  ho  miffiki 
mention  the  fact  that  Lord  Nelsos,  noU 
withstanding  all  his  brilliant  sneoesiai  in 
the  naval  service,  did  not  obtain  ha  peer- 
age or  his  pension  from  Parliament  till 
after  the  battle  of  the  Nile.  Previous  to 
that  engagement  he  had  onl?  the  ordinnrj 
pension  granted  for  wounds  received  in 
the  service. 

Colonel  Salwey  said,  he  meat  vote 
against  the  motion,  merely  because  the 
proposed  grant  was  continued  to  the  sue* 
cessors  of  Lord  Keane.  He  regretted  that 
Government  had  proposed  anything  so 
directly  contrary  to  their  principles^  but  he 
had  been  long  enough  a  Member  of  that 
House  to  know  that  the  contrast  between 
professions  out  of  the  House  end  acta 
within  ir,  was  melancholy  in  the  extreme. 

Mr.  'Protheroe  wished  to  declare  that 
he  should  support  the  motion. 

The  Committee  divided;  Ayes  195; 
Noes  43:  Majority  152. 
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A  brief  statement  of  Lord  Keane's  ServU 
ces  will  be  found  in  the  Appetidix. 

Duties  on  East-Indla  Rom,]J  The 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  on 
the  Customs  Duty  Bill. 

Mr.  Labouchere  moved— 

**  That  it  is  expedient  to  reduce  the  duties 
payable  on  rum  and  rum  shrub,  the  produce 
of  any  British  possession  within  the  limits  of 
the  East-India  Company's  Charter,  to  a  duty 
of  9s,  4f/«  the  gallon. 

Mr.  Goulburn  said,  he  bad  deferred  rising 
to  the  latest  moment,  because,  from  what 
had  passed  on  a  previous  evening  he  had  been 
led  to  expect  that  some  gentleman  would 
have  been  anxious  to  enter  into  tlie  ques^ 
tion  of  the  existence  of  slavery  in  India', 
but  as  no  Gentleman  had  thought  that 
branch  of  the  subject  worthy  of  his  attenl 
tion,  he  should  proceed  to  express  hisviewa 
on  the  question  immediately  before  the 
House; ^namely,  the  alteration  proposed 
bv  the  right  hon.  Member  opposite,  in  the 
discriminating  duties  on  East  and  West^ 
India  rum.  If  he  were  to  enter  into  a  historj^ 
or  defence  of  all  the  discriminating  duties 
which  had  been  established  in  the  diiTereilt 
colonies  of  this  country,  he  would  have  to 
enter  upon  a  subject  too  extensive  for  a 
single  evening*8  discussion.  He  should  than 
confine  himself  to  the  simple  question  before 
the  House,  the  subject  of  the  iietition  whwik 
had  been  presented  by  his  hon.  Friend 
near  him  ( Sir  A.  Grant).  In  dealing  with 
questions  of  this  sort  it  had  genenilly  been 
the  practice  of  GoTemment  to  take  one  of 
two  courses.  Either  having  acquired  such 
inibraiation  as  their  official  facilities  en'- 
abM  them  to  obteiD,  they  laid  a  propon- 
tion,  before  the  House,  for  discussion  in  the 
Hoiue  i  a,  having  aaoertained  that  tuck 
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|^^^:ioQ  aftrted  ccruiu  interciits,  they 
wffTivt!  the  matter  to  a  committee,  before 
which  JI  parties  might  state  their  claims 
and  tJieir  grieraooes,  and  acted  on  the 
dmsioa  of  that  committee.  But  in  the 
prvseor  case  the  Gorerumcnt  had  a^iopted 
neither  of  these  modes  of  proceeding. 
It  had  taken  a  course  calculated  to  de- 
ccire  the  parties  interested,  and,  having 
thus  lulled  them  into  security,  had 
adopted  a  step  calculated  to  iuiiict  griat 
injury,  perhaps  absolute  ruin.  This  was 
altogether  a  ueir  practice,  and  he  should 
be  glad  to  hear  from  any  Member  of  the 
Government  on  what  principle  it  had  leen 
adopted.  He  was  not  there  merely  to  ad- 
vocate the  interests  of  the  particular  body 
with  which  he  was  unfortunately  connected, 
he  was  not  seeking  for  the  West  Indies  a 
measure  of  justice  more  extensive  than 
what  mi<^ht  be  accorded  to  any  other  of 
our  colonies ;  but  he  was  pleading  for  the 
interests  of  every  man  who  embarkcvl  his 
capital  in  trade  or  manufactures,  on  the 
faith  that  he  was  to  Ik'  secured  in  a  certain 
relative  position,  and  who  suddenly  found 
that  |>08i^on  disturlKd  \\  ithout  notice  to  the 
injury,  and  |N?rliaps  ruin,  of  his  prc)|)erty. 
He  would  state  the  case  fairly  as  it  Kt(MMl. 
In  the  lust  Session  of  Parliament  a{)etition 
was  presented  by  the  East-India  coni|)iuiy, 
in  which  they  stated  a  variety  of  grievances 
under  which  they  considered  themselves  to 
labour  with  respect  to  the  distinct i%'e 
duties  on  East- Indian  pnKluce.  That 
|>etiti(m  was  fairly  drawn  up,  nothing  could 
be  fuirer  than  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  submitted  to  the  House.  In- 
deed it  was  only  necessary  to  reniember 
who  were  the  two  hon.  Members  bv  whom 
it  was  put  forward  to  be  convinced  that 
they  would  not  lend  themselves  to  any- 
thing unfair,  however  conducive  it  might 
be  to  the  interest  of  the  ]Kirties  with 
wlM)m  they  were  c*onnected.  N\  hen  that 
petition  was  presented  to  the  House,  it 
was  suggested  that  it  would  be  ex|)edient 
to  refer  it  to  a  committee,  rather  than  that 
the  House  sliould  express  at  once  an 
ouiuioii  upon  it.  lie  believed  the  sugges- 
tion in  question  came  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  or  from  one  of  his 
colleagues.  QiMr.  lAibouclurv — It  came 
from  m\  self.]]  In  cnnsecjueuce  of  that  sug- 
gestion the  petition  had  lieen  referred  to 
committees  both  of  that  and  of  the  other 
House  of  FtU'liamcnt  res|)ectively.  The 
committee  in  the  other  House  inresti- 
gateil,  at  considerable  Kugtliy  the  cvi. 
deuce  i>nd  uliegutious   laid   before   thiin. 


That  committee  in  the  House  of  Lords 
included  persons  conversant  with  the  iif- 
fairs  and  circumstances  of  the  East  ladies 
and  the  matters  which  they  had  to  deli- 
berate on.  It  was  attended  by  Members 
of  the  Government,  who  took  part  io*  if 
they  did  not  actually  direct  its  |Nroceediiig8. 
The  Members  of  the  Govern  men  t  who  at- 
tended it  were,  first,  the  noble  Lord  who 
presided  o\'er  the  council,  a  committee  of 
which  s(ieciullyhad  charge  of  all  matters  of 
trade,  and  who  from  his  proficiency  in  busi- 
ness, and  general  accpiaintancc  with  matters 
of  trade,  was  to  lie  picsumed  to  be  so  fur 
qualified  to  fulfil  his  duties  on  the  com- 
mi t tee.  The  other  was  the  noble  Lord 
who  held  the  office  of  Privy  Semi*  and  who, 
he  believed,  now  filled  that  of  the  Duchy 
of  r^ncaster,  than  whom  he  would  say 
there  was  not  any  one  of  his  colleagues 
better  qualified  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
matters  submitted  to  him.  That  noble 
Lord,  from  a  combination  of  circum- 
stances, was  ]MH:uliarIy  fitted  for  ^ra|ipling 
with  the  subject  of  the  committee's  in- 
quiries, he  having  filled  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  Customs,  and  thereby  baWng 
become  intimately  con\ersant  with  tlie 
nature  and  o|>eration  of  duties— how  and 
in  what  quarters  their  pressure  was  likely 
to  be  particularly  felt  —  and  what  their 
effects  were  on  the  interests  of  the 
di  lie  rent  possessions  of  the  Crown.  The 
committee  apfioin ted  by  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  from  these  causes,  naturally 
commandcMl  the  res|)ect  of  all  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  ((uestion.  He  now 
c^ime  to  the  reiHirt  made  by  that  ooni- 
mittee  as  reg;irded  the  efifects  <if  spirit 
duties.  As  tlie  |>asaa«;e  Mas  not  a  long  one 
he  should  read  it,  but  in  the  fewobscrvatioas 
he  had  to  make,  lie  should  not  refer  im- 
mediately to  evidence,  unless  the  truth,  of 
what  he  allege<l  was  denied.  We  should 
speak  as  (m  the  understanding  that  lie 
should  get  credit  for  stating  the  truth, 
without  troubling  the  House  by  quoting  tlie 
evidence,  unless  it  l>ecame  necessary,  bj 
denials  of  what  he  stated,  to  nrove  the 
accuracy  of  his  allegations.  Tlie  right 
hon.  Cientleman  read  the  following  cx« 
tract,— 

"  It  would  have  been  very  graiifyiog  to  (be 
conimiitcc  had  they  deeinciJ  ih  em  selves  jnsti* 
fled  in  rccounucnding  further,  at  the  preseot 
moment,  that  the  duty  upon  East-India  rum 
should  be  at  once  aud  in  all  ca.scs  astiailated 
to  ih;it  IcMdl  in  Uriii^h  ports  on  run,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  eoluniei  in  vihich  slavery  has  been 
rccenily  aliulishcd ;  but  thpy  are  relnctanlly 
compelled  to^  admit,  that  the  circt 
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detailed  In  the  evidenoe^  as  to  the  state  of 
transition  in  which  those  colonies  now  are, 
afford  grounds  for  excepting  them  at  present 
from  the  rigorous  application  of  the  general 
principle  of  equality. 

That  was  the  opinion,  it  should  be  re- 
membered, promulgated  not  merely  by  a 
coromitteee  but  by  distinguished  members 
of  the  GoFerdment.  The  committee  ooti- 
sidered  the  depression  that  existed  in  the 
West  Indies  to  be  occasioned  by  the  oper- 
ation of  recent  legislative  enactments, 
and  taking  into  view  the  low  wages,  the 
exuberant  richness  of  soil*  and  the  other 
adruntages  existing  in  the  East  Indies, 
they  were  fearful  of  any  departure  from  a 
system  which,  while  it  affoi^ded  some  de« 
gree  of  protection  to  the  interests  of  the 
West,  did  not  deny  prosperity  to  the  East- 
Indies,  or  injure  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar 
cane«  though  it  did  not  transfer  to  the 
latter  a  new  profit  at  the  expense  of  the 
other.  Such  was  the  opinion,  not  expressed 
lightly*  but  after  a  full  and  careful  review 
of  the  evidence  brought  before  it,  arrived 
at  bv  the  committee  of  the  other  House. 
He  (Mn  Goulbum),  as  one  of  those  inter- 
ested in  the  subject,  was  prepared  to  as- 
sent to  that  opinion.  By  the  postpone- 
ment suggested  by  the  committee  a  time 
might  have  shortly  arrived  when  the  ques- 
tion might  have  been  properly  raised. 
The  feelings  which  actuated  him  were 
by  many  persons,  felt  by  those,  even, 
who  were  adverse  to  the  principle  of 
the  distinction  in  the  duties.  Even  such 
persons  were  willing  to  continue  things 
as  thev  were  at  this  present  period  until 
the  West  Indies  had  in  some  degree 
recovered  from  the  various  blows  which 
had  been  inflicted  on  their  prosperity. 
Hundreds  of  persons  relying  on  that 
report,  continued  to  expend  sums  in 
the  improvement  of  their  estates  and 
the  encouragement  of  labour,  in  the  hope 
that  better  times  would  arrive,  when  they 
might  get  some  return.  And  he  would 
contend,  that  under  ordinary  circum* 
stances  they  would  have  acted  with  dis- 
cretion in  so  relying  on  a  report  of  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Lorus,  which 
had  the  sanction  of  the  Government  itself. 
That  report  was  communicated  to  this 
House ,  it  came  before  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  this  House  on  the  same  subject ; 
and,  though  the  committee  in  Question  did 
liot  contwfn  any  Cabinet  Minister,  it  yet 
contained  Members  of  the  Government; 
and  no  one  would  deny,  that  the  noble 
Lofd  who  W8ii  placed  ia  the  chair  of  the 


committee  was  both  a  member  of  the  oo* 
vemment  and  was  deserving  of  all  praise, 
for  his  knowledge  of  and  attentioa  to 
business.  The  report  of  the  Lords,  sav- 
ing that  the  time  had  not  arrived  rar 
placing  the  duties  on  an  equality,  was 

? laced  before  the  committee  of  this  House, 
'hev  sat  for  a  considerable  time,^  heard 
much  evidence  on  the  subject,  and  the. re- 
port which  they  made  was  this  :-*- 

*'  Finding  it  impossible  to  conclude  in  the 

f present  Session  the  evidence  proposed  to  be 
aid  before  them,  they  think  that  they  shall 
best  perform  their  duty  by  confining  them- 
selves to  reporting  to  the  House  the  evidence 
already  taken.'' 

Now,  if  the  West-India  proprietors  were 
led,  by  the  report  of  the  Lords,  to  expect 
that  no  immediate  alteration  would  be 
proposed,  was  not  this  report  of  the  Com- 
mons' committee  calculated  to  confirm  them 
in  that  impression  ?  Was  not  an  intima* 
tion  clearly  expressed  therein  that  the 
committee  would  in  the  ensuing  (the  pre- 
sent) Session  resume  the  investigation  of 
the  subject  and  take  fresh  evidence  ?  He 
would  put  it  to  any  man  of  sense  whether 
it  were  possible  to  anticipate  the  step  now 
taken  ?  Could  it  have  been  antidpatcd, 
that  at  the  earliest  moment  of  the  SessioO) 
before  the  enormous  volume  before  him 
was  in  the  hands  of  members  long  enough, 
with  the  ordinary  degree  of  industry  to 
permit  of  its  being  gone  through  and  mi- 
derstood*— that,  in  such  a  state  of  mattov, 
the  first  thing  the  Government  did  wooM 
be  to  take  a  step  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
opinions  expressed  by  committees  of  the 
Lords  and  Commons,  to  opinions  prooinl* 
gated  with  the  authority  of  the  Govern* 
ment  itself,  and  propose  an  equalisation  en 
the  duties,  afifecting  more  than  one  kind 
of  spirits.  He  said  more  than  one  kind  of 
spirits,  for  though  they  were  told  that  mm 
alone  would  be  affected  by  the  proponed 
alteration,  there  was,  he  believed,  no  man 
who  read  over  the  evidence,  and  who  had 
consulted  those  conversant  with  the  spirit 
Trade,  that  could  entertain  a  doubt  that 
every  kind  of  spirit  manufactured  in 
India  would  henceforth 'share  the  benefice 
of  the  alteration.  It  was  well  known,  that 
the  rum  flavour  could  be  imparted  to  Bgi* 
rtts  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  most  expe* 
rienced  could  not  detect  the  difference,  and 
that  a  quantity  of  such  spirits  was  imported 
ae  rum ;  no  one,  therefore^  could  doubt  that 
the  effect  of  the  prmiosed  equalisatioii  would 
be  to  a&nit  erwf  kind  olspirits  made  In 
lndia>  io  that  the  dhcte  would , be 
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more  extensive  than  the  statements  made 
in  support  of  the  alteration  would  lead 
those  to  suppose  who  had  not  examined  the 
subject  attentively.  But  arguing  as  he  was 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  opinion  express- 
ed by  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  he  (Mr.  Goulburn)  would  ask 
what  reason  was  there  why  the  proposition 
of  the  ric^ht  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  be 
postponed  to  some  period  more  safe,  in  re- 
ference to  the  great  interests  connected 
with  the  West  Indies?  a  gradual  ciltera- 
tion  would  render  the  fall  less  sudden  and 
ruinous.  Why  should  it  not  be  gradual. 
By  delaying  this  matter  there  was  no 
great  suffering  interest  which  they  would 
run  risk  of  iniuring.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence that  the  parties  engaged  in  the 
Bast  Indies  in  the  manufacture  of  rum 
or  sugar  were  suffering.  There  was  no 
large  invested  capital  to  be  ruined  by  the 
measure  proposed;  they  were  not  called 
on  to  remove  any  obstruction  or  prohibi- 
tion which  inflicted  injury  on  the  interests 
or  the  commerce  of  the  East  Indies.  Quite 
the  contrary.  The  evidence  told  them  the 
contrary.  The  committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  stated  the  contrary.  The  evidence 
said,  that  the  present  system  only  withheld 
from  the  East- Indian  producer  a  new  source 
of  profit  to  which  he  had  looked  forward. 
It  stated  that  a  great  profit  was  derived 
from  the  manufacture  of  East-India  sugar ; 
that  that  produce  was  doubling  ;  and  that 
even  the  rum  alone  which  was  sent  over  to 
England  at  the  present  rate  of  duty  pro- 
duced a  great  profit.  Such  were  the  facts 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
find  in  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses.  But 
how  was  it  with  the  West  Indies  P  Was 
their  sugar  trade  increasing?  The  very 
contrary.  From  returns  on  the  table  it 
was  plain  that  the  produce  of  the  West 
Indies  was  annually  decreasing.  It  might 
easily  be  calculated,  what  the  effect  mu«t  be 
on  the  civilijEation  of  those  colonies  if,  by 
any  sudden  blow  to  the  prime  elements  of 
their  commercial  prosperity,  they  withdrew 
at  oDoe  the  capital  now  engaged  in  the 
payment  of  labour,  and  in  diffusing  the 
means  of  civilisation  and  employment.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  years  the  state  of  society 
there  had  undergone  a  complete  revolution. 
But  a  short  time  since  the  great  mass  of 
the  population  were  in  a  state  of  slavery. 
It  was  indisputable  that  that  circum- 
stance, by  limiting  the  cultivation  to  par- 
ticular fertile  spots,  increased  the  amount 
of  the  produce  on  them  to  a  degree  much 
greater  than  the  number  of  labwirers  em« 


ployed  would  cause  to  be  supposed.    , 

he  rejoiced  as  heartily  ae  any  one  that 
the  period  of  slavery  had  gone  by;  he 
would  never  measure  the  advantagea  which 
the  system  of  slavery  had  conferred  oa 
indiviaual  proprietors  against  the  advan- 
tages accruing  to  tlie  great  body  of  the 
people  from  the  acquirement  of  freedcMn. 
He  approved  of  the  measures  which  had 
been  passed  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  slaves,  and  in  that  for  con- 
ferring freedom  on  them.  He  did  not  now 
regret  that  act,  suffering  though  he  did,  in 
common  with  others,  in  his  personal  inter- 
ests from  its  consequences.  Many  who 
had  property  in  the  West-Indies,  and  who 
consideied,  that  property  had  duties  at 
well  as  rights,  had  expended  the  money 
received  by  them  at  the  period  of  the 
manumission  of  the  slaves  in  endeavour^ 
ing,  by  timely  preparation,  to  mdce  the 
system  of  freedom  work  well.  He  was 
himself  aware  of  many  who  were  poasessed 
of  property  there,  who  had  no  debts  on  tlieir 
estates,  in  paying  which  they  would  have 
laid  out  the  capital  they  received.  That 
capital  they  expended  in  the  improrenient 
of  the  estates  and  of  the  condition  of  the 
labourers;  in  endeavouring  to  introduce 
them  gradually  to  freedom,  and  prepare 
them  fur  it ;  to  induce  them  to  a  regukr 
cultivation  of  the  soiL  What  was  the  re* 
suit?  When  money  had  been  expended 
to  a  large  amount,  under  the  imuMSsion 
that  the  af)prenticeship  would  oontinue  for 
the  period  appointed — ^when  these  propri* 
etors  were  endeavouring  to  fulfil  the  inten« 
tions  of  the  Legislature— a  vote  paned, 
unfortunately  for  them,  to  discontinue  die 
system  in  existence,  and  the?  wereplun^ 
into  a  state  of  hardship  and  difficulty  which 
it  would  be  impossible  for  any  one  net 
closely  acquainted  with  the  ctrcumslaiioea 
to  form  a  conception  of.  He  spoke  of  that 
which  «had  occurred  to  others  as  well  aa 
himself.  By  the  sudden  bnrat  of  freedom, 
a  wild,  but  natural  exultation,  was  spread 
amongst  the  people;  a  disinclination  to 
labour  was  exated :  one  third,  and  in  many 
cases,  one-half  of  the  crope  was  feft  nncoU 
lected.  And,  when  he  said  uncollected* 
many  Gentlemen  would  not  understand 
the  amount  of  injury  implied  by  the  word. 
It  would  be  supposed  that  nothing  waa  in* 
currcd  but  the  loss  of  the  third  or  half  ef 
the  particular  crop  uncollected*  Bot  Ak 
was  altogether  a  mlse  view.  In  the  tmyital 
climates,  a  revolution  of  years  and  the 
expenditure  of  a  vast  capital  were  required 
to  repair  the  injury  inflicted  by  the 
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led  of  collecf ion  In  one  fear  only.  Sucb 
was  the  consequenoe  of  departure  from 
the  principle  of  iqiprentioeship  that  had 
been  laid  down.  He  certainly  thought 
that  if  that  had  not  taken  place,  the 
condition  of  the  West-Indies  would  be 
diflerent  from  what  it  unfortunately  was 
at  present.  Such  being  the  difficulties  in 
which  these  colonies  were  placed  by  the 
change  of  systeib,  and  now,  when  the  pro- 
prietors were  endeavouring,  by  a  continued 
expenditure  of  capital,  to  recover  from  the 
blows  inflicted  on  them  and  the  devastation 
of  their  property,  all  he  asked  was,  a  com- 
pliance with  the  suggestion  of  the  commit, 
tee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  that  a  measure 
should  not  now  be  pressed  on  the  owners  of 
property  in  Jamaica  and  the  other  islands 
which  would  involve  them  in  ruin.  Taken 
as  a  mere  question  of  duty,  what  was  the 
condition  of  the  West  Indies  ?  See  what 
an  amount  of  additional  duty  w«s  practi- 
cally imposed  by  the  changes  that  had  oc- 
curred in  the  state  of  society.  They  had 
in  evidence  that  the  cost  of  production 
was  douUed  compared  with  what  it  for- 
merly had  been.  Take  the  ad  valorem 
duty  on  the  joint  productions  of  sugar 
and  rum,  the  distinctive  duty  in  favour 
of  the  West- Indies  was  about  12  per  cent. 
Now,  the  additional  charge  which  arose 
from  the  alteration  from  slavery  to  freedom 
in  the  West  Indies,  was  a  charge  equivalent 
to  double  that  sum.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man did  not  appear  to  understand  his  argu- 
ment. What  he  meant  to  say  was,  that 
the  distinctive  duty  between  the  articles 
was  twelve  per  cent,  in  fiivour  of  the  West- 
Indies;  ana  that  by  emancipation  and  its 
consequences,  the  price  of  labour  in  the 
West- Indies  had  so  increased,  and  other 
expenses  had  so  accumulated,  as  to  make 
more  than  that  difference  to  their  pre- 
judice. He  was  now  arguing  against 
the  immediate  change  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  in  the  hope 
that  he  would  consider  the  report  made 
by  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords.  There  was  at  this  moment  no 
particular  necessity  for  the  proposed  al- 
teration, when,  m  fact,  a  more  than 
equivalent  duty  had  been  imposed  on 
West-India  produce.  He  would  put  aside 
the  question  of  slavery,  which  would  be 
alluded  to  by  others ;  but  he  felt  called  on 
to  remark  that  in  the  East  Indies,  whether 
actual  slaverv  existed  or  not,  those  who  cul- 
tivated the  land  were  unable  to  dissever 
themselves  from  it.  They  were  bound  to 
remain  <ni  the  soil,  to  cultivate  it^  and 
to  give  to  the  landlord  a  certain  portioa  of 


their  produce.  That  (act  was  stated  bjr 
gentlemen  who  had  spent  a  great  portton 
of  their  lives  in  India,  and  who  were  ft- 
vourable  to  the  pro|Kised  change.  In  how- 
ever modifled  a  degree,  this  spceies  of 
slavery  did  certainly  exist  in  the  East 
Indies ;  but  nothing  of  the  kind  existed  in 
the  West.  There  the  labourer  might 
work  to-day  in  one  part  of  the  ishind, 
might  depart  where  he  liked,  and  might 
never  be  heard  of  again.  In  the  East,  on 
the  other  hand,  from  the  condition  and 
usages  of  society,  there  did  exist  that 
connexion  between  the  cultivator  and 
the  soil  which  bound  the  individaal, 
more  or  less,  to  it,  and  produced  a  great 
facility  and  cheapness  of  labcmr.  This  dr- 
cumstance,  again,  should  induce  them  to 
take  aconsioerate  view  of  the  daims  of 
the  West  Indies.  His  argument  was^ 
not  that  there  should  be  a  permanent  dis* 
tinction,  but  that  some  regaord  should  be 
had,  in  arranging  the  question,  between 
the  difference  in  the  cost  of  production. 
In  the  committee  which  had  lately  sat  on 
the  import  duties,  which  was  composed  of 
political  economists,  and  which  was  otf- 
tainly  not  ftvourable  to  distinctive  dutiei^ 
it  was,  nevertheless,  admitted,  that  a  dif^ 
ference  should  be  made  between  a  country 
in  which  there  were  no  taxes,  and  one  in 
which  there  were  many,  because  taxes 
added  to  the  cost  of  production,  nor  was  ft 
against  the  principles  of  sound  political 
economy  to  make  a  distinction  between 
places  so  differently  circumstanced  ?  They 
should  likewise  consider  that  thev  were 
dealing  with  places  widely  differing  in 
the  kind  of  market  which  was  open  fbr 
the  productions  of  each.  In  the  East  they 
had  a  market  for  their  sugar  of  no  less  than 
100,000,000  of  persons.  A  witness  had 
stated  that  over  100,000,000  were  sup- 
plied' with  the  sugar  of  the  East  Indies; 
It  travelled  across  the  entire  continent  till 
it  met  that  of  Russia,  its  only  competitor. 
The  produce  of  the  West  Indies  was  ex* 
eluded  from  these  parts  by  laws  of  natim 
more  powerful  than  political  regulatiOBt. 
A  witness  had  stated  tne  average  consnmp* 
tion  of  sugar  in  the  East  IndiM  was  aboot 
56lbs.  per  head  per  annum,  and  thiswouM 
make  a  consumption  of  more  than  fifty 
million  hundred  weiffht  of  East-India|sugar. 
This  was  no  idle  cJcuIation.  It  was  made 
by  a  gendeman  well  aoguainted  with  Ifeidi^ 
who  filled  a  hiffh  atmon  in  the  country* 
who  had  been  there  a  long  time,  and  woo* 
from  his  talents  and  knowledge,  had  beoi 
appointed  secretary  to  the  Trnsury.  Look 
at  the  difioeot  poeitioiiof  the  Weatlodieo, 


iMimik  iwaii^     I^  artKle  came  OTer 

jiiiwwrr  <^«i  «^  t^i^  maurkct  ?  No.  It 
4Hii  Mk  »Mt  tte  competitioii  of  the  other 
«l^g«r  vikli  skned  the  pririlege  of  the 
I  jf  I  h  Unfo  these  ctrcumstaiicefl,  was 
H  Mfiir  to  aak  for  the  postponemeot 
^  indi  a  nieasure  as  the  one  now  pro- 
wmveA  hetwcea  oazties  and  places  so  dif- 
fcanatly  «tiiatea  —  the  one  haring  the 
Mpply  of  an  enormous  market,  without 
%mj  nwipftition ;  the  other  coufiiietl  to  a 
■MNlkitl  which  was  not  only  contracted,  but 
w  which  a  keen  conpetition  was  to  be  en- 
eowilered !  When  he  saw  that  the  East- 
India  Company  were  a  body  who  possessed 
Mi  iimtntirly  preponderating  power,  and 
unlimited  means  of  extending  their  traffic 
IB  the  produce  of  India,  he  could  not  per- 
waait  himself  that  by  postponing  the  pro- 
position of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  any 
danger  to  the  interests  of  that  country 
wouhi  be  incurred.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  might  impute  to  the  West  Indies 
an  exclusire  monopoly  if  he  would ;  that 
would  be  liard  language,  but  no  argu- 
0ient ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
himself  answered  it  at  the  beginning  of 
bis  own  speech  on  the  introduction  of  this 
measure,  for  he  stated  that  the  price  of 
rum  on  the  Continent  alwavs  regulated 
the  price  in  I^ngland  *,  and  therefore  that 
it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  West- India 
proprietor  to  make  his  own  price  in  the 
market  Tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman 
doubted  the  effect  on  West-India  interests 
of  an  equalisation  of  the  duty  on  East 
and  West  India  rums:  was  he  aware  that 
on  the  day  following,  the  one  on  which  he 
made  that  proposition  West-India  rum  fell 
full  fifteen  per  cent  ?  He  might  from  that 
Curt  know  tne  alarm  of  the  capitalists  who 
held  large  stocks  of  rum  and  the  probable 
consequence  of  this  equalisation  to  their  in. 
tvests?  For  theie  reasons,  he  (Mr.  G.) 
thonsdit  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
wouQ  have  acted  more  prudently,  more 
wisely,  and  more  Justly,  if  he  had 
adopted  the  resolution  of  the  committee 
of  tne  House  of  Lords,  and  not,  as  he  was 
now  doing,  attempted  to  subject  the  West- 
India  oolonios  to  the  additional  disadvan- 
tage of  a  new  competition,  at  a  moment 
when  every  assistance  should  rather  be 
given  them  in  the  struggle  they  were  com- 
pelled to  make  for  existence  under  the  new 
order  of  things.  He  was  well  aware  that, 
as  compared  with  the  enormous  population 
of  lodiif  (he  population  of  tho  West  la* 
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dies  was  as  nothing ;  but  he  also  knew, 
and  he  trusted  the  House  would  nefor 
forgett  that  these  ooUniies  were  among 
the  very  first  foreign  settlements  of  ( «i«at 
Britain— that  they  had  been  the  norseries 
of  our  oommeroe,  the  main  sources  of  that 
naval  power  and  national  strength ;  lo 
which  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  our  other 
greater  and  perhaps  more  valuable  oim- 
quests,  and  that  the  time  might  eome 
when  this  country  would  itself  feel  the 
consequences  of  their  calamity  or  distress. 

Mr.  JAiftOHchere  confessed,  that  he  had 
heanl  the  speech  which  had  been  lust  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  by  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman,  with  the  greatest  satisfaction, 
because,  attaching  as  he  did,  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  present  motion  on  its 
own  merits,  but  still  greater  on  account  of 
the  principles  which  it  Involved,  he  did 
rejoice  at  the  assurance,  that  a  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  possessed  of  so  much  ability, 
and  of  so  long  an  experience,  had  only  to  pro- 
duce arguments  of  so  little  substance,  that 
it  would  require  only  a  comparatively  short 
statement  from  him,  inferior  as  he  admitted 
himself  to  be.  Still  he  trusted,  that  he 
should  easily  convince  the  Ilooae,  not  only 
that  it  should  not  oppose,  but  that  it  ought 
to  adopt  the  present  resolution.  The  ri;;ht 
hon.  Gentleman  commenced  his  speech  by 
condemning  the  Government  for  having  as- 
sented  to  the  appointment  of  committees 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  House  of 
Commons,  during  the  last  Session  of  Par* 
liament,  and  then,  after  the  House  of  Lords 
had  expressed  an  opinion  not  unfavourable 
to  the  present  measure,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, favourable  in  the  highest  d^ree,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  blamed  the  Govern- 
ment, and  especially  him  (Mr.  Labouchere). 
Having  weighed  well  the  report,  and  the 
evidence  on  which  it  was  founoed,  he  agreed 
with  the  committee  in  the  principle  which 
they  had  laid  down,  but  had  not  been  able 
to  agree  in  the  recommendation  of  debnr* 
It  was  not  for  him  to  speak  slightingly 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
of  either  House  of  Parliament,  and  pofti« 
colarly  not  of  a  committee  that  had  upon 
it  noble  Lords  for  whom  he  had  the  hidbesi 
respect.  He  held,  that  no  Minister  of  tbo 
Crown,  placed  in  the  situation  in  wUflk 
he  was,  had  a  right  to  skulk  bdnod  the 
report  of  a  committee  of  either  Honse  of 
Parliament  in  defending  himself,  eitber  fcr 
bringing  forward  proponlions  wUck  he 
did  not  in  his  consrience  believe  lobe  juat, 
or  for  refraining  from  bringing  (brwaid 
those  which  he  deemed  to  he  inexoidiaat 
for  the  puUk in»«M.    HetlMgMihak 
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ooiuDiittees  were  inFalui^le  £or  tlie  purpose 
of  collecting  information^  and  of  suggett- 
ing  general  principles  to  be  acted  upon, 
Uit  as  for  the  detennination  of  the  mode 
and  the  time  of  carrying  into  effect  par<> 
ticular  measures,  he  Brmly  believed,  that 
that  could  be  best  done  by  persons  who 
had  the  means  of  official  information^ 
and  of  conversing  with  those  individuals 
whose  interests  were  at  stake  in  the  pro- 
posed alterations.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  twitted  him  with  the  fact  of 
two  members  of  the  committee  being  noble 
friends  of  his.  He  acknowledged  that  to 
be  the  case»  but  he  believed  that  those 
two  noble  lords  had  attached  much  greater 
importance  to  the  statements  of  those  who 
were  interested  in  West- Indian  produce, 
as  to  the  effect  of  the  proposed  alteration^ 
than  they  were  entitled  to.  lliose  persons 
had  stated,  that  the  effect  of  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  measure  would  be  a  sudden 
blow»  and  a  check  to  West-Indian  pro* 
perty.  H^  however,  had  been  able  to 
convince  those  noble  Lords,  that  this  would 
not  in  reality  be  the  case,  and  he  trusted 
that,  before  he  sat  down,  he  should  be  able 
to  state  reasons  to  the  House,  which  would 
lead  hon.  Members  to  the  seme  condunon. 
The  question  between  the  right  hon«  Gen- 
tleman and  himself  was  reduced  to  a  very 
narrow  compass.  The  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  had  not  said,  that  thiK  should  not  be 
done,  because  the  West  Indies  had  any  in* 
defeasible  right  to  any  advantage  over  the 
other  colonies  of  this  kingdom  subsisting 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  but  all  that 
he  said  was,  that  there  were  circumstances 
which  called  for  some  delay  in  applying 
those  principles,  which  he  considered  to  be 
abstractedly  just.  He  should  be  able  to 
show  to  the  House,  however,  that  although 
the  effect  of  the  motion  must  be  of  great 
importance,  they  would  necessarily  be  gra- 
dual— that  it  could  not  produce  any  sudden 
eSkct,  Mid  that  all  those  representetions 
which  had  been  made,  were  founded  upon 
exaggerated  views  of  the  subject.  The 
nAt  hon.  Gentleman  had  reminded  him 
or  the  statement  which  he  had  made,  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  rum  trade,  when 
he  first  brought  forward  this  subject  to 
the  House.  He  had  stated,  that  at  this 
time  there  was  a  greater  quantity  of  nun 
brought  to  the  Umted  Kingdom  than  coold 
be  eonaumed^  and  the  oonsequenee  waa, 
that  the  surplus  was  exported  to  j^acci 
where  it  met  with  foreign  and  with 
East-India  mm,  but  that  it  maintained  a 
mcfoajfcAj.  in  the  Engliith  nHUEket  over 
Ihoae  Ktidif ;  and  the  xi{^  hfli*  Geft* 


llelnan  argudd  that  tb^  priee  of  the  artide 
in  the  foreign  market  must,  of  neeesnty^ 
regulate  that  which  it  obtained  at  hone. 
This  did  not  provoj  that  if  they  altered 
the  duty,  they  did  tiot  alter  the  valotf  of 
rum  in  the  same  way  as  they  would  in  the 
case  of  sugar  if  thc^  let  in  foreign  sugor* 
But,  he  was  asked,  where  Wa>  the  adviitt* 
age  which  East-Indianroduce  would  derive 
from  this  alteration  f  He  believafl,  that  ite 
Leeward-Island  rum  and  the  East-Iiidia 
mm  were  of  the  same  quality,  and  WooH 
compete  with  British  mm ;  but  the  Ja- 
maica  mm  was  of  a  difierent  gaaUty,  tnd 
the  price  was  nearly  double,  /inutica  ntlli 
thus  maintained  a  monopoly  pride  In  tlie 
English  market.  He  belieyed,  that  if  the 
East^Indies  brought  their  mm  heit,  their 
manufacture  of  the  article  would  be  im- 
proved, and  they  would  be  enabled  to  eoM* 
pete  with  the  Jamaica  mm,  and  finally  vb» 
duoe  the  prices  whieh  were  now  dbmiod 
for  it.  Was  not  this,  he  asked,  an  nkjeti 
which  it  was  most  desirable  should  be  il-* 
tained  ?  It  would  require  some  time  to 
elapse  before  the  manufacture  eould  beiai* 
proved  and  the  new  article  introdoeed ;  bat 
he  would  remind  the  House,  that  at  tbii 
moment  the  prices  of  mm  in  EngiUnd 
were  higher  than  they  had  been  during  llie 
last  five  years.  He  therefore  contended, 
that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  this  eonntnr, 
that  an  inducement  should  be  giten  ip  u^ 
East- India  proprietors  to  produoe  ibo  fifltfr 
as  well  as  the  interior  kind  of  ^irit  He 
thought,  then,  that  the  House  most  he 
satisfied,  that  in  acceding  to  the  propositioit 
which  he  had  made,  they  would  tdlie  A 
step  advantageous  to  this  country,  as  well 
astoour  East-Indian  colonial poasessioos^ttrf 
which  would  give  no  sudden  Idow  to  the  in* 
terests  of  the  West  Indies,  nor  reduce  tlie 
colonies  in  that  part  of  the  globe,  as  kit 
been  suggested  to  a  state  of  hopde«  aal 
irretriei^le  ruin.  Bat»  furtberniore«  M 
would  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
what  was  a  very  important  brandi  of  ik9 
subject,  he  meant  the  eflfect  to  whidt  tt» 
present  system  of  diseouraging  the  Biil^ 
In^Uan  mm,  and  enoooraging  that  sf  dM 
West-Indies  had  open  our  smdy  of  mgm 
The  system  had  a  q>ecscs  of  doiilleopMM 
tion.  What  was  its  upsfliofl  in  te 
East-Indies }  It  was  staled  to  dbo  eons- 
mittee  by  Mr.  Sym  and  Mr,  BofgaWf  geiM 
tlemen  of  the  highest  lespeotaiUty,  Ml 
who  had  embaiiEed  htgB  etifkmh  in  Otf 
enltiTation  of  sugar  in  onr  eastern  pot* 
sessions,  that  ibefhaA  aheady  tcBchtii 
point  at  whidi  disjr  cottld  find  no 
igntlMiff  mokTS^  HmfmM 
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ittolasses  Into  rum,  but  for  that  also  dicy 
were  unable  to  procure  a  sale.  Mr.  Sym 
was  asked — 

^  The  natives  generally  abstaining  from  rum, 
and  the  demand  for  molasses  ceasing,  you  can 
anticipate,  unless  the  export  of  rum  be  per- 
mitted, no  demand  for  molaises,  if  you  in- 
crease the  growth  of  sugar?"  and  his  answer 
was  *'  No.  I  do  not  see  how  we  shall  have 
any  demand  for  our  molasses." 

He  bad  quoted  tbis  only  to  sbow  tbat  it 
was  at  least  tbe  opinion  of  tbose  wbo  bad 
embarked  capital  in  tbe  sugir  trade  in  tbe 
East  Indies,  and  wbose  efforts  we  were 
bound  to  encourage,  tbat  tbe  present  sys- 
tem of  duty  operated  as  a  serious  detriment 
to  tbeu:  labours.     He  would  now  turn  to 
tbe  West  Indies :  and  what,  be  asked,  was 
tbe  effect  of  tbe  duty  there  ?     There  bad 
been  some  very  remarkable  evidence  given 
upon  tbis  point,  and  be  would  refer  to  tbe 
statement  of  a  witness,  wbose  character 
would  be  allowed  to  be  of  tbe  bigbest  re- 
spectability.    Mr.  M 'Queen   was  a  man 
possessed  of  very  large  estates,  and  be  said 
tbat  tbe  cause  of  tbe  bigb  prices  of  Jamaica 
rum  was  tbis,  tbat  tbe  bigb  price  of  the 
West-Indian  rum  induced  tbe  cane-growers 
tbere  to  convert  tbe  larger  proportion  of 
tbe  produce  of  their  estates  into  spirit,  and 
tbat  tbe  consequence,  therefore,  was,  tbat 
more  rum  came  to  tbis  country,  and  leas 
sugar,  than  bad  bitberto  been  tbe  case.  He 
bad  bad  tbe  management  of  many  fine 
estates  in  tbe  West  Indies,  and  be  said, 
tbat  be  himself  bad  sent  out  orders  to  seve- 
ral of  tbem,  directing  tbat  less  sugar  and 
moie  rum  should  be  sent  bome.    The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  said,  tbat  tbis  was  very 
advantageous  to  England,  and  to  tbe  West 
Indies,  but  what   was  tbe  effect  on  tbe 
market  ?     Was  it  not  too  bad,  tbat  in  tbe 
mresent  sbort  supply   of  sugar  from  our 
British   possessions  in  every  part  of  tbe 
world,  we  sbould  resort  to  a  system  of  tbis 
kind.     In  tbe  East  Indies,  wbicb  was  tbe 
only  place  to  wbicb  we  could  look  for  fill- 
ing up  the  void  wbicb  was  left,  arguments 
were  advanced  against  tbe  establishment 
of  manofactories  for  sugar.     Seeing  the 
injorioos  operation  of  tbe  existing  duties, 
boih  in  tbe  West  and  tbe  East  Indies,  and 
being  oonvinoed  of  tbe  gross    iniquities 
of  tbe  system ;  and,  on  tbe  other  band,  being 
convinced*  that  tbere  was  no  real  ground 
for  saying,  that  by  taking  the  step  which 
was  proposed,  they  should  be  dealing  a 
Idow  to  the  West  Indies  which  would  be 
fatal  to  their  prosperity,  be  felt,  that  be 
siiould  have  ln!oken  bis  faith  with  tbose 
gentlenMn  ooonected  with  the  East  Ijidies, 
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to  whom,  in  a  conversation  which  he  httd 
bad  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  Ses- 
sion, be  bad  expressed  his  willingness* to 
refer  tbe  subject  to  a  select  committee,  and 
to  consider  and  ^vc  effect  to  tbe  evidence 
which   sbould  l^  produced,  and  apply  a 
remedy  to  any  evil  wbicb  might  be  shown, 
if  be  had  not  brought  forward  tbe  propo- 
sition wbicb  was  now  before  tbe  House. 
He  need  not  detain  tbe  House  by  referring 
at  much  greater  length  to  tbe  subject ;  and, 
indeed,  be  was  almost  ashamed  to  argue  tbe 
question  upon  tbe  narrow  points  on  wbicb 
it  bad  been  placed.     When  be  looked  at 
tbe  situation  in  which  we  stood  with  re- 
gard to  India,  drawing  from  our  dependen- 
cies tbere  nearly  three-and-a-half  millions 
of  taxes  towards  the  support  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, for  wbicb  we  gave  her  no  return  at 
all,  except  tbat  to  which  be  thougiht  the 
House  would  agree  they  were  entitled, 
namely,  justice ;  when  he  reflected,  tbat 
upon  tbis  point  India  bad  received  fitnu  us 
nothing  but  injustice,  tbat   we  had   ut- 
terly destroyed  her  manufactures  by  our 
manufactures — tbat  tbe  district  of  Dacca, 
the     Manchester    of   India,    had    dwin- 
dled to  insignificance  before   the    strides 
wbicb  our  British  goods  bad  made  in  our 
Indian  possessions,  he  thought,  tbat  upon 
tbe  merest  principles  of  justice  this  propo- 
sition ought  to  be  acceded  to.     He  would 
not  weary  the  House  with  any  long  details, 
but  there  were  some  facts  of  importanee  to 
wbicb  be  could  not  help  referrhig.     He 
held  in  bis  band  a  return  of  the  eolfona 
and  muslins  of  British  mannfaetnre,  whidi 
bad  been  exported  to  India.     He  found 
that  return  showed,  tbat  tbeamount  exported 
had  increased  every  year.    The  right  hon* 
Member  read  tbe  following  account  of  the 

QUANTITIES  OF  COTTONS  AND  Mt'SLIVS  OF  Bai- 
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Yards. 

Yaida. 

1814 

.     .     818,208 

1835 

.   5i,rr7;arT 

1821 

.     19,138,726 

1837 

•   64»2t3,6aa 

1828 

.     42,822,077 

COTTON    YABN. 

In  1825  the  value  of  twist  aod  yam  seot  to 
India  was  16,000/«;  In  1837  it  was602,000(. 

All  tbe  evidence  received  by  the  com- 
mittee went  to  sbow  that  tbe  demand  on 
tbe  part  of  India  for  our  manufactnret  was 
only  limited  by  tbe  poverty  of  its  inhahll-^ 
ants,  and  be  would  appeal  to  tho  fodings 
of  justice  and  generosity  which  the  Howe 
possessed,  and  more  especiaDy  to  tiioae 
non.  Gentlemen,  who,  being  tlM  repio- 
sentatives  of  the  manufocturiog  ditlriflta  of 
Great  Britain,  would  find  it  to  tho  iaianil 
of  their  ooostiluflBta  to  gifo  |h«c  aaHHl^i 
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the  motion.  He  rejoicedf  that  the  right 
hoiu  Gentleman  had  not  used  an  argument 
which  he  had  seen  employed  in  the  puhlic 
prints;  that,  although  he  had  stated  his 
views  as  to  the  West- Indies,  on  which  he 
thought  that  the  principle  which  was  pro* 
posed  ought  not  to  he  applied,  on  account 
of  the  peculiar  position  of  the  West-Indies, 
he  had  not  brought  forward  the  view  or 
the  argument  to  which  he  referred,  and 
which  was  as  foolish  as  it  was  unworthy. 
He  alluded  to  the  appeal  which  had  been 
made  to  the  vain  fears  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  agricultural  interests,  lest  it 
should  be  found  that  British  spirits  should 
be  shut  out  of  the  market  by  those  coming 
from  the  East  Indies.  He  had  expected 
to  hear  that  argument  employed,  but  as  it 
had  not  been  used,  he  should  make  no  fur- 
ther observations  upon  it.  He  would  con- 
clude by  saying,  as  he  had  said  before,  that 
he  attached  great  importance  to  the  ques- 
tion, not  only  on  its  own  merits,  but  in  a 
much  greater  degree,  on  account  of  the 
principle  which  was  involved  in  it  He 
was  sure,  that  in  a  country  like  this,  pos- 
sessing great  colonial  territories,  there  was 
but  one  safe  and  rational  course  to  pursue, 
namely,  to  treat  with  the  same  measure  of 
justice  every  part  of  those  territories  ;  and 
he  hoped  most  sincerely  that  the  House 
would  not  withhold  its  assent  to  the  motion 
which  was  before  it. 

Mr.  Efvari  said,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man oppo6ite(Mr.Goulburn)  had  based  his 
main  defence  on  what  he  supposed  was  the 
impregnable  position  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords;  but 
that  argument  had  been  fully  met  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  next  took  his 
stand  on  the  proceedings  of  the  committee 
of  theHouse  of  Commons,  on  the  ground  that 
that  committee  had  made  no  report.  But 
why  had  they  made  no  report  ?  Was  it 
that  they  were  not  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety of  equalising  the  duties  ?  No ;  but 
because  they  were  delayed  through  their 
whole  proceedings —he  could  not  believe, 
from  any  unworthy  motives  —  but  un- 
doubtedly, in  fact,  by  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  Member  fur  Mauritius  (Mr.  Irving). 
If,  indeed,  that  hon.  Gentleman  had  the 
remotest  idea  of  delaying  the  labours  of 
the  committee,  and  disabling  them  from 
making  a  report — ^which  he  was  bound  to 
believe  could  not  have  been  the  case— 
the  course  he  had  taken  would  have  that 
unquestionable  tendency.  The  right  hon* 
Gentleman  next  said^  that  the  rum  of 
India  foond  a  market  io  iM  eau^  mA 


therefore  required   no    eztensioil   of  ita 
market  here.    But  two  iritnesses  hdrnm 
the  committee,  one  of  whom   was  Mk» 
Trevelyan,    stated,    that    there    was   no. 
market  in  the  east  for  East-India  nm, 
and  that  it  could  not  be  sold  at  a  pra6t 
unless  the  market  of  England  was  opmed 
to  it    He  begged  him  to  refer  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Udgers  himself,  an  owner  of 
a  factory  in  India.     That  gentleman  said^ 
that  '*  under  the  present  system  there  was 
no  effective  competition  between  East  and 
West  India  rum."    The  riffht  hon.  Gen- 
tleman,   however,     was     nardly     satis* 
fied  with  that,   but  sdso  said  there  was 
a  large  market  in  the  interior  of  Asia,  for 
sugar  itself.    That  he  certainly  was  as- 
tonished  to  hear;  for,  if  it  were  so,  how 
came  it  that  we  had  had  so  much  sugar 
of  late  years  imported  into  this  country 
from  the  east?     Mr.  Larpent  also,  a  per* 
son    who    had    been  habituated  all    his 
life   to    trading  in  the  east,  stated,  to 
the  committee,  that  there  was  no  mark^ 
there  for  sugar;    and   further,    that  the 
market  reliea  on  for  rum  was  the  market 
of  this  country.    He  should  have  been  g^ad 
if  the  measure  now  proposed  had  heen  of  a 
more  comprehensive  nature;  he  thought 
that  the  equalization  of  the  duties  might 
have   also  been  extended  to  the  article  of 
tobacco.    The  tobacco  of  India  was  not 
equal  in  quality  to  that  of  Virginia,  and 
if  the  duties  were  equalised  an  opportunity 
might  be  afforded  to  the  poor  consumer  of 
obtaining  a  cheaper  article.    The  course 
of  policy  in  our  commerdal  character  to 
be  adopted  towards  India  had  been  long 
pointed  out  by  the  current  of  events.    So 
long  ago  as  1831,  when  witnesses  from  the 
manufacturing   districts  were  examined, 
before    the    East- India   committee,   this 
important  fact  was  estahlished:  that  it 
was  possible,  in  consequence  of  the  vast 
supenority  of  our  machinery,  to  impoint 
raw  cotton  firom  India,  spin  it  into  vam, 
send  it  back  to  India,  and  underaell  tba 
yam  manufactured  by  the  natives  them* 
selves.   That  was  the  consummate  triunpk. 
of  capital    and  machinery.    From   that 
moment    it     became    clear     that     out 
policy  with  regard  to  India;  was  chanfed, 
that  we  were    bound  to  call  forth  Mr 
natural   productions  —  sugar,  rum,   cot- 
ton,   tobacco,  and    indigo— articles  that 
were  at  that  time  in  the  infiuicy  of  pco» 
duction.    A  new  policy  was  marked  OQi 
by  the  course  of  evanti^  and  by  that  couxit 
our  conduct  should  be  regulated.    In  pnc^ 
suance  of  this  pdic))  we  carried,  in  a  Iw 
}sair%  the  ^^wiaatiQii  of  tte  Wiv  W 
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tics ;  and  now  came  as  a  corollary  to  that 
meaaurcy  as  a  supplement  to  it,  tne  equal 
liaation  of  the  auties  on  rum.  He  was 
anxious  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  tho  extreme  injustice  of  maintaining 
anj  duty  (such  as  the  duty  on  rum) 
which  enhanced  the  price  of  sugar,  espe- 
cially at  the  present  moment.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  1889,  the  stock  of  sugar  in 
this  country  was  computed  at  47.000  tons ; 
at  the  end  of  1840  it  was  only  20,000 
tons ;  and  the  consumption  had  fallen  since 
the  year  1835,  when  it  was  200,000  tons, 
to  165,000  tons  within  three  years— a 
diminution  of  no  less  than  35,000  tons, 
with  a  fiost  increasing  population.  Was 
this  the  time,  then,  to  continue  the  dis- 
couragement of  the  production  of  sugar 
by  maintaining  this  discriminating  duty  ? 
Was  it  a  time  for  maintaining  the  high 
duty  on  the  coffee  of  Mysore?  My- 
sore was  virtually  a  British  possession ; 
why  should   we  do  an   injustice   to  the 

nie  of  India^  and  irritate  their  feelings, 
nposing  a  higher  duty  on  the  coftee 
of  Mysore,  than  on  coffee  from  the  West 
Indies  ?  He  knew  not  whether  the  reforms 
intended  to  be  made  by  the  Board  of 
Trade  were  to  be  followed  by  reforms 
00  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Control ;  but 
he  trusted  that  such  would  be  the  case, 
and  that  justice  would  be  done  to  the  |>eo- 
ple  of  Mysore.  He  had  always  thought 
It  important  to  reduce  these  duties,  not 
only  for  general  reasons,  but  for  this, 
that  whenerer  the  production  of  one  article 
in  India  was  extended,  it  encouraged  the 
outlay  of  capital  in  the  production  of  many 
more.  For  instance ;  when  the  cultiration 
of  indigo  was  extended,  it  had  produced  a 
▼ery  beneficial  effect  on  other  articles,  and 
the  cuItiFation  of  shellac  almost  imme- 
diately followed.  One  of  the  most  im- 
portant circumstances  stated  by  the  wit- 
nesses who  were  called  before  the  com- 
mittee was  the  immense  capability  of  India, 
in  the  production  of  cotton.  Kvery 
species  of  cotton  was  to  lie  found  In  the 
cAfferent  parts  of  India,  from  the  finest 
sea  island  to  the  commonest  cotton  of 
Surat  The  cultivation  of  cotton  would  be 
enoouraffed  by  the  ^ility  given  to  the 
production  of  other  articles.  At  the  same 
time  the  consumption  of  our  manufactures 
in  India  would  be  increaftcd.  Notwith- 
standing the  vast  capabih'ties  of  India, 
and  the  Industry  of  the  British  people, 
the  f*onsumption  of  our  manufactures  was 
less  in  India  than  in  any  ])iirt  of  the  British 
pomemions.  While  our  coh»nies  on  an  avcr- 
a^B  consumed  British  maoufliusturss  at  the 


rate  of  1/.  10/.  per  bead«  the  natives  of 
India  consumed  only  a  quantity  at  the 
rate  of  6d.  or  7d.  per  head.  Ought  we 
not,  then,  to  take  their  raw  productions, 
as  an  encouragement  for  them  to  take  our 
manufactures?  He  now  saw  rising  manv 
prospects  of  advantage  to  the  British  capi* 
talist  in  India  ;  the  transit  duty  had  been 
abolished,  except  (be  believed)  in  Madras, 
a  great  relief  to  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures, and  a  great  inducement  to  the  em- 
ployment of  capital  in  India.  British  set- 
tlements, he  hoped  also,  was  increasing. 
In  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  he  bad 
moved  for  a  return  to  show  the  extent  of 
settlements  in  India.  It  was  impossible 
at  present  to  trace  their  full  extent  -,  but 
he  believed  they  were  increasing.  Greater 
certainty,  he  trusted,  had  been  introduced 
into  the  tenure  of  land,  without  which  tho 
producing  powers  of  India  would  never  be 
developed.  He  hoped  the  time  was  coming 
when  one  uniform  system  of  tariff  and  cus- 
toms would  be  established  over  the  vast 
regions  of  India,  similar  to  the  great  confe- 
deration, or  ZolU  Verein  in  Germany.  The 
resources  of  India  would  never  be  called 
forth  while  they  legislated  for  it  In  isolated 
portions.  India  should  be  included  in  one 
vast  and  comprehensive  system,  and  con- 
solidated into  one  vast  confederation. 

Mr.  Cohiuhoun  did  not  agree  with  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wigan,  that  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  consult  the 
West.lndia  interests  in  this  matter,  but  he 
could  not  help  sayine,  that  West-India  in* 
terests  appeared  to  him  to  have  the  most 
direct  ana  obvious  connexion  with  Englidi 
interests  in  relation  to  this  subject— a 
connexion  not  of  ruin,  as  had  been  said 
by  his  right  hon.  Friend  below  him  (Mr. 
Goulbum),  but  a  connexion  of  naJpalde 
benefit.  On  the  ground  of  West-India  in- 
terests he  was  anxious  to  call  in  free  U* 
hour  sugar  from  other  countries.  He  con- 
sidered that  by  the  introduction  of  capital 
into  India,  and  consequent  improvement  of 
lands,  which  he  conceived  would  result 
from  the  proposo<l  measure,  a  great  lienefit 
would  l»c  ctmferred  upon  India  and  upon 
West- India  interests.  But  he  thought  ha 
was  l)Ound  to  look  also  to  another  interest. 
He  could  not  conceal  from  himself  the 
vsht  importance  of  introducing  the  manu- 
factures of  this  country  into  our  Bast-India 
possessions,  but  it  was  impoesible  that  we 
could  ex|)cct  to  secure  a  market  for  our 
maniifHrtiires  in  those  countries  nnleas  »e 
rccvivt'd  their  produce  in  return.  Looking 
then  at  the  manufacturing  interesis  of  this 
country,  he  said  it  was  inportaBt  Ibat 
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8och  a  measure  as  that  now  befiire  the 
House  should  pass  without  delay.  Theo 
if  he  looked  at  British  interests  in  India, 
would  any  man  tell  him  that  there  could 
be  a  bond  so  palpabiey  and  so  secure^  as 
that  of  identity  of  interest  wherewith  to 
bind  the  natives  of  India  to  this  country  ? 
What  other  bond  had  we  ?  Identity  of  re- 
ligion there  was  none.  Identity  of  Ian- 
guage  there  was  none.  Identity  of  in- 
terest^ then  was  that  alone  on  which  we 
had  to  depend,  and  if  we  did  not  encourage 
that  identity  of  interests*  how  could  we 
hope  to  preserFe  for  an]^  length  of  time 
those  important  possessions?  The  geo- 
grariiical  position  of  our  East-India  pos- 
sessionSf  with  reference  to  the  empires 
of  China  and  Russia,  ought  not  to  be 
lost  sight  of.  It  was  important  to  show 
to  the  natives  of  Indisy  that  while  the 
policy  of  Russia  was  commercial  mono- 
poly,  and  the  exclusion  of  the  commerce 
of  other  countries,  the  policy  of  England 
was  that  large  and  generous  policv  which, 
while  it  sought  to  introduce  into  India  the 
manufactiires  of  Great  Britain,  would,  on 
the  other  hand,  throw  open  our  ports  to 
her  raw  material ;  and  thus  convince  her, 
that  it  was  not  only  for  her  advantage  of 
civilisation,  but  to  her  interest,  to  remain 
connected  with  this  country.  On  these 
grounds  he  should  support  the  resolution 
of  the  Government.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  question,  whether  the  right  hon. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
broken  faith  with  the  West-Indian  interest 
or  not ;  that  he  would  leave  to  him  and 
the  right  hon»  Gentleman  below  him  ^  but 
he  thought  he  owed  it  to  the  Government 
to  say,  that  having  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  evidence  on  which  that  re- 
port h^d  been  founded  in  their  hands,  it 
did  become  them  to  take  a  direct  lipo,  and 
he  believed  they  had  taken  the  line  that 
was  most  advantageous  to  the  permanent 
interests  of  this  country  and  of  India. 

Mr.  Hatves  was  surprised  that  the  right 
hem.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  the  Uqi- 
versity  of.  Cambridge  had  left  altogether 
out  q(  light  the  interests  of  the  consumerst 
llie  high  price  of  sugar  had  caused  them 
much  misery,  but  that  was  a  point  on  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  wholly 
silent.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
West- India  colonics,  according  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  owners  were  in  distress ; 
but  it  wus  a  mistake  to  suppose,  that  their 
distress  was  of  modem  origin;  they  had 
been  living  for  some  years  past  upon  a  spe- 
cies of  Parliamentary  charity,  and  were  no 
worse  off  nOw  than  they  Lad  been^more 


thanhalfaeenturya^.  Ha  was  psepawt 
to  shew  [that  by  a  reteenoe  to  e?idflnaa 
of  unquestionable  oharaeter.  Tlie  hmiL 
Member  quoted  extracts  ftom  the  worit  of 
Bryan  Edwards,  fvom  the  debates  in  Pmw 
liament,  and  ftom  reports  tit  committees^ 
to  shew,  that  for  a  kmg  period  anteoadeftS 
to  the  commencement  of  this  eentuffi 
estates  had  gone  out  of  eultimtion.  and  that 
the  planters  had  oomplained  oonunually  df 
being  in  distress.  He  referred,  also,  to  « 
report  of  the  Jamaica  Assembly,  quoted  bf 
Bryan  Edwards,  to  show  the  distress  of  tho 
West- India  interest,  before  the  abolition  Of 
the  slave  trade.  That  report  refers  to  m 
period  of  twenty  yearS|  from  1773  to  17M 
states,  that  in  that  period,  177  estates  weea 
sold  for  debt,  55  thrown  up,  93  im  tiM 
hands  of  creditors.  In  fact,  whether  Am 
state  of  the  West-India  interest  waa  eon* 
sidered  before  the  aholition  of  the  daf« 
trade,  or  afterwards^  and  bdToni  the  aboU- 
lition  of  slavery,  or  again  in  later  tiiMi^ 
afler  the  emancipation  bill,  the  reoeipt 
of  twenty  millions  as  a  compensation  rar 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  at  all  times,  and 
under  all  cireumslanees^  the  West-India 
interest  was  complaining  of  distress.  IV^ 
what  was  this  to  oe  attributed  ?  He  al^ 
tributed  it  to  the  undue  proteedon  whMi 
had  been  afforded  to  their  produce,  b 
was  this  which  had  prevented  tnem  Annoi  em- 
ploying the  plough  or  machinery  {.andhene* 
seeing  the  unecaaamical  system  of  euldi* 
vation  which  they  had  adopted,  what  othsv. 
result  could  be  expeeted  than  that  whieb 
had  happened  ?  Had  the  principles  of  ftee 
trade  been  adopted  in  res^t  to  these  gdo* 
nies,  he  was  sure  diat  tbeu:  interests  would 
have  been  benefitted  by  it  Turn  now  to 
the  East  Indies,  they  asked  for  no  protec- 
tion. All  they  desired  was,  to  be  placed 
upon  the  san^e  footing  as  the  West  indies.^ 
Tlie  East-India  grower  of  sugar,  had 
enjoyed  po  protection  whatever  ;  yet,. 
under  that  system«  the  trade  had  mate-; 
rially  increased,  and  was  in  a  situation 
ultimately  to  become  most  prosperous* 
Agaiq^  as  regards  cotton,  the  same  respUa 
were  apparent.  Cotton  wios  sold  in  ibis 
market,  at  half  the  prioe  of  AmeiiGao  sot* 
ton,  slave-produced  cotton.  This  shoWed, 
that  the  produce  of  free  labour  of  the  east, 
could,ana  did,competein  price,  witbthe  pro- 
duceofslave-labourof  the  west.  He  thought, 
the^  contrasteHA  fietcts  afforded  the  strong- 
est argument  in  favour  of  the  adoption 
of  the  priociple  of  free  trade--to  be  ap- 
plied,  no  doubt,  with  cautiout  and  a  due 
consideration  of  what  is  beet  for  the  interests 
of  India,  and  the  colonies,  generally.    In 
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S'oof  of  the  adranoe  of  the  tnde  in  in- 
go,  aliO|  in  the  Eafi  Indiet,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber referred  to  documents  to  fhow,  that 
whereftf^the  produce  of  Indigo  in  1786  was 
valued  at  57,000/. ;  in  1809,  1,105,678/. ; 
there  was  shipped  from  Calcutta  in  1830, 
2fl00fl00L;  and  the  crop  was  esti- 
mated at  in  1840,  2,300,000/.  The  East 
Indian  Indi^  trade  was  wholly  unprotected, 
and  had  driven  out  of  the  markets  of  the 
world  the  produce  of  the  French  and  Spa- 
nish slave  colonies.  But  it  declared  that 
the  East  Indies  were  entitled  on  the  ground 
of  justice  and  of  right  to  equal  privileges 
in  the  trade  with  the  mother  country. 
Whv  then  came  the  merchants  in  the  East- 
Indies  to  postpone  claims  founded  in  jus- 
tice to  the  merchants  and  proprietors  of  the 
West  Indies.  It  was  the  interest  of  the 
western  country  to  obtain  the  raw  material 
on  the  cheapest  terms,  and  if  protection 
were  to  he  given  to  any  colony,  it  was  the 
East  Indies  that  was  entitled  to  it ;  never- 
theless all  they  asked  was,  that  their  pro. 
duce  should  he  admitted  into  the  home 
markets  on  free  and  unfettered  principles 
of  trade*  on  equal  terms  especially  with 
West -India  produce.  The  indigo  of 
India  was  superior  to  that  of  any  other 
country,  and  the  cotton  produced  there 
could  ^  be  obtained  at  half  the  price  of 
American  cotton,  which  was  the  produce 
of  slave-labour.  He  believed,  moreover, 
that  the  sugar  at  this  moment  produced  by 
free  labour,  provided  the  colonies  could 
huy  what  they  wanted  in  the  cheapest 
markets,  would   be    able    to    enter    into 


soccesaful  oompedtioii  with  thai  pndnced 
by  slaves.  Misbelief  was,  too,  that  glfiiw 
encouragement  to  East-  In£a  prodooe  wmm 
be  the  surest  means  of  putting  down  the 
slave  trade,  and,  as  a  first  step  towards 
that  object,  he  thought  that  the  Gorcm- 
ment  would  be  richt  in  reducing  tlie  duty 
on  rum.  But  the  West.Indian  interest 
said,  that  unless  high  prices  were  coo. 
tinned,  they  could  not  keep  up  the  cul- 
tivation of  sugar.  It  certainly  was  a  moa- 
strous  thing,  to  be  obliged  to  depend  for 
our  supply  on  sugar  produced  at  a  mono- 
poly price.  This  was  a  matter  w1uch» 
he  maintained,  ought  to  be  considered 
with  reference  to  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic only.  The  result  of  the  present  sys- 
tem had  been  a  steady  diminution  in  the 
consumption  of  sugar,  accompanied  by  a 
consequent  failing-off  in  the  demand  for 
cofiee,  and  aeeneral  decline  of  trader  which 
must  inevitably  lead  to  the  imposition  of 
fresh  taxes — a  thing  which  he  looked  on  as 
perfectly  unjustifiable,  under  present  cirw 
cumstances.  I  ndeed,  he  should  be  ashamed 
to  meet  his  constituents,  if  he  had  as- 
sented to  a  measure  calculated  to  lead 
to  this  result,  without  making  mne  eflbrt 
to  improve  our  trade,  and  uius  impiOTe 
our  revenue.  He  would  now  show,  the 
quantities  of  sugar  entered  for  home  con- 
sumption for  the  last  six  months,  of  the 
years  1839  and  1840  together  with  the 
average  price,  and  it^  effects  on  eonsomp- 
tion ;  with  their  average  prices  in  two 
different  years. 


STATEMENT  of  the  Delivery  of  Sugar  for  Homb  CoNsuMPTioif,  with  .^, 
Gazette  Average  Prhes,  for  thb  last  Six  Months  op  thb  Ybabs 
1839  AND  1840. 


MOITTHLT  DBUVKRIRS. 

Dccmacin 

OMBtte  Amnm  Ptkm. 

PriMb 

1839 

IBiO 

1840 

1839 

1840 

1840 

July     .... 
August      •    .    . 
September     .    . 
October     .    .    . 
Novemb<*r     •    . 
December  •    .    . 

Thnt. 

10356 

12271 

0694 

96.'>9 

9980 

J\fflS. 

9261 
7159 
7284 
7623 
5859 
5770 

7%wi. 
1095 
5172       ■ 
2410       ! 
2036       ' 
4121 
2586 

«.    d. 

40    U 
40    T 
40    51 
38    S| 
38    (» 

37  7| 

38  6 

«.    d. 
55    4 

57  Si 

58  5 
57    Sk 
57    Ol 
53    6} 

50  10| 

«.    d. 

15  9 

16  8 

17  11 
19    4 
19    0 
15  10 

Total      .    . 

60316 

49956 

17360 

J 

First  week  i 
Second  ditti 
Third  ditto 

Memorandums  1841. 

in  Jan.  no  return  of  price. 
3,                 ditto. 

If    5| 

1 
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Did  not  these  facts  prove  incotitestably, 
that  with  a  high  price  came>  inevitably,  a 
corresponding  diminution  in  the  consump- 
tion ?     Besides  which,  this  state  of  things 
bore  with  great  severity  on  the  great  body 
of  the  people.     In  fact,  the  practical  effect 
of  the  present  system  was,  to  put  into  the 
pocket    of  the  West- India  proprietor    so 
much  money  out  of  the  taxes,  which  the 
consumer  had  to  pay  over  again — to  take, 
in  short,  out  of  the  public  treasury  a  por- 
tion of  that  general  taxation  which  ought 
to  be  applied  to  national  purposes  only. 
One  result  of  these  high  prices  was,  that  a 
large  trade  had  sprung  up  for  the  purpose 
of  adulterating  coffee,  which  was  sold  to 
poor  purchasers  entirely  in  consequence  of 
the  high  price  of  that  article,  a  fact  which 
came  to  light  in  the  evidence  before  the 
import  duties  committee.  He  had  presented 
to  the  House  last  year,  two  petitions  from 
the  large  dealers  in   London.     The  first 
was  from  the  householders  of  the  metro- 
polis; they  asked  for  a  diminution  of  the 
oifference  which  existed  between  the  duties 
on  colonial  and  foreign  sugar  ;  they  asked 
for  an  honest   equalization  of  the  sugar 
duties  ;    they  stated  that  a  difference   of 
duty  existed^  amounting  to  160  per  cent., 
which  they  averred  to  be  inconsistent  with 
the  amount  of  protection  extended  to  any 
other  trade  whatever,  and  this  not  on  an  ar. 
tide  of  luxury,  but  on  one  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  public  in  general.     The 
other  was  from  the  wholesale  grocers,  stat- 
ing,  ''  that  their  trade  had  diminished  ; 
that  adulteration  had  consequently  taken 
place,  and  that  the  revenue  was  thereby 
diminished."     True,  various  interests  rose 
up  to  prevent  the  just  and  honest  course 
from  being  pursued  in  this  case,  but  he 
contended,  that  with  those  the  House  ought 
to  have  nothing  whatever  to  do.     He  af- 
firmed,  that  the  general  interests  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  the  particular  interests 
of  individuals,  would  be  best  consulted  by 
the  gradual  adoption  of  the  principles  of  free 
trade  throughout  the  whole  commercial  com- 
munity.   With  regard  to  the  plea  urged  by 
the  right  hon.   Gentleman  opposite,  that 
the  West-India  interest  had  been  taken  by 
surprise,  he  begged  to  remind  the  House, 
tliat  in  1825  Mr.  Huskisson,  on  the  Mau- 
ritius Trade  Bill,    stated,  that  whenever 
the  consumption  in  this  country  became 
equal  to,  and  tended  to  become  greater  than 
the  supply,  the  West- India  colonies  would 
no  longer  be  able  to  maintain  their  present 
monopoly.      In    1836,   when  Mr.  Spring 
Rice,  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
VOL.LVI.    t2^} 


introdu(!ed  his  bill  for  equalizing  the  sugior 
duties  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  he  had 
quoted  the  words  of  Lord  Stanley,  with 
regard  to  this  very  point  of  notice  to  the 
West-Indian  interests: — 

"  The  feeling  which  every  Gentleman  had 
expressed  on  the  subject  of  the  freedom  of 
trade,  and,  above  all,  the  strong  hint  which  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Tamworth,  against  any  protection  be- 
ing afforded,  were  sufficient  to  show  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  West-India  colonies,  that  they 
must  not  expect  a  continuance  of  protective 
duties." 

Since  1825,  then,  they  had  been  told  in 
the  most  emphatic  language,  that  they 
must  not  rely  upon  the  continuance  of 
their  monopoly,  and  now  the  only  argu- 
ment urged  against  this  bill  was,  that  time 
ought  to  be  given— that  the  West-India 
interests  ought  not  to  be  taken  by  surprise. 
But,  he  begged  to  ask,  would  the  right  h(Mi. 
Baronet  fix  any  time.?*  Only  let  them 
continue  a  system  of  monopoly,  and  the 
time  would  never  come  when  it  would  be 
convenient  to  introduce  the  principles  of 
free  trade.  He  would  conclude  by  ex- 
pressing his  gratification  at  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  measure,  though  it  did  not  go 
to  the  full  extent  of  his  wishes,  and  by 
thanking  the  House  for  the  attention  which 
they  had  paid  to  him. 

Sir  A,  Grant  said,  this  question  had 
been  considered  purely  as  a  question  be* 
tween  the  East  and  West  Indies,  but  he 
contended  that  the  question  ought  to  be 
discussed  with  reference  to  the  peculiar 
circumstances  in  which  the  West-India 
colonies  were  placed.  An  important  fea- 
ture in  the  objections  to  this  measure  was 
the  impossibility  of  finding  a  test  to  ascer- 
tain whether  simulated  or  real  produce  of 
the  East  Indies  was  imported  3  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  had  quoted  the  opinion  of 
the  chairman  of  a  committee  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  who  had  said,  that  he 
would  as  soon  rely  upon  the  certificate  of  a 
revenue  officer  of  the  East- India  Company 
as  upon  the  certificate  of  a  Government 
officer.  But  he  begged  to  remind  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  that  the  revenue  officer  aip- 
pointed  by  the  Government  of  this  country 
could  have  no  other  interest  but  to  do  his 
duty  in  enforcing  the  proper  regulations ; 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  there 
was  a  broad  distinction  between  the  reve- 
nue officers  appointed  by  the  Crown  and 
those  appointed  by  the  company.  The  ar- 
gument of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
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ber  for  the  University  of  Cambridge  had 
no  reference  to  a  comparison  of  the  East 
and  West  India  interests ;  it  was  founded 
entirely  on  the  peculiar  position  of  West- 
India  property.  He  was  not  going  now  to 
argue  upon  a  state  of  things  which  existed 
fifty  years  since,  and  which  appertained  to 
a  state  of  slavery.  The  West  Indies  liad 
been  placed  in  a  novel  position.  He  stood 
not  ttiere  to  defend  slavery;  hut  when 
the  measure  for  its  abolition  was  intro- 
duced, it  had  found  the  landowners  of  the 
West  Indies  possessed  of  certain  rights 
which  they  had  acquired  on  the  pledged 
faith  of  this  country.  The  country  might 
be  quite  right  to  deal  with  those  rights, 
but  the  impossibility  of  dealing  with  them 
without  compensation  had  been  acknow- 
ledged by  the  grant  of  20,000,000/.  He 
was  not  going  to  deny  that  20,000,000/. 
was  a  large  sacrifice  for  the  people  of  this 
country  to  make.  But  when  he  came  to 
the  term  compensation,  he  had  a  right  to 
impress  the  liouse  with  the  difference  of 
the  position  in  which  he  now  stood.  He 
could  appeal  to  Mr.  Bernal,  and  if  it  were 
for  him  to  leave  that  chair  he  would  con- 
firm the  statement  which  he  made,  that 
the  West-India  proprietors  had  suffered 
great  loss  from  that  measure.  He  appeale<l 
to  Mr.  Bernal  with  reference  to  the  income 
which  he  enjoyed  before  and  that  which  he 
had  enjoyed  since  the  passing  of  that  bill. 
It  was  quite  right  that  the  House  should 
understand  that.  The  argument  used  in 
favour  of  the  measure  was  the  reduction  of 
the  quantity  of  sugar ;  but  what  they  did 
raise  now  was  raised  by  the  payment  of 
high  wages,  which  they  had  not  paid  be- 
fore, and  the  remuneration  the  West-India 
proprietors  reccivc<l  was  wholly  inf:ufficient 
to  cover  that  loss.  It  might,  perhaps,  be 
said,  that  he  was  here  afrording  an  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  encouraging  the  produc- 
tion in  the  East  Indies,  but  that  was  not 
so.  He  only  asked  that  they  might  have 
fair  play.  In  former  times  the  West-In- 
dia prcMluce  had  been  more  than  enouch 
for  our  consumption.  Our  West-India 
coloDics  manufactured  about  one-third 
mofe  than  we  consumed ;  and  though,  not- 
witliitaoding  the  good  behaviour  of  the 
emancinated  population,  the  high  price  of 
labour  nad  necessarily  diminished  the  pro- 
duction, he  had  no  doubt  that  in  Jamaica, 
which  was  the  principal  of  our  West-India 
colonies,  and  with  wnich  he  was  particu- 
larly acquainted,  the  supply  would,  if  they 
had  fair  play,  be  again  raised  in  a  short 
time  to  wliHt  it  was  under  the  old  system. 
h>iuc«  Ihv  tvrininuiiou  uf  the  apprentice^ 


ship  he  had  gone  on  cultivating  his  pro- 
perty at  a  great  loss.  The  high  price  of 
sugar  this  year  might,  perhaps,  reltere  him 
from  actual  loss,  but  that  waa  a  stale  of 
things  which  could  not  endure  very  long. 
The  estates  must,  in  the  end,  go  out  of 
cultivation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  had  said  distinctly  the  other  even> 
ing  that  both  parties  attached  too  much 
importance  to  the  matter,  that  the  West 
Indians  felt  that  it  would  do  rather  more 
harm  to  them  than  it  really  would,  and, 
that  upon  the  whole,  he  did  not  think  it 
would  do  the  East  Indians  much  good.  It 
was  a  question  at  all  events  whether 
something  ought  not  to  be  conceded 
to  the  alarm  of  the  West  Indians.  To 
some  portion  of  the  House  these  were 
matters  of  vital  importance.  As  to  the 
question  before  the  public,  the  price  of 
sugar  was  certainly  high,  but  of  that  price 
it  was  to  be  remembered,  the  public  had 
to  pay  about  25f.  for  war  duties,  which 
were  pledged  to  be  removed  upon  the  ex- 
piration of  the  war,  and  which  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  last  year  had 
increased,  by  raising  the  customs  5  per 
cent.  He  would  now  suggest  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  President  of  the  Bciinl 
of  Trade,  a  verbal  amendment  upon  his 
resolution,  which  might  save  the  trouble  of 
dividing  the  House.  Instead  of  the  resolu- 
tion as  it  now  stood,  he  would  suggest  that 
the  words  should  be  **  gradually  xedoced.'* 
which  would  pledge  them  to  the  principle 
of  the  resolution,  but  would  remove  the 
objection  to  it  on  the  score  of  surprise. 

Dr.  Lushington  would,  for  the  present, 
exclude  from  his  view  of  the  subjoet  the 
state  of  slavery  in  the  East  Indies,  but 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
other  topics.  There  were  three  great  in- 
terests which  should  be  considered  by  the 
House  before  it  came  to  a  determination  on 
the  subject.  In  the  first  place,  they  ought 
to  consider  the  cfibct  of  the  present  system, 
and  of  the  proposed  measure  cm  the  con- 
sumer ;  they  also  had  to  consider  the  just 
claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  their  extensive 
douiinicms  in  the  east ;  and  they  likewise 
must  not  exclude  from  their  serious  atten- 
tion the  state  and  condition  uf  the  popula. 
tion  of  their  W>st- Indian  colonies.  These 
were  the  three  great  fioints  they  had  to 
l(X)k  to.  He  most  heartily  concurred  in 
the  gn*at  principles  laid  down  by  hb  risht 
hnn.  Friend,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  as  to  the  effect  of  their  proceedings 
in  India  ;  and  that  the  greatest  conse- 
quences might  n*stiU  fnmi  their  proceed* 
ings  uii  this  question,     lie  believed,  that 
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Great  Britain  bad  no  right  to  go  to  a  fo- 
reign territory,  and  make  the  great  con- 
quests which  she  had  done  in  India,  and  to 
continue  to  hold  possession  of  the  country, 
on  any  other  principle  than  for  the  promo- 
tion of  the  benefit  and  happiness  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country.     He  confessed, 
however,  that   he  could  not  look  back  on 
the  history  of  our  connection  with  India, 
without  strong  feelings  of  shame  and  sor- 
row.    He  might  admire  the  glory  gained 
by  our  arms,  and  the  great  achievements  of 
our  warriors  in  those  climes;  but  he  felt, 
at  the  same  time,  that  there  were  shades  of 
a  dark  hue  in  the  history  of  British  India, 
which  must  excite  painful  feelings.    If  our 
proceedings  in  that  extensive  territory  were 
carefully  regarded,  it  must  be   admitted, 
that  however  much  we  might  admire  the 
victories  gained  by    the    bravery   of    our 
troops^  that  the  measures  that  had  been 
adopted  in  the  government  of  the  country, 
were  not  calculated  to  promote  the  benefit 
and  happiness  of  the  people.     If  any   one 
wished  to  see  how  badly  our  duty  to  the 
people  of  India  had  been  performed,  it  was 
only  necessary  to  look  back  to  what  had 
been  done  during  the  last  ten  years.   They 
need  only  refer  to  the  result  of  the  labours 
of  the  committee  of  1832,  and  to  the  report 
that   had  been   then   prepared.     No    one 
could  read  those  documents  without  feel- 
ing, that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  British 
Legislature  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  re- 
medy these  particular  acts  of  injustice,  and 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  raise  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  and  to  remedy  some 
of  the  evils  that  had  been  inflicted  on  its 
inhabitants.     Who  could  read,  in   the  re- 
cent report  of  the  committee  of  the  House 
on  East- India  produce,  the  account  of  the 
destruction  of  the  manufactures,  and  the 
decline  of  the  produce   of  Dacca,  without 
entertaining  the  strongest  feelings  of  sym- 
pathy and  pain  ?     Entertaining  this  view 
of  the  subject,  it  was  impossible,  that  he 
should  not  feel  disposed  to  give  every  pos- 
sible aid  and  relief  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Hlndoostan,  and,  as  far  as  they  justly  could 
do  so  with  regard  to  other  interests,  raise 
them  up  from  their  present  sinking  and  de- 
clining state.     Again,  looking  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  great  body  of  the  consumers 
of  colonial  produce  in  this  country,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  feel  deeply  and  keenly  the 
injury  and  privations  inflicted  upon  them 
by  the  high  price  of  sugar.     This  operated 
witli  the  utmost  severity  on  the  inhabitants 
of  this  country  ;  and  it  was  not  possible  to 
supj>ose,  that  they  would  long  continue  to 


bear  it,  without  making  their  complaints 
heard  in  the  House,  in  a  manner  which, 
could  not  be  mistaken.     From  the  high- 
est to  the  lowest — from  the  wealthy  and 
respectable  middle  classes,  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  cottage  of  405.  a-year — all  felt 
aggrieved  at  the  monopoly   price  of  this 
article  of  necessary  and  general  consump- 
tion.    The  chief  objection,  however,  to  the 
proposed  measure  was  the  fear,  that  at- 
tempts might  be  made  to  introduce  slave 
produce  into  the  home  market.     Now,  he, 
in  spite  of  what  had  been  said  by  liis  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Lambeth,  as  to 
the  insigniflcance  of  this  consideration,  both 
actually  and  morally,  might  be  told,  that 
there  was  a  great  distinction  between  the 
dear  labour  of  our  colonies,  with  the  cheap 
labour  of  the  Brazils  and  Cuba,  but  he  was 
satisfied,  that  with  the  same  advantages  of 
soil,  and  with  the  same  convenience  of  in- 
gress and   egress  for  its   produce  ;    and, 
above  all,  if  the  slave-trade  was  truly  and 
honestly  put  down,  there  was  nothing  to 
fear  in  the  competition  between  free  and 
slave  labour.     But  if  his  hon.  Friend  meant 
to  assert,  that  the  produce  of  the  colonies 
nf  Great  Britain  would  stand  in  competi- 
tion in   the   foreign  market  with  that  of 
those  countries  which  openly  and  avow- 
edly carried  on  the  slave-trade,  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  say,  that  he  did  not  believe,  that 
they  could  do  so  for  a  single  moment.     At 
the  present  time,  the  price  of  Cuba  sugar 
was  2Ss.  per  hundred  weight.     In  that  is- 
land thousands  of  men  were  annually  em- 
ployed in  breaking  up  a  new  soil,  without 
any  regard  being  had  to  their  lives,  but 
were  treated  worse  than  post-horses.     He 
believed,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible,  that 
any  produce  of  free  labour  could  be  brought 
into  successful  competition,  as  long  as  the 
demand  for  labour,  without  regard  to  hu- 
man life,  was  fully  supplied  in  these  slave 
countries.     This  was  one  of  the  points  of 
view  in  which  he  regarded   the    present 
question.     As  for  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge, that  the  West  Indies  were  in  a  state 
of  transition,  and  that  they  should  be  al- 
lowed some  time  before  any  change  was 
eflTected,  and  that,  therefore,  this  measure 
should  be  postponed,  he  believed,  that  it 
very  much  orerrated  the  difficulties  of  the 
case.     It  was  his  firm  conviction,  that  this 
measure  never  could  affect  them,  and  could 
not  produce  any  mischievous  effects  in  the 
West- Indian  colonies.     He  would  not  rc- 
()eat  the  argument  of  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Labouchcre),  on  this  subject,  but  be 
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SDre«  that  the  reaolz  ei  die  xrxteK ,  dkrinctiaD  between  doamk  or  pndid 
JByrttigation  vcald  be,  to  iliow,  tiuc  cbe  iiaverT  in  the  East  Indies,  but  ke  frauld 
evils  that  were  aadcipatal  veie  alcogether  ,  uke  cue  as  s  famre  stage  of  the  bSl  to 
ffOuJidlsaiL  He  recollected,  cLu  in  tLe  j  aak  rhe  Houde  to  uke  swk  stepit  tt>  pve- 
dueuifiioiii  on  the  pmpoakdoa  to  admit  tiie  |  rent  the  iatrodoctioa  ci  §Lkwz  |eodiice  m 
sj^ar  of  the  Mauritini  at  rhe  iame  dutj  as  the  oountrr  was  justified  in  denending  as 
that  of  our  West-Iodian  posMssums.  and  a  pcocectioo.  He  ought  be  told,  that  there 
which  he  strongiT  opposed  at  the  lime,  wa5  no  slare  produce  now ;  if  that  were 
under  the  oonTiction  that  the  ^laTe-crade .  the  case,  the  restricdons  which  he  shoold 
wad  still  carried  on  in  the  former  colooj,  propose,  could  do  no  harm ;  but  if  there 
Mr.  Huskisson  said,  more  than  once,  that  was  slave  produce,  he  oolj  propowad  to 
he  never  for  a  moment  beliered,  that  East-  adopt  proper  checks  and  cautions.  He 
India  produce  could  enter  into  successful  hoped  to  bring  forward  a  motion  whidi,  if 
cnmpetiticn  with  that  of  the  West  Indies.  ,  slarerr  should  exist,  would  finallj  put  an 
The  view  taken  of  the  subject  bv  that  dis-  -  end  to  it. 

tinguubed  statesman  had  been  fullj  con- 1  Viscount  Sandom  said,  there  was  one 
firmed  br  the  result  of  the  admission  of ;  class  which  bad  not  been  mentioned  in 
East-Indian  sugar  at  the  reduced  duty  into  -  the  debate,  bnt  which  be  looked  upon  at 
the  home  market.  It  had  been  stated,  that  |  verj  important — the  free  labonren  of  the 
the  resultof  the  competition  of  East- Indian  j  West  Indies.  The  House  ought  to  pro- 
with  West- Indian  rum,  would  be  to  throw  '  lect  the  great  experiment  of  free  labow 
the  latter  enUrely  oot  of  the  home  market.  ,  which  it  had  there  set  on  foot.  With  this 
But  what  was  the  ca^se  at  the  present  mo-  j  view  be  thought  it  of  great  importance 
ment  in  the  foreign  market.*  Did  the  '■  to  encourage  the  exertions  of  the  West- 
intmdoction  of  East- Indian  rum  into  those  India  proprietors  to  maintain  and  pro- 
pbces  so  materially  affect  prices,  or  drive  nr.ote  the  industry  of  those  colonies.  The 
West-Indian  produce  out  of  competition.^  House  should  beware  of  doing  any  thing 
The  truth  was,  from  all  that  he  could  learn,  '  ^hich  would  induce  the  West-Indian  body 
that  the  West  Indies  were  recovering  from  '  jq  withdraw  their  capital,  or  diminish  their 
the  state  of  depres^jion  in  which  they  had  ;  e.ertions  in  the  promotion  of  colonial  in- 
fallen.  As  a  proof  of  this,  he  would  men- .  j^j^y,  and  thereby  endanger  the  success 
tion,  that  in  the  island  of  Antigua,  whicli  |  ^f  ^^^^  ^^^  experiment  which  had  al- 
was  formerly  one  of  the  poorest  of  our  «,-  ^eady  cost  ihe  country  so  much.  He  coo- 
lonies,  with  a  wom^ut  «>il  there  ha.1  ;  f^^  ^^at  neither  of  the  propositions  now 
been  a  great  increase  in  the  produce  of  the  ,  ^^^^^  ,^^  committee  for  the  immediate  or 
colony,  which  was  now  m  a  most  thnvinc;  I  „,.j..„i  _  _i-  .•  r  .u  j  . 
.*..«      \^'      '    u    \^A        •*  ,^  .  gradual  equalization  of  the  duty  on  mm 

state.     Again,  m  Harbanocn,  it  appeared   ;  ^„_.i .  i  •  r  .i_     •     .•  j 

..  .  •*i.'lk  -  *•  n\  ^^i,  exactly  met  his  views  of  the  justice  and 
that  with  the  exception  of  last  year,  when  1    ^i-         r  .i  t     i  •         •  •        *«. 

•k«-   I   J  u  f  11-        o"  ,  |K)licy  of  the  case.     In  his  opinion,  the 

there  had  been  a  fallinc-on  m  consequenn-  .•,•'.       r  .,         .    ,  .   '^        ,\  , 

of  a  severe  drought,  there  had  WiTi  j^^ra-  .  "^7"^»  ^[  ^}f  ^^^»<^  empire  would  be 
dual  increase  in  The  produce,  and  the  colon  v  ;  ^'^«*  promoted  by  fixing  a  limited  period  - 
was  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  sam.  i  'f^  .^l*  ^^^^f'  ^»»^'"  J^""  equalizatioii 
was  the  case  with  British  (;uiana,  Trini-  s'^ojid  be  carried  into  elftd.  Tins  would 
dad,  und  other  of  our  colonies,  but  he  u*l-  i  ^"^^'•^  *^«  ,^\"^  '"^'.r"'  «"  P^^^';**  *"  "?" 
mitted,  that  this  might  not  be  the  case  with    *'^^»'^   «^  labour    which    was   absolutely 

necessary  to  enable  them  to  sustain  com- 
fvelition  witli  ihost'  cngagt^d  in  the  oultiva- 
tiun  uf  sugar  in  the  cast.  The  struggle  at 
present  was  an  untqual  one  ;  it  was  essen- 
lidlly  fettered  labour  against  free  labour. 
Parliament  had  not  yet  devised  measures 
which  would  allow  a  free  immigration  of 
labourers  into  iho  West- India  colonies 
uiiiidut  tlu*  risk  of  inhumanity;  and  the 
price  of  labour  bi'ing  thus  enhanced  arti- 
ficially by  restrictions  of  our  own,  some 
reasonable  space,  if  not  positive  encou- 
ragement, should  at  least  be  aflbrded  10 
increase  the  supply.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  suggestion  he  had  offered,  of  fifing 
some  period  when  the  e<|ualiutioo  shodUl 


Jamaica,  or  other  colonies,  where,  he  be- 
lieved, that  there  would  lie  found  circuin 
stances  of  a  hx^l  nature,  mutcrially  to 
interfere  with  the  pn>spiTity  of  the  colony. 
With  respect  to  the  present  measure,  ho 
would  only  obsi'rve,  that  he  would  not  su|>- 
port  any  bill  on  the  subject,  unless  it  con- 
tained ample  pn>visions  to  prevent  the  im- 
portation of  slave-grown  rum  into  this 
country.  If  this  were  not  done,  the  West 
Indians  would  have  good  grounds  of  com- 
plaint, and  the  ])eoplc  of  Kngland  would  lie 
justified  in  nMiionst rating,  alter  tliey  had 
given  2(),(KXJ,000/.  to  put  a  8t(»p  to  slavery 
in  the  colonies.  He  would  not,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  go  into  the  questioa  of  the 
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mke  effect,  would  find  some  favour  with 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Labouehere  did  not  think  it  at  all 
advisable  to  accede  to  the  proposition.  In 
point  of  fact,  even  if  the  resolution  were 
passed,  and  the  bill  to  be  founded  on  it 
carried  into  effect,  a  considerable  interval 
must  of  necessity  elapse  before  it  could 
come  into  operation.  It  was  his  intention 
in  aH  cases  to  insist  on  the  production  of 
a  certificate  from  India,  so  that  neither  the 
rum  now  in  bond,  nor  that  now  on  its  way 
to  this  country,  could  be  affected  by  the 
equalization.  It  must  at  least  take  six 
months  before  the  bill  could  come  into 
operation,  even  allowing  no  time  at  all  for 
the  increase  of  the  establishments  in 
India.  If  the  House  were  satisfied  of  the 
justice  of  the  proposition,  and  that  it 
could  not  inflict  any  serious  evil  on  the 
West  Indies  by  carrying  it  into  immediate 
operation,  he  sufatmitted  it  would  only  be 
trifling  to  adopt  any  amendment,  the  ten- 
dency of  which  would  be  to  interpose  any 
delay. 

Mr.  tfagg  could  not  help  thinking  it 
would  be  gross  inconsistency  in  the  right 
hon,  and  learned  Member  for  the  Tower 
Hamlets  attempting  to  introduce  such  a 
proviso  as  he  had  described,  '*  provided 
always,  that  it  is  not  the  produce  of  slave 
labour.''  He  could  not  allow  that  a  single 
pound  of  sugar  was  ever  exported  from 
Calcutta,  or  ever  manufactured  in  India, 
the  produce  of  slave  labour.  But  if  there 
was  the  remotest  ground  for  the  impu- 
tation which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  thrown  out,  he  hoped 
some  remedy  more  substantial  and  worthy 
the  cause  of  freedom  would  be  introduced, 
than  the  ridiculous  and  paltry  check  he 
proposed  by  way  of  a  proviso. 

Sir  C.  Grey  denied  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  east,  and  defied  the  inge- 
nuity of  his  right  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
to  draw  up  any  clause  to  effect  his  purpose 
without  throwing  the  whole  bill  into  utter 
confusion. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  this  was  a  most  im- 
portant discussion,  for  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  they  were  now,  in  fact,  called 
upon  finally  to  decide  the  question,  and 
that,  after  the  resolution  had  been  passed, 
it  would  not  be  competent  for  them  in 
committee  on  the  bill  to  alter  the  tenonr 
of  the  proposition  so  far  as  the  increase 
of  any  duty  was  concerned.  He  had, 
therefore,  to  state  very  briefly  to  the  House 
the  impresiion  left  on  his  mmd  by  reading 
the  evidence  'which  had  been  taken  tieAm 


both  committees.  His  impression  migbt 
be  an  erroneous  one,  but  it  was  at  least 
unbiassed  by  party  consklerations,  and  by 
any  personal  interest  in  the  question.  He 
was  utterly  unconnected  both  with  the 
Bast  and  West  Indies,  and  if  he  had  any 
leaning  at  all,  it  must  be  towards  the 
consumer.  It  was  impossible,  he  thought, 
to  deny  the  principle  laid  down  in  the 
Lords*  report,  that  the  colonial  depend- 
encies of  the  British  empire  should  be 
treated  with  perfect  equality.  It  also  be.' 
came  important  to  consider  what  was  per- 
fect equality.  They  could  not  decide  this 
by  a  mere  equalization  of  duties.  It  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  to  consider  whether 
the  colonies  in  respect  of  which  they  were 
about  to  equalize  the  duties  were  them- 
selves on  an  equality  as  to  facilities  of  im- 
port. That  was  a  consideration  they  were 
bound  not  to  overlook;  but  the  genenJ 
principle  appeared  unquestionable.  If  the 
principle  itself  were  indubitable,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  considering  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  our  Indian  empire,  to 
apply,  with  special  force,  to  the  situation 
of  that  country.  Looking  to  its  immense 
extent,  the  vast  importance,  yet  extreme 
difliculty,  of  procuring  any  satisfactory 
mode  of  adjusting  the  remittances  from 
the  east — above  all,  when  he  considered 
the  injury  we  had  in  one  sense  inflicted  on 
the  native  industry  of  that  country  by  the 
importation  of  our  own  manufactures,  he 
did  think  the  general  piinciple  of  equality 
between  colonial  dependencies  applied 
with  at  least  unrestricted  force  to  the 
British  possessions  in  India,  with  refer- 
ence to  our  dependencies  in  any  other 
portion  of  the  globe.  Some  of  the  argu- 
ments brought  forward  against  the  equal- 
ization of  duty  did  not  make  any  im« 
pression  on  his  mind.  The  facility  of 
making  spirits  from  rice  must  be  disre* 
garded ;  the  comparative  cheapness  of  la- 
bour, too,  in  the  East  Indies,  could  not  b^ 
admitted  as  a  valid  objection  to  the  equal*^ 
ization  of  duties.  He  came,  therefore,  to 
the  other  argument  urged  by  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Membet 
for  the  Tower  Hamlets — namely,  th6  ex- 
istence of  slavery  in  the  East  Indies,  as  a 
reason  for  subjecting  imports  to  discrimi- 
nating duties  as  compared  with  the  pro- 
duce of  the  West  Indief.  He  was  bound 
to  say,  he  could  not  admit  the  force  of 
that  argument.  After  referring  to  the 
best  evidence  he  could  procure  upon  th» 
subject,  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  admit 
Ant 'ilaverj  tdirted  in  the  East  Indioi 
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under  any  circumstances  which  would  eo-  .  Hit  ground  for  that  course  of  proceed- 
title  them  to  say,  that  equalization  should  ing  was,  that  the  West  Indies  had  a  right 
be  postponed  until  what  was  so  called  to  say,  "  You  ought  to  have  giveo  us  early 
slavery  was  abolished.  If  the  argument  notice  of  your  iutentions."  He  thought 
of  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the  experiments  which  had  been  made 
had  any  force  at  all,  if  they  conceived  that  upon  their  interests  and  the  state  of  so- 
a  state  of  slavery  existed  in  the  Edsl  In-  ciety  there,  had  been  experimeuts  of  the 
dies  which  should  disentitle  to  equal  pro-  g:reatest  magnitude,  but  the  existence 
tection,  why  not  adopt  measures  for  its  of  tiie  state  of  transition  should  not 
immediate  abolition  ?  But  when  the  learned  hive  prevented  the  Government  at  home 
Gentleman  came  to  consider  the  connexion  from  laying  the  foundation  of  equalization, 
of  that  sort  of  forced  labour  with  the  and,  therefore,  the  West  Indies  had  now 
system  of  task- work,  he  would  tind  it  more  a  right  to  say,  that  the  measure  was  hanh 
ditHcult  tiian  he  now  imagined  to  abolish  towards  ilicm.  He  was  of  opiuion,  that 
it  by  act  cf  Parliament.  To  postpone,  before  the  House  proceeded  to  the  equal - 
however,  the  equalizaiion  of  the  duty  on  j  ization  of  duties  in  the  month  of  February, 
East  and   West  India  rum  until    he  had  ]  1341,  the  Government  ought,  in  the  course 


actually  settled  that  abolition,  would  be 
deferring  its  operation  to  a  much   more 


of  last  Session,  to  have  given  some  notice, 
and  announced  its  intention  on  the  sub- 


distant  period  than  even  the  most  ardent  ject.  Not  only,  however,  was  there  an 
advocate  of  the  West  Indians  could  wish.  •  absence  of  all  notice,  but  the  proceedings 
To  define  exactly  what  constituted  slavery  I  adopted  by  Parliament  had  a  direct  tcn- 


in  a  country  circumstanced  like  the  East 
Indies  must  lead  to  a  conflict  in  the 
Custom-house  regulations,  which  would 
practically  exclude  any  regulation  of  the 
kind  proposed.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the 
ordinary  arguments  applied  against  the 
principle  of  equalization,  he  ivas  bound  to 
say  they  did  not  produce  any  impression 
on  his  mind.  But  at  the  same  time  he 
did  entertain  a  doubt,  lie  did  not  agree 
with  this  passage  in  the  report  of  the 
House  of  Lords — **  We  are  reluctantly 
compelled  to  admit  that  tiie  circumstances 


dency  to  mislead.  For  what  did  the  West 
Indians  find  ?  They  found  that,  with  the 
consent  of  the  Government,  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  in  the  course  of  last 
year,  but  no  intimation  was  given  by  the 
Government,  that  the  object  of  the  com- 
mittee was  to  provide  for  the  equalization 
of  the  duties  on  East- India  and  West- 
India  rums.  They  found  a  voluminous 
report  from  the  House  of  Lords— more 
voluminous  indeed  than  was  necessary — 
vuluminous  as  far  as  evidence  was  con- 
cerned, and  no  intimation  was  given,  at 


u  umouni  lo  an  mueunuc  postpone-  ^  uuy  luui  that  report  leanmg  most  justly, 
.  Next  year  there  might  be  circuni.  \  in  his  opinion,  towards  the  East-India 
es  wiiich  would  render  the  npplica-  '  claims;  laying  cown  the  great  principles 
of  the  principle  still  loss  convenient '  of  C((uity,  and  indicating  an  inclination  on 


detailed  in  the  evidence  as  to  the  state  of:  the  time,  that  evidence  was  laid  upon  the 
transition  in  which  our  West-India  colonies  Table  in  the  course  of  last  Session,  that  on 
now  are.HfTord  grounds  for  excepting  them  the  part  of  the  Government,  the  cqualix- 
al  present  from  the  rigorous  application  of ;  ation  of  the  rum  duties  was  in  conteni- 
tlie  general  |)riuciplo  of  equality."  If  lliey  I  plalion.  The  West  Indians  then  referred 
acted  on  that  principle,  their  conduct ,  to  the  rr|>ort  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
would  amount  to  an  indefinite  postpone-  they  find  that  report  leaning  most  justly, 
nient.     ^' -- *»  - :-i-i>    --  !...:-      _•   •  _     .      _    .     ..       ....    .- 

stances 
tion 

than  at  present.  The  most  satisfactory  '  the  part  of  the  I^rds*  committee  to  find  a 
and  just  course,  perhaps,  would  have  ht-en  ,  remedy  for  the  complaints  made  by  the 
to  take  some  step  for  the  mimed iate  io<  >  East  Indies.  They  found,  in  that  report, 
duction  of  the  duty,  and  piovide  for  its !  the  passage  he  had  already  quoted,  and 
ultimate  extinction  at  no  distant  period.  |  he  asked  any  person  to  consider  the  posi- 
lle  would  reduce  the  duty  on  East- India  tion  under  such  circumstances  of  the  West- 
rum,  say  2s.  a  gallon  this  year,  and  'J.v. ,  India  colonic*;.  Seeing  that  no  indication 
more  the  year  after,  providin;;  for  an  assi- ;  had  been  given  by  the  Government — that 
niilatiou  of  duty  at  the  end  of  three  years. '  no  report  had  been  made  ou  the  subject 
That  would  be  a  perfect  guarantee  to  the  .  by  the  House  of  Commons,  but  in  the 
I'^ast  Indians  that  we  rcco;;ni/.rd  the  prin-  Lords'  report  there  being  a  distinct  ad  mis- 
eipic  of  equality,  and  also  that  the  l.egis- ;  sion  — in  which  he  did  not  concur — tbatthe 
luinie  took  immediate  and  clfectual  mea- '  time  had  not  arrived  when  anv  step  could 
tfuris  fur  defining  the  period  when  the  dis- 1  well  be  taken  for  (he  equalization  of  these 

criminating  duties  should  entirely  cease. '  duties,  was  ii  not  more  Uma  probaUt  Chat 
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every  West  Indian  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  month  of  February, 
1841,  would  pass  without  any  proposition 
of  this  nature  being  made.  He  also  felt 
the  force  of  the  observations  made  by  his 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Sandon)  with  reference 
to  West-India  pecuniary  interest,  and  he 
certainly  thought  that  it  was  of  immense 
importance,  that  the  great  experiment  of 
the  substitution  of  free  labour  for  slave 
labour  in  the  West  Indies  should  be  suc- 
cessful, not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  colo- 
nies themselves,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
of  depriving  France  and  the  United  States 
of  an  opportunity  of  appealing  to  the 
failure  of  the  experiment  made  by  this 
country  as  a  justification  for  abstaining 
from  following  its  example.  He  thought 
every  instant  precipitate  removal  of  capital 
from  the  West  Indies  would  have  a  great 
tendency  to  disturb  the  due  progress  of 
that  experiment,  and  to  prejudice  its  suc- 
cess ;  it  was  not  improbable  that  some  of 
the  most  respectable  inhabitants  of  the 
West  Indies  might  be  tempted  to  with- 
draw their  capital  from  those  colonies  for 
the  purpose  of  speculation  in  the  £ast 
Indies,  a  proceeding  which  he  feared 
would  have  a  most  prejudicial  effect  upon 
the  result  of  the  great  experiment  to  which 
he  had  adverted.  On  the  whole,  there- 
fore, he  contended  it  would  have  been 
more  consistent  with  justice  to  have  taken 
some  immediate  step  towards  a  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  East-India  produce,  thereby 
recognizing  the  principle  of  equalization, 
and  giving  a  pledge  to  carry  it  into  effect 
within  a  definitive  time.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  notice  to  the  colonies,  this, 
to  his  mind,  would  have  been  a  much 
more  satisfactory  course;  but  he  felt  so 
strongly  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the 
East  Indies — he  felt  so  strongly  the  im- 
portance of  some  immediate  step  being 
taken  for  the  application  of  the  principle  of 
equalization,  that  if  some  other  non.  Mem- 
ber proposed  a  reduction  in  the  way  he 
stated — viz.,  an  immediate  reduction,  and 
the  definition  of  the  time  when  the  duty 
should  be  totally  repealed-^ he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  it.  Unless 
such  a  proposal,  however,  was  made,  he 
had  no  wish,  on  his  part,  to  disturb  the 
unanimity  of  the  House  by  calling  for  a 
division  on  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite. 

Viscount  Sandon  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  whe- 
ther it  were  the  inteation  of  Gorenuae|it 


to  propose  the  adoption  of  any  measures 
for  the  promotion  of  emigration  to  the 
West-India  colonies  ? 

Lord  /.  Russell  asked  if  the  question  of 
his  noble  Friend  applied  to  emigration 
from  India  particularly,  or  from  the  colo- 
nies generally  ? 

Lord  Sandon. — ^To  emigration  from  any 
part  of  the  globe. 

Lord  /.  Russell  replied,  that  with  re- 
gard to  free  emigration  from  India,  the 
noble  Lord  was  aware  that,  by  a  decbion 
of  the  House  last  year,  further  inform- 
ation was  called  for  on  the  subject,  and 
since  that  time  there  had  been  a  report 
made,  which,  however,  did  not  come  to 
any  decisive  result.  With  respect  to  emi"> 
gration  from  other  quarters  of  the  globe, 
there  arose  a  different  question.  There 
could  be  no  objection  to  voluntary  emi- 
gration from  India  to  the  West  Indies, 
individuals  paying  the  passage-money,  but 
it  would  not  be  just  or  fair  to  raise  a  tax 
in  the  colonies  for  such  a  purpose.  In 
the  next  place,  for  the  good  of  the  colonies 
themselves,  great  care  had  been  taken  to 
see  that  emigration  was  properly  con- 
ducted, and  that  there  should  not  be  that 
disproportion  of  sexes  which  had  caused 
so  many  evils  in  some  of  the  colonies* 
There  remained  a  third  consideration, 
which  was  to  take  care,  by  every  possible 
means,  that,  under  the  name  of  emigration, 
nothing  like  the  slave  trade  from  the  coast 
of  Africa  should  arise.  All  these  con- 
siderations he  had  held  in  view  in  look- 
ing at  the  laws  passed  by  the  colonies  them- 
selves. With  respect  to  Trinidad,  there  an 
Order  in  Council  had  lately  been  passed, 
altering  a  former  order,  which  forbade  emi- 
gration from  Africa  to  Trinidad  as  far  as 
it  related  to  Sierra  Leone.  In  Jamaica, 
an  act  had  passed^  which  he  last  year 
stated  required  amendment,  and  though 
the  bill  effecting  those  amendments  had 
not  yet  been  officially  received  in  this 
country,  still  it  had  been  passed  with  the 
same  limitations  as  the  Order  in  Council 
at  Trinidad,  and  it  was  probable  also  that 
in  British  Guiana,  the  same  measures  would 
be  adopted. 

Resolution  agreed  to,  and  the  House  re-> 
sumed. 

Wats  and  Means.]  The  Chancellor 
(^the  Exchequer  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day    for    a    Committee    of  Ways    and 

Means. 
Mr.  Goulbum  pointed  out  an  irregu* 

larity,  as  it  appeared' to  Uni;  in  the  course 


63a 


Railwayi* 


{COMMONS} 


liaihtmp$^ 


6t4 


proposed.  The  practice  has  been  to  get  a 
vote  of  supply,  and  then  to  go  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Now  at  pre- 
sent only  a  fictitious  vote  had  been  taken, 
and  be  hoped  this  departure  from  the  old 
practice  would  not  be  drawn  into  a  prece- 
dent. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
there  was  no  novelty  in  the  course  he 
proposed,  which  had  been  invariably  fol- 
lowed of  late  years.  He  admitted  the  vote 
he  had  taken  was  a  mere  fiction,  but  like 
many  others,  such  as  John  Doe  and  Rich- 
ard Roe,  it  was  a  very  useful  fiction. 

Sir  jR.  Peel  said,  it  would  be  better  to 
postpone  the  present  vote  for  a  day  or 
two,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  establish- 
ing a  bad  precedent.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  there  was  no  novelty  in  the 
proceeding — this  course  certainly  was  not 
followed  in  the  good  year  1835. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ob- 
served, that  there  was  no  novelty,  except 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
stated  the  truth. 

Mr.  Herries  suggested,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  postpone  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  order  that  the  system  might 
be  put  in  a  better  course.  If  the  transfer 
of  aid  was  now  taken,  it  would,  legally 
speaking,  be  a  mis-appropriation,  if  ap* 
plied  before  the  1st  of  April,  1841.  In 
the  case  of  the  navy  estimate,  this  had 
been  done  to  the  extent  of  300,000/.,  and 
it  was  clearly  illegal. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  con- 
sented to  the  postponement  of  the  com- 
niittoe. 

Committee  postponed. 

Uau.wayh,]  Mr.  f.a/»()i<cAffrr moved  the 
second  rending  of  the  linilways  Bill. 

Mr.  JIawes  winhcd,  that  time  should  be 
be  given  to  afford  opportunity  to  consider 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  if  the  second 
reading  were  allowed,  he  would  consent 
not  to  go  into  committee  on  the  bill  for  a 
fortnight,  and  would  give  notice  of  the 
precise  day. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  hoped  the  bill  would 
not  be  committed  till  that  day  three 
weeks. 

Mr.  Labouchere  thought,  that  he  had 
given  the  parties  affected  by  the  bill  am- 
ple opportunity  for  considering  it;  and  he 
hoped,  that  the  hon.  Member  would  be 
satisfied  with  his  (Mr.  Laboucbere's)  ge- 
neral assurance,  not  prematurely  to  press 
on  the  bill. 


Sir  R.  Peel  expressed  a  hope,  that  this 
bill  would,  as  far  as  possible,  be  carried 
through  in  unison  with  the  feelingi  of  the 
railway  companies.  He  did  not  mean, 
that  the  Government  should  comply  with 
any  unreasonable  demands  on  the  part  of 
the  companies,  but  it  certainly  would  be 
more  effective  if  passed  with  their  ap* 
proval.  After  all,  the  great  tecurity  for 
the  public  was  to  be  foand  in  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  companies.  It  was  their  in* 
terest  to  make  travelling  secnre,  for  per- 
sons travelling  for  pleasure  would  not  go 
by  railways  if  they  felt  they  coald  not  do 
so  in  safety.  As  far  as  he  conld  jadge,  the 
Birmingham  and  London,  and  Grand 
Junction  Railways  were  admirably  con- 
ducted. Whenever  accidents  happened, 
they  did  all  in  their  power  by  making 
fresh  arrangements  to  prevent  their  re- 
currence. 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  that  every  endea- 
vour would  be  made  to  carry  the  bill  with 
the  support  of  the  directors  of  the  railway 
companies.  The  companies  had  always 
yielded  to  the  representations  of  the  Go- 
vernment whether  they  had  infringed  the 
Acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  railways, 
and  had  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  pro- 
secutions to  be  resorted  to  against  them. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  hoped,  that  some  re- 
lief would  be  given  to  the  postaasten, 
who  were  much  oppressed  in  conseqneDoe 
of  the  railways,  the  companies  payuig 
much  less  duty  per  passenger  than  the 
postmasters.  If,  mstead  of  the  duty  of 
one  halfpenny  on  every  four  passengen 
per  railway,  a  penny  were  exacted,  it 
would  give  the  postmasters  some  relief. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Monday,  February  15,  1841. 

UiwmEH,']  BUIs.  flMd  a  flnt  UiiM:<»EartpIiiilia  Rami 
County  Brldfei.<— Rod  •  feeood  Ume :— AdmlBUnUcm 
of  Juftioe  (Na  1  and  f) ;  TurapUw  Acto  CootiaoaDee 
(IreUnd).— Read  a  Uihd  Ume:— Court  of  rirlKqicr 
(Irriand). 

PeUtioof  praunted.  By  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Eaathof*.  Mr. 
Omuby  Gore,  and  Mr.  Law  Hodfci,  from  WbiladHpal. 
Lcionter,  C^niarTOD»  and  TarkNM  oUier  flmom,  ^fataat 
the  existing  I>oor-lawK— By  Sir  E.  KnatchtouU,  Me.  La* 
bourtwre.  Sir  E.  L.  Bulver,  and  Mr.  Maoaolay.  in  fkmor 
of,  and  by  Mr.  S.  O'Brien,  afaimt  the  CopyrighC  of  ]>»> 
aipu  BilL— By  Sir  R.  Inglit.  Mr.  Mika.  and  Sir  T.  Fl»» 
mantle,  from  Southampton,  Hinton,  Btewitt, 
thire,  and  plaoef  in  Bucks,  In  fkrour  of  Onock 
sioD.— By  Mr.  Macauky,  from  Edfaiboigh,  fv 
the  Medical  Education,  and  for  an  Atttnttan  ct  tht 
TariflV— By  Sir  H.  Vivian,  from  a  Madtaal  Sodaty  In 
Cornwall,  for  Medical  ReAinn.— By  Mr.  LoddMrt,  ftom 
Wnt-India  MerchaaH  hi  Glfow,  ipinit  flka  ■fiMlim 
tion  of  the  Duty  on  East  and  WeH  India  Piodni,— By 
Mr.  T.  Parker,  fton  Attoncyt  md  SoBdiaBomHl 
Ibr  tte  BmvaloT  fti  OnOI  d  UvaAliiMy  li  I 
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vleinity  of  the  Intu  of  Couft«*By  Mr.  Ormsby  Gore, 
ftom  Oswestry,  for  an  Extension  of  the  means  of  SpirU 
tual  Instruction  in  the  Colonics. — By  Mr.  T.  Duncombc, 
ftom  Manchester,  for  the  Pardon  and  Restoration  of 
Frost,  Williams,  and  Jones. — By  Mr.  M.  Phili()s,  from 
Manchester,  for  an  Alteration  of  the  Laws  relating  to 
the  Exportation  of  Madiinery. 

Commercial  Treaty  with  France.] 
Mr.  Grote  begged  permission  to  put  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  duty  on  foreign  wines  and 
spirits.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  in  bringing  forward  the  budget 
of  last  year,  reserved  a  considerable  sum 
in  consequence  of  a  contemplated  diminu- 
tion in  the  duty  on  foreign  wines  and 
spirits.  It  was  understood  that  negotia- 
tions had  been  going  on  with  the  French 
government  since  that  period,  connected 
with  the  reduction  of  those  duties;  but 
the  uncertainty  that  still  existed  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  reduction,  or,  indeed,  the 
doubt  that,  under  all  circumstances,  might 
be  fairly  entertained  as  to  whether  there 
was  to  be  any  reduction  at  all,  occasioned 
much  inconvenience  and  embarrassment 
to  the  trade.  The  question,  therefore, 
that  he  wished  to  put  was,  whether  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  enter- 
tained a  hope  of  the  probable  and  speedy 
conclusion  of  the  arrangements  between 
the  governments  of  the  two  countries,  and 
a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  wines  and  spirits 
consequent  thereupon. 

Mr.  LaboucherCt  before  answering  the 
question  put  to  him  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  London,  begged  to  set  him  right  upon 
a  point  on  which  he  had  fallen  into  a  mis- 
take as  to  what  was  last  year  said  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  It  was  true,  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  stated,  that  he  thought  it 
right  to  provide  a  certain  sum  for  duties 
which  he  apprehended  might  be  diminish- 
ed in  consequence  of  negotiations  then 
going  on  with  the  French  government; 
but  his  right  hon.  Friend  carefully  guarded 
himself  as  to  wines  or  brandies,  or  other 
articles  upon  which  he  thought  it  likely 
the  reduction  would  be  effected.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  suspense  occasioned  by 
the  protracted  nature  of  the  negotiations 
going  on  between  that  country  and  France 
had  caused  great  inconvenience  to  the 
trade,  and  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
put  an  end  to  that  suspense  as  speedily 
as  possible.  Under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to 
urge  upon  the  French  goyernment  the 


dpeedy  settlement  of  the  question,  and  he 
certainly  should  have  done  so  were  it  not 
for  motives  which  would  obviously  suggest 
themselves  to  the  House.  He  trusted, 
however^  that  he  should  be  able,  in  the 
course  of  a  short  time,  to  give  a  distinct 
answer  upon  the  subject. 

Administration  of  Justice  Bill.] 
Lord  /.  Russell  begged,  for  a  moment,  to 
claim  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  (Sir  E.  Sugden)  op- 
posite with  reference  to  the  Administra- 
tion of  Justice  (No.  2)  Bill.  When  that 
bill  was  introduced,  he  had  informed  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
oppose  it,  but  that  he  could  not  then 
state  in  what  stage  of  the  measure  that 
opposition  would  be  offered.  He  was 
unable,  at  that  moment,  to  state  all  the 
reasons  and  grounds  which  he  wished  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  stating,  for  not 
acceding  to  the  bill,  in  consequence  of 
the  indisposition  of  the  Lord  Chancellor. 
The  objections  that  he  entertained  would, 
perhaps,  be  more  properly  stated  upon  the 
motion  for  the  second  reading,  which 
stood  for  that  evening;  but  as  he  was 
prevented  by  the  circumstance  to  which 
he  had  alluded  from  entering  into  the 
subject  at  that  moment,  he  should  not 
propose  to  resist  the  second  reading,  pro* 
vided  it  were  distinctly  understood  that 
he  should  have  an  opportunity  afforded  to 
him  of  stating  his  objections  fully  on  the 
motion  for  going  into  committee. 

Sir  Edward  Sugden  was  very  much  ob- 
liged to  the  noble  Lord  for  explaining  the 
course  he  proposed  to  pursue.  He  thought 
that  the  bill  which  he  had  had  the  honour 
to  introduce  ought  to  be  read  a  second 
time  that  evening,  in  order  that  it  might 
go  on  pari  passu  with  that  of  the  Attor* 
ney-general.  But  he  had  not  the  slight* 
est  objection,  under  the  circumstances 
that  had  been  referred  to,  to  allow  the 
discussion  to  stand  over  till  the  period 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  intimated. 

Customs  Duties — East-InbiaRum.] 
On  the  motion  of  Lord  John  Russell,  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Customs 
Duties  Acts  was  brought  up. 

On  the  question  that  the  Report  be 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  (y  Cornell  wished  to  observe,  that 
this  measure  was  calculated  to  do  much 
more  good  to  England  than  to  India.  It 
was  calculated  to  duninish  the  price  ol 


637 


CuU(m9  DiUiei-^  {OOMUONS} 


Eait-Imdia  Rmm, 


698 


lu^y  and  alio  the  price  of  rum  to  tlie 
British  consumer.  It  was  very  important, 
therefore,  to  the  British  consumer,  seeing 
that  the  price  of  sugar  was  now  so  very 
high.  It  was  also  calculated  to  be  of 
much  benefit  to  the  British  manufacturer. 
By  opening  a  market  for  the  produce  of 
ndia  in  England,  a  wider  market  would 
be  obtained  for  the  manufactures  of  Eng- 
land in  India.  So  that  in  both  of  these 
respects,  the  measure  would  be  particular- 
ly useful.  He  was,  therefore,  glad  that 
it  had  been  undertaken;  and  having  inti- 
mated some  opposition  to  it  upon  its  in- 
troduction, he  now  readily  waived  that 
opposition  upon  the  ground  he  had  just 
stated ;  and  also,  because  he  agreed  with 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Control,  that  the  question 
of  slavery  in  India  was  of  too  much  im- 
portance to  be  entertained  or  discussed 
incidentally.  Undoubtedly  a  matter  of 
that  kind  demanded  to  be  brought  forward 
in  a  distinct  and  separate  form ;  and  he 
should  be  glad  to  have  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  it  upon  its  own  merits. 
He  might,  perhaps,  have  been  induced  to 
enter  somewhat  more  at  length  into  the 
subject  upon  the  present  occasion,  except 
that  he  thought  the  papers  moved  for  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  civilian,  the 
Member  for  the  Tower  Hamlets  (Dr. 
liushington),  were  calculated  to  throw 
much  additional  light  upon  the  matter, 
and  it  was  desirable  that  the  question, 
whenever  it  was  discussed,  should  be 
approached  with  all  the  information  that 
could  be  obtained  regarding  it.  For, 
although  slavery  in  India  was  qualified  by 
the  slaves  having  rights  which  they  had 
not  in  other  countries  where  slavery  was 
admitted,  yet  its  influence  upon  society, 
particularly  in  the  intercourse  between  the 
•exes,  and  the  imprisonment  of  females, 
not  as  wives,  but  as  concubines,  was  of  so 
IDUch  importance  to  the  well-being  of 
India,  to  the  advance  of  civilization,  and 
to  the  probable  introduction  of  Christian- 
ity into  those  extensive  possessions  of  the 
British  Crown,  that  the  House  could  not 
have  too  much  information  before  it  prior 
to  its  entering  into  any  discussion  upon 
the  subject.  He  trusted,  however,  that 
the  present  Session  would  not  be  allowed 
to  go  over  without  a  more  ample  consi- 
deration of  this  topic  than  had  been  ac- 
corded to  it  in  previous  years.  There  was 
another  point  of  great  importance  con- 
nected with  this  subject^-hc  alluded  to 
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the  want  of  landed  tenures  in  the  greater 
portion  of  India.  There  were  portions  of 
India  under  what  was  termed  the  perma- 
nent settlement.  That  was  a  subject  of 
extreme  magnitude,  and  one  which  lie 
would,  if  no  other  Member  did,  bring 
under  the  notice  of  the  House  before  the 
present  Session  closed.  There  were  im- 
mense districts  not  permanently  settled. 
The  landed  revenue  was  assessed  either 
on  communities,  in  something  of  the 
nature  of  corporations,  or  of  individuals 
under  the  denomination  of  ryots.  It  was 
not  denied  that  the  natives  Lad  rights  to 
the  soil.  It  was  said,  the  India  Com- 
pany had  no  right  to  the  soil ;  but  they 
claimed  the  right  of  assessing  what  they 
termed  land  revenue,  which  in  reality  was 
rent.  He  did  not  think  the  right  of  any 
man  to  land  could  be  valuable  when 
another  man  had  the  right  and  the  power 
to  impose  whatever  rent  he  pleased,  fol- 
lowed by  the  sale  of  the  interest  of  the  in- 
dividual, if  the  rent  were  not  tuflicient, 
and  accompanied  by  all  the  evils  which 
must  necessarily  attend  so  unsettled  a 
state  of  things.  The  general  rule  io  India 
was,  that  no  man  was  proprietor  of  the 
land.  In  many  districts  in  which  men 
laid  out  their  capital  this  thing  only  was 
certain,  that  decreased  produce  brouglit 
with  it  increased  rent ;  and,  he  believed, 
it  would  be  found  that  this  system  was 
universally  followed  by  the  increase  of  the 
jungle.  As  cultivation  decreased  the  jan- 
gle increased,  and  was  inhabited  by  wild 
beasts  of  every  description,  which  almost 
forbade  the  residence  of  men  in  its  vicinity. 
He  believed  the  people  of  Elngland  were 
not  apprised  of  the  horrible  consequences 
of  this  total  insecuritv  and  absence  of  all 
title  for  the  land.  He  happened  to  have 
in  his  hand  a  list  of  the  periodical  famines 
in  India,  calculated  from  the  year  17C0 
and  1761,  the  period  in  which  Lord  Clive 
might  be  said  to  have  established  our  em- 
pire in  that  country.  In  the  year  ITtiG 
there  was  a  famine,  another  in  the  year 
1777,  another  in  1780,  another  in  1782, 
another  in  179*2,  and  another  in  1803— 
thus  giving  a  famine  in  each  cycle  of  tea 
Years.  But  let  the  House  mark  how  they 
had  increased  of  late  years.  In  the  vear 
1804,  there  was  a  famine,  in  1819,  there 
was  a  famine,  in  1 824  there  was  a  famine, 
in  IS'20  there  was  a  famine,  in  1832  there 
was  a  famine,  in  1833  there  was  a  famine, 
in  183G  there  was  a  famine,  and  lutly,  in 
1837  there  was  a  famine,  which  extended 
to  1838,  existed  io  1839,aod  whkh  iiwai 
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doubtful  whether  it  was  even  now  tcrmi* 
nated.  These  increasing  periodical  famines 
were  also  increasing  more  horribly  in  ex- 
tent.    During  that  of  1837  and  1838,  it 
was  necessary  to  employ  men  to  shove  the 
dead  bodies  into  the  rapid  part  of    the 
stream   of  the   Ganges.     Nothing  could 
exceed  the  horror  of  the  scene.     The  air 
was  polluted — the  land  covered  with  car- 
cases— the  average  destruction  was  10,000 
per  month.     He  attributed  many  of  those 
famines  to  the  state  of  the  landed  tenure 
there.     He  was  sure  that  the  East-India 
Company  were  not  acting  wisely  or  pru- 
dently, even  in  reference  to  their  own  re- 
venues.    They    would    obtain    infinitely 
more  if  they  adopted  a  more  liberal  policy. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  famines 
to  which  he  had  referred  were  general, 
and  universal  over  the  whole  face  of  our 
possessions  in  India.     He  admitted,  that 
they   were   most  of  them  local ;   but  in 
many  instances  they  extended  over  vast 
districts,  and,   as  he   had    stated,    were 
attended   with   the   most  horrible  conse- 
quences.     Within   the  last  thirty  years, 
there  had  been  seventeen  or  eighteen  years 
of  famine,  during  which  English  sentinels 
or  sepoys  were  placed  along  the  banks  of 
the  rivers  to  prevent  mothers  from  drown- 
ing their  infants.     A  more  terrible  proof 
of  the  extent  of  the  famine  could  not  be 
offered.     Me  had  thought  it  necessary  not 
to  allow  the  question  now  before  the  House 
to  pass  over  without  saying  so  much  on 
behalf  of  the  people   of  India.     But  as 
regarded  the  measure  itself,  he  gave  it  his 
most  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Hogg  observed,  that  if  a  discussion 
were  opened  upon  the  subject  to  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  alluded, 
it  would  occupy  more  time  than  could  be 
afforded  on  that  occasion.  With  respect 
to  the  permanent  tenure,  it  could  not  be 
doubted  that  the  Marquess  of  Cornwallis 
established  it  from  the  best  of  motives. 
But  it  had  not  been  productive  of  the 
good  that  was  expected.  Us  effect  was 
to  constitute  the  Zemindars  absolute  pro- 
prietors, and  to  deprive  the  rest  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  rights  which  they  had 
from  time  immemorial  enjoyed.  Though 
that  settlement  had  some  advantages,  it 
was  also  attended  with  inconveniences, 
which  induced  the  Indian  government  to 
be  cautious  in  extending  it  to  other  parts 
of  the  country.  He  would  also  observe 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  that 
he  should  not  hastily  adopt  every  state- 
ment connected  with  India  that  might  be 


found  either  in  the  iiew»paperi  or  in  pam- 
phlets. There  had  been,  it  was  true,  lo- 
cal famines  in  India,  but  every  one  ac* 
quainted  with  India  must  be  aware  that 
the  assertions  of  the  hon,  and  learned 
Gentleman  were  altogether  exaggerated. 

Mr.  Hume  looked  upon  the  matter  as 
one  of  great  importance  both  to  England 
and  to  India;  and  would  urge  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  to  select  a  day  on 
which  the  subject  should  be  brought  be« 
fore  the  House.  He  believed,  that  any 
one  who  paid  attention  to  the  affairs  of 
India  must  have  heard,  with  great  regret, 
of  the  statements  made  at  different  meet- 
ings respecting  the  proceedings  in  that 
country,  and  which  statements  he  believed 
to  be  in  many  instances  altogether  ground- 
less. It  was  not  true  that  so  many  fa- 
mines had  taken  place  in  India  as  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  had  meationed. 
There  might  have  been  much  distress  in  cer- 
tain districts,  but  such  cases  could  not  be 
considered  as  general  famines.  With  re- 
gard to  the  creation  of  the  tenure  in  In- 
dia, it  was  a  subject  of  great  difficulty, 
and  one  which  the  House  might  more 
conveniently  discuss  at  another  moment. 

Mr.  O'Connell  had  been  misunderstood 
by  his  hon.  Friend.  He  (Mr.  O'Connell) 
had  expressly  said,  he  did  not  believe 
that  these  famines  had  been  universal. 
He  had  spoken  of  them  as  local  evils,  but 
still  evils  of  vast  magnitude. 

Mr.  Ewart  rose,  on  account  of  an  ob- 
servation which  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  to  the  effect  that 
the  measure  would  be  of  greater  benefit  to 
England  than  to  India.  Now,  from  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  committee  of 
last  Session,  it  was  manifest  that  the 
measure  would  be  very  beneficial  to  India, 
because,  in  the  manufacture  of  rum  and 
sugar,  they  must  employ  the  natives  of 
India.  It  was  the  most  economical  plan 
to  do  so.  This  would  be  also  beneficial 
to  England,  because  it  would  increase 
the  market  for  British  manufacture;  he 
thought,  therefore,  that  they  must  admit 
that  the  measure  was  a  great  boon  to  In- 
dia as  well  as  to  England.   - 

Mr.  Goulburn  wished  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  whether,  in  this  proposed 
equalization  of  the  duties  on  East  and 
West  India  rum,  it  was  intended  to  re- 
duce the  duty  on  rum  imported  into 
Scotland  and  Ireland  to  the  same  amount 
as  the  duty  paid  on  rum  imported  into 
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be  aware  ibal,  as  regarded  the  two  formef 
coooUiea,  ibe  high  duty  at  present  le- 
vied amounted  to  an  aclaal  prohibition. 

Mr.  Labauchere  replied,  that  the  sole 
object  cooUmplated  by  tlie  present  bill 
was  to  place  the  rum  of  tlie  East  Indies 
oo  precisely  the  same  foi'iing  as  that  on 
which  the  rum  of  the  West  Indies  had 
prefionsly  stood. 

Mr.  GouUmm :  And  leaving  the  same 
prohibition  upon  the  imp<j nation  of  rum 
into  Ireland  and  Scotland. 

Mr.  Labauchere:  That  r|uestion  is  not 
tooched  by  the  present  bill. 

Report  received,  a  Bill  founded  upon  it 
brottgnt  in  and  read  a  first  time. 

Lord  Keanb.]  Lord  John  Russell 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  bring- 
ing up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  her 
Majesty's  message. 

On  the  motion  that  the  report  be  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  as  the  House  had 
agreed  by  a  large  majority  to  the  grant  of 
the  pension,  he  would  not  oppose  the  re- 
ception of  the  report,  but  should  support 
the  motion  of  bis  hon.  Friend  in  commit- 
tee. He  wished  to  know  whether,  before 
that  discussion  came  on,  the  noble  Lord 
would  object  to  lay  before  the  House  all 
the  eorrespondence  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  Government  and  the  court  of 
directors  respecting  the  granting  a  pension 
to  Lord  Kcane.  He  (Mr.  Hume)  under* 
stood|  that  a  correspondence  had  taken 
place,  and  that  the  court  of  directors  had 
expressed  an  opinion,  that  Lord  Keane 
WBS  already  amply  rewarded.  Now,  if 
that  were  the  case,  he  thought  they  should 
either  have  a  copy  of  their  proceedings, 
or  a  denial  of  the  fact. 

Lord  John  Russell  could  not  produce 
any  correspondence  on  the  subject,  and 
with  regard  to  any  communication  that 
might  have  taken  place  between  the  Go- 
▼emment  and  the  court  of  directors,  he 
could  only  say,  that  the  substance  of  it 
was  totally  different  from  what  the  hon. 
Gentleman  seemed  to  suppose.  The  di- 
rectors did  not  give  an  opinion  to  the  Go- 
vernment, that  Lord  Keanc  had  already 
been  amply  rewarded,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  declared,  that  they  thought  it 
most  just  that  an  application  should  be 
made  to  Parliament,  to  confer  upon  that 
noble  Lord  some  signal  acknowledgment 
of  its  sense  of  the  value  of  his  services  in 
India. 

Mr.  Hum€  said,  that  the  aobU  Loid 


quite  roisandcrstood  hb  qaestlon.  His 
question  was»  whether  an  application  was 
made  to  the  court  of  directors  to  grant 
a  pension,  and  whether  they  had  refused. 

Mr.  Hoyg  felt  bound  to  state,  that  the 
court  of  directors,  in  reply  to  the  appli- 
cation made  to  thero^  cipresse<l,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  their  opinion  of  the 
merits  of  Lord  Keane,  and  their  opinion, 
as  far  as  it  could  weigh  with  her  Majesty's 
Government,  was,  that  Lord  Keane  was 
entitled  to  the  pension  to  himself  and  his 
two  heirs,  in  the  way  in  which  such  grants 
were  usually  made  to  distinguished  sol- 
dieis,  who  for  their  gallantry  and  skill  had 
been  raised  to  the  Peerage.  But  the 
court  of  directors  went  on  to  say,  not 
only  as  a  matter  of  finance,  but  because 
they  thought  it  honourable  to  Lord  Keane, 
that  as  his  services  had  been  recognised 
by  the  British  Parliament,  the  pensign 
also  should  be  conferred  by  the  British 
House  of  Commons. 

Report  received. — House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Tuesday,  February  16,  184L 

Their  Lordships  met  Uiis  momiDg  at  eleven 
o'clock  for  the  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Canii* 
gan ;  it  does  not  appear  to  the  Editor  that 
tliis  trial  is  properly  a  suhject  for  report  in 
a  work  professing  to  give  only  the  Debates 
in  Parliament,  yet  as  many  persons  might 
be  disappointed  in  not  finding  in  such  a 
book  a  matter  of  such  interest,  to  which 
publicity  has  been  given  in  the  same  man* 
ner  as  matters  of  Debate  are  given,  thus 
distingaishing  it  from  appeal,  and  other 
judicial  cases,  to  prevent  such  disappoint- 
ment, a  perfect  report  will  he  given  in  the 
Appendix  to  this  volume.  After  the  trial 
the  House  adjourned  to  Friday. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  February  16,  1841.: 

MrviTTBS.]  Nkw  Msmhm.— OmtIm  OcUrhif  Sammer- 
inn  Mofnan,  E«q.,  fyr  MoomouUi ;  Fdnniil  AnlnilMn* 
Eaq.,  far  Eatt  S^urrry. 

Bilb.  RcmI  •  Ant  lime:— Lofd  Keuir't  Ajuwityi  SohIIi* 
wark  InipffovcmcnL 

PHItioofl  prewntciL  Dy  Sir  Robert  Peel,  flram  llw  Cmi4> 
iansat  Bruntree,  i«ataMt  Uw  CooUaauMi  oT  Uw 
Uw  ConnniMioncn  for  tn  yenk—By  Sir  R.  Ipfli) 
Briftol,  and  a  place  in  Bcdibrdahire,  Cor  Cburdi 
•iofk—By  Mr.  Colquhoun.  fhmi  Uie  Ewl-lBdfai 
tiun.Gki^|ow,afilnittfwE<|«iaUiMkaor  BwlaB4W«l 
India  Dutiei.— By  Lord  R.  UioiTaKjr>  llriMi  CSiHlB.  Sal 
the  AboBUoo  of  ttie  Piinltfunewl  of  pMth,  ly  Ms. 
H«tt»ftOBawlitiB«i 
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atian  of  MachiMry^By  Mr.  Fox  Mrale.  ftom  P»rth»  OerstOOa  tO  be  lOteoded  as  ft    fund   ftMt 

agiriait  PatRSMgf  in  the  Chmdi  of  Sootlaiid.^By  Mr.  wbich   COmpentatlOQ  shOttld  be  gifeQ    lO 

MUei»  teem  lome  plMe  in  Somenetihize,  in  Ikvoiir  of    the   Rriliftk  m^r^kaiif*  «tkA ^/y—   _ 

ChurdiExtenilon.-ByMr.Hume,ftomO«lway,a(«iiist  "^ /*""««  mcrcliailte  WhO  Were  SOffaiBra 

Loid  stsBifly^  R«gi0tntion  Biu.  oy  tbe  courte  punued  by  our  OoferoRMml* 

These  persons  have  coostanilT  rinee  tint 

Diiyisii    Claims.]      Mr.     Cresswell  ^J°^f  "^^^  ^  ^^l^f^?i^^  ^^ 

rose  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had  given,  T^*'  J'*'^-    ^«  *^^"»«  <^^  Commoot 

to  move  that-  ^«*  ^"•^'f^  P»y™»t  ^  »>•  «n»d«  Jo  J^ 

classes  of  claimants— to  those  who  had 

"This  House  will  upon  Tuesday,  tbe  23rd  claims  for  book  debts,  and  to  those  who 

day  of  this  instant  February,  resolve  itself  into  h^d  iheir  goods  seized  in  the  ports.     Now 

a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  ♦u^^^  •  ^  Tu'-i        *    j-           t"*'*"*     *''^^^ 

of   the  following  address    to   her  Majesty,  «"e«re  is -a  third  party  demanding  compen- 

Uiat  is  to  say,  thai  an  humble  Address  be  pre-  sa^'ODp  wose  who  have  had  their  ships  and 

sented  to  her  Majesty,  praying  that  her  Ma-  cargoes  seized  at  sea  by  Danish  men  of 

jesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  into  war.     I  cannot  see  how  the  right  hoD; 

consideistion  the  Report,  bearing  date  12th  Gentleman  can  oppose  himself  to  their  ap- 

May,  1840,  made  by  Uie  Commissioners  to  plication.     The  judgment  of  the  House 

whom  it  WW  refeired  to  examine  and  adjudi.  h„  been  on  two  several  occafions  pra- 

caie  upon  the  claims  of  certain  British  sub-  „^.^^j  :     *l  •     r                  jT  I          "lT 

jects,  for  losses  susUined  by  the  seizure  and  S^°f  ^  !°  }^^''  ^*''^»"'  5  »«!  I  am  8Ul4, 

confiscstion  of  their  ships  and  cargoes  by  the  ^ir,  that  it  does  not  become  the  eharaefeT 

Government  of  Denmaric  in  the  year  1807,  <>■  ^"3^  House,  to  do  that  which  would  he 

and  that  her  Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  considered  monstrous  in  a  court  of  justioOf 

to  advance  to  such  claimants  the  amount  of  to  reverse  the  decision  which  it  has  twice 

their  respective  losses  as  ascertained  by  the  pronounced,  when  there  are  no  new  Aiote 

said  commissioners,  and  to  assure  her  Ma-  ^y  which  itsjodgmenUcan  be  influenced. 

j«uy  that  this  House  wUl  make  good  the  I Icannot  think  the  House  will  do  so;  eUH 

less  can  I  think  that  the  right  hon.  OeiK 

The  hon.  and  learned  Member  briefly  tieman  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  who 

alluded  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  to  has  ever  shown  the  greatest  regerd  far 

the  classes  of  claimants — those  who  had  maintaining  the  character  and  consisteiiey' 

ships  and  goods,  and  those  who  had  goods  of  the  House,  would  recommend  such  % 

ashore  and  book  debts.     He  had  hitherto  course.     For  my  own  part,  I  must  saf, 

been  opposed  by  the  Government;  but  he  that,  having  advocated  those  claims  far 

would  not  then  enter  into  the  merits  of  nine  years,  it  is  with  feelings  of  iodigna* 

the  question,     if,   however,    he  should  tion  I  am  compelled  to  come  forward  ow 

hear  any  new  arguments  urged  against  this  occasion.     A  large  sum  of  money  waa 

the  motion,  he  should  use  his  privilege  obtained  previous  to  the  war  at  the  saeri- 

of  replying  to  them.  fice  of  British  property.     Surely  no  one 

Mr.  Hutt  said,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  will  pretend  that  the  object  was  to  plunder 

seconding  this  motion.     It  has  been  with  the  owners?     I  hope  the  House  will  da 

feelings  of  regret  that  I  have  for  some  time  them  fair  and  honourable  justice.    TiMt' 

observed  the  right   hon.  Gentleman  the  ought  to  be  paid  not  only  the  principal^ 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  give  to  this  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  those  claimanli^ 

subject  the  same  opposition  as  his  prede-  whose  case  has  been  so  improperly  do^ 

cessors,  and  adopt  all  the  ex  parte  con-  layed,  ought  to  receive  compensation  far 

siderations  by  which  they  were  influenced,  that  delay,     i  will  not  further  trouble  Ihir 

From  the  straightforward,  manly  character  House  on  this  occasion ;  but  I  will  any 

of  my  right  hon.  Friend,  1  would  have  im-  that  this  is  not  a  party  question.    Tmt 

agined  that  he  would  not  interpose  his  au-  House  has  twice  declared  itself  in  favwnr 

thority  to  prevent  the  compensation  justly  of  these  claims;  and  I  trust  it  will  not 

<liie  to  those  claimants.   With  every  feeling  now  reverse  its  decision. 

of  respect,  I  must  say,  tliat  I  believe  the  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exckemter  was 

right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  understand  sorry,  after  what  the  boo.  and  learned 

the  meiits  of  this  case.     When  this  British  Gentleman  had  said,  to  announce  that  hmr 

property   was  seized  by  the  Danish  Go-  should  not  only  follow  the  course  of  his 

vernment  the    British    Government  had  predecessor  upoo  this  question,  but  wtft 

seized  upwards  of  1 ,300,000/.   worth  of  fully  preparea  to  appeal  for  support  wmA 

Danish  property,  without  providing  any  approbation  to  the  House,  and  even  to  te 

proteotm  foe  Bdtiah  nefehaatab    Tbac  oiuif;  it  krp.    Tba  horn,  mi  Ummi 
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Gentleman  was  a  skilful  advocate,  and  he 
brought  to  bear  upon  this  question  his 
habitual  adroitness.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  always  put  this  question  as 
between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Kxchcquer 
and  (he  claimants.  That  was  a  most 
adroit  way  of  putting  the  question  cer- 
tainly ;  but  the  real  qucsiicn  was,  were 
they  justified  in  calling  ufion  the  people 
of  Kfiglaiid  10  pay  those  claims.  Were 
tliey  justifi':d  in  taking  the  money  out  of 
the  pockets  of  other  people,  to  put  it  into 
the  pockets  of  these  respectable  per«on3 
residing  in  Liverpool  and  Hull  ?  From 
the  best  consideration  he  had  been  able 
to  give  the  subject,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  they  had  no  right  to  call  upon 
the  public  to  do  so.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  and  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  had  followed  him,  had  care- 
fully avoided  all  allusion  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  question,  lie  had  alluded  to 
the  decision  to  which  the  Hou<^;  had  al- 
ready come.  He  admitted,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  had  one  de- 
cision in  his  favour;  but  the  first  decision 
which  had  been  come  to,  and  been  come 
to  by  the  very  Parliament  which  had  di- 
rected the  other  classes  of  claims  to  be 
paid,  had  l^en  against  the  claims  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  then 
advocating.  In  accordance  with  the  ex- 
pressed opinion  of  the  reformed  House  of 
Commons  l^rd  Spencer  had  given  way, 
and  admitted  the  claims  of  the  two  Hrst 
classes  of  claimants,  which  claims  had 
been  paid.  The  very  claims  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  now  ad- 
vocating had  been  submitted  to  that 
llousr,  and  it  had  refused  to  admit  them. 
It  was  remarkable  also,  that  Sir  .lunies 
Mackintosh,  who  was  the  (irst  to  bring 
the  subject  of  the  Danish  claims  l>efore 
pHrliument,  had  in  his  speech  on  that 
occasion  onlv  alluded  to  those  claims 
which  had  sin<ro  been  settled.  Thoso  were 
the  only  claims  which  ho  thought  flic 
country  called  on  to  pay.  In  that  sp<'cch 
Sir  .).  Mackintosh  had  stated,  that  there 
were  certain  acts  which  thu  Danish  govern- 
ment had  committed  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  war  and  the  laws  of  nations  ;  by  those 
acts  British  subjects  had  suflcred  wrong. 
The  ICnglish  (iovcrnment,  at  (he  making 
of  prncc,  had  a  right  to  call  upon  the 
Danish  government  for  compensation  for 
ihcs<*  wrongs.  It  had,  however,  neglected 
for  Kfimc  roa<(Oii  or  other  to  tlo  so,  and  thr 
right  hon.  Cn'Milenian  had  argued,  that  in 
consequence  of  having  thus  neglected  ita 


duty,  which  was  to  enforce  these  claims 
as  against  the  Danish  government,  it  had 
taken  upon  itself  the  duty  of  compensat- 
ing the  English  subjects,  who  ought  to  have 
been  compensated  by  the  Danish  govern- 
ment. That  the  claims  now  brous^ht  for- 
ward  by  the  learned  Gentleman  had  never 
entered  into  the  contemplation  of  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  appeared  still  more 
cL-arly  from  the  calculations  wfiich  he  had 
made  on  the  subject.  On  that  occasion. 
Sir  .fames  Mackintosh  had  stated,  that 
the  outstanding  cliims  amounted  to  about 
■200,00'J/-,  but  that  they  had  betn  re- 
duced bv  various  circumstances  to  about 
100,000/.  Now  the  Government  had 
already  paid  281,000/.  on  account  of 
those  claims,  ar.d  here  was  another  class 
of  claims  now  brought  forward,  amount- 
ing to  an  additional  quarter  of  a  million. 
It  was  obvious  that  there  was  a  great  dis- 
tinction between  these  claims  and  those 
which  had  already  been  paid.  Denmark 
was  bound  to  pay  the  other  classes  of 
claimants;  she  might  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  them ;  but  there  was  no  doubt, 
that  acrordins:  to  the  laws  of  war  and  the 
laws  of  nations,  Denmark  was  perfectly 
justified  in  confiscating  the  property  in 
question.  She  was  perfectly  justified  in 
making  this  seizure ;  consequently  no  claim 
could  be  brouirht  against  Denmark,  and 
no  claim  could  be  made  against  her  for 
compensation.  The^undson  which  the 
former  claims  had  been  voted  did  not 
exist  in  the  present  instance.  It  was 
stated,  that  we  baring  rcceired  a  large 
sum  of  money  for  seizures  taken  from 
Denmark  were  bound  to  give  compcosa* 
tion  to  these  claimants.  He  knew  not  on 
what  ground  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman assumed  that  they  were  in  posses- 
sion of  that  sum  of  money.  As  far  as  he 
could  ascertain,  after  the  expenses  of  the 
captors  and  of  adjudication  had  been  li- 
quidated, and  the  other  expenses  had  been 
paid,  the  sum  remaining  had,  if  not  the 
whole,  at  least,  by  far  the  larger  portion  of 
it,  had  been  already  paid  for  those  Danish 
claims  which  Parliament  had  already  voted. 
The  payment  of  those  chiims  had,  as 
nearly  as  possibtr,  eaten  up  the  whoh*  of 
the  money  reccivod  us  the  produce  of 
those  seizures.  The  hon.  and  learned 
(ientleman  had  rontonded,  that  those 
claini!i  oii£:ht  to  be  satisfied  out  of  the 
droits  of  ihe  thrown,  but  as  he  had  licfore 
staled,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
was  niislakrn,  if  he  supfiosed  that,  after 
paying  the  expenses  of  the  cnpcora  and 
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the  payment  of  the  claims  already  liqui- 
dated, there  was  any  surplus  remaining. 
[Mr.  Cresswell  expressed  his  dissent.]  He 
could  assure  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman, that  after  paying  captions,  and 
expenses,  and  other  claims,  it  would  be 
found  that  there  was  scarcely  any  surplus 
remaining,  ^certainly  nothing  like  the 
amount  of  100,000/.,  or  200,000/.,  as  the 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  imagine.  He 
admitted,  that  if  the  claim  were  founded 
on  justice  the  amount  of  the  claim  ought 
not  to  be  taken  into  account.  But  if  there 
were  Gentlemen  there,  who  were  under 
the  influence  of  that  active  canvass 
which  he  knew  had  been  carried  on, 
he  warned  them  that  the  case  was  not 
a  trifling  one,  and  that  which  happened 
once  might  happen  again.  He  thought 
it  necessary  to  caution  them,  that  they 
would  not  be  voting  a  quarter  of  a  million, 
but  a  million  in  full.  There  were  five 
cases  of  the  same  nature,  in  which  he 
believed  similar  claims  would  be  put  for. 
ward,  and  he  would  tell  them,  that  they 
knew  not  what  might  happen  if  they  once 
opened  their  doors  to  such  applications. 
It  was  supposed,  that  the  Danish  claim- 
ants were  the  only  claimants  of  the  kind ; 
but  if  the  House  should  grant  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  they 
would  have  similar  claims  submitted  to 
them  by  those  whose  property  had  been 
seized  by  the  Spanish  Governments  for  the 
amount  of  60,600/.  The  more  they  ad- 
mitted such  a  principle,  the  more  would 
parties  endeavour  to  avail  themselves  of 
it.  If  they  let  in  one  end  of  the  wedge 
the  rest  would  be  sure  to  follow,  and  they 
would  find,  that  the  annual  expense  in 
meeting  such  claims  would  form  a  very 
large  item  in  the  public  expenditure.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  urged  the 
claim  then  under  their  consideration,  at  a 
very  unusual  time — before  they  had  voted 
any  of  the  supplies  on  the  estimates  for 
the  army,  the  navy,  or  other  public  ex- 
penses. But  let  them  look  to  the  nature 
of  the  claim  itself.  He  found,  that  there 
were  out  of  the  million  about  55,000/. 
paid  to  Insurance  offices.  Now  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  did  not  see 
why  the  underwriters  should  come  and 
recompense  themselves  out  of  the  taxes  of 
the  country,  which  they  were  to  put  into 
their  own  pockets,  because  they  must  have 
been  remunerated  in  other  ways  for  the 
risk  they  had  run.  But  why  did  not  the 
underwriters  pay  the  parties  ?  If  they  re- 
ceived high  premiums  for  the  riskl  of  war. 


they  were  liable  to  the  payment.  The 
lisk  they  ran  was  one  which  they  willin^y 
incurred,  and  they  ought  not  to  look  to 
the  nation  for  the  money  which  they  lost; 
He  did  not  think  he  need  detain  the 
House  any  further,  but  he  would  again 
state  to  the  House,  that  if  ihey  consented 
to  pass  that  vote  they  would  agree  to  a 
resolution  which  included  a  large  soin  of 
money  to  parties  who  had  already  re« 
ceived  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  they 
would  at  the  same  time  agree  to  a  prin* 
ciple  the  extent  and  termination  of  which 
no  man  in  that  House  could  determine. 

Sir  Walter  James  hoped,  that  in  taking 
the  subject  into  consideration  they  would 
argue  it  on  its  own  merits,  and  would  not 
be  misled  by  those  arguments  foreign  to 
the  question,  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  Chancellor  of  the  Elxchequer, 
had  introduced  in  his  speech.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated,  that  the  amount 
of  these  claims  was  extremely  large,  and 
so  endeavoured  to  make  an  impression  on 
the  House.  These  claims  had  undergone 
a  most  rigorous  investigation,  and  the 
House  would  perhaps  be  surprised  to  bear, 
that  the  amount  of  the  debts  amounted  to 
no  more  than  225,000/.  Perhaps  it  might 
be  urged,  that  the  time  for  bringing  for-^ 
ward  the  motion  was  not  well  chosen,  in- 
asmuch as  a  large  deficiency  had  been 
experienced  in  the  public  revenue  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  But  he  would 
submit  to  the  House,  that  that  was  no 
reason  whatever  for  rejecting  claims, 
founded  substantially  on  justice  and  on 
equity.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said, 
that  the  payments  which  had  been  made 
into  the  Treasury,  and  the  money  seized, 
were  entirely  eaten  up  by  the  sums  paid 
to  former  claimants.  But  it  should  be  re^ 
membered,  that  the  country  would  have 
been  obliged  to  have  gone  to  other  purees 
if  it  had  not  received  a  large  sum  from  the 
Danish  government.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  said,  that  the  period  chosen 
for  the  motion  was  an  extremely  incon- 
venient one,  and  that  it  was  really  too 
bad  that  it  should  be  brought  forward 
before  any  of  the  public  estimates  were 
voted.  He  could  not  help  complimenting 
his  hon.  Friend  on  the  period  at  which  be 
had  thought  proper  to  bring  forward  this 
motion.  It  was  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  the  House  to  put  in  practice  the  maxim 
— *•  Be  just  before  you  are  generous,"— to 
practise  that  economy  it  was  ever  so  ready 
to  profess.  It  appeared  to  him,  that  these 
parties  bad  an  unanswerable  claim  upoiv 
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the  Haitte  on  acoount  of  tke  two  votes 
tliej  bad  cooie  to  last  year ;  oo  the  24tii 
Maj,  H3d,  and  ISth'june,  1S39.  Let 
tlie  House  ooIt  consider  the  expense  to 
vliich  tbej  had  pat  these  parties.  They 
had  been  put  to  all  the  expense  of  inves- 
tigation, and  it  would  be  bard  if  this  mea- 
sQre,  whicb  had  proved  the  justice  of  their 
claims,  was  to  be  made  only  an  aggrava- 
tion of  injustice.  He  hoped  the  House 
woold  support  his  hon.  Friend's  motion, 
because  he  was  satisfied  of  the  justice  of 
the  claim  itself,  and  because  be  thought, 
that  it  would  be  consistent  with  the  honour, 
dignity,  and  character  of  the  House,  hav- 
ing admitted  the  principle,  not  to  recede 
from  carrying  it  into  effect. 

Mr.  Hawes  confessed  his  opinion  was 
precisely  the  same  as  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's. He  also  had  constituents  who 
were  interested  in  this  question,  and  he 
should  vote  for  the  payment  of  these 
claims,  because  they  were  just.  He  was 
not  at  all  intimidated  by  the  prospect  of 
being  called  to  account  at  some  future 
day  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  alluded,  and  which  remark  he  thought 
had  been  improperly  thrown  out,  to  dis- 
turb their  judgment.  There  were  three 
classes  of  claimants,  two  of  whom  had 
been  paid — those  which  were  founded  on 
book  debts,  and  those  which  were  founded 
on  property  on  shore  had  been  paid.  The 
only  property  respecting  the  claim  of 
which  there  could  be  any  doubt  by  the 
law  of  nations,  was  that  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hesitated  to  pay.  He 
asked  him  to  point  out  any  difference 
whatever  between  these  classes.  He  had 
listened  attentively  to  hear  of  any  differ- 
ence, and  had  heard  of  none.  lie  had 
heard  nothing  laid  down  in  justice  or 
principle,  to  deter  him  from  giving  his 
vote  m  favour  of  these  claims.  It  had 
been  twice  argued,  and  on  a  former  oc- 
casion means  had  been  resorted  to  to 
postpone  its  payment,  which  he  did  not 
think  consistent  with  the  honour  of  any 
Government.  When,  on  the  24th  May, 
1838,  a  motion  for  this  purpose  was  car* 
ried  by  a  majority  of  thirty- four,  instead 
of  complying  with  the  vote,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  directed  the  amount  of 
i\\e  claim  should  be  scheduled,  but  not  ex- 
amined. Now,  the  House  had  then  heard 
the  whole  claim  argued,  and  had  come  to 
a  decision  upon  it,  and  he  had  yet  to  learn 
the  propriety  of  any  Minister  afterwards 
opposing  the  payment.  If  there  had  been 
any  doubt  upon  the  subject,  the  Chan- 


cellor of  the  Exchequer  would  hmm 
been  right  in  opposiuj^  the  daim  to  tho 
utmost.  Two  classes  out  of  the  three  had 
been  satisfied  by  the  Goveromeot,  and  he 
should  undoubtedly  continue  to  vote  for 
the  oayment  of  the  other. 

Alderman  Thompson,  said,  with  respect 
to  insurance  offices,  when  thej  insor^ 
property  they  received  premiums  accord* 
ing  to  the  risk  which  they  ran*  He  would 
join  iuue  with  the  right  boo.  Gentleman 
opposite  as  to  the  very  grounds  oo  which 
these  claims  were  opposed— because  those 
ships*  carg^s  were  insured,  the  claim 
ought  to  be  refused.  Now  four  or  five 
times  the  amount  of  |iremium  would  have 
been  charged  had  the  case  which  took 
place  been  contemplated,  and  therefore 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  argument 
would  not  stand.  He  conceived,  that 
when  the  House,  by  a  majority  of  three  to 
one,  in  the  year  1 839,  directed  that  the 
commissioner  should  proceed  and  adjodi« 
cate  on  the  claims,  it  substantially  de- 
cided, that  those  claims  ought  to  be  paid, 
and  were  just.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
ought  not  to  represent  this  as  a  question 
between  the  House  of  Commons  and  the 
merchants  of  Liverpool.  It  was  a  question 
that  concerned  all  the  traders  of  the  king« 
dom.  The  question  to  be  decided  was, 
whether  the  merchants  and  shipowners  of 
England  should  have  justice  done  to  them 
by  the  payment  of  250,000/.  or  not.  He 
would  certainly  give  his  most  strenuous 
support  to  the  measure. 

Mr.  O'Connell  was  fully  convinced,  that 
the  claim  was  a  just  one,  and  ought  to  be 
paid.  Indeed,  the  case  was  a  g^od  deal 
stronger  than  the  learned  Alderman  had 
put  it,  because,  in  the  first  place,  the 
insurers  never  could  have  contemplated 
the  risk,  although  the  general  words  of  the 
policy  covered  that  deiect.  He  really  was 
surprised  at  the  opposition  that  had  been 
given  to  the  motion.  For  a  number  of 
years  the  entire  claims  were  contested, 
and  then  a  part  was  conceded,  on  the 
ground  that  the  seizure  of  debts  was 
against  all  international  law — the  seizore 
of  goods  on  sliore  was  resisted  in  like 
manner  ;  but  the  House  decided,  that  tlie 
Government  ought  to  pay  them,  and  did 
make  it  pay  them.  Now,  in  the  present 
case,  the  shippers  of  cargoes  were  in- 
formed at  the  Admiralty,  that  no  war 
whatever  was  in  contemplation  against 
Denmark,  and  it  might  be  said,  that  the 
Government  actually  induced  them  to 
send  out  their  cargoesi  and  yet  that  ehim, 
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in  spite  of  the  repeated  decisMKis  of  Pfiur-' 
liament,  the  Goveroment  now  resisted. 
EcoDomy-  was  certainly  an  excellent  virtue 
in  a  Government^  and  one  which  ought  to 
be  in  all  cases  practised,  but  common 
honesty  was  superior  to  economy  and 
ought  to  be  the  rule  of  conduct.  It  was 
said  there  was  no  war  whatever  with  Den- 
roarky  but  there  was  somethiog  very  like 
it  in  practice*  and  something  very  advan- 
tageous to  those  who  got  the  Droits 
of  the  Admiralty,  to  the  amount  of 
1,300,000/.  and  out  of  which  ample  com- 
pensation might  be  made  to  the  merchants 
whom  they  deoei?ed  into  sending  out  their 
cargoes.  The  Government  had  thought  fit 
to  make  a.  present  of  the  Droits  of  the  Ad- 
miralty for  the  purpose  of  making  im- 
provements at  Windsor.  It  deceived  the 
British  merchants  when  they  sent  out 
their  cargoes,  and  now,  in  spite  of  the 
repeated  decisions  of  the  House,  the  Go- 
vernment refused  these  parties  redress. 
He  hoped,  however,  that  the  vote  of  that 
night  would  put  an  end  to  the  matter. 

Mr.  Ingham  considered  that  the  objec- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
apply  to  the  case  before  them.      The 
House  had  on  two  occasions  solemnly 
sanctioned  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  and  it  was  shameful  now 
if  they  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  put 
the  parties  in  the  way  of  getting  satisfac- 
tion  for  their  claims.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  deny,  that  the  decision 
of  the  House  had  been  in  their  favour, 
but  his  objection  was,   that  he  himself 
had  taken  a  different  view  of  the  case. 
He  thought  it  most  unjust  in  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  withhold  his  assist- 
ance from  the  parties  in  obtaining  their 
money.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
relied  upon  the  first  division,  in   1836, 
when  the  majority  was  against  the  claims; 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
state  what  the  amount  of  the  majority 
wai,  or  what  were  the  numbers  in  the 
House.     He  knew  that   discussbn  had 
taken  place  at  the  close  of  the  Session, 
when  there  were  not  one  hundred  Mem. 
bers  in  town-^-and  when  the  majority  did 
not  exceed  eight.    Now  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  the  greater  number  of 
the  Members  attending  the  House  at  the 
close  of  the  Session  were  the  friends  of 
Ministers,  and  it  was  therefore  impossible 
to  suppose,  that  such  a  decision  would  at 
all  weish  against  the  decisions  which  the 
House  bad  twice  come  to  since.  On  tbose 


grounds  he  would  give  hw  streniions  saj^- 

Kirt  to  the  motion  of  the  hdn.  wait  learned 
ember. 

Mr.  Qoulbum  did  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  his  opinion  on  the  subject  remained 
unchanged.  He  was  quite  ready  to  admit,' 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down  was  equallv  entitled  to  hold  his^ 
former  opinions  on  tn&  subject,  and  might 
ver^  properly  abide  by  that  decision  to 
which  the  House  had  already  come.  He 
was  not  influenced  in  his  opinion  by  the 
amount  of  the  demand  if  the  claim  were 
a  just  one,  and  if  it  would  not  be  attended 
with  fatal  consequences  he  would  at  once 
say  to  the  Government  pay  it ;'  but  his 
ground  was,  that  if  they  made  that  par- 
ticular  payment  there  never  would  be  a 

war  hereafter,  or  those  circumstanceswhich 
led  ultimately  to  a  war,  which  would  not 
ultimately  involve  them  in  claims  which  it 
was  impossible  to  calculate,  because  it 
was  impossible  to  calculate  the  activity  of 
the  enemy's  cruisers  against  merchant  ves- 
sels. It  was  no  uncommon  case  that  an 
embargo  was  laid  on,  and  in  particular 
circumstances  that  step  might  be  followed 
by  a  war,  and  if  in  such  cases  were  they 
to  make  allowance  to  the  underwriters^  or 
those  who  insured  in  consequence  of  thtf- 
warlike  measures  taken  by  the  country, ' 
there  would  be  no  end  to  the  expensttii 
they  would  be  called  upon  to  defray. '  He 
thought  such  a  step  would  strike  at  the 
bestenergies  of  the  country,  and  he  should 
therefore  give  his  vote  against  the  hon.' 
and  learned  Gentleman's  motion. 

Mr.  Andrew  White  said,  the  notion  of 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was,  that  if  these  claims  were  ad- 
mitted, other  similar  ones  would  be  brought 
forward  on  future  occasions ;  but  he  con- 
tended that  every  claim  should  stand  upon 
its  own  foundation,  and  he  believed  that 
the  present  one  was  founded  injustice,  foV 
it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  when  the 
expedition  was  sent  out  in  1807  against 
Denmark,  the  country  understood  we  weM 
in  a  state  of  profound  peace  with  that 
power,  and  therefore  (^uite  unprepared. 

Sir  C.  Orey  said,  m  voting  as  he  in- 
tended for.  the  present  motion,  be  wished 
to  guard  himself  from  being  supposed  as 
pledged  hereafter  to  vote  for  eooipensatlon 
to  private  individuals  in  ease  ef  lasses  con- 
sequent  upon  war.  The  ftets  of  the  pre- 
sent case  were  sp«eial,  and  as  such  he 
considered  himselff  at  Uberty  to  pursue  tlio 
course  he  then  foUowed.  The  claims  Bksdd 
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in  this  iDStance  were  of  a  threefold  nature. 
They  were  at  follow;  claimi  in  respect  of 
the  confiscation  of  debts ;  claims  in  respect 
of  the  confiscation  of  property  on  shore  ; 
and  claims  in  respect  of  the  confiscation 
of  ships  and  cargoes,  including  the  charges 
of  insurance  and  freight.     It  had  been  al- 
lowed»  that  according  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, Denniark  had  not  been  entitled  to 
confiscate  the  property  on  shore,  nor  the 
<|ebi$,  nor  such  goods  as  were  in  their 
own  warehcvusfs.     And   if  that  was  the 
casir,  the  Bittish  GoifmBient  was  called 
upon  to  demand  fraa  Denmark  such  com* 
pettsation  as  would  satisfy  the  loss.  Then, 
if  this  Gofemmeat  bad  neglected  to  do 
this,  they  «eie  liable  to  be  asked  by  the 
suHerers  to  mske  them  that  compensation 
which  they  rei^uired.     The  hostile  move- 
ments which  had  led  to  the  slate  of  things 
that  produced  this  conduct  on  the  part  of 
Denmark   had    been   ditferent   from  the 
origin  of  most  wars.     This  had  not  com- 
menced in  an  embargo  being  laid  upon 
any  Danish   vessel  or  subject,   but   had 
been    caused   by   the  fact  of  England's 
receiving  intelligence  of  the  intention  of 
a  powerful  enemy  of  her*s  to  seize  the 
Danish  fleet,  with  a  view  of  turning  it 
against  this  country.     Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  Danish   fleet  was  seized 
by  England.   Acting  under  the  very  oatu- 
ral,  however  they  might  be  hasty,  feelings 
caused  by  this  seizure,  and  not  aware  that 
the  intelligence  the  English  Government 
had  received  with  respect  to  the  intention 
of  her  enemy,  was  correct,  which  had  been 
anbtequeotly  proved,  Denmark  had  de- 
clared war  ag^nst  this  country ;  and  these 
circumstances   might   have  justified  the 
Crown  in  appropriating  to  the  uses  of  the 
revenue  the  money  derived  from  the  seiiure 
of  the  fleet.  Then  if  that  money  had  been 
so  applied,  it  appeared  to  him  tolerably 
clear  and  just,  that  those  who  suflered  in 
consequence  of  the  retaliation  of  Denmark 
should  be  compensated,  and  nwre  espe. 
cially  if  they  considered   the  particular 
eireumstances  of  the  country.     If  those 
claima  had  been  made  before  the  money 
in  question  had  been  spent,   he  appre- 
hended there  could  be  no  possible  objec- 
tion  to  allow  them.     In  voting  then  for 
the  present  motion  upon  its  own  particular 
merits,  he  trusted  he  had  satisfied  the 
House  that  he  dkl  not  therefore  hold 
himself  bound  to  vote  for  future  claims 
for  compensation  for  injuries  which  might 
be  the  inevitable  result  of  war. 
Lord  jQhn  Ru9$^U  did  not  deny  what 


had  been  stated  by  his  boo.  Priend,  the 
Member  for  Lambeth,  that  there  waa  • 
great  difference  between  thn  cast  mnt 
before  the  House,  and  those  ether  two  w 
which  compensation  had  been  gives.   Bet 
he  thought  his  hon.  Friend  had  iigiielly 
foiled  in  making  out  a  reason  for  vnUeg 
for  this   motion.    The  hon.  Gentlemen 
had  said  that,  with  respect  to  the  book 
debts  and  the    goods  seised  on  ehore, 
these  did  not  come  under  the  dem  of 
ordinary   seizures  in  time*  of  war;  and 
that  the  Government  had  therelbre  either 
of  two  courses  to  chooee— either  to  eett 
on  Denmark  to  make  reparation,  or  to  do 
so  itself.    But  his  hon.  Friend  admitted 
that  the  present  case  waa  dafltrent  fioai 
those,    lliis  was  a  case  of  ordinary  eep- 
tere  in  time  of  war.  It  had  been  stated  by 
the  boo.  Alderman,  the  Member  for  8eo- 
derland,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Hell, 
that  in  all  cases  like  the  present,  wImo 
the  Government  had  not  made  e  pobtte 
declaration  of  war,  or  given  notice  to  the 
insurers,  of  the  approach  of  war,  the  pub- 
lic ought  to  make  compensation  for  loiacs. 
Could  anything  be  more  deagtroos  then 
this  ?    There  might  be  a  greet  ezpeditien 
preparing  in  the  ports  of  another  coontry 
to  invade  thb;  and  it  might  be  neeeesary 
to  take  steps  to  prevent  the  invasion.  Would 
it  be  contended  that  the  Government  waa 
to  give  notice  of  the  preparations  which  it 
thought  necessary  to  make,  for  intercept- 
ing  the  armament  before  it  reached  oar 
shores?     It  was  said,  that  the  aom  sow 
claimed  was  a  very   moderate  one— «o 
doubt  it  was  so,  but  if  they  eonaented  to 
pay  one  quarter  of  a  million  they  wooM 
be  setting  a  precedent  which  would  entail 
upon   them  claims  to  a   much    greater 
eateot.     It  was  said  by  the  hon.  Baronet 
that   Denmark   was  much    irritated — no 
doulH  she  was,  and  he  thought  she  bad 
much  reason  to  t>e  so.     Her  capital  had 
been  bombarded *"She  was  a  great  aofierer, 
so  that,  in  fact,  she  was  very  naturally  much 
irritated,  and  he  (liOrd  John  Russell)  dkl 
not  think  it  was  either  rashness  or  showed 
any  want  of  prudence  in  her  going  te  war 
with  the  country  which  had  done  her  eo 
much  damage.     His  hon.   Friend   said, 
they  would  be  perfectly  safe  in  peying  iIm 
present  claims,  because  they  would  never 
ap^ain  meet  with  such  a  ease.    He  ceeld  tell 
his  hon.  Friend  he  wes  modi  asisCaken, 
for  we  might  yet  be  thrown  into  war  with 
other  countries,  and  if  tlie  House  allowed 
themselves  to  be  bound  to  reAmd  eoytMsg 
but  that  which  was  loil  ^  a»j  Jiieg  done 
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a^inst  tlie  law  of  nations,  or  the  rules  of 
just  war,  they  would  open  a  door  to  most 
extravagant  claims — if  they  acknowledg;ed 
the  present  claims,  they  would  go  much 
beyond  snytbwg  which  had  ever  been 
done  before.  He  felt  boond  to  go  much 
further,  and  say,  that  they  were  not  boond 
to  indemnify  any  particular  classes.  If  it 
was  necessary,  for  the  security  of  this 
country — of  the  whole  community — if 
they  should  in  certain  cases  be  obliged  to 
step  out  of  the  usual  usages  of  war,  the 
whole  community  had  the  benefit  of  the 
act— the  shipowners  of  Hull,  Sunderland, 
and  Liverpool,  had  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
they  had  no  right  to  come  forward  as  in- 
dividual claimants,  and  say  they  had  the 
benefit  of  the  general  protection  of  their 
country,  bnt  their  country  could  not  vin- 
dicate Its  honour  without  their  claiming 
to  the  very  last  farthing  for  any  losses 
sustained  by  them  in  consequence  of  a 
due  prosecution  of  a  necessary  war,  and 
one  carried  on  strictly  according  to  the 
law  of  nations.  If  the  House  of  Commons 
persisted  in  acknowledging  such  claims  as 
those  now  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  they  would  re- 
cogpiise  claims  for  which  no  precedent 
was  to  be  found  in  past  history;  but  if 
the  motion  of  the  bon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman were  to  be  agreed  to,  many  would 
be  found  in  our  future  history. 

Mr.  Creiiwellf  notwithstanding  what 
had  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
was  sure  the  House  would  go  along  with 
him  in  saying  that  there  was  nothing  im- 
proper in  the  feeling  which  had  brought 
him  forward.  Unless  he  bad  been  urged 
to  it  by  bis  constituents,  he  would  never 
have  brought  before  the  House  a  question 
of  that  nature,  and  he  trusted  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  think  that  he  was  justi- 
fied in  speaking  on  behalf  of  certain  firms 
in  Liverpool.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
like  many  other  persons  who  had  disagree- 
ble  things  to  encounter,  was  never  pleased 
with  the  time  which  was  chosen  tor  this 
discussion.  If  he  (Mr.  Cresswell)  came 
late  in  the  Session  all  imaginable  objec- 
tions were  made ;  he  was  told  that  there 
was  no  money  for  him,  and  that  he  should 
not  have  delayed  his  motion  to  so  late  a 
period.  If  he  came  early,  he  was  met  with 
the  direction  that  there  was  no  money  in  the 
Excheq«cr,  and  asked  why  he  had  come 
so  soon.  Now,  he  thought  the  beat  plan 
wae,  to  brag  at  forward  at  an  eafly  .poiiod 


of  the  SeiaioDi  when  he  could  expects 
full  House,  and  he  hoped  the  right  1kmi« 
Gentleman  would  be  satisfied  with  tiie 
numbers  on  that  occasion.  His  (Mr. 
Cressweirs)  opinion  upon  this  subject  waa 
stiU  that  which  he  had  expressed  when  be 
first  brought  the  subject  before  the  House* 
He  for  one,  could  never  understand  that 
they  had  any  right  to  call  upon  Denmark  to 
make  compensation  for  the  book  debts  aiid 
the  goods  on  shore.  He  never  could  iuMJIer- 
stand  what  pretence  they  had  for  soch 
demands.  Was  there  any  complaint 
against  Denmark  ?  Had  she  committed 
any  wrong  against  this  country?  Had 
we  asked  for  redress  for  any  wrong  or 
injury  which  we  had  sufiered  ?  No.  But, 
notwithstanding  we  had  no  such  com- 
plaints to  make,  they  had  laid  an  embai|;o 
upon  the  ships  of  that  country ;  we  hfid 
sent  out  cruizers  to  capture  her  vessels 
wherever  they  could  find  them  ;  we  bad 
sent  out  powerful  armaments  to  slaughter 
her  subjects  and  to  seize  her  fieet ;  and  it 
was  now  said,  because  the  Danes  had  in 
turn  taken  the  property  of  some  of  our 
ship-owners  and  merchants,  that  these 
must  receive  no  compensation,  that  the 
Danish  government  was  justified  in  tak- 
ing it,  and  the  owners  most  put  up 
with  the  loss.  But  this  was  not  a  case  of 
war.  He  totally  denied  that  it  was  a  case 
of  war,  and  he  hoped  that  this  would  ne- 
ver be  made  a  precedent  for  other  cases ; 
that  the  country  would  never  be  in  the 
same  straits  again, and  therefore,  would  not 
be  induced  to  resort  to  similar  practices. 
What  was  their  own  statement  to  the 
Danes,  at  the  time  that  this  ex pedittonwaa 
undertaken  ?  What  was  the  proclamation 
made  ?  Why,  that  they  came  to  their 
shores  not  as  enemies,  but  in  the  way  of 
self  defence.  Was  there  any  war  at  tluat 
time  ?  Was  it  consistent  with  the  notion 
of  a  state  of  war  ?  If  it  was  a  state  of 
war,  and  it  took  place  according  to  the 
ordinary  usages  of  nations,  why  was  that 
State  Paper  out  forward  in  1837  to  juptUy 
these  proceeaings?  Did  the  Governmeat 
attempt  to  justi^  its  proceedings  upon  the 
ground  of  war  ?  No  such  thing.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  House  would  vote,  as  it 
had  voted,  for  the  compensation  of  the 
Danish  claimants. 
The  House  divided :   Ayes  127  ;   Noes 

96:  Majority  31. 

LM  of  <Ae  A¥«». 
Aglionby,  H,  A.  Antrobus,  £. 
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Arebdall,  M. 

Bailey,  J. 

Baillie,  Col. 

Bainbridge,  E.  T. 

Barnard,  £.  G. 

Bell,  M. 

Beotiock,  Lord  G. 

Boldero,  II.  G. 

BoUiogyW. 

Bramston,  T.  W. 

Broadley,  H. 

Bruges,  W.  11.  L. 

Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 

Burr,  II. 

CaDDiDg,rt.hoD.  Sir  S. 

Chapman,  A. 

Chute,  W.  L.  W. 

Cochrane,  Sir  T.  J. 

Colqulioun,  J.  C. 

Coote,  SirC.  11. 

Craig,  W.  G. 

D'Israeli,  B. 

Douglas,  Sir  C  E. 

Dunbar,  G. 

Doncombe,  T. 

Dnncombe,  hon.  W. 

Easthope,  J. 

Egerton,  Lord  F. 

Eliot,  Lord 

Ellice,  E. 

Ewart,  W. 

Feilden,  W. 

Fielden,  J. 

Ferguson,  Col. 

Filmer,  Sir  £• 

Fox,  S.  L. 

Freshfield,  J.  W. 

Gladstone,  J.  N. 

Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  C. 

Grimsditch,  T. 

Hamilton,  Lord  C. 

Harland,  W.  C. 
Hawet,  B. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Ilindley,  C. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Holmes,  W. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  O.  W. 
Hotbam,  Lord 
iloustoun,  G. 
Hume,  J. 
Humphrey,  J. 
Ingham,  R. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Irion,  S. 

Jackson,  Mr.  Serg. 
James,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jones,  J. 
Jones,  Capt. 
Kelly,  F. 
Kemhle,  H. 
Kelbume,  Viscount 
Kirk,  P. 
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SirE. 
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Langdale,  hon.  C. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S. 
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Litton,  E. 
liockhart,  A.  M. 
Lowther,  J.  11. 
Mackeniie,  T. 
Mackeniie,  W.  F. 
Maclean,  D. 
Martin,  J. 
Mathew,  G.  B. 
Moles  worth,  Sir  W. 
Morgan,  O. 
Muntz,  G.  F. 
Neeld,  Jl. 
O'Connel,   D. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
O'Conor,  Don 
Ord,  \V. 
Ossnlston,  Lord 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Philips,  M. 

Pigot,  a. 

Plumptre,  J.  P. 

Praed,  \V.  T. 

Pryme,  C. 

Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 

Richards,  R. 

Rushbrooke,  Col. 

Rushout,  G. 

Salwey,  Colonel 

Sandon,  Viscount 

Scarlett,  hon.  J.  Y. 

Scholefield,  J. 

Scrope,  G.  P. 

Shaw,  rt.  hon.  F. 

Sheppard,  T. 

Sibthorp,  Colonel 

Stanley,  E. 

Stuart,  Lord  J. 

Stuart.  W.  V. 

Strickland,  Sir  G. 
Style,  Sir  C. 
Tenncnt,J.  E. 
Thesiger,  F. 
Tliompson,  Mr.  A  hi. 
Trench,  Sir  F. 
Verner,  (colonel 
Vivian,  J.  K. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Wallace,  R. 
Warburton,  11. 
White,  A. 
Williams,  W. 
Wilshere,  W. 
Wodehouse,  E. 
Wood,  B. 
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Crestwell,  (\ 
Hutt,  W. 
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BaiUie,  H.  J. 
Baines,  E. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  T.  F. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Benett,  John 
Bemal,  Ralph 
Bewes,  T. 
Bodkin,  J.  J. 
Bridgeman,  H. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Chalmers,  P. 
Chetwynd,  Major 
Chich^ter,  Sir  B. 
Cl•ment<^  H.  J. 
Clive,  E.  B. 
Corbally,  AL  E. 
Cow  per,  hon.  W.  F. 
Currie,  R. 
Dennistoun,  J. 
Divett,  E. 
F^erton,  W.  T. 
Ellice,  rt.  hon.  E. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A. 
Fitzalan,  Lord 
Fitiroy,  l^rd  C. 
Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Gladstone,  W.  E. 
Gordon,  R. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Grah.im,  rt.  hon.Sir  J. 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Grey,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Hardinge,rt.hu.  Sir  H. 
Ilastie,  A. 
Hawkins,  J.  H. 
Hobhouse,rLhon.SirJ. 
Hobhouse,T.  B. 
Ilorsman,  E. 
Hoskins,  K. 
Howard,  hn.C.W.G. 
Ilowick,  Viscount 
Labouchere,rt.  hon.H. 
lister,  E.  C. 
Listowel,  F^rl  of 
Macaulay,rt.  hn.T.  B. 
Macnamara,  Major 
M'Taggart,  J. 


Manhall^W. 
Maale,  boo.  F. 
Morpetl^  Viseowit 
Mnskett,  G«  A. 
Nicholl,  J. 
OTemll.  R.  M. 
Paget,  F. 
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Parker,  M. 
Parker.  R.  T. 
ParDell,rt.hoo.SirH, 
Pattison,  J. 
Peel,  rt  hon.  Sir  R. 
Redingtoo,  T.  If . 
Rich,  H. 
Russell,  Loid  J. 
RuUierfurd,  rt.  1iob*A. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Sheil,  rt.  hon.  R.  L. 
Smith,  G.  R. 
Smith,  R.  V. 
Soraers,  J.  P. 
Stanley,  Loud 
Stanley,  Ikhi.  W.  O. 
Stansfield,  W.  R,  C. 
Steuart,  R. 
Stock,  Mr  Serf. 
Strutt,  F.. 
Surrey,  Earl  of 
Tancied,  H.  W. 
Tbomely,  T. 
Townley,  R.  O. 
Trotter,  J. 

Troubridge,  Sir  E.  T. 
Turner,  ft. 
Vivian,  Major  C. 

Vivian,rt.hon.SirR;H. 
Wall,  C.  B. 

Wilbraham,G. 
Wood,C. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 
W  yse,  T. 
Yates,  J.  A. 
Young,  Sir  W. 

TELLIIW. 

Stanley,  hon.  E.  J. 
Tufnell,  if. 


Execution  OP  Criminal^.]  Mr,  Rieki 
\  should  be  unwilling  to  tresipaM  opon  tbe 
time  of  the  House  in  asking  leave  to  briog 
in  a  bill  for  the  better  ordering  of  the  exe* 
cution  of  criminals ;  but  since  it  is  a  sab- 
ject  which  has,  I  believe,  never  been  dis- 
cussed within  these  walls  beyond  a  short 
conversation  in  committee,  in  May,  1837, 
on  the  Punishment  of  Death  Bill,  1  aa 
desirous,  by  some  short  explanation  of  the 
principles  and  plans  of  my  bill,  to  prsvMl 
any  inisapprebensions  or  roisrepitaeat^ 
tions  as  to  the  nature  of  the  cbange  1  %m 
about  to  propose  :  and  1  aa  at  least  aa 
anxious  to  near  the  objections  and  opia* 
ions  of  boD.  GenlleneB,  w  older  that  I 
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may  as  far  as  possible  obviate  or  profit  by 
them  in  the  filliog  up  of  the  claases, 
should  the  House  grant  me  permissioo  to 
introduce  my  bill.  For  myself,  Sir,  I  can 
safely  declare  that  I  am  actuated  in  un- 
dertaking this  measure  by  no  motive  in 
the  world  but  an  earnest  desire  to  do  away 
with  what  appears  to  me  to  be  a  barbarous 
and  pernicious  practice ;  and  happily  this 
is  a  subject  which  can  by  no  possible  in- 
genuity be  converted  into  a  party  question ; 
and  for  once  therefore  we  may  meet,  in 
the  common  cause  of  humanity,  upon 
neutral  ground,  and  be  the  better  for  it. 
1  confide  the  question  therefore  entirely  to 
the  general  good  feeling  of  the  House,  and 
propose  it  unprompted  and  unsupported  by 
any  one  special  interest,  section,  or  party: 
I  do  not  even  connect  it  with  the  nearly 
related  questions  now  so  frequently  dis- 
cussed respecting  the  mitigation  of  our 
code,  or  the  abolition  of  the  punishment 
of  death.  I  leave  it  to  stand  upon  its  own 
plain  practical  grounds  of  seeking  to  pro- 
vide a  formal,  reverent,  and  sufficiently 
public  and  authentic  method  of  conducting 
the  execution  of  ciminals,  instead  of  our 
present  practice  of  making  an  exhibition 
of  such  executions ;  for  hitherto  all  our 
executions  have  partaken  more  or  less  of 
the  character  of  exhibitions — spectacles  ! 
and  it  is  against  this  exhibilionary  charac- 
ter, this  notion  of  making  a  spectacle  of  an 
execution,  that  I  endeavour  to  raise  my 
voice,  and  enlist  the  concurrence  of  the 
House.  But,  before  proceeding  one  step 
further,  I  beg  leave  to  declare  most  expli- 
citly, that  I  have  no  intention  whatever  of 
proposing  private,  and  much  less  secret 
executions,  or  of  withdrawing  the  strict 
eye  of  public  observation  from  their  pro- 
ceedings. I  know  full  well  the  benefit  of 
publicity  on  almost  all  occasions,  and  most 
especially  on  those  which  regard  the  ad* 
ministration  of  justice  and  its  penal  exe- 
cution, not  to  have  studied  most  carefully, 
by  various  provisions,  to  guard  against  and 
satisfy  that  jealousy  which  the  public  so 
wisely  entertain  of  all  that  has  a  tendency 
to  mystery  or  secrecy  in  these  matters.  1 
trust,  therefore,  I  shall  not  be  misunder- 
stood or  misrepresented  on  this  point; 
and  I  am  the  more  anxious  to  be  clear  on 
this  head  since  1  have  read  the  few  remarks 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Tamworth  made  on  this  part  of  my 
sul^ect,  when  it  was  incidentally  raised  by 
the  houi  Member  for  London  :  for,  bear- 
ing as  he  did   the  strongest  testimooy 


against  our  present  mode  of  conductiog 
executions  declaring  :— 

*'  That  it  does  appear  that  more  evils  actually 
result  from  public  executions  than  could  oceur 
from  any  other  other  mode  of  proceeding  in 
these  cases." 

He  rests  his  objections  to  the  plan  im- 
puted rather  than  assented  to  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  London  upon  its  being  **  pri- 
vate," saying : — 

''  I  think  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in, 
and  very  serious  obstacles  to,  inflicting  pun- 
ishments of  this  extreme  kind  in  private.  [ 
think  such  a  practice  would  be  very  apt  to  re- 
volt the  public  mind,  and  excite  in  private 
quarters  the  most  rankling  suspicions  and  the 
most  distressing  feelings." 

Now,  Sir,  my  endeavour  has  been  to 
contend  with  these  difficulties  and  obsta- 
cles, and  to  render  executions  decoroas, 
while  I  continue  them  public — that  is, 
sufficiently  public  to  prevent  those  "  rank- 
ling  suspicions  and  distressing  feelings'' 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  so  pro* 
perly  respects.  And  if  he  finds  that  i  have, 
in  any  degree,  succeeded,  I  hope  to  have 
the  benefit  of  bis  great  talents  and  great 
experience  in  perfecting  that  which  I  shall 
have  feebly  commenced.  But,  Sir,  while  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  bears  this  manly  tes- 
timony against  the  mischiefs  of  our  pre* 
sent  system,  I  find  others  taking  the  old 
one,  and  upholding  our  present  executions 
as  a  support  to  the  good,  and  a  terror  to 
the  bad — as  '*  having  the  efiect  of  instil- 
ling into  the  minds  of  those  who  witness 
them  a  salutary  horror  of  crime  and  a  re- 
spect for  the  laws."  Now,  Sir,  1  protest 
against  this  assertion.  I  verily  believe, 
that  the  public  exhibition  of  punishment 
by  human  suffering  and  death  neither 
does,  nor  ever  has  produced  this  salutary 
effect.  That,  on  the  contrary,  it  hardens 
where  it  means  to  reform,  and  is  both  the 
cause  and  effect  of  crime.  All  experience 
is  against  it.  In  all  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, Turkey  included,  where  executions 
are  most  savage,  and  death  brought  moat 
closely  home  to  the  eyes  of  the  people^ 
there  they  are  the  most  savage,  and  human 
life  and  human  laws  the  least  respected* 
It  would  be  tedious  and  invidious  to  parti- 
cularize. The  converse  is  also  true.  Or, 
to  come  nearer  home,  what  has  been  the 
course  of  civilization  and  executions,  in 
England  ?  Why,  as  the  light  of  the  one 
has  advanced,  the  savageness  of  the  other 
has  receded.  I  need  only  appeal  to  the 
historical  recoUeetiona  of  every  one  present 
whether  such   has  not  been  the  fact  7 
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Compare  our  preseot  laws  and  execDiions 
with  those  of  (he  Utter  Todora,  whea  ex- 
hibKioos,  I  may  say  forests  of  g;iljbets,  aod 
the  most  savage  tortures  were  the  approved 
means  of  making  men  honest,  as  Smith- 
field  6res  were  of  keeping  them  religious. 
Shall  ire  be  told,  these  are  all  enormities 
of  by-gone  days,  and  that  every  one  re- 
pudiates them   now,   when   we  have   at 
length  reduced  executions  to  that  perfect 
state  in   which   they  impress  those  «Lo 
witness  them  with  a  salutary  horror  of 
crime,  and  respect  for  the  law  ;  in  which, 
IB  fact,  all  the  beneGts  of  publicity  are 
retained  without  any  of  its  barbarities  ? 
This  is,  indeed,  a  flattering  unction,  and  I 
would  it  were  genuine ;  but  it  is  nothing 
more  than   the  common  threadbare  ob- 
jection to  all  improvement.  True,  indeed, 
we  have  got  rid  of  the  practice,  although 
not  of  the  law  for  hanging  iu  chains,  and 
of  cart  and  colli n  processions  to  Tyburn  ; 
we  have  got  rid  of  the  practice,  though 
not  of  the  Uw,  for  drawing  on  hurdles, 
which  was  itself  a  mitigatiou  of  the  older 
custom  of  driwing  over  the  bare  ground 
and  of  embovelling  dead  or  ali%o.     Muti- 
lating, torturing,  burning,  are  now  abol- 
ished ;    thoutrh    this  last,    as    rcsi^ected 
women,  lived  on  to  the  reign  of  Cieorge 
3rd.     .411  these  have  passed  away,  and  are 
remembered  now  only  to  be  repudiated.  So 
fir  so  good  ;  but  much  yet  remains  to  be 
done.     Nothing  so  easy  as  to  repudiate 
the  abuses  of  former  days;  nothing  more 
difficult   than   to   acknowlf:d^e  and  root 
out  those  of  our  own.     Why,  Sir,  every 
one  of  the  succL'SHivr  cotini(*H  of  btirbarily 
which  I  have  juHt  rnuinrriiird,  found  dr- 
fciidcrH  in  ihf'ir  nrvriiil  dtiy«,      i-oii^'ini- 
tious  men   wlio  (loitiirr  im  |nn|{(  r  being 
the  vogue)  cniild  tlmnunt  n  tin*  tnck,  and 
in  the  same  brnilh   chrliiir  ('harlfs  2nd's 
head  would  not  \\n  stiff  on  his  shoulders, 
should  the  living  entruiln  of  regicides,  like 
Harrison's,   not   be   torn   out  and   burnt 
before  his   dying   face-^dying,   and   not 
dead,  mark  you — for  Ludlow  tells  us  he 
actually  rose  up  under  the  torture.    This 
generation  passes  away, and  another  arises. 
IJberal  supporters  of  the  House  of  Hano- 
ver, who  could   heartily  denounce  those 
enormities  inflicted  on  the  regicides,  and 
yet  in  1745  could  find  no  security  for  the 
Ilanoverian  dynasty  without  planting  the 
heads  of  the  wretched  Jacobite  rebels  on 
Temple  Bar,  to  give  loyalty  to  the  citi- 
zens; or   preserving  others  in   spirits  to 
pack  up  and  despatch  for  like  edifying 


exhibitions  at  Maachetter  and  elsewhere. 
Men  who  could  6od  no  safety  for  hm* 
bands  without  burning  their  wives  aliie 
(as  in  the  case  of  Catherine  Hayes,  in 
1736»  for  aiordering  then,  or  of  Aoaa 
BedingfieU,  dragged  on   a    bardie  aod 
burnt,  but  not  alive,  sobte  as  1769.  Hea 
who  committed  crime  were  checked  aad 
chastised  by  processioos  to  Tyburn,  whose 
abominations   Maadeville    aod    Hogarth 
have  immortalised.      And   now  ail  Imms. 
Gentleman  can  fnlly  perceive  these  barba- 
rous errors  of  their  predecessors.     Evea 
j  later  still,  hon.  Gtrnilcmen  have  seen  their 
contemporaries  defend — if  they  themaelfta 
have  not    defended  —  the    whipping    of 
women  in  prisons,  or  of  men  at  cart-taib 
— the  pillory — the  practice  of  haegiog  m. 
chains — the  revolting  processioB  aad  cere- 
mony of  huddling  a/elo  d§  $e  into  a  hole 
on    the    highway,  and   driving  a  stake 
through  his  body.     Hon.  Geatleaieii  who 
have  heard  these  things  defended  can,  now 
that  they  are  passed  away,  see  and  de- 
plore their  barbarous  inotility,  and  worse 
:han   inutility.     And   what,  pray,  is  ibe 
infierence   from   all  this?     That  we  have 
ut  length  arrived  at  perfection  ?   That  oar 
present   exhibition   of  an  execation,    or 
Frost*s  sentence,  for  instance,  that  Ibey 
should  be  drawn  on  a  hurdle  to  the  place 
of  execution,  that  they  should  there  be 
hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  were  dead, 
and    that  afterwards   the  head  of  each 
should  be  severed  fiom  his  body,  and  the 
Uidy  of  each  divided  into  four  quarters, 
to  be  (lispoied  of  as  her  Majesty  should 
deem  fit.     Are  these,  forsooth,  symptoms 
of  perfection  ?     No,   forsooth  ;  the  only 
way  of  viewing  this  gradual  abandonment 
of  terror  which  I  have  been  endeavouring 
to    truce    (and    in     the    word    terror    I 
include  the  suffering  of  the  criminal  and 
its  exhibition  to  the  public)  is,  that  If  it  has 
been  foiled  and  been  abandoned  in  its  ex- 
treme rigour — if  it  has  failed,  likewise,  and 
been  abandoned  in  each  of  its  successive 
gradations  of  diminishing  terror,  each  suc- 
ceeding generation  confirming,  by  expe- 
rience and  by  further  mitigation,  the  miti- 
gations of  its  predecessor— then  sorely  the 
only  fair,  rational,  and  common  sense  de- 
duction is,  that  this  terror,  this  exhibitioa 
of  terror,  is  erroneous  not  in  degree,  bal 
in  principle  and  application.     Bat  boo. 
Gentlemen   msy  say  this  is  all  very  well, 
but  after  all  it  is  but  a  deduction,  and 
that  practically  our  executioos  work  well ; 
that  they  support  the  good  and  aflrigbl  the 
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bad.     Now,  what  nay  facts  and  experience 
to  this?    I  state  my  facts  against  any 
they  can  bring,  and  pray,  are  the  good 
thus  supported,  the  bad  thus  affrighted? 
Who,  pray,  are  the  good  that  ever  attend 
these  executions?     Who  are  the  consi- 
derale  parents  that  send  their  children  to 
them  as  to  a  school  of  moral  instruction  ? 
Who  are  the  wise  masters  that  send  thither 
their  apprentices    to  learn  wisdom  and 
gentleness  from  the  gallows  and  itft follow- 
ers?   Who,  indeed,   are  the  persons  of 
any  pretensions  whatever  to  respectability, 
who^  being  convicted  of  having  witnessed 
one  of  these  exhibitions,  do  not  forthwith 
feel  it  necessary  to  make  some  excnse  for 
havin|  done  so  ?    The  good,  then,  do  not 
attend,  or  attend  not  for  their  profit.    But 
although  they  do  not  actually  attend,  per- 
haps it  is  meant  that  they  are  there  in 
thought,  and  thai  the  idea  of  a  public  ex- 
ecution gives  a  reality  and  publication  to 
the  law  which  is  most  useful.     Sir,  surely 
this  ia  a  mere  refinement;   the  sentiment 
of  the  efiicaciouaness  and  sovereignty  of 
the  law  resides  not  in  the  harsh  exhibiiion 
of  an  execution,  but  in  the  substantial  fact 
of  the  execution  itself.     Will  any  man  say 
that  the  wayfaring  man,  the  lone  widow, 
or  any,  the  most  timid  person  in  the  wide 
world,  will  rest  or  travel  one  iota  the  less 
free  from  fears  of  felons  because  they  may 
have  seen  one  hanged  in  the  morning,  or 
read  in  the  evening  of  some  great  hanging 
exhibition  ;  with  all  the  newspaper  reports, 
makine  a .  fustian  hero  of  some  Thurtell 
scoundrel,  blazonmg   forth  his  atrocious 
crimes,  and  dwelling  with  mawkish  senti- 
mentality  upon   bis  exemplary  piety,  or 
heroic    fortitude  on  the  scaffold?     Will 
these  tend  more  to  deter  or  captivate  the 
bad — to  support  or  alarm  the  good  and 
conciliate  public  respect  ^r  the  law,  than 
a  formal  announcement  in  the  Gazette, 
that  such  and  such  a  criminal  was  duly 
executed  in  such  and  such  a  gaol  before  a 
certain  number  of  witnesses  in  pursuance 
of  his  sentence,  for  having  committed  such 
and  such  a  felony?    E^t  then  perhaps 
the    exhibitions    support    the    good  by 
affrighting  the  bad.     I  doubt  the :  when 
do  they  affright  them,  how  do  they  affright 
them,  and  where?     Did   they   affright 
when,  aa  of  old,  thev  were  infinitely  mofe 
savage  ?    If  thev  did^  why  are  they  aban- 
doned ?    And  if  they  did  not,  what  pre- 
sumption is  there  that  they  will  now? 
And  where  do  they  affright  them  ?    At 
the  eziecutioBs  tbeouelves?    If  m,  why 


do  they  attend  ?  Ami  yet  it  is  notorious 
that  the  worst  thieves  and  felons  and.tlMir 
associates  ars  the  most  constant  attendants 
of  these  eiecntioos.  Surely  if  they  were 
awed  by  them,  they  would  not  attend : 
nothing  is  easier,  or  perhaps  safer,  for 
many  of  them  than  to  keep  away.  But 
no ;  they  are  drawn  thither  by  a  certain 
fascination  or  attraction  for  sceiMi  of 
blood,  or  strong  excitement.  It  is  a  boU« 
day  to  them :  they  come  to  see  their  kto 
associate  die,  as  they  call  it,  manfully, 
and  to  learn  how  to  die  in  like  manner 
themselves.  There  is  not  a  spark  of  con- 
trition or  awe  about  them.  Fieldingt  than 
whom  few  persons  (as  his  admirable  wri- 
tings testify)  better  understood  bnnan 
nature,  and  (more  especially  from  his  sHii- 
ation  as  a  magistrate)  that  class  wo  are 
now  contemplating,  thought  so  too.  In 
his  treatise  on  the  Increase  of  Robbers, 
he  attributes  it,  amongst  other  causes,  to 
our  public  executions*  After  disposing  of 
the  shame  which  the  criminal  is  supposed 
to  entertain,  and  which  be  asserts  is  more 
frequently  in  bis  distorted  notions  of  pride, 
and  in  those  of  the  crowd,  pity,  he  says, 

''His  procession  to  Tyburn,  and  his  last 
moments  there,  are  all  ttiumphaat ;  attended 
with  the  compassion  of  the  meek  sod  tender* 
hearted,  and  with  the  applause,  admiration, 
and  envy  of  all  the  bold  and  hardened.  His 
beliaviour  in  his  present  condition,  not  the 
crimes,  how  atrocious  soever  which  brought 
him  to  it,  is  the  subject  of  contemplation ;  and 
if  he  hath  sense  enough  to  temper  his  boldness 
with  any  degree  of  decency,  his  death  is 
spoken  of  by  many  with  honour,  and  by  all 
with  approbation.  How  far,  (he  adds)  such 
an  example  is  from  being  an  object  of  terror, 
especially  to  thos^  for  whose  use  it  is  prin- 
cipally intended,  I  leave  to  the  consideration 
of  every  rational  man;  whether  soch  exiim- 
pies  as  I  have  described  are  proper  to  be  ex<* 
hibited,  must  be  submitted  to  our  superiors.** 

And  he  then  proposes  executions  within 
the  prisons,  before  high  judicial  authorities 
and  a  restricted  number  of  other  persons* 
as  a  means  of  preventing  crime.  Hogarlli, 
too,  in  bis  ''  Thief's  Progress,''  leads  bis 
idle  apprentice,  whom  be  is  eondtaititiog 
step  by  step  to  the  gallows,  to  the  contem- 
plation of — ^what  ?  an  associate  banging  in 
chains.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  late  ordi- 
nary of  Newgate,  in  bis  examination  before 
the  Committee  of  Criminal  Laws,  says 
respecting  the  younger  thieves, 

I*  I  think  it  a  shock  and  a  horror  at  the  mo- 
ment upon  die  inexperienced  and  young ;  but 
immediately  the  sccm  is  closed,  there  is  afef^ 
let&laess   altogeiksr  of  it^    but  upon  tlit 
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old  and  inexperienced  thief  it  makes  no  real  or 
serious  impression.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
go  into  the  piess-jrard  within  an  hour  and  a 
half  after  an  aecutiooy  and  I  have  found 
them  amusing  ChemseUes,  playing  at  ball  or 
marblesy  and  appearing  precisely  as  if  nothing 
bad  happened.^ 

And  for  the  bystanders, 

''That  it  makes  very  little  impression  on 
the  public  They  appear  to  me  to  come  to  it 
as  to  a  spectacle,  and  go  away  thinking  no 
more  about  it,  without  some  very  extra- 
ordinary case  or  very  particular  crime  occur  ; 
and  generaUy,  I  am  completely  of  opinion 
that  it  has  not  any  effect  by  way  of  example. 
It  seems  to  take  away  and  blunt  abhorrence 
against  the  crime,  in  pity  and  compassion  for 
the  sufferer." 

Mr.  Main  waring,  a  magistrate  for  Mid- 
dlesex, gives,  as  an  instance  of  the  effect 
of  executions 

**  Three  persons  were  brought  before  me  for 
uttering  forged  notes.  During  the  investiga- 
tion  I  discovered  that  these  notes  were  ob- 
tained from  a  room  in  which  the  body  of  a  per- 
son  named  Wheller  (executed  on  the  preceoing 
day  for  uttering)  tlien  laid,  and  Uie  notes  in 
question  were  delivered  for  circulation  by  a 
woman  with  whom  he  had  been  living.** 

Mr.  W.  A.  Brown  entertains  the  same 
opinion : — 

**  I  can  hardly  think  it  can  have  any  moral 
effect,  or  make  any  advantageous  impression 
upon  the  minds  of  persons  attending  these  exe- 
cutions, when  they  will,  even  under  the  gallows, 
be  often  engaged  in  picking  pockets.  1  appre- 
hend that  many  of  those  who  attend  executions 
are  of  the  most  depraved  and  abandoned  cha- 
racter. At  some  executions  (he  says),  the 
people  show  approbation,  at  others  there  has 
been  a  cry  of '  Shame,  shame !'  and  in  one  in- 
stance a  cry  of*  Murder.'  '* 

As  instances  of  how  they  keep  their 
spirits  up,  Mr.  Harmer  stales  that : — 

"  The  punishment  of  death  has  no  terror  for 
a  common  thief.  Their  common  expressions 
used  to  be,  such  a  one  is  to  be  *  twisted,' 
now  it  is  such  a  one  is  to  be  *  top't'  One 
man  whom  I  attempted  to  console  told  me, 
*  Players  at  bowls  must  expect  rubbers.'  An- 
other, *  That  it  was  only  a  few  minutes,  a  kick 
and  a  struggle,  and  it  was  all  over.'  Others 
I  have  heara  state,  that  they  should  kick  Jack 
Ketch  in  their  last  moments." 

I  mention  these  circumstances  to  show 
what  little  fear  common  thieves  entertain 
of  capital  punishmenti  and  that  so  far 
from  being  arrested  in  their  wicked  courses 
by  a  distant  possibility  of  its  infliction, 
they  are  not  even  intimidated  by  its  cer- 
tainty.   But  the  most  startling  testimony  | 


is  a  letter  written  only  laat  week  by  a 
most  respectable  clergymaD,  wbo  has  de* 
voted  his  time  greatly  to  the  aUcndaaee 
on  prisoners.  I  entreat  hon.  Gentleinea's 
atientioo  to  this.  It  is  most  abort,  audi 
most  essentially  to  the  poinL  I  bope  te 
contents  will  be  clearly  stated.  Tbii 
gentleman  says  :* 

**  All  the  criminals  executed  whom  I  have 
either  witnened,  or  accompanied  to  the  scaf- 
fold, have  amounted  neariy  to  fifty,  aad  Ibeve 
was  not  a  single  maleCutor  hot  had  satB  the 
punishment  of  death  inflicted,  and  some  had 
seen  it  repeatedly.  The  only  exceptions  were 
three  persons  who  were  respited,  aiid  theiefon 
not  executed.  I  give  this  testimony  frooi 
having  asked  each,  and  that  singlvy  whether 
he  had  seen  an  execution.  Some  of  these  iMid 
been  constant  attendants  at  executions  at  the 
Old  Bailey.  Every  criminal  executed  m  Bffis- 
tdl,  Gloucester,  and  Ilchester,  that  I  have  wit- 
nessed for  nearly  thirty  years,  has  afforded  bo 
exception.  Every  one  that  I  have  attended 
had  witnessed  one  punishment." 

Are  these  your  deterring,  your  salutary 
effects  ?  No,  Sir,  the  force  of  exampla. 
Here,  Sir,  is  a  practical  commentary  oa 
the  deterring  qualities,  **  the  salutary  hor- 
rors," of  a  public  execution.  The  force 
of  example  is,  indeed,  most  powerful,  hmi 
so,  also,  are  its  workings  most  mysterioiis. 
Good,  easy  gentlemen,  sitting  in  their 
arm  chairs,  with  look  severe,  and  beard  of 
formal  cut,  read  the  account  of  an  eiecw- 
tion,  and  dream  of  the  alarm  intowbicbit 
has  thrown  all  the  thieves  of  the  country, 
whereas  the  example  has  been  working  oo 
their  blinded  and  hardened  spirits  an  a 
diametrically  opposite  direction.  The 
sight  of  death  inflicted  has  created  an  ap- 
petite for  scenes  of  death.  Blood  calls  for 
blood.  The  example  of  their  comrade's 
execution  has  flred  their  passions  of  pride, 
resistance,  and  retaliation.  1  take  it,  this 
is  the  usual  working  of  these  examples. 
It  is  a  fact  well  known  to  all  who  have  au 
tended  to  the  workings  of  the  human  mind, 
that  tales  and  scenes  of  horror  have  a 
strong  tendency  to  re-produce  themselves 
in  the  minds  of  those  who  frequently  wit- 
ness, or  become  familiarly  acquainted  witb 
them.  I  myself  remember  a  strong  in- 
stance, now  some  years  since,  of  a  farmer's 
daughter,  who,  leading  an  irregular  lile, 
ended  by  drowning  herself.  A  neigh- 
bouring girl,  who  was  her  friend,  and 
seemed  likely  to  pursue  a  similar  coarse, 
was  taken  to  the  corpse,  and  admonisbed 
by  her  parents.  After  a  few  weeka,  that 
same  girl  was  found  drowned  in  tbe 
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pit  as  her  friend^  clothed  in  a  similar  dress, 
with  the  same  Quantity  of  money  in  her 
pocket,  and  a  like  bunch  of  flowers  in  her 
dress.  In  the  Journal  des  TribunauXf 
of  the  29th  of  August,  1829,  there  is  an 
account  of  the  execution  of  a  girl  (Rose 
Perrin)  at  Mantua,  for  the  murder  of  her 
father.  It  naturally  produced  a  great 
sensation  in  the  country :  we  are  told  the 
mountaineers  from  around  flocked  to  see 
the  execution  as  if  it  was  a  fair,  in  their 
holyday  clothes.  That  very  night  follow- 
ing the  execution  of  this  paricide,  the 
daughter  of  a  respectable  family  in  the 
town,  fired  by  the  excitement,  conceived, 
but  was  mercifully  prevented,  from  exe- 
cuting the  project  also  of  murdering  her 
own  Hither.  The  same  thing  occurred  after 
Greenacre's  execution,  in  the  case  of  a 
person,  till  then  highly  respectable,  who, 
having  secured  a  seat  to  witness  it,  re- 
turned home,  and  having  attempted  to 
hang  his  wife,  cut  his  own  throat.  Mr. 
Motthey,  of  Geneva,  in  his  ''  Nouvelles 
recherches  sur  les  Maladies  des  Esprits,*' 
gives  an  account  of  a  similar  effect  pro* 
duced  on  a  man,  who,  having  seen  his 
friend  broken  on  the  wheel,  returned  home 
and  attempted  the  lives  of  his  sisters.  To 
take  a  more  familiar  instance,  what  is  it 
that  sends  forth  the  adventurous  traveller 
to  the  sands  of  Africa,  or  the  ice  of  the 
North  Pole?  Is  it  the  comforts  and  en- 
joyments that  have  engaged  his  propen- 
sities as  he  pores  over  book  after  book  of 
voyages  and  travels  ?  No,  it  is  the  dan- 
gers and  shipwrecks,  and  difficulties,  that 
captivate  his  ardent  mind.  And  so.  Sir, 
in  an  evil  course,  the  hair-breadth  escapes, 
and  the  agitating,  bewildering  prospect  of 
a  great  public  execution,  shaking  off  the 
load  of  a  hated  life,  haunt  and  lead  on 
the  steps  of  the  felon.  I  do  not  for  a 
moment  mean  to  argue  that  the  reform  of 
our  executions  would  put  an  end  to  this 
distortion  of  mind ;  all  that  I  contend  for 
is,  that  it  would  destroy  one  of  its  pre- 
disposing causes.  And  if  these  are  the 
effects  upon  the  more  ferocious,  it  may  be 
said,  that  they  are  so  hardened,  nothing 
can  reclaim  them,  but  that  the  sight  of 
an  execution  must  check  and  deter  the 
minor  offenders.  Why,  then,  did  it  not 
check  those  old  offenders  who  have  always 
witnessed  them,  and  were  once,  too,  juve- 
nile offenders  ?  Precisely  because  it  checks 
neither  the  young  nor  the  old,  Sir,  expe- 
rience, both  old,  recent,and  present, tells  us 
that  the  pickpockets  are  seldom  so  busy  as 


when  an  execution  is  going  on*  We  1miv# 
already  heard  Mr.  Browne's  evidence  w 
1819;  let  us  hear  what  Barringtoo  says 
of  an  earlier  time.     He  declared, 

**  That  DO  occasion  was  considered  by  pidk^ 
pockets  so  favourable  for  the  pursuit  of  their 
trade  as  executions ;"  adding  wiUi  the  exj^ri- 
ence  of  a  practitioner,  *<  that  everybody's  eyes 
were  then  on  one  person,  and  all  were  look* 
ing  up  to  him." 

And  we  must  remember  that,  at  the 
time  this  evidence  was  given,  picking 
pockets,  t.  e.  stealing  from  the  person, 
was  a  capital  offence,  which  might  have 
brought  any  one  of  those  persons,  thus 
following  their  trade,  next  in  succession, 
to  the  rope  of  that  very  gallows,  which, 
forsooth,  we  are  to  consider  as  erected  for 
their  edification  and  reformation.  Ask 
the  police  now,  and  they  will  tell  you  the 
same  story.  Indeed,  in  all  newspaper  ec* 
counts  of  executions,  we  invariably  find 
some  remarks  upon  the  carelessness  or  ac- 
tivity with  which  the  police  have  en* 
countered  the  swell  mob  and  swarms  of 
pickpockets,  without  whom,  indeed,  an 
execution  would  scarcely  be  complete. 
And  who  are  the  other  attending  pupila 
of  this  great  national  school  of  moral  and 
legal  instruction  ?  We  have  already  named 
all  the  greater  and  lesser  classes  of  felons 
and  thieves ;  their  companions  are  aban- 
doned women,  vagabonds,  idlers,  curiosity 
or  excitement-hunters,  chance  passengers, 
renegade  apprentices,  boys,  children,  Jews, 
pedlars,  and  hawkers  selling  oranges,  and 
bawling  out  the  last  dying  speech  and 
confession  of  the  wretched  criminal  before 
he  has  well  nigh  breathed  his  last.  And 
what  is  the  conduct  and  what  the  conver- 
sation of  this  motley  crew  ?  Is  it  a  sober, 
serious  demeanour,  such  even  as  men 
wear — such  as  even  most  of  those,  if  oset 
on  other  occasions,  would  wear  when 
death  crosses  their  path,  or  whenever  they 
meet  a  funeral  in  the  streets  ?  Are  these 
expressions  of  charitable  sorrow  for  crime, 
of  the  benefit  of  example,  of  respect  for 
the  law  ?  No,  no,  Sir,  these  are  all  fic- 
tions, the  theories  of  mere  imaginatkia. 
Those  whose  duty  compels  them  to  at- 
tend them  know  full  well  that  it  is  other- 
wise. Mr.  Browne's  evidence  exemplifies 
their  respect  for  the  law,  when  they  ex- 
ecrate or  applaud  according  to  their  fan* 
cies,  and  sometimes  cry  out  **  shame, 
shame,"  or  ''  murder  I"  Mr.  Cotton,  the 
ordinary,  tells  us  *'  They  come  as  to  ft 
spectacle.'^     Then  their   amusement  si 
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tbe  tine  appointed  Ibr  ilie  exicutLon,  15,000 
p«nons  must  bait  congrepicd  lonether. 
DariDg  this  time,  the  OKHt  di!|Ttccfd  aid  in- 
deeent  behsTioar  pemdeil  the  «Me  mttA- 
l«de.      mt  exbibitioa   m«M  bav*  afMMad 


ineffcctoallj  upon  iW  ■ 


a  bslias  of  aala  and  dead  dog>  it  miA 

odMf'khMdi — scrawdiBg,  (hoffliog,  and 

Mnariac  —  obaeeiM  jciU.   mad   practKal 

jokes.     Scxsc  cob*   to   vuify   what  Mr. 

Hanner,  in  bit  twideaee,  italei  ibej  have 

deelaicd  before  ciecnlioo,  "  ihat  afier  all, 

it  i>  odIv  for  a  icw  miauies ;  a  kick  and    Isf^c  annbcr  of  thoic  «ho  witncSKd  it. 

a  ttnwcla,  and  it   ■■   all  over ;"  or  tone,  ;  <)»  after  pait  ofihe  daj  such  iceiics  of  diaiv 

■Ota  imveicnt   ttill,   aba   come   to    wc  I  enam    ani   debauchery   have    Kanxly  been 

whether  tbcic  comrade  "  will  realiM  hii  ^  i^*^'    f.   ""J^  '.g^.t.  "'^iSm^^*!^ 

, .   ti        u     u  I      J  II  .L  .    *iieii  I  saT,  that  not  lesi  than  3,000  uutna 

Daaati"  asHr.Haraieraliodepo«a,"lhat  '    ■„„.„.;',„  ,tu.  >«^ i.— 1.  «J^_ 

,         '■■      ■        r     I     Tf      1        k  -  1  L    '  *"0  Caune  Into  toe  wwti  to  witnen  tae  veae 

ha  will  giTe  Jack  Keuh  a  kick  •■  be  :  )«a  ;„  ,  .^te  of  beudy  ilniiiiraaiin  ThM 
■wiogi  off."  But  bOD.  Genlletneo  laaj,  I  nnnbei  iDclndes  a  ittj  lats*  pwtiM  of 
peibapa,  laj,  thece  are  ibe  hardeoed  atto-    nomen,    wiios*   nbole   Cunilie*  irrnwpeaiiri 


attend  to  a  countn  oae?     ».  ...^.-  ■■.—  .  - 

what   look    place   at   Suftwd,   at   Anne  , '"'^"'8  "^  DeTize*. 
Wycbefle,-.   e.eculioa.    The    Rev.    Mr.    ""  '="""''^  '""'  "" 
Bocketidge,  the  chaplain    to  ibe  gaol, 
aaj.:— 

"  Nothing  conld  exceed  the  moral  debai^ 
meat  wibibitcd  on  that  oceaiion.  The  couoir;, 
for  tba  (pwe  of  twenty  mile*  aroand, 

night  preTioiu  to  tlie  execution,  o>e..-.. -....      ,.    .      -  -        ,        , 

persooiorbolhiexe»,ofihenioalabandoned,    »f  both  se^te* ;  m  very  few  of  the»e   __ 
dlrtooMt.  debauched,  and    diisolule  charac-    delect  an  instance  of  iobncty,whik«» 
leri.      Pell*   robberies,   of    all    de*<Tiptions, 
were  committed,  and  the  heer-shops  aod  pub- 
lie«baniei  rang  with  blunhemyatidobMenity. 
Wilbin  light  of  the  pllows,  and  while   tlie 
unhappy  ticlin  waa  actually  *uipended,  ob-  j  '^^H'  !""■■ 
Kcne  joke*,  horrible  imprecation),  drudten-    '"''  "  '"  '  ' 
ncu,  and  fightings  were  forced  upon  the  eye 
and  ear.    On  a  late  occation,  when  two  boat- 
raen,  named  Owen    and  Thomas,  were   exe- 
evled,  the  same  moral  petlilence  was  spread 
ihroDgh  the  country,      1   tnitl   in    Uod,   sir, 
yout  eibrti  may  be  crowned  with  success,  (or 
certain  I  am  that  for  one  pcrwn  r«icued  from 
a  liie  [rf  crime  by  the  sight  of  a  public  execu- 
lioD,   twenty,    by    tlie    s^iue    means,  become 
rogues  and  prostitutes.     Should  you  with  for 
any  ftirthcr  informnlton,  I  shall,  at  all  limes, 
be  most  hnppy  to  reply  lo  any  commun' 
with  which  you  may  favour  me.     I  hai 
heU  the  lilualioii  of  chaplain  for  sct 
years,  anil,  of  course,    bave  witnessed  many 
executions,  and  I  can  only  say,  that  I  sliall  hail 
with  the  greatest  jov  the  law  which  eudi  for 
erer  such  brulal  aud  hcarUbardening  exhibi- 


lifet    OM, 


loumal,  on  the  cTidenea  af  one  of  the  moM 
'••pectable  cammofcia]  gcallMien  who  traidi 
'.he  west  of  EogliDd,  who  arrived  ia  Derine 
,  It  half-past  nine  at  night,  who  slated  that  ia 
ll,^  ihe  space  of  nine  milea,  be  passed,  aceoidiaf 
'    ' '  iputaiion,  not  leu  than  ?Oo 


he  bad  rcaaon  to  foar  fcr  Ma  per^ 
■ooal  safely,  aod  ai  the  aide*  of  the  road,  aad 
the  hankf,  aod  poblic  foolpatht,  i 


ich  greater  extent,  but  this  will  be 
sufficient  foryour  purpose,  and  I  sincerely  trail 
t  may  oercr  be  nhliged  to  wiineu  a  dnilar 


But  thi«  was  in  the  nelgbbourbood  ol 
tnaoufactares.  Will  tbejconw,  iberefore, 
iUo  a  qaieL  tbiDly-inhabited  part  of  the 
couBliy  ?  1  will  read  ibeia  a  letter  I  re- 
ceWed  only  yesterday.  It  ia  dated  from 
the  gaol  of  Devise^  and  is  from  the  go- 
veniot: — 

"TheextcationofJaMaeMoslin  took  place 
at  this  prison  oa  the  6th  of  September,  IH3B, 
at  twelve  o'clock.  As  eatly  ai  eight  o'clock 
in  the  nunung,  crowdi  of  personi  began  u 


li  Ibis  a  conWocing  specimeD  of  ibe 
salutary  horror  of  crime  and  respect  for 
the  law  intlilled  by  the  exbibilion  of  aa 
execution  in  the  country  ?  Que  iostaoce 
more  aod  I  bave  doue,  and  I  select  a 
favourable  one — one  which  the  papeis 
called  "  orderly  and  becoming,  —  in 
order  that  hon.  Genlleroen  may  see  the 
best  side  of  the  picture.  I  take  Courvoi- 
aicr'i :  in  the  tnidst  of  London — in  the 
midst  of  the  season — iu  the  midst  of  the 
nineieeDlh  century.  First  we  ara  told 
by  the  Obterver,  of  the  condemned  sei- 
moo. 


"  Allhongh  the  service  wm  aot  la  fniniasam 
till  half-past  tan,  the  BTasues  w  the  priao« 
were  blocked  up  before  nine  by  those  who  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  privilege 
of  admiision,  and  among  the  congiegatioD 
were" — here  several  noble  I,.ords  are  nned, 
whom  I  omit — "  several  Memberi  of  Ibe 
HooM  of  Commons  and  a  hw  ladies." 

Id  plain  words,  persons  who  came  to 
stare  at  the  prisoner :  and  at  sacb  t  nth 
meat  1    The  Mme  paper  layi. 
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**  During  the  whole  of  Sandaj  large  masses 
of  |>eople  visited  the  Old  Bailey  ;"  **  which/' 
continues  the  Globe,  **  in  the  evening,  resem- 
bled a  fair,  and  the  numbers  of  persons  conti- 
nued to  increase  until  midnight:"  and  the 
Herald  adds,  ''the  people  then  assembled 
were  of  the  lowest  class ;  they  talked  of  the 
execution  with  as  much  levity  as  they  would 
of  a  eock-fight  or  boat  race.  Taverns  and 
cofiee-houses  were  kept  open  for  them  during 
the  night.  Some,  who  could  get  near  enough, 
amused  themselves  by  throwing  gravel  at  the 
workmen  erecting  the  gallows;  others  were 
singing,  or  horse-playing,  in  the  hired  rooms 
opposite;  while  snouting,  whistling,  jeering, 
and  jostling,  were  going  on  outside  with  in- 
oreastng  vehemence  as  the  fatal  hour  ap- 
proached." •  ♦  « They  thus,"  takes  up 
the  Ohserver,  '^  remained  in  the  open  air 
during  the  whole  night,  in  order  that  their 
curiosity  might  be  fully  gratified  in  the  morn- 
ing. The  windows  were  all  occupied  by  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning  by  spectators  who  paid 
high  prices  for  them." 

And  the  Globe  adds, 

"  That  those  windows  commanding  the 
drop  presented  a  considerable  number  of  well- 
dressed  women ;  while,  in  the  crowd  below, 
there  was  a  smaller  proportion,  and  that  of  the 
lowest  and  most  abandoned  rank." 

While  this  was  going  on  without,  we 
learn  from  the  Observer,  that 

"  Before  seven  o'clock,  several  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  were  admitted  to  the  prison" 
—I  here  again  omit  their  names — *'  with  seve- 
ral Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a 
list"  —  whose  names  I  omit  —  "of  foreign 
princes  and  counts  who  wished  to  see  the 
English  mode  of  disposing  of  great  offenders ; 
and  lastly,  a  great  actor,  for  the  advantage  of 
his  professional  studies." 

Now,  Sir,  amongst  this  throng  of  ama- 
teurs the  priaoner  receives  the  Holy  Sacra- 
ment; and  which  concluded,  just  as  he 
is  going  to  be  pinioned,  "Mr.  SheriflT 
Evans  drew  a  letter  from  his  pocket  and 
aaked  for  his  autograph;"  while,  we  are 
told,  Mr.  Sheriff  Wheelton  "wept  bit- 
terly."  The  bell  tolls  —  the  procenion 
moves  on-*the  prisoner  mounts  the  scaf- 
fold, and  the  people,  we  are  told,  "  receive 
him  with  an  unanimous  shout  of  eieera- 
tion"— "  a  yell,"  the  Globe  calls  it— "which 
went  to  the  hearts  of  all  around  him ;"  and 
for  the  two  minutes  (the  Herald  says 
"  five")  that  (he  rope  was  adjusting,  the 
yelling  and  shouting  were  inceasaDt.  The 
other  paper  calls  it  "murmurs,  shoots, 
shrieks."  The  Observer  remarks  "  on  the 
disgracefully  indecent  way  in  which  theee 
who  had  been  admitted  by  special  orders 
into  the  gaol  rushed  afk^  the  cvlpril  vheB 


he  Mt  his  «41  to  go  teeieeatioh,  ii^twMM 
standing  the  efforts  of  |Mr^  Go|to  s«A 
others  to  kevp  them  at  a  proper  diataitot; 
and  which  brought  forth  onea  of  shani<> 
And  thus  with  amateur  lords,  eoantii  aiN 
nators,  and  others  hurrying  to  si  9Um 
demned  sermon,  to  stare  at  a  orhiiin«li«w 
then  hustling  and  ciowding  nrtrod  Mm 
while  he  was  receiring  the  last  erifioM  dS 
religion,  and  passing  amidst  the  readistf 
of  his  own  burial  aertioe  to  hit  gravwr 
with  one  sheriff  ireeping,  and  the  *olkieff 
(with  a  smirk)  begging  for  his  auCograpW  i 
with  14,000  people  yelling  at  him  is  M 
agony;  and  ladies  with  opva-rglaiHi 
looking  on  from  the  opposite  baloeDia»». 
was  one  of  the  latest,  and,  as  th^ae  papeli' 
stated,  «'becomidg  and  orderly,"  exetuHaiii 
conducted.  Now«  Sir,  thus  it  is ;  hele  ate 
two  undoubted  pictures,  originala^  dram 
on  the  spot  (the  one  in  town,  the  other  in 
the  country),  of  what  hon.  GenlleneD  viali. 
to  continue  to  caR  conduoive  to  the  kHmh 
ests  of  morality,  humanity^  and  juatlce. 
Will  they  have  the  goodness  to  specif^ 
any  one  possifaie  benefit  or  support  that 
can  accrue  to  any  one  inslitutioa,  law,  if 
individual  from  assembling  together  of 
such  irreverent|  masses  of  idlenesa,  paeflii- 
gaoy,  and  vice?  and  that,  too,  far  thte< 
express  purpose  of  witnessing  scenes  of 
death,  whereby,  and  by  the  contagiov  <rf 
numbers,  the  foree  of  example,  and  thm 
own  excited  passions,  it  is  morally  certaiB 
-^etery  one  must  know  it  is  morally  oer- 
tain  their  hearts  must  be  hardened.  Who 
would  wish  that  executions  shoukl  be  so 
conducted  in  future?  But  while  these 
evils  are  admitted-.»indeed  they  cannot  be 
denied — it  may  be  replied  that  the  plan 
which  1  propose  threatens  stiil  greater  mm* 
chief,  namdy,  the  bringing  the  last  aid* 
ministration  of  justice  into  suspieioo*  hgr 
rendering  it  private»  and  therefore  sue^ 
pected.  Now,  sir,  I  beg  to  repeat,  ae  I 
have  already  declared,  that  1  have  9a 
intention  whatever  of  promoting  seoms  } 
on  the  contrary,  I  seek  publicityi-iioMk» 
publicity  that  panders  to  coarse  curiesilty 
or  morlm]  sensibility — hot  real  ossAil  inlh 
lieity  and  general  attention.  I  seek  to 
constitute  a  formal,  independent,  apfM- 
priate,  and  sufficiently-numerous  astfsoK 
blage  of  witnesses  to  this  last  sod  soeoe  of 
the  law,  whereby  tht  public  shall  be  m* 
core,  and  be  eertiied  of  it»  Ml  and  enaoli 
execution-^those  pfeseni  knpreseed  wilk 
ite  sdtemnity>  and  tli«  criminal  as  litHe  •• 
Ipotsible  diitorbed  in  bk  hit  nomgiti* 
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of  cnnnb  wicbcst  the  wtBa.  sfaail  be 
c^biDt  bond  to  lapenfttead  aad  be  rc» 
ipoHible  for  tlwr  execs!  >»  wkhia  ike 
walio#  their  respectrve  prions.     And  I 
loqaire  abo  the  preaesre  cf  the  ixiapector 
o#  pTBom  for  the  datrict,  i-i  order  that  he 
mtj  anfce  a  special  report  of  the  whole 
procecdingi  to  the  Hooie-ctfiee,  and  which 
report,  together  with  others  of  a  snnilar 
nature,  diaJI  anauallj  be  littj  before  Par- 
IbflMBt.      I   adopt  the    same  prof isioos 
tfttt  are  now  in   force  for  secario^  the 
free  access  and  attendance  of  the  ministers 
of  the  faith  of  the  criminal.     I  make  pro- 
viskm  for  the  admission  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  cri- 
nioal  who  may  consent  to  be  present  at 
his   execution    in    compliance  with    bb 
feqnest,  made  in  writing  and  certiBed  by 
the  minister  of  bis  religion  in  attendance 
on  him.     I  also  provide  for  the  admission 
of  a  like  nomber  of  soch  of  bis  relations 
within  specified  degrees,  who  may  on  any 
day  pieoediog  that  of  the  execution  sig- 
ni^  in  writing  to  the  goremor  iheir  desire 
to  be  present.     I  thus  secure  a  certain 
class  of  witnesses  roost  interested  in  the 
homane   treatment   of  the  prisoner,  and 
whose    presence     and    whose    testimony 
would  go  far  to  remove  that  rankling  sus- 
picion and   those  distressing   feelings  of 
doubt  which  might  otherwise  arise.    Even 
though  few  should  attend,  yet  the  bare 
fact  of  their  having  the  ri^^bt  and  power 
of  attendance  would  produce  the  same 
effect.     I  provide,  also,  for  the  admission 
of  a  certain  number  of  the  public  press, 
whose  accounts,  though  divested  of  all  the 
exciting  and    mischievous    topics    which 
executions  now  furnish,  would  still  spread 
the  report  of  the  execution  far  and  wide. 
I  require  the  presence  of  all  the  convicted 
prisoners  within  the  gaol  at  the  time  of  the 
execution,  and  that  they  should  pass  the 
remainder  of  the  day  in  their  own  sepa- 
rata cellSi  trusting  that  if  the  sight  of  the 
final  catastrophe  of  crime  can  at  any  time 
soften  and  reform  them,  it  will  be  most 
likely  to  do  so  when,  instead  of  returning 
to  the  loose  conversation  of  their  ward, 
they  shall  be  left  to  their  own  solitary  re- 
flections*    I  admit  a  limited  number  of 
magistrates,  and,  according  to  the  greater 
or  less  space  for  executions  within   the 
area  of  the  gaols,  and  which  shall  always 
be  in  the  open  air,  and  allotted  by  the 


a£  (fvafter 
I  pt'jvkie  for  the  adinisiiiwi,  apoi 
appGcataaa  to  the  gu^etaor  of  ihe  gaol, 
of  a  certain  aamber  of  general 
the  inspector  of  prisons  to 
these  orders  for  admiasaoa,  which  a  thii 
and  in  all  other  cases  when  the  awabcrof 
applicatioos  for  admiaawo  shall  exceed 
the  nomber  to  be  admitted,  those  to  whoa 
thcT  shall  be  granted  shall  be  decided. 
H&os  mach  for  the  witnesses,  which  wHI 
varv  fnxn  fonv  to  fiftr.  And,  with  a  view 
to  farther  pabGcity  and  example,  I  ir^ire 
that  a  fonnal  certificate  of  the  doe  exe- 
cution of  the  criminal,  together  with  a 
specification  of  bis  oflReoce,  trial,  and 
conviction,  as  well  as  the  namber  of  wit- 
nesses present,  shall  be  forthwith  drawn 
up  and  signed  by  the  authorities  resp 
.  ble  for  the  execution,  to  be  by  them  ti 
!  mitted  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute  for  H< 
!  Affairs,  for  insertion  in  the  three  fellow- 
i  iag  gazettes.  Also  that  a  copy  of  the 
'  certiticate  shall  be  printed  off  as  a  hand- 
bill, and  affixed  within  and  withont  the 
walls  of  all  the  gaols  within  the  drcnit, 
and  upon  other  conspicuous  places  in  the 
county  within  which  the  execotion  shall 
have  taken  place.  Also,  to  prepare  the  pub- 
lic mind  iu  the  neighbourhood,  I  require 
that  notices,  as  handbills,  announcing  the 
day  and  hour  of  the  execotion,  shall  be  af- 
fixed in  like  manner  to  the  gaols  and  other 
conspicuous  places  within  the  circoit  and 
county.  And  finally,  still  further  to  arrest 
attention  and  address  the  serious  thoughts 
of  all  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  execution,  I  provide  that  all  those 
public  officers  who  have  to  superintend 
it,  shall  assemble  at  the  town-hall,  or  usual 
place  of  meeting  for  public  business,  and 
proceed  thence  with  their  constables  and 
police  in  formal  procession  to  the  jail,  the 
bells  of  the  several  parish  churches  through 
which,  or  near  which  they  shall  pass, 
tolling  meanwhile.  I  should  add,  tnat  I 
prohibit  all  access  whatever  to  the  gaol 
during  the  time  of  execution,  except  to 
those  persons  for  whose  admission  this  bill 
shall  specially  provide.  These  are  the 
principal  outlines  of  the  method  of  con- 
ducting executions  which,  under  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  corrections  and  improve- 
ments of  hon.  Gentlemen,  I  propose  as  a 
substitute  for  our  present  mischievoiu  ex- 
hibitions. The  execution  as  proposed 
would  be  formal  and  solemn,  for  it  would 
be  attended  by  the  public  authorities  and 
the  ministers  of  religion,  unexposed  to  the 
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iDterruptioDS  and  crowdings  of  curiosity. 
It  would  be  satisfactory  and  public  for 
all  the  classes  or  interests  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  it,  either  by  affection,  duty, 
association,  or  responsibility  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  each  one  independent  of  the 
other  would  be  there  to  witness  it,  with  the 
press  and  official  certificate  to  authenticate 
and  publish  it.  And  finally,  it  would  be 
decorous,  for  it  would  be  conducted  with- 
out parade  and  without  excitement,  in 
the  presence  of  an  assemblage  of  persons 
all  under  the  check  and  within  the  obser- 
vation of  each  other.  This,  Sir,  is  the 
substance  of  my  bill.  Hitherto  I  have  said 
nothing  of  the  wretched  criminal  himself, 
not  that  1  in  the  least  allow  that  his 
crimes,  be  they  what  they  may,  can  in  any 
degree  preclude  a  most  careful  abstinence 
from  everything  calculated  to  inflict  on 
him  unnecessary  anguish.  But  I  have 
already  tresspassed  too  long  on  the  pa- 
tience of  the  House  to  permit  me  to  enter 
now  on  this  branch  of  the  subject.  I  will, 
therefore,  only  entreat  hon.  Gentlemen  to 
ask  themselves  whether  it  be  just,  whether 
it  be  charitable,  whether  it  be  Christian, 
that  a  fellow-creature  in  those  last  mo- 
ments, when  he  ought  to  commune  with 
his  own  heart  and  be  still,  should  be 
dragged  forth  pinioned  and  blindfold,  on 
the  very  precipice  of  the  grave,  to  be  made 
a  spectacle  to  an  uproarious  multitude? 
He  may  appear  calm,  but  his  calmness 
may  be  that  of  one  steeped  in  agony.  He 
may  even  look  bold,  but  it  may  be  the 
fictitious  boldness  of  one  quivering  at 
every  nerve.  The  vision  of  that  ocean  of 
faces  that  is  to  glare  on  them,  of  those 
execrations  which  are  to  attend  them  at 
their  last  moments,  have  often  haunted 
criminals  and  disturbed  their  thoughts  for 
nights  before  their  execution.  And  all 
this  terror  is  mere  gratuitous  torture;  for 
it  is  generally  unperceived,  and  the 
wretched  sufferers  cannot,  like  the  trans- 
ported man,  return  and  recount  all  the 
miseries  he  has  endured.  You  denounce 
torture,  but  surely  here  is  torture  lurking 
yet  amongst  your  judicial  proceedings,  and 
unequal  in  its  application,  according  to 
the  caprices  of  a  multitude.  Is  it  fitting 
that  the  last  feeling,  the  last  pang  of  the 
dying  man,  should  be  that  his  agonies  are 
made  a  raree-show  for  his  fellow  creatures 
to  stare  at  ?  And  when  all  is  over,  those 
fellow-creatures — the  writhing  ended — 
turn  again  to  their  gin-shops,  and  say, 
<'  Well,  at  fill  evenUy  the  poor  fellow  died 


game/'  Died  j^amet  How  many  htdU 
instructed  criminak,  gone  to  their  laal 
account,  have  not  been  deterred  tmt^ 
giving  vent  to  a  full  and  bitter  lepeotaB^p 
by  a  desire  to  keep  up  their  worldly  spfaito 
for  this  crowning  exhibition  of  their  ciift; 
and  to  do  what,  in  their  wretched  slangs  ip 
called  ''dying  game"?  AndbowoiiBf 
imaginations  have  not  been  blinded  to.tlit 
atrocity  of  a  crime  by  a  natural  sympaiby 
with  courage,  false  or  real,  with  which,  its 
punishment  has  been  publicly  bomef 
These  are  the  consequences  of  your  systMia 
of  making  exhibitions  of  your  exeoutioiM, 
But  I  have  trespassed  too  long.  I  baia 
now  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  mis* 
chiefs  of  our  present  practice  of  condnctjiiif 
executions,  and  to  show  that  a  snbstitato 
for  it  might  be  found  which,  while  retain- 
ing all  the  necessary  qualities  of  publicity 
and  example,  should  get  rid  of  the  da- 
moralising  effects  of  making  the  death  of 
a  fellow-creature  a  spectacle  for  a  civili»d 
people.  I  move.  Sir,  for  leave  to  bring  io 
a  bill  for  the  l>etter  ordering  of  the  execar 
tion  of  criminal. 

Sir  O.  Strickland  seconded  the  motion. 

General  Johnson  said,  that  there  was  no 
hope  of  the  bill  which  the  hon.  Member 
asked  leave  to  introduce  ever  passing  into 
a  law,  because  he  thought  that  there  wfui 
too  much  good  sense,  both  in  that  and  iii 
the  other  House  of  Parliament,  to  pem^ 
parties  to  be  privately  put  to  death ;  a  pro- 
posal pregnant  with  greater  evils  he  conld 
not  conceive.  The  argument  of  the  hon. 
Member,  in  fact,  went  to  the  great  point 
of  abolishing  the  punishment  of  death,  an4 
in  that  object  he  (Generfil  Johnson)  agreed^ 
but  when  the  hon.  Member  talked  of  car-r 
rying  out  his  argument  by  making  iii^ 
execution  a  private  exhibition — a  sort  of 
raree-show,  to  see  which,  if  too  many  a|iT 
plications  were  made,  the  precedence  waa 
to  be  decided  by  chance — he  must  saj 
that  he  never  heard  a  proposition  to  wbiep 
he  could  more  object.  He  would  therefijVf 
oppose  the  present  motion  upou  princibbu 
He  would  divide  against  the  introduoSinii 
of  the  bill;  and  if  that  motion  shonld.hi 
carried,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose its  progreM  at  every  stage. 

Mr.  Ewari  was  certain  tbt  every  boo* 
Member  in  the  House  would  do  justi«  to 
the  excellent  moiiYes  of  his  bon.  Fnrad 
the  Member  for  Knareshorongh.  He,  wtt 
many  othon,  bad  fblly  arrived  at  the  saaMS 
condusion  as  the  bon.  Member,  that  die 
public  exepotiaii  oC  criBMnals  was  a  gn*l 
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nai  $enMS  eTil;  but  tbey  differed  fnmi 
Ms  hoQ.  Friend  v  to  the  best  mode  of  fvet- 
liBg'  rid  of  iIhmii.  He  was  one  of  those 
wW>  wcte  opp»ed  to  the  execution  of  cri- 
wndK  «nd  to  capital  punishments  alto- 
ge«lN^r.  Hithetto  he,  and  those  who  had 
aribnl  with  him,  had  procoedod  entirely  in 
eae  diwction;  and  now  his  hon.  Friend 
asked  them  to  travel  in  an  entirely  oppo- 
site direction.  The  hon.  Member  would 
get  rid  of  executions,  as  he  thouc[ht,  by 
sMAinit  them  private :  but  his  hon.  Friend, 
who  was  so  right  in  motives,  was  so  wrong 
in  point  of  pnnriple,  that  he  felt  bound  to 
•pptt»  him»  for  by  his  method  he  would 
tuL  and  make  more  lasting  capital  punish- 
Mtents ;  he  was.  in  fact,  taking  away  one 
of  the  ^^test  arguments  in  favour  of  ihe 
ahciitit>Q.  Ho  would  only  draw  the  atten- 
titftt  «4*the  Houw  to  the  simple  principle. 
that  privacy  in  the  execution  uf  criminals 
was  l^  :  hi$  ht^m.  l>iend  mi^c  be  war- 
nwiM  hv  iho  |^(v«cni  ^^taco  el  ih%r  |^Kw 
IHn^U^:.  ai^  in  the  vViUitk^n  in  which  Fc^- 
bMi  wa»  lk«u»d  i;x  the  ui-tk^tvvnch  ccatunr 

WkHtoifi^j^  lliK   iTCM.trc  ^^i;i.T      l»fc  aj:;n  stsii. 

i£  they  iJo(.*Ctfd  wbac  wk.<  in  iti  xHKrajt 
and  (Vfrn^ioencly  wrong?  WLesM  came 
the  rack,  whence  the  tmiure,  whence  the 
inqui^itifin  itself  r  From  private  punish- 
aentv.  Alt  the  cniMtifis  and  horrors  of 
th^i  ffifMl  titirlMfffiiii  syiiti-ms  had  been  per- 
jmltniiu]  1m  ptiv.iti«,  'I'luiH,  not  only  was 
jirltii'Ipht  ufjuiimi  liU  liiiii,  J-'rietifl,  but  all 
history  wii«  uImi  iiuuiii«l  liiiii*  Ii  was  by 
much  m(ire  r&tcTttaiivii  iniHiAiirt'i,  by  doing 
away  with  cxcrtitionit  alt(»;;ethcr,  and  by 
•stending  the  blcssingK  of  cilucationi  that 
benefit  would  be  gained ;  but  he  denied 
that  there  would  be  any  improvement  by 
gelling  together  some  ddy  men  as  a  kind 
of  jury  to  witness  the  execution.  Let  it 
not  be  understood,  however,  that  be  would 
wish  to  do  anything  but  the  greatest  jus- 
tice to  the  motives  of  his  hon.  Friend,  but 
ho  doubted  the  value  uf  his  conclusions. 
His  him.  Friond  liowever,  did  not  prevent 
publicity — he  had  not  witlidrawn  the  pre- 
sonoe  of  the  press— and,  in  modem  times, 
the  groat  instrument  of  publicity  was  the 
presK ;  and  though  tho  public  would  not 
view  all  tlie  dying  agonies  of  the  criminals, 


they  would  read  the  fullest  detaOf ;  they 
might  not  take  place  coram  oeulm  of  the 
people,  but  they  would  be  exaggcfated 
exactly  in  proportion  to  the  want  of  tiie 
power  of  correction  through  jMiBlicity* 
Then  his  hon.  Friend  wanted  the  relatives 
of  the  criminal  to  attend.  He  hoped  they 
would  not,  at  all  events  he  would  not  d^ 
sire  to  give  them  any  encointisement,  aad 
if  their  presence  were  withdrawn,  how 
would  there  be  publicity  ^  In  short,  the 
good  proposed  l^  the  hon.  Member  was 
doubtful,  the  evils  that  would  result  from 
his  n^medv  would  be  certain.  His  hon. 
Friend  would  withdraw  the  horrais  he  had 
so  rividly  described,  but  he  must  say 
that  he  had  lately  seen  a  great  change  in 
the  conduct  of  the  people  in  lespeet  to  these 
executions;  there  was  a  time  when  the 
criminal  was  kuked  upon  as  a  hero  i  he 
was  now  viewed  with  execration, and» dread- 
ful as  it  ml^i  be  to  think  of  the  ydls  that 
fcU  u>xi  hu  Asn  in  his  last  momeotSy  yet, 
crcn  chi«  was  soeaewhat  better  to  having 
lie:  Ux«cd  rp  CO  wi:h  admiratiDn*  and  re- 
ctfiv*^  w::h  accLscoaaoa.  He  trusted  that 
\i  b::^  b>xt.  Frxai  did  not  find  himself 
fcrvc^ly  $u^Y:ai  by  the  Home  he  would 
w'.^hoTiw  bj:»  -c«Ktie  notion,  and  join  in 
:aie  ^voiawur  ft?  aSxiih  capital  punislfc- 

Mr.  r.-.r  Vxx.V  ccuLI  not  let  thu  qoes- 
ta^c.  w:.x-^.  Val  bwa  n't  ably  intiudueed  hf 
\ii'  Kti.  Friesi,  go  to  a  vote  widmut 
citing  hi»  opinion  upcn  the  mbfcct  in  as 
few  words  as  possihle.  He  mun  aaTt  that 
he  entirely  concurred  in  the  Tiew  ta&en  ky 
the  hon.  and  g^lant  officer,  who  spnke  i». 
mediately  after  his  hon.  Friend,  diat  the 
attempt  to  have  executions  in  private 
would  be  followed  by  great  evils.  The  ar- 
guments which  his  lum.  Friend  had  used 
appeared  rather  to  make  out  a  case  for  the 
alxdition  of  capital  punishments  altogether, 
than  to  the  execution  of  criminab  in 
private ;  and  his  hon.  Friend  was  some- 
what unfortunate,  becauie  he  found  arrayed 
against  him  not  only  those  who  were  in 
favour  of  continuing  capital  punishments, 
but  also  those  who  were  against  their 
further  existenoe;  he  thought,  therefore, 
that  his  hon.  Friend  would  ice  the  iieees- 
sity  of  withdrawing  his  motion  withont 
pressing  the  liou>c  to  come  to  a  vote  upon 
the  principle  on  which  he  liad  diaplayed 
great  ability  and  the  arguments  for  wUeh 
he  had  so  admirably  put  before  them. 
With  rospcct  to  the  details,  he  did  not  ac 
that  lime  mean  to  enter  upon  them,  or  to 
dclwu*  the  question,  further  than  to  state 
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shnplj  this  *  thai  if  thef  were  to  adhere  to 
the  present  system  of  capital  execotiofis, 
they  had  only  to  decide  whether  that  was 
to  be  an  axeeotion  in  publie,  or  an  execu- 
tion in  private  ?  He  might  lamsnt  Uie  de- 
pravity and  tha  bad  fedings  whidi  ren- 
dmed  it  neoa«ary  that  society  tdionld  in 
amj  case  turn  its  hand  against  a  fellow 
oMatiive ;  and  he  might  lament  also  thiit 
when  diere  was  the  solemn  spectacle  of 
the  exeeution  of  the  last  sentence  of  the 
law,  theve  diould  be  such  soenes  of  rice 
amongst  those  who  came  to  witness  the 
scene,  and  who  sought  to  imitate  the  ex- 
mnple  of  the  criminal ;  but  be  could  not 
alter  human  nature;  and,  he  believed, 
that  if  they  either  did  away  with  the 
punishment  of  death  altogether,  or  most  of 
all,  if  they  superseded  its  puUicity,  more 
evil  would  flow  ftK>m  the  altemative  than 
was  now  experienced.  Entertaining,  theve- 
fore,  that  opinion,  much  as  he  might 
it^iret  it,  he  must  diffisr  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  if  the  motion  were  pressed 
to  a  division,  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Hume  also  suggested  to  the  hon. 
G^ntlemani  that  observing  the  sense  of  the 
House  to  be  i^giunst  him,  he  should  with- 
draw his  motion;  at  the  same  time  he 
must  aayt  that  the  House  was  oreatly 
oUiged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  mr  the 
strong  and  powerful  case  he  had  made  out 
against  pumic  executions.  He  had  proved 
that  public  executions  were  a  nuisance-— 
that  they  did  more  harm  than  good,  and  he 
recommepd^  the  iioble  Lora  to  weigfi 
wdl  thoBe  arguments,  and  to  he  pvppared 
to  answer  thm,  or  to  acquiesce  in  th«  mo- 
tion for  thealx^tion  of  on^iital  ptmishmmits 
when  it  should  be  brou^t  forward*  He 
was  sore  that  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  produce  a  great  effect  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  Rich  was  most  unwilling  to  press 
any  motion  toadivUion  a^ninst  the  general 
opinion  of  the  Houae.  lie  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  present  discussion,  if  it  wave 
of  any  value,  would  make  a  step  in  the 
peogvass,  and  ultimately  bring  puUic  aphi' 
ion  to  maturity.  As  to  the  imputation 
that  he  sought  to  revive  secret  executiomi, 
or  anything  like  the  Inquisition,  he  was 
not  liable  to  it ;  for  no  man  would  resret 
such  a  revival  more  than  himself.  And  as 
to  history  being  against  him,  be  believed 
that  in  the  best  pmod  of  aneiMife  history, 
befpre  the  approach  of  corruption,  asecu- 
tions  were  comparatively  private ;  it  was 
only  in  the  time  of  the  abominations  pf 
Rome  that  the  scenes  in  the  public  arena 


b^n.  In  tibe  better  times  of  AApmi^ 
tlwo;  the  same  system  of  privacy  pgevaBei« 
In  recent  days,  in  lihe  driWa  slule  of 
New  York»  there  were  no.eameutlont;  nd 
in  Prussia  they  could  eaiy  take  plaee  hr 
the  order  of  the  King.  Reserving,  tlmii, 
to  himself  the  foil  right,  upon  «iy  ftrtmn 
occasion,  to  move  fbr  a  oommitteie  npon  the 
subject,  he  begged  leavie  to  vrii^idraw  his 
motion. 

Motion  withdrai^. 

ExpoKTATioir  OP  Macpikbrt.]  Mr. 
Mark  Philips  having  presented  fL  petitfon, 
signed  by  1,960  inhabitants,  mannfheturen^ 
ite.j  of  Mandiester  and  Salferd,  fbr  the  finse 
exportation  of  machineir,  said,  I  rise  hi 
pursuance  of  the  notice  In  your  hand,  (H^ 
to  move  Ae  appointment  of  a  select  ecvfes- 
mittee,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiiiM  kMa 
the  operation  of  the  ensting  laws  aneodiji^ 
the  exportation  of  madiineiy*  The  pB» 
chine-makers  of  this  country  teve  itk  many 
years  considered  these  laws  deddedlf  i]j|- 
jurious  tp  their  interests,  restraining  ilicn 
from  the  full  exerciie  of  th^  titlcnts  and 
mechanical  ingenuity,  circumfortbing  th|$ 
advantageous  empioyment  of  ^&t  capitd, 
and  restricting  tne  enterprise  of  one  of  the 
nmst  important  brandies  of  our  uatlmisl 
industry.  They  have  petitioqed  the  Home 
in  great  numbers-^I  may  say  almost  to  a 
man — praying  that  the  existing  laws  wUcft 
oppose  these  obstacles  may  be  revised  or 
repealed;  and  the  petitions  are  not  oonfbei 
to  the  master  machine-makers,  hot  Ae^ 
have  been  drawn  up  and  signed  Iry  laiflft 
bodies  of  the  operadve  mechanics  mo,  wqo 
dsel  that  they  share  a  common  interest  wi^ 
thdr  employers,  in  every  thing  whidi  ooa« 
cems  the  prosperity  and  extetision  of  tbit 
brandi  of  trade  in  whidi  thejr  ere  mmgA 
Before  I  proceed  to  state  in  detw  thh 
arguments  which  are  advanced  by  tfaw 
parties  in  favour  of  a  repeal  of  the  fakWi 
which  prevent  the  bm  euortitipn  of  mm- 
chinery,  it  is  perhaps  desindble  thai  1 
should  recall  to  the  reeoUaotion  of  life 
House  the  proceedings  of  itf  sdeot  M^ 
mittee  appmnted  in  the  year  1624,  to  te^ 
quire  into  the  then  itate  of  the  Uw  fth 
qpecting  the  emi^tion  of  artinM*  tfae«i^ 
pgrtation  of  madiineryt  and  iboeAoUof  dm 
combination  laws.  That  eommittee,  ^kar 
a  long  and  laborious  eeaminathm  of  wi^ 
nessas,  reported  to  dm  House,  OB  the  91at 

of  May,  1834,  their  dedded  eonvietion  ef 
the  impolicy  of  the  lawi  rdating  to  Ae 
comUnetions  qf  wevkmm  and  the  emige^ 
tioniifardsans.    The  House  of  Commonly 
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tbcndc  at  MaBofact 
.ted  ILn^DB." 

I  aa  veil  ■*««.  HiMt  <m  pccriaBi  ■ 
on*  wbm  thif  nibjen  hai  ne^  h«i_ 
under  diKnakm  in  tbb  Hoiuc^  doe  hnc 


guAed  hw  inmiot  tad  wjoi  po&T.  pro. '  prakibiud,  i 
ce^U  ■I'""*  immediauiT  to  Wiilirr  in  i  '^,^  Pf^"^' 
amtuudtj  will)  the  reeoHimcndatKn  of  the 
covmittee-     B^  wai«  iztmduced  br  mv 
boo.  «"'^  iii^rfatiptJf  Frksd  the  Member 
for  KHkemr,  wluch  puted  this  Ho-j«  al- 
iMM  nithmt  (^tpcKitioD.  sni  the  lawi  re- 
litjng  to  aitiiKis  and  oxntiaalknu  were 
axMeqaatlj  rrpealed.     With  reference  to 
tltt  qoesiMi  ti  the  espon  of  roachineij, 
btnrercr,  the  committee  Rported  ai  that    vjdtuii  dov  no 
lime  in  ttmar  of  further  inquirr  ia  the    histocr  :  at^  with  the 
■  D  of  Parlianient,    In  the 


to 'the  higfaeM  reipect  at  the  time  thqr 
•poke,  and  which  having  been  plaeed  oa 
record,  are,  Kiepidf  aiine  t£  thoae  iafi- 


!,  I  hef  lo  refer  to  wane  expceaHas 
1823  thli  commiEtec  re-aaenbkd    which  fell  fium  ibe  late  Mr.  Hwldaoa, 
inquire  into  the  Rate  of  the  law  and    during  the  period  that  the  voniuluee  to 

canytug  on 


in  eameqiMocei  respecting  tlie  exportation  '  whidi  I  have  jutt  alluded  m 


at  tools   and   niachi 
made  on  the  30th  of  3\ 
It  which  I  hold 


Their  report,    its  inquur.     Id  the  jear  1825,  on  Ae  o^ 


I  the 


of  Mr.  Littleton  | 

tion  from  Xottingham, 


■ting  a  peti- 
M  utK  icpeal 


pjing  aerenteen  pogei  of  very  interesting    of  the  latvs  prohibiting  the  exportatiaB  of 


matter,  the  perusal  of  which 
plj  rcp^r  any  hon.  Member  desirous  of 
making  himself  acquainted  vith  its  con- 
tentii,  and  which,  if  I  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  Houae  to  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  this  evening,  it  is  mjr  intention 
to  move  shall  be  supplied  to  each  of  the 
Mcmbets  of  that  commit  tct:  who  maj  not 
lie  already  in  posnession  of  the  document. 
1  cannot,  of  course,  on  tlii«  occasion, 
attempt  to  give  anyltiing  like  a  full 
outline  of  the  report  itself,  without  oc- 
cupying more  time  iliun  the  House 
would  be  willinc  to  anord  mc.  I  will 
only  say,  that  I  know  of  no  more  valua- 
ble treatise  upon  the  nulijcct  of  tliu  ex- 
portation of  madiinery,  or  which  contuins 
a  record  of  more  impurliint  matter,  than 
this  report.  Prescribing  to  myself,  what 
will  not,  I  trust,  be  consiilurcd  undue  limits 
in  bringing  this  question  before  ttic  House, 
I  beg  leave,  at  all  events,  lo  rcud  the  re- 
commendation with  which  that  committee 
concluded  its  report,  on  the  day  to  which 
I  hove  already  referred  :— 

"  Although  your  committee  are  impressed 
with  the  opinion,  that  intM  and  machinery 
should  be  regulated  on  Itic  same  principles  a* 
other  articles  of  manufaclurc,  yet,  inasmuch  <a 
there  exist  objections  in  tlie  minds  of  many  of 
onr  mannfaeturers  on  ihis  suhjeci,  which  de- 
serve the  allenlion  of  the  Lej^'i^lature,  and  3s 
it  is  possible  thai  circumstances  may  exist 
whicfa  tuay  render  ■  prohibition  to  export  cer- 
tain tools  and  machines,  used  in  some  parti- 
cular manufacture,  expedient,  your  committee 
beg  to  recommend,  that  until  an  nlteration  can 
be  made  in  the  laws  oo  Ihis  subject,  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Privy  Council  Kiiould  conUnue  lo  ex- 
eniK  thtir  discretion  in  pcrmitling  Ihe  ex- 
l«ttation  of  all  such  tools  and  machines,  now 


Huskisaon  aiid:- 
"  IlebadUstened  with  great atteDliantoIhe 
statements  of  his  boo.  Friend  oo  a  ntbfeel 
whith  itas  certainly  of  great  importance,  that 
was  wiih  regard  lo  tbe  exportalioo  of  ■■• 
chineij',  for  him^lf,  he  was  certainly  in- 
clined to  think,  that  such  a  repeal  would  ba 
very  advanlageous  ;  but  he  well  knew,  thai  a 
iirong  pcrsuaiion  existed  amonj^  a  large  body 
of  ihc  m an uraciurers,  that  it  would  bealtmded 
with  the  greatest  injury  to  Ihelr  inlenrta.  He 
had  no  doubt  thai  the  expected  report  of  the 
cooimiltee  would  throw  great  light  npon  the 
subject  1  and  enable  it  lo  be  more  diniaclh 
seen  how  far  the  superiority  of  our  maanb^ 
tures  was  altiibulable  to  machinery,  and  baw 
Tar  to  other  causes.  Ilought  lo  be  recolteciad, 
that  we  had  already  permilled  ihe  free  es- 
porlalion  of  labour.  Uur  mechanics  might  go 
whither  they  chose,  and  why  the  exportalion 
of  machinery  should  he  placed  on  a  diffetent 
fooling  he  was  at  a  loss  toconceive.  Hewaa, 
however,  disposed,  in  the  present  slate  of 
alarm  oo  ilic  pari  of  the  manufaetureri,  on 
this  subject,  lo  treat  the  matter  with  as  moch 
delicacy  as  possible,  and  he  was  by  do  naans 
disposed  loproposetherepealof  Ihe  existing  pro- 
hibilLon  without  further  cnquiiy,  lie  could  not 
help  adverting  to  his  hon.  Fnend's  (Mr.  Lil- 
tlelon's)  observation,  ihat  he  should  not  object 
to  the  repeal  of  the  prohibiiion,  provided  the 
Board  of  Trade  wete  empowered  to  use  their 
discretion  wiih  respect  lo  the  aiticlei  of  na> 
chinery  to  be  exported.  He  felt  very  coa- 
liderable  doubt  with  respect  to  the  expe- 
diency of  such  a  courie.  It  would  throw  oo 
the  Board  of  Trade  a  most  invidious  task, 
and  would  inundate  them  wiih  apniicationt, 
on  (he  merits  of  many  of  which  they  woald 
find  It  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  irapoMiUc, 
lo  decide.  He  could  also  asmire  hb  hoB. 
Friend,  that  as  Ihe  Board  of  Trade  was  tf  pm- 
senl  constituted,  it  had  ai  many  dutin  to  di^ 
charge  as  it  could  well  get  ihimi|h." 
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I  have  hitherto  spoken  in  the  language  of 
the  petitioners,  ^hen  making  use  of  the 
word  laws,  in  reference  to  the  exportation 
of  machinery.  The  term  law  is,  perhaps, 
scarcely  correct — the  fact  heing,  that  cer- 
tain descriptions  of  machinery  are  prohibited 
export,  whilst  a  discretionary  permissive 
power  as  regards  other  descriptions  of  ma- 
chinery is  vested  in  her  Majesty's  Privy 
Council,  I  believe  in  the  Board  of  Trade. 
There  is  something,  the  machine-makers 
contend,  extremely  anomalous  in  this  state 
of  things,  and  that  the  rules  which  operate 
as  law  should  remain  in  the  condition  stated 
by  Mr.  Huskisson.  The  only  direct  legis- 
lative enactment  which  I  find  as  having 
passed  this  House  with  reference  to  the  ex- 
portation of  machinery,  since  the  year  1825, 
it  contained  in  certain  clauses  of  the  Act  of 
3rd  and  4th  of  Wm.  4th,  cap.  52,  p.  205, 
being  an  act  introduced  by  Mr.  Poulett 
Thomson,  on  the  26th  August,  1833,  for 
the  general  regulation  of  the  customs,  and 
which  states  in  a  sort  of  schedule  a  descrip- 
tion of  certain  **  toolsand  utensils,"  which  are 
prohibited  exportation.  I  think  it  incum- 
bent upon  me  to  state  the  actual  position  in 
which  we  are  placed  at  present.  Our  po- 
sition, then,  I  conceive  to  be  legally  this — 
our  artizans  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  emi- 
grate to  any  part  of  the  world  they  may 
desire,  carrying  their  talents  and  skill  to 
the  best  market,  if  better  than  that  of  their 
native  country  can  be  found.  We  can  ex- 
port an  immense  variety  of  tools  without 
any  restriction  whatever,  excepting  those 
enumerated  in  the  clause  of  the  Act  of 
1833,  to  which  I  have  just  referred.  We 
may  export  steam-engines,  and  any  portions 
of  steam-engines,  and  mill- work  of  all  sorts, 
without  any  restrictions,  and  without  any 
necessity  existing  for  an  application  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  ;  and  we  can  export,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  all 
those  elementary  parts  of  the  machinery — 
if  I  may  be  allowed  such  an  expression, 
which  is  not  perhaps  a  mechanical  one,  by 
which  1  mean  all  those  preparatory  parts 
of  machinery  —  employed  in  the  early 
processes  of  manufacture,  or  the  **  prepara- 
tion "  as  it  is  called,  in  the  spinning  and 
throwing  of  the  four  great  staple  articles, 
cotton,  silk,  flax,  and  wool.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber proceeded  as  follows :  In  order  to  show 
what  a  vast  accession  of  demand  there 
has  been  lately  for  those  articles,  and  to 
what  extent  the  exportation  of  machinery 
destined  for  these  branches  of  trade  has 
been  carried  on,  I  think  it  right  to  refer  to 
a  return  moved  for  in  the  last  Session  of 
V0L.LV1.     {g;j^} 


Parliament  (6th  of  May,  1840),  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Belfast,  whom  I  am  glad 
to  see  opposite  to  me  at  this  moment.  There 
is  in  that  return  a  statement  well  worthy 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  It  shows, 
that  in  the  year  1831  the  total  amount  of 
machinery  exported  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  was  60,028/.,  official  value,  whilst 
in  the  year  1840  the  amount  had  increased 
to  387,096^.  In  this  return,  however,  I 
should  observe,  in  order  to  prevent  any  con- 
fusion, that  in  the  statement  of  export  to 
Europe  there  is  included  all  machinery 
shipped  to  Malta,  the  Ionian  Islands,  the 
Isle  of  Man,  and  the  Channel  Islands  of 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  and  Aldemey,  which 
although  very  small  in  amount,  I  strike  out 
as  being  British  possessions,  as  I  wish  to  be 
quite  correct,  and  the  actual  return  as  re- 
gards Europe  will  then  stand  thus  :— 

Machinery  exported  to  Europe  in 

18ai  .  .  .  ^19,255 

"  «  in  1840  ,    253,177 

In  1831  the  value  of  machinery 
exported  to  North  and  South 
America,  exclusive  of  British 
possessions,  was         .         .         .       7,690 

In  1840  it  had  increased  to      .      .     54,000 

I  will  now  return  to  the  object  of  my 
motion,  viz.,  the  very  natural  desire  of  the 
machine-makers  of  England  to  be  permitted 
to  export  those  articles  which  are  at  present 
prohibited,  and  here  let  me  say  that  I  wish 
to  be  understood,  in  moving  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Select  Committee,  as  being 
myself  anxious  for  inquiry,  and  not,  as  at 
the  present  moment,  entertaining  a  decided 
conviction  of  the  propriety,  in  a  national 
point  of  view,  of  removing  all  restrictions 
whatever  from  the  supply  of  English  ma- 
chinery to  foreign  nations.  I  will  frankly 
confess  that  I  have,  heretofore,  participated 
very  much  in  the  feelings  of  English  manu- 
facturers, that  it  was  undesirable  to  hasten, 
or  actively  promote,  the  successful  manu- 
facturing rivalry  of  foreign  competitors,  by 
supplying  the  continent  with  English  ma- 
chinery of  the  best  description,  without 
any  restriction  whatever,  because  I  have 
felt  with  them  that  they  are  placed  in  a  dis- 
advantageous position  as  regards  the  cheaper 
labour  of  the  amtinent  under  those  impo- 
litic laws  which  regulate  the  importation 
of  food,  and  which  has  induced  the  belief 
that  it  may  be  dangerous  and  inexpedient 
to  place  within  the  reach  of  foreign  compe- 
titors those  mechanical  contrivances  of 
which  the  English  manufacturer  has  pos- 
session. Should  any  one  ask  why  I  am 
anxious  to  promote  an  inquiry  at  the  pre- 
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sent  moment,  I  answer  in  perfect  Rnceriir. 
that  1  think  the  machine- makers.  wb:>  hare 
approached  the  House  through  s.o  'jr^n  :«r!*.:T 
a  medium  a^  mysrlf*,  arc  on  evtrj-  pr: .j:: -c 
of  policy  and  justice  entitled  l'"»  I*  heir:., 
when  complaining  of  the  recrnct:o:.>  &: 
present  imiHtM-d  n|Nm  them ;  thcv  are  men 
eminently  di>tingni»hed  for  their  t.tlen's. 
and  the  opinionii  of  men  of  talent  and  in- 
tegrity should  ahvavH  command  nur  atten- 
tion and  rci»(>ect.  There  is  no  \f  ember  of 
this  HuuKc  to  whose  ccm^titucni!!  thi»  t{mi' 
tion  iii  of  so  mui'h  im^ior lance  as  to  tho«c 
whom  I  have  the  honour  to  represent  ;  for 
on  the  one  siile  I  believe  I  number  a  larger 
body  of  machine- makers  amongst  my  con- 
stituents than  are  to  be  found  in  anv  other 

m 

borough  in  the  kinudom  ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  on  the  other,  that  Manchister,  as 
the  great  centre  of  the  cotton  trade,  ii  most 
deiply  interested  in  sound  prai  tieul  legisla- 
tion n}UMi  any  quest  ion  whieh  atl'ert*!  tluiM.* 
who  arc  the  great  ownerii  of  machinery, 
and  iu  no  other  place  i.<i  m»  much  pnifterty 
i.iVi.>>iid  in  niiuhinery.  1  am  anxious  to 
n|iproach  the  cunsider.ition  of  thi<i  liubJLet 
without  bits,  li  is  now  fifteen  years  bince 
thr  ni.ii  tiine   niakerx  of  this  countrv  have 

■ 

liad  anv  oppovtuniiy  of  parliamentary  in- 
tjuiiv  alioiiidl  tlu-ni  ;  and  tifteen  years  of 
loiuuieii  i.il  antl  niauufailuiing  exintencu  in 
iliik  iiMiuuy  pitM'Uli  pi-rliapi,  an  many 
•ispi  t  (b  ol  I  liuitgi:  a»  whole  rrnturicB  in 
ii/iiiji.i  tinu>;  ill  ihiit  iulirrval  fioh<:  but 
liiou.  ^i.'i  un.  (i«iivi.(&aiit  with  the  fact  can 
Ly  iitJtiiijUny  \n.  &w«jrc  of  tl  •-  vuM  ir:  i-nrrt. 
lULiAt  Vii.uu  i.LVc  tblerj  ].nt.':t  :u  \i^^  :i:b- 
cliiijerv  LI,:  !«l.:^  ui   \\.ii   t'.'.T,trv.   !i:»r  frf 

luic  4a.»ui..  M  ■..  luc  ei/t'-jTiht.  I'  J  wuMtrc: 
ai-  v.hiuii'.*'  .'..f.-.t  I  '.'.  htv  : iai,  MTift 
liiv  «."i».^'  i'  (In  I  v.iu'i:  .:■.*.:»:  '•  fj'  L;ni;N{: 
i"U;r  \  i4i.  \M»  Ji  '.III  i.'.iiii:i'.Mi  tiui'  tH-fi 
coUHV  iar'.<  (  i.uc  :ui  i.«.'.inivr.:\  t  ]i-niriiiit 
iair    Ltiii     hliLCexi'i.  t     {teM!OilK.'(.       J    (e'n:» 

uiuiiUi      Ant    I     nit.-i'iiiii'ii'>i     ♦••1     n     i.>t:r 

V'lllk'l     «•  i;     tl  \«  lO  :    IM      iifUJ.L'l      UU'.'t    UIMM     li: 

Hilt  ii*  liii  uii'/<:  I  ;.■.'. ml*. ilniii"'  n  ".le  in.^iii  « 
lit  ;iii  iiitio:'*  iiiii.  v'liii^  vi  n.i*-f  i*i;i>i 
iniikiii|  Mii'i  iMirfi*. iv  iMirM'tve-  vt  niii« 
rividiii'i  tii.i  nil'  iiiviMi'.ioU'  am  inmntv' 
muiit-  li.i\i  It.  i-i  iikfi*  i.M  K.  livli  ir  lur 
ttinlllUMIM       1iv.li.         rk      ig.liii.     :iH     .1  y,\. 

iiitroi  I)  l:ii  i.ia.Miiii-«in.ik..-i  rental  it 
U%\  ir^liiir.'')ii  u.oi  tin  i-M'<*ri.ii:i':  o 
oiA.inu.v^  lii*^  tvuilC'.u.  .i::i  v.  id  ;j^i<.M 
li-i.  a  I  4vni«jr  (itni..  l.^.l  .l  I;:*.  ■!:>  :* 
:'iMii.:i  til.  liiv^  lui.i;'  MUi.  •*'  t:ii  r.-giii^ 
u><ii  Milt  a>  I  ii.li I  ilcNrrilntj  t.n  jv 
piwiiviliii  ii  vrn*  AntmiAUiu^  inimuoi.    1 . .. 2.i.t 


!  ctiinc -maker  xc  Lnpiani;  dkonvas 

merbanica'.  cmnhinaiisr  orxn 

cXimt  mir  ipwcuiasi  hnnic&m 

ir.g  pasinnr.  for  i:  miss:  bt  reeoDgaai, 

ut  ba»  n."  :uh  l  ^^:h:  u  iennir  a 

r.*r  :  i>  :T:r;i!riiinT   i:niTr  ttic  mmiiiai 

:ii*  e»i:r.:r^   and  :r  iu£even:afh» 

a:t&:l-.:£  ::  l  nacLiiic  which  k 

exr«rr.j.:i -t  frn:i.  tr.L-   coimtTT. 

•Lc  c.r*ir;.ipT»M*-     NaimvllT 

dcriTc  :be  f-L  hz^axizuset  nf  hif 

niiiiy.  r.=  if  n'ri  •■  wor.  either  tr 

m^nuFj.r'.irr  zr.  uif  rimimeni.  whicL 

'  alvars  exp:s£  !.:ix:  u  rren:  iniurr  if  ke  » 

I  not   con:i£.ui!Zr   zhsn    untm   the   not  in 

I  supcrinter.  i  i:  c-i'.r.-e;  bimsdf  or  tiiimigii  a 

partner,  or  Lt  inus:  ibmvr  hinHelf  intr  dv 

h an di  of  foftirnerii.  anii  thiw  derivr  onir 

a  port  I. .n  cf  iba:  n'luni  which  ke  wmM 

do  if  hi>  inrc^tiaE  remninec  enthely  ir.  hm 

own  bar. is      He  hos-  xr  Buiiii!y  the  fc 

'  agent  or  p-::r:riaii£?  nf  hif  patm: 

;  the  knowle.'^e  rcCLiiaiie   fnr  tiic 

tion  of  t:.e  ii;ithL:n£ — iii  fi 
>  with  drawi^j^s  anc  in  ui.  pmbability 
jci-ompiiTiT  Li*  RiK^ciiicatiniif  with  a 
machine,  wLirli  btiinp  made-  ir.  ttm 
try,  can  cTi'iy  be  vz.i  tr<  tiir  cfmtiiwm 
surreptitiouf  iraTinf^r.  Tfiua. 
calling  ir.:o  aciivjTT  ^\^t  work^ 
with  fiur  ninef  c-f  auil  and  tin.  and  the 
liil>inr  and  ir.cufn^^  n:  l  iurgi  hndy  of  oar 
iiiduKfiouf  Lzirl^K!:  artixana.  hi  v  eoMMl- 
led  ur.dtT  cur  jmcflRnT  fiyiitsin  tr<  aall  ■& 
'  \ho^  udviLZithei-i-  iiitr  oncratim:  m  tke 
.  c»f  il'£-  forciriK .-.  Tiiii'  ih 
.'iifwiht  of  Mil  itm-  ixf  emniovwoR  m. 
h:mif    «i.i'.:i.  ]  huv{  uir!  R;atec.    Mi 

■ 

liiLTt  e:i:il!i:i:  tu.  uitv  man  hi 
or  ]ir;i{i:uhi(  ^eHui:  ii  hiniich' fmii 
w.-.i  Hi*.  (i:ii»s'.mirn.  n:  hL«>  patent,  and  aA- 
iiic  i'.i:  "iri*:  t!  "-h(r  nartte^  abmad.  fcv, 
in  Kf  iiMiiir  tit  Tt'ccwtH.  II  al!  pmiiaiiilvr, 
1.  ntc-t  lit"  iriMitugf  ii:  th(  idirtaiay  lie 
voiiit  fi!;r<"(.  r  hi  r:a^  ncmiittr^.  Ir  kair 
-.lo  v'hiii*.  miiitr  11!  nivi  piiilanK  mtA 
•  otno   11-   liunit.  hiiTf    KtAtPii.   cha:  l^r 

.lif  cMS'.iiir  r.'iTiiiaiinn-  ai  tm  iiiinaiaiiy% 
nia'-iinur*  in*  :ni  ^nnminjL"  o!  mrtcic.  Hat. 
«ll!.  an  I  V  rn.  l  alimvci  l<-  hi  PKIwvtML 
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are  only  two  ways  by  which  the  finished 
machinery,  employed  in  these  latter  opera- 
tions of  spinning,  can  be  supplied.  If 
from  England,  it  is  a  smuggling  trade  ; 
if  it  is  supplied  by  foreigners,  then  there 
is  the  loss  of  that  which  would  be  ex- 
tremely valuable  in  putting  into  operation 
British  skill,  capital,  and  industry.  In  re- 
gard to  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  will  quote 
the  words  of  the  machine-makers  themselves 
who  state  the  position  in  which  they  are 
placed  by  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  the 
exportation  of  the  articles  of  their  manu- 
facture. In  a  pamphlet  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand  Just  published  by  the  committee  of  ma- 
chine-makers, and  addressed  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  they  say  that 

"The  obvious  evil  arising  from  the  present 
law  has  been,  to  encourage  the  exportation  of 
machinery  by  all  the  illegal  and  deceptive 
measures  wiiich  the  chicanery  and  cupidity  of 
man  can  devise.  It  is  a  monstrous  fact  that 
all  our  machinery  is  diffused  over  other  coun- 
tries almost  as  readily  as  over  our  own,  and 
that  every  improvement  is  transferred  as  soon 
as  it  is  discovered,  either  by  the  aid  of  the 
smuggler  or  the  draftsman.  Bulky  machinery 
is  regularly  smuggled  out  at  a  premium  of  40 
to  50  per  cent.,  and  small  machinery  at  a  pre. 
mium  of  10  to  25  per  cent.  The  average  pre- 
mium for  smuggling  out  the  whole  of  the  ma- 
chinery for  a  cotton  mill  is  25  per  cent." 

It  is  a  fact  well  known  at  the  Board  of 
Trade  that  articles  are  constantly  shipped 
under  a  false  description.  There  is  one  in- 
stance which  has  lately  come  to  my  know- 
ledge, which  I  am  betraying  no  confidence 
in  mentioning,  of  an  individual  having  ac- 
tually exported  a  quantity  of  what  are 
termed  **  Spiral  Cutters,'*  a  part  I  be- 
lieve of  the  machinery  which,  since  the 
application  of  power  to  the  manufacture  of 
woollen  cloths,  is  used  to  shear  or  reduce 
the  surface  or  nap  to  the  smooth  appear- 
ance which  those  conversant  with  fine 
woollen  cloths  know  how  to  appreciate.  It 
is,  in  fact,  a  sort  of  endless  screw,  but  act- 
ing as  a  knife,  and  called  a  "  Spiral  Cutter.*' 
An  individual,  I  wish  to  state,  actually  ex- 
ported five  hundred  of  these  articles,  and 
boasted  without  any  disguise  of  his  having 
so  done  under  the  denomination  of  "Chaff 
Cutters."  Another  individual  applied  not 
long  since  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  a  li- 
cence to  permit  the  exportation  of  certain 
machinery  :  he  was  told  it  could  not  be 
granted,  that  it  was  a  machine  coming 
strictly  within  the  line  of  prohibition,  and 
that  no  licence  could  consequently  be  is- 
sued. What  said  this  individual  in  reply  ? 
His  answer  was,  that  it  was  a  matter  of 


perfect  indiflference  to  hire  whether  the  li- 
cence was  granted  or  not,  although  he  might 
in  consideration  for  his  own  character  and 
feelings,  desire  not  to  have  the  imputation 
cast  upon  him  of  sending  out  the  machine 
surreptitiously.  The  order  had  been  given 
him  for  this  machine ;  it  had  been  faith- 
fully executed  by  him ;  and  he  should  sub- 
ject the  party  for  whom  it  was  made  to 
great  inconvenience  if  it  was  not  immedi- 
ately shipped.  It  was  wanted  immediately, 
and  go  it  must  to  the  continent;  and  whe- 
ther the  licence  was  granted  or  withheld, 
it  would  certainly  be  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  from  the 
moment  that  he  was  then  in  conversation 
with  the  gentleman  connected  with  the 
licence-department  at  the  Board  of  Trade. 
Tlie  machine-makers  state,  that  there  has 
l>een  a  great  improvement  in  that  branch 
of  the  trade  which  comprises  the  manufac- 
ture of  tools;  and  perhaps  there  is  no- 
thing in  mechanical  invention  more  in- 
teresting to  look  at  and  examine  than  the 
operations  of  what  are  apparently  ma* 
chines,  but  which  are  bond  Jlde  tools. 
There  have  been  combined  in  the  space 
of  one  single  machine  the  operations  of  a 
vast  number  of  tools,  and  these  are  ex- 
ported under  the  general  term  of  '*  tools," 
without  any  reduction  whatever.  The  fo- 
reigner is  thus  enabled  to  compete  with  the 
English  machine-maker  in  a  manner  lit- 
tle contemplated  by  either  party  a  very 
few  years  since.  A  vast  amount  of  manual 
labour  it  is  evident  is  thus  saved,  for  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  whenever  we 
meet  with  manual  labour  in  a  high  degree 
of  perfection,  a  long  previous  apprentice- 
ship must  have  been  gone  through  by  the 
artizan.  All  this  is,  however,  passed  over. 
All  this  time  is  gained  in  the  training 
of  mechanics  by  the  introduction  of  these 
inventions.  The  quantity  of  tools,  I  un- 
derstand from  the  authority  of  a  most 
respectable  machine-maker,  exported  the 
last  few  years,  has  been  equal  in  each  year 
to  nearly  the  same  quantity  as  would  be 
required  for  regular  use  in  eight  or  ten  of 
the  largest  machine-making  establishments 
to  be  met  with  in  any  part  of  this  coun- 
try. It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  our 
foreign  competitors  are  now  in  possession 
of  means  far  more  extensive  than  has  ever 
been  the  case  before  for  the  manufacture  of 
.similar  machines  to  those  produced  by  the 
machine-makers  of  this  country;  and,  it 
is  a  striking  fact,  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment the  English  machine-makers  de- 
clare their  inability  any  longer,  with  ad- 
Z2 
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TtDtage,  to  expert  canr  parts  cf  machines,  i  laid  before  me,  and  which  I  n^rei  tliat  I 

because  such    :«    tbe   xmprorement  which  '  should  so  imperfectly  have,  mjaelf,  endea- 

has    taken    place    in    their     ccn  struct  ion  Toured  to  bring  under  the  mnadffanon  of 

abrcad,   and   r^ch    i*   the  exj-^r.fe  of  the  the  House,  facts,  which  exhibit,  I  admit, 

arrangem-er.t^   r.cce<saril}r    ccr. necked   with  with  ccn»deRible  force,  the  IneonsisteaGiea 

the  smuzgliszcfarticie^,  that  the  machine-  wi:h  which  the  machine-maken  are  fiir* 

makers  upon  the  cuniirent  are  now  able  to  roijnded.     I  have  alnradj  stated,  that  bere- 

make  machineiy  for  the  ootcon  or  other  tofore  my  opinions  had  been  OQ  the  side  of 

man ufact ares  of  their  own  cofin tries,  and  the   manufacturers  of    this  countrr,    not 

supplj   them   en   cheaper  tertE'i  than  br  ha:^tilT  to  throw  awar  the  adTantages  thej 

purchasing  them  frum  Ergiand  through  the  posessed.     Ther  have,  np  to  this  Ume,  I 

present  round-aboi^c  mo<!e.     Whether  this  believe,  rather  retained  an  opioioo  in  fa- 

fitate  of  things   is  likelv  to  umiergo  any  vour  of  restricting  the  exportation  of  ma- 

dange  or  not,  I  will  not  take  upijn  my-  chinery.  if  that  restriction  could  be  AoaJ 

self  to  predict.     As  reeards  steam-ensine*.  fi'fe  maintained;    but   I  think  the  state- 

however,  I  read  a  few  day*  agr",  in  one  c-f  ments    of  the    machine-makers   are   well 

the  French  journals,  that,  at  a  recent  sit-  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  manuiae- 

ting    of    the   Chamber   of    Deputies,    an  turers  as  well  as  of  this  House.     I  will  not 

application  was  made  to  the  Chamber  to  take  upon  myself  to  say  what  change  af 

abolish  the  30  per  cent,  tax  upon  British  opinion  may  have  taken  place  in  the  minds 

machinery,  allowing  a  drawback  uf  32  per  \  of  the  manufacturers  since  the  last  Parlia- 

cent.  upon  that  manufactured  in  France,  mentary  inquiry,  but   before  1  sit   down. 

The  motion   was  opposed  by  M.  Powell<,  ■  perhaps  the  House  will  allow  me  to  mj, 

himself  a  manufacturer  of  steam-engine*,  that  should  it  grant  this  Committee  of  In* 

who  wanted  a  lar^re  drawback,  I  think  of  quir>',  it  will  undoubtedly  become  part  of 

30  per  cent.,  but  his  proposition  was  re-  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  consider  well 

jected.     Now,   when  I  6rst  read  the  pan-  the  objections  ur^ed  by  the  manufacturen 

graph,  the  term  machinery  led  me  to  think  before  the  committees  of  1824  and  1823, 

that  the  French  Chamber  had  been  seized  and  to  inve^tigatc  and  fully  inquire  into 

with   a   sudden  fit   of  free   trade  princi-  the  claims  of  the  two  parties.     The  manu- 

ples ;    but  such  is  not  the  case — the  mat-  i  facturers  formerly  opposed  the  exportation 

ter  under  discussion,  as  I  understand  it,  of  tools  on  the  ground,  that   they  appie- 

refcrrcd  only  to  the  duty  payable  upon  the  bended     a    foreign    demand     for     thieai, 

importation  of  steam-engines  into  France,  '  would     greatly     enhance     the    price    at 

which  duty  is  50  per  cent.,  whilst  the  gc-  i  home.     We  have  lived,  howerer,  I  think 

neral  duty  upon  machinery  imported  into  to    see,  that  this  exportation  has  profed 


France,  is,  1  believe,  15  per  cent.,  and  the 
same  duty  of  15  per  cent.,  is  paid  on  the 
importation  of  macliinery  into  Frame, 
across  the  Belgian  frontier.  The  liousv.' 
must  remember,  that  since  the  commit tc-o 
sat  in  182.'>,  the  }Nisition  of  this  count ry 
is  greatly  altered.  Large  machine  mnni:- 
facturing  establishments  have  sprung  up 
in  France,  in  liclgium,  in  Switzcrlaml, 
Saxony,  Prussia,  and  Russia  ;  and.  if  wc 
go  across  the  Atlantic,  the  Tnitcd  Stat  is 
exhibit  a  striking  example  of  mechaninil 
rivalry,  and  inventive  gi*nius.  PVoin  that 
country  have  lieen  derived  s4Knc  of  the 
most  important  improvements  in  the  ma- 
chinery adapted  for  cotton  spinning,  pa- 
tents for  which  have  been  taken  out  in 
England,  and  likewise  upcm  the  continent, 
and  have  then  brought  into  active  o|)eni- 
tion,  nnd  ut  the  same  time  into  active  com- 
IM-tition,  many  thousands  of  spindles,  uguinst 
t hi >Mr  employed  in  the  same  manufacture  in 
thiH  rnuntry.  These  arc  somofif  the  lead- 
ing farts  which  the  machine.makers  have 


altogether  fallacious,  nnd  keeping  this 
fact  in  view,  it  mar  not  be  an  unfair 
assumption,  at  all  events,  it  is  matter  for 
consideration,  whether  the  ultimate  result 
of  the  ex]y)rtation  of  machinery  may  not 
correspond  with  the  result  I  have  named  in 
connexion  with  tools.  1  will  here  state 
some  of  the  arguments  which  were  put 
forward  by  the  munufacturers  in  1824.  It 
was  stated,  on  their  liehalf,  befurc  the  com- 
mittee, as  the  ginerul  opinion  of  commer- 
rial  b«Mlies,  that  a  re|)eai  of  the  laws,  pro- 
hibiting the  exiMirtati(m  of  machinery, 
would  l)c  injurious  to  their  interest,  espe- 
cially as  regnrdcd  the  cotton  trade.  They 
ex]>ecti'd  that  a  grc«it  demand  for  cotton 
mnihinerv  would  immediatL-lv  arise  for  ex- 
jMirttttion,  and  that  the  cost  of  similar  ma- 
chinery would  be  thereby  enhanced  to 
their  detriment.  I  must,  in  candour,  how- 
ever, draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  |>eriod  when  the  objection  was  made: 
it  was  in  the  year  1 824  and  1 825  ;  and,  as 
every   hon.  >I ember  will  remember,  that 
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was  a  period  when  the  currency  was  in  a 
very  extraordinary  and  inflated  state — 
when  every  article  of  manufacture  had 
risen  greatly  in  price— when,  as  stated  hy 
the  manufacturers,  and  repeated  in  Parlia- 
ment hy  Mr.  Huskisson,  a  fact  of  which 
there  is  no  doubt,  ihat  new  mills  were 
built  standing  in  want  of  machinery  to  fill 
them^  the  demand  being  equal  to  the  aver- 
age supply  of  eighteen  months.  What  I 
would  say,  therefore,  with  reference  to  the 
objection  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers 
is  this.  On  looking  at  a  question  of  this 
kind,  do  not  limit  your  opinions  to  the  re- 
sult of  a  particular  year,  when  such  extra- 
ordinary circumstances  may,  as  in  the  in- 
stance named,  attach  themselves  to  it,  but 
look  rather  and  examine  whether  the  ac- 
curacy of  your  opinion  will  not  be  more 
fairly  tested  by  the  result  of  an  average  of 
years.  I  know  that  the  manufacturers  have 
laid  considerable  stress  upon  this  argument, 
namely,  that  in  former  times,  Scotland, 
when  cotton-spinning  was  6rst  established 
there,  had  derived  the  whole  of  her  machi- 
nery from  the  Manchester  and  Lancashire 
workshops,  but  that  very  soon  the  Scotch 
became  such  good  and  expert  machine- 
makers  that  they  supplieid  themselves. 
From  this  fact,  therefore,  they  drew  the 
inference,  that  as  Scotland,  after  possessing 
herself  of  models,  had  been  able  to  supply 
her  own  rapidly  increasing  wants  without 
again  resorting  to  the  Lancashire  districts, 
the  same  results  would  follow  on  the  con- 
tinent if  the  restrictions  on  the  exportation 
of  machinery  were  removed.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  their  fears  are  by  any 
means  groundless.  But  I  think  this  com- 
mittee, for  which  I  now  move,  will  enable 
all  parties  to  state  their  views  more  fully 
and  more  correctly  probably  than  was  the 
case  in  1824  and  1825 ;  for  both  parties 
have  gained  great  experience  since  that 
time,  and  the  relative  condition  and  posi- 
tion of  the  continent  and  this  country  has 
undergone  so  great  a  change  in  that  inter- 
val, that  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  matter  no  less 
desirable  for  the  manufacturer  that  the  in* 
quiry  should  be  gone  into,  than  it  is  for 
those  who  have  petitioned  the  House  in 
such  strong  terms,  pointing  out  the  incon- 
sistencies resulting  from  the  existing  state 
of  the  law.  This  important  investigation 
will  take  place,  if  the  House  will  permit  a 
committee  of  Inquiry  to  be  appointed  upon 
this  subject ;  and  I  will  now  conclude  by 
moving,  in  the  words  of  the  notice  which  I 
have  given,  for  permission  to  appoint  a  se- 
lect committee  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 


into  the  existing  laws  which  affect  the  ex* 
portation  of  machinery. 

Mr.  Emerson  Tennent  said,  that  although 
he  was  by  no  means  decided  as  to  many  o£ 
the  points  which  had  been  made  by  bis 
hon.  Friend  who  had  just  sat  down,  yet  he 
thought  that  the  inquiry  which  he  sought 
was  one  of  the  highest  importance ;  and  he 
had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  his  motion. 
He  would  do  so,  because  he  believed  it  to  be 
precisely  one  of  those  questions  of  difficulty^ 
in  which  the  assistance  of  a  committee  was 
essentially  required,  in  order  to  discover  the 
safe  course  to  be  pusued.  The  subject  of 
inquiry  was  one  beset  ivith  doubt  and  diffi- 
culty, one  point  only  being  absolutely  cer- 
tain, namely,  that  the  administration  of 
the  existing  law  had  utterly  failed  in 
realising  its  own  object.  The  machinery 
which  we  wished  to  retain  had  neither 
been  kept  in  the  country,  nor  had  our 
rivals  on  the  continent  been  excluded,  as 
we  had  hoped,  from  attaining  the  power 
and  skill  for  producing  it  for  themselves. 
The  law,  in  fact,  had  become  utterly  in- 
operative, and  the  Legislature  must  speed- 
ily decide  whether  they  would  abandon 
the  principle  of  prohibition  altogether,  or  so 
amend  and  kilter  the  law  as  to  enable  them  to 
do  that  which  they  were  now  unable  to  do 
— to  enforce  it.  The  result  of  this  inquiry 
must  lead  to  one  or  other  of  these  con- 
sequenceSf  for  it  was  quite  clear  the  matter 
could  not  longer  remain  as  it  was;  the 
prohibition  under  its  present  regulation, 
being  a  mere  legislative  delusion,  so  far  as 
regarded  any  effectual  protection  to  our 
own  manufacturers,  and  a  powerful  incen- 
tive to  machine-making  on  the  continent, 
without  being  any  advantage  to  our  own 
machine-makers  at  home.  He  could  not 
look  back  to  the  legislation  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  1824  and  1825,  without  believing 
it  to  have  been  either  imperfect  or  mis- 
taken. Indeed  Mr.  Huskisson  himself 
seemed  te  feel  its  imperfection,  and  ad- 
mitted the  necessity  of  doing  something 
more  to  simplify  and  strengthen  the  law 
upon  the  subject ;  but,  in  1826,  he  justified 
himself  to  the  House  for  declining  to  take 
any  further  steps  then,  on  the  ground  of 
the  alarm  which  might  be  created  in  the 
then  depressed  state  of  every  branch  of 
trade  and  manufacture  were  the  question 
to  be  again  mooted.  That  temporary  im- 
pediment had  long  sine  passed  away,  but, 
notwithstanding,  no  steps  had  ever  fdnce 
been  taken  to  remedy  the  inconvenience 
admitted  by  Mr.  Huskisson.  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson himself  predicted,  in  1824,  that  the 
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alteration  of  the  law  which  legalised  the 
emigration  of  skilled  artisans  would  one 
day  or  other  lead  to  the  further  concession 
of  the  export  of  macliinery,  which  it  would 
then  hecome  more  diflicult  than  ever  to 
prevent.  But  with  all  admiration  and  re- 
spect for  the  genius  and  acquirements  of 
that  statesman  in  every  thing  pertaining  to 
the  finance  and  commerce  of  this  country^ 
he  must  say,  that  the  necessity  for  further 
legislation^  which  had  at  length  arrived, 
when  this  suhjcct  had  heen  mainly  caused 
by  the  crude  and  clumsy  arrangements 
which  were  made  by  Mr.  Huskisson  him- 
self, for  the  administration  of  the  law  in 
1826.  A  discretionary  power  was  vested 
in  the  Board  of  Trade  to  permit  the  free 
export  of  certain  machinery,  whilst  others 
were  to  remain  under  pruhibition,  and  for 
the  guidance  of  that  discretion  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson,  who  was  then  at  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  stated  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  be  had  laid  down  the  fol- 
lowing principle,  the  wisdom  of  which  it 
was  diflicult  to  discern  :  — 

"  That  \ihen  machinery  was  of  great  bulk, 
and  contained  a  gnat  quantity  of  raw  mate- 
rial, then  no  objection  should  be  made  to  ex- 
portation, as  ho  considered  that  no  injury 
could  be  done  to  the  country  by  it.  But  where 
the  machinery  was  of  modern  improvement, 
and  depended  mainly  upon  the  ingenuity  and 
excellence  of  llie  mechanism,  and  wlierc  the 
raw  niatcriul  used  was  trillmg,  he  felt  that  he 
owed  it  to  the  matmfaclurcr  lo  restrain  as  far 
as  he  could,  the  exportation  of  such  machi- 
nery." 

Thus  the  Board  of  Trade,  with,  of  course, 
but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  con- 
structicm  of  machinery,  were  to  dispense 
with  all  considerations  of  rarity,  ingenuity, 
and  i)erf()rmancc,  and  to  l{K)k  mainly  to 
weight  of  metal;  and  he  had  understocKl, 
that  the  standard  practically  taken  was  to 
allow  such  machinery  to  pa.ss  as  was  driven 
by  a  screw  of  one  incli-und-a-half  in  diame- 
ter, 'i  he  most  ingenious  pieces  of  mecha- 
nism thus  found  their  way  through  the 
Custom-house,  if  they  were  cmly  heavy 
enough  ;  and  amongst  other  formidable 
errors  which  were  committed  in  arcordanee 
with  this  theory,  was  the  unlimited  e.\j)ort 
of  tools.  Mon.  Members  were  not  probably 
aware  of  the  va>t  importance  which  at- 
tached to  this  latter  permission  ;  and  when 
they  hear  that  machinery  U  prohibited,  but 
that  *' tools"  may  be  exported  freely, 
they  naturailv  conclude,  that  it  is  onlv  files 
and  haniniers,  and  sueh  implements,  that 
are  meant  by  that  phrase.     But  the  iui- 
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portanco  of  the  concession  would  bo  per- 
ceived  when  it  came  to  be  known  that, 
under  the  name  of  '*  tools,"  the  most  com- 
plex  and  wonderful  machines  were  per* 
mitted  to  be  exported,  because  they  were 
to  be  used  for  the  production  of  other  ma- 
chinery, and  not  of  any  articles  of  com- 
merce.    These  tools  are  in  fact  machines 
— not  only  so,  but  they  arc  the  most  valua. 
blc  of  all  machinery,  because  they  not  only 
produce  it,  but  confer  upon  it  its  precision, 
its  finish,  and  its  excellence.  Some  of  these 
tools  are  of  enormous  size;  planing  ma- 
chines of  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  length , 
drills    of    corresponding  dimensions,   and 
lathes  that  grasp  a  beam  of  iron>  that  it 
would  have  taken  weeks  to  polish  by  hand 
labour,  and  turn  it  out  in  a  few  houn  ai 
smooth  and  as  delicately  fmished  as  an  ivory 
toy.      Operations,   in  short,  which   were 
once  achieved,  after  long  labour  witli  the 
file  and  the  hammer,  in  the  hand  of  the 
workman,  and  liable  to  all  his  inaccuracies 
and  defects^  are  now  performed  by  tools 
that  act  like  automatons,  a^mbining,  with 
gigantic  power,  a  precision  that  is  faultlesst 
and  an   ingenuity  that  approaches  to  in- 
stinct.    Can  anything  be  more  inconsistent 
in   legislation  than  to    permit  the  unre- 
stricted  export  of    tools    such    as  these, 
which  are  in  fact  pregnant  with  muchinezy 
itself^  and  in  the  same  breath   to  say  to 
continental  macliine-makers,  *' These  you 
may  have,  but   wc  cannot  ]>ermit  you  to 
import  our  machines."  Is  it  any  thing  more 
or  less  than  saying,  you  shall  have  the  tree 
with  pleasure,  but  we  cannot  think  of  send- 
ing you  the  fruit  }     Now,  to  give  an  ex- 
ample of  the  operation  of  this  permission^ 
be  would  just    mention    the   case  of  one 
machine,  which   for   the  purposes  of  cx- 
IKirtatiou  might  be  classed  under  the  head 
of  a  "  tool."     One  (»f  the  most  important 
articles  in  the  preparation  of  cotton  yanip 
and  indeed  yarns  of  all  kinds,  was  the  card 
by  which  the  fibres  were  spread  and  ar- 
ranged preparatory  to  twisting,  and  which 
was  a  kind  of  brush  formed  of  bent  wires, 
stuck   through   leather.     The   making  of 
tlie^e  cards  was  formerly  a  matter  of  in- 
tinite  labour  and  minuteness,  each  niece  uf 
wire  l)eing  bent  by  the  lingers,  and  placed 
one  by  (me  in  boles  previously  pierced,  which 
was  likewise  done  by  hand,  in  the  leather ; 
a    very  small  4uantity,  in  fact,  could  be 
made  in  a  day.     Now,  the  entire  of  this 
itperation    is   (HTformed   by  a   single  tool, 
called  Dyer's  canl- making  machine,  so  in- 
dependent, that  one  Ixiy  can  attend  two  or 
three  of  thcui«  and  (if  he  might  use  the 
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phrase)  so  Intelligent^  that  it  requires  only 
to  be  supplied  with  a  strip  of  leather,  and 
a  coil  of  wire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  it  pro* 
duces  of  itself  the  given  quantity  required 
of  the  finished  material  for  clothing  the 
carding  frame.     It  lays  hold  of  the  wire, 
cuts  it  in  pieces  of  equal  length,  bends  each 
piece   twice  at  a  right  angle,  pierces  the 
holes  in  the  leather  to  admit  its  two  points, 
thrusts  it  through  and  bends  it  on  the  other 
side,  repeating  each  one  of  these  five  or  six 
operations  three  hundred  times  in  a  minute, 
till  it  completes  a  little  web  of  this  complex 
and  intricate  texture,  almost  entirely  with- 
out any  human  assistance.     Now,  he  had 
been  informed,  that  in  legal  construction 
this  wonderful  machine  is  a  ^*  tool"  for 
making  cards ;  as  such,  could  be  exported, 
if  required ;  and  the  only  obstacle  which 
he  saw  to  it,  would  arise  on  the  question, 
whether  it  was  driven  by  a  screw  of  the 
requisite  diameter.     Such  is  the  anomalous 
condition  of  the  law  at  present :  it  prohibited 
the    export   only   of   light   machines,   all 
preparatory  machinery  was  permitted    to 
be  exported   liberally;  finishing  machines 
alone  were  restricted;    tools    might    go, 
artisans  might  go,  and  we  had  recently  per- 
mitted the  export  of  fuel.     Now,  look  to 
the  results   of  this  legislation.      There  is 
not  a  country  of  Europe,  that  is  not  rapidly 
advancing  in  the  manufacture  of  machinery 
for  itself.     Model  machines  are  smuggled 
constantly  out  of  England  to  each  and  to  all 
of  them.     They  have,  then,  our  artizans, 
our  tools,  our  iron,  if  necessary,  and  even  our 
coals ;  and  whilst  they  are  envious  of  our 
manufacturing  superiority,  they  are  making 
rapid  advances  in  constructing  machinery 
for  themselves  wherewith  to  rival  us   in 
our    productions.      France,     Switzerland, 
Belgium,  Prussia,   Saxony,    Austria,    and 
Russia,  have  each  their  factories  of  ma- 
chinery, and  have  each  made  vast  progress 
in  its  production.     The  smuggling  of  ma^ 
chinery  from  this  country  goes  on  as  a  re- 
gular trade.     In  a  committee,  of  which  he 
was  chairman,  last  year,  one  witness  stated, 
it  to  be  his  profession  to  smuggle  it,  and 
detailed  the  terms  on  which  it  was  done. 
At  Berlin,  last  year,  he  had  been  shown  spa- 
cious rooms  in  the  Gewerbe  Institute,  con- 
taining models  or  originals  of  every  complex 
machine  in  use  in  England  for  the  spinning 
of  silk,  wool,  ilax,  or  cotton,  and  was  assured 
that  they  had  all  the  newest  improvements 
immediately  on  their  appearance  in  Great 
Britain  ;  nay,  further,  that  they  had  some 
machinery  superior  to  any  in  England,  in- 
asmuch as  they  could  combine  two  or  more 


English  patents  in    one    construction,    a 
practice  which  the  law  rendered  impossible 
in  this  country.     He  (Mr.  E.  Tennent) 
had  found  in  all  their  workshops,  Englidi 
tools  and  English  mechanics  ^  and  already, 
so  far  were  they  advanced,  that  they  were 
beginning  to  dispense  with  the  services  of 
the  latter,  'and  to  make  the  former    for 
themselves,  and  the  machinery  produced  by 
their  own  tools,  and  their  native  artisans, 
though  inferior  in  finish  and  in  precision  to 
that  obtained    from    England,    was  still 
eagerly  sought  after  as  a  substitute  for  it, 
whilst   they  confidently  hoped  to  shortly 
equal  us  in  the  manufacture  itself.     Now, 
these  statements,  he  submitted,  all  tended 
to  raise  a  serious  question  as  to  the  pru- 
dence of  the  principle  of  prohibition,  as  it 
was  abundantly  clear,  that  the  refusal  of 
England  to    permit  the   exportation  had 
given   an   impulse  to    the   manufacturers 
abroad,  which,  but  for  it,  might  never  have 
been  communicated-*it   was  mainly  this 
prohibition  that  had  spurred  them  (m  to 
cope  with  us,  whilst  our  own  lax  adminis- 
tration of  the  law,  by  permitting  the  ex- 
port of  the  most  rare  and  costly  tools,  bad 
equipped  them  for  the  contest.     But  this 
was  only  one  side  of  the  question.     He 
had  already  stated  the  case    to  be  sur- 
rounded with  difficulties  and  doubts  requir- 
ing the  investigation  of  a  committee.    The 
inquiry  did  not  end  here — it  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  ascertain    what  had  been    the 
consequence  of  the  prohibition.      It   was 
necessary  likewise  to  inquire  what  might 
be  the  results  of  removing  it  now  upon  our 
manufactures   at  home,    and    upon    their 
competitors  abroad.     The  manifest  supe- 
riority which  our  manufacturers  still  pos* 
sess  in  the  use  of  our  own  machinery  is 
abundantly  attested  by  the  anxiety  of  their 
continental  rivals  to  obtain  it,  even  at  a 
premium  of  from  50  to  75  per  cent,  upon 
the  first  cost  in  this  country.     If  it  did  not 
produce  better   and    more   plentifully,   it 
could  never  warrant  such  an  outlay.  Again, 
not  only  is  their  own  home-made  machinery 
inferior  to  ours  in  every  respect,  but  the 
cost  is  considerably  higher.     For  example, 
a  mill  for  spinning  linen  yam  has  recently 
been  erected  at  Ghent,  the  buildings  of 
which  could   cover   15,000  spindles,    but 
10,000  only  have  been  erected,  at  a  cost  of 
80,000/.  ;  that  is,  about  8/.  per  spindle, 
the  cost  at  Ghent ;  and  better  machinery 
could  be  erected  in  Belfast  for  from  4/.  lOf. 
to  5/.  a  spindle,  and  in  England  for  even 
less.     An  alteration  of  the  law,  therefore, 
which  would  give  to  the  Belgian  spinner 
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previously  to  decide  upon  the  most  safe  and 
prudent  course  to  be  adopted.  He  would 
support  the  motion  of  his  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  Shell  had  great  pleasure^  on  behalf 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  acceding  to  the 
motion.  He  had  also  very  great  pleasure 
in  finding  that  the  subject  was  in  the  hands 
of  gentlemen  of  such  experience,  and  who 
80  thoroughly  understood  it. 

Mr.  Hume  defended  the  policy  of  Mr. 
Huskisson,  as  regarded  the  repeal  of  the 
combination  laws,  and  allowing  mechanics 
to  go  abroad.  Mr.  Huskissdn,  though 
anxious  to  see  the  laws  repealed  which  re- 
lated to  the  exportation  of  machinery,  had 
felt  himself  obliged  to  recommend  that  the 
laws  should  not  be  repealed,  in  consequence 
of  the  opposition  of  the  manufacturers  of 
machinery  in  this  country.  Had  those  laws 
been  repealed,  the  manufacturers  of  ma- 
chinery in  this  country  would  have  been  in 
possession  of  the  whole  continental  trade 
for  tools  as  well  as  machinery — the  most 
lucrative  trade,  perhaps,  in  the  world. 
Everything  that  had  since  occurred  on  the 
subject  had  proved  the  correctness  of  the 
views  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  who  was  deterred 
from  advising  repeal,  not  from  any  unwil- 
lingness, but  from  a  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  prejudice  of  the  manufacturers, 
with  which  he  had  to  deal.  He  had  al- 
ways been  convinced  thai  the  manufac- 
turers would  ultimately  see  their  interest, 
and  now  the  time  was  come.  If  the  re- 
strictions were  taken  off,  our  manufacturers 
would  supply  the  greater  part  of  the  world 
with  machinery.  He  hoped  that  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  M.  Philips),  who  would 
no  doubt  be  chairman  of  the  committee, 
would  endeavour  so  to  expedite  the  report 
as  that  a  bill  could  pass  the  House  this 
Session. 

Mr.  Brother  ton  entirely  concurred  in  the 
object  of  the  motion,  because,  although  his 
own  mind  was  made  up  as  to  the  necessity 
of  repealing  these  laws,  he  thought  that 
inquiry  was  necessary  to  remove  any  preju- 
dice existing  in  the  public  mind.  He 
thought  that  there  should  be  no  medium 
between  an  entire  prohibition  and  free  ex- 
portation. 

Mr.  ViUiers  thought  that  the  removal 
of  these  restrictions  had  now  become  mat- 
ter of  necessity,  and  that  it  would  be 
highly  advantageous  to  the  manufacturers. 
It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that  in  several 
foreign  countries  there  was  an  alarming 
rivalry  with  many  of  our  most  important 
manufactures.  The  inquiry,  therefore, 
should   not   be  confined    to  the   present 


state  of  the  question,  but  also  extend 
to  the  causes  which  produced  this  rivalry. 
He  hoped  that  the  House  would  be 
induced  to  admit  the  justice  of  the  pre- 
sent claim,  and  that  they  would  be  in- 
duced to  allow  that  what  so  deeply  affected 
the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  this 
country,  also  affected  the  very  foundation 
of  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  laws 
to  permit  the  importation  of  machhiery 
were,  at  the  present  time,  totally  inoper- 
ative. As  a  proof  of  this,  he  would  state, 
that  there  was  a  company  at  Cambray 
which  undertook  to  supply  any  machinery 
from  this  country,  to  be  delivered  on  the 
Coiitinent,  at  an  additional  charge  of  25 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Walker  wished  to  impress  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House  the  gross  incon- 
sistency of  the  present  state  of  the  law, 
for  while  it  admitted  the  exportation  of 
models  of  machinery  of  all  kinds,  and 
the  materials  for  machinery,  the  manu- 
factured article  was  prohibited:  was  it^ 
then,  not  an  absurdity  to  continue  the 
present  system }  He  rejoiced  that  the 
question  had  met  with  such  a  favourable 
reception  in  the  House,  and  he  trusted 
that  ere  long  they  should  attain  a  satis- 
factory result. 

Mr.  Hindley  should  not  have  the  slight- 
est hesitation  in  assenting  to  the  motion,  if 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  foreign  manu- 
facturers would,  as  was  stated,  be  induced 
to  take  all  our  old  machinery,  and  leave 
the  improved  machinery  to  the  home  mar- 
ket. He  did  not  believe  that  that  ever 
could  be  the  case.  They,  at  the  present 
time,  paid  25  per  cent,  more  for  their  ma- 
chinery than  the  manufacturers  of  this 
country.  Would  it,  then,  be  an  advantage 
to  our  producers  to  remove  the  restrictions, 
and  give  this  premium  to  foreign  manufac- 
turers? The  question,  in  point  of  fact, 
was,  whether  they  should  allow  the  export- 
ation of  machinery  to  an  amount  equiva- 
valent  to  the  sum  annually  expended  in 
the  employment  of  it,  and  in  the  profits 
derived  from  its  use.  For  instance,  sup- 
pose in  a  cotton-mill  the  machinery  cost 
60,000/.,  the  expenditure  in  the  shape  of 
wages,  together  with  the  profits,  might  be 
taken  at  about  the  same  sum.  He  lelired, 
that  if  at  present  they  allowed  the  free  and 
unrestricted  exportation  of  machinery,  they 
would  give  a  key  to  foreigners  of  seveml 
most  important  branches  of  manufactures 
which  were  not  carried  on  on  the  conti- 
nent. He  hoped  that  the  committee  would 
be  impartially  selected^  and  not  composed 
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nil.  ■1(MHr<'.  ui  It  iiiuiiiirncliinT  mill  hidf- 
tliMiil,  will  iiii>iim«  III  Mitti)  )i»  i>]iiniiin, 
wIiIkIi  III)  nliiiiilil  i|i>  aa  iihiirlly  UK  iWHiiiMc 
Up  wm  Tiir  tla-  i-iilin-  miiiivHl  iif  nil  rc- 
*lrnliil  im  Hid  ■■xjiiirliitiiiti  iif  inot'liiiicry. 
lir  tliti  iiiit,  liiiwrvi'r,Hll(ip.'llifr  ngrec  with 
lliii   hull.  Muvcr  mill  Si'cuiiiIlt  of  tli 


hy  niit  ti)trceiiis  to  the  meuure  on  thii  nib- 
jtvl  iiilriNliux-d  in  l'>34.  The  effect  had 
In'pii  til  <lc|)rivc  ua  of  mme  moit  impnrtant 
liniiichci  uf  trade,  and  abuvc  all,  uf  the 
nmiiufucture  of  itiuchinery  fur  the  world. 
In  cniucijuence  uf  the  natural  and  jictruliur 
udviintagKN  which  existed  in  this  cuuntrr, 
thi«  laitcr  will  a  tpccit:!  of  manufacture  of 
ivliicli  ni)  country  cuutd  deprive  u«.  If 
they  had  allowed  the  exporiaiion  uf  mo- 
rhiiicry  when  it  was  formerly  jiropoii-d,  at 
the  present  time  it  would  be  one  of  the 
mtntt  imprjrtant  artkles  i>f  uiir  expnrt .«.  'I'hc 
lit  of  ii..t   doiiif  ■     •  ■      ■      •         ■ 


tiuiii  an  he  thim)[ht  ihnt  the  ap|Hiinimcnt  ruitrictiun  had  operated  a«  a  bounty  to  the 
iifw  niniiiiillLv  wuN  iilti>gi.-lhc;ruTiiiillcd/ur,  I  foreign  miinufacturer  uf  niuehincry,  until 
uiiil  wiiiihl  iiiily  lie  iiltuiili:d  with  a  waste  :  hu  wiu  uhlc  to  compete  with  ur.  A  few 
■if  lime,  and  an  iiiinuecMury  vxpcnditure.  r  ycare  ufio  he  knew  that  tliure  wai  an  e\tcn- 
llc  would  veiitum  to  uxsert,  that  there  wax  give  fmuEgling  of  machinery  into  I'rance, 
n»t  a  tu<d  ur  inacliinc  made  in  tlii-i  country  hut  lie  diiiilitcd  very  much  whether  tliLi 
which  could  not  rcHilily  be  exported,  in  was  the  cn-tc  now.  Me  would  aujijmt  ti> 
(pile  of  all  the  cxertionit  of  the  (ioveni-  ,  hiu  lion.  I'rioiid  to  cvlund  lii«  miitiun  into 
mcnt  to  prevent  it-  'I'lic  iiii|H.iliincni!i  ut  an  iiii|uiry  iotu  the  ement  and  nature  of 
present  thrown  in  ttic  way  of  this  ex-  the  duties  on  machinery  imptirted  into 
portaliun  weni  nolhinf;  more  nor  Icks  than  fun;i|pi  eiitnitrii'H.  He  aim  thuught  that 
a  bonus  to  the  manufucture  of  forci;;n  it  was  a  (|Ui'stiim  fiirciin»dL-ratiun,  whether 
machincryi  ond  tlicrefure  so  far  injurious  .  they  should  nut  itnpniic  a  moJemtc 
to  the  tnanufucturcra  of  machinery  ii  ' '' 
this  country.     lie  thiiu)i:ht  that  the  bcttei 


cxpur  till  ion  of  machincr)'.  If  this  had 
been  done  a  few  years  ago,  he  hod  no 
diiuht  but  that  it  would  have  ptiivcd  highly 
bciieticiul  to  the  revciiiie.  He  wan  te- 
yiicL-A  lo  lind  that  there  wiis  no obj^'clion  to 
the  imitirni.  iiiid  be  tniHlL'd  tliut  the  inquiry 
tvuiilil  lie  of  an  ample  nature. 

.\Ir.  Tli'inili-ii  did  nut  agree  in  the  pin- 
ifitctiire  prlety  of  the  snggestiun  ju:it  niude  by  liis 
111.  Friend,  a$  tu  llie  levying  a  lux  on  the 
imrlalion  nf  miictiiiiery.  as  the  lax  wouM 
ity  "iierate  as  a  bimui  lu  llie  omugglcr,  or 
prL'iiiiuui  lu  the  foreign  inanufaetiirer 
It  "  


me  wiuihl  have  been,  W  the  lion,  ^h 
bcr  ffir  Muncheslcr  to  liave  at  iince  asked 
fin  leave  to  bring  in  u  hill  tu  allow  the  free 
oxnoTtulion'  of  niuctiinery. 

Mr.   Euarl   was  xnlislied  tliiit   the  pro- 
hiUting  the  cX]Hirtiitiiin  of  niudiiiicry  was 
only  driving  the  fiireigticr  to 
his  own  iniuiliiiies.      It  wmilil  liiive  lieeii  ill 
tho  greatest  ndvmitagr  tu  this  euuntry  if  a 
incoMire  fur  the  n-niiival  of  this  restrictiim 
hail  been  jmssed  when  it  was  pniimiH'd  in 
IH'J-I.     It  will  the  oiiiiiiiin  of  all  the  im- 
ihuriliifi  uf  the   Ituiinl  of  CiiMinnK,  thiit  it 
WOK  imiHiNKilili-  lu  pnvi.nl   tlie  i'X|K)rlutiun 
of    I  mil 'hi  1 1  IT}',   and    tliiil   the   liiivs    that 
existt.'d  on  the  snlijcet  only  oiumiii-d  ;is  an 
imiieitimcnt,  anil    iiiitUil  tu   I'lili^iiite  the 
jiricc  to  the  fureiguer.     The  aniuutit,  tliuii, 
of   this  dilleri'ni'e  of    jiri.'e    oiuTiili'it  ;is  ii 
premium  to  the  niuniiructiiriT  nl'  in:u'1iiiu'rv 
on  the  continent.      Liitil  17JU  tlnre  were 
no  rcitriL'tiuiis  on  the  txjiiiri:itiu]i  of  tools 
or  mocliiiicry,  and  no  cvi!  was  fimiiil   ii> 
have  arisen  friim  the  then  stale  «f  thini^s. 
When  tho  luliJL'et  wus  before  the  iluuse  in    ...  ,..v».„.,   v.,,^,  .»  ...m..  .....  ». 

1624,  Mr.  Huskisson  observed,  thnt  aa  long    the  IIouk  Id  the  late,  niid,  in  hi- 


s  to  liu 


highly   in- 
11  the  way 


OS  they  allowed  anL«aiis  to  go  out  of  the 
country,  it  w.ii  of  no  use  to  endeavour  tu 
prevent  the  exportation  of  macliincry. 

Mr.  Morrittm  thought  that  great  injury 
had  been  inllittL'd  iiiHin  our  manufuptiim* 


Tin:  Nioni  K\i-i:iini..v.3  l.onl  /«- 
ai->lre  rosi- tiK.dl  the  mtenuim  uf  iho  Huuk 
111  Ihi-  s;iiliii;;  ..f  the  lirf)iu!Cil  i.x]iediliiill 
rrniii  tliU  omotry  to  the  river  Niger.  He 
did  nut  mean  tu  enter  into  details  respecting 
the  ii.li.y  or  exp.-.liuuy.  o.ir  would  he 
iliu'stion  the  priniijile  \i\r.m  whuh  the  uii- 
lienukiug  wiis  founded.  His  eliief  desire, 
jiresent,  w:is,  tu  direct  the  uttentiun  of 
opinion. 
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id  dii 


Ills  [leriod  at  which 
aiiuoiineed  lo  fail  from 
its   ]ieritoiis  eniorpri«. 
more  cuuipeicnt  to  | 

is  RimKiire  than  ke  fi 
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himielf  to  be^  he  should  still  consider  it  un- 
necessary to  trouble  hon.  Members  on  those 
points,  as  they  all  came  under  discussion 
last  Session,  when  the  expedition  was  sanc- 
tioned by  a  vote  of  the  House.     He  was 
also  unwilling  to  disturb  the   impression 
that    seemed   to   have   been  made  in  the 
public  mind  on  this  subject,  since  the  oc- 
currence of  that  most  numerous,  respecta- 
ble, and  influential  meeting  in   London, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  present  proceeding, 
and  at  which  an  illustrious  prince  presided. 
While  he  could  not  help  considering  that 
very  great    difficulties  were  likely  to  in- 
terfere with  the  execution  of   the  design 
of  the  expedition,  he  was  ready  to  give  the 
greatest  credit  to  the  motives  of  the  pro* 
moters  of  it»    knowing  that  their  object 
was  the  abolition  of  the   slave-trade   in 
Africa,  by  the   planting  of  colonies  and 
the  gndual  extension  of  commercial,  agri- 
cultural, and  other  peaceful  and  humaniz- 
ing pursuits  throughout  that  great  conti- 
nent.    It   would    appear  that  from  some 
of  those  causes  that  seemed  incidental  to 
undertakings  of  this  sort,  the  expedition 
was  now  delayed.     Perhaps  the  cause  of 
the  delay  was  inevitable  ;  but  he  was  given 
to  understand  that  the  starting  of  the  ex- 
pedition had  now  been  postponed  until  the 
remote  period  of  the  Ist  of  April  next. 
Ix)oking   at    the   length    of   the   passage 
before  the  vessels  could  arrive  at  Sierra 
Jjcone,    which    was    the    first  place  they 
could  touch  at;   seeing  also  that  one  of 
the    three    vessels    composing    the    little 
squadron  must  be  towed  out  by  some  other 
ship,  it  was  probable  that  the  expedition 
would  not  arrive  at  that  settlement  before 
the  middle,   or  perhaps  the  end  of  May 
next.     The  vessels  would  then  have  to  em- 
ploy some  of  the  natives  called  Kroomen, 
and  some  farther  time  would  no  doubt  be 
spent  in  procuring  them,  probably  not  less 
than  ten  days  or  a  fortnight.  A  much  later 
period  would  have  arrived  before  the  expe- 
dition could  enter  upon  the  recognised  ob- 
jects of  its  mission.     They  would  reach  the 
coasts  of  Africa  some  time  in  the  month  of 
June,  at  the  height  of  the  rainy  season, 
which  began  in  the  middle  of  April  and 
continued  until  the  middle  of  October,  and 
that  period  of  tho  rainy  season  at  which  he 
calculated  the  expedition  would  arrive,  was 
the    most    unhealthy    of   the   whole  six 
months.     He  was  told  the  other  night,  in 
answer  to  a  question  by  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonics,  that  it  was  ne- 
cessary the  expedition  should  go  out  during 
the  rainy  season^  when  the  Niger  would  be 


found  in  a  state  of  flood,  and  then  the 
sels  would  be  admitted,  or  would,  at  least, 
proceed  up  the  stream  with  greater  facili- 
ties.    That  might  be  very  true,  as  stated 
by  the  noble  Lord,  but  it  appealed  to  him 
that  they  were  yet  placed  in  much  difii* 
culty,  through  the  want  of  some  certain 
data   as  to  the  state  of  the  river.     If  it 
could  be  shown  that  vessels  commendiig 
operations  could,  by  following   a  certain 
indicated   channel,  beginning  at  the   sea 
coast,  make  their  way  up  and  get  into  the 
interior  of  the  country,   then  he  should 
offer  no  objection  to  the  departure  of  the 
expedition  at  the  time  already  mentioned. 
But  when  he  knew  that  the  Delta  of  the 
Niger  was  at  least  200  miles  in  extent, 
and   that  the  course  of  the  channel  was 
continually  shifting,    he   feared  that   die 
vessels  might  have  to  remain  some  time  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  consequent 
delay  might  be  fatal,  particularly  fltom  ar- 
riving in  the  most  unhealthy  season  of  a 
pestilential  climate.     He  was  sure  thon 
apprehensions  must  have  some  weight  with 
the  House,  in  considering  this  important 
question,  which  had  nothing  to  do  with 
party  objects.     Their  only  object  should  be, 
thai  the  money  for  the  expedition  should 
be  expended  according  to  the  principle  on 
which  it  had  been  voted  by  that  Houae, 
and  that  while  they  endeavoured  to  eradi- 
cate the  slave-trade,  a  humaiie    anxiety 
should  be  kept  up  for  the  lives  of  those 
who  were  selected  to  execute   the  task. 
Under   the   circumstances   which  he  had 
already  stated,  he  would,    therefore,   ask 
the  Government  and  the  public,  whether 
it  would  not  be  better  to  delay  the  expedi- 
tion for  some  time  longer  ?  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  employ  the  vessels  already  pre* 
pared  in  surveying  and  exploring  services, 
so  as  to  pave  the  way  for  other  vessels 
which  should  follow  at  some  future  season, 
and  endeavour  to  execute  the  great  objects 
and  views  which  were  now  recognised  re- 
specting Africa  ?  He  confessed,  that  while 
he  approved  the  intentions,  he  had  great 
doubts  indeed  as  to  the  expediency  and 
practicability    of  the    expedition,    seeing 
what  a  failure  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone 
turned  out,  maintained  as  it  had  been  at 
great  sacrifices  of  life,  while  its  exports 
had   been    very   trifling,    and  not  at  all 
commensurate  with   the  jnoney  that  had 
been  expended  by  this  country.     He  feared 
there  would  be  great  diflSculty  in  establish, 
ing  agricultural  colonies,  and  it  was  to  be 
feared  that  much  trouble  would  be  given 
by  the  d^erent  tribes  the  moment  a  pmrtioii 
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m  9  oe  cnas  ian^er  of  seruiing  out  an  ' 
o^BsicBiarJc  ULJs  jeaaoa  of  the  jear,  he  j 
ly^ft?  rcter  co  ao  account  of  the  vojage  of  ' 
tibe    Ed&iopia,    in    chose    nr^vioiu.      The  j 
Eckkfiia  was  a>inma2ided  by  aa  ezperiencL-d 
capcsa*  who  attempted   to   work   up  the  ; 
Xiger.     His   vesBel   was  aloiit   the  same  ' 
dnagfat  as  those  employed,  tliat  was,  about  ! 
ax  feet ;  but  his  endeavour  proved  a  total  ; 
failure.     ThU  gentleman's  crew  consisted 
of  twelve  men  ;  but  the  sickness  produced 
bj  this  fatal  coast,  soon  reduced   them  to 
five-     He  tried  to  enter  by  the  Formosa 
moutb,  but  failed,  and  at  last  he  got  in  by 
the  Warree.     The  captain's  statement  was, 
that  the  navigation  of  the  river  was  diffi- 
cult throughout ;  that  he  had  tried  to  trade 
with  the  towns  on  the  banks,  but  without 
success ;  that  the  whole  course  of  the  river 
was  impracticable  and  unhealthy,  and  of 
little  importance  to  the  world  as  a  medium 
of  commerce  with  Africa  ;  that  during  six 
months  of  the  year  the  river  was  shut  up, 
and  during  the  other  six  months  it  was 
blocked  up  by  rocks  and  shoals.     It  seemed 
to  him,  therefore,  that  a  trade  in  heavy 
articles,  such  as  coffee  and  rice,  the  pro- 
posed staples  could  not  be  carried  on  in  that 
river.     It  would  only  do  for  the  tranrit  of 
palm-oil,  gum,  gold-dust,  ivory,  and  other 
light  articles.     He  trusted,  therefore,  that 
the  Government  would  not,  for  the  sake  of 
pleasing  a  few  benevolent  men,  turn  its 
attention  so  exclusively  to  the  improvement 
of  Africa,  as  to  forget  the  welfare  of  the 
men  who  were  employed  to  work  out  the 
objects  of  the  exp<^ition.     He  would  con- 
clude by  moving  for  the  production  of  cor- 
respondence relating  to  the  Niger  expedi- 
tion. 

Mr.  M.  (/Ferrall  said,  that  when  the 
expedition  was  first  arranged,  it  was  in- 
tended that  it  should  sail  from  this  country 
in  October.  But  since  then  the  Govern- 
ment had  learned  from  (.'aptain  Elliott,  and 
other  experienced  persons,  that  during  the 
dry  season  the  navigation  of  the  Niger  was 
dosed  for  six  months.  Consequently  the 
time  of  departure  was  changed,  in  order 
that  the  ships  should  not  arrive  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  at  a  time  when  they 
could  not  enter  it.  The  sailing  of  the  ex- 
pedition was,  therefore,  ix)stjx)ned  until 
March,  in  order,  first,  that  the  smaller 
steamers,  after  crossing  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
might  arrive  at  the  Niger  before  the  dan- 
gerous weather  broke  out,  that  was  at  the 
•nd  of  June,  and  then  they  would  ascend 


the  river  in  July,  with  the  first  fiood  of  the 
rainy  season.  The  Gentlemaa  already 
named  had  assured  the  Govemnient,  that 
the  rainy  :(eason  was  not  the  most  sickly 
one. 

Mr.  Hume  was  sorry  that,  not  seeing  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
he  could  not  put  to  the  noble  Lord  a  ques- 
tion, to  which  he  (Mr.  Home)  receiired  a 
very  unsatisfactory  answer  a  few  nights 
ago.  He  wanted  to  know  what  were  the 
objects  of  the  expedition.^  Were  they  to 
plant  a  colony  and  alarm  the  inhabitants  by 
taking  po^ses^sion  of  the  country  ?  Or  was 
the  expedition  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 
covery ?  If  colonization  was  the  object, 
there  should  be  more  ships  sent  out.  He 
thought  they  had  better  postpone  the  mo- 
tion until  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  was  present. 

Mr.  V.  Smith  was  surprised  to  hear  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  now  ask  the 
objects  of  an  expedition,  towards  which, 
though  so  sensitive  in  money  matters,  he 
joined  in  a  vote  of  60,000/.  last  year.  [Mr. 
Hume :  No  such  thing.]  It  was  a  fact. 
The  hon.  Member  was  now  asking  about 
the  objects  and  principles  of  an  expedition 
for  which  he  joined  in  a  vote  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  60,000/.  last  vear. 
His  hon.  Friend  was  one  of  the  first  to 
assent  last  year,  and  he  would  have  a 
similar  opportunity  of  raising  the  question 
and  of  voting  more  money  when  Uie  esti- 
mates for  the  present  Session  came  on. 
But  really  the  principle  of  the  expedition 
was  well  known  to  lilmost  every  man  in 
this  country.  It  was  fully  discussed  at 
that  very  large  meeting  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  Lord,  and  more  pamphlets  and  news- 
paper articles  had  appeared  on  this  subject 
than  on  any  other  connected  with  Africa. 
Now  the  principle  of  this  undertaking,  he 
would  inform  his  hon.  Friend,  was  to  begin 
at  the  right  end,  a  step  which  had  not  yet 
been  attempted  in  all  the  endeavours  that 
had  been  made  to  put  down  the  African 
i«lave-trade.  The  present  plan  was  to  pre. 
vent,  by  the  introduction  ot  commercial  re- 
lations with  the  interior  of  Africa,  a  con- 
tinuance in  the  traffic  of  human  flesh,  which 
would  then  yield  in  importance  to  the  new 
interests  that  would  be  created.  In  other 
words,  having  failed  in  making  an  impres- 
sion on  the  blacks  by  urging  the  principles 
of  humanity  and  generosity,  tne  alwii- 
tionints  would  now  proceed  upon  the  most 
eilcctive  of  all  pnnciples — that  was,  to 
i)ersuadc  the  blacks  that  it  was  their  own 
mtcrcst  to  diKontinuc  the  skvc-trade.  Tho 
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present  expedition  would  not  be  sent  out  to 
found  a  colony;  but  it  would  penetrate 
into  the  interior  of  Africa  to  establish  com- 
mercial relations  with  the  chiefs ;  and  if 
concessions  of  territory  should  be  offered 
by  them>  commissioners  would  be  em- 
powered to  treat  with  them,  and  an  estab- 
lishment would  hereafter  be  fixed  there. 
But  the  leading  object  of  the  expedition  at 
present  would  be  to  examine  and  inquire. 
The  noble  Lord  had  asked  when  the  expe- 
dition would  sail;  he  thought  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  had  satisfied 
him  on  that  point — [No,  no."]  Then  he 
hoped  he  should  succeed  in  satisfying  the 
noble  Lord.  Every  attention  that  was  pos- 
sible was  paid  to  this  expedition,  with  re- 
ference to  the  comforts  and  convenience  of 
all  engaged  in  it.  But  the  great  difficulty 
which  they  would  have  to  encounter  was 
this — namely,  that  the  season  that  was 
considered  the  least  healthy,  was  also  the 
season  that  rendered  the  possibility  of  navi- 
gating the  river  the  most  practicable ;  for 
when  the  water  was  deepest,  was  the 
period  when  the  season  was  most  unhealthy. 
Every  contrivance  that  could  be  adopted  to 
prevent  the  bad  effects  which  were  likely 
to  arise  from  the  unhealthiness  of  the 
climate  would  be  put  in  operation ;  so  that 
he  did  not  consider  that  the  same  difficul- 
ties would  be  encountered  by  this  expedi- 
tion as  by  the  previous  ones.  Many  of  the 
travellers  who  had  gone  before  upon  similar 
expeditions  had  not  taken  the  due  precau- 
tions which  were  necessary,  for  they  had 
not  the  commonest  medicines,  which  they 
of  course  required.  But  this  expedition 
started  with  every  precaution,  and  with  all 
the  chances  of  success  in  its  favour.  If  this 
statement  were  unsatisfactory  to  the  noble 
Lord,  he  was  sorry  for  it,  but  he  thought 
the  noble  Lord,  notwithstanding  his  state- 
ment of  only  seeking  to  be  satisfied  on  one 
point,  had  entirely  wandered  from  that  one 
point  of  asking  the  time  of  the  departure 
of  the  expedition  to  a  series  of  objections 
against  the  whole  scheme.  Pie  was  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  the  question  relating  to 
the  policy  of  the  scheme  itself  would  have 
been  better  discussed  at  another  time.  He 
could  not  allow  the  observations  of  his  hon. 
Fnend  the  Member  for  Kilkenny  to  pass 
unnoticed,  as  this  was  not  the  first  time 
they  had  been  called  upon  to  discuss  the 
principle  of  the  expedition,  and  as  he  re- 
collected that  the  House  had  already  re- 
ceived his  sanction  for  the  vote  of  money 
for  the  purposes  of  this  same  expedition. 

Mr.    Warburion  said,   that  it  was  no 


doubt  true  there  was  a  vote  passed  in  a 
committee  of  the  House  last  year  for  a 
grant  of  money  for  this  expedition ;  butj  at 
the  same  time,  it  was  also  true,  that  on  the 
same  occasion,  when  this  vote  had  been 
moved  and  carried,  no  discussion  whatsoerer 
had  taken  place  upon  the  subject.  His 
hon.  Friend  had  taken  the  same  credit  for 
the  scheme  as  if  the  matter  had  been  un- 
dertaken after  a  full  and  deliberate  discus- 
sion. It  appeared  that  only  a  silent  vote 
had  been  given  on  the  occasion  of  proposing 
this  grant  of  money.  Now,  he  would  say, 
that  no  vote  was  ever  passed  on  a  matter  of 
such  consequence  with  so  little  considera- 
tion, and  in  which  such  attention  so  whoUy 
disproportioned  to  the  magnitude  and  im-^ 
portance  of  the  expedition  was  given  to  the 
subject.  Here  was  an  expedition  entered 
upon  to  a  place  from  which  communication 
was  cut  off  by  water  during  six  months  in 
the  year.  He  believed  that,  such  was  the 
result  of  the  latest  observations,  and  for 
such  an  expedition  60,000/.  was  rather  a 
large  sum  to  begin  with.  The  hon.  Mem« 
her  said,  that  they  were  beginning  at  the 
right  end.  Now  if  this  sum  was  neces- 
sary for  beginning  the  business  at  the  right 
end,  what  was  to  be  the  sum  that  would  be 
required  after  three  or  four  years,  when 
they  got  settlements  in  Africa  ?  Looking  at 
the  danger  that  the  lives  were  exposed  to 
which  were  embarked  in  this  expedition, 
he  must  say,  that  the  information  received 
upon  the  subject  was  but  very  slight  in- 
deed. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  some  ad- 
vantage woulil  be  taken  of  the  delay  which 
must  occur  before  the  departure  of  this  ex- 
pedition, to  obtain  from  the  Government 
some  more  complete  information  and  ex- 
planation as  to  what  their  real  objects  were. 
He  was  aware  he  might  incur  the  displea* 
sure  of  those  with  whom  be  generally 
acted,  and  who  were  friendly  to  this 
scheme,  but  he  must  say,  that  from  the  ex- 
tent of  the  sum  which  was  obtained,  and 
from  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  that 
must  necessarily  interpose,  the  House  was 
acting  a  most  unjustifiable  part  in  not  en- 
deavouring to  acquire  much  larger  informa* 
tion  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  O'Connell  did  not  think  the  noUe 
Lord  had  made  out  any  case  to  support 
his  objections  to  the  measure,  and  in  en- 
deavouring to  prove  the  probability  of  its 
failure,  the  noble  Lord  had  utteriy  failed. 
The  noble  Lord  had  commenced  by 
stating,  that  there  was  a  certain  ship  com- 
manded by  a  Captain  Bearcroft,  which 
had  undertaken  the  navigation  of  the 
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s^itd  h.z;.   'He   -Mr.  0'<.or.rieli     cculd 
3CC  sike  &r.T  TList^ke:  z%  to  that^  and  tc 
bis   rico'.iecijoa,    that    was   ihe   accural-. 
Tieai  ::g  of  the  extract,    h  appeared  that 
xs  •  :3.  Friend,  the  Meml^er  ior  Bridport. 
«%!  socnewhat  displeased  at  not  receiviog 
more  inform atiou  upon  the-  subjecr,  but  he 
voutd  ask  that  bon.  Member,  if  tliere  was 
ever  any  refusal  rriade  to  give  such  expla- 
nation ?  No!  he  (Mr.  O'Connell)  was  not 
awe  tliat  information  on  the  subject  hud 
eier  been  asked.     The  noble  Lord  had 
brought   the   subject    before    tl.c    House 
loleij  with  a  view  of  showin;^  that   the 
time  which  had  been  chosen  for  the  ex- 
pediiicD  to   arrive  near  tlte  point  of  its 
destination  was  the  most  unhealthy.  That, 
however,   was    a    point  which    he  (Mr. 
O'Connell)   thought   he  had    complolely 
failed  in  establishing.     There  never,  then, 
was  a  refusal  to  give  the  required  inform- 
ation.    What,  then,  was  tlie   complaint 
from    the    hon.  Member    for  Kilkenny  ? 
Why.  that  it  happened  by  accident  that, 
on  one  occasion  out  of  twenty  years^  that 
hon.  Meml>er  did  not  hap|K*n  to  bo  in  his 
plaee    in    this    House.     Now,    he    (Mr. 
0*Connell)  thoueht  that  every  indulgence 
should  be  extended  to  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man  for  this  si n;:le  offence;  but  on  this 
unfortunate  occasion,  when  this  grant  of 
money  was  obtained,  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny  was  not  then  in  his  place.  Now, 
no  one  could  be  ignorant  of  the  main  ob- 
jects of  this  expedition.     It  was  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  attempting  to  ascertain 
whether  a  favourable  system  of  commerce 

« 

could  be  obtained  with  the  interior  of 
Africa.  That  House  had  already  expended 
large  sums  of  money  for  the  puipose  of 
putting  a  slop  to  the  slave-trade ;  bur,  as 
it  was  stated  at  that  great  meeting  which 
was  held  upon  the  subject,  if  they  could 
succeed  in  this  object,  to  which  they 
wished  the  public  to  direct  their  attention 
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r--T>:w:-^;i    cf  c  viiiiAt'oa.     At  one  of 
•.:-*  »c*t  ^^Z"-  ccer.t  assezLMies  that  ever 
Wei  itii  :a  V..*  ccuotry— one  of  the  first 
icd  most  izpcnac:  meetings  which  ever 
'.00k  pUce  *.<hiD  the  present  century,  and 
at  «h:cb  for  the  first  and  only  time  in  his 
ifc  he  was  a  silent  auditor,  the  objects  of 
itiis  expedition  were  there  stated   plainly 
arid  explicitly.     And  a  detail  had  been 
njade   there   of  facts  which   rendered  it 
h'g^tily  p'o^able  that  a  commerce  with  the 
i'orerior   of    Africa   would   be    ultimately 
established     unless      physical     obstacles 
shojld  start  lip  «\hich  could  not  be  over- 
come.    Now,  he  thought  that  it  wds  very 
well  worth  their  while  to  lay  out  60,000/. 
upon   this  eTperirr.ent,  and   he  was  con- 
tented to  rely  upon  Biitish  ingenuity  for 
the  mo«t    triumphant  success.     He   was 
rr-joiced   to  see  the  Government  coming 
forward  as  pioneers,  or  to  pave  the  way 
(as  the  noble   I^rd  expressed  it)  for  this 
happy  result.     He  thought  that  they  were 
railed   upcm   to  exhibit  gratitude    to  the 
(lovcrnment  for  so  nobly  coming  forward 
i)n  this  occasion  with  this  sum  of  money; 
and  he  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  want 
of  further  funds,  should  they  be  required, 
to  carry  out  their  views  with  reference  to 
this  expedition  ;  but  he  was  afraid,  that  if 
the  sum  which   had  already  been  granted 
turned  out  useless,  there  would  be  little 
chance  of  coming  before  the  House  again 
for  more  money.     He  trusted  that  the  in- 
formation which  the  noble  Lord  had  given 
would  be  thankfully  received,  and  added 
to  what  they  had  already  obtained  upon 
the  same  subject,  and  that  nothing  would 
ever  be  done  to  check  this  grand  experi- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hume  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
plaining what  his  intentions  simply  were. 
He  had  merely  asked,  whether  the  noble 
Lord  would  have  any  objection  to  adjourn 
the  consideration  of  this  question  to 
another  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
ing all  the  information  that  could  possibly 
be  given  upon  the  matter.  He  would  re- 
mark, that  it  was  the  first  time  since  he 
had  had  the  honour  of  liohlinjr  a  seat  in 
Parliament  that  he  ever  hcaid  a  Member 
of  the  Government,  when  asked  for  in* 
formation  upon  a  subject  then  under  dis- 
cussion, refer  to  the  speeches  which  had 
been   made  at  a  public  meeting  as  his 
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him  of  every  particular  relating  to  the 
subject  he  wished. to  be  enlightened  on. 
Ai  regarded  that  same  public  meeting,  he 
recollected  so  much  of  it— that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dublin  had  been  present  at  it, 
but  had  not  been  allowed  to  speak.  He 
had  informed  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Colonics,  that  it  was  his  de- 
cided intention  to  oppose  the  motion  for 
this  grant  of  60,000/. ;  but,  not  having 
been  present  at  the  time  it  was  brought 
forward,  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
carrying  his  intention  into  effect.  He 
begged  leave  to  state,  that  he  considered 
the  expedition  had  been  commenced  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  most  necessary 
facts,  for  it  was  now  admitted  that  the 
parties  engaged  in  it  were  to  have  sailed 
in  October  last,  but  they  had  since  found 
(hat  they  could  not  sail  until  the  month  of 
March.  So  much  for  their  information 
on  the  subject.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
objects  which  they  had  in  view.  They 
were  fully  agreed  upon  the  point,  that 
commerce  was  the  best  means  of  putting 
an  end  to  slavery,  but  he  denied  that  they 
were  adopting  the  best  means  of  estab- 
lishing commercial  relations  with  the  in- 
terior of  Africa.  How  could  sailors  or 
seamen  effect  this  object  ?  They  should 
rather  have  made  merchants  the  parties 
for  bringing  about  such  a  desirable  con- 
clusion. He  thought  that  Government 
were  beginning  at  the  wrong  end — they 
might  do  much  mischief,  but  it  was  im- 
possible they  could  do  good.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  any  instruction  had  been 
as  yet  received  as  to  the  particular  objects 
of  discovery,  and  as  to  the  purposes  upon 
which  they  were  going?  They  ought  to 
have  had  every  instruction  possible  to  be 
obtained  upon  the  subject;  but  so  far 
from  that  being  the  case,  it  was  quite 
evident  the  Government  were  in  a  state  of 
profound  ignorance  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hawes  said,  accustomed  as  he  was 
to  pay  every  respect  to  what  generally  fell 
from  the  hon.  Member  for  Dridport,  yet 
he  could  not  allow  him  to  put  forward  the 
statement  he  had  made,  without  inquiring 
from  him  his  authority.  [Mr.  IVarbitrton  : 
Jameson's  pamphlet.^  He  thought  as 
much,  but  it  might  happen  that  that  gen- 
tleman's own  interest  might  have  inter- 
fered'  to  influence  him  in  the  opinions 
which  he  had  given  wilh  reference  to  the 
African  trade.  The  whole  scope  and  ob- 
jects of  this  expedition  had  been  laid 
before  the   House  last  February.     The 


hon.  Member  for  Bridport  had  taid,  that 
there  never  were  objects  of  such  magni- 
tude entered  upon  with  such  slender 
means ;  but  he  would  say,  that  there  never 
was  any  great  colony  yet  founded  with 
means  so  ample.  But  that  hon.  Member 
continued  to  say  that  this  was  a  very  great 
colonial  undertaking  entered  upon  with 
little  means  and  less  information.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  information,  he  held  ia 
his  hand  a  paper,  dated  the  8th  February, 
1840,  and  which  was  signed  by  the  noble 
Lord,  the  present  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
nies. It  was  a  letter  from  Lord  Joha 
Russell  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury.  It  sets  out  by  detailing  the 
principal  object  they  had  in  view,  which 
was  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the 
slave-trade,  which  it  stated  had  been  ex- 
tensively carried  on  in  Africa,  and  which 
no  marine  force  was  found  capable  of 
putting  down.  Another  object  which  it 
stated  was  the  cultivation  of  commeicial 
relations  with  some  of  the  African  chiefs. 
Another  object  stated,  was  the  admission 
on  favourable  terms  of  their  goods  and 
manufactures.  These,  then,  were  the  de- 
clared objects  which  they  had  in  view, 
and  as  to  the  sum  of  money  which  had 
been  voted  to  carry  out  those  objects,  the 
money  at  present  spent  to  put  down 
slavery  by  steam-boats  and  other  vettels 
was  ten-fold  greater  than  the  sum  granted 
for  this  expedition.  Was  it  not,  then, 
worth  their  while  to  make  this  experiment  ? 
He  principally  rose  to  say,  that  they  had 
here  ample  information  and  plenty  of 
money  to  carry  out  their  views,  and  many 
as  great  objects  had  been  effected  with 
means  much  less. 

Viscount  Ingestre,  in  reply,  said  he  was 

flad  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
)ublin  had  called  his  attention  to  another 
matter.  It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Powell  Box* 
ton^  that  this  expedition  should  advance  to 
the  distance  of  2,500  miles  up  the  Niger. 
Now  Captain  Bearcroft  had  only  been  able 
to  go  the  distance  of  500  miles  up  the 
river^  and  then  found  the  obstacles  that  bmI 
him  so  insurmountable,  he  could  gel  ne 
further.  He  thought,  that  the  Govemroent 
should  postpone  this  expedition ;  if  the^y 
did  not,  the.  money  which  had  been  voted 
for  it  would  be  completely  thrown  away. 
They  should  use  some  part  of  it  in  ezpm- 
ing  and  pioneering  the  way  for  the  expo* 
dition  to  go  qut  on  the  following  yeiur. 
There  was  no  immediate  haste  for  it.  It 
was  better  not  to  undertake  it  at  all  tibui 


idi 
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a  Toter  to  esUblbh  his  claim  tfrcdi  evary 
je^^  leeosed  to  him  a  thing  lomoiistnMity 
§o  really  an  instrument  for  vesatioD  and 
oppretsion  that  he  coald  not  think  of 
adopting  it.  Lastly,  he  proposed  to  in- 
troduce clauses  defining  fictitious  totes, 
and  if  there  was  anj  sincerity  in  the 
declaration  which  had  so  often  been  made 
against  fictitious  votes,  he  was  sure  that 
those  who  made  them  would  -agree  with 
him  as  to  the  necessity  of  some  such  defi- 
nition to  prevent  the  present  frauds  and 


«o  t^thm  It  lii.iff«rtii«IIy.     Much  useful 
H  fo  mmv  iiilirr  tlm«.     At  all  cventu,  they 

iratTy  iii«»"»  wti-ficd  with  the  infnnna- 

fL  wlilrh  ho  Tcticiviul  or  the  cxpUnation 

whli'h  h«4l  »K,i!n  iitti:mj,ted  to  Ijc^nvcn  him. 

ft  aniwsrr*!,  that  nil  the  information  they 

ligil  M«  yet  rwseivciJ  was  from  Captain  Allen, 

who  might  l«  a  very  competent  person  to 

give  instnjcii/in«  ij|>on  the  Buhjcct,  but  he 

thought*  that  thiirc  were  many  other  men  i  abuies.     The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 

diually  competent  to  ipeak  upon  the  sub-    concluded  by  making  his  motion. 

Ject.     He  thought,  that,  when  the  Govern-  J      Mr.  Shaw    objected  to    the   intended 

mcnt  had  received  a  little  more  mformation    ^^^^^  ^^  appeal,  as  being  likely  to  be  un- 

upon  the  subject,  they  would  sec  the  incx-    gatisfactory,  if  no  matter  could  be  inquired 

p«liency  of  «"I»nB jit  the  time  proposed.  ^  -^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  tribunal,  which  had  trans- 

]( this  vote  should  be  asked  to  be  renewed,      j^^j  ^^  ^^^^^    j^^^  j^^j.^^^  ^^^^  claimant 

he  thought  It  most  proliable,  that  he  would    ^^  ^^^^  ^^^        J^^j  ^^     ,^^  ^^^ 

gire  it  ftu  determined  opposition.  Ir^aUtru 


Admiral  .f^//.  «id,  hU  noble  Friend  had  j     ^j^,^/^   ^       ^^^,j  ^     ,^j 
iflht  all   information  upon  the  subject,    ■    ^ ^   .  i  ■  l     ^  i  j   «  * 


concur 


""*^^*'L?"''T*^  "'^;V:™;/'r;'  ;'■»  '"y  "easure  which  would  put  ao  end 
UDon  the  best  authority.     1  he  former  ex-  '      .,  -^      ...  ,      ^^,  ;         t  £.  ,• 

Jtoion  hod.  by  attempting  to  enter  the    '«>  '*•"  "'*t'"B  «"''»  "^  '^e  system  of  fict.- 
river  in    April,   and  afterwards  in  May, 
when  the  water  was  low,  been  compelled 


tious  voting. 


Mr.  F.  Maule  said,  it  was  notorious 

to  rcmam  m  die  D^ltaVio  thcl^^7inj7r^    ^^^^  «h«  l^^'"^,';'"  ^i|!  of  Scotland  required 
of  the  health  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels  '«?"^«  such  bill  as  this  to  remedy  the  prac 

tice  of  taking  vexatious  objections  to  per« 


composing  the   expedition,    which  it  was 
hoped  would  this  year  be  avoided  by  enter- 
ing the  river  later,  when  there  was  a  greater 
depth  of  water  fur  steam  navigation. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

R  KOI  ST  RATION       OF      VoTEIlS      (ScOT- 

LaNi))-]  TXic  Lord  Advocate  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Re- 
gistration of  Voters  in  Scotland.  He  pro- 
posed to  establish  one  appeal  court  for 
registrations  for  the  whole  of  Scotland. 
It  was  to  consist  of  banisters  of  seven 
years  standing,  to  be  named  by  the  Speaker, 
and  to  sit  in  Kdinburgh.  lie  proposed  to 
give  no  appeal  on  matters  of  fact  to  this 
court,  but  only  on  ([ucstions  of  law.  The 
bill  also  contained  clauses  relative  to  costs 
in  cases  of  appeal.  He  proposed  that 
when  the  right  of  a  voter  had  once  been 
established,  he  should  not  be  removeable 
from  the  register  except  for  matters  oc- 
curring subsequently  to  the  registry.  In 
cases  where  the  value  of  premises  giving  a 
title  to  vote  had  been  established,  he  pro- 
posed that  no  proof  of  subsequent  altera- 
tions of  value  should  disfranchise  the  party 
so  long  as  he  retained  possession  of  the 
premises  or  property  which  gave  the  right. 
An  annual  revision,  which  would  compel 


sons  who  had  been  for  years  undisturbed 
on  the  roll,  in  the  hope  of  removing  them, 
in  their  absence  and  without  being  able 
often  to  obtain  a  hearing  in  defence  of 
their  franchise. 

Leave  given. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  February  18,  1841. 

MfNDTM.]    Billa.     RcMl  a  Brtt  time :— Lcaie  and  Rfli— . 
— Read  a  locnnd  time  i— Tiimtaliulary. 

PetitioiM  |>rr«€tit«^  By  Cohmrl  Itawdon,  Mr.  Redtecton, 
am!  Mr.  crConnrll.  ttinn  Tktwm,  Dundalk.  KUhieaB. 
Kathfkmham,  and  Munttrr.  in  fkvaur  of  lx)fd  MivptUi'i 
llcfiiitntinn  Hill :  and  by  Mr.  l.ltlon,  and  Cohnel  Per- 
ceval, trimx  VaMv  Ca«tiel,  and  Mayo,  for  Lford  SUaHef* 
IrUh  HrgiHtratiim  Hill.— Uy  Mr.  B.  Hall,  ftom  Maiylr- 
bnne.  for  the  repeal  at  Window  Tax  DutiM.— By  Sir 
O.  Sinclair,  from  a  pUrr  in  I'aithneM.  for  tht  AboUUoo 
ofChurrh  Patrunaffr.— Hy  Mr.  Grwn,  from  the  I  anrM 
ter  and  Pmton  Railway  Company,  aitaintt  the  tartHtiwi 
le\-i«d  on  Railway*.  -  And  by  Mr.  Hawcs,  from  SL  Mary, 
NewingUm,  for  the  di«tnbutiun  of  the  Fund  mfftoft^ 
atcd  for  Mutro|>i»Iitan  Iniprovementi. 

MoNi'MtNT  TO  Sill  Sidney  Smith.] 
Sir  F.  Burdeti  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
withdrawing  the  motion  he  bad  given 
notice  of  with  reference  to  the  prewnta- 
tion  of  an  addreu  to  her  moat  gracious 
Majesty,  that  the  would  be  pleated  to 
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direct  the  erection  in  St.  Panl't  Catbedral 
of  a  monament  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Sir  Sidney  Smith.  He  was  induced  to 
adopt  this  course  in  consequence  of  his 
having  understood  that  the  subject  would 
be  brought  forward  by  another  hon. 
Member,  into  whose  hands  he  (Sir  F. 
Burdett)  meant  to  leave  it,  as  that  hon. 
Gentleman  was  better  able  and  far  more 
competent  to  discharge  that  duty. 

Texas.]  Mr.  O'Connell  begged  to 
inquire  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  he  could  give 
the  House  any  information  as  to  when  it 
was  probable  that  the  Treaty  with  Texas 
would  arrive  ? 

Viscount  Palmer$ton  replied,  that  the 
treaty  had  been  sent  to  Texas  three  months 
ago,  and  that  he  hoped  it  would  be  rati- 
fied by  the  Congress  in  the  course  of  the 
month  of  Januarv ;  as  yet,  howeveri  it 
had  not  been  received  in  this  country. 

Mr.  CfConnell  under  those  circum- 
stances, begged  to  withdraw  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  for  that  even- 
ing, for  *^  An  address  for  the  production 
of  any  treaty  between  her  Majesty  and 
the  persons  called  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
state  of  the  relations  between  this  country 
and  these  persons;**  and  to  give  fresh 
notice  that  he  would  on  that  day  fort- 
night, call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  state  of  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  the  States  of  Mexico  and 
Texas. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Canada — Seminary  of  St.  Sul- 
FiCE.]  Mr.  Pakington^  before  the  notices 
of  motion  were  proceeded  with,  begged  to 
put  a  question  to  the  noble  Lord  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  upon  a  matter  of  some 
importance  as  connected  with  Lower 
Canada.  He  would  remind  the  noble 
Lord  that  on  the  29th  of  January  last 
certain  ordinances,  passed  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  Council  of  Lower  Canada,  were 
placed  on  the  Table  of  that  House.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  the  ordinance  ref- 
lating to  the  seminary  of  St.  Sulpice  was 
included  amongst  those  so  laid  upon  the 
table ;  if  so,  whether  it  was  necessary  that 
that  ordinance  should  be  before  Parlia- 
ment for  the  space  of  twenty  days  prior 
to  any  step  being  taken  by  Farliament  in 
reference  to  it ;  and  whether  those  twenty 
days   were  to  count    from  the  time  at 

VO(-.LVI.    {JSS} 


which  the  ordinance  was  laid  on  the  TaUi^ 
or  from  the  time  at  which  it  might  \m 
printed  and  circulated  ? 

Lord  John  Russell  stated,  that  amongat 
the  ordinances  laid  on  the  Table  of  Sbi 
House,  on  the  29th  January,  was  included 
the  ordinance  respecting  the  seminary  of 
St.  Sulpice,  and  that  the  space  of  twenty 
days,  during  which  the  House  was  vm* 
eluded  from  entering  upon  the  aobjeet^ 
would  count  from  the  day  on  which  tha 
ordinances  were  laid  on  the  Table.  Witii 
respect  to  the  printing  of  the  ordinaiioe 
relating  to  the  seminary  of  St.  Sulpice,  if 
was  not  usual  that  documents  of  that 
nature  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  Pakbkgttm^  under  those  ci  ream- 
stances,  felt  bound  to  ask  the  noble  Lord 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  hate  tKa 
ordinance  printed. 

Lord  John  Rtasell:  I  shall  make  no 
objection  to  its  being  printed ;  but  it  is  tfot 
my  intention  to  move  that  it  be  printed. 

Sir  R.  Peel  thought,  that  although  the 
noble  Lord  was  not  bound  to  print  the 
ordinance,  yet  that  he  certainly  wasbonnd 
to  give  a  notification  of  its  being  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Lord  J.  Russell  could  not  conceive  how 
a  more  public  notification  could  be  given, 
than  bringing  the  ordinance  up  to  the 
Table  of  the  House,  laying  it  upon  the 
Table,  and  inserting  the  fact  of  its  being 
so  laid  upon  the  Table  in  the  votes  and 
proceedings  of  the  House. 

Union  of  the  Can  ad  as.]  Sir  JR. 
Peel  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  whether, 
any  despatches  had  been  received  from 
the  Canadas  of  a  later  date  than  those 
laid  before  Parliament  in  the  course  of  the, 
last  Session ;  and  especially  whether  llmf 
Colonial*office  had  recently  received  any 
respecting  the  union  of  the  two  provine^' 

Lord  J.  Russell  replied,  that  aespaicliea 
had  been  received  within  the  last  two  daya 
from  the  Governor-general  of   Canada, 
stating  that  there  had  been  some  delay, ija.. 
the  proclamation  of  the  union ;  but  thai, 
he  expected  to  proclaim  it  on  the  8th  or 
9th  of  this  present  month  of  Febroanr- 
There  would  be  no  objection  to  lay  t^e 
despatch  relating  to  that  subject  on  the; 
Table  of  the  House ;  but  he  did  not  thiak 
that  the  despatches  received  during  the. 
recess  contained  any  matter  of  such  puUb^ 
interest  as  would  call  for  their  producUon/ 
Tliere  were,  however,  some  recent  de- 
spatches relating  to  emigrationi  and  con- 
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taiping  some  very  valuable  information, 
^hich  it  was  his  intention  to  lay  before 
Parliament. 

Officers  of  Law  Courts — (Dub- 
lin.)] Mr.  iShaw  wished  to  ask  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
whether  it  were  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  introduce  any  measure  re- 
lating to  the  officers  of  the  superior  courts 
of  law  in  Dublin,  so  as  to  place  them  in 
the  same  situation  as  the  similar  class  of 
officers  in  Westminster-hall,  particularly 
with  respect  to  superannuation  allow- 
ances. 

Viscount  Morpeth  replied,  that  the  Go- 
vernment was  quite  friendly  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  assimilation  between  the  salaries 
and  superannuations  of  law  officersin  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  But  the  Treasury  had 
thought  it  right  to  institote  some  inquiries 
as  to  the  mode  of  proceeding,  and  the 
scale  of  payments  in  the  Irish  law  courts. 
Until  the  result  of  those  inquiries  was  as- 
certained, he  should  not  be  prepared  with 
any  proposition  upon  the  subject. 

International  Copvigiit.]  Vis- 
count Mahon  reminded  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 
assurance  he  had  last  year  given  the 
House  upon  the  subject  of  international 
copyrii^lit,  and  beg^jfcd  to  inquire  whether 
the  noble  Lord  still  kept  that  subjrct  in 
sif^ht,  and  whether  there  was  any  proba- 
bility of  the  negotiations  into  which  he 
might  have  entered  in  reference  to  it,  being 
biought  to  a  speedy  and  favourable  close. 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  that  if  the 
noble  Lord  had   had  the  kindness  to  give  i  htihtnint;,  the  immeii:»6  amount    of  property 
him  notice  of  his  intenlion  of  pnltinj:  the  i  which  hua  been  destroyed,  as  shown  by   ||r, 
question,     he    would    very     ijhidly     have  I  U^rrls,  and  is  still  exposed  without  adequate 
'„„„,  ,,11!        o        I  •  .1  ^  ...««.«.»#  •  protection;  the  niconvenicnce  winch  has  armn 

answe  r.  1  h,m.  Speakmg  upon    he  moi^ient    1^^^^^  .^  ,j.,f  ,i,ble  to  arise,  from  the  lost  ^^^ 


of  lightning.  It  might  be  recollected  nbo, 
that  the  House  was  disposed  to  accede  to 
that  proposition,  that  it  was  assented  to  hj 
the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  Charles 
Wood),  at  that  time  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  that  it  would  undoubtedly 
have  been  adopted  but  for  a  suggestion 
that  came  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet*  the 
Member  for  Tamworth  (Sir  Robert  Peel),' 
who  proposed,  that  instead  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee  of  the  House, 
a  commission  of  inquiry  should  be  issued 
by  the  Admiralty.  In  consequence  of  that 
suggestion  he  (Lord  Eliot}  withdrew  his 
motion,  and  left  the  matter  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  Admiralty,  by  whom  a  com*- 
mission  was  shortly  afterwards  appointed, 
consisting  of  A.  M.  Griffiths*  rear-iuimiral ; 
Jumes  A.  Gordon,  rear-admiral;  James 
Clarke  Ross^  captain  ;  J.  F.  Daniel],  pro- 
fessor of  chemistry ;  and  John  Finchham, 
master  shipwright.  The  commission  was 
thus  composed  of  a  number  of  naval  and 
scientific  persons,  who  entered  into  a  tho- 
rough invcstigati(m  of  the  subject,  sat  nine- 
teen or  twenty  days,  and  examined  a  great 
number  of  witnesses,  amount  whom  he 
found  the  names  of  Captains  Fitzroy,  Tur- 
ner, and  C-happell,  Profcssoni  Wheatstone 
and  Farraday,  and  Sir  William  Symoods. 
These  (lentlemen  i*ame  to  a  unanimous  de- 
claratitm  in  the  following  words : — 

''  llavini;  now  completed  our  remarks  on  the 
sever.*  1  points  to  which  their  Lordships'  in. 
structions  directed  our  attention,  we  trust  we 
have  !»hown  from  the  evidence  of  facts,  derived 
from  the  experience  of  many  years,  as  well 
as  by  the  opinions,  not  only  of  scientific  but 
of  professional  men,  the  efficacy  of  Mr.  Har* 
ris*s  lightnini;  conductors;  and,  contiderinr 
the  numher  of  lives  which  have  been  lost  by 


he  could  unly  «ay  that  he  did  not  think 
that  any  of  the  neuotiitions  had  yet  como 
to  a  conclusion,  lie  wonld,  however,  inform 
himself  more  pinticulaily  upon  the  subject 
and  reply  to  the  question  lo-iuorrow. 

Lightning  Cos  ditto  r**— Mb.  Snow 
Harris.]  Lord  Kliot  hoiKil  he  should  re- 
ceive the  indulgence  of  the  nou>c  whilst 
he  Cklled  its  attention  to  a  stihjuct  ni  which 
much  interest  was  generally  felt.  It  might 
be  recollecteilt  that  in  the  mouth  of  April, 
1839,  he  (Lord  Eliot)  moveil  for  the  ap- 
)>ointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Snow  Harris, 
for  the  protection  of  shi|is  from  the  ciiccts 


services  of  ships  at  moments  of  great  p< 
tied  importance:  the  difficul:y  of  pr 
new  spars  in  time*«  of  war  on  foreign 
(not  to  menlion  the  great  expenM 
And  victuals  for  the  crewi  of  ships  ^ 
dcred    useless  tdl    repaired);    «t 
leavo  to  state  our  unanimous  opi 
grcU   advantages  possessed  bf 
plan  al'ovc  every  other  plan,  aft 
nent  scHurity  at  all  timc4,  and 
run.>tances,  against   the   inj 
li(;htninK,  effecting  thisprotr^'' 
nautical  mconvenience  or  9^ 
whatever ;  and  we,  iherefip 
reioinmend  their  gcucrali 
navy.** 

ludcpemknt    of  I 
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Mf*  Sum  JKifft^ 


?ie 


nam^hebadnienUoned,  Ihe  ocnnmifluonen 
vmived  letterfly  commending  in  the  highest 
tcurms  the  invention  of  Mr.  Snow  Hanii^ 
from  Sir  Bjam  MiurtiOf  Sir  George  Cock* 
burn.  Captain  Laws^  Captain  Sroith»  Ad- 
miral Caraenj  and  many  other  officers,  of 
pauch  eminence,  much  $cienti6cknowledge« 
and  m^ch  practical  experience  in  the  navy. 
It  appeared  to  him  to  be  quite  impossible 
for  anything  to  he  more  conclusive  than 
the  report  founded  upon  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  commissioners^  It  now  became 
his  duty  to  inquire  from  the  Admiralty 
what  steps  had  been  taken  in  consequence 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  commission  ? 
If  he  were  rightly  informed^  the  Admi. 
ralty  did  not  consider  the  experiments 
which  had  already  been  made  during  a 
period  of  ten  years  with  uniform  success, 
nor  the  opinions  of  all  the  practical  and 
scientific  men  to  which  he  had  referred^ 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  plan 
recommended  by  the  commission.  He  un- 
derstood, that  they  were  disposed  to  enter 
uppn  further  experiments^  It  was  true^ 
that  they  had  applied  Mr.  Snow  Harris's 
conductors  to  some  ships^  but  they  had 
withdravm  the  execution  of  the  plan  al- 
together from  the  superintendence  of  the 
inventor.  By  this  means  a  considerably 
larger  expense  was  incurred;  and  at  the 
same  time  the  injustice  was  done  to  Mr. 
Harris  of  depriving  him  of  the  advantage 
given  to  every  inventor  of  superintending 
the  application  of  his  own  invention.  They 
had  also  fitted  many  of  her  Majesty's  ships 
with  conductors  invented  by  Mr.  £dye, 
whose  plan  only  differed  from  those  al. 
ready  in  use,  inasmuch  as  it  pilfered  from 
the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Harris.  If  the 
Admiralty  held,  that  the  experiment  had 
not  been  fully  tried,  he  should  have  a 
strong  case  against  them.  Something  might 
po^siUy  be  said  on  the  ground  of  expense ; 
that  subject,  however,  had  been  fully  dealt 
with  by  the  commissioners,  who  stated  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  no  solid  objection 
had  been  urged  on  that  head.  Undoubtedly 
the  expense  of  the  improved  conductors 
would  be  somewhat  greater  than  that  of 
the  inefficient  conductors  now  in  use ;  but 
when  they  considered  the  coat  of  a  line- 
of-battle  ship,  which  amounted  to  upwards 
of  100,000/.j  and  the  possible  loss  of  lives 
which  might  happen  in  consequence  of  her 
being  struck  with  lightning,  he  thought 
they  would  be  of  opinion,  that  300/.  was 
not  an  enormous  sum  to  be  paid  for  ap 
efficient  conductor.  That  was  the  extienie 
sum  which  it  would  cost^  and  for  that  cost 


the  conductor  would  be  applicable  ht  m 
unlimited  period,  and  might  afterwards  lie 
sold  for  old  copper,  so  that  the  actual  ex- 

Snse  would  not  amount  to  that  sum.  Mr* 
arris  was  not  unknown  in  the  scienti^^ 
world.  It  was  one  of  his  papers  that  hi^ 
led  to  the  formation  of  the  new  oompaii 
now  in  use  in  her  Miyesty's  service.  Ha 
(Lord  Eliot)  held  in  his  band  papers  wbidi 
that  gentleman  had  contributed  to  phihl- 
sophical  works.  He  had  devoted  a  larae 
portion  of  his  time  and  uncommon  ahilitfei 
to  the  prosecution  of  these  researches,  and 
in  doing  so  he  had  brought  tp  light  ^ 
means  of  securing  to  the  navy  of  England 
one  of  the  most  formidable  engines  of 
warfare.  He  had  been  subjected  to  an 
examination  before  the  committee  of  tlMi 
Royal  Society,  connsting  of  such  men  as 
WoUaston,  Davy,  Young,  and  many  others 
whose  names  he  could  mention,  and  after 
the  full  and  satisfactory  experiment  whicfc 
had  been  made,  it  was  rather  hard,  thail 
when  he  came  to  the  Admira]tiy  and  asked, 
not  for  large  grants  of  money,  but  ficar  a 
reasonable  and  fair  compensation  for  ki« 
labour  and  expense,  the  Admiralty  should 
turn  upon  him  and  say,  ^*  we  admit,  that 
you  have  the  merit  of  drawing  attentioQ 
to  tbc  subjecti  but  we  dp  uot  admit  ^M|( 
you  have  any  other  merit  whatever*^  I^  Wf 
peared  to  him  (Lord  Eliot)  that  this  m$k 
not  only  cruel,  but  unjust*  It  was  but  a 
few  nights  since,  that  a  pension  was  pro* 
posed  to  be  granted  to  a  distinguished  oA- 
cer  in  her  Mdesty's  service— a  pension  of 
no  inconsideraole  amount.  That  night  they 
had  a  notice  on  the  psper,  of  a  proposition 
for  erectinc  a  monument  at  the  public  ex- 
pense to  Sir  Sidnev  Smith.  God  fbibid 
that  he  should  grudge  any  reward  to  the 
living,  or  any  honour  to  the  dead  if  they 
had  deserved  well  of  their  country }  but  he 
could  not  think,  that  the  labours  of  scieqwce 
or  the  triumphs  of  philosophy  were  to  bo 
held  as  of  no  account.  Nor  iii  he  expectt 
that  that  view  would  be  entertained  by  thf 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  because  kf 
knew,  that  many  liberal  rewards  had  bessi 
dealt  out  to  literary  and  scienti^c  indivi- 
duals. He  had  a  list  in  his  hand  of  gen- 
tlemen who  had  been  thus  selected  tap 
reward  by  her  Majesty's  Govemmeiit ;  pi 
though  he  would  not  mention  any  indivi- 
dual, or  make  any  invidious  comparison, 
he  believed,  that  on  that  list  there  was  no 
man  who  was  more  richly  entitled  to  sudk 
a  re\vard  than  the  gentleman  whose  dunift 
he  was  now  feebly  endeavouring  to  ad- 
vocate. He  would  not  detain  the  Hxmik 
2  AS 
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any  further^  but  would  conclude  by  mov- 
ing,— 

''  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that  a  com- 
mission was  appointed,  in  May,  1B39,  by  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiraly,  to  in- 
quire into  the  plan  of  William  Snow  Harris, 
Esq.,  F.  R.  S.,  for  the  protection  of  ships  from 
the  effects  of  lightning.  That  the  report  of  that 
commission,  which  was  presented  to  this 
House  by  command  of  her  ^lajesty,  on  the  24  ih 
day  of  January,  1840,  contains  the  following 
recommendation  :  *  Having  now  completed  our 
remarks  on  the  several  points  to  which  their 
Lordships*  instructions  directed  our  attention, 
we  trust  we  have  shown  from  the  evidence  of 
facts,  derived  from  the  experience  of  many 
years,  as  well  as  by  the  opinions  not  only  of 
scientific,  but  of  professional  men,  the  efficacy 
of  Mr.  Harrises  lightning  conductors,  and  con- 
sidering the  number  of  lives  which  have  been 
lost  by  lightning  ;  the  immense  amount  of 
property  which  has  been  destroyed,  as  shown 
by  Mr.  Harris,  and  is  still  exposed  without 
adequate  protection  ;  the  inconvenience  which 
has  arisen,  and  is  still  liable  to  arise,  from  the 
loss  of  the  services  of  ships  at  moments  of 
great  and  critical  importance  ;  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  new  spars  in  times  of  war  on  foreign 
stations  (not  to  mention  the  great  expense  of 
wages  and  victuals  for  the  crews  of  ships 
while  rendered  useless  till  repaired) ;  we  again 
beg  leave  to  state  our  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  great  advantages  possessed  by  Mr.  Harris's 
plan  above  every  other  plan,  affording  perma- 
nent security  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances,  auainst  the  injurious  effects  uf 
lightning,  effecting  this  protection  without  any 
nautical  inconvenience  or  scientific  objection 
whatever;  and  we  therefore  most  earnestly  re- 
commend their  general  adoption  in  the  Uoyal 
navy. 

"'Wehave,  &c. 

(Signed)  *A.  M.  Ghifhtiis,  rear-admiral. 
.Iames  a.  (jord(>n,  rear-admiral. 
Jamts  Clarke  lloss,  captain. 
J.  V.  Da.nif.i.L,  prof,  uf  chemisliy. 
John  I'ixciiam,  master  shipwrighi.' 

"That  a  humble  address  be  presented  to 
her  Majesty,  praying,  that  she  will  be  gnui-  j 
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Majesty's  Governnoent  to  the  danger  to 
which  ships  were  exposed  from  lightniiig^p 
and  not  only  for  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Government  to  that  subject,  but  for 
his  writings  and  lectures,  which  had  gone 
far  to  remove  the  prejudice  which  seamea 
formerly  entertained  against  having  any 
lightning  conductors  whatever.  It  wis 
owing  to  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Harrii 
that  the  commission  was  appointed  about 
two  years  ago  to  inquire  into  the  best  mode 
of  protecting  ships  from  the  action  of 
the  electric  fluid  ;  by  the  report  of  that 
commission  one  important  fact  was 
established,  that  whereas  unprotected 
ships  were  liable  to  injury,  and,  io  many 
instances,  were  seriously  injured,  ahipa 
having  conductors,  even  the  most  im- 
perfect,  invariably  escaped.  A  very  re- 
markable instance  of  this  occnrred  in 
the  case  of  the  New  York  packet  whieh, 
though  fitted  with  only  a  very  imperfect 
conductor,  escaped  from  most  severe  light- 
ning— the  conductor  itself  being  completely 
fused.  The  commissioners  pronounced  Mr. 
Harris's  to  be  the  best  of  the  three  kind  of 
conductors  submitted  to  their  invefttigntioDp 
and  there  the  duty  of  the  commissiooen 
ended.  But  the  cost  of  M  r.  Harris's  plan  was 
very  considerable.  Hence  it  becameibedaty 
of  the  Admiralty  to  ascertain  whether  a 
system  of  conductors  might  not  be  intro- 
duced into  the  navy,  avoiding  the  defects 
of  the  old  system,  and  combining  as 
much  as  possible  of  the  new  at  a  very  con- 
siderable reduction  of  expense.  On  the 
assembling;  of  the  commissionert,  Mr. 
Snow  Harris  laid  before  them  an  ettinate 
uf  the  cost  of  the  different  lightning  con- 
ductors that  he  proposed,  take,  for  in- 
stance, a  second  rate,  which,  according  to 
Mr.  Snow  Harris's  plan,  would  cost  350/. 
The  scientific  genilcmen  on  the  commis- 
sion had  ascertained  that  the  size  of  the 


ously  pleased  to  direct,  that  this  House  be  in.  i  conductor  could  be  reduced,  by  which  the 
formed  whether  any  and  what  measures  hive    expense    would     l>e    lessened    to  246/.; 

and  by  giving  credit  for  the  value  of  the 
copper  when  returned  into  store  it  was 
found,  that  the  expense  might  be  farther 


been  taken  for  giving  cfToct   to   this  recom- 
mendation.'* 

Mr.  More  O^Fcrrall  said,  that  as  there 


could  be  no  possible  objection  to  the  reduced  to  1 19/.  The  Board  of  Admiralty, 
motion  of  the  noble  Lord,  \\v  should  not !  before  deciding  on  Mr.  Snow  Harris's 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble  the  conductors,  wished  to  see  if  they  could 
House  with  any  observations  if  the  speech  ,  not  adopt  some  mo<le  by  which  they  might 
of  the  noble  Lord  did  not  seem  to  imply  '  avoid  the  evds  of  old  conductors,  at  a  less 
a  considerable  censure  upon  the  Admi-  ;  rxponso,  and  they  adopted  part  of  the 
ralty.  He  did  not  deny  that  great  merit  Frenrli  plan,  p.irt  of  Mr.  Snow  Harris's, 
was  due  to  Mr.  Harris  for  the  exertions  and  part  of  Mr.  EdyeV  It  hsd  since 
which  he  had  m.)dcduring  the  last  Rfiecn  or  been  discovered  that  il  was  not  ncces- 
sixteen  years  to  draw  the  attention  of  her  i  sary    to    introduce    any  of    Mr,    Saow 
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Harris's  plan.  The  plan  which  was  now 
adopted  by  the  Admiralty  would  cost  only 
62/.  and  if  credit  be  allowed  for  copper 
wire  returned  into  store,  it  would  be  re. 
duced  to  30/.,  and  equally  efficient  as  the 
more  expensive  plan  of  Mr.  Snow  Harris. 
With  respect  to  the  reward  claimed  for 
Mr.  Snow  Harris,  if  such  pretensions  were 
admissible,  the  House  would  find  them 
reach  an  indefinite  amount.  There  was 
placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  a  sum  of  1,000/.,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  rewarding  authors  of  useful  in- 
ventions. The  board  having  partially 
adopted  Mr.  Harris's  invention,  that  gen- 
tleman was  certainly  entitled  to  claim  a 
portion  of  this  reward ;  but  it  was  totally 
impossible  out  of  so  small  a  sum,  to  remu- 
nerate Mr.  Harris  according  to  his  esti- 
mated merit, his  claim  amounting  to6,000/. 
or  7,000/.  If  every  successful  inventor 
were  to  be  rewarded  by  Parliament,  there 
would  be  no  end  to  claims  made  upon  its 
liberality.  The  Admiralty  did  not  con- 
sider themselves  bound  to  reward  every 
invention,  but  only  such  as  they  deemed 
it  desirable  to  adopt.  If  Mr.  Snow  Harris's 
plan  had  been  finally  adopted,  most  un- 
doubtedly that  gentleman  would  have  been 
entitled  to  fair  compensation  ;  and  it  would 
have  been  the  duty  of  the  individual 
holding  his  (Mr.  OTerrall's)  situation  to 
have  proposed  it  to  tlie  House  ;  but  while 
the  invention  was  still  under  experiment, 
he  thought  it  would  be  piemature  in  the 
House  or  in  the  Admiralty  to  say,  that 
Mr.  Harris  was  entitled  to  reward  to  the 
extent  claimed  by  him. 

Lord  Ingeslre  could  understand  the  re- 
luctance of  the  Government  to  come  be- 
fore that  House  with  proposals  for  making 
grants  of  the  public  money,  but  he  could 
not  comprehend  why  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, after  the  elaborate  report  of  the 
commission  on  Mr.  Harris's  plan  of  con- 
structing lightning  conductors,  and  the 
unqualified  and  unanimous  approval  re- 
corded by  the  Members  of  that  commis- 
sion, should  have  experienced  any  diffi- 
culty in  adopting  a  plan  based  on  such 
scientific  principles,  and  in  rewarding  ade- 
quately its  inventor.  The  hon.  Member, 
the  Secretary  for  the  Admiralty,  had  told 
the  House  that  the  reason  for  their  not 
doing  so  was,  that  there  were  other  kinds 
of  conductors  under  consideration.  But 
it  was  not  fair  to  Mr.  Harris  to  mix  other 
plans  with  his.  The  hon.  Member  had 
also  stated,  that  safety  existed  where  any 


metallic  conductors  were  used  on  board 
ships;  but,  with  all  deference  to  the  bon. 
Member,  he  would  venture  to  assert,  from 
experience,  that  the  conductors  now  in 
use  on  board  her  Majesty's  ships  of  war 
were  worse  than  useless,  fur  they  attracted 
the  lightning  without  carrying  it  away. 
Was,  he  might  ask,  the  expense  of  a  con- 
ductor to  be  put  in  comparison  with  the 
safety  of  the  ship  and  her  crew  ?  The 
value  of  a  first-rate  might  be  computed  at 
100,000/.;  and  was  her  safety  to  be  en« 
dangered  for  the  sake  of  saving  sixpence 
per  cent,  on  that  amount,  which  would  be 
found  to  be  the  proportion  ?  He  could 
not  look  upon  the  reply  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  be  satisfactory.  There  was  some 
under  current  of  proceeding  towards  Mr. 
Snow  Harris,  which  would  not  bear  expo- 
sure. He  could  refer  to  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Harris,  wherein  that  gentleman  stated, 
that  he  had,  at  the  advice  of  a  friend,  ap- 
plied, by  letter,  to  the  noble  Earl  al  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty,  and  in  answer  to 
his  claim  for  remuneration  of  his  services 
to  his  country  by  his  invention,  he  re- 
ceived a  caustic  reply,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  that  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
could  not  grant  him  the  compensation 
which  he  sought  in  return  for  having 
drawn  attention  to  the  subject  of  protect- 
ing ships  of  war  from  the  effects  of  light- 
ning at  sea.  So  that  all  the  encourage- 
ment which  this  meritorious  and  scientific 
gentleman  was  to  receive  at  the  hands  of 
his  country,  if  the  Admiialty  was  to  be 
the  dispenser  of  rewards,  was  a  dry, 
scarcely  civil  letter,  like  that  which  he 
had  described.  A  solution  much  more 
easy  of  the  difficulties  created  by  the 
Government  in  the  way  of  granting  a  re- 
ward  to  Mr.  Harris  might  be  found  in 
political  causes,  and  in  the  fart  that 
others  who  entertained  different  political 
opinions  had  influence  enough  to  get  their 
plans  adopted.  Mr.  Harris  had  not  thought 
it  right  to  support  the  views  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  he  (Lord  Ingestre)  could 
not  help  thinking:  that,  after  such  a  report 
on  the  merits  of  his  invention  as  had  been 
made  by  the  competent  persons  whose 
names  were  attached  to  that  document, 
some  strong  political  feeling  existed  to 
his  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  Mini>try. 
He,  however,  must  express  his  satisfaction 
at  finding  that  no  opposition  was  offered 
to  the  motion,  and  he  trusted  the  effect 
would  be  to  obtain  justice  to  a  most  de« 
serving  individual. 
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Mr.  IVarhurton  obserred.  that  there' ihips  with  coDdactore  wai,  that  whatever 
wat  some  confusion  in  the  manner  in  might  be  the  amount  of  the  electric  Oaid 
which  the  present  motion  was  brought  be-  \  the  ship  was  safe.  He  had  lifteoed  with 
fore  the  Flou<e,  for  it  invoUed  two  distinct .  some  apprehension  to  the  propoaitioD 
questions — the  6r»t  of  which  wa«,  why,  which  had  t>een  made  to  reduce  the  extCDl 
after  such  a  favourable  report  had  been  of  the  metallic  conductors,  with  a  Tiev 
made  by  those  appointed  to  examine  the  thereby  to  facilitate  the  working  of  Um 
nature  and  value  of  Mr.  Snow  Harris's  vessels,  because  no  one  could  calculate  oa 
invention,  conductors  upon  his  plan  had  '  the  extent  of  the  stream  of  electric  6uid 
not  been  adopted  in  her  Majesty's  ships;  which  might  at  any  time  strike  a  veaael. 
and  the  second  question  which  had  arisen '  The  great  merit,  in  hit  opinion,  of  Mr» 
was,  why,  after  such  an  unqualified  ad  '  Snow  Harris's  plan,  wai,  that  notwitb* 
mission  of  Mr.  Harris's  merits,  he  had  not  standing  its  great  extent  of  metallic  coii« 
been  adequately  compensated?  N^iW.  whet.  -  ductors,  it  di<J  not  interrere  with  the  ma* 
this  subject  was  last  before  the  House,    nagement  of  a  ship.     However  succeiafnl 


there  was  no  qnesMon  as  to  the  adequacy 
of  metallic  conductors  to  afibrd  protection 
to  vessels  at  sea  ;  that  was  generally  ad- 


any  plan  proposed  for  this  purpoie  nigbt 
be,  the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  might. 
if  he  pleased,  come  down  to  that  House  and 


mitted;  the  only  question  mooted  was,  say,  that  other  experiments  were  in  operation 
whether  such  protection  was  necessary  at  \  to  which  it  was  expedient  to  give  a  trial 
all  times,  an  1  which  was  the  best  I  before  the  adoption  of  the  plan  in  quei^ 
metallic  conductor.  What  did  the-  ton.  From  what  he  saw  of  the  report  of 
report  of  the  commission,  expressly  ap-  '  the  commission  appointed  to  examine  into 
pointed  to  examine  the  subject,  say  ?  Not  >  (his  matter,  he  thought  that  Mr.  Harris's 
only  that  Mr.  Harris's  conductor  was  good, !  plan  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  that  Mt. 
but  that  it  was  superior  to  every  other  thai  |  Harris  oui^ht  to  be  remunerated  forhisla« 
had  been  invented.  The  hon.  Gentleman  :  hours  and  discoveries  when  they  had  beea 
the  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  had  told  '  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  navy.  He 
the  House  that  other  plans  besides  Mr.  should  wish  to  know  whether  those  other 
Harris's  had  been  under  cousideraiion  be-  experiments  alluded  to  had  been  referred 
foi:e  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  (hat  the  i  to  the  commission  appointed  to  report  od 
nieiits  of  these  various  proposals  were  still  j  this  mutter.  If  that  had  l>een  done,  it 
underp;oif)g  investigation,  'i  he  hon.  Mem-  {  would  have  been  the  fair  mode  of  judging 
ber  the  Secretary  to  the  Adniiralty  had  ,  of  Mi.  Harris's  plan,  otherwise  thej  were 
gone  much  further  than  that,  for  he  had  ;  not  doing  that  gentleman  justice.  He 
thrown  a  doubt  over  the  utility  of  :iil  me-  thought  the  nuble  Lord  who  had  intro-> 
tidlic  conductors,  by  informing  the  Mouse  duced  the  present  motion  had  fully  made 
that  the  York  packet  had  been  protected  .  out  his  case,  and,  fur  his  own  part,  ha 
during  a  thunder  storm  at  sea  from  the!  thought  Mr.  Harris  was  fully  entitled  to  a 
t'd'ects  of  n  second  stroke  of  lifihtning, !  reasonable,  but  not  exorbitant,  compensa* 
notwithstanding  a  fir*tt  stroke  had  fused  tion  from  the  country  for  the  services  he 
her  metallic  conductor.  :  had   rendered,   and  the  expense  he  had 

Mr.  JSL  (yferrall  explained,  that  what  I  been  at. 
he  meant  to  say,  if  he  had  not  so  stated,  {      Sir  /(.  /'cc/ said,  when  his  noble  Friend 
was,  that  the  sccnnd  stroke  had  fused  the  i  had  at  tiisi  proposed  that  a  committee  of 

I  1^1  *i*  I'll  .IaSV  I  111  *«Ia*  * 


conductor,  and  the  inference  which  he 
had  drawn  was,  that  any  metallic  con- 
ductor afforded  a  degree  of  security  to  a 


Mr.  Warburton:  The  question,  how- 
ever, at  is^ue  was,  whether  it  was  not  pru- 
dent to  have  a  conductor  at  all  times  on 


that  House  should  be  nominated  to  inquire 
into  and  report  upon  Mr.  Snow  Harris's 
plan  for  preserving  vessels  from  the  evil 


ship  at  sea  in  a  thunder  storm.  '  efi'ects  of  lightning,  he  had  suggested  that 


the  most  proper  tribunal  to  appoint  for 
that  purpose  would  be  one  composed  of 
naval    and  sci(ntitic  gentlemen,  who  by 


l)o:ird  ships,  and  whether  it  was  not  possi-  their  superior  knowledge  could  form  the 
ble,  by  their  size,  to  provide  against  the  '  best  and  most  correct  judgment  of  the 
ri^k  of  their  being  fused  by  the  electric  '  comparative  merits  of  all  the  plans  sob- 
Huid,  nnd  thus  endanger  in;?  the  safety  ofi  mitted  to  them.  This  suggestion  had  been 
the  siiip.  That  wouhl  entirely  dp|«cnd  on  j  accordingly  adopted,  and  a  commission 
the  stKMigth  of  the  electric  current,  and  had  been  appointed.  Now  it  was  per- 
themcritof  Mr.  Harris's  plan  for  providing  I  fectly  open   to    the  Admiraltji  if  ibtf 
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piMted,  to  object  to  the  apfmiiitmedt  of 
thii  cointttiMioti  at  the  time.  Bet  they 
had  eonietited  to  it.  They  had  in  their 
own  hands  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
miteioners ;  and  though  he  did  not  affirm 
that  they  were  boond  by  all  the  recom- 
mendationB  of  the  commit9ion,  yet  they 
should  pay  some  deference  to  them.  He 
thought  that  the  Admiralty  incurred  a  very 
greet  reeponstbility  in  refusing  to  adopt 
the  recommendations  of  that  commission, 
on  the  mere  ground  that  that  course  migfht 
be  Somewhat  more  eipensive  than  another. 
The  recommendations  of  that  commission 
were  based  upon  the  clearest  and  most  di- 
rect testimony,  and  it  was  decidedly  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Snow  Harris's  plan,  in  pre* 
fereilce  to  any  others.  There  was  also  the 
evidence  of  that  most  distinguished  officer, 
Captain  Fitzroy,  of  the  Beagle,  than  which 
nothing  could  be  more  conclusive  in  his 
mind.  That  was  the  case  of  an  officer  of 
considerable  experience  and  great  intelli- 
gence, giving  the  result  of  his  own  ob- 
seivaiic^.  That  officer  was  employed  in 
a  most  arduous  service  in  a  small  vessel, 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  under  all  varie- 
ties of  climate^  and>  in  his  letter  to  the 
Admiralty,  this  was  the  manner  in  which 
he  spoke  of  Mr.  Harris's  invention  :«- 

'*  Having  given  the  lightniog  conductors  of 
Mr.  Harris  a  considerable  trial  during  the 
Beagle's  last  voyage,  I  believe  it  is  proper  to 
transmit  to  you  the  accompanying  report, — 
<  Previously  to  sailing  from  England  in  1831, 
the  Beagia  was  fitted  with  the  permanent 
lightning  conductors  invented  by  Mr.  W.  S. 
Harris.  During  the  five  years  occupied  in  her 
voyage,  she  was  frequently  exposed  to  light- 
ning, but  never  received  the  sligiitest  damage, 
although  supposed  to  have  been  struck  on  two 
occasions.  At  each  of  these  times,  at  the  in- 
stant of  a  vivid  flash  of  lightning,  accompanied 
by  a  crashing  peal  of  thunder,  a  hissing  sound 
was  heard  distinctly  on  the  masts,  and  a 
strange,  though  very  slightly  tremulous  motion 
in  the  ship  herself,  indicated  that  something 
unusual  had  happened.  No  objection  which 
appeared  to  me  valid  was  raised  against  them, 
and  were  I  allowed  to  choose  between  having 
masts  so  fitted,  and  the  contrary,  I  should  de- 
cide itt  ikvour  of  those  with  Mr.  Harris's  con- 
ductors. £ven  in  such  small  spars  as  the 
Beagle's  royal  masts  and  flying  gib-boom,  the 
plates  of  copper  held  their  places  firmly,  and 
increased,  rather  tlian  diminished  the  strength 
of  the  spars.  '* 

When  they  eaw  how  strongly  recom- 
mended Mr.  Harris's  plan  was  by  the  ei- 
perieticed  and  excellent  officer  to  whoee 
evidence  he  had  briefly  alluded^lfacytdttld 


not  bat  think  it  rather  eitraordititrt  lluil 
the  Admiralty)  fh>iti  experiments  or  theilr 
own,  should  altogether  set  aside  a  plan  ad 
strongly  recommended.  It  appeared,  that 
the  sole  objection  which  the  Admiralty 
uged  against  the  adoption  of  Mr.  8iio# 
Harris's  plan  was»  that  they  had  fottbd 
other  conductors  that  might  be  used  at  ft 
considerably  leu  expense.  But  howeouhi 
they  get  over  the  report  which  the  com» 
missioners  agreed  to,  where  they  distintetlf 
said, — 

**  We  have  considered  all  these  platisL  atid 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  onow 
Harris's  plan  has  a  decided  superiority  over 
all  the  others,  and  we  most  distinctly  state  our 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  great  advantage 
possessed  by  it  over  every  other.'' 

That  was  the  recommendathiQ  of  the 
commissioners;  and  then,  without  recur- 
rence  to  any  other  supposed  plans  whieb» 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
might  hereafter  be  found  successful,  he 
could  not  but  think  that,  having  ap* 
pointed  that  oomroission»  if  they  did  sot 
show  a  sufficient  reason  for  acting  other* 
wise,  they  were  bound  by  a  oonstderatioa 
of  what  was  due  to  the  navy  as  well  •• 
to  the  officer*  and  scieiitific  men  eaa«« 
ployed  upon  that  commission  to  adopt  the 
recommendation  which  they  had  madei 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  referred  to  the 
case  of  tlie  York  Packet  as  a  proof  that  att 
ordinary  conductor  was  sufficient  to  carry 
off  safely  the  electric  fluid.  It  was  posai^ 
ble  that  a  conductor  erected  at  the  tiiwa 
might  serve  the  purpose  intended,  but  it 
did  not  follow  that  the  same  condttctor, 
after  having  been  exposed  for  years,  woold 
answer  the  purpose  as  well  as  when  it  wee 
first  erected.  Speaking  exclusively,  then, 
in  reference  to  the  public  interests,  he 
thought,  if  the  invention  was  a  secu- 
rity to  the  navy,  the  inventor  ought  to  he 
rewarded.  He  would  say  nothing  aa  to 
the  amount  of  the  compensation  which 
Mr.  Harris  ought  to  receive.  He  would 
reserve  his  opinion  on  that  point,  but  be 
trusted  they  would  not  withhold  any  es- 
pences  which  might  be  necessary  to  give 
every  security  to  the  navy. 

Sir  T.  CochrMe  said,  this  <{uestion  bad 
very  properly  been  characterised  by  the 
noble  Lord  who  had  introduced  the  pii* 
sent  motion  as  one  of  the  greatest  import* 
ance.  Indeed,  tie  one  who  had  not  per- 
aonai  efcperieace  of  the  dangers  to  whieh 
vessds  were  suiNeoted  from  lightnings  jer 
were  not  eoquainted  erith  the  efleM  9f 
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tbc  electric  fluid  Uriking  a  veMel  oopro- 
widtd  wilb  coodoctorSy  could  form  ao  idc» 
of  the  importance  of  this  matter,  or  the 
l^reat  iuconvenieace  felt  from  the  abteoce 
ofcofidoctors.  They  abould  take  into  con- 
tideration  that  Mmetimet  a  thousand  men 
might  be  existing  over  a  magazine  which, ; 
io  a  moment,  might  be  blown   up,  and  i 
this  too  when   the   vessel  was  hundreds! 
of   miles    from    land.       One     flash     of 
lightning   might   send   a   thousand   men 
to  their  graves.     The  conductors  formerly 
used    were   chains   from    the   mast  head  i 
into  the  water  ;  and  it  was  at  times  next  i 
to  an  impossibility  to  keep  these  always 
immersed  in  the  water,  so  as  to  lead  the 
danger  away  from  the  ship.     As  far  as  he  | 
could  understand,  and  had  read  the  evi-  • 
dence  taken    before  the  commission   ap-  j 
pointed  to  examine  into  this  affair,  it  had 
apfieared   that  no   other   conductor   had 
been  proved  so  useful  or  so  convenient  as 
Mr.  Snow   Harris's.     He  (Sir  T.  Coch- 
rane; remembered  on  one  occasion  in  the 
West- Indies,  when  a  man  had  been  sent 
with  a  chain  to  put  to  the  mast  head,  to 
guard  against  a  thunder  storm,  the  man 
bad   been  struck  down  on   the  quarter- 
deck, and  the  chain  had  been  dashed  out 
of  his  hands.     Many  a  vessel  had  sailed 
from  pori,  had  had  her  crews  hurried  to  an 
untimely  end,  and   never  been  heard  of, 
in  consequence  of  her  having  no  conduc- 
tors.    Me  thout;ht  they  were  bound  to  fol- 
low the  »U(;y^eBtiunf  of  those  exfiericMiced 
and  scientific  men,  who  were  so  well  ac- 
quainted  with  the  nature   of  electricity. 
With  regard  to  the  expense  of  the  plan, 
that  was  not  so  much  an  object  when  the 
safety  of  the  men  and  the  preservation  of 
the  ships  of  her  Majesty  were  concerned. 

Sir  It,  IntjlU  tliouglit  it  was  rather  ex- 
traoidinsiry  that  so  many  hon.  Gentle- 
men in  that  House,  who  difFercd  u|)on  so 
many  otlur  milters,  should  have  concur- 
led  in  opinion  upon  the  present  subject  of 
discussion.  This  was  purely  u  matter  con- 
cerning the  advancement  of  useful  science, 
and  was  one  amongst  the  few  that  he  and 
the  hon.  Member  tor  Bridport  thought 
alike  on.  He  had, completely  uninfluenced 
by  any  political  motives,  either  in  or  out 
of  that  House,  given  the  present  subject 
bis  most  careful  investigation,  and  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  Mr.  Harris's  plan  was  uni- 
versally approved  of.  Now,  if  there  was 
^  "h  a  concurrent  testimony  in  its  favour, 
D  on  all  sides  of  the  House,  he  did 


not  think  tbey  wo«ld  refaae  20,0001^  erea 
if  such  a  sum  should  be  fband  aeeeawj, 
to  put  the  entire  navy  of  thia  coaatry  ia 
such  a  state  as  would  lecore  both  the  aiea 
and  the  vessels  from  consequcaon  Ibat 
otherwise  might  be  moat  fatal  aad  iii|a- 
rious.  The  discovery  was  a  motX  aadfal 
and  important  one;  and,  if  it  was  aaedp 
he  did  not  see  that  that  Hoaae  woald  re- 
fuse to  give  the  inveotor  the  revaid  which 
was  his  due. 

^\t    C.    Lemon,    coold    aoC    well   ao- 
derstand    the    aoawen    which    the    Se- 
cretary   to    the    Admiralty    had    givea 
either  in  that  House  oo  the  preaeni  BMHioB, 
or  that  which  he  had  beea  directed,  ia  hb 
official  capacity,  by  the  Board  of  Ad* 
miralty,   to   give  to   the  letter  reqairiag 
compensation  which  Mr.  Harris  had  writ- 
ten to  that  department,     la  the  aoswer 
alluded  to  it  had  been  acknowledged,  ia- 
deed,  that  Mr.  Harris  bad  beea  the  first 
to  direct  attention  to  this  subject.     If  that 
was   indeed  only   what   Mr.   Harris  had 
done,  he  might  be  entitled  to  sooie  remu- 
neration, but  Mr.  Harris  had  done  mach 
more  than  that.     He  had  discovered  the 
best   method    of    obviating  the   danger. 
The  commission  had  stated  that  distiactW 
in  their  report.     It  had  been  said,  iadeed, 
that  the  reason  why  he  was  not  rewarded 
was,  that  the  experiments  the  Admiralty 
were  carrying  on  had  not  been  yet  perfec- 
ted. Now,  what  were  the  facts  of  the  case  7 
Twenty  yeais  ago  Mr.  Harris  had  drawa 
attention  to  this  matter,  and  now  for  tea 
years  his  plan  had  been  adopted  in  the 
navy.     No  improvement  had  been  sugges- 
ted upon  this  plan  until  Mr.  Harris  had 
called  upon  the  Admiralty  to  reward  him 
for  his  discovery,  and  compensate  him  for 
the  actual  losses  he  had  been  at  in  per- 
fecting his  invention.     At  the  time  he  had 
laid  the  matter  before  the  Admiralty,  he 
had  been  told  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  wait  until  they  knew  what  the  result  of 
it  would  be.     That  period  of  delay  had 
now  lasted  ten  years,  during  which  time 
Mr.  Harris  had  lost  from  between  2,000/. 
to  3,000/.  in  perfecting  the  plan,  yet  the 
Admiralty  now  turned  round  on  him  when 
he  applied  for  compensation, and  told  him 
they  were  trying  some  other  experieients, 
and  that  they  could  not  give  him  aaythiag, 
as  in  the  course  of  time  something  might 
turn  up  which  would  make  his  iarention 
useless.     One  word   with  regard  to  the 
plans  then  trying.    There  were  eight  ships 
to  be  aent  out  with  Mr.  Harris'i»  Md  eiflK 
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with  other  conductors.  Now,  supposing 
in  the  first  instance  Mr.  Harris  had  taken 
out  a  patent,  as  he  had  every  right  to  do, 
for  his  plan  of  conductors,  it  could  not  be 
adopted  in  any  case  without  remunerating 
him.  The  conduct  which  the  Government 
had  pursued  with  respect  to  Mr.  Harris  was 
calculated  to  cast  a  damp  upon  the  zeal 
and  exertions  of  scientific  men.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  tell  the  House  at 
once  whether  they  meant  to  acknowledge 
the  claim  which  the  services  of  Mr.  Harris 
fur  ten  years  so  justly  gave  him,  or  whe- 
ther they  meant  to  postpone  the  matter 
indefinitely. 

Captain  A' Court  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment that  the  Admiralty  should  hesitate, 
for  one  moment,  to  acknowledge  services 
which  had  been  so  favourably  spoken  of 
by  a  commission  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  matter,  and  recommended  by  the  most 
experienced  naval  officers.  The  Admiralty 
would  incur  a  serious  responsibility  if  they 
did  not  immediately  give  an  order  for  fit- 
ting these  conductors  to  every  ship  in  the 
navy. 

Sir  C.  Adam  said,  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  last  spoken  wished  to  carry  the 
adoption  of  this  invention  further  than  Mr. 
Harris  himself.  Mr.  Harris  only  asked 
for  its  gradual  introduction  into  the  navy, 
while  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  it 
universally  adopted  at  once.  Now,  seve- 
ral ships  had  been  fitted  on  Mr.  Harris's 
principle,  although  it  was  true  that  an 
equal  number  had  been  fitted  up  on  ano- 
ther plan.  That  new  invention  was  a  per- 
fect lightning  conductor,  and  it  had  not 
been  tried  without  the  sanction  of  scientific 
men,  while  the  fact  was,  that  it  might 
have  been  adopted  without  any  infringe- 
ment, even  although  Mr.  Harris  had  ob- 
tained twenty  patents.  Mr.  Harris's  plan 
had  been  partially  adopted  in  the  navy,  and 
there  was  certainly  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  further  applied.  He  allowed  that 
economy  in  such  matters  ought  to  be  a 
secondary  consideration,  but  Mr.  Harris, 
in  his  letter  to  the  Admiraity,  had  stated 
his  loss  and  the  value  of  his  scientific 
labour  at  7,000/.  Now,  the  Admiralty 
had  not  refused  all  compensation  and  had 
only  replied  to  Mr.  Harris  that  they  did 
not  think  his  invention  worth  so  large  a 
sum  as  7,000/.  For  himself,  he  saw  no 
objection  to  granting  this  gentleman  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  his  invention, 
which  was  a  useful  one,  but  he  saw  no  rea- 
son why  the  experiments  now  going  on 


should  not  be  concluded  before  any  de- 
cision was  come  to  on  the  subject.  It  had 
been  said  that  some  political  motive  had 
prevented  Mr.  Harris  from  obtaining  the 
reward  which  he  merited.  Now,  he  could 
say  that  he  never  knew  how  Mr.  Harris 
had  voted  upon  any  occasion,  and  the 
Members  for  Devonport  had  both  written 
strongly  in  his  favour. 

Mr.  Collier  observed  that  Government 
were  always  more  ready  to  reward  plans 
for  sacrificing,  than  those  for  saving  human 
life. 

Viscount  Sandon  protested  against  the 
plea  put  forward  on  behalf  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  although  a  discovery  was  ad- 
mitted to  be  very  great  and  very  useful, 
no  reward  should  be  given  for  it  until  it 
should  be  ascertained  that  it  was  not  pos- 
sible, in  the  nature  of  things  to  improve 
upon  it. 

Lord  Miot  said  in  reply,  as  the  gallant 
Admiral  opposite  had  said  the  Govern* 
ment  considered  7,000/.  too  much  for  Mr. 
Harris's  plan,  they  ought  to  say  how  much 
they  thought  would  be  a  fair  compensation. 
The  noble  Lord  then  quoted  the  opinions 
of  Professors  Faraday  and  Wheatstone,  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Harris's  plan,  in  opposition 
to  that  of  Sir  Wm.  Symon,  which  had 
been  cited  in  depreciation  of  it.  He  ex- 
pressed the  great  satisfaction  he  felt  at 
seeing  Gentlemen,  on  a  subject  of  great 
national  importance,  laying  aside  their 
political  difierences,  and  unanimously  de- 
claring it  to  be  necessary  that  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  should  be  called 
to  the  subject.  He  hoped  this  unanimity, 
so  creditable  to  the  House,  would  have  its 
proper  effect  upon  the  Government. 

County  Corowers.]  Mr.  Pakington 
said,  that  in  asking  leave  to  move  for  a 
Bill  to  alter  the  mode  of  electing  County 
Coroners,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  con- 
sidered guilty  of  any  impropriety  if  he 
expressed  his  regret,  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  had  not  themselves  taken  up 
the  question,  and  introduced  a  bill  re- 
specting it.  Three  years  ago,  he  proposed 
a  motion  upon  the  subject,  though  on  a 
different  principle;  but  the  noble  Lord, 
now  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and 
then  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, acknowledged,  that  the  state  ot  the 
law  relating  to  coroners  required  alteration, 
and  that  it  was  only  on  account  of  want 
of  time,  that  the  Government  had  not 
taken  it  up   tbemseWes,    He  belieYed 
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il^vi^  w*«  iiu  pmly,  i»r  mrml>er  of  a  ptrty,  ]  somt  oth»r  points  af«o  io  ilw  pretrat  Imw, 
wh«t  »lh|Mi1««l  llif«  liriinfili  flic  country  had  j  which  h*:  wish^  to  hare  corrected.  One 
«|rMvi*tl  IVniii  Hiti  iiUMlrof  f-lftction  adopted  ,  of  iriei^  waj  thte  inrooten^eDce  which  arose 
muti>i  lhi>  Hi'l'i^i"  ^''M  *"'J  il  ^^^  thai  from  th»  in^bii-tj  of  a  co«jnvj  ccroner 
hiihIo  lin  ivUhmi  10  Muhitituto  hv  hi9  bill  .  to  hoid  inqq^M  in  diftficti  of  oiher 
All  ihn  |irPHiiiif»  in  the  elections  of  cojnty  Iconntie*.  which  were  oearsr  lo  hirn  than 
«Mirt>iii*r«.  Thin  nil Ijjf.'Ct  had  o^.cupi^  the  to  the  coronen  of  tho^e  d's'ricts.  In 
Mlliiiilliiii  fif  l'firh:imMitof  hte  je^M  ;  and  consequence  of  thi«,  great  eipense  bad 
ihnitiCoin,  h<?  did  not  thii;k  it  wai  necr*-  !  been  iricurred  ;  and  in  one  coonty,  wihin 
iury  fo  dw^ll  on  the  ^reat  iriconvenien're.  a  certain  period,  there  was  a  considerable 
thn  fiitiidH,  and  the  unriecet^ary  exp'^ridi-  nu^nber  of  deaths,  in  not  one  of  wLfch  was 
turn  of  thr  fsxi^tin^  ly^tem.  Ffe  wouid  :  an  inq-jest,  on  account  of  the  enormou« 
now  iiiftt<:  fo  th':  Mo'jv;  tr.*:  r.^tufc  ^J  the  expense  of  brin^in^  the  coroner;  there- 
inRa^iin:  which  he  ir.»end«:d  lo  propoi*:.  i  fo:.-,  I.';  |.r j[,o«eJ,  il;at  co»i'i1y  coroners 
Iti  the  first  place,  the  bi  1  would  provide,  '■  siiouid  h'^id  inqije*ts  in  those  detached 
I  hilt  Ihr;  county  bf;  divided  into  a  nuTiber  |  parts  of  adjoining  counties.  His  bill 
of  districts — that  the  election  thould  l>e  i  would  also  contain  a  clause  for  a  difierenC 
held  only  in  the  districts  for  which  a  co-  ;  rate  of  alloAance.  that  which  was  now 
roner  wai  to  U;  elected,  and  thai  the  elec-  '  adopted  being  highly  objectionable.  The«e 
tlon  should  terrninatr-  in  one  day,  instead  ■  were  the  principal  alterations  which  the 
of  l><:ing  conlinu':d  for  a  period  of  "creral  ■  bill  would  go  to  effect;  and  he  hofied, 
daya  as 
ations  h< 


at  present,     'f  i.e^e  were  the  al":r- 1  that  the  Hou«e  would  see  the  anomaloas 
e  intended  to  propose  with  re;^ard    nature  of  the  existing  law»  and  adupt  the 


to  the  mode  of  election  ;  but  there  was 


another    important    alteration    whi^-h    he        Mr.  Hume  would  not  oppose  the  iotro- 


fthould  mention  to  the  House.  It  did  ap- 
|ieftr  to  him  very  desirat)le,  that  some 
amendment  should  take  place  in  the  con- 
stituency by  which  coroners  were  now 
elected.  1  he  laws  with  regard  to  the 
election  of  coroners  were  very  ancient ;  it 


measure  he  proposed. 


duction  of  the  bill  ofihc  hon.  Geolleman; 
but  he  be?zed  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  on- 
derstand,  that  he  did  not  concur  in  the 
opinion  he  had  expresstd  with  regard  lo 
narrowing  the  right  uf  voting,  and  placing 
that  ri^ht  soiclv  on  the  elective  fianchise 


had  never  ln;en  defined  by  hiw  what  the    ot'thc  Reform  Hill,  which  meant,  that  no 

Si  ■!'  i*  '^  111  S  111  ll  1.  A 


constituency  was,  iind  he  t>elicved,  it  was 
rather  by  custom  than  by  statute  that  an 
election  was  noiv  made  by  freeholders, 
whatever  might  l>e  the  extent  of  tlieir  [iro- 
perty.  At  the  same  time,  it  should  be 
observed,  that  the  election  was  now  con- 
fined to  freeholders,  and  that  icascholders 
and  others  who  had  the  franchise  in  the 
choice  of  represenlativ(-s  for  the  county, 
had  not  the  ri(;lit  of  votinc;  in  the  election 
of  coroners.  Very  crreat  abuses  and  frauds 
obtained  under  tlie  exist in«^  law.  f)nc 
instance  in  illustration  :  in  the  county  of 
Shropshire,  n  few  years  ago,  there  was  a 
contested  election  for  the  ofiirc  of  coroner, 
at  which  from  30,000  to  40,000  persons 
voted  ;  ?k\\A  he  believed  he  should  be  borne 
out  in  saying,  that  there  was  not  that 
iiuml)er  of  voters  in  the  county.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  adopt  the  principle  he 
proposed,  that  the  constituency  should  be 
go  narrowed  as  to  be  the  same  as  the 
county  constituency  in  the  elections  for 
Mcml)Grs  of  Parliament,  and  that  the  re- 
gister of  county  electors  for  Members  of 
Parliament,  should  be  the  register  of  the 
electors  for  county  coroners.    There  were 


freeholder  should  be  al loured  to  vote  for  a 
coroner  unless  his  freehold  was  of  the  value 
of  409.  a-vcar.  He  did  not  think  it  would 
he  fair  to  permit  any  such  limitation  of  the 
franchise  ;  for,  in  his  opinion,  by  the  an- 
r-icnt  law  of  the  land,  every  freeholder, 
whatever  the  amount  of  the  value  of  his 
freehold  might  be,  had  a  right  to  vote  for 
coroner,  on  the  principle,  that  the  life 
of  the  poorest  man  was  of  as  much  im- 
portance as  that  of  the  lichest.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  see  the  least  reason  for 
limiting  the  franchise.  The  bill  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman  might  contain  aome  good 
and  proper  regulations  ;  but  upon  the 
grounds  he  had  referred  to,  he  must  say, 
that  he  shouhl  give  his  opposition  in  every 
stage  to  everything  that  would  have  the 
effect  of  narrowing  the  franchise. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  had  seconded  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  Friend  because  he 
thou<>ht  the  law  atfccling  coroners  re* 
(|uin>d  to  be  altered  ;  and  he  trusted  hit 
hon.  Friend  would  extend  his  bill  to  Ire- 
lanil,  for  the  common  law  of  the  land 
11  pern  this  subject  was  the  same  in  both 
countries.    All   the    freeholderi    of   the 
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county  were  entitled,  whatever  the  amount 
of  their  property  might  be,  to  vote  in  the 
election  of  coroner,  and  as  the  law  now 
stood,  an  election  was  productive  of  an 
enormous  expense  to  those  who  were  can- 
didates for  the  office.  The  entire  free- 
holders of  the  county  had  to  be  brought  up 
to  the  poll,  there  was  no  register  in  exist- 
ence— ihere  was  no  check — and,  in  con- 
sequence, the  parties,  who  were  candi- 
dates, might  practise  the  grossest  frauds, 
for  the  purpose  of  putting  their  opponents 
to  expense.  The  immense  number  of 
electors,  and  the  other  circumstances  he 
had  mentioned^  occasioned  a  consider- 
able expenditure,  and  opened  a  wide  door 
to  the  practice  of  fraud.  With  regard  to 
the  narrowing  of  the  number  of  the  con- 
stituency, he  must  say,  that  they  could 
not  have  a  lower  qualification  than  a  40s. 
freeholder ;  and  he  thought  that,  by  giving 
the  right  of  voting  to  the  leaseholders 
and  occupiers,  who  possessed  the  suffrage 
under  the  Reform  Act,  they  would  be 
rather  increasing  than  diminishing  the 
number  in  some  counties.  They  would, 
by  this  means,  take  off  the  small  free- 
holders, and  put  on  the  leaseholders,  and 
50/.  occupiers;  and  for  a  check  ihey 
would  have  the  register  of  Parliamentary 
electors.  They  would  then  know  who 
came  to  the  poll,  whereas,  at  present,  it 
was  not  known  who  voted.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  felt  that  the  country 
was  indebted  to  his  hon.  Friend  for  draw- 
ing the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
subject,  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
passed  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Warburton  would  not  offer  any 
opposition  to  bringing  in  the  bill.  So  far 
as  it  went  in  giving  greater  facilities  for 
holding  the  polls — for  instance,  instead  of 
one  polling  place,  giving  several  districts, 
in  each  of  which  there  should  be  a  poll — 
he  should  not  object  to  it ;  but  when  the 
hon.  Member  spoke  of  narrowing  the 
franchise,  and  cutting  down  the  free- 
holders, who  were  the  old  constituents  for 
counties — when  he  spoke  of  cutting  down 
that  constituency  to  the  standard  of  the 
Reform  Act,  and  introducing  the  system 
of  registration,  with  all  its  vexations — he 
did  hope,  when  the  bill  came  to  the  second 
reading,  it  would  meet  with  the  most 
dogged  resistance  from  the  House.  In 
looking  at  the  business  which  came  before 
the  coroner,  it  would  at  once  be  seen  how 
desirable  it  was  that  the  franchise  should 
be  of  the  widest  possible  nature.    It  ap- 


peared to  him  that  a  popularly —*  rerjf 
popularly  elected  officer  should  be  the 
officer  to  investigate  such  questions  as 
might  come  under  the  cognizance  of  co- 
roners. For  these  reasons,  the  House 
must  closely  scrutinise  the  proposition 
of  the  hon.  Member,  when  it  came  btfdre 
them. 

Mr.  Gaily  Knight  thanked  his  hoDtf 
Friend  for  his  proposed  bill.  He  thought 
that  at  present  a  coroner  was  an  offiotr 
of  a  most  anomalous  character,  and  that^ 
therefore,  an  alteration  should  be  made  io 
the  law.  It  was  exceedingly  desirable 
that  there  should  be  a  legislative  enact- 
ment, defining  the  duties  of  the  coroner^ 
more  than  they  were  at  present ;  and  he 
considered  that  the  alteration  in  the  mode 
of  taking  the  elections,  as  contemplated 
by  the  proposed  bill,  would  be  a  great 
improvement.  There  was  one  suggestion^ 
however,  which  he  wished  to  make,  aod 
it  was,  that^  in  case  of  illness,  or  of  great 
emergency,  the  coroner  for  a  county  should 
be  allowed  to  exercise  his  office  by  deputy. 
He  also  thought  that  some  alteration  in 
the  mode  of  summoning  juries  should  be 
adopted. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  should  be  glad  to  see 
an  alteration  in  the  existing  law,  and  wal 
of  opinion^  that  a  clause  might  with  ad- 
vantage be  introduced,  providing  that 
notes  should  be  taken  of  all  cases^ 
particularly  those  of  great  importance^ 
which  he  hoped  to  allude  to  on  a  future 
occasion.  He  believed,  from  the  inform- 
ation conveyed  through  the  public  press 
— and  he  had  read  it  with  great  care,  and 
believed  it  to  be  correct — that  it  was 
desirable  the  public  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  transactions  which  took 
place  before  the  coroner  by  some  authentic 
record  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Pakington  remarked,  that  his  prin* 
cipal  object  in  introducing  this  bill  was 
in  the  first  place,  to  prevent  fraud,  add 
in  the  next  place,  to  reduce  the  expendi- 
ture. 

Leave  given. 

Alteration  in  Conveyancing. 
Mr.  James  Stewart  moved  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  rendering  a  release  is 
effectual  for  the  conveyance  of  freehold 
estates,  as  a  lease  and  release  by  the  same 
parties.  The  most  usual  plan  of  convey- 
ance at  present  in  existence  was  this. 
First,  the  party  selling  conveyed  the  estate 
to  the  purchaser,  by  a  lease  for  a  jeaff  tad 
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office  authorities  and  put  into  the  post»  the 
foreign  rate  of  postage  being  charged  upon 
them.  Formerly  there  was  a  power  in  the 
secretary  of  the  Post-office  to  remit  or 
moderate  that  heavy  charge,  but  now 
that  officer  declined  to  continue  the  cus- 
tom. He  had  lately  received  from  Ame- 
rica several  public  documents  and  Parlia- 
mentary papers,  open  at  the  ends,  for 
which  he  had  been  charged  a  postage 
after  the  foreign  rate  of  W.  Is.  or  1/.  10$. 
He  had  offered  to  pay  the  reduced  Eng- 
lish rate,  which  would  have  amounted  to 
ten  or  fifteen  shillings ;  but  he  had  re- 
ceived no  reply  to  his  letters,  and  the  pub- 
lic lost  the  reduced  charge,  for  the  papers 
were  burnt.  The  individuals  who  brought 
the  papers  over  would  have  brought  them 
to  town  and  delivered  them  free  of  charge 
but  the  inquisitors  of  the  Post-office  seized 
upon  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  letter, 
sent  the  parcels  through  the  post,  and  then 
charged  the  accumulative  rate.  He  thought 
that  this  was  a  good  ground  of  complaint; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  noble  Lord,  who 
had  already  performed  such  a  useful  part 
with  respect  to  the  Post-office,  would  in- 
quire into  the  matter,  and  have  the  griev- 
ance redressed 

Lord  Seymour  promised  inquiry,  but  he 
apprehended  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  letters,  the 
mails  could  not  afford  to  give  as  much 
accommodation  for  these  parcels  as  for- 
merly. 

Mr.  Shaw  remarked,  that  he  understood 
the  receipts  of  the  Post-office  in  Ireland 
had  been  reduced  by  the  late  alteration 
from  600,000/.  a-year  to  6,000/. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  his  complaint  was,  that 
the  parcels  were  taken  by  force  from  those 
who  would  deliver  them  free,  and  that  they 
were  then  charged  with  the  foreign  postage; 
so  that  a  pamphlet  worth  Is.  6c/.,  might 
be  charged  14s.  or  15^.  If  the  English 
rate  of  M.  an  ounce  were  charged,  he 
would  make  no  objection. 

Returns  ordered. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  February  19,  1841. 

M1NCTK8.]  Bill.  Read  a  firtt  time :— For  the  more  effec- 
tual Adminuttration  of  Justice. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Lord  Ellenborough,  fVom  Glasgow, 
for  an  Equalization  of  the  Duties  on  Colonial  Produce. — 
By  the  Marquess  of  Normanby.  from  Doncaster,  in  favour 
of  the  Drainage  and  Buildings  Bill.— By  Lord  Brougham, 
firom  Chester,  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Punishment  of 
Death  except  tat  Murder  and  Treason, 


Trial  op  the  Earl  of  CABDiGAir.-^ 
Duelling.]  The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury 
moved  that  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardi- 
gan he  forthwith  printed  and  published* 

The  Earl  of  Eldon  said,  there  were  some 
matters  connected  with  the  subject  of  the  no- 
ble Earl's  motion,  that  he  could  not  allow  to 
pass  without  notice.  On  the  occasion  of  the 
trial  of  the  noble  Earl  it  appeared  that  an 
order  was  issued  calling  on  those  who  had 
business  at  the  House  to  attend  in  their 
places.  Now,  by  an  order  of  the  House, 
which  was  on  their  Lordships'  table,  it  ap- 
peared that  Masters  in  Chancery  were  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  messengers  to  their 
Lordships,  and  were  therefore  included  in 
the  order  to  attend  on  that  occasion.  One 
of  the  Masters  had,  in  consequence,  come 
down  to  the  House,  and  applied  for  admis- 
sion, but  he  was  refused,  on  the  ground 
that  he  had  no  order  from  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain. One  would  suppose,  that  standing 
in  such  a  situation,  he  did  not  require  sucn 
an  order.  There  was  another  point,  which 
he  conceived  demanded  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  would  be  perceived,  by  the 
statement  of  tlie  proceedings  on  that  day, 
that  the  right  rev.  Prelates  towards  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  trial  asked  permission  to 
withdraw,  and  withdrew  accordingly.  In 
a  portion  of  the  address  made  by  the  Attor- 
ney-general to  their  Lordships,  the  learned 
Gentleman  made  use  of  a  certain  expres- 
sion, no  doubt  out  of  his  kind  regard  to- 
wards the  noble  Earl  at  the  bar,  in  which 
!us  feelings  seemed  to  have  carried  him  a 
little  beyond  what  he  originally  intended. 
The  expression  to  which  he  alluded  was 
this — **  That  he  (the  Attorney-general)  was 
glad  that  nothing  of  moral  delinquency  had 
occurred  in  this  case."  He  was  perfectly 
prepared  to  say,  that  in  the  present  state  of 
society  in  this  country,  it  was  difEcult  to 
suppose  that  it  could  go  on  as  it  now  did, 
unless  certain  allowances  were  made  for  the 
feelings  of  respectable  individuals  placed  in 
situations  of  great  difficulty,  where,  per- 
haps, their  sentiments  differed  materially 
from  the  line  of  conduct  which  they  were 
pursuing.  No  man  was  more  ready  to  make 
that  allowance  than  he  himself  was.  Biif, 
even  admitting  that,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  Attorney-general,  in  making  the 
observation  to  which  he  had  alluded,  had 

fone  a  little  beyond  the  true  line  of  duty, 
fow,  as  the  trial  had  gone  off  on  matter 
totally  irrelevant  to  that  point — as  no 
opinion  of  their  Lordships  had  been  giren 
on  the  subject — as,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
matter  was  now  placed  before  t]ie  public 
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in  this  8t(^te— and  as,  at  the  latter  part  of 
the  4ayt  the  ri^ht  rev.  Prelates  as  well  as 
several  noble  Lords  had  retired  from  the 
Hoqsej — he  thought  it  right  to  notice  the 
subject,  lest  it  might  be  supposed  that  their 
Lordships  concurred  in  the  sentiment  to 
which  he  had  referred.  He  believed,  that 
their  Lordships  would  concur  with  him  in 
saying,  that,  in  whatever  situation  a  Gen- 
tleman might  be  placed,  when  driven  to  have 
recourse  to  duelling,  it  was  not  a  custom 
that  was  sanctioned  either  by  the  law  or  by 
the  moral  principles  of  the  country.  Each 
specific  case  must  stand  between  the  indi- 
vidual, his  conscience,  and  his  God  ;  but  he 
could  not  conceive  it  possible  how  any  man 
could  pursue  such  a  course  without  some 
delinquency  being  attached  to  the  act,  how- 
ever the  circumstances  in  each  particular 
case  might  diminish  the  amount  of  delin- 
quency. He  begged  pardon  for  calling 
toeir  Lordships'  attention  to  this  subject,  but 
be  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  notice  it. 

The  Bishop  of  London  hoped  it  would 
npt  go  forth  to  the  public,  that  if  the  right 
rev.  Prelates  had  been  present  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  trial  they  would  have  con- 
sidered themselves,  more  than  any  other 
Member  of  their  Lordships'  House,  impli- 
cated in  any  expression  of  sentiment  made 
use  of  by  the  Attorney-general.  If  he  had 
been  present  on  the  occasion,  he  should 
hi|ve  listened  to  the  expression  of  those 
sentiments  to  which  reicrence  had  been 
made  with  deep  regret }  and  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  state,  that  there  was  notj  in  the 
matter  before  their  Lordships,  anything,  in 
his  opinion,  that  called  for  the  expression 
of  any  such  sentiments  on  the  part  of  the 
legal  officer  of  the  Crown  who  filled  the 
situation  of  public  prosecutor  on  that  occa- 
sion; and  who,  it  appeared  to  him,  had 
gone  beyond  the  limits  uf  )us  province  in 
making  them.  The  noble  Earl  having  al- 
luded to  the  absence  of  the  right  rev.  bench 
(the  reasons  for  which  absence  their  Lord- 
ships would  no  doubt  justly  appreciate), 
ht  felt  himself  bound  to  say  that  he  entire- 
\y  ccmcurrcd  in  the  sentiments  which  the 
noble  £larl  had  expressed ;  and  although, 
had  he  been  present  on  the  occasion,  lie 
should  have  forborne  from  any  attempt 
to  give  expression  to  his  own  sentiments 
(because,  looking  to  the  whole  principle  of 
the  proceeding,  it  was  hardly  comiKtent 
for  their  Lordships  to  enter  into  discussion 
on  such  a  subject),  yet  he  now  expressed  a 
strong  hope  that  the  recent  unfortunate  oc- 
currence, togcthei  with  other  cases  which 
had  occurred   during  the  last  few  years. 


would  induce  their  Lordshipg,  ai  the  chief 
component  part  of  the  Legislature,  to  take 
the  question  into  their  deep  and  serious 
consideration,  and  to  say  whether  tome* 
thing  could  not  be  done  to  put  an  end  to 
that  which  was  a  shame  and  a  scandal.  It 
was  a  custom  derived  from  the  barbarous 
ages.  It  was  the  remains  of  that  system  of 
chivalry  which,  though  perhaps  it  ipight 
have  been  of  great  use  at  the  time  when  it 
prevailed,  was  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
manners  and  customs  of  the  present  day. 
The  system  in  which  it  originated  had  long 
passed  by,  but  it  had  unliapptly  \e(i  behind 
it  one  of  its  worst  features,  in  the  barba- 
rous, wicked,  and  unchristian  practice  of 
duelling. 

The  Earl  of  Shqftesbuiy  said,  with  re- 
ference to  the  statement  made  by  the  noble 
Earl  (Eldon),  that  all  the  peers  and  judges 
were  ordered  to  attend  on  the  trial ;  but 
the  Masters  in  Chancery,  by  virtue  of  their 
office,  as  messengers  of  the  House,  bad  no 
claim  to  attend  on  that  occanon. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  said,  that 
the  right  rev.  bench  in  retiring  from  the 
House  had  acted,  on  this  occasion,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  established  practice.  It 
was  customary  for  them  in  criminal  caaes 
to  hear  the  evidence  on  both  sidea,  but  to 
ask  leave  to  retire  when  the  verdit^  was 
about  to  be  considered  and  given. 

Lord  EUenhorough  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  bishops  were  no  more  compelled  to  ask 
for  leave  to  quit  the  House,  in  cases  of 
trials  for  criminal  oiTences,  than  any  other 
members  of  it.  The  House,  it  was  true, 
could  compel  the  attendance  of  peeis  at  all 
its  proceedings,  but  the  House  bad  no 
power  to  compel  any  Peer  to  give  his 
vote.  Cases  might  arise  when  a  noble 
Lord  could  not  conscientiously  give  an 
opinion  on  the  subject  before  the  House, 
and  he  was  at  perfect  liberty  to  retire.  He 
well  recollected,  at  what  was  called  the 
Queen's  trial,  the  understanding  was,  that 
any  peer  who  thought  proper  might  with- 
draw from  the  decision. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  had  no 
doubt  that  a  peer  had  a  right  to  withdraw, 
and  not  to  vote,  if  he  pleased.  But  he  ap- 
prehended the  reason  why  the  bishops,  when 
they  wished  to  retire,  did  so  under  pro- 
test was,  lest,  if  they  did  not  adopt  that 
course,  it  might  be  inferred,  that  they  re- 
tired because  they  hail  no  right  to  vote. 
Their  object  was  to  assert  and  maintain 
their  right  of  sitting  at  all  proceediiigx, 
and  of  giving  their  votes,  if  ihcy  deemed 
it  necessary. 
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Lord  Jicdesdale  said^  the  bishops,  in  the 
case  of  the  Duchess  of  Kingston,  had  re- 
tired under  a  similar  protest.  He  believed 
the  Lords  spiritual  always  put  in  this  claim, 
by  protest,  because  the  Peers  denied  their 
right  of  sitting  in  judgment  on  Peers. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftesbury  believed  the 
proceedings  would  be  found  to  have  been 
conducted  in  the  usual  form.  It  was  cus- 
tomary for  the  bishops  to  ask  leave  to  re- 
tire^  without  voting,  on  criminal  cases,  and 
it  had  been  done  on  this  occasion  as  on 
former  trials.  The  question  was  put  to 
their  Lordships  not  on  any  interlocutory 
point,  but  when  they  approached  a  verdict 
of  guilty  or  not  guilty.  It  was  at  that 
period  that  the  Arclibishop  of  Canterbury 
asked  leave  for  the  Lords  spiritual  to 
retire. 

Trial  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Earl  of  Mountcashell  wished  to  put 
a   question  to  her  Majesty's  Government 
on  the   subject  which  had   recently  been 
brought  under  their  Lordships*  attention. 
He    wished    to  know  whether  the  act  of 
the  1st  of  Victoria  was  framed  with  intent 
to    put    an  end    to  duelling  ?    If  so,  the 
trial  which  had   occurred,    could  only  be 
considered  a  mockery  of  justice.     If  their 
Lordships    were    really    of    opinion    that 
duelling  ought  to  be  put  an  end  to,  then 
another  measure,  stronger  than  that  now 
in  existence,   ought    to    be  adopted.     No 
later  than  yesterday  morning,  he  found  by 
the  public  prints,  a  duel  had  been  fought 
between  a   Mr.    Marsden   and  a  Culonel 
Paterson,  in  which  one  of  the  parties  was 
severely  wounded.     He,  therefore,  thought, 
that  this  was  a  proper  occasion  for  noticing 
the   subject.     He  was  one  of  those  who 
held   the  opinion,   that  by  proper  means 
duelling  might  be  put  a  stop  to,  the  more 
especially  if  measures  were  taken  to  afford 
just  redress  for  different  offences,  out  of 
which  duels  frequently  arose.    Some  mode, 
he  conceived,  pught  to  be  adopted,  to  give 
due  satisfaction  in  cases  of  minor  offences, 
as    well   as  those  of  a    more    grave   and 
serious  nature.     For  instance,  a  man  re- 
ceived some  degree  of  insult,  and  imme- 
diately called  the  aggressor  out.     Why  did 
he  thus  call  him  out  ?    Because  the  law 
afforded  him  no  proper  satisfaction.     There 
was  no  law  to  prevent  or  punish  the  offence 
under  which    the   challenger  felt  himself 
aggrieved.     In  this  respect  the  law  was 
extremely   defective.     Again,    if  a  man's 
daughter  were  seduced,  he  could  only  sue 
the  seducer  for  the  worth  of  her  services  ; 
and  who  would  be  satisfied  with  such  a 


mockery  of  justice  as  th^t  ?  So  long,  tbese- 
fore,  as  this  defective  state  of  the  law  i«- 
mained,  so  long  would  the  system  of  duel- 
ling prevail.     The  law,  it  was  8i4d,  de- 
manded reform  in  many  respects ;  but  o^« 
tainly  in  that  point  as  much  as  in  apf 
other.     He  believed  there  were  many  noUe 
Lords  who  felt  as  he  did  on  this  subject. 
Under   the  circumstances  which   hf>  h^d 
stated,  men  really  did  not  know  how  to 
act.     For  instance,  an  officer  in  the  armf 
received  an   affront.     His  brother  offipeis 
expected  that  he  should  go  out.   What  was 
he  to  do  ?    On  the  one  side,  if  he  went  out 
he  was  threatened  with  the  1st  of  Victoria; 
on  the  other^  if  he  refused,  he  was  ob- 
noxious  to   the  contempt  of  his  brother 
officers.     The   unfortunate    man    had    to 
choose  between  these  two  evils-     He  hoped 
and  trusted  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
would   take  this  matter  up,  and  that  he 
would  not  be  told  by  the  noble  Viscoupt 
that  he  ought  to  introduce  some  measure 
himself.     Ministers  owed  it  to  the  nation 
itself,  which  called  for  some  measure  on  the 
subject.     The  responsibility,  in  his  opinion, 
lay  entirely  with  Ministers ;  and,  therefore, 
he  called  on  them  to  produce  a  measure 
that  would  meet  the  evil.     If  they  were 
not  prepared,  let  them  appoint  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  subject.     Let  that  com- 
mittee investigate  the  matter  as  closely  as 
possible,  and  report  on  it  to  the  House; 
but  let   not   the  question  be  left  in  the 
state  in    which  it    was   at  present,  for, 
while  it   thus  remained,  no  man  in  the 
country   was  safe — no  man   was  exempt 
from  being  placed  in  fearful  jeopardy.    He 
should  conclude  by  asking,  whether  it  were 
the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Governmeat 
to  propose  any  measure  to  Parliament  for 
the  more  effectual  prevention  of  duelling ) 

Viscount  Melbourne  was  fully  sensible;  of 
the  great  importance  of  the  si^bject  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  had  directed  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  3  but,  in  answer  to 
his  question,  had  only  to  state,  that  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  did  not  mean  to  bring 
forward  any  measure  of  such  a  nature  fis 
the  noble  Earl  had  referred  to.  He  appre- 
hended that  the  noble  Earl  on  a  more  n^a 
ture  consideration  of  the  subject,  would  find 
that  the  actual  state  of  the  law,  as  it  now 
existed,  was  not  deficient  in  force,  and  that 
it  was  hardly  capable  of  being  made  more 
stringent  than  it  was  at  present. 

Poor-Law  (Ireland)— Election  op 
Guardians.]  The  Earl  of  OlengaU 
wished  to  ask  a  question  of  (he  noble 
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Marquess  opposite — namely,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters to  propose  an  alteration  of  the  Irish 
Poor-law  with  respect  to  the  voting  by 
papers  for  guardians,  and  as  to  the  man-  ] 
ner  in  which  the  returns  were  afterwards  ' 
made.  The  present  system  gave  rise  to 
much  confusion,  and  it  opened  the  door 
to  personation  and  perjury. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanhy  was  per- 
fectly ready  to  say,  that  the  attention  of 
her  Majesty's  Government  had  already 
been  turned  to  this  point,  and  care  would 
be  taken  that  the  future  elections  should, 
as  far  as  possible,  be  placed  on  an  unob- 
jectionable footing.  He  saw  no  reason  to 
alter  the  law ;  but  the  resident  commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Nicholls,  had  suggested  that 
the  clerks  of  the  unions,  as  in  many  cases 
in  England^  should  be  employed  as  re- 
turning officers,  and  they  would  perform 
the  duty  without  any  party  or  political 
feeling.  The  elections  would  take  place 
next  month,  and  he  had  every  confidence 
that  the  result  would  be  found  satisfac- 
tory. 

The  Earl  of  Glengall  felt,  that  in  many 
respects  the  clerks  of  the  unions  were  as 
objectionable  as  any  other  parties.  It  was 
his  intention,  in  a  few  days,  to  bring  the 
whole  subject  before  the  House. 

The  Marquess  of  Westmeath  said,  the 
substitution  of  the  clerks  of  the  unions  for 
special  returning  officers  would  not  re- 
move the  difficulty  complained  of  by  the 
counties.  The  mode  of  voting  by  papers 
was  highly  objectionable.  It  would  be 
very  desirable  that  the  mode  of  voting 
should  be  open— that  the  names  should, 
in  fact,  be  taken  down,  so  that  it  might  be 
properly  ascertained  whether  those  who 
came  forward  had  any  right  whatsoever  to 
vote.  One  of  the  worst  parts  of  the  sys- 
tem was,  that  where  improper  persons 
were  elected  there  was  no  remedy.  There 
was  no  mode  by  which  they  could  be 
removed.  The  number  of  petitions  that 
was  presented  last  year  on  this  subject 
sufficiently  proved  the  dissatisfaction  that 
prevailed. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanhy  said,  he 
had  no  recollection  of  the  petitions  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  alluded.  All  he 
could  say  was,  that  although  the  law 
might  be  liable  to  occasional  abuse,  every 
intention  existed  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  remedy  the  evil. 

The  Earl  of  Ftit^a// did  not  think  the 
system  was  liable  to  that  degree  of  abuse 


which  noble  Lords  opposite  seemed  to 
suppose. 

Lord  Fitzgerald  suggested*  that  instead 
of  converting  the  clerks  of  unions  into 
returning  officers,  it  would  be  better  to 
adopt  a  stricter  method  for  the  electioD  of 
special  returning  officers. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanhy  admitted 
that  the  point  was  well  worthy  of  consi- 
deration, but  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Nicholls  would  be  acted  on  in  the  mean* 
time  as  an  experiment. 

l^ord  Fitzgerald  and  Vetey  reminded 
the  noble  Marquess  that  the  duties  of 
clerks  of  unions  in  England  were  so  dif- 
ferent from  those  in  Ireland  as  to  afford 
no  analogy  whatever  in  this  matter. 

Lord  Glengall  said,  the  experiment  had 
already  been  tried  in  Tipperary,  where  a 
protest  had  been  signed  against  it  by  op- 
wards  of  eighty  rate-payers,  and  a  consi- 
derable number  of  the  l>oard  of  guardians. 

Delay  in  administering  Justice] 
Lord  Brougham  presented  a  petition  from 
Isaac  Winter,  of  Wilton,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset,  complaining  of  delays  in  the 
courts  of  law.  The  petitioner  stated,  that 
having  attained  the  age  of  70,  he  had 
been  a  litigant  for  the  last  twenty  years  in 
the  courts  of  Westminster,  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  that  time  in  their  Lord- 
ships' House,  The  proceedings  arose  oat 
of  an  action  of  ejectment,  which  was  tried 
twenty  years  ago,  and  still  remained  unde- 
cided. The  case  involved  points  of  ex- 
treme difficulty,  upon  which  arguments 
were  held  repeatedly  in  the  couru  below, 
where  great  difference  of  opinion  pre- 
vailed. When  brought  before  their  Lord- 
ships by  writ  of  error,  the  auistance  of  the 
judges  was  given;  it  was  again  argued  at 
great  length,  but  the  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  judges  was  by  no  means 
lessened.  A  second  argument  was  ordered 
about  a  year  and-a.half  since;  but  the 
doubts  and  difficulties  of  the  case  were 
not  apparently  lessened,  for  the  learned 
judges  had  not  yet  made  up  their  minds 
upon  the  subject.  Without  imputing 
blame  to  any  person,  he  hoped  the  long 
delay  which  had  taken  place  was  drawing 
towards  an  end,  and  that  shortly  after  the 
return  of  the  learned  Judges  from  circuit 
this  most  difficult  and  eml>arrassing  case 
would  be  finally  disposed  of. 

Jurisdiction  or  the  Privy  Coim- 
ciL.]     Lord  Brougham,  in  moving  that 
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certain  returns  relative  to  the  sittings  of 
the  Privy  Council   be  printed,  took  that 
opportunity  of  observing,  that  great  mis- 
conception prevailed  as  to  the  state   of 
business    in   that  very   important  court. 
These  returns,  for  which  he  had  moved 
some  time  since,  and  which  had  now  been 
laid  on  the  Table,  would  show  the  utter 
groundlessness  of  the  statements  which 
bad  been  made  on  this  subject.     Instead 
of  sitting  for  eighteen  days  only,  as  had 
been  represented,  the  Judicial  Ck)mmittee 
of  the  Privy  Council  had  sat  thirty-six 
days  in  1840;  and,  in  other  years,  twenty- 
eight,  thirty-four,  forty  three,    and  even 
forty-eight   days,   an   amount  of  sittings 
amply  sufficient  to  despatch  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  court.     He  remembered  the 
time  when  they  sat  only  nine,  twelve,  and 
thirteen  days  in  the  year.     With  respect 
to  the  state  of  the  business,  since  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Judicial  Committee  from 
310  to  320  cases,  all  of  great  length  and 
importance,  had  been  disposed  of,  and  the 
present  arrear,  if  such  it  could  be  called, 
was  smaller  than  perhaps  any  other  court 
could  boast.     Exclusive  of  those  from  the 
native  courts  of  India,  there  were  only  six 
appeals  standing  ready  for  hearing  fronr) 
all  the  colonies  of  the  empire.    Of  appeals 
from  the  Indian  courts  there  were  only 
six,  and  of  those  from  the  Consistorial  and 
Admiralty  Courts  a  like  number,  making 
a  total  of  but  eighteen  ;  and  that  these 
formed  nothing  like  an  arrear  would  be 
still  further  apparent  when  the  dates  were 
considered  at  which  they  were  first  ready 
for  hearing.     Before  the  month  of  No- 
vember,  there  were  only  five  cases,  exclu- 
sive of  Indian  appeals,  ready  for  hearing, 
every  one  of  which  had  been  got  ready 
subsequent  to  last  March.  Of  the  appeals 
from  the  native  Indian  courts  there  were 
forty   years*   arrears    when    the   Judicial 
Committee  commenced  their  labours,  none 
of  which  could  ever  have  come  to  a  hear- 
ing, having  been  sent  over  by  parties  ig- 
norant of  the  legal   proceedings  of  this 
country,  and  without   instructions  to  any 
one  to  prosecute  them  ;  but  the  committee 
having  been  authorized  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine them,  with  the  consent  of  the  East- 
India  Company,  whose  conduct  had  been 
most  unexceptionable,  most  of  those  cases, 
chiefly  at  their  expense,  had  been  heard, 
so  that  comparatively  but  a  small  number 
remained  ;  and,  as  he  had  stated,  but  six 
of  them  were  now  ready  for  a  hearing.    In 
justice  to  the  court  and  to  the  learned 
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judges  who  devoted  so  large  a  portion  of 
their  time  to  the  public  without  the  slight' 
est  remuneration,  he  thought  it  but  fair 
that  these  details  should  be  known. 
Returns  to  be  printed. 

Poor-Law  (Irelan  d) — Valuations.] 
Lord  Olengall  rose  to  move  for  copies  of 
the  letters  addressed  by  Mr.  NicboUs  to 
the  Assistant  Poor-law  Commissioners  of 
Ireland,  respecting  inquiries  they  were 
directed  to  make  regarding  the  valuations 
of  unions,  in  obedience  to  the  directions 
of  the  Irish  government.  It  appeared  by 
a  letter  published  in  the  newspapers,  that 
Mr.  Nicholls,  the  resident  commissioner, 
had  written  to  the  other  Poor-law  Com- 
missioners, desiring  them  to  give  every 
facility  to  Messrs.  Decie  and  Haig,  "  in 
comparing  the  number  and  description  of 
rate-payers  entered  on  the  valuation  with 
the  persons  registered  as  being  entitled  to 
exercise  the  Parliamentary  franchise." 
He  had  no  doubt,  from  facts  which  had 
come  to  his  knowledge,  that  the  letter  was 
authentic,  and  his  reason  for  moving  for 
its  production  was,  that  any  calculations 
which  could  be  founded  on  such  inspec- 
tion of  the  valuations  must  be  fallacious. 
Few  valuations  had  been  completed  in 
any  of  the  Irish  unions;  in  the  south, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  there  were  none, 
and  where  they  did  exist,  so  many  objec- 
tions had  been  lodged,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  form  any  calculation  until 
the  appeals  had  been  disposed  of.  There 
was  another  point  deserving  of  some 
notice.  It  appeared  that  these  inspections 
were  to  be  conducted  with  the  greatest 
possible  secresy.  The  letter  concluded 
thus:  — 

"  It  is  very  important  that  these  examina^ 
tions  and  comparisons  should  be  conducted  as 
quietly  as  possible,  and  in  a  way  to  excite  the 
least  attention  and  remark ;  and  you  are  re- 
quested to  be  particularly  guarded  on  that 
head  in  your  communications  with  the  union 
functionaries,  and  with  any  other  persons  to 
whom  you  may  have  occasion  to  apply." 

He  could  not  conjecture  why  the 
injunction  of  secresy  had  been  given  ;  but 
this  he  would  say,  that  much  which  had 
been  done  relative  to  the  administration 
of  Poor-laws  in  Ireland  had  given  rise  to 
very  unpleasant  suspicions,  that  the  com- 
missioners were  in  some  respects  used  for 
political  purposes. 

The  Marquess  of  Nomianhy  had  no 
objection  to  the  production  of  the  corres- 
2B 


^tf. 


i  '^.  •  J-At 


/r',iu/f  .  -  ' 


\  I    >.-f  il  • 


i>i#«<a«iii;- 


M« 


/Ji*rt 


'1  tf  -  lii**<*  .  C  ■  t*»--  ■: 
iil/\iiri  »t     il". n"ii.r.»i'j  :  «     I  ■  II*  .■  */^*  I  U'tflt. 

«iaf^i'         ^•*  f        "-  ■     ■■!    ,-in  <•••!  .•■  ■'.    ■ 

l.ii-  !•      «v       .*»       »<•  ice      rij I ■».*.»;      ■■"•*.     •. :.t 

^.•>       i**'^,  ■       •>      kftb{'»      '.      lei."/ 

't  .•      '-f  I  '.       i-#»  I  V      *^^i<"      •-      t  ■■•-''     •'  .'1- 


t  ■'  t»i"  I » •"* 


r  I 


•  .'f  t-lS  .    ."  f  i  i-     IV 


!  >■ 


3.  J3LVE        1'      t.4i 


I  J1 


I  .«        »*  ^  J  « 


•,  f;ni,t[^ 


•"^^ 


*  iii  «Ii<|iI|>J':b-  -i  i\if»M'ltlifi  fill  (H 
!•«««  «i^4  tfi.  iiiif  II  li*4i:*fli^  I  .<|>it';  IllLi 
li.i  %<;'■  i'..i!«f(/l(iii:  i'«  |#li/';-:*r(in:;  uiil 
•«.  if.«(  *ifiii«(  tift  (/I  tilt  vi;*'  (IH*  tif  11L« 
i)fi  >»i'  it««(  (iii*.':i<:(  111-  iltiriiwifi  It  I. 
»  M/MiiiiMt<fi.<rwt«i  Kff'  ^•'*:i  itry.fiiU*rl  injii 
lift  i/i/.»l(  vi'  fr',ii«i.(it.iii.  it  III*  ^wiri.ir 
«.f«iii)ii(.»ifuifi-ir   .i.*r.iii^,,'.ti«r  tn**,^  itut  (ii^'.'U- 


i9t    nsrovB     c     7»< 
lad     la     ti     -  Li  jiiweeno.    ii 

I  ■  Hit     **T-    lllil-?  coo: 

1    i**'  uiiiiiio..  c     OBSt:  X    Aive 

t*ee?«     1     nic    tnt    tc-    ?i 

tvi9t'    oart     S'.    o> 
'.IV    act-  c    logs-. 

i.i£.    uc    a   icrtBr"  icivr.- ««!> 

BUU-.     a"    ok    sc:  wis.    or    mt 

ui-.-r*.  uDa  ta--  sonsec:  uao.  taat  iniijy 

liK  BUtK*  A'  cmon; 

Tj*  IiiiT  0    Ginuj^ 
o   lif  i>;rfoiir  cr   irnaat 

iifiMni-  a   Ills  notiinis  IC. 

'-'fii»siti*;riiir  tiia:  tiif  mun.  mi 

wtt:    ii    ttit  coun?^  o'  TiOMFH^.  Ik  moK 

ay    liij*  .iuci  s.  iioicse 

4iiuaiiiii  wnirM  wa.-  fa- 


•  i,M,(    'kiH     .iiit'i     III..:- }#<.)ii<.iVilir  ii:    '.lfUa<    '.•  -      ;Mlt.         lllIl*fC!L    IK 


niuct. 


ii.nA     .:    \i'   '.lit    i*«Jtl«i     !.«!''     tiu(   li*i«t.  IKdlit 

■ 

i»     '.1.4    -.tii'fi  I'll    ;'tiy/«;«i         .Itil     '.tj«'_*    UMIIII-- 
.«       m(>|"*>*'''      V*     iii<,*>      itlitl''       11      *li« 
in.'    ".im     ".lit"    t!iit    ,*t»*:*:i     I. 


,V      <'»t.      *i'       ,11*     f.i.   #.'       ¥'ti\iil       '.li''»      lltl'.       II 


•  «.<  •     ••  '.4t*i'r;>i     I'l/*.**       .tti      :itiV|*^"  •         -  ti*. 
i"'*'^  -.•.f     t.V>tiftiiiffni'.«lit"r     t'.ili'.'tf  i:{       't      '.IK 

..».ttf«       A    '•!••  M^l'    itif  ''It         '.t**        1  f  ■•l-t«  .1*.*! 

^.|i4..f     •!      V4*'t'lt'.'%      *"M<      V#l  •■.!        ^••'^•k'.'l.'C       *.•_» 

•■  4!.*.i*/    t.i.ii.i  ^.      t '.M  I     'y   ',  vr>.»'.      »'ti*.    liktt 
*4iM  •  .(.<      "11%     '."vi*  •    ..■.•i'«j'.'ii      .•••i»     »  J'.irjl 
.kU     r  l.«^w'.<  <<f'.t    V*      111    »4     l"«-    •.»•»         '!«'      •..»*\ 
4.t.<      I   ■. ■•4.<     •.«'       I.t     *.V.  "M     i»'.  ",•••   t.-^     •    1       l,», 

0<.i»' ■',     '.''     f  \  t  '  '.    i  \.t        \      M-'-'i'.i:..     '^       ^'.i 

4V4.'.  *»      '.I*         I    y*  •!.«.■•     «i'.'.    •  €»•;    '^.'M  U  r    I., 

4A      '.'tti  t  ^.«        «  *'•'.         tit  t        •  vit*  ■  '^         '  I  •         -it 

•.^.•vic  v'    «.■!♦'.  •  »■*  •♦v-.'C'  •-'.  •     •  ■..»    v:r." 

«.  >     '.*4  4  *,i..-.  '  t      'V     C    h*  V     ■•  •*!.•►      ^t*.      ■  .'t 

•  4.>B  .  » * '  ^  •    <     '  ■•    •'. ' .»      '   I  >  •  •  I  C ;  b'  •  |.    t'  • 

*-»^    4  •  M.\     **  •,     «     ^  »   ■      ".H      t  U  >    ■.  »  •   -       .*-■•' 

'1:11*.  .     •  t    V.  «  «   ••    t^         •-*       fc  •'"...";•'.'•    ^  »  ► 


iiiu:  Uit^r  iive>  ur  vrei.  ne 
iH  eiiUiiiitrtfrtfL  n'-  tui^ii^;:  «iieli  ^niii 
ci«H..iii!:*.ium  utia'JiisL  u  titer  nonifli  in  m 
iniiiii'.  uiicumcn'..  w^  Iubk  mmt 
Wiiti  Ml  Li  xuiiiii:  odiun  nni 
'jiiiiHfMHft  :i:u'  lit  vit««fl!i'  ;iiK 
Sutjiiiir:^  u'  u^ffiT  nmnetisiiMon.  Tktt 
u;t»T>  niipi:  liuvf  tMifu.  uriumuil  nf  lu  it 
vii»  '."u!  .  Du:  ;tia:  :iim  «tuiiuii 
]^i»n:'i«c  II-  itioL  pver  Ui»  vclisdukF  bI 
i:iat  u*:»-i.  Miiive^ec  IL  WW  ef*!*iMiikr 
*-i:'.'kati-L  111  1.-7  Tm  C!K!rfc  v*hA  liid 
lit  lit    ti..i:'-;i:i;h:i:iiif   cnuui  iiOftiiiBlv 

'.HI..'.:.*.::    v.    C-.    n:  :    !■€    miuc 
iwi.!t  »:   i*.4t  Utiiit  ;•''  «libx  lie 
i:.'^    r.  viii   ii^i    L*f£i:«  ui 
•■:■:.■.  ;.:.*  "  \:  r.«  :«  »Mi«t  n 


". >  .'  .1  :/:'■»  :i:.kri   c^  cmA'ttufln.    Ik 

»:  •  *    jy-^    le-ry    : .-^r    a;   yc^giigt  m  iIm 
'. .  -l:t  :i  T  ;;»*riri.  Ai  !i  nt  well  ki 
I   «  i-u  4i   br   ccr.iM'.ed  It  tbe  oetl 
:  :r. :  :>c  Ri itCA.  ard  Repeal  eoamtU 


PSHty 


« i,i<  II   •.•Mpci,    i^    fi.A'^    f';iit.frr     ii^^i'Tj    ''.or::  ;he  T^luafors' bookt  vkat  the  ■■■• 

<«|i'i'i  fl«t:  fti«l/i'.«l,  Itif    fftutC    'A    tiK  f:;i    Kv 
«<^iiM  f«i4b«   k«i«it»fi  lo  lti«:ir  l/yf'Jt^if/f. 


'ver.   ^nd   vho   tbe  persist  vcfe,   whom 
iliOft^  books  wouM  shov  to  be  oa  tho  ro* 


741 


Colonel 


{Feb.  19} 


Leicester, 


742 


gfister ;  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
clerk  was  making  out  a  list  of  the  Con- 
servative 10/.  freeliolders,  which  he  in- 
tended to  transmit  to  those  Radical  com- 
mittees. The  50/.  freeholders  were  so  well 
known  that  it  was  not  necessarv  to  attach 
any  mark  to  their  names. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  had  only  to 
observe,  in  consequence  of  the  noble  Earl 
having  said,  that  the  conduct  of  the  clerk 
was  not  unpalatable  to  the  majority  of  the 
board  of  guardians,  that  they  had  ex- 
pressed their  strongest  disapprobation  of 
all  such  proceedings.  He  agreed  with  his 
noble  Friend  that  the  valuators  had  evinced 
great  neglect  in  not  having  looked  over  the 
books ;  but  he  could  only  repeat  that  the 
Poor-law  commissioners,  who  were  fully 
persuaded  of  the  impropriety  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, were  at  this  moment  investi- 
gating it.  He  was  aware  how  very  in- 
vidious it  was,  to  attach  party  distinctions 
to  names  contained  in  public  documents; 
but  while  they  all  knew  what  was  meant 
by  the  word  **  Tory,"  he  should  wish  his 
noble  Friend  would  give  them  a  definition 
of  the  word  **  Disturber/* 

Returns  ordered. 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 

Friday y  February  19,  1841. 

M1XOTK8.I    Nsw  MSMBKR8.— Colonel  Clements,  for  Ca- 

van. 
Bills.      Read  a   first  time: — Parish   Constables. — Read  a 
second  time  : — East-India  Rum.— Read  a  third  time  :<— 
Tithe  Comporitions  (Ireland). 
PeUtions  presented.    By  Mr.  O'Conoell,  Major  Macnamara. 
Sir  R.  A.  Fcrgusson,  and  Colonel  Rawdon,  from  Down, 
Munster,   Londonderry,   Armagh,  and  other  places,  in 
favour  of  Lord   Morpeth's  Irish  Registration  Bill.— By 
Mr.  Litton,  and  Sir  R.  Bateson,  from  Wickluw,  Cork, 
Fermanagh,  and  other  places,  in  favour  of  Lord  Stanley's 
Irish  Registration  Bill.— By  Mr.  Wakley,   Mr.  Trotter, 
and  Sir  J.  Y.  Buller,  fhmi  St  Luke's,  Guildford,  Devon- 
port,  and  other  places,  against  the  New  Poor-law  Bill. — 
By  Mr.  W.   Duncorabe,  and   Sir  R.  Inglis,  ftom  York- 
shire, and  other  places,  for  Church  Extension.—- By  Sir 
De  Lacy  Evans,  Arom  the  Westminster  Reform  Society, 
against  the  Window  Duties. — By  Sir  R.   Bateson,  Arom 
Antrim,  against  Patronage  in  the  Scotch   Church. — By 
Sir   R.   Jenkins,   fVom  a   parish    in   Montgomeryshire, 
against  the  Union  of  the  Dioceses  of  St.  Asaph  and  Ban- 
gor.— By   Ix)rd    Stanley,    from    Wigan,    for   additional 
CJjurch  Accoromodction  ;  and  from  the  Rate-payers  of  a 
parish  in  Lancashire,  against  the  New  Poor-law,  and  the 
Rural  Police  Act. —  By  Lord  Sandon,  from  Uie  East-India 
and  China  Association  of  Liverpool,  for  an  Equalization 
of  the  Duties  on  the  Produce  of  the  East  and  West  Indies. 
—By  Sir  W.  Follctt,  from  a  Parish  in  Devonshire,  for 
the   Establishment   of    Local   Courts.— By    Mr.    W.    S. 
O'Brien,    from  a   Parish   in    the  county    of  Limerick, 
against  the  Vaccination  Act. — By  Sir  G.  Staunton,  ft-om 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  against  the  Medical  Re- 
form Bill. — By  Mr.  Baincs,  ftom  the  Mayor  and  Corpo- 
ration of  Leeds,  for  an  Alteration  in  the  mode  of  making 
up  the  RegistraUons  of  Municipal  Electors,  and  for  the 


better  Draining  of  Town8.—By  Mr.  Pea«»,  firora  the 
Stockport  and  Darlington  Railway  Company,  for  an 
equitable  mode  of  Railway  Taxation.— By  Mr.  T.  Dun- 
combe,  from  Birmingham,  for  the  Release  of  Frost,  Wil- 
liams, and  Jones. 


Medical  Reform.]  Sir  R,  Inglis 
wished  to  ask  the  hon.  Member  for  Lam- 
beth to  what  day  he  proposed  to  postpone 
the  second  reading  of  this  bill,  as  the  hon. 
Member  must  be  well  aware  that  a  bill 
affecting  the  interests  of  so  large  a  body 
in  the  three  kingdoms  would  not  be  read 
a  second  time  that  evening. 

Mr.  Hawes  said,  he  had  no  intention  to 
press  the  second  reading  to-night.  He 
might  now  state,  that  in  the  committee  it 
was  his  intention  to  propose  to  strike  out 
all  that  part  of  the  bill  relating  to  chymists 
and  druggists. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  as  his  hon.  Friend 
had  brought  his  mind  to  strike  out  that 
part,  he  would  entreat  him  to  strike  out 
the  other  portion  of  the  bill  also,  because 
in  such  a  shape  it  would  not  be  satisfac- 
tory to  any  portion  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. 

The  Speaker  thought,  as  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman proposed  to  postpone  the  bill,  that 
he  ought  to  state  that  the  clauses  relating 
to  chymists  and  druggists,  being  clauses 
which  affected  trade,  should  have  been 
brought  in  in  the  committee  of  the  whole 
House.  The  more  proper  way  now  would 
be  to  bring  in  a  new  bill. 

Mr.  Hawes  would  then  withdraw  the 
bill,  and  ask  leave  to  introduce  an  amended 
measure. 

Bill  withdrawn. 

Colonel  Leicester.]  Mr,  Hume 
wished  to  ask  a  question  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
nies. He  held  in  his  hand  a  letter  from 
Quebec,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the 
regimeut  of  guards  stationed  there  had 
asked  permission  to  erect  a  tablet  to  the 
memory  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Leicester, 
who  Was  said  to  have  died  immediately 
after  his  return  from  a  most  important 
service.  The  bishop  refused  permission 
to  erect  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of  this 
officer,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  an 
habitual  communicant  of  the  church.  He 
wished  to  know  if  Government  had  re- 
ceived any  communication  relative  to 
this  proceeding,  which  he  thought  showed 
^  spirit  of  intolerance  and  persecution  that 
could  not  be  sufficiently  reprehended, 
Mr.  V.  Smith  said,  he  was  not  aware  of 
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the  hoD.  Member's  intention  to  atk  the 
question.  He  would  make  inquiries  on 
the  subject;  but,  so  far  as  he  knew  at 
that  moment,  no  official  documents  re- 
lating to  it  had  been  received. 


Votirt  (EngloMdJ.       744 


Rlgistratiox  of  Voters  (Engi^nd).] 
Lord  J.  Russell  moved  the  second  read- 
ing of  this  bill. 

Sir  £.  Suzden.  in  calling  attention  to 
the  provisions  ef  the  bill,  begged  to  assure 
the  Hi^usf  that  he  and  those  at  his  (the 
Oppi«3tion)  side  were  as  anxious  as  hon. 
\J embers  on  tLe  other  side  to  correct  the 
errv*r*  k4  the  pnM*nt  >TS*em  of  regislra- 
tkui,  a  ad  to  hare  a  6>.-nJ  ^a\:>  registration 


made  a  prhna  facie  case  agiiost  the 
right.  He  thought,  too,  that  a  fiirtlMr 
provision  would  be  desirable  upon  this 
point  to  prevent  wholesale  objeciioni  of  a 
frivolous  and  vexatious  chamcter  tu  laige 
bodies  of  voters.  That  evil  would  be 
guarded  against  by  making  the  objector 
give  security  for  costs  in  case  he  siiould 
fail  in  making  good  his  objections.  It 
would  also  be  necessary  to  guard  against  a 
fraudulent  practice  of  daimiug  in  respect  of 
property  which  does  not  exist,  and  giving 
an  address  which  could  not  be  found.  With 
the  permission  of  the  House  he  would  now 
call  its  attention  to  what  the  present  bill 
contained.  The  leading  provisions  of  the 
bill  were,  first,  to  form  a  new  court  of  re. 
They  tul!  y  admitted.,  that  there  were  many  i  gist  ration ;  secondly,  to  establish  a  court 
grvdt  deiVv^s  iu  xhe  present  state  of  the  of  appeal,  which  hitherto  had  not  existed 
Uw  which  re<quired  corrvv'tiou.  For  in-  as  regarded  the  registration  of  voten; 
^tan.-^.  if  an  orvrseer,  or  any  o^cvr  wh:>»e  !  thirdlv,  to  alter  the  franchise,  both  by 
dutv  it  was  to  sre'  that  a  ^lue  publiixition  diminishing  the  time  during  which  rates 
K*l  the  lists  was  iiiode,  ue^r^-cvted  that  duty,  and  taxes  must  have  been  paid  ;  and,  by 
iw  d  ^'bar^ed  it  iiuivr^'tly*  the  couse-  reducing  the  amount  of  contribution  to 
i|UetKvw<.HktvSU^.  thr.  a  part.tT|)erha|)ESthj  the  public  burdens,  which  it  was  at  pre- 
w:iKve.  v«:  the  ivr.sti:ueuv*Y.  would  h^  de-  sent  necessary  that  a  man  should  make, 
pri^eil  v^'  their  rights.  A^aiu.  if  the  rts  to  entitle  him  to  the  right  of  voting;  and, 
vt>iu^  tvirrister  iui*|av|vrly  |vrt\>rtiH*d  his  lastly,  it  provided  for  a  distinction  here- 
fuucti\vits,  whether  by  luistake  or  otherwise,  after  to  be  made  between  voters  in  general 
it  mi^ht  h4p|vii«  as  iu  the  |irevivHis  ca>K\  — one  class  consisting  of  voters  who  might 
that  the  Mhoie,  v^  fvArt.  ot*  a  ivussituency  be  oVjev'ieil  to,  and  another  class  consiat- 
luiiiht  lie  d is t ranch ised.  Fhes^.^  were  e^ils  iog  of  voters  who  might  be  called  estab- 
which.  it  was  a^rt-ed  on  alt  hands,  ou^h*  Ii>hed  voters,  or  permanent  voters,  beinjg 
to  Ik»  ivrre<ie*l.  hi  the  bill  no  a-  lk»tV.»rv  men  to  who«e  ri;;ht  of  voting,  after  certain 
the  Houso,  clauses  were  iutnHiuoed  t  >  ceremonies  had  been  gone  through,  no  obtec- 
remeily  these  evils,  and,  with  some  sli^ltt  >  tion  was  ever  again  to  be  made.  Before  he 
exceptions,  he  iK-lieveil,  no  objection  would  '  entfre<l  into  a  discussion  of  these  provi- 
be  made  to  that  part  of  the  measure.  The  j  sions  of  the  bill,  he  begged  the  House  to 
other  evils  (»f  the  existing  syHtini  that  n*-    consider  for  a  moment  what  the  present 


iiniriMl  rorrert ion  were  of  a  different  natun*. 
IVfo'it  men  wcio  agreed  that,  in  taking  an 
olijiM'tion  lf»  a  vnli>  already  upon  the  liNt. 
the  f»lij<urtor  ought  to  state  nhortly  tin* 
ground  of  liiH  olijeelion  ;  and  uIno  as  rr 
gardnd  voters  alrrady  upon  the  IInIh,  it  w:i*. 
he  believed,  agreed  on  both  hideK  of  the 
House,  that  Homo  pntviHions  Nhonid  1h? 
made  to  prevent  fraudulent  wholesale  ob- 
jections to  those  voters.  This  was  par- 
tially provided  for  by  the  bill  before  the 
House,  but  he  thought,  that  other  clauses 
would  be  requisite  to  carry  out  the  remedy 
to  its  proper  extent.  The  remedy  for  the 
evil  was  a  very  simple  one.  Let  it  be 
enacted,  that  no  party  should  l)c  allowe<l 
to  object  to  an  otherwise  gwHl  v(»te  merely 
liecausc  the  claimant  couhl  not  attend  ; 
let  it  be  provided,  that  an  objection  to 
a  voter  already  upon  the  list  should 
not  be   entennl    u|M)n,  until  the  olijector 


rourtH  of  registration  were,  and  what  the 
nature  of  the  objections  to  them.  The 
grt*at  oltject  of  the  Reform  Hill  was  to  es- 
tahlirth  courtM,  uhich  would  travel  round 
the  country  simultane<msly  at  a  conve* 
nieiit  time  of  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of 
regiKtering  all  the  votes  of  all  the  voters  S 
in  I'lngland.  The  season  selected  for  the 
discharge  f»f  this  ^^ervire  was  when  no  other 
public  Imsincss  could  pf»s8ibly  interfere 
with  the  progress  of  it — when  Parliament 
was  not  sitting — when  the  courts  of  law 
were  idle — when  the  labours  of  agriculture 
were  concludi^l  — in  short,  a  seascm  M'hen 
there  were  the  fewest  culls  upon  indivi- 
duals to  pre%*ent  a  due  attention  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  their  pul>lic  rights.  A 
system  of  that  kind  riMild  only  lie  rarrietl 
into  etre(*t  by  the  existenc^c  of  such  a  bar 
lis  that  which  happily  was  ixisscssefl  by  this 
country.     It  rould   only  lie  carried   into 
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execution  by  taking  barristers,  nominated 
by  the  judges,  and  sending  them  simulta- 
neously upon  all  the  different  circuits. 
What  was  the  advantage  of  this  system  P 
He  always  understood,  that  the  great  ad. 
vantage  was,  that  the  claims  of  all  the 
voters  in  the  kingdom  were  considered 
and  registered  as  nearly  as  possible  at  one 
and  the  same  period.  The  barristers 
chosen  were  not,  certainly,  men  of  great 
ex])ericnce  in  their  profession ;  and  per- 
haps it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  men 
of  greater  experience,  as  the  remuneration 
offered  to  those  gentlemen  was  very  li- 
mited :  and  they  could  not  obtain  men  of 
long  standing  at  the  bar  to  fulfil  such  du- 
ties, unless,  indeed,  they  made  choice  of 
parties  who  hud  failed  in  their  profession. 
He  believed,  therefore,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  improve  the  system  in  that  respect.  If 
permanent  judges  were  established^  the 
whole  of  their  time  must  be  dedicated  to 
the  one  sole  duty  of  registration— they 
could  mix  in  no  other  avocations — take  no 
other  part  in  the  administration  of  the  law. 
He  would  leave  the  House  to  form  an 
opinion  as  to  what  the  efficiency  of  judges 
would  be,  whose  duty  was  thus  limited  to 

0 

one  object  alone.  Under  the  existin^i^  sys- 
tem, the  young  men  who  were  appointed 
to  perform  the  functions  of  revising  bar- 
risters were  taken  from  the  ranks  of  the 
profession,  whose  daily  habit  it  was,  to 
watch  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  of 
Westminster-hall,  and  who,  in  fact,  might 
be  said  to  belong  to  the  family  of  the  law. 
Returning  from  their  registration  cir- 
cuit, they  re-entered  the  family  mansion, 
mixed  again  with  their  brothers  of  the 
law,  and  profited  by  the  experience  to 
be  obtained  from  a  daily  attendance  on 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  differ- 
ent courts.  Out  of  this  circumstance 
was  derived  a  great  security  for  the  care- 
ful and  proper  discharge  of  the  duties 
delegated  to  the  registration  judge  ;  for, 
if  upon  his  circuit  he  should  happen  to  go 
wrong — happen  to  fall  into  error  in  his 
decisions — he  was  sure  of  not  being  dealt 
with  very  lightly  or  very  sparingly  by 
his  legal  companions  when  he  rejoined 
them  at  the  Sessions,  at  the  circuit  table^ 
in  Westminster-hall.  To  use  a  common 
phrase,  if  he  happened  to  make  a  wrong 
decision  in  the  course  of  his  circuit  he 
would  not  fail  to  be  well  ** rowed"  when 
he  came  back.  He  (Sir  Edward  Sugden) 
thought,  therefore,  that  the  courts,  as  at 
present  constituted,  afforded  very  great 
advantages.     Why  should  their  coostitu-* 


tion  be  changed  ?  He  owned  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  answer  that  question.  The  noble 
Lord  waited  till  the  system  worked  well 
before  he  proposed  to  abolish  it.  The 
country  was  satisfied  with  the  present 
courts.  There  were,  no  doubt,  conflicting 
decisions,  but  they  were  now  chiefly  con- 
fined to  points  which  their  own  legislation 
had  left  open,  and  u]>on  which  even  the 
judges  of  Westminster- hall  would  not  be 
agreed.  It  was  a  subject  of  complaint^ 
that  barristers  were  appointed  the  moment 
they  were  called,  and  therefore  without 
experience,  but  this  would  easily  be  reme- 
died by  the  bill  now  before  the  House.  It 
was  evident  that  the  noble  Lord,  when  he 
proposed  a  new  tribunal,  with  a  new  set  of 
judges,  did  not  anticipate  that  that  tribu- 
nal would  be  perfect,  or  that  its  judges 
would  not  sometimes  fall  into  error,  be- 
cause, at  the  same  time  that  he  proposed 
to  establish  a  Court  of  Registration,  be 
proposed  also  to  establish  a  Court  of  Ap. 
peal.  What  necessity  could  there  be  for 
a  court  of  appeal  if  the  lower  court  were 
so  constituted  as  to  secure  uniform  cor- 
rectness  of  decision  ?  What  was  it  that 
the  noble  Lord  proposed  ?  Why  that 
there  should  be  fifteen  judges,  who  should 
perambulate  England  and  register  all  the 
electors.  To  what  extent  would  this  duty 
employ  them  }  If  he  were  permitted  to 
judge  by  the  number  of  days  and  hours 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  160  or 
170  barristers  hitherto  employed  to  effect 
the  registration,  he  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  each  of  the  fifteen  new  judges  would 
be  employed  some  230  days  in  the  year  in 
revising  the  electors  of  England  and 
Wales.  That  would  necessarily  take 
them  out  of  W*^estminster-hall,  and  render 
it  utterly  impossible  that  they  could  at- 
tend to  any  other  matter.  Now,  if  he 
were  asked  what  would  be  the  quality  of 
those  judges  after  the  lapse  of  a  given 
time,  he  should  say,  that  it  would  be  infi- 
nitely below  that  of  the  present  revising 
barristers,  because,  instead  of  taking  part 
in  the  general  business  of  Westminster- 
hall,  they  would  be  entirely  absorbed  by 
the  duties  imposed  upon  them  — would 
live,  as  it  were,  in  an  atmosphere  of  their 
own — would  have  no  opportunity  of  im- 
proving their  legal  knowledge — would  be 
cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  profession — in 
fact,  would  become  mere  political  judges. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  never  quite  un- 
derstood the  nature  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  made  to  the  judges  of  the  land 
having  a  certain  jurisdiction  in  these  cases. 
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tuti-d,  and  xiliat  would  Ik*  the  t:iU-i'J  of  the  pay  the  present  Speaker  the  idle  coupli- 
nianner  of  coriittitiitin^  thi'ui  r  The  jud^ei  ment  of  saying  that  he  did  not  lear  vaat 
of  the  laud  ^¥t'rr  to  MtU-.rX  forty-five  liar-  he  would  do,  hut  that  he  feared  what 
ri*it4fr«t,  and  out  of  th<'*'e  forty-five  the  others  might  do.  The  eminent  qualities 
•S|ieaker  WHH  to  MdiM:t  fifteen,  u  ho  were  to  which  that  right  faon.  Gentleman  had 
iNf  the  jud^e«t  of  ori^^inal  jnrindirtion  in  all  shown  in  the  chair,  and  the  high  estina- 
malterH  cfinniTteil  witii  the  re^i*^! ration  of  tion  in  which  he  was  held  by  all  parties^ 
ih'etom.  '1  hf  couit  of  np|M>al  wan  to  t*ou-  i  enabled  him  to  nay  fearlessly,  and  withont 
mInI  of  three  judp;<*M,  who  were  to  )jc  se-  ■  the  h;:xard  of  tjeing  mi>understood,  that  he 
Icrtfd  hy  the  .S|H'akf*r,  not  out  of  any  li>it  j  would  trimt  neither  the  present  nor  any  fti- 
furnihhed  hv  the  Jud/^rs,  hut  out  of*^  any  tu re  Speaker  with  the  power  proposed  to  be 
portion  of  tfie  Imr  that  tin?  S|Mraker  thought  >  giren  to  him  hy  this  bill.  The  cluticsto  be 
)iro|HT.  The  S|K>aker,  ai^o,  was  to  fill  up  i  devolved  u|)on  him  were  of  a  nature  that 
nil  varaneirH  that  nii;;ht  (NTur  in  thecourtn  '  ref|uire<l  the  utmf>9t  impartiality;  and 
of  original  juriHdirtion,  or  in  the  courts  of  I  although    he    did    not    doubt    that    anj 


np|N*al,  without  rffrrencr  to  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  judges.  Now.  thin  |irnpf>«al 
wfis  only  part  of  a  ^reat  ftysteni ;  fnr  in  the 
Iridi  |{<>;;iHtration  Mill,  intriMhnvd  a  ^hort 
time  hiiici*  hy  the  nohio  LonI  the  Scrrctarv 


Speaker  would  desire  to  act  witliout  par- 
tiality, yet,  as  he  must  necessarily  have 
mnne  political  bias  upon  his  mind,  it  wouM 
be  difHcult  for  hini,  unleM  he  were  difiier- 
cntlv  nmsititiited  fn»m  the  mass  of  man- 


time  Hiiici*  hy  tlie  iioiiio  l.onl  the  >iTrctnry  cntiv  nmsititiited  tn»m  the  mass  oT  man- 
fur  Ireland,  he  found  that  ii  court  of  ap|N>al  ,  kind,  to  prevent  that  bias  from  having 
wan  to  Im!  estahliHlied,  in  which  alM>  the  |  some  influence  U|Mm  his  judgment*  Whan 
judgrs  were  to  iKMiominatnlhy  the  Speaker.  ;  the  lij^t  of  l>arristers  nominated  by  the 
Till'  Scotch  Hcgistration  I'lill  was  not  vet  I  judges  wa^  put  into  his  hand,  he  wouU 
prenent,  hiii  hi;  was  iiifurnied  that  in  tliat  j  probably  find  the  names  of  geotlenon 
ImII  lilcwisc  the  sann;  courHe  Mas  to  Ik?  of  all  cfdours  of  politics;  and  when  he 
obMerved.    The  noble  Lord^  therefore^  and  |  came  to  make  his  selection  from  these 
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seeing  that  in  point  of  legal  qualiGcation 
there  was  little  to  choose  amongst  them — 
the  natural  bent  of  his  mind  would  be  to 
select  those  who  entertained  the  same 
opinions  upon  i>olitics  which  he  himself 
professed.  Nay,  it  was  quite  possible — 
the  House  having  established  the  principle 
that  the  Speaker's  politics  must  agree  with 
those  of  the  majority  of  the  House— that 
the  Speaker^  in  making  his  selection  of  the 
registration  judges,  might  consider  himself 
bound  to  take  those  whose  political  views 
coincided  with  his  own.  The  judges  of 
the  court  of  appeal  were,  in  like  manner, 
to  be  nominated  bjr  the  Speaker.  He 
(Sir  E.  Sugden)  begged  the  House  to 
consider  for  a  moment  what  the  effect  of 
this  would  be  upon  the  character  and 
station  of  the  Speaker.  He  believed,  that 
the  independence  of  the  Chair,  that  the 
position  which  the  Speaker  now  bold  in 
the  estimation  of  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  the  honourable  associations  connected 
with  the  name  and  office  of  him  who  pre- 
sided orer  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  be  considerably  lowered, 
and  damaged  by  the  exercise  of  the 
new  functions  proposed  to  be  given  to 
him  by  the  present  bill  3  he  believed  that 
the  effect  of  it  would  be  to  reduce  the 
Speaker  to  a  mere  political  character. 
Every  appointment  made  by  him  would  be 
canvassed  by  both  sides  of  the  Flouse,  and 
however  honourably  or  conscientiously,  he 
might  have  discharged  his  duty,  ex- 
ceptions would  be  sure  to  be  made  to  it. 
This  was  a  situation  to  which  the  Speaker 
ought  not  to  be  exposed.  He  felt  that 
he  was  entitled  to  consider  himself  as  the 
advocate  of  the  Speaker  whom  he  was  ad- 
dressing, and  in  that  character  he  called 
upon  the  House  not  to  place  their  Speaker 
in  a  situation  of  difficulty  in  which  no  other 
Speaker  had  stood.  When  Speaker  Southall 
answered  the  question  of  Charles  the  1st. 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  made  use  of 
these  memorable  words  : — that  he  had  no 
eyes  to  see,  nor  tongue  to  speak,  in  that 
House  except  as  the  House  was  pleased  to 
direct  him,  whose  servant  he  was  there. 
That  office  was  the  most  honourable  to 
which  a  commoner  could  aspire ;  but  he 
warned  the  House  not  to  convert  their 
servant  into  their  master.  As  regarded 
the  court  of  appeal,  the  duties  which  that 
court  would  have  to  perform  would  be 
those  which  the  House  of  Commons 
itself  had  not,  in  the  balanced  state  of  par- 
tics,  the  means  of  performing.  The  court 
of  appeal  would  have  to  decide  upon  those 


important  matters,  which,  in  point  of 
fact,  would  settle  the  question  which  of 
the  two  great  political  parties  into  which 
the  kingdom  was  divided,  was  to  be  pre- 
dominant in  the  election  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament.  According  to  the 
present  bill,  the  revising  barristers,  insteild 
of  being  compelled  to  hold  their  court  at  a 
fixed  period,  could  do  so  at  any  time  that 
best  suited  themselves.  This,  in  his  opin- 
ion, would  create  great  inconvenience  and 
injury  throughout  the  land.  By  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  the  period  fixed  fbr  the 
payment  of  rates  would  be  materially  al- 
tered ;  it  would  depend,  not  as  it  did  at 
present,  on  a  certain  fixed  day  throughout 
all  the  country  alike,  but  it  would  depend 
on  the  period  when  the  judge  gave  notice 
of  his  intention  to  hold  his  court  of  regis- 
tration in  that  particular  district.  What 
would  be  the  consequences  of  this  ?  There 
would  be  different  classes  of  voters  in  the 
same  county,  and  different  rights  of  voting 
never  contemplated  by  the  Reform  Act, 
but  brought  into  operation  by  these  new 
fangled  clauses.  He  could  have  wished, 
from  the  respect  which  he  bore  to  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  that  he  had  proceeded  to 
alter  the  franchise  in  a  more  manly  way, 
that  be  had  done  his  work  in  a  more  bold 
and  straightforward  manner.  The  franchise 
was  altered  by  the  bill,  but  ifi  so  skulking 
a  way,  that  this  could  not  be  discovered 
except  by  a  person  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
interpretation  of  Acts  of  Parliament.  The 
alteration  was  sought  to  be  accomplished 
by  clauses  which  professed  to  have  other 
objects.  It  was  not  a  measure  which  the 
leading  Minister  of  the  Crown  ought  to 
have  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  He  used  strong  language  in 
regard  to  this  mode  of  altering  the  fran- 
chise, and  he  felt  bound  to  show  that  House 
that  he  had  not  done  so  without  consider- 
able provocation.  The  clauses  relating  to 
that  point  so  completely  altered  the  Reform 
Act,  that^  if  the  present  measure  passed,  the 
payment  of  taxes  as  a  qualification  to  vote 
would  be  rendered  nnnecessary.  The  noble 
Lord,  when  he  made  such  a  proposition, 
ought  to  have  brought  it  fairly  and  openly 
before  the  House.  The  noble  Lord  had  not 
probably  read  "  Coke  upon  Littleton."  If 
he  had,  he  would  recollect  that,  among 
other  things,  the  student  was  advised  not 
to  trust  to  abstracts  or  to  extracts,  but  to 
read  the  originals.  He  had  read  Coke  and 
profittcd  by  the  advice.  He  had  also  read 
both  the  abstracts  and  the  body  of  the  pre- 
sent bill.   In  the  abstract,  page  9,  he  found 
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OD  the  manriD — "  Ofeneers  to  gire  puUic 
notice  as  to  the  payment  (4  rates  and  ta\e» 
by  ooni piers  of  premues  ^if  the  yearly  ra- 
Itie  of  10/."  That  was  satis&ctor}-  enough ; 
hot  he  wuhed  Vt  know  wfav,  in  the  clause 
Itself^  the  words  "  taxes"  were  Dot  intro- 
dufxrd.  Which  was  wrong,  the  abstract,  or 
the  body  r^f  the  bill  ?  [Lord  J,  HtuteU :  It 
was  a  mistake  in  the  margin.]    There  was 
oertaioiy  a  most  materia]  diflTerence between 
the  abstract  of  the  clause  and  the  clause 
itcelf.     When  the  noble  Lord  brought  in 
the  Reform  Hill,  he  required,  as  the  con- 
dition of  voting,  not  only  payment  of  the 
rates  and  taxes,  liut  of  tlic  whole  rents, 
rates^  and  taxes.    He  was  the  person  who 
objected  to  the  word   rents;    and  when 
Lord  Althorp  told  him  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  yield  to  the  objection,  and   to 
strike  out  the  word  rents,  the  noble  Lord 
at  the  same  time  said,  that  he  did  not  think 
that  the  alteration  would  be  pleasing  to 
him.     He  replied,  that  he  knew  it  would 
lessen  the  oualiGcation ;    but  as  he    was 
convinced  that  it  would  create  di:isention 
between   landlord   and  tenant,  and   per. 
haps  give  the  former  an  undue  influence 
over  the  latter,  he  cordially  concurred  in 
the  word  rents  being  struck  out.     He  was 
entitled,  therefore,  to  the  credit  of  being  a 
Reformer — at  least  to  that  extent     hut 
what  could  have  induced  the  noble  I^nl  to 
attempt,  by  a  side  wind,  to  strike  the  word 
taxes  out  of  the  Reform  Hill  ?     Was  it  in 
order  that  the  present  bill  might   be   in 
unison  with  one  bnmght  in  on  the  same 
subject  in  regard  tu  Ireland?     In  the  bill 
which  the  noble  Lord  had  introduced  in 
1K38,  and  which  went  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  there   was  no  withdrawal  of  the 
word  taxes,  nor  was  there  in  the  bill  in- 
troduced by  the  Attorney-general  in  1839. 
Therefore  the  cjucstion,  as  to  the  omission 
of  the  word  taxcn  had  never  yet  lx:cn  dis- 
cussed.    To  that  extent,  thi'n,  the  present 
measure   interfered   with  the  principle  of 
the    Reform    I 'ill.      Ministers   desired  to 
lower  the  rjuaiifieation,  and  thereby  to  in- 
crease the   constituency!  without  assign- 
ing any  reasonable  motive,  and  in  a  way 
not  at  all  consistent  with  that  in  which  so 
important  a  question  ought  to   l)c  intro- 
duced.    He  had  another  objection  to  the 
bill.  It  went  to  create  a  new  class  of  voters, 
which  the  noble  Lord  called  established 
voters.     He  objected   to  this,  l>ecause  it 
introduced  aclassof  voters  having  the  same 
interest,  but  with  different  rights.     This 
would  produce  great   inconvenience,  and 
esuUkb  a  diitinction  which  it  was  not  de. 


sirabLe  should  exist  between  rich  aad 
According  to  the  prorisioQS  of  the  bill, 
if  persons  were  objected  to  in  ~ 

to  be  registered,  they  might  at  the 
of  revision  claim  to  be  entered 
lished  voters ;  and  if.  after  the  ohfcttioM 
against  their  titles  had  been  heard,  they 
were  found  to  be  entitled  to  be  pat  oo  the 
registry,  they  were  to  be  cnnsiilrrcJ  at  es- 
tablished voters  whose  lilies  were  Boi  lia- 
ble to  be  afterwaids  called  in  question.  He 
begged  the  House  to  consider  what  a  sys- 
tem of  wholesale  fraud  such  a  practice 
might  introduce.  A  person  who  had  title 
had  only  to  get  one  of  his  own  friends 
to  come  forward  and  object  to  hit  being 
put  on  the  re^stry,  and  when  the  har« 
rister  had  disposed  of  the  objectiony 
that  person  would  claim  and  he  ad- 
mitted as  an  esubliahed  voter,  unchange- 
able while  he  remained  on  the  registiy. 
A  better  mode  of  introducing  frandn- 
lent  voters  could  not  be  conceived, 
were  his  objections  to  the  bill.  If  the  H 
would  bear  in  mind  that  they  had 
a  tribunal  which  was  working  well,  with 
which,  he  would  venture  to  say*  the  coun- 
try was  satisfied.  [A a]  He  believed,  that 
the  country  was  satisfied  with  the  present 
revising  barristers — the  system  might  be 
capable  of  some  improvement^  but  shovr 
him  any  tribunal  which  had  worked  better, 
or  produced  more  satisfaction  than  the  re- 
gistration courts.  He  believed,  that  the 
present  system  was  entirely  free,  whatever 
!  defects  it  might  have  of  its  own,  fran 
those  evils  which  he  had  pointed  out  as 
likely  to  result  from  the  bill  now  before  the 
House.  He  begged  to  remind  then,  that 
the  original  refurm  bill  proposed,  that  the 
nomination  of  the  revising  barristers  should 
rest  with  the  judges,  subject  to  approval 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  This  was  ob- 
jected to,  because  it  would  have  ^ven  a 
I  political  character  to  those  individuals ; 
and  the  Government,  after  a  discussion  on 
the  clause,  consented  to  withdraw  that 
check,  and  left  the  appointment  as  it  now 
stood,  in  the  handii  of  the  judges.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  establishment  of  an 
ap|M*al  court,  but  he  did  not  think  that  the 
noble  Lord  corrcctlv  estimated  the  results 
of  this  part  of  the  measure.  He  was  con- 
fident that,  after  the  first  year,  the  judges 
would  not  find  it  necessary  to  sit  beyond 
six  or  seven  days,  as  they  had  only  to 
decide  on  questions  of  law,  and  not  on 
matters  of  fact.  The  points  of  law  would 
be  very  few  indeed,  and  the  diArences 
would  arise  oot  from  any  diflimDce  of 
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op'mioD  bctwecu  tlie  judges  as  to  the  law,  I  would  not  only  cure  those  evils,  but  would 
but  on  those  various  points  which  the 
Legislature  themselvt-s  had  left  dnuhtful. 
He  had  great  authority  for  the  alteration 
which  lie  proposed  tomuke  in  tlie  measure. 
He  had  the  authority  of  the  noble  Lord 
himself,  and  also  of  the  Government.  He 
look  the  bills  of  1838  and  1839;  nor 
n'ould  he  propose  anything  of  import- 
ance which  had  not  already  obtained 
the  concurrence  of  the  noble  Lord.  Last 
year  the  noble  Lord  bad  brought  for- 
ward a  bill,  on  which  the  present  measure 
was  founded,  and  also  another  bill,  which 
went  to  alter  the  franchise  in  several  im- 

Evrtant  particulars.  That  bill,  boiverer, 
od  not  been  brought  forward  during  the 
present  Session,  and  he  wished  to  know 
why  it  had  not  been  brought  forward  in 
connection  with  the  present  measure,  in 
the  same  way  as  it  had  been  in  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament  ?  He  underslnod 
that  the  Government  were  anxious  to  de- 
fine the  franchise  in  Ireland  ;  yet,  as  re- 
garded England,  the  present  measure 
would  leave  all  the  difficulties  attendant 
on  the  franchise  untouched.  What  then 
was  the  course  he  ought  to  pursue  J  Should 
he  oppose  the  second  reading,  or  reserve 
himselffor  the  committee.  In  the  alteration 
which  this  bill  sought  to  accomplish  in  the 
franchise  there  was  this  difference  between 
it  and  the  bill  for  Ireland — it  sought  to 
effect  it  in  a  hidden  and  in  a  sort  of  petty 
larceny  way,  while  the  bill  for  Ireland 
went  directly  to  the  point.  He  did  not 
feel  himself  called  upon  now  to  grapple 
with  any  principle,  and  to  oppose  the 
second  reading.  It  was  for  these  rea- 
sons that  he  would  propose  in  committee 
to  strike  out  the  obnoxious  clauses,  and 
be  would  ask  leave  to  intro<)uce  other 
clauses,  in  order  to  establish  a  perfect  sys- 
tem of  registration,  with  which  he  was 
confident  both  sides  of  the  House  and  the 
country  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Gisborne  was  happy  to  find,  from  the 
speech  of  the  rt.  hon.  Gentleman  who  bad 
just  sat  down,  that  there  was  a  large  part  of 
the  bill  to  which  there  would  not  be  much 
opposition.  The  evils  sought  to  be  remedied 
he  conceived,  were — first,  those  relating 
to  the  great  facililies  and  encouragement 
which  the  present  system  gave  to  objec- 
tors ;  and  in  the  second  place,  those  which 
had  arisen  from  the  various  interpretations 
of  the  law  by  the  revising  barristers.  In 
respect  to  the  first,  the  bon.  and  learned 
Membei  seemed  to  admit  that  the  bill 


unobjectionable  manner;  that 
as  the  view  which  be  himself  took  of  the 
easure.  He  was  certainly  much  «ur- 
ised,  however,  to  hear  it  stated  that  very 
little  evil  had  arisen  from  the  varying  de- 
cisions of  the  revising  barristers.  He 
inspected  that  the  hon.  and  loirned  Mem- 
l>er  had  not  been  used  to  attend  the  regis- 
tration courts.  He  remembered  being 
once  present  at  one,  where  one  of  the  re- 
vising barristers  sat  in  a  room  on  one  side 
of  the  passage,  and  the  other  in  a  room 
on  the  opposite  side.  There  was  nothini; 
but  the  passage  between  them,  yet  the 
>ne  admitted  the  claims  of  a  person  hold- 
ng  the  lease  oF  a  chapel,  while  the  other 
-ejected  them.  He  remembered  also  that 
Lhree  Quaker  gentlemen  had  claimed  on 
iheir  property,  through  the  middle  of 
which  the  boundary  line  ran.  The  pro- 
perty was  all  conveyed  by  one  deed. 
They  attended  at  one  place  and  their 
claim  was  sustained  ;  but  in  the  other  di- 
Jthough  they  attended  and  pro- 
duced their  deed,  the  revising  barrister 
was  of  a  different  opinion,  and  would  not 
admit  their  title.  These  wereonlyinmplei 
of  the  great  evils  of  the  present  system. 
Whatever  ingenuity  had  been  exercised 
defining  the  rranchise,  equal  ingeooity 
had  been  used  to  defeat  it.  He  believed 
the  noble  Lord  bad  adopted  the  plan 
which  was  the  most  likely  to  attain  a  uni- 
formity of  decision  in  points  connected 
itii  electoral  law,  yet  the  plan  was  not 
ithout  its  faults.  He  thought  it  objec- 
tionable that  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 
Appeal  should  have  in  some  degree  a  co- 
ordinate power  with  the  legislature  itself. 
He  believed,  however,  that  on  the  whole 
it  would  be  more  likely  to  produce  voi- 
Tormily  of  decision  than  any  attempt  they 
might  make  to  define  the  franchise  by 
words.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemaa 
had  objected  to  the  nomination  of  the  re- 
vising barristers  and  of  the  Judges  of  lbs 
court  of  appeal  being  given  to  the  Speaker. 
He  begged  to  remind  the  House  that  in 
the  bill  which  they  had  passed  in  1838, 
and  which  was  not  returned  from  the 
House  of  Lords,  the  nomination  of  the  re- 
vising barristers  was  placed  in  the  same 
bands.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  could 
not  but  recollect,  when  he  objected  to  tho 
Speaker  having  appointments  of  a  political 
tendency,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentlemia 
himself,  when  he  introduced  the  question 
of  election  cctomittees  to  the  Houae^  omlfi 
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noobjectioD  to  placing  in  the  bands  of 
the  S[)eaker,  the  nomination  of  the  com- 
mittee who  were  to  have  the  whole  power 
of  determining  the  characterof  the  election. 
He  could  not  see  anything  more  objection- 
able in  the  Speaker  nominating  the  revising 
barristers  than  in  this.  If  ever  there  was 
a  case  when  that  power  could  be  objected 
tO|  it  surely  was  in  that  of  an  election 


with  itself  in  this  respect.  He  would  so 
so  far  as  to  say  that  any  person  whose  tiue 
had  been  objected  to  on  any  one  ground 
should  be  considered,  to  a  certain  extent, 
an  established  voter,  if  that  particular  ob- 
jection was  disproved  ;  and  he  thought 
that  he  should  be  so  far  put  on  a  footiog 
with  the  established  voter  as  that  he  ought 
never  to  be  objected  to  on  that  particular 


eomroittee.  In  regard  to  what  had  fallen  ground  again.  He  thought  chat  otherwise 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in  i  such  a  clause  would  press  verj  severely  on 
reference  to  the  established  voters,  he  '  the  smaller  voters.  Take,  tor  eiample, 
thought  it  might  produce  great  benefits  in  the  case  of  a  poor  man,  having  a  small 
ihii  respect ;  but  whether  it  did  so  or  not  holding,  and  suppose  that  it  was  mort* 
depended  completely  on  what  the  voter  '  gaged.  In  order  to  satisfy  the  reding 
might  be  called  on  to  establish  before  he  '  barrister,  he  must  attend  with  his  lawfer 
was  admitted  on  the  registry.  The  words  |  every  time  his  claim  was  objected  to.  tie 
of  the  Reform  Act  were,  "  provided  the  could  not  see  any  objection  to  creating 
claim  of  the  party  was  proved  to  the  satis*    those  two  classes  as  established  voters. 


faction  of  the  revising  barrister.*'  Certainly 
these    words    gave    large  and   extensive 


He  thought  there  was  considerable  fonfe 
in   the  objection  of  the  right  hon.  and 


power  to  the  barrister.  It  left  a  great  deal  !  learned  Gentleman  in  regard  to  the  peran- 
in  his  hands ;  nor  was  he  prepared  to  say  '■  bulatory  character  of  the  court.  He  had 
that  the  revising  barristers  had  abused  it.  |  heard  nothing  to  convince  him  that  the 
The  usual  custom  was,  to  call  on  the  voter  !  business  might  not  all  be  done  at  one 
to  prove  his  title  to  the  property  on  which  :  time,  and  he  had  no  objection  to  leave  it 
he  claimed.  If  the  person  in  possession  at  the  option  of  the  revising  barristers  to 
held  the  property  contrary  to  law,  he  said  fix  the  time.  On  the  whole,  he  thought 
let  the  law  vindicate  its  right  ;  but  it  was  ■  great  benefits  would  accrue  to  the  country 
a  dangerous  thing  to  leave  to  revising  bar-  I  from  having  a  court  of  appeal,  without 
risters  the  power  of  trying  the  validity  of  which  he  could  see  no  prospect  of  their 
a  person's  title  to  his  property.  No  coun-  obtaining  uniform  decisions  in  regard  to 
tenance  was  given  in  the  original  bill  to  j  the  franchise.  Without  meaning  any 
this  part  of  the  subject;  but  the  56ih  disrespect  to  the  revising  barristers,  he  did 
clause  of  the  present  measure  declared,         not  think  that,  without  some  such  court  of 

*  Nor  shall  any  objection  to  the  title  of  any  !  ^PPfal,  they  would  ever  get  rid  of  the  dif- 
such  esublished  voter  to  hold  any  lands  or  tenc-  ,  ncuilies  arismg  from  a  variety  of  decisions, 
meats  be  allowed,  unless  the  objection  be  j  Although  he  entertained  some  trifling  ob- 
grounded  on  something  which  shall  have  hap-  jeclions  to  the  measure,  he  thought  that 
pened  after  the  date  to  which  the  aualiBcation  jt  was  founded  on  sound  principles,  and 
of  such  voter  was  last  established.'  ;  ^^^^^  coueQi  many  of  the  greatest  abuses 

The  plain  inference  from  this  was,  that  in  the  present  system  in  a  most  on- 
if  the  party  was  not  an  established  voter,  '  objectionable  manner.  He  should  there- 
thc  revising  barrister  might  inquire  into  fore  vote  for  the  second  reading, 
bis  title.  He  only  wished  to  know  why  Mr.  jrar6ur/oii  did  not  mean  to  enlarge 
the  words  had  been  introduced  in  regard  on  the  objections  which  the  hon.  and  lear- 
to  established  voters  only.  Why  was  the  ned  Gentleman  opposite  had  thrown  out 
title  of  a  party  not  an  established  voter  to  against  the  bill,  but  he  thought  it  had  been 
be  aobiect  to  inquiry  after  he  was  once  an  almost  established  point,  that  the  pre- 
wpon  the  registry  ?  The  noble  Lord  said  sent  system  of  the  revising  barristers  was 
it  could  not ;  but  the  clause  which  he  had  objectionable  and  inconvenient  to  the 
just  read  certainly  gave  a  colour  that  it ,  country  and  to  the  House,  from  the  great 
conhi.  He  was  happy  to  hear  some  Mem*  number  of  disputed  points  which  had  been 
bers  say  that  it  could  not  be  inquired  into,  brought  before  the  election  committees. 
If  that  was  the  case,  one  great  objection  Repeated  discussions  had  taken  place  on 
which  he  had  to  that  part  of  the  bill  the  point,  whether  it  were  expedient  to 
would  be  removed.  He  thought  some  al-  '  continue  the  present  condition  of  the  re- 
terations  ought  to  be  introduced  in  order  vising  barristers,  or  to  limit  them  to  a 
that  tlM  bill  might  be  made  consistent   smaller  number  with  a  court  of  appeal. 
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After  repeated  negotiations  had  taken 
place  on  both  sides  of  the  House  as  to 
the  mode  in  which  the  reduced  number 
of  revising  barristers  should  be  appointed, 
and  after  the  understanding  which  had 
been  arrived  at  in  regard  to  these  appoint- 
ments, the  former  bill  on  this  subject  went 
through  its  Gnal  stages  without  any  divi- 
sion. The  very  point,  therefore,  on  which 
so  much  objection  had  been  raised,  was 
one  which  had  been  mutually  agreed  to  by 
both  sides  of  the  House  in  1838.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  dwelt  at 
great  length  on  the  exceeding  difficulty 
of  6nding  persons  properly  qualiBed  for 
the  fifteen  proposed  judgeships,  **  be- 
cause,'' said  he,  '*  they  would  be  excluded 
from  the  practice  of  their  profession."  He 
begged  to  refer  the  honourable  and  lear- 
ned Gentleman  to  the  constitution  of  the 
present  Court  of  Bankruptcy.  Were  the 
commissioners  of  that  Court  not  excluded 
from  practice  ?  Had  the  working  of  that 
court  l}een  found  to  be  disadvantageous 
to  the  public  ?  Did  the  objection  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  apply  to  that 
court  ?  Yet  the  commissioners  were  ex- 
cluded from  Westminster  Hall.  On  the 
contrary,  whatever  objections  have  been 
raised  to  some  parts  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Court  of  Review,  none  had 
ever  been  raised  to  the  Bankruptcy  Court, 
Why?  Because  any  sort  of  point  of  law 
that  was  possible  to  be  raised,  came  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  of  Bankruptcy. 
He  could  hardly  describe  the  cases  in  law 
or  equity  that  might  not  come  before  the 
revising  barristers.  He  admitted  that  the 
manner  in  which  the  distinction  between 
established  and  other  voters  might  be 
evaded  was  a  very  proper  question  for  con- 
sideration in  the  committee  on  the  bill ; 
but  a  clear  distinction  between  them  ought 
to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Hume  was  willing  to  allow  the 
weight  of  several  of  the  objections  taken 
to  the  bill  by  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  ;  and  the  simple  mode  of  get- 
ting rid  of  them  all  was^  for  the  noble  Lord 
to  define  in  this  bill,  as  had  been  done  in 
the  Irish  bill,  what  the  suffrage  should  be. 
It  had  been  held  that  what  was  good  for 
England  was  good  for  Ireland ;  and  he  saw 
no  reason  why  what  was  good  for  Ireland 
should  not  also  be  good  for  England.  As 
far  as  the  bill  went  it  seemed  to  him  an 
improvement,  and  the  two  principal 
clauses  would  remove  many  existing  diffi- 
culties ;  but  the  time  had  arrived  when  it 


was  highly  expedient  to  make  the  suffrage 
in  the  two  countries  similar. 

Mr.  Alston  was  also  of  opinion  that  the 
right  of  the  voter  ought  not  to  depend 
merely  upon  the  dictum  of  the  revising 
barrister. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  referred  to  certain  sa- 
laries named  in  the  bill,  and  expressed  his 
desire  to  learn  from  the  noble  Lord  what 
they  were  likely  to  amount  to  ?  Fie  was 
prepared  to  be  astonished  at  very  little 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  but  he 
should  still  be  surprised  if  the  noble  Lord 
had  not  yet  made  up  his  mind  on  the 
point,  after  having  proceeded  thus  far  with 
his  bill. 

Lord  J.  Russell  did  not  think  it  necesr 
sary  to  state  his  views  upon  that  point 
until  the  House  went  into  committee  on 
the  bill,  but  it  might  be  some  comfort  to 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  to  be  in« 
formed  that  there  would  be  a  considera- 
ble saving  under  the  new  plan.  At  present 
the  cost  of  registration  was  about  35,000/. 
or  36,000/.  a-year,  and  by  this  bill  it 
would  probably  be  reduced  to  the  extent 
of  15,000/.  or  16,000/.  a-year.  He  did 
not  mean  to  follow  the  right  [hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  through  the  various 
details  into  which  he  had  entered,  but  he 
would  notice  one  or  two  points.  Objec- 
tion had  been  taken  to  some  supposed  un- 
fairness in  the  wording  of  the  bill,  particu- 
larly by  the  omission  of  the  word  •'  taxes/' 
in  the  body  of  the  bill.  The  marginal 
abstracts  of  bills  were  sometimes  incorrect, 
and  he  (Lord  J.  Russell)  did  not  under- 
take to  be  responsible  for  their  accuracy ; 
but  he  said  last  year  that  he  thought  it  not 
advisable  to  keep  up  the  restriction  as  to 
the  payment  of  taxes  as  well  as  rates. 
He  thought  the  payment  of  poor-rates 
quite  a  sufficient  test  of  the  solvency  of 
the  voter.  Voters  were  often  liable  to  be 
disfranchised  by  the  non-payment  of  taxes 
up  to  a  certain  day.  He  had  no  direct 
proposal  to  make  on  that  subject  in  the 
present  bill ;  but  it  was  his  intention  to 
renew  a  measure  he  had  introduced  last 
year  on  the  subject  of  the  payment  of 
rates  and  taxes,  and  changes  or  occupa- 
tion. He  could  not  concur  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  in  thinking  that  the 
cases  of  England  and  Ireland  were  patalkl. 
The  hon.  Member  had  said,  "  Make  the 
franchise  the  same  in  both  countries ;"  and 
the  observation  had  been  much  cheered  on 
the  Opposition  benches.  [Cheers.]  He  did 
not  exactly  know  what  was  metint  by  the 
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cbeer,  ifil  meant  thai  it  would  be  npedicnl  [  by  thii  country  to  examine  the  boaadarj 
to  abolish  the  right  of  the  40i.  Treebolder  belweeo  the  State  of  Maine  and  the  poi- 
in  England,  he  could  not  agree  in  that  |  letaiona  of  Great  Britain.  On  the  pnUi- 
opinion;  for  he  thought  the  405.  free-  cation  of  that  document,  had  any  itepa 
holders  in  this  country  a  most  valuable  i  been  taken  by  the  two  governmenU  id 
concert  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  that 
long  litigated  cjuestion  to  an  end  \ 

Viicount  Palntfnlon  replied,  that  the 
present  lituatioa  ofaSain  wu  this:  Ureat 
Britain  bad  first  proposed  a  draft  of  ■ 
convention  for  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mission to  settle  the  boundary.  That  draft 
had  not  been  accepted  by  the  United 
Stales  aud  a  counter  draft  wu  sent  over 
by  tbat  gorernmenl.  It  was  not  one  to 
which  Ministers  in  ihia  country  conid  ac- 
cede, and  in  the  early  part  of  last  year 
tbey  made  another  proposal.  They  thongtit 
that  it  would  ha*e  been  agreed  to  by  the 
American  cabinet ;  but  that  cabinet  had 
despatched  to  Great  Britain  another  pro- 
position, which  had  not  received  aaient 
on  this  side  of  the  water.  The  sorrey  on 
which  a  report  had  been  made,  had  taken 
place  independently  of  the  pending  nego- 
tiation, in  order  to  care  time  and  to  m- 
cure  as  much  information  as  possible  re- 
lative 10  the  geographical  intemti  of 
Great  Britain.  Of  course  what  bad  been 
done  was  only  on  the  ex  parlt  atatemeDt 
of  the  British  commissioneri,  and  could 
be  binding  (nor  was  it,  of  course 
It  1o  be  so)  upon  the  other  party. 
The  Uoiied  States  had  also  sent  contmia- 
sinners  of  their  own  to  inquire,  in  the 
latter  part  of  last  summer,  but  he  be- 
lieved they  had  not  made  any  material 
progress. 

Sir  R.  Peel  had  referred  to  the  report 
of  Colooel  Mudge  and  Mr.  FelberstOD- 
haugh,  which  had  been  made  wilhnat  eon- 
cert  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  the  recommendation!  of 
'hich  they  were  of  course  in  no  *ay 
bound.  He  wished  to  know  whether  there 
had  been  no  joint  coinmission-^no  pro- 
ceeding in  concert  between  the  two  govera- 
ments  in  order  to  bring  the  question  to 
adjustment.  All  that  had  been  done 
seemed  to  be,  that  cerUin  proposals  bad 
been  made  on  both  sides  which  had  tMta 
ciprocally  rejected. 

Vitcount  PalmentOH  said,  tliat  auch 
US  not  precisely  the  case.  The  two  g»- 
rnments  had  agreed  to  appoint  a  com- 
mission, but  they  had  not  agreed  to  the 
details  of  the  airangeroeol.  Colonel  Hadge 
and  Mr.  Fetherstonhaugh  had  becD  em- 
ployed by  the  British  goTeroment  alone, 


constituency.     If,  on  the  other  hi 
meant  that  it  would  be  pinper  to  rci 
the  40*.   freeholders  of  Ireland,  he  d 
say,  that  he  was  not  prep;iied  to  take  any 
such  course.     On  Monday  neit  such  an 
announcement  might  possibly  be   made  ; 
but   he  should   be  much  surprised   at   it. 
Tlie  franchise  was  not  the  same  in  England 
at  in  Ireland,  and  the  same  doubts  did  not 
irite  regarding  it,  and  on  every  account 
he  saw  no  reason  for  adopting  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 


TuRKET,  Stria,  and  Egtft.]  Mr. 
Hume  wiihed  to  nave  the  House  the 
trouble  of  presenting  an  address  to  her 
Majesty,  and  would  therefore  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  noble  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
Session  the  noble  Lord  had  promised  to 
lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
papers  connected  with  the  late  Syrian 
war.  Tbree  weeks  had  since  pasted,  and 
be  was  desirous  of  being  informed  whether 
the  noble  Lord  could  6x  any  definite  day 
when  they  would  be  ready  1  He  was  waiting 
for  them  in  order  to  submit  a  question  to 
the  Douse  founded  upon  them. 

Viscount  Palmeriton  observed,  that  the 
time  tbat  had  elapsed  certainly  might  seem 
long,  but  there  had  been  no  unnecessary 
delay.  The  papers  formed  a  great  mast, 
and  the  severe  pressure  of  the  current 
business  had,  perhaps,  in  tome  degree  in- 
terfered with  their  preparation.  No  time 
should  be  lost,  but  if  he  were  to  name 
any  definite  day  it  would  only  be  mere 
guess-work. 

Mr.  Hume  remarked,  that  the  delay 
that  had  occurred  looked  a  little  like 
triflioE  with  the  House,  especially  when 
it  had  been  told  that  the  object  of  the 
treaty  of  July  had  been  attained. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

NoKTii  Easterb  Boundart.]  Sir 
R,  Peel  wished  to  be  informed  what  was 
(he  precise  position  with  the  United  States 
of  America  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  North-Eastem  boundary?     A  re- 

Kit  by  two  commisiionen  had  recently 
ID  published  i  they  had  been  appointed 
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but  the  American  government  had  been 
informed  of  the  intention  to  send  them. 

Sir  R.  Peel  inquired  if  the  American 
government  had  agreed  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission  which  should  have 
the  power  of  deciding  the  matter  at 
issue  ? 

Viscount  Palmerston  replied,  that  at 
first  a  commission  of  one  kind  had  been 
proposed  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
British  Government  had  agreed  to  a  mo- 
dification of  the  arrangenaent.  The  United 
States  had  then  proposed  a  commission  of 
a  different  kind,  to  be  connected  with  an 
arrangement  for  arbitration  in  case  of  dif- 
ference. The  first  commission  proposed 
was  not  connected  with  any  arrangement 
for  arbitration,  but  merely  to  collect  in- 
formation. Great  Britain  had  agreed  to 
that,  but  the  government  of  the  United 
States  changed  its  mind  :  and  thought  that 
the  course  events  had  taken,  made  it  desir- 
able that  the  commission  should  be  one 
coupled  with  an  arrangement  for  arbitra- 
tion. To  that  Great  Britain  had  also 
agreedy  and  so  far  the  two  governments 
were  in  accordance.  He  could  not  enter 
into  the  particular  points  upon  which  the 
two  governments  had  not  yet  agreed ;  but 
he  might  say,  that  the  difference  was  not 
one  of  principle,  but  merely  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  principle  was  to  be 
carried  out. 

Ecclesiastical  Courts.]  Mr.  Hawes 
wished  to  know  whether  government  in- 
tended to  bring  forward  any  measure  for 
the  reform  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts  as 
regarded  church  rates  ?  It  was  of  great 
importance  that  the  jurisdiction  of  those 
courts  in  this  respect  should  be  limited. 

Lord  /.  Russell  answered  that  a  mea- 
sure upon  the  subject  had  been  agreed 
upon,  and  would  be  brought  forward  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  House  of 
lA)rds.  Whether  it  might  not  be  necessary 
also  to  introduce  a  bill  regarding  church 
rales  into  the  House  of  Commons,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  say. 

Voters  in  Corporations.]  Mr. 
Baines  reft^rred  to  a  petition  he  had  pre- 
sented froni  Leeds  regarding  the  registra- 
tion of  voters  in  municipal  corporations. 
From  that  petition  it  appeared,  that  the 
measure  had  completely  broken  down 
during  the  last  registration,  and  the 
voting  was  obliged  to  be  taken  according 
to  the  registration  of  the  preceding  year. 


The  same  thing,  he  believed,  had  hap- 
pened at  Liverpool,  and  he  wished  to 
know  whether  it  were  the  intentioo  of  the 
noble  Lord  to  introduce  any  measure  to 
remove  the  difliculty.  It  was  at  present 
impossible  to  carry  the  existing  law  into 
effect. 

Lord  J.  Russell  was  aware  that  difiBcul- 
ties  had  arisen  in  two  or  three  large  towns, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  necessary  to 
introduce  a  measure  on  the  subject. 

Services  of  Lord  Keane.]  Mr. 
Hume  wished  to  know  whether  there 
would  be  any  objection  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  a  statement  of  the  services  of  Lord 
Keane,  iu  accordance  with  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  pensions  ?  He  saw  no 
reason  whv  the  rule  laid  down  should  be 
abandonee!  on  the  present  occasion. 

Lord  /.  Russell  could  have  no  objec- 
tion :  such  a  statement  could  only  be 
honourable  to  Lord  Keane. 

Sir  /.  C,  Hobbouse  saw  no  connection 
between  this  case  and  those  contemplated 
by  the  committee  on  pensions. 

Mr.  Hume  observed  that  the  committee 
of  twenty-two  Members  had  been  unani- 
mous. 

Sir  J.  C.  Hothouse  remarked,  that  the 
pension  was  given  to  Lord  Keane  for  his 
services,  as  set  out  in  her  Majesty's  Mes* 
sage. 

Mr.  Hume  contended,  that  the  pension 
was  not  granted  for  the  particular,  but  for 
the  general,  services  of  Lord  Keane. 

Sir  De  Lacy  Evans  had  served  under 
Lord  Keane.  No  officer  better  deserved  the 
gratitude  of  his  country  than  that  gallant 
officer,  a  statement  of  whose  services  was 
before  the  world,  and  not  merely  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Hume  was  quite  ready  to  move  for 
the  statement,  if  it  were  necessary  to  make 
such  a  motion.  He  moved,  that  a  state- 
ment of  the  military  services  of  Lord 
Keane  (in  the  form  recommended  by  the 
committee  on  pensions)  be  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Motion  agreed  to.     Adjourned. 


ntu>ntu^*M>tWim  « 
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Trial  or  thf.  EAmL  of  Caebioait.] 
Lord  Whamdtfe  said,  that  seeing  that 
the  paUication  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
recent  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardigan  had 
been  ordered  by  their  Lordships,  he  wished 
to  ash  the  noble  Lord  on  the  Woolsack^ 
(the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury)  whether  there 
were  any  record  of  what  had  been  said  by 
the  learned  Lord  the  Lord  High  Steward. 

The  Earl  of  Sha/lesbury  did  not  know 
whether  there  were  any  such  record.  He 
did  not  think  it  was  usual,  but  he  would 
sake  inqniry. 

Lord  fVhamcliffe  thought  it  important 
to  publish  the  address  of  the  Lord  High 
Steward,  as  it  would  put  an  end  to  a  great 
deal  of  the  nonsense  that  had  been  talked 
on  the  subject.  He  would  also  gire  no- 
tice that  immediately  after  the  holidays, 
if  the  matter  were  not  taken  up  by  some 
other  of  their  Lordships,  he  would  bring 
in  a  bill  to  clear  up  all  doubts  as  to  a  Peer 
pleading  his  privilege  in  case  of  conviction 
for  felooT.  He  thought  it  would  be  very 
ranch  to  the  discredit  of  their  Lordships  if 
that  matter  were  not  cleared  up,  after 
what  had  been  said,  in  respect  to  the  late 
trial. 

The  Marquess  of  Xormanby  said,  that 
a  Doble  Friend  of  his  had  intended  to  take 
the  matter  up,  but  would  not,  of  counie 
take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  noble  Baron 
opposite. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Tiir  CiiAiiTMTM. — Rf.pral  op  tiir 
Ulfioit.')  Irord  Urtmtjham  presented  a 
p^tlllnh  frnm  ihct  Niitif)n:il  ( Charter  Asso- 
rlntinti  At  MlmttiiJiiiry,  prnying  for  the 
ri^rflll  Mf  rfn«l«  Wttttninii,  iiiid  .loiios.  For- 
m*>rly«  in  )iic*aniilhi^  it  |ii*ii(ion  from  the 
HNttif*  imatii'liiiliiii  lot'  the  rtluaio  of  persona 
cotilltinil  I'lir  mfirti  opinions  iind  not  acts, 
he  hiid  t.iken  occnnioti  to  refer  to  the  un- 
fortiiiiato  conduct  pursued  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  with  rcgHnl  fo  the  ropeal 
agitation  in  Irrlntid  ;  but  ho  had  since 
heard  that  the  Government  had  put  n  sort 
of  mark  upon  every  person  who  took  part 
in  this  question,  lie  was  told  that  a 
gentleman  nnmi  d  Uochc«  who  stood  first 
on  the  list  selected  by  the  judge  for  per- 
sons to  fill  the  oftice  of  high  sheriff  for  the 
county  of  Cork,  had  been  rejected  on  the 
ground  that  he  wai  favourable  to  the 
repeal  of  the  union.  He  was  told  that 
that  gentleman  had  been  aiiked  whether, 
in  cast!  of  his  being  selccud  to  fill  the 
oflice,  he  would  pledge  himself  to  abstain 


from  giving  any  opinioo  on  the  nbjcct. 
Mr.  Roche  refused  to  do  lo,  aad  oa  that 
ground  he  was  rejected.  He  (Lord 
Brougham)  now  wished  to  ask  bis  noble 
Friend  (the  Marquess  of  Nomaoby)  wba- 
ther  that  statement  was  true  or  not. 

The  Marquess  of  Sormanhf^  had  had 
no  direct  comraunication  oo  the  tabyecC 
with  his  noble  Friend  the  Lord  LieateoaBt 
for  Ireland ;  but  from  what  he  had  beard 
be  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a 
correspondence  did  take  place  with  Mr. 
Roche,  in  consequence  of  which  his  noble 
Friend  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  selecCed 
for  the  office  of  sheriff  the  gentleaaa 
whose  name  was  second  oo  the  list. 

Lord  Brougham — I  believe,  my  Lordsi 
that  no  one  will  think  that  1  hold  diflferent 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  repeal  of 
the  union  from  those  of  my  noble  Friend, 

-  or  of  the  lx>rd    Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

I  But  I  must  say  again  that  I  do  not  think 

;  this  the  wav  to  expose  the  error,  or  to  pat 
down  the  discussion  of  that  qnestMNi.     I 

'  cannot  see  why  the  repeal  of  the  union  b 
to  be  excepted  from  other  questions,  and 
why  men  should  be  prevented  from  takia|f 

!  part  in  the  discussion  upon  it  jott  as  nnch 
as  upon  any  other,  the  discussion  beio|f 
no  oflTence  known  to  the  law. 

Relations  with  Persia.]    The  Earl 
of  Ripon  said,  that  in  making  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice,  though  he 
had  lately  understood  that  that  motion 
would  not  be  opposed  by  the  noble  Via. 
count  or  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  yet  be 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  state  the  grounds 
f)n  which  that  motion  was  made.     He  had 
liecn  led  to  this  course  from  the  great  im« 
portnncc  of  the  subject  to  which  it  related. 
Reluctant  as  he  always  was,  on  general 
grounds,   to  call   for   the   production   of 
papers  during  the  course   of   the   nego- 
tiations of   which    those   papers  were  a 
part,  and  to  which  they  alluded,  yet  he 
thought  that  the  present  position  of  our 
affairs  in  Persia — the  relation  in  which  we 
at  present  stood  to  that  country— >the  dif* 
ferences  which  had  arisen  respect  mg  it- 
warranted  him  on  the  present  occasion  in 
violating   the    rule    which    he    had    laid 
down  for  the  guidance  of  his  general  con- 
duct.    He  thought  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  justified  htm  in  making  the 
motion,  and  he  did  not,  when  he  had  first 
given  notice  of  it,  imagine  that  any  pnblic 
inconvenience  could  possibly  result  from 
compliance  with  it  or  from  hn  giving  such 
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notice,  for  had  he  imagined  that  any  in- 
convenience could  have  possibly  arisen,  he 
certainly  should  not  have  pursued  such  a 
course.  There  was  something  peculiar, 
something  very  little  understood,  some- 
thing very  unintelligible,  with  respect  to 
our  relations  with  Persia,  and  he  would 
now  draw  their  Lordships*  attention  to  the 
manner  in  which  those  relations  appeared 
to  stand.  At  the  opening  of  the  Session 
of  1839,  her  Majesty,  in  her  speech  from 
the  Throne,  had  stated  that  an  interrup- 
tion in  our  friendly  relations  with  the 
Court  of  Persia  had  taken  place,  and  a 
hope  was  also  expressed  by  her  Majesty 
that  such  interruption  would  not  be  of 
long  continuance.  Soon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Session  a  mass  of 
papers  had  been  laid  before  Parliament, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  cause  of 
that  interruption  in  our  friendly  relations 
which  had  been  alluded  to  in  the  speech, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  our  Minister  at 
Teheran  had  withdrawn  from  that  Court. 
It  appeared  that  those  grounds  were  prin- 
cipally connected  with  the  conduct  which 
had  been  pursued  by  the  authorities  of 
Persia  towards  a  certain  courier.  .  There 
were  other  matters  in  which  the  two 
Governments  were  more  or  less  implicated, 
but  the  immediate  cause  of  difference  ap- 
peared to  be  the  circumstances  attending 
this  matter  of  the  courier,  to  which  he 
should  presently  direct  iheir  Lordships' 
attention.  It  appeared  that  our  Minister 
had  quitted  the  Court  of  Teheran,  and  had 
directed  those  attached  to  the  embassy  to 
retire  to  Erzeroum,  within  the  Turkish 
territory,  whilst  he  had  directed  Sir 
Henry  Bethune,  Colonel  Shiel,  and  the 
military  officers  to  proceed  to  the  city  of 
Bagdad.  The  Ambassador  himself  came 
to  England.  It  appeared  that  the  Schah 
of  Persia,  alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  the 
interruption  of  the  friendly  relations  with 
this  countrv,  had  sent  a  Minister  here  to 
discuss  witli  the  British  Government  in 
this  country  the  matters  which  had  been 
in  discussion  between  the  Persian  govern- 
ment and  the  British  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  Teheran.  Her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  thought  it  their  duty  to 
slate  to  the  Persian  government  and  to 
that  individual,  that  he  would  not  be  re- 
ceived as  an  envoy  unless  he  were  em- 
powered to  make  all  the  concessions 
which  Sir  John  M'Neil  had  required  of 
the  Schah,  and  more  especially  in  the 
business    relating   to   the  courier.      Her 


Majesty's  Government  had  directed  her 
Ambassadors  at  the  Courts  of  Vienna, 
Constantinople,  and  Paris,  to  make  a 
communication  to  the  Persian  envoy, 
should  they  meet  with  him,  that  except 
those  conditions  were  complied  with,  he 
would  not  be  received.  That  individual 
came,  however,  to  this  country,  in  the 
month  of  June,  1839.  He  was  not  re- 
cognized by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  foreign  Affairs ;  he  managed,  how- 
ever, to  penetrate  the  recesses  of  Down- 
ing-street,  when  the  same  conditions  were 
insisted  on;  he  had  at  that  time  some 
conferences  with  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  by  writing  or 
personal  conversation  he  could  not  say, 
but  after  a  short  residence  here  he  re« 
turned  to  his  own  country,  and  from 
that  time  all  communication  between 
the  countries  had  ceased.  He  had  left 
this  country  on  the  7lh  of  July  in  the 
same  year.  So  after  a  very  short  resi- 
dence he  returned  to  Persia,  reinfectd. 
This  was  in  July,  and  in  August— at  the 
close  of  that  Session — her  Majesty  had 
announced  in  her  speech  from  the  Throne, 
that  she  regretted  to  say,  that  the  differ- 
ences between  the  British  Government 
and  the  Court  of  Teheran  continued  to 
exist,  but  she  expressed  at  the  same  time 
her  confident  hope  that  the  differences  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Persia  would  be 
speedily  and  satisfactorily  adjusted.  No- 
thing more  transpired  in  the  course  of  this 
last  Session  upon  the  subject.  There 
were  many  reasons  which  had  deterred 
people  from  pressing  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment for  explanation,  and  from  m^lc* 
ing  inquiries,  and  he  for  one  had  been  in* 
ciined  to  hope  that  at  the  close  of  the 
Session  they  would  have  been  informed 
that  all  those  matters  had  been  satisfac- 
torily settled.  But  her  Majesty's  Speech 
at  the  termination  of  the  Session  took  no 
notice  whatever  of  our  relations  with  Per- 
sia, and  those  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
matter  were  driven  to  hope  that  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Session 
some  explanation  would  be  furnished.  It 
was  with  great  surprise  and  regret  he 
found,  that  not  one  single  syllable,  good, 
bad,  or  indifferent,  was  said  in  the  Speech 
at  the  opening  of  the  Session.  So  that 
for  upwards  of  two  years  and  a  half  this 
affair  had  been  going  on,  and  all  the  in- 
terests of  British  subjects  in  Persia,  per- 
sonal and  commercial — all  the  public  and 
political  interests  of  this  country — from 
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that  period  had  been  left  to  the  chapter 
of  accidents,  without  the  sapport,  or  the 
pretence,  or  the  authority,  or  the  soper- 
intending  viligance  of  any  resident  effici- 
ent Minister  at  that  Court.  That  was  in 
itielf  a  fery  unfortunate  circumstance  ai 
regarded  any  country  with  which  we 
might  have  been  in  friendly  and  close  re- 
lation ;  but  it  was  particularly  so  with  re- 
spect to  Persia,  because  it  had  been  the 
policy  of  this  country  for  many  years  to 
cultivate  the  closest  connection  with  that 
country.  The  cessation  for  upwards  of 
two  years  of  an  alliance  of  that  sort  was 
no  very  light  matter,  more  particularly 
when  it  had  been  accompanied  with  some 
circumstances  of  irritation  and  alienation 
of  feeling,  because,  though  this  country 
might  recover  the  connection,  though  it 
might  get  back  into  what  might  appear 
to  be  a  state  of  friendship,  it  was  not  cer- 
tain that  the  alliance  would  be  recovered 
with  the  same  feelings  and  with  the  same 
advantages.  There  was  another  circum- 
stance that  made  it  peculiarly  unfortunate 
there  should  have  existed  this  alienation, 
which  was  the  time  and  circumstances 
during  which  it  took  place,  for  it  was  con- 
temporaneous with  that  undertaking  of  a 
gigantic  operation  beyond  the  Indus,  upon 
which  be  would  express  no  opinion  then, 
except  that  it  was  an  operation  the  results 
of  which  were  not  fully  developed,  and 
with  respect  to  which  no  one  would  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  until  they  were  deve- 
loped, whether  they  would  be  for  the  be- 
nefit or  the  detriment  of  this  country. 
He  hoped  they  would  prove  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  this  country,  but  it  was  clear 
that  any  interruption  of  our  relations  with 
Persia  during  the  time  that  was  going  on 
roust  greatly  aggravate  the  difficulties  of 
the  case.  Besides  which  their  Lordships 
would  recollect  that  one  of  the  many 
grounds  on  which  the  expedition  was  un- 
dertaken was  to  meet  certain  assumed  dan- 
gers arising  out  of  alleged  intrigues  and 
designs  on  the  part  of  Russia.  It  had 
been  obscurely  stated  in  the  decla- 
ration, but  the  allusion  was  obvious. 
The  same  allusion  was  made  with  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  Persia,  and  it 
was  represented  that  the  same  designs 
were  entertained  with  respect  to  Persia, 
and  the  same  intrigues  carried  on.  It  was 
true  that  when  the  Russian  Government 
explained  the  matter  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment here,  they  expressed  themselves 
perfectly  satisfied  with  that  explanation. 


He,  for  one,  had  Dot  joined  is  the  whna§ 
which  many  persons  had  ealcrtaiiicd  re- 
specting the  designs  of  Roaia;  b«t  m 
those  alarms  did  certainly  exist  in  ika 
minds  of  Urge  and  inflneoiial  bodiea,  it 
was,  to  say  the  least,  a  moat  «Bto«afd 
circumstance  that  this  absence  of  British 
authority  at  the  court  of  Teberaa  shoold 
take  place  exactly  at  this  time,  and  ia« 
stead  of  seeking,  under  such  circmnstaiiceSy 
to  unite  still  more  closely,  and  by  the  mo. 
tual  ties  of  interest,  the  two  couotries,  that 
Persia  should  be  left  complelelj  open  to 
the  intrigues  to  which  he  had  lefeired. 
The  two  countries  were  now  respectively 
in  a  position  which  he  did  not  nnflentaiKL 
He  did  not  know  whether  they  were  at 
peace  or  at  war.  It  seemed  an  easy  thio^ 
to  ascertain ;  but  really,  in  the  |Kescot 
case,  it  was  a  question  which  he  could  not 
answer.  Her  Majesty's  Government,  he 
supposed,  would  say,  that  we  were  not  at 
war  with  Persia ;  and  if  they  could  show 
that  there  had  only  been  an  intermptioo  of 
diplomatic  relations  he  wonld  willingly 
think  that  was  not  war.  The  dispute  which 
had  taken  place  between  the  countries  and 
the  differences  which  still  existed  were 
also  not  of  themselves  war,  nor  waa  the 
abrogation  of  existing  treaties  in  itself 
war,  but  he  asked  when  this  country  had 
taken,  forcibly  taken,  possession  of  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  Persian  territory  withoet 
their  consent,  knowledge,  or  approbation, 
and  not  only  had  taken  possession  of  it, 
but  retained  that  possession,  and  still  re- 
tained the  territory  which  had  been  thea 
seized— he  asked,  was  not  this  an  act  of 
war  ?  It  might  be  unjust,  it  might  be  wise, 
or  it  might  be  the  height  of  folly,  but  whe- 
ther  the  one  or  the  other,  was  it  not  the 
expression  on  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  of  warlike  intentions?  Could 
they  say  that  it  was  more  or  less  than  an 
act  of  war  ?  and  having  stated  this  fact  to 
their  Lordships,  he  was  entitled  to  demand 
from  the  noble  Viscount  and  the  Govern- 
ment a  full,  clear,  and  specific  explanation 
on  the  subject.  Could  it  be  said  that  the 
departure  of  Sir  John  M'Neil  from  the 
court  of  Persia  was  an  ordinary  leave  of 
absence  ?  The  East  India  company  had 
engaged  to  pay  for  the  support  of  a  mis- 
sion r2,000/.,  but  they  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  pay  that  sum  unless  an  efficient, 
an  accredited,  and  authoritative  mission 
was  maintained  at  Teheran.  And  was 
there  Slid)  a  mission  in  Persia  at  present? 
Sir  J.  M'Ncil  was  either  in  England  or 
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Scotland — Colonel  Shiel,  a    clever  and 
competent  man  was  at  Erzeroum,  and  Sir 
H.    Bethune   at   Bagdad.      How   could 
this,  then,  be  called  an  efficient  mission  ? 
He  would  now  beg  for  one  moment  to  call 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to  the  cir- 
cumstances which   had   led  to  Sir  John 
McNeil's  departure — the  story  of  the  cou- 
rier, to  which  he  had  already  alluded — 
for  it   was  very  important   to   bring  the 
whole  case  fairly  before  their  Lordships. 
He  admitted  at  the  outset  his  firm  belief 
that,  whatever  Sir  John  M*Neil  had  done 
he  had  done  from  the  very  best  intentions, 
but  he  must  at  tiie  same  time  assert  that 
what  Sir  John  McNeil  had  done  was,  in 
his  opinion,  absololely  and  entirely  wrong. 
But  he  was  not  desirous  of  pressing  upon 
that  Gentleman.     He  was  confident,  that 
Sir  John  M*Neil  had  acted  from  what  he 
thought  to  be  the  best  and  soundest  po- 
licy, but  when  their  Lordships  had  heard 
what  the  course  which  he  had  adopted 
really  was,  and  what  were  the  steps  he  had 
felt  justified  in  taking,  he  was  confident 
that  they  then  would  join  with  him  in  re- 
gretting, as  they  would  also  join  with  him 
in  his  surprise  at,  the  conduct  which  her 
Majesty's  Government  had  taken  respect- 
ing such  a  course,  in  confirming  and  sup- 
porting such  conduct.     It  appeared,  then, 
that  some  points  of  difference  had  arisen 
between    the   Schah   of  Persia   and   the 
Prince  of  Herat.     These  differences  were 
in  existence  when  Mr.  Ellis  had  been  our 
minister  in  that  country.    He  had  thought 
that  the  course  which  the  Schah  intended 
to  take  was   alike   injurious   to  his  own 
prospects  and  to  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try of  which  he  was  the  able  and  zealous 
representative.     Mr.  Ellis  had  exerted  his 
influence,  and  his  influence  was   by   no 
means  insignificant,  to  induce  the  Schah 
to  desist  from   the  pursuit  of  the  course 
which   he   had    then   intended  to  adopt. 
Mr.  Ellis  succeeded,  and  the  designs  of 
the  Schah  were,  for  a  time,  abandoned. 
They  were,  however,  he  regretted  to  in- 
form  their    Lordships,   subsequently    re- 
newed.    He  regretted  to  be  compelled  to 
say  so,  though  he  must  confess,  and  he  be- 
lieved that  it  was  generally  admitted,  that 
merely  with  relation  to  the  Schah  of  Per- 
sia and  the  Prince  of  Herat,  the  Schah 
was  in  the  right.     Mr.  Ellis  had  thought 
so,   and  Sir  J.  M'Neil  was  of  the  same 
opinion.     In  continuing  then,  his  history 
of  the  facts  ;  the  Schah  marched  his  army 
to  attack  Herat.     This  had  been  done  in 
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1837.    Whilst  the  Scbah's  army  was  con* 
tinning  its  march,  and  had  approached 
nearly  to   Herat,  an  attempt   had  been 
made  on  the  part  of  the  prince   of  that 
place  to  induce  the  Schah  to  abandon  his 
project.     An  envoy  was  sent  for  this  pur- 
pose,   and  it  appeared   from    Sir  ,K>hQ 
McNeil's  despatches,  that  he  failed  in  the 
object  which  he  had  had  in  view.     Sir 
John  McNeil,  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
feelings  of  the  army,  had  had  reason  to 
believe — at  any  rate,  whether  correctly  or 
not  he  had  believed — that  this  envoy,  on 
his  return  to  Herat,  would  be  stopped,  and 
perhaps  maltreated.     So,  accordingly,  he 
'  had  sent  a  courier  to  some  place  on  the 
road  to  accompany  the  envoy  thus  far  on 
!  his  journey.     This  place  to  which  Sir  J, 
j  McNeil  had  limited  his  courier's  progress 
,  was  to   the   Persian   territory.     But  the 
courier  had  not  been  content  to  obey  the 
directions  of  his  master,  whether  induced 
by  the  envoy  himself,  or  by  whom  he  could 
not  say,  and  had  accompanied  the  envoy 
into  the  territory  of  Herat.    He  had  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  some  soldiers,  was  stop- 
ped, and  more  or  less  ill-used.     Sir  John 
McNeil  had  thought,   and  this   was   his 
great    error,    that    this  proceeding    had 
been  intended  as   an  insult  to  him  as 
the  Minister  of  Great  Britain — an  insult 
to  the  country  of  which  he  was  the  repre- 
sentative.    He  had  demanded  an  expla* 
nation  and  apology ;  this  had  been  grant- 
ed,  but  not  satisfied  with   this  he   had 
claimed  also   a  specific   reparation  in  a 
particular  manner.     He  was  not  content 
with  a  general  reparation  in  any  manner 
which  the  Persian  government  might  think 
the  most  suitable  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  but  he  demanded  a  peculiar  and 
specific  mode  which  he  himself  pointed 
out,  and  not  having  obtained  this  he  felt 
himself  compelled  to  quit  the  country,  and 
to  interrupt  by  that  one  act  the  diplomatic 
relations  for  so  many  years  existing  be- 
tween the  countries.     But  what  was  this 
courier?     He  begged  to  call  the  attention 
of  their  Lordships  to  this  point.     What 
was  the  courier  doing  at  the  time  ?     And 
who  was  this  courier  thus  acting  ?     He 
would  just  point  out  to  them  what  this 
man  was  doing,  an  interruption  to  whom 
had  excited  so  strongly  the  indignation  of 
Sir  J.  M'Neil.     Without  an  order,  autho- 
rity, or  passport,  he  had  gone  from  the 
Persian  territory  into  that  city  with  which 
Persia  was  in  open  hostility,  and  against 
which  she  was  about   to   commence  a 
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'J:^  rxprHs  r=--.'ei:  c:  GrcrAi  Brkaa.  Il 
VIS  despiT  t:  be  d^plcred  i&At  it  vis  not 
'J::-:zz.i  i.^'tleii  10  rece.re  the  ftpolo^ 
vr.  :^  had  be«:a  ooered.  Bat  Sir  J. 
M-'Nt:!  vu  11c  iaiisoexi,  and  for  this 
r«asc:i,  Le  hid  kfi  t^«  ccaatrf.  For  this 
r-riK.!,  'tie  L>CK<e  Lo^d,  *Jie  Sccfeury  for 
Fsre!g2  Ask.n,  L«d  refMicd  to  reeeif  e  tlie 
tntz-s  «Lo  Lad  been  le&i  from  Penia  Co 
L'.s  co::BtrT  a.TkatW  to  settle  the  differ- 
esccs  vhich  had  arisen.  When  voold 
couLtfj  «LoK  icLerests  h«  ^Ji^id^,  \o  fucb  acoiher  opportsnitj  present  itself? 
diitarb  tbe  d:p*ox&t«  reUtiocs  exit'ic.^  6j  vbocc.  at  any  fatare  time,  coald  the 
between  Pen.n  ^lA  Eazlacd  bv  a  bu:v  De'otiat:or.s  be  carried  on  ?  Woold  Sir 
withdrawal  from  the  Coort  of  Teberan.  J.  M'Nei!  conduct  them  ?  He  was  either 
It  was  far  from  clear,  then,  tb3i:  Sir  J.  in  Enzlar.d  or  Scotland.  Would  Col. 
M'Neil  had  been  right  in  the  ccorfe  Shiel  ?  He  was  at  Eizeroan.  WooM 
whicb  be  felt  oeceisarj  lo  pursue.  He  '  Sir  Henry  Eethune?  He  was  in  Bafdad. 
belieYed,  and  the  majority  of  their  Lord-  Wbo  then  could  conduct  ssch  negotia* 
ships  would  agree  wi'h  bim,  that  he  had  (ions?  Would  the  Minister  in  Downing- 
acted  wrongly,  but  be,  under  the  heat  of  -  street  ?  Some  explanation  ought  to  be 
tbe  soppo»ed  insult,  might  not  so  carefully  given — some  explanation  was  doe  both  to 
hare  looked  at  the  consequences  or  seen  Parliament  and  the  people  for  this  neglect 
so  clearly  the  results  of  his  conduct  or  >  of  so  fafourable  an  opportunity  to  settle 
the  principles  iovolfed  in  it.  But  the  I  the  disputes,  and  heal  the  wounds  which 
wonder  was,  to  his  mind,  that  her  Maj.'sty's  { tbe  conduct  of  Sir  J.  M'Neil  had  unfbr- 
Goferoment  had  not  seen  the  necessarv    tunately  caused.     If  any  written  comoaa* 


results  of  such  a  course  and  bad  ventured 
to  support  and  back  up  Sir  J.  M'Neil  in 
his  unusual  and  unnecessary  claim  for  this 
specific  reparation.  For,  what  had  her 
Msjesty*s  Government  actually  done — 
what  bad  thev  said,  by  their  conduct  ? 
Why,  they  had  said  that  the  iirotection  of 
diplomatic  authority  included  any  and 
every  act  committed  out  of  the  territory 
over  which  the  ambassador's  or  minister's 
influence  extended,  and  that  it  did  so  in 
defiance  of  the  law  of  the  country  in 
which  such  act  was  committed.  They  had, 
in  reality,  claimed  the  ri;^ht  to  absolve  a 
Persian  subject  from  allegiance  to  his  own 
country.  This  was,  indeed,  a  most  im- 
portant topic,  and  Co  it  he  most  seriously 
invited  the  consideration  of  their  Ix>rd- 
ships.  The  I'crsian  government  had 
ofTcred  Co  Sir  John  M'Neil  an  apology— 
had  given  an  explanation,  and  had  acceded 
to  some  redress.  But  they  had  rL-Tiised 
to  go  the  other  step  which  Sir  J.  M*Neil 
so  imperatively  demanded.  They  dis- 
missed Che  ofiicrr  who  had  seized  this 
courier,  about  whom  the  dispute  had  alto- 


nication  had  taken  place  between  the 
envoy  and  her  Majesty's  Secretary  it 
ought  to  be  produced ;  but  if  the  inter- 
course were  purely  private  and  conversa- 
tional, they,  of  course,  must  do  without 
it.  But  he  thought  it  almost  impossible 
that  no  written  communication  shovld 
have  passed  between  the  parties,  and  if 
so,  that  certainly  was  one  of  the  doea- 
ments  which  they  ought  to  give.  Havior 
made  so  many  observations,  he  would 
trouble  their  Ijord ships  but  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes longer.  He  trusted  that  they  now 
agreed  with  him  in  thinking  that  the  sab- 
ject  to  which  he  had  drawn  their  attention, 
was  not  a  matter  of  slight  importance«aiid 
he  hoped  that  he  had  not  treated  it  indis- 
creetly, or  with  passion,  or  with  a  spirit  of 
partizanship.  He  could  not  think  thai 
such  a  state  of  things  ought  to  have  been 
allowed  to  go  on  for  upwards  of  two  Tears. 
The  principle  of  refusing  papers  auring 
the  progress  of  negotiations,  to  which  this 
referred  as  a  general  rule,  was  unques- 
tionably sound,  but  there  were  circua- 
stances  in  this  particular  case  which  pre- 
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vented  its  application.  It  ttas  not  treat- 
ing Parliament  rightly  by  leaving  to  private 
individuals  the  necessity  of  fishing  out 
information  fbr  themselves  on  questions 
of  such  importance.  The  present  state  of 
our  affairs  with  Persia  was  injurious  alike 
to  our  commercial  interests,  and  our  poli- 
tical position,  and  every  information  on 
the  subject  should  beaObrded  not  produc- 
tive of  public  inconvenience  —  and  com- 
piilible  wilh  public  safety.  The  noble  Earl 
concluded  bv  moving  "  for  all  correspond- 
ence which  fiad  taken  place  between  her 
Majesty's  Governtnem  and  the  Court  of 
Teheran,  on  the  subject  of  the  cessation 
of  our  relations  with  Persia." 

Viscount  McUmurnc — I  perfectly  agree 
with  the  noble  Earl  as  to  the  importance 
of  the  subject  wbich  he  has  now  brought 
before  the  House,  and  agreeing  with  him 
on  this  point,  I  think  it  was  quite  natural 
that  he  should  so  bring  it  forward.  I  agree 
with  him  also  in  opinion,  that  he  has 
brought  it  forward  moat  discreetly,  without 
any  passion  or  improper  warmth,  hut  with 
that  prudence  which  tharacteriscs  every 
step  which  the  noble  Earl  takes  in  your 
Lordships'  House.  It  is  our  knowledge 
and  full  conviction  of  the  great  im)K)rtancc 
of  this  subject —  a  conviction  which  we 
shore  with  the  noble  Earl — which,  though 
the  difitrcnccs  between  this  country  and 
Persia  are  not  completely  settled,  and  the 
points  of  dispute  are  nut  so  adjusted  as  to 
permit  the  renewal  of  diplomatic  inter- 
course, yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  has 
induced  us,  feeling  what  has  been  so 
strongly  imprest^l  upon  us  by  the  nobk 
Earl,  that  no  public  mischief  or  Injury 
whatever  could  arise  from  the  pursuit  of 
such  a  course,  to  lay  before  the  House  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place  be- 
tween her  Majesty's  Uuvcrumcnt  and  the 
Court  of  Persia.  We  have  determined  to 
adopt  this  step,  and  to  agree  to  tho  motion 
of  the  noble  Earl,  in  order  tiiat  every 
information  may  be  given  to  your  Lord- 
ships on  the  puintsofdifierence  which  have 
arisen,  and,  accordingly,  we  have  not 
availed  ourselves — as  in  perfect  accordance 
wilh  the  custom  and  practice  and  consti- 
tutional precedent  of  Parliament,  we  were 
entitled — of  the  oxcuae  for  the  non-pro- 
duction of  those  pa))ers,  that  the  settlement 
of  such  difTercnces  is  still  in  progress.  I 
feci  that  'the  noble  Earl,  who  has  taken 
several  olijcctions  to  the  proceedings  of  her 
Majesty's  (Jnvemment,  will,  by  the  pro- 
duction of  these  documents,  be  in  a  position 
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to  form  a  more  clear,  sound,  unbtuMd 
judgment  upon  them,  and  that  your  Lonl- 
ships  will  also  be  enabled,  with  him,  to 
arrive  at  a  more  accurate  and  sound  judg- 
ment on  the  course  which  wc  have  purmied 
than,  without  them,  either  you  or  the  noUe 
Lord,  by  any  possibility  could.  The  noble 
Earl,  in  the  course  of  his  able  speech, 
stated  correctly  the  grounds  on  which  the 
differences  have  arisen  between  the  Court 
of  her  gracious  Majesty  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Court  of  Teheran  on  the  otheF. 
The  original  cause  of  the  dispute  was  cw> 
tainly  that  which  we,  and  Sir  John  M'Neil, 
considered  an  insult  to  this  country,  and 
its  representative.  The  noble  Earl  also 
stated  correctly  that  an  envoy  had  been  sent 
to  thJB  country  from  Persia,  and  that  that 
officer  was  not  received  by  his  noble  Friend 
the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs.  He  was 
not  so  received  at  first,  but  aubccquently 
my  noble  Friend  admitted  him  to  some  con- 
ferences. And  here  I  beg  to  state,  that  in 
those  conferences,  the  grounds  were  laid 
for  the  subsequent  adjustment  of  the  dif. 
fercnccs  then  existing  between  the  coun- 
tries ;  and  now  many  of  those  diffeienees— 
the  matter  with  regard  to  the  courier)  the 
insult  to  our  admiral,  and  other  questltiits 
relating  to  the  dignity  of  the  British  Crown, 
and  the  respect  due  to  British  agents,  whlth 
are  of  the  greatest  importance  to  this  coun- 
try itself,  but  of  the  most  vital  importance 
to  India,  leading,  if  not  properly  regarded 
and  maintained,  to  most  improper  condDct 
in  the  case  of  all  transactions,  Many  of 
these  differences  have  now  been  settled. 
The  noble  Earl  was  of  opinion,  that  Sir 
J.  M'Neil  had  been  wrong  in  taking  up  so 
warmly  the  matter  of  the  courier,  and  that 
her  Majesty's  Government  was  wrong  ill 
Kupportmg  him;  but  I  think,  my  Lradi, 
that  when  you  here  read  the  whole  of  the 
papers  for  which  the  noble  Earl  has  Just 
I  moved,  you  will  agree  with  my  opinion, 
that  a  studied  insult  was  offered  to  her 
Majesty's  ambassador,  and  that  It  was  Im- 
possible to  pass  it  over  with  less  notice  than 
was  actually  taken  of  it.  I  have  before 
stated,  that  my  noble  Friend  at  the  head 
of  Foreign  AfitiirB,  saw  the  Persian  Envoy 
when  he  was  in  London ;  but  I  must  in- 
form your  Lordships  that  he  did  not  aee 
him  of&cialiy — that  he  did  not  odmit  his 
official  character.  He  saw  him  privately, 
and  in  such  interviews,  I  again  repeat,  tluit 
grounds  were  laid  for  the  accommodatioti 
of  all  those  questions  on  which  difference 
txistctl,  except  in  one  important  particniar. 
The  noble  Lord  says,  it  is  impaanUe  to 
2  C  2 
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decide  whether  this  country  is  at  war  or 
peace  with  Persia.  We  have  certainly  ter- 
minated,  for  a  tinie>  the  diplomatic  relations 
of  the  two  countries,  but  that  does  not  con- 
stitute war«  as  the  noble  Earl  very  truly 
said.  We  have  also,  seized  upon  the  island 
of  Karrack,  which  we  did  in  consequence 
of  the  expedition  which  formed  the  prin- 
cipal cause  of  difference  between  us — the 
expedition  against  the  important  state  of 
Herat.  The  noble  Earl  has  said,  that  the 
Schah  of  Persia  had  great  cause  of  war 
against  the  governor  of  Herat,  and  that  we 
admitted  it.  In  some  respects  it  was  so. 
The  ruler  of  Herat  had  committed  aji^gres- 
sions  upon  the  territory  of  Persia  and  had 
made  slaves  of  Persian  subjects.  For  these 
injuries  we  admitted  that  the  Schah  uf 
Persia  was  entitled  to  demand  reparation, 
but  we  never  admitted  the  claim  made  bv 
the  Schah  of  Persia  to  the  sovereignty  of 
Herat,  as  being  situated  in  the  province 
of  Khorassan,  and  therefore  as  soon  as  re- 
paration was  offered  by  Herat  for  the  inju- 
ries committed,  we  contended  that  the 
grounds  of  war  had  ceased,  and  Sir  John 
McNeil  assured  the  Schah  of  Peria  that  if 
hostilities  against  Herat  were  persisted  in 
it  would  be  war  with  England,  and  upon 
this  notification  the  siege  of  Herat  was 
raised  and  the  Persian  army  withdrawn  from 
the  territories  of  Herat.     Upon  that  very 

§  round  it  was,  that  the  Schah  of  Persia  akin- 
oned  the  siege  of  Herat,  and  retired  to  his 
own  territory.  With  regard  to  the  minor 
questions,  the  cases  of  the  courier,  and  of 
the  adroiral>  and  other  cases  which  he  did 
not  at  that  moment  remember,  ample  satis- 
faction haH  l)een  offered  to  the  Ciovernment, 
which  satisfaction  we  are  prepared  to  ac- 
cept. 'I'heru  is  only  one  point  which  \nc 
vents  the  rc-cstublisliment  of  our  diplo- 
matic intercounte  wiih  Persia,  and  that  is 
the  quest icm  with  regard  to  the  fortress  of 
Ghorian,  a  dependency  of  Herat,  at  tlie 
end  of  the  valley  in  which  Herat  is  situated, 
and  a  place  of  great  importance  to  Herat, 
both  in  a  military  and  financial  point  of 
view.     The  Schah  of  Persia  said  he  would 

S've  up  that  fortress  to  the  Prince  of 
erat,  but  until  that  question  be  settled, 
the  Government  has  felt  it  a  duty  to  con- 
tinue the  withdrawal  of  the  British  ambas- 
sador. As  soon  as  that  fortress  is  restored, 
peace  will  be  re-established  between  the  two 
nations,  and  the  diplomatic  functions  re- 
sume<l.  Nobody  can  feel  more  than  I  do 
the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
great  importance  of  settling  matters  so  as  to 
secure  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Central 


Asia ;  and^  my  Lords,  I  beg  to  mj^  I  have 
very  strong  reason  to  hope  and  expect  that 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  actuated  by  the 
same  feelings,  and  that  we  shall  have  hit  aid 
and  assistance  in  composiDg  those  differ- 
ences  which  unfortunately  have  so  long 
existed  between  us  and  the  Schah  of 
Persia.  I  have  now  only  to  addj  that  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  production  of  theie 
papers. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

C  A  K  A  DA .]  The  Bishop  of  Exeter  said, 
that  he  wished  to  call  their  Lordships* 
attention  to  a  matter  of  some  importance. 
It  appeared  by  the  votes,  that  on  the 
29ih  of  last  month,  certaio  ordinances 
from  Canada  were  laid  on  the  Table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  Some  delay  hav- 
iog  occurred,  he  sent  to  the  Queen's  prin- 
ter, and  the  answer  was,  that  the  ordi- 
nances were  sent  to  the  Colonial  Office 
for  revision,  and  that  there  were  some 
deficiencies  to  be  supplied.  This  answer* 
he  must  say,  he  thought  rather  eitra- 
ordinary.  According  to  the  Act  of  Par- 
liament, these  ordinances  roust  lay  ibirtj 
days  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  before 
they  could  become  law;  but  they  were 
not  printed  till  the  16th  of  this  month, 
and  so  there  remained  only  eight  or  ten 
davs  for  their  consideration.  He  did  not 
know  what  the  pro|>er  course  was,  whether 
the  Queen's  printer  should  be  called  to 
the  Bar  to  answer  what  questions  might 
be  put  to  him  on  the  subject.  He  should 
like  to  know  what  was  the  proper  course. 
Before  he  presented  the  petition  to-morrow^ 
of  wliich  he  had  given  notice,  he  would 
ask  the  noble  Viscount  what  explanation 
he  could  give  on  the  subject? 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Monday,  February  29,  1841. 
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fittwilllani,  tut  Richmond. 

PetJtiont  pmMitnl.  Uy  Lord  Mnqwdi.  Mr.  Sobmii,  CoI(k 
nel  Rawdon,  ami  Rcrrrel  other  Mcmbm.  from  Dova, 
Antrim,  Mifpo.  Armagh,  and  oUier  plaeai,  fbt  ljut€  Moii- 
pedt't  Irish  RripAtration  Bill.— By  Lord  Stanley.  CoIomI 
Brucn,  Sir  Charln  CtnCr,  and  nthrrft.  from  BcUaat,  Cw- 
low.  Queen's  Ciiunty.  and  other  plncn.  in  Ikmur  of  Loii 
SUnley't  BilL— By  Mr.  Fielden.  Mr.  T.  PJtkcr,  Mr. 
PhillpoCtB,  and  (iChcr«.  from  LaneB»hire,  L«ylaid«  Oian> 
ce«ter,  and  iiCher  place*,  for  Amelinratkm  of  the  eKMI^ 
Poor-lafn.— By  Sir  Rohnt  In^lb,  from  Pariahs  in  Voili 
and  Nnrfiilk.  |iniyin|i  fiir  Church  riliqaloB,  Bf  Mi. 
Clay.  fViNn  shomtitrh.  fur  a  Repeal  of  the  Wiadov  Tn. 
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to  call  the  attention  of  the  Speaker  to  the 
great  inconvenience  occasioned  to  Mem- 
bers who  lived  at  a  distance  from  the 
House,  by  the  regulation,  which  required 
that  any  Parliamentary  papers  sent  by 
them  to  their  constituents  through  the 
medium  of  the  post,  must  he  despatched 
from  the  House  itself.  He  would  suggest 
that  Members  should  be  supplied  with 
stamped  covers  or  envelopes,  which  should 
enable  them  to  transmit  such  papers  from 
their  own  homes,  instead  of  imposing  upon 
them  the  trouble  and  inconvenience  of 
making  a  special  journey  to  that  House. 

The  Speaker  intimated  that  the  object 
of  the  regulation  of  which  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman complained,  was  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  fraud  upon  the  Post-office. 

Colonel  Stood  art.]  Mr.  Monckton 
MUnes,  seeing  the  Foreign  Secretary  in 
his  place,  begged  to  put  a  question  to  him 
in  reference  to  the  detention  of  Colonel 
Stoddart,  in  Bokhara.  The  noble  Lord, 
in  reply  to  a  question  put  to  him  upon  the 
same  subject  on  a  former  occasion,  pro- 
mised to  use  every  means  in  his  power  to 
bring  about  the  liberation  of  that  gallant 
officer.  He  now  wished  to  inquire  whether 
that  object  had  been  attained  ? 

Viscount  Palmerston  was  sorry  to  state, 
that  the  exertions  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  the  liberation  of  Colonel 
Stoddart  had  not  as  vet  been  successful. 
Still  he  had  hopes  that  they  would 
eventually  succeed.  Colonel  Stoddart 
had  been  subjected  to  very  severe  and 
unjustifiable  treatment  during  his  confine- 
ment. He  would  not  now  go  into  the 
details,  but  he  might  state  generally  that 
he  had  reason  to  believe,  that  during  the 
time  he  was  confined.  Colonel  Stoddart 
might  have  obtained  his  release  at  the  in- 
tercession of  the  agent  of  a  foreign  power, 
but  Colonel  Stoddart,  not  knowing  that 
the  intervention  of  that  agent  was 
sanctioned  by  his  own  government,  very 
honourably  and  nobly  declined  to  avail 
himself  of  it.  Colonel  Stoddart  felt,  that 
as  he  was  employed  by  the  British  Go- 
vernment, it  was  only  through  the  British 
Government  that  he  could  be  released. 
Government  would  use  all  the  means  in 
their  power  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
his  release. 

International  Copyright.]  Lord 
Mahon  begged  leave  to  renew  the  question 
which  he  had  put  on  a  former  occasion  to 


the  noble  Lord  (the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs)  regarding  the  question  of  inter- 
national copyright.  Perhaps  the  noble 
Lord  would  be  good  enough  to  state  what 
pro{?resa  had  been  made  on  the  subject. 

Viscount  Palmerston  had  found,  upon 
inquiry,  that  propositions  had  been  made 
to  the  Governments  of  the  United  Stales, 
the  German  Confederation,  Saxony,  and 
Prussia,  but  none  of  those  overtures  had 
led  to  any  satisfactory  result. 

Switzerland.]  Lord  Eliot  wished 
to  ask  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  a  document  which 
had  lately  been  published  in  the  news- 
papers relative  to  the  suppressi'>n  of  the 
convent  of  Argau,  in  Switzerland,  was  an 
authentic  document. 

Lord  Palmerston  could  not  answer 
for  the  authenticity  of  documents  which 
might  appear  in  the  newspapers,  or  which 
one  foreign  government  might  make  to 
another.  Undoubtedly  the  Austrian  Go- 
vernment had  informed  the  Government 
of  her  Majesty  that  they  had  made  cer- 
tain communications  to  Switzerland  on 
the  subject  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lord ; 
but  as  regarded  the  document  in  question, 
be  could  not  say  whether  it  was  authentic 
or  not. 

Parliamentary  Voters  (Ireland.)] 
Viscount  Morpe^A  then  moved  the  order  of 
the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Re. 
gistration  of  Voters  (Ireland),  Bill  No.  2. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  that  if  the  objections 
which  those  who  sat  on  his  side  of  the 
House  entertained  against  the  Bill  intro- 
duced by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland  had  been  confined  to  matters 
of  mere  detail  or  arrangement,  if,  agreeing 
in  the  main  objects  of  the  bill,  or  in  the 
principles  sought  to  be  carried  out,  they 
differed  from  the  noble  Lord  as  to  the 
mode  and  machinery  by  which  those  prin- 
ciples were  to  be  carried  into  effect,  or 
even  in  the  subordinate  provisions  of  the 
bill,  he,  for  his  own  part,  however  wide 
that  difference  might  be,  or  however  im- 
portant the  points  on  which  they  differed, 
notwithstanding  the  opposition  which  had 
been  offered  to  his  own  bill  during  the 
last  Session,  would  have  been  content  on 
the  present  occasion  to  have  reserved  all 
discussion  to  a  subsequent  stage.  He 
should  have  offered  no  opposition  to  the 
second  reading,  but  have  felt  it  his  duty 
to  have  taken  the  discussion  seriatim  on 
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"n.^,  'Jie  ordinary  Jag-iiagM  of  thcqi 
ufl.'iLCtis  ;  lad  j^  .arryiocae  fcr  t!ieir 
i.ii^r  A:.on  ue  pcrpetoai  cocen  of 


flat*  !^  t-r'sc*i  '^i  '.ait  H'»«i  zi»"ir  ..-.^^ 

lAo^i"  .t      »"."h     r.im.     a.vt      ;.d     ::--.s-': 
leat  V>  the  lirccr.^  r»*d..-.r  of  »  'j..:  *r.:c"*. 

tbar.  ei».*«  -r.e  i^^'^tr.  of  fc^^.-itxc,  u: 


'^i.i.'nj   aod  oo««c:kMi9.   Bake  toe  whole 
Y*ar  coe  eocuaaed  scene  of 
i:id  ■c.eciH:a.    I:  vooki  leave  ooc  a 
-.irc.i  a  «e«a  of  breatiiJie  :iaK  beci 
Se-ft^ioa  avi  ><aMi:::.  but  •oa^i  keep  ike 

:.ip3t».  T'i-.e  nooie  Lord  nid,  that  be 
'id  cciQsected  to  anauai  RTaioa.  No 
ocq'u  the  noble  Lord  bad  dooe  ».  bst  ke 
iij  clcf^itd  \ht  ccDditioa  with  Mck  re- 
ft'^'i^i'^cs  24  wo^jIJ  open  a  vide  door  to 
TStVhtt  r.*v  TO  I:-  wVi,  and  \r*  Ir-rlir. .  fra-^/iaieat  ar.d  fictiuoos  roten:  for, 
n^vt,  ^:A  c.rsr'.^'  U'yr*  X'/^\ft  e^i'-^.f-.^d  'J^.v/n  ite  r.oble  Lord  had  told  then  that 
iri  ani  o:'-.<>7  pn-t  o?  :-»  k  r.^iora.  As  :•£-  :^  voiid  peraiit  anasii  reviskxi — ihoogk 
^zrctd  i^-i  oe'.a  a  of  :i^  bi.-i  bro.A'.t  i.o 

lobyecT,  ■».:■.  L".^  ei-tfor*  -,f  ::  =  iic£ 
to  viiich  ft  \.sA  a.:id^J.  '.rie  f<r.:.:i  in 
wbicu  ir.*-.  BM ".«::«.-▼  d.2*r*d  •■=;•  not 
ferr  t^:.v&rc.-i.  T.-st  wsre  of  ~.::«  or 
lesi  lOi^rtar. :■*  ;    b-:    -.o;r^«   tir:c  »ii 

i«o  b.  .-,  .:  -i*  «:•'■.  ;-rvi:  «i*  »:'K::.-yn 
that  I.  r\u  'i  .r,  l:.e  b.il  •^ro-jr:*'  ia  i#v  l".€ 
noUe  Ix/fd  thii  y^ar  tr.-it  h<:  ^I'i  approxi- 
mate in  no  4rfi;i.l  tlfr^rt^d  to  the  |irihr:iplc:i  ft  ad  that  qualifiralioii  when  pot  apoa  Ike 
whir II  \it:  ha'l  thU'it^urfrti  to  the  lloriM:  registry,  arifJ  that  a  change  of  circaai- 
fliirini;  ih«r  l'i«l  S<:««ion  princifilc*  wKicli  mancc-v  h^id  occurrod  by  which  he  had 
hmi\  U'Bfi  ih<'  «iilij<rt  /if  (Iff  rniir;h  vittipr;-  ;  lo%t  iu  The  consequence  would  be,  to 
rrtfifiM  IroiM  ihn  oIImt  ftiilir  of  Ihf  lloiMC.  (^ivf;  a  perAon  perpetual  immuDily  from 
III  tlin  iritif«n  fil  luti  yrni  th<*  |iriiiripal  fraud  when  lii^  name  was  once  apon  tke 
filiji.i->ii.ii  inkifi  liy  till*  lioti.  Mciiihfrr  thf  rfr^utry.  On  this  |>oint,  then,  there  was 
AiioMiiiy  i/iinriil  Ifii  lif-hitifl,  wiu  iitn(f*d  I  :i  fliH'cicncc  hctWLMMi  the  present  bill  and 
hy  him  III  lii>,  ihtil  hi*  liiifilily  itml  phiinly  '.  his  own.  He  had  proposed  laU  year  that 
oh}rrtrfl  \n  iiii  iifiiiii.il  trvinifiii  ul  iilL  The  .  un  apfieal  should  he  allowed  against  a 
iiohlf!  bud,  lifiwirvfT,  hiiil  this  yrar  r:i>n-  claimant  admitted,  as  well  as  io  favour 
srnifrd  to  an  aiiiiuiil  ri'viinrtii  of  votes  ;  hut,  of  a  claimant  rejected*  and  this,  in 
the  nohle  Lord  liiid,  nt  the  same  time,  the  first  instance,  was  deemed  to  be  a 
roiipkd  the  nninial  revision  with  what  ho  I  ^reat  hardship.  It  was  said, 'that  this 
(l/ird  Stanley)  had  proposed,  an  annual  '  would  he  throwing  great  obstacles  in  the 
registration.  The  noble  Lord  also  coupled  |  way  of  persons  acquiring  political  rights, 
with  that  annual  revision  a  quarterly  re-  yet  the  principle  had  been  adopted ;  for, 
^islration.  The  noble  Lord,  while  he  con-  by  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord,  an  appeal 
scnied  to  pur^^e  the  registry  of  names  '.  would  lie  to  the  appellate  tribunal  agaiast 
which    had    no    right  to  remain    on   it, '  the  admission  as  well  as  against  the  rejco- 


.'.»  perm/.tel  objections  to  be  nadc  lo  a 
flO!er  oa  t£t  ero-ind  that  he  no  kniger 
:^oi«ei»r<i  the  quih&catioD.  vet.  if  a  voter 
•a: '..Id  at  any  tisne  sacceed  in  gettiog  kii 
Tia^ae  oz^  the  refiftry,  the  noble  Lord  toM 
:r:^{n  tr.ii  it  vculJ  not  be  soffideai  for  tke 
r.''j\tcioT  ic  pr-Lic  that  the  voter  posaesaed 

«  s  w 

-r.  q^  j!  n  :ii  on  ;  Ke  would  not  be  alk»«ed 
cveii  lO  riise  an  o^j*:-ction  on  thatgroond, 
or  to  rijike  any  oiher  objectioo,  bat  he 
woul'J  b':  boijnd  to  prove  that  the 


instead  of  applying  the  system  which  pre- 
vailed in  England  and  in  Scotland  to 
ircliind,  while  he  allowed  the  annual  op- 
portunity of  revising  the  registry,  kept  up 
the  quarterly  machinery  fir  registration, 
thus  rendering  it  impossible  that  a  perfect 


lion  of  a  voter.  The  appellate  tribanal 
suggested  by  the  noble  Lord,  differed  from 
titrit  which  he  had  proposed,  which  con- 
fided the  apfiellate  power  to  the  judges  of 
the  land.  The  noble  Lord  thought  it 
expedient  to  take  away  the  power  from 
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the  judges,  and  to  coufide  it  to  a  tribunal 
to  consist  of  three  barristers  selected  from 
the  bar  of  Ireland,  without  check  or  con- 
trol, by  the  individual  who  happened  at 
the  time  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  Now,  on  this 
point,  he  felt  fully  the  force  of  the  objec- 
tions urged  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ripon 
the  other  night,  and  the  greater  his  re- 
spect for  the  personal  character  of  the 
hon.  individual  who  now  filled  that  chair, 
the  more  he  felt  thankful  to  him  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  invariably  per- 
formed the  duties  of  that  situation  to 
which  he  had  been  elected  by  one  side  of 
the  House,  but  in  which,  by  the  dignified 
and  impartial  conduct  he  had  pursued,  he 
had  succeeded  in  earning  the  esteem  of 
both  sides — the  more  unfeigned  his  sen- 
timents were,  and  he  was  sure  they  were 
also  the  sentiments  of  the  House  in  this  re- 
spect, the  more  strong,  and  powerful,  and 
irresistible  were  his  objections  to  conferring 
on  the  Speaker  a  duty  which,  however 
impartially  performed,  would  always  sub- 
ject him  to  misconception,  misrepresenta- 
tion, and  suspicion,  in  which  his  motives 
would  certainly  be  misconstrued  by  the 
disappointment  arising  from  the  feeling^ 
of  party  :  for,  however  wisely  and  justly 
he  might  act,  it  was  impossible  that  he 
could  hold  the  dignified  office  which  he 
now  so  worthily  filled,  without  being  sub- 
jected to  a  species  of  suspicion,  which  he 
for  one  would  not  consent  to  cast  upon  the 
Gentleman  who  happened  to  fill  tl^at  chair. 
The  noble  Lord  said,  that  he  had  great 
objections  to  the  provisions  which  had 
been  introduced  in  his  (Lord  Stanley's) 
bill,  in  regard  to  the  costs  to  be  awarded 
by  the  appellate  tribunal,  as  well  against 
the  voter  seeking  to  substantiate,  as  against 
the  objector  wishing  to  overthrow  the 
franchise.  There  was  nothing  to  which 
stronger  objections  were  taken  than  to 
this  provision;  and  he  recollected  well 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
when  he  represented  on  one  occasion  that 
the  appellate  tribunal  were  bound  to  give 
costs  against  the  party  claiming  the  fran- 
chise, being  corrected  from  that  side  of 
the  House,  and  told  such  a  point  was  left 
to  their  discretion,  and  that  it  was  only  in 
certain  cases  they  were  to  do  so — he 
recollected  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man taking  up  the  answer  thus  given, 
and  sayings  ''  Yes ;  you  mean  to  confine 
it  to  the  discretion — or  rather  let  me  say 


the  caprice— of  the  judges  whether  they 
will  give  costs  or  not."  He  did  not  tee 
that  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  in 
his  place,  but  he  hoped  that  he  had  turned 
his  attention  to  the  two  clauses  on  thig 
subject  in  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  because  he  would 
find  that  by  the  bill  which  he  (Lord  Stan- 
ley) had  introduced  the  costs  of  the  ap- 
pellate tribunal  were  restricted  to  10^., 
or  to  the  amount  of  the  costs  which  the 
partv  had  actually  incurred  ;  and  whereas 
he  had  imposed  the  obligation  on  the 
judges  to  give  costs  only  in  the  case  of 
frivolous  claims,  yet  had  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  adopted  in  the 
present  bill  the  very  same  principles  which 
last  year  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  to 
much  repudiated.  The  noble  Lord  adopted 
the  plan  which  he  (Lord  Stanley)  had 
proposed  of  giving  costs  to  the  plaintifF, 
whether  he  were  a  successful  claimant  of 
a  successful  objector,  but  he  had  removed 
all  the  restrictions  as  to  the  amount  which 
he  had  imposed  on  the  appellate  tribunal, 
and  the  noble  Lord  after  specifying  in  the 
60th  clause  that  the  barrister  shall  endorse 
the  name  of  the  party  appealing,  and  the 
party  against  whom  the  appeal  is  entered, 
provides,  by  the  67th  clause, 

**  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court 
of  appeal  to  make  such  order  respecting  the 
payment  of  the  costs  of  the  respondeut  in  any 
appeal,  or  of  any  part  of  such  costs,  as  to  the 
said  court  shall  seem  meet.*' 

The  principle  of  costs  against  the  claim- 
ant, which  was  one  of  the  great  objections 
taken  to  his  bill,  was  now  afilirmed  in  the 
present  measure,  but  without  any  of  those 
restrictions  by  which  he  had  sought  to 
protect  the  right  from  abuse.  And  be- 
sides that  power  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  refused  to  intrust  to  the  judges  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  and  holding  their 
office  for  life,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  in* 
trust  even  ampler  powers,  and  without  the 
restrictions  which  he  had  proposed,  to 
three  barristers,  who  were  to  be  appointed 
under  the  authority  of  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  He  was  not  surprised, 
therefore,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
noticed  the  question  of  costs  in  his  open- 
ing speech.  In  dealing  with  the  subject 
o(  registration,  the  noble  Lord  had  never 
mentioned  the  question  of  costs  at  all, 
and  on  looking  at  the  bill,  he  thought  the 
clause  itself  would  explain  the  omission. 
On  looking  at  the  marginal  abstracts  which 
had  so  much  disturbed  the  noble  Lord  thc( 
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Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  tbe  ctber  nigbt, '  most  nj,  that  his  6iit  aad  Mt  has 
he  foorid  that  tbe  margioal  note  of  the  est  objection  to  it  was,  that  it  had 
42D(i  clame  prorided  that  dooble  cosU  iotrodoced  ander  tiAat  cxkomn  aad  «■- 
riioald  be  i^feD  in  cases  of  unfoonded ;  der  false  pretences.  He  sa«  ia  the  M 
charges  of  fraud ,  bat  the  els  use  Las  been  another  step  of  that  liae  of  potiej 
altered,  and  oo  doable  coses  are  now  pro*  which  had  been  so  pecaliar  to  the  pie- 
posed  to  be  given.  He  had  contented  sent  admimstratioo — a  policy  which 
himself  with  enomerating  the  points  of  nerer  been  adopted,  and  be 
difference  between  the  two  bills ;  he  woold  would  never  be  adopted,  by  any 
call  the  attention  of  tbe  Hoase,  next  to  a  government — but  which  the  praKot  Go- 
point  on  which  he  hoped  to  receive  some  vemment  had  steadily  pursued  firooi  the 
explanation,  for  it  was  one  which  he  con-  first  moment  down  to  the  latest  period,  at 
{ti»&Si  he  did  not  andersUod,  although  he  whatever  time  that  period  might  be,  of 
had  given  the  bill  his  careful  consideration,  their  political  existence.  Id  the  year  1S35 
He  had  hoped  that  the  abolition  of  grant-  I  the  right  hon.  baronet  the  Meoiber  Ibff 
ing  certificates  woold  have  been  abM>lote,  Tam worth  had  been  thrown  oot  of  ofiee, 
as  there  was  not  a  Member  on  either  side  oot  becaose  there  was  any  diflereoce  as  to 
of  the  Hoase,  who  wished  to  retain  a  svs-  the  measore  which  he  had  iotrodoced  Ik 
tem  which  all  confessed  to  be  the  fruitful  tbe  pnrpose  of  settling  the  tithe 
parent  of  fraod.  The  noble  Lord  said^  in  Ireland,  for  on  that  sol^cct  both 
that  he  had  abolished  the  certificates  as  of  the  Honse  were  agreed  even  to  the 
tests  of  qualification  before  the  returning  minutest  details  of  the  bill ;  hot  ha  waa 
officer;  but,  by  the47tb  clause  of  the  bill,  thrown  out  because  he  refused  to  affix  a 
the  clerk  of  the  peace  was  bound  to  fur-  '■  tack  to  that  measure,  to  which  as  an  bo* 
oish  the  voter  with  a  certified  copy  of  his  nest  man,  he  declared  he  could  not 
entry;  and  it  also  provided,  that.  !  accede.    That  tack  was  declared  a  jiac 

**  Such  a  certified  copy  shall  be  conclusive  '  7««  ^^  by  the  Government,  without  car- 
evidence  of  the  voter's  nght  to  be  registered  .  rying  out  which  they  staled  that  thej 
in  an/  proceedings  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace."  ,  could  not  as  honest  men  retain  their  sita- 

He  did  not  undersUnd  this,  such  certi-  \  ations.  Then  commenced  that  system 
ficates  might  be  conclusive  evidence  of  j  which  he  traced  to  the  present  bill,  brooght 
the  registry  as  against  the  clerk  of  the !  i"  ^^^  the  purpose  of  bolstering  op  their 
peace — for  he  was  not  auihori^d  to  alter !  credit,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  achiev- 
It — but  it  would  be  no  conclusive  proof;  ing  any  practical  good,  but  merely  that 
that  the  party  named  in  the  certificate  so  '  they  might  be  enabled  to  prolong  a  strag- 
given  had  a  right  to  be  there,  or  that  he  j  ling  existence  for  a  certain  number  of 
had  not  lost  his  right  to  be  on  the  registry.  •  years.  If  the  same  results  which  followed 
He  had  gone  shortly  through  the  points  |  in  their  end.^avours  to  remedy  the  abuses 
without  any  argument,  but  merely  notic-  i  a^^d  grievances  of  the  tithe  question  should 
ing  the  difference  between  the  bill  of  the  ;  ^l<o  follow  on  the  present  question  of 
noble  Lord  opposite  and  his  own.  He  ,  registration — if  the  practices  were  as  suc- 
had  not  argijf.-d  them,  because,  as  he  had  ccssful  in  the  one  case  as  they  had  been 
already  staled,  if  the  objoclions  which  he  in  the  other,  and  the  remedy  delayed 
felt  h.id  rested  ag;iinst  the  syslrni  of  re-  from  year  to  year,  what  plausible  language 
gistration  only,  he  would  not  have  offered  would  such  a  course  enable  the  Govern- 
any  opposition  to  the  bill;  but  he  would  mont  to  hold  towards  their  more  ardent 
now  proceed  to  consider  another  and  supporters.  '*  Sec  how  anxious  we  are  to 
more  imfKmant  branch  of  the  measure —  yield  you  the  measure  you  desire ;"  while, 
that  tack  which  had  been  affixed  to  a  bill !  to  another  part  of  the  community,  they 
for  the  better  registration  of  voters — I  might  excuse  themselves  for  not  following 
affixed  with  wiiat  intention  he  did  not :  out  their  measures  by  saying  "  We  were 
presume  to  say,  but  which  so  affixed  ■  compelled  to  abandon  them  by  the  factiodi 
would  have  tiic  efll'Ct,  if  he  was  not  very  •  spirit  of  the  opposition."  These  were  the 
much  mistaken,  of  postponing,  perhaps  |  pretexts  held  out.  What  was  the  resal  too 
defeating  the  attempt  of  both  sides  of  the    the  tithe  <(uestion  ?    What  happened  then, 

tf  V  *  i       *        a        *  IS  *tt  \  s  ill  *  a^a 


House,  in  tlieir  desire  to  remedy  the  evils 
of  the  existing  registry.  Without  mean- 
ing any  disrespect  to  the  noble  Lord  who 
bad  brought  forward  tbe    measure,    he 


he  trusted,  would  happen  in  regard  to  the 
present  bill.  The  Government  at  last 
found  themselves  compelled  to  abandon 
their  sine  qua  non  in  the  tithe  qaastjea, 
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and  adopt  the  very  measure  which,  but 
for  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  thrown  in 
the  way  of  it  by  Government  themselves, 
would  have  been  carried  years  previously. 
He  asked,  then,  what  was  the  history  of 
the  registry  business?  How  far  had  it 
differed  from  the  policy  pursued  by  Go- 
vernment on  the  tithe  and  appropriation 
question  ?  For  four  years  had  the  evils  of 
the  present  system  been  so  apparent,  that 
from  Session  to  Session  the  Government 
had  introduced  bills  for  the  avowed  purpose 
of  remedying  them,  but  which  have  had  no 
other  effect  than  to  prevent  the  efforts  of 
other  Members  attempting;  to  remove  what 
all  felt  to  be  an  intolerable  grievance.  Not 
one  of  the  bills  so  brought  forward  had 
met  with  the  opposition  of  even  a  single 
Member.  One  of  them  had  passed  that 
House,  and  been  sent  up  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  but  at  what  period  of  the  Session 
did  that  take  place  ?  On  the  29th  of  Au- 
gust, it  having  been  introduced  on  the 
11th  of  August  for  the  6rst  time.  That 
was  the  mode  in  which  Government  had 
proceeded  in  regard  to  the  Registration 
Bills — they  were  kept  hanging  on  from 
the  commencement  to  the  end  of  the  Ses- 
sion, without  a  symptom  of  opposition 
from  either  side  of  the  House,  until  the 
Government  6nally  abandoned  them.  In 
so  far  as  he  himself  was  concerned,  he  was 
determined  that  last  Session  should  not 
pass  without  an  effort  to  remedy  those 
great  grievances;  and,  accordingly,  at  an 
early  period  he  had  asked  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Ireland  a  question  re- 
lating to  the  subject.  He  was  then  told 
in  answer  bv  the  noble  Lord,  that  Govern- 
ment  had  no  intention  of  bringing  forward 
any  measure  for  improving  the  system  of 
registration.  He  had  introduced  a  bill 
which  appeared  to  him,  and  which  had 
also  appeared  to  several  majorities  of  that 
House,  calculated  to  remedy  the  griev- 
ances of  the  existing  system.  How  was  it 
met  by  the  noble  Lord  ?  The  noble  Lord 
objected  to  nothing  included  in  that  mea- 
sure, and  it  was  not  until  the  House  had 
affirmed  the  principle  of  the  bill,  that  a 
determined  opposition  was  taken  to  it,  on 
the  ground  that  it  contained  no  definition 
of  the  franchise.  In  regard  to  that  ob- 
jection, he  recollected  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber, then  the  Solicitor-general  for  Ireland, 
on  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  objected 
to  an  insertion  of  the  word  acts,  instead 
of  act,  which  he  said  was  not  defining  the 
franchise,  but  introducing  an  expression 


which  tended  to  influence  the  judgment  of 
other  parties  at  to  what  ought  to  be  the 
definition  of  the  franchise  as  it  stood  at 
the  present  moment ;  but  when  the  second 
reading  was  carried,  he  then,  for  the  first 
time  heard  of  the  necessity  of  defining 
the  franchise  in  the  bill  which  he  had  in- 
troduced for  the  purpose  of  amending  a 
defective  system  of  registration.  In  the 
bill  introduced  last  year  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Solicitor-general  for  Ire- 
land, there  was  a  clause  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  obscurities  which  hung 
around  the  definition  of  the  franchise  in 
Ireland.     It  was  entitled : — 

*'  A  bill  to  remove  doubts  with  respect  to 
the  qualification  of  voters,  and  to  create  a  tri- 
bunal of  appeal  on  matters  of  law  relating  to 
the  registration  of  voters  in  Ireland." 

And  this  was  the  definition  suggested 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt  as  to  the  actual  franchise :  — 

''Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  that  in  determining 
^rhether  any  person  who  shall  claim  to  be  aU 
lowed  to  register  as  a  voter  has  a  beneficial 
interest  to  the  amount  in  value  required  by  law 
to  entitle  such  person  to  register  as  a  voter  in 
respect  of  any  freehold  or  leasehold  premises, 
the  tribunal  determining  upon  such  a  claim 
shall  estimate  such  value  according  to  the  be- 
neficial interest  which  such  premises  actually 
yield,  or  are  capable  of  yielding,  to  the  person 
so  claiming  to  register,  calculating  such  inter- 
est to  be  the  profit  or  advantage  derived  or  de- 
rivable by  such  claimant  out  of  such  premises, 
after  deducting  the  rent,  tithes,  rent-charge  (if 
payable  by  such  claimant),  and  expenses,  if 
any,  of  cultivating  the  same,  and  notaccordioff 
to  the  rent  which  a  solvent  tenant  could  afford 
to  pay  for  the  same,  over  and  above  the  rent 
which  the  person  so  claiming  to  register  is  lia- 
ble to  pay." 

This  was  the  very  lucid  definition  of 
the  franchise  introduced  by  the  right  hon, 
Gentleman,  the  Solicitor-general  for  Ire- 
land. The  real  object  of  the  enactroeDts 
of  the  bill  was  not  to  define  the  franchise* 
The  noble  Lord  abandoned  that  definition 
altogether,  and  on  the  most  meagre  state- 
ment he  had  ever  heard  from  a  Cabinet 
Minister,  had  proposed  in  the  present  bill 
not  a  definition,  but  a  total  alteration  of 
the  franchise  in  Ireland.  He  knew  not 
how  long  the  noble  Viscount  had  enter- 
tained the  opinions  he  now  professed  ; 
but  this  he  knew,  that  in  1838,  the  noble 
Viscount  professed  to  entertain  very  dif- 
ferent views  on  the  subject,  and  upon  the 
policy  of  making  so  great  an  inroad  upon 
the  existing  system.  In  1839  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  intnh 
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dnced  a  motion  for  leftve  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  assimilate  the  franchise  in  Great 
Britoin  and  Ireland.  By  whom  was  that 
motion  resisted?  By  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland.  He  resisted  it,  in- 
deed, 

■  With  hesitating  voice. 
With  faltering  tone,  and  fisage  uncomposed ; 

And  af\er  listening  to  the  grateful 
cheers  on  the  benches  opposite  to  him, 
indicative  of  the  cordial  spirit  by  which 
resistance  would  be  received  by  his  poli- 
tical adversaries,  the  noble  Lord  did  screw 
up  his  courage  to  meet  the  proposition  by 
a  decided  negative,  and  at  last  wound  up 
and  closed  his  speech  with  the  following 
expressions:  — 

<<  Thinking  that  the  Legislature  ought  not 
thus  lightly  to  disturb  the  arrangements  which 
had  accompanied  statutes  of  such  vast  impor- 
tance and  of  so  recent  a  date  ;  and  believing 
that  encouraging  any  endeavour  to  do  so  would 
only  lead  to  protracted  and  resullless  debates, 
he  mast  give  hb  decided,  though  reluctant, 
negative  to  the  motion.*' 

This  was  a  declaration  to  resist  not 
only  the  assimilation  of  the  franchise  in 
England  and  Ireland,  but  any  material  or 
wide  departure  from  tlie  principles  of  the 
Reform  Act.  h  was  made  in  1839,  re- 
peated in  1840,  and  repudiated  in  1841. 
It  was  a  favourite  expression  of  the  noble 
Lord,  that  since  that  time  he  had  received 
tome  new  impressions.  He  (Lord  Stanley) 
knew  not  from  what  source  these  new 
impressions  were  derived ;  they  might 
arise  out  of  the  independent  exercise  of 
the  reflective  powers  of  the  mind  of  the 
noble  Lord ;  but  it  was  a  singular  coin- 
cidence, that  in  1830  the  following  was 
the  view  of  the  subject  taken  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin : — 

**  lie  mieht  bo  told  (he  said)  that  the  En- 
glish francnise  was  unjust  as  well  as  that  of 
Ireland,  and  should  be  extended.  Be  it  so  : 
give  the  people  of  Ireland  an  extended  fran- 
chise, and  he  would  join  them  in  regulating 
the  English  franchise.  He  had  once  thought 
of  altering  the  present  form  of  his  motion, 
whidi  included  both  the  assimilation  and  ex- 
tension of  the  franchise  in  the  two  countries, 
hut  ho  considered  it  belter  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  it  in  the  terms  in  which  it 
now  stood  on  the  paper,  as  he  should  most 
assuredly  once  every  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
while  the  Session  lasted  lake  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  a  motion  somewhat  similar.  He 
might  be  called  on  to  declare  what  extension 
of  the  franchise  he  proposed.  The  10/.  fran- 
chise now  existing  in  irelaud  was  equivalent 


to  a  20/.  franchise  in  this  country,  and  he 
would  be  glad  if  the  House  would  lower  it  to 
the  level  of  the  English ;  but  he  proposed, 
further,  to  diminish  the  qualification  in  both 
countries  to  5/.  He  now  called  on  the  House 
to  decide  this  question." 

Such  were  the  words  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin,  and  as  he 
(Lord  Stanley)  had  before  said,  although 
the  coincidence  was  striking  he  did  not 
suppose  that  the  noble  Lord liad  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  suggestions  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  on  bringing  forward 
a  proposition  which  the  noble  Lord  re- 
sisted in  1839.  He  was  bound,  however, 
to  say,  that  the  change  was  not  the  less 
alarming,  when  he  saw,  on  independent 
grounds,  so  close  an  approximation  be- 
tween the  views  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin,  in  1839,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Irish  Government  in  this 
House,  in  1 84 1 .  He  would  ask  the  noble 
Lord  plainly,  whether  he  really  had  aban- 
doned the  views  he  stated  in  1839  ?  Had 
he  determined  to  relinquish  the  ground 
he  persevered  in  holding  even  in  1840? 
If  he  had,  why  did  not  the  uoble  Lord 
and  the  Government  to  which  be  belonged 
come  boldly  and  broadly  forward  and 
state  at  once  the  nature  and  extent  of 
their  present  views,  and  the  facts  and  ar- 
guments upon  which  they  vindicated  the 
change  ?  Why  did  not  the  noble  Lord, 
if  such  were  his  opinions,  avow  in  the 
face  of  the  House  that  it  had  been  unjust, 
inexpedient,  and  impolitic,  to  deprive  the 
forty-shilling  freeholders  of  Ireland  of  their 
franchise  ?  Why  did  he  not  declare  that 
he  was  ready  to  restore  to  that  ill-used  and 
independent  class  of  voters  the  rights  of 
which  they  had  been  so  unfairly  and  ion- 
properly  deprived  in  1820?  By  the  bill 
before  the  House,  the  noble  lx>rd  was 
going  (and  before  he  sat  down  be.  Lord 
Stanley,  would  prove  it,  or  at  all  erents 
go  far  to  prove  it)  to  introduce  a  class  of 
voters  who  had  less  interest,  were  more 
dependent,  more  subject  to  influence, 
more  numerous,  and  in  every  respect  in- 
ferior to  the  forty  shilling  freeholders  who 
were  deprived  of  their  rights  in  1829. 
Did  the  noble  Lord  propose  to  extend  the 
franchise  in  Ireland  ?  If  he  did,  on  what 
grounds  did  he  propose  it  ?  He  was  well 
aware  that  the  leasehold  franchise  waa 
granted  on  a  lower  amount  of  profit,  and 
on  a  shorter  term  of  years,  than  the  cor* 
responding  franchise  was  granted  to  the 


789 


Parliamentary  Voters  {Feb.  22} 


CIr€landJ. 


7» 


people  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  he 
trusted  thai  the  noble  Lord  would  be 
compelled,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  to 
state  frankly  the  course  he  meant  to 
pursue,  and  his  reasons  for  pursuing 
it.  Did  he  mean  to  make  the 
franchise  the  same  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  or  to  grant  a  more  extended 
franchise  to  Ireland  than  to  any  other 
portion  of  the  empire  ?  If  the  noble  Lord 
were  prepared  to  extend  the  franchise^  he 
ought  also  to  be  prepared  to  state  the 
grounds  on  which  he  vindicated  his  inten- 
tion to  give  to  Ireland  that  which  he  with- 
held from  England  and  Scotland.  The 
noble  Lord's  reasons  ought  to  have  ap- 
peared on  the  face  uf  the  bill ;  but  what 
was  there  said?  The  preamble  ran 
thus: — 

"  Whereas  doubts  and  difficulties  have  pre- 
vailed with  respect  to  the  mode  of  ascertaining 
the  qualification  of  persons  in  actual  occupa* 
tion,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  be  registered 
and  to  vote  as  Parliamentary  electors  in  Ire- 
land, in  respect  of  freehold  and  leasehold 
property." 

That  was  the  averment  on  the  face  of  the 
preamble.  What  was  to  be  expected  from 
the  preamble  ?  that  the  contents  and  pur- 
port of  the  bill  would  remove  those  doubts 
and  difficulties ;  but  instead  of  this,  a 
franchise  was  introduced  to  which  no  pro- 
fit at  all  was  necessary ;  and  because 
doubts  and  difficulties  had  arisen  as  to  the 
freehold  and  leasehold  franchise  of  Ire- 
land, **  be  it  enacted  (said  the  bill  in  ef- 
fect) that  the  amount  of  household  fran- 
chise, respecting  which  there  is  neither 
doubt  nor  difficulty,  shall  be  reduced  in 
Ireland.''  He  asked,  whether  the  enact- 
ments of  the  bill  were  or  were  not  at  vari- 
ance with  the  averments  of  the  preamble  ? 
Hehad said,  that  for  a  measure  of  this  kind, 
effecting  an  important  change  in  and  in- 
volving the  character  of  the  constituency 
of  Ireland,  never  was  evidence  so  unsatis- 
factory or  arguments  so  meagre — so  ut- 
terly inconclusive,  and  so  totally  and 
decidedly  in  opposition  to  the  proposal,  as 
those  which  the  noble  Lord  had  advanced. 
The  other  night  he  had  told  the  House, 
that  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  law  ses- 
sion the  now  Attorney  and  Solicitor- gene- 
ral for  Ireland  had  put  himself  in  commu* 
nication  with  two  learned  friends  of  his, 
members  of  the  Irish  bar,  Messrs.  Haig 
and  Deasy.  He  (Lord  Stanley)  had  no- 
thing to  say  against  those  learned  Gentle- 
men,  inasmuch  as  he  knew  nothingof  them : 


he  had  not  happened  to  have  heard  their 
names  before  ;  but  with  these  two  learned 
friends  of  his  the  Attorney- general  for 
Ireland  had  put  himself  in  communicotioD^ 
and  had  desired  them  to  make  certain  in- 
quiries in  reference  to  the  franchise,  aod 
to  ascertain  the  valuation  under  the  Poor- 
law.  Such  were  said  to  have  been  th# 
instructions,  but  he  (Lord  Stanley)  would 
much  like  to  have  known  what  the  iq- 
structions  really  were — the  points  Meaan. 
Haig  and  Deasy  were  directed  to  investi- 
gate and  elucidate,  and  the  other  matters 
submitted  to  them  by  the  noble  Lord  and 
the  Attorney-general  for  Ireland.  It  wai 
too  offensive  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
suppose,  that  the  instructions  were  merely 
verbal:  the  thing  seemed  impossible;  it 
would  not  have  been  left  to  a  personal 
communication  between  the  Attorney*g8- 
neral  and  his  two  learned  friends«  The 
Attorney-general  could  not  have  aaid  to 
them,  '*  Go  both  of  you  into  the  countryi 
— visit  what  unions  you  like,— report  to 
me  what  you  think  proper :  you  know  our 
views  on  the  subject,  and  that  may  be 
your  guide  in  the  information  you  transmit. 
Whatever  you  obtain  that  you  think  will 
answer  our  purpose,  that  send  to  me,  and 
afterwards  I  myself  can  make  such  a 
selection  from  your  reports  as  I  think 
ought  to  be  submitted  to  Parliament.*' 
Such  could  not  have  been  the  instructions 
given  to  Messrs.  Haig  and  Deasy ;  but  it 
was  known,  that  they  had  been  told  to  be 
careful  to  conceal  their  arrival  and  ob- 
jects, especially  from  guardians  of  Poor- 
law  unions,  and  in  fact  from  every  human 
being  but  the  assistant  Poor-law  commis- 
sioners. The  noble  Lord  said,  that  these 
two  Gentlemen  visited  ten  unions;  but 
how  were  the  unions  selected,  and  why 
were  they  selected,  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
condescended  to  inform  the  House.  He 
turned  to  the  report  of  the  Poor-law  com- 
missioners for  1 840,  and  he  found,  that  % 
rate  had  actually  been  levied*  and  a  valuer 
tion  had  been  made  in  two  important 
towns,  which  certainly  ought  not  to  be 
altogether  omitted  in  a  consideration  of 
the  question  of  franchise — Dublin  and 
Cork.  In  those  towns,  and  in  those  only^ 
the  Poor-law  could  be  said  to  be  in  pra< 
gress;  and  the  Poor-law  commissionerSi 
in  their  report  of  1840,  stoted,  that  they 
were  waiting  with  the  greatest  anxiety  to 
see  the  effect  of  the  rate  and  of  the  valui^ 
tion.  It  was  remarkable,  however^  tbet 
neither  Dublin  nor  Cork  were  included  itt 
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the  vuitatioa  of  the  two  learned  friends  of 
the  Irish  Attorney -general ;  and  where 
they  did  go  the  Hoase  mizht  see,  upon 
their  own  eridence,  that  their  examination 
WM  performed  in  a  most  ha«ry  and  cursory 
nanoer.  By  the  papers,  delivered  only 
this  day,  it  appeared, that  Mr,  Deasy  when 
he  Tisited  the  anion  of  Cirrick-oo-Sair, 
was  in  sach  haste  that  heb.id  been  unable 
to  make  a  few  extracts  from  the  minutes 
of  the  board  of  guardians.  True  it  was. 
as  the  noble  Lord  said,  tii  k  these  Gen- 
tkmen  Yiaited  ten  anions,  and  on  Wed- 
neiday  the  Hoase  had  been  furnished  <  oc 
what  aathofity  did  not  at  all  apfjear)  w;:h 
fife  oat  of  ten  of  the  reports  they  vere  said 
to  hate  made.  Tliis  very  momlo^  also 
another  docaosent  of  a  similar  kind  had 
been  pac  into  the  hisds  cf  Meoibeis.  asd 
apoa  sach  evidence,  so  cbcahied  and  so 
delivered,  the  Hoose  vu  new  called  nrco 
to  adopc  soch  a  sweepiz«  asd  stan.:nx 
pcQpositiQa  IS  thic  ccataioed  in  ti<  b^il 
vpoa  the  tabfe.  ^V"-*!*  the  £re  .necccts 
cane  trooi  oc^cdx  cccLd  celL:  thev  had 
BOC  been  sent  ds:«:i  b^  cccicisd  cf  her 
Majesty  ;  they  b:sd  !*•:(  beec  scved  »x  :n 
the'  H$<xa<  :  they  w^«  ace  crdaed  to 
be  pncied  by  :he  Kcck  :  :iiey  bad  do 
cdk  jC  JTixr,  i=>i  il".  itxi  was  krcwn 
was«  that  ch4y  were  prtnced  sy  Wul.ia 
Cliffwifs  and  Sec.  Sum fcrd -street,  for 
hirr  Majesty's  st a t'cnery -office.  This  was  . 
all  that  the  ncble  Lord  conld  otTer 
on  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  thei 
bill.  He  (Lord  Stanley)  was,  however,; 
auite  satisfied  to  take  the  evidence  as  he 
found  it-^be  was  willing  to  believe  that 
the  reports  contained  a  fair  representation 
of  thi!  fnclfl,  OS  connected  with  the  five 
unions  which  hail  been  selected  (how  and 
why  nobody  could  tell)  out  of  the  140 
unions  into  which  Ireland  had  been  di- 
vided. He  was  contented  to  take  the 
corsory  and  hasty  report  of  these  two  un- 
aothorised  commissioners,  and  the  House 
from  that  alone  would  see  how  weak  and 
iocooclusive  was  all  that  supported  the 
views  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  how  strong 
and  incontrovertible  was  the  evidence 
against  the  present  proposal  of  Govern- 
ment. To  biase  the  elective  franchise  on 
the  principle  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
was  to  base  it  on  that  which  could  by 
possibility  afford  no  fair  criterion.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  deny,  that  a  just  and 
impartial  raluation,  for  the  purposes  of 
taxation,  might  be  of  great  importance  in 
removing  doubts  as  to  qualification,  and 


in  affording  a  test  for  the  possemioa  of 
the  elective  HghL  He  admitted  thai^ 
frankly  and  at  once ;  bat,  then*  the  ex- 
amination and  valoation  mast  have  bceo 
impartial^  it  mast  have  been  free  from  the 
suspicion  of  political  motives,  it  mast  have 
been  carefully  framed  ;  it  mast  have  been 
f  junded  upon  a  precise  accordance  in  the 
principles  Uid  down  in  the  law ;  it  most 
have  been  in  aniformiiy  with  the  varioat 
colons  in  different  parts  of  the  country  ; 
and,  above  all,  it  most  contain  an  accu- 
rate and  }:<\ijide  description  of  the  amoont 
:f  prrper:y  of  the  person  claiming  to  be 
idm:ited  to  the  re^ster.  In  everv  one  of 
ihese  particulars,  impartiality,  absence  of 
poLiical  nxKives,  accordance  with  the  law, 
and  uniformity  of  proceeding,  the  valaa- 
t3oa  now  tikin?  place  under  the  Poor-law 
«as  sic^larly,  laaMntably,  and  avowedly 
deficaeni.  The  verv  fact  that  it  was  now 
gc<aL^  OQ  was  conclusive  against  it,  on  the 
rro^sfs  of  partiality  and  political  biaa. 
Tbe  T^uitioo  was  actually  in  progreai, 
led  trie  bill  cf  the  noble  Lord  had  told 
every  nl^er  in  Ireland,  in  langnage  that 
coald  ace  be  auunderstood,  that  be  was, 
leccni.D^  to  his  choice,  to  screw  up  or 
down  the  aeisure  of  qualification,  to  aa 
to  ^?Te  to  Cf  wTtbboU  the  elective  firanchiae 
frcm  whole  classes  of  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects. How,  then,  could  he  suppose  it 
impartial  or  free  from  the  suspicion  of 
political  influence?  He  entreated  the 
House  to  consider,  that  even  apart  from 
the  false  basis  upon  which  it  was  proposed 
to  put  the  franchise,  there  was  an  evil  of 
no  common  magnitude  to  be  avoided  in 
the  valuation.  If  there  were  one  courM 
more  desirable  than  another  for  every  well- 
wisher  to  Ireland  to  pursue,  it  was  to 
withdraw  from  the  valuation  under  the 
Poor-law,  the  possibility  of  political  suspi- 
cion and  party  motives.  The  bill  had  to 
encounter  enormous  difficulties,  from  the 
novelty  of  the  process,  from  the  poverty 
of  the  parties,  and  from  other  causes  :  and 
if  to  these  was  added  the  curse  of  political 
bias  and  partisanship,  the  difficulties  and 
hazards  would  be  so  enormoiuly  multiplied, 
that  all  hopes  of  its  working  well  must  be 
at  an  end.  He  would  not  press  the  point 
whether  there  was  or  was  not,  at  present, 
mixed  up  with  the  election  of  guardians, 
any  political  feeling.  Allegations  to  that 
efiect  had  been  made  ;  but  this  he  would 
say,  that  the  course  Government  was  now 
pursuing,  must  inevitably  give  to  thoaa 
proceedings  a  character  of  partisanship 
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which  it  was  most  desirable  to  avoid.    He  perty,  subsequent  to  the  lease  under  which  it 

was  aware  that  he  had  already  asked  much  »»  held,  or  to  the  last  adjustment  of  the  rent. 

from  the  forbearance  of  the  House,  but  he  V*®'®  '*'  therefore,  no  sure  criterion  for  ralu- 

could   not  promise  that  it  would  not  be  f 'Tk' '^I'rLu' ^7/^^^^^     ^'^^""^  ''f^'^l^T 

r     !-•       *ii  *    *       '.         A«  to  the  principle  set  forth  in  the  act  affords, 

necessary  for  him  still  to  tax  Us  patience  Rating  according  to  the  actual  rent  would 

to  a  considerable  extent.     In  the  course  throw   upon  the  occupiers  of  highly-rented 

of  the  arguments  he  was  about  to  address  properties  an  undue  share  of  the  burden;  for 

to  hon.  Members,  he  must  necessarily  read  an  occupier  liable  to  pay  a  rent  beyond  the 

documents  which,  to  some,  might  appear  ^^ir  letting  value,  would  only  be  entitled  to 

troublesome;  but  he  hoped  it  would  be  deduct  one-half  of  the  amount  levied  on  him, 

I                     •    1    4i    A    L  while  the  law  provides  that,  under  such  cir- 

borne  in    mmd    that    he   was   argumg   a  cumstances,  he  shall  bear  Uss  than  on^hSf, 

question    of   vital  and  fundamental    im-  by  enabling  him  to  deduct  half  the  rate  from 

portance,  and  while  he  argued    it  fairly  ©very  pound  of  his  rent.    The  intention  of 

and  candidly,  he  did  not  doubt  that  he  the  law  can  only  be  attained  by  estimating  all 

should    be   allowed    a   due    share   of  in-  property  at  its  fair  average  annual  letting  value 

dulgence.     After  freedom   from    political  ^^^  ^^^^  the  act  requires  strictly  to  be  done  in 

motives,  the  second  qualification  he  should  ^^^^^  *^^®' 

require  in  a  valuation  was,  that  it  should  In    the  report  furnished  this  rooroing^ 

be   in    strict  accordance   with   the  prin-  from    the    unauthorized     commissionert, 

ciples  laid  down  in  the  law  under  which  Messrs.  Haig  and  Deasy,  they  told  the 

it   was  made.     Nothing  could    be  more  noble   Lord  opposite  (for  to  him  it  was 

conclusive   and    clear   than    the    injunc-  addressed)  that  they  had  inspected    the 

tions  of  the  law  upon  parties  who  were  rate-books  of  five  unions,  and  they  found, 

to  enter  upon  the  task  of  valuation ;  and  that  the  proceedings  bore  some  traces  of 

the    following   were    the    instructions  of  uniformity  in  all  the  unions;  but  where 

the  commissioners  to  the  valuators  in  Ire-  was  that   uniformity    to  be   found?      Id 

land  : —  strict  adherence  to  the  provisions  of  the 

-It  is  delared  by  the  64th  section  of  the  act  ?     Certainly  not;  but  in  utterly  dis- 

act,  that  the  rale  *  shall  be  a  poundage  rate,  regarding  and  setting  at  nought  the  dl- 

made  upon  an  estimate  of  the  net  annual  value  rections  of  the  act  by  the  valuators, 

of  the  several  hereditaments ;'  and  the  estimate  ..  j^  general  (said  Messrs.  Haig  and  Deasy) 

of  value  IS  required  to  be,  *  the  rent  at  which,  ^^e  persons  appointed  were  not  surveyors  by 

one    year   with   another,    the    hereditaments  profession,  but  respectable  farmers  of  the  dii 

might,  in  their  actual  state,  be  reasonably  ex-  f^j^^    ^^o  in   some   instances  had  been  em- 

pected  to  let  from  year  to  year—the  probable  ,      j    ^3   ^ural  surveyors.    In   many  cases^ 

annual  average  cost  of  the  repairs,  insurance,  fhey  had  never  before  attempted  a  survey  oJ 

and  other  expenses,  if  any,  necessary  to  main-  valuation.     The  guardians  do  not  appear  to 

tain  the  hereditaments  in  their  actual  state-  ^ave  generally  insisted  on  professional  know- 

and  all  rates,  taxes,  and  public  charges,  if  any  j^^  ^^  ^^^  jo   the   valuators  in  general  lay 

except  tithes,  being  paid  by  the  tenant.'     A  ^Uim  to  any;  in  some  unions,  however,  pro- 

valuator  must  therefore  estimate  the  rent  at  fessional  persons  have  been  employed." 
which  each   tenement  or  holding  would  be 

likely  to  let,  at  the  time  when  viewed  by  him.  What,  he  would  ask,  were  the  tests  to 

and  in  the  state  in  which  he  shall  then  find  it  which  the  valuators  resorted,  in  forming  a 

—the  tenant  undertaking  repairs,  with  all  ex-  valuation  ?     Mr.  Morris,  in  the  union  of 

penses  of  maintaining  the  premises,  and  all  Balrotherv  said  \— 
public   charges,  except  tithes  and  ministers' 

money."  ''  VVe  did  not  take  the  price  at  which  the 

The  commissioners  then  go  on  to  argue  tf"f'?'«"'t  7°'^  let  in  the  market,  bewuse 
.  .,           ^      ^11         •  J  1    •       *   I  that  IS  raised  by  competition  for  land,  but  took 
against  the  rent  ac  ually  paid  being  taken  ^^^^  ^  solvent,  steady  man  would  be  reason- 
as  a  criterion  of  value  ;  they  say,  ^bly  able  to  pajr  for  it.     We  did  not  take  the 

'  It  has  been  recommended  by  some  persons,  rackrent  as  a  criterion,  although  a  man  might 
that  ihe  rent  paid  by  the  occupier  to  his  ire-  continue  to  pay  it;  we  assumed  the  value  to 
mediate  landlord,  should  be  assumed  in  all  he  rent  which  a  person  might  pay  for  it,  sup- 
cases  to  be  the  real  annual  value  of  the  pro-  Posing  him  to  have  a  reasonable  remuneration 
perty  ;  but  the  rent  payable  to  a  landlord  is  for  his  labour,  time,  and  capital. 
never  conclusive  as  to  the  rateable  value  of  gy^  ^j^^t  said  Mr.  Hugh  Moran,  for 
the  property,  'llie  net  rent  received  by  the  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^  He 
landlord   may,   from   various   causes,   exceed 

*  the  annual  value,' and  it  is  frequently  brought  '*  Thinks  the  valuation  for  the  division  of 

much  below  it,  by  the  payment  of  a  fine,  or  swords  is  higher  than  the  rent  received  by  the 

by  an  improvement  in  the  value  of  the  pro-  landlord,  and  he  estimates  the  value  at  whal 
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a  solvent  tenant  could  afford  to  pay  for  it, 
and  live  like  a  Christian,  eating  animal  food 
sometimes." 

Mr.  Coibally,  his  colleague  in  the  same 
union,  made  this  pithy  report.  **  I  think 
Mr.  Moran  is  mistaken."  He  would  next 
advert  to  the  union  of  Longford*  and  to 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Wallace,  who  said  : — 

**  He  did  not  make  any  valuation  of  what  a 
farm  would  he  likely  to  produce:  his  only 
rule  was,  what  a  solvent  tenant  could  pay  with 
ease,  applying  himself  industriously  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil.  lie  supposed  him  to 
he  ahle  to  meet  all  his  demands,  to  he  able  to 
give  himself  and  his  family  milk,  butter,  and 
potatoes,  and  meat  occasionally  (say  twice  a 
week),  and  keep  himself  and  family  decently 
clad,  and  keep  a  comfortable  house." 

What  said  the  gentlemen  who  formed 
the  estimate  in  the  union  of  Parsonstown  ? 
They  judged  of  the  quality  of  the  soil 
only  from  inspection,  and  they  made  very 
easy  work  of  it  ;  for  they  stated,  that 
the  fences  were  composed  of  the  soil, 
and  walking  along  by  the  side  of  the 
fences,  they  were  able  thence  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  soil.  They  formed  their 
valuation  from  certain  model  farms,  with 
which  they  compared  the  others: — 

''There  is  very  good  competition  (they  said) 
for  land  in  this  country,  and  you  cannot  get  it 
for  tlie  value.  They  mean  by  value  what  a 
tenant  could  afford  to  pay  living  decently — 
livinir  decently,  they  consider  having  potatoes 
and  milk,  and  butter,  and  bacon  occasionally 
for  tplf  and  family,  and  warm,  comfortable, 
clothing,  and  a  comfortable  house." 

Having  made  these  extracts  regarding 
other  districts,  ho  hoped  tito  House  would 
oxcuiu  him  for  reading  a  passage  relative 
to  llio  union  uf  Lurgnn.  Land  there, 
suid  I  ho  valuator,  would  let  for  2/.  or  2/. 
2f.  per  acre,  and  plenty  of  people  would 
be  willing  to  tukc  it  at  tliut  rent.  He 
thoui|;ht,  that  a  tenant  ought  to  be  able  to 
lay  by  \0s,  prr  acre,  beyond  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  family ;  but  many  pieces  of 
land  in  the  ncighl)ourhood  of  towns  would 
bear  a  fine  of  10/.  per  acre.  At  what, 
then,  did  he  value  such  land  1  At  2/.  12s. 
or  2/.  14s.  per  acre  ?  No  such  thing  ; 
but  at  only  1/.  1$.  Gd.  per  acre.  Being 
asked,  why  he  so  estimated  its  value, 
he  answered  : 

**  That  hu  valued  the  land  nX  from  Bt.  to  lis, 
under  2/.  (the  rent  paid),  bitcausc  he  consi- 
dered, that  the  hindlurd  would  derive  that  sum 
too  iTuicli,  and  beyond  what  he  ought  to  re- 
ceive between  landlord  and  tenant.*' 

Such  were  the  the  criteria  on  which  the 


House  was  called  upon  to  b«ie  the  icgie- 
iative  franchise  of  Ireland,  ai  tested  by 
the  amount  of  valuation.  He  liad  forgot- 
ten to  mention,  that  in  every  eingle  in- 
stance,  after  the  valuator  had  taken  npon 
himself  to  value  the  union  according  to 
his  own  notions,  the  board  of  goardiana 
refused  his  estimate  and  raised  or  low- 
ered it  according  to  their  will  and  plea* 
sure.  How,  then,  (he  would  ask)  could 
such  modes  of  taking  a  valuation  be 
looked  upon  as  a  fair  test  for  filing 
the  franchise,  even  without  taking  into 
account  suspicion  or  political  motives^  or 
any  other  extraneous  causes  that  might 
operate  against  its  accuracy  T  What  aaid 
Messrs.  Haig  and  Deasy  upon  this  subject  ? 

''  The  test  of  value  enjoined  by  the  Poor- 
relief  Act,  is,  '  the  rent  at  which,  one  year 
with  another,  the  tenement  in  its  actaal  slate 
might  be  reasonably  expected  to  let  for  from 
year  to  vear;  the  probable  annual  average 
cost  of  tne  repairs,  insurance,  and  other  ex- 
pences,  if  any,  necessary  to  maintain  it  in  its 
actual  state ;  and  all  rates,  taxes,  and  public 
charges,  except  tithe,  being  paid  by  the  te- 
nant.' The  construction  put  upon  this  clause 
by  valuators,  the  mode  in  which  they  have 
applied  it,  in  setting  a  value  on  the  tenements 
of  each  union,  and  the  result  of  a  comparison 
of  their  valuation,  with  the  rents  actually 
paid,  and  with  the  lists  of  registered  electors 
nave  been  the  chief  objects  of  our  inquiries. 
The  evidence  of  the  valuators,  and  the  results 
of  these  comparisons  in  the  unions  which  we 
visited,  will  be  found  in  detail  in  our  separate 
reports.  In  all  the  unions,  however  various 
the  forms  of  language  adopted  by  the  valua- 
tors  in  their  evidence,  we  found,  that  the  test 
of  value  which  had  been  in  fact  adopted  in 
valuing  a  tenement,  was  the  rent  at  which  a 
good  landlord  ought,  in  their  opinion,  lo  let 
it.  And  in  applying  this  test,  the  valuators 
have  almost  universally  reduced  their  valua- 
tions below  the  rents  even  of  the  most  indul- 
gent landlords  in  Ireland." 

They,  then,  gave  it  as  their  decided 
opinion,  that  a  valuation  so  prepared, 
could  not  be  the  test  of  the  net  annual 
value  of  any  farm  in  the  union.  This 
was  what  the  noble  Lord  proposed  to 
take  as  the  basis  and  criterion  of  the 
Parliamentary  franchise  in  Ireland.  In 
the  face  of  his  own  report — of  the  re- 
port made  by  the  two  learned  friends  of 
the  Attorney-general  for  Ireland,  the 
noble  liOrd  proposed  in  his  bill  to  enact, 
that  the  amount  in  the  rate-book  should 
be  deemed  and  taken  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  net  annual  value.  He  appealed 
to  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  British 
empire,    whellier   it   were  even   tale  lo 
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proceed  upon  such  evidence  as  llie  re- 
port this  day  produced,  showed  to  be 
utterly  worthless.  But  the  noble  Lord 
had  said,  that  the  valuation  was  in  all 
cases  lower  than  the  real  amount  of 
value.  He  would  take  it  so  for  argu- 
ment's sake,  and  certain  it  was,  that  there 
were  many  motives  for  making  the  valua- 
tion lower  than  the  value.  To  learn  what 
they  were,  the  House  had  only  to  turn  to 
the  union  of  Scariff,  he  believed  in  the 
county  of  Clare.  The  valuator  was  a 
respectable  farmer,  who  knew  the  worth 
of  land,  and  when  he  had  done  his  work, 
he  went  home,  and  at  one  stroke  of  his 
pen,  he  blotted  out  2s,  per  acre,  over  the 
whole  union,  and  this  without  any  reason 
assigned.  It  was  brought  before  the 
board  of  guardians  for  revision^  and  they 
said,  that  even  thus  reduced,  it  was  too 
high,  and  must  be  further  lowered  to  the 
extent  of  Is.  6rf.  per  acre.  In  consistency 
with  this  decision,  they  subsequently 
passed  a  resolution,  that  no  land  through- 
out the  union  should  be  valued  at  more 
than  25s.  per  Irish  acre.  That,  they  said, 
was  the  value,  and  that  the  noble  Lord 
would  adopt  as  a  basis  for  his  bill. 
The  valuer  was  perplexed.  He  applied 
to  the  Poor-law  commissioners  for  instruc- 
tions; they  gave  instructions ;  they  said, 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment to  assume  any  fixed  value  ;  they 
said,  that  the  value  taken  must  be  what 
the  property  would  reasonably  let  for  from 
year  to  year,  and  that  if  any  other  course 
were  adopted,  it  would  lead  to  increased 
litigation  and  expense.  On  receiving 
that  letter,  did  the  House  suppose,  that 
the  board  of  guardians  rescinded  their 
resolution,  and  acted  upon  the  law  as  it 
was  laid  down  by  the  Poor-law  commis- 
sioners, the  authorized  interpreters  of  the 
law  ?  Not  a  bit  of  it.  The  commission- 
ers wrote  to  the  board,  the  board  also  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  Mr.  Haw- 
ley,  the  assistant-commissioner.  He  at- 
tended to  explain  the  act,  but  he  did  not 
convince  the  majority.  No  resolution 
upon  the  point  was  then  come  to,  but  they 
aflerwards  made  a  reduction  of  one-sixth 
from  the  whole  valuation.  And  here  he 
must  explain  the  mode  in  which  the  poor- 
rate  was  assessed  in  Ireland,  in  order  that 
the  reasons  which  operated  upon  the 
boards  of  guardians,  and  induced  them  to 
make  the  valuation  for  the  poor-rates  as 
low  as  possible,  might  be  distinguished. 
As  between  one  farmer  and    another,   it 


was  a  matter  of  perfect  indifTerence,  whe- 
ther the  valuation  were  high  or  low ;  to 
that  the  valuation  inter  se  were  taken 
uniformly,  it  mattered  not  whether  the 
property  were  rated  at  10/.  or  at  51.  i  a 
6d.  rate  in  the  one  case,  or  a  Is.  id  the 
other,  would  cause  each  farmer  to  pay 
precisely  the  same  sum ;  but  as  between 
the  landlord  and  the  tenant  a  very  mate- 
rial difference  was  established  by  the 
Poor-law  Act ;  and  the  act  differed  in  this 
respect  from  the  English  act.  According 
to  the  Irish  act,  the  occupier  was  made 
liable  to  the  rate,  but  he  was  authorised  to 
deduct  from  the  landlord  a  poundage,  not 
upon  the  rate  for  which  he  was  liable,  but 
upon  the  rent  which  he  paid  equivalent  to 
one-half  of  the  poundage  of  the  rate  with 
which  he  was  charged.  The  consequence 
of  this  provision  was,  that  if  the  occupier 
were  rated  at  the  rack-rent^  the  provision 
was  equivalent  to  throwing  one-half  the 
burden  of  the  rate  upon  the  landlord; 
but  if  by  rating  the  property  nominally 
high  or  nominally  low,  they  could  alter  the 
proportion  between  the  rent  demanded  by 
the  landlord  and  the  rate  paid  by  the 
tenant ;  the  tenant  might  throw  more 
of  the  burden  on  the  landlord  ;  thus 
if  the  rating  were  sunk  to  the  lowest 
point,  and  the  tenant  had  to  pay  Is.  on  a 
10/.  rating,  he  might  deduct  6d.  in  the 
pound  on  the  20Z.  rent  demanded  by  the 
landlord ;  that  is,  he  was  authorised  to 
deduct  from  the  landlord's  rent  not  one- 
half  but  the  whole  of  the  rate.  Therefore, 
the  tenants  had  a  direct  interest  in  fixing 
the  rating  so  much  below  the  real  rent  €»f 
the  land  as  would  throw  the  burden  of 
the  rates  as  largely  as  possible  upon  the 
landlords.  He  found  that  principle  dis- 
tinctly avowed  in  the  union  of  Scariff. 
He  there  found,  that  Maurice  O'ConnelK 
Esq.,  an  ex  officio  guardian,  he  presumed 
not  the  hon.  Gentleman,  a  Member  of 
that  House.  [Mr.  O'Conne// :  I  No  ;  a 
relative]  That  gentleman,  as  ex  officio 
guardian,  when  asked  why  he  consented 
to  a  lower  rating  than  the  actual  value, 
avowed,  that  he— 

''  Considered  the  valuation  a  fair  one,  he- 
cause  it  put  about  two-thirds  of  the  rate 
upon  the  landlord  which  he  thought  fair.  The 
reduction  of  one-sixth  was  merely  arbitrary — 
it  was  solely  to  throw  ihe  burthen  of  the  iifee 
on  the  landlord.  He  approved,  however,  of 
the  present  valuation,  because  upon  reflectioD, 
he  thought  that  the  valuation  ought  to  be  con- 
siderably under  the  rent ;  and  the  people 
were  notable  to  bear  any^additional  taxation." 
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When,  therefore,  they  found  the  boards 
of  gMSLtdiznt  proceedin*^  open  theK  prin- 
ciplee,  and  instead  of  estabiUhinir  the 
▼aloe  at  what  land  would  let  for  by  the 
year^  and  at  which  talae  it  ou^ht  to  be 
rated,  bat  placing;  it  considerably  below 
the  rent  that  was  actually  paid,  it  did 
not  become  very  eztrjordinary  that  they 
shoald  find  what  the  noble  Lord  had 
stated  the  other  night  to  be  true,  that  the 
adoption  of  the  solvent  tenant*!  test, and  the 
▼aloe  upon  amount  of  the  tenant's  interest, 
over  and  above  the  rent  that  he  paid,  weald 
eztiogaish  the  constituencies  of  Ireland ; 
not  because  the  solvent  tenant's  test  was 
wrong,  but  because  the  valuation  under 
the  law,  taken  upon  a  construction  that 
was  contrary  to  the  law,  rendered  it  im- 
poiaible  that  the  rate  should  not  be  below 
the  rent,  and  that  consequently  the  amount 
of  ■  102.  rent,  taken  from  this  valuation, 
would  exclude  from  the  franchise  many 
persons  who  possessed  property,  in  which 
they  had  the  required  beneficial  interest. 
He  bad  stated  the  grounds  on  which  this 
rate  would  be  made  low.  He  knew  that 
the  noble  Lord  would  turn  round  upon 
him  and  say,  "  Observe,  here  are  many 
rated  at  5L,  who  ought  to  be  rated 
at  10/.  and  consequently  here  is  a 
perfect  vindication  for  our  taking  a  51. 
rale  as  a  measure  that  the  franchise  will 
be  to  some  extent,  we  do  not  know  how 
much  above  the  value  of  /iL"  He  (Lord 
Stanley)  admitted  the  fact,  and  he  gave 
the  noble  Lord  all  the  benefit  of  the  ad- 
mission ;  but  should  the  real  value  of  the 
properly  rated  at  51.  be  10/.,  or  even  \5L, 
still  it  did  not  remove  his  objection  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill.  Although  he  was 
satisfied  that  a  51.  rating  would  be  below 
the  value,  yet  he  was  not  furnished  with 
the  sli;;htest  means  of  conjecturing  how 
much  it  would  be  below  the  value ;  it 
might  be  5  per  cent,  in  one  place,  20 
per  cent,  in  another,  100  per  cent,  in  a 
third,  or  200  per  cent,  in  a  fourth;  in 
short,  it  wanted  the  principle  of  uniformity 
and  of  accuracy  so  completely,  that  he  for 
one  could  not  consent  to  take  it  as  the 
basis  of  the  franchise.  But  he  objected 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  even  supposing 
the  valuation  to  be  accurate,  to  be  uniform 
and  to  be  true;  still  he  objected  to  the 
principle  which  was  sought  to  be  applied 
in  this  bill,  because  they  were  called  upon 
to  adopt  a  principle  that  had  not  been 
introduced  into  any  other  bill  for  any  other 
part  of  the  country —  to  adopt  a  principle 


that  was  wholly  tepugiiaat  to  tiiafc  irtick 
had  hitherto  been  adopted  in  this  eooBtKj« 
to  adept  a  principle  never  yeC  applied, 
that  the  francfaiae  was  to  be  gnea 
ing  CO  the  rent  tiiac  was  charged,  mad 
according  to  the  amounC  or  value  of  ^ 
perty  possessed  by  the  voter.  The  omtj 
point  on  which  there  had  been  a  dtfeieie 
of  opinion  as  to  the  coostmction  of  the 
Reform  Act  was,  not  whether  the  foler 
was  to  or  was  not  to  have  a  profit  oot  of 
the  lardy  but  as  to  the  mode  in  wfakk  this 
profit  was  to  be  ascertained.  How  thia  qwcs- 
tion  could  have  led  to  any  di&rence  of 
opinion  among  the  judges  in  Ireland  hecoa- 
fesaed  he  was  at  a  loes  to  understand.  He 
thought  it  inexplicable  that  any  party,  or 
at  least  that  any  legal  authority  showU 
raise  a  doubt  as  to  the  franchise  in  Iiefand. 
which  had  never  been  the  caose  of  mnj 
doubt,  althoegh  the  same  words  had  iMOi 
used,  with  respect  to  the  franchise  of 
England  and  the  franchise  of  Scotland. 
What  were  the  words  on  which  the  donbt 
haul  arisen  ?  First,  with  respect  to  the 
franchise  in  fee,  the  words  '-  of  the  ch 
yearly  value  of  10/.**  The  right 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Pigot)  would 
not,  he  thought,  contend  that  any  mfntina 
was  made  in  the  Iiish  Reform  Bill  of  the 
freehold  franchise  in  fee,  or  that  from  one 
end  of  the  Irish  Reform  Bill  to  the  other 
there  was  anything  about  iL  The  fran* 
chise  was  not  granted  by  that  bill,  it  was 
not  altered  by  that  bill,  and  there  was  not 
one  clause  about  it.  The  franchise  in  fee 
depended  upon  the  act  10  George  4di, 
and  the  qualification  was,  that  the  volar 
should  be  in  posseuion  of  a  freehold  of 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  10/.  The  oalk 
which  the  voter  took  at  the  poll  was,  **  I 
swear  that  I  am  a  freeholder,  and  that  I 
possess  a  freehold  of  the  clear  yeerly 
value  of  10/.*'  That  was  the  oath  and 
the  only  oath ;  that  was  the  qualificalkM^ 
and  the  only  qualification ;  and  the  Irnb 
Reform  Act  made  no  mention  whatever  of 
it,  except  in  one  clause,  where  it  staled 
that,  in  addition  to  the  persons  then  ee- 
titled  to  vote,  others  should  have  the  right. 
The  words  of  the  English  Reform  Act  were 
borrowed  precisely  from  the  words  of  the 
Irish  franchise.  The  enacting  claoae  of 
the  English  Reform  Act  was  precisely  in 
the  same  words  as  the  definition  of  the 
Irish  right;  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
Scotch  Reform  Act  was  precisely  the 
same  as  the  words  conferring  the  franchise 
in  England  and  in  Ireland,  and  yet  neither 
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in  Seotltnd  nor  in  England  bad  he  ever 
beard  that  any  lawyer  had  got  up  and 
■aid  that  he  e*er  entertained  in  hii  own 
mind  any  doubt,  or  that  he  bad  ever  heard 
any  doubt  raited  ai  to  the  legal  conitrnc- 
tioD  ofaterm  which  wai  precisely  identical 
with  tlie  term  naed  in  the  Irish  act.  The 
term  "  beneficial  intereit "  applied  sot  (o 
the  Treebold  iiielf,  but  to  the  deriTatire — 
the  term  for  years.  Now  let  then  see 
where  the  doubt  bung  upon  this  point. 
He  was  not  going  into  the  history  of  ihe 
introdaction  of  these  words,  it  had  been 
already  often  referred  to.  These  were 
tb«  three  qualificationa  in  England,  in 
Ireland,  and  in  Scotland.  The  lease- 
holders in  England  where  such  lessees  as 
were  poaseised  of  any  term  originally 
granted  for  such  a  period  of  *'  ibe  clear 
yearly  valne"  of  such  an  amount.  In 
Ireland  ihe  words  were  "  having  a  bene- 
ficial interest  therein  of  the  clear  yearly 
Tslueof'so  mach;  and  in  Scotland  the 
right  was  in  every  tenant  "  where  the 
clear  yearl*  value  of  such  tenant's  inter- 
est, alter  the  payment  of  the  rent,  should 
be  10{."  Such  was  the  franchise  in  Eng- 
land, in  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland  ;  and  he 
thought  that  it  would  require  something 
more  than  legal  arguments  lo  find  the  di^ 
fereoce.  Bat  from  whatever  cause,  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  had  arisen,  it  was  not 
upon  the  point  of  a  profit  accruing  td  the 
tenant,  but  whether  that  profit  was  lo  be 
calculated  by  the  solvent  tenant  test,  or 
by  what  a  person  employing  his  own  ca- 
pital and  using  bis  own  labour  could  pro- 
babty  make  of  the  land  he  cultivated.  In 
Ireland,  the  Reform  Bill,  the  first  time  it 
was  brought  forward,  proposed  to  confer 
the  franchise  upon  all  parties  having  ■ 
leasa  for  twenty-one  y^ars,  and  paying  a 
yearly  rent  of  10/.  These  were  the  ob- 
jections which  were  taken  to  ihii  proposal, 
and  in  deference  to  which  objections  the 
Reform  Bill  was  subsequently  altered. 
The  objection  to  this  franchise  for  coun- 
ties was,  that  it  was  based  on  the  rent  that 
wu  paid  rather  than  on  the  pn)6ts  de- 
rived. 

"Now  with  respect  lo  counties,  I  cannot 
bul  Ihink,  that  in  givioK  Ibe  franchise  t?  the 
amount  of  rent  paid,  rather  than  proftls  made, 
you  act  on  a  wrong  principle  ;  you  give  it  to 
tbe  burden  which  makes  tne  man  poor,  and 
not  to  the  profit  which  makes  him  rich.  A 
man  might  on  ■  lease  have  to  pay  50/.  a  year 
for  what  wu  uot  worth  40/.  Tbat  man  baa  a 
vole  without  pmfil,  while  the  man  with  a  large 
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proAt  oat  ofainaUar  rant  gala  M  vote.   TUa 
principle  is,  I  Ihiok,  wrong." 

That  was  the  argument  made  use  of  in 
1 83 1  against  tbe  proposed  test,  and  ibU 
argument  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  boii. 
and  learned  Gentleman  tbe  Member  tof 
Dublin.  In  the  second  aesiion  of  th« 
same  Parliament  an  argument  waa  raisad 
as  to  tbe  propriety  of  requiring  a  larger 
amount  of  property  from  leaseholdara  than 
from  freeholders,  aod  then  iha  hon,  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
county  of Tipperary  (Hr.  Sheih  complain- 
ed that  tbe  constituencies  would  be  of  tbe 
jmallett  kind,  and  said,  that  larely  their 
object  ought  lo  be  to  let  in  a  large  and 
valuable  constituency,  which  derived  'a 
profit  of  lOf,  rather  than  confine  it  to 
those  who  heh)  20f.  leaieholda. 

"  The  constilueocy  of  Ihe  Irish  oonutie^'' 
said  the  hoD.  ami  learned  Oentlenan,  "coi^ 
listing  already  of  freebolden  of  ioL  profit 
(proBt,  observe)  above  thair  rent,  is,  of  neeeal 
nty,  smsU,  far  smaller  than  in  England,  where 
Ibe  fort  j-ihilling  freeholder  is  to  be  preserved. 
The  GovemmaDt  than  rate  tbe  leasehoMw^ 
qualification  so  high  as  30/.  prdtt  dwve  hii 
rent.  Surely  tbe  object  ooght  to  be  to  let  in 
as  large  a  constitiiency  as  possible.  It  was 
anonsalous  to  make  the  lOL  proBi  the  qaalift- 
cation  of  the  freeholders,  and  SO/,  that  of  ifca 


He  (Lord  SUnley)  cited  these  to  ibow 
that  in  the  coune  of  the  discuuiona  on 
the  Reform  Bill  the  amount  of  profit  no- 
cruing  to  the  occupier  over  and  above  the 
rent,  and  not  the  amonnt  of  tbe  rent,  waa 
made  the  criierioo  of  tbe  franchise.  Hie 
noble  Lord's  bill  departed  from  thatjprin- 
ciple  :  it  required  no  amount  of  profit  on 
the  part  of  the  voter,  it  required  of  the 
voter  no  individual  interest,  it  required  no 
■take  in  the  country,  he  might  be  burden* 
ed  with  an  exorbitant  rent,  he  might  b« 
borne  down  by  loads  of  debt,  which  wonld 
place  him  more  directly  under  the  power 
of  his  landlord  ;  yet  the  noble  Lorn  gave 
to  the  voter  the  franchise  in  proportion  to 
the  rent,  and  not  according  to  the  amonnt 
of  the  income  or  the  profit.  What  was 
the  argument  made  use  of  by  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  in  support  of  tbia  bill  t 

•<  Can  it  be  fairly  argued  that  iboae  who  tra 
anlqect  to  Ihe  burdens  should  not  have  the 
right  of  tbe  fracobiie  T  Do  you  iotaod  lo  throw 
upon  them  the  burden  of  laiation,  and  mil 
you  do  them  Ibe  injuitioe  of  withholding  froof 


Now,  tbey  did  not  throw  npoa  titm 
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ti.i    ..':-'    f-r  I..-:-    h*  'i.\r\'   o    i-Ai-   hfr  -n!'-- 

Mil'  1"  1-.^  pal  ■r-ni.  I  .=•  v.-:inief  wojiiii 
inf  ).-.«-  v'p  .t\\\.\nif  It  lift  Ti!.'.  7:«^T 
•nnJiI   2:r«*    l.^   rr;nr.M«p.    mr    Xif-r   \\a    loi 

bp^  ?furj  ^PTP-  ^'j.  " '.^-  imnn.'fti.  n 
iffUlition     liAi    r'   tX   \i\^   \mn   lift    imrj^r- 

#ini||rt    V    TilPfX    :l     T/..     VrJ      llAl     I      I    JTfrT- 

»<wn*  p:1  in  I  u  lift  Tvir-virK  nr  ichc:- 
»nr"  n  "iJii^  r  '.-r  iii"  nher  ^.\iii<*.  lit- 
•nJ»<  .honirl  ■r'^:.M\  in  lift  p^sfiT  o  on-r 
w  1**  ir  in"  ^nfr  -!*^  in  ii«  vfi:uf  -i:a>:ia 
«iv  iii*t  hft'-'  wr-rr*  wilincj  ii  IJI^*  lift  TIU-. 
[n  :»r:.  l-.n  if . tip  ..^ti  i»u  Ui  hr-  rnn- 
-•yin^  n  inrr.nn  ir  i^.  i  -wir.  .1  imnf-rr- 
•vnirJi  isrx  v:-n  » :tiit*  n  i  TUt*  ii  '.  f-'l 
•.o  W..  lift  amiii  r.i  uai  iniv  a  *nii  torn 
■n  h»*  •  iTpf  n  ■;»'•  ift  tofiui  jr*  -r^fnonsi- 
-jjft  or  liiii"  111*  riti*  —  liai  w"ki  iixiip-ne*. 
rnr  in*  v!i»*r  imi'  wr.uui  ■:iil  in  ':ie  anii- 
'.tvrri  IS  I  TiaitftT  if'  vmrw*.  mil  iiiw  "nr 
»iT;i*»nr»  i  ;^'*;%rlift  i-nrtlnrri  iii'^nr  n«rir? 
am  i^nr  -i;  in"  m  is  "nin^  "iti**  is  i»» 
'Viuiil.  Vis  ".lai  u".  •  .:  wia  ir.r.  ni^ 
-rw  I'.tir^  Wax.  ii*  tia  ".'sn.i'Sin'r  V,r  i 
.r*n»^  ".nift  iTj^in  ii*  i.ii.t*nr.rt  '»r  .irt  r.i.n-ti^. 
mr  ift  i.iii  4mI  ii-  t'lr-i  m  i\M\r\Acz9t. 
T'lft   ir*.    1  it    inr.    -"inir*  \iar   -ne   '^irrtr 

tiiuvitri  jSit  Ml*  :»!.» — -r.  tirt  loc  r»fi'i:-* 
that  .!•»  **ir»ii.il  )^.  .iiVf*  \ti  .T«»  3a7-n»»ni— 
»e  *!  *•  io»  *'9»'\  ••<i  iir*  :..i!*:  •.;!.»  .^nil  »'i;r*i 

\^.   Vi".»lS'<^'t  *:'r*'lir:   •.*»  >)..|.t  Vi*     kill  %•  ».i, 

H^  *14  mf*  w\T '  \A  y  •'■*•<■#-.  :vl  »v,:*>- 
»h<r  -*  ir/  ^  r. . «  ".  1*^  ■.  y.  *.  •  *. "%  ?**r.  *  •:.»•»  r.e 


iiiL    be  mxiTe  it*  sceMtm^'o  riica.  iv 

ir    vubi.oictia^  ion  'tacBi.  the 

-fe    i.vi    tsoncn.    man  i  i?ae? 

ir   he  nil.    hat  he    ii^ii  nnt.  'IcBih 

laa   ml    ^TF-x    in-r   ?rfecr  'O   vs 

"Tie  -finnieAs^^u  TUuaiian  «ni  BHnii 

n    tit^  'ti  lectior-  51   her  nil.    i 

iiii   nrrh. 

•  V  '.*»Mja    :    i    -sracfec:    tai  r.r  he  .mr- 

.-:    r-tLaL:-*-.    ncu.j.  :e  -7-a.:r«i   z   .kii-  luimiir, 
.i:.:    !r 'U    ne     ac?     czie.    :a    Liit    vfoca   j 

-.ill' I  tie  let  hen  Tfiiuret  hot  ir  =Jie 
■F--:T«Tr-  ««s!an£  hs  "aic— lonK^  inii  die 
i:nniemrn:rkr7  t^i  11:11: an  inmua  le  am- 
iiicsfi.  r'ie  T^i  lun.  leniiemiia  laii 
wl:::  iimsciJ'  tiai  his  va*  or  he  lurpos 
ii"  TTinierniT^  "tie  rnncnise.  ^ow  're  ind 
rnK.-fi  It  lie  'nuicniSB  -Efiuirvl  iw  rfa 
TUinir  ^J  Tmnrr^.  uiiiinicn  •hmn^nont 
he  ml  iti  till  iQi  ina  t  luiaiiitefv  m^ 
{i>Cirn  m  IS  ;n  nesnenc  if  -tie  TvtchiaB 
tini  lie  imnHrr*  uiauiti  ie  laniuteFiv 
r^w.ii  11  laniRT  he  inaiiiiRncinn.  ««  he 
tinncnt  ht:  "znr  lonuurihie  'Z-eariemaa 
laii  .iiie'i  "o  rr*»  in7  -»ifer  'u  'iii»  luveurli 
T!:ui.->'».  '.il  v.s  ittcnrnn  -ns  in^n  n  x 
v.i'iife  ri  v*iti!M  'iti  Haiise  ir  C<iiiiniaHB 
▼".11. 1 :  r-isr  '.r  lil  -T^ftrr  "ra  inii  die  f^nnc 
ir'  I  ■'•"incii  se.  n  7:uinr:cn  ace  iniy  «f 
*"'»rT  ■:rr:r'-:»e  :n  -vTicn  ie^  lait 
^.»:i».  :»i-  L  "nnciiiae  "w-Tici  aot  all 
lai^   »T-^r  te*»!i    V9r,^»fi.     Viis 


'V* 


l^yf^*h*    '.f    lr»*    »*«,   •f.'i     »ri4f     ■:;»      9'^iiifJ 

l4»rf  ri,»  fr^f.MiiM-,  whii«f  iji"  »*nu  "#  h;4T#  r^if^  t/^Krk*,"  and  ^y  i'  n  rr.ere  interprcta- 
lj**  ftAf.ehi*^  »'/'ii'l  r*ii**  1*.^  proy#»My  I/,  J  fion  in  thit  forrr.il  clanw,  the  noble  Lord 
\f»  t^tpjl  »» "^ri*!  w^i/ofiii'J'f*"'!  «  f  iir  tufn.  rir'#fr4««'l  fo  jive  an  cr.tireJT  new  defioi* 
Wk»f  if  i^<*  ('^f*T  w*%  '•''<  rf/|ii.rf'J  (o  )/«■  j  tiori  <jf  trie  franc hik-^  <i(cn  a  nev,  and 
r;ktH    *l    »!!'     'IhcT"    w:^«   a    pr^vi^/^  iri  |  b<lK«rto  unexpUined.  principle.   Tbit  pco* 


m--  -J.r. :?.  rai  .;r»r:r*ri-  i:a  ciftiae  It 
V..I*.  i.-n^.«  :;:•»  w:.  -^y-iife  Qf  the  Ml, 
ir.  Mr.  'i*-:'i'i'r:»".«  :^-.i:  ue  mMcsfias 
XV.ft^T  iy..i;*.4  be  c::c4tned  to  rncfwde 
•-.»  '-^  *.  r.^  r-r-'-i-jr.  \T.*i  rhit  the  void 
Fr.H-! '»-.•»- ir.r    \^.r,id    be  c^sc^tmed  M 

*xp.i*f'i*'J  o-.Iy  ?o  aT'^i'J  technical  dificvl- 
»i*rt,  he  f^ur.'i  it  enirrH  thit  the  '•rate 
and  ra'e^/Xik*  tfi^il  te  mnftmed  to  include 
«*fppkfn«'r.»4l  T»loa*ion  ind  lapplenerst^ 


ih^  bill  fJi*'  *Ji' fi  ;•  r<r»5»in  d'lvnpfi^ri  '/ 
proj;<Tiy  tK'.nM  >**  fffu\»%  from  ihe  raf'«, 
fh'  1^14 rd%  of  ^^li^irdi^rit  «l»oiil«l  mik"  a 
ttiltplfrrifritary  v:ilij4ti/iri  of  liie  properly 
rwit  r;iir;il,|f'.  'I  Kow:  IjoaifU  of  (;ii4rdi4h« 
WKild  h  ivf  no  ffio'iv  to  (ii  the  fnlue  •! 
o»i/i  «hil|iri/,  /,f  ;it  I'iO/.,  f  xrrpl  lh«:  nvi- 
Hv^   whirh   th'*    nolile  f/ird   {^ave  hy   this 


reedinjif  was  very  hke  the  bill  vhicb  Ui* 
loved  the  preanrible ;  and  he  maM  My, 
that  hy>ih  orie  and  the  other  were  alike 
unworthT  the  talents  and  the  station  of 
th>-  noMc  F«ord.  lie  had  now  slated  his 
olij^'Ctionv  to  takirig  the  valuation  as  any 
tent  or  criterion  of  the  valee  of  the  pr<^ 
prriy  ;    arid  even  if  il  were   certain,  lie 
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woold  object  to  take  it  as  a  groandwork 
ibr  the  franchiae,  because  the  act  did  not 
inpote  the  bvrdeoy  and  did  not  afford  aoj 
proof  that  the  party  wat  liable  to  the  pay- 
neat.  He  would  ask)  then,  on  what 
grroQod  wat  to  be  based  this  great  ezteo- 
aion  of  the  franchise  in  Ireland?  The 
noble  Lord  did  not  denv.  that  it  wonld 
lead  to  an  extension.  He  said  the  other 
night, 

**  I  do  not  conceal  from  myself  that  there 
will  be  some — although  I  do  not  think  there 
will  he  a  great — yet  there  will  l>e  some  exten- 
sion of  the  suffrage ;  whilst  it  will  at  the  same 
time  exclude  a  considerable  number  of  per- 
sons who  are  actually  now  in  possession  of 
the  franchise ;  but  who,  under  a  rateing  of  five 
pounds,  will  not  be  qualified  to  TOte." 

Now  among  the  papers  with  which  boo. 
Members  had  been  furnished  that  morn- 
ing, he  (bund  one  which  related  to  the 
number  of  persons  registered  under  the 
present  elective  franchise,  and  all  the 
knowledge  he  could  get  from  the  commis- 
sioners with  regard  to  the  number  of 
registered  electors,  and  to  the  probable 
effect  of  the  present  bill  was,  that  they 
could  give  little  or  no  information.  In 
Balrothery  union,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  maps,  and  the  inaccuracy  of  the 
lists  as  to  the  definilkm  of  the  site  of  the 
qualifying  property,  the  commissioners 
were  onable  to  say,  how  many  of  the 
registered  electors  were  resident  in  the 
union,  and  even  then  there  had  been  no 
inquiry  except  in  one  barony  forming 
about  a  tenth  of  the  whole  union.  In 
Lurgan  union  they  inquired  into  about 
one  half;  but  with  regard  to  the  resident 
ten -pound  electors  already  registered,  or 
as  to  the  number  that  a  five-pound  rating 
franchise  would  give,  the  commissioners 
were  quite  unable  to  afford  any  informa- 
tion. That  was  the  satisfactory  evidence 
on  which  they  were  called  upon  to  pro- 
ceed to  make  an  alteration  in  the  princi- 
ple, and  to  change  entirely  the  nature  of 
the  franchise  in  Ireland.  There  had  been 
no  statement  with  regard  to  the  true  state 
of  the  franchise — there  was  no  statement 
of  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  regis- 
tered electors-  there  was  no  statement  of 
the  probable  number  of  voters  in  future 
years ;  but  the  noble  Lord,  following  the 
argument  of  the  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  the  city  of  Dublin)  told  them 
that  the  proportion  of  the  constituency  of 
the  county  of  Mayo,  to  tlie  popolation  of 
the  county  of  Mayo,  was  smaller  tbaa  the 


proportion  of  the  constituency  of  tha 
county  of  Kent,  to  the  population  of 
Kent,  and  so  forth  with  regard  to  tbt 
different  oountiea  in  Ireland  and  in  Eng« 
land.  Now  he  (Lord  Stanley)  repudiata^ 
that  argument  altogether  as  the  oaais  for 
an  alteration  of  the  franchise.  They  did 
not  appljT  to  the  different  parts  of  the 
same  portion  of  the  empire  this  priociplt, 
and  he  objected  to  the  application  to  any 
distinct  portion  of  the  empire  a  priocipit 
that  they  did  not  adopt  between  the 
integral  parts.  In  the  municipal  acta  in 
England  they  had  wards  in  which  there 
was  a  large  population  and  great  wealth, 
and  where,  5>f  course,  a  large  proportion 
of  the  population  was  intrusted  with  the 
municipal  franchiae,  and  they  had  in  an- 
other city,  or  perhaps  in  the  same  city, 
other  wards  where  the  population  might  ba 
much  larger,  but  where  there  was  not  at 
much  wealtli,  and  where  they  found  a 
imaller  number  of  persons  entitled  to  fott 
in  municipal  matters;  yet  did  any  httman 
being  come  forward  and  contend  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  difference  in  these  different 
wards  ?  Did  any  one  sayi  that  in  the  pini 
rish  of  jSt.  George's  there  ought  to  be  ft 
50/.  franchise  and  that  in  St.  Qilea  i| 
should  be  reduced  to  6/.,  because  a  grf^t 
part  of  the  population  of  St.  Giles  ▼.  as  not 
of  fufficient  wealth,  and  were  thereby 
excluded  from  the  right  tp  vote?  Was 
there  ever  such  a  principle  la^d  down  as 
the  basis  of  a  representative  system,  thajt 
there  should  be  a  certain  proportion  be* 
tween  the  population  and  the  constituency 
by  which  the  franchise  was  to  be  mea- 
suredt  and  by  which  it  should  be  deter- 
mined whether  the  qualification  should  go 
down  to  6J.»  or  whether  it  should  rise  t9 
50/,  ?  If,  then,  they  never  thought  of  ap* 
plying  such  a  principle  here,  he  did  not 
see  any  reason  why  thev  should  a{^Iy  it 
to  Ireland ;  because,  either  from  its  posi- 
tion, the  circumstances  of  its  populatioii, 
or  the  state  of  its  wealth,  some  indisi^ 
minate  change  might  be  thought  to  be  de- 
sirable. He  came  now  to  a  question  whicti 
he  was  aware  was  to  be  approached  wiih 
considerable  difficulty  and  delicacjr,  and 
which  he  wonld  wish  to  discuss  with  the 
least  possible  feeling,  but  looking  at  tbe 
bill  itself,  looking  at  the  effect  which  it 
was  proposed  to  attain  by  the  nlteraUon, 
and  looking  at  the  whole  state  of  the  caffk 
he  felt  bound  not  to  ahrink  from  tbe  dia- 
cussion.  Tbe  state  of  societv  in  IrelaiMt 
in  reference  to  the  exercise  of  tbe  aieetifw 
9D2 


hVi         Pviaaupic^vrf  Tirjpn         fl^'I IOC* jr?f? }  ^Irdud^  tM 

'ripens  %»  ififZ    T*»  VI !«»  v  '.iftc  nu  ili-    it   -ir.ier  »xs  tua  cnc-uJl  uai  did 


n   >»*.i  lit.  ml    •»*    tr.Ti:*"  •  ».r.    _:i-.  *s^      :  ^r  ^'"^  11.1  «  '-i*  c  »±rtice  beiv4 


jw*^.  »•:  111  n.iitti  vi*  mr*:  i.'.i— «    :«uit  .:i       ir*  :v;  ^^fc^ft*^  ^  iii*  i»i  :tt»i 


P-*  in  it-.r  ■•  +1    :   -*K  i-o:  «c>  11  rw  -'»*  nztic^*  .1  InLk-zc,  zc  pnALia^  qsaH- 

»i:«:'iTi»-iM      i"^--v  .-5    i.t  *ra-*  :r  *:ir.»*  1  «-i-"  »  "*  &  ''i-^i^r  uc  cucj^enb»e  redi 

t  !-•-  *.•!•:,  i'-»c-«"-ri  "w"-!.-.-!-.  !.-.«  •*•-': -»n.::e  '  iir    I  lie  2  later  :■:  'a*  ptncm*  gtiitod 

*^   121    iC' "c*    '-»T*:in-j  ir   iirj  co*:^  " :  l:«»  :ria«:  •_  ae.    la  ;.>£  repc^  skM  kad 

H*  '>i-i:  *."£♦:■•: r  ■-'•?'  •?':"^*  "c  lt'»  :\\*t  ZK*r.  ^1:  ..i*:  v.*  &»£•«§  c^  Members  ikii 

E-"*:-.  10:    !•*  i"':.  *- 1  *  »-   »i  i-ii^*  1  — ''-,'.  »r.i:  :^.:-«  :**.-*  wer*  ti*T  dsd  soc  cos- 

r./ ■-.*  ffir*  1' "  -   «r"»:  •  •-•»-  ^.s^i'.:-  i*«'i''i -:=*"■•*.—- li*  teaser  of  exiiu^ 

i,j  .*.^   |p^       J.  ft^-et'*^  "•»•  •''  t-*a-'r  ***^***  ***=^  m-ir*  ..4-.;.   »  d.m:fiu&  t&ia  10 

.CTW.  mv*-t,  L  Gr*i:  Brno,  taere  -tre  :„...„.„.    L-^4«  ^:...,  aryiike?«fe  «* 

W.iS-: .  y •-   »'•«.  cr,  :a  c/ier  wrrdf.  ::.*  ••-:*•*-!.    UfySi^rd*  r  k'i«  c«uc4  ro  mk  tlm 

area  o''  Und  ;-.    Ir*:ar.d    w»f  »  *2.5thi  cf  :•*.•   :*r.ir.-i    ^'.lald    p^^feif    ike  fraackaie. 

the  ar*4  o'  E.'»z  ^n*^  %r.d  .Sco*i«nd.  Ascri?  VTtj-M  d.vr.cu  i*e  everywhere  to  be  foud, 

boir    fr,»fij    ji'-rvin*.  at    ikriCho.d-rf,  vat  :r.*  rerirTrr  cf  »r;c:.  are  tcrepreietited." 

th4t  »r«-4  ir.  Gr<^4t  B'ir-«  nd'^'-;^"!  .^  It  ap-  Tbtt  vas  ibe  s'atemerit  of  the  Gentk* 

p«-ar'-d  !'.••   in«-re  were  •;■>-!/.=?  jj  \>^f^,i.h  man  »Krt«  r«- pert  Lad  been  that  day  aab. 

orcupvnfl;    ;♦. 000.000 'f  arre^,  ^hUi  r.  rriiUed  to   Meiibrrt   of  Pariiaroeot.     He 

Ireland,  rxrrupyiri/    2  C'h*  of  ti.e   «ari.e  did   not   deny  in  at,  10  a  certain  eiteoc, 

ar(;a,  ih're  w^-r*;  000,0  .0  iiitj'Jho:d«trs ;  ',r  vih^t  these  CieDtiemen  had   stated  would 

ther#;  wxt  in  Ir^iartd,  occupyine  2-.0ih§  ot  Le  found  to  be  correct,  and  be  was  tttte  to 

the   strf-a  of  P^cflarid,  rif^rly  double    tl.<-  <  admit,  that  he  reeretlcd  that  such  should 

number  of  the  Undholdert  in  Great   Mn-  ,  be  the  fact,  but  at  the  same  lime  be 


lain.  Nothit.j;  showed  rriore  clearly  lii-  ■  b<'iund  to  sny.  that  he  was  noi  surprised 
difTerenrc  bHwr-r-n  ibe  sfate  of  the  Mgn-  i  at  i(.  He  wished  to  touch  upoo  this  topic 
niliural  popul^stion   in  thf  two  rounirii  <.  !  wiihout  causing  any  warmth,  and  as  gently 

#VaA  la^.l  I'l".'  *  "tl  ■  ■■■■  ■■  ■ 


The  nr-ce*s^ry  rfsuli  of  iln^  muliiplication 
of  fenants  ocrupym^  a  smalkr  area  of  liic 
soil  was  to  lead  to  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  those  capable  of  exercising  the 
elective  franchine.  Where  the  holdings 
were  more  divided,  the  lower  would  be 
the  number  of  persons  enliiled  to  %'ote: 
thus  it  would  be,  and  thus,  in  his  opinion, 
it  oii[^ht  to  be.  Again,  the  landholders  in 
the  two  countries  were  respectively  dmtin- 
(^niKlied  into  two  clashes,  those  who  do, 
iind  those  who  do  not,  employ  the  labour 
of  other  pemons;  and  the  ditferencc  was 
Vfry  material.  In  (Sreat  Britain,  out  of 
.M.O.'i.OOO  landholders,  there  were  187,000, 


as  possible  ;  but  be  believed,  that  there  was 
no  man  on  either  side  of  that  House 
who  did  not  know,  that  there  was  a  re- 
markable difference  between  the  state  de- 
scribed by  these  Gentlemen  and  the  state 
in  this  country.  There  was  not  in  Eng- 
land this  remarkable  objection  00  the  part 
of  the  landlords  to  thi;  grsming  of  leases ; 
I  hey  had  not  the  same  aversion  lo  the 
exercise  of  the  franchise  by  their  tenaott* 
because,  taking  one  with  another^  be  tbej 
Whi^  or  be  they  Tory,  be  they  Gentlemen 
on  one  side  of  that  House  or  Gentlen»ea 
on  the  other,  it  was  a  matter  of  pride  and 
satisfaction  to  the  landlords  of  England 
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that  their  tenants  usually  felt  a  desire  to 
comply  with  their  landlords'  wishes.  He 
neither  sought  to  deny  nor  to  apologise  for 
it,  while  he  condemned  the  exorbitant  or 
undue  exercise  of  the  power ;  for  if  it  were 
poshed  to  an  extreme,  it  was  known,  that 
when  any  man  attempted  to  estimate  the 
probable  result  of  a  county  election,  it 
was  ascertained  by  calculating  the  num- 
ber of  the  great  landed  proprietors  in  the 
county,  and  weighing  the  number  of  occu- 
piers under  them  [CAeers].  Nay,  those  who 
cheered  were  quite  willmg  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  fact.  Even  the  noble  Lord 
himself  (Lord  J.  Russell),  in  introducing 
the  Reform  Bill,  insisted,  that  it  was  his 
wish,  as  it  was  his  expectation,  that  the 
bill  should  maintain  among  the  county 
constituencies,  the  legitimate  influence  of 
the  landed  proprietors.  He  asked,  then, 
the  House,  to  consider  the  condition  of 
the  English  landlord  :  if  he  found  one,  or 
two,  or  three,  of  his  tenants  exercising 
their  own  independent  judgment,  and,  in 
consequence  of  the  difference  in  their 
political  views,  taking  an  adverse  course, 
it  was  understood  and  created  no  ill-will ; 
but  if  the  English  landlord  found  upon 
his  estate  a  system  of  influence  habitually 
exerted,  by  which  all  his  tenants  were  pre- 
vailed upon  in  a  body,  and  in  every  in- 
stance, to  set  themselves  in  opposition  to 
his  political  views,  an  influence  which  he 
could  neither  avert  nor  control — he  would 
ask,  what  would  be  the  not  improbable 
course  which,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  English  landlords  would  take?  How 
could  they  blame  the  landlord,  or  how 
could  they  say  it  was  unnatural  in  him  to 
leek  to  obtain  tenants  under  him  whose 
influence,  would  have  no  effect?  He  did 
not  think  that  there  could  be  any  great 
animadversion  on  the  landlord,  who  said. 
*'  I  must  have  tenants  who  are  not  habi- 
tually  subject  to  influence  and  interest 
habitually  exercised."  But  the  landlord 
might  not  go  this  length ;  he  might  be  re- 
strained by  motives  of  humanity  or  of 
justice,  or  by  considerations  for  his  te- 
nants, from  taking  this  step,  and  sub- 
stituting tenants  who  concurred  with  him 
in  opinion  for  those  who  did  not.  He 
might  say,  "  I  have  no  quarrel  with  you 
as  regards  our  respective  positions  of 
landlord  and  tenant ;  you  are  satisfied 
with  me  as  a  liberal  landlord,  and  I  am 
equally  satisfied  with  you  as  an  indus- 
trious and  respectable  tenant ;  but  there  is 
one  source  of  irritation  betweeu  us,  which 


must  exist  so  long  at  I  perceive  that  upon 
all  political  occasions  you  are  led  to  take 
a  course  opposed  to  that  which  I  take; 
but  this  is  the  only  point  of  difference 
between  us-^let  it  not  interfere  to  produce 
any   misunderstanding   between  landlord 
and  tenant,  but  so  long  as  it  exists  there 
must  be  irritation,  and  an  interruption  of 
the  good  will  which  is  now  maintained. 
You  may  feel  confident  in  me,  and  you 
know  that  I  shall  not  dispossess  a  tenant 
who  does  his  duty  in  an  agricultural  point 
of  view ;  let  us  get  rid  of  this  franchise, 
therefore,  and  let  us  remove  from  beiween 
us  this  bone  of  contention."     He  asked, 
whether  in    England   this  would  not  be 
considered  to  be  a  fair  and  liberal  course 
to  adopt — whether  it  would  not  be  conti- 
dered  that  any  landlord  was  justified  io 
neutralising  the  influence  of  his  property 
altogether,  rather  than  submitting  to  the 
employment  of  that  influence  against  him- 
self— and  whether  he  might  not  say,  that 
he  would  not  of  his  own   free  will  be  an 
instrument  in  the  hands  of  others,  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  their  purposes.     He 
contended  that  that  was  the  natural  course, 
and   one  to  which    very  little  exception 
would    be   taken   in  England.     He  said 
that  that  was  the  state  of  society  in  £n|^* 
land  to   a  certain   extent.      There    were 
those  tendencies  afloat  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  which  had  led  much  to  a  di- 
minution of  the  number  of  electors,  from 
an  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  land- 
lord to  put  into  the  hands  of  his  tenant  a 
political  weapon,  to  be  wielded,  in  time  of 
political    warfare,   against    himself       He 
regretted  this  state  of  things ;  he  regretted 
that  this  should  be  the  result  of  it;  he  re- 
gretted that  the  diminution  of  the  consti- 
tuency should  arise  from  these  causes,  and 
he  said,  therefore,  that  when  he  had  t>een 
shown  that  such  a  course  had  produced  a 
recurrence  of  the  old  system,  and  had  led 
to  the  representation  of  the  Irish  counties 
being  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  few  mono- 
polists, or  in  the  hands  of  a  linnied  con- 
stituency, and  that  this  species  of  mono- 
poly existed  in   opposition  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Irish  Reform  Act,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  extend  the  franchise,  he 
would  admit,  that  then  he  should  be  ready 
to  say,  **  I  am  prepared  to  discuss  with 
you  tins  subject,  with  a  view  to  remedy 
that  which  1  admit  to  be  an  evil,  and  to 
devise  the  best  means  of  remedying  those 
mischiefs,  which  1  conceive  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  Reform  Bill,"     But  be 
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\rM  l::€  Hi  UK  ii  :>c*  klv,  iLai  before  f.e  electors* — "v.  I  ST.  He  foand,  thai  id  tea 

adopted  »^al  c'--:rK,  he  10311  b*  f^o^ri  of  ire  cocn*:-:«  there  had  been  an  incfeaae, 

d!*l'Dc:iv  t^it    the    errV:**    wb  :ii    were  m  »rce  1?32  crW.  hot  iisce  1S35,  awl 

all^^^J  J.iJ  b*i£n  p'oi'JCtJ.     A:.d  »' e--  :h'3:  ir.  two  of  iheri — an  i  two  only — tbera 

he  La  J  i>e*ri   -'.cwr.   i- !«.   i*.-:  :hai   the  iiad  Ifrc:-.  a  c:in in uiion  of  the  n amber  of 

CO'*'*  I'jeLCit*  Ka'i  brrn  p:3c:ca!iv  z\t  C3»-»*.  ■.•jent*  since  li35-     The  aagaeot- 

roir^d  ir.t  J  a  ?T.a  ler  r.:jn\=r  a-  ccaro'-re  ^  aii'a  3::i  n*l  increase  in  the  conntT  cini* 

wi'.h    w'sil  l*.ev   r.iJ    >t^5.   Jiri^i   u\    '.he  fijer.cv  cf  Ireiaad  sirce  18?o  had  been 

o^.-^n/'^n  of   tK?  r»-:5..,  a-d   :h:5  caj*e  i'.'.4l9.  asd  t'~.at  since  1^30,  taking  the 

onlr,  \\.^.:k  de  shoj' :  b-:  r^ai'i-  to  ':!>-:u:<  m:r«t  1  cited  caicuUticn.  there  hid  been 

the    T^Ti'A't  by   •I;-:.   I'-.-cy   .-.:.••  t  r:  ^r:  an  ia:rr2K  of  ncTC  that  cent,  per  cent,  w 

t^^e  ca<e,  and    a^o.  1    t' e   in  jf'.f  v,i-:  .  the  coulIt  cons'.itn^iRCT.     He  von  Id  inm 

were  sai  J  to  hi*€  ar:*cn.   But  ir.';  remedv  now  to  the  l>?ron;h  ccnstilaencv,  and  he 

whi'fi  wi?  LOW   r.r'::.c»eJ,  i.e  co-;i   le  .  four. J    ;'..it   i:.    ^::LOii   c»erT  borcnjrfa  in 

the  Ho'js^,  wo'ji-i  b<e  a  d^r^-irro'^s  cr.*:-.    Il  Ireland  l^.ere  had  been  an  increase  iiBca 

was  a  «u^j^ct  %h.V'.:  «a«  nv:  to  b:  ire^'.e i  ii-:3.     .Ai  to  ten  of  the  boroo^s,  there 

lightly,  cr  with    i'id.r:^:e^ce,  b^csuae   it  had  been  no  account,  and  in  one  there 

was   iTi  erfe'.i  a:x  exer.i-n  en  t"  e  pir:  of  had  l>=cn  a  d^crejs:'.  which  was  that  of  a 

the  Le^ifut'jre  apl.-^st  ihj   s:ru^^lt:s  of  tiogle  iodiv^iuil  only.     In  Dnblin.  now, 

pff'ptriy.     Tf;at  it  m-jht  be  required  by  lb-: re  were  no  fewer  than  17,347  voteia, 

ci  re  u  IT  stances  ht  dd  r.-t  d:-nv,  bit  thev  and  of  these  there  w..re  10.5S5  10/.  house- 

wou'd  HirJ  thit  properly  wonld  resi'^t  this  bolder*,  a  clssfn-:wly  introduced.  In  Cork 

iiiterfereLce,  and  he   warneJ  thpm  to  be  there  were  S,l^4;  in  Belfast  5.400;  and 

prepare<l  azairi»i  the  event.     But  bef'.re  tlic  ictul  number  of  electors  in  the  thirtj- 

be  should  h:  pre^^ar.d  to  npply  a  remedy,  two  l(.;<:':zhs  of  Ireland,  Limerick  being 

the     ^ricTance    xw-.^X     be     satisfactorily  exceptcJ,    was   o'i.-SriU.     Of  these  there 

proved,     lie  would    turn    to  ihc  county  wtre  ■/7,00.)  10/.  householders,  and  there 

constitueiicv  of  Irtlarid,  and   would  refer  was  no  borou^^h  in  Ir-  land  which  had  a 

to  a  pdprr  whirh   liud    been   laid   on   the  ncw  constituency  of  less  than  200  at  the 

Table  of  ti.c  House,  under  the  auihorjiy  k-asc.     Ths  was  the  result  of  the  paper 

of  the  Iloii-e  itself.     That  piper  was  cr-  x^hich  b  id  been  laid  upon  the  Table.   [Ao 

dered  to  be  produced  in  ihe  course  of  the  hon.  Member :  It   is  not  to  be  depended 

last  Session,  on  the  motion  of  the   hon.  upon.]     Those  who  quarrelled  with  this 

Member  hr  Kilkenny.     He  wonifi    turn  |»aper  were  the  very  persons  who  had  been 

first  to  the  Kt:ite  of  tliinps  at  tlir  lime  of  so   anxious    for   its   production,   and   for 

the  pasiiiii^  of  the  Iri»h  Reform  Bill.     At  whom  it  had  been  Liid  upon  the  Table  of 

that  time   he  Ciilculutcd   that  the  county  the  House;  but  now,  finding  that  il  did 

couMtiiiicncy  amounted  to  .-V2,000,iind  the  not  bear  out  their  arguments,  they  turned 

hon.  and  learned  rienllcman,  the  .Member  round  on  him  and   said,  "  This  paper  is 

for  Dublin,  told  him,  that  in  makin;;  that  good  for  nothing ;  if  it  had   shown  ad  - 

calculation,  he  was  goin^  far  beyond  the  crease,  we  should  have  acted  upon  it,  bat, 

inaik, — indeed  he  waj  not   sure  that  he  as  it  proves  a  gieat  and  striking  increase, 

did  not  say  one- half  beyond  the  point  to  we  repudiate  it  altogether,  ond  say  that  it 

which   he  ought  to  go  ;  but  he  told  him,  is  totully  unworthy  of  belief."     And  why 

that  if  \ni  would  consent  to  take  the  51.  did   they   seek   to  withdraw   it  from  the 

franchise,  instead  of  the  10/.  franchise,  he  attention  of  the  House  P  He  had  no  doubt 

did  not  despair,  that  within  a  limited  time  at  all  that  there  were  in  this  registry  a 

the  const itueni'y  of  Irohmd  might  amount  considerable  number  of  double  registra- 

to  (»0,000,or  even  90,(.)0(j,  on  the  registry,  tions.     What  deduction  should  they  make 

ffc  turned  now  to  the  state  of  tlic  const'i-  on  account  of  these  double  registratioos? 

tuency   at   the  presrnt   time,  and  to  the  Thrrc  were,  no  doubt,  also  fraudulent  and 

snp[)os(d  evidence  which  hud   been  pro-  fictitious  votes  upon  the  registry.     What 

duced  by  thi*  Government,  of  the  progrrs-  should  they  tak**  oiF  for  the  whole  ^     He 

sive  decrease  of  the  county  constituency,  would  say  2().0U0;  and  if  he  allowed  that 

owing  to  this  holding  back  cf  Icuscs,  which  large  number,  the  returns  still  proved  that 

w.is  ctimplnined   of.     In   the   \cars  1.^.31  thcri'  had  been  an  increase  to  79,000,  as 

»nd    l."^:):},   ns  he  had  already   !<s;iid,  the  compared  with  5-2, OOf),  but  when  he  stated 

nnml)t-r  of  the  constituency  was  50,0()().  that  there  were  5*2,000  on  the  rcgistrr,  at 

^' v.hat  was  the  number' of  the  county  the  time  of  ihe  paising  of  the  Refonn  oill« 
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it  wu  to  be  observed,  that  that  register  I 
had  existed  for  thirty,  or  forty,  or  6fty 
years,  and  the  number  of  bad  votes  upon 
it,  whether  they  were  dead  votes  or 
fictitious  votes,  must  have  been  even 
greater  than  that  of  the  new  votes  which 
were  subsequently  added  to  it.  He  cer- 
tainly had  not  been  prepared  to  hear  it 
said,  that  the  paper  whicli  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  Government,  at  the  desire  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny,  was  so 
utterly  worthless  as  it  was  suggested,  as 
affording  evidence  of  the  present  state  of 
the  franchise.  [Lord  John  Russell:  It  is 
not  a  return  given  by  the  Government] 
The  Government,  at  all  events,  had  offered 
no  objection  to  its  production,  and  it  ought 
to  be  taken  to  be  a  valid  return.  But,  admits 
ting  that  there  were  double  entries  on  the 
register,  and  that  the  return  gave  no  actual 
test  of  the  existing  state  of  the  const! • 
tuency,  then  what  did  he  say?  That 
before  they  proceeded  to  alter  the  consti- 
tuency, and  to  act  on  the  assumption  of  a 
diminution^  they  should  see,  that  the  di- 
minution had  actually  taken  •  place,  in 
order  that  the  new  law  which  they  pro- 
posed to  introduce  should,  in  reality,  nave 
ibe  effect  of  remedying  an  existing  evil. 
But,  *^  No,"  said  the  noble  Lord,  *'  you 
shall  not  bive  the  means  of  doing  so ;  we 
tell  you  that  the  constituency  of  Ireland 
has  diminished  materially,  and  before  we 
will  allow  you  to  get  evidence  upon  the 
point,  we  call  upon  you  to  alter  the 
qualification  of  the  constituency,  and  we 
refuse  you  the  means  of  purging  the  re« 
gister/'  But  he  felt  that  he  was  detaining 
the  House  at  an  unusual,  and  he  feared 
troublesome  length  upon  this  subject, 
and  he  rejoiced  to  say,  that  he  had  come 
ver^  nearly  to  the  end  of  the  objections 
which  he  entertained  to  this  measure.  He 
objected  to  the  bill,  as  he  had  already 
said,  upon  the  principle  on  which  it  was 
founded  ;  he  objected  to  the  qualification 
being  based  upon  the  rating,  and  not 
upon  the  profit ;  he  objected  to  the  valu- 
ation upon  which  it  was  proposed  to  form 
a  francnise,  as  being  insufficient  to  give  a 
fair  test  of  the  actual  value ;  but  if  all 
these  objections  could  be  got  over,  he 
objected,  in  the  very  strongest  terms,  to 
the  amount  of  the  value  which  was  pro- 
posed. He  asked  for  a  reason  why  the 
household  franchise  should  be  lowered 
from  10^.  to  51.  ?  Was  there  a  restrictive 
franchise?  Where  would  they  pioduoe  a 
document  to  show  it  ?    It  lay  vpon  tbQie 


who  proposed  the  alteration  to  prove  the 
necessity  for  it,  and  why  should  tbev  in- 
troduce in  Ireland  a  c|ualification  whdlj 
different  from  that  which  existed  in  Eosp- 
land  ?  Let  them  take  the  county  coostt*. 
tuency,  and  on  what  ground  was  it  thai 
the  noble  Lord  hoped  to  induce  the 
House  of  Commons  to  say,  that  every 
man,  whether  liable  to  pay  rates  or  not, 
whether  charged  with  a  rent  ten  times  tht 
real  value  of  the  land  which  he  occupied 
-^every  man  who  occupied  lands  whick 
at  any  time  had  been  inserted  in  any  rate« 
book,  or  supplemental  valuation,  should 
be  entitled  to  the  franchise?  On  what 
ground  was  it  that  the  noUe  Lord  called 
on  the  House  of  Commons  to  introduot 
this  class  of  voters  ?  What  class  would 
this  be  in  England?  The  noble  Lord 
had  years  ago  refused  his  assent  to  a  pro- 
position of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Membel' 
for  Preston,  for  the  purpose  of  exteqdiQg 
to  the  10/.  householders  the  right  of  •](« 
ercisiog  the  franchise  in  counties.  On 
what  ground  was  it,  that  he  was  going  to 
extend  the  franchise  in  Ireland  ?  Did  he 
suppose  that  5L  householders  in  Ireland 
were  a  class  less  liable  to  influence,  better 
educated,  more  independent,  and  more 
thrifty  and  economical  than  lOZ.  house* 
holders  in  England  and  Scotland.  Wit 
that  the  ground  on  which  he  was  goin|[ 
to  make  this  distinction  ?  What  was  the 
class  of  persons  to  whom  he  was  eolog  to 
give  the  franchise?  Every  unrortuuato 
man,  who,  under  the  denomination  of  ^ 
grinding  landlord,  might  occupy  a  cabiii 
and  an  acre  or  two  acres  of  land,  foe 
which  he  was  charged  a  rent  higher  than 
he  could  afford  to  pay,  or  his  holding  was 
worth,  would  be  entitled  to  it.  It  wouU| 
be  given  to  a  class  of  persons  below  that 
of  the  labourer  of  England — to  individqali 
of  a  rank  and  station  infinitely  more  d** 
graded  (he  did  not  mean  as  regarded 
their  character,  but  their  education  and 
general  halnts),  infinitely  lower  than  the 
labourer  of  England,  who  procured  bit 
livelihood  by  the  work  of  his  own  handa. 
A  report  had  been  laid  before  the  Houses 
not  long  ago,  from  the  Poor-law  commis« 
sioners,  in  reference  to  emigration;  aod 
what  did  they  say  on  that  subject  ?  They 
said  that  in  Ireland  there  was  practicalAr 
no  difference  between  the  lower  class  v 
farmers  and  the  labouring  men ;  and  fJuj^ 
the  lower  class  of  agricultural  tenantt  jj^ 
Ireland  was  as  much  entitled  to  compfj|f 
sion  and  ifU?f|  by  th^r  bmg  mim  M 
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...  g        1  .        ,    ^*^-  sort  ib2t  I  descnM.     ^^  bu  proportioo  of  Uie 

exercise  ibe  dectifc  franchise;  but,  id  re-    j^,^^  -^  ^-^-^^  j„^^  ftmns  of7en  or  fifteen 

ference  to  such  a  proposition,  there  was  ,„„»  Ii  woald  be  a  dxScalt  thing  to  aike 
one  passage  which  he  trusted  the  Hou^  a  ca]ciilati3D  of  tha:  kind ;  I  nerer  made  sach 
would  allow  him  to  read,  and  which,  as  it  a  calculation,  but  in  point  cf  numbers  of  indi- 
came  from  a  source  which  could  not  be  Tiduab  I  know  that  thej  are  more  titan  half; 
suspected,  was  entitled  to  consideration,  ^he  greater  proportion  certainly." 
It  was  the  evidence  which  had  been  taken  Now  this  was  the  state  of  men  p^jntg 
before  the  Iri*h  Tithe  Committee  in  1838,  30j.  an  acre  for  their  land,  and  this  was 
and  which  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Walsh,  the  description  of  persons,  who  were  rated 
a  magistrate  of  Kilkenny,  and  he  gave  at  three  times  the  amount  of  their  pio- 
this  description  of  ihe  smaller  farmers  of  duce,  to  whom  the  noble  Lord  proposed 
that  county,  with  reference  to  the  possibi-  to  give  the  franchise.  Why,  then,  for 
lity  of  the  collection  from  them  of  tithes,  God's  sake,  let  them  not  make  snch  a 
which  was  the  subject  under  consideration,  mockery  of  the  franchise;  let  tben^  if 
He  was  asked —  they  could,  alleviate  the  d stresses  of  theae 

poor  people  by  establishing  such  a  system 
«  What  are  the  descriotion  of  persons  from    ^f  emigration  or  of  poor-laws  as   might 
whom  arrear  »  due?-of  what  descnpi.on  are      ,        ^       ^       betler^ituation  ;  let  them 
the  persons  called  farmers  from  whom  arrears    ",,     .  ,    ■       i_     •     i  .      V   .      i. 

are  due?-I  should  say  the  majority  of  per-  a^eviate  their  physical  wants,  hot  when 
sons  under  the  class  of  farmers  in  the  county  <ney  were  told  that  for  four  or  five  nonthi 
of  Kilkenny  are  persons  holding  from  ten  to  in  the  year  they  were  in  this  wretched 
fifteen  acres  of  land.  What  is  their  situation  condition,  scarcely  able  to  keep  penorj 
from  about  the  month  of  April  to  the  month  from  their  doors  or  their  families  from 
of  September  ?-They  are  generally  in  those  ^^^^  \^^  ^\^^^  not  mock  the  misery  of 
months  in  the  greatest  state  of  destitution.    ^  .    tendering  to  them  as  a  boon 

Farmers  in  that  class  have  no  means  of  meet-      ,         %      •    ^  e        l-  i.al  ^ 

ing  the  demands  made  upon  them  but  by  their  ^^^  elective  franchise.  Ut  them  not, 
crop,  and  from  the  time  the  sale  of  the  crop  above  all,  go  to  the  absurdity  of  sayragp 
takes  place  till  the  next  crop  they  are  desti-  that  while  in  their  virtuous  horror  they 
tute  of  every  means  of  obtaining  money,  withheld  the  franchise  from  the  fifty- 
What  is  the  description  of  their  living  ?—  pounds  tenant-at-will  in  England  on  ac- 
Potatoesgi:nerdlly.   without   either  milk  or    ^ount   of    his    dependent    position,   they 

T^il^'^^itVr'^^^^^  would   nevertheless^  confer  The   right  of 

if  they  have  enough  of  them.     Did  you  not  j  ei 

sute  that  the  people  considered  themselves  ^''^^■"?   "Pp"    ™^"  /^J«^    *^    5'-    •  T**'' 

well  oflf  if  they  made  two  rents  out  of  the  hardly  able  to  find  dry  potatoes  for  the 

crop? — 1  consider  a  farmer  may,  by  converting  support  of  their  families  from  year  to  year, 

the  land  to  the  best  purpose,  make  double  the  and   without  reference  to   the  amount  of 

rent;  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  small  farmers  hjs  rent,  which  might,  and  perhaps  did, 

in  general  make  any  thing  like  thai,  nor  has  it,  j^^^^p  ^im  in  absolute  dependence  on  his 

I  dare  say,  come  into  their  hcails  to  calculate.  ^^^'^^^.^^      jhc    reason   for   doing   away 

Ihty   have   no    means   now  of   paying   their  -^i     ^t       r    .       i  -ii-        c    ^l^i^    »»k*  **r 

arrears,  except  hy  wretched  calile :  soine  have  «>^^    t»'«   forty-shilhng  freehold   right  of 

one,  suiuii    l.ave   none.     Such    a    farmer  ha?,  volinjr    was,    not  that   it    was  a    l^atholic 

seldom  a  second  cow — they  generally  try  to  constituency,  but  that  it  was  a  dependent 

have  one  ;  a  hor^e  and  cur,  they  have  not  ad*  constituency — that  from  their  position  in 

vanccd  to  a  cartyi-i;  and  he  joins  with  the  society  they  were  dependent  either  on  the 

next  farmer,  and  hy  working  their  hoises  to-  landlord  or  on  the  priests.     This  was  the 

geiher,  so  they  do  ihe.r  ploughing.     If  there  statement  made  bv  lx)rd  Plunket,  and  by 

was  a  power  to  enforce  the  arrear  of  tilhc  hy  .        r     .i           '    i_                .*        j     .u 

distraining  the  cow,  what  would  he  the  siiua-  "J^»^    /^^    j*»?««     ""^^     sanctioned     the 

tion  of  that  description  of  tenant  f    lie  would  alteration.  This  was  the  ground  on  which 

then  be  ver)  wretched,  as  it  is  his  only  .stock,  Parliament    had  acquiesced  in  their  dis- 

except  he  may  have  pigs.  Is  he  living  for  these  franchisemcnt,    believing   that   the  whole 

four  or  five  months  on  dry  potatoes  ?    He  will  class  was  incapable  of  exercising  indepen- 


taking 
lothtng 

--  reproMent  it  as  the  state  ot  tarmeisot  ten  or    wiin.«  wao  %«  m«  wwu»iu«iiiw  •»  —».  naltire 
fifteen  acics  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny.    Are    of  a  booo,  but  that  they  took  out  of  the 
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hands  of  the  needy  and  aspiring  landlord 
the  wretched  means  of  enforcing  his  own 
views  with  a  total  disregard  of  the  feelings 
of  the  tenant.     The  forty-shilling  voter,  at 
all  events,  was  required  to  possess  a  bene- 
ficial interest  above  the  rent.     The  present 
bill  called  for  no  such  qualification.     It 
required  that  the  land  should  be  rated  at 
bl.y  and   it  took  no  security  that  there 
should  be  any  further  interest.     The  effect 
of  it  would  be  to  establish  a  set  of  men  on 
the  register  whom  their   landlord   might 
expel   from  house  and  home  so  soon  as 
they  should  exercise  the  franchise  in   a 
manner  opposed  to  his  wishes  ;    it  took  a 
class  of  men,  whose  houses  were  not  se- 
cured against  violence  ;    who  dared  not 
face  the   consequences   to  themselves  or 
their  families  of  giving  a  vote  which  might 
be  unpopular  to  the  majority  of  the  people. 
The  noble  Lord  would  say,  however,  that 
there  was  a  restriction.     He  would  say, 
<'  I    impose  still  the  restriction  that  the 
voter  must  have  a  fourteen  years'  lease," 
and  this  he  seemed  to  think  was  a  suffi- 
cient restriction  in  the  case  of  a  5/.  fran- 
chise.    It  was  undoubtedly  a  restriction^ 
but  it  was  placed  just  in  the  wrong  sense ; 
just  on  that  point  on  which  it  was  not  re- 
quired.    What  was  the  advantage   of  a 
lease  ?     The  man  who  held  a  lease  had  for 
a  term  of  years  a  property  of  his  own — a 
stake   over   and   above   all   demands,   of 
which    no    man    could    dispossess   him  ; 
from  which   he  was  enabled  to  maintain 
himself  and  his  family,  and  to  obtain  a 
profit  which  no  man  could  take  out  of  his 
hands.     But  the  nominal  amount  of  rent 
was  charged  above  that  which  the  man 
could  pay,  and  to  extort  more  than  the 
man  could    afford   to   pay,   afforded   no 
restriction  at  all.     If  the  landlord  meant 
to  exercise    his    power   tyrannically,   he 
would  grant  a  lease  for  fourteen  years—  a 
lease  which  the  tenant  could  not  afford  to 
accept,  and  he  would  thus  keep  the  tenant 
in  a  perpetual  arrear  of  rent,  and  then 
take  him  up  under  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  say,    *'  Vote  according   to  my 
desire,  or  else  — — ."     But  the  noble  Lord 
said  that  the  cause  of  the  great  diminution 
of  the  constituency  was  that  the  landlord 
might  withhold  leases.     Why  should  he 
not  ?  But  the  noble  Lord  stated  one  thing 
to  be  the  reason  of  the  diminution  of  the 
numbers  of  voters,  and  then  he  provided 
for  the  extension  of  the  franchise  by  a 
means  which  he  knew  would  be  inefficient. 
There  could  be  no  greater  temptation  to 


landlords  to  grant  leases  to  men  at  5/.  than 
at  30/.,  and  the  effect  of  such  leases  being 
granted, would  be  to  place  at  the  disposition 
of  the  landlords  persons  of  an    inferior 
rank,  over  whom  they  might  exercise  their 
infiuence.     Supposing,  therefore,  that  all 
the  other  objections  which  he  had  urged 
should  fail,  the  objection  which  he  now 
suggested  to  the  remedy  which  the  noble 
Lord  proposed  to  the  difficulty  which  he 
pointed  out,  the  extent  of  which  be  did 
not  know  himself,  and   the  existence  of 
which  was,  in  fact,  in  a  great  degree  pro- 
blematical to  the  House,  he  thought  muit 
weigh  strongly  with  the  House.     In  con- 
clusion,  he    begged    to  express  himself 
deeply  sensible   of  the  kindness  of  the 
House  in  listening  to  the  objections  which 
he  had  urged,  and  which  he  had  laid  be- 
fore  the  House  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
have  occupied  no  inconsiderable   period 
of  time.      He  had   felt,   however,   that, 
in  justice  to  this  great  question,  it  was 
impossible  that  he  could  go  into  it  at  any 
less  length,  because  his  arguments  had 
been  directed,  not  against  the  details  of 
the  bill  alone,  but  against  the  whole  of 
the  principles  upon  which  it  was  foun- 
ded.    He    called    upon  the   House  not 
now  to  examine  those  details,  but  to  reject 
the  bill  upon  the  general  principles  upon 
which  it  was  brought  forward,  as  founded 
upon  ambiguous  and  false  evidence.     He 
would  not  press  upon  the  House  the  argu« 
ment  how  impossible  it  was  to  sanction  the 
application  of  those  principles  to  Ireland 
alone,   because   that   was    an    argument 
which  would  readily  suggest  itself  to  the 
mind  of  every  one  who  heard  him,  and  how 
impossible  it  would  be  to  withhold  the  same 
extension  of  the  elective  franchise  to  the 
other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,   The 
hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  had  in  succes- 
sion given  his  services  to  all  three  portions 
of  the  empire,  and  he,  therefore,  looked 
with  an  impartial  eye  upon  all  of  them.  He 
would   naturally  say,  "  What  is  good  for 
Ireland  is  good  for  England,  and  what  is 
good  for  England  is  good  for  Scotland.*' 
He  had  been  in  succession  the  represen- 
tative for  Dundee,  for  Middlesex,  and  for 
Kilkenny,  and  he  would  say,  "  If  Vou 
seek  to  give  this  franchise  to  Ireland,  I 
grant  it  is  a  most  desirable  franchise,  and 
that  Ireland  should  obtain  it ;"  but  as  lOon 
as  it  was  granted  to  Ireland,  he  would  call 
upon  the  House  for  "  Justice  to  England,'* 
and  demand  the  extension  of  the  same 
principle  to  that  portion  of  the  empire^ 
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The  noble  Lord,  he  thoogbt,  must  look  •  of   the  duadrantages    to  which  he  lub* 

with  lome  amusement  on  the  waj  in  which  jected  himself  in  riiing  after  the  noble  Lord 

Mine  of  his  successive  supporters  had  fal-  whoLad just  satdowa;  but,  atthesame  time 

len  into  the  seductive  lures  of  his  propo-  he  was  anxious  to  avuil  himself  of  the  fint 

sitions,  but  he  called  upon  the  noble  Lord  opportunity  to  express  his  entue  omcur- 

totell  the  House  to  what  length  he  in-  rence  in  the  course  wluch  her  Maj«ty« 

tended   to   go   wiih   this  measure.     He  Government  had  pursued  upon  this  subject 

called  upon  him  to  say,  whether  he  meant  ^^^  ip^i  ^^}^  approval -he  would  not 

to  introduce  the  3/.  franchise  in  England  «>'  «>f  f  '^^}^'  ^"  "^  l\.  ^^ 

in  reference  to  the  county  consUtuencv.  P"?"?"  °^  ^  ''""f"  of  hu   noUe 

and  he  was  bound  to  answer  that  question  friend  s  bdL    He  was  the  more  anxioui  to 

before  the  conclusion  of  this  debate,  that    f -T*^^^"""»    ^  ^    1  ^JS 
.      „  .  .,  ,         ...  i.«^„    dutv.  last  Tear,  to  differ  tTom  the  coune 

the  House  and  the  country  might  Lnow    ^^^^  ^^^  Government  had  taken.  A  great 
wha    England  bad  to  expect.      He  was    ^^.^  ^^  ^^^  ^.^^^     ^^^  Go.-em^t 
6rmly  of  opmion.  that  although  the  nob  e    ^  ^  ^^^  ^^^^  Lo^  ^^  reminded  them. 
Lord  might  for  a  time  succeed  m  post-    jec. ined  to  provide  anvremedr,  ami  he OHild 
ponmg  the  effects  of  the  great  abuses  of    ^^^  ^.^^^  himself  to  join  them  ia  idus- 
the  registry,  by  tacking  to  it  this  bill,  the    •       ^^  ^^^^  ^j,^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  „^U^ 
only  real  result  would  be  again  to  un-    lS^-^  „n,edv,  the  principles  of  which  had 
settle  the  minds  of  the  whole  of  the  con-    y^^  sanctioned  br  this  House.     But  this 
stituency  upon  the  subject,  not  of   any    ^elf-same  consideiition— his  anxietr  to  aee 
minute  alteration   in   the  details  of  tbe  ^y^  ^j^.^  remedied,  seemed  to  him'lo  ran- 
system,  but  of  the  alteration  of  the  fran-    ^er  it  impossible   to  join  in  the  rote  of 
chisc  itself  which  was  introduced  by  the  ■  opposition   to  the  second  reading  of  the 
Reform  Bill.     Although  the  noble  Lotd    \^\^\^     He   was  left  as  much  in  the  dark 
might  succeed,  and  probably  would  to  a    \yy    the    noble   Lord    as    to   the   precise 
certain  extent,  in  throwing'  together  all  i  grounds  on  which  he  opposed  this  bill, 
these  elements  of  discord  in  the  cauldron  :  as  he  had  been  before  the  noble  Lord  had 
of  political  mischief — that  cauldron  which  :  commenced  the  speech  which  he  had  deli- 
was  so  eloquently  and   so   emphatically    vcred.     He  could  net  sec  in  what,  excepi 
denounced   by  the  noble   Lord   opposite  i  mere  matters  of  detail,  the  objection  of 
(Lord  John  Russell)  in  his  address  to  the  j  the  noble   Lord   opposite,  to  the  bill  of 
electors  of    Stroud,   he   trusted    that  it  i  his  noble  Friend,  consisted.     As  r^^ardod 
would   be   rendered    impossible    for   the  '  the   subject  of    certificates,   his  objectioa 
noble  Lord  to  pass  this  bill,  even  through  \  was  entirely  unfounded.  The  bill  of  his  no- 
ihit  branch  of  the  Legislature.    He  enter-  i  ble  Friend  seemed  to  him  as  completely  to 
tained  a  hope,  an  ardent  and  an  anxious  !  extinguish  the   existing  rights  of  county 


hope,  that  even  this  House  would,  upon 
this  occasion,  reject  the  consideration  of 
the  noble  Lord's  bill  on  the  principles  on 


voters  as  did  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  ap- 
posite ;  both,  indeed,  gave  to  the  holder  of 
a    certificate,   a  prima  facie  right  to  be 


which  it  had  been  brought  forward.  He  :  Placed  on  the  register  from  the  moment 
was  confident,  that  a  large  part  of  the  \  ^^^^  register  was  completed ;  from  the  mo- 
Members  of  that  House— whether  the  |  men t  the  bill  came  into  operation,  he  couhl 
majority  or  not,  he  did  not  know— would  !  "«  ^""«*^r  ^'^^^^  *»  ^'^^^^  °^  ^"  cert»n«jc, 
be  opposed  to  its  principles,  and  that  a  '  but  only  bvnght  of  his  name  being  on  the 
considerable  portion  of  the  people  out  of  1  "^6»*\cr.    The  bill  of  his  noble  T  nend  did 

be  of  the  same  opini< 
even  if  he  did  not  entertain  that  hope 


doors  would  be  of  the  same"  opinion,  but  '  not.  however,  matcriallv  difler  from  that 

that  hone    if  "  noble  Lord  op|X)site  m  its  main  fea- 


he  felt  that  he  should  be  left  in  the  smal- 
lest conceivable  minority  on  this  occasion, 


tures.      It  ])rovidcd    for  annual    revision 
w*hich  had  been  last  year  contended  against. 


if  he  stood  alone  in  the  position  which  be  ' ''  ''"^  *"?"'  '^'"  l^""  '•°'"  "■?  ?">««»«* 
bad  taken,  so  decided  was  he  in  the  feel-  i  ?°"\  •■;;-"»«t'B'»t>7  «ccpt  in  case,  of 

>ng  and  opinion  which  he  entertained,  that    JA^'  JYTI*""  ^ti"     t  !!S!!: 
,  ^    .      i5  ,  , .  ..       .*    i       and  the  costs  tx)th  wav.«i.     IhconlTotner 

he  should  record  his  opposition  to  the  j     j„^  -^  ^^j^^  ^^^^  -^^  ^  ^jg.^^^  ^ 

second  reading  of  the  bill.     He  moved  1 1^^^.^„  ^y^^  ,„.„  j,;,,. 


that  the  bill  be  a  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  months. 

Mr.  C  Wood  said^  that  he  was  aware 


that  the  appeal 
was  not  to  the  judges,  which  he  considered 
a  decided  impntvemcnt  on  the  bill  of  last 
year.  It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
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the  judges  thould  be  apart  from  political 
considerations,  and  neither  justly  nor  un- 
justly liable  to  the  imputation  that  they 
were  swayed  by  party  bias.  While  the 
bill  of  his  noble  Friend  provided  a  remedy 
for  the  defects  in  the  existing  system 
of  registration,  it  deprived  him  of  no 
advantage  to  which  he  was  legitimately 
entitled.  This  part  of  the  bill,  however, 
only  got  rid  of  one-half  of  the  evil,  and  that 
bj  far  the  leaser  half.  For  it  appeared  1^ 
the  reports  and  papers  on  the  Table,  that  c^ 
the  frauds  that  had  taken  place,  the  princi- 
pal portion  had  arisen,  not  from  personation 
or  falsification  of  certificates,  but  almost  ex- 
clusively on  questions  arising  out  of  the 
uncertsdnty  which  exists  as  to  the  definition 
of  the  value-— an  uncertainty  which  neither 
the  Inll  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  nor  the 
first  half  of  the  bill  of  his  noble  Friend 
grappled  with.  The  latter  half  of  his  no- 
ble Friend's  bill,  however,  did  meet  this 
difficulty ;  and  thus  the  bill  dealt,  not  alone 
with  the  lesser  evil  of  the  registration,  but 
also  with  the  greater  one  of  the  franchise. 
It  removed  not  only  the  mote  but  the  beam 
also.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
House,  had  argued  last  Session,  with  some 
appearance  of  consistency,  though  he  had 
not  agreed  with  them,  that  it  was  useless  to 
attempt  to  legislate  for  the  lesser  evilt  with- 
out at  the  same  time  legislating  for  the 
greater.  This  measure  did  so  legislate  for 
tne  greater ;  and  the  argument  used  on  the 
other  side,  that  they  should  refuse  to  l^;is- 
late  at  all,  because  it  did  so  legislate  for  the 
greater  evil,  appeared  to  him  perfectly  ab- 
surd and  monstrous.  Because  the  measure 
was  perfect-— because  it  attempted  to  re- 
medy the  whole  of  the  evil*-they  would 
not  suffer  it  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite,  though  not  ven- 
turing to  deny  the  existence  of  doubt  and 
uncertainty  as  to  the  definition  of  the 
franchise^  had  not,  in  the  whole  course 
of  his  bill,  suggested  a  single  remedy 
for  a  state  of  things  which  he  oould  not 
but  deplore.  He  (Mr.  G.  Wood)  would 
at  once  grant,  that  the  doubts  which  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland  as  to  the  value  of  free- 
holds could  never  have  existed  in  this 
country.  The  value  of  a  AOs*  freehold  was 
here  understood  to  be  a  freehold  that  would 
let  for  40j.  Under  the  old  poor-law  a  10/. 
tenement  was  a  tenement  that  would  let 
for  10/.  The  doubt  would  never  have 
arisen  in  England;  but  was  the  case 
mended  by  that?  The  doubt  had  existed 
in  Ireland ;  the  doubt  did  exist  in  Ireland. 
It  existed  in  every  das^  ftom  the  peasant 


1 


to  the  jud^e.  The  voter  mi  daimiiig  fba 
frandiise  took  an  oath  to  the  eflfeot  t3a%% 
he  was  entitled  to  it  aooording  to  ^  paiw 
ticular  construction  of  the  words  of  tW 
Reform  Aet  This  was  a  oonstructiqh 
maintained  fay  judges  on  the  bench ;  eni 
was  it  matter  of  suiprise,  that  when  anili 
decisions  were  come  to  by  the  jadm^ 
the  peasant  should  go  before  the  a«ipt« 
ant  barrister,  and^  without  incurrina  fhm 
charge  of  perjury  year  after  year,  ana  digr 
after  day,  swecir  to  his  possessioii  of  tlvp 
franchise  accordiing  to  his  belief  of  the  mvH 
per  construction  of  the  act  ?  de  (Wf 
Wood)  did  regretj  that  such  a  doubt  sbpuUl 
exist.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  either  ttd|»  qf 
the  House  might  regret,  that  audi  a  doi|& 
should  exist ;  and  that  leanied  jiuUps  i^ 
decided  on  di£^:ent  waySj  but  Uie  taot  |^ 
mained  unaltered*  and  it  wu  their  du|f  tt 
legislators  to  deal  with  the  eipsting  atete  « 
tlungs.  Remove  that  douht*  whiim  eSe(^ 
the  whole  franchiw,  and  they  wo^ld  renofS 
the  opportunity  for  such  diB|graop()pA 
swearing  and  counter-swearina  aa  exip^ 
in  Ireland.  Many  attempts  bad  alrwdj 
been  made  to  de&ie  the  meaning  of  tti^ 
words,  *^  beneficial  interest."  A  bill  w«i)| 
up  to  the  other  House,  in  which  a  daane 
containing  a  definition  had  been  introducefl 
by  his  late  lamented  Friend*  Lofd  Clev 
ments ;  and  the  bill  last  vear  of  the  Attw. 
ney-general  for  Ireland  left  the  matter  in 
as  doubtful  a  state  as  befbre.  What,  then, 
was  to  be  done,  if  the  franchise  was  tQ  be 
defined  ?  Were  they  prepared  to  return  tp 
the  solvent  tenant  test,  as  it  existed  beffare 
the  Reform  Bill  ?  A  great  araument  used 
by  a  noble  Lord  in  the  other  Houaeof  Pto: 
Hament  was,  that  by  the  alteration  peon 
posed  in  the  Reform  Bill,  the  temptation  to 
perjury  which  formerly  existed  wouU  be 
removed.  Was  it  not  avowed  at  that  inn* 
nod,  that  some  relaxation  was  intendel 
ftom  the  strictness  of  the  test  whidi  e»i 
isted  before  its  passing?  He  would  not 
repeat  the  words  which  had  been  used^  bv 
Lord  Lansdowne  and  the  Duke  of  Ri^ 
mond,  but  it  was  dear,  that  the  flnmers  of 
the  Reform  Act  conridered,  that  the  teatae 
it  existed  befbre  the  Reform  Act  was  too 
stringent.  Yet  the  dedsion  of  the  Irish 
judges  would  bring  into  force  again  thai 
preSse  test,  which  the  framers  of  the  X|e* 
form  Act  had  stated  it  to  be  their  intentiea 
to  relax.  It  was  deariy  intended,  that  sons 
kinds  of  voters  were  to  be  induded  tlii#t 
were  not  previoudy  induded.  This  he  ooi|« 
cdved  rendered  it  impossible  fiyr  them  to 
go  back  to  the  test  exacted  before  'i^ 
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paMing  of  the  Reform  Act.  When  a  douht 
existed  on  the  construction  of  an  act  in- 
Tolring  the  people's  rights,  he  would 
scarcely  bring  himself  to  believe,  that  this 
the  popular  branch  of  the  constitution  could 
decide  against  the  people.  It  being  hn- 
possible  to  define  the  meaning  of  the 
term  beneficial  interest,  or  to  return  to  the 
principle  of  the  solvent  test,  -.ts  applied  be- 
fore the  Reform  Bill,  what  other  test  could 
be  so  safe  as  the  rated  value  under  the 
Poor-law  ?  For  his  part  he  saw  no  mode 
of  approaching  the  difficulty  m  satisfactory 
as  a  rated  test.  The  qualification  according 
to  this  test  was  not  a  Radical  suggestion  ; 
he  was  not  quite  sure,  that  it  did  not  origu 
Date  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  at  anv 
rate  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  and  the 
Hon.  Member  for  Monaghan  introduced  a  bill 
with  this  express  object,  and  he  found  from 
the  report  of  the  Fictitious  Votes  Com- 
mittee, which  formed  the  very  foundation 
of  the  bill  the  noble  Lord  opposite  intro- 
duced last  year,  that  this  very  test  of  rating 
was  suggested  by  an  Irish  barrister  of  Con- 
servative politics,  and  very  high  character. 
He  alluded  to  Mr.  Fosberry,  tlie  resident 
barrister  of  the  county  of  Longford,  who 
was  appointed  by  his  noble  Friend  oppo- 
site. In  answer  to  questions  from  Dr.  Le- 
froy,  Mr.  Fosberry  stated — 

^  That  he  had  always  been  of  opiDioD,  that 
it  would  be  preferable  to  take  the  pay  me  at  of 
the  couDty  cess  rather  than  the  10/.  value; 
that  the  county  cess,  though  not  a  good  teit, 
would  be  much  better  than  the  existing  one  : 
aod  that  he  would  decidedly  prefer  a  certain 
pecuniary  test  arising  from  tenure,  which  would 
prevent  a  great  deal  of  false  swearing  and  un- 
certainty." 

It  was  thus  made  iKTfcctly  rlciifp  that  the 
rating  test  was  nut  tin*  nn^grfitiun  of  his 
(Mr.  VVwmVh)  side  «if  the  IIouno  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extending  the  fnuichisc  ;  it  was  the 
opinion  of  a  pcrmm  who  had  received  his 
appointment  from  the  noble  I^ird  opposite, 
whose  politics  were  conservative,  and  whose 
character  irreproachable.  lie  had  not  heard 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  noble  Lord  s 
speech,  one  conclusive  reason  against  the 
adoption  of  a  rated  test.  With  regard  to  the 
precise  amount  of  the  rating,  that  was  not 
now  before  the  House.  It  was  a  question 
of  detail,  and  for  the  committee  which  must 
necessarily  decide  upon  it.  All  that  the 
House  were  called  upon  to  assent  to  now, 
was,  to  define  the  value  of  the  qualification 
by  a  rating  test ;  and  if  they  thought  it 
necessary,  in  committee,  to  make  it  10/.  or 
20/.,  it  was  open  to  them  to  do  so.     The 


noble  Lord  would  take  some  piufitaUe  in. 
terest  beyond  the  rent  paid.  To  see  wliat 
would  be  the  practical  efiect  of  this  fdan, 
he  would  refer  the  Hotise  to  the  acCal 
state  of  the  union  of  Longford,  where  the 
least  abuses  existed,  and  where  the  valtm- 
tion  had  proceeded  much  upon  the  principle 
that  prevailed  in  this  country.  In  the  re- 
port it  is  stated,  that  Mr.  Wallace,  the  va. 
luator,  was  well  accustomed  to  value, 
and  that  the  rated  value  in  that  uidoo 
was  about  one  -  fourth  or  one  •  liMi 
less  than  the  rent  paid.  Now,  wa^ 
pose  10/.  above  the  rent  paid  was  the 
amount  of  value  fixed  upon  ^ a  Taluatioa 
not  lower  in  proportion  to  the  rents  paid 
than  that  which  exists  in  En^and*  what 
would  be  the  effect  on  the  ooastituents? 
Mr.  Wallace  gave  a  statement  of  130  votcn^ 
freeholders,  and  leaseholdefs  indiscrimi> 
nately  on  both  sides,  as  a  fair  speciniea  of 
the  constituency  in  Longford.  How  manjr 
of  these  1 30  would  remain  on  the  list,  did 
the  House  suppose,  if  the  10/.  test  were 
adopted  ?  One  hundred  and  twenty-six  out 
of  the  130  had  not  the  10/.  rated  value 
above  the  rent.  Thus  126  would,  by  the 
operation  of  the  principle  of  the  nohle 
Lord,  be  disfranchised  out  of  130;  but  to 
go  further,  suppose  the  test  was  a  5/.  value 
above  the  rent,  eighty- three  would  be 
disfranchised  out  of  the  130,  or-sixtj- 
six  per  cent,  on  the  whole  constituencjt 
This  was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wallace, 
and  it  was  borne  out  by  the  opinion  in  tlie 
report  of  the  commissioners,  that,  framed 
as  the  valuation  had  been,  if  the  law  were  to 
require  any  excess  of  rating,it  would  exclude 
the  tenants  of  even  the  most  indulgent  land- 
lords. The  case  of  Longford  proved,  that 
there  were  many  on  the  register  who  would 
not  be  on  it  in  England  ;  but  it  also  proved 
(hat  if  they  applied  the  test  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  they  would  altogether  de* 
stroy  the  constituency.  He  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  go  that  length.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  diminish  the  constituencies  in 
Ireland.  In  the  return  quoted  by  the 
noble  Lord,  there  was  evidence  enough 
that  the  constituencies  in  Ireland  were 
already  so  low  as  to  afford  grounds  for 
some  just  apprehensions.  He  did  not 
think  it  unfair  to  compare  the  Irish  con- 
stituencies with  those  of  this  country. 
He  did  not  say,  that  the  analogy  should 
be  pushed  so  far  as  ibe  noble  Lord  had 
intimated.  The  noble  Lord  had  urged  it 
to  an  undue  extent.  But  the  comparative 
population  of  the  English  and  Irish  coun- 
ties was  very  much  in  favour  of  the  Utter. 
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With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  caies^ 
comparing  the  large  couoties  in  England 
with  the  large  Irish  counties,  and  the 
small  in  England  with  the  small  in  Ire* 
land,  the  population  of  the  Irish  counties 
would  be  ibund  considerably  greater. 
But  how  stood  the  Irish  constituencies  in 
the  counties  ?  There  were  three  counties 
in  England  where  the  constituencies  were 
under  3,000.    In  Ireland  there  were  nine- 
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would  be  an  evil  and  an  obatacle  to  libtti^ 
and  enlightened  legisletion.  Had  a  modi 
larger  constituency  existed  in  the  conntti 
at  the  time,  there  was  no  reason  to  thisK 
that  the  Catholic  Relief  BiD  would  ef^ 
have  been  carried.  In  a  controvmy 
which  had  been  carried  on  as  to  a  consi- 
derable extension  of  the  franchise,  by  thd 
editor  of  a  newspaper  with  which  h^ 
hoo.  Friend  the  Member  for  Leeds, 


teen.     Of   counties    with    constituencies   connected,    they  had   shown  good  real* 

above  5,000,  there  were  in  Ireland  three,    —    '"-    **-'-* *'-^"    -'    "*^-    ' 

and  in  England  thirty-five.  The  highest 
constitaency  in  Ireland,  was  5,850,  while 
there  were  no  less  than  twenty-fi?e  coun* 
tiM  in  England  with  constituencies  larger 
than  that.  But  when  the  noble  Lord 
talked  of  the  return  in  question  giving  a 
fair  representation  of  the  constituency  in 
Ireland,  be  seemed  to  have  overlooked  the 
notes  appended  to  the  bottom.  For  in- 
stance, the  constituency  of  Cavan  was 
stated  at  3,800,  but  the  return  stated  also, 
in  a  note,  that  out  of  these  upwards  of 
500,  or  more  than  one-seventh,  were  to 
be  deducted  for  double  entries.  The 
county  of  Longford,  again,  appeared  to 
contain  1,900  voters;  the  report  from 
the  Longford  union  stated  them  at  only 
1,500.  But  even  from  these  a  consider- 
able portion  would  have  to  be  deducted 
for  double  entries  and  deaths ;  so  that  the 
1,900  in  fact  dwindled  down  to  consider- 
ably below  1,500.  The  county  of  Wick- 
low  was  stated  to  have  a  constituency  of 
2,300;  but  a  note  stated  that,  judging 
from  the  last  election  four  years  ago,  not 
more  than  1,300  were  actually  voters. 
The  constituency  of  the  county  of  Mayo, 
was  stated  at  2,100,  a  less  number  than 
that  of  any  county  in  England  except 
Rutland,  yet  the  voters  did  not  actually 
exceed  700.  Now  would  any  one,  with 
these  facts  before  him,  state  that  the  con- 
stituencies of  the  counties  in  Ireland  bore 
a  fair  proportion  to  the  population  ?  He 
admitted,  that  the  numbers  of  the  consti- 
tuency ought  not  to  depend  entirely  on 
the  number  of  the  population.     It  was  an 

important  element  in  the  Reform  Bill,  had  taken  place  already,  was  it  so  ioi- 
that  property  and  numbers  should  go  to- 
gether in  determining  the  constituency. 
If  they  were  to  come  to  a  constituency 
based  entirely  on  property,  they  mi^ht  as 
well  have  left  the  old  constituencies  as 
they  were  before  the  Reform  Bill,  with 
the  burgage  tenures.  He  did  not  advo- 
cate the  unlimited  extension  of  the  fran- 
chise;   on  the  contrary,  he  tbongbt  it 


son  for  thinking  that  if  the  part 
urging  that  extension  succeeded  in  o|»» 
taining  it,  they  would  defeat  thoee 
measures  of  useful  legislation,  whi^b 
were  in  (act,  their  ultimate  otgecL  Ip 
opposing,  however,  an  indefinite  exten- 
sion of  the  constituencies;  it  surety 
was  not  too  much  to  ask,  .that  their  nQiA- 
hers  should  be  such  as  to  ensure  a  genecal 
identity  of  feeling  and  community  of  ipr 
terest,  between  the  great  body  of  ,tb(i 
people,  and  those  to  whom  was  depntid 
the  trust  of  choosing  their  representative^. 
The  noble  Lord  opposite  had  said,  Ib^ 
if  it  could  be  shown  to  him  that  the  Lriati 
constituencies  were  considerably  reduead, 
and  the  exclusive  domination  of  one  alav 
restored,  he  wonid  then  take  into  his 
consideration  how  such  an  evil  might  ba 
remedied.  He,  (Mr.  Wood)  tboag^t  k 
far  better  and  wiser  to  anticipate  and 
prevent  so  dangerous  a  state  of  thioip^ 
and  could  anybody  say,  that  it  was  avail 
now  impossible  or  improbable.  He  would 
take  one  instance— the  county  of  Mayo. 
The  population  of  Mavo  was  360,000, 
and  in  that  part  of  the  country  nino- 
tenths  of  the  population  were  of  tb^ 
Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  the  actnal 
constituency  had  been  ascertained  not  to 
exceed  700.  They  had  been  told  at  t^ 
time  of  the  Tithe  Bill,  that  the  msjor 
part  of  the  landed  property  in  Irdan^ 
was  in  the  hands  of  Protestant  landlordtt 
and  the  House  had  heard  of  Protestaat 
landlords  refusing  to  renew  leases  to  Ro- 
man Catholic  tenants.  Suppose  this  aya* 
tern  should  go  on  very  little  beyond  what 


possible  that  the  Members  for  the  connlf 
of  Mayo,  representing  360,000  persoo^ 
almost  exclusively  Roman  Catholic,  sboald 
be  returned  by  a  constituency  as  exchs- 
sivelv  Protestant,  not  exceeding  700  faa 
number?  And  this  in  a  county  wbaia 
every  question  is  more  or  less  conneetMl 
with  religions  opinions.  Could  theia  ftia 
an  identity  of  feeling  between  the  ivpit* 
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lentatif es  and  constituency  ?  Could  the 
population  feel  much  confidence  in  their 
representatives,  or  in  the  Legislature  which 
haid  produced  such  an  anomalous  state  of 
things  ?  With  regard  to  Leasehold  tenures, 
the  noble  Lord  had  compared  the  state  of 
Ireland  with  that  of  England.  But  the 
amount  of  the  Leasehold  constituency  in 
England  was  small,  and  mostly  in  mining 
counties;  not  more  than  thirty,  forty, 
or  fifty  leaseholders  in  some  of  the  agri- 
cultural counties ;  whereas,  in  Ireland, 
the  number  of  voters,  in  right  of  a  lease- 
bold  franchise,  was  much  greater,  and 
there  seemed  great  reason  to  apprehend 
a  serious  diminution  of  their  numbers. 
The  noble  Lord  had  stated  the  grounds 
on  which  he  believed  that  the  landlords 
were  unwilling  to  renew  leases,  and  he  must 
say  he  had  heard  with  great  regret  the 
sentiments  to  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
given  utterance,  as  to  the  relation  l)etween 
landlords  and  tenants  in  political  matters. 
He  had  always  understood  that  the  tenure 
of  land  and  the  relation  of  landlord  and 
tenant  were  founded  upon  their  mutual 
interest ;  and  that  how  the  tenant  might 
vote,  and  what  his  political  opinions  might 
be,  had  no  more  connection  with  that  re- 
lation than  if  they  were  not  known  to  exist 
at  all.  Whether  his  vote  was  known  to 
the  landlord  or  not,  that  it  should  form  a 
matter  of  consideration  between  the  land- 
lord and  tenant,  he  confessed  had  been  to 
him  (Mr.  Wood)  a  matter  of  no  little 
surprise.  But  it  appeare(J|rrom  the  reports, 
that  leases  were  not  renewed  from  consi- 
derations affecting  only  the  tenure  of  land 
quite  apart  from  politics.  In  the  Piirsons- 
town  union,  land  was  said  to  let  higher 
when  let  from  year  to  year.  No  law 
could  prevent  landlords  from  declining  to 
renew  leases  in  such  cases,  and  yet  by 
such  a  practice  numbers  of  voters  might  t)e 
disfranchised.  Against  such  a  diminution 
of  voters  his  noble  Friend's  bill  provided 
no  remedy;  and  though  he  spoke  with 
great  diflidence  on  any  subject  connected 
with  Ireland,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  might 
be  better  to  omit  altOj^ethor  the  leasehold 
tenun*,  and  fix  the  franchise  simply  on 
rating,  of  course  at  the  same  time  raisin^r 
the  amount.  The  only  objection  to  this, 
was,  that  such  voters  would  be  unduly  in- 
fluenced by  their  landlords,  and  the  exam- 
ple of  the  .GO/,  occupiers  in  this  country 
was  quoted.  With  refcroni'c  to  the  coer- 
cion s:ii<i  to  be  exercised  on  the  .'»0/.  ten- 
ants in  thi«  country,  he  did  not  mean  to 


IB- 


say,  that  there  were  not 
stances  in  which  undue  influence  bad 
used,  but  he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  com- 
mon. There  was  no  need  of  it,  for  be 
believed,  that  in  most  instances  in  Ibis 
country  the  opinions  of  the  50/.  tenants 
on  the  register  were  in  perfect  accofdance 
with  those  of  their  landlords.  He  also  did 
not  believe,  from  all  that  he  had  seen  or 
heard,  that  there  was  a  less  coercion  wHb 
the  leaseholders  than  with  the  50/.  le- 
nants-at-will.  In  Ireland,  where  there 
were  so  many  complaints  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  landlords,  the  tenants  were 
always  leaseholders.  He  believed,  also, 
that  in  some  of  the  places  in  Scotland. 
from  which  the  greatest  complaints  bod 
been  heard  of  the  exercise  of  the  influence 
of  the  landlord— he  had  been  told,  that 
it  had  chiefly  been  shown  in  the  case  of 
leaseholders.  But  in  whatever  way  the 
fact  may  prove  to  be,  the  House  was  bonnd 
to  take  care  that  the  constituency  of  Ire- 
land should  not  be  reduced.  He  Ihooght 
there  could  not  be  any  better  test 
than  the  rated  value  of  the  premises,  if 
the  amount  of  rating  in  the  returns  of 
valuations  be  any  test,  there  would  be  in 
the  Parsons  town,  with  a  population  of 
71,000,  at  a  rated  value  of  10/.  inde- 
pendent of  tenure,  2,200  voters.  Tbe 
noble  Lord  had  objected  to  this  bill  as 
setting  aside  the  principles  of  the  Reform 
Act.  If  he  could  concur  in  that  opinioop 
he  should  join  the  noble  Lord  in  opposing 
it.  He  was  opposed  to  any  change  of  the 
Reform  Act,  for  the  purpose  of  producing 
a  re*distribntion  of  political  power.  He 
considered  the  Reform  Bill  to  be  a  settle- 
ment of  a  great  national  question,  and 
which  should  not  be  lightly  disturbed. 
He  thought  that  it  had  effected  a  revolu* 
tion  in  the  popular  branch  of  the  consriiu* 
tion  as  great  as  the  revolution  of  1688  had 
produced  in  the  monarchial  estate.  It 
had  been  attended  with  great  hazard,  and 
we  had  reason  to  be  thankful  that  it  had 
been  peaceably  and  tranquilly  accom- 
plished. In  proportion  as  we  had  reason 
to  be  thankful,  so  ought  we  to  be  cautious, 
he  would  even  say  timid,  in  incurring 
such  a  risk  a>^aiti.  To  any  re-opening  of 
the  question  of  the  Reform  Bill,  he  was 
as  much  opposed  ai  the  noble  Lord  him- 
self. Nor  \v;is  there  any  reason  to  appre- 
hend the  necessity  of  such  a  measure  as 
this  in  respect  to  England.  Was  there 
any  doubt  as  to  the  franchise  in  Kngland  ? 
Was  it  necessjry  to  deal  with  it  at  all  f 
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He  believed  not.  He  thoaght  that  the 
Reform  Bill  had  produced  in  England  a 
fair  representation  of  the  people;  he  found 
parties  as  equally  divided  in  the  House  as 
in  the  country,  and  he  had  no  reason  to 
believe  that  (unless  something  unforeseen 
should  take  place)  an  appeal  to  the  people 
at  the  present  moment  could  proauce  a 
materially  different  result.  But  whilst  he 
adhered  to  the  main  features  of  the  Re- 
form Bill,  he  would  not  consent  to  be 
pinned  down  to  its  four  comers,  and  be 
tied  to  every  paragraph.  Did  the  noble 
Lord  mean  to  say  that  when  we  had  a 
franchise  in  Ireland  avowedly  undefined, 
we  were  to  be  bound  by  the  words  of  the 
Reform  Bill  and  leave  it  untouched  ?  Was 
it  not  the  real  principle  of  the  Reform 
Bill  to  extend  the  franchise,  and  to  include 
more  persons  within  the  pale  of  the  Con- 
stitution ?  What  was  the  avowed  object 
of  the  framers  of  that  measure  ?  What 
had  the  noble  Lord  himself  avowed  to- 
night? That  if  a  case  was  made  out 
to  his  satisfaction  of  an  undue  restriction 
of  the  franchise,  he  would  deal  with  it. 
In  his  opinion  the  case  was  made  out  at 
present.  If,  then,  sdch  were  the  case,  It 
would  be  taking  a  most  dangerous  course 
to  sty,  that  they  would  adhere  to  the  let- 
ter, but  would  not  do  anything  whidi 
would  support  or  carry  out  the  principle 
and  spirit  of  the  Reform  Act.  It  would 
be  a  course  the  most  likely  to  prevent  its 
being  a  permanent  settlement.  He  was 
still  more  surprised  at  the  noble  Lord's 
opposition  to  this  stage  of  the  bill,  to  this 
running  his  own  bill  against  that  of  the 
Government.  What  had  been  the  opin- 
ion of  the  noble  Lord  last  year  ?  That 
this  measure  ought  to  be  introduced  by  the 
Government.  He  said  he  had  abstained 
from  bringing  in  a  bill  till  he  had  ascer- 
tained it  was  not  the  intention  of  Govern- 
ment to  do  it.  He  (Mr.  Wood)  had 
thought  last  year  that  the  noble  Lord  was 
right,  and  this  rendered  him  (Mr.  Wood) 
less  disinclined  to  support  his  bill  last 
year.  Consistently  with  the  noble  Lord's 
principle,  he  ought,  at  least  not  to  oppose 
the  present  bill  m  this  stage,  whatever  he 
might  do  in  a  future  stage.  But  there 
was  one  important  consideration  he  must 
mention.  The  noble  Lord  avowed  that 
his  only  object  was  to  remedy  the  defects 
in  the  system  of  registration  in  Ireland. 
The  noble  Lord  was  accused  of  another 
object  in  his  bill — that  of  diminishing  the 
franchise   in   Ireland.    He  (Mr.  Wood) 


would  not  say  that  he  acquitted  the  ttobhi 
Lord  of  such  a  design,  because  that  woitlil 
seem  to  imply  that  thene  might  be  muM 
for  sospectinghhn  of  it ;  be  tbou|^ttbat  ii6 
man  in  that  House  was  so  little  obnotioM 
to  the  charge  of  endeavouring  to  obtah 
that  indirectly  which  he  feared  opetily  tb 
attempt ;  he  therefore  stated  withoot  beiri» 
tation  that  he  believed  that  the  aoUk 
Lord  was  sincere  when  he  declared  ttat 
his  intention  was  to  amend  and  proteet 
the  registration,  and  toot  to  destroy  tha 
franchise.  But  admitting  this  sincere  and 
anxious  desire  on  the  part  of  the  wMi 
Lord,  he  (Mr.  C.  Wood)  would  put  it  tO 
him  whether  he  believed  that,  as  matteri 
stood  in  Ireland,  he  possibly  could  pass 
his  bill  in  such  a  shape  as  to  give  satime* 
tbn  to  the  people  of  that  country.  Ha 
had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  Aat  hs 
never  recollected  a  bill  that  had  h&HA 
brought  forward  in  that  House  which  hai 
excited  such  a  feeling  of  opposition  to  tt 
in  Ireland  as  had  been  manifested  agaittil 
this  measure  ;  and  he  said  thb  wiui  j^eN 
feet  confidence,  notwithstanding  th6 
weighty  petition  which  the  noble  Lord  had 

f>resented  that  night  in  its  favtrar.  E«!M| 
ast  year  he  had  been  staggered  at  tlM 
unanimity  of  feeling  aeainst  it  amongil 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged;  btitiM 
thought  the  noble  Lord's  bill  had  bent 
nnfeirly  mis-represented,  and  the  besi 
proof  of  this  was  the  adoption  by  his  lioUa 
Friend  of  so  many  of  its  principlea  in  bia 
bill  of  this  year.  .  He  had  hoped  that  the 
excited  feeling  might  subside ;  and  he  had 
endeavoured,  though  in  vain,  to  ioterpoM 
between  this,  and  the  consideration  of  tba 
bill,  the  question  of  the  English  registrai^ 
tion  bill.  He  had  done  all  he  coukl  to 
promote  a  temperate  discussion  of  the  bill, 
without  which  he  saw  that  the  meatttfa 
could  not  undergo  a  fair  conaideratfOtt. 
But  did  not  the  noble  Lord  feel  that  tli6 
excitement  against  it  was  as  strong  as  evtr 
in  Ireland,  and  that  it  had  nnitad  all 
classes  of  the  Liberal  party  inthaCcountfy 
against  it  ?  The  opposition  was  not  ooa* 
fined  to  the  hon.  Member  tot  Dublin,  hot 
embraced  even  the  most  moderate  men  of 
the  liberal  party,  and  many  of  those  who 
were  the  strongest  supporters  of  his  oWA 
government  in  Ireland.  He  (Mf.  C  woodj 
thought  that  it  was  most  unwise,  unlesi 
compelled  by  stringent  cfreomstancta^  Id 
attempt  to  pass  enaetmetits  against  Ai 

Eneral  feeling  of  tha  people  tif  a  eoilutfy; 
times  of  emergeaey  the  HooaaoT  GdM* 
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mocs  haul  dom  in  datj  ia  pauic-^  aiea-  ' 
sores  which,  althocgh  opposed  to  pcpal^T 
feeliDgs,  the  peculiar  circumitances  cf  the 
day  might  render  aecesaarj  ;  bet  waj  »t 
prepared  to  do  so  when  no  sacb  necesiicj 
existed  ?  then  the  or.!?  qrz'Sst^on  was, 
which  of  the  tvo  Li: Is  shoal d  form  the 
ground  work  of  their  fa  tire  legislation  ? 
This,  then,  was  the  simple  question,  ar.d 
howerer  strong  the  feelings  hen.  Gentle- 
men might  entertain  on  the  sabject,  he 
woald  ajk  them  whether  they  were  pre- 
pared in  such  a  case  to  1eg?sUte  in  direct 
coniradicion  to  the  nnanimo'^s  feelicg 
which  appeared  to  preta.l  from  one  end  of 
Ireland  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Litton  intended  to  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill,  because  the 
government  by  it,  under  the  pretence  of 
amending  the  registration  in  Ireland,  in- 
tended to  alter  the  qualification  of  the 
electors,  and  revoke  the  best  provisions  of 
the  Reform  Act  in  Ireland.  He  was  sa- 
tisfied that  the  bill  was  nothing  more  nor 
lesf  than  an  attempt  to  repeal  the  Iriih 
Reform  Act  and  open  the  register  to  a 
body  of  men  which  should  never  be  al- 
lowed to  have  the  franchise,  as  thev  were  ' 
incapable  of  exercising  it  with  advantage 
to  themselves  or  the  countrv.  It  had  been 

m 

Staled  repeatedly  in  former  discussions  on 
this  subject  in  that  House,  that  under  the 
present  system  the  grossest  frauds  and 
peijories  had  been  perpetrated,  and  those  ■ 
who  had  asserted  this  had  been  stigmatised  ' 
as  libellers  and  slanderers  of  Ireland  ;  but  \ 
the  eiaminations  U:fore  the  committees  of 
that  Houie,  and  the  invehtrgations  of  com- 
missioners had  fcliowii  thitt.  those  who  en- 
tertained that  opinion  were  fully  justified. 
No  cli:arly  had  this  \u'Pj\  made  out,  that 
he  believed  all  impirtial  persons  would 
admit  that  within  the  last  few  years  the 
fair  and  honest  constituency  contemplated 
under  the  Reform  Act  in  Ireland  had  been 
swamped  by  a  body  of  persons  who  had 
been  placed  on  the  register  by  the  perpe- 
tration of  the  grossest  frauds.  During 
this  state  of  things,  the  Government  had 
been  called  upon  from  month  to  month 
and  from  year  to  year,  not  only  in  that 
House  but  by  the  country,  to  give  a  re- 
medy to  evils  which  were  so  extensive  and 
so  pernicious  in  their  effects.  Two  or 
three  bills  had  been  introduced  on  the 
subject  by  successive  Attorney-generals 
for  Ireland,  but  they  had  always  been 
brought  forward  at  such  a  late  period  of 
the  Session  at  to  make  it  clear  that  there 


was  xko  serioos  intcntioa  to  I^khu  oa  tW 
suhject.     In  ccoscqaeace  of  tkk  the  ao- 
bie  Ixri  the  Member  for  Xocth  Laaca- 
shire  broaght  in  his  bdi  last  yesr«  and  ia 
every   divisioo  on  U  the  majoritj  of  tha 
Hc'ise  afirmed  the  necessity  of  tha  laaa 
fare,  and  it  was  not  until  then  that  tha 
Government  took  the  matter  ap  aerioaslj, 
and,  compelled  by  pahllc  opiaion,  brooglit 
forward  a  bill  somewhat  in  coofonnity  with 
'hat  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  far 
Vcrth  Lancashire.     As  an  adjnnci.  how* 
ever,  to  that  bill,  they  also  broaght  for- 
ward   one  fjr   the   nominal    purpose  of 
defifiing  the  franchise,  in  consequence  of 
doitbu  which  it  was  alleged  existed  oo  the 
Subject.      On   that  occasion   it  was  ad- 
milted  thit  the  bill  to  define  the  francbiaa 
should  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  froai 
the  measure  for  preventing  perjnry  and 
frauds  at  elections ;  so  that  it  was  clear 
that  tiie  Government  then  thooght  that 
the  subject  should  be  dealt  wiin  aepa- 
rately,  and  that  if  any  alteration  of  the 
franchise  was  to  be  proposed,  it  shonld  be 
in   a  distinct  measure.     It  was  then  ad- 
mitted,  that  two  objects  so  entirely  die* 
tioct  should    not  be  mixed  up  together. 
It  appeared,  however,  that  the  bill  which 
had  been  brought  forward,  purporting  to 
remove  doubts  as  to  the  franchise  in  Ire* 
land,  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
opinions  often  out  of  twelve  of  the  judgea 
of  Ireland.     In  the  present  case  the  two 
bills  brought  in  by  the  Government  last 
year  had  been  incorporated.    Under  these 
circumstances,  he  would  ask  whether  it 
were  not  clear  that  it  was  not  the  wish  nor 
intention  of  the  Government  to  clear  the 
register  of  fraudulent  voters  without  at  the 
same  time  getting  an  alteration  of  the  Re- 
form Act.     In  point  of  fact  they  virtually 
declared    that    they   would    not    prevent 
the  system  of   perjury  and  fraud  on  the 
registration — unless  they  obtained  a  quid 
pro    f/uo    in     the   shape  of  an    altera- 
tion of  the  Reform  Act.     He  considered 
that  it  was  most  disgraceful  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,   under  the  pretence  of 
defining  the   franchise,  to  alter   the   law 
as  it  had  been  declared  to  exist  by  all  the 
judges  in  Ireland  except  two.     Until  the 
end  of  last  Session  there  had  been  no  in- 
tention expressed  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  alter  or  extend  the  franchise 
in  Ireland,  and  none  of  the  parties  who 
called  for  a  change  in  the  system  asked 
for  an  alteration  of  the  Reform  Actp  but 
merely  that  steps  should  be  taken  to  s«- 
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core  the  due  administration  of  it.  When 
the  Government  saw  that  the  people  of 
England  would  no  longer  submit  to  the 
system  of  fraud  which  existed  in  the  Irish 
registration^  and  that  they  must  adopt 
either  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  or  one  of 
their  own,  they,  under  the  latter  pretence, 
brought  forward  a  measure  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  Reform  Act,  and  containing 
matters  which  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  the  registration.  The  truth  was,  that 
if  the  bill  of  the  Government  passed,  it 
would  do  much  both  to  demoralize  and 
democratize  Iicland.  It  would  tend  to 
perpetuate  all  the  evils  the  country  uow 
complained  of  with  regard  to  the  registra- 
tion, and,  in  addition,  larger  bodies  of  per- 
sons, wholly  disqualified  both  from  their 
situation  in  life  and  their  want  of  intelli- 
gence, would  be  placed  on  the  register  to 
the  swamping  the  legal  and  legitimate 
constituency  of  that  country.  He  should 
oppose  the  bill  because  the  qualification 
proposed  was  so  low  that  it  clearly  showed 
that  Government  did  not  mean  fairly,  and 
he  should  oppose  it  on  the  ground  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  irrespective  as  it 
was  of  rent  and  outgoing,  could  not  be 
corrected  in  committee.  He  looked  upon 
the  measure  as  a  direct  violation  of  that 
Reform  Act  which  the  Government  af- 
fected to  hold  sacred.  The  petitions  in 
favour  of  the  plan  of  the  noble  Member 
for  North  Lancashire  had  been  most  nu- 
merously and  respectably  signed,  and  this 
without  any  agitation ;  he  would  venture 
to  say,  that,  in  point  of  station,  fortune, 
and  character,  the  signatures  were  a  hun- 
dred to  one,  as  compared  with  those  which 
had  been  got  up  in  favour  of  the  Govern- 
ment m<^asure,  under  the  coercion  of  the 
priests-=~a  coercion  which  the  peasantry 
would  be  most  glad  to  be  relieved  from. 
When  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  near  him 
was  before  the  House  last  year,  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  predicted  that  the  second 
reading  of  that  bill  would  produce  a  con- 
fusion and  excitement  which  would  shake 
the  empire  from  one  end  of  it  to  the 
other — but  no  such  result  had  followed. 
The  Government  was  manifestly  guilty  of 
encouraging  agitation  in  Ireland,  of  which 
there  could  not  be  a  clearer  proof  than  the 
circumstance  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
taken  the  lead  in  the  contemptible  repeal 
agitation,  was  still  continued  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace.  There  was  no  one 
who  thought  for  a  moment  that  a  bill  of 
this  sort,  with  a  bl,  franchise,  could  pass 
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the  Legislature ;  and  he  therefore  arraigned 
the  Government  for  introducing  a  measure 
like  this,  when  they  could  have  no  other 
object  in  view  than  the  giving  encourage«- 
ment  (o  agitation  and  excitement. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  said :  1  cannot  allow 
myself  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  a  question 
of  so  much  importance,  and  of  such  vital 
interest  to  the  country  with  which  I  am 
connected.  No  one  seems  to  deny,  that 
there  are  very  many  and  vast  evils  at* 
tendant  on  the  present  Registration  Act 
of  Ireland.  The  sole  point  then  we  have 
to  determine  is,  how  we  may  best  check 
these  evils,  punishing  the  fictitious  clai- 
mant without  obstructing  the  bond  fide 
voter  in  the  attainment  of  the  franchise. 
1  am  confident  there  is  no  one  more  an- 
xious than  myself  to  correct  such  abuses ; 
and  believing  that  nothing  can  be  more 
demoralizing,  more  disgusting  than  the 
present  system  of  registration  in  Ireland,  I 
hail  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  the  mea« 
sure  introduced  by  my  noble  Friend  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  as  it  will  grapple 
with  this  most  difficult  question,  and  offer 
such  a  remedy  as  will  effectually  check 
the  worst  of  all  the  evils  complained  of. 
That  important  part  of  my  noble  Friend's 
bill,  affecting  the  qualification  of  voters, 
goes  at  once  to  the  real  root  of  the  evil,  at 
I  look  upon  the  question  of  the  franchise 
as  a  preparatory  and  indispensable  step 
to  enable  us  to  amend  the  law  of  registra- 
tion in  Ireland.  Leave  the  franchise 
untouched,  and  I  firmly  believe  our  ef- 
forts will  be  unavailing;  for  though  we 
may  offer  some  check  to  the  fictitious 
claimants  by  environing  the  franchise  with 
numerous  difficulties,  yet  they  will  also 
act  as  impediments  in  the  way  of  the  bond 
fide  voter,  thus  making  an  undoubted 
right  a  constant  source  of  annoyance  to 
its  possessor.  1  maintain  that  it  is  the 
test  by  which  the  franchise  is  at  present 
ascertained  in  Ireland  that  invites  fraud 
and  holds  out  temptation  to  perjury.  It 
matters  little,  in  a  moral  point  of  view, 
whether  you  decide  in  favour  of  what  is 
generally  understood  by  the  term  benefi- 
cial interest,  or  in  favour  of  the  solvent 
tenant  test ;  the  result  of  such  a  decision 
would  be  merely  an  extension  or  limit  of 
the  franchise,  for  the  test  would  still  be 
dependent  on  opinion,  and  not  on  facts, 
and  those  scenes  of  rancour  and  strife,  at 
present  too  prevalent  in  the  registration 
courts,  would  be  as  rife  as  ever.  I  cannot 
understand  any  one  acquainted  with  these 
2E 
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sceoes,  to  whatever  party  he  may  belong, 
being  anxious  to  retain  such  an  uncertain 
and  vexatious  test,  better  calculated  to 
engender  strife  and  to  incite  to  fraud,  than 
adapted  to  protect  right  and  elicit  truth. 
On  the  second  readins:  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  North  Lancashire's  bill 
last  Session,  I  expressed  myself  in  favour 
of  a  franchise  based  on  the  valuation  un- 
der the  poor-law  ;  but  I  heartily  thank  the 
Government  for  giving  me  an  opportunity 
of  recording  my  vote  in  favour  of  a  princi- 
ple plain,  simple,  but  Justin  itself;  which 
bill  places  the  franchise  on  clear  and  in- 
telligible grounds,  affording  in  itself  an 
effectual  check  against  abuse,  and  which, 
I  conscientiously  believe,  will  confer  a 
sound  and  lasting  benefit  on  the  Irish 
people.  It  may  be  difficult,  nay,  impos- 
sible, to  fix  on  any  amount  of  rating, 
which  would  constitute  an  exact  equiva- 
lent for  the  present  qualification  pre- 
scribed by  the  Reform  Act:  however, 
when  this  question  comes  before  me,  I 
shall  certainly  take  into  consideration  the 
Tery  low  valuation  under  the  poor-law, 
and  have  some  regard  to  the  amount  of 
population.  Indeed,  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  i  would  infinitely  rather 
consent  .to  extend  than  agree  to  narrow 
the  already  very  limited  constituencies  of 
Ireland.  The  Oovernmcnt  are  taunted 
with  introducing  a  measure  which  par- 
takes somewhat  of  the  character  of  a  new 
Reform  bill,  but  such  accusation  might 
also  be  applicable  to  them,  if  their  mea- 
sure merely  proposed  to  define  the  exist- 
ing franchise,  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Coleraine  tells  us  that  this 
question  has  been  set  at  rest  by  a  majority 
of  the  judges,  and  that  Parliament  has  no 
further  right  to  interfere  in  tite  matter, 
even  though  the  franiers  of  the  Reform 
Act  themselves  may  be  divided  on  the 
question.  I  ask  them,  ought  such  a  la- 
mentable state  of  things  to  continue? 
Will  this  House  pass  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  affording  no  remedy  to  the 
worst  of  the  evils,  whose  pervading  princi- 
ple is  that  of  discouragement  to  registra- 
tion ;  or  will  it  support  the  (Jovernnient 
in  their  mauly  and  straightforward  course 
of  grappling  at  once  with  the  true  cause 
of  the  evil,  and  give  to  Ireland  a  fran- 
chise based  on  such  a  principle  as  will 
neither  foster  fraud  nor  tempt  to  |N!ijury  ? 
Mr.  Lucas  said,  that  the  noble  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  on  a  fornter  urra- 
had  most  illogically  and  unjustly 
ise  of  some  expressions  which  had 


fallen  from  him  (Mr.  Lucas)  to  attach  m 
reproach  to  the  noble  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  that  he  had  not  adopted  tone 
suggestions  of  his,  with  reference  to  the 
intf^ notion  of  a  bill  for  definiog  the 
franchise  in  Ireland.  Now  the  woids  he 
had  used  in  no  way  imputed  to  the  noble 
Lord  that  he  had  been  wrong  in  the  mat* 
ter.  Had  he  (Mr.  Lucas)  been  in  that 
noble  Lord's  position,  the  introdactioD  of 
a  measure  such  as  had  been  referred  to 
would  have  been  the  last  thing  in  his 
thoughts.  What  he  had  said,  and  would 
repeat,  was,  that  the  franchise  shoald  be 
placed  on  some  ground  different  from, 
and  independent  of,  the  oath  of  the  dai- 
mant ;  and  his  desire  was,  that  the  substi- 
tute he  suggested  might  be  used  to  estab* 
lish  the  value  of  the  land  claimed  in  re* 
spect  of  it,  in  the  opinion  of  an  indifferent 
person.  As  to  the  bill  introduced  last 
year  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow,  and 
to  which  his  (Mr.  Lucas's)  name  was  af- 
fixed, it  could  not  be  made  use  of  as  im- 
plying his  consent  to  the  principle  of  the 
measure  before  the  House.  What  was 
the  principle  of  that  bill  with  regard  to 
the  franchise  ?  It  provided  that  where  the 
annual  value  of  the  holding,  as  assessed 
to  the  poor-rate,  exceeded  the  rent  to' 
which  it  was  liable  by  the  sum  of  eight 
pounds,  the  party  should  be  entitled  to 
the  franchise.  Thus  the  bill  provided. 
that  not  only  the  value  of  the  rent  should 
be  deducted  from  the  given  value,  but  also 
those  charges  which  were  deducted  in  the 
poor-law  valuation.  He  would  read  part 
of  a  letter  from  his  hon.  Friend  on  the 
occasion  of  the  introduction  of  the  bill  on 
which  his  (Mr.  Lucas's)  name  was  placed. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  then  read  part  of  m 
letter  in  which  the  writer  said,  he  hoped 
Mr.  Lucas  would  forgive  the  forgery  of  his 
name,  though  committed  with  the  usual 
object  of  forgery— to  give  the  bill  cur- 
rency. He  had  put  it  on  the  bill  with  the 
concurrence  of  a  friend  to  both  partieSi  who 
had  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Lucas's  assent,  and 
because  it  expressed  no  more  than  that  he 
(Mr.  Lucas)  was  favourable  to  a  certain 
principle  without  binding  him  to  any  de- 
tails. Tlic  writer  went  on  to  say,  that  he 
put  the  amount  of  rates  paid  out  of  the 
({ueslion  as  a  basis  for  the  franchise.  With 
such  a  basis  as  this  the  gre.iter  would  be 
the  numltcr  of  persons  qualified  for  the 
fruncliiiu*  and  ikt  vcnsa  The  only  two 
principles  which  coiiM  be  constdered 
were,  I  st,  the  value  of  the  pro|ierty  as  as* 
sessed  for  the  purpose  of  rating;  and,  td. 
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the  difference  between  the  assessed  value 
of  the  property  and  the  amount  of  rent 
paid,  tne  latter  being,  to  the  writer's 
mind,  the  true  beneficial  interest.  Both 
principles  were  brought  into  action  in 
the  bill,  and  either  might  be  adopted. 
The  difference  between  the  franchise 
proposed  by  the  bill  on  which  his  name 
had  been  placed  and  the  franchise  of 
the  Government  bill  was  too  glaring  to 
make  it  necessary  to  dwell  upon  it.  The 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lan- 
cashire, had  left  his  friends  on  that  side 
of  the  House  in  a  state  of  great  difficulty, 
for  he  had  exposed  so  completely  the  de- 
fects of  the  measure  of  the  Government, 
as  to  leave  little  to  be  said  by  those  who 
followed  him.  There  was  one  topic  re- 
ferred to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax, 
on  which  he  (Mr.  Lucas)  might  make  a 
few  observations.  He  meant  the  argu- 
ment that  the  number  of  electors  in  Ire- 
land was  too  few  in  proportion  to  the  po- 
pulation— an  argument  which,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  was  based  on  a  totally 
false  ground.  The  object  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  giving  the  franchise  was  not  to 
make  those  entitled  to  it  bear  a  certain 
proportion  to  the  numbers  of  the  popula- 
tion, but  to  bestow  it  in  such  a  manner 
that  Member  ssent  to  Parliament  might  be 
safely,  wisely,  and  independently,  elected. 
The  question  remained,  whether  that  ob- 
ject could  be  best  attained  by  a  small  or 
a  large  number  of  electors,  and  that  would 
always  be  a  matter  of  contest.  But  the 
abstract  proposition,  that  because  Ireland 
contained  a  great  population  with  a  small 
constituency,  its  constituency  should  be 
increased  in  proportion  to  that  of  England, 
was  a  proposition  to  which  he  could  not 
give  his  assent.  It  had  been  urged,  that, 
owing  to  many  causes,  such  as  the  termi- 
nation of  leases,  and  the  unwillingness  of 
landlords  to  grant  others,  the  number  of 
electors  was  diminishing.  But  he  did 
not  find  that  to  be  the  case  in  the  county 
with  which  he  was  particularly  interested. 
It  was  very  well  known  that  in  that  country 
many  leases  had  expired,  and  yet  the  con- 
stituency had  increased  since  1834.  In 
1834  the  number  on  the  register  was 
2,400,  while  the  number  in  1841  was 
4,221.  It  was  true  that  the  latter  number 
included  double  registries;  but  deducting 
the  double  registries,  there  remained  3,421 
electors  on  the  registry  at  present,  show- 
ing an  increase  of  50  per  cent,  on  the 
constituency  nf  1834.     With  these  facts 


before  him,  he  could  not  assent  to  the 
general  assertion  that  the  Irish  constitu- 
encies were  diminishing.  He  believed 
that  they  were  increasing,  and  in  the  way 
which  was  most  valuable,  though  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  paid  little 
attention  to  it  in  his  bill— -from  the  in- 
creasing industry,  economy,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  population.  There  was 
another  point  which  deserved  attention, 
and  that  was  the  condition  of  the  present 
electors.  At  present  it  was  a  matter  of 
pride  to  possess  the  franchise.  Was  i( 
fair  to  swamp  the  constituency  who  now 
enjoyed  it  by  a  mass  of  voters  of  a  totally 
different  character  ?  For  it  had  been 
clearly  proved,  that  this  measure  would 
produce  a  much  worse  class  of  voters  than 
the  forty-shilling  freeholders.  The  forty-' 
shilling  freeholders  were  obliged  to  have 
something  of  an  independence,  but  the 
proposed  constituency  need  not  have  one 
shilling  of  an  independent  interest.  He 
thought  that  the  proposed  principle  would 
altogether  pervert  the  test  of  independ- 
ence, and,  therefore,  he  never  gave  a  vote 
with  a  clearer  conviction  of  its  justice 
than  he  should  in  opposition  to  the  pre- 
sent measure. 

Viscount  Morpeth  said,  that  among  the 
many  objections  which  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  the  Member  for  North  Lanca- 
shire, had  urged  against  the  details  of  the 
bill  which  he  had  the  honour  of  intro- 
ducing to  the  attention  of  the  House,  there 
were  two  charges  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  brought  forward  as  against  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  and  which  rather  par. 
took  of  a  personal  character.  The  noble 
Lord  had  accused  them,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, of  having,  in  their  proposal  of  this 
measure,  and  in  the  policy  they  had  pur- 
sued upon  the  questions  of  the  elective 
franchise  and  the  law  of  registration  in 
Ireland,  unsettled  men's  minus,  and  pro- 
duced disturbance  with  respect  to  the 
working  of  the  elective  franchise.  He  must 
own  he  thought,  that  in  that  particular 
they  had  still  something  to  learn  from  the 
noble  Lord ;  for  whatever  other  eminent 
qualities  the  noble  Lord  might  possess,  it 
was  certainly  not  as  a  settler  of  disturb- 
ances, or  a  peace- maker,  that  he  was  par- 
ticularly distinguished.  He  talked  of  the 
Government  having  made  the  cauldron 
boil  out,  but  it  seemed  to  him  (Ix>rd  Mor- 
peth) that,  on  this  occasion,  the  noble 
•  Lord's  was  the  hand  which  had  thrown  in 
the  most  noxious  ingredients,  and  evoked 
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the  busiest  and  most  potent  phantoms  of 
mischief.  The  noble  Lord  next  cburged 
them  with  having  brouglit  forward  the 
bill  on  false  pretences.  That  was  a  harsh 
assertion,  which  he  hoped,  by  their  ad- 
herence to  the  main  provisions  and  prin- 
ciples of  this  measure,  and  by  their  suc- 
cessful pursuit  of  them,  tiiey  should  do 
their  be.st  to  disprove.  The  noble  Lord 
had  constantly  talked  of  their  jpropositioii 
with  respect  to  the  settlement  of  the  quali- 
fication for  the  elective  franchise  being 
a  mere  tack  and  postscript  to  the  rest  of 
the  measure.  He  considered  it  a  main 
and  essential  ingredient  in  the  measure, 
which  constituted  the  onlv  hope  of  bring- 
ing the  questions  involvecl  in  it  to  a  satis- 
factory and  iinal  settlement.  He  believeil 
that  while  the  electoral  franchise  was  lert 
as  it  was  at  present,  any  interference  with 
the  subject  of  registration  must  be  a  mere 
delusion  and  a  mocker v>  and  a  greater 
fraud  upon  the  public  than  any  which  it 
professed  to  remove.  The  noble  Lord  had 
said,  that,  until  his  own  bill  had  been  car- 
ried through  a  second  reading  last  year, 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  those  who  sat  oppo- 
site, had  heard  of  any  definition  of  tht* 
franchise.  [Lord  Stanley  did  not  say  so.] 
He  had  taken  down  the  words.  The  noble 
Lord  had  said  it  was  not  until  after  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill  of  last  year,  that 
he  had  first  heard  of  the  definition  of  the 
franchise. 

Lord  Stanley  said,  he  had  not  made  use 
of  the  words. 

Viscount  Morj>elh  liad,  he  repeated ,  taken 
down  the  words  at  the  time.  l*hc  noble 
Lord  might  have  wished  to  convey  a  dif- 
fcrent  sense  to  his  words,  or  these  words 
did  not  express  what  he  meant ;  but  of  > 
this  he  was  perfectly  confident,  that  xhv  i 
noble  Ix)rd  had  said,  that  it  was  not  until 
after  his  own  bills  had  been  carried  through  ' 
a  second  reading,  that  he  had  hcani  of  a 
definition  of  the  franchise;  whereas  it 
was  ntttorious,  that  in  every  one  uf '. 
the  bills  in  previous  years  that  had 
been  introducetl  by  his  right  hon.  and 
learned  friends— in  every  one  of  them 
without  exception,  a  definition  of  the  frau* 
chisc  was  specifically  included,  and  thar, 
too,  as  an  essential  part  of  the  measure, 
without  which  there  could  n(»t  be  proper 
nor  just  legislation.  When,  too,  they  made 
their  proposition  of  last  year,  so  far  was  it 
from  tieing  considered  as  a  tack  or  a  mere 
postscript  to  the  measure  itself,  that  ho  had 
iitute<l,  and  that  tiMi  with  the  conlial  ap- 
probation of  those  who  supfNirted  his  bill. 


that  without  a  definition  of  the  frticUie^ 
the  appod  against  the  franchise  oaold  not 
be  conceded.  The  noble  Lord  had  indeed 
asked  them  why  they  did  not  brinrfimrud 
this  matter  in  a  manly  manner.  The  boa. 
and  learned  Member  for  Colenune(Mr.  Lit- 
ton) had  repeated  that  taunt — and  he,  too, 
had  also  asked  the  Government  that  queo- 
tion.  Now,  he  must  own,  that  whetefer 
objections  might  be  urged  against  then, 
he  did  not  think  that  they  would  fidrly  ba 
liable  to  objections  on  that  ground.  What- 
ever might  be  the  errors  that  eould  be 
imputed  to  their  measure,  he  did  think, 
that  at  least  they  could  say  that  theirs  was 
a  distinct  proposition,  unambiguous,  open, 
and  of  a  manly  character.  It  was  quite  ooa- 
sisteut  with  the  noble  Lord's  ingenuitji«* 
an  ingenuity  that  he  was  sure  to  ezeidse  in 
criticising  this  measure^  to  bring  forward, 
as  connected  with  this  hill,  the  questioa 
of  the  iMiglish  and  Scotch  Reform  Bilh, 
and  the  franchise  as  defined  by  them.  He 
did  not  feel  called  upon  to  enter  into  tbe 
discussion,  that  the  noble  Lord  nroroked 
as  to  the  English  and  Scotch  mnchise. 
In  his  opinion,  the  subject  then  befere 
him  was  quite  sufBctent.  But  if  lie  wanted 
a  precedent  for  addressing  himself  to  tbe 
Irish  ])art  of  the  question  exclusiTely,  and 
leaving  untouched  the  English  and  Seotch 
part  of  the  question,  then  lie  foond  tbe 
precedent  set  to  him  by  the  noble  Lonl 
himself,  and  in  the  very  bill  whidi  the 
noble  Lord  had  himself  introdoeed. 
Whereas  it  was  notorious,  that  there  were 
many  im|)erfections  and  considerable  abasea 
in  the  Kvstem  of  registration  as  estaUisbed 
in  England  and  Scotland,  which  were 
things  that  had  been  quoted,  that  were  still 
used  by  hon.  Gentlemm  opposite  in  ilhuu 
t  rat  ion  of  their  own  arguments,  yet  tbe 
noble  Lord  addressed  himself  to  the  Ques- 
tion of  Irish  registration  exclusively,  feav- 
ing  the  English  ond  Scotch  systems,  with 
nil  their  im|)erfictioos  on  their  heads,  to 
shift  for  I  hem  solves.  It  was  plain  that  there 
was  no  material  ambiguity  in  the  construe* 
tion  attache<l  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
Icucficial  interest  qualificatiim  in  luiglaad, 
while  it  was  in  Ireland,  ami  in  Ireland 
alone,  that  the  practical  ambiguity  pre* 
vaile<I ;  and  the  attempt  now  made  was  to 
put  an  end  to  that  which  pervaded,  per. 
plexcd,  complicated,  and  embarrassed  the 
whole  system  of  registration.  But  was  there 
no  difference  between  the  English  and  the 
Irish  qualifications  for  the  franchise?  Tiie 
n(»hle  Lord  had  represented  the  Ciorem- 
mcnt,  as  being  guilty  of  monslroui  per* 
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tiallty  towards  treland.  The  noble  Lord 
had  accused  them  of  giving  to  that  coun- 
try qualifications  that  were  unknown  to 
any  country,  and  that  exceeded  the  no- 
tionSy  that  the  most  visionary  Radicals  had 
ever  ventured  to  form.  In  this  repre. 
sentation  of  their  conduct  the  noble  Lord 
bad  been  followed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Coleraioe;  but  when  it  was 
8  lid,  that  they  were  about  to  confer  a  large 
franchise  on  Ireland,  that  was  not  enjoyed 
by  the  people  of  this  country,  those  who 
put  forward  the  accusation  must  leave 
out  of  their  consideration  the  40^.  fran- 
chise now  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  that  nad  once  been  enjoyed  by 
the  people  of  Ireland.  But  when  it  was 
said^  that  this  was  a  partial  measure — when 
they  were  accused  of  giving  to  Ireland  a 
more  expansive  and  liberal  measure  than 
that  which  was  now  possessed  by  England, 
he  believed  that  there  was  not  a  Liberal 
on  his  side  of  the  House— there  was  not  a 
partizan  of  the  Irish  party,  who,  in  lieu 
of  this  measure,  if  ofiered  the  English 
franchise,  with  all  its  restrictions  in 
point  of  value  and  tenure  —  there  was 
not  one  of  them  who,  if  he  had  such  an 
offer  made  to  him  by  the  noble  Lord, 
would  not  gladly  accept  the  pro}M)sition 
in  lieu  of  this  measure ;  and  in  that  case, 
he  believed  the  noble  Lord  would  be  looked 
upon  as  a  much  more  liberal  statesman 
— a  much  more  promising  disciple  of  the 
movement  than  any  one  of  the  Ministers. 
He  believed,  that  the  noble  Lord  and  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  by  a  course  of  that 
description,  would  outbid  him  in  the 
market ;  and  knowing  this,  he  could  not 
give  them  credit  for  believing,  that  he 
proposed  better  or  more  advantageous 
terms  to  the  people  of  Ireland  than  those 
that  were  now  enjoyed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  The  noble  Lord 
had  alluded  to  the  superior  advantages^ 
tliat,  under  the  Irish  Reform  Act,  lease- 
holders in  Ireland  had  over  those  of  Eng- 
land; but  the  noble  Lord  had  omitted 
out  of  his  view  the  proportion  of  free- 
holders that  had  been  disfranchised  in 
Ireland.  In  the  very  first  measure  of 
conciliation  that  had  been  proposed — that 
measure  with  which  the  name  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R.  Peel) 
was  so  honourably  identiiied — they  found, 
as  its  concomitant,  the  disfranchisement 
of  191,000  voters.  This,  then,  was  an 
ingredient  that  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 
The  noble  Lord  had  auoted  some  expres- 
sions of  a  speech  of  his  when  the  proposi- 
tion  was  made  in  1839|  for  briogtag  iu  a 


bill  to  assimilate  the  franchise  between  the 
two  countries.  It  was  true  that  he  had 
opposed  that  proposition,  and  he  did  not 
conceive,  that  in  bringing  forward  this  mo- 
tion bis  course  was  at  all  inconsistent  with 
the  refusal  that  he  had  then  filven  to  effect 
an  identity  between  the  elective  franchises 
of  the  two  countries.  He  might  add,  that 
his  language  on  the  occasion  refened  to 
any  impression  that  his  subsequent  pro* 
ceedings  could  have  a  tendency  to  folsify. 
It  was  to  him  then  some  consolation  to 
find,  that  he  did  not  give  rise  to  any 
expectation,  that  he  was  not  prepared 
to  realise  and  to  carry  into  effect.  The 
noble  Lord  had  said — and  it  was  that, 
he  ownedy  which  could  be  urged  meet 
plausibly  against  them  —  that  they  were 
now  calling  on  the  House  to  legislate, 
without  giving  them  full  and  sati^actory 
information.  He  could  say,  that  he  was 
most  anxious  to  give  them  all  the  in- 
formation, of  which  he  was  in  possession ; 
and  this  he  did,  whether  it  were  thought 
to  bear  against  him  or  not  Whatever  it 
was,  it  was  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House, 
so  as  to  be  brought  within  the  cognisance 
of  hon.  Gentlemen.  When  this  subject 
had  been  mooted  before,  he  had  referred 
to  the  opinions  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Monaghan,  whom  it  certainly  seemed 
difficult  to  please  in  so  doing.  He  had 
read  the  speech  of  that  hon.  Gentle- 
man without  gloss  or  comment,  as  it 
seemed  fully  to  bear  out  the  obiect  for 
which  he  had  quoted  it,  namely,  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  approved  of  the  principle 
of  founding  the  elective  franchise  on  some 
footing  independent  of  the  oath  of  the 
elector.  That  hon.  Gentleman  had  also 
referred  to  the  proceedings  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Mallow  (Sir  D.  Norreys),  as 
not  being  in  his  favour  more  than  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  principle.  The  bill  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  adopted  the 
principle  of  making  the  test  of  qualificatioii 
independent  of  the  oath  of  the  voter  $  and 
doing  the  same  thing,  he  considered  that 
he  had  the  sanction  of  those  two  high  au« 
thorities.  The  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
said,  that  he  would  take  the  test  here  pro« 
posed,  subject  to  the  deduction  for  rent ; 
he  might  consider  the  result  of  that  con- 
dition hereafter,  but  whatever  might  be 
the  other  means  employed,  it  was  plain 
that  the  adoption  of  a  rated  test  was  a  pro- 

rition  that  had  been  urged  upon  them 
others  before  they  brought  it  forward 
tfieniselves.  He  had  himself  always  dis« 
tinctly  notified  his  assent  to  the  principle* 
he  had  said  that  be  cordially  approven  t  f 
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ft  was  in  pursuance  of  these  opinions, 
and     using    the    experience     that    had 
been  acquired  in  Ireland  on  the  present 
working  of   the  system,  that  they   had 
brought   forward  tnis  bil]   for  effectually 
removine  these  erilsi    This  was  done  by 
those  who  were  said  to  be  the  suborners 
of  perjury;   but  what  had  they  on  the 
opposite  side— they  who  vaunted   to  be 
the  enemies  of  perjury — what  had  they 
done  ?  The  noble  Lord  had  brought  in  a 
bill  which ^  besides  other  obiections,  besides 
being  a  bill  of  a  most  arbitrary  character, 
and  containing  some  most  arbitrary  re- 
strictions, besides  being  encumbered  with 
operose  and  cumbersome  machinery,  was 
so  far  from  going  to  the  main  sources  of 
the  evils  that  existed,  from  shutting  the 
door  against  perjury,    fraud,  doubt  and 
dispute,   and   thus   effecting  the  Sfiecific 
object  which  it  professed  to  aim  at,  that 
he  truly  and  unaffectedly  believed  the  real 
practical  effect  of  the  bill  would  be  to  in- 
crease and  aggravate  those  very  evils  which 
it  was  ostentatiously  brought  forward  to 
remedy.    In  the  first  place,  the  bill  of  the 
noble  Lord  left  the  main  point  of  doubt  and 
dispute  wholly  untouched.  All  the  disputes 
that  occurred  in  every  reffistry  court  in  Ire- 
land— all  those  matters  that  were  subjectsof 
protracted  and  painful  inquiry  before  com- 
mittees of  that  FIousc,  whatever  might  be 
the  allegations  of  the   |)etitious,   almost 
uniformly  turned  upon  the  sul\jectof  value, 
a  subject   which    had   not   only  divided 
Parliament,  the  bench,  and  the  bar,  but 
had  made  itself  felt  in  every  registry  court 
in  Ireland,  and  before  every  parliamentary 
committee  that  had  sat  to  inquire  into  the 
complaints  of  petitions  from  Ireland.     It 
was  impossible  to   take  up  a  newspaper 
without  perceiving  the   lamentable  diffi- 
culty, the  dead  lock   in    the  administra- 
tion of  the  system  that  had  occurred  since 
those  disputes  had  arisen.     Since  he  had 
laid  his  bill  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  a 
speech  had  been  made  by  a  learned  judge, 
which  was  in  efiect  an  answer  and  attack 
upon  the  judges  for   their  opinions  and 
conduct  with  reference  to  the  same  subject, 
and  he  would  ask  the  House,  was  that  a  sa. 
tisfactory  state  of  things  ?  But  the  bill  of  the 
noble  Lord  would  leave  this  state  of  things 
utterly  untouched  and  unremedied.     The 
noble  Lord  having  an  uncertain  thing  to 
establish,  made  the  mode  of  establishing  tt 
subject  to  all  the  abuses,  doubts,  and  un- 
certainties, that  had  hitherto  been  so  loudly 
and  justly  complained  of.     The  franchise 
proposed  by  the  noble  Lord,  uncertain  in 
tsel^  was  to  be  established  by  the  oath' 


of  the  party  interested,  and  by  the  cod- 
flicting  testimony  of  adverse  witnesses 
upon  the  suLject  of  value^  a  subject  in 
itself  of  the  most  delicate  and  difficalt 
character,  even  when  there  was  no  inten- 
tional fraud  or  deliberate  perjury.  This 
might  be  illustrated  by  a  thou«md  pta* 
sages,  but  he  would  only  read  one  from  the 
report  of  the  fictitious  votes  committee  of 
1837.  It  was  taken  from  the  evidence  of 
a  registering  barrister,  and  was  as  fel- 
lows : — 

**  lliere  were  a  great  number  of  perKH» 
produced  as  witnesses — so  many,  that  in  many 
cases  the  contrariety  of  swearing  was  so  great, 
that  it  depended  more  upon  the  probability  of 
what  was  sworn  than  an^  actual  test  of  truth  : 
they  started  up  from  all  sides  if  you  discreditea 
a  voter,  and  said  you  did  not  think  he  had 
sufficiently  proved  his  value.  It  is  necessary 
to  state  I  first  examined  the  clairoaDt  rojfsrir, 
and  if  I  was  satisfied  of  what  he  swore,  I  said, 
'  I  was  satisfied  with  the  person.'  Then  the 
counsel  cross-examined  him,  and  afterwards 
evidence  was  brought  up  in  every  case  in 
which  it  was  necessary  to  support  his  vote, 
and  a  great  number  of  persons  very  of^en  came 
fbrwaid  from  both  sides  of  die  court,  saying, 
'  I  will  give  10^  fbr  his  freehold,  I  will  give 
10/.  for  his  freehold,'  and  jumped  upon  the 
table,  when  they  swore  to  the  value.  I  have 
had  in  some  cases  ten  or  twelve  witnesses,  and 
the  greatest  contradiction  between  them,  lo 
that  in  many  cases  I  was  obliged  to  decide 
upon  the  probability  of  what  was  true  rather 
than  upon  the  swearing  on  either  side.  There 
was  the  most  direct  contradictory  swearing. 
In  many  cases  I  tried,  a  great  many  of  tl^ 
claimants  themselves  came  forward  under  the 
impression,  and  you  could  never  divest  them 
of  the  idea,  that  the  actual  value  was  what  it 
was  worth  to  the  individual  himself.  The  man 
thought  the  farm  upon  which  he  lived  wis 
worth  a  great  deal  to  him.'' 

He  did  not  think  that  all  these  pro- 
ceedings necessarily  involved  perjury,  bat 
it  showed  the  endless  conflicts  and  dif- 
ferences that  existed  on  the  subject  of 
value,  and  these  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Lord  took  no  steps  to  remedy.  It  wis 
true  that  the  noble  Lord's  bill  imposed 
many  restrictions,  and  conjured  up  many 
difficulties,  in  the  way  of  obtaining  tlie 
franchise,  either  fairly  or  unfairly;  and 
what  he  complained  of  was,  that  the 
bill,  in  a  great  many  instances,  wonld 
efiectuallv  arive  away  from  thc^  registry 
many  an  honest  and  hmidjide  claimant,  u 
well  as  the  unqualified  person,  and  he  would 
go  further  and  say.  although  it  might  ap* 
pear  paradoxical,  that  in  many  instanoes 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord,  encumbered  and 
complicated  as  it  was,  would  deter  aiid 
"  *      *^'     the  good  and  fiir  ditiiMiif, 
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eTen  far  more  the  clishooest  and  pretended 
claimant.     He  said  so  for  this  reason,  that 
persons  of  the   latter  description,  either 
from  a  hope  of  gain,  a  love  of  speculation, 
or  a  brazen  disregard  of  conseouences,  would 
encounter  the  risk  of  the  ordeal  proposed, 
but  a  host  of  honest,  well-intentionea  peo- 
ple, although  perfectly  qualified,  preferring 
an  easy  H^,  would  not  run  the  gauntlet 
through    all     the     snares    and    pitfalls 
which   the   noble   Lord's  bill   would    es- 
tablish.     The  noble    Lord  in  his  speech 
seemed  to  impeach   the  rating  which  lie 
(Viscount    Morpeth)    proposed    even    as 
the  basis  of  qualification,  and  the  noble 
Lord  contended  that  some  of  the  ducu- 
mcnts  furnished  by  him  iniralidated  the 
authority  of  the  Poor-law   valuation.     If 
that  valuation  pretended  to  establish  one 
exact  uniform  scale  of  taxation,   he  ad- 
mitted, that  in  that  light  it  would  be  liable 
to  some  such  exception.     Human  legisla- 
tion seldom  arrived  at  exact  precision  and 
uniformity.     He  did  not  conceive  that  an 
uniform  and   unerring  scale  of  precision 
was    necessary   to  establish   a  rating  as 
the    basis   of  qualification.      What    was 
wanted  as  the  basis  of  qualification  was 
that  which  would  present  on  the  face  of  it 
some  fixed  and  staple  sum,  uniform,  cer- 
tainlv,  in  its  effect,  over  a  large,  contiguous 
district,  and  not  materially  differing  overany 
part  of  the  country  in  its  effect,  something 
that  should  present  on  the  face  of  it  a  fixed 
and  ascertained  sum,  settled  upon  distinct 
and    independent    grounds,    uninfluenced 
either  by  the  caprice  of  the  landlord  or 


to  submit  to  excemve  rating  ;  but  hm  Im- 

lieved  that  the  desire  to  esaqpe  tuotioa 

would  be  found  to  operate  alnoat  iorarialil  j 

far  more  strongly  upon  human    natora^ 

and  more  especially  apon  the  naniie  of 

tax- payers.     Respecting  the  rating  of  5^ 

it  was  quite  plain  that,  whether  a  period 

of  ten  or  five  years  was  proposed  in  the 

Poor-law  Continuance  Bill,  or  whether  the 

qualification   was  to  be    10/.  or  5/.  in  a 

franchise  bill,  the  committee,  and  not  the 

second  reading,  was  the  fitting  stage  nt 

which  definitively   to  fix  such  points  as 

either  the  duration  or  amount;  but  he 

had  no  wish  to  conceal  the  reasons  tliafc 

had   induced   him   to  adopt  the  sobs  off 

5/.,  nor  had  he  yet  heard  any  resaoan 

that  disposed  him  to  recede  non  that 

proposition.     Having,  as  he  stated,  madn 

up  his  mind  that  it  was  expedient  and 

proper,  with  a  view  to  obviate  and  render 

impossible  of  recurrence   the  evils  oom- 

plained  of,  he  had  adopted  the  PoorJaw 

rating  as  the  basis  of  qualification,  and  it 

then  became  incumbent  upon  him  to  fix 

some  amount,  which  in  his  opinion,  should 

give  a  fair  equivalent,  and  afford  a  ran* 

sonable  evidence  of  the  franchise  as  in* 

tended   to   be  conferred  by   the   Reform 

Act.     Of  course  any  precise  and  uner* 


ring  correspondence  was  out  of  the  qv 
tion,  even  if  they  were  posKSsed  uf  all 


the  information  that  in  time  might  bo 
expected  to  come  to  hand.  They  could 
only  avail  themselves  of  such  infona* 
ation  as  could  be  procured,  and  theyfiMind 
that  if  they  had  recourse,  as  might  in  the 


the  breeze  of  popular  favour.  Such  a  basis,  |  fir^t  instance  have  suggested  iiielf,  to  a  1(M« 
upon  the  whole,  he  thought,  would  be !  rating,  in  all  the  unions  respecting  which 
found  in  the  Poor-law  valuation.  He  did  thev  had  had  access  to  any  information,  a 
not  contend  that  it  was  free  from  exccp- {  rated  value  of  10/.  would  have  had  the  effect 
tiun.  He  did  not  contend  that  it  would  |  of  disfranchising  a  very  considerable  num« 
sitisfy  all  conditions.  lie  knew  that  many  ,  her  of  those  u|)on  all  sides  of  politics  who 
plausible  objections  might  be  urged  against  .  were  perfectly  and  fairly  eotitle<l  to  be 
any  proposition  that  could  Ix;  br(»u<;ht  for-  place<l  on  the  electoral  roll.  It  was  there* 
ward,  but,  u|K)n  the  who!e,  he  dirl  n(»t  lie-  '■  lore  clear,  that  a  rating  which  should  give 
licve  that  they  could  take  any  test  that  a  fair  and  reasonable  ef^uivalent  for  the 
would  prove  more  efi'cctually  than  the  '  franchise  which  he  believed  to  have  been 
Poor-law  valuation  the  exi.stence  of  u  contemplated  by  the  Reform  Act,  must 
certain  stake  in  the  country,  uhilst  it  pre-  '  range  below  10/.  They  found  also,  that 
vented  the  possibility  of  (hmbt  as  to  the  there  were  many  registered  electors  whom 
]KTson  of  the  voter,  and  thus  utterly  e\.  ;  a  rating  (»f  o/.  net  value  upon  a  poor-mto 
eluded  ])ersonation,  false  testimony,  and  |  valuation  would  exclude  from  the  register, 
]>erjury.  It  must  also  l»c  reincmlK'red  that '  and  also  that  a  rate<l  value  of  5/.  generally 
any  incorrectness,  informality,  or  departure  I  gave  ]M>ssession  of  six  or  seven,  and,  in  eef* 
from  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  Poor-law    tain  circumstances,  of  eight 


in  the  valuation  seemed  uniformlv  to  have 
had  the  tendency  of  raiding,  not  lowering 
the  (lualification.  It  w;is  said,  that  by 
couplmg  the  franchise  with  the  rating, 
they  would  be  giving  a  motive  to  parties 


or  nine  scree  of 
land.  Taking  into  consideration  the 
of  the  valuation,  wherever  it  was 
tained,  it  seemed  to  have  been  considerahly 
lower  than  the  rent,  which  a  rated  in. 
habitant  actually  pi^i  or  than  thn 
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which  any  solvent  tenant  would  be  willing 
to  undertake  to  pay.     He  thoup;ht  it  a 
very  fm,  he  would  not  deny  that  it  mi^ht 
be  called  a  liberal^  but  he  did  not  think 
it  an  inoidinate  equivalent  for  the  present 
franchise  to  take  a  rated  value  of  5/.,  for 
the  franchise  contemplated  by  the  Reform 
Act,  as  carried  into  effect  by  the  persons 
who  acted  under  the  appointment,  and  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  when  the  noble  Lord  filled  the 
office,  which  he  had  now  the  honour  to  hold. 
With  respect  to  the  gloss  that  had  been  put 
upon  the  franchise  subsequently  by  some 
of  the  Irish  judges,  he  would  refer  to  the 
effect  which  it  would  have  upon  the  regis- 
tered constituency  of  Ireland,  to  the  evi* 
deuce  given  by  the  valuator  of  the  union 
of  Longford.     It  would  be  remembered, 
that  according  to  the  decision  of  the  judges 
in  Ireland,  the  present  definition  of  the 
franchise  required  a  holding  for  which  a 
solvent  tenant  would  pay  10/.  in  addition 
to  the  rent.     Now,  the  valuator  of  the 
Longford  union  stated,  as  the  result  of  his 
experience,  that  he  seldom  met  with  in- 
stances where  a  solvent  tenant  could  pay 
10/.  more  than  his  rent ;  and  he  further 
stated,  that  if  the  valuation   under  the 
Poor-law  was  taken  as  the  standard  of 
value,  and  the  rating  was  to  be  subject  to 
the  deduction  of  the  rent,  the  result  would 
be  the  total  destruction  of  that  class  of 
voters,  whose  qualifications  arose  from  te- 
nements in  their  own  actual  occupation. 
He  owned,  that  he  recoiled  from  a  propo- 
sition whicli  should  have  the  effect,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  of  raisine  the  elective 
franchise  in  Ireland.     In  addressing  the 
House  the  other  evening,  he  quoted  some 
comparative  statement  of  the  number  of 
the  constituencies  in  this  country  and  in 
Ireland,   and   his  object  in  doing  so  was 
perhaps  misunderstood  ;  it  was  certainly 
misrepresented.     He  never  attempted  to 
convey  that  they  ought  to  place  the  quali- 
fication upon  the  basis  of  mere  numbers, 
or  to  recede  from  the  principle  of  the  Re- 
form  Bill,  but  he  showed,  from  authentic 
documents, a  glaring  disproportion  between 
the  electoral  bodies  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  when  it  appeared,  that  the 
ratio  of  voters  in   England  was  one  in 
eighteen  and-a-half,  in  Scotland,  one  in 
thirty,   and  in   Ireland   one  in  seventy- 
seven.     The  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
said,  he  would  not  enter  into  these  calcu- 
lations, but  he  would  tell  that  hon. Member, 
that  if  they  were  to  have  an  electoral  bodv 
at  sdl  answering  the  purposes  of  the  British 
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nation  to  the  doctrine  of  utter  extinctioa« 
He  did  think  himself  called  upon  to  ent«r 
an  emphatic  protest  against  the  notion  of 
introducing  or  of  consenting  to  the  intro- 
duction of  any  measure  whidi  should  tend, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  raise  the  elective 
franchise  in  Ireland,  or  to  pare  down  her 
contracted,  and,  in  spite  of  what  had  been 
said  to  the  contrary,  he  would  maintain^ 
her  iast-diminishing  constituency,     llie 
noble  Lord  had  said,  that  the  present 
bill  would  have  a  tendency  to  prevent 
landlords  giving  leases;    and  the  noble 
Lord  had  also  dwelt  upon  the  relative 
duties   of    landlords    and    tenants,    bat 
his    observations  upon    this  subject,    he 
(Viscounty  Morneth)  must  own  did  not 
seem  to  him  to  nave  been  conoeif  ed  in  the 
best  spirit  of  constitutional  freedom,  or  to 
be  such  as  he  should  have  esnected  from 
a  person,  who  in  his  day,  haa  done  sudi 
distinguished  service  to  this  cause  as  the 
noble  Lord.     He  did  not  object,  becanae 
it  was  impossible  to  counteract  the  natural 
feelings  in  the  human  bosom ;  he  did  not 
object  to  landlords  hoping  or  expecting 
that  their  tenants  would  vote  according 
to  their  own   predilections,  but  he  dia 
object  to  their  harbouring  any  feelings  of 
resentment  against  those  who  did  not  so 
comply  with  their  desires.     Did  not  the 
noble  Lord  wish  to  bring  the  electcmd 
franchise  of  Ireland  to  this  pass,  that  the 
electors,  whatever  injustice  or  wrongs  they 
might  experience  at  the  hands  of  their 
landlords,  should  merely  reflect  and  re- 
echo the  sentiments  of  whatever  might 
be  the  dominant  party  in  that  country  f 
The  noble    Lord    had   said,  that,  when 
matters  came  to  this  point,  he  shotdd  be 
ready  to  give  his  consideration  to  the  case; 
and  he  was  glad  to  find  that,  in  spite  of 
the  noble  Lord's  horror  at  the  sacrile* 
gious  hand  with  which  they  had  approach* 
ed  the  sacred  ark  of  reform,  there  wefto 
circumstances  under  which    they  mieht 
expect  the  noble  Lord  to  co-operate  mUi 
them   in  revising  and  remodelline    that 
enactment     But  the  noble  Lord  said,  thai 
such  circumstances  of  necessity  did  not 
exist  at  the  present  moment,  that  the 
landlords    of   Ireland  did    not  withhold 
leases  to  any  such  extent  as  to  diminish 
considerably  the  number  of  electors ;  that 
the  constituency  was  not  dwindled  down 
to  such  an  extent  as  would  render  inter- 
ference  necessary.    He  document  upoai 
which    the   noble    Lord   relied  for   thfa 
riew   of  the   case   was   a    return   lali 
(m  the  Table  of  the  House  in  the  ooitiin 
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ment  of  the  number  of  electors  in 
Irelandi  and  the  noble  Lord  had  said,  that 
the  constituent  body  of  Ireland  was  mate- 
rially increased  during  the  last  year ; 
that  it  had  been  formerly  50^000^  and  at 
a  later  period  80,000>  and  that  now  it 
amounted  to  99,000  persons.  But  the 
noble  Lord^  in  making  this  estimate  of 
the  general  result^  had  oyerlooked  a  very 
material  fact  which  he  might  have  taken 
into  his  calculation  if  he  had  consulted  the 
different  headings  of  this  return.  The  noble 
Lord  overlooked  the  fact,  that  this  return 
represented  the  electoral  body  of  Ireland^ 
as  it  stood  before  the  expiration  of  the  re- 
gistration of  1832,  and  that  since  the  date 
of  that  return  every  one  who  was  regis- 
tered in  1832,  and  who  had  not  since  re- 
newed his  franchise,  no  longer  forme<l  |)art 
of  the  constituency  of  Ireland.  Before  the 
noble  Lord  founded  arguments  u|)on  facts 
of  this  kind^  it  behoved  him  to  be  con- 
vinced of  their  accuracy,  and  of  their  ap- 
plicability to  the  actual  state  of  things.  But^ 
as  he  had  already  stated,  thestatemcntsu|>on 
which  the  noble  Lord  relied,  and  which  had 
been  qiiottHl  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Mo- 
naghan,  were  taken  from  that  column  in 
the  return  giving  the  total  number  of  voters 
in  Ireland  at  the  date  of  the  return, 
namely^  the  25tli  of  February,  1840,  at 
which  time,  as  he  had  already  observed, 
the  registration  of  1832  was  still  in  force  ; 
however,  at  the  moment  he  now  addressed 
the  House,  the  franchise  of  all  the  voters 
on  that  registry,  unless  subseijucntly  re- 
newed, had  exi>ired.  It  would  not  be 
long  before  the  House  would  have  ample 
practical  illustration  of  the  altered  state 
of  things  at  the  present  moment;  on 
the  1st  of  February  the  numbers  were 
made  up  of  all  those  who  were  now  en- 
titled to  vote  in  Ireland.  Now,  from 
information  with  whii-h  he  had  been  fur- 
nislicd,  it  ap|)eanMl,  for  instance,  that  in 
Cork,  where  the  elective  constituency  on 
tiKB  last  return  was  5,738,  it  had  now 
dwindled  to  3,795 ;  and,  in  Tipi>erary 
county,  the  constituency  .had  fallen  from 
4,143'  to  2,463.  With  respect  to  two 
other  counties,  he  had  returns  of  a  similar 
character ;  though  not  frmn  ciuitc  so  au- 
thentic a  source,  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  in  Queen's  County,  the  constituency 
had  fallen  from  2,536  to  1,689;  and  in 
Roscommon,  from  2,192  to  1,059.  Stress 
bad  been  laid  bv  the  noble  Lord  upon  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  deal 
with  the  town  franchise.  He  would  admit 
that  the  same  ambiguities  of  construction 
did  not  prevail  as  to  the  qualifications  for 


voting  in  cities  as  in  countieei  and,  tbcra- 
fore,  that  there  was  so  far  a  lean  impemlire 
call  for  a  remodellinff  of  the  system  in  ibc 
one  Ciise  than  the  other.  But,  at  tliemnie 
time^  most  copious  and  abundant  evidcnee 
would  be  found  in  the  evidence  of  the 
Fictitious  Votes  Committee*  to  prove, 
that  disputes  about  many  points  enn- 
nected  with  value,  equallv  involved  the 
franchise  in  great  towns  as  in  counties.  lo 
ascertaining  the  franchises  of  towns»  there 
was  the  same  evidence  to  goupooi  nandj* 
the  oath  of  the  voter,  and  the  conflicting 
testimony  of -ad  verse  witnesses,  llie  pro- 
portionate scale  of  expenoe,  and  living  in 
this  country  and  Ireland,  would  of  itself 
tend  to  reduce  the  discre|MUiGy  which  tke 
present  proposal  would  at  first  sight  appeer 
to  introduce  in  the  respective  amounts  of 
the  qualification  for  the  two  countries,  and 
he  thought  that  as  they  would  now  have  the 
means  of  ascertaining  and  fixing  the  frsn- 
chise  upon  the  same  uniform  principle,  it 
would  be  better  to  apply  it  to  the  towns 
as  well  as  to  the  counties.  Now  the 
grounds  upon  which  he  would  earnesUy 
hope  the  House  would  sanction  his  measure 
instead  of  the  noble  Lord's  were  these ; 
his  bill  would  remove  doubt;  it  would  pat 
an  end  to  all  disputes ;  it  would  meet  and 
remove  all  the  evils  and  abuses  which  were 
now  most  complained  of ;  it  would  exclude 
all  controversy,  and  counteract  all  thoee 
mischiefs  for  which  legislation  had  been 
expressly  invoked  for  Ireland;  and  would 
efTect  all  this  without  incurring  any 
of  those  embarrasements  and  drawbacks, 
which  so  often  had  been  complained  of 
in  the  system  of  registration  for  England. 
But  there  were  some  other  points  in 
which  he  must  suy  he  thouffht  this  men* 
sure  was  su]ierior  to  the  noble  Lord's.  He 
thought  that  it  was  much  better  that  the 
voter  should  have  facilities  for  establish- 
ing his  claim  before  the  Kime  tribunals  to 
which  he  had  been  acciistome<l  to  resi»rt ; 
and  that  he  should  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  doing  so  once  in  a  quarter. 
He  thought  the  annual  revision  should 
be  confini*d  to  new  mutter.  He  thought 
it  better  also,  that  the  province  of  the  np> 
|)cllate  jurisdiction  should  be  limited  to 
matters  of  law,  and  should  not  indode 
matters  of  fact  which  had  been  already 
ascertained ;  and  lastly,  he  thought  that 
the  judges  of  the  land  ought  not  to  consti- 
tute an  appellate  jurisdiction  of  this  kind. 
These  points,  however,  had  been  nlrendy 
disctissed,  and  if  this  bill  were  nlhnred 
to  ^  into  committee,  they  oouM  ell  he 
considered  in  detail.    He  hoped  that  the- 
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HousCi  in  passing  its  deliberate  rerdict 
upon  these  two  riral  measures  now  before 
them,  would  be  so  far  guided  by  the  spirit 
of  the  Reform  Act  of  1832  as  to  weigh 
deliberately  the  general  features  of  the  two 
measures  in  connection  with  the  principle 
of  that  great  enactment.     He  be^ed  the 
House  to  consider  these  facts,     xhe  bill 
of  the  noble  Lord  would  involve  all  voters, 
cood  and  bad,  all  claims  fair  and  frau- 
dulent in  the  same  series  of  obstructions, 
delays,  appeals,  and  costs;   subject  them 
all  alike  to  restrictions  of  every  descrip;- 
tion,  which  would  have  a  manifest  ten- 
dency to  impair  a  great   and  important 
public  right,  and  must  inevitably  in  the 
end  pinch  and  pare  down  the  elective  fran- 
chise of  Uie  Irish  people  within   wholly 
inadequate  bounds; — and  that  whilst  it 
did  all  this,  it  left  all  these  points  of  dis- 
pute, all  these  prolific  sources  of  discoli- 
tent,  all  these  Ihischiefs  which  had  been 
so  luudiy  lind  so  justly  complained    of, 
wholly  untouched,  uncared  for,  and  unre- 
dressed. On  the  other  hand  the  bilKwhich 
he  (Viscount  Morpeth)  proposed,  whilst  ii 
removed  all  that  train  of  doubts  and  dis- 
puted whidi  at  present  existed,  add  put  in 
thtir  stead  dearness,  plainness,  and  sim- 
plidty,  went  upon  the  pHndple  of  givltag 
instead  of  denying  facilities  for  the  exer- 
cise of  a  great  and  beneficial  public  right, 
and  did  not  shrink,  if  at  the  same  time  it 
comprised  as  a  collateral  means,  some  pos- 
sible future  enlargement  to  a  popular  fran- 
diise,  which  had  been  tob  cooped  up  and 
confided,  and  in  some  approach  to  equality 
in  the  condition  of  those  who  had  at  least 
always  been  called  our  fellow  citizens,  and 
fellow  subjects.  He  was  very  far  frotn  wish- 
ing now>  or  on  any  other  occasion,  to  use 
any  Iflnguageor  to  suggest  any  view  which 
might  be  supposed  to  trench  upon  thr^t 
or  intimidation.    He  would  not,  therefore, 
make    any  reference  to  existing  circuili- 
stances^  or  to  the  times  and  scenes  amidst 
which  they  were  living ;  for  sure  he  was, 
that   the   leaders  on    the  benches  oppo- 
site were  imbued  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
gravity  of  the  subject,  and  the  responsi- 
bility under  which  they  laboured  in  hay- 
ing to  adopt  almost  any  mode  for  dealing 
with  it,  it  would  be  enough  for  him  now 
to  hope  and  believe  that  the  measure  which 
he  had  introduced  to  the  House,  the  prin- 
ciple of  which  commended  itself  to  the 
deliberate  judgments  of  himself  and  his 
colleagues,  and  the  details  of  which  were 
based,  on  the   most  accurate  statements 
of  facts  which  he  could  procure — was  such 


a  measure  sk  was  saited  to  the  pntehl  cif^ 
cumstances  of  tlie  people  of  Ireland)  Mi 
as  would,  if  adopted,  both  en  its  <twn  ao> 
count,  and  as  an  evidence  of  tiie  kind,  and 
oondliatory  feeling  of  the  Palrlikmeiit  If 
this  country*  prove  eminentlr  auspidous 
to  the  future  happiness  of  Ixelandt  It 
could  not  be  denied^  however  the  sul^ect 
might  be  dealt  with  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Coieraine,  that  great  anxiety  and  flgl4 
tation  existed  in  Ireland  at  ^e  ptcseal 
moment;  lie  did  not  mean  to  say,  thai 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  justified  in  eit- 
tertaiuinff  such  dark  bodings  and  impress 
sions  of  the  views  of  the  omiosite  party  in 
regard  to  their  interests ;  but,  lit  the  same 
time,  truth  compelled  him  to  sajr*  that 
there  did  exist  in  that  country  at  tne  prsa 
sent  moment  a  great  ItseJing  of  swebeaa, 
of  apprehension  and  of  disqiuetude.  tie 
thought  there  were  some  Words  of  old  etas* 
sical  wisclom  apposite  to  the  circumstances. 
Heec  Provincial  si  ad  helli  uHlitatemf  n 
ad  pacts  digniiaiem,  retinere  vutiiSf  nm 
mado  a  catamilale  sed  a  tketu  calamitaiU 
est  defendenda.  He  did  not  wish  to  talk.w 
danger,  or  of  a  repeal  oF  the  union,  for  be 
knew  what  a  concurrence  of  parties  there 
would  be  to  resist  such  extremities ;  ba| 
he  thought  a  haUpier  opportunity  now  pine>- 
sented  itself  f6t  re[)Iadng  reelings  of 
amitv  for  tho^  ot  animosity  khd  Jiefaii^ 


tion  which  ^etc  but  too  fast  gH>wing  tib, 
for  restoring  Cotifidenoe  and  for  rivctiug  tm 
union  t\nth  links  mdre  durable  than  la^, 
more  fitm  than  force  could  make  tbetd, 
an  opportunity,  such  as  statesmeb  would  do 
well  to  ponder,  and  patriots  would  liot  M 
easily  tempted  to  despise. 

Debate  adjoui'ti^d.— House  aajoorned.* 
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UOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday f  F^rudry  33,  1641. 

MmuTBs.]    t>etitiom  pmented.    By  Lord  tknnuui, 
London,  iM  SHutkeMot,  fbr  the  MbctHUtlod  bt  Mdl- 
ntlont  in  Hai  of  Ortbi. 

Poor-law  Commission.]  Lord  Abm^ 
ger  presented  a  petition  from  Norwich 
complaining  of  the  operation  of  the  Pe^r 
Law  Act,  particularly  as  regarded  thi 
separation  erhusband  and  wife^and  against 
some  of  the  provisions  in  the  bill  for  el4 
tending  and  renewing  the  Poor<»Liw  com^ 
mission  before  the  House  of  CenAent*.    . 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  objeeted^ 
the  petition  as  irreaolar,  on  account  of  ili 
seeking  to  have  llie  new  bill,  new  bcfoiM 
the  House  of  Commeiis»  imprefed  aid  m 
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ibq;xs  Hcnae. 

Lori  Abm^er  nbi^ftn^.  'hac  the  s«Lt.cn 
oniy  iucuienraiW  r-ifemO,  '  *  'j\e  nil  :n  :ne 
HamK.  oc  G>iiunon.4,  bat  ;n  cr'ttsr  to  3r>- 
Tsnt  any  fiiieuHioiL,   :ie   voaiil   ic  lacs 

Earl  f  ttzvilGasm.  VLid,  hit  jesbr»  Lie 
■obie  snd  leaarud  Lard  v^dnsv  iiia  ce- 
otian,he  ^Esri  Ftxviliam  •iahed  :a  cii: 
the  atzentioa  ar  'Jiesr  Lsr-t ships  ca  i  pi*'.'- 
tiaa  be  heid  in  his  ^ari.  md  :n  v^uiii 
tJle  Bobie  ud  leaned  Lan  toqos^.-*  vrsn  ^ 
isel  considenole  lacemc  The  ceciionen 
flCraaef^  ofe'^ctwi  rn  the  dant.cn  insocsed 
to  be  $1^*91  by  the  bill  :n  'Jus  cdier  Haaae 
te  the  {»w*rof  the  pocr-lavccffioLaHciien. 
Ther  dui  not  cciect  ta  the  dan ^oa,  gc 
evea  the  eacabi;ahaesit  af  i  pKraan^*::: 
ofioe  fer  the  saperatendesce  c/  the  local 
boerds,  baC  thisj  di'l  coi^cc  tc  those  pow- 
ers with  which  i::<  ccmoiiaEGaers  were 
■Qw  gifted,  and  w'^ich  ippeared  u  partake 
alaoat  of  a  le^^iitiT*  chjkncter.  Tsey 
tbooeht.  ir.d  in  this  he  izreed  w.ih  th-ta, 
that  the  pcor-law  ccfTiOiTsaicceri  leeaed  to 
act  Ike  mcac  perscci  :a  power,  as  i/  tfae^ 
were  desircas  to  }trt:«:h  tha:  power  ro  t^e 
vtmost.  Thev  :i)d  receotl^  issaed  an 
order,  which  h^  cocfidered  hi^Ij  is  pro- 
per, camel  J,  that  tie  retam  of  the  guar- 
dians, when  elected,  should  be  made  bj 
the  clerk  of  (he  Lr«:cr.,  iostead  of,  as  for- 
merlr,  by  one  cf  the  parochial  officers. 
As  the  clerk  was  g^'oerallj  a  perscn  of 
legal  habits,  and  the  guardians,  on  the 
contrary,  persons  ignorant  of  law,  the 
clerk  woold  have  a  great  advaotage  over 
them  io  the  erent  of  aoj  dispute  arising 
between  him  and  them,  or  of  his  acting 
improperly.  Residing  in  the  centre  of 
the  union,  he  wouM  exercise  a  control 
orer  the  election  of  the  guardians  in  the 
reoKHest  districts.  Such  of  their  Ijord. 
ships  as  bad  seen  the  bill  biought  into  the 
other  House  would  be  aware  that  it  gave 
power  to  the  commissioners  entirely  to 
•Iter  the  form  of  the  present  unions  as  re- 
garded three  classes  of  the  poor — the  in- 
Moe,  the  infirm,  and  the  infant.  Now, 
with  respect  to  those  three  classes,  the 
commisaiooers  wore  to  be  empowered  to 
alter  the  form  of  every  union  in  the  coun- 
try, with  the  view,  as  it  were,  of  calling 
those  classes  out  of  tl.e  present  workhouses, 
and  placing  each  of  them  in  separate 
unions,  with  regard  to  the  insane  poor, 
he  did  not  entertain  much  objection  to  the 
propoMd  arrangement ;  but,  witb  respect 


far. 


I  ts  *iie  mktm  pvir.  he  bai  the 
•  obveetMM.    ft  wo«i«i  be  e 
>iOQa 
wck.i 
frnm    -le 
ther  had 

:-if»  "J.  1.1  r»ferenci  t:  the 
le  tid  HOC  earri  his  ^w-accxM  \ 
Tiere  were  onnw  reaeowa  wbic 
desinhie  r^  pnvide  sdiccJa  awd 
r':r  i  :arz?r  assber  ti;.iA  the 
toaid  acccmmficiare.  T'ae  geaerai  pnicr 
zi  the  pe'.^ca  wu.  ci^i  the  biil  bow  ' 
:crd  the  Hoorie  o^  Ccmmoiis  mi^\\ 
pass  into  a  Lav.  He  apprehe». 
efer,  rhm£  the  same  oofectioa  that  bi 
lieea  scarted  a^iinat  the  rccepciow  of  &• 
peLtica  josc  before  broogbt  oi  by  Ik 
sccLe  aad  Learned  Lord  opposite  wq«U 
apply  CO  the  preseiu  peticioa. 

The  Mirqvas  of  .Vj9mdDi5y  obnervcd, 
that  th-*  same  cbjeaico  woaid  operate  a 
pent  of  fcra  against  their  Lordships  le- 
cetvisg  the  petit»a  broaght  forward  bj 
u:e  ocble  Eirl.  He  \y^  Marqaea  of 
Xormanby  •  had,  hovevcr,  listened  to  the 
cbserviuxis  cf  the  noble  Earl  wkk  &• 
^ea'est  attention,  and  cauld  asaore  the 
coble  Lx:rd  that  ail  who  were  anxKNis  far 
the  good  working  of  the  Uw  woold  be 
\_  happy  to  receive  suggestioos  for  its  w- 
:  provement.  He  coold  not  sUle  at  preHat 
I  what  prottsioas  he  shoaki  loliodoce  ioio 
j  the  biU,  but  he  woakl  give  the  noble  LordTs 
suggestions  his  very  best  altenlMO. 
Lord  EHembonugk  bad  not  aD< 
from  the  noble  Lord  whether  tbe  ofdber 
alluded  to  was  a  general  ooe,  appljiof  to 
all  unions,  or  a  panicular  one  applicafale 
only  to  some.  [Earl  FiizwUUam  did  oot 
know.^  He  thought  it  would  be  highly 
objectionable  that  the  clerk  of  tbe  nnioo 
should  have  any  influence  over  the  eleciion 
of  the  guardians.  The  clerk  should  be 
made  to  understand  that  he  was  the  ser- 
vant of  the  guardians.  His  opinioa  was, 
that  the  whole  machinery  of  the  Poor-law 
Bill  would  fail  if  there  was  any  attempt  to 
diminish  the  power  or  responsibility  of  the 
guardians  themselves,  it  was  ooly  hj 
giving  them  responsibility  and  power  that 
good  men  would  be  induced  to  come  for- 
ward and  take  the  office. 

Earl  Fiizwilliam  entirely  concurfod  in 
the  views  expressed  by  the  noble  Lord. 
He  suspected  there  were  many  onions  in 
which  the  clerks  endeavoured  to  become 
the  masters  of  the  guardians  inslrnd  of 
their  serrants.    He  woaM  take  the  oppor* 
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tDoitjr  of  teqntiDtiiiB;  th«it  Lordihlpi  thtt 
in  mtnj  utiioni,  where  iho  popnl*tioii  wu 
great,  Uie  cleric  had  ■  fee  of  a  fBrthiog  a 
bead  on  a  conteited  election  in  the  paiiih 
in  which  il  took  place.  Where  the  popu> 
lalion  was  amall  the  fee  was  increased  to  a 
halfpenny. 

liie  Marqaess  of  Norwumbif  had  no 
doobt  thai  the  order  alluded  to  was  a  par- 
ticular order.  He  beliered  there  waa  no 
■ucb  general  order. 


Enfranchiseuent  or  Copyholds.] 
Lord  Brougham  brought  up  the  report  or 
the  committee  on  the  Copyhold  and  Cus- 
tomary Tenure  Bill.  The  committee  had 
made  many  alterations,  and  had  incorpo- 
rated with  the  present  bill  a  considerable 
part  of  the  other  bill  on  the  enfranchise- 
ment of  Copyhold.  He  believed  that  the 
proper  way  would  be  to  move  that  the  re- 
port on  the  first  bill  be  received,  and  to 
move  that  the  report  of  the  other  bill  be 
put  off  for  six  months- 
Ordered  accordingly.  Copyhold  and 
Customary  Tenure  Bill  to  be  printed. 
Copyhold  Enfranchisement  Bill  put  oS*. 

OsSTRDCTIOIt     OP     PaOPtBTX     (IrI' 

LjtiiD).]  Lord  Brmigkam  brought  in  a 
bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the 
deslruciion  of  property  in  Ireland.  The 
Irish  act  wai  the  15th  and  I6th  of 
George  3rd.,  and  it  enabled  persons 
whose  property  was  injured  in  riots  and 
tumults  to  recover  in  some  cases  against 
the  barony,  in  othen  against  the  county. 
But  there  was  also  another  act,  the  19tb 
and  20th  of  George  3rd.,  which  formerly 
was  supposed  to  apply  to  all  the  counties, 
and  enabled  persons  whose  property  was 
damaged  by  burning,  or  whose  csttle 
were  houghed,  to  recover,  under  a  certain 
amount  from  the  barony,  and  above  it 
from  (he  county.  Now,  on  account  of 
the  word  barony  used  in  that  part  of  the 
act,  it  had  recently  been  held,  that  the 
law  did   not  apply  to  the  county  of  the 

^         city  of  Dublin,  where  there  was  no  barony. 

w  He  could  not  doubt  that  this  decision  of 

the  judges  in  Ireland  was  correct  accord- 
ing 10  the  wording  of  the  act.  Bnl  nei- 
ther could  he  ihiulc,  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  ihe  Legislamre  lo  except  the  me- 
tropolis of  the  country  from  the  operation 
of  such  an  act.  The  object  of  this  bill, 
which  he  now  begged  leave  to  propose, 
was  (o  ex|>lain  the  19tb  and  20lh  of  G«a. 


9rd.  and  lo  Mtud  its  <q)aration  lo  tbt 
nil)  and  iu  neighboarhood. 
bronght  in  and  read  a  first  tineh 


CaHADA — DSLAT  IR  PaiXTINO  O^ 

DiNANCEB.]  The  Bishop  of  fiMfn-aaid 
it  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  thojr 
Lordshipa,  that  on  a  previoui  occaaioa 
he  had  referred  to  the  delays  which  hmi 
taken  place  in  priming  certain  ordinaoMs 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  Table  of  their 
Lordships'  House.  Having  been  tbea  ia- 
formed  that  the  delay  was  caused  by  the 
Colonial-office  sending  a  fresh  order  lo  be 
printed,  Ihe  noble  Lord  near  him  under- 
took to  make  inquiry  upon  the  subject, 
and  he  b^ged  leave  now  lo  ask  him  if  be 
had  done  so  ? 

Viscount  OmicaiiRoii  replied,  that  tbe 
delay  bad  been  occaaioned  by  tlie  ordia< 
ance  No.  129  being  under  the  conaidenv- 
lion  of  the  law  oiBcera  of  the  Crown.  It 
had  not  therefore  been  laid  before  tb^ 
Lordships.  The  rest  of  the  papers  tJiea 
printed  were  taken  back  to  the  Colouiid- 
office,  in  order  that  the  paper  in  quesUoB 
might  be  inserted  in  its  proper  place. 
This  caused  a  delay  of  eleven  days,  and 
to  make  up  for  it,  he  would  nnderuke,  an 
tbe  part  of  the  Government^  (bat  the  w 
dinances  should  now  remain  on  the  Table 
eleven  days  longer  than  bad  origiuUj 
been  intended. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  said,  it  waa  for 
their  Lordships  to  say,  whether  they  wen 
satisfied  with  the  noble  Viscount's  expla- 
nation, but,  for  his  own  part,  he  must  D^ 
to  be  excused  from  indicating  the  sligiltest 
symptom  of  approval  of  it.  The  noUe 
Viscount  had  stated,  that  on  the  29th  of 
last  month  he  laid  certain  ordinaooes 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  and  moved, 
ihal  they  should  be  printed,  but  it  nnfiw- 
tunately  happened,  that  an  ordinaoM 
which  ought  to  have  been  amoMst  those 
laid  upon  the  Table  was  not  in  its  plao^ 
because  it  was  at  the  time  under  the  coa- 
uderation  of  the  law  officera  of  the  Crowi. 
What  course  was  taken  upon  this  i'ueo- 
very  ?  Instead  of  coming  down  to  the 
House  and  informing  their  Iiordthips, 
ihat  the  ordinance  in  question  had  bean 
omitted,  and  obtaining  an  order  for  its 
being  printed  among  the  rest,  as  it  was  tbe 
noble  Viscount's  bouaden  duty  to  bwt 
done,  he  smuggled  it  into  its  ^ace,  ai^ 


iw  eipected  their  Lordships  to  pais  oi^ 
such  a  gross  act  of  iadiacretion — ht  ns 
unwilliiif  to  use  a  ftiongei  word,  [iwvrr 
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He 
s^r  1    Th**  "'"'"^  iV  rw^^unr  could  find 

M^tfb'^f  J^".hio  Viscount  laughed  at 
Miri^^  I W  ortlcr,  nndthe  whole  of 
flSr  '*''''  ,rM     According  to  the  no- 

bJl^  vmv""j  ^^^^^.|,^  i^n  presented  to  the 
J»i»»»»*'*  .  I,rtj  nrvcr  been  laid  upon  the 
|M«*    '  .|  ij  ^„5  printed.     This  was  a 
l^'*'**  "which  ought  not   to  be   treated 
^*^^f^    There  had  In  this  case  been,  he 
Sllr/not  f^ns  negligence  only,  but  a  seri- 
h'parlurc  from   that   ingenuousness 
**  hich  the  House  had  a  right  to  expect. 
-V  lYJghcd  to  know  whether  the  noble 
Vi»count  meant  to  pledge  himself  that  the 
Jlousc  should  have  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
drcMWg  her  Majesty  relative  to  the  ordi- 
nance in  question  within  thirty  days,  dat- 

ing  ffon*  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  present  month  ? 

viscount  Melbourne  did  not  believe 
that  any  injury  had  resulted  from  the  mis- 
take which  had  furnished  the  right  rev. 
Prelate  with  the  ground  of  his  complaint. 
Ft  certainly  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  all 
the  papers  in  the  list  had  not  been  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  their  Lordships*  House 
tt  once.  It  was  impossible  to  deny  that 
there  had  been  some  little  irregularity; 
bnt  there  was  no  pretence  for  charging  his 
noble  Friend  with  any  want  of  ingenuous- 
ness; and  he  must  say  that  the  right  rev. 
Prelate,  in  doing  so,  reminded  him  of 
those  persons  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
accusing  others  of  wanting  that  in  which 
they  were  most  deficient  ihcmsolves.  The 
right  rev.  Prelate  greatly  exaggerated  the 
inconvenience  which  might  arise  from  the 
irregularity  which  had  occurred.  The  or- 
dinance in  question  was  not  one  of  great 
importanre,  nor  one  to  which  the  right 
rev.  Prelate  was  likely  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  ihc  House,  lie  (Viscount  Mel- 
bourne) was  desirous  that  the  spirit  of  the 
act  should  be  complied  with,  and  that 
their  Lordships  shcnld  h:ivc  the  fullest 
opportunity  for  considrrinjj  the  ordinances, 
and  to  address  her  Miiji^sty  with  respect 
tu  them  if  they  thought  proper.  It  would 
be  im|)Ossihle,  by  any  ai^reenu'nt,  as  the 
right  lev.  Prtflatc  seemed  to  imagine,  to 
give  to  an  addri'ss  of  tlieir  Lordships  a 
force  which  it  did  not  possess  by  law. 
The  address  must  be  mult*  within  thirty 
diiy^  after  tiie  ordiiiiinres  were  laid  upon 
the  Table,  lie  spoke  dftnbtingly  on  this 
point,  however,  and  if  it  I'miM  l>e  arrang- 
ed, the  thiriy  days  slioiiM  conuncnce  from 


the  time  the  P29th  ordinance   had  been 
given  out  to  be  printed. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter :  That  was  the 
16th  of  the  month. 

Viscount  Dimcannon  hcz'^^  to  inform 
the  right  rev.  Prelate  that  he  had  no  wish 
to  treat  the  matter  with  any  undue  levity. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said  the  inteo* 
tion  of  the  act  was,  to  give  Parliament  a 
full  opportunity  of  considering  the  ordi- 
nances issued  by  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment. The  practice  adopted  had  last 
Session  given  general  satisfaction.  If 
upon  the  present  occasion  a  little  delay 
had  occurred,  the  right  rev.  Prelate  had 
only  to  bring  forward  any  motion  he  might 
think  necessary  a  few  days  earlier. 

Lord  Ellcnhorough  suggested  that  in 
future  a  copy  of  the  ordinances  should  re- 
main u|)On  the  Table,  and  another  copy  be 
sent  to  the  printer. 

The  Bishop  of  Exeter  wished  to  know 
distinctly  whether  the  noble  Viscount 
would  undertake  that  the  cabinet  would 
advise  her  Majesty  not  to  give  her  consent 
to  the  ordinances  until  thiity  days  had  ex* 
pired  from  the  16th  instant. 

Viscount  Duncannon :  Certainly. 

The  Bishop  of  Exctrr  said,  he  would  not 
then  trouble  the  House  that  night  by  pre- 
senting the  petition  of  which  he  had  given 
notice.  He  would  present  it  on  a  future 
day,  and  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  petitioners  came  before  their  I^ord- 
ships,  and  thus  afford  an  opportunity  for 
considering  the  tjuestion  before  he  sub- 
mitted any  motion  on  the  subject.  He 
gave  notice  that  he  would  present  the  pe- 
tition on  Thursday,  the  4ih  of  March. 

Lord  El lenborough  said,  that  if  the  right 
lev.  Prolate  intended  to  bring  forward  a 
motion  taking  the  same  view  of  the  ques- 
tion as  the  petitioners,  it  would  [ye  a  great 
convenience  to  the  House  if  he  would 
allow  some  days  to  intervene  between  the 
presentation  of  th.e  petition  and  the 
motion. 

The  Bishop  of  Kxttrr  sai<l  that  was  his 
intention.  He  hopc<l,  when  he  presented 
the  petition,  to  hear  the  0[iinions  of  noble 
Lonis  on  the  qucs'ion,  und  tiicir  opinions 
would,  as  thoy  ou^lii,  h.ivn  great  ilFcrt 
upon  his  <lc('ision  as  to  \\hc(ht.r  or  not  he 
should  fonnd  any  motion  on  the  [jetition. 
— Suhjuct  at  an  end. 

A  I'M  IMS  ru\  I  ION  or  JrsiK  K — Cijm- 
t*l-.NHAi  ION.']  I.ofil  /.i/nr/Auis/  bpggrd 
to  call  the  attrntion  of  the  noble  Viscount 


A 
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last  nighty  if  he  did  not  think  the  Btate- 
menti  made  in  that  speech  were  more 
suited  to  a  discourse  in  some  popular  as- 
sembly than  to  a  speech  from  an  hon. 
Member  to  that  House.  He  conceived 
(hat  the  History  of  Ireland  for  the  last 
half  century,  was  a  sufficient  answer  to 
the  charges  of  hostility  to  the  Irish  people 
brought  against  his  party.  Since  the  year 
1788,  they  had  founded  tiieir  policy  to- 
wards that  country  on  principles  of  kind- 
ness and  conciliation.  Link  by  link  the 
chains  which  bound  the  Irish  people  had 
been  struck  ofT;  and  he  could  not  now 
discover  the  least  difference  between  the 
condition  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics 
and  that  of  their  Protestant  countrymen. 
The  statutes  which  had  been  passed  of 
late  years  had  been  introduced  in  part  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
and  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  was  showing 
the  wisdom  of  their  policy.  At  the  pre- 
sent day  he  saw  no  diminution  of  that 
good  will.  He  found  it  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Tam- 
worth,  when  introducing  the  Catholic  Re- 
lief Bill,  that  he  preferred  carrying  out 
its  details  on  principles  of  generous  con- 
fidence rather  than  attempting  to  impair 
the  value  of  the  concession  by  any  vexa- 
tious restrictions.  He  believed,  that  that 
was  still  the  course  which  the  partv  led 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  willing 
to  pursue.  He  remembered  that  it  had 
been  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Pembroke  on  the  Irish  Corporation  Bill, 
that  his  party  did  not  intend  to  act  on  a 
narrow  and  exclusive  policy  towards  Ire- 
land ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
added  that  such  an  attempt  could  no  more 
be  carried  into  effect  than  the  sun  could 
go  back  from  the  dial.  In  that  opinion 
he  fully  coincided.  The  noble  Lord,  how- 
ever, in  the  course  of  his  speech  last 
night,  complained  of  the  effects  which  the 
bill  introduced  by  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire,  would  have 
on  the  interests  of  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  Ireland.  The  noble  I«ord  stated 
that  the  bill  was  full  of  snares  and  dangers 
which  the  most  reckless  only  would  be 
willing  to  encounter.  If,  however,  it  were 
true  that  the  bill  contained  clauses  of  a 
restricted  nature,  those  clauses  could  be 
altered  in  committee;  and  for  his  own 
part,  he  would  not  give  his  vote  for  any 
clause  that  could  tend  unduly  to  re- 
strict the  franchise,  or  to  throw  vexatious 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  claimant.  But 


(COMMONS)  ftrelandj.  864 

the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  eppotitt  wit 
not  a  bill  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  the  registration,  but  a  bill  lo 
alter  the  franchise  by  placing  jt  on  a  basis 
materially  low,  and  one  which  he  thought 
he  should  be  able  to  show  was  not  cal- 
culated to  benefit  either  the  agricul- 
tural or  social  improvement  of  Ireland  — 
— and  one  that,  instead  of  conducing  to 
the  real  independence  of  the  elector,  was 
calculated  to  injure  it,  and  to  prevent  the 
electors  from  exercising  a  proper  control 
over  their  representatives.  He  need  bardlj 
say  a  word  on  the  question  of  the  valua- 
tion which  had  been  so  fully  discussed  last 
night.  That  valuation  made  by  the  noble 
Lord's  own  Commissioners  had  not  been 
made  according  to  the  provisbnt  of  ihe 
Poor-law  Act,  and  was,  m  fact,  a  fraud 
upon  the  landlords  in  favour  of  the  ten- 
ants ;  and  instead  of  throwing  overboard 
such  a  valuation,  the  noble  Lord  brought 
it  forward  as  the  foundation  of  his  bill  tof 
giving  an  extension  to  the  franchise.  He 
thought  the  noble  Lord  ought  at  least  to 
have  laid  aside  his  bill  for  a  time,  in  order 
to  see  how  that  valuation  would  hate 
worked.  With  respect  to  the  question  of 
the  lowering  of  the  franchise,  most  Gen- 
tlemen acquainted  with  the  existiug  fran* 
chise  in  Ireland  Would  agree  with  him  that 
it  wuuld  require  eight  Irish  acres  ofground, 
well  cultivated,  with  a  good  home,  to  be 
held  at  a  very  low  rent,  or  at  no  rent  at 
all,  in  order  to  confer  the  franchiae  opoa 
the  holder,  according  to  the  beneficial  in- 
terest test  which  he  should  throughout  hia 
argument  assume  to  be  the  proper  test  lor 
the  conferring  of  the  franchise.  Noweicht 
Irish  acres  were  equal  to  twelve  English 
acres.  According  to  the  report  of  the  valu- 
ator of  the  Lurgan  union,  all  the  land  in 
that  union  was  valued  at  \L  5t.  the  Eng- 
lish acre,  therefore  the  51.  value  would 
confer  the  franchise  upon  the  holder  of 
four  English  acres ;  thus  in  the  union  of 
Lurgan  the  possession  of  one«lhird  the 
land  required  at  present  would  confer  the 
franchise,  and  in  the  county  of  Longfoid 
the  possession  of  one-half  would  prMOce 
the  same  effect.  He  thought  that  must  be 
admitted  to  be  a  great  Towering  of  the 
franchise.  The  evils  of  bribery  were  Teh 
in  the  time  of  the  40i.  freeholders,  but  lie 
thought  that  those  evils  would  be  magni- 
fied by  the  provisions  of  the  noble  Lord's 
bill,  for  the  franchise  proposed  by  that  bill 
was  very  little  above  that  of  the  40f .  free- 
holders.   With  regard  to  the    nonbeta 
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likely  to  be  admitted  under  the  franchise 
of  the  noble  Lord,  he  found  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  union  of  Lurgan,  which  con- 
tained the  county  of  Armagh,  there  was 
39,847  acres,  the  whole  county  containing 
about  128,000,  and  in  that  county  there 
were  about  22,144  tenements  which  would 
qualify  their  occupiers  to  have  the  fran- 
chise, while  in  that  county  the  persons 
employinglabourers  did  not  exceed  17,000. 
Upon  the  point  of  what  would  best  pro- 
mote the  social  improvement  of  Ireland 
he  begged  leave  to  quote  the  opinion  of  a 
man  who  was  much  respected  even  by 
Gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  he  alluded  lo  Mr.  Blake,  the  Chief 
Remembrancer  of  Ireland  ;  it  was  given 
fifteen  years  ago,  but  he  (Mr.  Young) 
had,  he  believed,  good  reason  to  say,  that 
he  retained  the  same  opinion  up  to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Blake's  opinion  was, 
that  by  raising  the  franchise  from  40s.  to 
a  lOZ.  beneHcial  occupation,  the  country 
would  be  much  improved.  That  opinion 
was  quoted  with  much  approbation  by 
Lord  Hatherton  when  he,  as  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  brought  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
franchise  for  that  country.  Much  had 
been  said  in  favour  of  the  Belgian  system; 
but  looking  at  all  the  recent  writers  upon 
the  state  of  that  country,  it  was  proved 
that  they  were  in  a  wretched  condition  ; 
that  after  severe  and  incessant  labour,  and 
practising  the  most  rigid  economy,  they 
were  scarcely  able  to  keep  their  heads 
above  water.  That  system  might  answer 
in  that  country,  which  was  still  in  a  state 
of  transition,  but  it  would  not  do,  and 
ought  not  to  be  attempted  to  be  forced 
upon  a  people  like  the  Irish,  who  had 
borne  their  difficulties  and  privations  in  a 
most  surprisingly  peaceable  manner.  They 
had  recently  added  to  these  claims  by  a 
fresh  title  to  the  sympathy  and  good  feel- 
ing of  the  people  of  England.  No  people 
had  given  more  signal  marks  of  resolution 
of  purpose  and  energy  of  character  than 
the  people  of  Ireland  in  rescuing  them- 
selves from  the  evils  of  intoxication.  He 
trusted  that  the  reformation  might  be  as 
lasting  as  its  benefits  were  obvious  and 
important.  It  was  desirable  that  the  con- 
stituencies should  be  sufficiently  numerous, 
that  when  some  particular  subject  inflamed 
the  public  mind,  they  should  have  suffi- 
cient weight  in  numbers  and  respectability 
to  stem  the  torrent  of  popular  violence.  In 
the  year  1784  it  was  the  general  feeling  of 
the  justice  and  sound  policy  of  bis  mea- 
V0L.LV1.     {S^} 


sures  that  placed  Mr.  Pitt  in  power,  and 
ensured  the  safety  of  the  state.  On  ano« 
ther  occasion  of  later  date  in  their  own 
times^  which  it  was  not  very  palatable  to  a 
Conservative  to  refer  to — he  meant  the 
Reform  Bill — he  conceived  that  it  was  the 
constituencies  who  raised  themselves  ia 
opposition  to  the  aristocracy,  and  thereby 
probably  averted  the  riots  and  bloodshed 
which  would  have  ensued  in  the  event  of 
the  measure  having  been  rejected.  Ia 
Ireland  there  were  other  influences  besides 
those  of  the  landlord.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  details  of  that  much  controverted 
question,  whether  the  political  power  which 
the  Roman  Catholic  clerey  of  Ireland  pos* 
sessed  was  obtained  by  legitimate  means, 
or  was  used  for  legitimate  purposes;  but 
this  he  would  say,  that  firmly  attached  as 
he  was  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Established 
Church— great  as  was  the  respect  he 
entertained  for  the  ministers  of  that 
church, — yet  not  even  in  their  hands 
would  he  wish  to  see  that  vast  amount 
of  irresponsible  political  power  which  was 
undoubtedly  wielded  by  the  clergymen  of 
the  Catholic  Church  in  Ireland.  Now 
upon  those  considerations,  and  wishing 
to  do  what  was  fair  and  just,  and  looking 
to  what  was  the  present  defective  state  of 
information  on  the  subject  of  valuation, 
he  felt  bound  to  oppose  the  precipitate 
measure  now  sought  to  be  introduced. 
When  he  looked  to  the  amount  of  qualifi- 
cation granted  by  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  when  he  saw  in  that  an  index  of  the 
ideas  of  Government,  he  owned  he  felt 
apprehensions.  It  seemed  to  him  that  a 
step  was  taken  in  an  entirely  wrong  direc- 
tion, and  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  sound 
policy,  and  opposed  to  those  anticipations 
entertained  and  held  out  to  the  country 
by  the  statesmen  who  changed  the  40s. 
freeholders  to  10/.  freeholders.  The  mea- 
sure of  the  noble  Lord  would  destroy  the 
political  power  of  the  country,  by  putting 
the  elective  franchise  in  the  hands  of  a 
second-rate  and  less  desirable  class  of 
persons.  It  would  diminish  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  elector  and  increase  the 
expense  of  elections,  and  would  per- 
petuate that  low  and  degraded  state 
from  which,  under  the  influence  of  hap- 
pier circumstances,  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  steadily,  though  slowly  emerging. 
If  the  great  change  so  mysteriously  pre- 
pared—so suddenly  brought  before  the 
public — if  that  great  change  now  pro- 
posed which  went  to  unsettle  all  the 
2F 
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arrangements  of  the  Reform  Act  and  to  l  886,439/.  a-year,  and  he  believed  it  woul4 
alter  even  the  Emancipation  Act,  should  ,  be  found  that  the  present  number  ofelec- 
be  adopted  there  would  be  no  ratification  tors  in  that  county  was  not  more  th^ 
so  strong  that  would  not  be  considered  |  2,000.  The  time  bad  now  come  i|bcn 
most  easily  changed  on  the  slightest !  the  Government  had  fairly  grappled  with 
causes.  He  would,  therefore,  oppose  the  the  subject,  and  he  regarded  the  present 
measure  now  sought  to  be  passed  into  bill  as  one  that  would  amend  the  Irish 
law.  Reform   Bill.     He  considered  that  a  bill 

Mr.  Smith  O'Brien  said,  from  the  ad-  which  would  settle  the  franchise,  and 
mission  made  by  the  hon.  Member,  he  would  give  a  good  system  of  registralipn 
thought  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  in  Ireland,  would  be  productive  of  greet 
he  would  be  found  supporting  the  exten- 1  good,  and  such  a  bill  was  the  one  now 
sion  of  the  franchise  in  Ireland.  As  re-  j  under  the  consideration  of  the  House* 
garded  the  tendency  of  the  present  bill.  All  parties  had  admitted,  that  the  present 
he  denied  that  it  would  create  an  inferior  state  of  things  was  not  sound.  The 
class  of  voters,  ambitious  only  of  possess-  '  question  then  came  to  be,  was  it  not  pee- 
\f\%  political  power,  or  that  it  would  lead  ;  sible  so  to  reform  the  basis  of  the  fren- 
to  a  subdivision  of  property.  In  the  ear-  !  chise  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 
lier  part  of  his  speech  the  noble  Lord, :  Many  attempts  had  been  made  of  li|te 
who  led  the  attack  on  the  measure  last  \  years  to  effect  that.  Sir  M.  O'LogfaUn, 
night,  had  resorted  to  the  usual  source  of  |  when  in  that  House,  had  proposea  end 
much  argument — Hansiird;  but  most  as-  '  carried  a  bill  which  defined  the  francbiee, 
suredly  the  charge  of  inconsistency  he  ;  but  the  consequence  was,  that  it  wes 
had  founded,  on  his  reference  to  the '  thrown  out  in  the  Lords.  The  preaeot 
Debates,  against  the  noble  Secretary  for  i  Attorney -general  brought  in  bills  for  the 
Ireland,  came  with  a  peculiarly  ill  grace  |  same  purpose  last  year,  but  he  found  that 
from  the  noble  Member  for  North  l^nca- '  there  was  not  the  slightest  chance  of  hit 
sliire.  The  noble  Lord  himself  was  in  |  meeting  with  any  support.  The  only 
many  cases  more  open  to  the  charge  of  j  thing  then  was  to  take  a  new  basis  for 
inconsistency.  The  noble  Lord  had  com- 1  the  franchise,  and  they  had  adopted  that 
plained  that  a  5/.  rent,  and  not  a  5/. ,  basis  which  had  been  most  praised  by  the 
profit  was  adopted  as  the  test  for  the  Conservative  party,  and  more  especiallj 
franchise  in  the  Government  measure;  '••''•  •* 
but  the  fact  was,  that  the  Poor-law  valua- 
tion in  Ireland,  was  so  low  that  if  the 
profit  test  were  adopted  under  it  the  Irish 
constituencies  would  be  annihdated.  All 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  advanced  against 
the  valuation  now  going  on,  made  in  fact 
against  his  own  side  of  the  question  ;  for 

the  lower  he  showed  that  valuation  to  be,  '  basis  as  would  bring  them  to' somewhere 
the  more  it  established  the  fitness  of  a  .5/.  i  near  that  amount.     He  would  take  the 


by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  bf 
Tam worth,  and  the  hon.  and  lei|mBd 
Member  for  Exeter.  When  they  fimnd 
that  the  constituencies  of  Ireland  did  QOt 
amount  to  one-half  of  the  eitent  propoead 
by  the  authors  of  the  Reform  Bill ;  snrelyi 
then,  it  became  their  duty  to  place  the 
standard  for  the  franchise  upon  such  % 


franchise.  The  noble  I«ord  had  ended 
his  address  to  the  House  by  quotations 
and  arguments,  to  show  that  though  the 
indispositionof  the  landlords  to  gram  leases 


county  of  Cork  for  an  illustration;  io 
1834  the  population  of  that  county  waa 
703,716,  the  value  of  land  was  1,137,942/. 
and  the  constituency  was  about  2,000; 


to  tenants  was  one  cause  of  the  small  apparently  there  were  more,  but  makior 
number  of  the  constituency  of  Ireland  as  '  allowance  for  deaths  and  removals  the 
compared  ^^ith  the  constituency  in  Eng-  j  number  of  the  constituency  would  be  foun4 
land,  yet  that  the  main  cause  was  the  i  to  be  about  2|000,  which  gave  only  oiie 
fioverty  of  the  country.  The  noble  Lord  ;  elector  to  every  400  inhabitants.  In  rer 
could  scarcely  be  ignorant  of  the  value  of  fcrcnce  to  the  valuation  there  waa  only 
property  in  Ireland,  and  he  would,  with  one  voter  to  every  500/.  of  rental.  W99 
the  permission  of  the  IIou«e,  advert  to  '  that  the  case  in  any  county  in  England? 
that  part  of  the  country  in  which  the  For  his  own  part  he  was  of  opinioo  thai, 
noble  Lord  was  a  landlord.  In  Tipperary  keeping  the  tenure  with  the  5/.  ratiofi 
the  population  in  1831  was  402,000,  and  j  tiie  number  of  voters  in  the  registrj 
in  the  valuation  by  Mr.  Oriflith  in  1832,  the  •  would  be  smaller  than  at  present  thuun 
valuation  uf  the  land  in  that  county  was  |  the  number  of  bona  fide  electors  mighi  if 
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somewhat  enlarged.  He  was  glad,  there- 
fore, the  Government  had  erred  on  the 
side  of  liberality,  ifany  error  there  was,  ^nd 
they  acted  wisely  not  to  place  the  franchise 
upon  a  higher  basis.  At  the  same  time 
he  thought  they  would  have  followed  out 
a  more  constitutional  principle  if  the  fran- 
chise had  been  granted  to  the  tenantry  of 
Ireland  without  reference  to  tenure  at  all. 
He  did  not  think  it  wise  in  any  country 
to  give  the  landlords  the  power  of  with- 
holding the  rights  of  citizenship  from  the 
people.  In  that  opinion  he  concurred 
with  the  Ulster  Association;  and  he  should 
say,  in  reference  to  the  report  of  that  as- 
sociation which  had  been  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  Lord,  that  he  had  never  read  a 
more  able  and  comprehensive  document 
on  the  whole  question  of  registration. 
He  would  add,  that  if  the  noble  Lord 
followed  the  recommendations  it  con- 
tained, he  could  not  be  much  at  variance 
with  the  opinions  entertained  by  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House.  He 
regretted,  however,  that  the  bill  of  the 
Government  did  not  abolish  the  necessity 
for  the  payment  of  rates  and  taxes,  with 
the  exception  of  the  poor-rates.  He  sup- 
ported the  bill  heartily,  because  at  all 
events,  it  accomplished  one  object — that 
of  registration,  and  while,  on  the  one 
hand,  it  removed  bad  votes,  on  the  other, 
it  afforded  great  facilities  to  obtain  the 
franchise  by  all  who  were  entitled  to  it. 
Registration  ought,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  be  made  as  perfect  as  possible,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  6nal,  and  that  the  free- 
holders might  not  be  exposed  to  vexation 
and  expense.  He  objected  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  poll  in  Ireland,  and  wished  the 
law  to  be  assimilated  to  that  of  England  ; 
but  although  more  might  have  been  in- 
cluded in  the  bill  than  he  found  in  it, 
he  was  grateful  to  Ministers  for  its  pro- 
visions, and  p:ave  them  his  hearty  support. 
The  noble  Lord  had  said,  that  the  bill 
never  could  pass  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  but  he  (Mr.  Smith  O'Brien) 
could  not  believe,  that  a  measure  founded 
not  so  much  in  generosity  as  in  justice 
would  not  be  made  the  law  of  the  land. 

Sir  Robert  Bateson  said,  that  it  would 
ill  become  him,  after  the  luminous  expo- 
sition they  had  heard  from  his  noble 
Friend,  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire, 
to  enter  into  any  lengthened  detail  of  the 
merits  of  the  bill  then  before  the  House; 
bur,  nevertheless,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  as 
tlie  representative  of  an  intelligent  Irish 


constituency,  to  get  up  in  his  place  and 
to  prevent  any  misrepresentation  of  their 
sentiments,  such  as  the  House  had  heard 
during  tlie  last  evening's  debate.  His 
hon.  Friend,  who  had  just  sat  down,  had, 
as  far  as  he  could  understand  him,  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  there  should  be  in- 
troduced in  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite, a  clause  providing  that  the  polling 
should  be  taken  as  in  England,  in  several 
districts  at  the  same  time.  In  this  with 
he  cordially  concurred  with  his  hon. 
Friend — indeed  he  was  anxious  for  it  for 
many  reasons ;  but  as  for  the  other  argu- 
ment his  hon.  Friend  had  used,  he  must 
say,  that  he  was  entirely  opposed  to  it. 
He  understood  his  hon.  Friend  to  state, 
that  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire  had  asserted  that  the  landlord 
had,  and  ought  to  have,  a  right  to  thwart 
and  control  his  tenantry  in  an  unconstitu- 
tional manner  in  the  exercise  of  the  fran- 
chise. He  had  understood  his  noble 
Friend  to  say — and  in  the  sentiment  he 
cordially  concurred — that  in  the  state  of 
society  which  at  present  existed,  when 
there  was  a  good,  a  kind,  and  a  generous 
landlord,  and  where  there  were  as  a  na- 
tural consequence  happy  and  grateful 
tenants,  the  latter  might  reasonably  be 
expected  to  go  to  some  extent  with  thp 
wishes  of  their  landlord  in  the  exercise  of 
the  franchise.  That  was  what  he  under- 
stood to  have  been  the  meaning  of  his 
noble  Friend.  He  fully  entertained  that 
sentiment;  bethought  such  an  arrange- 
ment must  be  beneBcial  to  both  parties, 
and  that  without  it  the  intimate  and 
friendly  connexion  which  should  subsist 
between  landlord  and  tenant  must  be  dis- 
solved. He  was  proud  to  say,  that  in  the 
part  of  the  country  from  which  he  came 
such  a  state  of  things  existed,  and  the 
tenant  rarely  exercised  his  franchise  with- 
out consulting  his  landlord.  At  the  same 
time  the  landlords  did  not,  nor  should  he 
wish  them  to  do  so,  attempt  to  control  a 
tenant  who  conscientiously  differed  from 
them  in  political  opinion.  If  a  tenant 
were  to  come  to  him  (Sir  Robert  Bateson) 
and  say,  **  Sir,  I  am  extremely  sorry,  but 
1  cannot  conscientiously  vote  as  you  do," 
he  would  call  such  tenant  an  honest  and 
conscientious  man,  and  would  give  him 
credit  for  his  independence,  and  would 
desire  him  to  exercise  his  franchise  -as  he 
thought  best  himself.  This  was  not,  how- 
ever, the  state  of  things  in  another  part  of 
the  country.  He  had  that  day  received  a 
2  F2 
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letter  from  Limerick,  in  which  his  com-  !  compelling  the  people  to  ogn  u  tfaej  west 
tpoodcnt  aaici,  I  ''-ur.     It  fias,  in  fact,  a  peticioo.  tke  flg- 

^ «         1.1,^1.  - '  natures  to  which  comprised  all  the  ruk 

**  You  Will  hear  It  alleffefl,  :n  the  cimne  ot        j    •  .  n-  .t    — -l     #  ■— i»j 

the  debate,  that  rhe  coaSioincies  ot  IreUod  .  ^^^  inlelligeace  in  the  nonh  of  Irdud 
are  extremely  smaii,  in  proportion  to  the  En?-  I  ^^^  represented  a  mfllion  and  •half  of 
l.ah  cooiiituenc.es  ;  ami  von  w.ii  Uear  virioua  .  property.  This,  he  trusted,  woold  be  a 
rea.'icna  given  for  it:  but  I  will  *ell  y-iu  ihe  ,  aufficieni  answer  to  the  asMrtina  of  the 
real  one— it  U  the  iinwillin-jne^i  '■-f  t.!n.inrd  lo  hon.  Member  tor  Halifax,  chat  the  people 
reffUter ;  becaiwe  in  lo  doinsr  they  brini  them-  ^f  (re;  id  J  were  united  against  his  noble 
seJVes  into  «r.bicneitheriwith  their  landlords.  Friend'*  bill.  Bu!  this  was**  not  all.  There 
or  their  priesu.  |  ^^^,j  .j^^^^j^  ^^^  preaented  to  the  Hooae  a 

It  was  further  stated,  in  the  letter,  th^t  petition  wiih  upwards  of  40.000  signa- 
a  tenant  came  to  a  landlord,  wl.o  wished  turei,  cGrspriiin^  ihe  we;ilih  atnd  intelli* 
him  to  register,  and  SJiicf,  ^encr  of  the  other  provinces.    The  hon. 

"  For  God's  lake  do  not  ask  me  to  reainer ;  j  Meuiber  fur  Lmerick  Lad  referred  to  what 
I  have  the  hiv^hest  re^rd  for  vou  and  ycur  was  calleii  the  Ulster  Li'oeral  Association. 
family,  and  am  roost  anxious  ro  oblij;e  you.  This  association  some  liffle  siuce  poblished 
but  if  I  do  I  mnu  leave  the  country,  for  there  ^  report  approvioji:  of  the  principles  of  hb 
viill  be^an  end  to  all  pear.e  for  me  and  my  „q,^,^  Ffieud-f  bill.  But  since  that  Ume 
^"^  ^'  ti.ev  bad  another  meeting — a  great  meet- 

This  was  the  sort  of  intimidation  that  j  ing,  as  it  was  called — which  consisted  of 
was  practised — the  dearh's-head  and  cross-  i  eighty- five  persons,  who  assembled  in  the 
bones  were  held  up  to  them,  and  they  !  town  of  Belfast,  and  styled  themselfes  the 
should  qnit  the  country,  for  it  would  be  Constitutional  Association  of  Ireland. 
impossible  to  live  in  it  with  any  comfort,  |  When  these  persons  discussed  Ihe  very 
from  the  dread  of  assassination  on  the  one  ^  bill  which  was  now  the  subject  of  diiens- 
hand,  and  the  denunciations  of  ctem  il  sion,  he  believed  there  were  eighty-five 
punishment  on  the  other.  Under  tbes-  ditTerent  opinioiis  respecting  it^io  many, 
circumstances,  it  was  not  to  Ijc  wondere.*!  indeed,  thdt  the  meeting  separated  with- 
at,  that  landlords  should  refuse  farilitit  s  out  coming  to  any  resolution.  One  gen- 
for  the  e  I  tension  of  the  franchise  :  this  was  Mem  an  w.i<  for  universal  suffrage,  another 
what  made  the  constituency  m  small  its  for  household  suffrage— one  for  a  lOIL. 
compared  with  the  population,  which  hwl  and  one  for  a  6/.  franchise;  but  lie  begged 
been  so  much  dwelt  on.  The  hon.  Mem-  to  remind  the  hon.  Memt)er  for  Huins 
ber  for  Halifax  (^Mr.  C.  Wood)  had  sai*l, .  that  no  one  even  at  that  meeting  weotio 
that  all  parties  in  Ireland  were  united  low  as  a  5/.  franchise.  With  the  greatest 
against  Lord  Stanley's  bill.  Now,  so  f>r  radical  among  them  6/.  was  the  lowett 
from  that  being  the  case,  he  was  coii-  proposal.  Why,  a  .5/.  franchise  under  the 
vinced  that  there  was  a  great  majority  in  proposed  plan  wciuld  in  fact  be  lower  thaa 
Ireland  in  favour  of  that  mr-asuic.  11.-  the  far-famed  405.  freehold  franchiae, 
was  quite  sure  (hat  such  was  the  case  m  which  had  been  considered  on  all  hands 
the  part  of  Ireland  where  he  resided.  Tl.v  to  be  the  bane  of  licland.  All  the  mis- 
hon.  Member  of  course  knew  that  Wlstn  fortunes  of  licland  had  arisen  from  the 
was  one  of  the  four  provinces,  and  n-t  lOs.  system.  By  it  tenants  were  driven 
the  least  important  one,  fur  intcllit^enrt ,  like  flocks  of  t^hecp  to  the  hustings,  and 
wealth,  and  respectability ;  und  lie  couM  were  a  cla«s  of  votcis  which  even  the 
tell  the  hon.  Member  that  the  great  ma-  greatest  liberals  and  patriots  of  the  day 
jority  of  the  people  of  that  province  had  |  were  anxious  to  get  rid  of.  He  would  tall 
declared  themselves  in  favour  of  iIk;  bill  of  ,  the  House  a  fact,  und  in  doing  so  he  ad* 
his  noble  Fiieiid  the  .Member  for  North  dressed  himiielf  to  Engli!»h  Gentlemen. 
Lancashire.  A  petition  had  been  printed  who,  he  trusted,  would  look  to  the  in* 
\\\  its  favour  on  the  former  evening,  signed  i  trinsic  mciil'^  of  the  bill  itself,  and  not  lo 
by  00,000  persons,  not  one  of  whom  was  i  the  (|ui-stion  of  whether  or  not  the  exiit« 
lower  than  a  farmer,  and  every  one  of.'euce  of  the  Oovernment  depended  On  its 
whom  had  alFixcd  his  own  signature  ami  |  adoption.  In  the  heart  of  the  coanly 
place  of  abode.  That  was  no  |>etiiion  fiuin  which  he  came  there  were  two  large 
originated  at  a  hole-and-coiner  meeting,  properties  nearly  equal  in  sixe  and  valna. 
nor  one  to  which  sign.ittireH  had  been  ob-  On  one  there  were  registered,  under  the 
lained  by  shutting  the  chapel  doors  and    old  system,  1,200  40s.  fretiholilen;  whlf 
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on  the  other  there  were  none,  leases  only 
being  given  for  a  few  years.  What  was 
the  result?  At  the  time  of  the  Reform 
Bill,  the  property  which  had  been  let  at 
will,  or  on  short  leases,  registered  300 
10/.  freeholders  ;  while,  on  the  other,  only 
ten  could  qualify  to  that  amount.  This 
was  a  fact  uf  which  he  was  himself  cogni- 
sant, and  which  fully  proved  the  evils  of  a 
low  franchise.  This  was  a  subject  that 
ought  not  to  be  made  a  party  question, 
but  should  be  viewed  solely  as  it  regarded 
the  good  of  Ireland.  For  himself,  all  his 
property  and  everything  he  held  most 
dear,  was  in  that  country,  and  his  only 
wish  was  to  adopt  the  best  measure  to 
benefit  his  native  land.  With  that  view 
he  supported  the  bill  of  his  noble  Friend. 
He  had  always  felt  that  the  subdivision  of 
land,  caused  by  the  40s.  system,  had  pro- 
duced misery  in  the  population,  and  tended 
to  create  rack-rents,  as  the  landlords  were 
tempted  to  let  their  lands  to  those  who 
bid  highest  with  reference  to  their  means 
of  payment.  For  this  reason,  he  depre- 
cated any  interference  with  the  fran- 
chise; and  he  conscientiously  believed 
that  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite 
would  unsettle  all  the  good  that  had  been 
effected  by  the  10/.  franchise.  As  to  the 
question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Union,  which 
had  been  used  as  a  sort  of  threat,  he  could 
assure  her  Majesty's  Government  they 
need  not  have  the  slightest  fear  of  that  for 
at  least  half  a  century  to  come.  In 
Ulster  he  knew  that  question  had  been 
silenced  by  the  perseverance  of  the  intel- 
ligent Presbyterian  population,  headed  by 
that  great  and  good  man.  Doctor  Cooke 
— notwithstanding  the  pompous  crusade 
that  had  been  made  into  that  peaceful 
part  of  the  country  with  a  view  to  the 
agitation  of  that  question,  and  notwith- 
standing the  military  parade  with  which 
that  crusade  was  attended — a  parade  of 
three  regiments  of  foot,  two  regiments  of 
cavalry,  and  six  pieces  of  artillery — an 
armament  that  put  the  country  to  a  great 
expense,  and  carried  consternation  into 
peaceful  towns  and  villages  which  for 
years  had  not  seen  the  face  of  a  soldier. 
To  return  to  the  bill  before  the  House:  he 
was  convinced  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Ulster  would  deprecate  its 
adoption  as  the  greatest  misery  that  could 
befal  them.  On  the  other  hand,  they  be- 
lieved, and  in  that  belief  he  concurred, 
that  the  bill  of  his  noble  Friend  would, 
with  the  adoption  of  an  increased  number 


of  polling-places,  eifect  alt  that  coald  be 
expected  from  a  well-regulated  system  of 
registration. 

Mr.  Carew  would  request  the  induU 
gence  of  the  House  for  a  few  moments, 
for  the  question  which  was  at  present  in 
deliberation  was  one  of  such  great,  of  such 
very  great  importance  to  this  country  ge« 
nerally,  but  more  particularly  to  that  part 
with  which  he  was  connected,  that  he 
could  not,  either  in  accordance  with  his 
own  feelings,  or  with  those  whom  he  in 
that  place  represented,  give  a  silent  vote 
on  that  occasion.  He  should  not  detain 
the  House  very  long,  nor  did  he  think  it 
necessary,  after  what  had  been  presented 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  that  evening 
(and  in  the  previous  debate  of  last  night) 
to  enter  into  any  minute  details  of  the 
noble  Lord's  bill ;  but  he  would  at  the 
same  time  observe  that  amongst  many  of 
the  evils  attaching  to  the  present  system 
of  registering  electors  in  Ireland,  amongst 
many  of  the  abuses  which  called  most 
loudly  for  alteration  and  improvement, 
and  which  characterised  that  system,  in- 
timidation, and  he  might  add,  in  many 
instances,  vexatious  conduct  towards  free- 
holders, held  a  high  and  very  considerable 
rank.  He  had  known  instances,  they  had 
come  under  his  own  immediate  observa- 
tion, in  which  substantial  farmers  had 
been  kept  waiting  all  the  day  in  attend 
aiice  at  the  registration  courts,  wasting 
their  valuable  time,  and  uncertain  when 
their  turn  would  arrive.  He  had  seen 
these  persons,  after  having  undergone  a 
great  deal  of  unpleasant  and  vexatious 
cross-examination,  return  home  without 
having  effected  their  object,  having  often- 
times been  rejected  on  mere  technical, 
and  it  would  seem  (and  it  certainly  did  so 
appear  to  them)  unimportant  and  vexa- 
tious grounds.  What,  then,  was  the  ef- 
fect of  such  a  system  as  this?  With  such 
a  system,  could  it  be  expected  that  free- 
holders would  willingly  come  up  to  the 
registry  court,  and  claim  the  franchise? 
Was  it  the  case  in  many  instances  that 
they  did  so  ?  He  thought  that  it  was  well, 
he  was  afraid  but  too  well,  known  to  be 
the  case,  that,  owing  mainly  to  the  cause 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  a  considerable 
degree  of  apathy  existed  among  the  free- 
holders in  Ireland,  accompanied  with  a 
disinclination  to  come  forward  and  regis- 
ter their  votes.  He  thought  that  ihe  no- 
ble Lord's  (Visccunl  Morpeth's)  bill  was 
calculated  in  an  eminent  degree  to  remove 
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this  apathy,  to  obviate  this  evil,  and  to 
restore  the  registry  to  a  wholesome  and  to 
a  proper  stale;  for  the  clear  definitiou  of 
the  franchise,  and  the  qualificalion  of  elec- 
tors, as  introduced  in  the  noble  Lord's 
hill,  would  not  only  open  the  way  to  a 
better  and  more  equitable  stale  of  things, 
but  extend  to  the  freeholder  what  was  ol 
no  less  consequence  to  his  claiming  the 
right  of  voting,  as  it  was  indispensable  to 
his  personal  comfort  in  preferring  that 
claim,  facility  of  registering.  Illustrative 
of  this  subject  he  held  in  his  hand  an  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  which  he  had  received 
but  a  few  days  ago  from  Ireland,  and 
which  referred  to  this  part  of  the  system 
of  registration.  It  was  very  short,  but  of 
considerable  importance,  as  it  came  from 
the  pen  of  a  clergyman  of  the  established 
church  in  the  Queen's  county,  and  who 
was  himself  an  eye  witness  of  what  he  de- 
scribed : — 

'*  I  cannot  avoid  communicating  to  you  the 

rleasurc  which  Lord  Morpeth's  views  on  the 
rish  Registration  Bill  have  given  uk?,  and  I 
feel  the  more  pleased,  because  1  have  lately 
been  a  witness  of  the  present  system  of  legis- 
tration  in  this  country.  With  the  intention  of 
registering  my  vote^  1  attended  the  last  sessions 
held  at  Stradhally,  and  I  cannot  convey  to  you 
any  idea  of  the  intense  feeling  of  pain  which 
the  registry  court  system  gave  me.  Without 
high  colouring,  it  appears  to  ine  .in  arena  in 
which  the  combatants  were  hard  swearers,  and 
the  hardest  swearer  was,  of  course,  victorious. 
The  honest  voter,  the  man  who  had  experi- 
ence of  the  worth  of  his  land  and  property,  and 
who  had  sworn  to  what  he  was  thus  so  well 
qualified  to  know  better  than  any  one  cKe, 
was  quite  put  aside,  and  was  rejected ;  nay, 
more,  his  fate  was  decided  by  the  swearing  of 
opinions." 

This  was  what  the  rev.  Gentleman  said, 
and  he  would  ask  if  such  pioccedings  as 
these  were  not  revolting  to  all  religions 
principle,  and  destructive  of  all  popular 
rights  ?  For  if  the  opinion  of  a  valuator, 
sent  out  by  a  parly  oftentimes  with  a  view 
to  destroy  a  man's  political  privileges,  was 
to  obtain  the  ear  of  a  court  appointed  to 
maintain  those  rights  inviolate ;  and  if  a 
man's  oath  and  the  value  of  a  man*s  ex- 
perience were  to  become  of  minor  import- 
ance in  such  a  court,  how  were  popular 
rights  to  be  upheld?  How  was  religious 
principle  to  be  preserved?  He  did  hope 
ihe  Hou9C  would  not  oppose  the  bill  of 
the  noble  Lord.  He  did  hope  that  the 
House  would  consider  the  state  of  public 
feeling  in  Ireland,  and   not  throw  out  a 


measure  as  calcalated  to  conciliate  th4t 
people  as  it  was  to  place  their  Trancbise  on 
a  firm  and  on  a  popular  basis.  [Cheertl. 
If  there  ever  was  a  time  in  whtcn  it  writ 
expedient  for  the  House  to  conciliate  the 
Irish  people,  it  was  the  present.  In  cod- 
elusion,  he  would  only  observe  that  it  was 
such  a  measure  as  that  now  before  the 
House  which  practically  showed  to  the 
Irish  people  the  benefits  which  must  ac- 
crue to  them  by  living  under  a  Govern- 
ment disposed  to  protect  them  and  guArd 
their  rights  Inviolate.  Such  a  measure  an 
ihii,  by  fixing  the  franchise  in  favour  of 
the  people,  and  defining  it  in  the  clearest 
way,  would  idtimately  put  an  end  to  a 
system  of  registration  which  he  felt  con 
Gdent  would  more  and  more  fritter  away, 
and  ultimately  destroy  the  franchise,  lU 
mited  as  it  was,  of  the  Irish  nation. 

Viscount  llowick  said,  that  the  question 
which,  as  he  conceived,   the  House  was 
called  upon   to  decide   was,  whether,   in 
attempting  to  revise  and  to  amend   the 
system  of  regi8tr>ition  as  now  existiu»  in 
Ireland,  they  should  also  at  the  same  time 
atten)pt  a  clearer  dcHniticm  of  the  existing 
franchise  —  not    whether    they    were    tb 
adopt    nil    the    details    which   his   noble 
Friend  had  introdui-cd  into  his  bill — not 
whether  the  right  of  v(»tlng  there  ought  to 
do{>end  ti|Mm  a  rating  of  the  exact  amount 
of  ol. — not  whether   by  any  given  mode 
they  were  to  adf)pt  a  piirticular  amount 
of  ratio*:,  as  a  test  of  the  value  of  thepro- 
|)erty  (|ualifying  the  tenant  to  vote  ;  but 
simply  whether  thcv  should  in  a  manner 
hereafter  to  be  decided,  avail  themselves  of 
the  assessment  to  the  P(N)r-rttte,  in  deter* 
mining  upon  the  claims  of  electors.     That 
he  rc|K*ated  was  the  ijtie.stion  which  the 
House  was  now   called   upon    to  decide; 
because,  viith  resftcct  to  those  parts  of  the 
bill  which   merely   rcgulatc«l  the   method 
of  registration,  it  had  tK*en  made  perfectly 
clear  in  the  course  of  the  present  debate, 
notwithstanding  the  angry  discussions  of 
last  year,  and  notwithstanding  the  fiarty 
excitement   which   was   then   called   into 
existence,  that  the  system  of  registration 
proposed  on  liotli  sides  of  the  Hmise  irere 
substantially   and  in  their  main  features 
the  same.      He   »aitl   so,   because,   whe- 
ther    he    took    the     bill    of    his    noble 
Friend  opposite,  or  the  bdl  of  hit  noble 
Friend     l)elow      him     (Viscount      Mor- 
|ieth),   he  ap()ealcd    to  any   one  coover- 
sant  with  the  proceedings  in  Farliament, 
to  say  whether  by  alterations  of  no  greet* 
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magnitude  than  wbre  freqtieDtly  intro- 
duce in  the  progress  of  important  uiea* 
BttreSf  it  mtglit  not  be  so  altered  in  com* 
mittee»  that  the  svstem  of  one  noble 
Lord  might  be  maae  to  corr^pond  with 
the  system  of  the  other?  He  would^ 
then,  as  btiefly  as  he  could,  and  n^ithout 
quoting  any  documents  or  statiBtictil 
returns,  which  had  been  already  suffi- 
ciently refbi*red  to,  address  himtielf  to  the 
simple  question,  whether  they  eu^ht,  or 
ought  not,  when  they  were  making  an 
alteration  in  the  method  of  registration,  to 
attempt  also  a  definition  of  thd  franchise? 
Without  saying,  that  they  Were  positively 
hound  to  reject  any  plan  that  might  be 
brought  forward  for  the  improtement  of 
the  r^stration>  simply  because  it  did  not 
also  define  the  right  of  Voting,  yet  he 
was  prepared  distinctly  to  express  his 
opinion  that  it  was  in  the  highest  de- 
give  expedient  that  they  should  if  possible 
deal  with  both  subjects  at  the  same  time, 
and  in  the  same  bilL  Had  any  one  in  the 
course  of  these  discussions  denied  that 
many  e?ils  had  arisen  (rem  the  want  ofkmore 
certain  definition  of  the  fhmchise?  The 
hon.  Memb^  who  had  just  sat  down,  and 
who  had  giTcn,  in  his  address,  such  promise 
of  fotut^  excellence,  had  read  a  letter  which 
had  strikingly  and  dearly  derisloped  these 
erih.  No  one  denied  that  the  present 
system  was  faulty.  Ou  one  side  they  saw 
the  tenant  swearing  that  the  land  which 
he  occupied  was  of  such  a  Talue,  as  Under 
the  act  would  give  him  a  qualification,  and 
they  too  often  saw  the  landlord  or  his 
agents  swearing  directly  the  opposite; 
they  too  frequently  saw  the  upper  classes 
of  society  pitted  against  the  lower,  one 
swearing  that  the  land  was  worth  the  full 
sum,  and  the  ether  that  it  was  not.  They 
had  the  declamtion  of  one  rerisiog  bar- 
rister, who  was  examined  before  the  Fic- 
titious Votes  committee,  that  upon  those 
occasions  they  found  men  springing  up  on 
the  table,  one  after  another,  prepared  to 
sustain  upon  oath,  or  to  defeat,  the  claim 
(^  the  voter.  Then  they  had  the  decision 
of  the  barrister  upon  this  conflicting  e?i- 
deuce ;  if  the  decision  was  against  the  ?ote, 
the^  had  a  reference  to  a  judge  and  jury,  to 
decide  the  question  upon  the  same  oonfiict- 
ing  evidence ;  and  afterwards,  if  there  should 
be  a  decision  of  an  election  committee  in 
favour  of  opening  the  registry^  they  had 
the  same  conflicting  evidence  for  and  in 
opposition  to  the  vote  before  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  Was  toot  that 
a  state  of  things  that  wis  a  iittgfrtsct  to  A 


dtilised  countl*y  P  Was  it  not  an  impera- 
tive duty  imposed  upon  Paril^meot,  if  te 
were  possible,  to  put  an  iebd  to  a  systiSih 
that  was  thus  calculated  to  sap  thefoandii- 
tions  of  peace  and  order  in  the  countiy 
where  it  prevailed,  which  had  such  a  tiMl- 
dency  to  destroy  the  sanctity  of  an  oath, 
to  array  one  section  of  society  agatttst 
the  other,  und  to  perpetuate  the  state  of 
things  thiit  they  had  unhappily  to  deploM 
in  Ireliihd }  Would  any  one  aenv  that  fbesn 
were  the  evils  which  flowed  directly  and 
immediately  from  the  Uncertainty  of  what 
did  confer  the  right  of  voting  f  The  right 
was  determined  by  the  VAlue  of  the  tenant*! 
interest  in  the  propt^rty  he  held,  and  the 
difficulty  Of  Ascertainttog  this  value,  by  anjr 
definite  prindple  or  any  intelliffible  Hito 
had  hitherto  proved  insuperame.  WeU» 
then,  if  thM  were  the  case,  how  were  thif 
to  remove  this  unoertaihtv,  how  Were  \h»f 
to  deer  Up  these  doubts,  now  Were  they  to 
m^ke  the  question  which  the  bfeuristers  dmA 
to  decide  so  easy  and  so  simple,  as  not  to 
give  any  rooin  fbr  any  contradiotion  of 
opinion,  or  any  collisbn  of  oaths  ?  How 
wel%  they  to  adcomplish  an  object  which 
all  admitted  to  be  desirable  ?  Gould  they 
clear  up  the  difilculty  of  the  constfuetiott 
put  uoon  the  words  of  the  tet  of  PlAriia- 
ment  i  Should  they  take  the  odnstructimi 

{mt  upon  those  words  by  the  hon.  and 
earned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Dublin  ? 
Should  they  construe  the  beneficial  ill* 
terest,  as  meaning  that  the  tenant  could 
make  10/.  out  of  the  land,  including  the 
value  of  his  own  labour?  If  they  at^ 
tempted  to  pass  a  declaratory  act  in  that 
sense,  every  one  knew  that  in  the  present 
state  of  opinion  in  that  House  and  in  the 
country  it  would  be  an  idle  task.  But  it 
it  were  otherwise — if  it  were  possiMe  U> 
pass  an  act  to  this  eflFect,  he  must  acknow* 
ledge,  fnr  one,  he  could  not  approve  of  sudl 
a  measure,  he  believed  it  would  prodtMoe 
very  bad  consequences  in  Ireland,  that  il 
would  create  a  numerous  class  of  depen^ 
dent  voters,  and  thus  produce  the  very  coo^ 
sequences  which  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Memi)er  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Young)  had  that 
night  dedared  would  flow  from  the  mea*' 
sure  then  before  the  House.  If  they 
could  not  dear  up  the  doubt  in  this  maniiei^ 
could  they  in  the  other  ?  Could  they  poi* 
a  dedaratory  act,  or  introduce  a  dtose  itati 
any  bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  negistNik 
tion  to  dedal«  that  the  meaning  of  Ihib 
term  **  benefidal  iaterest"  should  be  as  Ml 
fraUe  Friend  opposite  (Lord  Stanley)  imH 
dcainai^hat  it  should  mean  thai  a  ieNil 
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tenant  should  l>c  able  to  pay  10/.  more  |  terest  ?"  •  Undoubtedly  not;  the 
than  the  tenant  himself  paid  for  the  lands  ?  ,  plaint  existed  prerious  to  the  Tear  1899» 
Would  even  his  noble  Friend  opposite^  in  i  when  the  forty -shilling  freebolden  wen 
the  present  circumstances  of  Irt-land,  pro-  I  the  voters ;  it  existed  between  1829  and 
pose  to  pajis  such  a  bill  ?  He  doubted  ■  the  year  of  the  patifing  of  the  Refonn  Bill« 
whether  he  would.  He  was  under  the  '  under  tlie  10/.  franchise :  nay,  ao  nolo- 
conviction   that   even   his  noble   Friend's  ■  rious  at  that  time  was  the  very 


courage  would  shrink  from  such  an  expc-  t  which  still  prevails,  that  it  was  one  of 
riment.  Perhaps  his  noble  Friend  would  '.  the  arguments  insisted  upon  in  fiutnir  of 
say,  '*  I  will  not  recommend  such  a  de-  |  the  alteration  of  the  words  of  the  oath  in- 
claratory  act  at  all,  because  the  law  as  it  posed  upon  the  elector  at  the  time  af  tiM 
at  present  stands  is  sufficiently  clear,  and  j  ileform  Act,  that  it  was  said  the  alterafiofi 
the  construction  1  contend  for  is  the  right .  would  get  rid  of  a  great  deal  of  perjwy. 
one.  I  am  ready  to  admit  that,  although  |  He  thought  that  the  diange  aid  met 
I  believe  the  intention  of  the  framers  of   rid  of  a  great  deal  of  the  perjury,  fae- 


the  Reform  Act  to  have  been  very  dillerent, 
yet  the  strict  technical  interpretation  which 
ought  to  be  put  upon  the  words  as  they 
stand  is  that  which  is  given  to  them  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House."  His  noble  Friend 
might  say  also,  "  The  decision  of  tiie  ma- 
jority of  the  judges  ought  to  \)c  binding  on 


cause  under  the  words  as  they  stood,  and 
putting  one  interpretation  on  the  law,  the 
Irish  peasant,  wliose  mainteoanoe  do* 
|)ended  u|x>n  the  possession  of  his  hxm, 
and  who  had  no  other  means  of  livdi- 
IhkmI,  might  conscientiously  take  the  oath 
imposed  by  that  act  even  for  the  smallcat 


the  minority,  and  the  assistant  barristers  j  holding.  Much  of  the  onitradictory 


in^,  which  now  took  place,  was  undoubt- 
edly to  be  accounted  for  by  tlie  opponte 
sense  in  which  the  same  words  were  luad 
by  different  parties ;  but  even  if  the  doubt 
as  to  the  sense  of  the  words  were  dearad 
up,  they  could  not  expect  thus  to  get  rid 


are  bound  to  take  the  law  from  the  mouths 
of  those  who,  by  the  constitution  of  this 
country,  had  the  authority  to  declare  it" 
Again  he  would  not  shrink  from  stating  that 
in  this  respect  also  he  concurred  with  his 
noble  Friend  opposite.     He  had  not  heard, 

without  consi(lerablc  dismay,  the  opinion  of  contradictory  swearing,  and  for  the 
broached,  that  the  minority  of  the  judges  '  son  that,  after  all,  the  question  of  value 
were  not  bound  by  the  dccrsion  of  the  ma-  |  was  a  subject  u|>on  which  opinions  misht 
jority  on  points  of  law,  for,  if  such  a  prin-  i  honestly  differ  ;  it  was  a  subject  on  wliidi 
ciplc  should  be  established,  it  must  over-  men^s  minds  might  differ  within  vaiy 
turntlie  whole  system  of  our  jurisprudence,  wide  limits,  and  all  experience  had  shown 
If  that  opinion  were  to  prevail,  the  whole    that  uixni  questions  not  depending  upoo 

matters  of  fact,  but  upon  opinion  and 
judgement,  they  could  not  expect  evidence 
to  be  given  upon  oath  with  the  strict- 
ness which  every  one  would  deem  da* 
sirable.  He  would  not  repeat  the  chargea 
ngainst  the  Irish  fieoplo  and  against  their 
religion,  which  he  had  formerly  hcaid 
with  great  disgust  in  that  House,  and 
which  he  was  glad  that  he  had  not  heard 
re|>eat('d  in  the  course  of  the  present  dc* 
bate.  I  le  did  not  attribute  any  peculiar  want 
of  veraiMty  to  the  Irish  |)coploon  account  of 
the  religion  which  the  majority  profeseed, 
but  he  said,  that  not  only  in  England,  hut 
ill  Ireland,  and  not  only  in  England  and 
in  Ireland,  but  in  all  countries  and  in 
all  times,  where  the  passions  and  intensia 
of  large  classes  were  at  stake,  oaths  and 
promises  were  barriers  which  were  eaailjr 
overleaped  or  broken  through  even  br  thoai 
who  were  in  other  respects  men  of  honour 
and  of  integrity.  There  was  no  class  of 
men  who  stood  higher  in  ibe  ettf 
tion  of  the  whole  world  for  probttj 


system  of  the  administration  of  justice  in 
England,  in  Ireland,  and  in  Scotland, would 
crumble  into  dust ;  for  it  was  an  opinion 
which  he  believed  undermined  the  very 
foundation  on  which  that  system  was 
based.  Such  was  his  own  opinion  upon  this 
point,  but  had  he,  or  had  his  noble  Friend, 
or  had  the  House,  the  jwwer  of  comfwl- 
ling  others  to  act  ii|m»ii  their  views  of  this 
subject?  lie  feariMl  that  they  vnuUl  iM»t. 
Hut  even  admitting  that  thry  c<  old  force 
every  a.Hhisiant  barrihter  in  Ireland  to  de- 
cide that  the  *'  l)eneH(*ial  interest"  should 
mean  what  a  solvent  tenant  was  able  t(» 
|iay  beyond  the  rent  paid  by  the  imineiliate 
occupier^^ven  if  he  admitted  that  they 
could  coni|)el  every  jud^^e  thus  to  explain 
the  law  wlien  he  left  the  question  to  the 
jury,  still  he  (Viscount  Howick)  would 
ask,  had  tliey  yet  got  rid  of  the  evil  ?  Had 
they  got  rid  of  the  real  cause  for  that  con- 
tradietory  swearing  of  which  they  all  com- 
plained ?  Did  the  evil  begin  with  the  in« 
troductiun  of  the  terms  ''  beneficial  in« 
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iDtegrity,  than  the  merchants  of  Great 
Britain.  Was  not  their  character  for  these 
virtues  recognised  from  one  end  of  the 
globe  to  the  other  ?  Was  it  not  known 
even  among  barbarous  nations,  and  was 
there  not  a  reliance  on  their  good  fiuth 
even  among  those  to  whom  civilization  had 
not  yet  extended  ?  Yet,  even  this  body  of 
men,  when  the  Legislature  imposed  upon 
their  trade,  in  a  mistaken  policy,  absurd 
restrictions,  which  were  only  to  be  got  rid 
of  by  folse  oaths  sworn  at  the  Custom-house, 
broke  through  the  trammels  by  which  they 
were  fettered,  and  Custom-house  oaths  be- 
came a  bye- word  for  all  that  was  worth- 
Jess  and  undeserving  of  credit  or  regard, 
and  their  uselessness  had  at  length  become 
so  notorious,  and  their  abuse  so  well  known, 
that  the  Legislature  had  wisely  taken 
away  the  necessity  of  an  oath  altogether, 
which  was  to  be  made  by  an  individual 
who  had  a  direct  interest  in  swearing 
falsely.  But  there  was  a  case  which  was 
still  stronger,  and  one  which  referred  to  a 
dass  of  men  on  whom  the  sense  of  honour 
was  usually  deemed  to  be  binding  in  the 
highest  degree,  and  in  whon>  sometimes 
the  respect  for  that  sense  of  honour  was 
carried  to  an  extravagant  extreme — he 
meant  the  officers  of  the  British  army. 
And  yet,  was  not  every  Gentleman  aware 
of  the  fact,  that  officers  of  the  British 
army,  on  purchasing  their  commissions, 
were  called  upon  to  declare,  upon  their 
honour,  that  they  had  neither,  directly 
nor  indirectly,  given  more  than  the  re- 
gulation price?  It  was  found  that  the 
imposition  on  them  of  this  declaration  did 
not  check  the  practice  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  prevent,  but  that  that  practice 
still  continued :  and  a  wiser  policy  was 
adopted,  of  putting  an  end  to  the  neces- 
sity for  a  declaration  the  making  of  which 
only  createdian  additional  and  a  crying 
evil.  With  tnese  examples  before  their 
eyes,  and  the  experience  of  the  past,  how 
could  he  consent  to  vest  the  right  of  voting 
in  Ireland  on  declarations  with  respect  to 
the  10/,  value  of  property,  which  were  to 
be  made  on  oath  in  the  way  proposed? 
Was  it  not  clear  that  even  if  they  were  to 
do  this,  the  effect  would  be  to  produce  a 
return  to  that  state  of  things  which  had 
formerly  existed  in  Ireland,  that  among 
the  agricultural  classes  men  would  be  found 
who,  disregarding  their  oath,  would  not 
be  thought  to  be  perjured,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  be  deemed  patriots,  standing 
up  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their 
countrym^i  who  would  swear,  with  im 


easy  conscience,  as  to  the  value  of  their  own 
or  their  neighbour's  occupation  1  Whm 
passions  were  excited  by  the  array  of  party, 
ne  knew  not  what  chance  they  would  stand 
of  procuring  their  object,  of  preventing 
folse  oaths  being  given  in  obtaining  thev 
right  of  voting.  Did  they  not  know  that 
election  committees,  sworn  solemnly  at  the 
Table  of  the  House,  to  administer  jutdoe 
between  party  and  party,  were  not  to  be 
trusted  with  the  administration  of  the  fanr 
when  they  viewed  the  fiusts  and  the  law 
brought  before  them  through  the  medium 
of  political  partizanship  ?  He  thou^t, 
then,  that  ir  the  argument  which  he  now 
adduced  to  the  House  was  well  founded, 
the  conclusion  was  irresistible,  that  it  wis 
necessary  that  the]^  riioold  adopt  some  teak 
of  the  right  of  voting,  so  clear  and  simple 
that  it  might  be  easy  to  distingnidi.  ne- 
tween  truth  and  falsehood,  that  men  micht 
not  be  tempted  by  the  vagueness  of  tut 
to  which  they  were  to  bear  testimony 
to  be  guilty  of  deception.  He  might  be 
met  by  the  argument,  that  in  Enflfamd 
that  which  he  had  suggested  was  not  rodnd 
to  be  the  case — that  it  was  universally  ad* 
mitted  that  the  leasehold  interest  was 
created  by  the  amount  of  profit  which  the 
tenant  fkirly  had  after  deducting  the 
amount  of  rent  due  to  the  landlord.  That 
was  true,  but  the  circumstances  of  the  two 
countries  were  so  different,  that  this  did 
not  invalidate  his  argument  In  England, 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  fran* 
chise  did  not  depend  upon  a  leasehold 
qualification  ;  but  there  was  either  a  di- 
rect right  to  the  property,  which  was  for 
more  easily  estimated  than  the  surplus  pro- 
fit derived  under  the  lease ;  or,  there  wis 
a  right  by  virtue  of  occupation,  which  wis 
measured,  notl^  the  amount  of  profit,  but 
by  the  amount  of  rent  paid.  Leasehold 
qualifications  analogous  to  that  whidb  ex- 
isted in  Ireland,  existed  in  England  only 
to  a  very  limited  extent ;  and  where  thejr 
did  exist,  it  was  ustially  only  in  cases  of 
leases  for  lives,  or  for  long  terms  <^  yean> 
on  which  it  was  dear  that  the  tenant  was 
provided  with  a  qualification  sufikirat  So 
give  him  a  right  of  voting  in  the  eye  of 
the  law.  Then  his  argument  wai^ 
that  it  was  necessary  to  adopt  some 
clear  and  more  tesily-ascertained  test  of 
the  right  of  Voting  than  that  which  was 
given  by  the  su^tis  profit  which  tha 
tenant  derived  afiter  paying  rent  to  dw 
huidlord;  And  what  should  that  test  be  1^ 
Had  any  been  proposed  which  was  so  sln»» 
ple—so  little  UsUe  to  erssbn^so  HMl 
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likely  tt»  leail  to  op|iosition  of  an j  sort — as  - 
that  which  might  be  adopted  uoder  some 
terms  or  restrictioDS,  upou  the  basis  of  | 
ODonecting  the  right  of  roting  with  the  . 
assessment  under  the  Poor-law?  He, 
thought  that  the  person  who  claimed  the 
franchise,  should,  by  so  doing,  subject 
the  property  from  which  the  franchise 
arose  to  a  corresponding  burthen.  When 
he  said  that  this  principle  appeared  to  him 
tlie  simple  and  obrious  one  i%hich  they 
should  aflopt,  he  was  bound  to  say>  that  he 
did  not  think  that,  upon  the  information 
which  was  before  the  House,  tlicy  were  in 
a  situation  to  adopt  the  measure  as  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  Friend  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland.  He  must  state  that  when  he 
had  read  the  reports  which  had  b(^n  laid 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  he  was 
grievously  disappointed  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  information  which  they  gave.  They 
appeared  to  him  to  be  in  the  highest  de- 
gree unsatisfactory,  but  he  did  not  say  that 
It  followed  from  that  admission  that  they 
should  not  now  read  the  bill  of  his  noble 
Friend  a  second  time.  It  was  true  that 
he  could  not  upon  data  so  vague  and  un- 
trertain  establish  the  right  of  voting  which 
his  noble  I'riend  pro(N)(«ed ;  because,  al- 
though it  was  true  that  according  to  the 
valuation  which  had  been  made  in  the  par- 
ticular unions,  of  which  they  had  an  ac- 
omnt,  the  right  of  voting  mi^ht  not  be  too 
largely  extended  ;  yet  if  they  were  to  adopt 
the  clause  as  it  now  stood,  thiA,  at  least, 
was  clear,  that  the  right  of  voting  crente<l 
in  different  parts  of  Ireland  would  be  of  a 
vet'y  different  character,  although  given 
by  the  same  words.  In  Scariff  for  in- 
stance, there  would  Ix;  one  right  of  voting 
and  in  l.urgan  and  Longford  the  right 
conferred  would  In*  of  an  entirely  difierent 
character.  And  further  than  this  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that,  as  not  one  of  these  valu- 
ations, even  u]>on  the  opinions  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had  l)ecn  sent  to  examine 
them,  wa.s,  according  to  the  terms  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  they  would  probably  be 
all  set  aside,  and  a  new  and  different 
valuation  adoptetl;  and  if  this  were  to 
happen  while  the  franchise  were  regulated 
with  reference  to  the  valuations  before 
them,  the  cilect  would  lie  to  extend  the 
right  far  more  widely  than  was  contem- 
plated. Rut  he  did  not  see  why  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  l^irlianient  to  scctire  a 
more  complete  valuation.  If  the  House 
should  determine  that  ihcy  would  couple 
the  right  of  voting  with  the  assessment 
under  the  Poor-law,  he  thought  that  it 


would  clearly  be  their  duty  U\  intnidvee 
into  this  bill  clauses  fur  the  purpose  of 
causing  a  new  valuation  of  property  io  the 
unions  establisheil  io  Ireland — a  valtiation 
he  should  say,  conducted  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Poor-law  commissioners,  and  ia 
which  the  local  authorities  should  not  in- 
terfere, as  they  had  shown  by  their  past 
conduct  that  they  were  not  fit  to  be  trusted 
with  this  duty.  They  might  thus  estab- 
lish a  fair  and  just  valuation  in  Ireland  ; 
and  then  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  were 
many  modes  which  might  be  suggested  uf 
using  such  a  vuluation.  as  the  test  nf  the 
right  of  voting.  They  might  adopt  the 
proposition  which  had  been  made  by  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Halifiu  (Mr. 
C.  Wood),  who  spoke  last  night.  They 
might  dispense  with  the  leasehold  tenure, 
and  at  the  same  time  require  a  rating  at  n 
much  higher  amount  than  had  been  pro- 
posed by  his  noble  Friend  (Viscount  Mor- 
peth), or  they  might  also  take  ad«*antage 
of  the  prorisions  of  the  Irish  Poor-law, 
which  regulated  the  manner  in  which  the 
burden  of  the  Poor-rate  was  to  be  divided 
between  the  tenant  and  the  landlord,  and 
they  might  provide  that  the  right  of  voting 
should  depend  upon  the  payment  by  the 
occupier  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  Poor- 
rate,  beyond  that  which  he  was  entitled  to 
deduct  from  his  rent,  and  so  meet,  in  m 
great  degree,  the  argument  of  the  noUe 
Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire 
(Loni  Stanlev,)  agsiinst  this  bill,  that  as 
it  now  stood,  it  conferred  the  right  of 
voting  in  res|iect  of  pn>|)erty,  which,  in* 
stead  of  an  advantage,  was  a  positive  disad- 
vantage to  the  holder,  inasmuch  as  a  higher 
rent  was  |iaid  for  it  than  it  was  really  and 
actually  worth.  But  this  was  not  the 
time  or  the  occasion  when,  if  they  agned 
in  the  prini^iple  of  coupling  the  dctcrmi* 
nation  of  the  riglit  of  voting  M'itli  the 
assessment  under  the  Po<»r-law,  thoy  should 
discuss  the  manner  in  which  that  principle 
should  be  carrie<l  into  effect.  He  would 
only  say,  that  without  committing  himself 
to  any  particular  mode  of  doing  so,  he,  for 
one,  saw  no  reasim  why,  in  the  present 
Session  of  Parliament,  they  should  not 
carry  that  principle  into  effect.  He  was 
convinced  that  hon.  Gentlemen  on  both 
sides  of  the  Houfle,  who  had  a  greater 
local  knowledge  than  he  had,  if  they  caaM 
to  apply  their  minds  to  the  subject,  would 
have  no  difficulty  in  devising  means  by 
which  this  object  might  be  attained.  What 
he  conceived  to  lie  the  end  at  which  thej 
should  aim,  would  be  that  of  uainlainiog^ 


ASA        Par/iaMnitttfJr  Voters  {Vtk.i3} 

im  nearlf  a»  posalblc,  tHe  Dumbfer  «f  nHen 
irho,  since  the  Reform  Act,  bUd  fcnjoyed 
the  rigbt  of  rating  in  Irelund,  sod  be 
Ihonght  that  it  wis  particularly  Mcesaaf 
that  ther  shoold  do  M  at  the  present  time. 
He  had  last  oight  heard  with  great  sati^ 
fttlion  rtom  the  nohle  Lord  (Opposite,  thdt 
he  vas  not  oile  of  those  who  had  any  wish 
to  restrain  withld  thb  nartotrest  bounds 
the  enjoyment  irf  the  right  of  voting  in 
Ireland.  He  codfesaed  that  it  Was  only 
what  be  had  inspected  froui  him,  irheh  bi 
rttileinbered  that  during  the  first  three 
fbira  that  he  Sat  with  him  in  that  House, 
the  noble  Lbrd  was  one  of  the  most  streo- 
Uous  supporters  of  ihi  principles  of  the- 
Rowka  Catbolib  Relief  Bill,  and  one  of  the 
most  ardent  sUppdrterB  of  (he  Reform  BillH 
for  England  and  Ireland.  He  had  iieTer 
dbubted,  therefore,  that  the  noble  Lord 
wbllid  not  be  irt  favour  of  a  great  leStric- 
tfbn  and  narrowing  of  the  franchise  In 
Ir^Iadd.  The  hod.  Membei-  for  Caran, 
(Mr.  J.  Yoiing),  who  had  spokeu  this 
erbnitlg,  )ia<l  said,  much  in  refbrencb  to 
this  Bdblect,  in  iThich  he  entirely  con- 
ctirred  ■  he  had  ^dwn  that  dothing  could 
be  mdre  detrimental  to  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland,  than  so  tn  darrow  the  right  of 
voting  as  that  it  should  be  possessed  al- 
most exclusively  by  the  sinall  class  who 
had  a  property  tn  iV  soil  in  that  country; 
that  in  tile  state  of  society  described  by  the 
noble  Lord  (Lord  Stanley)  nothing  could 
be  nifirc  injurious  than  to  allow  the  fran- 
chisii  to  fall  exclusively  into  the  hands  of 
the  owUers  Of  the  soil,  but  that  a  pto- 
pnrtldn  of  occupiers  should  be  so  taien 
aq  that  thfe  real  feelings  of  the  great  bulk 
<if  the  inhabitants  should  be  represented. 
To  a  certain  extent  the  noble  Lord  the 
Mchiber  tbr  Nttrth  Lancashire,  the  hon. 
Member  forCavan,  and  he  were  agreed, 
because  the^  were  all  of  opinion  that 
it  *as  desirable  to  avoid  restricting 
the  franchise,  And  that  the  great  pro- 
portion of  the  most  substantial  of  the 
tenantry  of  Ireland  should  continue  to  ex- 
erdse  the  right  of  Voting;  biit  the  noble 
Lord  iind  the  hon.  Metnbcr  difiered  from 
him  in  this,  that  they  would  wait  until  the 
restriction  of  the  franchise  had  actually 
occurred,  before  tliey  consented  tb  any 
ni^ilsure  afiecting  that  pcrint.  They  would 
poslikme  the  remedy  until  they  *ere  mote 
clbarly  convinced  6f  the  evil.  He  thought, 
however,  that  bolh  the  noble  Lord  and  thS 
h»n.  Member  would  agree  Wtli  him  whisn 
they  came  to  rteonsider  the  ^uettioii,  upon 
looking  At  the  facts  of  the  c«u,  thUt  ^t 
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time  baci  tttri¥«d  at  Whi«h  the  WHMf 
should  be  ftbpHed.  And  In  Mid  to  fbt  iJlH 
reason.  The  noble  Lotd,  Id  ttflbf 
prove  that  the  eVil  had  mrt  ytSt  «"""' 
quoted  s  paper  whieH  had  b«etl  laill  UtM 
the  Table  of  the  Hdustj  uptA  the  ttDWH 
of  the  hbh.  MCilkber  fbr  KUkMldvj  UN 
which  shbiVed  upoli  the  fms6  at  it  tbit  tb«M 
was  A  verf  consldetsblb  number  of  vo;MtlM 
Ireland;  'if  thdt  papfer  did  AiiW  tite  nWfli 
her  of  Voters  really  dn  the  nghtet  In  tm 
land  at  this  ttlbment,  and  the  tautnWl 
which  Would  ctthtinuto  on  the  l^Het-,  IM 
should  be  satisttfed.  Hi  adhliiM  lb  ttM 
opinion  wUeli  he  had  (rflm  eiptcMtd  111 
t^at  HtniM,  that  the  dlittibridini  at  fWi 
litical  power  Which  wtts  efiecled  by  tM 
operation  of  the  RefoTtH  Act  AatM  llh 
maintained;  aBd  that  they  akotHfl  i*ai 
re.(jpetilng  iUl  thdMi  •K'tAtii'il  tMlVm  WDM 
Were  then  hipfilf  anttng^;  If  Ute^dJm 
the  number  of  V0t«rs,  whb  bn  that  pimt 
appeared  tu  etlst  Wat  imlly  to  hi  lotfWs 
he  should  ilDt  advocate  dliy  cfaaii|lt  Ih  Hat 
existing  law  Upon  the  ^und  that  IW 
franchise  had  become  tob  leittietedi  BUI 
What  was  the  fict  f  Hit  noble  Fttettd; 
the  Sect«tatT  M  ItblHtid;  h<kd  Jvitly  At 
nlarked,  in  maaint  to  What  had  fllleti  froHl 
the  tiuble  Lord  bppn&te,  that  id  that  ^p&l 
were  idcluded  all  who  Wbil;  pUced  od  tttt 
regbter  in  the  year  1833^  ManyoftlW 
persons  then  roistered  bad  notoriously  bM 
their  qualiftcation,  and  on  that  gntb&d;  4i 
Well  as  by  ttaSbb  of  the  double  entry  df 
many  names,  a  ritj  large  deduction  mUtt 
be  made.  With  respect  to  the  doiiUa 
entty  of  names  it  Was  imtmrtant  td  Ubiemj 
that  this  t«tum  haVing  been  Made  idlm^ 
diaidv  before  the  time  when  the  t'gdtttjr 
of  ISSSexpired^dlai^pnmorUoit  Urlhon 
who  had  thMi  t^stertid  and  retained  ttidfc 
right  would  have  again  claimtd  to  hi  i»( 
gistered,  atid  that  would  appesr  in  thb  Uit 
a  second  time ;  hfendt,  as  bad  Uien  tWtdi 
last  night,  the  real  nltntber  of  vbteia  Ml 
v6ry  greatly  indefed  belOw  What  it  appeAHitf 
on  that  tiitpA:;  tor  inioUlclii  he  Wali  tidd: 
that  upoii  a  very  f\ill  in^bii^  ili  Cork,  ft 
turned  out  tliat  the  number  of  voters  ^HHi 
to  be  found  entitled  tb  ex«raae  the  rij^ 
of  vbtiUg  in  that  coubty,  did  tM  iDUi^  <Sr- 
eeed  otie  half  of  that  which  «))pe«red  m 
the  face  of  this  returbt  hut  iiitoe  tfaab  Aati 
the  noble  Lord  had  adinilled,  that  ill  V(tf* 
land  Iheta  Was  a  gtedt  di^nkitloii  ob  lU 
part  of  labdhirda  to  Rfiiae  to  givut  leiaM; 
Aa  letHi  f6ll  tn>  dey  wnb  bot  reneiMAl 
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to  claim  the  elective  francliiM.     But  the 
cfTect  of  this  disinclination  to  grant  leases 
was  only  beginning  to  be  felt;   he  only 
stated,  that  which  was  within  the  know- 
ledge of  every  man  when  he  said^  that  the 
first   appearance    of    those    circumstances 
which  had  produced  such  a  dis^xmtion  on 
the  part  of  the  Irish  land-owners  was  in 
1826.     It  was  at  the  general  election  in 
that  year^  that  the  first  great  stand  was 
made  by  the  tenantry  of  Ireland  against 
the    improper,    for    he   might    use    that 
term,  influence  of  landlords.     The  shortest 
time  for  which  leases  could  be  granted  to 
confer   the  right   of  voting  was  fourteen 
years.     fMr.  (/Conncll:  Twenty  years  by 
the  law,   fourteen   by  the  present  bill.]] 
Taking  it  at  twenty  years,  it  must  of  course 
be  obvious  that  a  large  proportion  of  leases, 
which  were  granted  before  the  year  I82G 
could  not  yet  have  fallen   in;    still   less 
could   they   have    doue  so  in    1832,   the 
registry  of  which  year  was    included  in 
the  return  before   them.     They  were  in 
the   process  of  falling  in,   but    that  pro- 
cess had  not  yet  reached  its  extent.     JBut 
it  was  only  since  the  passing  of  the  Reform 
Act,  a  period  of  nine  years,  that  the  feeling 
had  become   so  strong  and   general  as  it 
had  now  shown  itself  to  be ;  and  that  being 
the  case,  when  the  House  considered  the 
length  of  the  leases  necessary  to  confer  the 
franchise,  it   was  an  obvious  consequence, 
that    we  were  now  only  at  the  beginning 
of  the  process  of  diminution,  which,  under 
the  influence  of  the  admitted  disinclina- 
tion to  renew  leases,   must  take  place  as 
they  fell  in.     Kvcry  month  which  passed, 
every  life  that   dropjuid,  and  every  lease 
wliich  expired,  would  increase  the  extent 
of    disfranchisement.      But   that   was  by 
no  nuMuis  the  whole  of  the  case.     Tnder 
the  o|K:nition  of  any  gcHul  system  of  regis- 
tration ;  uiidor  the  operation  of  the  measure 
of  the  noble  Lord,  the   Secretary  for    Frt»- 
land,  or  of  the  noble  \jim\  opposite,  it  was 
obvious  that  there  nuiNt  Ik?  u  great  diminu- 
tion in  the  numlkT  of  jhtsous  entitled  to 
wcrciie  the  right  of  voting.     It  was  clear, 
that,  admitting  the  valuation   whieh  had 
becu  mndu  under  the  authority  of  the  Wnn- 
law  to  bo  ever  so  iuiiHTfeet     to  Ih*  even 
mora  buluw  the   ri*ul  and  true  valuation 
than  it  had  liuen  reprcHi*nted  to  Ik\  a  vuiit 
prniMirtioii  of  tenement n   with    n^spivt  to 
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Lord  oppofiitc,  they  would  be  immediately 
the  subject  of  investigation,  and  a  prima 
facie  case  only  would  be  taken  to  be  in 
their  favour  \  but  it  was  obvious,  that  under 
the  operation  of  any  really  effective  scru- 
tiny a  very  large  deduction  in  the  number 
of  persons  exercising  the  right  of  voting 
in  Ireland  must  be  made.     But  if  this  was 
to  be  the  case — if  the  effect  of  passing  a 
measure  on  this  subject  would  be  to  reduce 
the  number  of  voters — if  there  were  ako 
to  be  taken  into  account  the  feelings  of 
the  landlords,  inducing  them  to  withhold 
leases,  and  if  they  were  to  judge  of  the 
effect  which  must  thus  be  produced  from 
that  which  the  House  knew  of,  the  state 
of  society  in  Ireland  from  various  sources 
of  information,    as  well  from  the  report 
lately  presented  which  had  been  already 
so  often  referred  to,  as  from  tliat  of  Mr. 
NichoUs,  which  had  been  made  without 
any  reference  to  this  subject,  surely  it  waa 
obvious  that  injustice  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  consistently  with  sound  policy 
with  respect  to  the  interests  of  the  em- 
pire at  large,  they  should,  at  the  same  time 
that  they  established  a  severe  system  of 
scrutiny  of  the   right  of  voting  in   Ire- 
land, make   the   definition   of  that   right 
clearer  and  plainer,  and  at  the  same  time, 
place   it    on   such  a  footing   as   to    pre- 
vent   the    diminution   of  the   number   of 
voters,  which  must  otherwise  take  place. 
He  said,  that  this  api^eared  to  him  to  be 
the  course  which  it  became  the  House  to 
adopt ;  but  before  he  brought  to  a  close 
the  observations  which  he  was  making  upon 
this  subject,  and  which  he  had  already 
addressed  to  the  House  at  a  greater  length 
than  he  intended,  he  must  refer  back  to 
an  argument  to  which  he  had  omitted  to 
advert,  but  which  ho  considered  to  be  ex. 
treniely  iin|>ortant  for  the  House  to  con- 
si<ler.     In  K|)caking  of  the  inconvenience 
which  n»sulted   from  making  the  right  of 
voting  .de|HMid  u|x>u    that    which    was   so 
iliUieuIt  eorriTtly  to  ascertain  as  tlie  value 
of  a  tenant's  in'u»n»bt  in  a  pro[ierty  held 
upon   leas«*,  ho  had  intended    to  call  the 
allenti<»n  of  the   Houw  to   this  fact,  that 
the  application  of  so  uncertain  a  test  of 
the   right    of    \oting   by   means    of   the 
asMistaiit    barrister,    must    produce    very 
siriouM  evils  in  Ireland.      His  argument 
*^as,    that   now.  as  in    times   past,   there 


•  .1  ,    ,      ,  ,      -,       I ,,      •  "•   •"    iiiiic*  pasi,  mere 

which  the  right  of  voting  was  now  enjoyed  would  W  eonflietiiig  ovideiK*e  on  the  8ub« 
were  of  lurh  u  dcmription.  thai  under  aliiel  .»f  lalue  «)n  everv  occasion  of  there 
in(»reefrcctiv«sy»lem,thechYii\vfninihiNel  Umii^'h  registration  in  Ireland.  To  call 
in  reference  to  ihem  would,  to  a  griMit  e\-  u|ioii  the  assi>tant  barrister  to  dcadc  upon 
tcut|  ccusu  tu  cxiil.  According  to  the  noble    his  own  judgmeul  upon  the  evidence  which 
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should  be  tendered  to  him^  would  be  to 
compel  him  by  his  decision  to  throw 
discredit  upon  one  of  the  parties— either 
upon  the  occupier  on  one  sidc^  or  the 
landlord  on  the  other.  The  opinion  he 
pronounced  must  imply  his  disbelief  of  the 
sworn  evidence,  and  at  the  same  time  ma- 
terially affect  the  political  interests  of  one 
of  the  conflicting  parties.  It  was  clear, 
that  feelings  must  thus  be  excited  which 
could  not  fail  to  throw  impediments  in 
the  way  of  the  due  administration  of 
justice.  Every  man  knew  what  import- 
ant effects  the  introduction  of  revising 
barristers  in  Ireland  had  produced  upon 
the  administration  of  justice  there.  It 
had  done  much  towards  creating  feelings 
among  the  Irish  people,  with  respect  to 
the  law,  such  as  had  not  before  existed, 
towards  taking  away  that  impression 
which  formerly  existed  with  too  much 
reason,  that  the  law  was  the  poor  man's 
enemy,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
feated by  any  means  which  he  could  em- 
ploy. Ihe  adoption  of  this  system  had 
been  calculated  to  provide  for  the  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  all  those  disputes  which 
arose  between  man  and  man,  and  was, 
therefore,  the  foundation  of  improved  or- 
der and  tranquillity  in  Ireland.  But  if 
they  threw  doubt  on  the  proceedings  of 
the  assistant  barrister — if  they  mixed  him 
up  with  politics  by  imposing  on  him, 
the  duty  of  deciding  on  a  right  of  vot- 
ing, which  was  in  itself  vague  and  uncer- 
tain, this  would,  in  effect,  be  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  bring  back  to  that  state  of 
things  which  had  before  existed,  and  to  de- 
stroy the  probably  beneficial  effects  of  a  most 
valuable  institution.  And  when  he  declared 
this  opinion,  he  did  not  express  it  as  his 
own  view  of  the  case  only.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite,  who  had  sat  upon  the  Ficti- 
tious Votes  Committee  (Ireland),  could  not 
fail  to  recollect  the  evidence  of  the  assist- 
ant barristers  who  had  been  examined  be- 
fore them.  Tliese  gentlemen  had  expressed 
the  strongest  opinion  of  the  extreme  incon- 
venience and  mischief  likely  to  arise  from 
uniting  in  their  persons  the  duty  he 
had  described  with  that  which  properly  be- 
longed to  them.  They  said,  that  if  they 
were  to  be  called  upon  to  perform  the 
duties  of  registration,  it  was  of  the  utmost 
importance,  that  they  should  not  be  re- 
<juired  to  adjudicate  upon  an  uncertain, 
indetinite,  and  vague  right  of  votmg.  This 
was  their  opinion,  and  he  thought,  that 
tlie  arguments  which  he  had  suggested, 
showed,  that  the  present  uncertainty  of 


the  riffht  of  voting  in  the  manner  in  whidi 
he  had  pointed  out^  was  calculated  to  af- 
fect  the    administration    of  justice.      It 
might  be  argued,  that  registering  barristers 
might  be  appointed  distinct  from  the  as* 
sistant  barristers  3  but  if  they  were  to  be  so, 
who  was  to  be  intrusted,  he  would  ask,  with 
the  invidious  duty  of  appointing  the  barris- 
ters   to   perform  this  task?      The   noble 
Lord  opposite  had  pointed  out,  he  thought, 
with  great  justice,   the    great  objections 
which    existed    to     imposing    upon     the 
Speaker  of  the  House  a  duty  of  that  de- 
scription.    Could  it  be  imposed  upon  the 
judges  ?      In  his  opinion,  they  could  be 
called  upon  to  undertake  it  still  less  than 
the  Speaker.     Would  it  be  trusted  to  the 
Executive  Government  ?     He   was  sure, 
that  to  that  proposition,  lion.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  say  no  )  and  he  was  bound 
to  admit,  with  every  appearance  of  reason 
and  justice.      But  could   they  allow   the 
right  of  deciding  upon  matters  so  vague 
and  uncertain  as  the  value  of  property  to 
be  given  without  any  appeal  irreversibly 
to  any  barrister,  however  chosen  ?     Could 
they  impose  such  an  extent  of  authority  and 
power  to  any  one  man  }     He  thought  not ; 
and  he  asked  if  this  question  of  value,  as  it 
at  present  stood  under  the  existing  law, 
were  proposed  to  be  allowed   to  continue 
in  the  same  position,  to  what  tribunal  was 
it  to  be  referred  ?     Were  they  to  give  it, 
as  at  present,  to  a  judjje  and  jury  ?     He 
was  sure  that  no  friend  to  Ireland  would 
recommend  such  a  course.     Party  politics 
and  animosities  hud  already  gained  by  far 
too  great  admission  to  the  sanctuaries  of 
justice,  and  no  man  who  had  the  slightest 
regard  for  the  interests  of  Ireland  would 
consent  to  the  adoption  of  so  injurious  a 
system.     Was  it  to  be  referred  to  a  court 
of  appeal  such  as  the  noble  Lord  the  Se- 
cretary  for    Ireland   proposed    to    form  ? 
He  did  not  xv  ish  to  pronounce  an  opinion 
as  to  how  far  such  a  court  might  answer 
for  the  purpose  for  which  his  noble  Friend 
proposed   it,  *of  deciding  upon    points  of 
law,  but  he  thought,  that  at  all  events  it 
was  clear  such  a  court  would  be  altogether 
incompetent  to  deal  with  questions  not  of 
law  but  of  fact  when  the  result  of  evidence 
was  to  be  determined  on.     In  cases  of  dis- 
puted value,  when  the  nice  balance  of  con- 
flicting testimony  was  to  be  decided,  the 
evidence  mnst  be  heard  to  be  justly  esti- 
mated, and  of  course  three  barristers  sit- 
ting in  Dublin  could  not  hear  evidence  on 
appeals  from  all  the  courts  of  registration 
in  Ireland.  Wl^at,  then,  was  the  alternative? 
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tA^"-^^^  i^!ni4  '<^/'.  'Or.'i^  f*«sr«  4  <;.vx 
0»frt;f;MMti   «k'#  «^^.  4/v«.'.r;  .'.«;/!.    fie  itr-i^v 

wk/i  i'0t*iiMi  iiroijfi'l  ;iri'J  'MilrJ  in  fi'/  oi;;^rU:r 

Mi>MT  Xo  f^'t  wit  If  ilif:  iitr<-sim,  V»  IsJcc  fl«« 
f-ilbMlly  ofiD  %i*\§'.  iff  the  otii'.r,  airid  riun:}i 
ill  lliff  r«rik4  '/f  ffMih  |iAriy.  )5iit  while  h/: 
IiImI  I'ki  lionoiir  lo  lioIJ  sa  neat  in  tlii&t 
1  ruling  HwU  w/fiihl  not  In:  hi«  rjtu- 
fliii'-t  n<:  tlif»ij|(lit  that  in  ii  f|ii«ntioii 
of  111  14  kfn<l,  in  which  Ik?  IfJicw:!!  th(? 
|f«'H(4',  hM|i|iinf'iis    and    nt.ihiliiy,    <if    chi- 

l'lfl|fM'<i     tt'TC     lit    titilW'i    hi:    hhoilhl    H4:t    on 

thr  (lh'tMlr«  of  hJM  ovvn  infti-|i4'nfh'ni  jud^- 
ifM'nl,  frr*  inmt  Hk-  triiinii:i:U  of  party 
inti'rc4lii  iind  ronniM  tionn.  And  hi:  uoiild 
rr«|ii'f:t(iiliy  ii|f|rf'iil  to  hon.  Oi'nlhjnirn  o|i- 

INwiti'  who  ii^nnd  uiih  hioi  in  diN:i|i|irov- 
MK  of  iixfn-nn-  uc\iif  on  cithiT  i«idi',  and 
fl«*iiirin|{  thttt  ih«!  ()u<  ntion  hhoidd  iM'Hctilid 
mi  Ji  iNiiiiR  fuir  lo  all  ptiitir^  and  to  all  in- 
lrrii«t«.  and  ciiln'iit  Ihrni  toimk  thctfiM'lvch 
wlivthnr  tlii«  hill  did  not  Imhl  out   n  fair 

Jinm)H'rt  of  iirriviiiK  at  mirli  u  M-ltlcnnMit. 
r  it  ilid  hiihl  OIK  mirh  h  |iniN|N.Ttf  u-iih  it 
not  thrir  tUOy  lo  HM|i|M>ri  it  f  llrdid  noi 
pridi'^H  liny  lMo|iian  lirwH  aii  In  tin?  n«!rr»i- 
aity  nl*  inrii  nUayn  voting  in  I  lint  IIoiim' 
liMirt'ly  nil  tin*  di<iati'H  of  their  own  npin- 
hum.  I  111  kiH'W  that  it  umh  a  nl•^l■^Mary 
iNiii«iii|ticiirii  id    till*  I'oiiiititiitiiin  ofniirCiii- 
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ki^^'i  '/  !'•  ;^.t:iui^e.y  scCtlin^  «£py«a  into 
thst  -tatc  Of  •iei.ritT  knd  ^ma^niLij  tkat 
«o«i!d  .r.vitc  tri*?  AppIIvaiio.i  of  Pe^Uk 
r^piul  a/id  irit^iiigf^c-.^  tcr  iapo^re  ike 
cocidi:iori  'if  iu  «bt,  aad.  lie  ftaxed.  still 
!  mi ■erahic  [Xipuljiti<r«  r  If  tliey  louLed  boc 
I  fnert:ly  to  the  iotemalitate  of  Irdaad,  bat 
alv>  to  the  Btate  of  our  foreign  idatioas, 
would  aoy  man  venture  to  tell  him  tbt 
th«  im;iortance  of  aettliog  this  qtieitits 
was  not  greatly  increased  {  Were  their 
not  in  many  qiiarteri  clouds  dating  up 
that  were  mo^t  ominous  in  their  appearance? 
Wai  thenr  not  a  ft'eling  and  a  temper  arising 
in  th<:  ininrN  anfl  ouiniuoA  of  men  in 
otlir:r  rountries,  that  threatened  the  raost 
M:rioij!i  (-on*ieijucnt:e&  ?  We  had  already 
enjoyed  an  l'luro|Mfan  peace  a*  long,  if  nut 
loiigiT,  than  any  whirh  this  country  had 
i:vrr  rn joyed,  hut  uii;^ht  ve  thcrehjrc  to 
lei  kon  that  that  |n*u(*c  would  last  fur  crer? 
For  hii  own  part,  ho  ruuld  nut  help  think- 
iii<;  that  the  very  length  of  time  during 
which  we  had  I'n joyed  iicarc  added  to 
the  douht  whether  it  would  eontinue,  and 
ti)  the  datipT  le->t  a  ditfercnt  state  of 
tliiii;;>*  iiii^ht  succeed  it.  lie  belicveillhat 
a  |Mipiilation  was  :tri»ing  in  this  and  othnr 
(iMintrieb,  hy  whom  the  miseries  of  war 
were  to  a  great  extent  forgotten,  and  that 
the  s.iiiic  piisHioiiH  and  interests  whirh  in 
fornier  titio's  had  ih'Milated  the  wf»rld  with 
war  and  hliMaUlied  might  again  lead  to  ai- 
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tnilar  results.  If,  then,  they  took  into 
consideration  all  these  probabilities  (or  at  all 
events  possibilities),  and  at  the  same  time 
looked  at  the  )>osition  of  the  country  at 
home  ^nd  abroad,  could  they  honestly  re- 
concile to  themselves  to  regard  this  mea. 
sure  as  one  of  minor  importance,  and  one 
upon  which  they  could  vote  according  to 
party  interests  and  party  animosities  ?  He 
confessed  that  he  could  not  believe  that 
this  would  be  the  case ;  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  the  House  would  not  participate 
with  him  in  the  deep  feeling  which  he  en- 
tertained, that  this  was  a  question  on  which 
they  were  bound  to  give  their  votes  un- 
biassed by  any  such  considerations.  He 
for  one  would  give  his  vote  under  a  sense 
of  the  greatest  responsibility,  but  without 
the  slightest  hesitation  or  doubt  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  support  the  second  reading  of 
the  bilfnow  before  the  House. 

Dr.  Lefroy  said,  there  were  some  parts 
of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
just  sat  down,  in  which  he  cordially  con- 
curred. He  had  expressed  himself  in  re- 
ference to  the  conduct  of  some  of  the 
Irish  judges  in  a  manner  which  every  m^n 
anxious  for  the  honour  of  the  profession, 
and  the  due  administration  of  the  law  must 
approve  of.  If  the  object  of  the  bill  be- 
fore the  House  were  to  establish,  what  he 
concurred  with  the  noble  Lord  in  thinking 
was  very  desirable,  namely,  a  test  of  the 
qualification,  which  would  put  ap  end  to 
all  doubt  and  perjury,  he  should  giye  it 
his  hearty  concurrence.  If  it  were  what 
it  imported  to  be  in  its  preamble,  he  would 
have  no  hesitation  in  giving  it  his  support; 
but  the  bill  before  the  House  was  anything 
but  a  bill  carrying  into  effect  its  own  pre- 
amble. The  noble  Lord  had  also  stated 
what  appeared  to  him  a  very  decisive  rea- 
son for  opposing  the  second  reading  of  the 
hill — namely,  that  they  had  not  sufficient 
information  before  them  on  which  to  pro- 
ceed. That  he  conceived  was  quite  suffi- 
cient ground  to  prevent  their  wasting  (he 
time  of  the  Hquse  in  going  intq  commit- 
tee, when  they  had  not  sufficient  evidence 
to  act  upon  throughout.  Under  these  cir- 
cun^stances,  he  had  not  the  slightest  hesi- 
tation in  giving  his  unqualified  support  to 
the  motion  of  his  noble  Friend,  for  the 
postponement  of  the  bill.  It  was  admitted 
by  the  hen.  Member  for  Halifax,  who  last 
night  took  a  leading  part  in  support  of  the 
bill,  that  it  abolished  all  the  county  fran- 
chises, and  substituted  a  new  species  of 
franchise  iu  their  stead,  ^nd  reduced  those 


of  the  towns  to  qne-h^lf  of  their  prefaqi 
qualiBcation.  The  8£|m^  thing  wa«  9dmit*> 
ted  by  the  noble  Lord  who  clofief)  the  dlt- 
bate,  and  they  had,  therefore,  a  distinct 
admission  that  the  bill  was  pf  a  q^tuie 
which  of  necessity  infringed  upon  th^ 
great  leading  principles  of  the  Reform 
Act.  In  truth  the  honest  title  of  the  bill 
should  be  a  bill  to  abolish  all  the  pouply 
franchises  in  Ireland,  as  established  by  th0 
Reform  Act,  and  to  substitute  pther«  in 
their  stead,  and  Iq  modify  and  alter  those 
for  the  towns.  Now,  if  that  which  should 
be  so,  were  the  title  of  the  bill,  he  shpuld 
wish  to  know  what  the  noble  Lord  who 
last  addressed  the  House  (the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax)  would  say  to  jt.  He  should 
like  to  know  whether  it  would  come  wjtbin 
those  limits  beyond  the  four  corners  of  the 
Reform  Act  which  his  doctrines  of  finality 
would  permit  him  to  go  to.^  But  let  the 
opinion  of  the  noble  Lord,  or  the  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax,  be  what  it  might  on 
that  point,  the  present  bill  was,  in  the 
face  of  it,  a  bill  for  violating  plainly  and 
palpably  the  great  principles  of  the  Reforin 
Act ;  and  upon  that  ground  he  conceived 
the  House  was  bound,  in  the  very  fix%i  in- 
stance, to  reject  sqch  a  measure.  The 
noble  Lord  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House,  had  expressed  what  he  perfectly 
concurred  with  him  in — a  wish  for  the  ea- 
tablishment  of  son^e  test  by  which  they 
would  get  rid  of  the  oath  of  the  party,  f^nd 
of  all  the  uncertainty  anc}  difficulty  attendr 
ing  the  decision  of  the  question  on  the  ex- 
isting franchise  for  counties.  He  per- 
fectly concurred  with  the  noble  Lord  in 
that  object ;  but  was  that  the  object  of  the 
present  bill  ?  It  was  not,  except  in  its 
preamble ;  but  the  object  of  it^  enactmeqtB 
was  to  abolish  altogether  the  existing  fran- 
chise. It  might  have  been  a  bill  to  achieve 
the  other  object,  but  it  was  not  so.  (f  it 
had  been  a  bill  to  establish  a  ciiterion  of 
value  founded  on  the  valuation  under  the 
Poor-law  Act,  and  that  valuation  had  heep 
legally  and  correctly  made  according  to 
the  directions  of  the  act,  it  wquld  have  af- 
forded one  great  and  fundap^ental  elemept 
in  ascertaining  the  franchise,  namely,  the 
value  of  the  land  out  of  which  the  fran- 
chise was  derived  ;  and  if,  after  deducting 
the  rent  from  this  valuation,  the  tepant 
should  appear  to  have  a  profit  of  10/.  per 
annum,  they  woqld  thep  have  had  a  clfar 
test  to  ascertain  the  qualification  without 
the  conflict  of  the  solvent  tenant  testy  or 
the  beneficial  interest  test  at  present  tit- 
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iftb^ ;  and,  if  tbe  Poor-liv  ralaaiioo  had 
bees  above  FUf^pkricis  whicb  viit  far  fron. 
bein^  tbe  ca&e^,  Lhey  wvuid  ixate  Lud  a  ba- 
aia  oii  wbicb  to  arrite  a*.  ctrriaiZitT. « iitioui 
being  obhged  to  appeal  to  ibt  oalb  of  tlie 
party,  ajid  bavt  tbuf  avoided  iLose  templa- 
tiont  to  perjury  to  wLicb  iLe  nob'.e  L^rd 
alluded.  But  tbat  wai  tiot  ibe  object  of 
the  bill — ^it  was  dcA  to  adopt  anycrltenoti 
ior  afcertttiuiDg  ibe  cle»r  pro6t  of  ibe 
voU*r  beyoKid  tbe  rent  be  paid — it  vat 
•ioit/ly  Vj  aboJibb  tbeexUliri^quaJificatiou, 
aod  to  »ub^titut«  in  itf  place  wbtt  be  d:usi 
ttkt  tbe  liberty  ofi&dyiii^  was  a  pa:e  de- 
nocrktic  prirtci^jle — namely,  tbe  li ability 
to  vote,  wbicb  was  do  test  wbatsoever  of 
profit  or  interest  iu  tbe  Ur^d — a  principle 
wbicb  those  wbo  brou^bt  in  tbe  Reform 
liill  uevtr  would  condescend  to  adopt.  If 
tbere  were  ariy  pnitciple,  plain  and  clear, 
on  tbe  face  of  tbat  bill — if  tberc  were  any 

1/rinciole  wbicb  tbe  proruoterv  of  tbe  bifl 
lad  clearly  in  view,  it  was  tbis — tbat,  al- 
ibouf^i  tbe  object  was  to  enlarge  tbe  con- 
•litueiicy,  and  Ut  enlarge  it  very  consider- 
ably, the  extension  of  tbe  francbise,  to  be 
given  to  additional  population,  was  to  be 
Kiven  ibrough  tbe  medium  of  property, 
'f'bif  was  plain  and  palpable  in  tbe  face  of 
the  Irish  lieforrn  Act.  f  n  counties  tlie  test 
of  property  was  having  a  profit  of  10/.  a 
year  beyond  tbe  rent.  It  was  not  material 
then  to  discuss  bow  that  profit  was  to  be 
ascertained;  but  a  profit  of  10/.  a  year 
beyond  the  rent  was  required  for  the 
county  franchise,  and  in  a  town  tbe  quali- 
fication was  the  occupation  of  a  bouse  of 
the  yearly  value  of  10/. — a  sure  criterion 
that  property  shouUl  be  represented  as 
well  as  numbers.  Indeed,  if  landed  pro- 
perty was  to  be  repiesenteJ,  he  could  not 
conceive  how  it  was  possible,  consistently 
with  a  very  extended  franchise  among  the 
population,  that  it  could  be  effectually 
represented,  unless  you  guard  it  by  re- 
quiring some  intercist  in  the  land  on  the 
part  of  him  who  whs  to  obtain  the  fran- 
chise. The  man  who  held  an  estate  of 
10,000/.  per  annum,  bad  only  one  vote  in 
right  of  his  land,  and  if  every  one  having 
a  vote  in  right  of  land  had  not  an  inter- 
est, so  as  to  make  ull  participate  in  what 
regarded  the  land,  it  wasevidiMit  tbe  large 
proprietors  would  not  be  fairly  represented. 
Uut  a  community  of  interest  was  estab- 
lished by  the  nrovision  that  the  franchise 
derived  out  of  laud  should  bn  accompaniiMl 
by  n  certain  profit  us  tlie  trst  of  iin  inti*r- 
esl.      Hut   this    test   was   nliolishetl    by 


tbe  pmect  bilL  Tbe  nuag 
PcKV-iav  was  no  cmenoB  of  pnftitw  W 
profit.  Tbe  occupier  vm  aoi  niai 
t^isber  or  lover  oc  accoaot  of  paji^mi 
ior  his  land.  It  vai  not  tbe  value  ovor 
rent  vhic^  wi£  mqnired  into,  bnt  tbe 
of  tbe  land  as  h  stood.  Rttisig 
Poor-lav  could  never  iberefbre  of 
be  a  test  of  profit  above  the 
vet  ibis  vas  the  on  It  test 
provides  for  tbe  future  frandii 
ties— and  *±at  a  rating  en  a  vailae  of  SL 
per  aonnm.  A  mao  nay  pay  a 
bi^er  than  the  value,  aod  thot  liave 
DiOnstrably  oo  interest  in  tbe  land, 
vet  be  vonld  be  entitled  to  tbe 
In  towns  the  party  vas  ooly  reqoiied  lo 
occupy  a  House  of  the  yeuiy  valae  of 
10/. ;  it  was  therefore  niterly 
to  reduce  the  qualification  by 
It  was  plain  therefore,  that  tbe*  object 
not  as  asserted  in  the  preamble,  to 
doubts  and  difficnhies  in  ascenainio^ 
qualification  ;  for  no  conflictiDg  q\ 
as  to  the  solvent  interest  test,  or  tbe 
neficial  interest,  could  arise  in  towns.  He 
trusted  that  one  object,  which  appeored 
lo  him  inevitable,  had  not  been  comeos- 
plated,  when  it  was  proposed  to  ledaee 
the  Parliamentary  franchise  io  towns  to 
5/.  It  was  plain,  that  if  that  was  done, 
tbe  qualification  for  the  mnnicipal  dec 
tors  could  not  stand  at  10/.  Was  it» 
then,  intended,  or  was  that  resak  to  be 
overlooked,  that  in  these  limes  they  wem 
to  have  the  question  of  the  manicipal 
franchise  stirred  up  a^ain  ?  That  qnes* 
tion  was  supposed  to  have  been  set  at 
rest ;  but  if  the  Parliamentary  franchise 
was  to  be  reduced  to  5/.,  ir  was  impossible 
that  the  municipal  qualification  coald 
stand  at  10/.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
that  alteration  as  suggested  in  the  billp 
was  substantially  an  alteration  of  tbe 
Reform  Act — and  tbat  had  been  admitted 
by  the  noble  Ijord  who  had  brought  for- 
ward the  present  measure  in  February, 
\H'.i\K  When  tbe  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  assimilate  the  franchise  in  the 
two  countries,  the  noble  Lord  is  reported 
to  have  said — 

*'Th«  inoiiuii  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
Kiieiid,  if  assented  to,  would  he  in  direct  coo* 
traventioii  lM>th  of  the  settlement  which  ac- 
c'oinpnnii'd  the  omancipation  act  of  1R99,  aod 
of  tlu*  nuttlenient  made  hy  ilie  lieforrn  Act  of 
Im:jv?." 

More  was  the  declaration  of  the  noble 
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Lordy  in  February  1839,  and  he  would 
ask  how  long  were  they  to  depend  upon 
the  declarations  of  a  Government  whose 
sentiments  and  opinions  were  so  quickly 
violated?  He  was  astonished  that  the 
Government  did  not  feel  the  mischief  to 
the  country,  and  the  disgrace  to  them- 
selves, that  attached  to  such  vacillating  and 
improper  conduct.  The  Government  in 
that  case  had  made  a  distinct  avowal, 
founded  on  the  supposition  that  it  was  for 
the  interest  of  the  whole  empire  to  abide  by 
it,  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  they 
found  them  departing  from  that  line  of 
policy  without  any  adequate  cause  or  oc- 
casion. Another  ground  of  objection  was 
the  novelty  of  the  franchise  which  it 
sought  to  introduce.  He  could  not  put  his 
opinionof  it  in  suchstrong  language  orade- 
quate  terms  as  his  noble  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Lancashire  when  discussing 
that  newly-invented  franchise.  The  noble 
Lord  said  it  was  a  franchise  which  nobody 
ever  thought  of  for  England,  or  dreamt  of 
for  Scotland.  Indeed  it  had  only  been 
heard  of  occasionally  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kilkeny,  when  he  broached  it  as 
the  basis  of  his  favourite  theory  of  testing 
the  qualification  of  the  franchise  by  the 
mere  payment  of  the  rate.  The  noble 
Lord  had  done  the  hon.  Member's  propo- 
sition injustice,  and  had  gone  somewhat 
short  of  the  democratic  principle  of  the 
hon.  Member.  It  was  on  liability  to 
vote*  the  noble  Lord  would  found  the 
franchise,  not  on  payment ;  and  ac- 
cordingly the  bill  before  them  was  founded 
not  upon  the  payment  of  the  rate,  but 
upon  the  liability.  It  might  be  matter 
of  gratification  to  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, but  it  was  matter  of  regret  to  him, 
that  in  so  many  points,  the  bill  was  in 
conformity  with  the  principles  expressed 
by  those  who  undoubtedly  carried  their 
democratic  views  to  an  extent  which  he 
was  happy  to  say  the  great  body  of  the 
House  nad  never  yet  given  their  counte- 
nance to.  But  it  was  a  melancholy  thing 
to  find  the  Government  laying  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  bill  adopting  so 
many  of  those  views,  and  giving  it  the 
sanction  of  their  names  and  authority. 
He  had  already  observed  that  the  proposed 
franchise  was  worse  than  the  40s.  fran- 
chise, for  that  required  not  only  a  larger 
interest  in  point  of  estate,  but  also  a 
profit,  although  not  a  large  one :  whereas 
the  present  did  not  require  one  farthins  of 
profit.     It  was  plain  the  Government  nad 

yoLLvi.  i^nii 


contemplated  this  class  of  persons  m  no 
better  than  paupers,  for  according  to  the 
two  first  Poor-law  bills  brought  io  by 
them,  the  tenant  who  paid  no  higher 
rent  than  51  was  entitled  to  deduct  from 
the  landlord  the  whole  amount  of  bis 
rate.  The  present  Poor-law  Act  was 
brought  on  in  the  same  form,  and  it  was 
not  until  it  had  been  altered  in  committee 
that  the  tenant  under  such  circumstances 
was  debarred  from  deducting  the  amount 
of  the  rate  from  his  landlord.  Now  let 
the  House  consider  what  was  the  state  of 
the  law  in  England  in  that  respect — ^it 
required  the  rating  of  a  tenement  of  the 
value  of  10/.  a-year  to  enable  the  pauper 
to  receive  the  parish  relief.  That  was  the 
right  of  settlement  as  it  existed  in  Eng- 
land under  the  old  law.  So  that  in 
reality,  if  the  bill  should  pass  into  a  law, 
they  would  have  a  qualification  for  the 
Irish  Parliamentary  franchise,  not  exceed* 
ing  half,  and  not  necessarily  amount- 
ing even  to  one-half  the  value,  which  was 
necessary  to  qualify  a  pauper  in  Eng- 
land to  receive  parish  relief.  One  of  the 
grounds  on  which  that  mischievous  and 
extraordinary  change  had  been  supported 
was,  first  of  all,  that  it  was  with  a  view  to 
enlarge  the  constituency  of  Ireland ;  and 
secondly,  to  prevent  its  being  diminished, 
when  the  poor  laws  came  generally  into 
operation.  Now,  upon  that  point  they 
had  no  sufficient  evidence  before  them  of 
the  fact,  either  that  the  constituency  had 
been  diminished,  or  of  the  probable  occur- 
rence of  such  an  event.  The  document 
which  had  been  already  adverted  to,  and 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table  on 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  KiL 
kenny — that  document,  with  one  obser« 
vation,  gave  them  the  present  state  of  the 
constituency  in  Ireland.  He  admitted 
that  the  constituency,  registered  in  1832, 
had  fallen  to  the  ground,  unless  since  re- 
registered ;  but  he  contended  that  if  that 
constituency  was  such  as  it  was  represen- 
ted, and  ought  to  have  been,  they  might 
be  registered  upon  their  certificates.  If 
that  constituency  had  a  right  to  be  on  the 
registry  in  October,  1840,  they  might,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  decision  of  the  law 
in  Ireland,  on  the  production  of  their  cer- 
tificates be  put  upon  the  registry.  There- 
fore he  was  entitled  to  take  that  return  •• 
establishing  the  constituency  as  it  did,  or 
at  all  events,  as  it  might  exist  in  Ireland. 
What  was  the  result  according  to  thst 
document  ?  A  great  deal  bad  been  said 
2Q 
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|f.iv<-  fi  I  *,tifri-  to  any  r-xpc:'J:'-f.t|[ii|rtl'  ijl;i(ly 
••I'll  M  ij/->(«i-f;it«;  ifii  Hfift  a«  lljt  pr«r4cril,  lo 
fc»-<(i  (1  f'sii>ofi:ii>|4:  profK/rtJoii  >>«'iw#'#-ii  the 
r<;ii«lilijf-iiry  :ir«<i  (||i-  p//|iijlai(ori.  Wi.tn 
lion,  'ii-i»tl(  iij<  II  tatkffl  of  «filur<;nit;  ihc 
M/iifililiiinry,  m  ii-fi  Mfifo  fo  ill*:  fKjpfil:i- 
Hon,  hi'  Mroiitd  tiiKc  It  .ivf  to  n^iy  iliiil  it  wii  t 
lillifily  iiii|i<iMiMi-  to  U(!iilufi:  with  irt|ifrrl 
Ui  lilt!  irif  II'  iiiiilliiriiHtiCiil  tiriii(:i|iii  B  of 
|»fo|if>rlioii.  Miiiiy  otlicr  lliMif^B  iinihl  Ih* 
tiikni  into  iirffiiiiit  Iir«i(li*ii  iiimiiIh  IH  >-llir 
riifiinmliiiirfH  of  llif  roiiiilty  iii  ir«|Mfi  of 
|iio|ii-ily,  HJiiili  ini(;ltt  iiiulfriiilly  nrromit 
C'li,  iiiifl  jiihiiCy,  ii(liiiiiiii»liiM|  roimlMiinicy. 
'Ilii-ii*  will*  MiriiiiikliiiircH,  hUu,  iilifiidiiii; 
Iticrijirl  id'  inririiiiii^  llir  fuimliliichry, 
ill  irinriini  to  lltn  ^i  mral  liiiLiiin*  n|' 
|Miwii  ill  till'  slate.  It  wiiR  It  iriiiiiii  roii- 
■idiMiiliiin,  uiid  nliuuld  U*  widl  wriglied  hy 


ui.-:  i'.d-  •?:.  •'i<ei::rrii«ai..  viisi  m  imci  voiiBtf 
■1     .b.-«'    T ;.:    •»-..--ouiii.    iiiD^   uic    M 
'•?:■. !r*~-    -I    i^.    •til— »  u'    lull  Ia.is^  vol 


u*f   r-f.r«  net.  tW 
!-  ^T   Wm  ift'?-  OT.  '.w-  :':o:*r,r  side  «/  ike 
."?■'.  •»!  : ■  •  .»f *+s:  ■  r    tftn. .  w«  c  i:iri*  hmomma* 
€^  t'.    '.•.rt-r'ret  :    nvtt  Uie  Nemfaen  •■ 
L'l  isde  subouoted  to  siiiv-iviiee;.     Wk»i 
likf  iL«;  r&K  NDce  the  pus^ns  of  tte  m- 
Tom  Li!?     Wlt,  ikat  the  Members  «te 
Biit  on  the  op'pcuie  fade,  ind  sunooaded 
tbf:  l.orj.  and  learced  Member  fc>r  Dublia, 
amouriied  to  Kvc&iy;    while  thoie  ob  li« 
r\fr.    I^rro\'»)    side,   a'founted   to  oalj 
|(:ir>y'five.     He  vould  fenture  to  predict 
that  if  a  coDUiioeiiCT   were  to  be  formed, 
«ij'h  as  this  bill  prupofted.a  very  rouaider- 
:jMe  prrf*oriion  of  the  future  Membera  for 
Irr-br.d  would  be  repealers;  and  it  ihoald 
Ixr  recollected   that  at   the  very  mooient 
'Ahf-n  Lord  Altliorp  said  he  would  ruther 
v:(r    a   civil    war  than  a   violation  of  the 
union,  lie  added,  unle^e  it  were  deiired  by 
;i  very  larj^e  and  prepondi rating  majority 
of  thf    Irish    Members.     They   had  had 
another  ar^^nment  for  increasing  the  coo- 
«iitiienry,  and  tliiit  was  the  report  of  iIm 
<tt:iitl<.'iiion   commissioned    by    the    BoUe 
Lord  tin:  Scrretary   for  Ireland  to  make  ft 
rfpori  n|>on  the  working  of  the  Poor  kw 
iii'i  in  that  country.     lie  referred  to  thft 
repi'ft  of  Messis.  ifnig  and  Deasy,  and  he 
doul)ifd  i-xrcedin^ly,  without  wishing  to 
riMt  uny   imputation  on  these  genllemeftt 
whithor      that     report     had     not     been 
made  to  sup|iort  the  bill  before  the  llouat 
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rather  than  that  the  bill  was  founded 
upon  the  report.  He  could  not  find  any 
date  to  the  report  which  he  held  in  hU 
hand,  and  which  had  been  laid  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House  the  previous  day.  He 
foundi  however,  by  a  former  report,  that 
they  were  proceeding  on  their  commission 
at  the  end  of  the  month  of  October.  Now 
if  these  Qentleinan  were  not  apprised  at 
that  time  of  what  was  brewing  in  tbe 
cauldron,  they  were  more  ignorant  than 
most  other  persons  —  for  it  was  pretty 
generally  surmised  (hat  a  bill  was  being 
prepared  on  that  principle.  These  Gen- 
tlemen had  been  sent  to  make  a  report  on 
the  working  of  the  valuation  under  the 
Poor-law  act,  and  he  found  that  in  their 
report  they  staled  its  working  to  be  in 
precisely  such  terms  as  would  recommend 
to  the  House  the  adoption  of  the  principle 
of  the  present  bill.  He  found  in  the  re- 
port this  short  but  remarkable  observa- 
tion : — 

"  If  the  law  were  to  require  any  excess  of 
rating  over  rent,  however  small,  framed  as  the 
Poor-law  valuations  have  been,  such  a  test 
would  exclude  the  tenants,  even  of  the  roost 
indulgent  landlords.  This  is  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  the  valuations  being  generally  be- 
low tbe  rents." 

Here  was  a  strong  reason  given  for 
abolishing  the  existing  system  ;  for  if  this 
were  so,  and  the  Poor-law  rating  was  to 
abide,  it  made  it  almost  impracticable  for 
any  tenant  to  have  the  franchise,  if  the 
rent  was  to  be  deducted.  But  what  did 
these  gentlemen  say  with  respect  to  the 
rate  ?  Why,  that  it  was  totally  contrary 
to  all  the  provisions  of  the  Poor-law  act 
— that  it  was  taken  on  a  principle  in  total 
contravention  of  all  law — that  it  was  a 
rule  which  could  not  be  maintained  ;  and 
yet  the  rule  which  they  themselves  so  dis- 
parage, and  which  they  maintained,  could 
not  be  instanced  as  valid,  and  which  must 
at  the  very  next  valuation  be  abandoned. 
The  House  was  to  legislate  upon  that 
rate  as  an  appropriate  one  for  the  fran- 
chise in  Ireland.  Whatever  weight 
might  be  due  to  the  report  of  those 
gentlemen,  it  was  an  opinion  given  upon 
a  review  of  ten  unions  only  out  of  140; 
and  on  the  basis  of  such  an  opinion 
they  were  now  called  upon  to  legislate, 
and  with  such  imperfect  information  as 
was  now  before  them.  The  noble  Lord 
(Howick)  who  had  last  addressed  tbe 
House — with  what  consistency  he  himaelf 
could  best  judge,  for  he  did  nol  preleod 


to  do  so— had  told  them  that  ha  meant  to 
vote  for  the  second  reading.  There  was  one 
more  objection  which  be  wished  to  adteri 
to  before  sitting  down — an  objeotion  ontbt 
principle  of  which  the  40s.  freeholders  had 
been  mainly  abolished  —  a  principle  in 
support  of  the  value  of  whlah  he  wm 
prepared  to  call  for  a  witness  of  the  higheat 
authority  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House — he  meant  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin .  The  principle  of  Ibei 
objection  he  was  about  to  state  to  the  pre« 
sent  qualification  was  its  tendency  to  break 
up  the  property  of  the  country  into  small 
and  inconsiderable  portions.  That  wai 
one  of  the  mischievous  consequences  of 
the  old  40s.  system,  and  that  was  got  riil 
of  by  the  evidence  taken  before  com- 
mittees of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 
Before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dqblio 
was  examined,  and  he  should  trouble  the 
House  by  reading  a  few  passages  of  tbe 
testimony  the  hon.  and  learned  QentlemaA 
had  given  on  the  importance  of  increasinff 
the  franchise,  and  the  mischievous  conta* 
quences  of  reducing  and  subdividing  tho 
land  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  con- 
stituency. In  answer  to  questioiis  put  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  he  said|  on 
being  asked, — 

**  Do  you  think  the  raising  the  qualification 
to  10/,  would  be  productive  of  great  benefit  to 
Ireland  ? — I  think  it  would  be  productive  of 
benefit ;  it  is,  in  my  humble  judgment,  no 
small  benefit  if  you  get  rid  of  any  portion  of 
perjury ;  and  it  is  the  comroeneemeot  of  what 
we  want  in  Ireland^a  substantial  yeomaoiy. 
Would  the  qualification  of  10/.  be  eSeetu^l 
for  that  purpose?— I  think  it  would,  for  this 
reason :  your  Lordships  will  recollect  thatthere 
must  be  a  clear  pront  of  10/.  a-year,  and  a 
freehold  tenure — an  interest  in  the  land  for 
life.*' 

Now,  that  was  what  would  be  the  re- 
sult of  the  present  measure.  The  landlbrd 
would  lose  nothing — the  property  wou|4 
be  broken  up  into  small  fragments,  but  the 
rent  would  not  be  diminished  The  num- 
ber of  voters  would  be  immensely  in- 
creased, and  it  would  tend  to  the  cor- 
ruption of  the  constituency ;  and  no  hon. 
Gentleman  could  doubt  that  the  fewer  tl^e 
constituency,  the  more  liable  it  was  to 
corruption.  The  system  was  injorioofy 
therefore,  to  the  soundness  of  the  consti- 
tuency itself.  While  he  held  the  evidence 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  in  hia 
hands,  perhaps  the  House  would  aiUir 
him  to  rail  its  attention  to  another  pasaago 
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wii»  hinged,  rdfet  t^NirPe  rm*  tkff«e  tbii^pi 
f»4«>«toary  f'.*r  tfi^r  ^iti«<.f  ^i'm  frf*  the  frmA- 
<-liiy  :  fiff>*.  fliat  t|»«-  rlniuiavYt  tii'4ild  kare 
a  ti*!** ;  v-'^'.dlv,  tii^t  tlHT**  i»)»ouVI  dttHr 
1^  ah  rrf>*ijf»airir-v  :  surM  thtitilr.  tbst  tW 
A«*d  yi-i  lijcy  lii/i*  ».«:*i'i  n.i-  n'^U*-  l/^d  i^^  »/f  valu"  ou  i\tt  ptrt  of'tlie  tewM 
j/i-/|y/»iU|^  I'.  i*i«  Mom**,  ui.«l«uUiir-sfck  «yr  ,,|.o.i!il  »^  #  kar  and  distinct.  All  tltt 
i4:ijiO>HiK  <l<>ijt/ift  and  'l.Hi«  ulut  •  m  liit  al  f;.':!!!!/!!^  i/  vhiWi  they  dad  heard  w 
rouKfy  iffi'j  <owi»  fi4ii<  liiMM,  lo  aii'/l'ifi  liii-  ii,i|f-!i,  %iit|i  ri-*«|iif  t  to  raw*s  rif  fraud,  aad 
|/M-BAfii  &AiBiii(;  10/.  fikiM'IfiB* .  uf'd  fo  MliiililiHtl  h t'li  Mf  ^triiii;;iv  urgcd  oo  tk 
•liUiiiuN:  111  iih  |/L<<  a  laiiii/  teal  mKh  )i  atb  ntion  of  tlif  l}oii<4>,  reterred  to 
iii.v(-f,  ml  aiiy  uiiioiiiji, 'Oijlij  b''  a  U'»i  oi  taftl  ronn irt in ;f  t*^t  fiii  the  Mjbjcci  of 
i-fiiMioii  f/f  iliv  vi/iu  lijviit;/  uiiy  urrotjiif  ami  fuft  at  all  on  the  tvo  other  poiuCa. 
ol  i>ft/h(  ;  siimJ  whi'-li,  (III  M'f<<i«-,  III  VI I  Ah  fo  ihi-  titl«*  of  thf  rlaimaiit  of  the  frui- 
roul'l  he  ii  Idii  ii-kt  of  |»io|«Miy.  h*'iii;' <  rhi^',  thiit  riMiM  In*  rlvarly  pnirrd,  for  tlw 
hrfHid  on  ii  |«oit'ly  ih  ifio<'f.«tir  |iiiin  i|ili ,  |  jiurty  roiiM  iMr.ily  nh^nr  the  itecd  aoder 
tiinl  iirurty  Mjhvi.'fvivi'  of  ili«  lontliluliiHi.  i  which  fn;  rUiini"'  ^^   ^  phu*ed  upOD  th* 
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fcgister.  As  to  the  oocupaocy,  there 
could  be  little  difficulty,  as  it  could  be 
dearly  proved  and  ascertained  to  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  every  one;  but  when  they 
came  to  the  question  of  value,  they  re- 
sorted to  a  test  of  the  greatest  difficulty ; 
for,  instead  of  being  capable  of  direct  proof 
by  documentary  or  other  evidence,  it  ex- 
cited numerous  doubts,  and  became  a 
quest  ion  of  the  utmost  perplexity.  The 
House  well  knew  that,  even  in  questions 
involving  matters  of  fact  of  what  passed 
before  their  eyes,  and  of  scenes  that  came 
under  their  observation,  and  when  they 
had  only  to  refer  to  what  they  saw  and 
heard,  and  when  there  was  nothing  calcu- 
lated to  swerve  the  mind,  how  much 
human  testimony  varied ;  but  when  inter- 
ests were  mixed  up  with  discrepancies 
which  otherwise  arose,  it  was  impossible 
that  human  testimony  should  not  vary 
greatly.  When,  then,  they  had  a  great 
diversity  of  opinion,  arising  from  opposing 
interests,  or  prejudices,  or  passions,  was  it 
to  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  astonishment  ? 
Could  they,  under  such  circumstances, 
expect  strong  and  distinct  testimony,  ut- 
terly free  from  contradiction  or  variation. 
On  all  questions  of  the  value  of  tenancies 
of  estates,  there  was  something  in  the 
very  nature  of  the  subject — there  was 
something  conflicting  in  the  question  it- 
self, which  was  calculated  to  give  rise  to 
opposite  testimony.  The  test  or  interpre- 
tation, however,  was  applied  in  Ireland  in 
a  manner  which  was  utterly  unknown  in 
this  country.  In  England  this  s^iecies  of 
10/.  qualification  was  nominal,  and  could 
hardly  be  said  to  exist  at  all.  The  great 
proportion  of  the  voters  were  freeholders, 
or  tenants  at  will,  or  leaseholders  of  a  dif- 
ferent grade.  There  was  also  a  facility  of 
ascertaining  in  England  the  nature  of  the 
qualification,  and  of  investigating  the  whole 
facts  of  the  case  which  did  not  exist  in 
Ireland.  The  lower  franchise  in  England 
was  composed  almost  entirely  of  small  free- 
holds, and  there  was  nothing  in  Ireland  at 
present  which  coincided  with  the  40s,  free- 
holders  of  this  country.  In  point  of  fact, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  franchise  the 
most  glaring  differences  and  discrepancies 
existed  between  the  two  countries.  But 
in  addition,  the  test  of  value  as  applied  in 
Ireland  was  not  only  always  a  matter  of 
ambiguity,  but  it  was  also  a  question  of 
contested  law.  This  was  one  of  the  most 
baneful  evils  which  could  exist  in  any  state 
of  things,  and,  above  all,  on  a  matter  in- 
Tolviog  a  question  of  contested  rightf. 


This  stote  of  things  had  been  described  by 
a  most  able  and  distinguished  writer  as 
bein^  a  state  of  things  m^ich  must  be  pro^ 
ductive  of  the  worst  efiects  in  any  coyntry ; 
and  to  what  an  alarming  extent  was  tkis 
evil  allowed  to  attain  in  Ireland  I  TIm 
House  was  aware  that  a  question  had 
arisen  before  the  Irish  courts,  as  to  the 
interpretation  of  the  law  on  the  subicct  of 
this  test  of  value,  and  he  wished  Uentle- 
men  to  observe  how  this  had  aflected  Ibe 
franchise  in  that  countrv.  fiy  the  act  of 
1829  the  test  for  the  mnchise  was  de- 
clared to  be  what  a  solvent  tenant  ooald 
pay  beyond  his  rent.  This  was  inserted 
in  the  body  of  the  act,  and  also  in  two  of 
the  schedules  to  it;  thus  there  was  a  dw- 
tinct  incorporation  of  the  point  in  the  Act 
of  Parliament.  Amongst  the  tests  wbidi 
Parliament  in  its  wisdom  at  that  period 
thought  it  right  to  apply  on  this  subject 
was  a  form  of  oath  to  be  put  to  juries,  iu 
appeals  to  the  assizes,  on  questions  ioTolv- 
iiig  the  value  of  premises  for  which  the 
franchise  was  claimed.  This  oath  was 
omitted  in  the  Irish  Reform  Act,  and  the 
whole  of  this  part  of  the  act  of  1829  was 
left  out  of  that  measure.  The  question, 
then,  arose,  not  as  to  what  was  oootained 
in  the  Reform  Act,  but  as  to  whether  the 
test  he  had  just  described  was  to  be  ap- 
plied in  questions  arising  out  of  the  case 
of  leaseholders,  which  was  not  inserted  in 
the  Act  of  1829.  The  question  came  be- 
fore the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Kintf's 
Bench  in  Ireland,  who  determined  that  the 
oath  should  not  be  administered.  It  then 
came  before  another  of  the  judges,  who 
decided  in  an  opposite  way.  The  subject 
then  became  a  matter  for  the  consideratioii 
of  all  the  judges.  He  would  ask  whether 
this  wa9  not  putting  a  question  of  doubt- 
ful law  ?  The  judges  met,  and  gave  thmr 
distinct  opinions  on  the  subject.  The  poiDt 
raised  was,  whether  the  oath  he  haa  de- 
scribed was  or  was  not  lawful.  It  was  de- 
termined by  five  of  the  judges,  including 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen^s 
Bench,  that  the  oath  was  unhiwful.  On 
the  other  hand,  some  of  the  judges  were 
of  opinion  that  the  administration  of  diis 
oath  was  necessary.  When  the  questkm 
was  again  put,  it  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  ten  to  two  in  favour  of  the  test, 
as  three  of  the  judges  who  had  formed  a 
portion  of  the  minority  stated  that  they 
conceived  that  the  opinion  of  the  minority 
should  be  binding  on  the  minority  oo  a 
question  of  that  nature.  If,  then,  Ife 
showed  that   fire  of   the   judges  «si% 
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against  tlie  administering  this  oath  to 
juries  on  the  questions  of  disputed  value 
of  tenancies,  and  that  also  three  out  of  the 
ten  judges  who  formed  the  last  majority, 
which  decided  for  the  oath,  had,  in  the 
first  instance,  given  their  opinions  that  it 
should  not  be  administered,  he  considered 
that  it  would  be  a  sufficient  ground  to 
come  to  Parliament  and  ask  it  to  have  this 
question  settled  and  placed  on  a  sure 
foundation.  The  case,  then,  stowl  thus — 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  were  divided  in 
the  proportion  of  five  to  seven.  It  then 
liecame  in  the  proportion  of  ten  to  two,  as 
three  out  of  the  five  forming  the  former 
minority  afterwards  thought  proper  to 
sanction  the  opinion  of  the  majority.  He 
need  hardly  state,  that  it  was  the  opinion 
of  several  judges  that,  in  cases  of  a  douljt- 
ful  nature  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
Jaw,  the  minority  should  be  bound  in  the 
Jast  instance  to  sanction  the  opinion  of  the 
majority.  This  was  the  case  in  the  year 
18'J7,  but  how  stood  the  (|uestion  now? 
Then  ihc  majority  of  the  judges  were  in 
favour  of  afiplying  this  test,  but  since  that 
time  there  had  been  (changes  on  the  bench, 
and  he  believed  that  if  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  was  to  be  asked  at  the  prcKcnt  mo- 
ment, it  would  be  found  that  the  (Opinion 
of  the  majority  was  contrary  to  what  it 
appeared  to  be  in  18.*}7.  The  majority 
against  the  putting  the  oath  lie  btlieved 
would  at  present  be  foinid  to  be  in  the 
pro})ortion  of  seven  to  five.  Under  this 
confiicting  state  of  opinion,  he  would  ask 
how  was  the  law  to  be  upheld.  On 
one  day  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's 
rench  was  in  a  minority  as  to  his  opinion, 
i'tnd  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  C'oninu»n  Pleas 
in  the  majority.  Since  then  there  had  been 
a  change,  and  the  Cliief  Justice  <»f  the 
former  court  wjis  now  in  a  majority,  while 
the  other  Chief  .Fustice  was  in  a  niin<»rity. 
Were  they,  then,  to  postpone  legislating 
on  the  subject  until  the  judges  were  unani- 
mous (m  the  ])oint,  or  uiitil  they  obtained 
an  opinion  similar  to  that  which  had  for- 
merly been  given.  He  contended  that  this 
state  of  things  culled  int|)crativo1y  for  an 
alteration  in  tlie  law,  and  it  really  lyecame 
a  disgrace  to  the  l.e^i>laturcnot  to  nmove 
all  doubts  as  to  the  question  of  the  fnui- 
chiso.  If  a  question  of  the  slightest  im- 
]>ortance  had  ari^en  as  to  proi)crly,  on 
which  there  was  a  conflicting  opinion 
amongst  the  judges,  or  involving  a  matter 
of  the  smalleht  amount,  there  woidd  not 
be  the  least  scruple  cm  the  part  of  Tarlia- 
mcnt  to  apply  a  remctly.  Was  it  not,  llicu. 


the  duty  of  the  House  to  take  the  proper 
steps  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  subject, 
and  make  the  law  clear  and  unambigucNis 
on  a  matter  of  such  vast  iniportaoce  m  the 
elective  franchise  ?  In  erery  case,  a  doubt 
in  the  law  was  both  a  dishonour  to  tlie 
law,  and  an  affliction  to  the  people ;  but  ib 
the  case  of  political  law,  mr  a  doubt  to 
exist,  for  this  conflict  of  opinion  among 
the  judges,  and  among  the  people  to  ood- 
tinue,  was  a  nuisance  which  must  be 
abated  ;  that  such  a  state  of  things  should 
exist  in  a  part  of  the  fundamental  consti- 
tution of  this  realm,  and  that  yet  any  man 
should  for  a  moment  doubt  the  alisolute 
necessity  of  taking  up  the  question,  witli 
a  view  to  its  settlement,  impressed  him 
with  the  utmost  astonishment.  There  were 
two  projects  upon  this  subject  before  the 
House,  k)etween  which  the  House  was  now 
called  upon  to  decide.  Let  him  assume-— 
and  he  conceived  there  were  very  few  |ier- 
sons  in  or  out  of  the  House,  who  did  not 
see  it  was  essential  to  remove  this  blot  oo 
our  institutions — let  him  assume  that  some- 
thing must  be  done,  that  some  alteration 
in  the  law  must  be  made  to  remedy  the 
evil,  and  let  him  g<i  into  the  main  features 
of  the  measures  before  the  House.  The 
bill  of  the  noble  Lord  op|H)site,  so  far  from 
affording  a  n'niedy,  did  but  aggravate  and 
exas|)erate  the  evil,  for  the  main  princinle, 
the  essence,  the  vital  feature  of  it  was,  that 
it  gave  an  ap|K:al  against  the  franchise  to 
the  judges.  'Jo  the  judges — and  to  the 
judges  to  do  what?  Not  to  settle  uucations 
iK'tween  parties  according  to  a  law,  the 
principles  of  which  were  known  and 
knowledged,  but  to  give  the  judges 
opportunity  of  having  stdl  further  questiona 
made,  of  exposing  the  ctMistituencics  to  the 
hazard  «)f  having  doubtful  law  made  still 
more  doubtful  by  its  applicatitni.  What 
woulil  be  the  cunse<|uence  }  What  must 
necessarily  ari>e  under  such  n  state  of 
things?  Supp«).se  an  assistant  barrister  ad- 
mitted ;'i(K)  votes;  or  sup|M)sc  rather,  that 
on  the  first  annual  revision  he  rejected  500 
votes.  An  ap|)cal  is  made  to  a  judgp  ;  the 
votes,  a(X*ording  to  his  view  of  the  cases^ 
are  goo<l,  and  he  places  them  on  the 
gister ;  an  electiim  takes  place — the 
didate  is  returned.  An  intervening  _ 
try  occun*,  the  sfime  voters  arc  objected  to, 
hut  the  assistant  barrister,  obeying  the 
opinion  of  the  judge,  leaves  them  on  the 
register.  The  objector,  however,  appeah 
fn)m  the  decision  tn  another  judfe  wbo 
has  come  into  the  circuit,  and  the  nev 
judge  having  an  opinion  ou  the  case  difi 
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felent  fhrni  his  predeceflsors>  removes  the 
(MX>  votes  (ran  the  rsj^ister.     Would  this 
bs  A  remedjr  ibr  the  eril,  or  would  it  not 
rather  be  An  aggravation  of  it.    Again^ 
under  the  present  law,  where  appeals  were 
to  be  made  to  any  judge  sitting  at  Nisi 
Prints,  and  where  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas  was  of  one  wav  of  thinking 
on  the  subject^  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Queen's  Bench  of  another,  any  person  who 
chose  to  appeal  against  a  vote  was  nearly 
sure  to  succeed,  (br  all  he  had  to  do  was  to 
elect  his  judge  according  to  the  nature  of 
hie  case.     It  was  pretty  well  admitted  on 
all  hands,  that  by  no  definition  of  the 
woids  of  the  Reform  Act  could  this  ques- 
tion be  settled.    On  what  basis,   then, 
oould  they  proceed  to  supply  a  remedy  for 
the  evil }     What  were  the  qualities  which 
should  be  required  as  a  test  ?     In  the  first 
place,  they  should  require  it  to  |)ervade 
the  whole  island,  either  at  once  or  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years.     This  was  the  case 
in   the   Poor-law  rating.     One   hundred 
and  forty  unions  would  comprise  the  whole 
of  Ireland,  and  of  these  one  hundred  and 
twenty  bad  already  been  declared.     Next 
came  the  consideration  as  to  what  test 
would  beet  comprise  every  species  of  pro- 
perty.    Here  aeain,  with  a  slight  except- 
ion, into  whidi  ne  would  not  then  enter-* 
a    very   slight  1  exception*— the   Poor-law 
test  would  be   found  to  apply  to  every 
species  of  property  which  could  give  the 
elective  franchise.     The  next  point  to  be 
looked  to  was  not  indeed  a  rating  perfectly 
uniform  through  all  parts  of  the  island, 
but  a  rating  uniform  in  large  districts  and 
among  large  populations.     Now,  he  found 
from  the  returns  relating  to  the  unions 
already  declared,  that  there  was  only  one 
with  a  population   under  20,000;   while 
there  were  eight  with  populations  of  up- 
wards of  100,000.     As  to  the  extent  of 
district,  there  were  only  twcuty-six  which 
had  under  100,000  acres.     In  the  test  of 
the  Poor-law  rating,  therefore,  they  had  a 
test  which  provid^  the  utmost  fiossible 
degree  of  uniformity  over  large  t  'stricts 
and  among  extensive  populations.     In  the 
Poor-law  rating,  also,  would  be  found  an- 
other important  requisite — a  counter  check 
to  prevent  fraud,  and  to  furnish  something 
which  of  itself  would  prevent  the  endea- 
vour to  get  the  franchise  without  a  title 
to  it.     Next  came  the  question  whether 
there  was  a  precedent  for  the  proposed 
registration,  and  he  was  prepared  witb  an 
answer   in    the    affirmative.     Before  the 
£iigliah  Poor-law  Act   had  been 


before  it  had  been  seen  in  practice,  io  es 
at  all  to  arrive  at  a  proof  of  its  adequaey' 
io  operation,  its  rating  was  adopted  by  de 
Legislature   as  the  rating  for   the  m- 
nicipal  franchise ;  and  this,  on  the  same 
ground  as  was  now  advanced  In  zeferMMe 
to  the  prennt  measure,  the  equality  of 
rating,  and  the  existence  of  oountercheck- 
ing  motives  to  prevent  fraud.     Had  nay 
other  mode  been  suggested  by  which  tw 
difficulty  could  be  got  rid  of?    He  hud 
heard  of  none  in  all  the  discussions  on  the 
sulject,  either  in  this  debate  or  on  a  for- 
mer occasion ;    and  it,  therefore,  appealed 
to  him  that  if  they  retired  from  the  ex- 
periment now  proposed  without  fbliy  oott- 
sidering  its  merits- ^without  seeing  bow 
near  it  could  be  modelled  to  the  purpotl», 
he  must  look  on  the  case  as  utterly  hope- 
less.   The  valuations  which  had  been  pro- 
ceeded upon  in  this  case  were  considerably 
below  the  net  value  of  the  property.   The 
argument  that  the  valuation  was  not  ab- 
solutely uniform  was  most  absurd :  to  suil- 
pose  that  you  could  obtain  uniformity  m 
questions  of  value  was  to  suppose  an  ial- 
possibility.     If  ratins  were  taken  as  a  test 
by  which  the  franchise  was  to  be  ikM9^ 
mined,  it  was  impossible  toexetaipt  the  test 
from  this  infirmity— that  in  some  places  It 
would  be  rather  higher  than  in  others.    It 
was  quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose  that 
they  were  assured  that  the  rating  could 
never  exceed  the  net  value  of  the  property. 
In  no  part  of  her  Majesty's  dominions, 
could  they  have  a  valuation  made  for  the 
purpose  of  a  rate  which  would  exceed  the 
net  valuation  of  the  property.     They  had, 
therefore,  in  this,  as  far  as  regarded  the 
poverty  of  the  franchise,  an  unobjectionable 
test.     Wbo  had  a  right  to  complain  of 
this  ?     No  one ;    for  any  one  who  had  a 
tenement  rated  below  its  value,  had  kia 
remedy  by  appeal.    The  first  great  pointy 
then,  was  that  the  basis  should  be  ascer- 
tained clearly  before  the  parties  went  into 
the  conflict  of  a  Registration  Court ;   and 
next,  that  the  basis,  extending  all  over  the 
island,  should  be  uniform  over  large  dis- 
tricts, and  over  large  populations.     The 
question  of  the  amount  of  franchise  he  was 
aware  was  one  which,  even  on  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  was  one  of  great  con- 
sideration, but  still  the  exact  amount  rf 
the  franchise  was  not  the  real  question 
now.    If  he  was  asked,  however,  why  id. 
in  the  present  state  of  their  information  on 
the  subj^t,  was  taken— though  this  was 
a  question  altogether  for  committee-<-bttt 
l(  lie  was  asked  why  this  sum  bad 
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taken  as  the  test^  lie  should  refer  to  the 
statement  made  by  his  noble  Friend  on  in- 
troducing the  bill.     One  main  reason  was, 
{bat  the  extent  of  the  franchise,  it  was 
calculated,    would    be     considerably    di. 
minished   by  the    adoption   of  a   higher 
test.     Much  controversy  had  arisen  as  to 
the  intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  Reform 
Bill.     In  considering  this  question,  it  was 
for  the  House  to  regard  it,  not  as  lawyers, 
but  as  politicians  and  statesmen  ;  and  the 
question  was  what,  in  this  point  of  view, 
they  considered  were  the  intentions  of  the 
authors  of  that  bill,  and  what  were  the 
rights  of  the  people  under  it  ?     They  were 
not  dealing  now  with  a  recent  question ; 
they  were  not  dealing  with  men  who  were 
for  the  first  time  seeking  to  acquire  rights, 
but  they  were  dealing  with  men  who  had 
acquired  a  franchise,  and  who   had  exer- 
cised it  now  for  eight  years.     The  point 
was^  how  did  the  Irish  people,  for  whom 
they  were  legislating,  look  at  the  question  ? 
They  did  not  inquire  into  the  particular 
meaning  of  particular  clauses,  but   they 
looked  to  the  declaration  of  their  legisla- 
tors, to  the  declarations  of  statesmen,  of 
those  who  brought  forward  measures,  and 
who  explained  them  to  Parliament ;  and 
from  these  declarations  let  him  ask,  what 
meaning  was  it  probable  the  Irish  people 
attached  to  the  one  part  of  the  Reform  Bill 
which  immediately  related  to  their  fran- 
chise?    They  found  that  in  1829,  an  act 
was  passed  to  establish  a  certain  franchise  ; 
and  that  in  1832  another  act  was  passed 
to  extend  that  franchise ;  but  that,  whereas 
the  act  of  1829  laid  down  as  a  test,  that 
the  solvent  tenant  should  be  able  to  afford 
10/.  over  and  above  the  rent,  this  test  was 
dropped    in    the    Reform    Act   of  1832. 
Again,  they  found  that  the  definition  of 
the  beneficial  interest  of  10/.  which  a  man 
may  have  in  his  own  holding,  M*as  in  their 
Act  of   1832,    though   it  was  not   in   the 
English    or  the  Scottish  Act;    and   they 
further  found  that  the  oath  which   in  the 
former  Act  the  assistant-barrister  was  au- 
thorised to  re(|nire  from  them  as  to  the 
solvent  tenant  test  was  abandoned  in  the 
act  of  1S32.     The  argument  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  House  was,  that  the  dc- 
iinition  was  unchanged,  and  that  the  test 
ought  to  be  retained^  and  that  by  law  it 
was  80  retained.     This  was  not  a  question 
to  be  argued  by  the  House,  in  the  cha. 
racter  of  lawyers,  but  as  politicians  ;  they 
must  consider  the   Reform   Act  with  re- 
ference to  tho  people  to  whom  they  ffave 
it^  and  with  reference  to  the  rights  which 


had  been  actually  enjojred  under  the 
Now  there  was  ample  evidence  to  prove 
that  in  1832,  when  the  new  tribunal  mm 
established   by  which  the  act  was   to  be 
administered,  when   the  sixty  barristen 
were  employed  under  the  direction  of  the 
noble   Ixnrd  opposite,  then  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  that  these  barristers  went  about 
administering  it  in  the  manner  tn  which 
the  people  there  generally  understood  it 
to  stanct.     Let  him  just  adl  the  attentioB 
of  the  House  to  the  state  of  things  wbidi 
existed  under  the  Reform  Act,  and  as  it 
existed  under  the  former  statute.    The 
act  of  1829   required  that   all  the  \0L 
freeholders  in  Ireland,  then  created,  should 
be  registered.     In  May,  1831,  a  retam 
was  made  to  the  House    of  ComnMMia» 
whence  it  appeared  that  under  the  act  of 
1829  there  were  then  (in  tlie  month  of 
May)  registered  20,109  10(.  freeholdeiein 
Ireland.     Now,  what  was  the  operation  of 
the  law  of  1832,  a  year  after  tnat  retam 
of  registered  10/.  freeholders  was  made? 
In  the  Autumn  of  1832,  it  appeared  that 
the  number  of  10/.  freeholders  registered 
under  the  Reform  Act  was  37,730,  making 
an  addition  of  17,639,  nearly  one-half,  to 
the  number  registered  under  the  former 
act.    The  Reform   Act  was   notoriously 
administered  on  the  construction  of  ezleii* 
sion  by  the  barristers,  and  on  that  con- 
struction it  was  understood  by  the  people. 
Was  it  not  then,  the  duty  of  Parliament, 
in   considering  exactly  how  this  matter 
stood,  and  how  a  new  law  was  to  be  ap- 
plied   to    existing    rights,     to   conaider 
what  rights  accrued  to  the  people  under 
the  Reform   Act,  in  that  construction  of 
extension  ?     Let    him  say  another  word 
on    this  point :     The  noble   Lord  oppo- 
site   was    at    that    time    Secretary    for 
Ireland ;  this  investigation  into  the  num- 
ber of  freehuhlers  touk   place  under  his 
guidanci*,  and  it  was  in  evidence  that  the 
barristers  were  consUintly  in  communica- 
tion with  him,   and  that  he  gave   them 
readily  and  promptly,  and  with  the  acute- 
ness  and  intelligence  which  characterised 
him,  the  construction  which  he  contem- 

tdated,  though  nothing  then  was  said  hf 
iini  against  that  construction.  In  1832 
there  was  a  contested  election  ;  and  a  coa* 
tested  petition ;  but  after  that  petitioa« 
after  an  inuuiry  had  taken  place,  after  the 
law  thus  administered  under  the  Rclbrm 
Act  had  been  investigated  by  a  select  com* 
niittec  of  the  House,  there  was  no  attempt 
made  to  introduce  an  act  declaratory  of  an 
opiHwite  construction.  The  Longford 
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niittee,  also,  composed  for  the  most  part  of 
geotlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
came  to  a  decision^  founded  upon  the  con- 
struction :  if,  then,  an  opposite  construc- 
tion had  been  intended,  it  was  most  disho- 
nest towards  the  people  of  Ireland  not  to 
declare  it  Ne?er,  until  the  present  ques- 
tion arose,  had  the  principle  heen  contested. 
And  here  let  him  cite  one  opinion  upon 
the  subject  which  the  House  would  do 
well  to  attend  to.  In  1829,  when  the 
House  was  debating  a  bill  for  raising  the 
Irish  franchise,  in  connection  with  the 
Emancipation  Act,  the  introduction  of  this 
very  test  of  good  and  solvent  tenant  was 
made  the  subject  of  discussion.  Among 
others,  Mr.  Leslie  Foster  said, 

*^  The  ordinary  question  was  put  every  day 
to  the  freeholder—'  By  virtue  of  your  oath,  sir, 
would  you  take  40f.  a  year  to  give  up  your 
house?  And  the  answer  was  of  course,  *No, 
it  is  worth  more,  and  I  will  not  leave  it.'  He 
saw  no  difference  between  the  law  of  England 
and  the  principle  adopted  in  this  case.'' 

Upon  which  the  noble  Lord,  then  Mr. 
Stanley,  said, 

'*  He  conceived,  that  it  was  quite  sufficient 
for  the  freeholder  to  prove  that  he  had  a  bene- 
ficial interest  of  10/.  in  his  land,  without  call- 
ing on  him  to  show  that  a  solvent  tenant  could 
afford  10/.  more.  The  hon.  Member  for  Louth 
had  put  a  question  which,  he  said,  had  fre- 
quently been  put  forth  from  this  side  of  the 
House.  He  asked,  '  If  you  do  not  approve  of 
this,  what  will  you  do  P'  And  he  said  that  he 
saw  no  middle  course.  Now  he  (Mr.  Stanley) 
did  see  a  middle  course.  The  complaint  of 
those  who  objected  to  this  clause  was,  not 
that  the  franchise  was  raised  from  40f.  to  10/., 
but  that  it  was  raised  much  higher,  at  the 
same  time  that  a  new  criterion  was  established 
for  ascertaining  the  reality  of  the  interest.  The 
middle  course  will  be  to  demand  proof  of  a 
bona  fide  10/.  interest  and  no  more.' 

Now  here  was  the  noble  Lord  using  the 
very  expression  of  beneficial  interest,  and 
doing  more,  saying  that  it  should  not  be 
tested  by  the  good  and  solvent  tenant  test. 
He  conceived  that  his  noble  Friend  was 
quite  right  in  taking  the  Reform  Act  as 
its  authors  framed  it,  and  as  the  people 
had  received  it  In  conclusion,  he  would 
call  on  all  who  looked  on  this  question- 
not  with  a  view  to  the  sordid  interests  of 
party— who  looked  to  the  interests  of  one- 
third  of  the  population  of  the  British  is- 
lands—who looked  to  the  future  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  Ireland — who  desired  the 
progress  in  the  rapid  career  of  improve- 
ment which  was  now  developing  so  much 

of  the  resources  of  that  oouotrjr*— who 


wished  to  extend  to  that  part  of  the  tm« 
pire  happiness  and  prosperity — Mvlj  and 
candidly  to  come  to  the  consideration  of 
this  question,  with  a  view  to  useful  and 
practical  legidation ;  and  he  trusted  that, 
for  this  purpose,  they  would  allow  the 
bill  to  go  into  committee. 

Sir  William  FoUett  quite  aoreed  with 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Genueman  who 
had  just  addressed  the  House,  that  tlw 
question  which  they  had  properly  to  con- 
sider on  the  second  reading  of  this  Uli. 
was  with  respect  to  the  dauses  which  had 
been  introduced  respecting  the  electife 
franchise.  He  quite  agreed  with  the  ri^t 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  that  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill  respecting  regtstradons  in 
Ireland  would  be  much  better  discussed  in 
committee.  But  it  was  the  questtpn  in- 
volved  in  those  clauses  respecting  the  eleo- 
tive  franchise  that  now  properly  arose  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill.  And  he 
must  say,  at  the  outset,  he  could  not  avoid 
expressing  his  surprise,  that  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  the  Attorney* 
general  for  Ireland,  under  whose  auspices 
this  hill  was  mainly  introduced,  should 
have  concluded  his  speech  without  ad- 
dressing a  single  wora  to  the  House  on 
the  great  and  sweeping  change,  without 
one  single  word  on  the  great  and  sweefHUg 
alterations  made  by  those  clauses  in  the 

f>rinciple  of  the  Reform  Bill,  which  le. 
ated  to  the  elective  franchise  in  Ireland. 
He  could  not  suppose  that  the  right  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  was  not  perfectly 
aware  of  the  full  scope  and  intent  of  thu 
bill,  although  he  had  treated  it  as  if  the 
whole  principle  which  the^r  were  discussing, 
-»as  if  the  whole  principle  which  those 
on  his  side  of  the  House  were  opposing^ 
was  the  application  of  the  Poor-rate  valaa-> 
tion  as  a  test  of  the  elective  frandiiio* 
That  was  the  main  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  speech,  with 
the  exception  of  the  argument,  partly  legal 
and  partly  political,  which  he  had  ad- 
dressed to  the  House  on  the  meaning  of 
the  beneficial  interest  under  the  Rerarm 
Bill.  But  was  the  application  of  the  Poor- 
rate,  as  a  test  of  value,  really  the  great  ob- 
jection on  that  side  of  the  House }  or  had 
they  reallv  offered  the  application  of  that 
test  ?  On  the  contrary,  he  (Sir  W.  Fd- 
lett)  for  one  was  perfectly  prepared  to  agree 
with  the  observation  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
die  Member  for  Monaghan  (Mr.  Lucas), 
and  witib  the  noble  Loi^,  the  Member  m 
Northumberland,  that  it  would  be  «IK« 
tfomoly  deiirabfe  tbnt  some  te|t«  irii^ 
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from  the  rate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor^ 
duly  and  properly  imposed,  or  from  some 
other  public  burden,  duly  and  pro- 
perly imposed  on  the  occupiers  of  land  in 
Ireland,  should  be  applied  to  determine 
the  qualiBcation  for  the  franchise,  and  that 
they  should  not  rest  alone  on  the  oath 
either  of  the  claimant  or  of  witnesses  com- 
ing forward  for  the  occasion.  He  knew 
not  why  it  should  be  supposed  that  they 
were  hostile  to  such  a  test)  on  the  con- 
trary, he  had  supported  it,  and  his  right 
hon.  Friends  near  him  had  supported  that 
test  tts  applied  to  the  qualification  for 
voting  in  municipal  bodies.  No;  that  was 
not  what  he  objected  to.  What  he  ob- 
jected to  was  this;  that,  under  |)re- 
tence>  if  he  might  so  say,  of  applying  the 
lV>or-rate  as  a  test  of  value,  it  swept 
away  and  destroyed  the  present  elective 
franchise  in  Ireland.  It  entirely  and  com- 
pletely destroyed  the  constituency  created 
by  the  Reform  Bill,  and  substituted  ano- 
ther constituency  on  a  totally  difierent 
principle  and  of  a  totally  different  cha- 
racter. He  would  undertake  to  say,  that 
he  could  satisfy  the  hon.  Member  for 
Halifax,  who  he  rcgi*ettcd  not  to  see  in 
his  place,  that  this  was  not  one  of  the 
minor  alterations  in  the  Reform  Bill,  that 
it  was  not  an  alteration  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  and  settling  a  question  arising 
from  that  bill,  but  that  it  was,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  riolent  interference  with  the  very 
principle  on  which  that  bill  rested.  On 
that  ground  ho  objected  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  he  must  again  say 
he  was  astonished,  that  the  right  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  the  Attorney-gene- 
ral for  Ireland,  should  not  have  nddrcKsed 
one  single  word  of  argument  to  that  part 
of  the  subject.  Before  he  went  into  the 
bill  to  show  that  it  was  an  interference 
with  the  Reform  Act,  the  House  would 
permit  him  to  say  one  wonl  as  to  the 
doubts  and  difhculties  which  the  right  hon. 
ami  learned  Gentleman  had  spoken  of  as 
having  arisen  under  the  Reform  Act,  and 
which  were  set  forth  in  the  preamble  as 
the  ground  of  the  present  measure.  The 
bill  did  not  profess  to  be  introduced  ftir 
the  purpose  or  altering  the  Reform  Bill,  or 
of  creatmg  a  new  constituencT  in  Ireland. 
They  found  nothing  of  either  in  the  pream- 
ble of  the  bill.  The  preamble  of  the  bill 
stated,  that  its  object  was  mainly  to  remove 
certain  doubts  respecting  the  qualification 
of  electors  in  Ireland.  The  bill  was  intro- 
duced on  the  ground  of  removing  doubts,  but 
when  they  came  to  the  cQacting  part  of  the 


bill  J  they  found  that  it  removed  ttodoabto, 
but  that  it  simply  swept  away  and  de- 
stroyed the  existing  qualificattooe  in  Ire- 
land. What  were  the  doubta  and  dili- 
culties  that  had  arisen.  He  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentlenaa ; 
and  no  one  more  deeply  lamented  the  fcet 
than  he  did  ;  that  the  scenee  whicli  were 
now  exhibited  in  Ireland  in  refinenoe  to 
the  elective  franchise  were  a  very  ^rent 
scandal  and  reproach  to  the  admioielra- 
tion  of  justice  in  the  country.  No  one 
more  deeply  lamented  those  scenes  than  he 
did ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  was  net  pre- 
pared to  admit,  that  the  blame  of  tnone 
scenes  could  be  properly  laid,  as  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  laid  them, 
to  deficiencies  in  the  wording  of  the  Re- 
form Bill.  He  was  not  prepared  to  adniit 
that.  As  an  English  gentleman^  and  no 
English  lawyer,  he  entirely  agreed  with 
the  lion.  Member  for  Halifax,  that  hecoaM 
not  understand  how  the  doubts  and  diffi- 
culties had  arisen.  The  difficulty  was  this. 
They  had  in  Ireland  words  giving  the 
elective  franchise  almost  precisely  the  aune 
as  in  England.  With  regard  to  two 
great  classes  of  voters  the  words  were 
exactly  the  same.  Tlic  freeholders  and 
occupiers  of  10/.  tenements  had  the 
franchise  under  precisely  the  same  words 
as  in  England.  The  difference  in  the 
case  of  leaseholders  was  in  the  use  of 
the  words  beneficial  interest  He  would 
again  appeal  to  the  lion.  Member  for  Hali- 
fax, whether  any  English  Gentleman — he 
knew  no  English  lawyer  would — rise  in 
his  place  and  say,  that  the  intrtKluction  of 
such  words  created  the  slightest  doubt  hi 
his  mind.  In  England,  then,  where  they 
had  words  with  respect  to  some  franchises 
exactly  the  same  as  in  Ireland,  what  was 
the  case  ?  They  had  revising  barristers 
in  different  parts  of  England.  They  had 
disconlant  deciHions  of  thow  revising  bar- 
risters. But  he  never  heard  of  a  revising 
barrister  entertaining  the  8li^hte8t  doubt 
of  the  meaning  of  th<ij«  words.  Those 
words  had  lieen  carried  into  effect  in  Bngu 
land  without  exciting  doubts  ordifTcrcneni 
of  opinion  at  all.  But  what  had  occuned 
in  Ireland  ?  As  the  right  hon.  and  leaned 
Gentleman  bad  informed  them<— as  seen 
as  the  Reform  Bill  was  passed,  certain  bar- 
risters  who  had  been  sent  down  under  the 
act  to  preside  at  the  registries,  had  given 
w  hat  was  (railed  the  large  and  liberal  esiH 
struct  ion  of  the  act.  But  did  the  right 
hnn.  and  learned  Cicntlenan  know-»did 
the  House  know-how  far  soose  of  thoet 


&lt         ParUamentdty  Voters  {Pstt.  S3} 


CIf9hmdj: 


»l» 


revising  barristers  went  In  the  liberality 
of  their  constructions,  not  with  regard  to 
the  Talue  of  freeholds  dr  leaseholds^  but 
with  regard  to  occupiers  of  10/.  tenements? 
He  oould  state^  for  he  had  seen  it  proved 
before  committees  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  persons  occupying  portions  of 
houses  which  had  been  left  out  of  the  local 
rate  because  they  were  under  the  value  of 
5L,  had  received  the  franchise  as  10/. 
occupiers.  Those  revising  barristers 
thought  they  were  giving  a  right  con- 
struction to  the  act  in  admitting  the  occu- 
|iSers  of  cellars  to  the  elective  franchise, 
because  by  their  trade^  or  in  some  other 
way  they  made  10/.  a-year  in  them.  That 
was  one  way  of  giving  a  construction  to 
the  bill  in  Ireland.  So  with  regard  to 
freeholds,  instead  of  taking  the  only  mode 
which  had  ever  been  heard  of  in  this 
country,  of  ascertaining  the  value,  they 
took  the  jfanciful  mode  of  calculating  the 
profits  of  the  possessor  in  some  other  way, 
by  which  he  might  make  up  the  10/.  If 
doubts  ocxnirrea  upon  this  act — which 
worked  so  well  and  with  so  little  doubt  in 
England — but  if  doubts  occurred  ftrom  the 
extraordinary  interpretntion  of  these  revis- 
ing barristers,  what  was  the  right  and 
proper  mode  of  settling  the  dispute  ?  tt 
was  certainly  not  to  come  to  Parliament, 
and  ask  Parliament  to  define  and  give  in- 
structions, because  Parliament  had  already 
spoken  in  plain  language.  He  could  fancy 
no  mode  kmt  one — an  appeal  to  the  Judges 
— and  he  could  not  conceive  any  more 
judicious,  right,  or  proper  mode  of  settling 
a  disputed  question  of  law  than  assembling 
the  twelve  judges  of  Ireland  to  hear  the 
matter  solemnly  argued  and  discussed  ; 
and  when  the  opinion  of  that  tribunal  was 
pronounced,  he  could  not  understand  how, 
he  could  hardly  believe,  that  any  one  had 
acted  against  the  decision  of  the  assembled 
judges.  Yet  what  was  the  fact  ?  Ten  of 
the  judges  in  Ireland  had  given  a  decision 
in  favour  of  that  construction  of  the  act 
which  was  adopted  in  England  without 
doubt  or  difficulty.  Ten  of  the  judges 
were  of  the  same  opinion,  but  two  were 
dissentients,  and  those  two  dissentient 
judges  chose,  notwithstanding  the  judg- 
ment of  their  brethren  on  the  bench,  to 
act  on  their  own  opinions,  and  that  had 
led  to  those  scenes  which  were  complained 
of.  He  oould  assure  the  House^  that  he 
never  approached  this  subject  without  re- 
gret. He  trusted  the  House  would  be- 
lieve, that  in  any  observations  which  he 
had  made,  or  might  make,  he  waa  not  imu 


noting  lmprop«ir  motivea  td  thesa  Jniigea. 

He  was  quite  sure  of  this,  that  there  Wis 
no  member  of  the  EngHrii  bar  who  huA 
attained  a  seat  on  the  judicial  belidi, 
had  ever  allowed  political  reelings  to  iM«l^ 
fere  with  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Mb 
believed  the  same  of  the  Irish  bar»  and  Mr 
that  reason,  he  the  more  deeply  lamentwl^ 
that  in  a  question  of  a  purely  poltticat  IM* 
ture,  where  one  would  have  suppoiedi  thMt 
an  individual  would  be  more  glad  to  yield  hie 
opinion  to  a  majority —the  two  dissentleiit 
judges  should  have  chnsen  to  set  up  tkek 
opinions  against  the  judgflkent  of  Slie 
others.  He  knew  they  might  be  told>  as 
they  had  been  by  the  hon.  and  learMd 
Member  fbr  Dublin,  on  a  former  ocMwimiy 
that  the  Judgment  of  the  judges  wai  set 
binding,  not  being  in  a  court  of  appeal  nr 
a  court  of  err^.  He  petfbctly  agfeed, 
that  the  Judgment  was  not  legally  binditiy, 
but  neitheir  was  the  judgment  of  tins 
Queen's  Benoh,  or  of  the  CommeH  PkM, 
wof  the  twelve  judges  in  criminal  casee^ 
binding  upon  individuals.  But  what  a 
state  would  the  Inw  of  England  lie 
in,  and  what  scenes  would  the  ooilflb 
exhibit,  if  such  decisions  were  net 
really  observed  P  What  man's  life  dfe' 
fortune  would  be  safb  if  Judgea  in  England 
chose  to  stick  to  their  individual  opftoioni, 
instead  of  yielding  to  the  solemn  jodg- 
ments  of  the  courts  ?  No  doubtfbl  ohm- 
tion  could  be  settled,  and  there  would  iNi 
no  security  ot  certainty  if  every  jiidie> 
notwithstanding  the  decision  of  a  majority 
of  his  brethren,  still  rated  on  his  own  opin- 
ion. Even  the  Government  acted  on  the 
opinion  of  a  midority  of  the  Judges.  In  the 
late  case  of  higti  treason,  a  majority  of  the 
judges  who  tried  the  prisoners  were  of 
opinion  that  they  ought  to  be  aoquitte^^ 
yet  the  Government  acted  on  the  ofnnten 
of  a  majority  of  the  twelve  Jadges,  in  oar- 
rying  out  the  sentence  eo  far  an  to  inflWfc 
severe,  although  not  the  fM  puniehnient. 
He  could  not  help  thinking  that  it  wottM 
have  been  m<ne  decolt>UB,  and  mofe  calcnw 
lated  to  create  respect  for  the  admlnistiv- 
tion  of  justice,  if  the  two  iudees  in  queHtoh 
had  given  up  their  individlttil  otNtaiottt,  AMI 
been  bound  by  the  opinion  of  tbe  najorit]^ 
He  riiould  say  so  if  ^  ^piestien  Were  etts 
unconnected  with  politica>  bnt  ft  wife 
denMy  incumbent  on  them  to  do  to  ^  m 
quee^on  in  which  political  feeKng  waH  hni 
volved.  He  would  net  follow  the  fMt 
hon.  and  leuned  Gentleman  in  det4il>  Mil 
he  must  refer  to  the  quotation  whkAi  hi 
imi  nade  from   a  sfeeoh  of  hia  mMi 
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Friend  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire, 
and  which  the  rieht  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  referred  to  as  if  the  speech 
had  been  made  on  the  introduction  of  the 
Reform  Bill.  That  speech  was  made  be- 
fore the  granting  of  the  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation Bill,  and  it  had  no  reference  to  the 
Question  which  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
irentleman  was  discussing,  which  was  the 
meaning  of  certain  clauses  of  the  Reform 
Bill.  The  right  hon.  Grentloman  had  in- 
troduced a  bill  last  Session,  containing  a 
definition  of  franchise  very  different  from 
anything  that  was  known  in  England. 
If  that  bill  had  passed,  it  would  have  in- 
creased tenfold  the  mischiefs  of  the  Irish 
system,  and  being,  moreover,  a  declaratory 
act  relating  to  that  which  was  law  in  Eng- 
land as  well  as  in  Ireland,  it  would  have 
introduced  the  same  doubts,  the  same  per- 

Iilexity,  and  the  same  difficulties  as  in  Eng- 
aod.  He  did  not  think  there  would  be 
more  success  with  the  present  bill.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  remove  doubts  or 
difficulties,  and  he  did  not  think  it  quite 
fair^  nor  quite  honest,  under  pretence  of 
removing  doubts  and  difficulties  to  intro- 
duce such  a  clause  as  he  should  now  quote 
to  the  House.  What  was  it  ?  He  said 
its  effect  was  this : — It  not  only  destroyed 
the  franchise  as  created  by  the  Reform 
Bill,  but  it  created  another,  based  on  a 
totally  different  principle.  How  did  the 
right  of  voting  now  stand  ?  The  present 
constituency  was  created  by  the  Catholic 
Emancipation  Act  and  the  Reform  Bill. 
The  qualifications  were  10/.  freeholds  and 
leaseholds  for  certain  terms,  for  sixty, 
twenty,  and  fourteen  years,  with  a  benefi- 
cial interest  of  10/.  or  20/.,  according  to 
the  length  of  the  term.  The  copyhold 
franchise  hardly  existed  in  Ireland.  Well, 
what  was  the  principle  on  which  these 
franchises  were  given  }  The  principle  of 
the  Reform  Bill  was  this — that  in  counties 
the  elective  franchise  should  be  based  upon 
property,  and  that  the  right  of  voting  in 
borouebs  should  be  based  upon  occunation. 
On  tnat  principle  the  Reform  Bill  was 
framed.  And  such,  too,  was  the  old  and 
constitutional  principle,  both  in  England 
and  Ireland,  that  the  right  of  voting  in 
counties  should  de|x$nd  upon  property,  anil 
in  boroughs  upon  occupation.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  would 
pardon  him  for  adverting  to  some  observa- 
tions made  by  him — not  in  the  House — 
upon  the  50/.  clause  in  England.  The 
noble  Lord  said  he  objected  to  that  I 
dauscj    not    so   much    on    the   ground  | 


of  abuses  to  which  it  led,  as 
it  interfered  with  the  principle  oa 
which  the  elective  franchise  in  oountiet 
was  bottomed  by  the  Reform  Bill,  namely* 
property,  and  not  occupation.  That  50/. 
franchise  was  the  only  instance  in  Englaad 
in  which  the  right  of  voting  in  countm 
was  not  based  upon  property.  In  Ire. 
land  there  was  no  insunoe.  But  wluit 
was  proposed  by  this  bill  ?  Nothing  \mm 
than  to  take  away  the  necessity  for  wmj 
property  at  all.  He  begged  the  attentioB 
of  the  House  particularly  to  this,  >>^*^— y 
it  was  impossible  to  collect  this  from  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
bill  proposed  to  require  no  property  qiialL 
fication  whatever.  Instead  of  a  freeMd 
or  leasehold  of  ten  pounds  value,  a  claioMat 
need  not  have  any  property  at  all  to  entitle 
him  to  vote,  because  the  bill  only  required 
him  to  be  an  occupier,  with  a  lease  ef 
fourteen  years,  of  a  tenement  rated  at  the 
value  of  5/.  But  the  occupier  of  such  a 
tenement  not  only  might  not  have  aa  ia- 
terest  of  10/.  or  5/.,  but  he  need  not  hare 
an  interest  of  one  single  farthing  to  en- 
title him  to  vote.  Now,  he  wanted  to 
know,  in  the  first  place,  was  not  thia  a 
complete  alteration  in  the  principle  of  the 
Reform  Bill.  What  was  its  effect?  Ite 
effect  would  be  this — that  every  occupier^ 
under  a  full  ruck- rent  of  a  cottage  or 
garden,  paying  the  full  value,  or  mote  than 
the  full  value  fur  it,  if  he  held  a  lease  of 
fourteen  years,  would  be  entitled  to  fete 
in  elections  for  counties.  What  was  thie 
in  point  of  fact?  It  was  an  approach  te^  if 
it  was  not  at  once  admitting  the  principle 
of  universal  suffraee.  It  was  almost  ad- 
mitting the  principle  of  universal  suffrage 
in  counties  in  Ireland.  He  asked  whether 
that  was  not  the  ainstruction  to  be  pat 
upon  it }  He  could  not  forget  the  obeenra- 
tion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenajr 
upon  the  noble  Iu>rd's  bill,  when  he  hoped 
it  would  soon  be  introducc<l  into  Engluid, 
and  if  it  were,  that  there  would  no  longer 
be  revising  barristers  or  courts  of  registra- 
tion— an  observation  which  was  not  very 
far  from  the  truth,  for  where  there  was 
hardly  any  qualification  required,  then 
would  be  little  matter  to  chII  for  a  deci- 
sion. He  objected  to  this  bill,  therefatep 
as  filtering  the  principle  of  the  RefiDm 
Bill,  by  not  requiring  any  property  as  a 
qualification  for  voting  in  countiea.  It 
w«H  also  obiectionable,  because  it  was  a 
direct  violation  of  the  condition  which  ac- 
i*ompanie<l  the  bill  for  Roman  Catholic  re* 
lief|  which  imposed  and  required  a  ML 
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Irediold  franchise  in  Ireland.  [Hear, 
hear,  from  Lord  J.  Rnssell].  Tlie  noble 
Lord  cheered.  The  noble  Lord  himaelf 
had  not  long  ago  opposed  a  bill,  not  upon 
the  second  reading,  but  opposed  its  intro« 
duction,  on  the  ground  that  it  interfered 
with  the  settlement  under  the  Catholic 
Emancipation  Act  and  the  Reform  Bill. 
Well,  the  present  measure  required  no 
longer  a  lOif.  freehold,  the  property  re- 
quired by  the  Reform  Bill.  It  did  not 
eren  restore  the  40^.  freeholds,  but  made 
a  much  worse  franchise — a  franchise  every 
way  more  objectionable.    What  was  the 

?Teat  objection  to  the  40^.  freeholder  in 
reland  ?  It  was  not  only  the  state  of  de- 
pendance  in  which  the  voter  was — it  was 
not  only  the  way  in  which  he  was  taken  up 
to  the  poll,  but  that  the  existence  of  a 
40#.  freehold  franchise  led  to  the  division 
and  sub-division  of  land  in  Ireland  to  a 
d^^ree  not  only  injurious  to  the  landlords, 
but  destructive  to  the  comforts  of  the 
people.  Every  man  anxious  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  population,  desired  that  the 
utmost  efforts  should  be  made  to  counter- 
act the  evil  of  this  division  and  sub-divi- 
sion. But  this  bill  would  bring  back  the 
whole  of  the  old  ffrievanoe,  and  they  would 
again  have  landlords  who  were  more  anx- 
ious for  political  power  than  for  the  per- 
manent improvement  of  their  estates  and 
the  well-being  of  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion, dividing  and  sub-dividing  their  land, 
and  giving  fourteen  year  leases  of  5/. 
holding,  to  enable  their  tenants  to  vote  at 
elections.  Nor  would  there  be  the  same 
restriction  which  existed  in  the  case  of  the 
40^.  franchise,  because  a  landlord  could 
not  create  a  40^.  freehold  without  giving  a 
long  interest  in  the  land  and  making  some 
degree  of  sacrifice.  In  order  to  give  the 
tenant  the  proper  interest,  the  land  must 
be  underlet  by  at  least  405.  a  year.  But 
with  the  franchise  which  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  to  introduce,  there  would  be  no 
check  whatever  on  the  landlord.  He  might 
grant  leases  for  fourteen  years,  but  re- 
serve the  full  rack-rent,  and  introduce  any 
conditions  he  pleased  for  enforcing  pay- 
ment. Thus  it  would  give  to  the  oppres- 
sive landlord  a  political  influence  which 
the  indulgent  landlord  had  not.  If  a  man 
chose  to  take  a  high  rent  and  introduce 
covenants  of  re-entry,  he  might  hold  his 
tenant  at  his  mercy,  so  that  he  must  vote 
for  him  or  be  removed  from  his  holding. 
That  was  the  constituency  which  the  noue 
Lord  proposed  to  introduce  into  Irekuid, 
and  in  a  bill  which  pretended  only  to  dear 


up  doubts  and  diAeultiea  with  lentd  to 
the  franchise.  But  let  him  utk  Enfl^iili 
Gentlemen,  was  it  true,  that  this  bilTie* 
lated  to  Ireland  only  ?  If  the  oocupatioa 
of  a  cottage  or  garden  of  5/.  annual  value 
was  to  give  the  right  of  voting  in  IreUuii 
he  wished  to  know  how  they  cookL  renst 
the  demand,  when  the  demand  came  to  he 
made,  that  the  people  of  England  and 
Scotland  should  have  the-saroe  franchiat? 
Let  them  consider  well  the  probability  of 
such  a  demand,  when  they  saw  what  wii 
taking  place  out  of  doors --^  when  thef 
heard  the  organs  of  a  particular  |iarty, 
hailing  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  as  the 
first  step  towards  the  revolution  which  was 
contemplated,  and  as  neoesaarilv  leading 
to  the  establishment  of  househola  or  uni- 
versal suffrage.  He  should  like  to  aak 
the  nobb  Lord  if  he  gave  to  the  simple 
occupier  the  franchise,  if  he  gave  it  to  the 
tenant  having  no  interest  of  any  kind  in 
the  landy  what  answer  would  the  noble 
Lord  have  to  give  to  the  people  of  &g- 
land  if  they  asked  for  a  5/.  qualification  ? 
And  if  they  gave  the  5/.  qualification, 
they  would  not  find  it  easy  to  stop  until 
they  went  to  household  suffrage.  Let 
them  look  now  to  see  on  what  it  was  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  founded.  The 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  f(nr  Ireland,  and 
the  right  hon.  the  Attorney-general  had 
stated,  that  the  information  on  whidi  it 
was  founded  was  meaffre  and  unsatislac- 
tory ;  and  yet  the  noUe  Lord  consideKd, 
that  he  was  justified,  notwithstanding  all 
this,  to  introduce  a  most  extensive  altera- 
tion in  the  franchise.  This  was  to  he 
done  upon  information  that  was  meagre 
and  unsatisfactory  —  he  might  say,  still 
worse  than  meagre  and  unsatisractery. 
The  noble  Lord  introduced  a  bill  which 
made  a  great  alteration  in  the  franchise, 
and  which  was  a  violation  of  a  recent  act 
of  Parliament.  They  were  not  to  wonder 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  would  not  obey 
an  act  of  the  Imperial  Legislature,  if  her 
Majesty's  Government  thought  the?  l»ad 
a  right  to  legislate  upon  that  which  was 
done  in  violation  of  that  act.  Now,  what 
had  been  done  by  the  valuators  of  the 
poor-law  guardians  in  Ireland,  was  that 
which  the  Government  and  the  noble  hard 
himself  must  admit  was  in  direct  disobe- 
dience to  an  act  of  Parliament.  What 
had  been  done  by  these  persons  ?  They 
found  a  part  of  those  ^ntleinen,  the  filii- 
ators,  instead  of  obeying  the  direction  at 
the  act  of  P^iament,  and  which,  it  waa 
to  be  snppoaed^  waa  pa  dear  and  phun  >ae 
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the  words  could  convey^  tliey  actually 
acted  in  direct  violation  of  it.  They  did 
not  make  the  valuation  in  the  way  that 
the  act  directed.  It  would  bo  found,  in 
the  very  re[>ort  on  wliich  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  to  legislate,  that  there  was  not 
any  trivial  variation  from  the  act  of  Par- 
liaknent,  but  that  the  parties  proceeded  in 
direct  violation,  and  direct  disobedience  to 
the  act  of  Parliament.  In  the  first  place, 
the  valuation  was  not  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  but  it 
was  made  in  such  a  way  as  to  enable  the 
guardians  of  the  unions,  according  as  the 
interests  of  landlords  or  of  tenants  pre- 
dominated, to  have  the  valuation  made  in 
the  manner  that  would  be  more  or  less 
beneficial  to  themselves.  This  was  ac- 
cording to  a  statement  made  in  there|)ort, 
and  he  would  now  read  a  passage  to  thcui, 
showing  on  what  basis  the  noble  Lord  Wtia 
legislating : — 

**  It  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  sum- 
maries prepared  in  that  form  could  be  suffi- 
cient for  that  purpose  ;  but  those  summaries 
maniftist  on  the  part  of  the  board  au  anxiety 
to  secure  a  uniform  scale  of  value  in  all  parts 
of  tlieir  own  union,  and  a  desire  to  counteract 
the  original  defects  in  the  constitution  of  their 
revisin;;  bodies.  Tlicsc  localities,  having  each 
had  the  power  of  valuing  itself,  each  being  in- 
terested in  lowering  its  valuation,  and  having 
no  common  standard  of  value  but  opinion,  it 
is  natural  to  expect,  that  some  irregularity 
must  result.  The  steps  taken  by  the  board, 
with  a  view  to  correct  this  tendency  to  irregu- 
larity, we  have  described  ;  but  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  the  attention  of  the  board  appears 
to  have  been  directed  entirely  to  the  object  of 
securing  \miformity  in  the  valuation  between 
different  parts  of  the  union  ;  but  no  steps  ap- 
pear to  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  how  far 
their  valuation  approached  or  varied  from  the 
actual  letting  value  of  the  tenements." 

Then  tliev  had  this,  as  the  Imsis  of  their 
Icginlation—and  this,  too,  when  they  found 
Cientlemen,  in  violation  of  nn  Act  of  Par- 
liamrnt,  ratcMl  pro])crty  according  to  their 
cuprifte.  The  (lovernmcnt  saw  this,  and 
yet  they  came  down  to  Parliament  in  this 
way,  to  say  that  the  P(M»r-law  had  been 
carried  into  effect  in  Ireland.  Was  this, 
then,  the  mode  t(»  com|)el  obedience  to  an 
Act  of  Parliamfnt  in  Ireland  ?  Was  there, 
he  afiked,  no  mo<]e  of  compelling  olKMlicnce 
to  that  act?  Were  there  no  courts  in 
Ireland  to  enfon-e  oliedience  to  it  ?  See- 
ing the  sort  of  valuation  that  had  taken 
place — ho  ankod  h(»w  near  was  it  to  the 
valuation  (Htntrmplated  by  the  I'oor-law 
Hill.  One  aHMsttiut  Poor. law  inminiiKsinner 
aaid  that   it  was  altogctlier  illegal— alto- 


gether illegal.  One  gentleman  wrote  to 
an  assistant  Poor-law  commiasiooer  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  questions  he  had 
ever  heard  of.    It  was  ibis:-— 

"  I  am  directed  by  the  guardians  of  the 
Scariflf  union  to  forward  to  you  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  and  to  request  au  answer,  at  to 
whether  the  board  of  guardians  have  the  power 
of  directing  the  valuator  to  value  lar.df  of  the 
union  ticcording  to  their  wishes,  even  though 
it  should  be  against  the  judgment  of  the  valu- 
ator." 

This  was  a  question  put  to  an  asaiatant 
Poor-law  commissioner ;  and  this  was  one 
of  those  gentlemen  who  had  been  valuing 
lands  in  Ireland,  and  it  was  their  valuation 
that  the  noble  Lonl  made  the  Imsis  of  the 
present  bill.  The  assistant  Poor-law  com- 
missioner gave  them  a  very  pro}icr,  and, 
considering  the  question,  a  very  civil  an- 
swer ;  and  us  it  was  probable  the  noble 
l/)rd  was  not  aware  of  the  liasia  on  which 
his  bill  was  founded,  he  would  reail  the  an- 
swer for  him : — 

"  I  wish  to  inform  the  guardians,  in  reply  to 
their  inquiry,  that  they  have  no  power  of  di- 
recting the  valuator  to  value  the  lands,  &c., 
according  to  their  wishes,  even  though  it 
should  be  against  the  judgment  of  the  valua- 
tor, unless  they  have  satisfied  themselves  by  ao 
inspection  of  the  property  that  his  valuation  is 
incorrect,  and  ought  to  be  set  aside.  It  is  eon- 
tniry  to  the  principle  of  valuation,  defined  hv 
the  Act  of  Parliament,  to  assume  any  6ied 
sum  as  the  maximum  value  of  the  land  m  any 
particular  division  of  the  union.  Each  occo- 
pation  must  be  separately  inspected  by  the 
valuator,  and  separately  valued  by  him ;  and 
the  value  affixed  will  be  the  rent  at  which»one 
year  with  another,  in  its  actual  state,  it  might 
be  reasonably  expected  to  let  from  year  to 
year,  the  tenant  undertaking  to  pay  all  public 
taxes  and  charges,  including  such  at  are  neces- 
sary to  maintain  it  in  its  present  condition.  If 
the  valuation  be  not  conducted  strictly  on  lliit 
principle,  it  will  lead  to  useless  appeals  when 
a  rate  is  to  be  raise<l,  and  the  union  be  thereby 
involved  in  serious  litigation  and  expense." 

That,  he  omccivcd,  was  a  proper  admo* 
nition  to  the  noble  Lord  himself  ;  but  let 
them  even  sup|M>sc  that  the  rating  iraa 
lower  than  the  value,  still  it  did  not  au- 
thorise the  (lovernmcnt  to  say  that  thifn 
should  be  im  pr(»pertv  qualification.  The 
only  eflcct  of  it  would  be  to  adopt  the  nig^ 
gostiun  of  the  bon.  Member  for  Mallov, 
and  con(H;ding  that  the  rating  might  he 
liclow  the  actual  value  to  fix  upon  the  ■um 
of  ^I.  over  the  rent.  The  effect  of  the 
lowiiesR  of  the  rate  was  not,  however,  a 
ground  for  making  the  pm]NMied  alteratioa. 
The  lowiiGsa  uf  the  rating  did  not  afRwi 
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aojr  reaion  to  her  Majesty's  Govermnent 
for  proposing  an  alteration  in  the  oonsti- 
tiiency.  So  much  for  the  oounty  cmstio 
tuency ;  hut  then  they  had  done  the  same  in 
towns;  and  having  passed  a  bill  last  Ses* 
sion — the  Municipal  Corporations  (Ireland) 
Bill — by  which  the  franchise  was  tested  at 
10/.,  they  now  introduced  a  new  principle, 
by  which  the  franchise  for  electing  Mem- 
bers of  Parliament  was  only  to  be  5/.  And 
upon  what  information  did  they  go  to  do 
this?  Upon  that  which,  it  must  be 
admitted  by  the  noble  Lord  himself^ 
was  illegal  and  unsatisfactory.  It  was 
because  Gentlemen  made  a  very  bad 
calculation,  that  they  were  now  asked  to 
reduce  the  franchise  to  5/.  He  had  at- 
tended to  the  noble  Lord  when  opening 
this  subject — he  had  done  so  on  the  pre- 
vious night,  and  on  that  he  had  given  his 
best  attention  to  the  right  hon.  the  Attor- 
ney-general for  Ireland,  and  yet  he  had  not 
heard  one  single  reason  why  the  franchise 
in  England  and  in  Scotland  should  be  10/., 
and  in  Ireland  that  it  should  be  5/.  The 
noble  Lord  had  not  stated  it—  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  not  stated  it — and  it 
could  be  only  in  consequence  of  the  report 
of  Messrs.  Haig  and  Deasy.  It  was  then 
only,  in  consequence  of  an  unauthorised 
document,  that  the  noble  Lord  or  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  could  ask  for  this  altera- 
tion. He  thought  now  that  he  had  re- 
deemed the  pledge  that  he  had  given  to 
the  House,  that  he  had  shown  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  omitted  to  state 
any  reason  for  making  this  alteration  in 
the  Beform  Bill,  and  also  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation  Bill.  He  had 
shown  that  this  bill  did  interfere  with  the 
principles  of  two  acts  of  parliament  He 
appealed,  then,  to  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  in  that  House  had  hitherto  resisted 
the  wild  and  vibioiiary  schemes  that  had 
been  brought  forw  ard  from  time  to  time  by 
a  section  of  the  supporters  of  her  Majesty's 
Government,  and  he  asked  them  were  they 
prepared  to  support  a  bill  that  was  more 
objectionable  than  any  that  had  been  yet 
proposed  }  He  could  well  understand  how 
some  of  the  supporters  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  might  do  so,  but  not  how 
hon.  Gentlemen,  who  considered  that  the 
Reform  Bill  was  the  settlement  of  a  great 
question — he  did  not  understand  how  they 
could  join  those  Gentlemen,  and  he  dia 
venture  to  hope,  whatever  might  be  the 
motives  or  the  objects,  and  he  did  not  stop 
to  inquire  into  the  motives  or  the  objects 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  in  intio. 


ducittg  this  Wh  yet  he  did  hope  Ihat  •. 
majority  that  niffht  would  declare  to  tbem 
that  they  would  not  oonaent*  un^r  the 
^ise  of  a  bill  to  amend  tha  fegistralion 
m  Ireland,  to  set  aside  the  Referm  Bill  fev 
the  three  countries,  and  that  allow  i^  i|e«. 
eiperiment^  upon  the  conatituenoy  of  the 
empire,  which  he  thought  must  beatti^idcd. 
with  danger  to  all  the  established  inslitU'* 
tions  of  the  country,  if  not  to  tl|o  otUMliv 
tution  itself. 

Mr^  Macaulay :  Sir,  if  this  were  a  m^jm 
legal  question,  I  should  think  it  most  pro^ 
sumptuous  in  me  to  Interfere,  or  intrude 
into  a  discussion  between  two  persons  ao 
distinguished  for  forensic  ability  as  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  ivho  has  juit 
sat  down,  and  my  right  hon.  Friend  behind 
me.  If  this  were  a  question  to  be  dcffidod 
hj  local  knowledge,  I  should  he  equally, 
disposed  to  leave  it  to  the  numeMHis  rep9fr«. 
sentativea  of  the  Irish  oonstitueoeiea  who 
have  shown  an  inclination  toaddreaa^ie 
House.  But  as  it  appears  to  me  that  at 
this  stage  of  the  bill,  at  least,  it  is  pomlAs,- 
for  one  who  pretends  to  neither  legal  nqr 
local  knowledge  to  form  an  opinion  d  ^ 
subject  of  which  it  treats,  I  shall  veutuie 
to  state  what  appears  to  me  to  |ip  the 
grounds  on  whidi  a  xepreaeutative  <^  a. 
Britiah  constituency,  bringing  to  the  mkr 
ject  no  knowledge  beyond  thai  geoereji  ifb 
formation  which  is  common  to  evory  hou* 
Member,  may  feel  himself  justified  in  iiopr 
porting  the  second  reading  of  the  kilh  Sir, 
m  what  I  hare  to  say,  I  shall  attempt  tQ 
follow  the  precept  rather  thou  the  examnle 
of  the  hon.  ana  learned  Gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down.  The  hon.  and  learued 
Member  began  by  declaring  his  intentipfi 
to  go  into  none  of  the  questions  whioh 
might,  with  more  advantage,  he  reguIarl|F 
discussed  when  you  have  left  the  chair} 
but  I  must  say,  that  it  appears  to  me  tlwt 
the  greater  part  of  his  observations  did 
relate  to  questions  of  detail— to  important 
questions  of  detail  I  adroit  i  hot  I  never 
can  consider,  that  whether  the  time  he 
fourteen  years,  or  whether  the  sum  bp  il* 
are  other  than  questions  of  detail  Sir,  { 
do  conceire,  however  extraordieary  tb^l 
avowal  may  seem  to  hon.  Gentlemen  oppe-! 
site— I  do  conceive,  that  if  any  hen.  Gen- 
tleman in  this  House  be  convinced  Ihi^l 
the  test  proposed  by  my  noUe  Friend  he 
the  best  teat—then,  although  he  might  be 
disposed  to  think  that  the  sum  of  &L  woe 
too  low— then,  although  he  miglit  be  di«p 
posed  to  fiK  it  at  6A,  72.,  8/.,  or  10/.^  I 
should  any  he  would  etiU  be  aettog  m  • 
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reasonable  and  Parliamentary  manner  if  he 
TOted  for  the  second  reading.  For  my  own 
part,  I  believe,  for  I  had  not  then  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  that  this 
was  the  case  in  discussing  another  bill 
of  great  importance,  the  Irish  Municipal 
Bill— the  general  principle  of  the  bill 
having  been  approved  of,  it  was  read  a 
second  time  with  the  support  of  niany  hon. 
Members,  although  several  divisions  were 
subsequently  taken  by  them  upon  its  details. 
Sir,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  I 
do  believe  that  the  evils  which  are  to  be 
apprehended  from  the  restriction  of  the 
franchise  in  Ireland  are  greater  than  those 
which  are  to  be  dreaded  from  its  extension. 
Sir,  whether  the  test  of  my  noble  Friend 
should  be  adopted  or  not,  I  should  see  with 
satisfaction  that  a  greater  proportion  of 
votes  should  be  given  to  the  large  counties 
of  Cork  and  Down.  I  think  it  better  that 
they  should  have  8,000  rather  than  2,000 
voters,  but  whether  they  are  to  have  8,000 
or  2,000,  still  I  prefer  the  test  of  my  noble 
Friend  near  me  to  the  undefined  franchise 
in  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord.  Sir,  I  shall 
at  present  not  touch  upon  the  question  of 
the  amount  of  the  franchise — I  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
it  will  he  necessary  for  me  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  look,  not  at 
my  noble  Friend's  bill  alone,  but  also  at 
the  other  bill  that  accompanies  it  on  the 
table  of  the  House.  The  case  is  certainly 
a  grave  and  important  one,  for  it  involves 
a  right  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  other 
rights.  Serious  evils  are  admitted  to  exist 
with  regard  to  that  precious  and  important 
right;  both  parties  in  the  State  admit  the 
existence  of  these  evils,  and  both  have 
come  forward  with  remedies  which  are  now 
lying  on  your  table,  and  it  is  for^  the 
House  to  decide  betvi'cen  them.  Sir,  I 
cannot  disguise  from  myself  the  fact  that 
it  is  not  on  these  two  bills  ulonc  we  arc 
sitting  in  judgment.  I  say,  that  each  of 
these  bills  appears  to  me  to  be  strongly 
marked  by  all  the  great  und  characteristic 
features  of  the  party  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeds. Those  who  with  so  much  zeal  and 
perseverance  support  the  noble  Lord  opno- 
site,  will  not  be  disinclined  to  admit  that 
his  measure  embodies  their  feelings,  while 
I, .  and  my  Friends  around  me,  are  of 
opinion  that  my  noble  Friend's  bill  in- 
volves those  great  principles  upon  which 
we  think  the  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try  should  be  carried  on.  Now  what 
is  the  end  and  object  of  registration  ?  If 
there  be  any  |)erson  who  thinks  that  a  Bill 


of  Re^stration  ahould  be  a  Bill  of  Dia- 
franchisement  in  disguise— if  there  be 
any  person  who  thinks  that  we  ought  so  to 
frame  the  law  as  to  filch  from  the  people 
as  much  as  possible  of  that  power  which 
the  liberality  of  a  substantive  law  has  given 
them  covertly — there  are  many  who  may 
think  fit  to  act  upon  that  suggestion,  but 
there  are  few  who  will  avow  it,  they  will 
support  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord.  I 
shall,  therefore,  in  what  I  have  to  offer 
to  the  House,  take  the  proposition  for 
granted — a  proposition  which  may  be  dia- 
liked  but  cannot  be  disputed— that  the  ob- 
ject of  a  Registration  Bill  is  to  keep  out 
bad  voters  and  let  in  good  ones.  This  is 
not  a  simple  object — it  aims  at  two  thioga 
quite  distinct,  and  which  may  be  inconpa- 
tible.  It  is  possible  to  conceive  that  there 
may  be  a  law  giving  ample  facilities  lor 
the  admission  of  honest  voters,  but  at  the 
same  time  permitting  a  crowd  of  dishonest 
voters  to  press  in.  It  is  equally  obvious 
that  there  may  be  a  law  enacting  tuch 
severe  scrutiny  that  the  dishonest  voters 
cannot  pass  muster,  but  that  such  a  law 
will  keep  out  many  honest  voters.  Sir»  it 
is  the  severest  trial  of  legislation  to  deal 
with  such  cases.  When  there  is  only  a 
single  object,  the  case  is  comparativdy 
easy ;  but  when  there  is  a  double  object, 
both  cannot  be  secured  in  perfection. 
Now,  if  the  bill  of  my  noble  Friend  he 
superior  in  any  respect  to  that  of  the  noUe 
Lord  opposite,  it  consists  in  giving  £uiU- 
ties  to  the  registration  of  voters.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  say,  that  the  danger 
is  greater  from  an  undue  extension  of 
the  franchise,  but  I  think  the  danger  is 
greater  from  an  improper  restriction  of 
the  franchise.  Argument  upon  that  lub- 
jcct  is  almost  unnecessary ;  but  it  is  clear 
to  me  that  in  both  respects  the  bill  of  my 
noble  Friend  is  su|)erior  to  the  bill  of  tlie 
noble^Lord,  and  more  efficient  for  keeping 
out  bad,  and  letting  in  good,  voters.  Take 
the  machinery  provided  for  keeping  out 
dishonest  voters.  My  noble  Friend's  ma* 
chinery  is  this ;  he  employs  a  test  to  &soer« 
tain  the  franchise,  which  is  ioseparablj 
connected  with  a  check,  acting  without 
any  object  to  put  it  in  motion,  and  witll- 
out  any  summons,  bub|)oeua,  asaistant 
barristers,  or  judges  of  assise.  He  strikat 
at  motives — he  attacks  principles — he  difie 
into  the  nature  of  things,  into  tlie  heart 
of  man  for  hia  remedy ;  at  the  same  tiase 
my  noble  Friend's  check  operates  without 
in  the  smallest  degree  impeding  the  lionait 
voter,  or  without  dragging  him  from  hie 
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home,  without  causing  him  the  slightest 
anxiety,  or  levying  on  him  any  pecuniary 
charge.  Now  I  say  that  such  a  test  as 
that  approaches  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
that  at  which  we  should  aim.  Sir,  when  I 
turn  to  the  noble  Lord's  bill,  what  is  the 
check  to  keep  out  dishonest  voters.  I  have 
looked  through  the  bill,  and  I  find  abso- 
lutely only  this  one  against  the  intrusion  of 
fraudulent  voters^eternally  trying  over 
and  over  again  at  the  same  question  ad  infi" 
niium.  Now  if  the  object  be  to  reduce  the 
constituency — if  the  obiect  be  to  leave  it 
only  the  mere  name  andf  shadow  of  a  con- 
stituency— ^then  I  say  that  this  plan  has 
been  well  concerted  for  its  um,  and  it  is 
worthy  of  the  abilities  which  no  man  can 
deny  to  the  noble  Lord.  If,  however,  I 
look  at  it  as  a  measure  presented  in  good 
faith  to  prevent  fraud  and  perjury,  then  I 
can  designate  it  by  no  other  name  than 
childish— as  childish,  for  it  is  a  system  of 
preventing  fraudulent  registration,  but 
making  the  registration  of  good  voters  in 
the  highest  degree  impracticable.  No  doubt 
it  will  keep  some  impostors  out  of  the  re- 
gistry, and  so  if  we  were  to  select  every 
tenth  man  in  London  there  is  no  doubt 
that  some  rogues  would  be  sent  to  the 
tread-miil,  but  that  I  call  a  childish  sys- 
tem of  legislation.  Sir,  1  do  not  call  that 
a  preventive  of  fraudulent  registration, 
but  a  childish  system,  which  is  not  directed 
against  the  fraud,  but  which  is  directed 
against  all  voters,  the  long  and  short,  the 
blue-eyed  and  black-eyed,  honest  and  dis- 
honest. Sir,  the  noble  Lord's  test  is  one 
which  has  no  reference  either  to  honesty 
or  dishonesty.  It  will  disfranchise  all 
alike.  I  speak  in  the  presence  of  many 
eminent  lawyers,  in  the  presence  of  many 
men  well  acquainted  with  the  law  of  this 
country  and  of  Scotland,  with  our  dvil 
law  and  our  Oriental  dependencies,  and  I 
ask  them  what  they  think  of  this  system 
of  eternal  revision  ?  I  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  his  opinion 
upon  the  point,  what  does  he  think  of  this 
as  the  only  check  upon  fraud  ?  What  does 
he  think  of  a  system,  in  which,  every  year, 
objections  may  be  brought  before  the  As- 
sistant Barrister,  and  if  the  Assistant  Bar- 
rister  approves  of  the  vote,  an  appeal  may 
be  had  to  the  Judge  of  Assize ;  next  year, 
precisely  the  same  objection  may  be  taken 
in  the  very  same  words,  he  may  be  again 
compelled  to  go  before  the  Judge  of  the 
Assise,  and  so  on  for  ever  and  ever.  In 
order  to  keep  his  franchise  during  one 
VOL.LVL    {SSH} 


Parliament,  in  order  to  give  one  Toletlie 
elector  is  exposed  to  this  vexation  that  lie 
may  be  seven  times  compelled  to  go  bdbro 
the  Assistant  Barrister,  and  seven  times 
before  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  if  a  roan 
acquires  the  franchise  when  he  comet  to 
the  years  of  discretion,  and  lives  to  the  agjs 
of  seventy,  he  may  have  100  law-suits  to 
keep  his  name  on  the  register;  he  mnr 
spend  1,000/.,  and  not  less  than  six  nontSa 
ofhis  time  in  pursuit  of  his  vote.  [Cheers.1 
Unless  Gentlemen  can  by  interruption  re- 
move the  words  from  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Lord,  or  distort  those  words  out  of  their 
plain  meaning,  I  conceive  they  may  as  well 
give  up  the  subject.  These  are  the  words— ^ 
that  is  their  meaning.  If  it  be  sud,  that 
the  right  or  power  which  the  noUe'Lard 
gives  the  objectors— if  it  be  said,  that  ft 
will  not  be  abused,  I  answer  that  I  believe 
it  will,  and  I  say  it  is  the  business  of  a 
wise  and  virtuous  legislature  not  to  estab- 
lish such  a  power,  trusting  that  some  un- 
defined feelings  should  prevent  men  from 
abusing  it.  lagain  ask  men  of  both  sides 
of  the  House — ^men  of  eminent  legal  know- 
ledge— such  men  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down ;  I  adc 
him  what  he  thinks  of  such  a  principle  as 
this,  and  what  he  thinks  of  tnose  argu- 
ments, by  which  the  noble  Lord  has  at- 
tempted to  vindicate  his  measure,  and 
which  he  repeated  whenever  the  subject 
has  been  discussed,  and  which  he  repeated 
last  night  ?  The  noble  Lord  said,  I  will 
never  agree  to  part  with  this  portion  of 
my  bill,  for  if  I  do,  then  the  person  who 
has  once  established  himself  upon  the  re- 
gister, by  fraud  or  perjury,  can  never  be 
removed.  Does  the  noble  Lord  say,  that 
that  argument  will  hold  good  in  all  cases? 
What  says  the  law  of  England  ?  '^  If  a  maa 
is  once  tried  for  a  crime  and  acquitted, 
then,  although  hie  be  acquitted  hj  an  alifai 
supported  by  perjury  or  any  mudulent 
cause— although  you  may  have  evidenoe 
by  which  you  can  bring  the  matter  home 
to  him — you  cannot  again  put  him  in  jeoi* 
pardy  for  the  same  case.'*  What  says  the 
law  of  England  in  civil  cases  ?  *'  If  a  man 
bring  an  action  for  debt  or  damace — ^if  In 
that  action  judgment  goes  against  hiifi 
from  any  such  cause  as  that  a  witneal 
breaks  his  leg,  and  is,  therefore,  unavoidaE- 
bly  absent,  he  shall  not  be  again  suffisred 
to  bring  an  action  in  the  same  case.'*  If 
that  be  the  law  of  England  in  crimiili^ 
matters— if  that  be  the  law  of  Endand  iii 
dvil  matters,  on  what  principle  ou^t  we  lb 
depart  from  it  in  the  decuve  fraadiiMf  f" 
2H 
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The  uMe  Ixri  u  \mnnd  to  maks  wt  dig-  [  have  not  a  ridit  ta  vote ;  Wt  wQI  keey 
tinrtir  inch  a.  ca^a«^,  and  teil  a4  vhy  we    oat    trtrjhndY   witiioiit  diatiiictioa  vks 


•hoiiUi  D^^t  pry«ed  the  same  vay  in  the  {  dulikes  vexatiiMi.  and  expcnoe.  ami  tronhfey 
one  Ifi^vui't  %A  in  the  otr^er.  When  w*t  dfi !  and  anxiety  :  who  dislikes  feeiBg  cohhcI  ; 
iMt  gt  on  in  thi^  mariner,  heorinz  and  :  wko  dLsiikes  xocuiriiig  the  risk  of  hawmg 
re-hearin?  in  the  case  of  the  fraud alent  j  M  pay  cnsts  ;  these  pennos  the  neble 
Athtnr,  who  ha4  or»tained  an  estate  lo  !  Lord '4  bill  wiil  dbffraiichise.  That  the 
which  he  has  no  title,  whr  shonld  we  zo  !  noble  Lord's  bill  will  d'sfraochise  whale 
on  hearing  and  re-hearins  for  er^r  in  the  sale,  men  who  hare  a  right  to  mte,  I  de 
elective  f-anrhi^r  if  I  am  aaked  whj  -  not  a£  all  dirabC.  One  reason  whj  1  fe- 
the  law  of  Enj^Iand  is  framefi  in  a  differ-  iiere  his  srstem  will  disfranchise  imbj 
ent  manner  from  that  in  which  the  noble  wh'>  hare  a  risht  to  vote,  is  this,  that  I 
Lord  prr>p^««e4  in  hi4  bill  for  the  reei^tr.i-  am  certain  if  would  disfranchise  mjwM. 
tion,  I  answer,  that  the  law  wa^  frame'i  in  I  pi]s«esB  a  rote  for  the  Tnireffsitj  «f 
that  respect  by  men  who  tixA  bruad  ge.  ;  Cambridge  ;  now,  the  voce  of  an  elector  of 
neral  views  of  the  subject  on  which  they  an  Irish  o)unty,  is  not,  I  think,  at  Im- 
]fgi slated— who  did  not  fix  their  eye^  fier-  portant  as  that  of  an  elector  of  the  Uai- 
tinaciouftly    up^^n    individual    rases    that    versily  of  Cambridge.     His  rote  is  givca 


mii^ht  happen  at  times  to  arise  in  the  -  for  two  Members  of  Parlbment,  He 
course  of  events.  I'hey  say,  it  may  be  an  votes  for  dignities  and  situations  which 
evil  that  the  as«ia<Hin  should  go  about  the  are  objects  of  imprirtance  to  great  mcB, 
streets  l>eardtng  the  family  and  friends  of  |  and  even  to  Princes  of  the  Blood.  A 
his  victim  with  impunity  ;  but  it  would  be  ;  vote,  then,  in  an  university  is  suretr  a 
a  vastly  greatc-r  evil  that  all  the  families  -  more  valuable  possession  than  a  sioiilar 


fme  in  any  Irish  county.  The  mcaber  of 
the  senate  of  a  university  is  generallv 
more  able  to  assert  his  right  than  an  Irisli 
voter.  Yet,  I  declare,  that  if  a  sytten 
like  the  noble  Lord's  were  established  to 


ill  the  community  could  not  live  in  peace 

and  security.     It  may  lie  a  great  evil,  that 

the  fraudulent  debtor  should  keep  prjsses* 

sion  of  the  e<«tate  which   he  has  unjustly 

acquired,  but  it  would  be  by  far  a  greater 

evil,  that  all  lionc»t  men  should  be  inse-  ;  register  my  vote  in  Cambridge — if  I 

cure  in  their  property,  and  that  all  society    liable  by  any  Master  of  Arts,  who  diflerad 

should  l>e  kffpt  in  a  ferment  of  litigation,    from  me  in  politics,  to  be  compelled  to  gn 

As   you    liear   with    the    felon    and    the    down  to  Cambridge  and  dance  attendanen 

debtor,  who  arc  dishonest  and  successful    on  the  senate  house  for  two  days,  how 

in  the  courts  of  law,  and  who  resist  just    long  think  you  should  I  retain  that  Tola? 


claims,  even  so  ought  you  to  bear  with  the 
fraudulent  voter,  who  is  falsely  put  on  the 
register,  rather  than  go  on  eternally  try- 
ing nnd  trying  the  same  objection.  Con- 
trary  to    the   whole   system    of    English 

jiiriHiirudencis  the  voter  who  has  got  on  ■  Goulburn) — I  might   so  down   on 
the  liMt  of  vriters  liy  perjury  or  fraud,  is    pressing  occasion,  but  disgust  would 


Indignation  might  support  me  under  sodb 
an  insult  for  some  time.  I  might  go 
d(»wn  once  or  so  for  the  purpose,  not  in* 
decil  of  lending  much  assistance  to  the 
right     hon.    Gentleman    opposite    ( Mr. 


to  Im;  tried  again  and  again.  Tim  noble 
Lord  sayH  his  object  is  to  prevent  i)erjury, 
but  the  noble  Lord  must  know,  that  liti- 
|,;Atlon  is  H  fertile  source  of  crime— u  fer- 
tile source  of  p^-rjiiry.  'Jliis  litigation 
would  pHMltHX!  more  |ierjiiry  and  incon- 
venience ill  a  single  year,  than  all  the 
wrong  decisions  pronounced  according  to 
law  wjtdd  prfHiucc  in  a  century.  Thus 
fltaiids  the  case.  I  conceive  my  noble 
Frif-nd  has  proposed  a  reme<ly  fur  existing 
abuses,  \^hi(.h  will  certainly  keep  out 
th(»se  who  have  not  a  right  to  vote,  and 
let  III  without  trouble  or  inconvenience 
those  who  have  the  right.  I  ronceive, 
that  the  noble  i^ord  (I/)rd  Stinley)  has 

Kro|M>Med    a  Nysteni,  which  will  not  only 
avu  the  etl'ect  (»f  keeping  iMi  those  who 


weary  me  out.  And  now,  ^hat  will  tho 
Iri!»h  farmer  do,  who  is  much  more  hel|^ 
less  than  1  am,  when  he  finds  himself  ex- 
posed to  these  great  vexations  and  obsta- 
cles, which  the  noble  liord's  bill  throws 
in  the  way  of  his  acquiring  the  franchise. 
1  think.  Sir,  however  im|)erfectly  I  have 
explainefl  myself,  that  it  is  my  duty  to 
give  a  reason  for  my  belief  that  the  gretl 
object  of  a  Hegistra'tion  Bill  is  the  keepi^ 
out  (»f  voters  that  ought  to  be  kept  out, 
ami  the  letting  in  of  voters  who  ought  to 
be  let  in.  The  bill  of  my  noble  Fnend  ii 
<lecidedly  superior  to  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Lonl  op|)osite  for  this  purpose.  Bat  it 
there  anything  in  the  means  employed  by 
the  noble  Lord  which  does  serTe  the  oso* 
ful  purpose  of  making  a  salutary  legiitm* 
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lion  bill,  and  which  ought  to  be  adopted  ? 
My  noble  Friend  defines  the.  franchise. 
The  noble  Lord  proposes  to  leave  tlie  fran- 
chise undefined.  Is  it  possible  to  doubt 
there  is  anything  more  important,  any 
duty  more  sacred  for  the  Legislature  to 
perform,  than  to  give  n  clear  and  precise 
definition  of  the  Irish  franchise?  I  will 
not  go  into  the  question  whether  the  nw- 
nority  of  the  judges  ought  to  be  bound  by 
the  majority.  I  do  not  pretend  to  speak 
of  it  as  a  lawyer.  I  might  ask  some  ques- 
tions ;  I  might  make  some  distinctions 
which  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  solved  in- 
genuously by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down.  But  I  will 
not  go  into  the  questif  n.  We  have  the 
plain  fact,  that  eight  judges  are  for  one 
definition,  and  four  for  another  ;  twelve 
or  fourteen  assistant  barristers  take  one 
view  of  the  question,  and  eighteen  or 
twenty  take  an  opposite  view.  What  was 
the  law  in  1840,  is  not  the  law  in  1841  ; 
what  is  the  law  on  one  side  of  the  stream, 
is  not  the  law  on  the  other  side ;  what  is 
the  law  before  the  Chief  Justice,  is  not  the 
law  before  the  Chief  Baron.  Is  it  possi- 
ble to  conceive  a  state  of  things  more  scan- 
dalous than  this.^  Why  resist  any  at- 
tempt  that  should  be  made  to  settle  these 
difficulties.  Is  there  any  more  sacred 
debt  from  a  Legislature  to  a  people,  than 
to  give  definite  laws  ?  Is  there  any  part 
of  the  law  more  important  than  that  upon 
which  the  making  of  all  law  depends  ?  In 
Ireland,  this  part  of  the  law  is  in  a  state 
utterly  undefined,  and  you  leave  it  in  that 
undefined  state,  and  then  yc.u  complain  of 
those  very  offences  for  which  you  your- 
selves are  responsible.  Well,  under  these 
circumstances  come  forward  two  j)artie8  of 
the  Legislature,  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
one  side,  and  my  noble  Friend  on  the  other. 
The  latter  ascertains  the  franchise — he 
fixes  the  law.  The  law  of  procedure  be- 
comes simple  and  efficient  —  there  is  no 
vexation  caused  to  the  rightful  claim- 
ant— the  wrongful  claimant  is  at  once  re- 
moved. My  noble  Friend  guards  against 
perjury  by  abolishing  the  taking  of  oaths. 
Fraud  and  personation,  to  quote  the  phrase 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Coleraine,  vanish 
at  once.  But  what  does  the  noble  Lord.^ 
He  comes  forward  with  his  bill,  and  he 
leaves  the  substantive  law  in  the  state  of 
perplexity  in  which  lie  finds  it.  He  then 
sets  to  work  on  the  law  of  procedure,  and 
makes  it  ten  times  more  embarrassing  than 
it  was  before,  and  the  effect  is  what  we 
might  suppose — it  produces  phenomena  so 


strange,  restriction  eo  extravagant  as 
hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  all  legislation. 
One  of  these  phenomena  was  alluded  to  by 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the 
Attorney-general,  and  it  is  even  more 
extravagant  than  it  was  represented  by 
him.  Jn  the  county  of  Dublin,  for  in- 
stance, if  there  is  an  objection  established 
against  a  vote  tried  before  the  assistant- 
barrister,  there  lies  an  appeal  from  him  to 
any  one  of  three  courts  which  the  rejected 
claimant  may  choose,  each  of  which  courts 
takes  different  views  of  the  subject.  The 
fact  is,  the  Court  of  Exchequer  always  de- 
cides in  favour  of  the  beneficial  interest 
class  of  claimants,  and  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  in  favour  of  the  solvent  tenant  test. 
The  effect  of  this  system  is,  that  whoever 
is  objected  to  in  the  court  below  is  sure  of 
victory  in  the  court  above.  The  decisions 
of  the  assistant- barrister  for  Dublin  are  cer- 
tain of  being  carried  out  by  the  rule  of  con. 
trary.  It  would  be  a  curious  and  strange 
case  of  casuistry  to  point  out  how  the  as- 
sistant barrister  for  Dublin  is  bound  to 
decide  on  this  question.  If  he  decide  accord- 
ing to  his  opinions  and  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience  —  his  decision  is  sure  to  be 
reversed  in  the  courts  above — should  he 
decide  contrary  to  his  opinions  in  order  to 
have  that  decision  reversed^  and  the  effect 
produced,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
bring  about  P  Is  this  a  mere  oversight  ? 
No.  This  is  one  of  the  effects  of  the  at- 
tempt to  proceed  with  the  substantive  law 
undefined.  All  the  objections  of  the  no- 
ble  Lord  to  my  noble  Friend's  bill  resolve 
themselves  into  one  —  the  principle  of 
finality.  The  question  is,  will  you  uisturb 
the  Reform  Bill  ?  I  will  not  at  present 
go  into  that  subject  generally.  I  will  not 
go  into  that  subject  generally,  I  say,  be- 
cause I  propose  to  reason  on  this  question 
upon  those  principles  whi<di  are  held  by 
all  those  Conservative  Gentlemen  that  I 
have  the  happiness  of  knowing.  I  propose 
to  reason  on  Conservative  principles^  and 
if  on  those  principles  I  cannot  command 
the  assent  of  Gentlemen  onposite,  I  will 
not  appeal  to  the  principles  of  popular 
rights  and  popular  liberties.  I  will  ad- 
mit, that  the  Reform  Bill  ought  to  be 
continued  inviolate,  that  it  ought  to  be  in 
full  force  in  Ireland.  Is  it  in  force  in 
Ireland  ?  Certainly  not.  If  the  meaning 
of  the  Reform  Bill  be  that  the  benefici^ 
interest  test  be  applied,  then  the  Re- 
form Bill  is  not  in  force,  for  there  are 
counties  where  the  solvent  tenant  test  is 
applied.  Is  the  meaning  of  the  Reform 
2  H2 
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Bill  that  the  solvent  tenant   test  be  ap- 
plied?    Then,    also,    is  the  Reform  Bill 
not  in  force,  for  there  are  counties  where 
the    beneficial    interest    test   is    applied. 
These  things  are  changing  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  the  counties  in  which  the 
beneficial  interest    test  was  applied   last 
year  are  different  from   the   counties   in 
which  it  is  applied   this  year.     Now,  if 
any  person  would  define  such  a  principle, 
is  it  by  leaving  all  things  as  they  are  ? 
Such  a  state  of  things  amounts  to  finality. 
From  an  exceeding  aversion    to    change, 
you  uphold  a  system  with  a  principle  which 
IS  ever  changing.     I  speak  to  reasonable 
advocates  of  finality — to  Gentlemen  who 
use  the  word  only  in  the  sense  in  which 
any  man,  Conservative  or  Whig,  ever  used 
it.     When  they  talk  of  finality,  is  it  not 
that  a  certain  act  should  stand  unrepealed 
in  the  volume  of  the  statute  book  }     This 
then  is  the  course  pursued,    to  give  to 
fluctuation    such    as    was    never    known 
nmong  a  civilized  people,  the  name  of  sta- 
bility— and  then  if  the  friends  of  finality 
come  forward  to  close  this  eternal  whirl  of 
revolution,  to  cry  out,  that  we  are  unset- 
tling the  stability  of  our  institutions.  Sta* 
bility  !     When  there  was  one  law  in  Sep- 
tember and  another  in  May  ;  one  in  Cork, 
and  another  in  Mayo  ;    one  system  up- 
held in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and 
another  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer !  Sta- 
bility !  When  the  constituency  of  a  county 
may  be  2,000  or  4,000,  as  Mr.  Baron  ITiis, 
or  Mr.  Justice  That,  shall  have  a  fit    of 
the  gout  before  the  next  assizes!     The 
question  is  not   between  change  and    no 
change — the  question  is  between  unchan^e 
and  eternal  succession  of  changes — between 
one  change  made  by  the  Legislature,  and 
a  succession  of  changes  made  by  the  courts 
of  law.      Now,   1  conceive  all    reasDuahlo  j 
Conservatives  will  acknowledge  one  rhnn^e  | 
to  be  better  than  a  hundred.     I  conceive  ' 
we  all  agree,  that  changes  in   the  (  onsti- 
tution   ought  to  be  made  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and  not  in  the  courts  of  law.    (on- 
sider  in  what  a  situation  you  place  the 
courts  of  law.     Is  it  possible  to   imagine 
anything  more  shocking  to  any  person  of 
just  feeling,   than  that  when    the  judges 
meet  to  settle  what  circuit  they  shall  take, 
they  determine  which  counties  shall  have  a 
democratic  franchise,  and  which  a  restricted 
one  ?     It  is  impossible  but  that  it  must 
deprive  the  judicial  body  of  the  respect   of 
scHMcty.      {Mr,  Shaw :    1 1  ear  /  ]       I    am 
glad  to  hear  the    right  hon.    (icntlemnii 
eliecr  me.  but   I  ftar  I  shall  find  hini  oj>-  | 


posing  the  only  efficacious  remedy.    I  do 
say  I  can  conceive  no  system  more  perni- 
cious than  that  a  Government  should  de- 
pend on  the  feelings  of  individual  judges^ 
and  that  when  a  new  judge  is  appointed,  it 
should  be  said,  **  We  have  got  a  new  judge. 
We  have  lost    Kerry,   but  shall  have  a 
change  in  Sligo."     Is  it  possible  to  con- 
ceive a  system  so  opposite  to  morality  and 
to  all  good  feeling  ?     Vote  for  my  noble 
Friend's  bill,  and  you  will  be  out  of  this 
situation  in  three  months.     I  say  the  ne- 
cessary effect  of  such  a  system  is  this,  that 
our  free  constitution  and  the  administnu 
tion  of  justice  are  alike  in  danger.     Yoa 
have,  on  the  one  hand,  the  Constitution 
quibbled  away  by  the  subtlety  of  the  bafj 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  you  have  the  ju« 
dicial  tribunal  agitated  with  all  the  rio- 
lencc  of  the  hustings.     The  greatness  of 
this  evil  is  not    disputed,  and  how   does 
the  noble  Lord  deal  with  it  ?     My  noUe 
Friend  furnishes  a  measure  which  will  at 
once  put  an  end  to  it.     It  is  impossible  af- 
ter my  noble  Friend's  bill  ]>asse8,  that  the 
question  can  divide  the  bench  of  Ireland 
longer.     The  noble  Lord  leaves  the  ques- 
tion   unsettled.       He    only  plunges  the 
judges  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  miie, 
and  gives  them  a  greater  number  of  quei- 
tions  to  try,  in  which  the  precise  difficultj 
arises.     Of  all  the  persons  who  can  com- 
plain  of  the  noble  Lord's  bill,   there  an 
none  who  ought  to  complain  so  much  at 
the  judges.     The  noble   Lord,  Sir,   can 
feel  for  your  situation.     He  addressed  jou 
in  words  to  the  feeling   of   which  every 
Gentleman  of  both    sides   of  the   Hoiue 
will  respond,  and  which  I  would  attempt 
to  repeat,  could   I   give    them    with   the 
same  grace  and  propriety  ;  but  in  think- 
ing of  your  situation,  Sir,  he  forgot  the 
situation   of    the   judges.     Consider  how 
ilifTerent    the    cases.      The    noble     Lord, 
who    scruples    to  give  to  a  person    who 
ought  to  be  im}nirti»ly  the  nomination  of 
the  persons  who  are  to  decide  questions  of 
registration,   has   no   scruple    to  give  the 
}K)wcr  of  deciding  ))olitif*al  cases  to  persona 
whose  reputation,  of  all  others,  should  be 
the  least  sullied  with  the  taint  of  partiian- 
.ship,  and  the  least  subject  to  suspicion.  To 
me.  if  socm<  lioyond  ail  doubt,  that  if  the 
n(»lile  Lord's  bill  )>asses,  there  will  not  b^ 
in  a  short  tiine,a    judge  in   Ireland,  how- 
ever ))ure  his  intcntitins,  or  however  great 
his  sa^ai'ity,  who  will  not  be  called  an  op- 
presMir  or  a  deniag<»gue  by  the  one  party  or 
the  other.     Now,  to  sum  up,  it  appears  to 
nio,  that  the  liill  of  mv  noble  Friend  will 
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exclude  those,  who  under  the  new  system, 
will  not  have  a  right  to  vote,  while  it  will 
admit  the  greatest  facility  to  those  who 
will  have  that  right ;  that  it  will  substitute 
certainty  instead  of  doubt,  and  rescue  the 
judges  from  the  most  calamitous  position 
in  which  they  are  placed.  The  bill  of  the 
noble  Lord  will  not  do  this.  It  provides 
no  security  against  the  intrusion  of  wrong 
claimants,  and  throws  every  imaginable 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  rightful  claim- 
ant, and  it  leaves  doubt,  and  change,  and 
revolution,  where  it  found  them.  Instead 
of  telling  the  judges  what  is  the  meaning 
of  the  law,  it  leaves  it  unsettled,  and  gives 
them  another  set  of  questions  to  decide, 
I  think,  whatever  parts  of  the  evil  system 
the  noble  Lord  has  touched,  he  has  only 
aggravated  them.  He  has  left  it  uncertain, 
that  it  may  be  more  oppressive ;  he  has  de- 
graded the  judges,  that  he  may  disfran- 
chise the  people ;  he  has  provided  a  ma- 
chinery which, where  it  detects  one  perjury, 
will  introduce  twenty.  I  hardly  know  on 
what  principle  the  noble  Lord  can  vindi- 
cate his  bill.  This  is  the  bill  which  the 
noble  Lord  places  side  by  side  with  others ; 
and  this  suggests  to  me  a  topic  on  which  I 
will  say  three  or  four  words.  The  noble 
Lord  misrepresented  yesterday  the  whole 
nature  of  his  bill,  and  of  its  relation  to 
ours,  and  their  relative  relations  to  the 
franchise.  He  said  his  bill  and  ours,  con- 
sidered as  bills  of  registration,  were  not 
essentially  different,  but  then,  says  he, 
**  comes  the  franchise  as  a  tack  ;"  now  that 
1  utterly  and  altogether  deny.  I  say,  the 
rule  laid  down,  with  respect  to  the  fran- 
chise, is  the  essence  of  our  bill.  And  I 
say,  when  the  noble  Lord  brings  forward  a 
number  of  clauses  of  my  noble  Friend's 
bill  analogous  to  clauses  of  his  own,  and 
says  if  there  were  oppressions  in  my  bill, 
why  place  them  in  your  own  ?  the  answer 
is,  that  having  that  franchise  clearly  ascer- 
tained in  the  Government  bill  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  it  turns  that  which  in 
the  noble  Lord's  bill  would  be  a  source  of 
litigation  and  mischief  into  that  which  may 
be  efficient  and  useful.  As  to  the  feeling, 
Sir,  with  which  these  bills  are  regarded  in 
Ireland,  though  I  may  regret  the  warmth 
with  which  persons  in  that  country  have 
sometimes  expressed  themselves,  I  think  it 
right  to  make  the  most  ample  allowance 
for  this,  because  I  am  satisfied  the  ques- 
tion is — shall  Ireland  have  the  reality,  or 
only  the  name  of  an  electoral  system  ?  In 
the  decision  of  that  questicm.  Sir,  public 
order  is  as  deeply  interested  as  public  li- 


berty. And  I  was  glad  to  observe,  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Cavan  expressed  the 
opinion,  that  any  great  restriction  or  dimi- 
nution of  the  number  possessing  the  elect- 
ive franchise  in  Ireland  would  be  a  serious 
calamity  to  the  country.  We  have  lessons 
enough  to  prove  it  to  us— lessons  many  of 
which  are  not  forgotten.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  state,  after  the  warnings  we  have  had, 
that  great  bodies  of  men,  that  all  nations, 
when  debarred  from  those  organs  which 
the  Constitution  gives  them,  will  certainly 
find  other  organs  more  formidable.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  Icok  back  any  great  length 
of  time  for  the  effect  that  would  {be  pro- 
duced, if  Limerick,  Cork,  or  Mayo,  were 
represented  in  this  House  by  chiefs  of  the 
Orange  Society,  or  by  those  of  the  old 
Dublin  corporation.  [Oh  !]  Some  Gen- 
tlemen, who  make  that  cry,  may  remember 
1829  ;  they  may  remember,  that  when 
there  was  not  a  single  Catholic  in  either 
House  of  Parliament,  even  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  shrunk  from  conflict  with  the 
excited  population  of  Ireland.  They  might 
learn  the  same  lesson  from  other  times. 
The  time  when  the  Catholic  question  was 
settled  was  a  time  of  peace.  There  have 
been  times  different  from  that — times  when 
England  has  been  forced  to  struggle  with 
formidable  enemies  to  maintain  her  place 
among  the  nations  of  Europe.  It  was  ho 
during  the  American  Revolution  and  the 
French  Revolutionary  war.  During  both 
we  endeavoured  to  govern  Ireland  like  a 
conquered  province,  and  what  was  the  re- 
sult ?  During  the  American  war  the 
Irish  wrung  from  you  in  your  own  despite  an 
acknowledgement  of  the  commercial  inde- 
pendence of  Ireland.  During  the  French 
war,  they  engaged  in  a  fatal  and  calamitous 
struggle  for  independence.  Happily  it 
failed,  but  if  Lord  Duncan  had  not  fallen  in 
with  the  Texel  fleet— [OA  .'  oh  .']  There 
was  such  a  man,  and  such  a  fleet.  J  f  a  great 
French  army  had  landed  in  Munster,  in  that 
struggle,  it  would  have  tasked  to  the  ut- 
most the  energies  of  England.  This  cala- 
mity had,  however,  been  arrested  by  an 
unmerited  and  an  unrequited  interposition 
of  Providence  ;  but,  comparatively  favour- 
able as  was  the  result,  was  it,  he  would 
ask,  no  small  evil,  that  whilst  the  French 
nation  were  pushing  their  arms  in  conquest 
beyond  the  Rhine  and  the  Alps,  England 
not  emulating  the  glories  of  Blenheim,  nor 
anticipating  the  triumph  of  Waterloo,  was 
bent  only  on  making  war  upon  her  own 
subjects  ?  Was  it  no  small  evil,  that  whilst 
Macdonald  and  Massena  were  extending 
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Rhine,   our   Comwallij   and    Abertrumbie  |  er^.]      Hi.  CliarUt  Hamilta»i   ibe  Bofale 

were  diiplsiybg  their  valour  and  direciing    Lord,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Co- 

liritUb    arms    in    buttile  colliiion    with    lonief,  i*  doubilesi  a»are  of  the  geocnJ 

:hev  I  nature  of  the  question  I  have  f  iveu  niilicc 

Liii&t    of,  and  I  am  equillv  aware  of  the  replf 

But    that  1  iliall  in  [>art  receire  ;  but,  altbougfa 

1  know  that,  uuder  tlie  2iid  lection  of  lbs 

New  Poor-law  Act,  auisiant  commiMioa- 

crt  have  the  power  of  aummoiiiiig  iiidi«i> 

duaU  and  examining  iheoi   on   rath,    I 

truft  tbey  have  not  the  aaDctioD  of  iJtm 

noble  Lord  in  exerciting  thoae  inqitiiitorwl 

tliat  1  liiive  paw  to  complain  of.   I 


buttile  colli 
men,  tvho  undL-r  a  butter  8y»ten 
mi^lit  have  been  letiding  to  victury  i 
the  coturaun  fuel  uf  thuir  country. 
t)ic  rctributiun  which  ciisut^  yrat  jutt,  na- 
tural,  and  inevitable ;  su  true  in  it  that  a 
government  which  seeks  aafc-ty  and  sccurii y 
by  injuhtice,  muit  seek  it  in  vain,  l.tt  us 
nut,  tbcrcfiirc,  fall  into  the  kame  error  nuw, 
hut  listen,  while  it  is  yet  time,  to  the  call 
of  the  jieuple  uf  Ireland  ;  a  generous  and 
noble-minded  people ;  let  ui  listen  and 
reipund  tii  their  cull,  not  insult  them  with 
a  Iwand  the  mu^t  odious  to  iill  noble  and 
generuii*  natures — not  press  the  iron  of 
iippres-iion  into  tlicir  very  souU — nut  exas- 
perate them  with  that  most  udiuus  furm  uf 
tyranny — the  tyranny  <if  casle  over  caste, 
and  creed  over  creed.  Lit  us  reject  the 
evil  councils  of  the  uiiprcssor,  and  by  so  duu 
ing  wrest  the  must  fuimidiible  weapons  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  agitator — in  a  word,  let 
UI  endeavour  to  preserve  and  cement  such 
au  union  of  feelings  lH:tween  (he  sister  is- 
land m  shall  give  stuiiility  to  the  legiiilutivc 
union  alreaily  existing,  and  which  nothing 
will  thereafter  endanger  but  actual  inin- 
giiveninient.  Let  us  convert  that  part  of 
the  em])ire,  which  has  so  nften  been  the 
seal  of  weakness  uihl  disgrace,  intu  a 
Kourcu  iif  ((liiry  and  Rlrength — let  us  enilea- 
viiur  to  strike  terror  into  the  hearts  of  all 
those,  be  they  in  what  part  of  the  globe 
ibcy  may,  wlu>  either  hale  or  envy  imr  no- 
lile  country — and  let  us  do  so  by  linnly 
nnitin{{  twenty-Kvcn  niillions  of  devoted 
DriliNli  hearts  in  irresistible  array  under 
the  same  equul  laws,  and  under  tlie  same 
putiiital  Crmvn. 

iJehate  uguin  udjuumcO. 


H  (HiSK  OK  CO.M  M  O  N  S, 
Wcdnexday,  I'ehrwuij  2-1,  18H. 

Hl>«^i<i>.1    PMHinm  prrwt.U'cL     lly   ViwnnI  ArtuMn, 


KBitlnl.-  9j  Mr.  M.  PhllB|H,  mm  ihr  l.(*il>  an 
HiiiHhnMT  Hdlwar  l'ain|iny,  dir  thr  ntOaflim  r 
Tiilh  •m  lUllROiFi.— By  Mr.  <-n>iii  lliTkcIry,  m»a  K: 
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shall  001,  however,  occupy  the  time  of  tl 
House,  but  with  it*  permission  wilt  rcMl  mm 
extract  from  a  letter  which  I  hate  le- 
ceived  from  a  magistrate  of  the  county  ml 
Bucks,  which  will  at  ooce  put  the  boUs 
Lord  io  possession  of  the  Dtliire  of  mj 
query.  The  writer  is  a  most  intelligent 
magistrate  oF  that  county,  and  DOt,  a*  the 
noble  Lord  may  suppose,  an  ultim-Tory  or 
KadicHJ,  aud  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  a|iposed  to  ll.c  New  Poor-law  bill ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  a  general  supporter 
of  that  measure,  and  io  his  political  creed 
a  good  sound  Whig.     The  writer  says — 

"  Tlie  que^lLoii  1  wiih  to  put  to  Lord  Juhn 
RusigII  if,  whether,  Hlien  he  [;aTe  powers  Id 
die  as:i-ii4iii  I'uor-Uiv  commisiioners  to  ei> 
amine  iia  oath,  he  ever  contemplated  their  car- 
rjinf;  on  private  examinations  into  malten 
cognisalilE  l>y  the  common  law  of  the  land, 
and  especially  whether  he  erer  anticipated 
■hat  (hey  should  put  men  upon  a  iptcies  of 
trial,  hearing  witnesses  on  oath  against  thetiv 
and  nut  ullowiiigt  them  any  legal  adviicn  in 
matters  wliieh,  ir  proved,  would  blast  their 
characters  and  make  lliem  liable  to  severe  pe- 
nullics  under  Ihe  common  law  *  That  tb«f 
[]u  ibis  siimciiroes  I  can  prove,  as  I  faavi  a 
Urpc  mass  of  cvidunce  in  my  possasiion,  that 
lia.s  been  so  taken  against  a  most  reipcctabla 
man,  he  being  charged  with  emhcizlemenl ;  it 
ii  nuw  some  weeks  since  he  was  thus  tried, 
and  is  as  yet  in  couiplcie  ignorance  of  what 
may  tie  (he  l>sue  of  tliisimconslilulional  spocies 
of  attack  upon  his  guoJ  name,  lie  of  coutse 
is  m<»(  materially  injured  by  it,  and  has  no 
means  of  redress.  The  writer  proceeds  to  tay, 
iluit  he  coii-idcis  ihere  is  much  '  good  in  the 
New  Pour-l,iw,  but  where  It  works  well  It 
worki  in  (he  tccih  of  the  commlssionen; 
wlunevcr  Ihu  guarJi.-ins  carry  out  lilenMjT 
thoit  rules  it  is  most  oppressive,' " 

I  think  the  noble  l.ord  will  allow  th(t 
the  question  I  have  ventured  to  ask  it  not 
nn  irrelevant  one,  that  it  eR'ects  the  con- 
siitulional  liberty  of  the  subject,  and,  ihit 
according  to  the  answer  of  the  noble  Lord 
many  Mcmbcn  will  be  guided  h  to  (tat 
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vole  they  shall  give  when  that  clause  of 
the  new  bill  relating  to  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners  comes  Under  the  consider- 
ation of  this  House. 

Lord  J.  Russell  said,  that  with  respect 
to  the  power  of  the  Poor-law  commission^ 
ers  to  take  evidence  on  oath,  it  was  given 
them  by  the  act,  and  it  was  therefore  un- 
necessary for  him  to  give  any  other  answer. 
With  respect  to  the  propriety  of  exercising 
that  power,  he  might,  with  equal  pro- 
priety be  called  upon  to  discuss  any  other 
provision  of  the  bill  by  way  of  question. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  there  might  be  cer- 
tain questions  in  which  it  would  be  proper 
for  the  commissioners  to  examine  in  this 
manner.  Whether  in  this  particular  case 
there  had  been  any  abuse  of  power  he  was 
unable  to  state,  not  knowing  the  circum- 
stances which,  perhaps,  on  the  discussion 
of  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Bill,  thehon. 
Gentleman  would  state  to  the  House. 

Parliamentary  Voters' (Ireland) 
— Adjourned  Debate — (Third  Day).] 
The  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming  the  ad- 
journed debate  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Brotherton  said,  that  in  declaring 
his  own  wish  that  justice  should  be  done 
to  Ireland,  he  also  expressed  the  wishes  of 
the  majority  of  his  constituents.  It  might 
be  a  question  with  some  Gentlemen,  whe- 
ther or  not  the  complaints  of  the  people 
of  Ireland  were  well  founded  ;  but  if  they 
were  so,  what  just  man  would  refuse  to 
listen  to  them  and  to  grant  redress  ?  On 
this  point  he  begged  the  House  to  consider 
the  state  of  the  constituency  of  Ireland,  as 
compared  with  that  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, He  found  that  the  proportion  of 
electors  to  the  population,  in  England, 
was  one  in  twenty  ;  in  Scotland,  one  in 
twenty-six ;  while  in  Ireland  it  was  only 
one  in  seventy-two.  He  found,  that  in 
England  the  proportion  between  the  repre- 
sentatives, and  the  represented  was  one  to 
every  30,000  inhabitants;  in  Scotland, 
one  to  every  44,000;  but,  in  regard  to 
Ireland,  there  was  but  one  representative 
to  every  75,000.  He  was  not  disposed 
then  further  to  curtail  the  elective  fran- 
chise, or  to  increase  the  disproportion  al- 
ready existing  between  the  two  countries. 
His  belief  was,  that  the  bill  brought  in  by 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  would  have  the  effect  of  cur- 
tailing the  franchise,  and  on  that  ground 
alone  the  people  of  Ireland  bad  a  fair  and 


just  complaint  against  the  measure.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  bill  which  had  been  in* 
troduced  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  appeared  to  him  one  that 
would  not  only  give  satisfaction  to  the 
people  of  Ireland,  but  it  would  also  give 
satisfaction  to  the  people  of  England.  lo 
his  opinion  it  would  tend  to  unite  more 
closely  the  two  countries,  and  increase  the 
prosperity  and  happiness  of  Ireland,  as 
well  as  of  England.  For  his  own  part, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  Repeal  of  the  Union.  He 
would  never  give  his  consent  to  the  Repeal 
of  the  Union  under  any  circumstances; 
but  at  the  same  time  he  thought,  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  have 
it  in  their  power  to  refuse  unreasonable  and 
unjust  demands,  by  complying  with  those 
which  were  reasonable  and  just.  He  was 
ready,  therefore,  to  do  justice  to  Ireland^ 
but  he  would  never  agree  to  the  two  coun- 
tries being  disunited.  He  considered  it 
good  policy  to  grant  graciously  what  they 
could  not  refuse  safely.  It  did  appear  to 
him,  that  the  present  important  measure 
involved  the  question,  whether  Ireland 
should  be  governed  by  conciliation  or  by 
coercion,  and  whether  Ireland  was  to  be 
considered  as  a  member  of  the  imperial 
family,  or  treated  as  an  alien  and  an  out- 
cast. The  bill,  he  believed,  would  put  aa 
end  to  the  system  of  perjury  and  fraud 
which  was  said  to  exist  in  Ireland ;  it 
would  put  an  end  to  the  endless  litigation 
in  the  registry  courts;  and  it  would  tend 
to  promote  a  better  understanding  than 
what  had  hitherto  existed  among  the  dif- 
ferent classes  of  society.  Seeing,  then, 
the  great  benefits  that  would  arise  to  both 
countries  from  the  pressing  of  the  present 
measure,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  it 
his  most  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Milnes  hoped  that  the  House 
would  permit  him  to  say  a  few  words  in 
explanation  of  the  vote  which  he  intended 
to  give  on  the  bill  then  before  the  House. 
He  was  the  more  anxious  to  do  so,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  misrepresentations  to  which 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  when  he  introduced  a  bill  of  a 
different  nature,  had  been  subjected, 
misrepresentations  which  every  supporter 
of  that  noble  Lord's  bill  should  be  prepared 
to  bear.  He  felt  the  greatest  anxiety  that 
this  great  and  important  question  should 
be  finally  settled ;  and  he  sincerely  regret- 
ted that  her  Majesty's  Governmeut  had 
brought  forward  a  measure  which  must,  as 
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they  all  knew>  prevent  that  felicitous  con- 
clunoD.      They  had  heard   a   great  deal 
during  the  debate  of  the  difference  between 
the  detail  and  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
a  spectator  or  reader  of  the  debate  would 
have  much  difficulty  in  distinguishing  the 
one  from  the  other ;    for  while  one  party 
had  maintained  that  the  alteration  in  the 
franchise  was  a  matter  of  no  importance 
whatever — that  it  was  simply  and  acciden- 
tally tacked  to  the  bill,  by  another  party 
it  was  maintained  the  whole  bill  rested  on 
it — and  to  such  an  extent  was  that  incon- 
sistency carried,  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Edinburgh  commenced  his 
speech  last  night  by  stating  that  he  consi- 
dered the  amount  of  the  5/.  franchise  as  a 
matter  of  no  importance  and  almost  irre- 
valent  to  the  subject,  and  concluded  by  say- 
ing that  the  franchise  itself  was  the  great 
principle  of  the  bill.     He  must,  however, 
express  his  belief  that  the  common  sense, 
both  of  the  House  and  the  country,  regar- 
ded the  amount  of  the  franchise  as   the 
principle  of  the  bill,  and  the  manner  of 
rating  as  one  of  its  details.    As  to  the  mat- 
ter of  detail  he  must  state  to  the  House 
that  supposing  the   Poor-law   in   Ireland 
to  have  become  an  organised  system,  instead 
of  being  the  commencement  of  an  experi- 
ment, he  did  not  sec  but  that  it  might  be  a 
more  fair  and  just  foundation  for  the  fran- 
chise than  any  other  system  that  could  l)ede  • 
vised.  But  when  they  heard  such  variations 
as  those  that  had  been  made  in  the  valuation 
of  land  in  Ireland,  and  how  totally  inconsis- 
tent they  were  with  one  another,  he  could 
not  say  that  he  could  agree  even  to  that 
point  of   detail  at  the   present  moment, 
rhere  were  also  inconveniences  attached  to 
that  mode  of  rating,  which  he  did  not  think 
could  be   satisfactorily  got  over  according 
to  the  bill  of  tlie  noble  Lord,  and  in  that 
respect  he   could  point  to  the  contrast  be- 
tween the  bill  of  tlic  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary for   Ireland,  and   tho  bill   which  the 
hon.  Member  for  Monarrhau  (Mr.  Lucas) 
presented  List  year.     Hot  ween   those  two 
bills  there   was    this  most  important  dis- 
tinction, that  while  under  the  bill  whieh 
the   noble    l^)rd   had   brought   forward   a 
voter  might  )K*rchani*e  not  possess  the  inte- 
rest of  a  single  shilling;  in  his  tenantcy, 
which  gave  him  the  right  to  vote-^that  in 
fact  it  was  in  every  sense  the  right  of  the 
landlord  and  not  the  right  of  the  tenant — 
the  bill  for  the  hon.  Member  for  Monaghan 
vested  that  right  in  the  occupying  tenant 
and  the  occupant  alone.     In  the  position 
which  he  occupied  in  the  House,  it  would 


l)e  impertinent  in  him  to  attempt  to  enter 
into  the  details  of  the  bill,  but  he  must  saj 
a  few   words  as   to  the  principle  of  iu 
Now,  whether  he  considered  the  admisriona 
made  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  Edinburgh  last  evening,  or  the  contra- 
dictions of  other  Gentlemen  who  had  ipo- 
ken  on  the  other  side,  he  would  appeal  to 
the  House  and  the  country,  whether  the 
principle  of  the  bill  was  not  the  augmen- 
tation and  enlargement  of  the  franchise  ia 
Ireland.     Will  you  not  have^  and  do  you 
not  intend,  to  have  a  larger  constituency 
for  Ireland    than  the   Reform   Bill  gave 
it  -  that    is    the    whole    question.      One 
point  as  to  the  introduction  of   the  bilL 
If    her    Majesty's    Ministers   had    really 
intended  to  pass  that  bill,  so  that  it  might 
become  law — if  they  really  felt  the  danger 
to  be  so  imminent  and  pressing,  they  never 
would   have    brought   that  bill  into  the 
House  with  such  a  provision  attached  to  it 
as  they  knew  must  prevent  its  now  passing 
into  law.      He  had  no  objection   to  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  bringing  forwacd 
measures  which  they  wish  to  become  law« 
although  they  may  be  aware  they  cannot 
pass  them  at  the  time,  in  order  to  aocustom 
the  public  mind  to  consider  the  subject,  lo 
that  eventually  the  measure  may  become 
law.     It  was  in  that  way  that  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation  had  been  carried.     It 
was  in  that  way  that  the  Reform  Bill  had 
become  law  ;  but  were  they  to  wait  in  thia 
manner    whole  years  for  the  bill  of    the 
noble  Lord,  when  they  had  a  measure  in 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lonl  the  Member  for 
I^ncashire,  which  they  were  ready  to  bring 
into  Committee,  and  submit  to  any  alte- 
ration  which  the  House  might  think  fit  to 
adopt.      He  wished  to  impress  upon  the 
House    that     the    Goverinuent    had    not 
brought  forward  this  measure  with  any  in- 
tenti(m  that  it  should  pass  into  a  law.     It 
was  evident  they  had  some  ulterior  object 
in   view,  and  as  to   what  that  miglit  be 
every  one  must  fonn  his  own  opinion.  One 
thing,     however,     was    most    remarkable 
throughout  this  debate,  and  that  was  the 
silence  of  the  Gentlemen  who  took  a  radical 
view  of  political  affairs,     lliey  seemed  to 
have  retired  into  silent  self  congratulation, 
for  they  saw  that  they  had  now  got  the 
Ciovcrnment  on  their  own  ground^-oo  tbo 
road,  he  might  more  appropriately  say  Ae 
railroad  of  progressive  reform.     BefoR  bo 
sat  down  he  would  remark  upon  the  oob« 
elusions  that  had  been  come  to  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Edinburgh, 
when  be  mentioned  the  ponibility  that  iho 
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great  and  loyal  people  of  Ireland  should 
join   the   eneuiies  of  the  British  Empire. 
When  they  remembered  with  what  scorn 
Ireland  had  received  such  an  imputation, 
at  a  time  when  the  penal  laws  were  heavy 
on  her  neck,  when  Emancipation  was  only 
a  distant  hope,  could  they  for  a  moment 
think  that  that  great  people  would  forfeit 
their  allegiance  to  the  Britbh  empire,  now 
that  the  distinctions  of  caste  and  creed  were 
done  away  with,  and  Ireland  and  England 
formed  one  truly  British  empire.     It  was 
not  by  these  means  that  Ireland  was  to  be 
more  closely  attached  to  England,  but  by 
a  mutual  understanding  of  mutual  interests, 
by  the  extension  and  perfection  of  that  sys- 
tem of  National  Education  which  Ireland 
owed  to  that  very  noble  I^rd  they  now 
blindly   calumniated,   by    the  oblivion   of 
those    ecclesiastical    disputes    which    had 
reared  since  the  Tithe  Bill  of  that  same 
noble   Lord    had    become   law,   a    benefit 
which  the  miserable  spirit  of  faction  kept 
back  from  her  for  four  years,  but  which 
she  now  enjoyed,  and  above  all,   by   the 
silent  operation  of  those  influences  which 
in  other  times,  and  other   circumstances, 
out  of  the  discordant  elements  of  Norman 
and    Saxon,    built    up    the  homogeneous 
greatness  of  the  English  people. 

Sir  W.  Somerville  said,  that  as  the  pro- 
position then  before  the  House  was  a  new 
one,  he  trusted  that  he  might  be  permitted 
briefly  to  state  his  views,  and  the  reasons 
which  would  induce  him  to  vote   for  the 
second  reading  of  the  bill.     He  had  often 
expressed  his  opinion  that  in  Ireland  there 
never  could  be  any  sound  and  satisfactory 
system  of  registration  until  it  was  based 
upon  a  new   footing.     He  could  not  help 
expressing  his  regret  thai  the  noble  Lord 
who  led  the  opposition  to  this  bill  should 
have  stated  that  under  no  combination  of 
circumstances  would  he  give  his  assent  to 
a   raiins:   under  the  Poor-law.     He  had 
hoped  that  however  the  details  might  be 
objected    to,  however   they   might   think 
that  the  franchise  was  too  low,  all  would 
be  willing  to  support  some  plan  for  placing 
the   elective   franchise   upon   a  sure  and 
sound  foundation.      But  however  vast  the 
improvement  proposed,  he  was  bound  to 
Bay  that  it  did  not  go  to  the  root  of  the 
evil.     The  constituencies  would  continue 
to  diminish  from  year  to  year.     In  Ireland 
there  was  a  steady  and  rapid  increase  of 
prosperity — but  there  was  an  indisposition 
on  the  part  of  the  landlords  in  that  country 
to  confer  upou  their  teuauts  the  meant  of 


acquiring  the  elective   franchise.      That 
would  still   be   in    operation  if  the   bill 
passed  into  a  law,  and  they  would  find  at 
last  that  the  constituencies  would  have  so 
dwindled,  that   the    Legislature    of    this 
country  would  be  compelled  to  adopt  some 
plan  to  prevent  the  representation   from 
being  entirely  on  one  side.     He  was  very 
sorry  to  detain  the  House  by  entering  into 
details,  but  he  trusted  the  great  importance 
of  the  subject  would  excuse  him  for  put- 
ting   the    House    in    possession   of    the 
former    and    the    present    state    of    the 
constituency   of    the   county  of    Meath. 
It    was    to     be     borne     in     mind     that 
that  county  had  the  advantage  of  a  near 
neighbourhood  to  the  port  of  Drogheda, 
whence  they  had  opened  up  to  them  the 
whole  of  the  vast  and  important  markets 
of  Lancashire.     In  the  year  1821,  the  po- 
pulation  of  Meath  was  159,000— in  1831 
it  amounted  to   176,000,  and  supposing 
they  were  to  take  the  increase  up  to  1841 
in  the  same  ratio  it  would  give  a  popula- 
tion of  193,000.     Under  the  Reform  Bill 
the  constituency  was  1,536;    in  January^ 
1841  it  was  no  more   than    1,263.     Let 
them  bear  in   mind,  that  in  that  period 
there  had  been  a  vast  increase  in  the  pros* 
perity  of  the  county,  yet  the  falling  off  in 
the  constituency  during  the  eight  years 
was  no  less  than  one-sixth— this  was  a 
serious  deterioration,  and  was  deserving  of 
the  best  consideration  of  the  House.     The 
House  was  not  then  in  possession  of  data, 
so  that  they  must  take  his  word  for  the 
fact ;    but  Returns  would  soon  be  laid  on 
the     table     of    the    House,    which     he 
doubted  not  would  show  that  the  constitu- 
ency was  not  now  so  great  as  it  was  before 
the  Reform  Bill.     It  was  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint that  the  people  were  compelled  to 
vote  against  their   landlords.      The  fact 
was  that  they  frequently  did  vote  against 
them.  If  in  Ireland  political  circumstances 
only   were  discussed  upon  occasions  of 
election,   that   general  opposition  of  the 
people    to    their   landlords   might  excite 
some    surprise.      But,  unfortunately,   in 
that  country  those  questions  always  took  a 
religious  turn.     Incalculable  mischief  was 
caused  in  Ireland  by  the  language  used  in 
that  House.      Conservative  Gentlemen  in 
Ireland  condemned  that  langaage;    but 
yet  here  it  was  made  a  trade  to  vilify  the 
Catholic    religion    and    Catholic  clergy. 
Was  it  wonderful,  then,  that  the  people 
should  say  at  the  time  of  election  that  men 
were  put  forward  as  the  enemies  of  the 
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clergy  and  relig^ion,  and  was  it  wooderful 
that  the  Catholic  tenantrj  should  feel 
tbemselreBy  to  a  mao,  bound  by  their 
allegiaoce  to  their  religion  to  oppose  such 
candidateB  ?  Much  mischief  bad  also 
been  done  by  the  virulent  language 
indulged  in  by  the  Conservative  press  of 
England.  All  the  violent  articles  published 
in  this  country  were  inserted  in  the  Irish 
Liberal  papers,  and  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple became  siill  more  inflamed  and  exas- 
perated against  their  landlords,  whom  they 
identified  with  the  party  which  was  so 
inimical  to  their  religion.  He  did  not  go 
the  length  of  expecting  that  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  would  settle  the  ques- 
tion of  the  franchise,  but  it  would  do  one 
thing — it  would  attempt  to  define  it.  He 
would  not  now  stop  to  dispute  the  ques- 
tion of  law.  It  was  sufficient  for  his  pur- 
pose to  state  that  doubt  existed — and  that 
House  was  bound  in  duty  to  come  forward 
and  settle  the  doubt  by  defining  the  fiau- 
chise.  If  it  was  to  be  defined  by  the 
solvent  tenant  test,  let  that  be  done ;  and 
if  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  franchise 
by  the  beneficial  interest  was  wrong,  let 
them  find  out  another  test^  but  let  them 
not  leave  the  matter  in  doubt — if  they  did 
80,  at  their  doors  must  lie  the  charge  of 
fraud  and  perjury  which  the  unfortunate 
people  were  subject  to,  and  which  they 
where  actually  led  into  by  the  state  of 
doubt  in  which  the  matter  rested.  This 
much  was  clear,  that  whether  there  was 
to  be  a  change  in  the  value  of  the  fran- 
chise or  not,  some  change  must  be  made. 
It  was  quite  certain  that  the  Reform 
Ministry  in  the  year  1832  determined  that 
the  franchise  was  not  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  solvent  tenant  test.  A  motion  was 
made  when  the  Irish  Reform  Bill  was  in- 
troduced to  that  effect,  but  it  was  rejec- 
ted, and  he  reminded  the  House  that 
when  the  Irish  Reform  Bill  was  before  the 
House  of  Lords,  Lord  Ellenborough  stated 
upon  that  point  that  they  had  introduced 
into  the  Bill  a  leasehold  qualification, 
which  is  less  than  the  freehold  one  as  set- 
tled in  1829.  Did  not  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond  say  that  the  solvent  tenant  test  was 
in  effect  a  20/.  qualification?  Did  not 
Lord  Lansdowoe  say  that  the  solvent 
tenant  test  was  a  20/.  Qualification  ?  Yes, 
each  of  these  noble  Lords  hud  said  so. 
Did  not  Lord  Roden  divide  the  House  of 
Lords  on  the  motion  for  reinstating  the 
original  freehold  qualification  of  the  year 
ltj29y  and   was  not  that  motion   lost? 


The  administration  of  justice  was  brought 
into  contempt  in  Ireland,  and  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Judges  was  daily  lowered  by 
the  dififerences  of  opinion  entertaiacd  b^ 
them  on  the  question  of  the  franchise. 
After  having  done  so  much  to  reconeile 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  the  administnUoii 
of  justice,  after  having  given  ibem  coufi* 
dence,  that  House  was  then  undoiog  iu 
own  work,  and  losing  the  coafideoctt  of  the 
people,  while  it  allowed  the  adroiaistniHMi 
of  justice  to  fall  into  disrepute.  The  charac- 
ter of  the  judges  of  Ireland  was  at  stake* 
and  he  called  upon    every  well  wisher  of 
Ireland  to  lend  his  aid  to  stop  the  couae 
of  such  a  state  of  things,  to  remove  ell 
doubt  from  what  ought  to  be  the  test  of 
the  franchise,  and   to  relieve  the  jndfee 
from  the  possible  imputation  of  being  pc* 
litical  partisans.     One  of  the  objections  of 
the  noble  Lord  to  the  bill   was,    to  iIm 
bringing  the   Poor-law  ioto  operation  in 
connection  with  a  definition  of  the  frui* 
chise.  He  did  not  see  that  the  effect  which 
the  noble  Lord  anticipated  of  making  the 
Poor-law  a  subject  of  political  stniegles, 
would  arise  from  that  arrangement.  There 
was  something,  however,  to  which  the 
ble  Lord  did  not  object,  and  which 
worse  in  its  tendency  than  that,  and  thai 
was  the  making  registration  officers  of  the 
Judges.     He  was  satisfied  that  no  well- 
wisher  of  Ireland  would  do  anything  elae 
than  seek  to  remove  any  imputation  being 
attached   to  the  Judges.     If  the  noble 
f^ord  thought  that  it  was  better  to  give 
the  English  Parliamentary  registration  lo 
the  people  of  Ireland,  why  did  he  not  give 
the  same  Municipal  Reform  Bill  to  thel 
people  ?     Was  it  worth  while  to  withhold 
that  small  boon  from  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, and  thereby  create  great  dissatisfeo- 
tion   in   that  country  ?    The  withholding 
of  the  boon  involved  a  risk.     Why,  then, 
was  it  not  extended  to  the  people  of  ire«- 
land  ?     The  noble  Lord  had  stated,  that 
exaggerated  statements  had  been  made 
with  respect  to  his  bill.  He  (Sir  \V.  Som* 
erville)  had,  both  in  that  House  and  in 
other  places,  given  every  opposition  in  his 
power  to  it.     Perhaps  he   bad  taken  an 
exaggerated  view   of   the  mischiefs  theft 
would  result  from  the  bill,  and  if  be  had 
opposed  it  on  any  occasion  in  what  scemtd 
an   unfair   manner,  he   hoped   the  noble 
Lord   would  accept    his    apology.       He 
should  be  very  sorry  to  offer  an  unfair  op- 
position  to  any  measure-— but  he  could 
assure  the  noble  Lord  that  all  the  informt* 
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lion  which  he  had  been  able  to  procure 
had  not  led  him  to  change  his  opinions 
with  regard  to  the  incalculable  mischief 
which  would  result  from  his  bill.  He  so- 
lemnly protested,  that  it  was  his  opinion 
that  if  that  bill  passed,  there  would  not 
be  twenty  Liberal  Members  returned  for 
Ireland.  The  property  would  be  repre- 
sented, but  the  bulk  of  the  people  would 
have  no  representatives.  He  was  sure  that 
was  a  state  of  things  the  noble  Lord  would 
not  wish  to  see.  The  noble  Lord  had,  in 
fact,  stated  as  much,  and  he  was  bound  to 
give  every  credit  to  that  statement,  but  he 
must  be  allowed  to  Judge  of  the  effect  of 
the  noble  Lord's  measure  by  his  own  ex- 
perience. He  was  not  singular  in  his 
opinion.  It  was  also  the  opinion  of  one  of 
the  most  influential  Conservative  organs  in 
this  country.  What  did  he  Bnd  in  a  re- 
cent number  of  the  Standard  newspaper  ? 

"  The  Irish  registeries  are  improving  though 
not  rapidly,  and  Lord  Stanley's  bill  would  pu- 
rify them  altogether,  and  give  the  Conservatives 
at  least  80  out  of  the  105  Members.? 

This  was  certainly  purifying  them  with 
a  vengeance.  His  opinion  was,  that  the 
Standard  newspaper  was  below  ihe  mark 
And  how  would  the  bill  do  this  ?  A  dou- 
ble appeal  was  quite  enough  to  disfran- 
chise anybody;  but  what  he  objected  to 
was,  that  the  freeholder  would  never  reach 
the  appeal  courts,  some  parts  of  the  coun- 
ties being  to  his  knowledge  thirty  miles 
from  the  assize  town.  Could  it  be  expected 
he  would  go  there  ?  Could  it  be  expected 
that  a  poor  man  would  travel  thirty  miles 
to  appear  before  a  court  of  appeal,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  his  claim  to  the 
franchise?  He  believed  that  he  would  not. 
He  recollected  that  when,  in  1829,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tam- 
worth  had  brought  forward  a  measure 
for  the  disfranchisement  of  the  40^. 
freeholders,  and  giving  the  appeal  one 
way,  the  late  Lord  Farnham,  a  man  who 
knew  the  Irish  people  as  well  as  any  Mem- 
ber of  the  House,  said,  that  as  regarded 
the  poor  freeholder,  the  appeal  to  the 
judge  would  be  only  nominal,  on  account 
of  the  expense  that  would  attend  it.  It 
would  cost  him,  he  said,  at  least  a  half 
year's  rent.  He  would  put  it  to  the 
House  whether  it  would  be  fair  to  compel 
the  freeholder  to  go  thirty  miles  to  sub- 
stantiate his  claim  after  it  had  before  been 
sifted  in  the  registration  court,  with  an 
ingenuity  of  which  many  Members  of  that 
House  could  have  no  idea  ?    It  was  hU 


opinion,  that  a  provision  of  such  a  ns^tur^ 
would  have  the  effect  of  totally  disfran- 
chising the  Irish  constituencies  ;  and  be 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  before 
he  pressed  that  bill,  would  give  it  again 
his  serious  consideration.  They  had  heard 
a  good  deal  of  the  courage  of  the  noble 
Lord,  but  courage  was  sometimes  better 
evinced  by  moderation  than  in  aggression. 
He  would  conjure  the  noble  Lord  if  he 
had  the  welfaie  of  the  country  at  beartj 
as  he  was  sure  he  had,  to  pause  before  bd 
pressed  a  bill  which  was  opposed  to  the 
wishes  of  the  entire  Irish  nation.  He 
said  the  entire  Irish  nation,  although  he 
was  aware  that  petitions  had  been  pre* 
sented  from  Belfast  and  other  parts  of 
Ireland  in  favour  of  the  measure.  He  was 
aware,  too,  that  petitions  of  a  similar  na* 
ture  had  been  presented  from  Liverpool 
and  other  parts  of  England ;  but  he  wm 
afraid  that  if  the  bill  had  not  a  tendency 
to  restrict  the  liberties  of  Ireland,  they 
would  never  have  heard  of  those  petitions. 
The  noble  Lord  had  stated  that  his  bill 
would  admit  the  independent  body  of 
electors.  At  the  passing  of  the  Reform 
Bill  the  noble  Lord  stated  that  the  forty 
shilling  freeholders  were  disfranchised,  be- 
cause they  voted  at  the  beck  of  the  land- 
lord ;  but  now  the  noble  Lord  stated,  that 
he  refused  the  franchise  to  a  number  of 
people  because  they  would  not  vote  at  the 
beck  of  their  landlord.  The  noble  Lord 
was  difficult  to  please,  and  so  the  fran- 
chise of  the  Irish  people  was  to  be  frit- 
tered away,  and  when  any  bill  to  improve 
the  present  system  was  introduced  it  met 
with  unqualified  opposition.  He  should 
cordially  give  his  vote  for  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill  before  the  House,  and 
should  give  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite his  decided  opposition.  It  bad 
been  said,  those  matters  that  were  com- 
plained of  in  the  noble  Lord's  bill  might 
be  altered  in  Committee.  That  would  be 
a  very  good  argument  if  the  principle  of 
the  bill  could  be  tolerated,  but  when  the 
bill  would  go  far  to  disfranchise  the  entire 
community,  as  he  thought,  was  he  not 
justified  in  offering  every  opposition  to  the 
bill  in  his  power,  rather  than  place  such 
mighty  interests  in  jeopardy.  It  was  right 
that  the  House  should  have  a  sense  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  now  at  stake.  If 
the  noble  Lord's  bill  passed— and  it  WM 
right  the  truth  should  be  told — it  was 
right  the  Government  should  know  tb^ 
truth,  and  it  was  right  the  right  boq. 
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Baronet  opposite  (Sir  R.  Peel)  should 
know  the  truth— ii  the  noble  Lord*8  bill 
passed,  they  must  be  prepared  to  govern 
Ireland  by  other  means  and  with  another 
weapon  than  public  opinion.  It  was  his 
firm  belief,  that  if  the  House  passed  the 
bill  of  the  noble  LrOrd  opposite,  all  at- 
tempt at  conciliation  in  Ireland  by  means 
of  public  opinion  would  fail.  He  should 
oppose  that  bill,  because  he  did  not  wish 
to  see  such  a  state  of  things,  and  because 
he  was  attached  to  the  Union  between  the 
two  countries,  as  long  as  it  could  be  main- 
tained beneficially  for  both.  He  had  not 
been  afraid  to  express  that  opinion — he 
bad  adhered  to  it  through  good  report  and 
through  evil  report,  because  he  thought 
that  the  Union,  if  maintained  upon  a 
basis  of  equality,  would  tend  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  both.  It  was  his  wish  to  see 
the  experiment  which  the  Government 
was  now  making  successful,  and  to  be  a 
witness  of  the  progressive  improvement  of 
Ireland,  in  conjunction  with  the  improve- 
ment that  the  Union  of  the  two  countries 
was  calculated  to  confer  on  both,  and  not 
to  rest  on  any  weapon  except  public 
opinion.  Therefore  it  was,  that,  not  offer- 
ing any  factious  opposition  to  the  bill  of 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  he  felt  bound 
from  the  first  to  resist  it — he  must,  there- 
fore, continue  to  give  it  his  most  strenu- 
ous opposition,  and  he  was  convinced 
that  the  best  way  of  doing  so  was  to  sup- 
port, independently  of  the  merits  of  the 
bill  itself,  the  bill  of  the  noble  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  He  could  not  conceal  from 
himself  that  the  rejection  of  that  bill  was 
tantamount  to  the  adoption  of  that  of  the 
noble  Lord. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson  was  not  surprised 
that  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  who 
bad  just  addressed  the  House  had  been 
received  with  approbation.  It  had  been 
delivered  in  a  tone  of  extreme  moderation, 
and  was  characterized  by  great  candour 
and  fairness,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  find 
that  this  important  subject  was  likely  to 
be  debated  in  such  a  tone  and  spirit.  The 
hoD.  Baronet  would,  however,  excuse  him 
for  saying  that  he  had  followed  a  bad  ex- 
ample. He  had  followed  in  the  footsteps 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary 
at  War,  and  had  made  the  bill  of  his  noble 
Friend,  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire, 
the  subject  of  debate,  rather  than  the  me- 
rits of  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland.  The  hon.  Baronet 
and  the  Secretary  at  War  bad  assailed  the 


bill  of  his  noble  Friend,  and  had  directed 
their  arguments  particularly  to  that  clause 
which  gave  an  appeal  from  the  decisions 
of  the  Assistant-barristers.  But  there  was 
no  new  principle  in  that  clause,  for  al- 
though the  hoD.  Baronet  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  seemed  to  forget  the  fact. 
yet  the  existing  law  of  the  land  did  give 
an  appeal  to  the  judges  of  assize  in  one 
way.  At  most  this  was  only  an  extension 
of  the  principles  already  in  operation,  ami 
an  extension  which,  in  his  opinion,  must 
be  productive  of  advantage.  Nay,  more-~ 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland  itself,  did  profess  to  give  a  sort  of 
appeal  both  ways,  and  it  was,  therefore, 
obnoxious  to  all  the  objections  which  had 
been  made  against  the  bill  of  his  noUe 
Friend  by  the  hon.  Baronet  and  the  Se- 
cretary at  War.  The  hon.  Baronet  bad 
said  that  the  bill  of  the  Government  do* 
fined  the  franchise.  That,  however,  ha 
must  utterly  deny.  Instead  of  declariof 
the  law  defining  the  franchise,  or  removing 
the  doubts  which  existed  upon  the  sub- 
ject, the  bill  of  the  Government  entirely 
displaced  the  existing  qualification,  and 
substituted  a  new  one  completely  at  va- 
riance with  the  principles  of  the  Reform 
Bill.  The  bill  of  his  noble  Friend  was 
not,  as  had  been  said,  hostile  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  rating  under  the  Poor-law  at  a 
test,  nor  was  his  noble  Friend  himself  ad- 
verse to  the  adoption  of  that  test.  On  the 
contrary,  his  noble  Friend,  as  well  as 
many  hon.  Members  on  his  8ide  of  the 
House,  thought  such  a  test  desirable^  in 
order  to  gel  rid  of  the  swearing  which  was 
at  present  resorted  to.  What  they  ob- 
jected to  was  its  proposed  application  to 
land,  because  so  to  apply  it  was  conlrarv 
to  the  principles  of  the  Reform  BilL 
When  the  hon.  Member  for  Mallow  6rst 
proposed  to  adopt  the  test  of  rating  under 
the  Poor-law,  he  for  one  was  delighted. 
That  hon.  Gentleman  also  applied  the  test 
rightly.  He  applied  it  to  the  interest 
which  the  party  claiming  had  in  the  land, 
as  he  put  the  franchise  at  8/.  over  and 
above  the  rent  and  other  outgoings.  He 
wished  to  remove  another  misapprehension 
under  which  the  hon.  Baronet,  for  whom  be 
had  the  greatest  respect,  seemed  to  labour. 
The  hon.  Baronet  had  said,  that  his  noble 
Friend,  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire, 
was  inconsistent  with  himself.  He  said 
that  his  noble  Friend  had  disfranchised 
the  40s.  freeholders,  because  they  were 
too  dependent  on  their  iaodlordsp  aad 
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that  he  now  refused  to  enfranchise  the  5L 
holders,  because  they  were  not  likely  to 
be  under  the  influence  of  those  from  whom 
they  held  their  land.  Now,  the  fact  was, 
that  the  very  reverse  was  the  case.  His 
noble  Friend  had  disfranchised  the  40$. 
freeholders,  expressly  because  they  were 
too  dependent  on  their  landlords,  and  in 
the  same  way  he  now  refused,  and  for  the 
same  reason,  to  enfranchise  the  51.  tenants; 
for  there  could  not  be  a  doubt,  that  having 
no  interest  whatever  in  the  soil,  they 
would  form  a  still  worse  constituency  than 
the  40s.  freeholders.  Now,  having  said 
thus  much  on  the  misapprehensions  of  his 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Drogheda, 
he  should  proceed  to  make  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Secretary  at  War.  He 
owned  that  he  had  been  greatly  surprised 
to  hear  the  eloquent  address  with  which 
that  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  treated  the 
House.  He  had  followed  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  the  Member  for  Exeter, 
who  had  addressed  the  House  in  one  of 
the  most  argumentative  and  conclusive 
speeches  which  he  (Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson) 
had  ever  heard  addressed  either  to  that 
or  to  any  other  assembly.  It  was  a  plain, 
simple,  unambitious  speech,  which  rendered 
tlie  whole  matter  in  dispute  clear  even  to 
the  meanest  capacity.  And  how  had  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend's  speech  been  an- 
swered ?  He  wasamazed  thatany  Gentleman, 
especially  one  of  such  high  character  and 
attainments  as  the  right  hon.  Secretary  at 
War,  should  have  thought  it  expedient, 
in  so  important  a  debate  as  the  present, 
to  follow  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  with 
a  piece  of  mere  empty  frothy  declamation. 
The  objection  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  taken  to  the  bill  of  his  noble 
Friend,  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire, 
was  this : — *•  The  appeal  given  by  it  is 
monstrous.  Did  any  one  ever  hear  of  a 
reinvestigation  being  granted  in  a  civil  ac- 
tion, even  where  the  verdict  was  obtained 
by  fraud  and  perjury;  and  if  a  reinvesti- 
gation be  not  granted  in  such  a  case,  will 
\ou  give  it  in  a  matter  of  franchise?" 
Now,  in  reply  to  that  objection,  he  would 
state  at  once,  that  the  right  hon  Gentle- 
man ought  to  have  been  belter  acquainted 
with  the  law  of  the  land  than  to  have 
made  an  objection  so  utterly  untenable. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  once  been 
in  the  legal  profession  himself,  and  had, 
of  course,  been  eminent  in  it,  as  he  must 
be  in  every  pursuit  to  which  he  directed 


his  attention.     But,  with  all  deference  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  he  must  observe^ 
that  his  observations  on  that  part  of  the 
subject  betrayed  the  most  profound   igf- 
norance  of  it ;  for  if  a  verdict  in  a  civil 
case  were  obtained  by  fraud  and  perjury, 
aud  if  the  party  complaining  of  that  ver- 
dict found  out  evidence,  of  which  he  was 
not  aware  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  demon- 
strating the  evidence  given  on  the  trial  to 
be  a  tissue  of  fraud  and  perjury,  and  if  he 
made  affidavit  to  that  effect,  it  wa$  the 
every  day  practice  in  Westminster-hall, 
and  also  in  the  Four  Courts  in  Dublin,  to 
grant  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the 
verdict  had  been  obtained  by  surprise,  by 
fraud,  and  by   perjury.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  however,  had  gone  even  still 
further.     He  had  said,  **  Suppose  it  were 
a  case  in  which  lands  were  to  be  recovered ; 
did  any  one  ever  hear  of  a  reinvestigation 
having  been  granted   in  such   a   case?" 
Now,  he  must  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  he  spoke  in  the  presence  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  on   both  sides  of  the   House 
well  versed  in  the  profession  of  the  law, 
that  that  was  the  very  case  emphatically 
in  which  investigation  and  reinvestigation 
were  granted  toties  quotieSf  even  where 
judgment  had  been  entered  against  the 
party.     Ay,  even  where   a  dozen  judg^ 
ments  had  been  entered,  you  might  have 
a  reinvestigation  by  new  actions  of  eject- 
ment.   It  was  necessary,  however,  to  turn 
away  from  such  topics,  and  to  approach 
the  real  question    at  issue.     Let  no  man 
imagine  that    the   House  was  discussing 
here  the  principle  of  the  bill  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  principle  had  been  stated  by 
the  supporters  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment.    On  that  point  the  noble  Member 
for  Northumberland  had  fallen  into  a  mis- 
take, into  which  he  had  been  followed  by 
other  hon.    Members.     The  noble   Lord 
had  supposed  the  principle  of  this  bill  to 
be  not  what  his  noble  Friend,  the  Member 
for  North  Lancashire,  had  correctly  stated 
it  to  be,  but  to  be  simply   this : — first, 
whether  it  should  contain  a  definition  of 
the  elective  franchise  ;  and,  secondly  whe- 
ther the   Poor-law   valuation    should   be 
taken  as  the  standard  by  which  to  deter- 
mine it.     He  apprehended  that  the  noble 
Member  for  Northumberland  was  utterly 
mistaken.     He  had  already  stated,  that 
this  bill  contained   no  definition  of  the 
elective  franchise,  and  had  given  his  rea- 
sons   for    making    that   statement.      It 
merely  stated  that  every  tenant  rated  to  the 
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poor-rate  nt  61.  sliould  have  the  elective 
franchise.     The  real  qucition,  and  the 
reel  principle  intolved  in   the  bill  were 
thit:— 

"  Is   occupancy  lo  be  substituted    as 
ground  of  the  franciiise  for  county  elfclors 
stead  orthe  properly  qualification  proposed  by 
the  Reform  Bill." 

He  had  said  before,  an  the  subject  of 
taking  the  Poov-law  valuation  as  ll 
standard  of  value  for  the  franchise,  thi 
that  was  not  the  qiiesiioii  tlicn  before  the 
House.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  liis  side  ol 
(he  House  were  perfectly  content  to  adopi 
aiich  a  standard,  for  they  would  then  have 
two  elements,  by  which  they  could  test 
the  elector's  ri^rbt  to  the  franchiae.  You 
would  find  him  rated  to  the  poor-rale  for 
a  tenement — say,  at  201.  Then  you  would 
have  a  right,  and  the  registering  barrister 
would  enforce  it,  to  call  upon  the  claimant 
of  the  franchise  to  produce  his  lease;  and 
if,  upon  the  production  of  the  lease  he 
was  found  subject  to  a  10/.  rent  under 
Ills  lease,  the  registering  barrister  would 
■ay  at  once,  "  Register  this  man."  He 
was  saying  this  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  poor-rate  valuation  was  made 
fairly,  impartially,  correctly.  He  would 
not  sny  it  on  the  precious  valuation  which 
had  been  recently  made  for  some  parts  of 
Ireland.  But  be  would  say — and  he  bad 
no  doubt  but  that  his  noble  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire  would  say 
(he  satne— that  if  the  valuation  were  made 
fairly  by  a  valuator  upon  his  oath,  you 
would  have  an  unerring  test  for  the  regis- 
tration of  every  claimant'^  right  to  vote 
out  of  the  property  for  which  he  claimed. 
Let  no  man  suppose  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  his  tide  of  the  House  objected  to  the 
establithmeiit  of  such  a  test.  l.ooking 
closely,  as  be  had  looted,  at  this  bill,  he 
must  declare  that  it  was  quiie  a  curiosity. 
He  had  some  slij^ht  guesi  at  the  way  in 
which  it  had  been  brought  up  to  its  pre- 
sent shape.  It  had  all  ihe  j])pcarance  of 
having  been  originally  intended  for  two 
distinct  measures.  Thete  were  two  sets 
of  clauses  in  it.  The  clauses  from  one 
to  eighteen  inclusive  related  to  the  ijualili- 
cation  of  the  electors.  At  the  niucleenth 
clause  began  ibe  clauses  regulating  in  de- 
tail the  registration  and  its  revision.  Each 
of  these  classes  of  cl.iusci  began  with  a 
rcciliil.  The  recital  iti  the  nineteenth 
clause  wan  as  follows:  — 
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Session  of  Pii^iament  held  in  the  second  and 
third  years  of  tlie  reign  of  hii  late  Majesty  Kinf 
WilliBTn  4th,  entitled  'An  Act  toamsndlhc 
llepreaentation  of  the  People  of  Ireland,'  con- 
taming  certain  provisions  for  the  registration 
of  voters  for  the  election  of  Members  to  serve 
in  Parliament  for  counties  and  boroughs  in 
Ireland  ;  and  it  is  expedient  that  other  provi- 
sions should  be  made,  as  hcrelDafler  men- 
tioned, relating  lo  the  rcfjislraiion  of  penons 
em i tied  to  vote  at  such  elections.'' 

That  was  an  honest  and  fair  recital ;  for 
it  stated  the  necessity  of  altering  the  Re- 
form Bill  for  Ireland,  and  proceeded  (o 
alter  it  accordingly.  But  the  otherrecittl 
in  the  bill  was  neither  honest  uor  fitir ;  for 
it  staled  that 

"  Doubts  and  difficulties  preiailed  with  re* 
specl  10  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  (jiiilili- 
cution  of  persotis  in  acluni  occupation  claim- 
ing to  be  entitled  to  be  registered  and  to  vole 
as  ['nrliamentnry  eleclore  in  Ireland  in  respeet 
of  freehold  and  leasehold  properly," 
and  yet  contained  no  declaratory  enact- 
ment lo  settle  those  doubts  and  those 
difficulties.  Any  one  who  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  examining  documents  pre- 
pared for  the  press  must  see  a  change  in 
the  type  and  in  the  mode  of  leading  it  in 
the  sixth  and  seventh  pages  of  this  bill, 
which  pages  contained  the  nineteenth 
clause,  and  tome  of  those  immediatelj 
preceding  it.  It  was  quite  evident  from 
thisdifference  io  the  type  and  in  the  print* 
ing,  that  before  her  Msjeaty't  Mitiiiieri 
had  thought  of  introducing  thit,  their  ne** 
fanglcd  scheme  for  altering  the  Reform 
Dill,  they  had  prepared  a  bill  for  amend- 
ing the  registration;  and  that  afVerwirdi, 
when  they  had  determined  to  splice  their 
new  scheme  upon  that  hitl.  they  had 
altered  the  leading  of  ibe  clauses  tn  paget 
six  and  seven,  so  as  lo  make  the  matter 
which  was  originally  intended  to  form  but 
one  page,  cover  two  pages.  As  lo  (he 
motives  of  her  Majesty's  Government  in 
proposing  this  new   Reform  Dill  for  fre- 

id —for   such    it  undoubtedly  was— he 

lid  only  make  a  guess  at  them.  He 
conjectured,  that  finilrnj  ihemsclvcs  re- 
d  to  a  pinch  by  the  prewnt  posture  of 
their  affdirs — feeling  their  position  com- 
promised by  the  issue  of  so  many  recent 
.'lections,  and  pressed  hard  by  the  dreed 
of  collision  amon;;  the  hon.  Members 
w!io  formed  the  bcterogencoui  man  of 
supporters,  they  had  thought  it  eit- 
pcdieiit  to  throw  out  to  them  thi*  lure. 
'  We  will  alter  the  Reform  Bill  first  in 
Ireland."     Ami  now  they  were  prepared 
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to  take  a  division  on  the  second  reading 
of  this  bill  in  order  that  they  might  here- 
after be  enabled  to  say,  "  See  how  we 
wish  to  carry  our  principle,  and  to  make  a 
change  in  the  Reform  Bill."  But  would 
they  carry  the  bill  further  than  the^  pre- 
sent stage,  if  they  succeeded  in  carrying  it 
so  far?  They  had  no  notion— no  man  had 
any  notion,  that  this  measure  of  theirs 
would  pass  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  would  venture  to  say,  that  if 
they  carried  the  second  reading,  they 
would  not  move  the  bill  into  committee, 
either  this  week,  or  next  week,  or  the 
week  after ;  in  short,  that  they  would  not 
take  another  step  in  it  till  after  Easter. 
Every  one  knew  that  this  experiment 
could  not  succeed.  Some  of  their  friends 
of  the  press  had  even  told  them  that  the 
measure  was  a  mere  make-believe.  Even 
some  Members  in  that  House  who  were 
prepared  to  support  them  on  the  second 
reading  had  told  them  frankly,  that  they 
would  not  go  along  with  them  in  the  5«. 
franchise.  He  likewise  knew  that  some 
hon.  Members  were  inclined  to  vote  for 
the  second  reading,  under  a  mistaken  no- 
tion of  what  they  ought  to  do.  The  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  Ireland  had  used 
this  language  to  the  House  :— 

'^  I  think  an  annual  revision  of  the  rep^istry 
desirable.  I  think  a  double  appeal  desirable 
on  matters  of  law,  both  as  affecting  the  exclu- 
sion and  the  admission  of  electors  on  the  re- 
gistry. I  think  the  abolition  of  the  certificate 
also  desirable." 

Yes,  the  noble  Lord  admitted  all  these 
points  to  be  excellent,  after  all  the  clamour 
which  he  and  others  had  directed  against 
his  noble  Friend  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire  for  proposing  them  last  year. 
He  recollected  well  that  his  noble  Friend 
was  called  "  Scorpion,"  "destroyer  of  the 
union,'*  "enemy  of  Ireland,  with  a  heart  as 
black  as  his  own  venom,*'  and  yet  the 
noble  Secretary  for  Ireland,  now  came 
down  to  Parliament  and  said,  "These  are 
all  excellent  things  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  proposed,  but  I  will  not  give  you  one 
of  them  unless  you  consent  to  give  me  a 
franchise  based  on  a  5/.  rating."  "  That," 
said  the  noble  Secretary,  "  is  the  essential 
ingredient  of  the  bill ;  on  that  is  founded 
its  only  hope  of  success.**  Acting  upon 
the  same  principle  the  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary at  War,  had  also  let  the  oat  out  of 
the  bag  last  night.  He  had  said,  *'  Those 
are  mistaken  who  think  that  the  51.  rating 
is  a  mere  tack  on  the  bill;  it  is  the  very 


essence  of  it.''  His  right  hon.  and  leamtfd 
Friend  the  Attomey-Qeneml  for  Ireland, 
bad  also  thought  fit  to  asdat  this  delnsiofl. 
He  had  told  that  House  that  it  was  li 
question  for  the  committee;  ''the  only 
question,"  said  he,  *'on  the  5L  rating 
clause  is  a  question  of  amount — you  sei 
that  the  *Jtm  pounds*  is  printed  in  italics.** 
But  were  these  words  printed  in  italied— 
namely,  that  any  person  "  who  shall  be  fat 
the  actual  occupatioti  of  such  propMy 
shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered,  and  tO 
vote  as  a  Parliamentary  elector  fbr  stKih 
county  r  It  was  quite  clear  from  th6 
part  of  the  clause  he  had  just  read,  that  It 
was  intended  to  confer  the  fVanchise  on 
the  occupation  of  property  which  wasrat^ 
at  51.  to  the  poor-rate.  He  cotttendad 
that  every  Member  of  Parliament  attached 
to  the  monarchical  constitution  x^fEnft* 
land  as  ojpposed  to  the  democratical  priS^ 
ciple  which  was  now  abroad  and  dttOt 
gathering  strength,  was  called  ttpokl  to 
resist  this  measure  to  the  utmost  and  tb 
lend  his  aid  In  throwing  it  out  on  VM 
second  reading.  He  said,  that  the  gen- 
tlemen of  England  were  as  deeply  int^- 
ested  as  those  of  Ireland  in  its  raUdfe  6i 
its  saccess.  If  this  measort!  were  panid 
for  Ireland  it  must  be  introdoeed  ahm  111 
England.  Would  they  not  be  h^artfi^ 
erery  day  exclamations  flrbtn  EngHshnMSn 
'*  Why  is  Ireland  to  be  allowed  to  sfrtttap" 
Qsf  Why  shoald  not  we  have  the  lani 
advantage  as  that  which  the  people  of 
Ireland  derive  fh)m  the  possetsion  of  At 
51.  franchise?"  It  was  only  necessarv  to 
look  back  to  the  discussions  on  the  Relbnri 
Bill  to  see  what  ought  to  be  done  On  xhi 
present  occasion.  He  found  the  late  EM 
of  Durham,  a  reformer  of  the  first  qnalitjr. 
rejoicing  that  only  one-third  of  the  fotHI 
under  the  Reform  Bill  would  possess 'k' 
flranchise  so  low  as  10/.  He  totind  tlH 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne  rejoicing  that  tA 
towns  there  would  be  more  151.  than  lOt 
householders  amongst  the  electors.  HW 
found  Earl  Grey,  the  head  of  the  admlll-^ 
istfation  of  that  day,  describing*  the  M- 
form  Bill  as  a  settling  of  the  question  0f 
reform,  and  as  a  resting  place  fbr  the  con- 
stitution, in  which  it  Would  not  be  dh-' 
turbed  by  new  revolutions.  It  was,  thM^ 
fore,  passing  strange  to  hear  that  hU 
Majesty's  present  Ocnrernment  should  nd# 
come  forward  to  alter  that  settlemA^ 
and  not  only  that  settlement  but  a  ptin 
vioos  settlement,  which  Wai  made  rMMlK* 
idg  the  40i.  frethoUert  in  f  rriand  in  18SK 
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Now,  if  a  change  were  to  be  made,  a  case 
of  strong  necessity  ought  to  be  made  out 
to  authorize  a  change  so  violent  as  that 
which  this  bill  proposed.  What,  then, 
was  the  necessity  pleaded  here  ?  It  was 
said  that  the  constituency  of  Ireland  had 
greatly  decreased.  Had  that  proposition 
been  made  out?  Had  the  constituency 
been  really  reduced  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  render  it  necessary  to  repeal  the  Reform 
Bill  ?  The  return  on  their  Table  proved 
no  such  thing.  His  noble  Friend  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire,  on  intro- 
ducing the  Reform  Bill  calculated  the 
constituency  of  Ireland  at  that  time  at 
52,000.  At  present  the  county  constitu- 
ency of  Ireland  was  47,987  in  excess  of 
that  number.  In  the  borough  towns  there 
was  another  excess  of  37,300,  making  a 
g^oss  excess  of  75,287  over  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord.  He  had  himself 
also  taken  some  trouble  in  obtaining  re- 
turns on  this  subject.  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Drogheda,  who  resided 
in  the  county  of  Meath,  had  read  a  return 
of  the  numbers  of  the  constituency  for  the 
county.  He  had  also  got  a  return  from 
the  county  of  Meath.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  stated,  that  in  1832  the  constituency 
of  Meath  was  1 ,500,  and  that  it  was  now 
only  1,300  odd.  He  had  a  return  before 
him,  which  came  from  a  barrister  much 
pyersed  in  registration  in  different  parts  of 
Ireland.  That  return  agreed  with  his 
hon.  Friend's  as  to  the  numbers  in  Decem- 
ber,  1832,  but  it  gave  him  a  number  ex- 
ceeding 1,400,  as  the  number  of  voters 
in  December,  1840.  He  admitted,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  a  failing  off  of  eighty- 
four  voters  in  the  county  of  Meath. 
The  returns  from  the  Queen's  county 
showed  that  the  constituency  in  Decem- 
ber, 1832,  was  1,494;  and  in  December, 
1840,  it  was  1,559;  the  returns  from 
Kildare,  for  the  same  period,  showed  an 
increase  of  from  1,121  to  1,9G1;  the  re- 
rurns  for  Wicklow  showed  a  falling  off  of 
more  than  100,  being  in  1838,  1,520; 
and  in  1840,  1,416.  He  admitted  that 
there  were  causes  in  operation  in  Ireland 
which  tended  to  diminish  the  constitu- 
ency. Amongst  these  was  the  indisposi- 
tion of  landlords  to  grant  leases.  But 
that  was  not  the  only  cause,  for  he  could 
state  from  his  own  knowledge  that  there 
was  a  still  greater  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  tenants  to  accept  them.  The 
Roman  Catholic  tenantry  of  Ireland,  who 
were  desirous  of  engaging  in  honest,  in- 


I  dnstrioat,  and  lucrative  punuita,  did  not 
wish  to  be  invested  with  the  fraochiaey 
which  only  placed  tbem  between  two  fim. 
If,  possessing  it,  they  would  chance  to 
exercise  the  privilege  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  their  priests,  they  were  all  de- 
nounced for  the  act,  and  looked  upon  as 
outcasts.  If  they  went  against  their  land- 
lords they  also  committed  an  offencct  (or 
the  landlords  naturally  looked  to  possess 
some  influence,  but  not  such  as  woold 
coerce  the  opinions  of  their  tenants.  And 
here  he  must  observe  that  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  North  Lancashire,  wan 
much  misunderstood  in  the  observations 
which  he  had  made  upon  this  point.  The 
noble  Lord's  observations  merely  implied 
that  kindness  towards  the  tenantry  was 
calculated  to  produce  such  feelings  on  their 
part  as  would  give  the  former  a  most  nndue 
influence.  But  unhappily  in  Ireland  the  te* 
nant  could  not  please  both  parties,  and 
an  indisposition  to  be  placed  on  the  regis- 
try was  the  consequence.  The  relums. 
however,  showed  no  necessity  for  an 
increase  of  the  constituency.  It  was  tme 
that  those  returns  contained  some  dupli- 
cates, but  more  correct  returns  would 
shortly  be  laid  before  the  House.  Why 
should  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  call  upon 
those  on  his  side  of  the  House  to  admit  a 
reduction  of  the  constituency,  and  that  a 
case  was  made  out  for  the  present  bill, 
without  first  proving  the  necessity  and 
making  out  the  case  ?  But,  even  if  they 
did  prove  a  diminution  of  the  constituency, 
how  did  that  make  out  their  case,  when 
it  was  shown  that  the  diminution  arose  ont 
of  causes  which  would  still  continue  to 
operate?  It  was  the  duty  of  those  who 
supported  this  measure  to  show  that  Ire- 
land was  not  fairly  represented  in  the 
House  of  Commons  before  they  called 
upon  the  House  to  unsettle  the  Refonn 
Bill.  The  country  could  not  stand  a  suc- 
cession of  revolutions,  nor  would  it  be 
wise  to  run  the  risk  of  a  series  of  convul- 
sions. The  establishment  of  a  5/.  fran- 
chise now  would  be  attended  with  in6nitely 
more  ruinous  consequences  than  those 
which  ensued  from  the  establishment  of 
the  old  40s.  constituency.  He  would  en- 
treat the  attention  of  the  House  to  an  im- 
portant document  from  the  second  report 
on  railroads, signed  by  Messrs.  Drummood, 
Burgoyne,  Barlowe  and  Griffiths.  He 
would  first  premise,  that  the  law  whidi 
established  the  40s.  franchise  was  passed 
in  171)3.      Woold  the  House  believe,  thai 
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from  1791 9  which  he  would  take  for  the 
sake  of  round  numbers,  to  1821,  the  popu- 
lation of  Ireland,from  4,206,60 1,  increased 
to  6,801,827;   the  increase  for  the  next 
ten  ensuing  years  was  to  7,767,400,  and 
the  returns    for    1838  gave   8,500,000. 
This  the  report  ascribed  to  the  eztensWe 
subletting  by  landlords  for  the  increase  of 
their  electioneering  influence  by  means  of 
the  40f .  franchise ;    but  the  consequences 
to  the  agricultural  classes  more  particularly 
were  ruinous  in  the  extreme.     Misery  and 
destitution  to  an  extensive  amount  spread 
through  every  portion  of  the  country,  par- 
ticularly in   the  south-western    districts. 
The  beneficial  effects  of  the  change  made 
in  the  constituency  by  doing  away  with 
the  40f.  franchise  was  borne  testimony  to 
in  the  report.   •  For  some  years  past  the 
proprietors  of  the  soil  had  been  endeavour* 
ing  to  do  away  with  the  small  allotments 
altogether,  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
a  sujierior  system  of  agriculture  began  to 
exhibit  itself,  and  a  state  of  general  im- 
provement was  visible  through  the  coun- 
try from  north  to  south.    Such  was  the 
statement  to  be  found  in  page  thirty-four 
of  the  report.    The  report  further  said,that 
the  safety  of  Ireland  depended  on  con- 
Unning   and    promoting    this  favourable 
change  in  the  agricultural  district,  and  yet 
the  House  was  now  called  upon  to  undo 
all  it  had  done  towards  effecting  that  de- 
sirable alteration,  and  to  reduce  things  to 
the  old  state,  by  which  the  safety  of  Ire- 
land was  threatened.    To  consent  to  the 
establishment  of   a  51.  franchise  would 
undo  all  that  had  been  done  since  the 
abolition  of  the  40s.  franchise;    nay,  it 
would  throw  Ireland  twenty  years  iMck-  | 
ward.     He  had  heard  no  argument  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  proposition,  except  that  based 
upon  the   disproportion.     In   answer  to 
that  he  would  refer  to  a  statement  made 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Dublin  in  1837.    The  hon. 
and    learned    Gentleman    said,  that  the 
destitution  in  Ireland  exceeded  any  calcu- 
lation made  by  the  Poor-law  Commission- 
ers,   for    there   were  585,000  heads  of 
families  in  a  state  of  actual  destitution  for 
a  great  part  of  the  year,  and  these  persons 
were  at  the  head  of  a  population  amount- 
ing to  3,000,000,  two-thirds  of   whom 
were  destitute  for  one  half  the  year,  and 
the  other  third  destitute  for  the  whole  year 
round.      Here    were   1,000,000   persons 
destitute  throughout  the  whole  year,  and 
2,000,000  in  a  state  of  destitutioB  for  a 
VOL.LVI.    {SSi) 


part  of  the  jear-^naasely,  from  April  t« 
the  coming  m  of  the  new  crop.    IVikinf 
the  whole  population  at  8,500,000,  and 
deducting  the  3,000,000,  there  would  re- 
main only  5,500,000  who  could  have  any 
claim  to  the  franchise,  and  the  cifcmn* 
stances  of  the  two  countries  being  com* 
pared  in  all  other  respects,  was  it  to  bt 
wondered  at  that  the  constituency  was 
disproportioned  as  respected  the  compara^ 
tive  population  ?    But  even  if  there  wtra 
a  proved  necessity  for  an  extension  of  the 
constituency,  was  it  not  equally  neceasarj 
to  establish  some  standard  by  which  to 
ascertain  the  qualification  for  the  increased 
franchise  ?     Were  they  to  take  as  a  stan* 
dard  a  rating  which  had  been  shown  not 
only  to  be  incorrect  in  the  valustion,  hot 
made  contrary  to  and  in  the  teeth  of  die 
law  of  the  lend  ?    Only  ten  reports  bad 
been  made,  and  of  those  ten  only  five  had 
been  furnished  to  the  House.    Mo  reporti 
had  been  made  ss  to  the  boroughs,  thoo^ 
Glonmell,  Bandon,  and  Fermoy  had  been 
visited.       Why    bad    only   five    out   of 
the  ten  been  furnished  ?    Was  it  becanie 
the    others    would    not  perhaps  exaetly'' 
support  the  arguments  urged  in  favour  ef 
the  bill  ?    By  accounts  which  had  rteielMd 
him  from  Cork,  be  found  that  instead  ef 
an  under-valuation  for  rating  lo  the  poev^ 
rate  the  property  had  been  valued  to  tte 
highest  possiUe  amonnt.    In  St.  Annc^^" 
Shandon,  a  decaying  and  poor  part  of  the 
town,  the  rating  was  higher  than  it  had 
ever  been  known  before  for  any  local  por^ 
pose.    Now,  take  the  case  of  the  eountj 
of  Clare.    Immediately  npon  reading  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Viscount  (Viscoaaft 
Morpeth)  on  introducing   the  bill,  Mr. 
Reade,  a  retired  barrister,  now  residing  ia 
the  union  of  Scariff*,  in  that  county,  bad 
sat  down  end  written  a  letter  to  him  (Mr. 
Sergeant  Jackson),  in  which,  referring  to 
the  noble  Viscount's  assertion  that  Ma 
proposed  alteration  of  the  franchise  accor* 
ding  to  the  Poor-law  valaation,  would  not 
msterially    increase  the  constituency  of 
Ireland,  that  gentleman  had  shown,  that, 
taking  the  case  of  Scariff*as  a  guide,  the 
new  standard  would  actually  increase  the 
constituency  of  Clare  by  no  fewer  than 
20,000  votes.    So  mnch  for  the  assertion 
of  the  noUe  Viscount  and  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Drogheda,  that 
the  change  would  only  give  a  hit  right  of 
voting  in  Ireland.    But  if  Clare  wooid^ 
have  20,000  additkMal  voters,  the  larfM" 
coaoiy  of  Cork  mi^t  be  expected  to  M^ 
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100,000,  or  at  letst  40,000  added  to  iu 
lift.  Then,  with  reference  to  the  iDcreased 
iaBoence  vbcrb  the  owaHre  coold  not 
fail  to  bestow  opon  the  Romao 
Caibolic  clergy,  tarelf  it  nerer  was 
joteoded  by  the  Emaocipatioo  Act  lo  in- 
vatt  thoce  penoot  with  electoral  infloeoce, 
yet  had  they  not  at  preient  coosiderable 
political  and  electoral  iofluence?  Did 
they  not  return  a  ereat  many  Members  to 
the  House  of  ComrooDi?  Coold  aoT 
man  deny  that  ?  The  boo.  Member  for 
Cavan,  in  hit  speech  last  night,  which 
bad  met  «ith  the  approbation  of  both 
sides  of  the  Hoose,  had  said,  that  he 
would  be  unwilling  to  giTe  the  clergy  of 
the  Established  Church  the  power  which 
this  bill  would  give  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic clergy.  He  said,  that  he  had  much 
rather  see  such  a  power  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  clergy  of  the  establishment, 
than  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  as  a 
body.  He  said  as  a  body,  for  he  would 
not  seek  to  deprive  one  of  them  of  his 
individual  rights,  but  he  thought,  that 
there  were  very  strong  objections  to  in- 
vesting with  the  power  a  body  which  was 
hostile  to  the  establishment,  which  con- 
sisted of  persons  who  had  not  given 
pledges  for  the  security  of  their  country, 
and  of  its  institutions,  who  were  not  mar- 
ried men,  who  were  in  the  nature  of  a 
corporation,  having  the  interests  and  ad- 
vancement of  their  order  pre-eminently 
at  heart.  This  was  not  the  case  of  the 
clergy  of  the  Established  Church — they 
were  citixens.  He  asked  the  House  to 
say,  whether  the  influence  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  was  not  already  great 
enough  ?  There  was  another  point.  How 
were  the  Ministry  supported  in  that 
House  ?  Their  actual  majority,  if  every 
Member  were  in  his  place,  would  be  ten 
or  eleven,  a  number  produced  by  sub- 
tracting the  minority  of  twenty-three  in 
which  they  stood,  in  respect  to  the  Mem- 
bers for  Great  Britain,  from  the  majority 
of  thirty*four  which  they  had  upon  the 
votes  from  Ireland.  It  was  not  Great 
Britain,  then,  that  said  who  should  be 
the  Ministers  of  the  day,  and  he,  there- 
fore, asked  Knglish  Members,  whether  the 
power  of  increasing  this  Irish  majority 
ought  to  be  given  by  this  bill?  For  his 
own  part  he  objected  to  this  bill  in  /o/ci, 
he  objected  to  it,  as  tending  to  disturb 
the  settlement  made  in  18.T2,  he  objected 
to  it  as  trntling  to  disturb  the  settlement 
made  in  1829.     Let  the  Hoase  remember. 


Bm 


tbat  Ik  ftboUtioo  ol  tbe  40s.  f  fiI  ili 
votets  was  oude  the  eoodiikia  prendcaa 
to  the  passing  of  the  Relief  Act  n  IttflL 
There  was  a  growing  spirit  ia  tkk  < 
having  for  its  obyecl  the  repeal  of  tkas 
It  was  with  regret  he  obacmed  iL 
tbooght  it  a  most  impradent  idea  ; 
he  warned  the  House  not  lo  give 
holding  these  sentiments  a  aaoi 
argnnseot  by  eoabliag  tbeea  to  aaj, 
now  there  were  good  reasons  why  iIm 
of  1829  should  be  rescinded. 
establishing  this  new  conslitnency, 
as  it  must  be,  quite  as  liable  lo  tbe 
fluence  of  the  clergy  of  the  Roosan 
tholic  Church  as  the  40f.  frechokkn 
were,  the  terms  had  been  violated 
which  that  measure  was  passed, 
wouki  not  trespass  further  on  the  pali 
of  the  House,  than  to  express  hia 
prise  that  the  right  hon.  Secretary  ai  War 
should  have  held  out  last  night  momm* 
thing  of  a  threat,  in  order  to  indoee  tW 
House  to  pass  this  bill.  He  was  awam 
that  the  boo.  and  learned  Menibar  far 
Dublin,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  hia  "  dear 
Ray,"  bad  used  some  soch  langaaga  aa 
— *'  Give  me  France  and  our  7,000,000« 
against  England,  and  all  our 
But  he  had  thought  it  was  im[ 
that  any  man  should  get  up  in  ikai 
House,  and  sanction  such  language,  atiD 
less  had  he  expected  that  any  allaaiaa 
of  the  kind  would  have  been  made  ia  hii 
place  by  one  of  the  sworn  Minisleia  af 
the  Crown. 

Mr.  Slaney  would  not  detain  the  Hi 
by  going  into  the  details  of  this 
at  any  length.  He  thanked  the 
Member  for  Cavan  for  the  calm  and 
perate  manner  in  which  he  had  spokea 
upon  this  subject,  and  also  the  boa. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Drogbeda,  for 
the  able  speech  which  he  had  made, 
Hon.  Members  of  all  opinions  admitted 
that  the  franchise,  as  it  at  preaent  stood, 
was  pregnant  with  the  deepest  injury  to 
the  real  interests  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
and  that  some  alteration  was  abaolutely 
necessary.  The  interpretation  of  the  claaee 
of  the  act  under  which  the  existing  law 
was  maintained,  was  admitted  to  be  iha 
subject  of  dispute,  and  of  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  all  classes  in  Ireland, 
from  the  highest  judicial  authorities  dowa 
to  the  poorest  voter,  but  there  did  not 
exist  any  diflfcrence  of  opinion  on  iha 
question  whether  or  not  some  act  oag|K 
not  to  be  passed  to  set  at  rest  the  diapaici 
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point  He  had  himself  cOoTeried  in  prt- 
Tate  with  many  hop.  Members  on  the 
other  side^  whose  opinions  were  decidedly 
in  favour  of  that  interpretation  of  the  act 


the  other  side  had  attempted  to  lecore  k 
postponement  of  the  decision  epon  tU* 
most  imporUnt  question  until  the  bill  wtt 
in  committee,  on  the  supposition,  that  if 


which  established  the  soWeot  tenant  test,    it  contained  anything  ofagectionablei    it 


and  they  admitted  that  the  subject  was 
liable  to  great  ambiguity,  and  that  no 
man  ought  to  be  blamed  for  taking  an 
opposite  view,  because  such  a  view  might 
fairly  and  honestly  be  taken  by  those  who 
entertained  that  opinion.  On  the  other 
hand,  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  were  agreed  as  to  the  desirableness 
of  the  test  of  the  qualification  being  one 
that  would  apply  equally  to  all  property. 
To  this,  the  leading  principle  of  the  bill 
there  was  no  opposition ;  why,  then, 
should  they  not  agree  to  the  second  read- 
ing, and  leave  the  question  of  the  amount 
of  the  qualification,  which  was  a  question 
of  detail,  for  the  committee.  He  thought 
himself  that  the  amount  of  the  qualifica- 
tion 6xed  in  the  bill  was  too  low ;  but  he 
entirely  approved  of  the  principle  of  a 
definition  of  the  franchise,  and  a  rating  to 
the  poor  as  the  test  of  the  qualification. 
He  thought  that  all  hon.  Members  who 


might  then  be  expunged  or  modified. 
Those  hon.  Members,  however,  forgot  the 
obserration  with  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  introduced  the  bill,  in  which  he  die* 
tinctly  told  them,  that  he  never  would  ae^ 
cept  a  bill  for  the  amendment  of  this 
system  of  registration  in  Ireland  without 
a  definition  of  the  franchise.  It  was  per^ 
fectly  clear,  that  this  was  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  It  had  been  distinctly  avowed 
by  the  noble  Secretary  for  Ireland,  who 
challenged  comparison  with  the  bill  of  th0 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lanei- 
shire ;  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Secretary  at  War,  had  also  stated^  that 
the  essence  of  the  bill  was  the  defibhkm 
of  the  franchise.  Could  a  doubt  remam 
as  to  that  definition  having  been  insert<Ml 
to  decide  this  question  in  the  present 
stage  of  the  bill  ?  Were  they  not  even 
compelled  to  this  course  by  the  challentte 
of  the  noble  Lord  ?    He  had  listened  in 


agreed  in  the  principle,  but  differed  as  to  '  vain  for  anything  in  the  shape  of  argn- 
the  details,  ought  to  vote  for  the  bill '  ment  from  the  other  side  which  might  aa- 
going  into  committee,  and  there  endea-  .  tisfactorily  explain  the  reason  of  making 
voor  honestly  to  meet  each  other,  in  the  j  this  most  startling  and  overwhelming  ■!*- 
hope  of  coming  to  some  arrangement  by  I  teration  in  the  Irish  firanchise.  The  Hght 
mutual  compromise.  There  were  reasons  \  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Secretary  at  War, 
why  at  this  particular  time  some  decision  |  rose  after  his  hon.  Friend,  the  Member 
ought  to  be  come  to.  Supported  by  a  I  fbr  Exeter,  had  addressed  to  the  House 
large  majority,  so  that  the  question  might  j  his  most  convincing  speech.  He  had  ea« 
be  definitively  settled,  and  not  subjected  doubtedly  expected,  that  that  right  hen. 
to  constant  agitation  and  disscussion,  let  Gentleman  would  have  attempted  to 
the  bill  go  to  committee,  and  some  com-  grapple  with  the  arguments  which  hid 
promise  of  the  kind  he  referred  to  be  been  addressed  with  so  much  ctlteneaa, 
agreed  to;  or,  if  not,  let  the  sense  of  the  but  at  the  same  time  with  so  much  foree. 
House  be  taken  on  it  upon  the  third  read-  \  to  the  House  by  his  predecessor  In  the 
ing,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that,  unless  debate,  and  he  confessed,  timt  he  felt  die- 
some  satisfactory  adjustment  were  come  appointed  when  he  found  that  right  hon. 
to,  hon.  Members  opposite  would  find  Gentleman  abandoning  even  the  gronnd 
sufficient  support  on  that  side  of  the  which  had  been  taken  by  the  noble  Lord, 
House  to  prevent  the  bill  passing  in  its  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  directing 
present  shape.  He  should  vote  for  the  nine*tenths  of  his  speech  to  the  bill  of  the 
second  reading,  and  when  in  committee  noble  Lord,  the  Meml)er  for  North  Lam* 
he  should  contend  for  a  fair  substitute  cashire.  It  Was  only  an  accidental  obaer^ 
for  the  present  ambiguous  franchise ;  at  vation  falling  from  that  noble  Lord  which 
the  same  time,  he  would  be  prepared  to  recalled  him  to  a  sense  of  the  irrelevaooy 
maintain  the  principle  of  qualification  as  of  his  obserrationsi  and  then  the  right 
intended  by  the  Reform  Act.  .  hon.  Gentleman  bounded  away,  conclnd- 

Mr.  Thesiger  was  of  opinion^  that  the  ing,  af^er  a  few  brief  ot>serTtttions,  witk  e 
hon.  Member  for  Shrewsbury's  endeavours  whirl  of  eloquence  which  utterly  bewil- 
to  conciliate  the  House  in  favour  of  the  dered  his  humble  faculties,  and  prefeMid 
principle  of  the  noble  Lord's  bill  would  the  possibility  of  his  comprehending  «tet 
hardly  be  successfhi.    Hon.  Members  at   eonid  be  the  right  hon.  Gentlettaire 
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ject.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Exeter  had  touched  upon  an  objection 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  very  great 
and  conclusive  force.  With  regard  to  the 
alteration  of  the  franchise,  it  affected  the 
question  which  was  settled  when  the  Ca- 
tholic Relief  Bill  was  introduced,  and 
violated  the  pledge  given  at  that  time  with 
regard  to  the  franchise.  Hon.  Members 
were  aware,  that  at  the  time  that  bill  was 
introduced,  in  1829,  there  existed  in  the 
constituency  of  Ireland  40s.  freeholders, 


most  important  and  most  startling  mea* 
sure.  The  noble  Lord  was  violating  this 
pledge,  not  by  restoring  the  40f.  free- 
holders, but  by  introducing  a  constituency 
inferior  in  degree,  and  infinitely  worse 
than  existed  at  the  passing  of  the  Relief 
Bill.  Was  it  fair  and  just  to  bon.  Mem- 
bers who  voted  for  that  measure  on  the 
assurance  that  it  was  to  be  accompanied 
with  the  extinction  of  the  40s.  freebolden 
— was  it  dealing  fairly  with  them  to  intro- 
duce a  measure  of  this  description  ?     It 


persons  likely  to  be  considerably  influ-  .  had  been  said  that  doubts  existed  with 
enced  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran-  ;  respect  to  the  proper  construction  of  free- 
chise,  and  it  was  proposed  at  the  time  the  j  hold  and  leasehold  interests  under  the 
measure  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman  Ca-  |  Reform  Act.  The  hon.  Member  for 
tholics  in  Ireland  was  introduced,  as  it ,  Shrewsbury  (Mr.  Slaney)  said,  he  had 
was  apprehended,  that  very  great  danger  j  inquired  frequently  of  Members  on  that 
might  result  from  the  measure  if  those  !  side  of  the  House,  and  found  that  no  one 
persons  were  left  as  they  were,  exposed  to  |  could  give  him  a  decided  opinion  upon  the 
temptations  that  would  nullify  their  votes  meaning  of  the  terms  "  beneficial  inter- 
— it  was  determined  that  the  measure  of 
emancipation  should  be  accompanied  by 
the  extinction  of  the  40s.  freehold  quali- 
fication, and  many  Members  were  at  that 


est."  He  had  never  entertained  any  doubt 
upon  the  subject,  and  he  had  conversed 
frequently  with  lawyers  on  the  subject^ 
and  had  never  heard  of  any  doubts  re- 
time induced  to  give  a  reluctant  support  j  garding  it.     He  must  object  to  the  course 


to  the  measure  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  from  its  being  ac- 
companied by  the  other  measure,  which 
was  to  raise  a  constituency  free  from  the 
objection.  Although  the  bill  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  the  40s.  freeholders  passed 
before  that  for  the  relief  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  vet  both  bills  re- 
ceived  the  Royal  assent  the  same  day, 
April  29,  and  were,  in  fact,  considered  as 


pursued  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  Drogheda,  in  referring  to  the  opinions 
of  Members  in  this  or  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  as  a  guide  to  the  interpretation 
of  any  bill,  because,  if  that  course  were 
to  be  adopted,  it  would  be  easy  to  get 
opinions  in  favour  of  any  construction  oe- 
sired.  But  when  a  bill  had  once  passed 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  received 
the  Royal  assent,  it  became  a  subject  of 


parts  of  the  same  measure.     By  that  act,  ;  judicial  construction,  and  if  the  Legisla- 


the  10th  of  Geo.  4th,  a  10/.  freehold  con- 
stituency was  established,  and  a  freeholder 
was  required  to  prove,  that  he  possessed 
an  interest  of  the  yearly  value  of  10/ 
over  and  above  all  rates  and  charges,  and 
in  the  oath  he  was  required  to  take  he 
stated,  that  he  verily  believed,  that  a  sol- 
vent tenant  would  pay  10/.  over  and 
above  what  he  paid.  So  it  continued  till 
the  Reform  Bill  in  1832.  No  one  ever 
thought  of  restoring  the  40s.  freeholders 
in  Ireland,  except  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin,  who  in  the  discus- 
sions on  the  Reform  Bill,  raised  his  voice 
in  favour  of  the  40s.  freeholders,  but  he 
found  no  echo  in  the  House,  and  no  one 
till  now  had  thought  of  violating,  or  of 
disturbing  a  pledge  which  had  been  un- 
questionably given.  It  remained  for  the 
noble  Lord,  under  circumstances  which 
had  been  so  frequently  brought  under  the 
notice  of   the   House,  to  introduce  this 


ture  had  not  expressed  its  intention  so 
that  it  might  not  be  misinterpreted,  that 
was  the  fault  of  the  Legislature,  but  it 
was  no  reason  for  inquiring  into  the  ree^ 
sons  urged  at  the  time  the  bill  was  under 
discussion  in  either  House.  It  was  a  very 
great  mistake  (and  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Shrewsbury  had  fallen  into  it 
with  others)  to  suppose  that  the  Conser- 
vatives were  opposed  to  a  certain  test 
being  applied  for  ascertaining  the  fran- 
chise. They  had  not  the  slightest  objec* 
(ion  whatever  to  the  application  of  the 
poor-rate,  if  it  were  applied  under  certain 
circumstances,  so  as  to  atford  a  security 
of  a  real  and  substantial  qualification.  U 
was  impossible,  that  with  the  poor-rate 
alune  they  could  obtain  that  object.  Let 
the  House  consider  what  the  noble  Lord 
proposed  to  do.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Exeter,  bad  in 
his  usual  clear  and  lucid  manner  shown. 
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that  from  the  earliest  periods  of  our  Par- 
liamentary history  there  had  been  a  dis* 
tinction  between  the  aualifications  of  vo- 
ters for  counties  and  for  boroughs  and 
towns,  that  one  was  based  upon  property, 
the  other  upon  habitancy  or  some  corpo- 
ration or  municipal  rights.  That  distinc* 
tion  was  preserved  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  Reform  Bill.  However  opinions  might 
differ  as  to  the  nature  of  the  interest  to 
entitle  a  person  to  possess  a  vote,  all 
agreed,  that  the  interest  required  in  a 
county  voter  was  different  from  that  of  a 
voter  for  a  town  or  borough.  Whether  it 
were  a  beneficial  interest  or  a  solvent 
tenant  test,  still,  in  a  county  it  was  a  pro- 
perty test,  whereas,  in  boroughs  and  towns 
the  right  to  vote  was  appended  to  the  pay- 
ment of  corporation  cesses  and  taxes.  But 
under  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
all  these  distinctions  were  swept  away,  it 
levelled  everything,  in  counties  and  in  bo- 
roughs there  was  no  distinction,  and,  if 
the  bill  were  examined,  it  would  be  found, 
that  it  really  placed  the  county  voter  on  a 
lower  footing  than  a  voter  for  a  borough 
or  town,  because  the  qualification  which 
the  noble  Lord  required  for  a  county  voter 
— he  omitted  freeholders — was,  that  he 
should  occupy  under  a  lease  for  fourteen 
years  any  premises  rated  at  61.  See  how 
illusory  such  a  test  was,  substituted  for 
property  for  a  county  voter.  What  was 
the  interest  he  would  possess  under  the 
proposed  test  of  the  noble  Lord  ?  No- 
thing; for  a  landlord  might  let  his  land 
on  lease  [for  fourteen  years,  at  a  nominal 
rent  of  5L,  10/.,  or  20/.,  under  a  private 
understanding  that  the  tenant  should  only 
pay  what  the  land  would  bear^  and  in  the 
lease  might  be  a  condition,  that  if  the 
tenant  did  not  pay  the  rent  it  stipulated, 
or  perform  the  covenants  of  the  lease,  the 
landlord  should  have  a  right  to  enter  upon 
the  land  and  take  possession.  A  lease 
with  such  conditions  would  have  all  the 
effect,  for  the  purpose  of  this  measure,  of 
an  unconditional  lease,  and  see  the  situa- 
tion of  the  tenant.  If  he  proved  refrac- 
tory, if  he  did  not  vote  according  to  the 
wishes  of  the  landlord,  the  latter  could 
strip  him  of  his  lease.  He  might  go  on 
amicably  enough  with  his  landlord,  and 
pay  the  rent  privately  agreed  upon  be- 
tween them,  but  let  him  oppose  the  wishes 
of  his  landlord,  and  he  would  be  swept 
off*.  This  qualification  it  was  proposed  to 
substitute  for  a  beneficial  interest  in  pro- 
perty in  the  county.  But  it  waa  said|  that 


the  party  roust  be  rated  for  61.  Let  th« 
House  consider  the  effect  of  this  profi; 
sion.  If  a  lessee  should  consent  to  be 
rated  at  51.,  though  his  holding  be  nol 
40s.  or  Is.,  no  person  could  object  to  that 
rating,  no  person  is  aggrieved  by  a  partj 
being  assessed  at  a  higher  amount  than  he 
is  entitled  to  be  assessed  at ;  the  grievance 
is  when  he  is  overrated,  and  others  are 
underrated.  Although  it  happened*  that 
in  the  Poor-law  for  Ireland  there  was  no 
provision  for  an  appeal  if  any  person  was 
improperly  put  on  or  left  off*  the  rate,  yet 
there  was  a  provision  in  the  17th  of  Geo. 
2nd  with  regard  to  the  poor-rate  in  Eng- 
land, and  no  one  dreamt  of  an  objectkM^ 
to  a  rate  by  reason  of  any  party  being  over^ 
rated.  If  it  was  easy  with  a  favourable 
board  of  guardians  for  a  party  who  had 
no  interest  in  the  land  he  occupied  to  have 
his  name  put  on  the  rate — once  there,  as 
long  as  he  chooses  his  name  must  contioiie 
there,  for  by  the  bill,  if  a  person  is  put  on 
the  rate  for  51.,  although  the  board  of 
guardians  next  year  should,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  be  satisfied,  that  the 
party  was  improperlv  placed  on  the  rate, 
and  should  reduce  the  amount  of  his  raU 
ing,  still  the  voter  would  have  m  right  to 
insist  on  paying  the  5/.,  and  it  would  be 
irrevocable  during  the  whole  time.  Coold 
anything  be  more  illusory  and  absord 
than  to  apply  this  as  a  test  of  real  quali- 
fication ?  How  could  any  one  say  with 
respect  to  such  rating,  that  it  afforded  any 
security  whatever  against  fraud  and  the 
admission  of  improper  persons  to  the 
franchise,  or  that  it  remedied  the  existing 
evils  of  registration?  The  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Morpeth)  made  no  distinction  be- 
tween counties  and  boroughs,  but  he  ac- 
tually placed  the  county  voter  on  a  lower 
footing  than  voters  in  boroughs.  The 
voter  in  a  borough  was  required  to  do 
more  than  the  county  voter,  as  he  had  to 
pay  municipal  taxes,  which  a  county  voter 
might  not  be  able  to  pav — he  might  ha^ 
no  property  at  all.  What  occasion  wm 
there  for  any  alteration  in  respect  to  Ikh 
roughs  and  towns?  With  regard  to  votes 
for  counties,  doubts  and  difficulties  bad 
been  started  as  to  the  beneficial  interest, 
but  no  one  suggested,  that  there  was  any 
douht  as  to  votes  for  boroughs,  yet  hei^ 
was  a  sweeping  alteration,  which  applied 
to  both : — "  Whereas  it  is  expedient  to 
assimilate  the  mode  of  ascertaining  this 
qualifications  of  voters  in  counties,  towiis, 
and  boroughs,''    Why?    «  Expedient  P 
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Mibraced  none  of  tbaieobjectioiiaUecharaes 
which  required  to  be  •truck  out  of  the  noble 
Lord's  measure.  Tbe  contrast  of  the  two 
hills  was  striking.  The  Government  mea- 
sure was  prudent  where  the  noble  Lord's 
was  rash ;  it  was  bold  where  his  was  timid  j 
it  was  explicit  where  his  was  obscure  i  it 
was  straightforward  and  direct  where  his 
was  indirwt  and  tortuous ;  and  it  was  liberal 
where  his  was  restrictive.  It  was,  then, 
for  the  House  to  decide  which  bill  it  would 
choose*  He  believed,  that  the  noUe  Lord 
had  done  much  good,  for  in  exposing  the  evils 
of  the  registration  which  were  peculiar  to 
the  present  system,  he  had  led  to  the  pro- 
posing the  measure  now  before  the  House. 
He  believed,  that  there  was  no  doubt,  that 
the  evils  which  the  noble  Lord  had  so  ford- 
bly  pointed  out  were  peculiar  to  the  Irish 
system  of  registration,  and  were  the  result 
of  the  Irish  Reform  Bill ;  and  that  if  the 
people  were  guilty  of  fraud  and  perjury,  and 
personation,  it  was  only  the  natural  result 
of  the  Irish  system  of  registration.  He  de- 
clared, that  he  had  never  seen  such  an  induce- 
ment to  personation,  and  fraud,  and  perjury, 
as  there  was  held  out  in  the  Irish  Rdform 
Act.  These  were  the  evils  so  eloquently 
and  forcibly  pointed  out  by  the  noUe  Lord, 
and  it  was  clear,  that  they  grew  out  of  the 
present  system.  What  could  be  more 
striking  in  this  respect  than  the  system  of 
certificates,  which  was  much  more  worthy 
of  a  pawnbroker  or  a  turnpike-gate  keeper 
than  a  wise  Legislator.  What  was  the 
plan  of  requiring  a  certificate  given  to  one 
man,  but  which  might  be  produced  by 
various  persons,  and  which  a  man  might  get 
renewed  whenever  he  wished  to  commit  a 
fraud  ?  The  system  of  certificates  produced 
this  very  result,  that,  fifteen  persons  might 
produce  a  certificate  at  the  hustings,  and 
poll  for  the  same  property.  [Ix>rd  Stanley  : 
Hear.]  He  was  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord 
for  the  admission,  because  it  showed  great 
candour  on  his  part,  as  this  was  an  evil  of 
his  own  causing  by  the  Irish  Reform  Bill 
[Lord  Stanleif :  The  system  of  certificates 
was  established  by  the  10th  of  George  the 
4th.3  ^^  noble  Lord  need  not  teU  him 
of  the  10th  of  George  4th,  for  when  the 
noble  Lord  brought  forward  his  Reform 
Bill,  he  did  so  with  the  view  of  giving 
a  good  system  of  reflistration  to  Ire- 
land. This  was  after  the  act  of  George 
4th  had  given  the  system  of  certificate!^ 
and  when  they  had  had  experience  of  its 
working.  What  on  earth*  then*  did  the 
noble  Lord  mean  by  saying  that  the  systen 
was  not  hisb    The  noUe  Lord  said^  that 
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the  syst^n  existed  befinre  the  Irish  Refqni 
Act;  but  when  he  brought  in  that  mmr 
sure,  by  not  altering  the  system  of  oMrtil* 
oates,  he  adopted  Umse  evUs  of  the  nrstam 
of  registration  which  he  perpetuated  by  ^ 
bill,  and  he  made  himself  respansiU^  f^ 
them.  It  might  be  said,  that  the  nqhlf 
Lord  was  only  chargeable  with  not  g^i^g 
far  enough  in  his  (manges ;  and  that  w'iS 
not  a  fault  to  which  he  was  peculiulj 
UameaUe;  but  by  so  doing,  he  in  n^ 
adopted  the  system  he  found,  and  wn 
therefore  responsiUe  for  the  whol^ 
There  was  another  evil  pointed  out  h^ 
the  noUe  Lord,  arising  nom  the  want 
of  an  annual  system  of  registratioOj  lo 
far  as  to  enable  him  to  remove  eveiy 
year  from  the  register  the  names  of  tbosa 
who  had  lost  their  quahfication.  The 
noble  Lord  said,  that  it  gave  rise  |o 
the  commisBion  of  frauds,  and  invited 
persons  to  the  crime  of  pegury,  and 
neld  out  inducement  to  dishonest  psmnii 
to  come  forward  and  personate  those  wlio 
were  on  the  list  of  voteis^  but  who  weva 
really  dead.  In  spite  of  the  oljeotioos  ui)gad 
by  the  noble  Lord,  he  did  not  see  that  an 
adequate  remedy  had  been  movided  for  this 
in  the  Government  bill.  The  noUe  Laid» 
however,  in  his  bill,  attempted  to  pvovidsi  a 
remedy,  and  for  thb  purpose  he  propoaid 
that  there  should  be  an  annual  i6|psti«tKNi 
of  all  voten^  such  as  they  found  in  England 
—a  system  which  he  thoueht  to  be  a  veiy 
bad  one.  He  had  never  heard  any  sound 
argument  why  any  man  having  theeleetim 
franchise  should  be  put  to  a  greater  ditt* 
culty  in  maintaining  it  than  he  was  in  sup* 
porting  his  other  rights.  He  did  not  see 
why  a  distinction  should  be-drawn  between 
this  and  other  rights.  It  was  a  princinlit 
established  in  our  courts  of  jodicatuiej  thai 
a  man  should  not  be  exposed  to  litigpitjen 
for  his  rights  over  and  over  again.  And 
here  he  must  advert  to  an  observation  whi^ 
fell  from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  ibf 
Bandon,  who  he  thought  had  been  betrayed 
into  somethinff  like  an  absurdity,  in  the  ob» 
servation  which  he  made  in  reply  to  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  £di«* 
burgh,  on  this  venr  point.  His  right  hop. 
Friend  had  argued*  that  a  man  was  not  ie« 
quired  to  litinte  a  right  more  than  once* 
Yes,  replied  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle* 
man,  he  is  liable  to  have  an  action  brought 
against  him,  tried  over  and  over  again  on  a 
question  of  trespass  for  the  purpose  of  ejcet* 
BMnt.  The  hon.  and  learned  GentlonMi 
9efeiTed  to  tins  as  if  it  were  an  nvcfpript 
to  |he  nile;  but,  ia  point  of  bc^p  tb*  mp 
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son  why  this  was  an  exception  was,  that 
the  direct  cause  of  action  did  not  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  pleadings  in  an  action  of 
ejectment.  The  exception  in  this  case  had 
always  been  acknowledged  to  be  an  ano- 
maly and  a  deviation  from  the  general 
rule  of  English  law,  and  the  courts  of 
equity  in  this  country  had  often  granted  in- 
junctions to  prevent  repeated  trials  for  eject- 
ment. He,  therefore,  said,  that  it  was  an 
unfair  argument  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman^  to  deny  that  the 
law  of  England  did  not  require  a  double 
trial  of  a  right.  Bj  the  adoption  of  thb 
system  of  annual  registration^  they  ex- 
posed the  voter  to  an  immense  expense,  and 
to  the  loss  of  a  great  portion  of  his  time  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  many  persons  fully 
entitled  to  be  placed  on  the  register  would 
be  deprived  of  the  franchise,  because  they 
would  not  be  exposed  to  the  constant  trou- 
ble of  vindicating  their  right.  He  said, 
therefore,  with  perfect  confidence,  that  they 
should  adhere  to  the  sound  principle  of  the 
English  law,  and  not  expose  a  man  to  the 
risk  of  having  a  right  tried  over  and  over 
again.  He  thought  that  the  practice  of 
annual  registration  afflicted  thb  country 
with  some  of  the  worst  evils  of  annual 
Parliaments.  Every  year  there  was  a  per- 
petual agitation  and  excitement  going  on 
m  the  conflicts  of  the  registration  courts ; 
and  each  party  fought  its  battle  there,  and 
boasted  of  its  gains  as  it  gained  in  a 
contested  election  One  of  the  great  evils 
of  this  constant  contest  in  the  registra- 
tion courts  was  that  it  made  every  man 
get  his  vote  through  the  agency  of  one 
political  party  or  the  other.  He  was  re- 
gistered as  a  libera],  or  a  Conservative, 
and  it  appeared  as  if  he  owed  his  vote  to 
the  party  who  employed  the  lawyer  to 
advocate  his  claim.  He  admitted,  that 
if  the  registnition  were  pcrjwtual,  some 
persons  miglit  get  their  names  placed  on 
the  register  who  were  not  entitled  to  have 
them  there;  but  he  thought,  that  it  wouUi 
be  better  to  a'lopt,  as  a  principle,  that  every 
man  hud  a  prima  facie  right  to  have  his 
name  continued  on  the  register,  who  had 
proved  his  rig}it  to  have  it  plared  there,  in 
the  first  instunce,  except  where  it  could 
be  proved,  that  he  had  subsequently  lost 
such  qualification,  and  although  sonic  11/. 
voters  might  be  struck  off  the  lists,  and 
some  9/.  voters  might  be  placed  on  them^ 
was  this  anything  in  comparison  with 
the  evils  which  must  arise  from  constant 
litigation  on  a  matter  so  exciting  as  this  ? 
The  next  important  question  was  to  deter- 


mine the  right  to  the  fnmchise.  Then 
could  be  no  doubt  that,  as  lon^  as  thn  right 
was  unsettled,  considerable  inconve&ieoee 
must  arise.  No  one  had  stated  a  doubt  as  to  ila 
being  unsettled  at  the  present  moment,  ani 
he  must  say,  that  both  bills  equally  purported 
to  provide  a  remedy  for  this  misdiief— -the 
Government  bill  by  a  definition  of  tlie  hwa^ 
chise ;  the  noble  Lord's  bill,  however,  went 
to  the  settlement  of  the  franchise  in  a  rooaA- 
about  manner ;  and,  with  all  respect  to  tke 
noble  Lord,  he  must  say,  was  as  little  cre^ 
ditable  and  straight  forward  a  piece  ef 
legislation  as  oouuL  be  imagined.  If  tho 
noble  Lord's  bill  passed,  it  would  aetlb 
the  franchise  in  a  restrictive  sense,  just  ■■ 
certain  as  his  noble  Friend's  would  in  a  libe- 
ral sense.  The  noble  Lord  would  g^ve  wm, 
appeal  to  the  judge  of  assixe  in  either  eeie, 
whether  the  decision  was  in  favour  or 
against  the  claimant  of  the  franchise.  Now 
it  was  known,  that  the  opinions  of  the 
judges  varied  on  the  subject  of  theiniidiiie^ 
and  on  the  interpretation  of  the  law  •■ 
the  subject.  Some  of  the  judges  gave 
their  decision  in  favour  of  the  solvent 
tenant  construction,  while  others  decided  ha 
the  directly  opposite  way.  Was  not  the 
noble  Lord  perfectly  sure  that  if  the  party 
opposite  were  to  get  into  power,  they  wooU 
insist  that  the  opinion  of  the  minority  of 
the  judges  on  this  point  should  bow  to  that 
of  their  brethren  on  the  judgment  teat? 
When  you  give  this  power  to  the  nurjori^ 
of  the  Irish  judges,  was  it  not  in  pomt  ^ 
fact  saying  indirectly  that  the  solvent  ten* 
ant  mode  of  voting  should  be  adopted.  If 
the  noble  Lord  thought  so,  he  ought  at 
once  fairly  to  propose  that  this  should  be 
declared  to  be  the  law,  but  he  dwuU 
not  shift  the  difficulty,  or  cast  lesponsifaility 
on  the  Irish  judges,  and  thus  throw  the 
burden  on  them  which  we  were  afraid  to 
bear  ourselves.  The  noble  Lord  said  that 
if  they  were  to  have  the  ap])cal  one  way^ 
they  should  allow  it  the  other,  and  he 
seemed  to  think  that  the  circumstance  of 
the  minority  of  the  judges  yielding  their 
opinion  to  that  of  the  majority  was  only  in 
conformity  with  the  course  of  human  na* 
ture.  If  this  was  the  case,  he  must  msf 
that  they  were  canning  a  most  importaat 
point  in  a  most  objectionable  manner.  For 
his  own  part  he  felt  that  of  all  queskioae 
that  could  come  before  the  judges,  then 
was  no  question  of  such  \'ast  inportanee, 
or  involving  such  consequences,  as  were 
(contained  in  this,  vir.,  of  leaving  it  to  tfasaa 
learned  persons  to  define  the  franchiae.  It 
appeared  aleo  that  they  were  not  to 
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this  imporUnl  qaesdoii  as  indiTiduals^  but 
they  were  to  decide  as  a  body.  He  must 
protest  against  the  adoption  of  this  prinei- 
]de  as  inyolving  one  of  ihe  most  unheard-of 
and  dangerous  doctrines  ever  promulgated 
in  that  House;  for  the  adcnowledgment 
that  the  princiide  of  the  definition  of  the 
franchise  should  be  given  to  the  judges 
was,  in  point  of  fact,  to  say  that  they  were 
the  proper  persons  to  determine  as  to  the 
right  to  elect  Members  of  that  House.  He 
confessed,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  astonish- 
ment to  him  that  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Montgomeryshire  (Mr.  C.  Wynn),  did 
not  start  from  hb  seat,  and  protest  against 
such  a  principle  being  asKrted  in  his  pre- 
sence, and  even  more  surprised  he  felt,  that 
he  had  not  heard  a  still  more  important 
Member  than  the  rip^t  hon.  Grentleman, 
namely,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Tamworth,  who  had  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  discussions  of 
matters  involving  the  principle  of  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  voting,  and  who  had 
dedared  his  opinion  on  this  very  point,  in  a 
bill  which  he  (Mr.  C.  Buller)  had  intro- 
duced, and  had  subsequently  brought  for- 
ward a  measure  of  his  own,  which  had 
received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature, 
and  who  had  constantly  repudiated  the 
doctrine  that  they  should  take  away  from 
that  House  any  portion  of  the  right  of  de- 
termining matters  relating  to  the  right  to 
the  elective  franchise.  He  then  asked  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  explain  how  he  could 
come  forward  and  give  his  powerful  sup- 
port to  a  bill  which  went  to  establish  the 
new  and  extraordinary  principle,  that  that 
House  should  cease  to  have  all  control  as  to 
the  determining  the  right  of  the  franchise 
in  Ireland,  and  should  give  this  power  to 
the  Irish  judges.  If  he  argued  against 
giving  this  power  to  the  judges,  he  should 
only  repeat,  in  very  feeble  terms,  the  ar- 
guments he  had  so  often  heard  usel  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  He  would  not  dwell 
on  the  evils  which  must  result  from  leaving 
it  to  tribunals  appointed  by  the  Crown  to 
determine  as  to  who  should,  or  who  should 
not,  have  the  right  to  vote  at  the  election 
of  Members  to  serve  in  that  House.  How 
much  greater  would  the  evil  be  to  leave 
that  matter  to  the  decision  of  the  judges  ? 
He  spoke  with  the  utmost  respect  of  the 
learned  persons  who  presided  in  our  courts 
of  justice,  but  he  could  not  disguise  from 
himself  the  manifold  evils  that  must  arise 
from  the  adoption  of  such  a  principle.  He 
was  convinced  that  it  was  a  wise  prineiple 
of  our  ancestors  to  keep  tibe  judges  cntimy 


free  from  any  interfetenoe  or  from  taU^f 
any  part  in  deetton  matters,  and  thu  was  a 
principle  which  should  now  be  adopted  Ibr 
the  guidance  of  thdr  present  proeeedfaigi; 
because  they  must  be  aware  or  ^  import* 
ance  of  keeping  the  judicial  bendi  ontawtai 
by  the  suspicion  of  political  corruption.  -He 
would  ask  any  leffsl  person  who  heud  kfan 
whether  he  recoUected  any  political  trids 
that  had  occurred  whichdid  not  lead  todw 
throwing  imputations  on  the  judgcft  wk^ 
tried  thmn?  He  did  not  say,  that  at  pfesflOl 
the  misdiief  of  politioal  buw  on  the  part  of 
the  judj^  was  as  great  as  it  had  been  in 
former  times;  but  evils  always  must  arise 
from  directing  public  inquiries  into  tltepoKr 
ticalopinionsof  the  judgn.  Hewouldaskanj 
lawyer  in  Westminster-hall,  whether,  wbop 
any  trial  of  a  political  nature  was  espttM 
to  come  on,  allusions  were  not  nuide  to  tiw 
political  qnuions  of  the  judge  who  was  cs^ 
pected  to  preside  ?  He  repeated,  that  hm 
spoke  with  the  greatest  respect  of  Im 
judm  of  the  present  day ;  but  it  could  aol 
be  disputed  that,  in  past  times,  some  of  di9 
most  eminent  and  learned  judsKS  that  hnl 
ever  sat  in  the  courts  had  manifinted  n  po» 
litical  bias  on  the  judgment-seat.  Thiswai 
a  fact  which,  he  beueved,  wouM  not  h$^ 
disputed  with  respect  to  some  of  our  i 
able  and  distinguished  lawyers.  Thcro 
no  doubt  that  Lord  Mansfield,  who  wi 
man  of  great  learning  and  the  most  nden* 
did  talents,  often  manifested  his  pditied 
bias  while  presiding  in  his  court.  T1ii8,ht 
believed,  was  admitted  by  all  parties.  TI19 
same  imputation  had  been  thrown  oul 
against  another  very  learned  cfaief-jnstioi^ 
namely.  Lord  Kenyon,  and  even  more  iop 
cently  against  judges  in  our  courts.  He  diA 
not  say  whether  ^ese  charges  were  madt 
justly  or  not,  but  undoubtedly  the  poUia 
fastened  on  them ;  he  therefore  oonteodel 
that  the  Legislature  would  act  wisely  in 
keepbff  apart  from  them  anything  wUeh 
was  cwuiated  to  give  rise  to  mA  unpntn- 
tions.  Was  any  «m.  Member  on  the  oll«r 
skie  of  the  House  ready  to  assert  that  dm 
only  exception  to  this  rule  was  IrdaDA--p 
that  Ireland  was  the  only  country  in  wUsh 
political  feelings  were  so  moderate,  in  wfcieli 
the  administration  of  justioe  was  so  W 
noured,  that  there  alone  you  could  ventava 
to  subject  the  judges  to  the  muigkioa  of 
partiality,  from  causes  from  whidhyou  faaivp 
always  taken  care  to  Imp  ahiof  in  J^glandi- 
Was  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  notorious  iitfi 
nothing  in  Ireland  had  efer  been  kept  fttt 
from  litical  partiwMhip^    Was  it  asi 
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naYer  been  regarded  by  tbe  people  of  that 
ooantTYy  as  anything  but  a  means  to  enable 
the  rich  man  to  oppress  the  poor  ?  [  OA,  oA  /] 
Did hon.  Gentleman  whocried  <<Oh!"  recol- 
lect Lord  Redeklale?  Did  they  remember  his 
account  of  this  matter  ?  That  was  an  ac- 
count which  an  English  lawyer  gave  of  the 
administration  of  justice  in  Ireland.  He 
might  have  put  his  proposition  in  a  stronger 
way  i{ian  he  had  intended^  but  it  was  quite 
certain  that  matters  had  stood  as  he  had 
described,  to  a  very  great  degree ;  and  most 
assuredly  the  public  feeling  throughout 
Ireland  regarded  the  administration  of  the 
law  there  in  that  light.  Before  any  person 
ventured  to  say  that  there  could  be  no  sus- 
picion of  partiality  in  the  judges  in  Ireland^ 
let  the  House  look  to  the  way  in  which  the 
judges  there  had  decided  upon  the  con- 
struction of  the  beneficial  interest  in  the 
definition  of  the  very  franchise  now  in 
question,  and  it  would  find  that  the  judges 
who  had  been  appointed  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment had  all  decided  one  way,  while  the 
other  judges,  who  were  appointed  by  for- 
mer Governments,  decided  the  other  way. 
No  doubt  they  were  all  equally  honourable 
men,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  disen- 
gage fVom  the  public  mind  the  idea  that  in 
these  and  similar  cases  there  were  some  po- 
litical partiality,  whether  Conservative, 
Liberal,  Repealer,  or  what  not.  Upon  the 
question  of  the  decision  how  strong  had 
been  the  language  both  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Exeter,  and  of  the  no- 
Ue  Lord  the  Member  for  North  Lanca- 
shire. From  the  noble  Lord,  indeed,  strong 
language  was  to  be  expected ;  with  him  it 
was  a  matter  of  habit ;  but  it  came  some- 
what strange  from  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentlemani  than  whom  he  (Mr.  BuUer) 
had  never  talked  with  a  more  calm-spoken 
person.  But  what  suid  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  last  night,  in  speaking 
of  the  question  in  dispute,  as  to  the  change 
in  the  elective  franchise  in  Ireland,  and  the 
introduction  of  the  words  beneficial  inter- 
est ?  After  laying  down  the  rule  that  the 
minority  of  the  jud^s  should  bow  to  the 
decision  of  the  majority,  he  laid  it  down  as 
a  dear  and  indisputable  proposition  that  no 
English  Gentleman — ho  was  quite  clear 
that  no  English  lawyer— would  rise  in  his 
place  and  say  that  the  introduction  of  such 
words  created  the  slightest  doubt  in  his 
mind.  Now  he  could  not  understand  that 
any  person  could  read  this  passage  of  the 
Hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's  speech,  with- 
out drawinff  the  obvious  conclusion  that  the 
minority  oftho  Irish  judges  must  ht,  in  the 


opinion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Genkkman, 
either  most  foolish  or  most  dishonounhle 
men,  in  reference  to  their  decision  upon 
this  question.  This  was  the  inference  which 
ordinary  human  reason  must  derive  fraes 
the  speech  $  and  it  appeared  to  him  a  maH 
undesirable  thing  that  any  temptatioa 
should  be  given  in  that  House  to  say  mch 
things  about  the  Irish  judges  in  the  minora 
ity  on  this  question  for  he  could  not  see  how 
the  honesty  of  the  minority  was  in  any  de- 
gree a  matter  of  less  importance  than  thai 
of  the  majority.  The  noUe  Lord  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  disposed  of  the 
whole  difficulty  in  the  most  summary  mea- 
ner possible.  The  noble  Lord  said,  **  No* 
body  can  have  a  doubt  about  the  Biatler/' 
and  there  was  an  end  to  it.  The  hon.  ead 
learned  Gkntleman  went  somewhat  moni 
into  detail ;  but  he,  too,  said  roundly,  that 
no  English  Gentleman,  and  certainly  ao 
English  lawyer,  could  venture  to  get  up  in 
his  place  in  the  House,  and  state  aoontiwy 
opinion  to  what  he  supported ;  and  then 
went  on  to  the  other  point,  of  the  duty  of 
the  minority  to  bow  to  the  majority.  But 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  hftd  elto- 
pethcr  left  out  of  the  consideration,  in  thus 
insisting  on  the  deference  due  from  the  bi- 
nority,  the  authority  of  the  House  of  Coai- 
roons.  the  supreme  appellate  tribunal  far 
deciding  on  these  cases.  In  what  wajr 
was  it  that  the  minority  of  the  Bench  in 
ordinary  cases,  bowed  to  the  drcinon  of 
the  majority  ?  In  no  single  case  did  etwr 
one  jud^  bow  to  the  decision  of  the  nut  of 
the  bench  merely  from  deference  to  their 
opinion.  In  every  case  it  was  for  two  ran* 
sons;  first,  because  the  opinion  of  the  judgaa 
was  the  opinion  of  a  constituted  appellata 
tribunal ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  became 
this  tribunal  ^vas  one  which  could  enfotee 
its  authority.  In  all  cases  in  which  theve 
was  an  appeal  to  the  court,  to  the  judgee 
sitting  in  banco,  there  the  judges  had  the 
power  to  enforce  their  authority  ;  where 
there  was  an  appeal  to  the  Exchequer 
Chamber,  there  the  judges  had  the  power 
to  enforce  their  authoritv.   And  in  thecaae 

0 

of  reservations  of  points  in  criminal  cam^ 
though  theoretically  they  had  not  asupmae 
appellate  authority,  they  had  it  practioal^s 
But  as  for  saying  that  a  judge  was  bonnl 
by  the  mere  opinion  of  other  judges^  where 
neither  law  nor  custom  gave  them  power  la 
enforce  their  opinion,  that  was  a  moatleoue 
proposition,  such  as  had  never  been  heard  cf 
in  England.  It  was  said  that  the  judM 
met  and  came  to  this  decision ;  hul  waa 
authorised  them  to  do  n?    A  volniHenc 
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decision  on  tbe  part  of  the  Judges  was  as 
absurd  as  a  volunteer  decision  on  the  part 
of  any  one  else.  Suppose  that  a  case  arose 
before  the  judge  going  the  circuit  wherein 
Longford  was  situat^;  suppose  that  on 
the  one  hand  there  was  an  advocate  re- 
lying on  the  authority  of  the  view 
adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  judges; 
and  on  the  other,  an  advocate  relying  upon 
the  decision  of  tbe  House  of  Commons' 
committee  in  the  case  of  tbe  Loneford  pe- 
tition, by  which  of  these  would  the  judge 
be  bound  to  decide  in  the  case  before 
him }  Surely,  by  the  authority  of 
that  supreme  appellate  tribunal,  that 
authority  which  was  now,  and  would  be, 
until  the  law  was  altered,  supreme  in  such 
cases,  the  authority  of  the  select  committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  fOA,  0A/3 
Gentlemen  might  sneer  at  his  insisting 
upon  the  authority  of  the  decisions  of  the 
House  of  Commons'  committees,  and  it  was 
quite  true  that  these  decisions  were  fte- 
quently  conflicting,  vacillating,  and  liable 
to  suspicion ;  but  let  those  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen proceed  to  correct  the  defects  of 
this  tribunal,  instead  of  sneering  away 
the  authority  of  one  of  the  most  important 
constitutional  tribunals  of  tbe  country. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  £xeter 
laid  great  stress  upon  his  statement^  that 
no  English  lawyer  would  venture  to  get  up 
in  his  place  in  that  House,  and  say  that 
the  interpretation  which  he  put  upon  the 
franchise  was  not  clearly  and  indisputablv 
the  right  one.  Now,  he  did  not  attach 
much  importance  to  the  opinions  which 
English  lawyers,  or  any  other  lawyers,  ex- 
preined  in  their  place  in  that  House ;  and 
until  he  found  a  lawyer  there,  by  any 
chance,  get  up  in  his  place  to  express  an 
opinion  contrary  to  the  interests  of  his 
party,  be  that  party  what  it  might,  he 
should  have  no  great  respect  even  for  the 
highest  legal  authority  who  might  deliver 
his  opinion  in  that  House.  But  he  looked 
upon  that  as  respectable  authority  which  a 
competent  person  stated  in  a  book,  and 
committed  himself  too  in  print  Now, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Rogers's  work  on  elec- 
tion law,  which  was  by  all  persons  r^arded 
as  the  best  authority  on  the  subject^  nor 
would  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ro» 
fuse  to  Mr.  Rogers  the  character  of  a  gen* 
tleman,  for  a  more  upright  and  honourable 
man  did  not  exist :  Now*  all  that  Mr. 
Rogers  said  on  the  subject  was  contained 
in  a  diort  passage  in  a  note,  whan  he 
quoted  a  deeision  of  the  Longford  oaaunil» 


tee,  to  this  efiect :  that  every  teasehoUer  car 
freeholder  (for  it  was  very  noticeable  tibttl 
he  made  no  distinction  between  these)  w«i 
entitled  to  the  franchise  who  derived  in  aof 
way,  fhmi  his  holding  a  benefit  or  ptoperty 
of  lOL  annually  over  and  above  rents  hA 
charg^  He  (Mr.  Buller)  had  talked  tlm 
mommg  with  an  English  lawyer  well  versed 
onthesnljeet;  and Uiissentleman said, ilha( 
he  did  not  oonoeive  any  uiwyer  eouU  get  «p 
from  the  perusal  of  the  Irish  ReAnnn  Aet* 
without  being  utterly  at  a  loss  to  nndev* 
stand  the  meaning  a^  the  legidalioB 
therein.  This  doubt  was  all  the  fhuU  of 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  who  had  in  the 
Irish  R^brm  Act  deliberately  left  those 
words  in  the  oaih,  whioh  made  the  qoalifiefti* 
tion  perfectly  deiir,  and  put  in  othons  whUk 
rendered  the  whole  matter  obscure;  tfid 
he  hady  therefiire^  no  right  to  Uame  cfttliev 
the  barristers  or  the  Judf^  The  Q^i 
vemment  was  charged  wtih  a  wish  to 
violate  the  contract  made  at  the  time  of  fkm 
Reform  Bill,  and  with  entering  on  a  io» 
volutionary  courBC.  He  had  nevor  been'  0 
supporter  of  the  rather  extravagant  notieoBi 
which  had  been  put  forward  by  some  pef^' 
sons  as  to  the  finality  of  the  Refom  Aet^ 
He  regarded  the  Reform  Aet  as  just  «a 
liable  to  blunders,  as  any  <Mher  work  ol 
human  legislation.  The  Irh^  Refbrm  Ae/H 
was  perhaps  rather  more  full  of  Uundera 
than  most  other  pieces  of  legislation,  and  he 
considered  that  such  blunders  should  he 
corrected.  So  far,  however,  he  adhered 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  finality  of  the 
Reform  Act,  that  he  considered  that  it 
should  not  be  touched  upon  light  groonds^ 
nor  should  they  be  constantly  tamperin|^ 
with  the  distribution  of  the  frandiise^ 
but  whatever  changes  they  might  make, 
should  be  made  at  great  intervals,  Inc 
compliance  with  the  deliberato  reqoisi* 
tion  of  a  huge  portion  of  the  peopfei^ 
and  extending  over  the  whole  eoontry,  oB 
the  same  common  principle.  He  shoiikt 
on  this  latter  ground  olject  to  the  measme^ 
were  it  merely  a  oseasare  Ibr  extending  tin 
Irish  ffamdnse.  But  he  would  ask  the  ad-^ 
vocates  of  finality  how  ther  would  deal' 
with  the  difficolties  of  the  Irish  HmMm 
where  the  aet  would  not  aetoallj  woili^ 
In  this  ease  somethinff  most  be  done»  keep*i; 
ing  as  near  as  possime  to  the  amoont  aw' 
oharaeter  of  tho  oonstitoeDcy  eoDtemulslai 
by  tiie  Refbrm  Aet.  According  to  the  ia* 
quuries  whidi  had  been  mad^  it  appeani 
that  the  6/.  rating  would  give  aboat  ttiff 
same  oonstitoeMy  at  at  pBSCnt--that  eoitf 
stitiMBsjr  wkieh  tto  aoUo  Lovd  0ff«iV 
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contemplated  when  be  introduced  the  Re- 
fonn  Act  for  Ireland.  The  noble  Lord 
stated  that  the  number  of  freeholders  in 
Ireland  at  the  time  of  the  Reform  Bill  was 
52^000,  and  increased  by  the  alterations 
made  in  respect  to  freeholders  in  cities  and 
counties  of  cities  to  67,000.  The  present 
register  would  ^ve  87,000  freeholders, 
which,  taking  the  various  changes  which 
had  since  occurred  into  consideration,  pre- 
sented no  such  great  difference  from  the 
noble  Lord's  estimate,  and  certainly  afforded 
no  ground  for  the  clamour  about  the  fran- 
chise of  Ireland  being  altogether  altered  in 
its  character,  and  swamped  by  an  inroad  of 
rabble.  He  had  endeavoured  thus  far  to 
arffue  the  comparative  merits  of  these  two 
bills  with  as  little  reference  to  external 
considerations  as  if  in  fact  this  matter  in- 
terested no  one  but  the  legislator,  and  as  if 
their  business  were  nothmg  but  that  of 
devising  the  simplest  and  most  effective 
machinery  for  carrying  out  the  purposes  of 
a  mere  registration  of  voters.  But  if  he 
were  to  leave  the  House  under  the  impres- 
sion that  he  viewed  the  question  now 
before  them  with  such  calmness,  he  should 
be  wanting  in  justice  to  himself,  as  well  as 
to  the  great  national  interests  now  at  stake. 
He  was  using  no  mere  common-place  of 
exi^eration,  but  speaking  with  perfect 
deliberation,  and  weighing  well  his  words, 
when  he  said  that  he  did  not  believe  that 
since  1688  that  House  was  ever  called  on 
to  do  any  act  necessarily  pre^ant  with 
consequences  more  grave  than  those  which 
he  anticipated  from  its  vote  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  was  not  thinking  now  of  the 
effect  of  a  hostile  vote  on  the  existence  of 
the  present  Ministry.  If  this  bill  turned 
them  out,  he  felt  very  confident  that  it 
would  bring  the  same,  or  in  all  probability, 
a  more  liberal  Ministry  into  power  before 
many  months  passed  over  our  heads.  We 
knew  enough  of  the  fortunes  of  great 
popular  measures  in  our  day,  to  feel  confi- 
dent that  when  once  pro])osed  by  a  great 
party  like  that  now  pledged  to  its  support, 
such  a  bill  as  this  would  become  the  banner 
of  a  popular  movement,  that  must  triumph, 
and  take  no  ffreat  time  to  ensure  its  suc- 
cess. But  what  he  dreaded  was  the  policy 
to  which,  in  the  mean  time,  that  House 
would,  by  rejecting  this  bill,  commit  itself. 
Such  a  vote  could  only  be  the  first  act  of  a 
retrograde  system  of  Government,  marked 
by  all  the  worst  features,  attended  by  all 
the  most  horrible  risks  of  a  counter-revolu- 
tion. He  had  never  been  one  of  those  that 
expected  any  positive  good  from  a  Conser- 


vative Ministry.  But  never  before  this 
did  he  anticipate  the  madness  of  a  retro- 
grade policy,  enforced  as  it  must  be  by 
violence.  Whatever  notions  of  the  kind 
might  appear  to  be  yet  lingering  in  the 
heads  of  many  of  the  party  opposite,  he 
knew  they  were  repudiated,  and  he  hoped, 
therefore,  that  they  would  not  be  acted 
upon  by  those  who  would  have  to  deter- 
mine the  course  of  a  Conservative  Ministry . 
Thus  much  reliance,  at  the  least,  he  had 
been  used  to  place  in  the  eminent  prudence 
and  the  indisputable  patriotism  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tarn  worth, 
and  in  the  influence  which  in  spite  of  all 
the  reproaches  directed  against  them,  their 
old  feelings  and  opinions  had  always  au- 
peared  to  him  to  exercise  on  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  North  Lanca8hiie» 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Pembroke.  But  their  course  on  this  ques- 
tion showed  him  that  it  was  their  fate,  like 
that  of  most  party  leaders,  to  become  but 
the  instruments  of  the  worst  purposes  of 
the  very  worst  portion  of  their  followers. 
For  what  was  their  present  purpose  ^ 
Simply  and  plainly  that  of  subjecting  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  the  ancient  yoke  of 
Orange  ascendancy.  He  was  not  using 
mere  terms  of  abuse.  The  words  whicK 
he  employed  expressed  exactly  his  view  of 
the  real  state  of  things.  It  was  ridiculous 
to  treat  this  as  a  mere  question  of  remtra- 
tion.  If  nothing  were  involved  m  the 
vote  of  to-night  but  the  comparative  merits 
of  two  plans  of  registration,  he  doubted 
whether  there  would  be  a  House.  What 
filled  the  benches  now — what  would  crowd 
that  House  to  suffocation  on  a  divisioOj 
was  the  bearing  which  their  vote  must 
have  on  the  distribution  of  political  power 
in  Ireland.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  came 
to  support  a  bill  which,  by  restricting  the 
franchise,  will  have  the  eflect  of  restoring 
the  reign  of  the  old  ascendancy  party  in 
Ireland.  They  on  that  side  came  to  sup- 
port that  which,  by  keeping  the  elective 
franchise  in  the  hands  of  as  large  a  number 
as  at  present  possess  it,  would  secure  a  re- 
presentation of  the  feelings  of  the  great 
body  of  the  Irish  people.  There  were  but 
two  parties  in  Ireland.  Until  the  scncnu 
tion  that  had  suffered »  and  that  which  bad 
exercised,  the  old  tyranny  of  ascendancy 
had  passed  away,  dei>end  upon  it  that  there 
never  could  for  any  time  be  more  than  two 
]>artios  in  Ireland — the  one,  which  he 
called  the  Orange  or  ascendancy  party, 
seeking  to  restore  the  ancient  system  of 
exclusion,— the  other,  the  popular  or  Ca« 
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tholie  party^  striving  to  keep  and  to  enlarge 
the  rignts  which  it  had  lately  won.    Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  avowed  this  purpose 
themselves  under  the  disguise  of  a  thin  veil 
of  phrases.     Their  ohject,  as  they  told  the 
House,  was,  to  prevent  "  improner  per- 
sons" from  heing  returned  to  Parliament, 
and  to  give  "  property  and  intelligence" 
their  due  weight.     Everybody  knew  what 
was  meant  by  these  few  words.     They 
meant  to  stigmatise  as  ''  improper  personiP' 
all  those  who  were  returned  by  the  popular 
feeling  against  the  wishes  of  the  aristo- 
cracy ;  and   ''  property   and   intelligence" 
was  the  fine  phrase  by  which   were  de- 
scribed those    landed  proprietors,    whose 
scandalous  abuse  of  political  power  and  of 
the  rights  of  property  had  ever  been  the  great 
cause  of  the   misery   and  degradation  of 
the  Irish  people.     It  was  with  great  re. 
luctance  that  he  thus  described  a  laree  dass 
of  persons.     But  Gentlemen  opposite  had 
not  been  very  nice  in  the  language  which 
they  had   employed  in  speaking  of   the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  they  must  excuse 
him  for  imitating  their  plainness  of  speech. 
He  was  far  from  wishing  to  lessen  tlie  in- 
fluence of  property  and  education  in  gene- 
ral ;  and,  however  warm  an  advocate  for 
popular  power  he  might  be,  he  owned  that 
he  should  grieve,  were  the  gentry  of  Eng- 
land   to  be  deprived  of   that    influence, 
which,  with  aU  their  faults,  they  had  on 
the  whole  usefully  exercised.     But,  be- 
tween the  English  gentry  and  the  great  body 
of  the  Irish  gentry, — (he  admitted  many 
most  honourable  exceptions— he  admitted 
some  improvement  in  the  tone  and  cha- 
racter of  the  body ;  but  still),— between  the 
two  in  general,  he  saw  a  resemblance  only 
in  the  rights  which  they  possessed,  none  in 
the  mode  of  exercising  those  rights.  Frank- 
ly, then,  he  must  say,  that  he  was  opposed 
to  any  measure  that  would  have  the  efiect 
of   placing  more  political  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  great  body  of  the  Irish  gentry. 
Whatever  power  you  might  give  them, 
they  would  use  it,  as  they  always  had  used 
power,  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  and 
degrading  the  mass  of  their  countrymen. 
And  it  was  because  the  policy  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite  was  avowedly  directed  to  this 
purpose  that  lie  regarded  it  with  horror. 
It  went  to  re-establish  that  mischievous 
ascendancy  party  which  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation   nnd    Parliamentary    Reform   had 
enabled  us  to  keep  under  for  the  last  ten 
years.  This,  at  any  rate,  was  the  view  which 
the  great  body  of  the  Irish  people  took 
of  the  contest  now  going  on  between  the 


two  tides  oi  this  Housed  and  on  wliAtevtt: 
grounds  they  might  have  oome  to  this  ooii¥ 
dusion,  it  was  hardly  jpoMlble  to  dispa|e 
the  fact  that  they  would  iqeard  the  defeal 
of  the  bill  now  before  the  Hooi^  and  Htm 
success  of  the  other  bill,  as  tantamoant  Ui 
a  restoration  of  the  ascendancy  whidi  ihej^ 
detest.  And  now  let  him  come  to  tlM 
practical  question.  What  will  be  the  ooo* 
sequences  of  such  a  policy  if  the  Hoiue 
should  think  proper  to  enter  upon  U? 
They  might  reject  the  Government  Bill ; 
they  might  pass  the  other;  and  there  would 
be  no  very  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
enforcing  any  law  they  might  pleas  to 
make  on  this  subject.  But  what  then} 
Did  they  believe  &Bi  their  deciaon  wo^ 
carry  any  moral  weight  wiih  it?  Did 
they  believe  that  the  Irish  people  would 
sit  down  very  quietly  under  the  km  of 
that  political  power,  which  they  had  now 
wielded  for  some  years*  after  a  hwrd  and 

glorious  struggle  to  get  it?  Would  there 
e  peace  in  Irdand  until  the  one  act  were 
repealed  and  the  other  passed  ?  It  became 
them  to  weigh  well  the  consequencei  of 
their  decision  on  this  occasion.  Hon.  den* 
tlemen  opposite  seemed  to  think  that  due 
was  a  matter  which  a  casting  vote  liei% 
which  the  gain  of  two  or  three  aeats^  or  a 
balance  of  influenaa  in  their  favoQr»  m{^it 
settle.  But  he  would  tell  Uiem  diat  the 
practicability  of  carrying  out  Uie  policy  to 
which  a  vote  hostile  to  his  noble  FnaJt» 
bill  would  commit  them,  depended  not  on 
votes  but  on  arms,  and  before  they  enterad 
on  it  they  should  look  not  to  returns  and 
to  division  lists,  but  to  the  temper  and 
physical  force  of  the  Irish  people  andp 
above  aD,  to  those  points  of  our  forafpi 
relations,  which  they  might  find  to  have  a 
very  dose  connection  witn  the  Iri»h  firm- 
chise.  He  knew  that  in  touching  on  tlui 
very  delicate  ground  he  subjected  himaelf 
to  imputations  of  indiscretion  or  bad  inteo* 
tion — that  warning  was  always  liaUe  to 
be  construed  as  menace — that  some  secrat 
wish  mieht  be  supposed  to  IkS  father  to  hie 

Srofessed  appreheii8ion8,----andthat  he  mi^^ 
e  accused  of  actually  suggeating  the  map 
chinations  which  he  jirofeased  to  dread. 
But  he  was  too  mucn  in  earnest  to  ha 
scared  by  such  considerations*  It  might 
be  well  generally  to  be  veiy  cautions  in 
speakinff  of  such  tcpics,  hut  it  would  he  a 
silly  afiSctation  to  oal  in  rain  denials  and 
ooy  whisperings  about  that  alienation  ef 
Ireland  of  which  all  the  world,  fnend  4v 

I  foe,  at  home  or  abraad,  spdie  openly  aaji 
notorious  fact    Bestdet,    after   all,   oif 
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rabUe  whom  their  militk  tnnttpled  dolm 
in  former  times.  He  would  adrert  to  one 
thing  M  an  initanee  of  inch  a  remarkaUj 
altered  character  an  made  the  Irish  people 
one  of  the  most  formidable  that  ever  a 
Government  had  to  deal  with.  He  meant 
the  temperance  morement,  Now^  in  spite 
of  some  disposition  shown  ^bj  certain  or- 
gans to  make  temperance  a  party  question^ 
and  to  hold  forth  drunkenness  as  a  true 
Consenrative  doctrine^  he  did  not  belie?e 
that  there  was  any  Gentleman  in  the 
House  who  could  feel  for  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  his  fellow  creatures^  that  did 
not  rejoice  at  the  effects  likely  to  be  pro- 
duced by  that  moTement.  ^  But  what 
seemed  to  him  far  more  worthy  of  notice 
and  of  admiration  than  the  effects  of  the 
moTcment  was  the  cause  which  must  have 
preceded  it.  Greatly  altered,  indeed,  must 
have  been  the  moral  state  of  the  people^ 
before  they  oould  have  achieved  that  unani- 
mous abandonment  of  drunkenneaB.  In  the 
last  century  you  might  as  soon  have  pre* 
vailed  upon  the  Irish  peasant  to  give  up  the 
use  of  air  as  of  whisky.  A  peasantiy  who 
could  do  so  roust  be  in  a  state  of  great 
moral  susceptibility.  It  must  be  under  the 
influence  of  very  high  feelings,  and  of  a 
very  powerful  public  opinion  of  its  own. 
It  must  have  the  power  of  spuming  the 
pleasures  and  interests  of  the  mom^t  far 
the  sake  of  distant  good,  and  it  must  be 
capable  of  deep  enthusiasm,  and  great  self- 
denial,  for  a  cause  of  a  pure  and  abstract 
nature.  Such  susceptibility  implied  a 
power  of  being  directed  by  the  advice  of 
their  leaders,  and,  above  all,  by  their  priest, 
hood,  of  which  an  extraordinary  develop- 
ment might  be  expected  when  any  occasion 
required  it.  He  bad  never  known  a  more 
remarkable  instance  of  the  exercise  of  such 
influence  than  on  a  late  occasion,  when  an 
emigrant  ship  was  about  to  leave  the  port 
of  Limerick.  The  quay  was  covered  with 
families  from  the  adjoining  county — one  of 
the  poorest  neighbourhoods  in  Ireland. 
They  were  about  to  embark  for  Texas, 
with  every  prospect  of  abundant  food, 
high  wages,  and  constant  employment. 
But  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  chose  to  denounce  the  scheme. 
The  priests  and  the  agitators  took  it  up, 
and  such  was  their  influence,  that  those 
miserable  people  allowed  the  vessel  to  go 
away,  renounced  the  prospect  of  food  and 
pkmty,  and,  at  the  command  of  these 
priests  and  agitators*  returned  to  the  eold 
and  hunger  and  hopelessness  whidi  are 
the  lot  or  the  Irish  peasimt  at  honse.    If 


a  neopk  eodd  make  theie  saenlfiesa  for 
sndi  an  abstnu^famas  Tesianalavary,  vriiai 
would  they  not  renounce  at  the  biddfa^( 
of  their  priests  and  popular  leaden  for  a 
great  nati(mal  oauae  ?  These  things  shottU 
make  atatesmen  think  in  England*  A  vmi 
pie  who  oould  exhiUt  such  self-denial  m 
this,  at  the  oomoand  ai  thabr  h!ia<iei% 
must  be  a  people  to  whom  no  wise  Qor 
vemment  would  give  substantial  oanse  mv 
national  resentment*  Had  diey  the  hem 
that  these  things  could  be  oountervailai  if 
any  great  love  for  the  English  people? 
Look  to  the  popularity  of  repeal.  It  wai 
a  proof  of  the  hatred  of  the  fpreat  maJQrit|r 
of  the  Irish  people  towards  (this  country. 
Because  he  did  not  suppoae  diat  they  warn 
led  away  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Famid'a 
extraordinary  notions  of  general  policy^  or 
his  execrable  political  economy,  but  he  !»• 
lieved  that  the  one  word  *^  repeal"  wv 
the  one  word  that  expressed  to  Triahmea 
the  long  and  just  resentment  of  the  a^ 
tion  a^nst  their  En^di  oppreasoiB. 
He  said  it  with  sorrow,  beosuse  fce 
always  felt  sorrow  that  justice  sbooH 
be  against  his  own  country.  But  he 
must  confess,  he  very  much  fearedf  if  he 
were  an  Irishman  himself,  that  hia  passtoas 
would  get  so  far  the  mastery  over  oia  lea^ 
son  as  to  make  him  join  in  the  feeling*  •  It 
must  be  oonfessed^-thera  was  no  ^m 
in  denying  it-^  that  the  English  Go* 
vemment  had  oppressed  Irdand,  not  oeif 
more  than  it  had  been  oppressed  by  aagr 
other  government*  bat  he  woidd  veatm^i 
to  say,  more  than  any  country  had  bees^ 
by  any  Government  in  Europe*  unless  tbqr 
went  to  Turkey  and  its  conduct  to  Gresea. 
It  was  true,  and  this  was  a  sufficient  an- 
swer to  the  sweeping  denuneiatioBS  of  hk 
learned  Friend,  that  the  ftelingp  of  ibe 
English  people  had  been  improved  4f 
late  year^  as  was  proved  by  the  faetf  thet 
for  the  last  six  years  the  &)vemment  haijl 
been  k^  in  power  on  the  gniufed  of  adh«» 
sbn  to  the  fninciples  of  Uberal  Goven^ 
ment  in  Iiehmd.  Butt  on  the  other  haacL 
it  was  very  natural  that  national  ussant 
ment  of  long  standing,  caused  by  grieviNii 
provocation,  shonld  outlast  the  cause  whkf^ 
had  given  it  birth.  And  whatever  justiae 
had  becm  done  to  Ireland,  enough  of  es* 
elusion  and  injustice  ramdned  to  keep  up 
irritatioii  and  the  sense  of  former  opfras* 
sion.  When  he  locked  at  the  language  and 
omiduot  of  the  powerful  minority  opposila 
—a  mittcttity  which  boasted  itself  to  be^ 
flsajmitj  of  En^ish  Biembers-^wheo  tjs 
looked  at  tlM  languid  of  sobm  of  /if 
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leaders^  and  of  their  most  widely  circulated 
press,  he  could  not  wonder  at  the  Irish 
feeling  irritation  against  England— or  at 
their  attributing  to  that  party  a  settled 
design  of  rooting  out  the  religion  of 
the  people,  and  destroying  their  na- 
tional existence.  What  was  that  lan- 
guid? The  terms  by  which  they  de« 
scriSed  the  whole  people  was  sometimes  that 
of  *^  aliens/'  and  sometimes  that  of  <'  sa- 
vages." Their  representatives  were  stig- 
matised as  "  perjurers."  Their  religion  was 
described  as  a  grovelling  and  mischievous 
idolatry,  and  the  priesthood  whom  they 
loved  and  venerated  more  than  any  people 
in  the  world  loved  and  venerated  their 
priests,  were  declared  to  be  *'  surpliced  ruf- 
fians." When  they  saw  a  great  party  using 
such  language— a  party  which  had  never 
willingly  granted  anything  to  the  people  of 
Ireland,  but  had  always  supported  every 
measure  of  coercion  and  disfranchisement, 
when  they  saw  such  a  party  gaining  at 
elections,  and  forcing  its  way  into  office 
with  every  manifestation  of  animosity  to 
the  Irish  people,  he,  as  an  Englishman, 
must  regret,  but  he  could  not  complain, 
that  the  Irish  showed  no  relaxation  of  their 
ancient  hostility.  What  was  to  be  the  it* 
suit  of  that  hostility  if  an  ascendency  policy 
was  to  be  forced  upon  them  ?  He  did 
not  anticipate  an  Irish  insurrection— cer- 
tainly not  so  long  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  lived  ;  because  he  had 
found  out  the  great  secret  of  resistance  to  a 
Government.  He  had  taught  the  people 
that  the  insurrection  which  was  to  be  effec- 
tive in  coercing  a  government  was  that 
which  never  broke  out,  but  was  always 
to  be  apprehended.  They  had  now  been 
accustomed  to  this  kind  of  permanent 
insurrection  in  Ireland,  and  they  had 
found  that,  for  many  years,  it  entailed 
on  the  Government  all  the  precautions, 
all  the  harassing  anxieties,  and  all  the 
expense  of  civil  war,  without  giving  any 
pretext  for  that  revenge  which  might 
crush  and  terrify  rebels.  Now  what 
would  be  the  consequence  of  an  ascendancy 
policy  ?  It  would  be,  that  the  whole  good 
of  the  last  six  years  would  be  utterly  un- 
done, and  that  we  should  sec  the  re^stab- 
lishment  of  all  the  ancient  disorder,  and 
insecurity,  and  terror  in  Ireland.  They 
would  again  have  the  sympathy  of  the 
whole  population  arraved  on  the  side  of 
crime  and  the  criminal ;  they  would  have 
to  keep  the  peace  of  Ireland  with  double 
the  present  garrison.  They  would  have 
every  mode  of  expressing  public  opinion. 


petition,  public  meeting,  farought  to  w«ih« 
and  turned  into  an  instrument  of  agitstion, 
and  they  must  have  recourse  to  coexdon  hiUs, 
and  to  the  suppression  of  every  expranoa 
of  public  opinion.  Now  let  him  ask — thouch 
he  hardly  knew  how  to  touch  the  tapit^ 
whether  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  ro-i 
lations  was  not  such  as  to  suggest  great 
caution  and  conciliation  in  dealing  with  our 
own  people  ?  He  saw  with  horror  the  in- 
timation of  a  rupture  that  had  appeared. 
He  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  more  inimical  feeling  in  Franoe 
against  this  country  than  there  bad  been 
since  1815.  There  was  growing  up  rapidly 
in  the  United  States  of  America  a  feeling 
similar  to  that  which  led  to  the  last  war. 
He  had  as  great  a  horror  of  war  as  any  one; 
but  the  warmest  advocate  of  peace  moft 
admit,  that  a  war  was  a  more  probable  ocmi- 
tingency  now  than  at  any  period  within  the 
last  twenty  years.  This  was  a  time  rather 
to  conciliate  than  to  exasperate  the  Iruh. 
We  might  want  their  cordial  support  ere 
long.  He  did  not  suppose  the  oontingeney 
of  an  invasion,  which  seemed  to  alarm  faon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  He  did  not  think  it 
possible ;  but  if  it  were,  he  trusted,  that  a 
better  feeling  would  be  found  amongst  the 
Irish  now  than  in  former  times.  But 
he  had  said,  that  in  the  event  of  a  war, 
we  should  want  the  cordial  support  of 
the  Irish  people,  and  it  should  be  reeol* 
lected,  that  on  the  south  of  Ireland  we 
depended  for  a  great  portion  of  our  loldien 
and  sailors.  It  was  not  wise  to  excite  the 
ill-feelings  of  a  population,  whose  aid 
might  be  of  so  much  consequence  in  the 
hour  of  need.  He  would  not  advert  to  thia 
topic  if  he  thought  the  danger  unavoidable. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  the 
duty  of  every  man  to  help  to  meet  the 
danger  in  the  best  way  possible,  but  it  waa 
also  right,  while  there  was  time,  to  point 
out  how  the  danger  might  be  avoided.  He 
did  not  think,  that  before  any  hostile  fbne 
the  country  need  quail  in  a  good  cause.  Ita 
united  energies  might  well  meet  the  oppo- 
sition  of  any  foreign  power.  But  it  waa 
not  wrong  to  dwell  on  the  advantaget  ef 
union,  or  to  tell  them  that  this  was  a  tiae 
for  settling  and  not  widening  domestic  dif^ 
fercnccs  3  that  it  was  not  a  time  for  the 
miserable  policy  of  adding  Ireland  to  the 
list  of  foreign  and  hostile  nations.  Than 
was  one  thing  that  consoled  him  under  thcec 
apprehensions,  and  that  was,  that  the  Teiiet 
possessed  the  one  redeeming  quality  of  great 

{)usillanimity.     The  dangers  which,  in  the 
ley  .day  of  passion  and  exultation,  fimf 
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overlooked,  thejr  would  lee  sharply  eiKmgh 
when  their  interest  required  it.  They 
would  pursue  their  odious  policy  as  of  old, 
so  long  as  the  irritation  of  the  people  did 
not  hreak  out  into  absolute  convulsion ;  but 
when  real  danger  arose;  when  disturbance 
assumed  a  serious  form ;  when  Chartism  in 
England  required  the  garrison  •  of  Ireland 
to  put  it  down,  or  foreign  war  required  the 
exertion  of  the  national  force  abroad— that 
instant  the  frail  fabric  of  this  wretched 
policy  would  crumble  into  dust,  and  the 
extent  and  rapidity  of  their  concession 
would  prove  the  folly  of  the  course  they 
were  now  attempting.  And,  attempting 
for  what  ?  For  what,  said  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, is  it  that  you  are  encountering 
these  certain  evils,  these  fearful  risks,  and 
this  ultimate  humiliation  ?  You  cannot 
deny,  that  the  course  you  are  taking  occa- 
sions the  utmost  irritation  among  the  mass 
of  the  Irish  people.  The  results  of  such 
irritation  may  very  possibly  be  less  serious 
than  I  consider  them  likely  to  be;  but  they 
must  be  mischievous;  and  what  object  have 
you  in  view  for  which  it  is  worth  while 
encountering  any  mischief  or  any  risk  ?  Is 
all  this  crisis  forced  on  in  order  to  turn  out 
the  present  Ministry  ?  You  could  hardly 
have  brought  your  great  strength  to  bear 
on  them  in  a  manner  so  calculated  to  annoy, 
not  them,  but  their  successors.  Is  it  for 
the  wretched  gain  of  some  dozen  of  Irish 
seats,  which  it  is  supposed,  that  a  juggling 
system  of  registration  may  transfer  from 
the  people  to  a  handful  of  petty  Orange 
squires  ?  Ten  times  the  number  of  seats  tnat 
could  be  so  gained,  could  not  compensate  a 
Government  for  the  weakness  attendant  on 
constant  collision  with  the  feelings  of  Ca- 
tholic Ireland.  There  is  really  no  necessity 
for  any  collision  between  the  Irish  people 
and  its  government.  The  last  six  years 
have  shown  with  how  little  that  people 
will  be  satisfied,  and  how  easily  it  may  be 
ruled.  Had  the  course  of  common  pru- 
dence been  long  ago  adopted  with  regard 
to  them  ;  had  the  Government  of  England 
treated  the  Irish  with  the  justice  and  wis- 
dom which  it  has  shown  m  its  policy  to- 
wards the  Hindoos ;  had  we  respected  their 
religion  ;  had  we  conciliated  the  people  by 
conciliating  its  leaders ;  had  we  conciliated 
their  leaders  in  the  way  in  which  all  popu- 
lar leaders  may  be  conciliated,  [Cheer*^ 
excepting  those  disinterested  Gentlemen  op- 
posite, who  cheer,  and  who  never  care  for 
what  I  am  going  to  mention;  that  it  by 
the  powers,  and  honours,  and  emoluments 
of  office ;  above  all.  had  we  attached  dieir 
VOULVI.    {SSI} 


priests  to  us,  as  every  wise  GovemiMDt 
attaches  to  itself  the  priesta  of  whatever 
may  be  the  faith  of  any  large  portion  of 
its  subjects,  by  pay  and  respect,  the  people 
of  Ireland  would  by  this  time  have  been 
perhaps  only  too  easily  managed  by  the 
Government*  Why  have  we  deviated  thus 
far?  Why  are  we  called  upon  to  deviate 
yet  more  widely  from  this  sound,  simple 
policy  ?  I  ask  again,  for  what  ?  For  wbst 
object,  that  common  sense  does  not  laugh  to 
scorn,  and  common  justice  does  not  rqm- 
diate  with  horror  } 
Sir  J.  Graham  s  If  I  considered  this  Hooie 
to  be  a  mere  theatre  of  display—  an  arena  for 
dialectics,  or  for  the  trial  of  rhetorical  skUl 
—  1  would  gladly  have  contented  my- 
self with  giving  a  silent  vote  on  this  oooa- 
sion,  and  oon&ed  the  dissection  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
just  sat  down  to  some  more  able  hands. 
When  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  fint 
rose  I  doubted  whether  it  was  consisteBt 
with  my  duty  to  follow  him.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  commenced  his  speech  with  • 
legal  argument,  and  boasted  of  the  candour 
he  was  about  to  display,  and  the  calmness 
with  which  he  meant  to  apply  himself  to 
the  discussion  of  the  question  before  tlie 
House ;  but  whilst  that  was  his  straioy  I 
confess  I  somewhat  marvelled  at  som«.  «f 
the  topics  which  he  introduced.  I,  at  fint, 
attached  some  weight  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member's  l^;al  opinion,  but  n^ 
respect  for  that  was  diminished  when,  widh 
the  candour  of  which  he  boasted,  he  de- 
clared that  no  lawyer  could  be  found  who 
would  express  an  opinion  against  the  party 
with  which  he  acted.  The  hon*  and  learned 
Gentleman  also  gave  a  specimen,  not  aolfy 
of  his  candour  but  of  his  knowledge, 
which,  I  own  greatly  surprised  me,  wMn 
he  ascribed  to  my  noble  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Lancashire  all  the  evils  of  dM 
certificate  system  in  Ireland,  although,,  as 
every  one  knows,  the  source  of  those  evQi 
dates  from  the  period  of  the  d5th  of  Greo.  M. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Grentleman  likeirise 
censured  my  noUe  Friend  for  introdociiig, 
or,  at  all  events,  continuing  the  present 
system  of  registration  in  Ireland,  and  when 
my  noble  Friend  demurred  to  this  aeeuii^ 
tion,  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  had  tibe 
candour  to  suggest,  that  possibly  my  neUe 
Friend  had,  in  this  matter,  erred  from  an 
oversight.  So  far  from  it  bong  the  vesrit 
of  an  oversight,  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
the  Secretary  for  the  Coboies,  will  bear 
me  out  in  statins,  that  at  the  time  of  tte 
introduction  of  die  Bcform  Bill,  both'^VJ^ 
3  K 
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noble  Friend  and  Lord  Althorpe  repeat- 
edly and  distinctly  stated  that  they  de- 
signedly  left  the  system  of  registration 
in  Ireland  as  they  found  it>  until  they 
ascertained  by  experience  the  result  of  the 
new  system  of  registration  in  England, 
^fhe  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  next  at- 
tempted to  fix  upon  my  noble  Friend]  an 
immutable  preference  for  the  appellate  ju- 
risdiction of  the  judges  in  Ireland  in  the 
case  of  the  franchise,  but  the  House  can- 
not forf^et  that  my  noble  Friend  has  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  consider  in  com. 
mittee  any  suggestion  for  a  more  impartial, 
learned,  and  trustworthy  tribunal,  if  any 
such  can  be  pointed  out.  Then  the  can- 
dour of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
induced  him  to  refer  to  the  possibility  of 
judges  being  tainted  with  political  feelings, 
and  disregarding  all  more  recent  exAmpks 
—and  such  must  assuredly  have  been  in  his 
contemplation  —  he  thought  fit  to  assail 
the  memory  of  one  of  the  most  upright 
judges  that  ever  adorned  the  English  bench. 
[^hear,  hear  Q  The  hon.  and  learned  Gen  • 
tkman  did  not  think  it  beneath  him  to 
assail  the  memory  of  Lord  Mansfield. 
In  the  next  place  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  referred  to  the  old  election  ctim- 
mtttees  of  this  House  as  the  supreme  a|>- 
pcllate  tribunal  and  the  most  trustworthy, 
and  set  up  the  decision  of  the  Longford 
(Committee  as  conclusive  on  the  question  of 
beneficial  interest.  [Hear,  from  Sir  C. 
Strickland.!  1  see  that  tho  hon.  MemlxT 
for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  nods 
wuent  to  that  culogium  on  the  old  election 
committees.  I  would  like  to  know  whether 
h  is  as  Member  for  the  West  Riding  or  as 
Chairman  of  the  Hull  committee  that 
tho  hon.  Bart,  rejoices  in  the  eulogium 
on  the  memory  of  those  tribunals  which, 
thanks  to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Mem< 
bcr  for  Tarn  worth,  have  ceased  to  dis- 
grace the  Legislature  of  this  country. 
It  is  proliable  that  I  should  not  have 
followed  tho  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber into  these  topics,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  exciting  nature  of  the  latter  portion  of 
hit  speech,  I  agree  with  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  in  thinking  that  this  is  a 
question  of  great  im|)ortance.  I  think  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  said,  that  on  no 
occasion  had  a  question  of  greater  imimrt- 
ance  or  more  pregnant  with  amsequencos, 
been  debated  in  that  House  since  the 
revolution  of  168N.  lie  stated,  that 
amongst  the  cirrumstancos  liy  which  wc 
are  surroundeil,  it  was  impossible  to  gop- 
tempUtc    coming    events    without    r 


anxiety  ;  batfermj part  Ido aol CBVjr  At 

patriotism  which  dictated  the  laUv  fnitthM 
of  the  hon.   Member*8  ipeedu      I  dodft 
whether  at  any  period  upon  the  Com  Eb 
change  of  Dublin  a  greater  indi 
been  held  out  to  Irish  leelingB  of 
faction  or  excitement  by  the  bmhI 
lent  English  RadicaL    I  noticed  a 
similarity  between  the  speech  of  the 
Member,  and  the  mech  of  the  right 
the   Secretary  at   War,  on  the  pre 
night,  with  reference  to  some  of  the 
which  have  been  used.     The  right 
Secretary  at  W^ar  attacked  this  fide  of  the 
House  and  the  bill  of  my  ndUe  Friend  i 
both  he  and  the  hon.  and  learned  MenfaoK 
deemed  it  expedient  to  shift  their  gnnnids 
and  they  accordingly  spoke*  not  as  if  the 
question  before  the  House  were  the 
reading  of  the  bill  of  the  nobie 
for  Ireland,  but  as  if  the  ouestioo  u 
discussion  had   been  the  bill  of  my  nofala 
Friend.     The  Secretary  at  War,  who  is 
no  less  a  great  orator  than  an  experieneed 
critic,  designated  the  legislative  efiort  of  w^ 
noble  Friend,  not  once  but  again  end  anin 
as  a  childish  one.     No  doubt  the   nght 
lion.  Gentleman  rejoices  in  the  strength  of 
a  giant,  and  he  may,  therefore,  mnskkt 
such  an  effort  to  improve  the  systsm  of  le^ 
gistration  in  Ireland  as  puny  and  chiUul^ 
but  his  colleague,  the  noble  Lord,  theMel■^ 
ber  for  theWest  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  die* 
covered  even  last  year,  that  it  was  a  tnnito 
blesome    child.      The    noble    Lord,    leas 
year,  endeavoured  to  smother  it  almort  et 
its  birth,  and  this  year  he  has  tried  to 
change  it  at  nurse.      If  the   right  boo. 
Secretary  at  War  will  make  just  such  an- 
other speech  as  he  delirered  last  night  ia 
some  future  debate,  and  give  my  nohle 
{  Friend  an  opportunity  of  instantly  replying 
to  it,  he  will  discover  that  this  child  cea 
hit  somewhat  harder  than  he  expects,  and 
will   also  discover  that   his  speeches  con* 
tain   within   them  something  morc^  tbao 
clittering  conceits  and  impotent  puerilities. 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  attack  of 
the  right  hon.  Cienlleroan  on  the  measure 
of  my  noble  Friend  had  been  prepared  for 
the  second  reading  of  that  bill,  and  that  it 
went  off  at  half-cock  last  night.     It  n^ 
peared  as  if  he  had  primed  and  loaded  nr 
the  bill  of  my  noble  Friend,  but  that  he 
was  unable  to  n^strain  his  fire,  and  that  he 
had  fallen  umler  the  delusion  of  belterii^ 
the  bill  brfore  us  to  be  the  bill  of  my  noble 
Friend.     The  right  *    n.  Gentleman  hed 
professed  that  he  ^  go  inlo  detetti 
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the  machinery  of  my  noble  Friend's  hill  | 
and  yet,  with  a  manrellous  ovenigfat,  the 
greater  part  of  his  speech  consisted  of  attacks 
upon  details.  In  doing  so,  ft  seemed  to 
him  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
read  the  details  of  the  bill,  upon  which 
he  was  commenting.  I  may  refer  to  one 
or  two  points.  First,  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman gare  us  a  dissertation  upon  the 
torture  of  annual  r^istration,  and  yet 
we  find  that  that  ''  torture"  had  beenori* 
ginally  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord>  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  My  noble 
Friend,  however,  has  remedied  the  defects 
of  the  original  plan,  by  giving  a  power  to 
amend  oaths  in  cases  of  vexatious  objection. 
This  is  a  provision  of  great  importance, 
and  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  by  those 
who  object  to  this  part  of  my  noble  Friend's 
measure.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Secretary  at  War,  illustrated  the  hardship 
whidi  would  result  from  the  bill  of  my 
noble  Friend,  by  instancing  the  case  of  his 
own  vote  at  Cambridge,  and  he  said,  "  if 
I  were  called  on  annually  to  go  to  Cam- 
bridge to  defend  my  vote,  I  would  for^o 
the  privilege  of  voting  altogether  in  conse- 
quence of  such  vexatious  opposition."  Now, 
to  that,  I  answer,  that  the  bill  of  my  noUe 
Friend  does  not  require  any  such  atten- 
dance on  the  part  of  the  voter  when  onoe 
upon  the  register ;  it  does  not  require  him 
personally  to  appear ;  it  allows  him  to  em. 
ploy  a  third  person  to  appear  for  him  in 
case  of  an  objection  being  raised  against 
his  vote.  I  will  now,  however,  pass  from 
these  matters  of  detail.  I  do  not  mean  to 
imitate  the  example  of  the  right  hon.  Cren- 
tleman,  but  will  rather  follow  that  which 
has  been  set  me  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  and  deal  with  the  great  fea- 
tures of  the  case.  The  right  hon.  Secre- 
tary at  War  stated,  that  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Govern- 
ment, with  respect  to  the  franchise  was 
the  very  essence  or  vital  principle  of  the 
measure,  and  he  further  said,  that  the  bill 
was  framed  in  the  spirit  in  which  the 
legislation  of  the  country  ought  henceforth 
to  be  conducted.  Now,  considering  the 
vast  importance  which  has  been  attached 
to  this  vital  principle  of  the  bill,  I  must 
ciill  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  very 
late  introduction  of  it  into  the  bill« 
Throughout  the  whole  of  the  last  Session 
the  Government  kept  the  question  of  fran- 
chise separate  from  the  question  of  r^is- 
tration,  and  on  the  first  day  of  the  present 
Session,  a  period  at  which  the  intentions  of 
my  noble  Friend  were  not  known  with  re- 


spect to  his  fain,  the  Secretanr  c^  Ae  Tlrea« 
SU17  save  notice,  oti  behalf  of  his  noUa 
Friend,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  that  he 
would  introduce  a  bill  '*  to  amend  the  aya- 
tem  of  r^gktration  of  voters  in  Jteikntd." 
My  noble  Friend,  the  Member  for  North 
Lfuicashire,  afterwards  obtained  leave  lo 
bring  in  his  Ull,  and  it  was  not  until  then» 
not  until  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  seen 
the  course  which  my  noble  Friend  intended  - 
to  pursue,  that  .they  made  up  their  minda, 
and  introduced  that  which  it  now  appeaft 
was  the  great  vital  principle  of  the  bUl.  It 
is  evident  that  that  which  is  now  dedared 
to  be  the  vital  principle  of  the  bill  was  an 
after  thought*  It  is  not  unworthy  of  ob- 
servation, that  no  sooner  had  the  ri|^t  hon. 
Secretary  at  War  annooneed  what  he  con. 
sidered  to  be  the  vital  princifde  of  the  mm* 
sure,  than  feeling  the  ineonvenienee  of 
pledging  the  Government  to  open  questiona 
of  any  fixed  [ninciple  whatever,  he  re- 
marked that  it  was  quite  open  to  the  oom- 
mittee  to  alter  the  5/.  qual^cation,  and  the 
lease  for  fourteen  years.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  state,  as  shortly  as  I  can,  the  strong 
objections  which  I  feel  to  tiiis  meaadref 
and  they  are  so  strongly  fdt  by  me,  that 
there  is  no  consideration  snch  as  has  been 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  ftr  Shtewa* 
bury,  in  the  hope  of  eoneiliatinff  both  ndcv 
of  the  House,  which  could  induee  nm  to 
agree  to  it;  and  I  perfectly  aeoord  with 
my  noUe  Friend,  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  in  saying,  that  if  I  stood  alone^ 
I  wonld  resist  the  second  reading  of  this 
bilL  It  appears  to  me  to  be  fruned  Ibr 
the  sole  purpose  of  adding  numbers  to  the 
Irish  constituency,  without  legaid  to  Hm 
principle  of  qualiflcation.  It  haa  been 
stated  very  dearly  by  my  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Woodstock,  that  there  haa 
been  always  reeogniaed  in  the  law  of  Engu 
land  a  marked  and  decided  diflfeieneebeft 
tween  the.  prindple  of  qoalificatiDn  in 
counties  and  in  boroughs.  The  prindple 
of  the  frandiiae  in  countiea  has  alwaya 
been,  that  a  fixed  interest  or  eatate  in  htA, 
jrielding  profit,  was  the  qualification  for 
counties.  I1ie  prindple  oonstitnting  the 
qualiiication  in  boroughs  haa  been  oceope* 
tion  with  reddence,  and  with  the  payment 
of  rates.  Now,  this  bill  eppeara  to  nke 
to  be  entirely  subverdve  of  the  principle  of 
qualification  in  counties ;  and  I  cannot  hot 
see,  that  under  the  provision  of  a  5L  yalua^ 
tion  without  payment  of  rates,  and  without 
any  profit  whatever,  tht  wlmle  prindple 
hiUierto  recognised  as  the  excluuve  qualiflf 
cation  for  counties  is  at  once  overthiown. 
2K  2 
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As  relates  to  boroughs,  tliere  is  not  a 
shadow  of  a  case  for  the  introduction  of 
so  great  a  change.  I  can  conceive^  with 
respect  to  counties,  that  tliere  might  be 


that  some  of  the  judges  in  Ireland  did  not 
take  the  interpretation  of  the  law  from 
the  majority  of  their  brethren.  At  the 
same    time,  I    acknowledge    that  if   the 


some  difference  from  the  former  qualifica-  unwillingness  of  landlords  to  grant  leasei 
tion;  but  with  respect  to  cities  and  bo*  should  diminish  the  constituency  to  anj 
roughs  no  such  excuse  has  been  offered. :  great  extent,  1  would  consider  that  a 
But  if  we  admit  this  diminution  of  the  '  very  serious  evlL  But  that  fact  must  he 
amount  of  the  franchise  in  the  cities  and  ;  proved ;  the  extent  of  the  evil  must  he 
boroughs  by  one  half  in  Ireland,  1  as^k  ;  shown,  and  the  cause  of  it  must  be  made 
(and  in  this  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- !  manifest:  and,  for  one,  I  am  of  opinion 
ber  for  Kilkenny,)  upon  what  principle  that  no  remedy  could  be  entertained  which 
can  her  Majesty's  Government  resist  this  should  not  place  the  right  of  voting  on  a 
extension  of  the  franchise  to  England  principle  which  should  give  to  the  State  a 
and  Scotland?  The  occupation  of  a  10/.  <  security  as  to  the  perfect  independence  and 
house  is  taken  as  the  test  of  the  station  '  respectability  of  the  voter.  In  the  course 
and  respectability  of  the  party  occupying  of  this  debate  reference  has  been  made  to 
it  i  and,  if  the  noble  Lord  and  his  collea-  the  small  number  of  voters  in  the  county 
gues  say,  that  in  Ireland  the  occupa-  ;  of  Mayo.  It  so  happens,  that  when  the 
tion  of  a  51,  house  is  a  sufhcient  test  of  Reform  Act  was  under  discussion,  Mr. 
the  respectability,  of  the  property,  of  the  Dominick  Browne  in  moving  that  an  addi* 
independence,   and   of  the   station   of  its    tional  representative   should   be  given  to 

occupier,  it  will   be  for  them  to   show the  county,  made  some  statements  which 

and  I  cannot  conceive  by  what  argument  ■  merit  the  consideration  of  the  House  on 
they  will  prove  it — that  a  5/.  elector  ,  the  present  occasion,  as  they  have  a  direct 
in  England  or  Scotland,  was  less  trust-  l)earing  on  the  arguments  chiefly  employed 
worthy  or  less  obedient  to  the  law  than  a  by  the  opponents  of  my  noble  Friend's 
5/.  occupier  of  a  house  in  a  borough  in  bill.  Mr.  Dominick  Browne  stated,  that 
Ireland.  But  I  conceive  that  the  object '  under  the  40s,  franchise  the  number  of 
of  the  Irish  Reform  Bill  with  respect  to  ,  electors  amounted  to  25,000.  and  that  with 
the  counties  was  to  add  to  the  freeholders  .  that  numerous  constituency  four  landed  pro- 
possessing  franchises  under  the  act  of  1829, '  prietors  in  the  county,  had  the  absolute 
by  providing  that  leaseholders  possessing  a  \  power  of  nominating  both  the  Members, 
profit  equal  in  amount  to  a  freeholder  i  But  he  went  on  to  state,  that  when  in  con- 
should  have  a  vote.  The  object  of  that  sequence. of  the  act  of  1829,  the  number  of 
measure  was  to  extend  the  basis  of  the '  electors  was  reduced  to  700,  the  consti- 
franchise  as  fixed  in  1829 ;  but  it  broke '  tuency  was  independent,  and  no  combina- 
through  no  principle  which  the  act  of  1821) '  tion  of  landlords  could  influence  the  elee- 
had  established :  it  did  not  make  property  tion.  I  adduce  this  as  a  proof  that  the 
subservient  to  numbers,  and  did  not  dc-  i  independence  of  a  constituency  is  not  ne* 
grade  the  station  of  the  electors.  I  con-  '.  ccssarily  pn))M)rtionate  to  its  numbers.  Af 
fess  that  I  have  always  been  of  opinion  th:it  an  instance  of  the  state  of  the  imputation  of 
the  real  principle  of  an  elective  system  is.  '  the  county  of  Mayo,  I  may  remind  the 
as  stated  in  the  clearest  and  most  forcible  House,  that  my  noble  Friend,  the  Member 
manner  by  the  highest  constitutional  an-  for  North  l^ncashirc,  has  stated  from  offi- 
thority,  Mr.  Fox,**  that  that  was  the  best  cial  documents,  that  out  of  3.")0,000  in- 
systeni    of    registration     which    admitted    liabitnnts  of  that  county,  225.000  had  in 


the  largest  number  of  independent  electors, 
and  excluded  the  largest  number  of  those 
who  from  their  circumstances  were  neces- 
sarily dependent."     It  was  on  that  princi- 


1S31  either  applieil  for,  or  received  chari- 
table relief.  No  answer  has  been  as  yet 
made  to  the  statement  of  my  n(?ble  Friend 
near  nie,  with  rcs|K*ct  to  the  comparatiffo 


pic  that  the  act  of  1829  and  the  Reform  numbers  of  landholders  in  (>reat  Britain  and 
vAct  were  passed.  I  strongly  contend  for  Ireland.  There  are,  in  (treat  Britaiai 
the  solvent  tenant  test,  and  agree  with  the-  •)4,2.5(),()0<)  .statute  acres,  and  in  Irelandi 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax,  that  words  cannot  14,.')()(),(KK)  statute  acres;  in  Ireland  then 
be  found  more  clear  and  distinct  than  those  are  G.l^.OOO  holders  to  occupy  thatnumher 
whieh  establish  that  test  as  it  now  stands,  of  acres,  and  in  Great  Britain  there  are 
I  do  not  think  that  any  definition  of  the]  •i.V),h(M)  holders  ;  in  Great  Britain  187,000 
franchise  is  necessary.  I  agree  in  the  landholders,  or  more  than  half  the  nua- 
opinitm  that  it  is   much   to  U'  lamented  i  l)er    cmployetl    luboiirrrs,   and  paid 
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wages,  while  in  Ireland  only  95,000,  or 
less  than  one-fifth  of  the  whole,  found 
employment  for  the  remaining  564,000, 
and  employed  no  extraneous  labour. 
That  shows  the  proportion  between  both 
countries  of  comparatiye  independence,  and 
it  should  not  be  forgotten,  when  we  wanted 
to  estimate  the  real  proportion  which  the 
constituency  ought  to  bear  to  the  Members. 
The  vice  of  the  noble  Viscount's  bill  is  the 
introduction  of  numbers  without  regard  to 
property,  and  this  has  been  purloined  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin. 
I  ask  the  Government  whether  they  be- 
lieve they  have  the  slightest  chance  of 
passing  this  bill?  The  hon.  Member  for 
Shrewsbury  (Mr.  Slaney)  has  observed, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  the  vindication  of  the 
measure  before  the  House  was  the  proba- 
bility of  its  passing  into  law,  and  that  it 
would  be  greatly  to  the  interest  of  the 
Conservatives,  that  the  bill  should  pass 
into  law.  My  belief  is,  that  if  there  was 
any  such  probability,  and  it  could  be  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  that  would  be 
one  reason  among  many  others  why  he 
would  not  wish  it  to  pass  into  law.  Apart 
from  any  other  reasonsi,  I  ask  the  noble 
Lord  whether  there  is,  in  the  present  state 
of  parties,  the  slightest  prospect  of  this 
measure  passing  into  a  law  ?  If  there  is  not, 
what  is  the  inevitable  consequence?  It 
has  been  put  by  my  noble  Friend,  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Lancashire,  and  I  will  put  it 
again — whether,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
House  and  of  parties,  her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters are  not  playing  over  again  the  game 
of  the  appropriation  clause.  A  settle- 
ment had  been  tendered  on  that  occa- 
sion by  which  the  burden  of  tithes  would 
be  at  once  removed  from  the  Catholic  oc- 
cujpier  to  the  Protestant  landlord,  with  a  di- 
minution of  25  per  cent.,  but  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  at- 
tached to  that  a  condition  which  be 
knew  it  was  impossible  for  Parliament  to 
agree  to.  So  it  was  exactly  now.  After 
fighting  this  registration  question  as  long 
as  possible,  and  feeling  that  they  could  no 
longer,  in  the  face  of  the  British  public, 
vindicate  the  perjury  and  fraud  that  ex- 
isted under  the  present  system— feeling 
that  they  dared  no  longer  openly  defend 
them— what  course  do  they  iske  ?  They 
attach  to  the  remedy  of  these  avowed 
evils  a  condition  which  they  know  they 
cannot  fulfil,  and  no  longer  defendinff 
fraud  and  perjury,  which  have  bem  prorved 
and  acknowledged  to  exist,  they  now  pur* 


sue  a  course  which  must  inevitably  per- 
petuate that  fraud  and  perjury.  1  eon- 
tend,  that  the  adoption  of  this  meanine 
would  inevitably  lead  to  the  extension  of 
its  principle  to  England  and  Scotland.  It 
should  be  recollected,  that  an  extension  of 
the  sufirage  in  England  has  been  constantb' 
refused  to  that  party  in  the  House  whkn 
usually  supports  Government,  but  which  nat 
the  same  time  pledged  to  extreme  opiniona. 
Now,  I  say,  the  Government  is  yield* 
ing  this  extension  in  the  most  danger- 
ous quarter,  and  at  a  most  dangerous  mo- 
ment,  at  the  suegestion  not  of  Englidi 
radicals,  but  of  msh  repealers.  If  I  nad 
not  objected  to  the  principle  of  the  hill,  I 
should  still  have  found  it  impossible  to 
acquiesce  in  any  such  concession^  on  acooont 
of  the  rapid  progress  which  has  been  re- 
cently made  by  the  Government  in  danger- 
ous  concessions  of  this  description.  Will 
the  House  allow  me  shortly  to  trace  wbnA 
that  progress  has  been?  In  1839>  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  having  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  no  longer  possessed 
sufficiently  the  confidence  of  the  House  to 
carry  on  her  Majesty's  service  with  advant- 
age, resigned  office.  They  returned  to  plaee 
under  circumstances  upon  which  I  will  not 
dwell.  Within  a  week  after  their  return 
to  office  an  hon.  Member,  a  supporter  of 
the  Government,  the  Member  for  Preston 
(Sir  H%  Fleetwood),  made  a  motion  to  the 
effect  that  a  10^  occupation  franchise 
should  be  extended  to  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land, one-half  higher  than  that  now  pro- 
posed for  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Warburton)  made  on  that 
occasion  a  most  pathetic  appeal  to  the 
noble  LfOrd,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  ; 
he  complained  of  the  noble  Lord's  resiiA- 
ance  to  the  measure,  and  reminded  hin&' 
that  hu  supporters  would  have  to  go  befbie 
their  constituents  in  a  short  time,  and  that 
if  the  noble  Lord  persevered  in  his  oMee« 
tion  to  the  proposed  measure,  it  would  be 
the  most  unfortunate  day  for  them  that  had 
ever  occurred.  That  hon.  Member  went  on 
to  suy,  that  they  must  have  some  popular 
topic  for  the  hustings,  some  popular  gitmod 
for  continuing  their  support  to  the  Minia- 
try  I  and  that  unless  the  noble  Lord  gave 
way  on  his  part,  he  must  not  longer  reoLOfi 
on  their  support.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Sheffiekl  (Mr.  Ward)  stated  his  opinioQa 
more  explicitly.  He  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  (or  the  Colo- 
nies, might  be  induced  to  give  wav,  tad 
he  told  the  noUe  Lord  that  two-thifda  tf 
the  party  which  he  attempted  to  kul 
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went  beyond  the  narrow  line  which   he 
had  laid    down^    that    it  was  imi)ossible 
to  keep  the  party  together  upon  the  prin- 
ciples professed  by  the  noble  Lord,  and 
that  it   was  therefore  incumbent  on  him 
to    give    way.      So    the    Session    ended. 
I  thought   at  the  time   that  it   was  pro- 
bable    some     such     concession     as     that 
sought  would  be  before  long  proposed  by 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  after  the  pressing 
appeals    made  from   such   quarters  ;    but 
my    suspicion    was    converted    into    cer- 
tainty  when   I   read    the   speech    of  the 
right   hon.   (jlentleman,   the   Member  for 
Edinburgh  (Mr.    Macaulay).     When   the 
right    hon.   Gentleman    was    elected,   he 
announced   distinctly    to    his  constituents 
that   he  was   a   decided   advocate  for  the 
extension  of  the  10/.  occupation  franchise 
to  the  counties  of  England  and  Scotland, 
and  tlic  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  admit- 
ted into  the  Cabinet  avowing  those  opin- 
ions.     Immediately  after   the   commence- 
ment of  the  next  Session  the  ballot  was 
made  an  open  question.     A  memlxjr  of  the 
Cabinet,  before  he  took  his  seat,  having 
declared  in  favour  of  the  10/.  occupation 
franchise,  and    the  ballot  being   made   an 
open    question,    we   have   arrived    in    the 
course  of   eighteen    months  in  this    nipiil 
pmgress  of  concession  to  a  tender  of  5/.  fran- 
chise   for    the    counties    of    Ireland.      I 
ask   to    whom    is   this    concession    made.^ 
Why,  distinctly  to  the  hon.   and   learned 
Member  for  Dublin,  and  to  him  alone.  The 
merit  of  this  measure  rests  entirely  with 
that  hon.  Gentleman.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  originally    proposed  it  in   1832, 
when  the  Irish  Reform  Act  was  introduced, 
and  he  has  pressed  it  from  time  to  time.  It 
has  been  occasionally  resisted  with  more  or 
less  of  firmness,   and  I   must  say,  that  I 
have  the  most  evil  forebodings  as  to  the  use 
to   which  the  concession    will  be   applied. 
What  can  be  more  plain  than  the  asser- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  that  this  is  not  an  end,  that  it  is, 
in  fact,  only  one  of  the  means  to  far"  other 
ends.      The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  frankly  avowed    this,  and   there   can 
Iks  no   misapprehension    on    the    subject. 
That  avowal  hivs  been  reconled  in  the  most 
authentic    shape.      I    ask   the    House    to 
pause  and  deliberate  whether  they  are  pre- 
))ared,  with  such  objects  avowed,  to  make 
concessions  of  this  description  }     llie  first 
object   avowed  by    the   hon.    and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  is,  thnt  there  should 
be  the  same  franchise  for  I'^ngland  and  for  ' 
Ireland,  and,  not  satisfied  with  that,  he 


demands  a  large  extension  of  both.  This 
second  olnect  is  an  alteration  of  the  pro- 
portion of  the  representatives  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  and  grounding  his  demand  upon 
the  amount  of  population,  he  requires  tiiat 
the  representatives  of  Ireland  should  be  175 
in  number.  The  hon.  and  learned  Crentle- 
man's  third  demand,  without  which  he  says 
there  can  be  no  peace  in  Ireland,  and  as  far 
as  he  is  concerned  there  shall  be  no  peace, 
is  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  the 
Protestant  church,  twenty-five  per  cent.,— 
be  it  recollected,  having  been  already  taken 
away — to  public  uses,  in  which  Catholics 
shall  participate  with  Protestants.  These 
are  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
avowed  objects.  But  are  there  any  otlier 
objects  not  so  openly  avowed,  but  yet  nol 
very  indistinctly  shadowed  forth  ?  Has  not 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  talked  of 
a  separation  between  the  two  countries  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  misunderstood  ?  Has  he 
not  spoken  of  Hanover,  and  Belgium,  and 
Switzerland,  as  beine  all  independent  Coun« 
tries,  with  a  population  infinitely  less  than 
that  of  Ireland?  But  it  is  vain  for  me 
to  attempt  to  re|)eat  the  -secret  purposes 
which  the  hon.  and  Icaimed  Member  has  in 
view,  and  therefore  1  will  read  to  the 
House,  with  its  ])enuission,  a  much 
shorter  and  clearer  exposition  of  those  in- 
tentions than  any  I  i*an  myself  offer. 
The  wonis  which  I  am  about  to  read 
were  uttered  bv  the  noble  I^rd  the  Secre- 
tory  for  the  Colonies,  and  they  thus 
describe  the  intentions  of  the  hon,  and 
learneil  Member  for  Dublin* 

**  All  that  has  lately  passed  in  Ireland  slioivs 
that  the  objects  in  view  arc  neither  more  nor 
less  than  an  attempt  made  under  the  name  of 
a  Repeal  of  the  I'nion,  and  separate  Parlia« 
ments,  to  disunite  the  two  countries,  to  con* 
fiscnte  the  property  of  all  Kngliihmen  who 
had  property  there,  to  overturn  tbi;  united 
1  Parliament,  and  to  estahiuh  io  the  place  of 
King,  I/)rds,  and  Commons,  bome  Parliament 
of  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  should  be  the  leader  and  chief,  and 
in  which  no  doubt  he  would  play  a  conspicuous 
part,  but  in  which  it  would  be  impossiUe 
to  go  on  for  a  single  year  without  involv- 
ing the  two  countries  in  a  war  which  naal 
tend  to  the  destruction  of  one  or  the  other^ 
which  muat  lead  to  the  degradation  of  bolbi 
and  to  that  loss  of  power  and  dominioa  which 
this  country  ha!>  hilh.rto  possessed." 

This  was  at  that  time  the  noble  Lord  '■ 
rx|H)sition  of  the  designs  and  oUectsof  the 
Repealers.  [Mr.  litimc:  At  what  time  Q 
In  1832.  C  an  the  hon.  Member  for  KiK 
kcnny  supjioso  that  the  date  makes  aajr 
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diflference  }  Is  there  anything  sinoe  in  the 
principles  professed,  or  the  conduct  pursued 
by  the  bon.  and  learned  Member  which 
makes  any  difterenoe  with  respect  to  these 
observations  ?  I  ask  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny  to  point  out  any  change  in 
the  language  or  conduct  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  to  give 
reason  to  suppose  that  these  terms  are  not 
at  present  applicable.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Liskeard  made  one  observa- 
tion, which  appeared  to  me  one  of  great 
point;  namely>  that  with  respect  to  par- 
ties, the  nominal  heads  are  often  only  the 
real  instruments  of  their  followers.  Now,  I 
beg  to  say,  that  it  is  not  the  Government 
that  directs  the  movement  in  Ireland  i 
they  have  lost  all  control  over  it;  it  is 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin.  That  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  demands  the  present 
concession  as  a  means  leading  to  an  end 
which  I  consider  most  dangerous,  and  I 
am  atonished  that  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
have  calmly,  and  I  must  say  recklessly,  sub- 
mitted to  it.  But  if  my  astonishment  is  great 
at  a  concession  of  this  nature,  my  surprise 
is  greater  at  the  accusation  made  by  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
against  my  noble  Friend,  the  Member  for 
iNorth  Lancashire.  The  noble  Secretary 
said,  that  the  present  state  of  the  repeal 
question  in  Ireland  is  to  be  imputed  to 
my  noble  Friend.  I  beg  to  ask,  what 
has  been  the  conduct  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment with  respect  to  repeal?  Have  they 
exerted  the  legitimate  authority  of  Go- 
vernment to  put  it  down  ?  I  am  not 
talking  of  violent  means ;  but,  I  repeat, 
have  tbey  used  the  legitimate  means  they 
possessed  ?  It  is  true,  that  Lord  Ebrington 
has  recently  declared  his  intention  of  not 
countenancing  by  his  patronage  any  person 
who  is  favourable  to  the  agitation  of  the 
repeal  question ;  but  I  ask,  what  has  been 
the  conduct  of  the  advisers  of  her  Majesty 
upon  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of 
their  patronage  }  —  that  instrument  by 
means  of  which,  according  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Liskeard,  all  popular 
leaders  are  to  be  conciliated.  This  seems 
to  be  the  recipe  which  the  Government 
have  employed  for  putting  down  the  re- 
peal agitation  in  Ireland.  In  1834  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dublin 
brought  forward  a  motion  in  this  House 
for  the  repeal  of  the  union.  On  that  oc- 
casion thirty-eight  Members  voted  in  the 
minority  with  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin?     I  will  nowiwid  to  thf 


House  from  the  diviaisn-list  the  namiM  of 
some  of  those  Gentlemen^  in  order  to  show 
how  large  a  proportion  of  them  have  hooii 
conciliated  by  the  means  that  have  been  da?* 
scribed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  LiakearL 
The  first  on  the  list  is  Mr.  Fitssimon,  % 
near  relative  of  the  hon.  and  learned  BbuBi* 
her  fbr  Dublin,  who  has  been  made  olerk 
of  the  Hanaper  in  Ireland.  QVisopunl 
Morpeih,  Mention  the  date  of  the  appoiat^ 
ment.]  The  date  I  am  sure  the  nofah 
Lord  can  himself  supply.  The  next  or 
the  list  is  the  name  of  Mr.  Kennedy*  at 
that  time  Member  for  Tiverton,  to  whom  the 
noUe  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiiii 
is  under  deep  obligations,  and  mis  Gaiiv 
tleman  has  been  appoint^  alave-oommii« 
sioner  at  the  Havannah.  The  next  is  Mr. 
Lynch,  appointed  a  Master  in  Chancery. 
Then  cameMr.M.O'Conndl,Mipointed  tHA 
in  the  Registry-office  ;  and  Mr.  O'Dwyar, 
appointed  Filacer  of  the  Exchequer.  Toere 
is  another  Gentleman,  upon  whom  the  digt 
nity  of  Baronet  has  been  conferred,  I  mean 
Sir  David  Roche;  and  there  is  another 
appointment  which  I  believe  is  still  in 
abeyance,  I  mean  the  appointment  of  Mr» 
Fitsumon  as  police  magistrate ;  but  perp 
haps  the  noble  Lord,  die  Secretuy  for 
Ireland,  will  furnish  the  Houae  with- 
the  date  of  this  appointment.  These  Geii«^ 
tlemen  all  voted  in  1834  for  repeal,  to- 
gether with  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
acted  as  teller  on  the  occasion,  and  who 
is  now  Vice-President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  (Mr.  Shell).  Then  last,  but  by  no 
means  least,  in  my  estimation,  comes  tho 
author  of  the  motion — the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dublin  himself.  I  have  tho 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  authority  tag 
stating  that  one  of  the  highest  judicial 
appointments  in  Ireland,  whether  criminal 
or  civil,  was  offered  to  him.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  announced  this  hct  laal 
year,  and  I  was  so  struck  with  the  worda 
he  used  that  I  took  them  down  at  the  timo* 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said,  thai 
the  office  of  Chief  Baron  in  Ireland  had 
been  offered  to  him  by  her  Majesty's  pre* 
sent  advisers,  and  that  he  had  refused  it 
for  this  reason,  that  he  dared  not  trust 
himself;  and  the  hon.  and  learned  GeiH 
tleman  further  said,  and  I  thought  it  was 
honourable  to  him,  that,  he  would  not  run 
the  risk  of  accepting  the  office,  lest  tho 
name  of  justice  should  be  polluted  in  hi| 
person.  This  was  undoubtedly  a  most  gro* 
tifying  compliment  to  the  Government  thiil 
made  the  cmfer*  I  am  bound  to  layt  thil 
in  turbulent  tinuo  datterjr  ia  by  no 
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confined  to  courts ;  the  public  also  in  such 
times  have  their  parasites^  their  panders,  and 
their   slaves.     J   had    thought,     that    the 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
had  discarded  all  meretricious  arts,  and  I 
read  with   infinite    satisfaction  the  noble 
Lord's  address  to  his  constituents  at  Stroud, 
in  which   he  declared  that  he  would  not 
again  evoke   the    charm  of  revolutionary 
enthusiasm ;    and   that,   to    use   the  lan- 
guage  of  the  noble   Lord   himself,   "  he 
was  not  prepared  to  lift  the  anchors  of  the 
monarchy  when  the  signs  of  storms  were 
black   in   the   horizon."       I    rejoiced     in 
those  sentiments.     I   think  there  are  times 
when    courage    is    prudence,  when  com- 
promise   is    crime,    and   when    silence    is 
dishonour ;    and    I    ho])e,    thcrefure,    be- 
fore the  debate  closes,  that  we  shall  know 
distinctly   from  the   noble   Ia)rd  what  are 
his  present  intentions.     Is  the  noble  Lord 
weary  of  the  Reform   Act  ?     Is  the  noble 
lord's  principle  now  to  enlarge  constituen- 
cies, and  to  make  property  ])rostrate  before 
numbers?     Hon.  Members  have  no  doubt 
read   the  correspondence   that   had   taken 
place  between  Lord  Fitzwilliam  and  Mr. 
Marshall,  respecting  a  meeting  that  was  held 
at  Leeds.   Now,    when   1   remember  who 
Mr.  Marshall  is,  and  the  numbers  and  ob- 
ject of  the  meeting  at  which  he  presided, 
and    the    resolutions  which    were   pissed 
there,  J  think  it  would  not  be  altoguther 
unreasonable  or  out  of  place  if  I  were  to 
ask  the  noble  Lord,  whether  he,  too,  con- 
siders the  Reform  Act  to  have  l)ecn  a  failure; 
whether  he,  too,  charges  it  to  the  Reform 
Act  as  a  crime,  that  it  does  not  give  bread 
and  clothing  to  the  people  ?     Is  the  noble 
Lord  also  one  of  those  who  say  that  the 
movement,  the  rapid  movement  of  the  de- 
mocratic principle,  must  either  be  conciliated 
or  must  burst  and  overflow  its  lM)und,  and 
in  its  headlong  course  sweep  away  the  mo- 
narchy and  the  constitution  ?      \  think  we 
are  entitled    to   know  from  the  noble  Lord 
what  are  his  intentions  in  respect  to   these 
views  and  these  demands  ?     If  it  is  the  no- 
ble lord's  intention  to  make  further  conces- 
sions to  the  democratic  principle,  let   him 
frankly  sny  so  j  let  him  avow  the  priniiples 
upcm   which    lie  intends  to  act  ;    and   let 
him  Ixi  prcjared   to  risk  the  existence  of 
his  (lovernment  ui>on  the  issue.   I  warn  the 
noble  I-ord  of  the  danger  of  ])rocrastination 
in    a  matter    like    this;    I  earnestly   call 
upon  him  to  appeal  without  delay  to  the 
people  u|H)Ti  his  future  views  of  ]X)iicy,  lest 
he  should  one  day  discover  that  he   hais 
lurvived  in  office  tho  honour  of  his  admi- 


nistration, and  has  been  content  to  gofem 
by  the  favour  of  the  Crown,  after  he  had 
ceased  to  command  the  con6dence  of  the 
people.  For  my  part,  1  am  most  anxious  to 
consolidate  constitutional  reform,  and  there- 
fore  I  am  resolved  to  resist  this  wild  de- 
mocratic movement.  I  will  ding  to  the 
measure  of  Lord  Grey,  as  the  best  safeguard 
both  for  the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the 
permanency  of  the  monarchy.  In  1832 
I  supported  that  measure,  because  I  thought 
that  it  would  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  all 
reasonable  demands,  and  remove  for  ever 
all  just  causes  of  complaint ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  that  I  supported  that  measure 
as  the  best  security  against  that  restleaa 
spirit  of  innovation,  which^  under  pre* 
tence  of  remedying  acknowledged  abusei^ 
in  secret  aims  at  nothuig  less  than  the 
overthrow  of  all  our  institutions,  even  of 
the  Throne  itself.  I  am  determined  to 
stand  by  the  Reform  Act.  Let  its  provisums 
be  improved,  where  necessary.  Yes,  1  mat 
perfectly  prepared  to  absist  in  any  attempt 
to  remedy  the  defects  which  are  found  to 
exist  in  it — as,  for  instance,  with  respect 
to  the  machinery  of  registration ;  but  I 
am  resolved,  at  the  same  time,  to  guard  the 
franchise  as  it  stands;  and,  above  all  things, 
to  resist  such  alterations  as  those  at  preaeni 
proposed,  which  I  am  convinced,  if  permit- 
ted to  proceed,  must  end  in  universal  suf- 
frage, and  which  would  overthrow  our 
noblest  institutions,  and  degrade  this 
mighty  nation  to  the  level  of  a  turbulent 
democracy.  I  will  conclude  by  profcssinc 
my  creed  in  a  few  lines  that  are  worthy  w 
their  great  author:— 

"  Whm  ancient  fiibrid  nod  and  (hmt  to  fall, 
To  lotch  ihcnr  flawi  and  buttrcw  up  the  wall, 
Thus  far  iv  duty :  but  hcrv  fix  the  mark  i 
For  alJ  bcyon«l  it  in  to  touch  the  ark. 
To  change  ftaindation*,  cart  the  tnxae  anew. 
Is  work  fur  rvbvU  who  baK'  ends  punuv." 

Mr.  Shcil:  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  has  just  closed  a  speech,  remarkable 
for  the  number  and  the  bitterness  of  the 
I)er:ional  allusions  with  which  it  was  replete, 
rose  to  speak  after  my  hon.  Friend,  the 
Menilier  for  Liskeard  had  pronounced  a 
speech  distinguisiied  by  pre-eminent  ability, 
and  containing  a  vast  mass  of  various  but 
most  appropriate  matter.  The  right  hon. 
(lentleman,  who  has  just  sat  down  scarcelj 
glanced  at  that  speech,  although  it  alibided 
to  the  right  hon.  (rencleman  much  matteri 
most  deserving  of  his  attention— he  turned 
once  to  the  s[)cech  delivered  last  night»  hf 
the  Secretary  at  War,  which  had  bmiy  no 
doubt,  the  subject  of  his  nocturnal  medit^ 
tion.     CfOA  that  speech  he  hu  ininiiriU 
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verted  with  tbe  acrimonj  by  which  con* 
version  is  proverbially  distinguished.  He 
should  not  have  spoken  of  the  Secretary  at 
War  as  he  has  done ;  he  should  not  (his 
moral  sense  should  have  forbidden  it)  have 
spoken  thus*  of  a  man  who  was  his  col- 
league, during  the  eventful  agitation  of  the 
Rerorm  Bill,  who  rendered  himself  con- 
spicuous when  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
*<  shrunk  from  his  duty,"  and  upon  one 
occasion  only,  departed  from  his  judicious 
taciturnity,  when  he  **  swamped  bis  argu- 
ment, and  capsised  his  metaphor,"  in  a 
fantastic  and  puerile  descriptiou  of  the 
swamping  of  the  Royal  G^rge.  How 
rash  a  man  is  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net! How  utterly  he  seems  to  forget,  in 
assailing  his  former  friends  and  associates, 
how  vulnerable  he  is  himself*  He  has 
ventured  to  talk  of  an  address  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Stroud,  by  the  noble  Lord*  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  I  too  remember  a 
i^)eech  made  at  Stroud,  by  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Secretary  for  tbe  Colonies,  in  which 
matter  was  contained,  that  nearly  touched 
the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He  should  keep 
dear  of  reference  to  Stroud.  It  was  at 
Stroud,  that  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies,  stated,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  been  one  of  a  committee  of 
five,  to  whom  the  task  of  framing  the  plan 
of  reform  had  been  committed,  and  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Pembroke,  had  produced  a  plan,  of  which 
the  Ballot  constituted  a  part  Yes,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  who  now  denounces 
the  adventurous  spirit  of  innovation,  was 
an  advocate  of  the  Ballot.  How  ill  his 
present  political  professions  accord  with 
those  doings  of  the  risht  hon.  Baronet,  to 
which  he  is  sufficiently  indiscreet  to  pro- 
voke a  reference.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
has  called  me  a  repealer ;  at  all  events,  I 
am  not  a  ''  a  recreant  Whig."  The  man 
who  indulges  in  these  personal  attacks,  in 
discussing  a  question  which  has  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  them,  had  the  temerity 
to  denounce  Sir  James  Scarlett,  as  ''  a  re- 
creant Whig."  He  understands,  no  man 
better,  the  force  of  that  most  poignant 
phrase,  ''recreant  Whig;**  let  him,  with 
those  words  ringing  in  his  ears*  call  me 
''  repealer,"  when  and  where  he  shall  deem 
it  meet.  I  pass  from  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, to  matter  of  more  befitting  observa- 
tion, the  measure  before  the  House.  To 
leave  the  franchise  undefined,  not  only  to 
leave  it  undefined,  but  to  involve  it  in  per- 
plexities still  more  embarraasing  and  per- 
nicioua  than  those  with  whidi  it  it  now  en* 


compassed-- to  impede  the  acquiation  of 
tbe  franchise  by  means  of  obstacles  vhick 
no  ordinary  claimant  can  reasonably  be 
expected  to  surmount ;  by  an  annual  ie» 
vision  grounded  on  matter  antecedent  to 
the  registry,  to  molest  the  voter  into  e 
relinquishment  of  the  privilege,  which  he 
had  been  sufficiently  unfortunate  to  at- 
tain, and  by  expedients  as  unworthy  ae 
their  purpose  is  discreditable,  to  narrow  the 
already  limited  constituency  into  dimen- 
sions still  more  contracted,  than  those  to 
which  it  has  been  already  reduced— these 
appear  to  the  supporters  of  the  bill,  intio> 
duced  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  ftr 
North  Lancashire,  to  be  purposes  consistent 
with  the  true  spirit  of  the  Reform  Bill; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  to  rescue  the 
franchise  from  the  ambiguities  with  whidh 
it  is  enveloped ;  to  remove  all  doabi  end 
difficulty  upon  a  subject  on  which  the 
judges  are  acknowledged  to  differ ;  to  tfj 
the  franchise  by  a  test  independent  of  tlw 
claimant's  oath,  and  thus  to  take  away  eU 
inducements  to  prevaricate ;  to  facilitate 
the  acquisition  of  the  franchise  by  the  le- 
gitimate claimant,  by  the  establi^ment  of 
some  unvarying  standard  of  his  rig^t,  end 
to  protect  that  right  against  any  uidne  end 
vexatious  endeavours  to  divest  him  of  its  en* 
joyment-4>y  these  means,  by  these  just,  sod 
honourable  means  to  create  a  constituencgr 
which  not  only  to  the  numbers,  but  to  the 
growing  wealth,  and  to  the  moral  and  so- 
cial improvement  of  the  Irish  people  shall 
be  in  some  degree  proportionate,— these 
appear  to  the  advocates  of  the  measure^ 
and  to  the  policy  of  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site, to  be  purposes  at  variance  with  the 
genius  of  the  Reform  Bill.  I  do  not  think 
so ;  I  regard  the  bill  of  my  noble  Friend 
as  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  principle 
on  which  the  Rnorm  Bill  was  founded,  as 
calculated  to  defend  and  fortify  the  Refons 
Bill  against  any  future  and  exoeedin^y 
probable  attempt  which  may  be  made  against 
it  by  the  noble  Lord*  I  regard  it  est 
means  of  allajing  the  ferment  which  at  pre-. 
sent  unhappUy  prevails  in  Ireland,  as  n 
means  of  recovering  the  attachment  and  the 
confidence  of  the  country  by  doing  what 
the  Member  for  Sallbrd,  Uie  representative 
of  a  ereat  English  constituenqr,  has  had. 
the  bddness  to  declare  to  be  TCj^uixed  hgr 
justice  to  Ireland.  What  is  justice  to  lie-, 
land?  Your  notions  of  it  i^vpear  to  me  tQ 
depend  far  less  upon  the  common  prindq 
ploi  of  equity,  than  upon  those  evenlft 
which  affect  dbe  rights  of  one  country  ift 
tbe  esaot  moisnio  m  which  tb^  iAol  tht 
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rights  and  the  interests  of  the  other.  Take 
as  an  example  what  hcfel  wlien  the  elective 
fhuichise  was  first  conceded  to  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland.  In  1792  their  petition  was  con« 
tumactousiy  flung  out  of  the  first  House  of 
Commons.  Six  months  elapsed.  Victory 
after  victory  had  heen  won  hy  France,  her 
fleets  were  upon  the  high  seas— justice  to 
Ireland  was  seen  in  a  new  light,  and  Mr. 
Pitt,  who  was  not  so  bold  a  man  as  the 
Member  for  Pembroke,  but  was  too  brave 
a  man  not  to  shrink  from  the  horrors  of  ci- 
vil warfare,  saw  that  the  conciliation  of 
three  millions  (^we  were  then  but  three 
millions)  was  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  country,  and  conceded  the  elective  fran- 
chiae.  It  deserves  to  be  remcmbercil  that 
the  present  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  was 
at  that  time  a  Member  of  the  Irish  House 
of  Commons,  strongly  enforced  the  neces- 
sity of  yielding  to  the  requisition  of  his 
Catholic  fellow-citijicns.  Thirty-six  years 
afVerwards  the  impressions  of  his  early  youth 
were  revived.  So  long  as  the  elective  fran- 
chise was  held  by  the  Catholic  tenant  in 
trust  for  the  Protestant  landlord,  so  long  as 
that  state  of  fortunate  subserviency  pre- 
vailed, of  which  the  noble  Lord  on  Monday 
last  gave  a  description  so  graphic,  not  un- 
accompanied by  the  desire  for  its  restora- 
tion, so  long  against  the  exercise  of  the 
elective  franchise,  no  complaint  was  made  3 
but  when  the  people  awakened  to  a  sense 
of  their  rights  and  of  their  dcgi-adation, 
when  the  inspiring  influence  of  that  associ- 
ation, which  the  noble  Lord  seems  to  be  at 
pains  to  revive,  pervaded  all  classes  of  the 
vast  community,  from  whose  wrongs  its 
existence  was  derived  ;— when  the  elec- 
tions of  Waterford,  and  of  Louth,  and  of 
Clare,  had  given  evidence,  that  with  the 
augmenting  numbers,  the  moral  energies 
of  Ireland  had  expanded — then  and  not  till 
then,  against  tho  elective  franchise  as  an 
implement  of  liberty,  a  clamour  was  raised; 
in  1829  the  qualiflcation  was  raised,  and  if 
I  may  so  say,  Ireland  was  manumitted  with 
a  blow.  The  solvent  tenant  test  was 
establiBhed ;  against  that  test,  no  man  re- 
monstrated with  more  strenuousness  than 
a  young  patrician,  the  representative  of  a 
great  Whig  family^  who  stood  up  in  the 
House  of  Commons  as  an  advocate  of  the 
popular  rights,  and  who  was  in  some 
sort  their  hereditary  champion.  In  three 
yean  after,  an  opportunity  was  afforded 
him  of  carrying  his  large  and  liberal  views 
into  eflect— ^  him,  who  had  made  himself 
so  conspicuous  in  the  agitation  of  that 
•ventfbi  period,  the  Irish  ileform  Bill  was 


appropriately  confided— he  availed  hinuelf 
of  the  occasion  which  was  aiibrded  bim  of 
making  a  most  signal  improvement  an  the 
franchise,  and  acting  on  the  principles  wkidi 
he  had  professed  in  1829,  he  struck  out  the 
*' solvent  tenant  test.*'  Having,  however, 
abandoned  the  standard  of  reform,  and 
united  himself  with  the  men  by  whom 
Gatton  and  old  Sarum  had  been  to  the  kut 
defended,  having  leagued  himself  with 
that  Irish  party  which  he  had  deoounood, 
whose  petitions  he  now  presents,  and  ia 
whose  passions  he  participates;  this  con- 
spicuous convert,  as  if  to  make  a  repara- 
tion for  the  deep  wounds  which  he  had  in* 
flicted  upon  Toryism,  undertakes  the  tnik 
of  sweeping  away  the  constituencies  of 
Ireland,  and  with  this  view,  empowon 
every  landlord  to  drag  his  refractory  d»« 
pendent  once  a  year  before  the  eMislant 
barrister,  in  order  that  by  annually  ripping 
up  his  title,  he  may  worry  him  into  tho 
abandonment  of  the  franchise,  and  although 
there  is  not  a  man  in  this  House  who  does 
not  feel,  that  to  compel  the  claimant  to 
travel  some  ten,  or  twenty,  or  even  thirty 
miles  upon  a  miserable  pilgrimage  befbro 
the  judge  of  assise,  is  a  most  monstrous 
hardship,  although  those  very  judges  of 
ossixe  are  at  variance  with  each  other,  al- 
though the  elective  franchise  is  every  dc  j 
becoming  more  involved  in  legal  ambiguity 
and  judicial  doubt,  although  the  Chidf 
Baron  may  decide  at  Waterford  in  a  man- 
ner diametrically  opposite  to  a  chief  justkse 
at  Cork ;  although  the  spirit  of  contentkai 
has  ascended  the  bench  of  justice,  and 
even  into  the  judicial  conclave,  faction 
has  found  its  way,  yet,  despite  of  all 
this,  the  noble  Lord,  without  defining 
the  franchise,  presses  a  new  scheme  of 
registration  on,  involves  the  question  at 
issue  in  still  greater  doubt,  and  ren- 
dering the  acquisition  of  the  franchiao 
more  diflicult,  turns  all  this  confusion  to 
account,  and  shows  himself  reckless  of 
every  consequence,  provided  tbe  purposes, 
the  bad  and  factious  purposes,  of  obstruction 
are  secured.  And  of  bis  purposes,  who 
that  heard  him  on  Monday  night  can  en» 
tertain  a  doubt  ?  By  whom  indeed  can  a 
doubt  be  entertained,  who  heard  him  lay 
down  tho  rules  by  which  the  political  rein* 
tions  of  landlord  and  of  tenant  ought  to  bo 
regulated,  who  heard  him  ostentatiously 
proclaim  himself  the  advocate  of  a  wralchsdy 
miserable  dependence,  who  heard  hiss 
proclaim  what  the  most  invctentc  Toty 
would  have  hesitated  to  utter?  li  is  ■■ 
welly  however,  that  tbe  peo|ile  of  Engbnd 
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^uld  know  what  mauner  of  roan  has  he* 
come  the  standard  bearer  of  Torjimn.     It 
is  as  well  that  he  should  have  disclosed  a 
sentiment,  which  beyond  every  thing  else 
will  prove  to  the  people  of  this  country  the 
necessity  of  arresting  the  audacious  spirit 
of  oligarchical  intimidation^  and  of  pro- 
viding the  voter  with  a  shield,  by  which, 
against  a  system  of  avowed  and  open  ter^ 
rorism,  some  protection  for  the  consciences 
and  the  liberties  of  Englishmen  may  be 
provided.     By  these  declarations  the  noble 
Lcnrd  has  done  good  service,  for  he  will 
put   England  on    her    guaitl,   as   by   his 
bill   he    has  been    the   involuntary   pro« 
meter  of  the  measure  brought    forward 
by  my  noble  Friend«    If  the  noble  Lord 
had  not  committed    an   aggression   upon 
the  Irish  franchise,  if  he  had  not  aimed 
at  it  a  blow,   not  the    less  mortal    be. 
cause  it  is  an  insidious  one,  if  while  he 
affects  to  do  little  mora  than  change  the 
machinery  of  the  Reform  Bill,  he  did  not 
so    change    its    working,    as   utterly    to 
counteract  its  intent ;    if  he  had  not  en- 
deavoured to  establish   in   Ireland    some 
twenty  close  counties,  over  which  a  kind 
of  Tory  gentlemen  should  exercise  the  pri- 
vileges of  nomination;  if  he  be  not  en- 
gaged in  these  courses,  so  formidifble  a  re* 
action  would  not  have  been  produced,  and 
the  friends  of  the  popular  rights  would  not 
have  been  alive  to  the  necessity  of  strenu* 
ously  repelling  him,  of  not  only  forcing 
him  to  raise  the  siege,  but  of  securing  the 
Reform  Bill  against  every  future  attempt 
to  assail  or  to  undermine  it.     The  noble 
I^rd  has  thus  unwittingly  contributed  to 
a  measure,  which  he  endeavours  to  injure, 
by  saying  that  in  point  of  machinery,  it 
bears  analogy  to  his  own.     He  roust,  how- 
ever, have  relied  on  the  simplicity  of  the 
Gentlemen  who   surrounded  him.      The 
noble  Lord  grants  an  annual  revision  upon 
matter  antecedent  to  registry,  and  an  ap- 
peal to  the  judge  of  assiise  on  questions  of 
fact ;  the  bill  of  my  noble  Friend  grants  a 
revision  on  matter  subsequent  to  r^^ry, 
and  an  appeal  only  on  matters  of  law,  which 
do  not  require  the  claimants  presence.    But 
I  pass  to  the  rate.     You  who  insisted  on 
the  rate  being  employed  as  a  test  of  the 
municipal  franchise,  before  the  Poor-law 
was  passed,  cry  out  against  the  rate  being 
employed  as  the  test  of  the  Parliamentary 
franchise,  when  the  Poor-law  is  in  active 
operation,  although  it  is  obvious,  that  by 
the  rate,  perjury  will  be  put  dowiu    Bat 
the  valuation  is  uncertain ;  not  surely  so 
uncertain  as  the  present  franehiiOi  whicbt 


to  perjury,  which,  to  faoltous  cootenlaoMb 
which,  to  iudicial  factions  opens  the  door. 
Some  of  the  judses  have  anoounoed,  that 
they  will  not  alnde  by  the  deci^on  of  tlw 
majority*    At  this  determination  the  hoa. 
and  learned  Member  for  Exeter*  who  Ihb 
arrived  at  a  far  more  absolute  eertaiii^ 
with  regard  to  the  franchise  of  the  peoplei, 
than  he  exhibited  with  reference  to  tho  pifc 
vileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  is  iomg- 
nant  The  violation  of  a  rule  ofpnMfciceeK^ 
cites  the  emotions  of  the  learned  Gentlenuui ; 
annihilate  the  frandiise,  and  his  oomposure  k 
undisturbed ;  but  infringe  a  judidal  umm 
and  all  his  resentments  are  aroused.  ^Smm 
(exdairoed  Lord  Chatham,  in   leplj  le 
a  mellifluous  pleader,  who,  with  piiihi 
sionid  suavity,  was  endeavouring  to  induee 
their  representatives  to  ncrifioe  thelibeftiei 
of  the  people),  Shake,"  exckdined  hoti 
Chatham,  '*  the  whcde  oonilitution  to  llie 
centre,  and  the  lawyer  will  sit  tranqinl  ia 
his  cabinet,  but  touch  a  single  eobweb  kk 
Westmioster*haU,  and  every  startled  spidv 
will  crawl  out  in  its  defence."    But  doea 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  oonoeive, 
that  by  his  criticism  on  the  Irish  judfo^ 
those  learned  functionaries  will  be  tenraafl 
into  the  ncrifioe  of  their  opinions  I  aiiA  if 
no  such  hope  is  entertained,  wheiefine  it  it, 
that  no  remedy  is  applied  to  an  evil  of  whoM 
existence,  and  of  whose  enormity  no  doabi 
can  be  entertained?     Why  does  not  lbs 
noble    Lord  define  the   franchise?      In^ 
stead  of  doing  so,  he  denounces  the  Go. 
vemment  for  proposing  what  is  no  mora 
than  an  equivalent  for  the  franchise  of  18S% 
according  to  its  fair  and  just  definition  9 
Whose  definition  shall  I  take  ?  Sir  Midmel 
O'Logblin's.    The  noUe  Lord  culled  out 
of  Sir  Midiael  O'Logfalin's  bill  every  thing 
that  would  serve  his  turn,  hut  he  took  cara 
to  put  the  antidote,  the  definitkm  of  die 
frandiise,  aside.  Will  you  pass  Sir  Micheil 
0*Loghlin'sbUl  as  it  Stands?    No.  Wkife 
right  then  have  yon*  of  mere  fmgaenta  of 
that  bill  to  make  a  disinaennous  nn?    Mir 
Michael  CyLoghlin^s  definition  eortmptmib 
with  the  enlarged  view  ef  the  noUe  Lord  in 
1829,and  1832;  andof  thislranchiMtheM 
rata  is  no  more  than  tlie  eqtdvaknt     Bal 
it  will  create  a  pauper  constitueney,  indsefc 
sweep  awmy  the  fieeroen,  whose  privilege 
you  have  preserved  for  generatioBi  of  Pro» 
Want  pa^lpaism  yet'^mto    end  the* 
talk  about  a  poor  eonatitueney.    The  §L 
rate  will  give  to  Irdand  a  eonstitaeiMfl 
commensurate  not  merely  with  the  nombeni 
but  the  wealth,  and  Uie  inteUigeaee^  el 
aa  indttstriouf,  e  sepidlj  pvgMra^  « 
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L,  4itKr,  iiiii  aiuracefi  aerobe.  Dsi 
ibe  rrjie  LjttL  ■▼nt-n  in  f»iSDiii  :r  'Lc 
tenuntuLUuns  if  Jis  pr^fler.-  i;:L:ll.LrJ£i 
"vhen  xesmre  rne  iiiT:  :r:n  Cu:l=eH  ^: 
ixeter.  ins  anihiiiBuai  zrjt  -i-:  M«:a:ii:r-  -j:ci- 
aistitm.  airsK  thac  fcrnwlfc-r*  Li  i.:*-rlr.'*d 
tiita  Towsr.  7r  lid  ne  inurir.i  "Li:  fj  •*•:-= 
jcrnainuii  rf  the  ncr*  *lcr:.^-.n  r.f  '.i-.zir*. 
dbe  jcuce  mi  arient  n::r. :  cf  l!*!.i::i 
wnald  be  eoTrfir.efi?  Tie  re^ple  of  Ir-r- 
kmii  arc  not  un^orth^  of  that  priri'.e-j*, 
«b:«  noble  c?TmfiL>sr''  i*.  'derived  fr^ra 
fRedom.  TheT  ar^  u  wc-!i  acq'jainted 
villi  ifaeir  righu  u  the  xnh;«bitanti  of  thii 
axmtrr.  Thev  know  the  .norr  of  Iriih 
fo&rni^  and  of  Rriti.ih  wron^^,  they  know 
tlie  xneanA  bv  which  their  enfranchuement 
was  achieved,  and  tliat  to  thr^se  means 
tfacj  can  again  resort,  if  unhappily  there 
shall  be  need  ;  they  know,  how  soon  after 
Catholic  emancipation  had  been  wninz 
fmm  you,  the  Tory  party  relapse  1  into  their 
former  habitudes ;  they  know  that  to  de- 
prive t^iem  of  the  benefit  of  British  consti- 
tution, when  the  Mn^liah  Municipal  Bill 
was  carried,  a  mou  unworthy  attempt  was 
made  ;  they  know  that  to  the  prejudices  of 
Englishmen  national  and  religious,  the 
stronge«l  stimulants  were  applied — they 
know  that  they  were  designated  as  aliens 
by  the  man  to  whom  you  mean  that  the  con- 
science of  your  Mjve reign  should  be  con- 
fided, they  know  ihut  again  and  again,  for 
the  barest  puqx)scs  of  faction,  the  infamous 
no-Popcry  cry  was  raised;  they  know  the 
bad  expedients  which  were  adopted  with 
the  concurrence  of  men,  who  ought  to  have 
shrunk  from  snch  an  enterprise,  to  drive 
their  rc))rcscntative8  from  the  House  of 
Commons;  they  know  the  history  of  the 
•S|K>ttisw(Kx1  gang,  and  of  that  history,  in 
the  measure  of  the  noble  Lord,  they  sec 
the  n))propriutc  and  consistent  postcript  ; 
tliev  know  the  measure  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  they  know  himself,  and  it  is  ns  well 
that  the  acfjuiiintaiice  should  Iw  rcriproral, 
and  that  he  should  know  that  never  with 
impunity  shall  hi:  do  them  wrong.  Mark 
the  c(m^C(Juen^u8  which  have  nlremly  fol. 
lowed  fiom  the  measure  of  the  noble 
Ix)rd.  A  year  ago  the  country  was 
nnifoundly  tranqtiil,  there  was  no  po- 
litical agitation,  there  were  no  gatherings 
of  the  |Hiiple,  the  public  mind  wtis  in  a 
state  of  miiescence; — the  fatal  l)ill  of  the  no- 
ble I«f)n!  is  pnNlured,  and  tlir  whole  coun- 
try is  thrown  into  confusion.  It  was  easy 
to  foresee  what  would  hui>]H.*n.  With  what 
inipressiveni'ss  my  hon.  r  riesid,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dr'>ghvdai  whu  has  su  deep  a  con- 
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x:z,    tfCiTiiih^i   :rj:  \^   does   ::i:c  hxaiself 

TVs/:.  tV-tz  IT.-*  enterrriie  btro  w!ssL4t  he 

'•M  bes"!  V   reci'.esaS'  h^rrisL     1^x5  lie, 

■»h.-  Vi:  &  few  day?  lao.  xsked  :fce  5< 

tijT  f:r  F.rfe-^rr.  Arjirs  i  c  je»Qca  » 

c:er.t.:.u,  ioe»  he.  who  te  '>ir  ft3reOT  rela- 

ti'rr.*  d*>:«  n.:r  -rcear  :o  be  whcliv  ia^ffer- 

e-s:,  tLL-.k  rhia  a  the  t:=e.  that  this  is  the 

befi::ir.g  time,  ?.->  fill  the  hearts  cf  milKoai 

with  feeliny-  of  ^^eep,  of  ras< 

•iL*contCT!t  ?  While  France t»  anBin^r  yoa 

'iijf ranch isinz — while  France  calls  forth  ber 

legions    you     are    cutuog 

,  down — while  round  the  circuit  of  her 

:  capital,  fortre>ses  are  raised  by  Fracce,  yoa 

;  are  levelling   the    great   moral  faulvaiks 

j  from  which  the  best  secuncy   is  derived. 

i  Is  there  not  cause  to  apprehend  that  de- 

:  prived  of  that  security,  and  conscious  of  tke 

!  diminution   of  her  pocver,   England   nay 

be  compelled  to  recede  from  the  glorious 

positiun  to  which  &he  has  been  raised,  by  a 

loft V- minded    statesman  ?      But    for   tlie 

relinquish  men  t  of  her  interests,  and  tlie 

deterioration     of    her     dignity,    and    hi 

the    Inglorious    gratification    of    putting 

Ireland    down,   an   ignominious    compen* 

Kition    will,    I    suppise,    be    found.      If 

foreign    cabinets   cannot   be  baffled,   Irish 

agitation    will   at   all   events  be   crushed. 

Popish  multitudes  will  at  all  events  be  put 

to  flight,  the  victories  of  faction,  the  Ter- 

diets  of  marshalled  juries  will  be  won,  and 

amidst  the  acclamations  of  exulting  orange* 

men  from  the  precincts  of  Dublin  Castlet 

their  ensanguined  banner  will  be  unfurled. 

The  debate  was  again  adjourned. 


nors  K   OF    LORDS, 
T/iursdayf  February  25,  1 84 1  • 

MrnriTRH.]  P«.-litions|ireMiitr«1.  Uy  Ixml  Broofthmi,  flnom 
KinruM,  for  tlie  Rek-aiie  of  I'rmt.  Willuuiu,  mkI  Joim, — 
Jly  I  he  Mari|uru  **(  Niirinanby,  aful  l^inl  Bniuj[haDi, 
nrfim  (ilanf^iw,  fur  the  Kqiiall^atioo  of  the  Uutic*  uo  Co- 
ImilaJ  l*njducr. 

I'ktty  Sessions.]  The  Earl  of  Devon 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Petty 
Sessions  Bill.  He  felt  conBdcnt  when 
their  I/)rdsbips  should  have  come  fully 
aware  of  the  present  state  of  the  law,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  operated  upon 
public  interests,  they  would  agree  with 
bin)  that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  al- 
tered ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  coDti* 
dered  that  the  present  bill  would  effect  Ite 
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Decessary  remedy.  Tbe  propositiODS  on 
which  he  fentured  to  ground  his  hopes 
that  their  Lordships  would  proceed  with 
this  bill  were,  that  the  present  state  of  the 
law  with  regard  to  the  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  offenders,  in  which  the  circum- 
stances were  simple  and  the  pecuniary 
value  small,  presented  anomalies  which  it 
would  be  extremely  desirable  to  have  re- 
moved. The  present  state  of  the  Taw 
operated  most  injuriously  upon  various 
prosecutors  and  offenders.  It  was  his 
firm  conviction  that  a  bill  of  this  kind  was 
necessary,  and  hence  he  had  brought  in  a 
similar  bill  the  year  before  last,  which  was 
not  persevered  in ;  but  a  committee  was 
appointed,  and  he  would  refer  to  the  re- 
port of  that  committee,  to  show  that  the 
committee  were  favourable  to  bis  views, 
and  that  the  present  state  of  the  law  had 
failed  to  encourage  prosecutions  when  pu- 
nishment ought  to  follow  the  committal  of 
crime.  A  great  deal  of  evidence,  which 
was  highly  important  to  ihe  consideration 
of  the  present  question,  had  been  taken 
before  that  committee.  The  noble  Lord 
read  long  extracts  from  the  evidence,  to 
show  the  necessity  that  existed  for  some 
such  measure  as  he  proposed.  The  noble 
Lord  concluded  with  moving  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  was  not 
aware  that  the  bill  stood  for  a  second 
reading  that  evening.  He,  however,  had 
listened  to  the  noble  Earl's  explanation 
with  great  attention,  and  he  certainly  was 
not  prepared  to  oflfer  any  opposition  to 
the  measure  in  its  present  stage.  Fur- 
ther than  this,  he  would  promise  to  con- 
sider the  provisions  of  the  bill  one  by  one, 
and  to  determine  which  of  them  it  would 
be  desirable  to  invest  with  the  power  of 
law.  By  assenting  to  the  second  reading 
of  the  bill,  he  was,  he  conceived,  only  ad- 
mitting what  was  already  sufficiently  clear; 
namely,  that  the  present  condition  of  the 
law  was  anomalous,  and  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  ascertain  whether  a  system  of 
summary  conviction  could  not  be  adopted, 
and  how  far  the  obvious  convenience  and 
substantial  justice  of  such  a  system  could 
compensate  for  what  would,  no  doubt,  lie 
felt  by  many  persons  to  be  a  great  evil; 
namely,  the  abrogation  of  trial  by  jury  in 
certain  cases.  At  present  he  would  not 
say  more ;  he  assented  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  would  give  his  best  assistanoe 
to  render  its  provisions  as  peifect  as  pos- 
sible. 


Lord  EUenbanmgk  said,  that  from  his 
experience  in  the  dbtrict  in  which  hs 
lived,  he  thought  it  was  hardl;|f  potiible 
that  the  bill  could  be  carried  mto  effeel 
there.  It  would  be  impossible  to  securs 
the  attendance  of  magistrates  every  forlF 
night.  Every  gentleman  in  the  distriet, 
who  ought  to  be  a  magistrate,  was  in  ths 
commission ;  and  yet  they  were  very  few 
in  number.  He  hardly  knew  bow  his 
own  absence  was  supplied  when  he  was 
in  town.  He  feared  the  same  objection, 
arising  out  of  the  limited  number  of  mn* 
gistrates,  would  apply  to  many  other  ptrts 
of  the  country.  He  was  fully  aware  of 
the  inconvenience  of  the  existing  systeoi, 
which  the  bill  of  his  noble  Friend  pro* 
fessed  to  remedy.  In  many  instanoes 
persons  accused  of  small  offences,  of  wbieh 
probably  they  would  be  acquitted,  wert 
confined  for  several  months  before  Immg 
brought  to  trial.  This  was  a  serious  hsid* 
ship  on  those  individuals.  Another  etil 
was  this,  that  frequently  when  a  man  was 
committed  for  trial  for  some  petty  offenee, 
his  wife  and  children  would,  the  next  day, 
apply  to  the  board  of  guardians  for  relief. 
He  very  much  desired  to  see  a  remedy 
applied  to  evils  of  this  nature,  but  be 
feared  that  in  many  parts  of  the  connlrj 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  the  ftt* 
sent  bill  into  execution. 

The  Marquess  o(  Salisbury  approved  ef 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  thought  that 
some  of  its  details  might  be  improved  in 
committee. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that  in  assentine 
to  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  he  wished 
it  to  be  understood  that  he  would  not 
thereby  consider  himself  committed  to  its 
principle.  He  was  glad  his  noble  Friend 
had  brought  the  suhiect  before  the  House, 
and  his  noble  Friend  deserved  thegreateijt 
possible  commendation  for  the  pains  which 
he  had  bestowed  upon  it.  That  the  ex* 
isUng  system  was  productive  of  great  evib 
every  one  admitted,  but  whether  the  pm* 
sent  bill  provided  the  best  mode  of  xti^ 
moving  those  evils,  was  a  question  wbioli 
he  was  not  then  prepared  to  decide.  He 
would  not  say  a  word  against  the  bill, 
and  only  wished  it  not  to  be  supposed 
that  he  had  made  op  his  mind  in  its  h^ 
▼oar.  He  hoped  that  his  noble  Friead 
would  afford  the  Lew  Lords  ample  oppose, 
tunity  for  considering  the  bill,  and  Ar 
taking  the  sense  of  the  House  vpon  in 
principle,  if  they  objected  to  it.  That 
might   be  done  open  the  qoestioa  :iir 
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briogiog^  up  the  report  of  the  committeey 
or  for  ihe  third  reading^. 

The  Earl  of  Devon  said,  that  he  would 
attend  to  the  auggestiona  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend* 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Case  or  Ma.  Snow  Harris.]  The 
Earl  of  Mount  Edgecumbe  had  intended 
to  move  for  some  papers,  in  order  to  give 
the  first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  whom  he 
saw  in  his  place,  an  opportunity  of  offer- 
ing any  explanation  he  might  think  pro- 
per respecting  the  case  of  Mr.  Snow 
Harris,  as  to  whom  an  idea  was  generally 
entertained  that  he  had  been  unfairly 
treated  by  the  Admiralty.  Circum- 
stances, however,  had  occurred,  else- 
where which  induced  him  to  suppose  that 
the  attention  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty was  at  present  turned  to  the  sub- 
ject. If  the  noble  Lord  would  state  that 
such  was  the  case  he  would  rest  content 
for  the  present ;  but  if  he  stated  the  con- 
trary,  he  would  give  notice  that  he  would 
move  for  certain  papers. 

The  Earl  of  Minto  said,  he  did  not 
precisely  understand  what  the  noble  Earl's 
object  was. 

The  Earl  of  Mount  Edgecumbe  said,  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  had  at  present  under  their  con- 
sideration any  claim  of  Mr.  Snow  Harris 
to  remuneration  on  account  of  his  inven- 
tion for  preventing  accidents  occurring  to 
ships  by  lightning? 

The  Earl  of  Minto  said,  that  nothing 
in  the  shape  of  negotiation  between  Mr. 
Harris  and  the  Admiralty  was  in  progress 
at  present;  but  very  recently — within  a 
few  days — Mr.  Hurris  had  made  a  claim 
to  a  large  amount  upon  the  Admiralty. 
The  Admiralty  had  informed  that  Gentle- 
man that  they  were  not  prepared  to  re- 
commend any  remuneration  on  such  a 
scale  RS  that  to  which  he  seemed  to  con- 
sider himself  entitled.  If  the  committee 
appointed  on  this  subject  adopted  a 
pkn  which  was  more  desirable  than  that 
suggested  by  the  Gentleman  alluded  to, 
he  did  not  say,  that  he  might  not  have 
some  ground  for  remuneration.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  shupe  of  negotiation 
pending  at  the  present  moment  between 
Mr.  Iltirris  and  the  Admiraltv.  lie  did 
not  mean  to  say,  that  the  Admiralty  was 
not  open  to  consider  his  claims  ;  but  he 
could  not  say,  that  he  was  himself  favour- 
able to  them. 


aiSm. 


lOM 


The  Earl  of  Mount  Edgecmmbe  under* 
stood  the  noble  Lord  to  conient  to  entar- 
tain  this  claim.  If  his  decision  with  ra- 
gaid  to  it  did  not  satisfy  the  claiina  of 
justice,  he  (Lord  Mount  Edgecumbe) 
should  bring  forward  the  question  again. 

Subject  at  an  end — House  adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  February  25,  1841. 

IfiiruTKa]    BilL     Rnd  a  anfc  time:— Pnodiid  AiMHa 
roentt. 

Petitions  presentetL  By  Mr.  CorbaUy,  ttam  Uw  cnuiitki  of 
Kerry,  Cavan,  and  MaaUi,  JVr.  Fitqwtridi,  firom  Qmtti% 
County  Mr.  Radington.  from  Galway,  Sir  W.  TTiwuiii 
vUle,  from  Loutii,  and  Tyrone,  Mi^or  Bryan,  ftom  ClaiCt 
Mijor  Mamamara,  from  Claie,  Colonel  Rawdon,  ttom 
Kerry,  Tyrune,  and  Arma^,  Mr.  W.  Rodie,  fton  U- 
merick.  Dr.  Stock,  from  Tippemy,  Mr.  Fkeneh.  fto^ 
RocoomnKin,  the  O'Connor  Don,  troax  Roioommaa  and 
Galway,  Mr.  M.  J.  OTonnell,  from  Kerry,  Lord  BmImi. 
aon,  from  DuUin,  and  Kildaie,  Mr.  Ot^ooBBO.  ftoM 
Loi^ford,  Clare,  Antrim,  Donegal,  Caikm,  Dora.  T|^ 
rone,  Roicomroon,  Wexford,  Widilow,  Cavan.  FcnUH 
nagh.  Westmeath,  Gatway.  Cork,  Dctry,  and  Qoagini 
County,  Mr.  Hume,  from  Cavan,  Klngf*  Conoly.  mH 
Kilkenny,  Mr.  Gisbonie,  from  Londoodeny,  Sir  R.  Fte- 
guMon  from  Londonderry,  Lord  Clements,  from  Ldlriai^ 
Mr.  Villiert  Stuart,  from  Wateilbni,  Mr.  E.  Roete^  fhm 
Cork,  Mr.  Henry  Grattan  from  Meatb,  Mi— ghm.  C^ 
^-an,  and  Fermanagh,  Mr.  Jamc*  Gnttan,  from  Wlck^ 
low,  Mr.  Shell,  from  Tlpperary,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  OrRrtai^ 
from  Limerick,  In  tknxui  at  Lmd  Morpefh*!  IrWi  Riglp. 
tration  BilL^By  Cokmel  Pereival,  from  SUfOi  In  tnmm 
of  Lord  Stanley's  Irish  Regiatxation  BUL-^  Mr.  Hod* 
ges,  from  Canterbury,  Kent,  and  Merthyr  Tydvil,  Mr. 
Fielden,  from  Leeds,  and  several  oUiar  plant  111  Varil« 
Lancashire,  Somerset,  aud  Wales,  Captain  VuA 
Arundel,  Mr.  Darby  from  Northiaro  (Sostt),  Sir  i 
Butdctt,  from  N(nth  Wilti,  Mr.  Bnmeton,  fton 
and  Cokmel  Thomae  Wood,  from  fitiartbrt  Ja-ttwr,  ftv 
the  AmeUoiation  ol  tiMpresenk  Pioor-lawi».^B7  Mr.  SlMff, 
from  Letter-press  Printers  of  Dublin,  for  Inquiry  Into 
thdr  cooduet. 

Collisions  at  Sea.]  Viscount  ^cm* 
don,  seeing  his  right  hon.  Friend  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  In  hit 
place,  begged  to  call  his  attention  to  • 
report  which,  in  consequence  of  recent 
events,  had  become  one  of  great  public 
interest.  He  was  sure  that  the  attention 
of  his  riglit  hon.  Friend  must  have  been 
called  to  ihe  melancholy  occurrences  thfti 
of  late  bad  happened  more  than  once, 
and  to  the  great  loss  of  life  that  had 
taken  place  upon  the  high  seas,  inconse- 
quence of  tlie  absence  of  a  distinct  rule  ia 
regard  to  steamers  when  they  met,  ai  to 
which  side  each  should  take  in  paasin|f. 
The  House  was  no  doubt  aware  that  rules 
had  existed  for  a  great  length  of  time  with 
regard  to  sailing  vessels,  by  which  eol« 
lisions  of  this  kind  had  been  avoided.  He 
wished  to  ask  whether  the  Governmeat 
had  any  intention  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  subject,  or  whether 


IMl 


Arm  ftrtieid). 


{Fife. 
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llrtf  would  Imitg  in  an; 
to  >tT 

Mr.  Laboachert  tsid,  that  the  asbjeci 
hid  occupied  the  ttuntioa  of  the  OoTern- 
ment  wttb  the  tiew  lo  lome  legialati*e  in- 
lerrerence  with  regard  to  it ;  but  in  ron- 
sullingwith  certain  indindnala  whow  an- 
thority  he  considered  wat  of  great  weight, 
he  found  they  were  airongly  of  opinion 
that  it  wai  not  deairable  to  legiilate  on 
the  lubjeci.  The  Trinity  Houie  bad 
issued  regulations  regarding  iteemera  and 
their  lights.  These  regulations  were  en- 
forced in  (he  case  uf  their  own  vessels, 
and  were  adopted  by  ihe  Admiralty  and 
OoTernmeni  iteameis.  These  rules  bad 
also  been  circulated,  and  been  generally 
adopted  in  the  steam  trade  of  the  country. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  qaeation 
waS)  wliethcr  it  were  deairable  to  giTe  to 
these  rules  the  validity  of  an  enactment. 
As  he  had  before  said,  this  was  not  cod- 
tidered  lo  be  advisable  by  those  who  were 
the  beat  judges  in  the  matter.  He  be- 
lieved ihe  rules  for  sailing  vessels,  and  for 
carriages  and  vehicles  on  high  roads,  all 
rested  on  custom  alone,  and  not  on  en- 
actment. At  the  same  time  he  had  no 
doubt  that  any  court  of  law  would  viait 
with  severe  penalties  any  infringement  of 
iheae  roles  arising  from  carelessneaa  or 
neglect.  He  thought  it  desirable  that 
foreign  steamers,  especially  those  which 
entered  the  waters  of  this  countrjt  ahould 
adopt  the  same  rulea  as  our  own,  but  this 
could  be  accomplished  better  by  general 
content  then  by  any  particular  enactment. 
He  could  only  say  that,  after  the  beat 
conaideration  which  he  had  been  able  tn 
give  to  ihc  subject,  he  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  hitroduce  any  bill  relating 
thereto. 

Lord  Sandon  inquired  wbelher  any 
communicHiions  had  taken  place  with 
foreign  powers  on  ihe  aubject  7 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  that  no  fonnal 
communications  had  taken  place. 

Arms  (Ieeland).]  Mr,  Sergeant 
Jaektoa  begged  lo  aik  the  noble  Lord  the 
SecrelaTy  for  Ireland  whether  it  were  Ihe 
intention  of  the  Government  to  effect  any 
change  in  the  law  with  regard  to  the  re- 
gistralion  of  arms  in  Ireland,  as  it  waa 
generally  understood  that  arma  bad  got 
into  the  hands  of  improper  persona  in 
various  parts  of  that  country? 

Viscount  Morpeth  beliend,  tbal  Ihera 
were  powers  which  might  be  eieiciw))  hf  \ 


die  magitMcT  to  fi*«dy  that  avU.    TU 

Oovernmeot  bad  r«oei«ed  ■ 


tiona  on  that  aubject,  bat  tbey  i 
quits  ceitain  whether  ibtn  Wote  ilot 
aufficient  power  in  the  law  at  it  nt  pieaaal 
stood,  wttboDt  calling  Ibr  it^  boUI* 
ments, 

Mr.  O'ComneB  witlied  to  know  whetlw 
Ihe  nobla  Lord  meant  to  confirm  tbe>tel»« 
ment  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Oe<illBnUi« 
that  arms  bad  got  into  tbo  bands  of  »« 
proper  pertona  ? 

Mr.  Sergeant  JaekMom  had  made  iha 
statement  on  the  aulhoriiy  of  maginratatj 

ViseoBot  Morpeth  ssid,  there  were  somri 
iostancea  in  which  be  had  reaaon  tobelief* 
that  arma  had  got  into  the  hand*  of  in* 
prc^r  peraons. 

Import  Dittiks  (West  Iwdijh).'! 
Mr.  £.  Tennenl  wished  to  aak  a  queaiiM 
of  the  noble  Lord  the  Secfetaiy  ot  Ihtf 
Colonies  in  regard  lo  a  subject  Whitih  had 
excited  great  seoiation  atnong  the  tioHt- 
mercial  classes.  It  was  well  known  th*t 
the  legislature  of  Jamaica  had  paUed'M 
act  imposing  an  import  duty  of  five  ptt 
cent,  on  all  goods  impdited  ibU  that 
colony.  He  feared  thai  this  wOiild  o|>eraU 
most  injuriously  to  oiir  commerce,  had  hi 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Coldnial  Abt 
was  likely  to  be  conltrmed  by  her  MBj(U<f*< 
Government  J 

Lord  John  Ruiull  s&id,that  OovemiMnt 
had  received  notice  of  such  a  meSMte,  bbt 
they  had  not  as  yet  come  to  Itny  deeisidn 
in  regard  to  it. 

GouHTT  Courts.]  Sir  E.  SagtUn 
laid  that  the  noble  Lofd(Lord  J.  RuMall) 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  lopmoaed 
to-morrow  first  with  the  Customa  Dntisi 
Bill  and  Secondly  with  lb*  County  Cmrta 
Bill.  Now,  he  bad  not  the  least  oInecUM 
lo  ibe  noble  Lord's  proceeding  with  tJu 
first  bill,  but  with  regard  to  the  County 
Govrta  BUI,  he  thought  that  it  ought  not 
lo  be  proceeded  with  until  the  Looa) 
Courts  Bill  was  before  the  House.  Should 
it  be  proposed  to  proceed  with  that  bill 
to-morrow,  he  ahould  feel  it  his  duty  t» 
move  that  it  be  read  a  aecoud  time  Iktt 
day  four  mootha. 

Lord  Joktt  BueteU  said,  that  be  meant 
to  propose  Lord  Kaane'a  annuity  bill  as 
the  first  Order  of  tbn  Day  to-morrow,  and 
then  to  take  the  bill  for  iba  equalizatKui 
d(  the  dutiea  on  East-India  run.  t(f 
could  DO*  apeak  witb  cetUinty  at  to  tlw, 
other  order*  being  p»ceadea  with,  bf.. 
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thftt  ffsckdj  fSgygfliigrf  ca  vkttker  cLefe  [  Tlie  Sptaiir  »id.  tfatt  aeeoidiac  to  the 
■hrwiii  be  sacienc  dxe  Bar  ukin^  tA^n  •  rules  of  the  Hooae,  the  Ordcn  of  the  Day 
mw  comauierkJLctL,  |  for  Wedneadaj   vere  proceeded  «itk  la 

S;r  £.  Smg^dM  said  he  Biac  cbjecC  to  the  regnUr  ocder  in  vhich  thej  ttoad: 
poroecdiii^  vita  the  Cocnty  Courts  BJI  that  on  Mood  ays  and  Fridays  the  Govct»- 
aatd  the  Local  Coarts  Bid  shoald  be  be-  meat  Orden  had  precedence,  and  thmt 
fore  the  House.  Many  Members  hid  there  was  do  precise  mle  for  Tharsdajs. 
pfepared  theBselves  voder  the  idea  that  Lord  Jakm  RitsseU  said,  that  be  could 
the  tvo  bciis  vere  to  be  discnsaed  to^etiier,  net  allov  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  of 
ud  as  they  both  fcrmed  part  of  cae  great  vaich  the  hoo.  Member  had  made  meo- 
■easnre  he  should  certaioly  object  :o  pro-  tioo,  to  pass  vithoot  making  oppoaitioa  lo 
cceding:  with  the  one  wicho::t  the  ccber.        it.     If,  however,  the  Kcond  reading  were 

Sir  Robert  Peel  thoazht  the  noble  Lcrd    carried  he  would  give  no  opposition  to  it 
had    misunderstood    his  r^iit   bca.   and    in  its  next  stage, 
learned  Friend.     He  did  act   press  the 

noble  Lord  to  fix  the  exict  precedence  in  Parliaxesttart  Voters  (Ikelakd). 
wbich  the  orders  should  iae  taken,  bat  he  —  Adjocuxed  Debate  —  (  FouaxH 
merely  stated  his  opinion  that,  as  there  Djt-.]  The  Order  of  the  Day  haviag 
were  two  bills  on  the  same  subject,  cae  of    been  read, 

which  was  printed  and  the  other  was  not.  31  r.  MUmes  Gaskell  said,  that  after  the 
it  would  be  belter  not  to  proceed  with  the  leoftb  to  which  the  debate  on  this  bill  httd 
discussion  of  the  first  bill  until  the  second  already  been  protracted,  and  after  the 
should  be  printed,  so  that  the  Members  amount  of  local  and  of  legal  infermalioo 
might  have  the  whole  subject  before  them  which  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  ilt 
ere  they  proceeded  to  debate  it ;  and  he  details,  it  would  be  most  unpardonable  in 
accordingly  requested  the  noble  Lord  to  '  him,  who  was  comparatively  but  little 
postpone  the  consideration  of  the  one  bill  conversant  with  the  subject,  to  trespasa  at 
until  the  other  should  be  printed.  This  any  length  upon  the  attention  of  the 
was  a  request  so  reasonable  in  itself,  that  House.  But  there  was  a  question  whidi 
he  felt  convinced  that  when  the  discussion  ■  he  heard  constantly  asked  out  of  doota, 
came  on  to-morrow  the  noble  Lord  would  '  and  which  it  was  fitting  should  be 
accede  to  it;  and  he  thought  it  would  be  in  that  House  ttll  it  obuined  a  distinct 
much  better  the  noble  Lord  should  at  ,  definite  answer  from  those  to  whom  it  «aa 
once  say,  that  he  would  not  proceed  wiih  ■  addressed ;  viz.,  how  it  happened  that  her 
the  bill  to-morrow.  Majesty's   Ministers  —  how    it   happeaed 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  thought,  that  when  the  '  that  the  very  men  who  had  procured  iha 

Xiestioo  came  on  he  should  be  able  to  ;  assent  of  Parliament  to  the  Reform  Bill, 
ow  the  House  sufficient  reason  for  pro-  )  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  the 


ceeding  with  the  second  reading. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Punishment  of  Death.]  Mr.  Kellff 
said,  that,  undcrslandingthe  Orders  of  the 
Day  had  been  called  on,  and  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  chosen  which  of  the 
Orders  of  tlie  Day  should  have  the  priority, 
he  (Mr.  Kelly)  would  take  the  liberty  of 
stating  that  it  had  been  certainly  his  in- 
tention, in  rase  the  Order  of  the  Day  for 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  Abo- 
lition of  the  Punishment  of  Death  had 
been  called  on,  to  have  moved  the  second 
reading  of  that  bill,  in  the  hope  that  it 
would  suit  the  convenience  of  the  House, 
and  to  allow  that  bill  to  be  read  a  second 
time  pro  forma.  He  wished  to  ask  if  the 
noble  I«ord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
nies had  a  right  to  fix  which  ol  the  Orders 


of  the    Day    should  be   proceeded  with.  |  removal  of  acknowledged   abwes^ 


Reform  Bill  was  to  be  a  final  measure. 
should  be  the  very  men  to  come  down  to 
that  House  with  a  proposition  for  reroodeU 
ling  the  entire  constituency  of  Ireland  ? 
how  it  happened  that  the  right  bon.  Gen- 
tleman, tlie  Secretary  at  War,  who  had 
told  them  in  1831,  that  the  Reform  Bill 
was  to  be  a  final  settlement,  till  large 
towns  sprang  up  in  the  wilds  of  Galwey, 
should  tell  them  in  1841,  that  a  measure 
for  reducing  the  Irish  qualification  by  one- 
half,  was  a  matter  so  unimportant^  that  it 
was  only  fit  to  be  considered  as  a  qoeslioQ 
of  detail.  If  they  had  been  told,  darhif 
the  course  of  the  last  Session  of  Parih^ 
meiit,  that  at  the  commenceroeot  of  the 
present  Session  her  Majesty's  Ministem 
would  come  down  with  such  a  proposition, 
and  that  not  content  with  refusing  to  no- 
quiesce  in  the  principle  of  a  bill  lor  tht 
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would  seek  to  embroil  that  qaestion  by  the 
introduction  of  another  bill  which  they 
knew  they  had  no  power  to  carry;    his 
(Mr.  Gaskell's)  belief  was,  that  such  an 
intimation    would    have  found    but  few 
Members  of  that  House  to  credit  it.    He 
was  confirmed   in  this  impression,  when 
lie  called  to  mind  that  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment had  not  only  opposed  a  motion 
of    ihe    hon.  and    learned   Member  for 
Dublin  for  an  alteration  in  the  franchise, 
but  that  they  had  resisted  a  proposition 
far  less  objectionable  and  far  less  unrea- 
sonable than  that  now  before  the  House ; 
namely,  a  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bridport  (Mr.  Warburton)  for  reporting 
progress  in  committee  upon  the  bill  of  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lan- 
cashire, with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of 
a  clause  for  the  mere  definition  of  the 
existing   qualification    in    Ireland.     The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  the 
Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
who  had  concluded  the  debate  last  night, 
had  made,  as  he  invariably  did  on  these 
occasions,  a  very  eloquent  and  a  very  dis- 
cursive speech ;  but  though  he  (Mr.  Gas- 
kell)  had  listened  with  mat  delight  to 
the  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  be 
was  bound  to  say,  that  he  had  heard  do 
answer  to  the  charges  which  had  been  pre- 
ferred against  her  Majesty's  Ministers  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Pembroke.    That  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
alleged     distinct    and     specific    charges! 
against  the  Government.    He  had  charged 
them  with  misapplying  the  patronage  of 
the  Crown.     He  had  charged  them  with 
giving  direct  encouragement  to  the  cause 
of  discord  and  agitation.   He  had  charged 
them  with  conferring  posts  of  honour  and 
emolument  upon   the   disturbers  of  the 
public  peace.     What  was  the  answer  to 
those  charges,  and  who  had  been  selected 
to  repel  them  ?   A  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  who   himself   a   Minister  of 
the    Crown,    had  voted  in  his  place  in 
Parliament  for  the  dismemberment  of  the 
Empire.    And  how  had  he  repelled  them  ? 
Had  he  attempted  to  deny  their  truth? 
No — but  he  had  sought  to  fasten  charges 
of  inconsistency  upon   two  Members  of 
that   House — charges    that   might    have 
had  some  meaning  as  evincing  soreness 
at  the    loss    of    their   services   on    the 
other  side,  but  which,  if  intended  at  a 
vindication   of   the   Government,  meant 
absolutely  nothing;  and  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  tell  the  right  hon.  and  Inmed 
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Gentleman,  with  all  respect  for  his  aMIU 
ties,  and  with  t  just  appreciation  of  liis 
great  powers  in  that  House,  that  the  mere 
fact  or  his  rising  across  the  way  as  a  Minis* 
ter  of  the  Crown,  after  the  opinions  he 
had  advocated,  and  the  course  he  iwd 
pursued  in  public  life,  constituted  in  itself 
a  sufficient  justification  for  the  noble  Lord 
(Lord  Stanley),  and  the  right  hon.  Baro* 
net  (Sir  J.  Graham),  in  having  left  the 
party  with  which  he  (Mr.  Sheil)  was  now 
connected.     The  right  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  concluded  his  speech  with 
a  protestation  of  his  loyalty  to  the  Throne, 
coupled  with  a  significant,  and  in  his  ^Mr. 
Gaskeirs)  opinion,  not  a  very  loyal  inti- 
mation, that  while  France  was  arming,  the 
demands  of  Ireland,  however  unreason- 
able, must  be  conceded.    The  right  boo. 
and  learned  Gentleman  had  descanted  et 
great  length  on  the  benefits  of  concessioOp 
but  he  had  not  told  them  what  had  been 
the  effect  of  the  concessions  which  had 
been   made  during  the  last  few  years  at 
the  instance  of  his  friends  around  him. 
He  had  not  told  them  how  the  assurancte 
of  content  and  gratitude  which  had  been 
made  by  himself  and  others  in  1829  bad 
been  kept  and  realised.     He  bad  not  fen* 
tnred  to  remind  them 

How  soon 
Height  will  recal  high  thoughts— how  soon 

unsav 
What  Signed  submission  swore—bow  ease  rs» 

cant 
Vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  as  void. 

But  he  (Mr.  Gaskell)  rejoiced  that  the 
I  ight  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  and  the 
Member  for  Edinburgh,  had  spoken  oat. 
He  rejoiced  that  under  the  pressure  of 
their  Parliamentary  supporters,  her  Me* 
jesty's  Ministers  had  been  compelled  to 
abandon  their  declarations  of  finality,  and 
to  unfurl  the  standard  of  democratie 
change.  It  enabled  them  to  fighl  the 
battle  of  the  constitution  upon  plain  and 
intelligible  grounds — it  called  on  Par- 
liament to  pronounce  aye  or  no  whether 
they  would  consent  to  tamper  with  the 
Reform  Act,  and  at  the  expiration  of  ten 
years  to  reopen  the  whole  question  of 
Parliamentary  Reform.  It  was  also  of 
no  small  value  on  another  account*  It 
drew  a  line  of  demareatioo  plainly  and 
distinctly  between  the  present  GovemmeDt 
and  the  Government  of  Lord  Grey^  and 
if  any  Gentleman  had  hitbato  been  nndec 
the  delusion,  that  her  Majesty's  Goverw* 
ment  as  et  present  ooostituteil  inherited 
3L 
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the  opinions  or  the  principles  of  the  Go- 
vernment of    Lord   Grey,   that  delusion 
would  have  been  effectually  dispelled  by 
the  introduction  of  the  bill  that  was  now 
lying  upon  their  Table.      He  was  glad 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  the 
sincerity  of  those  declarations  of  finality 
of  which  they  had  heard  so  much,  and  of 
ascertaining  whether  there  were  any  Gen- 
tlemen in  that  House  who  had  been  par- 
ties to  such  declarations,  and  had  hereto- 
fore    given    a    doubtful    and    unwilling 
support  to  her  Majesty's  Government,  who 
would  be  found  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill.     It  was  said, 
indeed,  by  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for   Drogheda  (Sir   \V.  Somerville),  that 
although  no  such  measure  had  been  in 
contemplation  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  Reform  Act,  it  had  since  become 
indispensable  from  the  diminution  which 
had  taken  place  in  the  numbers  of  the 
constituency  in  Ireland.     He  (Mr.  Gas- 
kell)   admitted,  that    circumstances   had 
changed  since  then,  but  he  had  a  strong 
impression  that  it  was  not  so  much  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  amount  of  Irish  constituencies, 
as  in  the  amount  of  Ministerial  majori- 
ties in  that  House  which  formed  the  his- 
tory of  this  bill.     What  it  might  be  quite 
safe  to  refuse  to  the  demands  of  unscru- 
pulous adherents,  when  you  had  a  majority 
of  three   hundred,  it  became   very  dan- 
gerous to  withhold  when  you  had  only  a 
majority   of  three.     But    he    owned    he 
greatly  doubted  whether  a  majority  of  that 
House  would  be  found  prepared  to  advance 
one  step  with  her  Majesty's  Government 
on   this  occasion.      He  greatly  doubted 
whether,  even  in  this   early  stage  of  the 
bill,  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons 
would    be  found  to  run  counter   to  the 
wishes  and  expectations  of  the  people. 
Did    any  man  doubt  what   tho!tc  wishes 
and  expectations  were?     Let  him  look  at 
the  late  elections  —  let  him  look  at  the 
returns  for  Canterbury  and  Walsall,  for 
Monmouthshire  and  Surrey — and,  making 
every  allowance  for  the  equivocal  victories 
which  had  been  achieved  by  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  at  Richmond  and    St.  Albans, 
a  sufficient  balance  of  reverses  would  be 
left  to  show  that  the  tide  of  public  opinion 
had  set  in  strongly  both  against  them  and 
against  their  measures.     The  noble  Lord 
the   Member    for   North    Lancashire  had 
been  taunted  during  the  progress  of  these 
debates  because  he  had  confined  the  oper- 
ation of  hit  bill  to  Ireland,  and  had  not 


chosen  to  grapple  with  the  question  of 
registration  in  this  countrv.     But  surely 
it  might  be  asked,  with  at  least  equal  jus- 
tice, of  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  why  it 
was  that  they  had  not  grappled  with  the 
question  of  an  extension  of  the  sufTrsg^  in 
this  country  as  well  as  in  Ireland.    The 
reason,  indeed,  was  sufficiently  obvious; 
it  was  because  they  knew  that  the  people 
of  England  would  repudiate  and  disown  it, 
and  that  Ireland  was  the  only  quarter  of 
the  empire  in  which  the  policy  of  innova- 
tion could  hope  to  prosper.      He  (Mr. 
Gaskell)  had  heard  charges  of  injustice  and 
of  tyranny  preferred  against  all  those  who 
presumed   to  diflfer  from  the  Gentlemen 
opposite  upon  questions  of  Irish  policy. 
He  had  seen  letters  in  the  public  news- 
papers addressed  to  a  person  of  the  name 
of  Ray,  in  which  Members  of  that  House 
were  designated  as  fools  and  miscreants 
for  the  opposition  which  they  oflTered  to 
the  bill  of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Morpeth). 
He  confessed  that  he  viewed  the  use  of 
this  language  with  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin  was  so  fami- 
liar, and  the  application  of  these  epithets 
without  the  slightest  feeling  of  uneasiness 
or  regret.     They  convinced  him  that  the 
great  party  with   whom   he  acted  were 
rightly  discharging  their  public  duty,  and 
that  they  were  found  an  inconvenient  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  those  projects  of  ag- 
grandisement and   repeal   to  which  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  were  enabled  to  offer 
but  a  very  tame  resistance.     But  so  fttf 
was  he  (Mr.  Gaskell)  from  acknowledKioff 
the  justice  of  the  imputations  which  had 
been  cast  upon  the  motives  and  condvct 
of  those  with  whom  he  acted  that  he  nt* 
terly  denied  their  truth.      He  would  tell 
the  hon.   and  learned    Gentleman    that 
they,  (the  Opposition)  had  every  disposU 
tion  to  preserve  and  to  maintain  inviolate 
the  settlements  of  1829  and  1832.     For 
himself  he  had    been   an  anxious  well- 
wisher  to  the  cause  of  Roman  Catholic 
Emancipation  before    he    had    the  hOB- 
our  of   a    scat  in   that  House,  and  be* 
fore  the  Catholic   Relief  Dill  had   been 
carried    by   the  right   hon.    Baronet    the 
Member   for    Tamworth.      It   was    per- 
fectly true  that    in  common  with  nuuiT 
others    he   regretted  the    course   whien 
had  been  pursued  by  a  certain  partj  in 
Ireland  since  the  passing  of  that  act,  bat 
thry  did  not  confound  the  great  bodj  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  cither  in  this  coaa* 
try  or  in   Ireland,  with  their  proai—t 
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and  self-elfcted  champion  in  that  Hoqm. 
If  they  did,  they  might  feel  disposed  to 
retrace  every  step  in  the  way  of  concession 
which  the  legislature  had  tnken^  and 
enact  measures  that  would  inyite  from 
the  learned  Member  for  Dublin  a  renewal 
of  the  epithets  which  he  had  lavished  on 
the  coercion  bill.  He,  (Mr.  Gaskell)  was 
ready  to  avow  at  once  that  in  the  present 
state  of  Ireland  and  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  parties  in  this  country,  he  was 
not  prepared  to  support  any  measure 
which  would  strengthen  the  cause  of  agi- 
tation in  one  country  or  inci^ate  the  in- 
fluence of  democracy  in  the  other — and 
it  was  because  he  believed  that  this  bill 
tended  directly  to  effect  those  objects — 
because  he  saw  in  its  main  provisions 
another  and  a  fatal  step  in  the  course  of 
blind  and  unreasoning  concession  to 
popular  demands,  a  complete  departure 
from  the  spirit  of  the  Reform  Act,  and  a 
vain  and  fruitless  attempt  to  conciliate 
the  enemies  of  connection  between  the 
two  countries,  that  he  gave  his  hearty  op- 
position to  the  motion  that  it  be  now  read 
a  second  time. 


denvour  to  show  that  the  details  then 
stablished  had  not  answered  the  parposie, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  that  a  new  phs 
should  be  substituted.  He  shoufal  ett« 
deavour  lo  show  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem* 
ber  for  North  Lancashire  that  the  plan 
which  he  proposed  for  the  registration  of 
10^.  freeholders  could  not  be  ^ciently 
carried  into  effect.  He  understood  thai 
the  noble  Lord  agreed  with  the  iodgti 
that  the  solvent  tenant  test  was  tne  otui 
to  be  applied.  Now  let  them  suppose  % 
case  of  a  farm  of  thirty  acres  let  by  a  good 
landlord,  who,  however,  wished  to  gai 
the  value  of  his  property;  such  a  fhrm 
would  let  for  30/.  a-year,  or  U.  per  acit. 
Suppose  the  tenant  had  it  on  a  lease  of 
fourteen  years— he  went  to  the  Registra'' 
tion  Court,  where  he  would  in  all  proba>> 
bility  be  placed  on  the  register  as  the 
solvent  tenant  test  could  not  be  aj^plied, 
but  on  an  appeal  being  made  to  the  judgO, 
who  would  appW  the  solvent  tenant  test, 
he  could  not  see  now  such  a  name  could  be 
retained  on  the  register,  for  no  man  conld 
swear  that  he  could  give  him  10/.  a«yaat 
beyond  the  rent,  after  paying  fbr  all  bh 


Mr.  Villiert  Stuart  said,  if  any  answer  ,  outgoings,  without  deducting  flxMM  his 
was  necessary  to  the  charge  of  the  hon.  |  own  fair  profits.  But  it  might  be  said 
Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  of  that  the  ambition  of  landlords  would  in 


undue  influence  having  been  exercised. 


duce  them  so  to  act  as  to  keep  up  the 


he  might  refer  to  the  speech  of  the  right  constituency,  but  how  was  that  to  be  ef- 
hon.  Baronet  of  last  night  for  an  answer  !  fected  ?  Suppose  an  estate  of  10,000 
to  that  charge.  From  the  best  attention  acres,  divided  into  300  fkrus,  and  let  at 
he  was  able  to  give  to  the  arguments  of  H.  an  acre*  Now,  if  the  landlord  of  BQeh 
the  hon.  Members  opposite  they  seemed  an  estate  was  actuated  by  ambition  and  a 
to  him  to  ground  their  opposition  to  the  !  wish  to  sea  his  tenants  upon  the  register, 
bill  on  the  plea  that  it  was  a  subversion  he  could  only  gratify  that  ambition  \h 
of  the  great  principles  of  the  Reform  Bill,  lowering  their  rents  10/.  a  year  00  eaefit 
They  appeared  to  think  that  the  principle  farm,  at  a  loss  of  Upwards  of  3,0001.  a 
of  that  measure  was  the  establishment  of  year.  He  could  not  imagino  how  the 
a  franchise  based  upon  a  certain  amoont  constituency  Could  exist  at  all  with  tha 
of  property.  Now,  it  appeared  to  him  solvent  tenant  test.  But  the  noble  Lofd 
that  they  took  too  narrow  a  view  of  that  had  said  that  was  the  test  he  had  iatetided 
measure,  and  that  they  were  turning  de-  under  the  Reform  Bill,  and  that  hb 
tails  into  principles.  His  view  of  the  ^  presOut  bill  was  intended  to  carry  the 
Reform  Act  was,  that  it  was  passed  for  Reform  Aet  into  affect.  The  bill  of  tha 
the  purpose  of  remedying  great  erils  that '  noble  Secretary  for  Ireland  was,  howeftr, 
then  existed  in  the  eonstiiuency  of  Ire- '  the  best  remedv  for  the  evils  of  whieh 
land — that  it  was  necessary  to  enlarge  they  all  so  loudly  complained.  He  waa 
that  constituency,  and  the  great  principle  ^  no  lover  of  unnecessary  ehange,  more  aa» 
embodied  in  the  measure,  was  that  a  '  pecially  in  sutih  a  bill  as  the  Refbrm  Bill. 
certain  proportion  of  population  and  pro-  But  if  it  was  fbund  thst  the  object  of  that 
perty  should  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  bill,  which  was  the  extension  of  the  fratt- 
t^lections  for  Members  of  Parliament,  chise,  had  not  been  earried  into  effect,  be 
That  he  took  to  be  the  real  principle ;  thought  it  was  no  impft>per  change  fo 
but  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  amount  of  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  ptirposO  of  carr;flUg 
the  property,  that  he  considered  merely  a  out  the  intentions  Of  itfii  menda.  Tile  1^ 
detail.    With  that  view  he  should  en-   ofthe  noUtSeetetaryforlralatid 
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the  greatest  evils  which  now  existed, 
namely,  fraud  and  personification,  and  it 
gave  a  fair  test  of  the  value  of  any  claim 
that  was  laid  to  the  franchise.  There 
was  one  evil  however,  which  it  did 
not  remove ;  that  was  the  present 
objection  to  give  leases  to  the  ten- 
ants, but  that  was  an  objection  which 
he  thought  could  be  well  considered  in 
committee.  There  was  one  other  reason 
why  they  ought  to  consider  the  bill  in 
committee.  It  was  well  known  that  there 
was  a  great  demand,  and  much  compe- 
tition for  land  in  Ireland.  It  was  equally 
well  known  that  there  were  very  mhuy 
needy  landlords — and  therefore  the  latter 
were  anxious  not  to  give  leases,  in  order 
to  make  the  most  they  could  by  the  com- 
petition. That,  however,  might  be  reme- 
died in  committee.  The  committee  might 
strike  out  such  a  sum  as  might  obviate 
the  difficulty,  for  he  was  not  confined 
to  the  51.  clause — nor  did  it  bind  them  ; 
therefore  he  was  induced  to  hope  that 
some  even  of  the  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  give  their  support  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  measure. 

Colonel  Conolly  said,  that  on  rising  to 
resist  to  the  uttermost  the  bill  now  before 
the  House,  which  professed  to  be  a  bill  to 
define  the  franchise,  and  to  amend  the 
registration  system  in  Ireland,  hut  which 
embraced  many  furtive  objects,  he  must 
take  the  liberty  of  making  a  very  few 
observations.  He  objected  to  the  irrecon- 
cileable  nature  of  the  measure  of  the 
Government  with  the  name  given  to  t)ie 
bill,  which,  under  the  pretence  of  defining; 
the  franchise,  annihilated  the  qualifica- 
tion, and  that  too  in  a  manner  to  inflict 
upon  Ireland  evils  of  the  most  enormous 
magnitude.  He  had  long  been  apprelicn- 
sive  of  the  consequences  upon  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  recent  proceedings  in 
Ireland,  and  he  was  sorry  to  find,  that  Ins 
worst  fears  had  been  realized,  and  to  see 
the  noble  Lord  opposite,  who  had  long 
and  ably  contended  against  the  storm,  so 
borne  down,  as  not  to  be  able  to  hold  his 
ground  further,  and  obliged  to  yield  to 
his  too  powerful  master.  Entertaiiiin(r 
the  greatest  respect  for  the  noble  Lord 
personally,  he  regretted  to  see  him  in  his 
present  position.  He  regretted  it  on  the 
noble  !iOrd*s  account,  both  ns  a  man,  and 
as  a  Member  of  Parliament.  He  could 
not  imagine  a  human  being  subjected  to 
a  more  degrading  tyranny  than  that  umlor 
which  the  noble  Ix)rd   was  placed,     lie 


said  so  with  pain,  bat  he  Mid  lo  eon* 
scientiously,  and  he  should  never  hetitcte 
to  express  what  he  felt,  either  in  that 
House,  or  in  any  other  place.  The  whole 
)>olicy  of  the  Government  relative  to  Ire« 
land  had  been  so  wretchedly  ambiguoot, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  know  whether 
they  were  or  not  hostile  to  repeal.  The 
newspapers  had,  day  after  day,  been  ask- 
ing what  were  their  intentions  as  to  the 
repeal  agitation  ;  but  no  one  seemed  to 
be  aware  what  they  proposed  to  do.  Tbo 
bill  now  before  the  House,  however,  an- 
swered all  the  inquiries  which  had  been 
made  upon  the  subject ;  for  this  measuro 
of  the  Government  would  inevitably  give 
strength  to  the  repeal  party,  and  tlhe  ro« 
peal  leaders,  by  creating  a  conitituency 
of  the  very  worst  description — a  consti- 
tuency without  any  qualification.  On 
that  point  he  would  appeal  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dublin  himseift 
and  he  would  ask  him  whether  the  fran- 
chise proposed  was  not,  in  fact,  and 
strictly  speaking,  no  qualification  at  all  ? 
He  objected  also  to  this  bill,  because  it 
would  perpetuate  the  empire  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  the  Merat>er  for 
Dublin,  and  increase  and  render  penna* 
nent  that  system  of  agitation  under  which 
the  country  had  already  sulfored  so  much. 
He  objected  to  this  bill,  because  if  il 
passed,  it  would  render  a  civil  war,  or  a 
repeal  of  the  union  inevitable.  He  woold 
appeal  lo  the  nobie  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  and  he  would  ask  him  whether 
there  could  be  a  doubt  that  this  measore 
of  the  Government  would  fortify  the 
position  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, the  Member  for  Dublin,  and  greatly 
increase  his  power !  So  convinced  was  he 
that  such  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill^ 
that  if  the  forms  of  the  House  woold 
permit  him,  he  would  deal  with  it  aa  the 
hill  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
and  not  as  the  hill  of  the  Government. 
The  proceedings  of  the  Government  had, 
day  by  day,  brought  more  strongly  the 
despotism  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man on  their  backs,  and  now,  after  pre- 
trnding  to  denounce  repeal,  they  weie 
doing  all  that  was  in  their  power  to 
increase  the  influence  of  their  master^  lo 
fortify  his  position,  and  to  add  itrenglh 
to  the  agiidtion  for  the  abolition  of  the 
union.  Could  the  country,  under  sneh 
circnmstiinces,  remain  longer  under  dchi* 
{lion  a«  lo  the  intentions  of  the  Goveww- 
ment,  or  as  to  the  influence  to  which  they 
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were  subjected  ?  The  hoD.  and  learoed 
Gentlemaoy  the  Member  for  DubliD»  knew 
well  that  he  had  often  derided  and  laughed 
at  the  GoveromeDt,  and  it  was  impossible 
for  any  reasonable  man  to  suppose  that 
his  present  agitation  was  an^f thing  else 
than  an  empty  stratagem  to  fill  his  own 
pockets.  The  Government,  however,  had 
rewarded  those  who  had  been  foremost  in 
the  agitation  which  had  been  going  on  in 
Ireland ;  aud  when  this  bill  should  have 
been  read  a  second  time,  there  would  be 
another  piece  of  preferment  to  be  disposed 
of.  [Viscount  MorpeM— It  has  been  dis- 
posed of  already.]  He  said  that  hon. 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House  had 
been  charged  with  wishing  to  curtail  the 
constituency  ;  but  he  would  deny  that 
such  was  the  case,  or  that  in  voting  for 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire,  the  Conservative  party 
had  been  influenced  by  a  desire  to  restrict 
the  number  of  the  electors,  or  to  dis- 
franchise those  who  were  duly  qualified. 
Their  object  was  the  reverse.  They  saw 
perjury  striding  over  the  land,  and  they 
wished  to  provide  a  remedy  for  that  mon- 
strous evil,  and  not  to  restrict  the  fran. 
chise*  If  the  Government  were  really  ad* 
Terse  to  the  system  of  false  swearing,  which 
all  allowed  to  exist,  and  if  ihey  thought 
that  the  measure  they  had  brought  forward 
would  put  an  end  to  it,  why,  he  would 
ask,  had  no  bill  for  the  attainment  of  that 
object  been  brought  forward  during  the 
last  five  years  ^why  had  it  been  so  long 
delayed,  and  would  such  a  bill  have  been 
on  the  Table  now  but  for  the  goading  of 
those  whom  they  called  **  Tories  V  He 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Pembroke,  who  had  said  last 
night,  that  this  5L  franchise  clause  was 
only  a  repetition  of  the  scheme  of  the  ap- 
propriation clause.  It  could  not  pass. 
It  was  a  mere  advance  towards  universal 
suffrage,  but  its  main  object  was  to 
prevent  the  legislation  on  this  important 
subject  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire.  There  was  no  neces- 
sity for  such  a  measure,  and  he  would 
deny,  in  the  name  of  Ulster,  that  the 
Toice  of  Ireland  had  been  raised  in  hos- 
tility to  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  near 
him.  The  agitation  upon  the  subject  was 
simply  another  stratagem  to  fill  the  pockets 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Dublin,  and  the  cry  which 
bad  been  raised  against  the  bill  of  his 
noble  Friend  had'  only  beeo  deemed  no* 


cessary  io  order  to  get  up  fresh  eicite* 
ment  amongst  the  people.  The  (4)jects 
of  the  hon.  and  learoed  Geotleman  op- 
posite were  to  rob  his  country  and  impoao 
upon  the  people ;  and  the  Irish  landlords 
would  never  consent  to  give  leases  when 
their  tenants  at  the  will  of  strangera  wera 
to  be  paraded  against  themselves.  Be 
knew  he  should  hm  charged  with  illiber» 
ality  for  saying  so,  but  he  would  Defer 
conceal  his  sentiments,  and  he  thanked 
God  he  was  not  yet  got  within  the 
dominions  of  the  great  potentate.  In 
that  part  of  Ireland  with  which  be 
was  connected  the  people  were  etill 
in  peace,  and  the  best  feelings  pre- 
vailed  betwixt  landlords  and  tenants, 
and  he  could  assure  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  that  if  he  came  to  his  part  of 
the  country,  he  would  meet  with  a  similar 
reception  to  that  which  he  had  received 
at  Belfast.  Nothing  had  tended  more  to 
increase  the  Conservative  feeling  in  Ulster 
than  the  knowledge  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  came  with  his  agents 
to  dictate  his  will  to  the  free  and  en* 
lightened  population.  The  landlords,  the 
gentlemen,  and  the  people  of  that  great 
province  at  once  determined  that  tbef 
would  have  no  sovereign  but  the  Queea 
of  England,  and  that*  they  would  not 
place  themselves  under  the  influence  of 
strangers  and  agitators.  It  was  a  gross 
misrepresentation  to  say  that  the  teoania 
of  Ireland  complained  of  the  want  of 
leases.  Where  there  was  no  agitation, 
and  where  the  people  were  at  peaoet 
leases  were  !not  asked  for,  and  it  was 
only  in  thoae  districts  where  turbulence 
and  agitation  prevailed,  and  where  the 
tenants  were  alienated  from  their  land- 
lords, who  were  their  best  friends,  that 
complaints  of  this  kind  were  to  be  heard* 
A  more  monstrous  imposition  had  never 
been  practised  than  that  of  atrangen 
going  as  they  did  in  Ireland  amongst  a 
peaceful  people,  deluding  and  drawing 
them  by  promises  of  visionary  good,  and 
thus  alienating  the  affections  of  the 
tenants  from  those  whose  interests  it  was 
to  see  them  happy  and  prosperous.  The 
Irish  landlords  had  been  reviled  and  ca^ 
lumniated,  the  magistrates  had  been  vili- 
fied, and  not  a  few  of  them  had  been 
taught  a  moral  lesson  from  the  castle;i 
but  though  they  had  had  to  encounter 
egitation  and  rebuke,  they  had  ever  ei|<» 
serted  their  own  right,  and  in  the  end  jtb 
result  would  be  that  they  would  aoiljif 
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the  Whig  Government  to  reioove   itielf 
from  its  dependence  on  Irish  representa- 
tion based  on  Radicalism.     They  would 
he   hoped,  still  be  able  to  restore   their 
country  to  prosperity  and  happiness.    He 
was   sorry,   he  said,  that  so  many  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  so  impatient  to 
address  the  House,  for  he  must  tell  them 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  occupy 
the  attention   of  the   House  some  time 
longer.     He  had  been  for  a  long  period 
living  on    terms  of    intimacy    with  the 
middle  and    lower    orders   of  the    Irish 
people,  and   he  could  safely  say  that  no 
man  was  more  conversant  with  their  feel- 
ings  and    sentiments  than  their  humble 
servant,     lie  had  always  said   that  the 
40«.  constituency  had  been  productive  of 
serious   injury  to  Ireland,  and  that  that 
constituency,  joinc<l  with  agitation,  had 
been  the  main  causes  of  all  the  evils  with 
which  the  country  had  been  afllicted.    He 
hud  said  so  over  and  over  again  ;  and  the 
predecessor  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  chair  (Ix>rd  Dunfermline)  had  told 
him   that    lx>rd    Chancellor    Ponsonby's 
view's   were  exactly  in   accordance  with 
his  own.     Now,  if  this  6/.  rating  were 
mndo  the  base  of  the  franchise,  he  could 
fell  them  from  a  long  experience  that  the 
fruelioldori  under  Jt  would  not  have  bread 
to  enahlo  them  to  go  to  the  county  town 
or  to  the  hustings,     lie  said  so  distinctly 
and  with  a  firm  conviction  of  its  truth ; 
for  he  was  intimately  acquaint!  d  with  the 
condition  of  the  people,  and  hud  expended 
not  less  than   10,000/.  in  his  eftbrts  to 
ualargu  their  holdings.    They  had  been 
told  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Con- 
seivativu  party  to  ubrogale  the  Catholic 
Uclief    hill.      He    denied    that  charge; 
but   might  he  ask  whether  the  Govern- 
ment were  now  to  release  themselves  from 
the  obligation  which  had  induced  many 
hon.  Members  to  vote  for  that  measure — 
a  measure  which,  as  it  was  now  passed,  he 
would  not  repine  at?     Were  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  have  all  the  benefits  of  that 
measure,  and  to  observe  none  of  the  con- 
ditions on  which  it  was  granted  ?     Both 
on  that  measure  and   on    the  measure 
which  immediately  followed  it,  he  meant 
the  Irish  Reform   Bill,  there  had  been  a 
plus  ijuam    Punica  Jides  in    the    con- 
duct of  her  Majesty's  present  Government. 
He  objected  to  the  present  bill,  because  it 
would  give  strength  to  the  agitator's  par- 
ty ;     because     it     would    degrade    the 
future    constituencies   of  Irelond;     be* 


cause  il  was  oppoaed  to  hit  omi 

rience,    which    taught  bioit  thai 

had  been  undergoing  «  moral  Kfeacmti 

ever  since  iu  elevation  to  a  101. 

If  hon.  Gentlemen  wished  to  ind 

landlords  of  that  country  wther 

give  leases  at  all  or  to  give  lenws  of  Iho 

least  possible  tenure— if  they  wished  !• 

aggravate  all  the  evils  and  miteriei  of  liOi« 

lad,  moral,  social,  and  politienl,  or  if  Ihoy 

wished  landlords  to  devaaute  and  depopo* 

late  their  estates,  they  wonM  enact  tUa 

bill.     It  was  a  piece  of  legislation  whadi 

had  emanated  fiom  the  hon.  and  learned 

Member  for  Dublin  ;  and  the  object  which 

he  had  in  view,  in  proposing  and  ■uppoin 

ting  it,  was  to  drive  first,  all  that  waa  loyal 

and  constitutional  in  Ireland,  and,  aflMU 

wards,  everything  else  before  him,  at  hia 

sole  will  and  pleasure.     It  would  enabia 

him  to  establish  his  Parliament  in  CoMega 

green,  Dublin,  and  to  put  down  all  oppo« 

sition  to  the  autocracy,  which  he  wisbad 

to  establish  in  his  own  person,  over   has 

deluded  countrymen.     His  empire  waa  al* 

ready  ample  enough  in   Ireland,  and  ha 

(Colonel  Conolly)  really  thought  that  hia 

slock  in  the  trade  of  agitation  would 

be  so  good  as  it  was  at  present,  if  he 

to  succeed,  as  this  bill  would  enable  his 

to  do,  in  destroying  what  he  called  Orango 

ascendancy  in  that  country. 

Mr.  Howard  (Cumberland)  waa  happy 
to  hear  from  the  lips  of  hon.  Gentlenaa 
opposite,  an  observation  which  he  feare4 
had  been  very  much  forgotton  of  late-— ha 
alluded  to  the  memorable  lesson  of  Mr. 
Drummond,  that  property  had  its  duties 
as  well  as  its  rights.  In  addressing  tho 
House  upon  the  present  occasion,  and  for 
the  first  time,  he  did  not  enter  into  anw 
matters  of  detail,  but,  as  an  English 
Member,  he  wished  to  state  very  shortly, 
but  very  strongly,  the  satisfaction  he  fell 
at  the  proposal  of  the  noble  Lord  near 
him,  and  his  belief,  notwithstanding  tlie 
assertion  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had 
first  addressed  the  House  that  eveninri 
that  his  noble  Friend's  bill  was  popular  in 
the  country.  During  the  last  Sessioa, 
when  the  abuses  of  the  present  systan 
were  ex|X)scd,  when  the  lies  and  iha 
frauds  were  brought  to  view,  the  meaeaM 
of  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  met  with  a 
temporary  popularity;  but  now,  whea  iha 
details  of  that  bill  were  better  understood^ 
and  when  it  was  known  that  althoaah  iha 
frauds  might  be  remedied,  the  inde| 
dent  voter  would  have  to  uadtrgo 
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difficulties  and  to  incur  great  expense, 
and  that  while  these  difficulties  were  pre- 
sented, the  franchise  itself  was  left  un- 
defined, he  belieyed  that  the  noble  Lord's 
measure  had  lost  much  of  that  apparent 
popularity  which  it  had  once  enjoyed. 
Now,  it  was  notorious  that  in  Ireland 
great  difierence  of  opinion  existed  as  to 
the  definition  of  the  franchise,  and  that 
these  differences  were  not  confined  to  the 
voters  themselves,  but  extended  to  the 
judges  on  the  bench;  and  he  said  that 
whilst  they  found  these  differences,  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  ought  to  have  met 
the  evil,  and  ought  not  to  have  left  the 
matter  in  that  uncertainty,  which  was  the 
fruitful  source  of  all  the  evil.  He  believed 
that  the  measure  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland  would  fully  and 
fairly  meet  this  difficulty,  and  that  the 
valuation  of  property  under  the  Poor-law 
Act  would  remove  all  necessity  for  litiga- 
tion, and  would  take  away  every  induce* 
ment  for  lying  and  fraud,  and  he  thought 
that  this  benefit  should  have  induced  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  have  consented  to 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  leaving  any 
difference  as  to  the  amount  of  the  valua- 
tion to  be  settled  in  committee.  Such 
had  been  the  course  which  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  adopted  with  respect  to 
the  Municipal  Bill,  and  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  what  had  induced  them  to 
alter  their  course  of  proceeding  now.  But 
since  those  hon.  Gentlemen  said  that  the 
definition  clause  was  so  great  an  obstacle, 
he  was  glad  to  have  that  opportunity  of 
saying  how  much  he  approved  of  it.  In 
determining  the  franchise  for  Ireland,  all 
the  circumstances  of  that  country  ought 
to  be  taken  into  consideration.  There 
were  not  in  Ireland  those  minute  sub- 
divisions of  society  which  were  met  with 
in  England.  In  the  agricultural  parts 
there  were  but  two  classes — the  landlords 
and  the  cultivators  of  the  soil.  These 
classes  were  unfortunately  opposed  to 
each  other  on  many  important  points— 
they  were  frequently  opposed  as  well  in 
politics  as  in  religion.  He  would  not 
enter  into  the  history  of  the  cause,  but  as 
the  opposition  undoubtedly  existed,  he 
did  think  that*  if  representation  were  to 
exist  at  all,  it  was  desirable  that  they 
should  have  the  lower  as  well  as  the 
higher  class  represented.  He  considered 
the  very  statistics  quoted  by  the  noble 
Lord  oppoaite,  and  the  admission  nade 
by  bom  Members  that  there  was  a  disii- 


clination  on  the  part  of  landlords  to  grant 
leases,  as  evidence  that  some  alteration  m 
the  franchise  was  necessary.  He  knew  il 
was  said  by  hon.  Gendemen  oppoiitii« 
that  the  voters  created  by  this  bill  would 
prove  dependent  creatures  [Colonel  Ornof*' 
/«y,hear.]  ThegallantGentleoiancheeredf 
yet  that  cheer  would  have  come  with  move 
force  from  that  (the  Ministerial)  side  of 
the  House,  for  he  did  not  believe  that 
hon*  Gentlemen  opposite  would  very  mnek 
object  to  dependent  creatures  for  voters. 
Still,  even  if  they  were  dependent,  it  would 
at  least  save  the  landlords  the  pain  thty 
must  feel  in  expelling  the  poor  lenanu 
from  their  homes  and  their  holdings  on 
account  of  their  votes.  He  would  not 
stop  to  inquire  whether  the  40i.  franckiio 
in  England  would  give  a  larger  eonsdtii- 
ency  than  that  to  be  obtained  by  the  pro- 
posed bill  in  Ireland,  because  he  conid 
not  consider  it  a  wise  course  to  considwr 
what  would  be  fit  for  the  Sute  of  Eng^ 
land  when  they  had  to  legislate  for  Ire* 
land.  It  would  be  like  dashing  from  tbo 
lips  of  a  fainting  man  the  cop  that  wovid 
bring  nourishment  to  him,  because  it 
might  be  too  strong  for  his  neighboar» 
He  had  been  glad  to  hear  the  sentimente 
which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member 
for  Cavan,  and  other  hon.  Members  oppo* 
site,  in  favour  of  a  change  in  the  registra- 
tion, for  it  showed  that  even  with  them 
there  was  a  time  when  finality  should 
cease.  But  is  there  no  danger  in  delay  t 
When,  in  addition  to  the  Membera  from 
the  North,  the  Protestant  proprietors  of 
the  South  have  returned  their  Membere 
to  this  House,  will  It  be  easy  to  retraco 
the  steps  they  have  taken  ?  Is  it  not  mofo 
probable  that  they  will  introduce  in  Eogu 
land  what  they  have  already  established 
in  Ireland  ?  Such  are  the  dangers  froas 
within  the  House — but  greater  are  to  be  ap* 
prehended  from  without  When  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Ireland,  no  longer  possessing 
seats  in  that  House,  should  retire  from 
that  assembly,  other  assemblies  should  b« 
held  on  the  other  side  of  the  water;  tm 
them  the  attention  of  the  people  would 
be  fixed.  It  would  be  presumptuous  to 
anticipate  the  event  of  their  proeeedings; 
but  be  it  conquest,  w  be  it  concession,  it 
would  be  an  event  that  would  entail  great 
evils  on  this  country.  Wishing  to  avert 
those  evils,  and  thinking  that  the  measvm 
of  the  noble  Lord  was  full,  fair,  and; 
efficient,  be  would  give  it  his  hearty  snpi 
port  ••^- 
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Mr.  Lascelles  was  anxious  to  state,  that, 
agreeing  in  the  necessity  of  defining  the 
franchise  in  Ireland,  feeling  that  there  was 
a  doubt.the  evil  of  which  went  farther  than 
the  mere  doubt  itself,  feeling  also,  that 
there  must  be  a  new  definition  of  the  right 
to  vote,  wishing  to  lean  towards  the  exten- 
sion of  the  franchise,  not  disagreeing  to 
the  propriety  of  taking  the  poor-law  rating 
as  a  test,  yet,  that  whilst  agreeing  in  those 
things  which  might  be  thought  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  he  was  anxious  to  state 
why  he  could  not  support  the  second 
reading.  The  principle  of  a  bill  was  often 
to  be  learnt  from  the  details,  and  he  could 
not  agree  in  a  franchise  fixed  at  the 
amount  of  5/.,  which  he  had  not  heard  de- 
fended, and  which  many  of  the  supporters 
of  the  bill  itself  were  prepared  to  vote 
against.  Was  it  not  most  improper,  in  the 
present  state  of  their  information,  to  fling 
out  a  hope  of  a  franchise  to  which  they 
did  not  mean  to  adhere  ?  All  the  propo- 
sitions for  the  alteration  of  the  Reform 
Bill  depended  for  their  principle  and  their 
merits  entirely  upon  the  amount  of  the 
franchise.  Hon.  Members,  therefore, 
would  see  that  the  51,  proposal  was  the 
essential  question.  With  respect  to  Ire- 
land, he  thought  that  the  solvent  tenant 
test  would  give  too  great  a  restriction  of 
the  franchise ;  but  if  they  took  the  rating 
so  low  as  51.,  they  would,  in  his  opinion, 
be  going  too  far.  He  had  hoped  that, 
after  the  end  of  the  last  Session,  they  had 
got  rid  of  these  party  discussions  in  the 
House,  still  he  did  not  think  that  blame 
could  be  cast  on  his  noble  Friend  for 
coming  down  to  the  House  and  proposing 
the  very  measure  which  had  been  intro- 
duced in  former  years  by  Government 
itself,  although  that  measure  had  been 
since  rejected  by  Ministers,  who  had  no 
specific  plan  of  their  own.  If  there  were 
evils  in  the  present  system  in  Ireland,  nnd 
be  admitted  that  there  were,  let  tlicre  be 
a  remedy  applied,  but  he  could  not  con- 
sent to  that  remedy  being  a  low  franchise, 
such  as  was  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord's 
bill. 

Mr.  Ghborne  said,  that  many  of  the 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered  in  the 
course  of  that  debate  had  taken  a  much 
too  high  view  of  the  difference  that  existed 
between  the  two  sides  of  the  House,  be- 
cause those  diflferences,  however  important 
they  were  in  themselves,  were  still  within 
a  very  narrow  compass.  Id  the  first  place, 
under  the  Irish  system  of  registration^ 


evils  existed  which  impressed  the  mind  with 
sorrow — under  it  there  were  personations 
and  fraud,  which  were  necessarily  suppor- 
ted by  perjury,  and  to  these  eTils  the  bill 
of  the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  Morpeth) 
applied  a  remedy.  He  had  not  heard  any 
one  say  that  this  remedy  would  not  be 
effectual.  The  course  taken  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  introduced  the  other  bill  was 
this.  He  said,  *'  I  do  not  deny  that  your 
remedy  will  be  effectual,  but  I  complain 
that  you  have  taken  my  plan,  which  yea 
rejected  when  I  introduced  it  to  the 
House."  The  measures,  however,  did  not 
agree,  because  the  measure  of  the  noble 
Viscount  was  not  a  measure  taken  from 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord.  Now  another 
serious  evil  which  existed  in  the  Irish  sys- 
tem was  the  uncertainty  of  the  franchise. 
Some  hon.  Gentlemen  8aid,that  there  was 
no  legal  uncertainty ;  but  would  any  one 
deny  that  in  one  county,  and  under  one 
judge,  a  man  might  be  admitted  to  the 
franchise,  who,  under  exactly  similar  cir- 
cumstances in  another  county  and  with 
another  judge,  would  be  rejected  ?  There 
did  here  arise  a  real  and  essential  diflPer- 
ence  between  the  two  sides  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said,  that 
the  minority  of  the  judges  ought  to  agree 
with  the  majority.  The  noble  Lord  said 
so  last  year,  when  the  judges  were  abused 
as  much  as  they  had  been  this  year  for 
not  a{;reeing,  but  what  progress  had  beea 
since  made?  All  the  progress  that  he 
had  heard  of  was,  that  two  other  judges 
had  joined  the  dissenters.  Hon.  Gentler 
men  might  tell  him  to  wait  till  the  judges 
had  agreed,  but  ihey  had  no  means  of 
compelling  agreement.  Yet  the  noble 
Lord  said,  that  he  would  bring  in  a  bill  to 
remedy  the  abuses  of  the  registration,  and 
would  not  apply  any  remedy  to  the  evil  of 
the  uncertain  franchise.  If,  therefore, 
there  were  no  other  character  distinguish- 
ing these  bills,  they  would  be  enabled  to 
stamp  one  as  a  good  bill  and  the  other  as 
bad.  He  came  then  to  the  second  mete* 
rial  difference  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  House,  whether  the  mode  proposed 
by  the  noble  Lord  for  the  remedy 
of  the  evil  was  good?  It  had  ths 
excellence  of  great  simplicity^  yet 
the  question  to  be  decided  was,  whetoeri 
upon  the  whole,  it  was  so  bad  thsC  it 
ought  to  be  rejected.  A  very  leige  body 
of  the  Members  of  that  House  wis  of 
opinion,   that  impartial  conduct  on  the 

part  of  the  electors  wu  to  be  produced  by 
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their  imparlial  repreaentatiOD :  he  con- 
fessed, thai  he  was  one  of  those,  and  he 
hailed  the  bill  of  the  noble  Visconnt,  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  at  being  likely  to 
produce  the  most  advantageous  results. 
The  beneBcial  interest  test,  as  it  was 
called,  be  thought  was  abominable,  on  ac- 
count of  its  vagueness,  and  of  the  oppor* 
tuniiies  which  it  afforded  for  the  commis- 
sion of  perjury;  but  the  solvent  tenant 
test,  putting  aside  the  question  of  the 
amount  of  the  franchise,  might  be  as  good 
a  test  as  could  be  found  for  the  regulation 
of  the  franchise.  Great  stress  had  been 
laid  upon  th3  finality  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Reform  Act,  but  he  thought  that  the 
argument  which  had  been  raised  upon 
that  point  must  now  fall  to  the  ground. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Pembroke,  had  admitted 
that  if  the  necessity  for  altering  the  fran- 
chise upon  the  grounds  suggested  were 
shown,  they  would  agree  to  the  adoption 
of  some  measure  having  such  an  effect, 
and  this,  therefore,  was  a  distinct  admis- 
sion on  their  part  of  the  possibility  of 
some  new  franchise  being  adopted.  For 
his  own  part,  he  must  say  that  he  felt 
obliged  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire  for  the  course  which  he 
had  taken.  He  felt  that  his  violence  had 
been  the  redemption  of  the  cause  of  Ire- 
land. The  noble  Lord  had  done  the  Mi- 
nisterial party  a  service  in  introducing  his 
bill;  it  enabled  them  to  meet  in  this 
House  and  out  of  doors  upon  a  question 
of  the  highest  importance  ;  and  he  desired 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  take  this 
warning,  though  he  knew  they  would  be 
disinclined  to  do  so,  that  if  they  turned 
the  Government  out  upon  this  bill,  and  if 
they  should  come  in  upon  it,  their  dura- 
tion of  power  would  be  short. 

Sir  Robert  Peel :  You  mean  the  other 
bill? 

Mr.  Gisbome  had  already  arrived  with- 
in a  few  words  of  the  conclusion  of  his 
observations,  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
interrupted  him;  he  felt  that  that  inter- 
ruption rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to 
complete  the  sentence  he  had  begun* 

Mr.  Cholmandely  would  throw  himself 
upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House  while 
he  offered  a  few  words  in  opposition  to 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Viscount  the  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland.  His  opposition  to  the 
bill  was  grounded  principally  upoD  the 
fect|  that  under  the  pretence  of  \t$  Njoy  a 


measure  to  amend  the  system  of  the  regis* 
tration  of  voters  in  Ireland,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  procure,  by  some  coUateiml 
means,  some  slight  addition  to  the  popai- 
lar  franchise  there.  He  aereed  that  the 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Lancashire 
had  applied  a  much  more  fit  name  to  the 
bill  than  that  which  it  bore,  when  he  de^ 
signated  it  '<  a  new  Reform  Bill  for  Ira* 
land."  He  asked  whether  in  truth  tiit 
bill  was  likely  to  be  pleasing  in  relaody 
or  whether  it  was  not  more  probable  that 
it  would  raise  up  there  a  harvest  of  wot 
such  as  she  had  never  known  ?  It  was  la* 
mentable  that  the  people  of  Ireland  shoald 
be  divided  from  the  landholders  in  opiniooi 
and  interests ;  but  he  saw  no  hope  that 
this  bill  would  produce  such  an  improved 
state  of  peace  as  was  most  desirable.  Ha 
was  sorry  that  persons  in  the  character 
and  fulfilling  the  functions  of  Roman  Cte* 
tholic  priests  should  interfere  in  politioal 
struggles ;  but  it  was  notorious  that  thay 
did  interfere,  and  that  their  authority  had 
great  weight  with  the  people  with  whom  it 
was  exercised.  He  regretted  that  a  system 
of  intimidation  such  as  that  which  waa 
carried  on  should  exist,  and  more  espeoi* 
ally  that  intimidation  should  be  exercised 
towards  labourers,  with  regard  to  thrir 
accepting  employment  under  obnoxious 
masters.  But  did  not  the  House  think 
that  it  was  likely  that  in  a  country  lika 
Ireland,  rife  with  political  agitation^  the 
intimidation  and  the  influence  which  Were 
now  employed  would  be  practised  to  a  still 
greater  extent  if  the  number  of  voters 
were  increased  ?  He  believed,  that  if  thia 
bill  was  likely  to  come  into  operation,  it 
would  create  a  class  of  men  as  voters  wbOy 
under  no  circumstances,  would  be  able  ta 
exercise  their  own  unbiassed  judgment  aa 
to  the  vote  which  they  gave;  and  that  ft 
would  go  for  towards  overthrowing  the 
rights  of  the  more  enlighted  portion  of  the 
constituency.  He  thought  that  the  traa 
principle  on  which  they  should  act  waa 
not  to  lower  the  qualification  to  tiia 
standard  of  the  voter,  but  rather  by  an  at* 
tempted  improvement  of  the  social  condi* 
tion  of  Ireland  to  raise  the  voter  to  tha 
standard  of  the  qualification.  It  had  been 
urged  that  the  refusal  of  the  House  to  a«u 
cede  to  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  oppositi 
would  give  them  just  cause  to  fear  Hm 
consequences  of  such  an  act.  He  oodd 
not  understand  how  fear  could  inflnenoi 
tha  British  House  of  Commons  in  ^buk 
parfiiroanca  of  what  tbaj  m^(bt  daaaill 
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ba  their  duty.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
present  position  of  our  affairs,  with  regard 
to  our  foreign  relations,  should  induce  the 
House  to  assume  a  conciliatory  tone  to- 
wards Ireland,  for  that  in  some  events  the 
country  might  require  her  aid,  which 
otherwise  would  be  withheld  from  us. 
They  were  told  that  Ireland  was  our 
weaicest  point,  and  that  it  had  been  so  for 
many  years;  but  although  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  might  represent  a  great  por- 
tion of  that  country,  it  was  to  be  remem- 
bered that  they  did  not,  at  all  events,  re- 
pi«seut  the  whole  of  it,  and  that  there  was 
much  of  its  wealth  and  respectability  on 
that  side  of  the  House  on  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  sit.  The  petition  which  had 
been  presented  the  other  night  by  the  no- 
ble Lord  (Lord  Stanley),  signed  by  86,000 
individuals,  was  a  triumphant  corrobora- 
tion of  his  statement.  But  was  it  fair  for 
the  House  to  say  that  they  should  consent 
to  what  was  proposed  for  the  purpose  of 
Qonciliating  the  people  of  Ireland  ?  He 
told  hon.  Gentlemen  who  advocated 
this  measure,  that  it  was  one  which  was 
little  likely  to  dispose  the  House  to 
adopt  a  course  of  conciliation.  The 
bill  would  be  of  great  importance — it 
would  be  either  a  blessing  or  a  curse ;  if 
a  blessing,  it  would  heal  the  wounds  of 
Ireland ;  if  a  curse,  it  would  inflame  them. 
He  believed,  that  it  would  add  fuel  to  the 
fire  which  already  raged  in  her  bosom,  and 
be  trusted,  that  the  House  would  calmly 
and  dispassionately  view  the  whole  ques- 
tion ;  but  that,  least  of  all,  they  would 
not  allow  that  stigma  to  apply  to  them, 
that  they  granted  to  their  fears  what  their 
reason  refused.  Before  he  sat  down,  he 
could  not  avoid  again  pressing  upon  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  answering 
that  question  which  had  been  already 
propounded  to  them,  whether  they  should 
be  prepared  to  carry  out  the  same 
measure  with  regard  to  England  and 
Scotland,  as  they  now  proposed  with  re- 
ference to  Ireland.  The  noble  Viscount 
opposite  had  said,  that  this  was  not  the 
time  for  discussing  that  point;  but  he 
must  point  out  to  the  House,  that  if  the 
principle  were  adopted  in  reference  to  this 
bill,  it  would  be  too  late  hereafter  to  say, 
that  it  should  undergo  discussion  with  re- 
spect to  its  further  applioation. 

Mr.  Morsan  J.  O'Comir// after  the  great 
length  to  which  this  debate  had  already 
been  carried,  he  did  not  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  go  far  into  the  detaib  of  the  mea- 


sure now  before  the  House*  Many  of  the 
details  had  been  touched  upon  by  some 
hon.  Gentlemen,  and  he  could  not  bat 
think,  that  it  would  have  been  better  if 
they  had  reserved  their  observations  natil 
the  bill  had  gone  into  committee.  He 
wished  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expres- 
sing the  reasons  which  governed  hit  con* 
duct  in  supporting  the  measure  of  tlie 
noble  Viscount,  and  he  should  endeavoar 
to  confine  himself  to  the  subject  matter  of 
that  which  was  for  their  consideratioo.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  great  value  of 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Viscount,  as  dis* 
tinguished  from  that  of  the  poble  Lord 
opposite,  consisted  in  two  points ;  tbe 
gistration  on  one  side,  and  the 
on  the  other.  Upon  the  first  point,  the 
great  merit  of  the  bill  of  the  noUe  Vis* 
count  consisted  in  the  facilities  which  it 
afforded  to  a  voter  to  prove  hia  title  and 
to  obtain  his  right,  and  the  facilitiet  elso 
which  it  gave  of  retaining  that  right,  when 
it  was  once  established.  The  bill  of  the 
noble  Lord  opposite,  however,  presented 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  just  and  honeet 
claimant,  and  left  him  almost  entirely  nt 
the  mercy  of  vexatious  objections.  On 
this  point  alone,  the  bill  of  the  noble  Via- 
count  was  not  merely  entitled  to  preier* 
ence,  but  to  the  support  of  every  Memlwr 
who  wished  to  see  the  registration  of  vot* 
ers  placed  on  a  satisfactory  and  firm  fooU 
ing.  But  the  main  question  which  the 
House  had  to  decide  wa%  that  of  the  de* 
finition  and  the  new  arrangement  of  the 
franchise  in  Ireland.  He  did  not  thinkt 
that  hon.  Members  had  a  right  to  cons* 
plain  of  the  mixing  together  of  the  two 
questions  of  the  franchise  and  of  registm* 
tration,  for  it  stood  admitted,  that  the 
bulk  of  the  evils  complained  of  in  Ireland 
had  arisen  from  the  uncertainty  and  donbf 
as  to  the  proper  definition  of  the  elective 
franchise  under  the  Reform  Act.  This 
was  a  part  of  the  question,  by  the  wny 
upon  which  the  noble  author  of  the  Re- 
form Act — for  in  that  light  he  might  look 
upon  the  noble  Lord  oppoaite^bad  not 
thrown  any  great  light,  for  he  (Mr.  M.  J. 
O'Conncll)  had  never  heard  him  in  any  eff 
his  speeches  tell  the  House  what  he  meent 
the  franchise  to  be  under  the  terms  of  that 
statute.  Whatever  were  the  proviaions  ef 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  opposite^  as  In 
the  minor  evils  of  an  imperfect  registm* 
tion,  such  as  the  continuance  of  thenamee 
of  deceased  voters  on  the  refistert  Ihn 
ambiguity  of  the  franchise,  wheteitr 


1 045        Adjautmd  HAtUe  —  {  Fbb«  U} 


(Fm^ih  Xht)^ 


\m 


might  be  adopted,  whether  that  of  Sir 
Michael  0*Loghlen,  or  that  which  the 
hoo.  and  learned  Member  for  Bandon 
might  wish  to  be  taken— the  solvent  te- 
nant test  would  in  either  case  exist,  and  it 
would  be  found,  that  the  same  uncertainty 
of  determination,  affecting  as  well  the  in^ 
terests  as  the  opinion  of  contending  par- 
ties, would  still  exist.  It  was  9ome  satis- 
faction for  him  to  know,  that  at  least  one 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  agreed  in  some 
of  the  principles  of  this  bill,  but  he  re« 
gretted  to  iind,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wakefield  (Mr.  Lascelles),  though  he  did 
not  always  think  wilh  his  party,  still  main- 
tained his  usual  course  of  voting  with 
them.  Sorry  was  he  to  see,  that  he  had 
gone  from  such  good  premises  as  he  had 
made,  to  so  unjust  a  conclusion.  He 
thought,  that  the  House  would  decide, 
that  the  test  which  should  be  adopted 
should  have  the  effect  of  extending  rather 
than  narrowing  the  franchise,  and  he 
thought,  that  that  which  was  proposed 
was  the  best  calculated  to  meet  the  ob- 
ject which  they  had  in  view.  First,  it 
was  of  a  nature  regular  and  determined, 
which  would  give  a  liberal  and  extended 
franchise ;  but  still  more  than  that,  it  was 
valuable  because  it  was  simple  and  intel- 
ligible, and  because  there  could  be  no 
possibility  of  a  mistake  upon  it.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  about  the  low  rate  at 
which  it  had  been  proposed  to  fix  the 
franchise.  He  begged  leave  to  remind 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  made  that  ob- 
jection, however,  that  if  they  looked  to 
those  tables  which  were  given  in  the  re- 
turns which  had  been  laid  before  the 
House,  they  would  find,  that  even  this 
rating  would  exclude  a  great  number  of 
those  from  the  constituency  of  Ireland, 
who  were  already  upon  the  register.  He 
knew  it  might  he  said,  that  they  were  not 
entitled  to  continue  on  the  register  as  ten* 
pound  voters,  if  they  did  not  even  posseu 
a  5L  qualification;  but  the  test  of  the 
property  of  the  tenant  had  generally  been 
taken  in  Ireland,  and  although  he  would  not 
go  into  the  reasons  for  this  being  so,  the 
fact  was  as  he  had  stated,  and  bad  been 
shown  to  be  so,  by  Mr.  Leslie  Foster, 
in  the  year  1829,  for  although  his  opinion 
was  of  a  contrary  tendency,  his  arg«» 
ments  were  so  correct,  that  he  would  not 
attempt  to  draw  a  conclusion  inconsistent 
with  the  truth.  He  would  not  himself 
ofier  any  further  observatkms  to  the  Hooae 
upon  this  point;  but  he  would  refer  tht 


noble  Lord  oppoaite  to  the  opioiop  of  ^ 
man  whom  he  coald  not  very  well  oppM^ 
he  meant  Mr.  Solicitor-geoead  Cmmoh 
ton,  whO|  on  the  18th  JiuWy  1833,  in  ftpw 
to  some  obeervattons  of  the  Immi.  wmI 
learned  Member  for  Dublini  made  use  ,of 
the  following  exprtssion  :-<« 

<*  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  by  the  pasn^ 
ing  of  this  bill,  Ireland  will  ha¥c  a  eoaaiif 
tuency  far  beyond  any  thing  which  SeoUani 
could  boast,  and  ceitainly  not  mw4i  hebM 
that  of  England." 

He  waa  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  bow,  after 
that  testimony  of  his  intentions  in  ioti«« 
ducioy  the  Reform  BUI,  the  noUe  I4m4 
opposite  could  now  8ey»  that  the  oonati* 
tnency  was  (ibeval  enough  in  Ii^la^d* 
With  regard  to  the  number  of  voUr^  tbo 
noble  Lord  bad  come  forward  with  M 
argument  which  was  intended  to  aflbnl  ^a 
complete  answer  to  all  that  had  been  uiA 
as  to  the  existing  position  of  the  Iriab 
franchise.  The  noble  Lord  had  prodtmd 
a  paper.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  account  tnt 
the  ignorance  of  the  noble  Lord  on  thii 
question,  for  he  could  not  suppose  thai 
he  would  have  used  the  argument  had  bt 
known  its  fallacy.  He  had  gone  throvpb 
the  number  of  voters  in  Cork,  in  Dabliii^ 
in  Mayo,  and  in  other  plaoes,  with  a  view 
to  show  the  increase  which  hfkd  trium 
place.  The  noble  Viscount,  the  Secrttaij 
for  Ireland  had,  a  short  time  before,  atateo, 
that  at  the  late  election  for  Mayo  (which 
was  one  of  the  places  named),  there  bad 
been  no  contest,  by  reason  of  the  omissioQ 
of  the  voters  to  register  themselvea,  ao 
that  the  constituency  did  not  exceed  700, 
Many  hon.  Members  could  have  told  the 
noble  Lord,  that  the  return  contained  ail 
the  voters  of  1839,  and  manj  who  bM 
been  re-registered.  Those  of  the  yei^r 
1832,  however,  expired  in  October  %wA 
November  last.  The  return  bore  dtto  ^f 
the  pretious  February,  and  ainoe  then  tho 
dimmutioo  of  the  number  of  voters  bad 
been  very  great.  The  return  for  Antrim 
showed  the  number  of  votera  on  the  lis^ 
to  be  5,263,  but  of  these  3,487  TOtea  hid 
expired.  In  Armagh,  the  number  liwl 
been  reduced  from  5,3fi4,  by  3»3432  w 
Cork,  the  number  had  been  raduoed  from 
5,738,  by  3,835»  thua  leaving  a  conali* 
tuency  of  less  than  9,000,  for  a  populatiem 
of  700,000 ;  m  Mayo,  the  uumbera  hid 
been  reduced  fhmi  9,185,  by  U350 1  aW 
in  Tipperary,  from  4,143,  by  8,369.  U 
was  galling  to  the  ibeUoga  of  the  peefii 
of  IraluMl,  mhm  thay  aaw  ao  wwb  ^ipii 
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rsDce  of  the  stale  or  their  couotry,  by 
thow  who  came  Torward  to  legislate  for  it ; 
but  he  could  well  forgive  ihe  igoorance,  if 
be  «aw  the  exhibitiou  of  a  spirit  of  ac- 
quiescence. The  noble  Lord  had  made 
ute  of  another  argument  to  which  he 
would  refer,  and  at  which  he  had  been 
much  aiioniihed.  He  said,  he  would  not 
press  upon  the  House  the  argument  how 
onpostible  it  was  to  sanction  the  appli- 
cation of  (hose  principles  to  Ireland  alone, 
because  that  was  an  argument  which 
would  readily  suggest  itself  to  the  mind 
of  every  one  who  heard  him,  and  hon 
iropoisible  it  would  be  to  withhold  the 
■ame  extension  of  the  elective  franchise  to 
Ihe  other  pans  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Now,  he  did  not  object  to  the  extension 
of  the  franchise  in  England  and  Scotland; 
but  did  the  noble  Lord,  when  he  used 
that  argument,  think  that  it  was  double- 
handleo,  and  might  be  used  against  him  ? 
Did  he  recollect,  that  if  it  was  good  that 
tbe  privileges  of  Ireland  should  be  ex- 
tended to  England  and  Scotland,  it  would 
be  equally  good  that  the  privileges  of 
England  and  Scotland  should  be  extended 
to  Ireland  ?  In  the  discussions  upon  the 
question  of  the  Irish  Municipal  Reform 
Act,  did  hon.  Gentlemen,  who  so  unani- 
mously desired  to  concede  the  new  law  to 
England  and  Scotland,  with  the  same 
eagerness  desire  to  ap)ily  its  principles  to 
Ireland?  No;  but  tliey  opposed  it,  and 
rtsisted  it  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
and  threw  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
grantiuif  the  provisions  which  were  pro- 
posed. Was  this  the  way,  he  asked,  in 
which  either  the  noble  l.ord  or  hoD.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  thought  to  procure  the 
extension  to  Ireland  of  British  rights  end 
privileges  ?  Was  this  their  notion  of  the 
union  between  the  two  countries,  fur  which 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  declared  himscIF 
■uch  a  strenuous  advocate,  that  he  would 
resist  any  alteration  being  made,  even  to 
the  death  ?  He  did  not  know  whether  the 
noble  Lord  would  apeak  of  Ireland  in  the 
nme  terms  as  a  recent  pamphleteer,  who 
called  himself  "  A  Conservative  Member 
of  Pari  lament, "  and  showed  himself  to  be 
k  great  admirer  of  the  noble  Lord,  whom 
be  called  the  head  of  his  party.  He 
talked  of  England  ai  the  "  royal  mistress," 
and  of  Irelaud  as  her  "  iributsry;"  not  a 
phrase  of  equality,  certainly,  or  of  even  a 
moderate  degree  of  inferiority.  But  whe- 
ther the  noble  Lord  meant  to  use  such 
wxdi  or  not,  he,  at  all  eventa,  Rwied  to 
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be  inclined  to  employ  such  language. — 
A  great  deal  had  been  said  about  repeal 
of  the  uuion.     What  did  they  suppose  the 

ng  on  the  subject  in  Ireland  arose 
from,  but  the  discontent  that  existed  in 
the  country  X  Did  they  think  to  allay  that 
discontent,  by  opposing  such  a  meaauro 
as  this  ?  No  ;  they  would,  on  the  contrary, 
make  it  assume  a  more  dangerous  shape 
than  it  had  ever  yet  assumed.  He  was 
the  last  man  to  use  anything  like  ihreati, 
but  he  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the  hc\, 
that  discomfiture  abroad  might  occur  at 
the  same  lime  with  discontent  at  home. 
It  was  unfortunately  observable,  that  al- 
most every  great  concession  made  to  the 
popular  feeling,  had  been  made  under 
circumstances  similar  to  the  present   in 

ind.  But  the  present  measure  would 
raise  a  feeling  of  gratitude  in  Irelaod,  that 
would  lead  to  much  more  glorious  resulta 
than  those  of  military  renown.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  House  would  agree  to 
the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Emerson  Tennent,  in  the  very  ftw 
observations  which  he  had  to  offer  to  tho 
House,  would  confine  himself  strictltr  |o 
tbe  question  of  the  franchise  proposed  by 
this  bill ;  und  which,  in  realitv,  waa  tbe 
bill  itself;  fur  all  the  clauses  andproriuona 
contained  iu  it  have  reference  tu  tbe  amw 
franchise,  aiid  it  alime;  and  when  tbe 
single  clause  which  establishes  the  5f.  rating 
shall  hare  been  struck  out  of  the  bill,  the 
remainder  of  its  provisions  will  he  abao- 
lutely  useless,  inasmuch  as  they  are  Ut- 
terly inapplicable  to  the  existing  frauckiac^ 
as  constituted  by  the  Reform  Act.  And 
he  would  beg  to  impress  this  importaat 
&ct  upon  the  attention  of  hon.  Membeti 
opposite,  some  of  whom  might  be  dtapoaed 
to  rote  for  the  second  reading  of  the  entire 
bill,  although  utterly  condemning  the  it, 
franchise  clause,  under  the  conviction  thnt 
it  could  be  expunged  in  committee,  and 
the  remainder  left  as  a  remedy  for  tbe 
existing  abuses.  This  course  he  b^lcd 
to  tell  them  now  was  utterly  impraclw^ 
ble,  for  when  the  fanchise  clauK  u  es> 
tractcd,  the  entire  measure  being  eoi^ 
stnictcd  upon  it,  must  of  ncccsnty  Ul  te 
the  ground,  and  the  grand  object  of  the 
opponents  of  any  reform  in  tJie  preaaat 
system  will  have  attained  their  ob}K!t—«* 
diatl  have  no  bill  this  year.  He  said  it 
distinctly,  that  to  expunge  ibUdauae  in 
cumtiiittce  was  tantamount  to  Toting 
against  the  further  progrew  of  the  billj 
Md  to  vote  foe  the  wnole  bill  now,  mm  lo 
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all  intents  to  apfxrove  of  that  clause^  be« 
cause  the  whole  lull  wasbntlt  upon  it.  And^ 
first,  as  to  the  mode  of  ascertaining  this 
new  franchise— one  serious  objection  which 
he  saw,  was  the  absolute  and  summary 

Sower  given  to  the  Poor-law  officials  of 
eterming  the  extent  of  the  electoral  con- 
stituencies of  Ireland.  He  bad  always  re- 
ffarded  the  valuation  under  the  roor- 
law  as  most  important  and  valuable  as 
an  evidence  to  assist  in  discriminating 
the  qualified  persons  in  the  court  of 
the  registering  barrister.  But  the  pre- 
sent bill  rendered  these  valuations  not 
merely  the  evidence,  but  the  judgment  in 
each  case.  By  the  11th  clause  the  poll- 
book  shall  be  ''  conclusive  "  evidence  of 
the  net  value,  and  a  copy  of  it,  in  its  absence 
shall  be  primd  facie  evidence.  The  opinion 
of  the  valuators,  therefore,  will  be  not 
merely  testimony  to  go  before  the  court, 
but  it  will  be  the  decision  of  the  court 
itself,  when  right.  The  Poor-law  officials 
and  their  empbif^es  will  thus  be,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  a  political  engine ;  and, 
looking  to  the  spirit  in  which  these  elec- 
tions and  appointments  had  hitherto  been 
carried  in  Ireland,  he  conceived  that  sudi 
a  result  would  be  neither  prudent,  safe, 
nor  satis&ctory.  In  one  instance,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary,  the  clerk  of  the 
gnardfians  had  already  been  detected  in 
making  out  the  lists  of  rate-payers,  as  if 
by  anticipation,  in  diyisions  of  Tories  and 
Liberals ;  and  had  been  reprimanded,  but 
not  dismissed,  for  his  mischievous  inter- 
ference. To  confide  the  absolute  and  un- 
controlled power  of  making  out  the  lists  of 
voters  to  officials  such  as  this,  would  be  an 
aggravation  rather  than  alleviation  of  the 
present  system.  And  now,  as  to  the 
amount  of  that  franchise,  he  would  pass  by 
altogether  the  considerations  of  the  fina* 
lity  of  the  Reform  Bill  as  a  constitutioqal 
settlement,  and  the  danger  of  annual  revo- 
lutions as  expounded  by  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Secretary  for  the  C-olonies,  and  the 
various  other  incidental  considerations 
which  either  had  been,  or  could  not  fiul  to 
be,  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  in  the  course  of  the  debate.  He 
would  confine  himself  exclusively  to  the 
probable  working  of  the  measure,  did  there 
exist  the  remotest  probability  of  its  ever 
becoming  the  law  of  Ireland.  In  this  xe- 
spect  he  would  declare  distinctly  that  he 
would  infinitely  prefer  hoosehold  suffrage 
to  this  principle  of  a  5/  franchise,  made  up 
compoundedly  of  house  and  land.  A  auin 
with  a  house  of  the  annual  value  of  5(. 


a  more  xtaponsible  and  reqieetable  penoK 
than  an  individiial  with  a  roof  worth  poMJ  i 
bly  50if.,  or  perhaps  with  no  house  at  al|» 
but  a  lodge,  and  paying  a  nck-ivnt  ht  m 
mudi  land  as  could  be  yaloed  by  the  Poer* 
lawofficeratd/.  Nay,  further,  a  tesantnidht 
be  paying  for  land  from  fifty  to  one  hnomiA 
per  cent,  more  than  its  value ;  he  niighl 
be  paying  lOL  for  hmd  valued  at  only  fi^i 
ana  yet  if  that  man  had  a  fiig-ena  at.% 
fourteen  years  lease  unexpired,  he  €QqI4 
register  as  an  elector  mr  his  coaDty« 
The  noUe  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Irehuidy 
had  announced  his  intention  to  define  the 
existing  franchise,  by  which  a  man  is  x»» 
quired  to  have  a  beneficial  interest  of  at 
least  10/.  above  his  rent,  and  he  redeeoM 
his  promise  by  substituting  a  definitioa 
that  would  admit  the  party  whose  rest 
might  he  102.  above  the  actual  value.  Bujb 
in  order  to  prevent  the  inundation  of  tki 
lists  by  persons  of  this  class,  the  oohli 
Lord  places  the  utmost  reliance  upon  lik^ 
check  which  will  be  imposed  by  the  ratings 
and  by  the  party  who  accepts  or  the  frachise 
being  subjected  to  the  assessment  of  hia 
property  in  consequence;  and,  conse- 
quently, that  persons  falling  below  the 
standard,  will  not  submit  to  be  plaoed 
firaudently  upon  the  list,  from  an  appm^ 
hension  of  the  payments  it  will  entioL 
This  was  an  argument  that  midit  be  iof 
avail  were  the  amount  to  be  levied  a  matter 
of  serious  amount;  but  the  rate  upon  a 
tenement  of  the  value  of  5/.,  at  ten  pence 
in  the  pound,  which  was  the  sum  expected 
to  be  imposed  in  Ireland,  would  not  be 
more  than  two  shillings  and  a  penny  uposi 
each  elector,  as  on  5/.  tenements  the  land- 
lord is  to  be  subject  to  one-half  the  ratew 
Two  shillings  a  year  would  therefore  be  the 
hire  of  a  franchise  in  Ireland ;  and  if  tki 
elector  objected  to  its  amount,  he  did  ail 
conoeivethatitwould  be  difficult  tofindiOMi 
patriot  willing  to  bear  the  expenae.  IncoB^ 
stituencies  which  had  been  newly  oonteata^^ 
a  very  trifling  annual  son  would  speedHr 

Ct  an  end  to  elections ;  600  voters  ooali 
kept  upon  the  lists  for  60L  a-yesr| 
and,  as  if  to  suit  the  law  to  some  saA 
emeigency,  he  observed  that  in  the  lOlh 
clause  a  provision  had  been  quietly  slipped 
in  to  legalise  the  payment  of  rates  '^Ott 
behalf  of  the  elector  r  a  jmiiyision  which 
was  utterly  >t  variance  with  the  bw  ia 
England,  and  had  probaUy  been  ai^ 
gested  by  the  unfortunate  fiulure  .«f 
a  similar  attempt  to  awamp  the  cnnstifi 
I  eney  of  Liverpool.  The  xeaaons  asaigMi| 
!  by  the  aoUe  Lord  for  estaUiahinp  ' 
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fimachiae  this  jrear  are  precisely  the  same 
aa  thoae  anlduced  by  the  hon.  Xlember  for 
Dublin,  when  the  DoUe  LonI  resisted 
it  last  year,  namely,  some  iDequality  be- 
tween the  relative  numbers  of  the  consti- 
tuency and  the  population  in  the  various 
counties  and  boroughs  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  an  inference  thence  derived 
that  in  the  latter  country  the  Reform  Act 
has  failed  to  realise  its  own  intentions  or 
promises.  Now,  he  would  take  just  one 
example  in  order  to  show  that  such  was 
not  the  fact,  as  to  an}'  failure  in  the  effect 
of  the  Reform  Act  of  183*2,  and  likewise 
to  exhibit  in  its  true  colours,  the  probable 
effect  of  this  new  Reform  Bill  of  1841. 
The  illustration  which  he  would  adduce 
was,  that  of  the  town  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  and  which,  as  there 
was  nothing  peculiar  in  its  circumstances, 
might  be  rairly  taken  as  exhibiting  the 
case  of  similar  constituencies  in  Ireland. 
On  looking  to  the  report  of  the  lx)undary 
commissioners,  which  was  the  basis  of  any 
expectations  formed  as  to  the  working  of 
the  Reform  Bill,  he  found  the  following 
passage  as  to  Belfast : — 

*'  The  number  of  houses  within  the  limits 
of  the  borough  is  about  8,022,  of  which  31C 
are  of  the  annual  value  of  10/.  and  upwards; 
making  the  necessary  deductions  from  these 
for  female  occupiers,  vacant  houses,  double 
OGCUpuncies,  and  disqualified  persons,  and 
taking  the  whole  of  these  at  B60,  the  probable 
number  of  qualified  occupiers  of  loL  houses 
in  Belfast  would  be  2,300/' 

By  this  statement  it  appears  that  the 
lOL  constituency  was  anticipated  by  the 
framcrs  of  the  Reform  Bill  to  amoiint 
to  2,300  persons ;  and  of  course,  when 
they  are  told  that  that  qualification 
is  to  be  superseded,  and  a  lower  one  by 
fifty  |)er  cent,  introihiced,  they  will 
imngine  that  the  original  expectation  has 
Utterly  failed,  and  that  the  actual  consti- 
tuency  has  fallen  far  l)clow  the  estimate 
of  183*2;  but  what  has  licen  the  fact? 
The  number  of  registered  occupiers  in 
Belfast  amounts  to  2,105,  within  195  of 
their  original  calculation;  and  the  dif- 
ference unregistered  is  more  than  ac- 
counted for  by  the  want  of  a  clause  to  ad- 
mit the  registration  of  Joint-tenants — a 
provision  which,  if  introduced,  still  leaving 
the  franchise  at  the  10/.  stamlanl,  will 
more  than  make  up  the  cimstituency  to 
the  2,;i00  represented  by  the  commis- 
sioners. And  now  as  t<}  the  effect  of  the 
pro|N>fled  alteration  in  Bi*lf;ist.  l\c  had 
caused   the    two    existing    valuations  of 


Belfast  to  be  strictly  ezunined.  One  of 
these  is  made  by  tlie  local  polioe,  and  takes 
notice  of  all  houses  of  and  above  the  value 
of — /.:  the  other  is  the  Poor-law  valuatHNi 
upon  the  same  principle.  The  PoorJaw 
valuation  gives  the  number  of  5/.  houses 
and  upwards  as  ti,36d,  the  police  tsIu- 
ation  makes  them  6,773;  deductiog  fron 
the  former  of  these  the  number  of  houass 
actually  registered,  namely,  S,i05»  we 
shall  have  in  Belfast  an  addition  to  the 
constituency  of  no  less  than  4,260  persoes^ 
qualified  as  5/.  householders  under  the  bill 
of  the  noble  Lord,  4,260  new  electors  to 
be  added  to  2,105.  But  this  is  not  the 
entire  question.  Population  is  not  the 
only  basis  of  the  franchise ;  but  the  theory 
of  the  representation  goes  upon  the  prio* 
ciple  that,  in  legislation,  property  should 
be  protected  by  conferring  the  (ranchiae 
only  upon  those  who  know  its  rights  bjr 
enjoying  it.  But  will  this  description 
ap|)ly  to  the  multitudes  with  which  the 
present  constituency  is  to  be  deluged  ? 
They  will  be  men  w)iose  whole  property  is 
inferred  from  the  ])OS8es8ion  of  a  61. 
house.  Ever}'  voter  now  upon  the  lists 
with  pro)>erty  amounting  of  10/.  and 
upwards,  will  be  outvoted  by  the  additioo 
of  two  electors,  whose  franchise  will  be 
5/.  'J'hc  new  constituency  will  consist  of 
two  men  of  the  qualification  of  5/.  for  CTerjr 
one  of  the  qualification  of  10/.  and 
above  it ;  and  vet  property,  even  the  Doble 
Lord  will  tell  us,  is  to  be  the  bant  sf 
qualification.  Why,  even  in  introdnciBg 
the  munincipal  franchiie  for  Ireland,  the 
noble  Lord  did  not  venture  to  reduoa  h  to 
so  low  a  standard  as  this.  It  is  to  be 
tantammmt  to  a  10/.  qualificatiooj  or  Mmie> 
thing  near  it-*that  is  to  say,  the  mail 
who  has  a  vote  for  a  town  councillor  or  a 
munici|)al  clerk  must  be  qualified  to  the 
extent  of  10/.,  but  the  elector  of  a  Member 
for  the  borough  nee<l  only  be  in  possession 
of  a  shed  that  can  be  rated  at  5/.  Not 
only  the  abkunlity  and  inconsistency,  but 
the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  such 
a  settlement  would  effectually  prevent  iis 
ever  passing  into  a  law,  and'  he  believvd 
that  there  was  too  much  gtwNl  sense  eves 
amongst  Members,  who  on  other  poiats 
8upporte<l  the  Ciovemment,  to  permit  thfei 
to  give  their  countenance  to  such  a  pro- 
ject of  des])oration  and  revotution. 

Mr.  William  Rochr.  said,  he  likewise, 
felt  it  necessary  to  commence  as  so  many 
previous  speakers  did  by  stating  that  verg- 
inp:  so  near  a  close  as  this  |»rotrBcled  de- 
bate now  does,  analysed  as  even  its  delaib 
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M  well  »  iu  principle*  (which  ftlfly  brm 
the  onlj  object  of  the  precent  readiog) 
hi*e  been.  He  was  little  inelinsd  to  long 
detain  the  Honie,  or  indeed  at  all,  were 
it  not  (eapecinily  in  the  feelings  of  Irilh 
Membeis)  a  question,  nay  a  chsisi  aeri- 
ouily  involving  the  rights,  the  liberties) 
tranquility,  and  welt  being,  of  that  country 
which  sent  them  here  to  protect  and  pm- 
RKile  its  interests.  However  ilighting;ly  or 
dubionslv  the  honourable,  and  he  believed 
he  should  add,  the  learned  Member  for 
Belfast,  spoke  of  adopting  the  Poor-law 
valuation  ai  a  principle  for  estimating  the 
elective  franchise  in  Ireland,  he  (Mr. 
Roche)  deemed  it  one  of  the  most  nseful 
portions  of  the  present  bill,  alTording  as  it 
did  the  most  definite  and  impartial  test 
that  could  be  devised  for  that  purpose, 
instead  of  the  present  uncertain,  conflict- 
ing, and  litigious  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
quatificBlton,  embarratsing,  as  it  did,  the 
very  highest  authorities  and  tribunals,  so 
that,  conformably  to  the  couplet,  it  may 
be  said— 
"Wlio  can  decide  when  doctors  (or  rather 

judges)  dingree, 
"  And  founder  irasuials  doubt  that)  you  or  nw." 

Gentlemen  would,  of  course,  entertain 
their  respective  opinions  on  the  5/.  ralaBi 
but  in  his  opinion  it  was  the  fairest  that 
could  be  adopted  even  in  reference  to  Ihi 


{PtB.U)  (Pm^Dag).  IflM 

staneas,  whtra  a  Of.  me  ia  tUs  mtai  m^ 
not  \m  equal  Lo  loJ.  bwnfawJ  intatert  asdar 


tba  present  system  of  Tagiuntion,  that  |i 

rally  snaking  a  5L  rate  under  iha  PooeUaw 
would  ba  found  to  possess  a  more  certain  apd 
substantial  Aeehold  intereil,  than  what  Is 
termed  the  beneficial  interest  Of  10/.,  nttdtt 
Iha  existing  laws  relative  to  regisliallm. 

■Believe  melee.'" 

Now,  a  mora  compeltMt  pcraoo  oa«U 
not  be  fonnd,  at  least  in  the  onion  wbtn 
he  presided,  than  the  intelligent  writer  ttf 
this  letter,  peculiarly  well  informed  u  In 
was  on  the  subject.  He(Mr.Rocha)eodd 
not  bat  consider  this  bill  and  ila  rival  onej 
that  of  tha  noble  Lord  the  Member  fvi 
North  Lancashire,  aa  antagonist  meaaureit 
the  one  to  sustain,  the  other  to  nttimatek 
extinguish  the  popular  part  of  the  Im 
constitnency,  the  one  calotilated  to  tacart 
the  spirit  of  the  Irish  Refbrm  Act,'tlM 
other  by  iU  tortures  aod  baraasing  derfan 
and  requisites,  to  paralyse,  and  io  tba  cImI 
annihilate  every  popular  right  gnntad  bj 
that  act,  for  what  right  could  be  sMinn 
unless  fortified  bv  the  right  oi  fianobiaa. 
But,  this  branch  of  Van  Mbjeet  bad 
been  so  amply  argued  tbat  ha  wovid 
turn  to  another  which  attracted  his  RttaS- 
tiOQ  during  the  debate,  and  tor  wbirfc 
purpose  he  waa  desiiona  of  riting  jtatv^ 
day,  afler  the  speech   of  the  bon.  and 


would  not  raise  the  Irish  conatitnency 
beyond  its  present  aggregate,  but  at  all 
events  not  beyond  what  Ireland  was  jnallv 
entitled  to,  with  reference  to  the  English 
constituency  ;  the  Poor-law  valuation 
being  so  much  inferior  to  the  estimate  Of 
value  usually  taken  under  present  circura- 
siances.  To  sustain  this  opinion  he  would 
beg  leave  to  read  a  letter  from  a  moat 
intelligent  respectHble  gentleman.  Captain 
Kane,  chairman  of  the  Poor-law  gnaraiana 
in  the  Limerict  Union. 

"  Limerick  IS  Feb.,  tSil. 
"  Mj  Dear  Sir, 
"  With  regard  to  your  inquiries  relative  In 
the  valuation  of  the  Limerick  Union,  I  beg  to 
acquaint  you  that  I  have  been  this  day  em- 
ployed as  chairmen  of  the  board  of  guaidiaua, 
examining  and  comparing  the  rates  to  enable 
me  to  sign  the  warrants  for  tlieir  coUaation, 
and  thai,  by  comparing  the  rales  mode  by  the 
valuator  oa  the  several  descriptions  of  pro- 

Serty  io  the  Union  with  what  1  consider  the 
lir  value  of  that  properly,  if  brought  tuU  the 
maitet,  I  have  no  hesitation  In  saying  I  am 
MtlsAed  that,  altboagh  there  nay  be  a  a«  ia- 


10/.  qualification  now  existing  under  the  ' '""•«*   Member  for  Bandon,  to  omh. 

Reform  AcL      He  wa.  cnnvinfed  It    3,"««f.  "^  >•,'■  ''""B  «rt«ngl>«i  iba  Inah 

Catholic    Clergy    for    Ibcir    iDtarfeftiiaa 

in  public  affairs.  Ha  (Mr.  Rocba)  agfoad, 

and  so  would  every  reflecting  paraoa,  that 

it  Would  ba  wall  if  things  were  so  aattlad 

and  adjusted  as  to  take  away  anj  re«soa<. 

able  cause  for  tha  clergy  of  aithar  and  v 

"hwherai 

tbeaog 


ntharandaran 
persuasion  deaceading  from  tba  h^her  ana 


•trifa  ofpolitics;  but,8ir,taidthaboa.da» 
tlaman,  it  is  not  ehoica,  it  is  naemity,  tbat 
compels  tha  CaiboUo  paatoca  to  do  ao  1b 
order,  aa  was  wall  aaidaiDsd  by  tba  boa. 
Haiaber  fiir  Drogfaeda,  Io  defend  ibas- 
aelna,  their  creed,  and  their  paopla  froM 
the  odiona  alanders  and  calaainies  beapad 
ao  unjustly  upon  them  i  riasdeis  and  ca- 
lumnies wbich  they  will  not  oo^ongbtaol,!* 
•offer  or  submit  to  witbont  fapellmg,  aiMl 
reacning  their  craed,  flharacter  and  Boak% 
IhMD  such  nalignitj  and  oppmsaioa.  It 
caann  be  daaiad,  Sir,  tbat  tba  CatboUt 
doiay  are  moat  asasdaoaa  in  tbair  ardwMa  ' 
callinga  laaviog  thea  litila  tiaw  or  ia* 
clination  indeed  for  gratailoBaly  madiliifc 
is  politictt  and  Itl,  Sir,  tbia  dwiwMi 
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forbearance  be  but  practised  by  the  clergy 
of  other  sects,  and  you  will  assuredly  find 
the  Catholic  pastors  most  willingly  and 
anxiously  adopt  it.  It  is,  Sir,  a  defect  in 
human  nature  not  to  appreciate  sufficiently 
what  we  possess  until  deprived  of  it :  and, 
Sir,  without  the  untiring  admonitions  and 
exertions  of  the  Catholic  clergy,  oflen,  I 
fear,  would  their  poor  flocks  be  goaded  by 
want  and  oppression  into  the  most  serious 
convulsions — and  sure  I  am  that  if  a  hos- 
tile armament  menaced  their  shores  none 
would  be  found  more  prompt  than  they  to 
repel  it ;  laying  aside  on  such  an  occa- 
sion every  personal  feeling,  and  all  minor 
considerations,  to  testify  their  loyalty  and 
love  of  country.  But,  Sir,  the  only  true 
way  to  put  a  stop  to  Irish  agitation  whe- 
ther clerical  or  laical  is  (to  use  this  short 
but  emphatic  phrase)  "  by  doing  justice  to 
that  country,"  and  by  raising  it  politically, 
and  physically  to  the  rank  and  comforts 
of  its  sister  people.  This,  and  this  alone, 
is  the  sound  and  permanent  remedy  and 
until  adopted  it  will  be  unfair  and  unjust 
to  complain  of  Irish  agitation.  But  to 
turn  to  another  subject,  I  beg  to  say,  that 
I  was  in  Ireland  when  intelligence  arrived 
there  of  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  now 
under  discussion,  by  the  noble  Lord,  the 
excellent  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  I  can 
bear  testimony  to  the  great  and  general 
satisfaction  it  diffused,  not  only  by  its 
intrinsic  justice  and  liberality,  but  likewise 
by  inspiring  a  hope  that  the  other  wants 
of  Ireland,  political  and  physical,  would 
iK)t  continue  interminably  unheeded.  In- 
deed this  feeling  of  satisfaction  was  fur- 
ther augmented  by  its  contrast  with  the 
anxiety  and  alarm,  produced  by  the  pre- 
vious tortuous  measure  of  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Member  for  North  Lancashire,  the 
enactments  of  which  were  so  burdensome 
to  the  honest  as  well  as  the  dishonest 
claimant,  that  an  abandonment  of  looking 
for  the  franchise,  through  such  a  maze  of 
difficulties,  would  be  the  result.  On  this 
announcement  of  the  Government  mea- 
sure the  people  asked  each  other,  "  will 
not  the  noble  Lord  suspend  at  least  his 
bill,  and  give  a  fair  trial  to  the  Govern- 
ment proceeding,"  affording  as  it  does  so 
much  contentment  and  satisfaction  ? — but 
the  reply  unfortunately  was,  "  It  is  not 
likely,"  for  the  more  liberal  and  equitable 
the  Government  measure,  the  more  it  will 
be  resisted  by  those  who  have  so  long 
deemed  coercion  not  conciliation,  and 
consideration   to  be  the  principle  upon 


which  Ireland  should  be  governed.  Thii 
anticipation,  he  trusted,  would  not  prove 
true,  and  that  the  good  sense  and  good 
feeling  of  Parliament,  would  pass  a  mea- 
sure founded  upon  justice,  upon  the  spirit 
of  the  Reform  Bill,  calculated  to  produce 
so  much  of  contentment  in  Ireland,  and 
to  put  an  end  to  that  lamentable  liti|;a» 
tion  and  difference  of  opinion  now  exist* 
ing  on  the  nature  of  the  franchise,  or  quali- 
fication ;  the  defining  of  which  is  one  of 
the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  Government 
Bill,  and  the  omission  of  which  in  suck 
remedial  measure,  would  be  like  leaving 
out  (to  use  an  illustration  often  adduced) 
the  part  of  Hamlet  in  the  play  of  that 
name.  Under  these  impressions  and  feel- 
ings the  bill  before  the  House  shall  have 
my  warmest  support." 

Mr.  Shaw  said,  that  in  rising  to  addreee 
the  House  at  that  protracted  period  of  the 
debate,  he  was  relieved ,  as  well  by  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  as  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  previoiu 
speeches,  from  the   necessity  of  proving 
what  must,  by  that  time,  be  plain  to  hon. 
Gentlemen,  on  both  sides  of  the  Houi 
that  the  real  question  then  under 
sion  was  one  of  the  franchise  and  not  of 
registration — and  that  their  divbion,  to  be 
taken  that  night,  would  decide,  not  whe- 
ther they  would  give  a  second  reading  to 
a  bill  having  for  its  bond  fidt  object  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  the  registration 
of  voters  in  Ireland,  but  whether  or  not 
they  were  prepared  to  sanction  the  princi* 
pie  of  the  substitution  of  a  5/.  occupation 
franchise  for  the  present  1 OZ.  property  or 
profit  franchise  prevailing  in  the  counties, 
and  the  present  10/.  occupation  franchiie 
in  the  towns  of  Ireland.     That  had  been 
ably  shown  by  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend 
the  Member  for  Exeter  (Sir  W.  Follett), 
was  admitted  in  the  fervent  candour  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Secretary-at- War  (Mr.  Mac- 
aulay)  ;  and  to  his  (Mr.  Shaw's)  mind,  was 
no  less  clearly  proved  by  the  entire  omission 
of  that,  the  real  question,  from  the  speeches 
of  the  two  right  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men  opposite,  the   Attorney-general  fur 
Ireland  (Mr.  Pigot),  and  the  Vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Sheil). 
who  appeared  to  think  it  more  politic  to 
entangle  the  attention  of  the  House  in  the 
details  of  his  noble  Friend's  (Lord  Stan- 
ley's) bill,  which  was  not  then  before  them, 
than  to  allow  it  to  dwell  upon  the  real 
point  under  consideration,  namely,  whe- 
ther that  House  was  prepared  to  dcpnit 
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from  the  principlat  of  the  Reform  Bill 
That  the  present  system  of  registration  in 
Ireland  was  one  of  fiction,  fraud,  and  per- 
jury, was  notorious  ;  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Morpeth)  admitted  it  on  the  introduction 
of  the  present  bill;  and  the  documents 
and  evidence  adduced  by  the  noble  Lord 
on  that  occasion  abundantly  proved  a  case 
against  the  present  law  of  registration, 
meagre  and  inadequate  as  they  were  for 
the  purpose  for  which  the  noble  Lord  re- 
lied upon  them.  The  insincerity  of  the 
Gofernment  in  their  professed  desire  to 
amend  the  existing  registration  laws,  ap- 
peared from  the  whole  history  of  their 
legislation  on  the  subject  since  the  Session 
of  1835.  Bill  after  bill  was  reluctantly 
introduced,  slowly  proceeded  with,  and 
eventually  abandoned  by  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  successive  law-officers  of  the 
Crown  in  Ireland,  from  that  time  until  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament,  when  his  noble 
Friend  (Lord  Stanley)  determined  that  the 
intolerable  and  crying  evils  of  the  system 
should  no  longer  continue,  without,  at 
least,  a  sincere  effort  to  redress  them,  and 
brought  forward  the  measure  which  had 
caused  a  torrent  of  personal  abuse  and  in- 
vective to  be  directed  against  his  noble 
Friend,  while  they  had  heard  little  or  no 
argument  against  the  main  provisions  of 
his  bill — a  bill,  which,  he  was  persuaded, 
his  noble  Friend  had  introduced,  and 
which,  he  unaffectedly  declared,  he  had 
supported,  with  no  other  object  than  that 
which  he  would  describe  in  the  words  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Secretary  at 
War,  **  to  let  in  good  votes,  and  to  shut 
out  bad  ones  " ;  but  he  thought  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  more  truly 
defined  it,  to  speak  in  Government  phrase 
of  the  Government  measure,  had  he  said 
that  its  object  was  to  let  in  bad  votes,  and 
to  keep  them  there.  How,  then,  had  the  bill 
of  his  noble  Friend  been  met  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  during  the  last  Ses- 
sion ?  By  what  had  been  very  appropri- 
ately termed — not  by  that  side  of  the 
House  only,  the  opponents  of'  the  bill, 
but  by  its  Friends  and  supporters,  in  the 
way  of  compliment  and  gratitude  to  the 
noble  Ix>rd  who  had  introduced  it,  the 
''  embarrassment "  bill  of  the  noble  Lord; 
and  it  had  served  its  purpose,  not,  how- 
ever, without  much  di6Bcnlty  and  dan- 
ger to  the  Government;  and,  in  such 
peril  did  they  feel  their  measuring 
last  majority  would  be  placed  by  a 
repetition  of  the  same  tactics  in  the 
VOL.LVL    iS^} 


present  Sesaioni  thai  althoogh  an  ctrly 
notice  had  been  given  by  the  noble  Lord 
of  their  renewal,  that  had  been  subae- 
qnently  withdrawn ;  and,  in  lieu  of  the 
registration  bill,  of  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  placed  a  formal  notice  on  the  paper 
the  first  night  of  the  Session,  he  had  pre- 
sented the  House  with  the  bill  then  under 
discussion,  defended  by  the  noble  Lord* 
in  reply  to  the  just  denunciation  of  hie 
noble  Friend  (Lord  Stanley),  as  a  propo- 
sition  which  was  at  least  bold,  open,  and 
manly.  Bold  it  undoubtedly  was,  even  to 
recklessness,  as  regarded  its  real  purpose  s 
but  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  must  arraign  it  m 
covert,  uncandid,  and  (in  parliamentary 
acceptation),  a  bill  brought  forward  under 
fraudulent  pretences,  as  regarded  the  ob- 
ject which  it  professed  to  have  in  view. 
He  confessed  that  when  the  noble  Lord 
announced  his  plan,  it  had  astonished  and 
startled  him,  not  that  he  had  considered 
the  noble  Lord  as  over-squeamish  in  mat- 
ters of  parly  politics ;  he  acknowledged  in 
the  noble  Lord  what  the  noble  Lord  had 
so  well  professed  himself  the  other  night 
-->a  promising  disciple  of  the  movemeM. 
He  had  suspected  that  in  the  Irish  depart- 
ment the  noble  Lord  served  under  no  easy 
taskmaster.  Nevertheless,  he  had  not 
thought  it  possible  that  these  or  any  other 
considerations  could  have  induced  the 
noble  Lord  to  lend  himself  to  a  project 
which,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  be  an 
unsettlement  of  the  great  Irish  questions 
— settled,  as  the  House  and  the  country 
had  been  led  to  suppose,  in  1829  and 
1832.  That  it  would  not  t>e  carried  into 
a  law,  the  noble  Lord  and  the  entire 
Grovernment  were  well  aware— but  that 
would  not  prevent  the  mischief  which  ft 
moment's  calm  reflection  must  convinoe 
the  noble  Lord  the  mere  proposition  waa 
fraught  with  to  the  growing  improvementt 
the  future  prosperity, and  permanent  peace, 
of  Ireland.  As  the  present  peculiar  coti- 
dition  of  Ireland  was  a  ground  that  had 
not  been  much  dwelt  upon  in  the  debate, 
perhaps,  the  House  would  allow  hin 
shortly  to  advert  to  it.  He  believed  it 
would  not  be  denied  by  Gentlemen  ac- 
quainted with  Ireland,  on  either  side  of 
the  House,  that  for  nearly  the  last  half 
century — since  the  great  accession  to  the 
number  of  40f .  freehcnders  by  the  Art  of  the 
Irish  Parliament,  in  1793— the  great  bani 
to  the  progress  and  improvement  of  thM 
country  in  indnstrr  and  wealth  had  beM 
the  subdivision  of  land  and  the  moltipMk 
9M 
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cation  of  small  holdings.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Vice-president  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  charged  the  Irish  Tory  landlords 
as  the  parties  who  had  by  their  influence 
abolished  the  40s.  freeholders;  but  tl>e 
right  hon.  Gentleman  should  have  recol- 
lected that,  so  far  from  that  being  the 
case,  in  1825,  before  commiltcf  s  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  it  was  Mr.  Blake 
and  Mr.  0*Connell— in  language  quoted 
by  his  (Mr.  Shaw's)  right  hon.  Friend  and 
colleague  last  night — and  the  whole  cur- 
rent of  evidence  leaning  in  all  other  re- 
spects to  the  popular  side  in  politics, 
established  that  the  depressed  condition 
of  the  Irish  people  was  principally  owing 
to  the  40s.  freeholders  and  low  rate  of  the 
elective  franchise,  and  recommended  that 
it  should  be  raised  at  least  to  its  present 
amount.  Mr.  Blake,  in  the  strongest  man- 
ner, stated  that,  in  liis  opinion,  the  higher 
franchise  was  essential  to  the  peace  of 
Ireland,  in  respect  of  the  better  division 
of  farms,  of  the  establishment  of  a  sub- 
stantial yeomanry,  and  of  the  due  weight 
to  be  given  to  property  in  constituting  the 
basis  of  political  power  in  Ireland.  He 
would  briefly  refer,  for  proofs  to  the  same 
effect » to  reports  which  had  been  laid  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  upon  the  state  of 
Ireland,  and  all  from  an  unexceptionable 
source-^coming  from  his  (Mr.  Shaw's) 
aide  of  the  House — from  authorities  ap- 
pointed by  the  present  Government.  The 
first  he  would  refer  to  was  the  Report  of 
the  Railway  Commissioners,  published  in 
1838,  and  the  first  name  signed  to  it  was 
that  of  the  late  Mr.  Drummond,  Under- 
secretary of  Ireland.  The  report  stated 
the  great  evil  of  Ireland  to  be  (p.  114) — 

*•  The  division  of  the  land  into  small  farms, 
and  their  subdivision  into  portions  continually 
decreasing  in  extent  wiih  each  succeeding  ^o« 
ueration  of  claimants,  until  on  some  estates  li- 
terally  every  rood  uf  ground  uiaintainod,  or 
ruther  was  charged  with  the  maintcnaucUyof  its 
man.'' 

The  report  continued 

"The  proprietors  themselves  were  active  pro- 
moters of  that  system,  and  that  from  two  obvious 
and  intelligible  motives— a  desire  to  swell  the 
amount  of  their  rent-rolls,  which  wcru  at  first 
considerably  increased  by  the  operation  of  this 
principle;  and  a  wish  to  |>ossoj»  themselves  uf 
political  influence  and  power  at  eh>ctions.  T\w 
local  operation  of  the  latter  cause  is  maiiirc^t, 
and  a<lmits  of  distinct  pmofs  in  almost  every 
populous  district  in  Ireland  ;  and  its  general 
effect  may  be  inferriH)  from  the  remarkable 
and   accelerated   increase  of  ihe  population 


which  took  place  from  the  year  1793,  the  date 
of  the  act  for  conferring  the  elective  franchise 
on  that  class  of  voters  known  as  ihe  40t.  free* 
holders.  In  1791  the  numbers  were  4,206/>12. 
In  1821  they  were  found  to  have  increased  to 
G,801,8?7.  The  misery  and  destitution  which 
prevail  so  extensively,  together  with  all  the 
demoralisation  incident  to  the  pecniiar  condi« 
tion  of  the  Irish  peasantry^  may  be  traced  to 
this  source.'^ 

Mr.  Cornwall  Lewis,  in  his  remarks  on 
the  poor-laws,  printed  by  the  House  in 
1 837,  alto  observes  upon  the  powerful  in* 
fiuence  which  the  405.  freeholders  had  in 
the  multiplication  of  small  holdings. 
Upon  the  concurrent  testimony  then  of  all 
parties  they  were  abolished,  and  what  hftd 
been  the  consequence  ?  The  railway  com- 
missioners observe, 

''  For  some  years^**  speaking  of  1838,  "  the 
proprietors  of  land  have  endeavoured  to  coun- 
teract evils  arising  from  the  increase  of  a  pan* 
per  and  unemployed  population,  and  to  pre- 
vent its  extension.  Their  eyes  have  long  been 
opened  to  the  mischief  partly  created,  and  in 
a  great  measure  countenanced,  by  themselves  ; 
and  they  are  quite  willing  to  retrace  their 
steps,  and  i educe  their  estates,  if  possible,  to  a 
condition  more  favourable  to  a  judicious  mode 
of  cultivation,  and  to  the  regular  and  profita- 
ble occupation  of  the  poor.  Already  const* 
derable  progress  has  been  made  towards  Ike 
establishment  of  a  better  syitem  of  agrionl- 
ture,  aud  tlie  altered  and  much-improved  ap- 
pearance of  the  country  in  many  placet  is 
owing  to  the  success  which  has  attended  those 
endeavours." 


Speaking,  then,  of  the  poverty  and 
treat  of  the  people,  the  report  contisQet : 

"  Such  appear  to  be  the  inseparable  conco- 
mitants of  that  transition  which  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  Irish  peasantry  are  actually  ■»• 
dergoing  at  present,  and  through  which  it  is 
necessary  for  the  general  good  that  they  shall 
all  pass — a  transition  from  the  state  of  pauper 
tenants  to  that  of  independent  labourers. 
maintained  as  the  same  class  are  in  England 
by  their  daily  labour.  This  change  cannot  be 
much  longer  delayetl  with  safety.  It  is  not  pos- 
sible to  avoid  it  by  any  other  alternative  than 
that  of  permitting  a  slate  of  society,  pregnant 
with  all  the  elements  of  disorder  and  confusioi^ 
to  go  on  unchecked,  until  it  forces  the  whole  po- 
pulation down  to  tiic  lowest  depths  of  uiseiy 
and  degradation." 

A  passage  in  the  first  report  of  Mr. 
Nicholls  on  the  Irish  poor-laws,  with  rs* 
fcrencc  to  the  present  tr.in^iiion  period  i« 
Ireland,  was  well  worthy  of  attention,  ll 
stated  (p.  lr»), 

"  A  system  of  (KMr-hws,  however,  if  esfiab* 
lished  in  Ireland,  mosl  not  be  exi 
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immediale);  give  I  Irelaod  htd  to  compMn,  it  wai  ,lhat  Eb- 
it  wouH,  I  ihink,  I  gii,h  mntleinen  id  and  ont  of  ihat  H 


worit  miraclM. 
emp4o]>n>«nl  o  ,  , 
,  serve  to  help  tbe  coanlry  Ihrough  what  may  be 
called  ils  transition  period.  Facilities  now 
exi$t  in  Ireland  Tot  helping  ronvanl  Ihe  Iransi- 
lion,  and  for  shortening  irs  daratiou,  nt  welt  m 
seeucini;  its  benefits.  By  the  term  Mrnnsition 
period,'  I  mean  lo  itidicnte  that  season  of 
change  rram  Ibe  sjatem  of  small  holdings,  al- 
lolroenls,  and  5ul>dimion  of  lanils  which  now 
prevails  in  Ireland,  to  tlie  belter  practice  of 
day-labour  for  wages,  and  lo  that  aependance 
on  daily  lubour  for  support  which  is  (he  pre- 
sent condition  ofihe  English  peasnnlry.  This 
transition  period  i%  I  helievc,  generally  beset 
with  dtflicuhy  ami  suHering,  It  was  so  in 
England;  il  in,  and  for  a  lime  will  probably 
continue  lo  be  su,  in  Ireland,  and  every  aid 
should  be  afforded  lo  shorten  it'-  duration,  and 
lessen  iis  pressure." 

and  yet  this  is  tbe  very  period  Klecled  by 
tite  Oovernment  to  reinlroduce  a  lyatetn 
fron  which  tbe  land  and  ilia  popnlaiion 
of  Ireland  itre  now,  with  much  dilBciiliy 
and  saciiRce  and  suffering,  enMrginf^, 
which  Mr,  Druminond  declared  could  no 
longer  last  with  safety,  and,  if  pcnnitled 
to  continue,  rnnut  force  the  whole  popula- 
tion down  to  tbe  lowett  depths  of  mitery 
and  degradation.  So  late  as  tatt  Than* 
day  a  meeting  of  ibe  molt  influential 
landlord*  and  proprietor*  of  Ireland  waa 
convened  and  attended  at  DaWin,  wrthoat 
diatinrtion  of  parties  or  politic! — for  the 
parpoce  of  forming  a  national  agricnllaral 
aisocialion  tn  Ireland,  in  which  all  migbl 
co-operate  lo  correct  and  alter  tbe  very 
sjatem  which  thv  preaent  iveantr*  mast 


gliah  gentlei) 
woold,  like  the  bon.  Member  for  Liakeard, 
talk  of  roaller*  connected  witli  Ireland  of 
which  they  were  prufottndly  ignorant.  TIm 
hon,  Oenileman  a)(0  laid,  there  were  bat 
two  parties  in  Ireland — tbe  esiremes  on 
both  (idea.  NoW|  he  never  waa  more  mia- 
taken  in  bi*  life— for  there  waa  ■  verjr 
large  and  inAwenlial,  and  be  Irualed  grow 
ing  class,  of  tbe  reflecting  people  of  tb*t 
coanlry,  difiering  in  general  politic*  M>d 
religion,  who  were  now  beginning  to  C(H 
operate  in  measures  for  tbe  geiteral  i»- 
provemenl  of  tite  country — if  ihey  coaM 
lie  but  free  from  tbe  agitation  which  tbs 
right  bon.  Gentleman  recommended,  mhI 
such  legislative  experimeDU  as  (he  preaaM 
upon  the  eaciled  feelingi  of  tbe  people. 
Tbe  hon.  Gentleman,  in  callinf  all  who 
did  not  agree  with  him,  Orange  and  Meen- 
dancy  men,  teemed  only  an  apt  pwpil  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  DubUa; 
just  as  in  tbe  cateof  Mr.  Blacker  the  Mb«r 
day,  tbe  hon,  and  learned  Member  eiros* 
lated  a  rumour  of  hi*  (Mr.  Blacker)  bsvng 
worn  an  Orange  badge  on  circuit.  Wbe* 
Mr.  Blacker  gave  it  the  most  eonmlels 
contradiction,  aa  being  contrary  to  all  tha 
habits  and  opinions  of  bis  life—tbe  ho>a 
and  learned  Gentleman  never  nitcred  MO 
word  of  apology  or  regret.  The  niia- 
statemenl  had  iu  day — haid  aoawered  iu 
purpoae— tod  there  he  left  il.  So  of  the 
bon.  Gentleman's  (Mr.  Butler's)  ebargea 
against  tbe  Irish  gentry;  hb  wotions  of 


lend  to  perpetnale,  of  small  boldhig*  and  i  justice  to  Ireland  aeemed  lo  be  atl  one- 


bad  husbandry  ;  and  to  introdi 
proved  system  of  aericultore  and  laod- 
lettiag  in  Ireland,  The  gentry  of  Ireland 
seemed  to  be  actively  alive  lo  the  neees- 
sity  of  a  great  and  combined  efibri  for  the 
purpose,  And  here  he  must  conplain  of 
the  moat  nnfoonded,  unjust,  and  unfair 
attack  which  had  last  night  been  made  by 
the  hon.  and  karned  Member  for  LnkeMxt 
(Mr.  Buller)  on  llie  Irish  gentry.  They 
were  certainly  not  50  wealthy  as  the  Eng- 
lish— they  were  unhappily  comparatively 
but  ihinlyscatlered  ;  but  wbHa  there  could 
be  no  class  without  exception,  be  main- 
tained that  there  did  not  exist  a  body  of 
men  who  on  llie  whole  were  more  benevo- 
lent,  chnritable,  or  kindly  disposed  lo^ 
wards,  and  to  llie  utmost  of,  and  often  al- 
most beyond,  their  means,  ready  to  assist 
iheir  tenants  and  dependants,  than  the 
liiak  gentry — ( f/«ar,  hear.]  If  there  waa 
one  thing  more   than   another   of  wlrieh 


sided.  He  should  not  apeak  lbs*  recklaM- 
ly  wtihoBt  feeltag  for,  at  regarding  tbe 
feelings  of  others,  attd  when  be,  ibo  boa. 
Member,  dcKiibed  the  lasiea  of  lh«t 
coanlry  as  Af  grant  sensibili^,  be  (Hi. 
Shaw)  could  asenre  lbs  bon.  GentkinM 
that  the  geiitrj  bad  fcelinfi  lo».  Thtf 
were  high-minded  and  honourable  nen, 
and  very  temitive  trben  ImpfftMioiii  wei« 
cast  upon  thsm  by  those  of  their  owtt 
i^Iass  in  this  conntry  so  unprovoked,  tml 
he  must  say,  without  meaning  any  per- 
sonal  offence,  to  nntrHe  in  poJot  of  fwt. 
Independently,  then,  of  ibe  politieal  ai- 
ckement  of  latter  year^  and  of  tbe  extra- 
ordinary, and  be  must  consider,  itnwU'' 
ranlable  iaterference  of  the  Roiia*  Ca- 
tholic priatthood  and  agitslori  wilb  iba 
dne  influence  and  kindly  lelationa  whieli 
would  nalttratly  tubaiet  between  the  had^ 
lords  and  ibdr  tenantry,  ihoagh  be  «i> 
tniued  ibit  had  been.partly  tbe  eena^  m 
3H3 
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there  were  many  concurrent  causes  at 
present  in  operation  in  Ireland  to  suspend 
the  granting  of  leases  on  any  extended 
scale.  Many  improving  and  reflecting 
landlords  retained  the  control  over  their 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  draining^  and 
fencing,  and  the  better  division  of  farms. 
He  was  that  night  in  the  House  informed 
by  an  hon.  Friend  of  his,  connected  with 
the  North  of  Ireland,  that  the  same 
practice  had  been  adopted  by  the  great 
London  companies,  who  could  not  be 
accused  of  following  it  from  party,  at  all 
events  from  Conservative  politics.  Tiie 
Poor-laws  were  only  in  course  of  intro- 
duction. The  rent-charge  act,  and  the 
recent  changes  in  the  law  were  seriously 
aflecting  the  rights  of  property,  and  their 
results  were  not  yet  fully  known.  On  the 
whole,  there  never  was  a  period  the  facts 
of  which  constituted  more  unsatisfactory 
data  for  any  permanent  legislation,  or 
more  ill-chosen  for  tampering  with  the 
franchise,  or  making  experiments  upon  the 
feelings  and  interests  of  the  agricultural 
population  in  Ireland — and  it  could  not 
be  denied  that  that  measure,  if  tried  by 
the  criterion  suggested  by  Mr.  Nicholls, 
whether  it  was  calculated  to  shorten  the 
duration,  and  lessen  the  pressure  of  the 
present  transition  period,  would  operate 
so  as  infinitely  to  prolong  the  one,  and 
one-hundred- fold  to  aggravate  the  other. 
It  had  already  been  shown  in  the  debate, 
and  particularly  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Sir  W.  Follett),  that  the  class  of 
electors  proposed  by  the  bill,  would  be 
worse  than  the  old  40s.  freeholders.  One 
instance  furnished  by  the  report  of  Messrs. 
Ilaig  and  Deas^y,  lately  placed  in  tlu* 
hands  of  Members,  would  sufHce  to  prove 
that  allegation,  as  well  as  the  kind  of  voior 
the  bill  would  enfranchise.  At  page  7 
those  commissioners  stated, 

*•  The  low  scale  of  valuation  that  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Poor-law  valuators,  operates 
more  strongly  on  tenements  of  small  expense, 
than  upon  large  holdings.  Thus,  in  Tcrmoy 
union,  where  there  was  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  this  with  accuracy,  small  hold- 
ings  are  frequently  valued  at  sums  not 
amounting  to  onfe-fourth,  or  even  one-fifth,  of 
their  rent." 

Suppose,  then,  one  of  these  holdings 
valued  at  6/.  a  year,  but  the  tenant 
paying  a  rent  of  20/.,  that  man,  if  he  had 
a  fourteen  years'  lease,  or  the  remnant  of 
it,  would  be  an  elector  under  this  bill ; 
but  he  could  not  be  a  iOs.  freeholder ; 


having  no  profit,  he  could  not  ba  an 
elector  under  any  franchise  requiring  any 
amount  of  property  in  the  land^  howerer 
stnall — he  would  not  even  be  liable  to 
Poor-rates,  for,  under  the  74th  sectioo  of 
the  Poor-law  Act,  if  his  rent  were  only 
double  instead  of  four  times  the  rated 
value,  the  landlord  must  pay  all,  the  tenant 
could  not,  under  the  existing  law,  have  a 
vote,  even  in  a  town,  for  either  a  Member 
or  town>councillor,  his  premises  being  only 
of  half  the  requisite  value;  and  yet  this 
miserable  rack-renter,  or  much  worae» 
living  probably  in  a  wretched  hovel,  and 
bound  to  pay  his  landlord  four  times  it 
value,  held  under  the  most  complete  sub* 
jection  to  his  will,  was  a  specimen  of  the 
independent  constituency  that  bill  was  to 
create.  Let  him  here  observe,  that  being 
under  a  lease,  without  any  profit,  would 
only  place  him  more  completely  in  his 
landlord's  power,  especially  under  thecitil 
bill  jurisdiction  in  Ireland,  which  gave 
peculiar  facilities  to  the  landlord  whero 
the  holding  was  by  lease.  What,  theot 
has  caused  the  change  which  had  coma 
over  the  minds  of  the  Government,  since 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament?  The  dis- 
cussion of  1 839,  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  O'Connell)  proposed  a 
similar  measure,  has  been  already  referred 
to;  but  he  did  not  think  the  emphatic 
terms  in  which  the  noble  Lord  tl.en  re* 
fused  even  to  listen  to  its  introductioo, 
had  been  quoted  iu  the  present  debate ; 
and  the  House  should  not  be  unaware  of 
them.  It  appears  that  on  the  28th  of 
February,  1839,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Dublin,  asked 
leave  to  have  his  bill  read  a  first  time ;  be 
observed  in  his  opening  speech,  <*  What 
I  propose  is,  to  reduce  the  franchise  in 
both  countries  to  .5/.,"  which  mi^ht  mean 
f}L  profit,  and,  in  that  case,  would  have 
been  a  considerably  higher  franchise  than 
that  now  proposed,  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  (fiord  Morpeth)  replied, 

**  I  cannot  exclude  from  my  consideration 
of  this  case,  that  the  motion  of  my  hon.  aad 
leanicd  Friend,  if  assented  to,  would  be  m 
direct  contravention,  both  of  the  settlement 
which  accompanied  the  Kmaiicipatioo  Act  of 
IH'JO,  and  of  the  ticttlement  made  by  the 
Reform  Act  of  183*2.*' 

Again,  he  (Lord  Morpeth)  obserted, 
with  reference  to  the  SHme  proposition  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dubhn,  **  It  canaoC 
be  asserted  that  all  that  has  has  ti 
place  since  the 
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Act  has  80  far  re«>a8sured  and  quieted  the 
minds  of  those  who  viewed  with  great 
jealousy  and  distrust  the  tendency  and 
consequences  of  that  measure,  as  to  bring 
it  within  the  verge  of  possibility,  that  Par- 
liament would  giye  its  sanction  to  the 
motion  of  my  hon.  and  learned  Friend ;" 
and  yet  the  noble  Lord  is  now  himself  the 
proposer  of  that  very  measure,  in  breach 
of  those  two  great  settlements,  and  which, 
in  1839,  he  considered  it  not  within  the 
verge  of  possibility  that  the  House  would 
even  entertain.  The  question  of  the  re- 
lative proportion  between  the  population 
and  the  constituency  in  England  and  Ire- 
land was  then  strongly  relied  on  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  O'Con- 
nell),  but  had  no  effect  on  the  noble  Lord, 
and  in  that  he  conceived  there  was  a 
great  fallacy,  to  which  the  mind  of  the 
House  had  not  been  sufficiently  directed. 
It  appeared  from  the  third  report  of  the 
commissioners  for  inquiring  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  poorer  classes  in  Ireland, 
among  whom  were  the  Archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin, the  Titular  Archbishop,  Dr.  Murray, 
Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Wrighlson,  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and 
the  present  Lord  Fingal, 

*'  That  in  Great  Britain  the  agricultural 
families  constitute  little  more  than  a  fourth, 
while  in  Ireland  they  constitute  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  population ;  that  there 
were  in  Great  Britain,  in  1831,  1,055,982 
agricultural  labourers;  in  Ireland,  1,131,715, 
although  the  cultivated  land  of  Great  Britain 
amounts  to  about  34,260,000  acres,  and  that 
of  Ireland  only  to  about  14,000,000.  We  thus 
find  that  there  are  in  Ireland  about  five  agri- 
cultural labourers  for  every  two  that  there 
are  for  the  same  quantity  of  land  in  Great 
Britain,  and  that  the  earnings  of  the  labourers 
come,  on  an  average  of  the  whole  class,  to 
from  2$,  to  2«.  ^,  a  week,  or  thereabouts,  for 
the  year  round." 

In  another  part  of  the  report  it  is  stated 
that 

*'  The  number  of  persons  in  Ireland  out  of 
work,  and  in  distress,  during  thirty  weeks  of 
the  year,  is  not  less  than  585,000,  nor  the 
number  of  persons  depending  upon  these 
less  than  1,800,000,  making  in  the  whole 
2,385,000." 

He  regretted  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny  was  not  in  his  place.  [''  Hear^ 
hear!**  from  Mr.  Hume.]  Well  then, 
he  would  ask  that  hon.  Qentleman,  an 
advocate  as  he  was  for  extending  the 
franchise,  whether  he  would  confer  it  upon 
a  class  of  persons  such  as  these  reporti 


described  t  [Mr.  Hume-^t  would.]  Tha 
hon.  Member  says,  he  would  confer  the 
franchise  upon  persons  who  had  not  food 
enough  to  sustain  life^  or  clothing  to 
protect  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  Take,  then,  the  whole  popu- 
lation at  8,000,000,  apply  the  commis- 
sioners' rule  to  the  1,100,000  of  mere  la- 
l)ourer8,and  you  will  have  above  4^000,000, 
or  half  the  population  between  them  and 
their  families,  living  on  from  2f .  to  2f.  6dm 
a  week,  and,  as  they  state,  "  a  great  por- 
tion of  them  insufficiently  provided  at  any 
time  with  the  commonest  necessaries  of 
life,  their  habitations  generally  wretched 
hovels,  and  their  food  commonly  consisting 
of  dry  potatoes.  God  knew  that  if  he 
thought  the  present  plan  could  relieve 
that  destitution,  which  he  as  much  as 
any  man  deplored,  he  would  gladly  sup- 
port it;  but  in  his  conscience,  instead 
of  being  a  blessing,  he  was  convinced 
it  would  prove  a  curse  to  the  very  class 
he  was  describing.  Surely  it  would  not 
be  too  much  to  lay  aside  these  4,000,000 
from  all  consideration  ot  the  franchise ;  we 
then  have  4,000,000  left  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  that  is,  about  1,000,000  of 
adult  males ;  and,  allowing  for  heads  of  fa- 
milies and  householders,  about  the  quarter 
of  that  number  would  remain.  Now,  the 
return  lately  laid  before  the  House  shows 
a  constituency  last  year  of  150,000; 
which,  allowing  for  the  deductions 
claimed,  would  at  all  events  leave  a  band 
^(/e  constituency,  say,  of  120,000  persons. 
If  they  looked  to  the  present  represen- 
tatives, no  reasonable  person  could  con- 
tend that  an  undue  preponderance  of  pro- 
perty over  population  had  been  felt  in 
their  selection.  They  came  then  to  the 
only  pretext  which  had  been  relied  upon 
with  any  appearance  of  reason  in  the 
debate,  and  it  was  the  diffisrence  between 
the  Irish  judges  on  the  question  of  the 
beneficial  interest.  He  lamented  that 
difference  as  much  as  any  one ;  he  admit* 
ted  that  a  continuing  difference  between 
the  twelve  judges  on  a  question  of  law 
was  a  most  grievous  evil,  bat  he  denied 
that  there  was  any  adequate  remedy  pro- 
posed  by  the  bill.  True  it  was  that  as  re- 
garded the  mere  question  of  the  beneficial 
interest,  the  noble  Lord  took  a  very  simple 
mode  of  getting  rid  of  that,  by  enacting, 
that  as  a  difficulty  bad  arisen  in  definiwf 
what  was  the  amount  of  beneficial  intenJst, 
for  the  future  the  county  voter  should  be 
required  to  have  no  interest  at  all— illf 
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B  patient  had  a  patn  in  hii  little  finger, 
and  llie  faculty  were  diridetl,  not  knowing 
esaclly  how  to  define  the  ditcase,  or  the 
appropriate  remedy  to  apply,  and  some 
young  praclitiooer,  tome  reckless  disciple 
of  the  morement — should  amputate  the 
entire  arm; — no  doulil  he  would  have 
cured  the  fioger-ache  ;  but  not  much  havc 
■orved  the  patient,  or  raised  the  character 
of  (he  profeuion.  Upon  that  point  he 
would  beg  to  read  lo  the  House  an  extract 
from  a  judgment  of  Judge  Cramplou's, 
pronouuced  the  other  day,  and  already 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  Lonl,  llic  more 
particularly  ta  the  light  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Shui))  had  lait  night  read  an  extract 
from  a  judgment  on  the  same  point  by 
Chief  Baron  Brady;— 

"The  iiniforni  usniju,"  said  Mr.  .Tiislice 
rramplnii,  "  fiom  King  Juhn's  lime  cluwii  lo 
Prosl'H  case,  decided  hut  last  yaar,  was,  llial 
npon  a  reserved  ca^e  ihe  judgment  of  (lie  ma- 
jorily  wai  liinding,  Tiic  caie  of  Frosi  whs  a 
remarkable  one.  A  special  commissiun  liad 
been  issued— tlie  court  was  an  independent 
one— from  its  decision  a  writ  of  error  could 
not  lie — a  questiun  W:.a  received  for  tlie  de- 
cjiion  of  all  tlic  judges,  and  allltougli  ilii!  ma- 
jority of  all  the  judges  liclow  were  of  a  difl'er. 
ent  opinion  from  tlie  majority  of  tlie  ussciiitiL-d 
judges,  yet  lliey  acted  upon  the  decision  ad- 
verse tu  llmir  ticws.     It  was  true  llinl  lliis  wb» 


Another  nulical 
from  the  opinion  (liat  a  judge  adjourning  a 
caac  fur  consideration  in  llie  cxcliciiuor 
diamber  only  consulted  tliu  other  judges  as 
hii  assessors  or  adriscrs;  but  this  w.is  not  tliu 
fact  in  llie  sense  the  word  was  used  ;  and  witli 
refeiencu  to  public  (-utivfiiiciice,  it  shuiild  be 
H  refined  mind  that  cuuld  be  snltslied  with  the 
subtle  distinclion  drawn  lictwccn  the  opinions 
of  the  twi-lvejudgcs  silting  in  Ihc  court  of  error 
and  Ihe  opinions  of  tlie  samn  judges  debating 
in  cliambcr.  It  was  only  bym;uriii};n  uniror' 
mity  o(  dciiNiun  that  a'l  suspicion  of  partizan> 
shipcould  bii  reniored,and  by  pursuing  a  dillcr- 
cul  course  tlic  nitminislrailon  of  jusliec  imisl 
be  tarnished.  Take  the  ease  of  twelue  judgi^s 
and  ihirly-funr  assistant-barn  si  era,  some  de- 
ciding one  way,  and  ollicr<  the  opposite  way  ; 
a  {Hjrson's  right  wuvM  depend  upon  Ihe  acei- 
dcnl  oT  who  b»|i|iened  tu  gu  a  particular  cir- 
cuit; »nd  whjl  didall  this  lead  lubulcuilaud 
u  the  public?     It  wai  said  that 


the  legislature  cuuld  give  a  rcmrdy  fur  all  this; 
bnt  was  there  reason  lo  sup]iii<e  that  fi 
inde|)endcnl  jndgi's  would 


it  forty-six 


le,  whon  ihcy  i-ould 
not  now  agree  to  utile  theiiListiuitl.iw  ?  Why 
'iM>al  (o  the  legislature  when  there  was  au 


acienl  common  law  inbunal  lo  decide,  recog- 
nised by  all  the  authorities  f  A  judge  wh 
ound  by  his  oaiii  and  by  his  conscience ;  bt 
as  bound  hy  a  public  duty  to'pronounce  ibc 
iw,  or  which  he  was  the  deposiloiy,  accordir^ 
-i  he  found  it  in  the  recorded  decisions  of  Iba 
judges  nf  ihe  land.'' 

This  was  a  sufficient  answer  lo  aliBaat 
every  argument  contained  in  the  two 
speeches  of  the  right  hoa.  and  learned 
Gentleman  the  At loroey- general  and  iha 
right  hon.  the  Secretary  at  War—if  ihej 
bad  Init  changed  ibe  scene  from  Ireland 
tu  Eii^Uiud,  iiiid  (iip|MJcd  ibe  cases  to  be 
those  of  life  and  death  instead  of  « 
political  franchise,  aud  that  a  man's  lih 
was  to  de[>end  npon — say  at  the  Old 
Bailey  or  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court — 
upon  the  accident  of  whether  be  was  tried 
by  the  Recorder,  or  by  Mr.  Justice  A,,  or 
Chief  Justice  B.  The  case  would  be  pr^ 
ciscly  parallel,  but  uevcr  could  occur  in 
this  country,  lie  desired  lo  speak  with 
every  rc&|>cct  of  the  personal  character  of 
the  dissentient  judges.  They  had  been 
loo  much  cncouragi'd  hy  observationa 
made  from  liigli  legal  and  conslitutioDal 
authorities  in  that  House — he  slluded  to 
the  noble  Urd  (.1.  Kussell)  and  the  Attor- 
ney-general. Uul  he  was  [lersuaded  llioie 
judges  would  not  persist  in  bringing  scaD- 
dul  and  reproach  upon  the  adniiniilration 
uf  justice,  while  he  entirely  concurred  with 
Judge  Crampton,  ill  at  nn  act  of  parliament 
could  not  remove  ihc  dithiuliy.  Sappoae, 
in  Frost's  ca*c,  if  the  minority  of  the 
judges  had  decided  contrary  to  thcopinioB 
of  the  majoriiy,  would  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment to  alter  the  law  of  evidence  have 
remedied  so  great  a  public  evil  ?  It  would 
be  but  a  sunction  of  the  cuurne  taken, 
leaving  all  oilier  <iuestions  to  nrise  la  the 
same  tribunal  subject  lo  e<|unl  uncertainty, 
and  at  that  moment  the  civil  bill  jurisdic- 
tion administered  by  tho  same  persona, 
and  under  precisely  a  similar  slatuloty 
power  was  rcgubled  upon  the  ordinary 
jirinciples  of  justice  aud  the  constitution 
by  the  opinion  uf  tht;  twelve  judges.  Ha 
had  now,  then,  to  surmise  what  was  th« 
real  cau«3  of  the  change  in  ths  entim 
]>uli('y  anil  conduct  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, and  he  bclievcil  it  was,  iltat  in 
their  prcscut  weak  and  falliag  coaditiaa, 
they  were  threatened  with  the  withdrawn! 
of  the  support  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
{.ieniteman  (Mr.  OX'unncll)  aud  the  aran 
radical  section  of  their  adhercuta,  imI 
tiiey  were  content  to  purclits«  itaci 
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ance  at  the  prioe  of  the  present  proposal. 
He  (Mr.  Shaw)  could  not  bat  deprecate 
the  whole  tone  of  the  debate,  encoaraged, 
as  he  thought,  by  some  observatious 
which  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord 
(Morpeth)  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Macaulay)^  the  only  two  Cabinet  Mi- 
nisters that  had  yet  spoken,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  imply  a  sanction  or  coun- 
tenance to  the  language  and  threats  which 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  was  in 
the  habit  of  using  in  respect  to  the  repeal 
of  the  union,  and  the  connection  between 
these  countries.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  bad  displayed  that  sort  of 
gratitude  which  generally  accompanied 
an  unjust  and  timid  concession  to 
unreasonable  demands;  and  in  a  letter 
written  subsequent  to  the  noble  Ix>rd'8 
spee<^h  on  the  introduction  of  the  present 
bill,  and  when  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
it  would  even  pass  a  second  reading  of  the 
House,  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  O'Con* 
nell)said,  that  *'the  bill,  the  whole  bill,  and 
nothing  but  the  bill,"  was  all  he  wanted. 
He  told  the  people  of  Ireland  that  they 
would  receive  neither  sympathy  nor  as* 
sistance  in  this  country.  He  talked  of 
the  **  cold-blooded  injustice,  the  unrelent- 
ing hate,  and  bigoted  detestation"  of 
England  to  Ireland— he  used  language 
which  was  perfectly  intolerable  in  reference 
to  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Stanley),  and 
which  he  would  not  disgust  the  House  by 
repeating.  Was  that  the  language  for 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he 
could  make  allowance?  And  when  the 
noble  Lord  (Morpeth)  insinuated  the  other 
night  something  as  to  the  agitation  of  the 
repeal  of  the  union,  and  replacing  feelings 
of  amity  for  those  of  alienation  and  ani- 
mosity, had  he  at  all  in  his  mind,  without 
expressing  his  warmest  disapprobatiou  of 
them,  the  significant  hints  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  recently  been 
throwing  out  as  to  the  Irish  preference  of 
the  French  to  the  English  system,  of 
France  arming  herself,  and  not  having 
yet  (in  italics)  tampered  with  the  Irish 
nation  ?  But  the  next  Member  of  the  Go- 
vernment who  spoke  was  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Vice-president  of  the 
Board  of  IVade,  encouraged  by  the  noble 
Lord,  a  disciple  in  the  new  school  of  agi- 
tation, very  hkely  soon  to  ontmn  hb  mat- 
ter. The  noble  Lord's  were  but  gentle 
hints.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  veotared 
somewhat  further.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  (Mr.  O'Connell)  said^  '« The 


French  are  becoming  an  armed  nation; 
Lord  Stanley's  bill  will  make  French  allies 
among  the  people  of  Ireland ;  Englttnd, 
beware  I "  The  right  hon.  Gentlemaii, 
under  great  proteitations,  no  donbt^  ihtt 
he  meant  no  threat,  '*  with  tones 
what  faltering,  and  visage  a  little 
posed/'  but  still  in  language  bearing  it 
remarkable  analogy  to  that  of  his  fomMTt 
and  according  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr* 
Bttller)  less  fortunate  co-agitator,  aaid, 
**  France  is  arming,  you  are  disfranchising; 
France  is  raising  ramparts,  yon  are  palling 
down  bulwarks."  Mr.  Barrett,  in  the  Cor»» 
Exchange,  and  in  the  midst,  as  might  be 
read  in  his  own  paper,  of  tremendooscbaer^ 
ing  and  waving  of  bats,  declared,  '*  If  Lonl 
Stanley's  bill  passes,  then  will  8,000|000 
Irishmen  exclaim,  *  France  and  the  pei^ 
pie ;  not  England  and  the  faction/ " 
There  was  less  of  rhetorical  artifice  in  the 
orator  of  the  Com*Exchange»  but  the 
rounded  antitheses  of  the  right  hon.  Qeo^ 
Ueman  were  quite  as  intelligiUe,  and, 
perhaps  more  dangerous.  He  would,  how^ 
ever,  tell  both  Gentlemen  that  they  reck>- 
oned  without  their  host,  for  if  any  auoh 
insane  attempt  were  made  as  that  sug- 
gested, be  (Mr.  Shaw)  verily  believed  that 
the  great  mass  and  majority  of  both  Proi- 
testants  and  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland 
would  rally  round  the  laws,  and  be  fonnd 
faithful  to  the  Crown  and  Government  of 
that  country.  But  circumstances  and 
situation  wonderfully  varied  the  language 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  drew 
largely  from  former  speeches  and  acts  of 
his  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir  J.  Graham),  but 
he  seemed  to  forget  the  old  proverb  aboat 
houses  of  glass,  or  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  must  have  thought  they  had  very 
short  memories  on  that  side  of  the  Home. 
Would  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  like  thai 
he  should  go  back  to  former  days,  when 
he  (Mr.  Shell)  was  second  only  to  one  m 
the  field  of  Irish  agitation  and  repeal  1 
Then— 

**  A  patriot  bursting  with  heroic  rage ''—  - 

Since/ 

''A  placeman^  all  tranquillity  and  smiles*^—* 

And  now,  when  danger  threatened,  when 
the  sweets  of  office  seemed  ready  to  recede 
from  his  grasp,  again  he  cast  hb  eye  to* 
wards  the  former  scenes  of  his  sitccesaM 
agitation,  and,  conjuring  up  wars  and 
mmours  of  wars  in  Ireland,  would  firigte 
this  isle  from  her  propriety,  in  the  wosdi 
of  the  tame  poety  with 
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^  All  the  prettiness  of  feigned  alarm, 
**  And  anger  insignificantly  fierce." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  quoted  parts 
of  speeches  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  (Sir 
James  Graham),  and  said,   "  There,  now 
call  me  a  repealer  if  you  like ;  '*    but  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  took  very  good  care 
DOtto  say  whether  he  were  a  repealer  or  not. 
No, no! — the  mask  might  be  wanted  again. 
The  right  hon.Gentleman  then  pronounced 
a  glowing  eulogtum  upon  his  own  devoted 
loyalty.    He  had  no  doubt  the  right  hon. 
the  Vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  passing  loyal  now  ;    but  there  was 
once  in  Ireland  a  leading  agitator,  and  a 
royal  prince  lay  on  his  death-bed."     The 
suggestion    then     made    was    somewhat 
stronger  than  the  temporary  swamping  of 
the  House  of  Lords.     The  figure  of  lan- 
guage more  pungent  than  the  submersion 
of  the  Royal  George  ;    but  he  sincerely 
believed  that  the  excited  feelings  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  overcome  his 
better  nature  at  the  moment,  and  he  would 
forbear  to  quote  the  words.     There  cer- 
tainly  appeared   to   be  some  agreement 
between  the  views  of  that  Mr.  Barrett  and 
the  Government,  for  in  the  same  speech 
he  laid  down  as  a  doctrine,  certainly  with 
somewhat  of  Irish  licence,  but  yet  greatly 
in  accordance  with  the  practical  course  of 
her  Majesty's    Government,  that  **  there 
was  nothing   durable  but  change."     He 
also  denounced  Mr.  Lawless,  because,  in 
refusing  to  attend   one  of  those  agitation 
meetings,  that  Gentleman  had  given  as  a 
reason    that    "  all   Ireland   wanted   was 
peace.''      Mr.   Barrett  said   that  such  a 
sentiment  was  incompatible  with  freedom. 
Be  that  as  it  mi'^ht,  he  (Mr.  Shaw)  was 
persuaded  that  the  sentiment  of  Mr.  law- 
less was  one  in  which  a  large  majority  of 
the  sobermindtd  of  nil  classes  and  creeds 
in  Ireland  concurred.     They  were  tired  of 
agitation  and  sought  for  repose.    lie  (Mr. 
Shaw)  then  would  implore  the  Mouse,  If, 
notwithstanding  his   declaration  in    1839 
and  last  year,  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland   was  ready  to  disturb  the 
great  settlement  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Relief  and  the  Reform  Acts — if  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonics,  not- 
withstanding his  protestations  to  the  con- 
trary, was  prepared  to  stir  the  cauldron 
from  which  might  be  extracted  the  charm 
of  a  new  agitation— that  they  would  not 
support  the  noble  I^rds  in  such  a  course, 
and  refuse  their  sanction  to  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill  which  would  give  a  sword 


instead  of  peace  to  Ireland— raise  hopes 
that  could  not  be  realised— excite  expecta* 
tions  only  to  disappoint  them,  and,  as  had 
been  well  said  by  his  hoo.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Cavan  (Mr.  Young),  and  his 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Deabigh- 
sbire  (Mr.  Cholmondeley),  that  was  to 
begin  legislation  at  the  wrong  end,  by  de- 
grading the  constitutional  franchise  to  the 
level  of  the  impoverished,  though  he 
trusted,  improving  population  of  Irelaody 
instead  of  endeavouring  to  elevate  tbem  to 
a  fitness  for  that  and  every  other  privilege 
and  blessing  enjoyed  by  the  more  favoured 
portions  of  the  empire.  He  (Mr.  Shaw) 
had  theretofore  spoken  as  an  IrishnuuB. 
He  would  say  one  word  with  reference  to 
England  and  Scotland  before  he  sat  dowo; 
and  that  was,  to  express  a  hope  that  before 
the  debate  closed,  some  Minister  of  the 
Crown  would  state,  if  the  51,  occupatioa 
franchise  was  carried  for  Ireland,  upoa 
what  principle  it  could  be  refused  to  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  ?  and  if  g^ntcd, 
it  would  confer  the  right  of  votiof^  by 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  upoo 
masses  of  the  people  whom  the  Reform 
Bill  never  contemplated  as  forming  any 
portion  of  the  electoral  body  in  any  part 
of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Mr.  O'Connell :  The  solemn  doty  I  have 
to  perform  will  not  ajlow  me  to  enter  ioto 
any    discursive    commentary    upon    the 
speech  that  has  just  been  delivered  by  the 
light  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  wt 
down.     I  only  ask  of  the  House  to  reeol* 
lect  two  allegations  of  his.     He  has  stated 
to  the  House,  that  about  one*half  of  the 
population  of  Ireland,  or  more  than  four 
millions  were   in  a  state  of  povert?  ap- 
proaching to  destitution.     He  stated  that 
as  a  fact,  and  he  read  documents,  too,  to 
prove  its  accuracy.     He  also  indulged  in 
a  warm  panegyric — nay,  even  an  eloquent 
en  login  m  upon  the  Irish  landlords !    He 
said  that  they  were  kind,  they  were  good, 
they  were  tender,  they  were  most  excel- 
lent  landlords.      I  join,   then,   together, 
these  two  statements  of  his.     There  aie 
four  millions,  more  than  one-half  of  the 
population,  in  a  state  of  stanratioo,  with 
good   landlords.      Recollect,    these    two 
facts  have  been  stated  by  the  right  hoe. 
Gentleman,  and  now,  whether  the  two  are 
consistent  with  each  other,  is  a  point  that 
I  refer  to  English  gentlemen.    That,  than, 
we  find  both  in  what  we  have  heard  and 
in   what  we  have  seen  to>night»  fittaof 
specimens  of  what  the  Irish  Itedloidi  are 
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both  in  politics  and  in  statiatics.  Before 
I  proceed  further,  I  must,  however,  for 
the  moment  turn  to  one  matter  adverted 
to  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  in- 
troduced the  name  of  Mr.  Richard  Bar- 
rett, as  having  made  a  speech  in  Dublin. 
1  want  to  know  who  is  there  in  the  House 
who  is  responsible  for  Mr.  Richard  Bar- 
rett ?  Mr.  Richard  Barrett  is  a  Protestant 
gentleman — one,  too,  possessed  of  consi- 
derable talents ;  he  is  a  personal  friend  of 
mine ;  he  is  the  brother  of  a  gentleman 
who  wrote  the  poem  *^  All  the  Talents," 
that  may  not  be  unknown  amongst  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite;  and  he  is  himself, 
too,  in  possession  of  great  talents.  I  do 
not  shrink  from  avowing  that  he  is  a  per- 
sonal friend  of  mine.  Let  me  now,  before 
I  proceed,  state  that  there  are  a  couple  of 
petitions  that  I  would  wish  to  have  read 
at  the  Table  of  the  House.  I  would  re- 
quire it  to  be  done  was  I  not  certain 
that  the  surest  way  of  having  a  petition 
not  heard  by  the  House  is  to  have  it 
read  at  the  Table.  Therefore  it  is  that  I 
have  brought  them  with  me  in  my  pocket ; 
and  I  shall  now  read  two  or  three  para- 
graphs from  them,  because  I  think  it  is 
most  important  that  English  gentlemen 
and  Scotch  gentlemen,  as  many  of  them 
as  are  opposed  to  us,  should  understand 
what  is  the  feeling  excited  in  Ireland  by 
the  discussion  of  this  subject.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett may  be  wrong  in  having  expressed 
the  opinions  that  have  been  commented 
upon,  but  it  is  right  that  you  should 
know  that  such  opinions  are  entertained. 
It  is  more  important  that  you  should  know 
of  those  opinions,  either  than  they  should 
be  commented  upon,  or  censured  in  this 
House.  The  first  petition  to  which  I  wish 
to  call  your  attention  is  from  the  county 
of  Limerick.  It  is  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Newcastle,  and  signed  by 
six  hundred  persons.  The  petitioners  state 
this: — The  hon.  Member  here  read  the 
petition,  which  gave  a  detailed  history  of 
the  government  of  Ireland,  and  the  many 
injuries  inflicted  upon  the  people,  and 
concluded  by  declaring  that  the  bill  of 
Lord  Stanley  would  be  regarded  by  Irish- 
men as  an  additional  injury.  I  perceive 
at  the  foot  of  this  petition  the  sigoatare  of 
a  gentleman  who  is  vicar-genml  of  the 
diocese.  A  more  exemplary  clergyman 
there  does  not  live — a  man  of  higher  in* 
tellect,  of  greater  utility,  of  more  spiritoal 
character,  or  of  superior  attainments;  he 
is  one  of  ascetic  piety ;  aod  yet  that  fen* 


tleman  hat  felt  called  upon  to-prepeie  a 
petition  of  this  description.  Why  is  i| 
that  I  bring  it  before  you — why  do  I  read 
it  to  the  House  ?  It  is  to  give  you  tome 
notion  of  that  which  is  felt  m  Ireland  re- 
specting jouT  conduct.  I  have  now  an- 
other petition  from  a  different  part  of  Ire- 
land. It  is  from  Clonrush,  in  the  conniy 
of  Galway,  and  is  signed  by  a  Gatholie 
clergyman.  The  petition  points  out  the 
many  vexatu)us  and  great  expensesentalied 
on  them  by  the  present  system  of  registra- 
tion, all  of  which  they  declared  would  be 
aggravated  by  Lord  Stanley's  bill.  There 
is  another  paragraph  in  it,  which  ii 
equally  strong  with  that  of  Newcastle,  to 
which  I  have  called  your  attention.  In 
performing  the  task  that  is  now  assigned 
to  roe,  I  have  thought  it  incombent  npon 
me  to  call  your  attention  to  these  things, 
in  order  that  you  may  know  that  the  sen- 
timents which  you  vrill  hear  expressed  are 
not  those  of  a  solitary  individual,  bat 
those  that  are  generally,  I  may  add  nni* 
versally,  entertained  by  the  people  of  Ire- 
land. The  people  of  Ireland,  you  ought 
to  be  aware  of  it,  know  perfectly  well  the 
nature  of  the  contest  that  is  now  going  on. 
They  know  what  that  contest  is  abonti  and 
they  are  not  to  be  deluded  by  any  special 
pleading  upon  words,  nor  chicanery  abciut 
clauses — nor  do  they  think  much  of  yonr 
talk  of  registration,  nor  even  for  the  statis* 
tical  results  that  have  been  stated  by  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Recorder.  I  may 
say  of  him,  that  I  am  glad  to  see  that  be 
can  be  in  such  excellent  spirits,  after  his 
noble  vindicatiojQ  of  the  Irish  landtocds. 
But  this  I  tell  you,  the  people  of  Ireland 
understand  the  Question  perfectly  wdL 
They  comprehend  thoroughly  what  is 
the  simple  and  single  issue  between  um. 
They  know  well  that  the  question  is  thif 
— whether  you  will  pass  a  measure  to  ez^ 
tioguish  the  franchise,  or  pass  a  measnre 
to  extend  the  franchise.  Everything;  elae 
but  this  is  collateral  matter.  It  is  the 
mere  buckram  and  stay-tape,  not  the 
body  nor  the  substance.  It  cannot  be 
disguised  from  their  common  sense,  that 
the  measure  of  the  noble  Lord  on  this 
side  of  the  House  is  a  measure  for  ei^ 
tending  the  franchise— not  so  much  aa  I 
would  wish,  nor  so  greatly  as  it  is  appro* 
bended  by  others— bnt  still  the  mearaip 
of  the  noble  Lord  is  a  measure  fi>r  the  ei^ 
tension  of  the  franchise.  The  ri(^t  boB^ 
baronet  has  said,  «'  well.  6ght  the  bidW 

«l  yoor  registrieir  and  w  nobb  bpl 


1075      Parliamentary  Voters        {COMMONS} 


(Ireland)^ 


XVlh 


the  Member  for  North  Lancashire  followed 
up  the  hint.     And   how  was   it  that  he 
wished  the  battle  should  be  fought — by 
closing  up  the  registries  as  against  the 
people.    The  noble  Lord  has  designedly 
— of  course  he  has,  for  no  man  could 
with  the  intentions  he  has  do  any  such 
thing  but  designedly — and  when  the  right 
hoD.  Baronet  said  fight  your  battles  at  the 
registries,  the  noble  Lord  has  taken  care 
that  the  battles  shall  be  fought  in  a  field 
of  his  own   selection,   where  the  forces 
shall  be  all  on  one  side,  and  the  opposite 
party  sliall  be  excluded  altogether.     But 
then  you  cannot  do  this  without  the  Irish 
people  knowing  it;  and  without  their  feel- 
ing that   in    your  thus   acting  you    are 
trampling  upon  them,  and  extinguishing 
their  rights.     It  is  quite  true,  then,  that 
this  Is  a  national  contest.     The  hon.  and 
learned  Sergeant  (Mr.  Jackson)  has  prov- 
ed satisfactorily  that  a  majority  of  Eng- 
lish Members  are  for  doing  this,  and  that 
this  is  an  English  act  of  hostility  to  Ire- 
land.   There  is  not  an  Irishman  who  does 
not  feel  this.     You  have,  then,  a  major- 
ity of  English  Members  against  Ireland, 
and  you  have,  too,  with  them  the  learned 
Sergeant,  who  calls  himself  an  Irishman. 
There  is,  too,  the  right  hon.  and  learned 
Recorder,   who    actually  called    himself 
(but^   without  any  disrespect,   does  not 
prove  himself  to  be)  a  very  good  one. 
There  is  worse  than  a  national  feeling  In 
this ;    and  assuredly   you  have,  without 
this,  injured  us  often  and  long  enough. 
It  is,  I  aflBrm,  worse  than  a  national  con- 
tcsty  for  there  is  mixed  up  in  it  religious 
bigotry  and  national  prejudice.     We  are 
Catholics  and  you  are  Protestants.     The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North  Lanca- 
shire has  of  course  no  Protestant  preju- 
dices whatever,    lie  it  is  who  has  arrayed 
Englishmen  againt  Irishmen  —  Catholics 
against  Protestants — in  this  contest.  Abide 
by  him — abide  by  this — and  you  will  have 
done  irreparable   injury.     The    world   is 
listening  to  us.     Foreign  countries  do  not 
pay  any  regard  to  your  little  details  or  to 
vour  paltry  quibbles  upon  the  question ; 
but  they  understand  tne  question  itself. 
They  will  not  enter  into  your  discussion 
upon  your  pretences,  but  they  look  watch- 
fully to  what  it  is  you  are  about  to  deter- 
mine.    Why,  then,  should  you  not  meet 
the  real  question  openly  and  manfully,  as 
becomes  Englishmen  ?    All  the  nations  of 
the  earth  look  with  deep  interest  to  your 
proceedings  —  with  a    deep  interest  in 


your  prosperity.*  Some  of  them  with  • 
deep  hatred  \ox  this  country — many  of 
them.  France  sees  and  understands  all 
this,  in  her  present  position  ;  Spain,  too, 
comprehends.  Russia  is  also  regarding 
it.  America  sees  and  understands  the 
discussion.  They  all  know  its  object,  and 
the  necessity  for  its  termination.  Yoo 
have  had  hints  upon  this  subject  that  have 
been  tolerably  distinct.  It  is  my  part  to 
speak  out.  I  generally  do  so,  and  here  it 
is  my  duty  to  speak  out.  I  am  here  ihe 
stipendiary  of  the  Irish  nation.  \  mm 
proud  of  being  so ;  for  forty  years  t  have 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  her  people,  • 
confidence  that  has  not  been  diminished 
— perhaps  it  may.  The  riglit  hon.  the 
Vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Mr.  Sheil)  gave  vou  a  sufficiently  dis- 
tinct hint  upon  this  subject.  He  is  an 
Englishman.  He  is  an  Irishman,  I  beg 
his  pardon.  But  the  right  hon.  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  gave  you  a  distinct  hint- 
almost  as  distinct  as  that  given  by  the 
Vice-president  of  the  Boarcf  of  Trade— 
almost  as  much  so  as  I  would  wish  to 
give,  or  could  give,  without  its  coming^  in 
the  nature  of  a  threat.  But  then  is  he  not 
the  Secretary  at  War  ?  If  he  knew  that  a 
regiment  was  about  to  desert,  would  it  not 
be  his  duty  to  tell  the  fact!  You  may 
sneer  at  it  now,  for  you  are  not  engaged 
in  war.  The  Secretary  at  War  is  naturally 
desirous  that  if  you  were  engaged  in  war, 
you  should  recruit  from  a  nation  disposed 
to  be  your  allies — ^that  you  should  not 
make  it  hostile.  He  then  told  vou  that 
which  was  his  advice,  and  which  it  was 
consistent  with  his  office  to  give,  and  in 
doing  so  he  performed  that  which  every 
man  in  this  House  owes  to  the  country 
I,  too,  mean  to  speak  out,  and  1  care  not 
how  I  may  be  calumniated,  or  what  mo- 
tives  may  be  attributed  to  'me  for  doing 
so ;  I  am  here  as  sincerely  anxious,  as 
truly  desirous,  to  preserve  the  connection 
between  the  two  countries  as  any  man 
who  listens  to  me.  I  admit  to  you  that  I 
am  convinced  that  connection  may  be 
eminently  useful,  that  there  eannot  be  a 
severance  without  danger,  and  that  if  the 
severance  were  to  take  place  through  vio* 
lence  and  blood,  it  would  be  a  crime  too 
large  for  execration.  I  think.  Sir,  that 
this  Parliament  is  not  fit  to  legislate  fbr 
Ireland  ;  and  if  I  wanted  a  proof  of  thaty 
I  find  it  in  the  spirit  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Wakefield,  whom  I  heard  this  nigfaC 
with  great  pleasure  and  great  pain,    I 
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heard  him  make  a  most  powerful  speech, 
and  of  great  distinctness,  in  favour  of  the 
present  bill ;  and  he  condemned  emphati- 
cally and  fiolently  the  bill  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  and  yet  he  came  to  the 
lame  and  impotent  conclusion  of  voting 
against  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  on  this 
side  of  the  House,     Why  is  it,  that  a  gen- 
tleman of  his  moderation  would  refuse  to 
Irish    Catholics   their   enfranchisement? 
He  admitted   that   justice  ought   to  be 
done — that  enfranchisement  ought  to  be 
given,   and  yet   he  substantially   refuses 
both.      Did   not   the   hou.  and   learned 
Member  for  Liskeard  tell  you  facts  that 
ought  to  make  a  deep  impression  on  your 
minds— that    you   should   recollect  that 
you  were    legislating    for    Ireland,    and 
what  you  ought  to  do.     How  does  Ire- 
land regard  this  ?     We  have  heard  of  men 
boasting  of  their  allegiance ;  but  if  you  be 
true  in  your  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  is  it 
not  your  first  duty  to  preserve  that  country, 
which  is  the  right  arm  of  England  in  bat- 
tle, and  her  best  friend  in  peace?     Can 
you  do  this,  if  you  legislate  for  Ireland, 
and  yet  do  not  know  how  the  people  of 
Ireland  feel  with  respect  to  what  you  are 
doing?     Did  not  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Liskeard,  tell  you  this  truth — 
that  there  never  yet  was  any  country  that 
suffered  so  much  from  another,  as  Ireland 
has  from  you?     Is  it — can  it  be  denied? 
No  one  has  ventured  to  deny  it.     The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Pem- 
broke, avoided  it;  but  the  people  of  Ire- 
land know  it.     Did  you  not  inflict  upon 
Ireland   seven  centuries  of  misrule?   for 
four  centuries  of  these,  was  it  not  a  point 
of  nonsuit  at  a  trial  for  murder  if  a  man 
pleaded   that  the  person  killed  was  an 
Irishman?     If  there  were  an  indictment 
for  murder,  it  was  a  good  plea  if  it  were 
stated  that  the  deceased — that  the  man 
put  to  death  by  violence  ^was  an  Irish- 
man, by  means  whereof  no  prosecution 
for   felony  could  be    maintained.     Was 
there  not  the  same  price  for  the  head  of  a 
wolf  and  that  of  a  Catholic  priest?    And 
do  not  Irishmen  know  this?     They  may 
forgive,    but  it  is  impossible   that  they 
should   forget    it,    until   you  forget  the 
spirit  which    actuated  these  laws,    and 
until,  too,  you  forget  to  act  against  ns,  as 
if  we  were  aliens  and  enemies*     Will  the 
time  never  come  when  you  can  abandon 
it?    And  here  let  me  refer  you  to  an 
extract  from  Hobbes  of  Malmesbory  !— 
*an  which  time  (August,  1649)^  by  the 


dissensions  in  Ireland,  between  the  confeder- 
ate party  and  the  Nuncio's  party,  and  discoQ- 
ttnts  about  command,  this  army,  otherwkps 
sufficient,  effected  nothiog  and  was  at  laat 
departed,  August  2,  by  a  Mlly  out  of  Dnblitt^ 
which  they  were  besieging.  Within  a  fcw 
davs  after  arrived  Cromwell^  who,  with  extia- 
ordinary  diligence^  and  horned  executions, 
in  less  than  a  twelvemonth  that  he  staid  tbersy 
subdued  in  a  manner  the  whole  nation,  having 
killed  or  exterminated  a  great  part  of  theiB^ 
and  leaving  his  soi>»in-law  Ireton  to  subdvt 
the  rest.  But  Ireton  died  there  (befiva  iImi 
business  was  quite  done)  of  the  plague.** 

This  occurred  when  the  popular  party 
was  in  power  in  England,  and  they  weii 
more  execrable  tyrants,  more  sanffuinarj 
monsters  towards  the  Irish  people  tbaii 
any  regal  government  you  ever  had.    Vft 
recollect  how  your  government  has  trotted 
Ireland.    I  now  come  down  to  tnodem 
times,  and  I  ask  you,  do  you  imagine  tliiil 
Irishmen  do  not  understand  the  finaocM 
robbery  committed  by  the  Act  of  Union  T 
Do  you  think  that  they  do  not  understand 
distinctly  that  when  that  union  was  forced 
upon  them  you  owed  adebtof44690004000t»9 
and  that  the  Irish  Parliament  were  not 
able  to  protect  the  country,  at  least  en  hx 
that  it  did  not  owe  more  than  20,000,0001. 
What,  then,  was  your  union  ?    It  charged 
upon  Ireland  the  interest  of  your  dm, 
which,  if  it  had  its  own  Parliament,  thai 
debt  which   she   owed  previous  to   the 
union  could  not  have  been   more  than 
doubled.    What,  then,  have  you  done  Ibr 
the  Irish  people?    Mortgaged  them  for  ft 
debt  amounting  to  eight  or  nine  hundred 
millions.     And  if  there  be  that  poverty  of 
which    the    right    hon.    Gentleman   nu 
spoken,   can  you  discover  none  of  th^ 
causes  of  it?    If  Ireland  become  wealthVp 
it  will  not  be  for  herself;  it  will  be  f8» 
you.    Do  not,  then,  tell  me,  as  I  hitherto 
have  been  told,  that  the  greatest  blessingi 
have  followed  to  Ireland  from  the  union* 
Who  does  not  recollect  the  six  home* 
speech  of  a  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqoer 
to  prove  all  this?    Wliat  has  been  hb 
reasoning,   and  how  has  it  been  com* 
mented   upon  by  the  bill  of  the  noUe 
Lord  opposite,  and  the  statistics  of  iM 
right  lion.  Gentleman  who  proved  thft^ 
because  we  had  four  million  of  paupenL 
we  were  not  qualiBed  for  the  francniset 
Let  the  hon.  Member  for  Wakefield,  t^ 
member  that  we  are  now  told  we  caa^ 
not  have  the  franchise  by  reason  of  oil[ 
poverty;  and  then  let  me  be  aUovadltf 
tell  yon  that  the  miien  cannot  havi  bMtt 
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inch  a  blessing^,  when  it  robs  men  of  the 
franchise  on  account  of  their  poverty. 
There  is  another  subject  to  which  I  must 
advert  —  the  church.  It  is  one  that  I 
approach  with  more  reluctance,  although 
I  00  not  know  why.  Do  you  think  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  can  l>e  content  to 
see  one-eighth  of  the  inhabitants  having 
a  church  that  was  established  for  the 
whole  people?  You  have  made  laws 
upon  this  subject.  You  concurred  in 
striking  oflf  one-fourth  of  its  demands, 
and  that  law  has  been  followed  by  a 
longer  period  of  tranquillity  than  any 
you  have  enacted.  But  do  you  think 
that  reconciles  them  to  the  remaining 
three-fourths?  It  does  not — and  I  told 
yon  at  the  time  it  would  not.  It  was 
only  an  instalment  of  the  large  sum  of 
justice  you  ought  to  have  paid  them ;  then 
blame  yourself  for  the  results,  which,  if 
they  be  not  such  as  you  wish  for,  are  sure 
to  follow.  You  have  boasted  of  the  Ulster 
reouisition  in  support  of  the  noble  Lord's 
bill.  By  how  many  clergymen  of  the 
Established  Church,  think  you,  it  is 
signed?  By  no  less  than  216.  There, 
tlien,  is  one  of  your  arguments  in  support 
of  the  Established  Church.  You  find 
there  the  names  of  so  many  clergymen 
calling  for  such  a  bill  as  that  which  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  would  give  to  us. 
For  what  were  they  requisitionists?  If 
they  came  forward  and  asked  for  rights 
for  themselves,  it  would  be  justifiable.  If 
they  came  forward  and  sought  privileges 
for  Protestants,  that  were  denied  to  them 
it  would  be  not  only  praiseworthy, 
but  deserving  of  support.  But  instead 
of  that,  they  arc  coming  forward  to 
prevent  Roman  Catholics  from  having 
their  political  rights.  Think  of  the  im- 
pression that  is  calculated  to  make  upon 
the  minds  of  Irishmen.  But,  forsooth, 
you  are  excellent  Protestants.  Are  you 
rational  Protestants?  Do  you  wish  to 
spread  Protestantism  over  Ireland?  Do 
you  desire  to  convert  its  inhabitants  from 
the  "errors  of  Popery?"  If  you  do, 
then  is  it  wise  in  you  to  make  your 
clergymen  the  personal  enemies  of  the 
Irish  people?  Is  it  wise  for  such  a  pur- 
pose as  that  to  present  to  us  the  church 
as  the  constant  obstruction  between  the 
Irish  people  and  their  liberties?  Sir 
Thomas  Buxton  warned  you  in  this  House 
of  the  consequences  of  what  you  were 
doing.  He  is  a  pure,  a  thoroughly  con- 
▼inced  Protestant,  and  he  told  you  that 


all  Protestantism  wanted  was  a  clear  stage 
and  no  favour,  whereas  you  had  encum- 
bered it  with  your  patronage,  and  ruined 
it  by  your  aid.  Does  not  this  prove  how 
truly  he  spoke?  Again,  recollect  that 
the  Irish  people  know  this.  What  was 
your  last  insult  to  them  ?  The  Corporate 
Reform  Bill.  That  was,  I  repeat  it,  your 
last  insult.  England  got  a  Corporate 
Reform  Bill,  and  again  we  were  told  that 
by  reason  of  the  church,  Ireland  could 
not  have  such  a  Reform  Bill  as  England 
has.  Every  man,  in  every  town  in  Eng^- 
land,  who  is  rated  for  a  single  sixpence, 
has  bis  vote  as  a  burgess.  Why  did  nd 
Ireland  get  that?  If  an  Irish  burgess 
happened  to  be  born  in  Bristol,  he  wouM 
have  the  vote;  but  having  been  bora  in 
Dublin,  he  has  no  vote.  Why  is  this?-* 
merely  because  he  is  an  Irishman?  Do 
you  think  that  Irishmen  do  not  compre* 
hend  the  distinction  ?  '*  Lay  not  the 
flattering  unction  to  your  soul."  I  thought 
that  the  learned  Recorder  would  not  aaaail 
the  bill ;  because  the  rating  afforded  an 
abundant  mode  for  ascertaining  the  fran- 
chise. He  takes  up  the  bill  and,  I  must 
say,  docs  not  show  much  legal  knowledge 
on  the  point,  in  his  comments  with  respect 
to  it,  the  right  hon.  Member,  in  the  de* 
bate  on  the  Irish  Corporation  Bill  of  last 
year,  observed  that  the  Poor-law  wooid 
afford  a  sufficient  basis  for  the  franchise^ 
And  now  he  opposes  a  bill  which  takes 
as  the  test  of  the  franchise,  being  rated 
under  the  Poor-law.  But  what  do  I 
next  complain  of?  It  is  the  abolition  of 
the  40s.  freeholders.  It  was  said,  tbat 
this  was  in  consequence  of  a  compact.  I 
utterly  and  disdainfully  deny  it.  Ilie 
40i.  freeholders  were  disfranchised,  not 
because  they  were  dependent,  but  because 
they  were  independent.  It  was  deter- 
mined to  destroy  them  when  they  had 
ceased  to  be  the'  serfs  and  slaves.  They 
returned  for  Lowth,  Mr.  Dawson  against 
the  interests  of  the  Forsters.  They  re- 
turned Mr.  Stuart  for  Waterford,  against 
the  entire  power  of  the  Beresfords,  and, 
in  1838,  I  was  returned  to  Parliament  by 
the  40s.  freeholders  of  Clare.  Yet  the 
noble  Lord  ventures  to  tell  me — he  is  • 
bold  man  ;  he  presumes  to  sssert  as  m  fact 
— these  voters  were  suppressed  by  reasov 
of  their  dependency,  and  not  by  reeson 
of  their  religion.  Oh,  Sir,  I  am  astonished 
in  the  station  which  the  noUe  Lords  fillsi 
that  he  would  allow  himself  to  state  as  a 
fact  what  is  so  far  from  the  troth,    Wlmi 
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that  bill  was  in  progreui  sixty-three  Irish 
Members  and  gentlemen  came  over  to 
watch  the  proceedings.  The  moment  the 
bill  was  introduced  for  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  the  40s.  freeholders,  we  held  a 
meeting  at  the  Thatched  House  Tavern. 
I  drew  up  a  petition,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted ;  and  what  was  its  pur- 
port ?  It  called  upon  the  House,  if  it  had 
determined  to  emancipate  the  Catholics 
only  on  the  condition  of  extinguishing  the 
40s.  freeholders;  it  called  upon  them,  I 
say,  and  the  petition  stands  recorded,  to 
reject  the  Emancipation  Bill,  rather  than 
commit  that  great  and  monstrous  injus- 
tice. And  yet  the  noble  Lord  the  Mem- 
ber for  North  Lancashire,  ventures  to  come 
forward,  and  tell  me  that  the  40s.  free- 
holders were  disfranchised  by  a  compact, 
and  not  for  their  opinions,  but  because 
they  were  dependent.  You  may  call  that 
measure  a  settlement  if  you  please.  You 
may  talk  of  it  as  a  settlement — I  care  not 
at  what  side  of  the  House.  You  mav  be 
pleased  to  style  it  a  bargain — but  it  was 
the  bargain  of  the  man  in  '*  Gil  Bias," 
who,  after  stealing  a  purse,  asks  his  victim 
hov^  much  he  will  give  to  get  back  part  of 
what  was  his  own.  You  may  varnish 
over  the  transaction  with  what  6ne  names 
you  please,  but  you  cannot  blind  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  to  the  fact  that  you  com- 
mitted an  unbearable  outrage  upon  them 
by  that  proceeding.  But  an  opportunity 
soon  came,  when  you  might  have  remedied 
your  injustice.  You  had — the  noble  Lord 
had,  that  opportunity  in  the  Reform  Bill. 
And  what  did  he  do  ?  He  left — because 
he  did  not  dare  to  touch — the  existing 
franchises,  narrow  and  paltry  as  they 
were;  but  at  that  season,  when  Parlia- 
ment was  giving  so  mighty  an  extension 
of  popular  power  to  England  and  Scot- 
land, what  use  did  it  make  of  the  oppor- 
tunity for  Ireland  ?  When  you  ought 
then  to  have  restored  the  old  accustomed 
40s.  franchise  to  Ireland,  why  did  you  not 
do  it  ?  Because  the  same  spirit  prevailed 
(hen  that  prevailed  now.  Because,  for 
the  calamity  of  Ireland,  the  noble  Lord 
opposite  was  Chief  Secretary.  At  that 
lime,  f  waited,  in  company  with  Sir  John 
Newport,  on  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies^  for  the  purpose  of  repre- 
senting the  necessity  of  giving  increased 
franchises  to  Ireland.  We  left  him  with 
the  impression  that  he  was  nearly  con- 
vinced. 1  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say, 
that  he  did  not  commit  himself,    B^t  we 


were  so  strongly  impresiedi  from  what 
passed,  with  the  eonvietioD  that  the  ooUe 
Lord  was  with  ns,  that  we  r«ported  10 
the  conference  by  whom  we  were  de- 
puted that  we  had  succeeded.  Hov-* 
ever,  we  were  soon  undeceived.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North  Laft^' 
cashire,  had  taken  care  to  secure  LonI 
Althorp.  We  were  sent  for  to  a  tecond 
interview,  at  which  we  found  the  ncMe 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  (LonI 
J.  Russell),  Lord  Althorp,  and  the  noUa 
Lord  opposite  himself.  I  will  not  say  we 
were  ill  treated,  but  we  were  prevented 
from  urging  our  claims  by  the  perpetual 
interference  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  we 
came  away  from  the  interview  withont  any 
doubt  that  we  were  utterly  discomfited  and 
defeated.  In  spite  of  our  best  efforts  thev 
refused  to  give  us  a  proper  Reform  BUL 
Are  you  not  refusing  it  to  us  still?  Wkal 
do  we  want  now  but  a  proper  Refom 
Bill  ?  I  heard  one  of  the  most  learned 
and  pleasing  s|ieakers  that  ever  addresatd 
a  public  assembly — the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Exeter — talk  of  the  diefcan« 
chisement  of  all  the  constituencies  of  Ira* 
land.  It  seemed  to  me  moetextrittr'b 
dinary  to  hear  htm  talk  of  sweeping  a(W«f 
the  ten-poond  franchise.  Ha  did  not 
seem  to  recollect  that  every  man  bavisf  a 
ten-pound  freehold  must  have  at  least  ^&a 
value  which  would  cause  him  to  be  rated 
at  five  pounds  for  the  poor  rate;  and, 
therefore,  if  his  franchise  was  taken  horn 
him  in  one  capacity,  it  would  be  sure  to 
be  restored  to  him  in  another.  It  has 
been  said  that  we  have  made  oat  no  case 
for  this  bill.  The  noble  Lord,  whose 
manner  is  certainly  excellent,  for  nobody 
is  a  better  debater,  took  out  a  paper 
and  read  from  it  what  he  eallea  the 
state  of  the  franchises  in  Ireland.  Thf 
noble  Lord  said,  are  not  the  franchisee  nf 
Ireland  sufficient  withont  farther 
sion  ?  And  the  learned  Recorder  Uiie 
ing  rested  the  same  argument  on  iIm 
same  paper.  The  noble  Lord  said,  hoiw. 
are  very  ample  franchises,  for  there  appear 
to  be  17,000  registered  in  Dublin.  Nov 
what  does  that  prove  ?  Before  the  hat 
election,  1  found  from  12,000  to  14,000 
on  the  register,  and  how  many  did  1  poll  f 
only  3,500,  and  my  opponents  {Killed 
about  3,400.  The  whole  nnaOier  poUed 
on  both  sides  was  no  more  than  7,0001 
That  election  was  as  closely  contested  Asj 
it  could  be.  It  was  carried  bY  a  majeril^' 
of  eighty.    Every  ssan  was  polled  on  avft 
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Bide  thai  could  possibly  be  brought  up, 
and  yet  only  7,000  voters  were  to  be 
found  out  of  the  nominal  constituency  of 
14»000.  And  that,  be  it  observed,  was 
the  case  in  Dublin,  where  the  registry  has 
been  better  watched  than  anywhere  else. 
What  need  I  proceed  to  comment  on  this 
palpable  misrepresentation?  The  noble 
Lord  founded  his  argument  on  a  return 
dated  in  February,  and  mailc  up  before  the 
old  registry  had  expired  ;  therefore  every 
man  that  was  duly  registered  appears  in  it. 
AU  the  dead  have  come  to  life  there.  Those 
whose  terms  were  expired  ;  those  who 
had  changed  their  residence,  and  registered 
again ;  those  who  had  changed  their  resi- 
dence, arkl  not  registered  again ;  those 
who  had  lost  tlieir  quallBcation  in  any 
way,  were  all  there.  The  dead,  the  ex- 
tinguished, the  duplicates,  everybody  was 
there;  and  when  these  manifold  mistakes 
were  pointed  out,  the  noble  Lord,  with  a 
theatrical  air,  flourished  the  paper,  and 
asked  why  the  Government  should  pre- 
sent such  a  document.  1  wish  he  had 
been  in  his  place  to  hear  the  hon.  Member 
for  Belfast,  who  was  candid  enough — 
though  candour  was  not  his  forte— to 
adroit  that  the  paper  was  a  perfect  fiction. 
— ''  Fictitious"  was  the  word  he  used,  but 
the  learned  Recorder  still  used  the  paper 
with  as  much  countenance  as  he  could  pos- 
aib)^  assume*  I  cannot  be  shaken  from 
callmg  upon  the  House  to  see  whether  we 
have  got  the  franchises  we  ought  to  have. 
Let  ne  remind  you  that  the  limited  fran* 
chiie  was  not  the  only  injustice  of  the 
lleform  Bill.  There  was  another  most 
crying  injustice;  you  remodelled  the  con- 
stituencies of  England^  and  you  added  to 
the  county  Members.  To  every  county 
in  England  having  more  than  100,000  in- 
habitants you  gave  more  than  two  addi- 
tional Members.  How  did  it  happen 
that  to  no  one  county  in  Ireland  did  you 
add  a  single  representative.  Oh!  your 
ibreign  relations  have  been  talked  of,— 
yo»  may  want  us  to  join  you  in  battle; 
we  have  joined  you  in  battle  before,  and  1 
hope  we  sliall  join  you  acsin.  You  want 
\vk  lo  share  in  your  bunicns.  As  far  as 
that  poverty  which  you  have  created  will 
etiabk*  us  we  do  so.  You  talk  of  union, 
but  what  ia  union  without  identification  ? 
If  we  have  union,  why  should  wc  not  have 
iMaimilatioa  ?  Now,  when  you  were  giving 
the  Mfidkional  Members  to  the  Knglish 
eotiMfics,  on  what  priiK^ipIr  did  you  pro* 
eeed  ?     Did  you  go  upon  an  rstmiate  of 


property  ?  Did  you  investigate  the  value 
of  estates,  and  enquire  how  much  land 
was  worth  ?  No ;  you  took  population  as 
your  basis,  and  population  alone.  But 
when  you  came  to  Ireland  you  rejected  it, 
and  refused  her  franchise  because  you 
said  her  population  is  poor  and  wretclied. 
Do  you  think  there  is  not  enough  of  com- 
mon sense  in  Ireland  to  appreciate  the  in- 
sult contained  in  that  proceeding?  Now 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  sober  aiid 
thinking  people  of  England,  who  arc  free 
from  the  bias  of  national  hate  or  religious 
bigotry — I  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Wakefield,  notwithstand- 
ing the  miserable  conclusion  to  which  lie 
had  arrived,  to  the  contrast  between  the 
treatment  of  England  and  that  of  Ireland 
in  the  distribution  of  Members  by  the  Re- 
form Bill — I  would  tell  him  that  Cumber- 
land, containing  126,681  inhabitaott,  re- 
ceived two  additional  Members,  and  hae 
now  four  Representatives  in  Parliament, 
while  the  county  of  Cork,  with  a  population 
of  7 1 3,7 1 6,ha ving  but  two  Representativee 
before  the  Reform  Bill,  did  not  receive 
one  additional  Member.  Yet  the  addi- 
tional Members  in  England  were  given  on 
the  basis  of  population.  Northampton, 
with  a  population  of  179,276,  received 
two  additional  Members,  and  hat  now  fonr 
Members,  while  Down,  with  a  popalntinn 
of  337^71,  had  but  two  before,  and  hm 
only  two  still.  Leicestershire,  wish  n  p»* 
pulation  of  192,276,  received  Iwo  «M»- 
tional  Members,  and  hss  now  fonr» 
while  Tipperary,  with  a  popukation  of 
380,598,  did  not  receive  one  addi« 
tional  Member.  Wiltshire  with  239^181 
inhabitants,  received  two  additional 
Members ;  while  Tyrone— Protestant 
Tyrone — did  not  get  one.  The  injustice 
of  all  this  is  infinitely  more  strong  and 
glaring  when  we  recollect  that  Scotland, 
with  her  2,36.0,807  and  forty- five  membera^ 
got  eight  additional  Members;  while  Ire- 
land, with  her  eight  millions,  had  an  nd- 
dition  of  only  five.  Remember,  too,  that 
Wales,  with  one-tenth  of  the  population 
of  Ireland,  got  an  increase  of  four  Mem- 
bers. If  you  call  this  Union,  1  ask  is  it  • 
Union  with  which  I,  as  a  lover  of  liberty, 
and  insisting  upon  a  perfect  equality  wiUi 
you,  ought  to  1)0  content  ?  The  people  of 
Ireland  arc  not,  and  ought  not  to  be  an- 
tisficd  with  it ;  but  you  will  render  ii  even 
more  and  more  unendurable  if  yon  thnnv 
another  |N>isonou9  ingredient  into  tlierop 
— if  you  vole  a  Registration  Bill,  framed 
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for  the  destructkm  of  tbe  remnftnt  of  our 
franchises.  Consider  wbal  a  fact  this  it 
—Wales  with  800,000  inhabitanta,  has 
twenty-eight  Members ;  Cork  county  and 
city  and  boroughs,  with  nearly  a  million, 
have  but  eight  Members.  There  is  but 
one  magic  in  politics,  and  that  is  to  be  in 
the  right.  We  have  it  here,  for  we  have 
the  opinion  of  all  thinking  men  with  us. 
Well,  f  con>e  to  our  dtfTerence,  compared 
with  the  smaller  counties.  Rutlandshire 
with  19,815  inhabitants  had,  after  the 
Reform  Bill,  1,296  electors,  and  in  1840, 
1373 ;  Longford  with  1 12^8  inhabitanU, 
or  five  times  the  population  of  Rutlandt 
had  1294  electors  after  the  Reform  Bill, 
and  in  1841,  it  has  only  949.  It  has 
been  reduced  one- fourth  since  the  Reforoi 
Bill.  Indeed,  1  feel  some  gratitude  to  the 
noble  Lord — not  for  his  intentiona,  but 
for  his  not  leaving  the  franchise  to  ex- 
tinguish itself.  Small  as  it  was,  it  was 
diminishing  and  dying  out,  and  might 
have  been  destroyed,  if  the  people  of  Ire- 
land had  not  been  roused  by  the  attack  of 
the  noble  l^rd.  He  has  summoned  them 
to  the  field,  and  he  will  not  find  them 
backward  in  the  contest.  I  might  add  to 
the  instances  of  inequality  and  rajustiee 
which  the  comparative  sitiMtk>ns  of  tbr 
English  and  Irish  counties  furnisb;  b»t 
why  should  I  detain  you  k>nger  ?  I  hare 
adduced  the  most  unanswerable  proofo  of 
the  enormous  extent  of  your  fraoehise, 
and  of  the  miserable  deficiency  of  oms. 
But  property,  forsooth,  was  the  principle 
of  the  franchise  of  the  Reform  Bill.  If  tt 
was,  on  what  principle  did  you  disfranchise 
boroughs  ?  On  the  principle  of  population 
alone.  On  what  principle  did  you  enfran- 
chise the  new  boroughs  ?  On  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  population  alone.  You  used  the 
principle  of  population  for  the  disfrancbise- 
ment  of  the  old  boroughs,  and  the  onlran^ 
chiseroent  of  the  new  ones.  You  uatd  if 
when  it  suited  yotir  purposes,  and  then 
you  turn  round  lo  the  people  of  Ireland, 
and  (ell  them  they  shall  have  no  advan- 
tage from  it.  We  represent  our  naimbers, 
and  your  answer  is  that  we  are  poor.  If 
we  are,  we  are  the  more  in  want  of  Repre- 
sentativ^i  to  protect  us.  Who  wasrts  Re- 
presentatives so  much  as  the  man  who  is 
least  able  to  help  himself  ?  Bat  is  tbk 
your  account  of  the  benefits  we  iMve  d«* 
rived  from  the  Union?  The  Hwmm  Imh 
lasted  forty-one  years^  and  do  yo»  tell  na 
we  ana  loo  mis<!viib)e  to  exercise  the  fig hia 
ol  freemen?    FoftfHNie  years  ef  U 


with  you  hate  left  us  ao  wretdMd,  thai «« 
are  too  poor  to  be  untroited  with  friuSi*: 
chisea.  It  may  be  said,  it  baa  beea  aaadi, 
that  this  bill  may  be  extended  to  Enflaad. 
I  shall  be  heartily  ready  to  support  aMb 
extension.  1  claim  no  right  lor  nyaaK 
which  i  am  not  ready  to  extend  to  otbanii 
Having  something  more  to  aay,  I  dtaUHt 
to  enter  on  the  question  as  to  heir  iIm 
franchise  should  be  rated,  but  I  shall  mf. 
a  word  on  the  definition  of  the  franchise.^ 
The  noble  Lord  opposite,  as  every  otte 
knows,  has  left  us  perfectly  at  sea  aa  16 
any  definition  of  that  which  is  lo  be  re* 
gistered.  He  proposes  a  bill  full  of  ee«i*< 
plicated  clauses  for  the  registry  of  the- 
franchise.  But  he  does  not  dace  te  ieH 
US  what  the  franchise  is«  He  wouM  havet 
us  make  a  naehiee  without  knowing  Cm. 
what.  He  goes  to  great  trouble  tor  the 
legislative  arrangeasent  of  aoaaelhing^  iNsCt 
will  not  tdl  us  what  it  is.  The  Immi* 
Member  for  Exeter,  indeed,  aeemed  ioe 
think  it  perfectly  clear.  I  have  a  great  re* 
spect  for  the  bon.  and  learned  Oentlenee*. 
There  is  a  fascination  in  his  eloqueeee 
which  could  only  spring  from  a  nnkxi  of 
the  moat  eminent  talent,  with  the  kiedliaai 
disposition.  I  say  it  not  in  complimaelyr 
for  why  should  I  comptimeai  bioa,  thai 
be  appears  te  have  that  eeeibisMiftiee,  aai 
rare  amongst  lawyers^  of  the  big^si  feal»« 
tiee  of  an  advocate  aed  a  )ttdge,i  but  l- 
cannot  asaeet  to  the  opinkm  which  he  hae 
expressed  of  the  meaoing  of  the  fraaehisae 
created  by  the  Reform  Ad*  Lei  me  lake 
thif  opportunity  of  correcthsg  a  mistake 
of  the  noble  Lord^  the  Meeriiar  Csa 
Northumberland,  who  attribeled  te  aae 
an  opinion  whieh  I  de  iiei  hoM.  le  mm 
opinion,  the  beneficial  infertai  jo  thewesliii 
of  boMing,  after  dedeefing  the  laboet  oi 
coltivation  and  tha  capital  emf  loyad  ie  it« 
Theiefbre^  the  produce  of  aaae'eewn  Wi 
bout  is  BO  ingicdieBt  m  the  beoefictel  nw 
teiest.  What  was  the  state  of  ihe  lOL 
freehold  fiMchiae^  aa  created  by  10  Gei^ 
4th,  and  confirmed  by  the  Reierai  Bilif 
In  seeking  Ihe  nieaneg  of  Ibe  Relbine 
BttI,  I  shell  not  k>ok  to  the  defaeCes  wftm 
It,  for  it  is  quite  dear  that  Ihe  fepoiksM 
endarstood  eoibiag  of  the  solyeei  of  Ihl 
frmaefaise.  la  a  simitar  eUeaa  of  the  Re^ 
fomt  Bitty  the  feaeehiss  ie  wialiQeed  thtee 
INMS.'  Thart  ia  first  •  aisly  jmsnf  beeei 
fieial  ieteseat  of  Ibe  dees  yearly  valeeef 
10^  H  geea  the»  to  a  term  el  feertdi* 
years,  ibr  in  the  Refcm  Bill  ;pe«  Witt  tei 
thei  lana,  mA  tkaa  il  re^eiite  e  *^ 
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ficial  iDterest  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
not  less  than  10/.  The  10/.  franchise  is 
repeated  three  times,  and  could  have  no 
other  meaning  than  that  I  attribute  to  it. 
Then  next  there  is  trial  at  the  Sessions. 
The  act  directs  the  assistant-barrister  to 
inquire  into  particulars  of  title,  and  also 
to  inquire  whether  the  claimant  is  also  a 
solvent  and  responsible  tenant,  who  could 
afford  to  pay  the  sum  of  10/.  over  and 
above  his  rent.  Here,  then,  is  the 
solvent  test  expressly  stated.  I  come 
then  to  the  section  m  the  Reform  Act, 
and  there  I  find  the  party  must  make 
it  appear,  that  he  has  property  of  the  va- 
lue in  the  act  mentioned.  If  the  framers 
of  the  act  had  not  meant  differently,  why 
not  repeat  the  same  words?  If  they  meant 
differently,  they  would  change  the  words, 
and  that  they  have  done.  I  will  despatch 
this  part  of  the  subject  as  fast  as  I  can. 
Again,  a  party  is  required  to  prove  upon 
oath,  and  the  assistant-barrister  would  in- 
quire whether  a  solvent  and  responsible 
tenant  would  become  bound  to  pay  10/. 
more  than  the  party  in  possession.  That 
is  by  the  Emancipation  Act.  The  words 
are  rejected  in  the  Reform  Act  till  it 
came  to  this,  namely,  whether  the  pro- 
perty is  of  the  value  and  nature  herein- 
before described.  The  same  was  said  of 
the  beneficial  interest,  whatever  meaning 
may  be  attached  to  it.  I  feel  that  I  could 
convince  any  man  of  legal  knowledge — I 
have  not  the  least  doubt  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Exeter  was  upon  the 
bench,  I  could  convince  him  that  it  was 
impossible  that  the  legislature  could 
make  a  change  in  the  words  of  an  act 
without  intending  something  by  it.  A 
man  is  obliged  first  to  swear  that  he  had 
a  clear  profit  of  10/.  a  year  in  his  free- 
hold, and  he  is  bound  further  to  add, 
upon  oath,  that  a  solvent  and  responsible 
tenant  could  pay  10/.  a  year  more.  That 
is  the  oath  in  the  Emancipation  Act. 
What  is  the  oath  in  the  Reform  Act? 
The  first  part,  and  that  only  is  required, 
namely,  that  the  party  should  have  10/. 
a-year.  The  second  part  is  totally  omitted 
from  the  oath,  and  why  is  it  omitted? 
Will  you  say  that  it  is  a  mere  repetition 
in  the  first  oath  ?  Will  you  say  it  is  be- 
cause it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  swear 
twice  the  same  thing  ?  I  say  that  he  does 
not  swear  the  same  thing.  He  manifestly 
did  not,  he  swore  a  very  different  thing. 
In  the  one  oath  there  is  an  important 
mberof  the  sentence  altogetlier  omitted. 


I  think  it  bat  right  to  vindicate  the  Irish 
judges — the  minority,  and  now,  I  believet 
the  majority— against  the  repetition  of 
the  accusations  brought  against  them.  la 
it  not  manifest  that  any  roan  who  bringi 
in  a  reform  registration  bill  withont  re- 
form, and  without  defining  the  franchite» 
leaves  the  conflicting  points  to  be  defined 
as  the  judges  think  right?  The  opinions 
of  Chief  Baron  Brady  and  of  Jndge 
Crampton  have  been  read  publicly,  and 
they  are  opposed  the  one  to  the  other.  I 
ask  is  that  proper?  Is  it  conducive  to 
the  due  administration  of  justice  ?  And 
yet  the  noble  Lord  opposite  wants  to  pre- 
serve  those  inducements  that  prompt  mea 
to  assail  judges  of  the  character  of  Baron 
Richards  and  Chief  Baron  Brady.  Woald 
to  Heaven  that  we  had  such  good  judges 
on  the  bench  as  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Exeter ;  and  1  call  on  that 
hon.  and  learned  Member  to  attend  to 
this: — The  right  hon.  and  learned  Re* 
corder  for  Dublin  has  read  the  opioioo  of 
Judge  Crampton,  and  in  that  opinion  thai 
learned  judge  said  there  was  nothing  but 
an  air-drawn  and  ill-defined  distinction 
between  a  meeting  of  the  judges  io  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  and  a  meet^ 
ing  of  the  judges  to  consult  upon  a  point 
upon  which  a  brother  judge  might  wish  to 
consult  them.  Is  there  not  this  distinction, 
that  in  the  one  there  is  a  writ  of  error  Irani 
the  judgment,  and  in  the  other  there  is  no 
appeal.  And  yet  this  Judge  Crampton,  tho 
Coryphoeus  of  the  party  opposite,  takes  this 
most  extraordinary  view  of  the  matter  t 
but  I  do  not  wonder  at  it,  for  he  is  at  the 
very  bottom  of  all  the  disgraceful  scenes 
that  have  occurred  among  the  Irish  judges. 
Why,  otherwise,  in  opposition  to  his  bro- 
ther judge.  Baron  Richards,  talk  of  this 
important  difference  ss  an  air-drawn, 
imaginary  distinction:  With  all  respect  to 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Exeter, 
it  is  a  mockery  to  say  that  the  judges 
should  be  bound  by  judge  Cramptoo's 
opinion.  '*  Oh,  but,"  it  will  be  said, 
*<  this  is  the  opinion  given  by  the  msjority 
of  the  judges.*'  If  an  appeal  is  made  to  • 
single  judge,  he  it  bound  to  give  his  opin- 
ion upon  oath  ;  but  in  this  case  there  was 
not  even  an  appeal  to  the  twelve  judges. 
Were  they  sworn  ?  I  would  not  give  iIm 
judges  such  power :  and  why  ?  I  hetrd 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North- 
umbcrland  say  that  in  his  opinion,  and  Im 
is  no  small  authority  on  constitntioonl 
questions,  it  is  unconstitutional  ibr  n 
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ftority  of  the  }nigp%  to  resiat  the  majority. 
I  ask  the  noble  Lord  this :    Has  the  Re- 
form Bill  given  an  appeal  to  the  twelve 
judges  ?   If  it  had,  would  it  not  have  gone 
farther,  and  would  it  not  have  given  an  ap- 
peal to  the  House  of  Lords?    And  what 
would  be  the  consequence  if  they  had 
^iven  an  appeal  to  the  twelve  judges? 
They  could  not  leave  the  franchise  of  this 
House  and  of  the  people  at  the  mercy  of 
the  judges  without  giving  an  appeal  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  they  could  not  do 
that   in    such    a  case  as  this,  for  they 
could   not    leave  the    franchise    at   the 
mercy  of  the   other   House  of   Parlia- 
ment.    Thus  the  ultimate  decision   can 
never  arise  in  such  a  case.     But  I  am 
told   that  Frost's  case  has  decided  the 
point.   I  believe,  and  I  feel  bound  to  state 
my  belief,  that  the  conviction  of  Frost  was 
contrary  to  law.     I  know  that  he  was 
guilty  of  a  most  heinous  crime,  but  I  am 
bound  to  say,  that  I  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  his  trial  terminated. 
I  think  that  every  man  who  is  tried  for  his 
life  has  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  judges 
who  preside  at  his  trial,  and  the  opinions 
of  those  jude^s,  if  in  his  favour,  just  as 
much  as  the  opinions  of  the  jury,  entitle 
him  to  an  acquittal.    In  Frost's  case  the 
judges  who  presidedat  the  trial  were  favour- 
able to  the  prisoner,  and  yet  the  conviction 
against  him  was  confirmed  by  the  majority 
of  the  whole  of  the  judges.  Let  me  not  hear, 
then,  of  Frost's  case,  as  a  case  in  point.   I 
dispute  it  altogether.     It  may  as  well  be 
said,   thai  every   madman   ought  to  be 
hanged,   because   Bellingham  committed 
an  atrocious  crime.     I  heard  with  great 
surprise,  the  right  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  the  university  of  Dublin,  talk  of 
a  judge  being  bound  by  the  decision  of 
the  twelve  judges  in  civil  bill  cases.     I 
kuow  that  Judge  Jebb  held  a  doctrine 
directly  the  reverse — a  doctrine  which  he 
laid  down  in  the  celebrated  case  of  Frank- 
lin V.  HewsoD.    That  learned  judge  there, 
said,  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  bound 
by  the  majority  of  the  judges,  because  he 
came  to  them  merely  for  advice  upon  a 
matter  not  coming  before  them  judicially. 
No  man  is  bound  by  the  opinion  of  the 
entire  twelve  judges  in  this  country ;  he 
has  an  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and 
if  you  carry  out  to  its  legitimate  extent 
the  principle  of  the  minority  of  the  judges 
binding  the  majority,  you  must  go  farther, 
and  place  in  the  hands  of  a  Tory  majority 
the  power  of  deciding  upon  the  franchise 


of  the  Irish  people.    I  laugh  to  aeom  tlie 
idea  that  this  species  of  courtesy  of  a  mi* 
nority  submitting  to  a  majority  is  to  firitttr 
away  the  rights  of  the  subject,  and  to  take 
away  at  the  same  time  the  power  of  appeal 
to  the  dernier  resort.    I  would  remind  tiid 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Northumberu 
land,  that  one  of  the  atrocities  by  which  » 
dynasty  forfeited  its  right  to  the  Crown  ^ 
this  country,  was  a  private  consultatMKi 
with  the  judges.    I  now  respectfully  call 
upon  the  House  to  grant  the  franchise  dc^ 
manded  by  the  Irish  people.     1  say  that 
you  will  be  only  fulfilling  the  intentmn  of 
the  Reform  Bill.    I  have  the  authority  of 
a  gentleman  who  stated  that  he  intended 
to  vote  against  the  present  bill,  that  the 
franchise  in  Ireland  ouglit  to  be  increaaed. 
I  have  the  authority  of  common  sense  and 
reason,  and  of  every  principle  of  justkw; 
that  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom 
ought  to  be  placed  upon  a   footing-  of 
equality.    I  ask  you  to  do  justice.    I  have 
shown  that  you  have  committed  grievom 
crimes  towards  Ireland.    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Cavan,  whom  I  respect,  for  he  baa 
an  excellent  private  character,  and  I  only 
regret  that  he  has  thrown  his  own  worthU 
ness  into  an  unworthy  scale— baa  toM  oa 
that  the  party  to  which  he  belongs^  and  be 
really  seems  to  be  among  them,  not  nrf 
them,  has  been  making  concessions  for  the 
last  fifty  years.    I  say  they  have  made,  no 
concessions.     By  the  treaty  of  Limerieky 
you  betrayed  your  honour;  and  you  be-' 
trayed  the  Catholic  people  of  Ireland,  drat,* 
by  inducing  them  to  disarm,  and  then  by^ 
making  them  slaves.     When  did  you  take 
the  first  step  towards  emancipation  ?   Not 
till  1778.     And  why  did  you  then  com- 
mence this  tardy  act  of  justice?    It  «M 
because  Burgoyne  had    surrendered    at 
Saratoga.      You    refused    to   conciliaM 
America,  and  you  talked  to  the  Americana 
as  you  now  talk  to  the  Irish  people.    But 
you  learned  wisdom  :  you  began  emanel- 
pation.    You  lost  America  by  refusing  va 
conciliate,  you  preserved  Ireland  by  coH'^ 
ciliation.     But  I  will  go  back  to  within 
the  fifty  years  described  by  the  hon.  Meikt^ 
her  for  Csvan;  I  will  go  back  to  l«Mi 
when  only  one  Member  of  the  Irish  Hoo^ 
of  Commons  could  be  found  to  lay  npott 
the  Table  of  the  House  a  petition  from  tht 
Irish  Catholics,  couched  though  it  was  III 
the  moat  temnerate  language.    And  wM 
the  petitmn  allowed  to  remam  there?  Ndt 
Mr.  Latouche,  the  Member  for  KildaMl^ 
moved  its  rejectmD,  and  it  was  aeeaMj^ 
2N 


1001      Parliam§Htarif  Voim       {COMMONS} 


( IrtloMdJ^ 


itm 


kicked  out  of  the  House.  Before  the  ter- 
mination of  that  very  year,  in  November, 
they  passed  the  act,  which  allowed  Ca- 
tholic barristers  to  practise  in  the  courts. 
In  1793  they  went  on,  and  granted  a  more 
liberal  degree  of  emancipation.  Wiien 
you  talk  of  the  ingratitude  of  the  Irish 
people,  I  ask,  did  you  not,  when  you  lost 
America,  preserve  Ireland  from  France, 
thiough  the  gratitude  of  the  Irish  people  ? 
And  let  me  tell  you  that  the  Irish  people 
might  have  had  formidable  auxiliaries  if 
they  had  chosen  to  attempt  a  separation 
of  the  two  countries.  One  of  the  greatest 
blunders  ever  committed  by  that  splendid 
madman.  Napoleon,  was  his  disbelief  of 
the  power  and  number  of  the  Irish.  The 
Irish  delegates  convinced  him  that  the 
Irish  would  receive  his  troops  with  open 
arms,  but  he  never  would  believe  that  they 
amounted  to  more  than  2,000,000.  For- 
tunately for  Ireland  too,  more  so,  perhaps, 
than  for  England,  the  infidelity  of  the 
people  of  France  secured  the  sup|)ort  of 
the  priesthood  of  Ireland.  I  agree  with 
the  bon.  Member  for  Limerick  that  those 
priests,  oppressed  and  insulted  though 
they  have  been,  if  there  was  an  invasion 
of  Ireland  to-morrow  would  be  the  fore- 
most in  sending  their  flocks  to  battle 
against  the  invader.  When  I  say  this,  do 
I  say  it  from  any  progress  that  has  been 
made  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation?  Far 
from  it.  Almost  every  day  furnishes  ad- 
ditional insults.  Have  they  not  been 
called  a  demon  priesthood,  and  surpliced 
ruffians  by  the  journal  which  boasts 
to  be  the  organ  and  leader  of  the 
party  opposite?  Summon  M*Neil  of 
Liverpool,  Jezabel  M'Neil  with  his  pe- 
tition containing  27,000  signatures  against 
the  rights  of  the  Irish  people ;  he  ii 
your  leading  orator,  honest  Jezabel 
M*Neil,  and  he  will  tell  you,  that  the 
priests  of  Ireland  are  surpliced  ruflians. 
But  I  tell  you,  do  not  fear.  Fear,  did  I 
say  ?  When  did  Englishmen  fear  ?  They 
never  did  fear.  It  is  not  a  characteristic 
of  their  country.  They  never  flinched. 
They  would  persevere  in  the  fight  as  on 
other  occasions  they  ever  had.  Who  has 
not  heard  of  the  field  of  battle  where 
36,000  men  lay  dead  ?  but  then  both 
parties  were  English.  Therefore,  think 
not,  that  I  threaten,  but  I  advise,  and  if 
circumstances  of  a  threatening  nature 
should  arise,  do  not  blame  me;  I  only 
utter  facts.  How  long  aie  you  to  have 
peace  with  France  ?    As  the  hon.  Mem- 


ber for  Pontefract  (Mr.  Milnea)  has  ob- 
served, we  are  at  present  in  a  stata  of 
armed  peace.  What  is  that  but  a  itita  of 
war  without  its  glory?  Are  you  nol, 
then,  in  a  state  of  armed  peace  with 
France,  and  is  there  not  in  France,  at 
this  moment,  an  army  of  500,000  men, 
with  a  reserve  of  132,000  men,  and 
300,000  of  national  guards?  Do  you 
think,  that  such  a  people  as  that  of 
France  will  be  contented  to  bear  with 
these  great  but  useless  armaments  ?  No* 
they  are  watching  you,  and  remember 
they  think  they  have  suflered  humiliation 
at  your  hands.  There  is,  then,  danger  of 
war.  I  do  not  say,  that  there  is  danger  to 
this  country,  but  would  it  not  be  well  to 
have  Ireland  on  your  side  ?  Ag^in,  aio 
you  at  peace  with  America  ?  There  ia  a 
quarrel  about  Mr.  M*I.eod  which  I  hopo 
is  or  will  be  settled,  but  there  is  anothor 
quarrel  about  the  boundary,  and  that  ia  in 
this  predicament.  Both  parties  are  now 
bound.  You  were  wrong  at  first,  but  yon 
are  right  now,  and,  therefore,  you  cannot 
concede,  and  the  people  of  America  will 
not,  lam  afraid,  concede,  for  they  art  in 
the  wrong.  There  is,  therefore,  a  poaai- 
bility  of  your  being  engaged  in  war.  Did 
you  read  in  the  American  papera  of  laal 
week  a  complaint,  that  there  were  24,000 
Irish  labourers  within  a  week's  journey  of 
Nttw  York  ?  It  is  your  busiaeis  as  ifateji 
men  to  recollect  these  things.  I  aak»  if 
you  were  at  war  with  France  or  America, 
would  the  noble  Lord  presume  to  briny 
in  this  bill  ?  I  call  upon  you  to  secnra 
yourselves  against  the  disgrace  of  bavin* 
a  war  forced  upon  you.  With  the  nataial 
force  of  the  empire  properly  combined, 
vou  may  resist  the  world  in  arms :  I  aay, 
then,  do  not  set  the  Irish  people  againal 
you.  The  people  of  Ireland  feel,  that 
this  is  a  contest  for  their  conntry  and 
their  religion.  Look  at  what  hat  taken 
place  in  Pruuia — look  at  what  has  taken 
place  in  the  Netherlands.  The  moaarcha 
of  those  two  kingdoms  have  wisely  ado|ilad 
the  principle  of  equality  amongst  tbeir 
»ubjects  of  all  religious  denominations,  i 
want  vou  to  take  example  by  Prusiin* 
I^t  the  people  of  Ireland  know  and  IM 
that  all  distinctions  are  efficiently  and 
really  at  an  end.  Show  them  that  neither 
religion  nor  poverty  shall  deprive  these  of 
their  rights.  Identify  them  with  yonr* 
selves.  Kofusc  to  take  the  course  reoosn* 
mended  by  the  noble  Lord  oppoaitCt  for  i 
prophecy  that  if  you  do  yon  are  ~ 
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more  than  L  I  tell  jon  tbat  thittcldi- 
lional  intuit  will  rally  raupd  the  banuer 
of  repeal  not  only  alinoBl  all  lbs  oiUJdie 
clawei,  but  the  gentry  of  Ireland.  1  tell 
yau,  it  !■  ridiculoui  ig  be  Hire,  that  I  wai 
very  urgently  preiied  lo  propose  the  noble 
Lord  oppoaite  (Lord  Stanley)  aa  an  hono- 
rary Member  of  llie  Repeal  Aaiocialion. 
I  felt  the  noble  Lard's  claimii  I  acknow- 
ledged his  nieriti;  and  had  I  not  con- 
sidered it  would  be  mining  up  too  much 
of  the  ridiculous  with  a  very  grave  matter, 
the  noble  Lord  wuujd  by  thii  time  be  ap 
honorary  member  of  the  Repeal  Asso- 
ciation. You  talk  of  violence:  while  I 
live  no  violent  measure  can  Ije  taken  ;  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  the  best  magis- 
tracy you  have  in  Ireland — an  unpaid 
magistracy— will  second  my  efforts,  and 
you  will  have  no  rebellion  io  Ireland. 
Even  despite  the  wont  Orange  oppression, 
the  people  of  Ireland  will  not  violate  the 
law ;  but  the  universal  voice  of  that  peo- 
ple is  against  the  measure  of  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  lis- 
tened toby  all  the  good,  just)  and  geacrous 
people  of  England.  The  hou.  andleBrncd 
Gentleman  proceeded  to  say  ifaal  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite,  m  qaoting  an 
alleged  statement  of  his  (Mr.  U'Connoll's) 
on  the  previous  evening,  had  utterly  mis- 
represented wh»t  he  had  said.  Tbe 
r^ht  hon.  Baronet,  at  it  would  appear 
from  tha  newspaper  reports,  had  made 
him  lay  that  hit  reason  for  refating  the 
olGce  of  Chief  Baron  was,  that  he  ditj  not 
wish  lo  pollute  the  administration  of  jut- 
tice  in  Ireland  :  but  what  he  had  really 
said,  to  far  from  intimating  a  distrust 
that  he  should  exhibit  a  partiality  toward* 
persons  who  wero  of  bis  own  opinioDi, 
was,  that  ha  feared  lest  his  desire  to  be 
impartial  might  lead  him  to  lean  rather  in 
favour  ofihote  from  whom  be  differed.  The 
noble  Lord  opposite  would  have  qo  such 
refusals  if  he  came  into  office.  Anything 
bearing  upon  impartiality  came  with  aio- 
gular  wectfroin  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
while  the  man  who  differed  from  their 
party  in  politics  did  not  dare  to  travel 
along  their  roads  in  Ireland,  not  even  in 
civilized  Ulster.  If  hon.  Genllemeo 
wanted  a  proof  of  thia,  let  them  Uke  it 
from  this  account,  from  the  Nmry  Sx- 
amiaer,  of  the  outrage  which  had  been 
offered  to  him,  and  for  whiih  oulr^e  no 
man  had  been  punished.  He  atated  the 
case  at  4  mere  matter  of  fact  btariof  qa 
the  quesltOD,  and  it  ran  ibae:— 
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"  Hafistrotci  pt«eidiiM~>B«*.  Elgia  Boydi 
D.  Lindsay,  aqd  — .  DoUiog,  Eaqs. 

"  James  MarroD,  an  inhabitant  of  QroBSora, 
chained  lizieen  persons  whom  he  had  Aniif 
summoned,  with  tiol  and  atsaoll,  camaiittM 
on  the  18th  of  Janaaiy. 

"The  cireumitances  of  the  oaae,  at  IhM- 
capiB  out  in  evidenee,  were  at  follows  r>-4 
large  mob,  of  between  400- and  500  peraone 
liad  collected  in  the  town  of  Dromoie,  etii^ 
on  the  18th  oFJanuary  (the  day  on  which  Mr. 
(J'Connell  was  expectea  to  pass  throurh,  on 
his  way  to  Beirasi),  many  of  them  trniM  wltb 
fire-arms.  [He  (Mr.  O'Conoetl)  ibould  lika 
to  know  whether  these  arms  were  regitlwed.^ 
There  were  also  potted  on  the  walls  {daoasda 
of  an  insulting  and  inflansmaloiy  kind. 

"On  finding  that  Mr.  O'Connell  had  paiaed 
through  on  the  previous  Saturday,  the  crowd 
got  an  effigy  made  which  they  carried  on  a 
pole  lo  B  place  called  'The  ftound  Hill,* 
cloee  to  ilie  road  on  tlie  Nearry  side  of  the 
luwo  1  and  hnng  up  the  effigy  there.  They 
then  discharged  their  6ra-armt  at  that,  bavipg 
been  disappoioted  of  tbe  m«n  biasalf, 

"While  the  Oiaoge  nob  were  so  enplojail, 
iha  coroplaJoant,  a  iT^ath^ic.  who  was  out  in 
that  direction,  advanced  to  the  crowd,  *hM 
he  was  iattanlly  assailed  with  criea  of  *To 
hell  with  the  Pope  I '  and  other  tiwh  langnagfc 
which  was  followed  up  hv  tome  of  tha  aM* 
striking  him.  He  then  len  the  field  and  went 
into  lowD,  followed  all  the  way  by  tha  auilk 
who  coQtinoed  pelting  bin  with  atwiet  aafl 
lods  until  he  got  into  a  house  in  the  towq, 

"  One  man,  named  Rejoolds,  was  taken  up 
by  the  police  in  the  course  of  the  day  wftk  k 
pistol  concealed  in  his  pocket.  Saverat  other 
assaults  were  proved  to  have  been  eonnitfaA 
upon  such  Catholics  as  were  Ibolitb  anough  ta 


hours*  duration,  tha  complainant's  tafonnaliona 
were  taken  against  flveofthe  persons  tibMmS, 
who  were  accordingly  held  to  bail  (o  take  their 
trial  at  the  enminj  quarter  setaieus.  IWr 
names  are  John  Gowd«(  Jeremiah  Meanjs 
Samnei  Meany,  Jdm  Heany,  and  JoMaa 
Dobbin. 

**  About  Kx  of  the  othen  wera  bonod  ova* 
to  keep  tbe  peace  for  two  jreari." 

These  vara  iba  ciriliiad  Ulilat  nan,  t)t# 
nortbari)  patitioaeit,  the  mpporttn  of  ibp 
noble  Lord,  and  whom  be  mhU  aqpport  tp 
return.  Then,  again,  thera  «aa  tna  caaa, 
where,  in  the  presenca  of  the  pliant  Mem- 
ber for  Armagh,  and  in  apita  of  all  kb 
I'SbrU,  within  tbe  lait  thrae  yean,  Uia 
town  of  Maharagh  waa  wraokad  from  on* 
end  to  the  atber,  and  iba  honaaa  and  pr»* 
party  at  tha  Roman  Catbvlia  itthabliaala 
deatroyed,  themaclvea  being  obligad  to  §f 
to  una  their  Uvea.  Far  tbia  otttnfa  h**- 
mtny  had  bean  MtnialRd  1  Not  Mat  yHH 
2K% 
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it  happened  in  noon  dayi  and  in  the  pre-  j  this  bill,  they  would  be  arming  him  whh 
tence  of  the  gallant  Member^  and  was  !  tenfold  power^  becauie  they  would  put  tha 
committed  by  the  party  to  whom  the  hon. :  right  on  his  side. 

and  gallant  General  belonged.  These  I  Sir  R.  Peel  then  rose  and  said :  I  oer- 
were  the  flower  of  Ireland,  the  civilised  tainly  cannot  perceive  the  justice  of  thfi 
men  of  the  north !  Were  these  the  only  compliment  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
unpunished  outrages?  Not  by  very  many,  j  Gentleman  has  just  paid  to  himself,  that 
In  1835,  five  or  six  Roman  Catholic  chiU  he  spoke  in  the  tone  and  temper  worthy 
dren  in  the  county  of  Monaghan,  at  a  ,  of  the  representative  of  the  Irish  people; 
place  called  Mollyash,  were  fired  upon,  for  any  tone  and  temper  more  unworthy  of 
and  two  of  them  shot,  but  not  a  single  in- '  that  people  I  never  heanl  displayea  in 
dividual  had  been  punished  for  the  out- ;  this  House  than  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
rage.  To  descend  to  minor  offences,  he  ■  Gentleman  in  the  course  of  his  speech.  I 
found  the  Fermanagh  Reporter,  itself  an  do  not  complain  of  the  high  tone  taken  by 
Orange  journal,  lamenting  the  system  of  |  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  but  I  do 
assailing  respectable  Roman  Catholic  re-   complain  of   the   apparent  delight  with 


sidents  in  that  neighbourhood,  '*  who  were 
attacked  and  dreadfully  beaten  by  mobs, 
merely  on  account  of  their  religion." 

**  We  res;ret  to  state,"   said   that  journal, 


which  he  gloated  upon  the  recital  of  past 
animosities  between  the  two  coontriea. 
But  (addressing  himself  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dublin)  you  have  mtl 


"  that  aa  inoffensive  and  respectable  Koman  |  with  no  sympathy;  not  because  the  Houie 
Catholic  inhabitant  was  set  upon  by  some  !  is  indifferent  to  the  welfare  of  Ireland-— 


ruffians  on  last  fair  night  in  Darlington-street, 
Enniskillen,  and,  but  for  the  opportune  arrival 
of  head  constable  Nolan  ana  a  parly  of  the 
constabulary^  would  have  suffered  great  bodily 
injury.  They  fled  on  the  approach  of  the 
police,  and  escaped  in  the  dark.  Same  night, 
in  same  street,  an  aged  gentleman,  also  a  Ro- 
man Catholic,  with  a  child  by  the  hand,  was 
brutally  knocked  down,  and  his  ear  split  in 
three  places  from  the  blow  of  a  bludgeon." 

Was  the  House  aware  that  only  in  four 
counties  in  Ireland  was  there  a  majority  of 
Protestants?  That  in  the  province  of 
Ulster  there  was  a  majority  of  116,000 
Roman  Catholics,  while  in  the  county  of 
Clare,  with  286,000  Roman  Catholics, 
there  were  only  5,000  Protestants.  11  u 
might,  perhaps,  be  accused  of  using  hi^h 
and  seditious  language,  but  he  trusted 
that  he  had  spoken  as  became  the  repi<  - 
sentative  of  Ireland.  He  stood  here  lo 
warn  the  House  of  events  which   threat - 


not  because  it  underrates  your  abiliues,  or 
would  wish  to  treat  them  with  disdain  or 
disregard — but  because  there  are  not  teo 
men  in  this  House  who  could  bring  theai- 
selves  to  respond  to  the  efforts  which  yoa 
have  been  making  to  keep  alive  that  paai 
exacerbation  of  feeling  which  all  mutt  ap 
much  deplore.  I  ask  you,  what  use  it  hi 
to  dwell  upon  the  history  of  past  coDlatla 
and  oppressions,  as  you  call  them»  of  aettB 
centuries'  date;  what  use  in  referring  id 
times  when,  as  you  say,  the  bead  oif  a 
wolf  was  worth  as  much  as  that  of  a 
priest?  But  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man says,  that  the  same  spirit  and  the 
same  system  of  Government  and  legisbH 
tion,  with  regard  to  Ireland,  continue  to 
the  present  day.  I  ask  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  who  is  the  leader  of  tfaie 
House,  and  I  ask  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary   fur   Ireland,    do    you    believe 


ened,  and  the  House  could  prevent  his ,  that  this  is  a  correct  representation  ? 
discoursefrom  having  any  unhappy  results  You  threaten  us  also  with  the  aliene. 
if  they  pleased  ;  it  was  their  own  fault,  if   tion  of  the  Irish  people  in  times  of  grow. 


any  future  possible  humiliation   resulted 
from  this  evening's  proceedings.     But  this 


ing  difficulties  and  danger  from  withouL 
Again,  I  think  that  here  you  hold  language 


he  would  declare,  once  for  all,  that  he  \  unworthy  of  that  people.  I  believe  thet 
would  never  allow  his  countrymen  to  Lave '  you  are  libelling  your  countrymen  when 
less  rights  and  privileges  than  Englishmen. '  you  insinuate  that  they  would  not  joiu  ee 
He  would  persevere,  by  every  means  in  icpelling  the  attacks  either  of  Praoee 
within  the  law  and  the  constitution,  in  his'  or  America,  if  by  any  misfortune  we 
struggle  for  the  rights  of  himself  and  his  should  be  involved  in  a  quarrel  wUk 
fellow-countrymen.  Let  them  grant  this,  cither.  Sir,  I  have  heard  in  the  concseof 
bill,  and  they  take  away  much  of  his  pre-  this  debate  a  S|)eech  more  generous*  end 
sent  influence.  He  asked  the  House  to  ^  I  think  more  just,  in  regard  tothefeelinn 
disarm  him  of  his  power.  But  if  thoy  re- <  of  the  |)eople  of  Ireland,  from  en  IrUh, 
fused  to  i|o  so— if  they  refused  to  pass  |  from   a    Roman  Catliolic  represcatelivti 


1097        AijMiffM  thbati-^  { PiB.  35} 


fP^mihD&f). 


\m 


whO)  itidigtiant  at  the  attacks  which  were 
last  night  made  upon  the  character  of  his 
fellow-countrymen,  attacks  which  derived 
additional  force  from  the  station  of  the 
men  by  whom  they  were  made,  declared 
his  opinion  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
present  temporary  quarrels  about  registra- 
tion, or  the  franchise  in  general,  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  priests  themselves  would  be 
the  first  to  rally  round  the  standard  of 
England,  making  common  cause  with  her, 
in  case  of  foreign  aggression.  I  hope, 
Sir,  that  the  right  hon.  the  Secretary  at 
War,  who  last  night,  as  indeed  was 
his  duty,  touched  upon  this  subject — I 
hope  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Board  of  Trade — I 
hope  that  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Liskeard^  who  last  night  attempted  by 
menaces  to  extort  concessions  from  us 
against  our  reasons  and  convictions,  has 
listened  to  that  speech.  I  hope  that  hon. 
Members  opposite  have  well  considered  to 
what  purpose  this  concession,  urged  upon 
us  by  the  menaces  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Members  for  Dublin  and  Liskeard  is  to  be 
made, I  hope  that  they  will  consider  afterthe 
candid  avowal  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
berfor  Dublin, what  part  it  may  be  necessary 
for  us  to  take  after  having  put  this  addi- 
tional means  of  power  into  his  hands,  by 
which  in  the  course  of  the  next  session  he 
may  ask  for  some  new  concession  as  the 
price  of  peace.  I  give  credit  to  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  for  his  candour 
on  this  point — the  only  credit  I  can  give 
him.  He  tells  us,  at  the  conclusion  of 
his  speech,  that  if  we  give  him  this  con- 
cession we  shall  disarm  him  of  much  of 
his  power  ;  but  what  was  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  first  part  of  his  speech  ?  Did  he 
not  tell  you,  true,  you  have  made  a  sacri- 
fice of  one-fourth  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Church,  but  you  cannot  hope  for  any  ad- 
vantage from  this  concession  till  you  have 
given  up  the  other  three-fourths  also.  And 
whilst  he  dilated  upon  the  history  of  the 
miseries  and  wrongs  of  seven  past  centu- 
ries, did  he  not  appear  to  have  imbibed  all 
the  rancour  of  those  very  times,  and  with 
words  of  peace  on  his  lips  did  he  not  give 
such  decisive  proofs  of  an  intolerant  spirit 
as,  perhaps,  was  never  heard  from  any  one 
else  in  this  house.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  complained  of  it  as  if  it  were  a 
crime  that  the  clergymen  of  the  Church  of 
England  should  have  petitioned  the  House 
upon  this  subject;  but  did  not  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  himself  begin  bit 


speech  by  referring  td  the  pistltiofi  of  a  f i« 
ear-general  of  a  I&man  Cathblic  dioceae. 
Surely  if  a  Roman  Catholic  vicar-generkl 
might  urge  his  political  views  Apon  iVk 
House  in  matters  not  immediately  affecting 
his  calling,  may  not  the  same  privilege  be 
extended  to  ministers  of  the  Established 
Church,  who,    having    already    made  'a 
sacrifice  of  one- fourth  of  their  reventiei 
and  hearing  that  that  sacriQce  had  dode 
nothing  towards  the  purchase  of  peaoSp 
but  that  the  other  three-fourths  were  noW 
demanded   in  addition,  was  anxiouf  to 
state  their  opinions  on  the  subject.    Tlie 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  also  com- 
plained of  the  attacks  made  upon  judges 
who  concur  with  him  in  his  view  of  a  bene- 
ficial interest,  and  five  minutes  had  not 
elapsed  after  making  this  com  plaint,  when 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  himself 
fell  into  the  same   unfortunate  mistake 
with  regard  to  those  judges  who  diflTered 
in  opinion   with  him,  and   went  so  far 
as  to  declare  that  one  of  these  judges 
(Mr.    Justice    Crampton),    was    at    the 
bottomof  thedegradation  of  the  Irish  beech, 
but  to  quit  these  subjects,  and  turn  to  tbo 
matter  immediately   before   the  House; 
Sir,  if  the  extension  of  the  franchise  be 
jnst — if  it  be  consistent  with  our  past  en« 
g^gements,  with  the  circumstances  of  those 
great  legislative  enactments  which  gave 
emancipation  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
settled   the    foundations  on    which  that 
great  measure  was  to  rest — if  it  be  really 
for  the  special  welfare  of  Ireland,  let  us 
forget  the  inflammatory  language  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member,  instead  of  re- 
membering  those  declarations  which  al- 
ways seem  intended  rather  to  discourage 
than  promote  conciliation.     Let  us,  1  say, 
forget  these,  and  do  that  which  is  just  ra 
spite  of  the  advocate.    But  if,  on  the  con** 
trary,  it  be  proved  that  the  rejection  of  the 
measure  will  be  of  advantage — if  you  are 
satisfied  that  it  will  disturb,  perhaps  over- 
turn, the  settlement  of  the  constitution-— 
if  you  think  that  it  will  not  contribute  to 
the  real  independence  of  Ireland,  and  to 
the  social  welfare  of  that  countrv— then  I 
say  do  not  pass  it,  and  do  not  hope  that 
by  passing  it  under  such  circumstanccni, 
you  advance  the  cause  of  conciliation  in 
Ireland.      When  I   hear  that  the  hon. 
Member  insists  that  the  diminution  or 
rather  the  want  of  an  extended  representa* 
tion  is  a  great  injury  to  that  country.  Hie 
hon.  Member  used  these  words:  **  It  ta 
not  only  an  injury,  but  an  insult,  to  the 


1099       Parliafh;entary  Voters 

people  of  Ireland,  to  restrict  them  to  1 05 
Members.'"    What  were  the  expressions  of 
the  hoD.  and  learned  Gentleman  ?     Why 
these.   "  It  is  natural  that  you,  who  have 
hated  and  injured  us,  should  continue  to 
hate  us."    These  were  the  expressions  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  ;  but, 
however   true  they  may  be,  they  do  not 
apply  to  me,  for  I  had  no  part  in  passing 
the  Reform  Bill.     The  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site undertook  that  measure,  and  to  him 
those  expressions  must  be  considered  to 
be  directed.     If  it  be  an    injury  and  an 
insult   that   Cork  should  have  only  two 
Members  whilst  Cumberland  has  four,  and 
that  Down  should  have  only  two  Mem- 
bers whilst  Northamptonshire   has  four — 
if  this  be  so,  would  it  not  be  wise  that  we 
should  consider  the  whole  question,  and 
not  attempt  to  make  those  partial  con- 
cessions  against  our  reason  and  conviction 
that  they  will  produce  peace  in   Ireland. 
Let  us  consider  if  those  concessions  are 
just;  and,  if  they  be  so,  let  us  consider 
them  together,  and  not  give  a  partial  con- 
cession to  the  hon.  Member  as  an  instru- 
ment to  enable  him  to  obtain  the  rest  of 
what  he  demands.     I  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Secretary  at  War,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  warn  us  of  those  intcnlions, 
— suppose  that  our  foreign  prospects  next 
year  should  be  more  clouded  than  they  are 
at  present,   and   suppose   that  the   hon. 
Member  for  Dublin  comes  forward  with  a 
notice  to  extend  the  representation  of  Ire- 
land— suppose  the    hon.    Member    says, 
"  Unless  you  give  me  what  I  ask,  then   I 
threaten  you  with  the  danger  of  the  rofieal 
of  the  union,*'  would  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman then  come  forward  and  tell   us  of 
the  peril   that  might  arise  from  refusing 
to  conciliate  the  Irish  people  as  an  argu- 
ment why  we  should  concede  the  demands 
of  the  hon.  and  learned   Member  ?     The 
hon.  Member  for  Liskcard  had  alluded  to 
the  state  of  Ireland,  and  said  that,  though 
there  was  not  actual  insurrection,  yot  that 
by  the  device  of  the  hon.   Member  insur- 
rection was  always  prepared.     The  hon. 
Member  used  an  expression  whicli  I  con- 
fess I  heard  with  feelings  of  disgust.     He 
said,  '*  This  was  not  one  of  votes  but  of 
arms."     Will  the  hon.  Member  second  the 
demand  for  an  increased  representation  as 
a  question  not  of  arms,  but  votes?     Will 
the  hon.  Member  for  Dublin  promise  that 
if  these  concessions  aie  made  ho  will  aban- 
don all  future  schemes  of  atritation  i  Will 
he  part  with  that  admirable  device   by 
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which,  according  to  the  Mefnber  flbr 
Liskeard,  he  keeps  the  country  in  •  state 
of  smothered  insurrection,  and  preveota 
the  importation  of  capital  into  that  coun- 
try ?  Or  will  the  hon.  Member  accept  the 
compliment  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lit- 
keard,  that  he  has  devised  an  instrument 
for  keeping  the  country  in  a  state  alwaja 
ready  for  insurrection  ?  As  I  said  beforcp 
if  this  be  a  measure  of  justice, — if  it  lie 
calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  Ire- 
land— let  us  not  be  deterred  by  the  me- 
naces used  bv  the  hon.  Member;  but  let 
us  consider  whether  the  measure  in  ques- 
tion be  consistent  with  our  past  engage- 
ments, and  whether  it  be  calculated  to 
promote  an  independent  electoral  body  in 
Ireland,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of 
that  country.  Let  us  consider  it  calmly 
and  deliberately,  free  from  the  influence 
of  intimidation.  Let  us  consider  what  the 
real  nature  of  the  proposition  is.  Can  you 
deny  that  your  proposal  goes  to  sotmrt 
the  existing  representative  system  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  place  in  its  stead  an  entirely 
new  representation  ?  In  place  of  tift 
present  franchise  in  Ireland  you  propoae 
a  franchise  to  be  fixed  upon  a  ratings  of 
five  pounds.  In  England  the  franchise 
must  be  above  all  rents  and  charges,  but 
in  Ireland  you  do  not  propose  to  attach  any 
such  condition  to  the  franchise.  The  mere 
rating  of  the  freeholder  is  to  be  sufficient 
to  give  him  a  right  to  vote.  You  propoae 
a  leasehold  franchise  of  fourteen  years,  for 
which  you  retpiire  nothing  more  than  a 
rating  of  five  pounds  to  the  poor.  Of 
course  residence  is  not  retpiired — all  that 
is  required  is  occupancy.  This  franchiie 
is  much  more  extensive  than  houaehoM 
suffrage,  or  than  the  old  scot  and  lot 
franchise  which  you  have  abolished  on 
account  of  the  corruption  to  which  it  led. 
It  is  not  necessary  under  this  bill  for  the 
freeholder  to  pay  one  tax,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  his  property  should  be  liable  to 
the  payment  of  the  poor-rates,  for,  though 
he  may  be  chargeable,  he  is  under  m> 
obligation  to  pay  anything.  The  lease- 
holder is  exempt  altogether  from  any 
obligation  to  pay  rates.  Yon  have  re- 
dured  the  franchise  arbitrarily  from  101. 
to  .0/.,  and  have  you  assi<;ncd  any  reason 
for  so  doing  ?  My  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Belfast  has  shown  you,  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  disputed,  that  the  effect  of  your 
bill  would  be  to  raise  the  constituency  of 
Belfast  from  2,000  to  upwards  of  6,000 
just  treble  what  it  is  at  present.    It  k 
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my  iDtention  now  to  ^oter  mto  the  details 
of  this  question.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
one  word  with  respect  to  the  beneficial  in« 
terest  or  to  the  solveilt  tenant  test.  I  shall 
reserve  that  discussion  for  the  occasion 
when  the  House  will  have  to  consider  thfe 
bill  of  my  noble  Friend,  at)d  then  I  shall  be 
pret>ared  t6  enter  itito  the  details  of  that 
bill.  On  the  present  occasion  t  will  not 
permit  myself  to  be  diverted  from  the  con- 
shierfltioo  of  the  defects  of  your  measure 
by  being  turned  into  the  discussion  of  the 
clauses  of  the  bill  of  my  iioble  Friend. 
On  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  ih6  hiain 
argument  oh  which  vou  relied  for  iU  yih- 
dication  was  the  de/ects  of  the  bill  of  my 
noble  Friend.  You  did  not  produce  one 
single  argument  in  defetace  of  your  oWn 
measure — I  did  hot  hear  atiythintf  to  con* 
vince  me  that  in  consenting  to  pass  thfe 
tneasore  we  should  consult  ih%  Ireal  indi&- 
pendence  and  promote  the  socbl  welfare 
of  Ireland.  Now,  that  nothing  I  say  may 
lead  to  misconstruction^  I  beg  at  once  to 
state  that  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  thfe 
present  mode  of  defining  the  franchise  Is 
unsatisfactory,  and  that  I  could  wish  a 
more  satisfactory  method  were  adopted. 
In  the  next  place,  I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  I  think  the  evil  which  is  inseparable 
from  a  doubtful  franchise  is  greatly  aggra- 
vated by  the  unfortunate  differences  on 
the  subject  which  now  exist  among  the 
Irish  judges.  Sir,  with  whom  the  blame 
of  that  difference  rests  I  will  not  now  stop 
to  inquire ;  I  will  hold  the  motives  of  the 
Bench  in  respect ;  but,  for  my  own  part, 
I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  Irish  Reform  Bill  was  to 
adhere  to  the  franchise  prescribed  in  the 
Act  of  Emancipation.  There  may  be  just 
grounds  of  difference  between  the  two 
sides  of  the  House  on  this  point;  but 
this  I  say,  that  it  is  particularly  unjust  to 
load  my  noble  Friend  with  calumny,  and 
to  obiect  to  his  bill,  because  he  has  not 
introduced  into  it  any  new  definition  of 
the  franchise.  It  is  not  just  to  say  to  him, 
**  You  shall  not  cure  the  s^dmitted  evils 
of  Irish  registration  until  Parliament  can 
agree  on  a  definition  of  the  franchise.*' 
Still  more  monstrous  and  unjust  is  it  in 
you  to  say,  **  We  will  not  allow  you  to 
cure  the  imperfections  of  Irish  regtttration 
unless  you  consent  to  subvert  the  pinci- 

fle  of  the  Reform  Bill."  It  is  admitted — 
cannot  have  a  stronger  sentenee.tD  prove 
it  than  that  which  fell  from  the  hpn. 
Member  for  the  Queen's  County— (Mr* 


Fttcpatrick)-bftn  inteII%eDt  Irish  geotle* 
man,  otie  interested  in  the  welfare  of  Ml 
eoantry,  and»  moreover,  one  kndWing  tin 
evils  of  Irish  negistratbn — that  those  isMs 
ate  of  a  very  aggravated  character.  Whit 
said  thAthon;  Member  yesterday  evenioff 
That  nothing  could  be  more  dis|ustiii§ 
and  demtHralising  than  the  presetot  sytte«. 
Thus,  these  evils  ai«  admitted  on  all 
hands,  and  yet  for  five  years  has  the  Go- 
vernment left  tts  withbut  a  remedy.  Mf 
noble  Friend  has  at  last  tiome  (brwm 
with  A  remedy.  What  is  the  condoctjof 
the  Govehiihent  and  their  adherent!  ?  De 
they  consent  to  conlidet  the  suggestion 
made  them  ?  Do  they  evince  a  dispOsi- 
tion  to  enter  upon  a  course,  of  legiilatioB 
that  should  remedy  this  abuses  they  ad- 
mitted to  exist?  Far  flrom  it*  Indio 
first  place^  they  take  a  preliminary  ofajjea* 
tion  to  the  remedy  projpoaed  to  them--^ 
then,  they  attached  to  it  an  impossible 
condition,  and,  finally,  said,  "  You  shall 
not  tfite  these  evils-^you  shall  not  put  aA 
end  to  the  frauds  that  are  admitted  on  oH 
hands,  unless  you  etmsent  to  subvert  al- 
together the  Irish  Reform  Bill/'  I  sif 
that  this  is  manifestly  unjust  Reoerti 
your  objection  to  my  noUe  Friend's  bill 
if  yon  pleikse^  oppoie  it  on  the  seoMid 
reading,  or  In  eommittee,  hot  do  not  at^ 
tempt  to  defeat  it  by  a  measure  like  tha 
present.  If  you  think  my  noble  Friend 
IS  attempting  to  restrict  the  francbise»  re- 
sist that  attempt.  You  succeeded  in  re- 
sisting it  last  year.  If  you  think  you  ana 
substitute  a  better  tribunal  than  that 
which  toy  noble  Friend  provides  for  the 
appeal  suggest  it,  and  my  noUe  Friend* 
who  his  declared  that  he  is  not  wedded 
to  the  tribunal  ititentioned  in  his  bill,  will^ 
if  you  can  show  it  to  be  more  independent 
and  impartial  than  his^  adopt  it.  But  yon 
refuse  to  consider  his  bill  altogether,  and* 
to  defeat  it,  you  bring  forwiod  another 
bill  defining  the  franchise,  but  defining  k 
in  a  way  which  you  cannot  hope  will  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  House.  What 
was  the  definition  of  the  franchise  yon 
offered  before  this?  The  beneficial  int«reitk 
And  what  is  the  opinion  of. the  bottw 
Member  for  Carlow  (Mr.  Gisbome)  at  to 
the  demerits  of  that  definition?  He  de* 
scribcn  it  as  the  most  iipperfect  and  unsaid 
tii^ctory  of  definitions.  That  is  the  descri^ 
tion  which  one  of  your  supporters  ptves  of 
your  imperfect  attempt  at  legislatm^ 
Lnit  year  a  motion  was  made  on  yiNir 
side  of  the  Honse  to  bnvt  •n.initnmMi 
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agreed  to  before  the  passing  of  my  noble 
Friend's  bill  for  the  definition  of  the  fran- 
chise. Who  opposed  that  motion  ?  The 
noble  Lord  oppfjsite,  who  divided  against 
the  instruction,  on  the  ground  that  the 
matter  required  serious  consideration, 
that  he  had  not  sufficient  evidence 
on  the  subject,  and  consequently,  was  not 
in  a  condition  to  define.  I  ask  you,  in 
what  better  condition  are  you  now  ?  What 
have  been  the  results  of  subsequent  deli- 
beration ?  Why,  the  production  of  evi- 
dence that  the  rate  now  proposed  is  in- 
sufficient, and  cannot  be  relied  on;  and 
yet  the  noble  Lord  will  not  permit  my 
noble  Friend  to  remedy  the  evils  which 
all  acknowledge  to  exist,  unless  he  con- 
sents to  pass  a  bill  founded  on  documents 
which  only  tend  to  prove  the  test  proposed 
in  the  bill  now  before  the  House  are  in- 
sufficient. Sir,  I  omitted  to  state  that 
not  only  is  the  test  imperfect,  but  the 
noble  Lord  makes  a  complete  revolution 
in  the  franchise — a  change  which,  in  Eng- 
land, would  destroy  the  freehold  franchise 
altogether.  Not  only  does  this  bill  pro- 
ride  a  te<it  that  is  imperfect,  but  it  abolishes 
altogether  the  test  of  profit  derivable  from 
the  freehold.  It  takes  no  evidence  what- 
ever as  to  whether  the  man  who  possesses 
a  freehold  derives  any  profit  from  it.  And 
that  is  the  nature  of  the  measure  to  which 
you  require  our  consent.  I  could  not  deny 
that  in  Ireland  it  would  amount  to  a  com- 
plete subversion  of  the  Reform  Act.  I 
ask  whether  this  franchise — worse  than 
the  scot  and  lot  franchise,  more  extensive 
than  the  household  franchise — be  con- 
sistent with  the  public  engagement  into 
which  the  House  entered  when  it  con- 
sented to  relieve  the  Roman  Catholics 
from  the  disabilities  under  which  they 
had  previously  laboured  ?  It  is  true  that 
there  was  no  written  engagement  with 
the  Romiin  Catholics  upon  the  subject. 
The  Roman  Catholic  Relief  Dill  was  passed 
without  any  communication  with  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  of  Ireland  ;  no  compact 
was  made  with  them  to  prevent  them,  if 
they  thought  fit,  from  agitating  the  ques- 
tion of  an  extended  franchise.  But  there 
may  be  compacts — unwritten,  unrecorded, 
perhaps  unmentioncd — which  had  all  the 
force  of  public  engagements.  I  am  sure 
the  noble  Lord  will  not  deny  that  there 
may  be  such  compacts,  although  they  may 
not  have  been  reduced  to  writing.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies, 
will  not  deny  that  there  arc  compacts  by 


which  public  men  should  be  bouody  and 
which  Legislatures  treat  with  respect  if 
they  wish  to  obtain  confidence  in  tbeir 
proceedings.  The  language  which  the 
noble  Lord  held  at  the  pasting  of  the 
Reform  Bill  was  this.  He  quoted  the 
declaration  of  Lord  Althorp  and  Earl  Gray 
with  respect  to  the  English  Reform  BilL 
In  November  of  the  year  1837  he  aaid^ 

'*  I  do  not  say,  that  the  people  of  England 
are  precluded  from  reconsidering  the  Reform 
Bill  if  they  think  fit;  but  I  am  not  mysdf 
going  to  do  so.  I  think  that  re-entering  into 
the  question  of  regintration  so  soon  would 
destroy  the  stability  of  our  institutions.  It  is 
quite  impossible  for  me,  having  been  one  who 
brought  forward  the  measure  of  reform,  who 
feel  bound  by  the  directions  then  made  not  to 
take  any  part  in  these  large  measures  of  te- 
construction,  or  to  consent  to  the  repeal  of  the 
Reform  Act,  without  being  guilty  of  what  I 
think  would  be  a  breach  of  faith  towards  those 
with  whom  I  was  then  acting.  The  people 
of  England  may  place  others  in  my  situation, 
but  they  roust  not  call  upon  me  to  do  that 
which  I  not  only  consider  unwise,  but  whet 
I  should  not  feel  myself  justified  in  piopoeng 
without  a  breach  of  faitli  and  honour.*' 

I  quote  these  words  of  the  noble  Lord 
for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating:  that, 
although  it  may  be  competent  to  Parlia* 
ment  to  revoke  and  repeal  a  aolemn  act 
like  the  Reform  Act,  although  there  mmj 
be  no  existing  written  pledge  against  auch 
a  procedure,  yet  that  there  may  be  cir* 
cumstances  under  which  public  men,  hiT* 
ing  obtained  the  acquiescence  andconaent 
of  a  large  mass  of  the  population — haviiw 
made  concessions  on  the  one  side  end 
compromises  on  the  other,  and  ha?iiig 
conciliated  support  towards  the  ptasiog 
of  a  particular  measure — there  may  be 
circumstances,  such  as  these,  under  which 
public  men  might  feel  a  positive  obliga- 
tion, not  merely  from  personal  motif ea, 
but  from  a  sense  of  what  is  due  to  tha 
public  interest,  to  adhere  to  engagements 
and  promises,  not  written,  not  formally 
recorded,  but  distinctly  given,  and  confi. 
dently  received.  Now,  what  were  tha 
circumstances  under  which  1  brought  for- 
ward the  Catholic  Relief  Bill  ?  Sir,  his* 
tory  is  fast  asserting  her  rights,  and  it  is 
hardly  necessary  now  to  observe  that 
delicacy  which,  under  other  circomstaaeeai 
should  be  observed  at  to  the  commaniea-i 
tions  between  Ministers  and  the  Soverei|;n. 
It  is  perfectly  notorious  that  in  briaginf 
in  the  Relief  Bill,  we  had  to  contend  wHh 
the  scruples  of  the  Sovereign  under  whoas 
we  were  acting.    We  bronghl  forwvd  UmI 


see  the  eTtdenee*  vqUI  I  know  the  esle^i 
to  which  the  difniDolioo  pftFtOs,  and  tbe 
causes  which  have  led  to  it«  1  most  Mk 
certain  whether  it  is  attributable  lo  tbe 
reluctance  of  landlords  to  grant  leases^  #r 
to  the  unwillingness  of  the  unfortuoatt 
freeholder  to  be  placed  in  the  constaat 
predicament  of  offending  either  his  land- 
lord or  his  priest.  I  must  know  all  tbcie 
things  before  I  form  mj  judgment  as  to 
whether  any  remedy  at  ail  is  necessary, 
and,  abofe  all,  before  I  form  my  judgOMnt 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  remedy  to  be 
adopted.  Supposing  that  this  uncoa- 
templated  and  unseen  restriction  of  tbe 
franchise  arise  from  the  unwiUingnesa  of 
the  landlord  to  grant  leases,  let  nse  tell 
you  that  the  remedy  you  now  propose  ie 
no  reoMdy  at  all.  Your  new  franehlae 
will  depend  on  the  granting  of  a  least, 
and  may  be  equally  defeated  by  the  la- 
fusal  of  the  landlord.  How  can  you  (tbe 
Government)  ask  us  to  decide  an  imporl* 
ant  question  of  this  kind,  and  to  devisee 
remedy  for  tbe  evils  you  allege,  when 
not  proved,  for  anything  we  know,  that 
they  exist,  and  have  certainly  not  proved 
that  the  remedy  you  propose  will  diminish 
the  evil  ?  Sir,  I  said,  that  I  made  it  a 
condition  of  the  Relief  Bill,  that  the  40s. 
franchise  should  be  abolished.  Our  ok 
ject  in  doing  that  was  to  establish,  if  pos- 
sible, an  independent  constituency,  as  ex* 
empt  from  tbe  influence  of  the  pnest  as  of 
the  landlord.  We  did  not  abolish  the 
40s.  franchise  on  wanton  or  arbitrary 
grounds,  nor  as  a  mere  sacrifice  to  the 
caprice  of  any  one,  for  there  was  the  osoet 
conclusive,  the  most  irrefragable  evidenee, 
even  from  the  Roman  Catholics  tbemp 
selves,  that  the  409.  franchise  was  a  carae 
to  Ireland.  The  hon*  and  learned  Meaa* 
her  for  Dublin  denied  in  his  speech  of 
this  evening,  that  he  had  ffiven  any  evir 
dence  to  that  effect,  and  asked  us  to  quote 
the  page.  I  am  sorry  not  to  see  the  hon* 
and  learned  Member  in  hu  place,  or  I 
could  refer  him  to  |^ges  163, 165,  and 
and  1 67  of  the  Lords' Report.  It  was  not^ 
in  fact,  us  who  abolished  the  40i.  fran* 
chise— it  was  the  Roman  Catholics  them- 
selves, by  the  evidence  they  gave  before 
the  Lords'  Committee  in  1825.  Here  ia 
the  evidence  of  tbe  hon.  and  learned 
Member  before  tbe  ooosmittee.  But  I  foi^ 
got  the  hon*  and  learned  Gentleman  said,- 
that  he  made  a  reservation  of  the  40f  •  ftesh 
hdders  in  fee  simple.    It  ia  quite  ttm 

tbftt  be  did  lOf   I  wonder  bow  mmfM 


bill  in  1829.  In  the  preceding  year  the 
House  of  Lords,  by  a  majority  of  forty, 
had  refused  to  enter  into  the  consideration 
of  it.  We  brought  forward  the  measure, 
and  it  was  perfectly  understood  that  one 
condition  of  the  Relief  Bill  was,  that  tbe 
constituent  body  of  Ireland  should,  if 
possible,  be  maae  an  independent  consti- 
tuency ;  that  the  40<.  freeholds  should  be 
abolished  and  a  10/.  franchise  substituted. 
Sir,  it  was  on  the  faith  of  that  condition 
that  the  bill  was  acceded  to,  and  I  have 
not  the  smallest  doubt  that,  but  for  it,  the 
bill  never  would  have  passed.  It  was 
that  condition  which  induced  many  to  give 
a  reluctant  consent.  The  noble  Lord 
surely  will  not  deny  it,  because  the  noble 
Lord,  in  1832,  refused  to  alter  the  fran- 
chise provided  by  the  Reform  Bill, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  part  of 
the  contract  entered  into  at  the  pass- 
ing of  tbe  Relief  Bill.  Such  were  the 
noble  Lord's  expressions,  and  he  knows 
perfectly  well  that  tbe  Relief  Bill  would 
not  have  been  passed  if  the  abolition  of 
the  40s.  freeholders  had  not  been  granted. 
When  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretanf  for 
Ireland,  acting  on  impressions  di£ferent 
from  those  he  now  entertains,  refused 
leave  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dublin  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  definition 
of  the  franchise,  he  rested  his  refusal  on 
the  grounds  that  the  measure  then  pro- 
posed, which  I  believe  was  identical  with 
the  present  one, — [Viscount  Morpeth  : 
No.]  Well,  whether  identical  or  not,  the 
noble  Lord,  objected  to  it  as  a  measure  that 
would  subvert  tbe  settlement  made  in  1829 
and  in  1832.  Now,  Sir,  I  said  last  year, 
and  I  said  with  perfect  sincerity,  that  I 
was  for  the  complete  fulfilment  in  the 
spirit  in  which  I  brought  it  forward,  of 
the  Catholic  Relief  Bill.  I  adhere  to  that 
declaration,  but  I  am  surely  bound  then 
to  say,  that  the  spirit  in  which  it  was 
brought  forward  should  be  fulfilled  on  the 
other  side ;  and,  that  the  conditions  at- 
tached to  it  should  be  faithfully  observed. 
Observe,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  am  far 
from  wishing  to  restrict  the  hondjide  fran- 
chise by  any  measure  of  registration.  I 
confess  I  should  see,  as  would  also  my  noble 
Friend,  with  pain,  that  any  social  causes 
beyond  the  control  of  law  should  cause 
any  great  reduction  of  the  franchises  of 
Ireland,  inconsistent  with  tbe  spirit  of 
the  Relief  Bill  or  the  Reform  Act.  But 
I  will  make  no  declaration  on  the  subject 
now;  I  suspend  my  judgement  wul  I 
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th«m  art  >ttll  existms.  But  I  gire  him 
■kl  thb  advantage  o(  hia  reaerrBtion.  The 
hot).  «hd  learned  Member,  when  before 
the  committee,  gave  tbe  following  eri- 
dence  : — 

"  Do  you  think  any  voter  really  indepen- 
dent vtould  be  disqualified  by  ralsinz  the  vote 
lo  tol.,  or  enn  to  20l.  ?  I  liave  no  doubt  that 
many  TOtera  really  independent  would  be  di». 
qu^itied  by  raising  it  to  Wl.  I  Ihink  very  Tew 
by  railing  it  to  10(.  I  think  the  40«.  free- 
holders in  almost  ail  parts  increase  ihc  Pro- 
testant interes(s,  Iboiigh  mostly  Calhulica. 
They  are  so  much  in  the  power  of  Hie  I'ro- 
leslant  landlords,  that  a  liign  ascendancy  gen- 
'a  the  county  of  Cork,  could  march 


lleman 

600  TOters  to  an  election,  to  vote,  if  he  pleased, 
fbr  the  Orand  hfaster  of  an  Orange  Lodge, 
and  all  under  tlie  guidance  of  a  Roman  Cr< 
tbolic  magislrate.  Do  you  think  the  raising  of 
the  qualification  to  10^  would  be  productive 
of  great  benelil  to  Ireland  ?  1  think  it  would 
be  productive  of  benefit.  It  is  no  small  be- 
n^t  tti  get  rid  of  any  portion  of  perjury,  and 
it  n  the  commencement  of  nhat  we  so  much 
want  in  Ireland,  a  substantial  yeomanry. — 
Would  tb«  qnalilicatiaD  of  lol.  be  elfectaal  for 
that  purpose  >  I  think  it  would,  for  this  rea- 
son J  there  must  be  a  clear  prolil  rent  of  10'.  a 
(rear,  and  a  freehold  (enure,  an  interest  in  the 
and  for  a  life.  The  freeholder  should  have  a 
clear  profit,  at  which  he  would  be  able  to  let 
it  to  a  third  person  the  next  day  after  his  own 
leaie,  and  which  profit  (he  landlord  might 
hinnelf  have  got  on  the  letting  of  i(.  With 
respect  to  the  freeholders,  who  have  a  deriv- 
ative interest,  there  is  an  immense  deal  of 
perjury  from  (be  accumulation  of  oaths,  and 
they  are  part  of  the  live  stock  of  an  estate. 
Another  sthtme  bas  been  devised  by  the  land- 
lords. Tbey  give  cottages  and  an  acre,  or 
half  an  acre  of  land  to  the  peasant  rent-free, 
letting  him,  as  a  tenant  from  jrear  to  year,  a 
tract  of  land  adjacent.  lie  is  thus  in  (he 
power  of  bis  landlord,  not  for  (he  actual  free- 
hold, but  for  the  adjacent  land.  Thus  they  are 
in  debt  for  the  land  held  at  will,  and  in  some 
of  the  counties,  the  voters  ate  sold  as  regularly 
as  caltle." 

And  How,  after  this  testimony,  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  asks  for  the  rraiicliisc 
for  these  men,  because  they  are  poor — and 
■aysthal  we  insult  and  degrade  Ireland  by 
refusing;  it.  Yet  (he  hon.  and  learned 
Member  laid,  in  1839, 

"  Tlierc  are  sucli  heart-rending  scenes  fol- 
low elections  in  Ireland,  that,  alter  every  al. 
lowance  for  political  feeling,  it  is  bard  to  re- 
concile ourselves  to  such  misery.  There  arc 
actually  complaints  made  to  clergymen  by  men 
who  are  made  to  swear  to  a  freehold  which 
they  really  do  not  possess." 

Am  I  to  blame,  then,  if  I  adhere  to  the 
•pirit  of  Uie  Relief  Bill  ?    Am  I  lo  be  iQld 
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that  I  aro  ofFeiing  intuit  to  Irehnd,  be- 

cause  I  do  not  conaent  to  Te-esttbtiali  a 
system,  which  was  proved,  in  1825,  to 
cause  "  hi-art- rending  acenes,"  lo  cxbobe 
the  freeholder  to  ihc  anger  of  his  laodlotd 
if  he  refused  to  perjure  himself,  by  >we«r. 
ing  to  a  freehold  whieh  in  renHly  hfe  did 
not  possess.  Am  I  to  be  told  thai  I  am 
insulting  Ireland,  if  I  endeafolir  lo  estab- 
lish such  an  independent  yeontanr j  U  Ire- 
land ought  to  poffieaa?  Wbr,  lh«  whole 
evidence  of  (he  Roman  Catnolics  (bem- 
aelvea  goes  lo  show,  that  the  saerifice  of 
the  40s.  frctholdcrs  was  nu  act  of  ontt. 
Let  not  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  tat 
Dublin  then  (um  round  on  ua,  and  make 
a  motion  for  re-establishing  the  40l.  fVefe- 
holders,  and  tell  ua  that  we  Were  aclnatecl 
by  a  SaxDD  apirit,  when  we  refnsed  inch 
a  mockery  of  a  franchise.  Ilaa  the  bon. 
and  learned  Member  never  beard  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Blake  P  He  was  under  ao 
undue  influence  when  hegavehiaerideim. 
Or  take  a  Roman  Catholic  prieal,  the  nt. 
John  Kirby.  What  was  hisevideboe?  He 
aaid : — 


"  T  know  if  Ihc  matter  were  left  (o  my  jad^ 
ment,  7/.  ivould  be  (he  lowest  qualification. — 
What  distinction  would  you  draw  between  tbe 
fu(urepo1iiica1  conduct  of  theT/.freeholder,  and 
the40(.?  It  would  establish  an  order  of  ttem- 
holders,  iri  my  opinion,  (hut  from  their  pm- 
perly  and  inlellL'cl  would  go  as  moral  aganla 
into  the  Courts  (o  give  their  voles." 

Why,  Sir,  a  great  majority  of  thia 
House — the  yonng  blood  which  baa  of 
late  been  infused  into  it — do  not  rememher 
the  40j,  system.  We,  who  were  in  Par- 
liament from  le'JO  to  1830,  underatind 
(he  ayatem.  Now,  lo  Ihoae  who  are  not 
practically  aware  of  it,  I  will  give  them  ft 
detail,  which  I  take  from  the  evidence  of 
an  Irish  county  Member,  who  has  since 
been  made  a  Peer  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment— 1  mean  Mr.  IJnrainick  Browne,  the 
Member  for  Mayo.  Here  ia  bia  accouat 
of  the  system  : — 

"  I  will  give  an  account  of  (his  system  oT 
making  freeholders.  Suppose  n  farm  of 
100  acres  h  lu  be  let;  it  would  be  nt- 
divided  into  twenty  or  (wcnty-five  bol^ 
inirs ;  it  would  be  let  a(  a  greater  rent  Ihaa 
the  grazier  could  aflbnl  (o  pay.  These  penoas 
would  register  a  40i.  frecliold  ou(  of  the  laodi 
for  which  (hey  paid  a  rack  rent.  I  have  known 
upwards  of  ninetv-six  persons  being  in  one 
lease  previous  to  the  Joint  Tcnancv  Act,  pac- 
ing a  rent  under  TOl,  a  year,  which  1  tielieve 
was  a  rack  rent,  and  every  man  registering  a 
freshold  out  of  that  lease-    1  knoir  a  case  if 
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*ixlj-ns  petmnj  liting  on  btihoft'i  tmird,  i  prottf  bf  tin  d«l)M  fn  IifeMM  I*  AiiqMlfe 
ifhich,  in  Ireland,  cuiDot  cmte  i  fiMMd.  poljticiil  tnfluentk  M  itn  MS  of  tmd  'tMk 
The  object  of  tbe  l.ndlord  wu  to  °">^e  tboR  |  ^g  popBhirity  of  tMlallor  MMMfc     Tlfc 

persons  freeholders :  for  this  purpoat  he  let    -— .„'^„f  »^..(^_«   ■  ■-  .^^  •  -  ^^ 

Ihem  a  barren  mountain-part  of  itiTfreeWld  !  '^""  ^.^^  *«l"'""l!'*?*^.  *t*  "? 
eifate— for  131.  a  year  in  joint  tenant*,  md    *"*"   "J  '"^  *"*'  ^iwc™  ""I  •*  PJ? 


siaiB — lor  141.  a  jent   in  joint  iBnancr,  Hna     = J  ;       7.      i.  iT  \  —   ' 

fery  one  of  those  regi««red  a  iOt.  freeftoM.  ,  or    the    noble    Lord  •   bilL      AM 


onlinary.  1  knov  cf  a  goi>d  onmbet  of  tenants  |  ][fy  e  (Certain  nllAbir  of  TMHt, 


baring  taken  a  Itaie  in  1814  when  prin 


Rrty  tenn  lb«ir  4epeiithti(«  ^  I 


TiS'k 


landlord  a  lemporafy  abaieihent  of  fifty  per    "  '."le  JeaM  m»rt_«lu4bfc  tiM  ^  Mb 


iiitled  10  enlbrce    >t>«lf,  ftir  the  leaM  tMy  bl  «f  nb  tAlM. 
No<r,  obierre  Ike  doabn  teotlUtioif  H ' 


will  b«  breaffat  to  bMr  Ml  ttie  I 
the  infliteinit  of  j;iin  nbd  sT  pdHMMl 
(»wer.  It  h  clear  (Hxn  the  teptM  «f  Hk 
(lomnuaioMfs,  tnht  tM  iWtvt  nffnllMHIb 
iatll« 


cent.,  the  landlord  i. 
the  whole  n 

There  are  in  tbe  evidence  rtirther  details 
Hf  the  moile  in  which  landlords  xtvnA 
the  allegiance  of  the  ntera.    One  of  these 

was  to  BitBch  a  small  piece  of  land  to  th*       ,  ^    i      t_ 

freehrtd,  which  was  held  at  will;  anothtt  hdd  .*k  theblghMl  rMi,  Md  ik  Hat* 
wai  to  allow  the  tenant  to  go  into  arr*ar,  ™»8  in  which  a  hrm  ml  tiltm  it  »Ml>t 
Anoiberinode  pointed  «it  hi  thet»idefite  f"™™  .""i'^S?',  *'?-?.*°.>'?^ 
Me,  thai  the  right  ttj  cot  tnrf,  bbinif  a  "*"*  *»  "•  «i»di«rd  to  ditMi  fa»  MA 
Wdst  rtlnable  part  of  the  ft«eI(o!d,  the  ..  I"*"  *'n»l'  '"lli"*' '  •"'  *  **^i"*I**'** 
lartdlord  preserved  it  tindtr  hie  oi*n  con-  ■  •'  '■■  ^  imweMtaeni  *f  P™UM  Ifi' 
trol,  and  thus  co*trollbd  the  Voteof  hia  2°*"*  JLT^SL  ^I'.IH^a.  ""'L*' 
tenant.  Now,  this  was  the  etidetllce,  Which  '  ^Jj'"*',?"*'  tttWlCTtht  y°^"*7^^,[™ 
shed  beyond  all  denial  the  cotnplete   J**g*Dftyj  i^ttaKlngbf  IMiiMwnW>M 


esUbltshed  beyond 

Mfyility  of  the  40s.  freehoHtts.  these 
are  the  grounds,  and  this  is  the  efidenee, 
which  justifies  us  in  tblnkihg  tbtt  We  aib 
not  only  coniiulthig  the  priiiclple  of  Vtii 
Relief  Bill,  but  the  social  i in protedtcnt  of 
Ireland,  by  refusing  to  gin  a  fVantbise 
(antamonTit  to  a  restoratibii  of  the  40s. 
freehold.  Will  the  noble  Lord  not*  perthit 
me  to  call  his  attention  to  a  most  im^n- 
ant  part  of  the  inhjecl.  Has  th«  n6ble 
Lord  well  considered  whether  his  proposed 
francbne  isnot  liable  to  just  the  saiUie|Mir- 
^ersion  and  abase  as  the  40r.  frteh'otd  t 
I,«t  us  put  aside  for  a  short  time  all  ibe 
mfluehce  of  party  filings,  and  conMder 
whether  the  franchise  may  not  be  per- 
verted to  the  worst  pnrpUses,  and  lAade  t6 
obBtmcl  the  advancenient  of  Ireland  in  thft 

Eath  of  social  improrement.  Tho  noble 
ord  proposes  that  every  landlord  may 
qualify  a  leaseholder  to  vote  by  giving  him 
a  lease  of  land  or  tenement, to  he  rated  at 
51.  and  held  for  fourteen  years.  Now,  it 
is  admitted,  that  thire  is  great  pAlitieal 
excitement  in  Ireland,  and  great  anxiety 
to  get  possession  of  political  ittflntoce 
through  the  means  of  the  fivnehiie.  ^le 
objection  made  to  my  noble  FHend't  bin 
is,  that  it  will  restrict  the  franehifle,  \hi 
advantage  claimed  for  the  bill  oFlhtnobfe 
Lord  opposite  is.  that  it  will  extend  tbe 
franchise.  Can  there  be  a  more  t^iSbMn  ' 


aaya- 

"HeaadhisbftthMi  ai«artfMbytU)ll 
hnd  iMo  the  hoHiRg*  as  *  satasttaA  drtlM 
flock  into  Ibe  markat.  The  syslMn  is  a  stM  ef 
universal  gulfrage.  Thus  tbe  bemry  of  lb« 
county  elects,  and  the  property  of  the  COUI^ 
is  Out  of  ^ie  cAt.  A  cotini*  advetatmret  nifl- 
tipliet  upon  a  waste  or  a  ttiols  k  Mtob  0f  Mfe* 
holders,  and  thus  bcAomts  a  «ery  conrideMM 
gentteMan  M  the  cnfaniy." 

Mr.  JDo'minick  Browne,  atib,  wM 
asked— 

*■  Is  not  the  comnnM)  practiet  Ibr  aHoMbys 
to  ttke  ftttn  tor  Am  purfwaa  of  nMnafiin»lH| 
freeholders,  and  then  to  sell  tMrir  iebUM^ 
thus  mannflntuMd  to  the  b«M  bMdw  lAMt 
due  candtdaM  f— Very  comttOBL" 

Anothier  wilnew  was  aiked,  rfb^tfaeir  ifbi 
poBsesaion  of  freeWdi  dia  not  (ive  (rMrt 

infleenee  on  the  Grand  Jnry.wH  whraMl 
it  did  ntit  tend  to  lubricate  a  oottnir  J^*v 
and  the  amirtr  ttat  iti  tbb  ttRMiam; 
Yott  Me,  then,  thBt,nnd«^  tbn  6M  ■yriMB, 
ther«  was  great  templatlott  (ot-'abUM ;  1m 
theteFore  I  want  to  Inbw  froin  the  oMto 
Lord  whether  his  proposed  mHsnra  witt 
not  be  liable  to  the  tune  abu«ta?  h  h 
just  that,  if  an  inferior  daaaoriandboUni 
lieglect  thfeiT  Ubd,  and  chooiB  to  ^'^'^ 
fl'de  tfiefrettateit  For  tfce  pnnwaeof  i 


voters,  they  should  bare  the  power  W  J 
fltieftbe  the  con^ntt  bf  t%e  landlprq.ij 
irtlhed  to  mf ttm  m  etGiti  ud  vrf$ 
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mote  the  welfare  of  his  country  7  But  so 
it  will  be.  The  landholder  who  makes  the 
freeholders  will  be  found  to  possess  too 
much  influence  in  the  county,  and  the 
man  who  disapproves  of  the  system 
will  be  obliged  to  adopt  the  plan, 
in  order  to  preserve  the  equilibrium 
of  the  county.  There  will,  in  fact, 
be  constant  rivalry  for  political  power. 
The  measure  of  the  noble  I^rd  has 
evidently  a  tendency  in  an  evil  direc- 
tion, towards  the  subdivision  of  land, 
and  not  towards  progress  and  improve- 
ment. I  speak  not  now  merely  of  moral 
influences,  of  jobs,  and  of  influence  with 
grand  juries ;  I  look  to  effects  in  another 
direction.  I  ask  whether  the  noble  Lord 
thinks  he  is  advancing  the  social  improve- 
ment of  Ireland  by  giving  a  new  stimulus 
to  the  subdivision  of  land  ?  I  ask  him  to 
read  the  reports  of  his  own  commissioners. 
They  advised  him  against  the  adoption  of 
the  Poor-law,  but  he  sent  an  intelligent 
gentleman  from  this  country,  one  versed 
in  the  working  of  the  English  law,  and 
such  confidence  had  the  noble  Lord  in  this 
gentleman's  judgment  that  he  overlooked 
the  report  of  the  commission,  and  deter- 
mined to  adopt  the  Poor-law.  Now,  what 
was  the  evidence  Mr.  Nicholls  gave  on  the 
subject  of  the  subdivision  of  land.  He 
says — 


(tHlwud)^ 


iiii 


''Small  holdings  and  minute  subdivisions  of 
land  prevail  in  Donegal  to  a  greater  extent 
than  I  have  found  in  any  other  part  of  Ireland; 
and  the  subsequent  growth  of  population  has 
been  there  so  great  as  to  press  hard  upon  the 
prodactive  powers  of  the  soil,  and  to  depress 
the  condition  of  the  people  to  nearly  the  lowest 
point  in  the  social  scale— exposing  them,  under 
the  not  unfrequent  contingency  of  an  unfa- 
vourable season,  or  a  partial  failure  of  the  po- 
tatoe  crop,  to  the  raost  dreadful  privations.  To 
improve  the  condition  of  such  a  people,  would 
immediately  increase  the  productive  powers  of 
the  country,  which  is  a  point  well  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  great  landowners,  with 
whom  it  will  mainly  rest.  But  no  material  or 
lasting  improvement  can  be  effected  so  lung  as 
the  present  division  of  the  land  into  small 
holdmgs  is  permitted.  This  practice,  wherever 
it  prevails,  inevitably  forces  the  whole  popu- 
lation down  to  the  lowest  level  of  subsistence 
—to  that  point,  where  subdivision  is  arrested 
by  the  dread  or  by  the  actual  occurrence  of 
starvation." 

And  yet,  with  this  evidence,  given  to 
you  by  your  own  commissioner,  as  to  the 
evils  arising  from  the  subdivision  of  land, 
you  venture  to  bring  forward  a  measure 
adding  to  these   evils^   because  to   the 


temptation  of  the  gain  to  be  derived  hy 
letting  the  land  in  a  multitude  of  anall 
holdings,  as  compared  with  great  ooes, 
you  add  the  further  temptation  of  the  g^io 
in  county  influence.  Sir,  I  have  attempted 
to  show  that  this  extensive  franchise  which 
is  now  proposed  to  be  given  wouU  be 
worse  than  the  405.  freeholds.  I  have 
attempted  to  show  that  it  vrouid  not  be 
compatible  with  the  fair  and  honourable 
compact  entered  into  when  the  bill  for 
repealing  the  Roman  Catholic  disabilitiet 
was  passed.  I  have  attempted  to  show 
that  its  effect  would  be  to  retard  the  so- 
cial improvement  of  Ireland,  and  to  en- 
courage the  subdivision  of  land  in  that 
country — and  I  ask  you,  when  you  have 
done  all  this — when  you  have  establislied 
this  precedent  in  favour  of  Ireland— 
whether  you  think  it  possible  to  refuse  to 
extend  a  similar  principle  of  franchise  to 
this  country  ?  Have  you  had  no  demande 
backed  by  physical  force,  for  the  extenakm 
of  the  suffrage  from  this  country  ?  Sup« 
pose  you  had  found  a  political  party  butt 
enough  to  confederate  with  them  for  the 
purpose  of  embarrassing  the  Government, 
xfi  what  condition  as  to  internal  peace  would 
this  country  have  now  been  ?  Suppose  we 
had  said  the  demands  of  the  Chartiati 
were  just — suppose  we  had  said  that  phy* 
sical  force  required  concession^^inppose 
we  had  said  the  political  horizon  iscloud«l 
— you  had  better  purchase  peace  by  the 
grant  of  privileges  —  in  what  cooaitioii 
would  you  have  been  ?  Aided  by  our  aap- 
port  you  would  have  been  enabled  to  resiat 
those  demands.  You  used  your  influence 
and  authority  to  proclaim  that  the  Reform 
Bill  was  a  permanent  settlement,  and  that 
by  the  Reform  Bill  you  would  stand.  Bat 
when  you  have,  as  relates  to  Ireland,  on 
such  evidence,  on  such  a  case,  from  such 
motives,  brought  in  a  bill,  the  essence  and 
qualification,  the  essential  principle  of 
which,  according  to  the  Secretary  at  War, 
is  the  franchise — will  you  be  enabled  to 
resist  the  demand  made  for  the  extension 
of  a  similar  principle  to  Ireland  and  to 
Scotland  ?  If  it  be  right  that  a  suffrage 
more  extended  than  household  suffrage 
should  exist  in  Ireland.  If  it  be  right  thai 
the  freehold  interests  should  be  abolished 
— if  it  be  right  that  without  anv  allegation 
the  franchise  in  towns  in  Ireland  should 
be  reduced  from  10/.  to  5/.,  do  you  think 
you  will  be  enabled  to  resist  demands  for 
change  here  by  saying  that  Lord  Orey  and 
Lord  Altborp  madeadecIaratiOD  in  favonr 


ins 


ZkhaU^         (Vn.  Uy 


iKmrtkJkif)$ 


nu 


or  the  DermaQenc][  of  the  Reform  Bill  io 
Englaoa— that  it  is  daogeroas  to  disturb 
that  settlement;  and^  therefore,  though 
you  extend  the  franchise  in  Ireland,  yoo 
will  grant  no  further  reform  in  this  coun- 
try ?    The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Kilkenny  was  indiscreet  enough  to 
make   too  premature  a  demand  for  the 
extension  of  this    suffrage  to  England. 
[Mr.  Hume :  I  did  not.]    The  hon.  Mem- 
ber seems  disposed  to  recall  his  words. 
The    hon.    Gentleman    said,    when    the 
English  Registration  Bill  was  under  con- 
sideration, why  did  you  not  bring  forward 
this  Registration  Bill  ?  and  a  good  question 
too.    If  the  settlement  of  the  franchise 
be  so  necessary  to  a  registration  bill,  why 
not  have  introduced  it  into  the  English 
Registration  Bill  ?    But  no !    You  would 
not  define  the  franchise.    We  asked  you 
to  do  so.    We  asked  you  to  settle  this 
question  long  since,  and  the  noble  Lord 
would  not  permit  us,  but  said,  that  in  the 
present  state  of  parties  he  could  not  per- 
mit us  to  define  the  franchise,  although  he 
would  proceed  to  rectify  the  registration. 
My  noble  Friend   is  loaded  with  every 
species  of  calumny,  because  he  does  not 
attempt  to  define  the  franchise,  and  yet 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  proceedawith  a 
mere  Registration  Bill  for  England,  though 
with  reference  to  the  trusteeship  of  Dis- 
senters* chapels,  and  a  hundred  other  dis- 
puted questions  that  have  arisen,  he  also 
refuses  to  give  any  definition  of  the  fran- 
chise.   The  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
has,  however,  given  us  timely  notice  that 
a  demand  will  be  made  on  the  noble  Lord 
and   this  House  for  an  extension  of   a 
simitar  franchise  to  England,  and  on  what 
principle  has  the  noble  Lord  placed  the 
finality  or  permanent  settlement  of  the 
Irish  Reform  Bill,  so  as  to  enable  him  to 
grant  in  one  case  and  refuse  in  another? 
If,  as  I  before  said,  on  such  a  case  as  this 
— on  such  evidence  as  this— you  are  pre- 
pared not  only  not  to  support,   but  to 
subvert,  the  existing  system  in  Ireland, 
will  it,  can  it  be  possible,  this  alleged 
boon   being  once  granted  to  Ireland,  to 
refuse  a  similar  concession  to  England  ? 
At  the  same  time,  I  do  hope  the  noble 
Lord  will  make  a  public  declaration  of  his 
intentions  to-night.    Because  nothing  will 
so  efiectually  tend  to  excite  expectations 
and  perilous  struggles  in  the  country  as 
establishing  a  precedent  of  this  kind  and 
avoiding  to  make  any  distinct  dachiation 
^s  \o  whether  th^t  precedent  is  to  be  ap- 


olieabla  to  Soglattd  aod  Sootkttd*  Stryli 
for  one,  not  from  any  party  oonaldanip 
tions,  but  with  a  view  to  the  paaee  askl 
tranquillitv  of  this  kiogdom^  knowinf  tht 
demand  which  will  soon  be  mada  ,on  iImi 
noble  Lord  when  this  precedent  ia  eetdb* 
lished,  deeply  lament  the  coarse  whieh  ha 
as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  has  tboagha 
it  right  to  take.  I  had  anderatood  froai 
the  noble  Lord  that  he  meant  staadilrit 
adhere  to  the  principles  of  the  Renraa 
Act — that  as.  to  minor  details  he  «aa 
ready  to  make  improvements  and  to  m» 
move  restrictions  and  vexatious  accompa* 
niments  to  the  establishment  of  Dteir 
right.  But  1  certainly  did  understand 
from  the  noble  Lord  that  a  constaaUy 
recurring  agitation  as  to  the  princi|dia  #f 
representation  was,  in  his  opinioa,  fraught 
with  peril  and  evil  to  the  nation.  Biir^ 
I  recsJled  to  the  noUe  Lord  that  thia  ama 
the  language  which  he  held  b  the  jfMT 
1837,  and  which  ho  haa  repeated  in  iln 
letter  since  addressed  by  him  to  hia  omt 
stituents.  Sir,  the  noUe  Lord  may  now 
have  reason  for  holding  a  different  lattr 
guage.  The  noble  Lord  may  fiad  it  aa* 
cessary  for  the  purpose  of  ooncaUatam 
lukewarm  supporters,  and  pcoppiDf  wp  n 
falling  power,  to  give  the  b<qpea  of  in^ 
creased  concession  to  those  who  wmm 
dissatisfied  with  the  declaratiooa  *  $t 
1837,  and  who  demanded  from  Ilia 
noble  Lord,  if  not  actual  performaaoa* 
at  least  vague  and  indefinite  proasiiaa.aa 
to  the  progress  of  reform.  The  nobk 
Lord  then  steadily  refused  to  encooisiga 
such  hopes.  I  hope  he  may  intend  to 
refuse  them  now.  But  I  am  afraid  that 
his  power  of  refusing  will  be  greatljf 
weakened  by  the  precedent  which  ha  l^a 
established.  In  1834  the  noUe  Lord  mm 
party  to  a  declaration  by  which  he  die* 
countenanced  in  the  moat  formal  miaaes, 
the  efforts  that  were  then  being  mada  H 
procure  a  repeal  of  the  nnioD.  In  1884 
the  noble  Lord  was  a  partj  to  place  in  ^ 
month  of  the  Sovereign  his  em|rfiatic  co^ 
damnation  of  the  mischievous  agitation 
for  the  repeal  of  the  union.  The  King 
said,  in  his  Speech  to  Parliament— 

^  I  have  seen  with  feelings  of  deep  ragrel 
and  just  indignation  the  oontumanee  or  at- 
tempts to  excite  the  people  of  Irelaod  to 
demand  the  repeal  of  the  Imslative  unioa;* 

**  To  the  practices  wbtdi  nave  been  -— ' 
produce  disaflbctlon  to  the  State,  and  . 

distmst  and  animosity  between  the  two 

tries,  are  chiefly  to  he  attributed  the  spMM 
ittsubordiaatiQn  which,  thoogb  fbr  the  ftSm 
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controlled  by  the  force  of  ihe  Ih«,  bai  been 
but  loo  perceptible  in  maoy  iiistauces.'' 

Tlita  wu  the  language  addreued  ia 
1834  to  the  agitators  of  Ireland.  In 
1837,  a  period  when  the  noble  Lord  ad- 
drMud  his  celebrated  letter  to  his  consti- 
tuenU  at  Stroud,  (Ills  was  the  language 
whuh  he  used  towards  the  eager  advo- 
catea  of  extended  franchise : — 


flribmd}^ 


nil 


"  If,  after  these  declarations,  any  Member 
of  Lord  Grey's  Csbioet,  were  to  propose  to 
begin  llie  whole  question  anew,  the  obvious 
remark  would  be,  '  You  have  eilliec  so  egre- 
giouily  deceived  us  tbal  we  cannot  Irust  to 

Kiui  public  engagements,  or  you  have  so 
indly  deceived  vouraelvci  that  we  cannot 
believe  in  the  soliijity  of  your  new  scheme.' " 
"  But  the  excitement  of  a  new  change  ;  the 
passions  again  raised  ;  the  House  of  Commons 
again  in  Ihe  furnace  to  be  melted  in  a  new 
mould ;  the  people  again  in  llie  temper  which 
bunt  oul  in  flames  at  Nottingham  and  Hrisiol, 
would  go  far  to  shake  the  stability  of  property, 
and  make  law  the  servant  of  disorder.  The 
happy  consummation  of  a  labouring  class 
louing  little  and  earning  much  would  be 
further  than  ever;  the  sccarity  lo  be  enjoyed 
in  Germany  or  Swiiierhnd  would  attract  cap- 
ita), and  dimioiih  employment  at  home ;  the 
deluded  miglil  indeed  wake  from  their  dream 
at  leugtli,  but  too  Uie  for  their  peace.'' 

There  were  many  declarations,  the  Tcry 
making  of  which  from  a  place  of  high 
authority  gave  strength  to  the  position  of 
the  person  from  whose  lips  ihej  fell.  The 
noble  Lord  may  have  found  now  Ihe  pres. 
sure  upon  him  to  be  such  that  he  cannot 
maintain  an  adherence  to  these  manly 
deelartttions.  The  noble  Lord  may  have 
observed  a  signiflcant  hint  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Session,  that  the  foreign 
policy  of  this  country  did  not  meet  the 
approbation  of  some  of  his  supporters. 
The  noblo  Lord  may  have  found  it  neces- 
sary 10  use  less  strong  and  forcible  lan- 
guage in  denouncing  the  efforts  to  pro- 
mote repeal  of  the  union  by  means  of 
agilalion.  Still  I  cannot  but  regret  he 
should  adopt  this  course.  I  regret  it  for 
the  iolercsts  of  (he  country.  The  noble 
Lord  may  have  found  in  the  return  for 
Snrrv,  strong  indications  that  (he  coiifi- 
(lenc'u  of  this  country  was  leaving  him. 
Ilo  may  have  found  it  iiecesairy  to  seek 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  thai  confl- 
dcnce  by  renewing  the  alliances  with  those 
in  this  IlousQ  who  appeared  ready  to  with- 
draw from  Itim  ihcir  suppurt.  lie  may 
puicluso  by  cuiiccssioii  un  tliosi!  points  a 
ieiDpurury    supporli    but    I  oanitot   help 


tbinktng,  when  he  recalli  to  nind  th« 
declsrations  of  1834  and  1837,  that  it 
lill  abate  something  of  the  feelings  of 
satisfaction  with  which  be  may  conteB> 
plate  this  temporary  triumph— .sometbin|f 
of  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  maj 
reflect  oo  the  small  majority  whieh  )w 
may  call  lo  his  aid  this  night.  It  will,  I 
lliinlc,  cast  a  gloom  over  those  festivities 
with  which  he  may  celebrate  this  netr 
compact,  and  new  allisnce,  if  the  reflec- 
tion should  come  across  him  thai  he  hu 
gained  thai  support,  by  receding  from  the 
position  which  enahled  hint  lo  resist  lbs 
progress  of  democratic  invasion — by  ob- 
structing  the  progress  of  social  imprare- 
ment  in  Ireland  by  exciting  hopes  whicb 
he  cannot  realise,  and  by  raising  passions 
and  expectations  which  the  noble  Loid 
csnnol  disappoint  without  beci>ming  the 
object  of  indignation,  and  which  be  cnn- 
not  gratify  without  becoming  the  foroentor 
of  convulsion. 

I^nl  JiAk  Rutsdl  said :  Sir  I  am  quite 
ready  to  meet  the  accusations  and  the  weni- 
ing»  of  the  right  him.  Gentleman.  In  onlerlo 
do  so  it  will  be  iiccciisary  fur  me  to  lectir  to 
that  pcriwl  to  which  the  right  hon.  Bei»> 
net  has  ulluded—lliat  iicriwl  of  1839 — M 
show  Lu  this  House,  and  to  recol  to  the  >•• 
membRincc  of  this  House,  thr  rirr  nnislaim» 
iiniier  which  what  the  right  lun.  Gentl** 
man  says  1  colled  a  coinpacl— end  irUeh  I 
am  ready  to  coll  a  compact  now^mi  nadil 
and  lo  declare  to  this  House  that  I  comb 
here  in  fulfilment  of  thst  compwt.  Ta  do 
this  it  u  not  necessary  for  me  to  do  ntcws 
than  to  rccal  to  recollection  a  puhlie  nad 
notorious  fact,  and  to  place  myself  upon  thk 
ground,  that,  if  there  was  an  cngagomesit 
made  with  those  who  felt  scniiilea  and  pr»> 
judices — scruples  and  prejudices  which  ap> 
pear  to  rac  to  have  been  "ifnrndfil  i 
against  the  admission  of  the  Roman  Catho. 
lies  to  politico]  power,  it  was  right  that  that 
cngaj^ment  should  be  kept — that  if  then 
was  an  engagement  with  the  people  nf  Ire- 
land, it  ought  not  to  be  wantonly  viulated, 
as  tlio  noble  I.oni  has  attempted.  The  cir- 
cumstances Were  these  : — for  a  long  period 
the  Catluilic  (lucsiion  hud  been  a  matter  tt 
dclnto  ;  men  of  liinh  latent  had  taken  part 
in  that  debute  on  the  one  ude  or  on  the 
other ;  but  with  rcsjHvt  to  Ireland,  owing 
III  that  strange  conflict  of  opinion,  ihciw 
WI1.4  no  Mich  thing  as  a  (lovemment.  It 
wnii  but  the  other  day  I  read  a  stalnnent 
mode  in  the  lltinxc  of  Isolds  hy  the  nwble 
Lord  ihi-ii  Sit'retBTy  of  Stale,  to  tbe  rOect, 
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that  the  important  office  of  duel  Seerataiy 
for  Ireland  was  given  away  without  hit 
knowled|^,  and  that  the  a^tpointmeHl  was 
made  without  consulting  him.  The  person 
appointed  was  Lord  Ulenelg^  then  Mr« 
Grant ;  and  it  was  obvious  the  appointment 
was  made  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up 
that  balance  of  opinion  in  Ireland  that 
there  could  be  no  determined  policy  one 
way  or  the  other.  That  balance  was  k^ 
up.  Any  one  who  will  recur  to  the  ac- 
counts fi  that  time,  will  find  that  there 
was  then  a  vast  association,  having  a  trea- 
sury of  its  own,  giving  directions  to  an  ex- 
ecutive of  its  own  throughout  the  country 
— that  there  were  meetings,  and  proces- 
sions  with  banners,  and  that  those  meetings 
and  processions  excited  great  alarm.  Then 
we  have  the  declaration  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  that  that  state  of  alarm  and  in- 
security, not  positively  amounting  to  ille* 
gality,  was  yet  so  powerful  that  it  threat- 
ened civil  war,  and  that  those  were  the 
circumstances  that  induced  the  Government 
of  the  day  to  propose  Catholic  Emandpa* 
tion.  Sir,  I  also  thought  that  measure  a 
just  and  wise  one }  but  the  time  for  passing 
it  was  the  most  unfortunate  that  could  have 
been  adopted,  and  I  could  not  but  agree 
with  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  late 
Lord  Mansfield,  whose  speeches  were  al« 
ways  worthy  of  attention,  that  by  plaefaig 
concession  on  the  ground  of  fear  of  dvu 
war  as  the  motive  of  that  concession,  you 
would  give  great  encouragement  to  oomU- 
nation  in  all  future  time,  and  induee  disaf- 
fected men  in  Ireland,  when  they  remem* 
bered  that  combination  had  obtained  their 
former  demands,  to  trust  that  the  same 
means  would  always  effect  a  similar  object. 
That  was  a  statement  nwde  by  a  noUe 
Lord  differing  from  me  in  politics.  8ir, 
with  respect  to  the  subserviency  of  this 
Government  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin--* with  respect  to  the  wish 
of  this  Government  to  conciliate  agitatom 
—I  may  refer  to  that  firm  Tory  GovernmenI 
one  of  the  chief  Members  of  whieh  now  re« 
pruaches  me.  At  that  time,  I  must  do  that 
Government  the  credit  to  say,  they  yielded 
frankly  and  fully.  I  give  the  r^ht  hon. 
Cientleman  entire  credit  for  all  he  has  said 
to  night  with  respect  to  hb  reasons  for  dia« 
franchising  the  forty-shilling  fveeholders. 
I  was  one  of  those  who  at  first  felt  a  stvoag 
repugnance  to  that  measure.  I  mvf  men- 
tion incidentally  that  my  noble  Friend  the 
present  Lord- Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Lovd 
Ebrington,  and  myself,  both  came  te  Lon* 
don  for  the  purpose  of  oppofing  thai 


sure  if  it  ahoidd  ha  pwipMad.  |»  hfimmrttf^ 
afterwards  thoi^t  thete  weie  nmtmm  Cm 
its  passbg.  In  prpfmsiog  hia  mnojiiwb  tilt 
right  hon.  Gratfeiqaa  stated  in  •  WMMMi 
likely  to  condUate  the  Inends  of  IMfHilttr  imeIt 

vilc^,  tlm  modein  which  the  incareiiad  fipa»« 
chise  was  to  be  obtained.  Hbedeototwaiittt. 
fQ  before  the  assistant  baryiiter,  there  topnl 
in  his  claim  founded  upon  hia  1M«  intorim, 
and,  if  the  daim  were  admitted,  be  le^ 
mained  possessed  of  the  fifanehlae  for  ei|dii 
years  vnthout  question  or  amnoyanee.  |f, 
however,  the  barrister  was  of  opinion  thai 
the  riffht  was  not  established,  if  the  puij 
still  thought  he  oould  make  out  that  n^U, 
an  apfieal  was  given,  and  he  «i|^  gn  hftvj 
fore  a  jury  to  McerUdn  the  faeti^  or  hsfivn 
a  judge  to  settle  the  law  iipen  the  pob|ft« 
If  it  were  deoideA  in  his  t»vouf,ke  far 
■mined  for  eight  jmn  unnmleHed,  What 
is  propossd  now  }  To  take  aw^r  libM  pri« 
vilege-^to  expose  the  deotav  tn  eontimiil 
hanusing  and  vexation.  Instead  of  obft^hiii 
ing  the  franchise  and  keening  it  fcf  ei(riit 
years,  he  may  not  he  aUe  to  keep  it  Ibr 
three  months.  If  he  appeal,  and  gilina  hfa* 
appeal,  next  year  he  may  again  he  efN 
posed.  Let  ^he  House  bear  in  mind  thnt 
I  am  now  answering  t|m  oharge  of  n 
hreaeh  of  fldth  with  leflsrd  to.  dm  SMWn 
Cathcdie  question,  If  diera  he  asiy 
of  fldth,  it  ii  in  the  pvoposal  of  the 
Member  Ibr  North  L«nnsyrQt  TheMnnf' 
he  two  modea  ef  eflbatually  dmiving  niseni 
of  hisftanebisas  you  omfdoitbywesMMi 
phin  «nd  direet  made,  or  you  nujjr  da  il  in* 
directly  and  drouitoudy.  The  Atlnmayt 
general  told  uasome  time  lyn^  Uiat  no  mm 
could  go  into  the  Court  of  ChanoM  wham 
the  sum  at  isnie  was  less  |han  lOCll  Snpa 
pose  Tou  vpere  to  say  that  #  man  who  km 
a  lOl.  debt,  diall  reoover  it  in  no  o/Am^Hf 
than  through  the  Comrt  rfOhaneMVido  yam 
not  th^by  dapriveUm  of  Ui  ns^tl  ThM  h^ 
in  eflS^,  what  ii*  F0poMd  hgF  tbo  UU  €f  Ihf 
noUe  Lord.  It  ia  the  htinghur  in  oF  tktl 
boll  wUoh  makes  it  neoassary  far  nm  le  gn 
into  the  whole  oneition.  I  think  we  af« 
bound  in  good  fidth  to  the  peaple  of  Ira- 
bind  to  give  ihem  at  least  aa  good  %  fi«n« 
diise  M  that  which  was  intended  fcr  them 
m  1899.  That  was  a  right  niven  to  a 
people  disturbed.  WiU  von  take  |t  awiqF 
ftnmapeopleintranqQlllitv?  TUaviaaa 
finndiise  oAred  to  a  |MD[da  agitated  and 
thiettenings  1  wQl  nal  tilm  It  fimm  n 
pe^  l^d  and  dbedlenl.  I  aa  ykkng 
now  of  the  nropoBal  of  ^  noUn  Laid  esi 
the  oTOodte  dde  of  the  Hmne.  I  do  ii» 
trm  ttDst  when  the  noUn  ImA  ptupqwi  Hi 
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bill  the  people  of  Ireland  were  in  a  state 
of  tranquillity.  It  baa  been  admitted  on 
tbe  other  side  that  thej  were  peacefuUy 
making  progress  in  prosperity  :  it  was  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord 
which  was  the  signal  for  agitation.  That 
is^  a  bill  to  take  away  the  franchise— to  de- 
stroy the  franchise,  and  I  am  obliged  by  the 
conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  to  look  at  the 
whole  question.  We  endeavoured  last  year 
to  accomplish  something  by  a  bill  affecting 
registration,  and  then  we  were  told  that 
we  were  defending  fraud  and  perjury, 
fiecause  we  did  not  choose  to  enter  upon 
the  subject  in  the  way  the  noble  Lord  ap- 
proved, we  were  accused  of  being  abettors 
of  a  most  nefarious  system  ;  and  even  last 
night  it  was  repeated  that  wc  were  the  de- 
fenders of  fraud  and  perjury.  With  regard 
to  all  questions  of  this  kind  on  which  the 
Members  of  the  present  Government  hold 
opinions  different  from  those  of  hon.  Gen- 
demon  on  the  other  side,  we  conceived  that 
in  many  cases  we  were  bound  to  carry  our 
opinions  into  effect.  Mr.  O'Lochlen  ac- 
cordingly in  1835  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
definition  of  the  beneficial  interest.  As 
that  was  not  likely  to  be  passed  into  a 
law>  it  was  thought  better  that  we  should 
wait  some  time :  it  was  thought  better  to 
proceed  with  measures  upon  which  party 
violence  was  not  excited.  There  were 
questions  of  great  importance — on  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  relating  to  the 
poor— the  administration  of  justice — on 
commercial  relations — and  these  might  be 
discussed  and  disposed  of  without  party 
hostility.  More  exciting  questions  might, 
it  was  supposed,  be  left  to  time,  when  the 
people  of  the  empire  should  have  given  an 
impulse  to  the  opinions  entertained  by  Mi- 
nisters, or  to  those  which  were  held  by 
their  opponents.  This  mode  of  proceed- 
ing was  not  advantageous  to  us  as  a  party ; 
we  were  reproached  with  postponing  bills 
relating  to  popular  rights,  and  it  was  as- 
serted that  by  this  means  we  were  losing 
ffround.  My  answer  was,  that  I  thought 
It  better  for  the  general  interest  of  the 
country  to  proceed  with  practical  measures 
of  certain  benefit.  To  us  as  a  party,  as  I 
said,  this  course  was  inexpedient ;  but  can 
we  keep  that  course  any  longer  ?  Is  it  at 
our  option  ?  Are  we  to  be  accused  as  wc 
were  last  year?  Is  it  to  be  said  that  wc 
are  now  favouring  and  screening  perjury, 
and  that  we  are  not  to  declare  our  opinions 
as  to  what  measures  we  consider  best  ?  Wc 
were,  therefore,  obliged  to  look  at  the 
question  of  the  franchise,  as  well  as  at  the 


question  of  registration.  Whatever  maj 
be  the  opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  fir 
Monaghan  now,  his  opinion  last  yesir  waip 
that  we  never  could  arrive  at  a  satiafitttorf 
criterion  of  the  franchise,  unless  it  wen 
sought  in  something  out  of  the  mere  aver-> 
ment  and  oath  of  the  party  himself  as  to 
the  franchise  itself.  I  do  not  meen^  of 
course,  to  give  any  opbion  on  the  law ;  but 
taking  a  mere  libend  view»  it  was  obvious 
that  a  man  having  a  very  small  amount  of 
property  misht  produce  witnesses  wlio 
would  assist  him  in  putting  his  claim  on 
the  register.  But  the  criterion  we  take 
from  the  poor-rate  seems  to  be  the  best 
that  we  can  now  adopt.  In  the  coune  of 
last  summer  I  consulted  Mr,  Nicholls,  and 
he  told  me  that,  in  the  present  state  of  Uie 
country,  he  thought  the  criterion  of  the 
poor-law  most  advisable.  I  have  a  letter 
from  him,  dated  the  24th  August  last,  in 
which  he  tells  me  that,  on  reflection,  hn 
opinion  upon  this  point  was  more  and  moie 
confirmed.  I  did  not,  of  course,  ask  him 
the  particular  amount  of  rate  to  qualify  a 
voter  for  the  franchise;  but  he  stron^y 
recommended  tliat  rating  under  the  poor- 
law  should  be  adopted  as  the  criterion. 
Taking  that  criterion  we  proposed  that  it 
should  be  dependent  also  on  a  certain  te* 
nure  by  lease.  Under  the  forty-shilling 
system  it  was  some  six  or  seven  yean,  and 
we  proposed  that  it  should  be  fourteen 
years,  with  a  rating  to  the  amount  of  6L 
We  took  the  fourteen  years  on  aooount  of 
the  general  custom,  and  in  accordanoe  alio 
with  the  reports  upon  the  Table,  and  w« 
find  that  under  this  new  system  many 
freeholders  now  entitled  to  vote  will  be 
disfranchised.  In  union  Xo.  1,  seventeen 
will  be  disfranchised;  in  union  No.  3, 
there  will  be  also  seventeen  ;  in  union  No. 
4,  six  ;  and  in  other  unions  20,  four  and 
four.  I'lach  of  these  persons  at  present  has 
a  vote,  and  will  be  disfranchised  under  the 
5/.  qualification  and  a  tenure  of  fourteen 
years.  I  maintain,  then,  that  we  shall 
have  in  the  principle  of  rating  under  thk 
bill  an  easy  and  correct  test  of  the  £zan« 
chisc.  The  noble  Lord  must  admit,  that 
the  voter  will  possess  property  liaUe  to 
that  burden.  The  noble  Lord,  in  the 
course  of  his  speech ,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  discussion,  undertook  to  show  a 
great  many  things — and  a  great  many  eon- 
tradictury  things  too.  At  one  time  he 
showed  that  the  voters  were  in  the  moat 
miserable  state,  and  at  another  that  they 
were  solvent  jKrsons,  possessing  four  or  five 
acres  each,  with  good  food  and  good  dolkv .: 
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ing.  I  say,  that  the  amount  of  the  hold- 
ing, whether  it  be  51.  or  any  other  sum,  as 
well  as  the  duration  of  the  term,  are  fit 
subjects  for  discussion  in  committee.  I  was 
certainly  a  good  deal  surprised  at  hearing 
the  arguments  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Exeter.  I  admit,  that  in  some 
instances  persons  have  got  upon  the  regis- 
ter who  have  no  right  to  that  privilege  ; 
but  I  can  inform  the  House  that  by  the 
result  of  an  experiment  made  in  one  union 
upon  the  plan  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord, 
only  four  voters  out  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  would  have  succeeded  in  getting 
placed  upon  the  register.  Looking  at  these 
circumstances,  I  say  that  this  is  an  immense 
political  question.  And  how  does  the  no- 
ble Lord  propose  to  solve  it  ?  By  leaving 
it  to  the  decision  of  the  judges,  that  is  to 
say,  by  leaving  it  in  doubt.  But,  said  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Exeter,  it 
ought  not  to  be  doubtful,  because  the  mi- 
nority of  the  judges  ought  to  yield  to  the 
majority.  Was  there  ever  such  a  mode  of 
establishing  a  political  light?  It  was  a 
great  evil  that  the  judges  should  be  called 
upon  to  decide  in  those  matters  which  are  so 
closely  connected  with  politics,  but  it  is  a 
much  greater  evil  that  Members  of  that 
House  of  high  professional  authority  should 
endeavour  to  influence  the  opinion  of  the 
judges  by  reflections  cast  upon  them  for  the 
honest  and  conscientious  discharge  of  their 
duty  upon  the  judgment -seat.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Exeter  expressed 
himself  in  no  measured  language,  but  what 
are  the  comments  upon  his  text  ?  I  saw, 
in  a  publication  issued  to-day,  the  words  of 
the  lion,  and  learned  Member  quoted^  with 
these  remarks:  — 

'^  Nothing  can  add  to  the  piercing  severity 
of  these  words  of  Sir  William  Follett.  We 
know  little  in  England  of  partizan  judges — of 
0*Connell  judges — of  men  raised  to  the  bench 
who  had  no  other  claims  to  that  distinction, 
save  only  that  they  have  for  years  been  politi- 
cal Papists,  and  busy  partisans,  and  subaltern 
agitators  to  Mr.  Daniel  O'Connell.  But  it  is 
unhappily  far  otherwise  in  Ireland  ;  and  hence 
— and  hence  only — has  there  been  witnessed 
the  insurrection  of  a  judicial  minority  against 
ihe  law,  as  declared  solemnly  by  ten  judges  of 
the  land  out  of  twelve." 

Such  is  the  manner  in  which  Chief  Ba- 
ron Brady  and  Baron  Richards — men  of 
unsullied  character  and  high  professional 
reputation — were  spoken  of  by  those  who 
wished  to  obtain  a  decision  of  the  judges 
which  would  accord  with  their  views.  If 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  to  do  as  they 
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choose— if  they  are  to  take  away  the  fran- 
chise from  the  people  of  Ireland — if  they 
are  to  throw  false  weights  into  the  scale, 
let  them  do  so ;  but  to  effect  their  purpose 
let  them  not  abuse  the  balance  of  justice. 
I  think  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which 
we  have  introduced  are  founded  in  justice, 
and  will  relieve  us  from  many,  if  not  all 
the  difficulties  which  at  present  surround 
this  question.     The  noble   Lord  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said  that  if 
it  should  turn  out  that  the  constituency  e£ 
Ireland  were  materially  diminished — if  it 
should  turn  out  that  the  landlords  refused 
to  grant  leases,  they  would  then  consider 
what  ought  to  be  done.     Was  not  the  evil 
sufficiently  notorious  ?  The  noble  Lord  op- 
posite read  on  a  former  night  a  statement 
of  the  number  of  voters  in  different  counties 
in  Ireland.     From  that  statement  it  ap- 
peared that  in  the  counties  of  Tipperary, 
Cork,  Water  ford,  Wicklow,  and  Longford, 
there  were,  in  1832,  15,867  voters.    Now, 
I  will  read  some  returns,  which  will  show 
the  extent  to  which  the  disfranchisement 
has  already  arrived.  In  Tipperary  the  con- 
stituency has  fallen  from  4,143  to  2,462, 
in  Cork  county  from  5,738  to  3.781,  in 
Waterford  from  1,675  to  1,082,  in  Wick- 
low  from    2,340   to    1,580    in  Longf»rd 
from  1,971  to  949,  making  in  all  a  dimi- 
nution of  6,385,  as  the  constituency  has 
fallen  from  15,867  to  9,482.     These  num- 
bers are  taken  from  nturns  made  t«>  the 
Government  which  will  socm  be  laid  before 
the  House.     The  noble  Lord  opposite  ad 
mitted  the  growing  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  landlords  to  grant  leases.     Here  in 
the  returns  the  diminished  numbers  showed 
the  effect  of  the  cause  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  assigned.     Are  we,  in  the  face  of  these 
facts,  to  be  told  that  we  are  not  to  provide  a 
check  againt  the  evil  until  it  has  proceeded 
yet  further  >    I  will  tell  the  House  what 
will  be  the  consequence  of  such  waiting. 
When,  disgusted  with  the  difficulties  thrown 
in  the  way  of  their  political  rights,  they  will 
be  driven  to  make  an  improper  use  of  the 
political  power  which  might  still  be  in  their 
possession.     I  do  not  feel  so  very   much 
shocked  because  some  300  or  400  persons 
who  had  only  7/.  holdings  enrolled  upon 
the  registry  as  10/.  electors.     That  is  not 
so  shocking  to  me  as  to  have  a  still  greater 
number,  who  are  yet  fully  entitled,  ex- 
cluded by  difficulties    and    technicalities 
from  coming  to  the  poll  and  exercising 
their  legal  rights.     If  they  refused  to  de-  ' 
fine  the  franchise,  the  landlords  and  the 
nobles  would  dig  pit-falls  for  the  constitu- 
2  O 
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eocj,  tlie  mult  of  which  would  be,  that  and  the  danger  of  fCORistnictuig  Aft 

the  people  would  abandon  the  oon&tituti-  scntationofthiscountTT,ieinam--^''' 

onal  mode  tif  giving  expression  to  their  But  I  cannot,  when  auch  a  case 

opinionn.     But  would  ther  abandon  poli-  hete  made  out  occur,  and  win 

tics?  No.    No;  you  will  onlr  drive  them  detennined  to  interfere  to  alter  the 

into  illegal  combinations  and  secret  iocie-  tration,  I  cannott  when  it  is  proved  t 

ties,  until  ultimately  you  will  be  compelled  the  one  side  the  franchise  is  made  m 

to  yield  to  terror,  as  vou  did  in  1829,  what  that  almost  any  claim  can   be 


you  ought  to  have  conceded  to  reason  and    whilst  on  the  other  side  the  oonitiuclkm  ■ 
justice.     I  will  not  at  this  late  hour  of  the    so  stringent  as  to  lead  almort  to  the  exiiii- 
night  go  into  any  other  matters  with  re-    guishment  of  the  franchise ;— when  1  find 
spect  to  the  Irish  franchise,  of  which  we    that  one  doctrine  is  held  by  one  ttt  of 
have  heard  so  much  during  the  late  debate,    judges,  and  that  another  is  heM  by  aaeooni 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  well  as    set,  and  that  both  conceive  that  they  •!• 
others,  has  made  an  appeal  to  me  with  re.    bound  by  the  Act  of  Pariiament  to  adhera 
spect  to  two  most  important  questions.   He    to  their  opinions,  I  cannot  conceive  that  aa 
has  made  an  appeal  to  me  respecting  my    alteration  in  such  a  case  will  be  oooatiued 
opinions  on  the  repeal  of  the  union,  and    into  a  precedent  for  an  interference  with 
with  respect  generally  to  the  points  of  the  ;  the  franchue  in  England  or  in  Scotland,  or 
Reform  Act.     With  respect  to  the  repeal    that  we  propose  so  wide  a  franchise  that  tha 
of  the  uniofi,  I  have  nothing  to  add  or  to    people  of  these  countries  will  be  willing  fo 
retract  from  the  opinions  in  relation  to  that '  give  up  their  franchise  to  obtain  the  piDb. 
subject  as  they  were  read  by  the  right  hon. ;  posed   Irish   system.      The  forty-sbilBiig 
Gentleman   the   Member  for   Pembroke;  i  freeholders  in  England  is,  in  fsMCt,  so  Itige 
they  are  exactly  in  conformity  with  the  ^  a  franchise  that  they  would  be  wUling  to 
opinion  stated  by   the    noble   Loni,   the  !  exchange.     At  the  same  time  I  admit  tlitt 
liOrd-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  the  name  of'  there  is  some  danger,  and  I  therefore  faava 
himself  and  in  the  name  of  the  Govern-  '  been  reluctant  to  interfere  with  the  Refimi 
ment,  in  the  month  of  November  Ian.  My    Act  in  Ireland  until  it  was  mode  absolutclj 
noble  Friend  thought  that  the  repeal   of   necessary.     Now  it  is  made  abiolutelj 
the  union  muftt  lead  to  a  separation  l)ctwecn  '  cessary  not  only  by  the  bill  of  the  l 
the  two  countries.     Those  arc  my  own  '  liord,  but  by  the  votes  vH  the  Houu,  .. 
opinions    with  regard   to   repeal    of    the  '  Commons  during  the  last  Sesnoa.     Ullth 
union.     But  while  I  hold  these  opinions,  j  regard  to  the  number  of  electors  ia  tUi 
the  more  I  dread  u  repeal  of  the  union,  the    country  as  compared  with  thoie  of  IhImmI, 
more  I  dread  that  calamity,  the  more  I  am  !  what  is  the  fact  ?     I  have  already  read  tha 
of  opinion  that  the  just  complaints  of  the  -  number  of  electors  in  five  oountiea  of  Iia* 
people  of  Ireland  should  be  attended  to.  |  land,  and  I  will  now  read  the  numbera  af 
If  I  were  indifferent  to  the  repeiil  of  the  '  freeholders  in  two  counties  only  in  Engu 
union — if  I  thought  that  it  might  be  re-  \  land.     In  the  county  of  Lancaster^  one  pert 
pealed  without   any    inconvcnience^if  I    of  which  is  represented  by  the  noble  Laid, 
thought   that  the  danger  of  that  repeal    the  total  number  of  freeholders  is  16|876  | 
wore  a  mere  secondary  question,  I  might '  the  total  number  of  electors  on  the  rcgirtry 
"?'i.^  ^"""*^  to   be  so  great  an   opposer    is  27,796.  In  the  county  of  York  the  ami. 
of  the  noble  Lord's  Dill ;  but  it  is  because  !  her  of  freeholders  is  26,022 ;    the  tefal 
I  like,  because  I  am  attached  to,  because  I  '  number  on  the  registry,  49,529;    makiii* 
wish  for  the  maintenance  of  the  union,  that  ■  together  77,325  persons  registered  for  tS 
I,  as  well  as  a  Member  of  Parliament  as  a  '  two  counties,  of  whom  42,897  are  free- 
minister  of  the  Crown,  seek  to  sec  that  the  '  holders.  Now,  when  the  franchise  in  Ei^ 
people  of  Ireland  are  not  wronged  by  you.  j  land  is  so  extensive,  and  the  franchiseia 
Then,^  with  regard  to  the  Reform  Act:  '  Ireland  so  restricted,  ia  there  not  rather  a 
my  opinion  upon  that  point,  again,  is  the  |  danger  that  we  mav  make  the  Irish  diicolu 
same  as  the  opinion  which  I  dcclareil  to    tented,  by  refusing  cxteniiion,  than  thatbv 
the  electors  of  Stroud,  and  which  I  have  j  giving  them  the  franchise  we  should  mab 
placeil  on  record.     In  that  letter  I  jwinted  !  the  people  of  England  dissatisfied  ?     The 
out  the  matters  for  which  1  was  not  pre-  \  40jr.  freeholder  holds  by  an  eicellent  title  i 
paml   to  vote  if  they  were  proposal   to  !  he  had  a  perfect  right  to  the  franchise ;  bat 
tins  Iffmise.     My  observation  with  reganl    it  was  a  very  low  franchise  ;  a  lower  fm. 
to  the  Reform  Art  ns  a  permanent  monsure,    chise  he  cimsidered  than  that  which  her 
my  opinions  with  respect  to  ineipedicney.    Majesty's  Oovemment  waa  now  prapogfaiy. 
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Sir,  with  respect  to  the  whole  of  this  ques- 
tion, I  can  never  believe  in  the  notion  thai 
the  people  of  Ireland  will  be  so  exatperateil 
by  the  conduct  of  this  Houce  that  I  should 
expect  thnr  allegiance  to  be  trantTerred  tii 
any  foreign  or  other  (rawer,  1  have  noaudi 
appreheniion,  but  the  mstter  i>  imer- 
theleM  one  of  great  gravity  and  importance. 
With  regard  to  foreign  afikin,  is  it  nothing 
when  we  have  to  treat  with  great  poweraol' 
Europe  or  America  that  we  shouhl  be  able- 
to  say,  ''  The  communication  comet  from  a 
Queen  reigning  over  a  united  kingdom,  and 
over  a  people  united  in  heart  and  in  feel- 
ing," or  whether  tbey  had  to  saj,  "  There 
is  discontent  and  unquiet ;  one-third  of  the 
eoipiTe  is  agitated  and  Rubjsct  to  dijconteni 
and  unquiet?"  Was  there  not  greater 
strength  in  one  case  than  in  the  other? 
We  all  feel.  Sir,  the  value  of  retaining  the 
people  of  tbia  country  as  a  united  people. 
But  with  respect  to  the  people  of  Ireland, 
1  beg  to  say  that  I  hope  they  will  not  he- 
lieve  the  reprewntatbns  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Dub- 
lin, when  he  says  what  he  himself  sinoetely 
helievci,  hut  which  he  has  gathered  from 
misapprehension,  that  the  people  of  thb 
country,  or  that  any  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  have  any  hatred  to  the 
people  of  Ireland.  There  have  been,  no 
doubt,  animorities  arisine  from  a  diftr^noe 
of  reUgion  and  animositiot  arising  from 
other  causes  between  the  two  nations,  fint 
these  belong,  I  think,  to  bygone  periods,  to 
those  old  times  to  which  allunon  had  been 
mode,  but  into  the  history  of  which  I  will 
not  enter,  except  to  derive  from  them  con- 
solation  for  the  present  and  the  future. 
"0  psul  gniioTa ;  dibit  Deua  hi*  qnoqn*  iai." 
At  the  present  time,  I  entirely  disbe- 
lieve thai  the  people  of  this  country  have 
any  disinclination  to  do  justice  to  the  pttwle 
of  Ireland,  1  believe  that  the  course  to  M 
pursued  is,  to  state  to  the  people  of  this 
country  and  to  this  House,  the  grounds  of 
any  measure  for  the  increase  of  the  f^. 
chises  of  Ireland.  It  may  be  met  by  pre- 
judice in  theflrot  phM»,or  by  indiSraonce ; 
but  my  belief  is,  that  if  the  change  be 
urged  strenuously  and  peaceably— I  £>  not 
say  without  vehemence,  becaus«  I  believe 
that  vehemence  may  be  rightly  itied  in  a 
Just  cause,  and  without  improper  imputa- 
tions—the  proposal  will  be  ultimately 
adopted  by  this  House.  1  belive  that  tba 
people  of  this  countir  will  be  anxbus,  will 
be  gratified,  and  will  be  willing  to  confer 
benefit  on  Ireland.  I,  tliereforc,  say  that, 
although  I  think  that  there  is  already  a 


franchise  too  nudi  tettriolad  ia  Inltn^ 
the  sufifMo  will  be  ttill  more  restticted  far 
the  hill  orthe  mble Loud opporite.  I  thiak 
that  the  ^eojde  of  Iielaad .  have  alnofljr 
sufiered  disfranchisement  on  acoount  of 
their  religioa ;  they  have  hod  their  oono^ 
rations  made  an  exolusive  mont^y ;  hot 
all  these  evils  have  been  by  degnea  got  rid 
of.  And  I  believe,  further,  that  Of  Aa 
wodiing  of  (Mir  free  constitution,  I  beliara 
by  the  irrenstaUe  benefits  to  be  dmrived 
from  the  operation  of  that  ttee  system,  we 
shall  see  the  English  people  giving  to  the 
Irish  nation  those  franehises  lAidi  an 
justly  their  due  ;  that  they  will  be  isaieas^ 
Ing  and  impioTing  in  the  arta  of  peace,  tai 
thU  Ireland  will  share  all  the  n1irn|i|sw 
of  the  traion.  Like  the  right  hon,  Moimht 
for  Tamworth,  I  shall  not  be  nrmytiif 
fears  or  thretts.  Wbatarer  be  the  Jmmi 
diate  fhte  of  the  present  measun^juotte 
will  make'  it  pievail  in  die  end,  and  in  Ua 
security  of  the  conviction  that  it  is  a  jut 
--m,  I  feorieisly  commit  the  decisioB  of  it 
the  House, 

House  divided  on  the  fiillowiiv 
1 :— <'  That  the  bill  be  now  read  mi 
Kcond  time  I "  Amendment  propoasd  >B 
leave  out  the  word  "  now,"  ana  at  the  oai 
of  the  question  to  add  the  words  "ujMi 
Uiis  day  six  montha."  Question  put  **  That 
the  word  'now,'  stand  part  of  the  qoe^ 
don  I'-'Ayes  399 ;  Noes  394 ;  Majority  <G. 
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Troubridge,  Sir  E.  T. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Turner,  £. 
Turner,  W. 
Vemey,  Sir  U. 
Villiers,  hon.  C.  P. 
Vivian,  Major  C 
Vivian,  J.  H. 
Vivian,  rt.  hn.  SirR.||« 
Wakley,  T. 
Walker,  R. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wallace,  R. 
Warburton,  H« 
Ward,  H.  G. 
Wemyss,  Captain 
Westenra,  hon.  H.  R. 
Westenra,  hon.  J.  C 
White,  A. 
White,  H. 
White,  S. 
Wilbraham,  G. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Williams,  W. 
Wilshire,  W. 
Winnington,  Sir  T«  R. 
Winnington,  U.J. 
Wood,  C. 
Wood,  Sir  M. 
W  ood,  G.  W. 
W  ood,  B. 
Woraley,  Lord 
Wrighlson,  W.  B, 
\yy.e,  T. 
Yates,  J.  A. 

lEI.LERS. 

Stanley,  E.  J. 
Maule,F. 

e  Noes. 

Ashley,  Lord 
Ashley,  hon.  H. 
Attwood,  W. 
Atlwood,  M. 
Bagge,W. 
Bagol,  hon.  W. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J  ,jan. 
fiaillie,  Colond 
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Baillie,  H.  J. 
Baker»  E, 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Baring,  hon.  W  B, 
Barneby,  J. 
Barhogton,  Viscount 
Bateson,  Sir  R. 
Bell,  M. 
Benett,  J. 
Bentinck,  Lord  G. 
Bethell,  R. 
Blackbome,  I. 
Blackstone,  W.  S. 
Blair,  J. 
Biakemore,  R, 
Bleonerbasset,  A. 
Bolderoy  H.  0. 
Boiling,  W. 
Boifield,  B. 
Bradsbaw,  J. 
Brainston,  T.  W. 
Broadlej,  H. 
Broad  wood,  H. 
Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 
Brownrigg,  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  £. 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Bruen,  Colonel 
Bruges,  W.  H.  L. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burr,  U. 
Burrell,  Sir  C. 
Calcraft,J«II. 
Campbell,  Sir  IT. 
Canning,  it.  hn.Sir  S. 
Cantilupe,  Viscount 
Carlwrighl,  W.  R. 
Castlereagh,  Viscount 
Chapman,  A. 
Choimondeley,  hn.  H. 
Christopher,  R.  A. 
Chute,  W.  L.  VV. 
Clements,  H.  J. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  hon.  R.  II. 
Cochrane,  Sir  T.  J. 
Codrington,  C.  W, 
Cole,  hon.  A.  H. 
Colquhoun,  J.  C. 
ComptoB,  11.  C. 
ConoUy,  £. 
Cooper,  £,  J. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  H. 
Copeland,  Mr.  Aid. 
Corry,  hon.  U. 
Courtenay,  P. 
Creswell,  C. 
Cripps,  J. 
Dalryrople>  Sir  A. 
Damer,  hon,  D. 
Darby,  G. 
Darlington,  Earl  of 
De  Horsey,  S.  H. 
Dick,  Q. 
D'Israeli,  B. 
DottiOy  A.  R. 


iic^onriwd  JMa/e—  {iPnM}  (Pmrthtkit). 
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Dottglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douro,  Marq.  of 
Dowdeswell,  W. 
Drumroond,  H.  U. 
Duffield,  T. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Dunbar,  G. 
Duocombe,  hon.  W« 
Duncombe,  hon.  A. 
DuDgannon,  Viscouot 
Du  Pre,  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Eastuor,  Viscount 
Eaton,  R.  J 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Egerton,  Sir  P. 
Egerton,  Lord  F. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Estcourt,T. 
Farnham,  E.  B. 
Fielden,  W. 
Fector,  J.  M. 
Fellowes,  E, 
Filmer,  Sir  £. 
Fitzroy,  hon.  H. 
Fleming,  J. 
Follet,  Sir  W. 
Forester,  hon.  G. 
Fox,  S.  L. 
Freshfield,  J.  W. 
Gaskell,  J.  M. 
Gladstone,  W.  E. 
Gladstone,  J,  N. 
Glynne/SirS.  R. 
Goddard,  A. 
Godson,  R. 
Gordon,  boo.  Captain 
Gore,  O.  J.  R. 
Gore  O.  W. 
Goring,  II.  D. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  Marquess  of 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Greene,T. 
Grimsditch,  T. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Halford,  H. 
Hamilton^  C.  J.  B. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harcourt,  G.  G. 
Harcourt,  G.  S« 
Hardinge,  rt.hn  JSirH. 
Hawkes,  T. 
Heathcote,  Sir  W. 
Ileneage,  G.  W. 
Ilenniker,  Lord 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Ilerries,  rt.  hn.  J.  C. 
H  ill,  Sir  R. 
Hilisboroushy  Earl  of 
Hinde,J.H. 
Hodgson,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Uolmeti  boo,  W.  A. 


Holmes,  W« 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  H.  T. 
Hope,  O.  W. 
Hotham,  Lord 
Houldswortb,  T. 
Houstoun,  Q. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
Hurt,  F. 

logestre,  Viscoant 
lnglis,SirR.H. 
Irton,  S. 

Jackson,  Mr.  Sergtant 
James,  Sir  W.  C. 
Jenkins,  Sir  R. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnstone,  H. 
Jones,  J. 
Jones,  Captain 
Kelly,  F. 
Kemble,  H. 
Kerrison,  Sir  E. 
Kelbume,  Viscouot 
Kirk,  P. 
Knatchbull,  right  boo. 

SirE. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Knightley,  Sir  C. 
Lascelles,  hon.  W.  S. 
Law,  hon.  C.  £. 
Lefroy,  rt.  hon.  T. 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 
Liddell,  hon.  H.  T. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Litton,  E. 
Lockhart,  A.  M. 
Long,  W. 
Lowther,  J.  H. 
Lucas,  E. 

Lvgon,  hon.  General 
^lackenzie,  T. 
Mackenue,  W,  F. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
Maclean,  D. 
Mahon,  Viscount 
Maidstone,  Viscount 
Manners,  Lord  C.  S. 
Marton,  O. 
Master,  T.  W.  C« 
Mathew,  G.  B. 
Mannsell,  T.  P. 
Meynell,  Captain 
Miles,  W. 
Miller,  W.  H. 
Milnes,  R.  M. 
Monvpenny,  T.  G. 
Moraaunt,  Sir  J. 
Morgan,  C.  M. 
Morgan.  O* 
Neeld,  J. 
Neeld,  J. 
Nicboll,  J. 
Norreysi  Lord 
Ossulston,  Lord 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Paoke,  C.  W. 
PakiogtoPi  J,  S, 


Palmer,  R. 
Palmer,  G. 
Parker,  M. 
Parker,  R.  T. 
Parker,  T.  A.  W. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemberton,  T. 
Perceval,  Colonel 
Pigot,  R. 
Planta,  rt.  hn«  J. 
Plomptre,  J.  P. 
Polhill,F. 
Pollen,  Sir  J.  W. 
PoUock,  Sir  F. 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Pringle,A. 
Pusey,P. 

Rae,  rt  hn.  Sir  W. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Richards,  R. 
Rickford,  W. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  O. ' 
Round,  C.  G. 
Round,  J. 

Rushbrooke,  Colonet 
Rushout,  G. 
St.  Paul,  Sir  U. 
Sanderson,  R. 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Scarlett,  hon«  J.  Y. 
Shaw,  rt.  hn.  F. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Shiriey,  E.  J; 
Sibthorp,  ColoDel 
Smith,  A. 
Smyth,  Sir  G.  H. 
Smythe,  hon.G* 
Sotheron,  T.  £. 
Spry,  Sir  S.  T. 
Stanley,  E. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Sturt,  H.C. 
Sugden,  rt«  hn.  Sir  B« 
Teignmooth,  Lord 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Thesiger,  F. 
Thomas,  Colonel  H« 
Thompson*  Mr.  AH. 
ThomhUl,  G. 
Tollemancbe,  F.J. 
Trend),  Sir  F; 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R« 
Trotter,  J. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Verner,  Colonel 
Villiers,  Viscoant 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Waddington,  H.  S.  . 
WaUh,  &r  J. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
Whitmore,  T.  C. 
Wilbraham,  U.  B. . ! 
Williams,  R.  ;J 

WiUitms,  T.  P,     ^ 
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Wilmot,  Sir  J.  E. 
Wodehouse,  E, 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wyndham,  W. 


Yorke,  hon.  E,  T, 
Young,  J. 
Young,  Sir  W. 

TELLERS. 

Frcmantle,  Sir  T. 


Wynn,  rt.  hon.  C.  W.     fiaring,  II. 

Paired  off. 


FOR 

Andover,  Lord 
Blackett,  C. 
Butler,  hon.  P. 
Cave,  R.  O. 
Colquhoun,  Sir  J. 
Davies,  Col. 
Dundas,  D. 
Edwards,  Sir  J. 
Eric,  W. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R, 
Grcig,  I). 


AGAINST. 

Powerscourt,  Lord 
Davenport,  J . 
Crewe,  Sir  G. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Siuclair,  Sir  G. 
Irving,  J, 
Marsland,  T. 
Price,  R. 
Ingham,  R. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
O'Neil,  Gen. 


Ilallybuiton,  Lord  D.     MiUs,W.  II.  N. 


Hcneage,  K. 
Lambton,  11. 
Maher,J. 
Martin,  T.  B. 
Noel,  hon.  C  O. 
O'Brien,  C. 
Spencer,  F. 
Siielburne,  Lord 
Talbot,  J.  II. 
Walker,  C,  A. 
White,  L. 


UoUcston,  L. 
Stewart,  J. 
Baring,  hon.  F. 
Kllis,  John 
Lowther,  Colonel 
Farrand,  R. 
Northland,  Lord 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Foley,  £. 
Jones,  W. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 

Absent. 


Morton,  hon.  A. 
Jervis,  S. 

Powell,  Colonel  (ill) 
Pryse,  P.  (ill) 
Tomline,  G. 
Vernon,  G.  H.  (abr.) 


Burroughes,  R.  N. 
Campbell,  W.  F. 
Dundas,J.  C.  (ill) 
Fitzgibbon,  R.  (abr.) 
Howard,  Sir  R. 
Kerr,  D. 
Lowther,  Lord  (abr.) 

The  bill  road  a  second  time. 
Ordered  to  be  committed  pro  fonmU 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  February  *i6,  1841. 

MfNUTKH.]  Dill.  Read  asccfmil  lime:— lloughury  CasUe 
(Irclaiui). 

PccUiuiu  prewntitl.  Dy  the  Uinhop  of  Umilon,  ttMtxx  Great 
Ycldhjun,  agaiiut  any  AirtluT  (irHiit  to  the  College  of 
Maynootht  and  (hiro  South  Cliif.  Lincoln,  aifabiit  the 
Kncou^^;e^umt  of  Idolatry  in  IndiA. — By  Lord  Mont- 
eagle,  from  HaUonal  Uellglonistn  of  Kendal,  for  Inquiry 
into  llwir  principlen.-^By  I<onl  Mount  Edgcciiinbc,  (hxn 
Lixkeard,  against  the  Removal  of  tlic  Wcst-lmUa  l*acket 
Station  fhmi  Falmouth. 

C  O  r  Y  II  O  L  1)  h'  E  N  F  R  A  N  CII  I  S  E  M  F.  N  T 

Bill.]  Lord  Browjham^  in  moving,  that 
the  committee  on  the  Copyhold's  En- 
franchisement Bill  be  fixed  fornext Thurs- 
day, said,  he  was  anxious  an  early  day 
should  be  fixed  for  the  committee,  in  order 
that  uo  delay  should  take  place  in  for- 
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warding  (he  bilL  It  had  been  fully  dis- 
cussed in  the  Select  Committee,  aod  he 
was  confident,  from  the  unanimity  which 
had  prevailed  there,  that  it  would  paat 
through  the  House  without  any  farther 
alteration.  He  felt  on  this  accouot  peiw 
fectly  secure  in  leaving  it  in  the  handb  of 
the  noble  T^rds  who  had  taken  part  io  the 
proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee,  eipe- 
cially  the  noble  Lord  ( Lord  Redesdale),  and 
his  noble  and  learned  Friends  (Lords  Deton 
and  Lyndhurst),  so  that  his  (i^rd  BrouB. 
ham),  leaving  town  before  the  stage,  which 
reinaiued,  could  ha\e  no  kind  of  efftci  in 
delaying  the  measure.  It  had  been  bmmI 
incorrectly  stated,  that  his  being  ebroed 
last  year  had  caused  the  last  year's  bill  tohfe 
postponed,  whereas  it  was  well  known, 
that  there  was  ample  time  for  it  beiof 
passed  af^er  his  return  at  the  end  of  May, 
but  the  Chancery  cominitlee,  having  the 
same  Members  with  the  select  commiltce 
on  the  bill,  had  in  reality  been  the  cnuae 
of  the  postponement.  He  was  now  per- 
fectly confident  that  his  absence  conid  not 
make  the  least  difference  in  the  present 
bill  passing,  as  every  part  of  it  had  been 
fully  discussed  in  the  many  sitting!  of  the 
committee,  and  he  regarded  the  adoptkni 
of  the  alterations  by  the  House  at  quite 
certain. 

Bill  to  bo  committed  on  Thursday. 


>  4niMww*>«Aw«A« 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,  February  26,  1841. 


MiKUTU.1    Bilb.    Ileailaflnt  tune>— ! 
— Read  a  Moond  time :— l^eaie  and  Relcaaib 

l*etitions  preMenUid.  By  Lont  A.  Lennox,  aod  Mr.  T. 
oumbe,  from  Ititehemcr,  llailnet,  and  Worthing, 
the  Po(»r-law  Amendmrnt  Hill.— By  Mr.  llandlCoa, 
Buckiaghain,  fur  (liureh  Kxtenuoo.— By  Mr. 
frmn  AHhtDi»-uiMler>Lynr.  for  an  aitiic  iitiMB 
ComintTcial  Tarifll^Hy  Otlonel  Rawdim.  Mr.  Ill 
Mr.  OVonnell,  Mr.  Krvuch.  ami  the  (»X*oonor  Don, 
Carlow.  Rowmranon.  niinef;al.  ami  other  placv«p  far  ttt 
(iovemment  Irish  ReRiatratioii  Dili.— By  hatd  Dahncnf, 
fnHn  Scirlinff.  in  fliTour  of  tlK>  Medical  Rclbnn  BiU.  1| 
Mr.  Iluiiie,  IVoni  Workmen  at  Kilmaroot'k,  for  fixIflHta 
of  Uie  SulIYagv. 

TuRNPiKL  TarsTH.]  Mr.  Bart^dnf 
begged  to  asii  whether  the  Government 
intended  to  introduce  any  measure  founded 
upon  the  Report  made  by  the  Commiiaion 
of  Inquiry  into  the  state  of  Turnpike 
Trusts  ? 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  said,  the  Report  was 
still  under  the  consideration  of  the  Secre* 
tary  for  the  Home  Department. 

Cot  NTT  Courts.]    The  Earl  of  Lm* 
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c<^  begged  leave  Co  tuggett  that  the  Qo- 
TerDment  ought  to  propose  a  resolotion 
auspending  further  prooeedinga  in  the  na- 
meroui  Small  Debt  Bills  that  were  before 
the  House,  as  they  were  likely  to  be  su- 
perseded by  the  Uouoty  Courts  Bill.  It 
would  sa?e  much  trouble  and  expense  to 
the  parties  concerned. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  on  a  former  occasion 
the  noble  Lord  had  benefited  from  a  Tithe 
Commutation  Bill  prepared  by  him  (Sir 
R.  Peel).  In  the  year  1837,  he  brought 
in  a  bill  for  the  introduction  of  County 
Courts.  He  did  not  mean  to  introduce 
that  bill  in  opposition  to  the  noble  Lord's ; 
but  if  there  was  no  objection  in  point  of 
form,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  be 
printed,  in  order  to  see  if  any  thing'could 
be  got  from  it. 

Lord  John  Ruisell  had  no  objection. 

Lord  Keane's  Annuity.]  On  the 
motion  of  Lord  John  Russell  the  House 
then  went  into  Commiltee,  on  Lord  Keaoe's 
Annuity  Bill. 

On  the  first  clause, 

Mr.  Ewart  moved  that  all  the  words 
after  "  Lieutenant-general  Lord  John 
Keane,"  be  left  out.  The  object  of  his 
motion  was,  that  the  pension  of  3,000/. 
should  be  granted  only  for  the  life  of  Lord 
Keane,  and  not  be  extended  to  his  two 
next  surviving  heirs.  He  begged  the 
House  to  understand  that  in  the  first  place 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
bench  below,  as  to  the  brilliant  services 
which  had  been  performed  by  Lord  Keane. 
The  motion  which  he  made  reflected  neither 
upon  his  gallantry  as  a  soldier  nor  his 
character  as  a  man.  In  the  next  place  he 
coincided  with  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
general  principle  that  the  Peerage  might 
be  the  reward  of  merit.  He  remembered 
well,  and  the  historical  memory  of  the 
noble  Lord  would  enable  him  to  remember 
better  the  words  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
(in  his  well-known  speech  on  limiting  the 
Peerage)  that  such  honours  were  better 
derived  from  merit,  than  'through  Uie 
winding-sheet  of  some  decrepid  Lord,  or 
the  grave  of  an  extinct  noble  family." 
And  this  was  done,  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
proceed  to  add— 

"  Patere  honoris  scirent  ut  cuncti  viam.'' 

But  he  would  remind  the  noble  Lord 
that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  added  after- 
wards,   that  the   independence  of  die 


Peerage  was  best 
pensions.  It  might  be  said,  that  tbew 
were  three  waya  in  which  the  PeerafU 
was  bestowed.  It  might  be  beatowtad  oA 
men  of  vast  property,  and,  in  that  caatv  it 
went  to  create  the  moat  colossal  ariattt^ 
cracy,  which  bad  ever  (aa  some  tbooghtX 
adorned,  or  (as  others,  unjustly  in  Us 
opiDion,  thought)  encurobereid  a  oottntsy. 
It  might  also  be  conferred  aa  the  nmuA 
of  great  and  eminent  services,  espe«iaUjr 
in  the  array  and  navy ;  and  aeoompaaiai 
by  a  perpetual  pension,  aa  in  the  caae  of 
the  Dukia  of  Marlborough  and  the  Dnka 
of  Wellington ;  lastljf  it  might  be  coak 
ferred  in  cases  like  this,  with  a  temporary 
not  a  perpetual  peaakm.  This  coaiee 
eooner  or  later  proonoed  a  poor  Peefage. 
A  poor  Peerage  waa  apt  to  degenarata 
into  a  dependent  Peerage,  and  tbea  h 
assumed  the  oharaoter  of  the  Fitaah 
peerage  before  the  RevolutKMi.  ft  api^ 
peered  to  him  that  the  bill  oombkieid 
many  disadvantages  under  the  abapa  in 
which  h  was  then  presented  to  the  ileaae. 
It  gave  to  the  descendants  of  Lord  Keaaa 
enough  to  make  them  idle,  and  VQt 
enough  to  make  them  ladependeot;  it 
made  tliem  deipeodentfor  twogeneralkNie, 
and  paupers  ever  after.  It  bestowed  oa 
them  a  dignity  without  giving  tbeoi  the 
means  of  maintaining  it.  He  eoafeieed 
that  he  thought  the  l^towal  t>f  Peeiagea 
for  life  would  be  found  a  beneficial  nieah 
sure  in  modem  times,  and  he  was  per- 
suaded that  that  they  were  fully  coa* 
atitutional.  But  be  that  as  it  might, 
the  grant  was  one  which  tbe  House 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  sanction. 
It  woukl  be  much  better  to  give  Loid 
Keane  a  large  sum  of  money  as  eovipeii- 
sation  for  his  eervices,  than  give  lifa 
posterity  that  false  support.  But  he  Mt 
sure  that  the  subjeict  ought  to  be  looked  at 
in  two  points  of  view.  First,  what  waa 
their  dutv  to  their  country  ?  It  appealed 
to  him  that  as  they  were  called  ujpon  to 
reward  simply  the  personal  exertione  of 
Lord  Keane,  the  reward  should  be  pure^ 
personal.  The  next  ouestion  waS|  what 
was  their  duty  to  Lord  Keane.  He  should 
be  rewarded ;  but  hu  children,  instead  of 
being  brought  up  in  a  state  of  splendid 
dependence,  should  be  taught  to  depead 
upon  their  own  exertions.  For  thifie 
reasons  he  felt  it  bis  duty  to  submit  t|^e 
motion  to  the  House.  .  ^ 

Captaia  HamUtM  said,  that  alAwpi 
he  could  not  agree  with  M  that  tbe  hieUt 
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Member  (Mt.  Ewart)  had  uid,  he  artived 
MX  the  uone  conclusion.  If  the  (jueatioo 
were,  whether  any  pension  at  all  should 
be  granted  to  ihe  noble  Lord  who  was  the 
subject  of  debate,  he  shoold  Teel  consi- 
derable difficulty  to  say  do  to  it,  because 
it  might  appear  ungracious  in  the  House 
to  refuse  pecuniary  recompense  to  the  gal- 
lant Officer  who  had  received  so  distin- 
gviihed  a  mark  of  her  Majesty's  approba- 
tion. Yet  when  the  question  was  the 
amount  of  ihet  recompense,  he  thought 
every  Member  should  give  his  vole  accord- 
ing to  his  own  opinion.  He  regretted  that 
he  was  called  upon  as  an  individual  Mem- 
ber to  give  any  vole  at  all  upon  this  mo- 
tion ;  and  he  considered  it  a  qneslion  that 
did  not  raise  the  character  of  that  roost 
important  branch  of  the  service  to  which 
Lord  Keane  belonged,  because  although 
he  did  not  Tor  a  moment  question  the  right 
of  the  Sovereign  to  create  any  number  of 
Peers,  yet  he  did  question  Ihe  policy  of 
pursuing  that  course  which  alloned  the 
people  out  of  doors,  and  the  public  gene, 
rally,  to  suppose  that  ihe  creation  of  a 
peersge,  and  tlie  granting  of  a  pension, 
must  go  hand  in  hand.  Feeling  ns  he  did 
upon  the  subjecl,  he  should  give  his  vole 
in  favour  of  the  shorter  period. 

Sir  John  Hobhouse  could  not  sar  that 
either  the  hon.  Genileraan  who  ha^  just 
sat  down,  or  tlic  hon.  Member  for  Wigan. 
had  rione  anything  mure  than  excrcine  their 
undoubted  ri):ht  in  que.stinning  ibc  pro- 
priety H' the  viile,  anil  taking  the  sense  of 
the  Hiiuse  upon  it.  With  respect  to  the 
argument  urged  by  his  bun.  I'riend  the 
"  mberfor  Wigan  (Mc   Ewart), 
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was  in  pi»petuity,hii  (Sir  John  Hahboon's) 
answer  to  that  was,  that  ber  Majerty'a  Oo- 
vemment  had  not  thought  it  niiL— ly  to 
fallow  that  course  in  the  toesent  cms, 
but  had  preferred  doing  that  whidi  had 
been  done  in  the  last  instanee,  lumdf, 
in  the  case  of  Lord  Seaton.  A  mm 
deal  that  had  been  addressed  to  the  Houae 
by  his  boa.  Friend  had  reference  to  peei^ 
ages  themselves,  and  he  had  stated  that 
peerages  ought  only  to  be  granted  for  lifej 
but  as  the  present  peerage  was  eiwited  to 
Lord  Keane  and  his  nicceasors,  ue  princi- 
ple laid  down  by  his  bon.  Friend  eould  not 
apply.  He  would,  with  the  penninm  of 
the  House,  mention  three  or  four  itutoncM 
in  which  provision  had  been  made  for  the 
successors  of  Peers  to  whom  pensioai  hod 
been  granted.  In  the  case  of  Lud  Bererfbrd, 
2,000/.  a-year  was  granted  to  him,  and  to  hia 
heirs  male  for  ever>  Lord  Coinbermeie  hod 
2,000/.  a-year  granted  to  him  and  the  two 
next  succegBiirB  to  the  family :  2,000/.  B-jriH' 
was  granted  to  Lord  Hilt  and  his  hein  Cor 
ever.  In  the  case  of  Lord  Lyndoeli, 
2,000/.  3-year  was  granted  to  him  and  the 
holder  of  the  title  for  ever ;  and  in  the  coK 
of  Lord  SeaUm  last  year,  2,000L  a-yow 
was  granted  to  his  Lordship  and  the  two 
succeeding  inheritors  of  the  title.  Aftv 
mentioniof;  those  instances  he  thought  hia 
hua.  Friend  would  lay  that,  instead  id 
making  an  extravagant  demand,  they  wen 
only  ahking  the  Houkc  to  comply  with  aa 
ordinary  custom,  and  were,  in  fact,  aaking 
Icsd  fur  Lord  Keane  than  had  been  granted 
in  !«veral  formtr  instances.  The  boa. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  shakes  his  head  aa 
if  denying  that  the  services  of  Lord  Keaao 
ight   to  be   comjiarcd  to  those  of  Lord 


take  the  liberty  nf  saying  that  a  good  deal  {  Seaton,  but  last  year,  when  the  servicea  J 
addresxcd   to  ihc  Houae  |  l^rd    Seaton    were  to  be   rewarded,    ho 


IS  mthei 


medt< 


say  that  if  the  pension  were  grunlcd 
perpetuity  there  wuuld  l>e  soineihiog  Imi: 
common  !<enAe  in  it,  Mcing  that  the  I'eeragc 
was  granted  in  pt'rjwtuily.  He  had  nlsd 
understood    his   hon.    Friend    to 


said  they  were  nothing  as  compared  to  tbt 
crviccs  of  Lord  Keane  and  the  other  heroa 
if  Gusncc.  now  when  Lord  Keane  was  to 
ic  rewarded,  bis  Mrvicx's  were  said  to  ho 
Kit  of  so  important  a  nature  as  to  cntitlo 
lim  to  the  usual  dislinctinns  of  *udi 
If   his    hon.    Friend    conceivod 


amount  was  not  sufficient.     [.Mr.  Ewarl,  '  that  even    previous    to    the    laic    i 

No,  no.^     What  his  hon.  Friend  said  was,  i  l.ori1  Keanc's  scn-iees  had  not  beenof  tha 

that  it  was  cither  too  much  or  not  cnoiigb.    most  extensive  and  brilliant  deacription,  ~ 


Her  Majesty's  (>ovcmn)cnt 

grant  of  this  nature  could 

Sited  by  precedent  as  to  th 

his  hon.  Friend  contended  that  nothi 

all  ought  to  be  granted  bcyund  the 

I..ord  Keane,  he  could  then  understand  him 


))roposing  a  i  had  been  greatly  misinformed.  Since  ha  cs> 
y  be  rcgii-  I  tcred  the  urmy  in  1793  there  was  not  a  part 
amount.     If  i  of  the  globe  in  which  tbc  Britidi  anuMd 
distinguished  themselves  whereLord  Kaono 
had  not  ser^-ed.     He  bad  fought  in  all  tha 
great  actions  in  Egypt.     "   •    ■       ■  -  •  ■ 


hut  if  ho  said  that  the  pension  ought  to  be  i  the  taking  of  Martinique.     He 
{nnted  in  perpetuity,  because  the  Peerage    manded  in  the  last  At 


Ik 


1137 


Lordita 


{if«.a6) 


ti« 


joined  Iha  Duke  of  WelUngton  Ju«t  after 
Uw  battle  of  Sakmanca,  nid  wat  engaged 
in  eforr  general  aotiott  from  that  time^ 
and  commanded  a  brigade,  till  the  cloee  of 
the  war  at  the  nMxj  of  Toolouae.  Hi& 
loag  career  of  nearly  half  a  century,  hatl 
been  crowned  by  the  Affghan  csmpugn. 
Aa  the  ooune  now  propoeed  had  dwaye 
been  the  luual  mode  in  rewarding  ler- 
Ticei,  he  considered  it  would  be  an  in- 
juttics  to  Lord  Keaoe  not  to  adopt  it, 
and  unless  be  beard  more  than  hit  hon. 
Fiiend  the  Member  for  Winn  had  suted, 
he  thought  the  Houk  of  Commoni  wouU 
not  heritate  to  grant  to'a  gallant  officer  that 
which  had  been  conceded  to  others  under 
Bmilar  drcumstancea. 

Lord  Wortley  could  not  u«  that  the 
Hual  mode  wni  the  beat  posuble  way  of 
rewarding  public  serTices.  He  thought  it 
would  be  adriuble  to  have  a  change,  but 
aa  the  grant  of  2,000/.  a  year,  with  revet- 
aion  to  the  two  neit  heira,  had  been  pro- 
posed, he  ahonld  be  torry  to  offer  any  op- 
poaition  to  it.  It  would  be  better,  how- 
ever, if  it  were  underatood,  that  when  b 
grant  of  puUic  money  was  propoied  to  be 
giren  to  any  individual,  instead  of  eon. 
liauing  a  pension  to  the  heirs,  to  give 
the  party  so  rewarded  a  lar^rsnni.  The 
only  difficulty  in  this  course  was,  that  it 
would  tend  to  create  pauper  PeerB,bui,  as 
(his  would  be  known,  the  party  would 
have  the  option  of  refusing  the  peerage  IT 
he  pleased. 

Mr.  (TaUotre  said,  that  the  people  oui 
of  doors  did  not  care  how  often  Ihi 
Crown  eiercised  its  undoubted  privilegi 
of  making  Peer;,  but  they  objected 
■Irongly  to  the  practice  of  conferring  u 
upon  those  who  could  not  support  the 
peerage  without  putting  their  hands  into 
the  pockets  of  the  people.  On  thesi 
grounds  be  should  support  the  amend 
nient.  He  was  not  led  away  by  what  bad 
been  said  by  the  right  faon.  Baronet  th> 
President  of  the  Board  of  Control.  Hi 
had  alluded  to  the  services  of  Lord 
Keane.  He  (Mr.  Wallace)  did  not  objeci 
to  Lord  Keane,  but  he  did  object  to  bis 
progeny ;  he  did  object  to  conferring  thi 
pension  upon  bis  sons.  They  had  fongli 
no  battles  for  the  people  of  England.  J 
any  Gentleman  woold  get  up  and  aho< 
him  that  these  young  geotlmeii  had 
fought  any  battles  for  the  country,  then 
he  wonid  reconsider  the  matter ;  bat  h 
would  not  consent  to  give  the  pei^' 
money  to  thow  who  bad  dont  nothfai|  lo 


it.  He  •boalS)  tberofbre  vote  far  dit 
amendment,  and  he  would  aee  if  he  coiiM 
aot  frame  a  Teaolulioa,  upon  the  thM 
reading  of  the  IhII,  to  recommend  ibe  pif 
sent  adviaera  of  the  Crown,  in  all  time  to 
come,  to  beware  of  giving  the  peeragi-to 
those  who  could  not  do  without  p 
also, 

Mr.  Hme  mid,  the  right  bun.  1 
liad  pat  a  constmetion  npon  what  fUl  ikvm 
him  on  a  fiwrner  otaAm  whkh  coaU  iM 
be  maintained,  when  be  alluded  to  Ua 
comparisoa  between  Sir  John  CdbonM  and 
Lord  Keane.  The  Honse  was  awn«  tkat 
u  that  tfane  it  was  decided  that  Lead  K«mm 
ihould  have  no  reward — that  waaperftelly 
well  known-  He  spoke  then  Iram  wbtt 
WHS  the  current  report.  He  had  adnd  lilt 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  other  enreni^  w^ 
this  reward  was  conferred  so  long  amr  n* 
eonfcTring  the  boootu.  No  answer  WM 
1 ;  but  thenby  hung  a  tale;  It  had 
mual  to  reward  offioen  muiieatld 
vrith  the  East-India  service-  at  in  the  eaa 
of  the  hfai^uesBofWelkaley  andtheMar- 
luess  of  Hastiuga — out  of  the  revenaca  of 
jidia,  and  not  out  of  the  pockets  of  Am 
people.  When  Ministers  proposed  to  grant 
a  pmaion  to  Lord  Seaton,  he  (Mi;  Hume) 
ot^ected  altogether  to  the  profiNnd  i«waia< 
He  considered  that  his  service  did  not  en- 
title him  to  anything  of  the  kind  j  that 
they  were  the  most  objectionable  serricea 
that  had  ever  been  performed.  He  oiu^t 
to  have  been  brought  to  trial  insteaa  of 
receiving  a  reward.  He  allowed  that  the 
services  of  Lord  Keane  were  more  valnaUn 
than  those  of  Lord  Seaton,  because  he  1m^ 
served  British  intereats  in  India.  TIm 
Oovemment,  however,  sbotild  have  bid 
before  the  House  the  oorreapondenoe  whiA 
had  taken  place  betweoi  them  and  the  East 
India  Houae  so  that  nttUament  mii^t  1« 
made  acquunted  with  the  ntgotittaooM  on 
the  Bobiecl.  An  hon.  GeDtleman  oppoJtb 
had  said,  that  the  East  India  IMieetaiB  hU 
citpressed  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  man 
to  the  honour  at  the  eonntty  that  Lad 
Keane  should  be  paid  oat  of  the  pnUe 
revenue.  He  (hir.  Hume)  did  not,  hvir* 
ever,  think  so;  because  it  was  the  Eai* 
India  Company  that  had  princ^ally  bene* 
fited  by  Laird  Keane's  aervxea.  And,  afts 
all,  had  not  ihtm  asrvicea  been  giealljr 
exanerated?  It  vras  wdl  known  Hmt 
Lori^eane  had  attea^ted  to  take  Ghainii{> 
without  battering  gnn^  and  if  it  had  aq| 
been  taken  by  sanria^  Am  expedltlM 
would  hare  been  »  fiillure.  BedUe^Cd^ 
nd  Daof  wh  the  pcmm  who  had  WnM 
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•tanrming  partyi  and  to  him  the  greatest  hot  far  the  captnre  of  Uiefqrt  of  Ghai 

nerit  was  due ;  and  yet  his  ckinis  pasKd  and  he  had  sfaovn  kow  little  Livd  K 

unnoticed.     He  oould  produce  a  number  was  entitled  to  the  fiarj  of  tlnl 

of  Indian  newsp^iers  oontaining  complaints  There  were  not  nanr  lewaida  gi* 

on  that  subject.    Such  publications  might  such  serrioes,  and  hoo.  Memhen 

be  treated  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  therefore  use  soae  dkcrimiBBtiDa  i 

tieated  them,  but  public  opinion  in  India  The  present  was  a  nust  inopportyi 

was  not  to  be  5o  treated.     All  the  army  for  making  pecuniair  grants^  wl 

knew  that  when  a  retreat  was  sounded  hr  dnances  wne    in   so    disliaHd 

mistake^  Colonel  Denny  had  rallied  them  They  were  alo  inrerting  tlw 

and  carried  the  fortress*     And  what  re-  things  in  this  oountrT.     They  ought 

ward  was  olTered  to  Colonel  Denny  r    The  have  a  rich,  independent  aiialocaef,  i 

person  who  stood  aloof  bod  no  more  to  do  not  a  poor,  psurer,^  and  dcpcndeBK  oue.     Ift 

with  the  oiuture  of  Ghuzncc,  than  a:iy  was  on  that  pnaciple  that  he    '^      * 

person  in  a  distant  country.     But  suppose  c^pontion  to  the  proent  mea 

he  had,  let  them  look  to  the  capture  of  trusted  that  on  the  third  reating  llse 

Serineapatamj  to  the  battle  o^  .Assayc,  and  would  nyect  the  bill  altogether, 
the  adbicrments  in  BeugdL    The  deeds  of .      Sir  R,  Peel  said,  that  be  would  giim  bk 

Lord  Wellesley  had  been  ten  time«  more  support  to  a  grant  of  '2fiQ0L  a  year  ta 

briUant  than  those  of  Loni  Keane,  and  was  Lord  Keane,  and  he  thoogkt  k  was  baldly 

there  any  Peerage  offered  or  (icnsiou  pro-  fair  to  uke  eicepcions  to  the  bnUiaat  aoa- 

posed  for  him  ?     He  thought,  thcrefon:.  f kes  the  noble  Lord  bad  perftuved.   TW 

they  were  making  a  dL^ruportionate  reword  peerage  had  been  granted  br  ihe  Cfowa. 

alt^ther  for  such  on  oniiniry  trouaction  and  ought  not  to  be  qaes;ioatd.  but  k 
as  the  capture  of  Ghuince.     Ho  thought '  was  cot  quite  so  clear  that  the  Eail  ludiu 

it  the  duty  of  the  GoTcmmcat  to  apportion  Company  ouiiht  not  to  pay  oat  of  &a  iu» 

rewards  for  military  serrices  according  to  vcnscscf  lod^the  rewvdof  LocdKoaau'b 

their  merit,  and  not  to  select  the  iaiiriduol  serrces.     If  the  com(KUiT  icfaacd  la  da 

of  all  others  the  least  desin:us  of  them,  ^q^   ^^j^  y^^  thought   ihit   an 

In  the  second  pUv,  he  objected  to  the  sys-  ^j-gi^i  ^^^  ^^  j^  t^ten  in  this 


tube 

when  so  much  distn.^  pre^-^dlcd  in"  the  ^T;™;;;  i^VJ  ^^7o'  i7«*" 

county.     How  many  ^>encn*,  a.ma«  in  a  ^,  .u^  ^;^,^^  j,^^    ^^^^^  ^.^ 

state  of  desutution,  w.Hi.i  be  coined  upor.  ^,-.,^^^»  ,„.u,  ,^iL=^,  rV  .-•- 

to  contribute   to   this  ivnaoon.^     He   tw-  L^.rT."k,  «.  '.^     ^i_     "^ 

lieved  the  GovemmcxU  hai  not   thoucht  *  •.  ,.^      _     .      t.  i  JZ^v 

T II-  _i      .-  V-  ^2  r4ir  arrarvfctneot.     It  wossohi,  that  H 

Lord  Keane  s  service  wortLr  ol  this  reward.  i    .  ^  i.  .*    ,     * 

^_  »u,^ ,1^  ^  V.  'a-      I  J  usual   to  gran:   u:cse   re^arus  fi 

or  thcv  would  not  hare  succrvd  so  muc:;        vi-    «     ^        «.-         t  t 


dekT  io  1l»«  ukea  pUcc.    With  i««ct    T^'^}^*-  .New.  ik«  F««f*n«» 


MC.    With  ittMct    {-•"•V'"'"-  .-'^--     ^        , 
•or  hU  KrTi«  ir.    ^•'*"^  *«  cuKcciArj  w  fwihi*  k 


raised  to  the  Peentgc  for  bU  Krriow  ir.  '^•'*"'  *«  o*.*.-'^"  w  pcviwc  r^^uv 
th«t  i«n  of  the  xrorid  bet  L.-rd  Luc :  bu:  ^^^.-'.'^'J  **^«*  '^^  l3«:.'\-'«:  ^  tl>*  /« 
e  w«  no  compirJor  b*;^cca  th*  -til-    "•'*  '"«  ^■•-"«=-^  •  ^'  "  ^-■■'*'  "*'«  »•  *« 


liant  eip:.Hts  of  that  .xinn:a:vi.r.  ar.d  thv^ii:  -«-.  fiu^-"  S»*  *"  ^^  a»cieat 

of  Lord  Keoae.     Urd  Lake  *  iva.<vyi  was  *'^^^-^,  '^'^^^  *''^'-  '^:  ^'**'  ihroagn 

be  bdiered.  fivxa  the  Cr.wr..     He  vMr.  ^■v>^^i.*«J*-   '^^^   i«  «f7«  had 

Hiuae)  thought  tlut  :hc  H.^t:*:,   la  tV  ^/^J'"'!.:*  a^»a=tii:^  c^  .he  cv>CBpai9. 

pcaaent  uader  d»nusi».   w**uli  ^xiirao*-  *'""•  *^  £^*-«  i  >£-ira^:  b«:,  todtbeoo^ 

aadhjdoutz«|ecd.  tLeuxu:;jC».::he«>I<x  ^^^»  .i*^<v:  -:=   -'e  x-c^ar.  nicb  l^y 


B<x;gal  array.     He  o«d  a.x  w^.^  =  ^r.:    =>:«  *sx=:<ii  :o  uircw  sjca  tbe 

ssoae  tj*  tb*  cucuaxy.  be  Vacw  i;  ••!*:  tixl-    fs^^rol.j.   he   ■v:Jc   iaf^s  be«a 

t»   01    d»sstu£a:tkci  w«a    »s:u:A?<Ai.    :vaix.  *ri  w.i  ^;xa:  au^ 


ii.:>.    ><■.*.  :."  :de-;  « :«^'«s^     la  ay 


^"^■^    •*:*  Loci  Ka=sc^     V:.*;    ^-cv:--^    1-  *»f«  .-^  .r-i  ftf  *^  wv»  cif  ibc 
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taking  of  a  particular  fortress,  but  to 
bear  in  mind  also  the  important  conse- 
quences which  attached  to  and  followed 
his  success.  He  thought  the  determina- 
tion of  Lord  Keane  to  advance  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed  did  him  as  much,  if  not  more  cre- 
dit, than  the  capture  of  Ghuznee.  When 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Kil- 
kenny, last  year  thought  the  Government 
had  no  intention  to  reward  Lord  Keane, 
he  had  detracted  from  the  merits  of  Lord 
Seaton,  and  held  up  Lord  Keane  as  far 
more  entitled  to  a  pension.  The  moment, 
however,  that  it  was  proposed  to  reward 
Lord  Keane,  then  he  said  **  a  certain  se- 
cret, which  was  known  to  the  whole  of 
India,  ought  to  prevent  a  reward  from 
being  granted,  as  Lord  Keane  had  no 
credit  in  the  capture  of  Ghuznee,  and 
that  all  the  credit  was  due  to  Colonel 
Denny."  The  facts,  however,  remained 
the  same^  and  how  the  hon.  Gentleman 
could  reconcile  his  statement  last  year 
with  his  present  statement,  he  was  cer- 
tainly at  a  loss  to  know.  Last  year  he 
had  praised  the  brilliant  services  of  Lord 
Keane,  and  now  he  said  that  all  India 
would  be  indignant  if  a  reward  were 
granted  to  that  noble  Lord.  For  himself, 
had  Lord  Keane  performed  no  other  ser- 
vices than  those  which  he  performed  in 
India,  he  should  have  been  prepared  to 
agree  to  this  reward.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  moved  for  certain  papers  relative 
to  the  services  of  Lord  Keane ;  and  if  it 
appeared  from  those  documents  that  he 
had  been  long  and  actively  engaged  in 
the  service  of  his  country — that  he  had 
run  through  a  brilliant  career  during  forty 
years,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  rather 
hard  for  the  hon.  Gentleman  to  say,  that 
Lord  Keane's  services  were  not  entitled  to 
consideration.  Rewards,he  acknowledged, 
of  this  description,  ought  to  be  granted 
sparingly ;  but  he  should  be  sorry  in  the 
present  instance  to  see  an  exception  made 
to  the  general  practice.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, as  he  had  at  first  stated,  that  the 
company  ought  to  have  paid  the  reward  ; 
and  he  hoped  it  might  not  yet  be  too  late 
for  them  to  participate  in  the  honour 
which  his  country  was  disposed  to  bestow 
upon  Lord  Keane. 

Sir  /.  Hothouse  said,  in  reference  to 
the  complaint  of  Major  Denny  and  Co- 
lonel Thompson  having  been  passed  un- 
noticed, it  did  so  happen  that  Lord  Keane, 
in  bis  despatchesi  did  mention  in  express 


terms  the  gallantry  of  Major  Denny ;  ami, 
with  respect  to  Colonel  Thompson,  be 
himself  had  had  the  honour  of  recom^ 
mending  that  gallant  Officer  for  promo- 
tion to  the  dignity  of  a  knight  compenimi 
of  the  Bath. 

Mr.  Hume  explained,  that  if  he  htd 
known  all  the  circumstances  at  the  time 
he  extolled  Lord  Keane,  he  would  not 
have  done  so. 

Mr.  Hogg  was  not  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronets  suggestion  should 
have  met  with  a  favourable  reception  from 
the  House.  It  was  very  easy,  and  very 
agreeable  too,  to  be  liberal  with  other 
peoples  money,  but  that  was  a  description 
of  generosity  to  which  the  directors  of  the 
East  India  Company  made  no  pretension. 
They  admitted  as  freely  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  distinguished  services  of  Lofd 
Keane,  and  that  he  had  well  merited  the 
peerage  which  had  been  bestowed  upon 
him ;  but  they  did  not  admit  that  the 
pension  for  the  due  maintenance  of  that 
dignity  should  be  paid  from  their  resources. 
They  were  bound  to  administer  with  li- 
berality, but  at  the  same  time  with  becom* 
ing  frugality  the  revenues  derived  from 
the  people  of  India,  and  he  maintained 
that  if  they  consented  to  pay  this  pension, 
they  would  be  extracting  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  of  that  country  money, 
which  they  were  not  in  any  point  of  view 
bound  to  pay.  He  would  be  able  to  prove 
this  both  from  principle  and  precedent. 
He  did  not  consider  that  the  honor  of  the 
peerage  had  been  conferred  on  Lord 
Keane  solely  for  the  capture  of  Ghuznee. 
That  noble  Lord  bad  rendered  great  and 
distinguished  services  to  his  country  in 
Egypt,  in  the  West  Indies,  in  America,  on 
the  peninsula,  and  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  and  the  capture  of  Ghuznee  was  only 
the  consummation  of  his  military  glory. 
The  only  case  he  recollected  in  which  a 
peerage  had  been  bestowed  for  services 
performed  in  India,  was  that  of  Lord 
Lake.  There  the  services  performed  were 
peculiarly  Indian,  and  their  locality  was 
strongly  marked  by  the  grant  of  the  pen. 
sion  having  been  made  retrospective  and 
payable  from  the  date  of  the  battle  at 
Delhi.  That  pension  was  granted  by  Par- 
liament, and  no  one  contended  that  it 
ought  to  have  been  paid  from  the  resources 
of  India.  Was  there  any  man,  however, 
in  this  House,  who  would  say  that  the 
capture  of  Gubznee  and  the  campaign  in 
Afghanistan  were  purely  Indian  t    Whali 
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had  they  no  reference  to,  and  no  bearing  ^ote  against  the  grant  to  the  next  two  in 

apon   European  policy  ?     Have  they  not  succession  to  Lord  Keane. 
notoriously  mixed  up   with  our  Persian        Sir  Charles  Burrell  supported  the  rote« 

relations  and  our  apprehensions  of  Rus-  Those  who  objected  to  it  did  not  coosider 

aian  intrigue  and  aggression  ?    With  these  the  importance  of  the  East  India  posies* 

considerations   present   to   his  mind,  he  sions  to  this  country.      He  thought  this 

contended  that  instead  of  the  East  India  reward  was  well  meiited,  and  he  shoold^ 

Company  being  called   upon  to  pay  this  therefore  vote  in  favour  of  it. 

Einsion,  they  might  fairly  call  upon  this        Mr.  Muntz  objected  to  the  grant.     He 

ouse  to  defray  half  the  expenses  of  the  thought  if  they  bad  done  wrong  on  one 

campaign  in   Afghanistan.      He  begged  occasion  it  was  no  reason  why  they  should 

further  to  remind  the  House,  that  while  continue  to  do  so.     He  would  never  vote 

our  civil  and   military  establishments  in  to  tax  future  generations.  He  should  vole 

every  other  British  possession  and  colony  for  the  amendment,  because  he  could  not 

had  been  maintained  at  great  expense  to  do  better. 

the  mother  country,  every  such  establish-       The  Committee  divided  on  the  question, 

ment  in  India  had  been  paid  for  by  the  that  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  oat 

people  of  that  country.     He  did  not  say  stand  part  of  the  clause : — Ayes   177  ; 

it  was  unjust  that  such  expences  should  Noes  74  : — Majority  103. 
be  borne  by  them,  he  thought  it  was  fit 

and  proper' that  it  should  be  so;  but  it  ^^'  of  the  Ayes. 

was  carrying  the  matter  rather  too  far  to  ^dand.  Sir  T.  D.  Gladstone,  J.  N. 

require  them  to  pay  the  pension  of  a  dis-  Adam,  Admiral  Gordon,  R. 

tioguished  militery  officer  who  had  served  Alston,  It.  Goulburn,  rt.  bn.  H. 

hii  country    throughout    the   world    for  Archbold,  R.  G rattan,  J. 

nearly  half  a  century  because  he  had  con-  Bailey,  J.  jun.  Grattan,  II. 


uLj    u         r  '^  u*  '^-.u-      .u  c  e  ''•a^e,  w,  J.  Herncs,  rt.  bn.  J.  C. 

had   been  fought  withm   the  confines  of  Botfield,  B.  Hobhouse,ri.hn.Sir  J. 

Europe.     He   disclaimed  the  imputation  Bramstoii,  T.  W.  Hodgson,  It 

of  illiberality  cast  upon  the  East   India  Broadwood,  H.  Hogg,  J.  W. 

Company  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  Buck,  L.  W.  Holmes,  hon.  W.  A. 

believed  it  was  novel.    He  had  heard  that  5"!'®^'  ^f      ^  Holmes,  W. 

body  charged  with  imprudence  and  extra-  u      u  il-   A  \\?^'  *!®?'  ^'^  — 

vagince.  but  this  was  the  first  time  he  ?L''b'en 's^r'n  "oward,  hon,  C.W,0. 

L  J  I-       J  ^L  i_         I     -^L   'ii'i  ^^ampbell,  air  11.  tluffhes,  W.  B. 

had  ever  heard  them  charged  with  illibe-  Chetwynd,  Major  Ingcstrie,  Viscoeet 

rality.     He  did  not,  however,  complain;  Chichester,  Sir  B.  Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 

on  the  contrary,  he  felt  pleased  and  gra-  Clay,  W.  Jackson,  Mr.  Serfeaul 

tified,   and  could    not  resume   his   seat  Clerk,  Sir  G.  Jenkins,  Sir  R. 

without  expressing  his  thanks  to  the  right  ^^^^^'  ^*^^'^'}}\  ^"'^»  ^' 

hon.  Baronet  for  throwing  upon  the  direc-  J:;^»»''?i°«»  Sir  T.  J.  Labouchere,rt  .hon.H. 

ron'i". tT !""" ""rT' "" 'T-  cotplr/H:";  iz^: ui  1 

Utionw)  likely  to  render  them  popular,  Cowper,  hoD.  W.  F.  Lincoln.  Ear!  of 

and  which  could  not  fail  to  be  construed  Crawford,  W.  Listowell,  Earl  of 

as  only  evincing  on  their  part  due  discre-  Dalmeny,  Lord  Lockhart,  A.  M. 

tion  and  proper  frugality,  in  administer-  Dalrymple,  Sir  A.  Lowther,  J.  II. 

ing  the  rerenoes  of  the  Indian  empire.  Douglas,  Sir  C.  E.  Mackenxie,  T. 

Mr.  AgUonby  felt  himself  bound,  as  R!!!!L'!'/>"»'"'*'  ''^  Mackentie,  W.  F. 

one  of  tho«.  who  had  the  care  of  the  gj^t^^V.  T.  SSIl.^'J.''-'- 

public  money,  not  to   be    too  generous  Eliot,  Lord  MordaunL  Sir  J. 

in  giving  It  away.    He  hoped  the  Govern,  l^stcourt,  T.  Morgan,  O. 

ment  would  withdraw  this  clause  for  the  Evans,  Sir  De  L.  Morpeth,  Visoooat 

present,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  I'^ielden,  W.  Nceld,  J. 

the  East-India  Company  would  adopt  the  J^^fguson,  Sir  R.  A.  Pakington,  J.  S. 

suggestion  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  PJ'^'^'^"',^;^^  S*^r''2- 

G^^Sle^radTr-wa^"^  T"^  'I'  ^^^^  KSe'SS.-hon  Sir  If. 

Government  had  taken  was  neither  justi-  Fremantle,  Sir  T.  Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 

a  by  liberality  nor  economy.  He  should  Gladstone,  W.  £•  Ptmval,  Cohmal 
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PolhiU,  P. 
Protheroe,  £. 
Rae,  rL  bon.  Sir  W. 
Roche,  W. 
Rose,  It.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Rashbrookey  Colonel 
Rusbouty  G. 
Russelly  Lord  J. 
Scarlett,  bon.  J.  Y. 
Sheil,  rt.  bon.  R.  L. 
Sbirley,  E.  J. 
Smitb,  R.  V. 
Stanley,  bon.  £.  J. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Stock,  Mr.  Serjeant 


Styl«»8irC. 
Sugdeo,  rt  hoo.  Sir  £* 
Tafhell,  H. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vivian,  rt.  bn.SirR.H. 
Wbite,  H. 
Wbitmore,T.C. 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wood,  Col.  T. 
Wortley,  Lord 
Wyndban,  W. 
Yates,  J.  A. 
Young,  J. 
Young,  Sir  W, 

TELLERS. 

Seymour,  Lord 
Parker,  J. 


LUt  of  the  Noes. 


Acbeson,  Viscount 

Aglionby,  11.  A. 

Ainsworth,  P. 

Baines,  £. 

Bameby,  J. 

BeamiM,  F.  B. 

Berkeley,  bon.  C. 

Bewes,  T. 

Bowes,  J. 

Bridgraan,  II. 

Brodie,  W.  B. 

Brotherton,  J. 

Broworigg,  S. 

Bruges,  W.H.L. 

Cbalroers,  P. 

Collier,  J. 

Currie,  R. 

Dennistoun,  J. 

Duncombe,  T. 

Ellis,  W, 

Evans,  W. 

Fielden,  J. 

Ferguson,  Colonel 

Gillon,  W.  D. 

Gisbome,  T. 

Hall,  Sir  B. 

Hawes,  B. 

Hector,  C.  J. 

Hindley,  C. 

Howard,  P.  H. 

Hume,  J. 

Hutt,  W. 

Johnson,  (ieneral 

Jones,  J . 

Langdale,  hon.  C. 

Jjeader,  J.  T. 

Lister,  E.  C.  tellers. 

Lushington,  C.  Ew  art,  W. 

Marshall,  W.  Hamilton,  C.  J. 

Other  clauses  agreed  to. 
House  resumed. 

East-India  Rum.]  On  the  motioD 
of  M  r.  Labouchere^  the  House  went  into 
Committee  on  the  East-India  Rum  Duties' 
Bill. 

Dr.  Lushington  said,  that  it  was  not 


Marsland,  H. 
Melgund,  Viscount 
Morris,  D. 
Muntz,  G.  F. 
Parker,  R.  T, 
Pattison,  J. 
Pease,  J. 
Pecbell,  Captain 
Philips,  M. 
Redington,  T. 
Richards,  R, 
Rundle,  J. 
Salwey,  Cdonel 
Scholefield,  J. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Stansfieldy  W.  R.  C. 
Staunton,  Sir  6.  T. 
Steuart,  R. 
Stewart,  J. 
Strickland,  Sir  Q. 
Strutt,E. 
Thornely,  T. 
Tolleroacbe,  F.  J. 
Turner,  E. 
Turner,  W. 
Villiers,  hon.  C.  P. 
Wakley,  T. 
Wall,  C.  B. 
Wallace,  R. 
Warburton,  H. 
Wbite,  A. 

Wilbraham,  hon.  B. 
Williams,  W. 
Winnington,SirT.E. 
Wood,  B. 


intentkm  to  offer  any  mnarks  apoa  Iki 
bill  in  Its  present  stage.  He  woold  reserve 
what  be  Mtd  to  say  until  he^iad.eeni  all 
tbe  papers  upon  tbe  snbjeet 

Mr.  Labimchere  wisbed  tbe  House  la 
understand  that  altbougb  it  was  btended 
to  put  rum,  the  produeeof  tbe  sugar  caau- 
in  tbe  East  Indies,  upon  the  sane  IboiHf 
as  that  produced  in  the  West  lodieeTS 
was  not  intended  to  apply  tbe  priocipie  I* 
spirits  generallv.  Upon  clause  3,  he 
proposed  to  add  words,  gifing  to  the 
Governor-general  tbe  power  of  making  ve* 
gulatlons  for  the  purpose  of  preveutng 
frauds.  He  bad  considered  tbe  matter 
very  attentively,  and  fiound  It  nnpoesifale 
to  undertake  to  constitute  a  macbioeiw 
for  that  purpose,  at  least  until  tbey  bad 
seen  what  regulations  were  adopted  by 
tbe  Oovernor-generaly  and  bow  fiur  Cbey 
were  successful. 

Mr.  Hume  quite  agreed  with  the  boa. . 
Gentleman  on  that  subject.  He  thought 
that  every  colony  should  be  left  to  make 
its  own  regulations  on  these  subjects.  But 
he  could  not  help  regretting  that  tbe  Gsm- 
vemment  were  higgling  about  tbe  apMa 
to  which  the  propoeed  eqoaliiatioo  shodd 
be  extended.  Why  not  adnsit  allspiiitet 
He  had  hoped  that  a  more  liberal  poUey 
would  be  pursued,  and  that  they  wouli 
be  prepared  to  take  from  India  every 
article  which  they  required  forborne  ooii* 
sumption.  It  appeared  to  him  a  very 
insane  restriction.  Tbe  people  of  India 
were  as  much  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty 
as  we  were,  or  those  m  tbe  West  Indies^ 
and  there  ought  to  be  no  restriction  00 
tbe  intercourse  or  tbe  free  interchange  of 

firoduce  between  all.  Tbe  talk  of  Easip 
ndia  interests  and  West^Iodia  inteicata 
bad  been  tbe  bane  of  this  country.  Ha 
hoped  tbe  right  bon.  Gentleman  would 
introduce  a  clause  opening  the  trade  to  all 
spirits  made  in  India. 

Mr.  Labauekerw  hoped  tbe  House  would 
confine  itself  to  the  questkNi  then  befisea 
tbe  House.  He  bad  introduced  the  bill 
as  one  affecting  rum  only,  and  be  would 
think  he  was  committing  a  breach  of  faitk 
were  be  to  agree  to  tbe  suggeatkm  of  the 
hon.  Member.  He  bad  tMqueatwn  of 
free  intercourse  as  mudi  at  heart  as  the 
bon.  Gentleman,  but  be  thought  tbe  fim* 
sent  was  not  the  time  to  go  into  the  laifa 
questk>ns  that  would  be  opened  op  wen 
be  to  consideff  tbe  questkm  of  India  spifi|i 
generally.  .>  . 

Mr.  Gculbum  anggeated  that  mmMJmmi^ 
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ought  to  be  introduced,  in  order  to  secure 
that  no  rum  but  that  the  produce  of  the 
sugar  cane  was  introduced  under  this  bill. 
He  had  prepared  clauses  for  that  purpose, 
and  if  the  bill  should  go  through  Commit- 
tee, he  would  communicate  tncm  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  move  them  at 
a  future  stage. 

Mr.  Labouchere  did  not  think  there 
was  any  necessity  for  the  introduction  of 
such  provisions.  The  Customs  were  of 
that  opinion,  and  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  all  the  regulations  on  the 
subject  to  the  Indian  Government.  Every- 
body knew  that  rum  was  exported  from 
England  to  the  Continent,  ancl  that  three- 
fourths  of  that  was  British  spirit.  Now, 
all  he  desired  was,  that  that  superintend- 
ence should  be  exercised  over  the  manu- 
facture of  rum,  which  would  effectually 
guard  aeainst  those  abuses  which  they 
professed  to  guard  against. 

Mr.  Hawes  protested  against  the  whole 
h*ne  of  argument  adopted  in  the  present 
discussion.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Goulburn)  looked  to  his  own  especial 
interest,  and  not  to  that  of  the  public. 
Because,  if  it  was  the  interest  of  the  public 
to  have  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  rum, 
it  was  also  their  interest  to  have  it  cheap. 
He  considered  that  what  was  now  pro- 
posed was  a  most  useful  step.  The  ex- 
cise regulations  were  more  stringent  in 
the  East  Indies  than  in  the  West,  and 
he  quite  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  that  they  should  be  put  on  an  equal 
footing.  He  was  told  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  Member  for  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets, meant  to  bring  a  motion  before  the 
House  with  respect  to  the  subject  of 
slavery ;  when  that  motion  was  brought 
forward  it  would  be  seen,  that  free  labour 
was  a  far  greater  source  of  profit  than 
slave  labour.  lie  found  in  the  clause  the 
words  "  British  protection."  Now,  were 
not  all  those  places  to  which  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  he  considered  as  dependencies  of 
the  British  empire  ?  Were  they  not  all 
governed  by  officers  of  the  British  Crown, 
and  why  should  the  people  there  not  have 
the  benefit  of  their  protection. 

IMr.  (ionlhurn  denied  his  advocating  the 

interest  of  the  West  Indies  further  than  it 

coincided  with  the  intercut  of  the  public 

•,;rnorally. 
*V\\^Chnvcdlor^\fthc.Exi•hcqHer\^^o^^^hX 

liny  niicht  meet  all  the  olyccls  pro|"Kwo(l 

i^  lit*  gamed  by  the  clause  without  adopt- 


ing the  very  words  of  it.  He  certainly  had 
some  objection  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's clause  being  adopted  in  its  present 
state.  He  thought,  that  whateter  should 
be  done  agreeably  to  what  was  suggetled 
in  the  clause  should  be  done  in  ludia.  He 
was  satisfied  that  a  discretionary  power 
should  be  vested  in  the  Privy  Council  in 
this  country,  which  could  occasionally  be 
brought  into  action.  He  could  not  con- 
sent to  any  words  limiting  the  mode  in 
which  their  objects  were  to  be  car- 
ried into  effect,  and  conseiiuenlly  to  the 
words  proposed,  he  had  a  strong  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Warhurton  hoped  no  words  would 
be  introduced  into  the  bill,  subjecting  the 
produce  of  the  sugar  cane  to  any  other  re- 
strictions than  those  on  West  India  pro- 
duce. He  thought  that  any  prescription 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  Governor- 
general  of  India  should  carry  these  ob- 
jects into  effect  would  be  injurious  to  the 
East  India  interests;  and  he  thought  thia 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  words  propoaed 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  All  he 
(Mr.  Warburton)  wished  was,  that  the  re- 
strictions on  the  produce  of  both  coan- 
trics  should  be  precisely  the  same. 

Mr.  Palmer  thought,  that  if  this  eqaa« 
lization  of  duty  took  place,  the  Weat« 
Indies  were  in  justice  entitled  to  the  re- 
moval of  certain  restrictions  under  whwh 
they  laboured,  such  as  the  prohibitory 
duties  on  timber  and  provisions. 

Mr.  Shell  said,  their  object  was  to  In- 
troduce East  India  rum  at  the  same  duty 
as  the  rum  of  the  West-Indies,  but  to 
have  security  that  it  should  be  the  produce 
of  the  sugar  cane.  The  question  waa, 
how  could  they  obtain  that  object?  It 
appeared  to  him  that  the  means  must  be 
lefi  with  those  who  were  most  conversant 
with  the  country, 

Mr.  Hogg  agreed  in  all  that  had  been 
said  respecting  the  understanding  that  the 
duty  on  sugar  being  equalised,  the  duly 
should  be  aUo  equalised  on  rum,  being  the 
produce  of  the  su;;ar  cane. 

Mr.  Labouchere  said,  that  he  would  en- 
deavour to  mtel  the  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite. 

Clause  agreed  to  wiih  amendments. 

Bill  reported,  with  amendments,  ilaiise 
resumed. 

llri.L  Docks.]  Mr. //u/t  movetl,  that 
tho  niiiHites  of  the  evidence  takt-n  durinr 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament  befwe  the 
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committee  of  the  Hull  IX>ck«  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  aud  priiitedi  The  tdbjeet 
was  mor6  of  a  public  than  a  private 
nature;  and  he,  therefore,  hoped  the 
House  would  not  refuse  his  motion. 

Mr.  Sheil  thought  it  would  be  of  mnch 
use  to  the  public  to  hi^ve  the  evidence  in 
question  printed,  because  it  involved  a 
saving,  perhaps  of  6,000/.  or  7,000/.  a 
year  to  the  State. 

Mr.  Ooulburn  deprecated  the  practice 
of  pridting  evidence  before  private  bill 
committees,  except  in  special  and  parti- 
cular cases.  It  was  fraught  with  evil  con- 
sea  uences. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Municipal  Councils.^  Mr.  J.  A. 
Smith  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
enable  Municipal  Councils  to  raise  money 
by  granting  annuities,  and  to  apply  the 
same  id  payment  of  old  debts. 

Mr«  Goulburn  opposed  the  motion, 
which,  after  a  few  words  from 

Captain  Peohell,  was  withdrawn. 


HOUSE  OF    LORDS, 
Monday  f  March  1,  1841. 

MiNifi'MSaj  PieCHIons  pNwiitod*  By  Loid  MonlHislWf 
fNMa  htrertaa,  far  the  Libantioii  of  Mr.  BiiMi,'  tHA 
the  Abolitioo  of  ChuToh-ratH.-^y  the  Btabop  of  Exetar. 
horn  Carlow,  against  any  Airther  Grant  to  Ibynooth 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Monday,  March  1, 1841* 

Mf  iruTBi.]  BIIU.  Read  a  lint  time  x^Drainase  of  Laadi  t 
Registration  of  Votto  (Sootland)i^^Reid  a  Moooi  ttane  t 
-^Oounty  Bridges. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Losd  lloxptth,  Mn  Blaksy  Mr. 
Wyse,  Itr.  GratUn,  Mr.  0*CoimeU»  Mr.  P.  Soaun,  and 
others,  flnom  Sligo,  Don^galp  Waterfbrdi  Oahsiy,  tad 
other  places*  for  Lord  MorpeUilB  Irish  Rcgjstwrttai  BiU.-^ 
By  Sir  R.  BatesoU,  and  oChen.  fkooiDown,  MoomIud, 
and  other  places,  in  fiiivour  of  Lord  Stanley^  Msn  Re- 
gistration BIU.^By  Mr.  WallAoe,  flrom  Greenodc,  egalBak 
meckiUng  with  Choteh  rnnttmi— By  Mr.  J»  OOodmB* 
tnm  LiYerpool,  for  a  Repeal  of  the  UnkHh:— By  Mr.  9. 
Druroraond,  Cram  the  Predhytery  of  Meigle,'  Ibr  the  Bet- 
ter Observance  of  Uie  Sabbath.— By  Sir  H.  VIVieli.  flxNB 
ComimO,  in  Ikvour  of  Medisel  Reform,  and  egibiit  the 
dioioe  of  Poor-law  Doctors  by  Tender.— By  Mr.  B*  Bar* 
ing,  ftom  places  in  Staftvddiire,  against  any  Onuit  tof&e 
College  of  Maynooth,  and  Ibr  the  Kariirtod  of  Roomd 
Catholies  ftom  Ofllee.-i*By  BIr.  Ou  Qon^  Job**  ftnoi  Cir* 
narvon,  praying  for  Extended  R^lgiont  lwtrttetioB» — By 
Mr.  Laboudiere,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Wood,  ftom  Maaehestiir, 
and  PimHoD,  in  fiivoiir  of,  and  by  Ittr.  Blbthetton«  e«d 
Mr.  M.  PhUlii^,  i^aiast,  the  Copyifiht  of  ttaifpB  BilL»- 
BySirR.  Peel,  Sir  R.  Inglis,  Sir  J.  V.  BiiUcr,  end  oIlHnu 
from  Bedford,  Stalford,  Somerset,  and  other  plaflfs,  fttr 
cniufeh  Extension.— By  Mr.  T.  DnneonlM^  Uti  Blryaft, 
Lord  F.  Bgeiton,  and  others,  ftom  Flaebury*  KWkmmif, 
Sallbid,  and  other  plaos^  i^fafaut  the  PootAtm  Ai 
ment  Act. 


CAFrvM  07  ttf  M  CUiioikiri^LiBras 
M'CokMicEO  Sir  J.  (hakam  banodl** 
delay  the  bohli  Lord  (jMi  Jdho  lUMiiii) 
fbr  a  mottietit^  while  be  took  (to  liberty  m^ 
askibg  hibi  a  qoetlkMi  at  twd«  In  lefetfeiiaB 
to  the  Navy  Btlimatea  that  were  eboet  td 
be  brought  mider  diieusmn  this  eteniiML 
Iq  the  year '1839,  hie  hoti.  FrSeed  tfe 
Member  for  the  Unitersitv  Of  Oxfbrd,  seA 
hit  hoti.  and  learned  Frwnd  tike  Membrtr 
for  the  city  of  Oxford,  asked  the  nobtti 
Lord  whether  it  wa<  the  intention  of  hit 
Majesty's  Government  to  grant  any  pen^ 
siott  to  UiBtttenant  M'Cormiek,  of  the 
royal  navy,  on  account  of  hit  services  in  tl|^. 
seizure  of  the  Aiherleiui  steamer  Carolinl^ 
At  that  time  the  noble  Lord  itated,  thai 
the  Government  bad  come  to  noresolutioii 
upon  the  subject.  Now  he  found  by  thji 
navy  estimates,  which  were  about  to  b^ . 
referred  to  a  committee  of  aiipply  thii 
night,  that  a  pension  had  been  granted  10  , 
Lieuteoent  M'Cormick  for  wounds,  aa  ii 
was  alleged,  received  in  the  service,  fib 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  Lord,  what  parti- 
cular service  it  waa  in  which  the  woande 
were  received  for  which  the  pension  wa; 

(granted ;  what  was  .the  date  of  the  Qipw  • 
n  Cottocil  granting  it,  and  wtother  ite  • 
noUe  Lord   had  anycrfMectioQ  feo  lay-n 
eopy  o(  the  Older,  on  the  fable  of  thf: 
House  1  , 

Lord  John  RomhU  said^  that  he  wOirii 
answer  the  questions  of  tto  righl  heis.  • 
Gentleman  as  precisely  as  he  oould.   The  * 
services  on  account  Of  which  Lientenana 
M'Cormick  had  been  reoonmended  for  m 
pension  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiraltyi 
were  performed  by  him  under  the  coa** 
mand  of  the  sopertor  colonial  aetbOrllleai  • 
in  the  capture  of  the  Cweline;^     Thui* 
reeomoMndation  had   b«M  oMie  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  at  the  comb  t 
meneement  of  the  lait  year.    He  thouglil 
it  wai  in  January  that  the  decision  we| 
mada  to  grant  tto  penaJon.    He  had  m 
objection  ti>  prodoce  tha  Order  tolbre  tbk. 
House* 

Paruah£1itary  Vovbbb   (lBlI.Allb).3  . 
Lord  JiAn  Ruudl  said,  he  leiui  about  to 
iftate,  when  the  rigfit  hon.  Gentleman  iii^ 
tetrupted  him,  the  UtentiOtti  Of  her  yUh 
jeahr'a  Oovemmetit  With  >esp0ct  to  tto  faSi 
of  nil  noUe  Friefkd»  the  chief  aeeretai^r. 
tat  Ireland.     He  had  ^thoi^,  that  Ihft  . 
waa  a  skiUect  whldi  t^tllted  Mae  fiii^hAr.; 
omiildefaUon,  and  to  was  not  prepared  om. 
lito  ntgjht  of  tto.dltialai>  without  thai  W" 
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tber  ooDfideratioDy  to  lUU  the  intentions 
of  the  Goremment.    As  it  was  a  matter  of 
ao  much  importanoe,  the  House  would,  he 
felt  confident,  allow  him  to  state  in  a  few 
woids  the  reasons  which  would  induce  him 
to  take  the  course  he  was  ahout  to  state  to 
the  House.     The  first   consideration  re- 
lated to  the  general  business  of  the  House ; 
andj  with  respect  to  that  subject,  they  had 
to  consider  that  they  were  now  arrived  at 
the  first  dav  of  March,  and  that  the  esti- 
mates  had  yet  to  be  considered,  and  that 
the  supplies  for  the  present  year  were  open 
to  considerable  debate.     It  was  imposible 
to  say  how  long  the  discussions  on  going 
into  committee  of  supply,  and  the  debates 
on  the  estimates  might  occupy  the  House. 
It  was  likewise  to  be  considered,  that  it 
would    be  very  inconvenient   to    fix  the 
committee  for  a  bill  of  the  nature  referred 
to  for  some  day  on  which  it  could  not  be 
conveniently  brought  forward,   in  conse- 
quence of  the  estimates  not  having  been 
previously  concluded.     It  would  likewise 
he  very  inconvenient,  many  Members  being 
at  a  dbtance,  if  the  House  should  be  sum- 
moned just  immediately  preceding  Easter, 
when  very  few  would  be  disposed  to  attend 
the  House,  and  when  any  debate  in  com- 
mittee could  only  lead  to  further  postpone- 
ment    These  (continued  the  noble  Lonl) 
are    considerations    affecting  the  general 
business  of  the  House  as  relates  to  the  pre- 
sent bill ;  but  there  are  other  considera. 
tions  relating  to  the  bill  itself.     If  I  were 
to  consider  merely  the  division  which  took 
ulace  on  Friday  morning  last,  and  the  296 
Members  who  were  present  to  vote  ogainst 
tlie  sectmd  reading  of  my  noble  Friend's 
bill,  I  should  be  disposed  to  consider,  were 
1  to  look  to  that  circumstance  alone,  that 
the  measure  was  one  which  could  not  in 
its  subsequent  stages  obtain  the  assent  of 
the  House.     But  the  debate  cm  that  second 
reading  would  lead  me  to  a  very  different 
conclusion.     Tliere  were  several  Members 
who,  in  stating  their  determination  to  vote 
against  the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  did 
not  dissent  from  what  I  consider  the  gene- 
ral principle  on   which   it   is  founded — 
namely,  that  it  is  advisable  to  endeavour  to 
fix,  by  some  clear  and  simple  method,  the 
franchise  for  Ireland,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  amend  and  correct  the  registration  laws 
in  that  country.     Neither  was  it  denied  by 
several  hon.  Members,  who  voted  against 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  that  tlie 
Poor-law  rating  stated  by  the   Duke  of 
Wellington  and  Lx)rd  Lyndhurst,  to  be  the 
very  best  test,  and  the  only  one  on  which 


they  could  accept  the  Municipal  Corpon* 
tion  Bill,  would  likewise  form  the  crite- 
rion and  best  test  of  the  xicht  to  vote  at 
parliamentary  elections.  With  mpee^ 
therefore,  to  the  adoption  of  this  general 
principle,  although  those  hon.  Memben  ao 
far  considered  the  amount  stated  in  the  hill 
to  form  a  part  of  that  principle  sufficient  ta 
induce  them  to  vote  against  the  aeoood 
reading,  yet  I  see  no  reason  to  oondude, 
from  Uie  opinions  thus  stated,  that  mdi 
Members  would  be  indisposed  to  ^^'^^ridwr 
the  bill  fairly  in  committee.  But,  in 
order  to  fix  the  amount  of  the  franchise^  I 
quite  concur  in  the  opinions  that  were  stated 
the  other  night,  that  it  would  be  desirafaley 
before  the  House  came  to  a  positive  de* 
termination  upon  that  point,  that  further 
information  upon  the  valuation  should  be 
obtained.  I  am  surprised  at  the  feeling 
and  sentiment  which  this  announccuMnt 
seems  to  create  in  hon.  Gentlemen  oppoftte, 
because  I  see  on  the  benches  opponte  aave- 
ral  hon.  Gentlemen  who  ttpoke  during  iha 
late  discussion,  and  who  made  it  almost  tlie 
main  gist  of  their  argument,  that  |befetia 
they  could  agree  to  the  5/.  test  it  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  they  should  have 
further  information  with  regard  to  iha 
valuations  made  in  the  Poor-law  unioiia.  I 
thought,  that  when  I  was  stating  a  propoaal ' 
for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  that  appetite 
for  information  which  was  so  itrenrijp 
evinced  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppoadte,  tjke 
other  night,  1  should  have  met  with  tbair 
approbation  and  support;  and  I  confc»  I 
am  surprised,  that  that  appetite  should  aU 
of  a  sudden  have  died  away.  However  that 
might  be,  I  i^ertainly  consider  it  my  du^, 
in  (injunction  with  my  noble  Friend,  toe 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  to  endeavour  to  ol^ 
tain  any  further  information  that  can  be 
furnished  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the 
valuation  has  been  conducted  and  fixed  in 
Ireland,  and  I  think  it  desirable  that  n 
general  estimate  should  be  obtained  of  the 
percentage  which  that  valuation  heanbelew 
the  real  value  of  the  property.  I  do  not 
think  there  would  be  any  great  difficulty 
in  the  course  of  no  very  long  time  to  ob* 
tain  that  result.  I  think,  likewise,  that  it 
is  of  the  utmost  im|)ortance,  that  the  House 
should  come  to  a  calm  and  delibente  oan- 
sideration  of  this  question.  I  think  that 
either  the  forcing,  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment, the  assent  of  the  House  to  thai 
particular  amount  of  qualification  vbieh 
they  think  to  be  best,  and  which  ther  see  no 
reason  to  alter — I  say.  that  either  the  pie- 
cipitate  and  imperative  forcing  on  auch  e 
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propontion  on  their  part,  or  on  the  oiher 
tide  the  peremptory  and  abrupt  rejection  of 
it»  would  be  equally  unjustifiable.  It  ia  a 
question  not  merely  affecting  this  bill,  but 
one  very  much  concerning  the  whole  of  the 
interests  of  Ireland ;  and  whoever  may  be 
the  party  who  should  bear  the  blame  of 
prolonging  in  Ireland  from  year  to  year, 
that  state  of  excitement  and  asitation  which 
at  present  exists  there,  will,  in  my  opinion, 
incur  a  deep  responsibility,  both  to  Ireland 
and  to  the  country  at  hurge.  Upon  these 
considerations*  therefore,  it  appears  to  her 
Majesty's  Grovernment,  that  it  is  necessary 
and  advisable  for  us  to  postpone  this  bill ; 
but  not  to  postpone  it  beyond  the  period  iii 
which  it  can  be  fully  considered  and  passed 
in  the  course  of  the  present  Session.  I  shall 
propose,  therefore,  to  take  the  discussion  in 
committee  in  the  first  week  after  the  Easter 
holidays.  I  propose,  that  the  order  of  the 
day  be  now  read  for  the  purpose  of  its 
beinff  postponed  till  Friday,  the  23rd  of 
AprU.  I  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Montgomery,  and  some 
other  hon.  Members,  seem  to  think  that  an 
unreasonable  proposal.  My  own  opinion  is, 
that  if  it  is  intended  to  force  on  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question,  without  due  con- 
sideration, those  who  are  instrumental  in 
doing  it  will  wound  and  disappoint  the 
feelfngs  of  the  people,  and  incur  a  deep  re- 
sponsibility to  the  country. 

Lord  Stanley :  I  must  confess  that  I 
share  largely  in  the  surprise  which  has 
been  expressed  by  my  hon.  Friends  around 
and  behind  me,  at  the  proposition  made  by 
the  noble  Lord,  and  the  course  which  it  is 
intended  to  pursue  on  the  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment. Not  that  we  do  not  think — 
for  we  have  avowed  and  declared  it— -that 
the  information  on  which  the  noble  Lord 
intended  to  proceed  with  his  bill  was  so 
meagre  and  so  inconclusive  as  to  be  wholly 
in8u£5cient  for  the  foundation  of  a  measure 
of  this  vast  importance — not  that  we  do 
not  think  that  the  information,  so  far  as  it 
went,  in  its  meagreness  itself,  tended  di- 
rectly to  negative  the  principle  and  the 
propositions  of  the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord ; 
but  this  is  the  astonishment  I,  at  least,  feel, 
that  upon  a  subject  of  this  immense  im- 
portance, and  while  the  noble  Lord  him- 
self presses  upon  us  the  importance  of 
giving  it  the  greatest  consideration,  the 
greatest  deliberation,  and  the  sreatest  cao- 
tion — at  the  commencement  of  the  Seiiioii» 
and  before  any  notice  had  been  given  from 
any  quarter,  her  Majesty's  Go?eninient 
should  have  ventured  to  submit  to  the  oon* 
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sideratioa  of  the  House  a  detailed  mpoml 
for  a  measure  of  this  extent,  involnnff  sadi' 
interests,  exciting  such  hopes  and  annetiei^' 
and  that  at  the  expiration  of  one  fortnigfatf 
from  that  time  th^  should  come  down  td 
the  House  and  teJl  you  that  the  informal 
tion  they  have  given  you— all  the  infomi-i* 
ation  they  themselves  possess — [on  ironkdl 
cheer  fnm  the  Gmfenment  Benckef.]  If 
it  not  all  the  information  which  they  themb' 
selves  possess  F  I  assume  that  the  Govern- 
ment, in  giving  us  the  information  they 
have  fumi3ied,  have  given  us  all  that  » 
was  in  their  power  to  furnish.  If  they 
have  not,  they  have  deluded  and  decetved 
the  House  in  calling  upon  Parliament  to 
sanction  a  measure  not  only  upon  evidence 
confessedly  imperfect,  but  upon  evidence 
confessedly  more  imperfect  than  it  was  in 
their  power  to  give.  But  I  will  assume 
that  they  have  no  more  evidence,  and  then 
I  say,  for  a  Government,  after-  talking 
about  the  caution  and  deliberation  necesMij 
to  be  observed  upon  a  measure  of  this  sort, 
it  does  seem  to  me  the  height  of  raahneai 
to  come  forward  with  such  a  meastne,  and 
submit  it  in  the  form  of  a  proposition,  to 
be  supported  by  the  Government  upon  in- 
formation whidi  they  now  tdl  you  ihej 
feel  to  be  insufficient  to  suide  the  deeisloii 
or  to  sanction  the  vote  of  this  House.  The 
noble  Lord  having  admitted,  and  havins 
contended  almost  as  strenuously  as  I  dli 
for  the  removal  of  the  evils  involved  in  the 
svstem  of  registration;  and  feline  that 
there  was  a  still  greater  evil,  namely,  the 
uncertainty  of  the  kw,  and  if  there  was  an 
evil  greater  even  than  that,  it  was  the  re« 
striction  of  the  franchise,  I  naturally  con- 
cluded that  the  noble  Lord,  having  had  the 
recess  to  consider  this  matter,  ami  having 
consulted  with  his  colleaffues,  and  having' 
brought  forward  a  bill  whieh  had  reodvcd 
the  sanction  of  the  Cabinet,  and  whidli  waa 
a  Government  measure,  would  be  pi 
to  vindicate  and  defend  the  pnmoeitioni 
th^  had  avowed  and  put  forth  as  the  foun- 
dation, as  the  principle,  and,  as  the  rMit 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Semtary  of  War  find 
said,  the  very  essence  of  the  measore  itsdfi 
And  I  must  not  permit  the  noble  Lord  even 
to  take  notice,  ashehasdone,of  statementi 
which  may  have  been  made  on  this  side  of 
the  House  without  pointing^  out  the  broad 
difierenoe  between  the  way  in  wUeh  theae 
statemenu  were  made,  nid  the  way  in 
whidi  Uie  noble  Lord  woold  represent 
them.  He  tdb  us  that  it  has  been  ad^  ^ 
mitted  that  Uie^  Poor-law  valuation  wooH^' 
be  a  most  desirable  test  of  the  franclilMi  '!>' 
9? 
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tell  lum  that  in  the  senile  in  which  it  is 
made  the  test  of  the  franchise  in  this  hill  no 
such  udniissiou  was  made  or  will  be  made, 
liocause  the  basis  of  this  hill  is  the  exclud- 
ing altogether  the  test  of  that  10/.  profit 
which  was  the  very  basis  and  foundation  of 
that  measure  which,  on  this  very  day  ten 
years,  the  noble  Lord  for  the  first  time 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  altogether  excludes  from  his 
bill  the  consideration  of  any  profit  above 
the  rating,  and  he  sul)stitutes  the  mere 
amount  of  rating  to  which  a  pauper  may 
be  liable  for  that  profit  which  in  now  re- 
quired as  the  basis  of  the  franchise.  \Vc 
have  stated  on  this  side  as  a  test  the  net 
annual  value  of  the  property,  the  diirorcnce 
between  which  and  the  rent  paid,  is  the 
amount  of  the  beneficial  interest ;  and  that 
a  rate  subjecting  a  party  to  taxation  in  re- 
spect of  the  same  property  in  right  of  which 
he  claims,  is  a  valuable  check  and  an  im- 
portant element  of  consideration.  It  is  an 
important  element  as  to  the  value  of  the 
property  held,  but  unless  there  be  combined 

with  that  valuation  the  amount  paid  for 
holding  it,  it  is  no  test  whatever  whereby 

to  regulate  the  franchise.     I   came  down 

prepared    to  give   the  noble  Lord  notice, 

which  the  noble   I^ord's    long    |K>stpone- 

ment  of  his  bill  shall  not  induce   nie  to 

withhold,  that   upon  going  into  commit- 
tee, which  I  am  desirous  to  do  without  any 

delay,  for  I  am  ready  to  meet  the  noble 

Lord,  my  objection  not  being  founded  upon 

the  information  which  the  noble  Lord  has 

either  given  or  withheld — it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  take  the  sense  of  the  committee 

upon  those  clauses  of  the  bill  which  give 

a  5/.  rating  franchise  in  the  counties,  and  a 

51.  household  franchise  in  the  towns.     1 

now  state  to  the  noble  I^ord  that  it  is  mv 

intention,  whenever  he  may  go  into  com- 
mittee, to  take  the  sense   of  the   Mouse 

upon  these  two  Icailing  principles  of  the 

bill.     1  have  stated  to  the  noble  J^rd  that 

the  course  which  I  might  take  was  mainly 

depending  upon  the  course  taken  by  the 

noble  I«ord  himself.     J  give  the  noble  \jord 

great  credit  for  the  ingenuity  he  has  shown 

in  this  long  ]K)6tponement.     He  has  at  his 

disposal  now,  for  tlie  next  five  or  six  weeks, 

from  ten  to  twelve  order  days.     The  main 

principles  of  the  bill  are  containiil  in  the 

first,  second,  and  third  clauses,  and  yet  the 

noble  Lord  tells  yon  that  neither  of  thcsi' 

ten  order  days,  over  which  he  has  absolute 

control,  can  he  fix  on,  but  must  ))o»t|>oue 

the  committee   for  tw(»  months,    therL>by 

placing  his  bill,  and  still  more,  placing  my 


bill,  at  a  period  of  the  Seoion  in  Which  it 
will  be  very  difficult  for  me  to  avoid  being 
defeated  by  the  mere  lapse  of  time.     I  do 
not  hesitate  to  aay,  that  I  entectain  great 
suspicion  as  to  the  motive  which  hea  in- 
duced the  noble  Lord  to  take  thiiitep.     At 
the  same  time  the  noble  Lord,  in  taking 
this  course,  is  well  aware  of  the  dindvan- 
tage  to  which  he  subjects  me  by  endeavour- 
ing to  compel  me  to  press  forward  the 
second  reading  of  my  bill  at  a  time  when 
the  noble  I^rd  would  inform  the  Houae 
most  plausibly  that  he  has  had  the  wcond 
reading  of  his  bill  sanctioned  by  a  small 
majority,  and  that  he  is  waiting  for  further 
information  at  the  earliest  period  to  be  laid 
before  him.     I  see  the  ingenuity  of  the 
noble  Lord's  course  of  proceeding;    and 
seeing   the   ingenuity   of   that  course  of 
proceeding,   and   giving   the  noble  Lord 
notice  of  the  opposition  which  I  mean  to 
give  to  the  two  leading  principles  of  hii 
bill,  1  will  not,  under  the  surprise  which 
this  course,  taken  by  the  Government,  hat 
caused  to  me,  as  it  has  to  my  hon.  Friends 
around  me,  bind  myself  absolutely  to  any 
day  for  the  discussion  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  my  bill.     This  I  will  do.     I  will 
postpone  the  order  from  this  day  to  the 
24th  of  Marcli,  and  within  ten  days  froai 
the  *i4th  of  March  I  will  give  to  the  noUa 
Lord  a  distinct  information,  whether,  upon 
full  consideration  of  all  the  circumitanees, 
it  is  or  is  not  my  intent icm  on  that  day  to 
press  forward  the  second  reading  of  hv 
bUl. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  going  ialo 
Committee    on   the    Irish    Parliamer 


Voters  Dill  was  read,  and  postponed  till 
the  23rd  of  April. 

r.c:vrT  AND  Stria.]  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell moved  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  going 
into  Committee  of  Supply. 

Mr.  Hume  begged  to  move  for  the 
return  of  which  lie  had  given  notice,  and 
which  he  thought  the  more  important, 
seeing  ihat  it  wus  intended  lo  move  fiir  a 
very  large  additional  force,  in  the  course 
of  the  evening.  The  hon.  Member  then 
moved  for  *<  An  Address  lo  her  Hajesly, 
that  she  will  be  graciously  pleased  lo  di- 
rect, that  there  lie  laid  before  this  House 
copies  or  rxtnicis  of  the  correspond- 
ence l>etween  the  Secretary  of  Slate  ibr 
the  ForL'i(;n  Depaitnicnl,  and  the  Oo- 
vennnents  of  France,  Austria,  Piuasia. 
Uusbia,  and  Turkey,  since  18J8,  raspecl- 
ini;  the  Pacha  of  Hgyplt  and  the  inter- 
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ference  with  tlie   proviooe  of  Syria/'-— 

Agreed  to. 

Post.Office  Reyenub.^  Mr.  GouU 
bum  was  anxious  to  take  the  of^rtu- 
nity  which  the  presence  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  aflbrded  him,  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  a  question 
with  reference  to  an  account  some  time 
since  presented  to  this  House,  of  the  net 
produce  of  the  Post  •office  for  the  last 
year.  By  a  return  presented  of  the  net 
amount  of  Post-office  rerenue  for  the 
last  year«  it  would  appear,  that  the 
amount  was  447,000/.,  which,  as  compared 
with  the  revenue  of  the  Post-office  for  the 
previous  year,  exhibited  a  deficiency  of 
1,200,000^  He  had  reason  to  apprehend^ 
that  that  presented  altogether  a  fallacious 
view  of  the  matter,  under  the  new  system 
of  the  Post-office  revenue,  and  the  ques- 
tion he  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gen« 
tleman  was,  whether  that  view  of  the  sub- 
ject was  correct  in  connection  with  the 
statement  he  was  about  to  make  ?  Of  that 
447,000/.  which  had  been  paid  into  the 
Exchequer,  a  considerable  portion  was  the 
revenue  derived  from  official  correspond- 
ence, and  that  having  been  voted  by  the 
House,  was,  in  fact,  not  a  receipt  of  rei> 
venue,  but  merely  a  payment  on  the  one 
side,  and  a  receipt  on  the  other.  Thej 
had  on  the  Table  a  statement  of  what  had 
been  a  month's  receipt  on  account  of  offi- 
cial correspondence,  which  amounted  to 
about  1 6,000/.,  and  it  would,  therefort,  be 
evident  to  the  House,  that  the  official  oor- 
respondence  for  twelve  months,  would 
amount  to  nearly  ^00,000/.,  which  must 
be  deducted  from  the  447,000/.  fiot 
there  was  another  great  item  of  deduction 
to  be  made.  It  appeared,  that  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1B40,  the  unpaid  balance  in 
the  hands  of  the  collectors  of  revenue, 
amounted  to  little  short  of  200,000/L,  and 
it  was  quite  clear,  that  the  balance  in 
hand,  under  the  new  system,  must  be  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  former  balances 
and,  therefore,  a  further  deduction  on  account 
of  these  unpaid  balances  must  be  made. 
Having  made  these  two  deductions,  the 
result  would  be,  that  instead  of  447,000/. 
the  balance  to  the  poblic  credit  would  be 
little  more  than  40,000/.  or  50,000/.,  aris- 
ing from  last  year's  Post-office  arrange- 
ment. He  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  that  was  not  a  correct 
statement  of  the  case,  and  whether  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  Post-office  revenue 
was  not  as  great  as  he  had  lepreftBied  it? 


Thd  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  aaidj 
if  the  right  hon.  Gentleoaan  had  waited  >e 
little  he  would,  in  the  ooune  of  a  day  or 
two,  have  had  the  information  laid  oo  tti 
TaUe  of  the  House  whidi  he  was  so  aasU 
oua  to  obtain.  The  Member  fe  Harwidi 
had  moved  for  returns  whieh  would  show 
what  was  fairly  to  be  taken  as  the  amouiit 
of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  Poat-offiae 
under  the  new  aystem.  He  was  p^ftetljr 
correct  in  suppodng,  that  the  Excheaiiit 
returns  included  all  the  poataoe  of  omdBl 
as  well  as  private  oorret^wnmnoe.  Hoa. 
(jendemen  seemed  to  be  under  the  Inprea- 
sion,  that  all  they  received,  before  the  Me- 
sent  system  was  introduced,  was  oeat 
postage,  exclusive  of  official  oorrespoodenaei 
fiut  that  was  not  the  eaae ;  before  the  sew 
law  was  paaseil,  there  were  numeioita 
documents  of  an  official  charaeter  paand 
through  the  Post-offioe  §  and,  so  far  as  the 
Exchequer  returns  went,  Iherefofe^  tlHgr 
were,  pro  tanto^  swelled  by  the  amount  ef 
those  offidal  payments.  Whether  tiw 
amount  of  official  postage,  under  the  pamiy 
rate,  was  larger  than  under  the  old  ratea  of 
postage  was  another  question.  He  believed 
it  would  be  found,  that  instead  of  aboot 
200,000/.  bein|^  paid  for  oflkial  poatage  (aa 
stated  by  the  right  hon<  Gentmian),  wa 
whole  year's  amount  woold  be  alRNit 
70,000/.  He  believed,  that  about  40^0001. 
used  to  be  paid  under  the  old  rates  of  paa!- 
age  for  official  docinnents^  so  that  the  in* 
crease  would  be  about  a0,000/.  Willi 
respect  to  the  balances  received  fhm  the 
collectors,  there  was  no  doubt,  that  dufing 
the  cm  impending  quarter  d  1B40  tbeve 
was  a  greater  amountreoeived  fimn  balaneea 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  feoaifera  nndor 
the  old  revenue,  consequently  the  preaent 
quarter  of  this  year  would  not  diow  so  fin- 
vourably  as  the  corresponding  qoartar  of  laal 
year.  On  the  other  hand,  heought  to alali, 
that  larger  balaneea  were  obliged  to  be  leftin 
the  poatmaatera'  hands,  on  aeteont  of  dbe 
extensire  operation  of  the  nioney<>ordeia 
sysleniv 

Order  of  the  Day  read  fnr  a 

COMMITTCT    OF   SlfPPLT— NaTT     EafT- 

M ATBS.]    On  the  aaolien  that  the  Spealier 
do  leave  the  Chair, 

Mr.  Hvme  said,  it  waa  his  intention  to 
have  submitted  some  rascdotiona  teapeetiog 
the  deficient  state  of  ike  revenue,  as  eem- 
pared  with  the  espendilore  ;  but  ko 
thow|ht  it  would  he  better  to  hear  wlMtt 
the  Govenmient  had  10  say  to  warrant  m 
large  an  increase  aa  waa  now  fiiopaatJI  4h 
2P2 
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die  expenditure  of  the  navy  under  tbe  cir-  i  he  heard  to-night  some  rerj  satisfittfeorf 
conutances  in  which  thej  were  pkced.  '  reasons  to  the  contrary. 
It  was  perfectly  well  known,  that  for  the  House  in  G)mniittee. 
last  four  years/ the  revenue  had  been  defi-  Mr.  More  i/FerraU  rose  to  bring  finr- 
cient  as  regarded  tbe  expenditure,  in  round  ward  the  navy  estimates.  Before  stating 
numbers,  four  millions  sterling.  The  re-  those  of  this  year  he  had  to  request  the 
turns  made  on  the  motion  of  the  hon.  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  balance 
Member  for  Harwich,  showed  the  irregu-  sheet  of  naval  expenditure  for  the  financial 
lar  manner  in  which  this  deficiency  had  been  year  which  terminated  on  the  31st  March, 
provided  for,  and  that  the  payments  had  1840,  which  showed  an  excess  of  expendi- 
been  efiected  without  the  question  ever  ture  beyond  the  sum  voted  amountug  to 
coming  under  discussion  in  this  House  as  29,694/.,  and  he  should  first  have  to  pro- 
to  the  way  in  which  the  money  had  been  pose  to  the  committee  to  make  it  up  hjr  a 
furnished.  But  the  point  to  which  he  vote  for  that  amount  As  that  was  the  first 
wished  the  attention  of  the  House  should  occasion  on  which  it  became  necesaanr  to 
be  directed  was,  that  the  present  estimates  make  such  amotion  since  the  passing  of  the 
for  the  army  and  navy  exceeded  by  three  act  for  the  reform  and  alteration  of  the  dvil 
and  a  quarter  millions  those  of  183G.  departments  of  the  navy,  it  was  right  to 
They  had  gone  on  gradually  increasing  state  to  the  committee  the  regulations 
them  since  that  time,  notwithstanding  the  which  rendered  it  necessary.  Previoua  to 
distressed  state  of  the  country.  The  reve-  the  enactment  of  the  I  and  2  William  4thy 
nue,  up  to  April  8th,  was  exactly  283,000/.  cap.  40,  the  unexpended  balanoes  at  the 
less  this  year  than  it  was  last  year,  not-  end  of  each  financial  year,  remained  in  the 
withstanding  the  increased  taxation.  One  Exchetjuer  to  the  credit  of  the  naval  ler- 
of  these  things  must  consequently  follow,  vice,  and  were  expended  by  the  Admiralty, 
either  the  new  taxation  had  failed,  or  some  ,  either  to  meet  an  excess  on  any  particular 
mistake  had  taken  place  with  regard  to  the  year,  or  for  any  other  purpose  deemed  be* 
accounts  brought  up.  It  was  not  possible  ncticial  to  the  public  service ;  out  of  tbeie 
to  believe,  that  in  the  whole  customs  de-  j  accumulated  balances  the  extensive  victual- 
partment  and  the  whole  excise  department  ling  premises  at  Weevil  and  CremQl  wen 
with  an  addition  of  5  per  cent.,  and  with  ,  erected,  without  the  knowledge  or  sanction 
an  addition  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  assessed  ;  of  Parliament.  This  was  deemed  to  he  e 
taxes,  there  should  be  a  deficiency  this  year  great  abuse,  and  was  strongly  commented 
of  283,000/.  He  thought  the  Govern-  I  on  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
ment  ought  to  provide  some  way  of  sup-  for  Pembroke,  who,  when  he  became  first 
plying  the  deficiency,  and  not  go  on  adding  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  announced  his  in- 
loan  after  loan,  in  onler  to  provide  for  this  '  tention  of  introducing  an  act  to  put  an  end 
great  expenditure.  It  appeared  to  him  to  this  and  other  abuses  in  the  civil  adni- 
the  House  ought  to  consider  if  there  w  as  nixtration  of  the  navy.  By  the  30th  section 
any  necessity  for  continuing  this  large  c\-  '  of  that  act  the  Board  of  Admiralty  were  re- 
penditure  at  the  present  moment.  They  quired  to  hiy  a  statement  of  their  expendi* 
had  secured  what  the  noble  Lord  and  his  ture,  with  vouchers,  before  the  board  of 
colleagues  had  gone  so  madly  about  in  audit  in  the  month  of  November  of  each 
Syria  (for  a  great  pari  of  this  expense  had  year,  and  the  auditors  were  required  to 
been  incurred  there),  and  they  had  1)ern  male  such  observations  as  they  might  deem 
told  by  the  Queen's  Speech  that  their  oh-  lit,  so  as  to  call  the  attention  of  Parliament 
ject  was  attained.  If  so,  clearly  there  to  any  unauthorised  expenditure.  The  net 
ought  to  be  a  decrease  in  our  expenditure,  did  not  provide  for  the  appropriation  of 
instead  of  which  there  was  a  considerable  ,  unexpended  balances ;  that  was  made  a 
increase  to  be  voted  for  our  naval  and  mi-  subject  of  arrangement  between  the  Tren- 
litary  force,  amounting  in  numbers  of  men  sury  and  Admiralty  ;  and  on  the  fint 
to  6,000,  making  altogether  41,000  seamen  declaration  of  unex)xrndcd  balance  in  1833, 
and  marines.  He  had,  as  he  had  said,  it  was  decided  that  it  should  be  carried  to 
brought  down  some  resolutions  to  submit  ways  and  means  for  the  following  year, 
t()  the  House,  but  it  had  been  suggested  to  ami  such  has  been  the  practice  ever  sinoe. 
him  it  would  be  better  to  hear  the  (loveni-  'i'he  unex])ended  balances  have  varied  each 
ment  statement,  and  then  to  print  his  reso-  year,  from  4(X),000/.  in  1833,  to  5,0001. 
lutions,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  House  in  the  year  terminating  the  31st  of  March* 
upon  them.  He  was  determined  to  sub-  \  1 831J.  When  the  accounts  were  made  up 
mit  his  propositions  to  the  House,   nnle>M  !  in  November  following,  that  sum  was  ayiU- 
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of  the  ettiniates  fbr  the  pretent  yetf/  uid 
he  owned  he  should  hate  ftlt  peat  diffi- 
culty in  proponnff  so  large  an  inereaie  of 
estimates  if  he  cud  not  recoUeet  the  strong 
opinion  so  frequently  expressed  by*  Mem- 
bers on  both  sides  of  the  House  in  favour 
of  maintaining  an  efficient  navy.  As  they 
bad  frequently  found  fault  with  the  smau 
force  proposed,  he  trusted  they  would  now 
be  consistent,  and  support  an  increase 
which  was  only  in  proportion  to  that 
maintained  by  other  states.  He  would 
then  proceed  to  state  the  force  of  last  year 
and  that  proposed  for  the  present,  confining 
himself  stridtly  to  a  statement  of  Uie  es£ 
mates,  and  avoiding  altogether  any  topics 
which  could  lead  the  committee  from  the 
consideration  of  a  subject  too  important  to 
the  interests  of  the  country  to  be  made  the 
eround  of  party  dissension.  On  the  1st  of 
January  1840,  the  number  of  ships  in  oodI- 
mission,  of  all  classes,  was  289.  On  thto 
1st  of  January,  1841,  242  j  making  an  In- 
crease of  three  in  number,  but  the  vMsds 
are  of  a  much  superior  force.  The  nurobar 
of  men  voted  in  1840  was  37,165,  iodod- 
ing  the  supplemental  vote  of  2,000  men. 
The  number  proposed  for  this  year  is 
43,000,  making  an  increase  of  5,885  men, 
of  which  1,500  are  to  be  marines.  Thte 
excess  on  the  gross  estimates  of  this  year 


able  to  ways  and  means,  but  as  the  accounts 
of  expenditure  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  Trincomalee  had  not  been  received 
and  brought  to  account,  an  application  was 
made  to  the  Treasury  for  its  sanction  to 
retain  that  sum  in  the  Exchequer  to  the 
credit  of  the  navy,  to  defray  those  demands, 
and  that  sum  was  brought  to  account  in  the 
balance  sheet  of  1840.  Under  the  circum- 
stances he  had  stated,  as  no  balance  re- 
mained applicable  to  defray  an  excess  when 
it  occurred,  it  was  necessary  to  make  ap- 
plication to  Parliament  to  vote  the  amount ; 
but,  as  it  was  foreseen  in  1833,  on  pre- 
senting the  first  balance  sheet,  that  an  ex- 
cess must  sometimes  occur  to  a  small 
amount,  which  could  not  be  ascertained 
until  the  accounts  were  closed,  it  was  then 
decided  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the 
vote  should  be  taken  with  the  estimates  for 
the  following  year,  which  he  now  proposed 
to  do.  The  next  vote  that  he  should  have 
to  propose  to  the  committee  was  to  make 
good  an  estimated  excess  of  expenditure  on 
the  current  year  to  the  amount  of  161,5002. 
The  committee  would  recollect  that,  in  the 
month  of  July  last,  he  proposed  a  supple- 
mental vote  for  2,000  men.  It  might  be 
said,  that  a  larger  vote  should  then  have 
been  proposed,  instead  of  incurring  the  ex- 
cess without  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
He  could  assure  the  committee  that,  when 
he  proposed  that  vote,  2,000  additbnal 
men  were  amply  sufficient,  with  the  full 
knowledge  of  all  the  obligations  imposed  by 
the  treaty  of  July;  if  he  had  then  asked 
for  more,  it  would  have  excited  the  jealousy 
of  other  powers,  and  have  affi^rded  some 

Firetext  for  that  which  afterwards  occurred, 
n  the  months  of  September  and  October  a 
state  of  excitement  grew  up  in  France, 
which,  having  arisen  without  cause,  could 
not  have  been  foreseen.  Great  activity 
prevailed  in  all  their  dock-yards;  their 
coast  were  swept  of  sailors  and  artificers, 
and  no  one  could  foresee  what  might  be 
the  result.  Under  these  circumstances  it 
became  necessary  to  strengthen  the  force  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  to  provide  a  force 
at  home  in  case  of  emergency.  Some  ships 
were  commissioned,  ana  several  were  got 
into  a  forward  state  to  receive  men  ;  trans- 
ports were  taken  up,  and  reinforcements 
sent  out  to  our  garrisons  abroad ;  and  he 
was  sure  the  committea  would  not  object 
to  an  expenditure  of  161,000/.  for  sudi  a 
purpose,  under  the  circumstances  stated, 
nor  would  they  find  fault  for  not  proposing 
this  vote  with  the  supplemental  estimates 
in  July.    He  now  came  to  the  statement 


above  the  gross  estimate  of  last  year  is 
729,653/.  The  credits  in  aid  last  year 
were  195,800/.,  this  year  they  are  only 
158,812/.,  therefore  the  net  excess  to  be 
voted  this  year  above  the  sum  voted  laat 
year  will  be  766,641/1  He  would  now 
proceed  to  state  the  amount  of  inereaie 
under  each  head  of  expenditure,  as  num- 
bered in  the  printed  estimate,  ^imlaiiiii^ 
the  cause  of  increase :  No.  1.  Wages  to 
seamen  and  marines;  the  increase  is 
199,76U  for  5,835  additional  men.  No.  ST. 
Victuals;  the  increase  is  131,127/L,  dt 
which  28,000/1  is  applicable  to  the  io. 
creased  price  of  provisions.  In  No.  3,  the 
Admiralty-office,  and  No.  4,  the  Registry* 
office  of  merchant  seamen,  there  is  a  small 
decrease  of  252/.  In  No.  5,  the  scientillc 
branch,  there  is  an  increase  of  4,4141.: 
2,146/.  will  be  expended  on  the  re-mea. 
surement  of  La  CaiUe's  arc  of  the  meridiaii 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  additional 
nmsters  of  mathematics  will  be  appointed 
to  the  Na^  Cdlege^  for  which  a  steam* 
engine  will  be  purchased  for  the  instru^ 
tion  of  the  stuidents;  a  small  sum  will  be 
expended  in  the  parbhase  of  instruraenCi^ 
and  on  the  repairs  of  the  observatorjr. 
No.  6  and  No.  7  include  her  Mijestjni 
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establishments  at  home  and  abroad,  on 
which  there  is  a  small  increase  of  3,28]/., 
for  salaries  to  the  supcrintendants  of  the 
new  rope  machinery  at  Deptford,  and  the 
steam  factory  at  Woolwich,  and  establish- 
ment of  schools  and  librnrics  for  the  children 
of  marines.  The  Cape  hospital  is  reestab- 
lished, and  there  Ls  a  new  establishment  at 
Valparaiso,  to  discharge  the  duties  formerly 
performed  by  the  Consul,  who  had  charge 
of  the  stores.  No.  8.  Wages  to  artificers 
at  home  ^  the  increase  is  considerable :  il 
amounts  to  46,784/.;  11,000/.  will  be  ap 
plicable  to  the  full  cstabliHliment  of  ship- 
wrights, which  was  completed  in  the  course 
of  the  year;  10,(XX)/.  will  be  applied  to 
complete  the  number  of  artificers  in  the 
steam  factory  at  Woolwich  ;  and  10,000/. 
will  be  available  for  piece-work,  if  any  ex- 
traordinary exertion  should  be  required  in 
fitting  out  a  fleet  on  a  sudden  emergency. 
2,000/.  will  be  applicable  to  the  extra  pay 
given  to  artificers  of  the  fleet  when  em- 
ployed out  of  their  own  ships  ;  this  service 
had  not  formerly  been  estimated,  but,  as  it 
gradually  increased  from  year  to  year  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  it  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  it.  8,000/.  will  \ie  applied  to 
wases  of  artificers  employed  on  re|>airs  of 
buildings  under  the  civil  architect ;  a  Kuuill 
sum  is  applicable  to  an  increase  of  the 
dmk-yard  police,  and  to  the  increase  of  teams 
necessary  for  stowing  the  increased  sup- 
plies of  timber.  No.  I).  Wages  for  establish- 
ments abniad,  there  is  an  increase  of  0',  1 70/. 
3,000/.  will  Le  applied  as  extra  pay  to  arti- 
ficers of  the  fleet,  and  the  remainder  to 
the  foreign  victualling  yards  and  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  CM\ye  and  Bermuda.  No.  10. 
The  vote  for  stores  for  the  service  of  the 
navy  3  the  increase  is  considerable,  amount- 
ing to  242,;>27/. ;  but  when  it  is  recollected 
that  this  head  of  expenditure  covers  every- 
thing used  in  the  building  and  furnishing 
of  ships,  from  the  smallest  nail  to  the  most 
expensive  article;  that  our  building  has  in- 
creased, and  more  re))uirs  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  numl)er  of  ships  at  sea,  and 
the  service  on  which  they  have  been  em- 
ployed, the  committee  will  not  consider  the 
Kuni  too  large.  It  embraces  all  the  mate- 
rials for  the  new  steam  factory,  which  will 
now  be  in  full  work ;  it  comprises  the  pur- 
chase of  steam  machinery  for  vessels  *at 
home  and  in  the  colonies,  and  the  supplies 
of  materials  for  all  the  repairs  in  the  dock- 
yards. No.  1 1 .  New  works.  The  expen- 
diture (m  this  head  will  1>c  considerable 
this  year,  though  the  increase  on  the  v(»tc 
uf  last  year  does  not  exceed  8,503/.     It 


may  be  interesting  to  the  committee  to  betr 
the  new  works  that  ai-e  in  progren,  and 
for  which  the  vote  is  taken.  At  DepU 
ford  a  small  sum  will  be  applied  to 
complete  the  baking  machinervy  and  to 
make  some  small  addition  to  the  rope 
machinery.  At  Woolwich,  10,000/. 
will  be  applied  to  complete  the  cast  dork, 
which  will  contain  the  Trafalgar,  a  firat- 
rate,  when  launched  in  April.  15,000/. 
will  be  applied  to  the  west  dock  ;  it  is  of 
the  same  size  as  the  cast  dock,  and  will  be 
finished  in  the  course  of  next  year.  1-5,000/. 
will  be  applied  to  the  ercctiim  of  boiler- 
sheds,  and  the  purchase  of  some  additional 
ground,  if  it  can  be  obtained  on  reaaonaUe 
terms.  A  sum  of  2,000/.  will  be  applied 
to  clear  away  a  bank  of  mud  formed  in  front 
of  the  d(x*k-yard,  to  enable  the  Trafalgar 
to  be  launched.  It  is  necessary  to  call  the 
attenti(m  of  the  committee  to  the  state  of 
the  river  in  the  ueighbourhtNid  of  the  dock- 
yard. A  large  sum  of  money  was  expended 
some  years  ago  for  its  improvement^— he 
was  sorry  to  say  with  little  success ;  for  the 
evil  has  been  incieasing  every  year ;  from 
what  particular  cause  it  is  not  jiossible  toaay, 
whether  from  encroachments  on  the  river, 
or  from  natural  causes,  has  not  been  de- 
cided ;  but  the  subject  has  attracted  consi- 
derable attention,  and  an  application  will 
prolmbly  Ix;  msulc  in  a  future  Session  for  a 
sum  of  money  to  prevent  the  growth  of  wo 
serious  an  evil.  At  Sheemcss,  the  annual 
sum  of  5(K)/.  to  complete  the  jiaving  of  the 
yard.  At  (Chatham  the  sum  of  4,000/.  will 
be  cx])cnded  on  groins  to  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  mud  in  the  river,  and  4,000/. 
on  the  impnivement  of  the  smithcries,  and 
the  erection  of  anchor  fires.  The  same 
course  will  be  followed  in  the  smitherica 
of  all  the  principal  yanls.  Since  the  intro- 
duction of  chain-cables  into  the  navy,  a 
different  kind  of  anchor  is  rct|uircd,  whidi 
contractors  cannot  supply  in  sudicicnt  quan- 
tities ;  il  is  therefore  necessary  to  construct 
some  anchors  in  the  yards  to  have  a  suffi- 
cient store,  and  it  is  deemed  better  to  do  m, 
than  to  form  a  separate  anchor-manufisctofy 
at  f)e])tford,  which  was  at  one  time  con- 
templated, as  a  considenible  saving  will 
take  place  in  the  superintendence  by  not 
forming  a  separate  establishment.  At 
Portsmouth,  fi,(X)()/.  will  be  applied  to  the 
repairs  of  llaslar  Beach,  damaged  by  a 
storm  ;  large  cranes  and  anchor  fires  will 
be  erected  in  the  smithcnr,  and  a  small  ap« 
imratus  for  making  into  fuel,  on  the  plan 
of  Mr.  (rrant,  the  coal-dust  of  the  yard. 
At  Plymouth,  7,000/.  will  be  expended  oa 


1166       CmmUlte  of  Si^li/—        {Uasch  I)  Hwg  BitmaiM. 


11«6 


the  pier  and  entrance  to  tbe  ba^ ;  4,00(M. 
will  be  applied  to  tbe  wa-wall,  tbi*  lum 
was  voted  last  year,  but  in  coniequenca  of 
tbe  iojurjT  to  tbe  dock  hj  the  fire,  it  wu 
necesui;  to  apply  tbii  nim  to  iti  imme- 
diate repair.  A>  no  lum  i*  promoted  in  tbe 
eitimates  of  tliii  year  to  malw  good  tbe 
damage  caiued  bjr  tbe  fire,  the  committee 
may  desire  to  know  the  extent  of  tbe  loai, 
wbjcb,  including  the  damage  to  tbe  ibipi, 
does  not  ekoeed  38,580^,  that  ii  to  vy, 
tbe  estimated  value  of  all  that  wai  de- 
itruyed ;  but  it  would  lequire  the  sum  of 
81,559/.  to  replace  it  with  new  work' 
The  BUDi  proposed  to  be  voted  in  a  luoce*. 
lion  of  years  for  tbe  (lompletion  of  the 
Breakwater  is  nearly  exhausted;  it  amount- 
ed to  117,000/:    Of  that  sum  15,000t  will 


u  reduction  of  05,OO(U.  On  No.  18,  ih«* 
ii  an  inoease  of  6,0001  for  convict  servki: 
He  bad  now  j{one  through  all  the  items  rf 
lucpeoditure  in  the  eattmstM  on  whidi  an 
increase  bad  occumd.  The  wbols  sam  IS 
be  voted  wiU  be  6,614,157/.  for  the  nnlM 
iif  the  yeu-.  H«  had  purpoaelT  rafraiaei 
from  any  t<^  which  eoiud  ffm  file  to 
party  discuanen,  but  be  could  not  ooB^liidn 
without  GOngiatuliiting  the  oommittae  DB 
(be  late  brilliant  acbievementi  of  the  WTJ, 
to  gntifying  to  the  country  at  Ur^,  bat 
Htill  more  so  to  that  department  wbuh  imi 
been  so  long  accused  of  neglect  of  di)t7* 
These  events  bad  afforded  tbe  best  aainr 


to  all  former  aasertioiu;  be  would  not 

weaken  it  by  any  observations  of  bis,  t|n4 

Fould  conclude  by  moving  a  vote  for  A* 

be  voted  this  year,  leaving  12,000/.  to  voie  '  mm  of  39,6941.  lit.  3d.,  to  male  good  HP 


next  year.  But,  in  addition  to  thU,  a  sui 
of  175,000/.  will  be  required  to  complAe 
it.  TheonKiiialetliniate  was  1,000,000/., 
wbicb  will  have  been  exceeded  by  60  per 
cent,  when  the  work  b  completed.  At 
Pembroke  10,000/.  will  be  espetided  on  tbe 
new  slips,  the  saw  machinery  will  be  com- 


:penditure  on  tbe  ye^  endiiig 
31st  March,  1840. 

Sir  George  CUrk  regrettad  tb»t  (M 
House  had  not  paid  more  attentioii  to 
tbe  statements  oi  the  right  hon.  Q<|||> 
llemao — because  no  more  important  at|)h 
ject  could   cone  under  (be  -^  - 


pleted,  with  several  other  minor  workf.  At    tion    of    tbe    House    and    tbe    coitBln. 


Malta,  it  is  proposed  to  expend  10,000/.  oc 
a  new  dock,  or  Morton's  patent  slip.  Thik 
has  long  been  much  dt-sircd,  nnd  will  avoid 
the  necessity  of  sending  home  ships  on  re- 
ceiving slight  damage.  10,000/.  will  be 
expended  in  erecting  baking  machinery  at 
Malta.  At  present,  the  grinding  of  the 
com  is  done  by  mules ;  the  oakery  employs 
150  men,  and  can  only  supply  biscuit  for 
eleven  sail  of  the  line  ;  with  machinery, 
only  forty  men  will  be  required  to  supply 
eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  at  a  savine  of 
a.OOO/.  per  annum.  No.  12.  Medicines 
and  medical  stores;  increase  6,332/.  No.  13. 
Miscellaneous  services ;  tbe  increase  u 
130,955/.  Many  of  the  items  under  this 
bead,  though  voted  in  the  naval  estimates, 
belong  more  to  the  Post-t^ca  service ;  the 
great  increase  is  owing  to  new  contracts 
for  steam- vessels.  The  success  of  the  Ha- 
lifax line,  affords  the  strongest  hope  that 
the  great  West-India  line,  which  com- 
mences in  December  next,  will  he  equally 
successful,  Bod  must  confer  the  greatest 
benefits  on  the  cobniea.  The  new  con- 
tracts of  tbe  last  year  are  for  Railing  packets 
between  Halifax  and  Bermuda,  and  be. 
tween  Halifax  and  Newfoundland.  There 
is  a  sum  of  2,000/.  taken  this  year  iec  tb« 
hire  of  vessels,  and  two  sums  4  4,O0OJ,  fpr 
compensation  for  dama^  (  n  Noe,  14j 
15,  16,  and  17,  comprising  half-pa^,  civil 
and  military  pciuioo^  and  freight,  then  it 


The  commitieo  was  called  on,  for  tbe  fint 
lime,  to  make  good  ibe  deficieacifa  of 
former  esitmatei,  not  of  tbe  year  now 
patiiog  only,  but  also  that  of  ibe  (Wt* 
ceding  year ;  and  there  were  at  iba  laaM 
time  submitted  to  Ibe  consideration  of  tba 
committee,  estimates  considerably  exceai)- 
ing  in  amoont  any  that  had  been  brougfat 
before  the  House  for  tbe  last  twenty  yean. 
The  country  must  be  considered,  not  aa  in 
a  slate  of  peace,  but  as  if  winding  Dp  tbe 
accounts  of  a  slate  of  war.  He  propofod 
to  confine  bis  obserraiions  before  tba 
committee  lo  (he  vote  now  before  ii,  and 
one  of  a  precisely  similar  natore  wbipb 
followed  it,  with  regard  to  a  deficiem  )q 
former  estimates.  He  was  precladed  from 
going  into  any  general  observations  on  tba 
estimates  for  tbe  present  year,  becaoaa 
that  must  form  the  subject  of  a  calcala* 
tion  upon  the  amount  of  tbe  naval  fotM 
which  might  be  required  under  tbe  circum- 
stances in  which  the  country  might  ba 
placed.  He  felt  it  impossible  to  enter 
upon  this  sutnect,  in  the  absence  of  tbs 
Minister  of  tbe  Crown,  whose  duty  it  waa 
to  furnish  them  with  information.  Ha 
must  confeis,  that  when  be  was  csll^ 
upon  to  vote  43,000  men  for  the  tnjul 
service  of  tbe  country,  he  felt  sooiQ  Igf- 
prise  that  tbe  SecreUry  of  State  fpr. ^p> 
reign  Afiain  WH  not  prctHDt  to  efitrii|n 


1 167     ConumttM  j/'  S 


{COMMONS}  Nwif  Eitimatei.        IlflS 


d&p*au4kiOQ  v}ti  '.fM  subwcc  to  the  com-    did  no  more  ihao  meet  this  balance.   The 
:iaiCi««.     rie    '«ti   jisc  i»Hher  difficulty,    expenses  on  these  stations  were  ooly  for 

■    *' "  t-j  -    J    '  one  quarter.     If  the  hon.  Gentleman  ar- 


IbK  ICO.  Monotfi-  KIT  Kilkenny  had  made 
1  ucvi-.u  .Of  'jie  rcoduction  of  a  most 
ttk|Mi%ifc&ic  icwoseeu  and  without  that  he 
'«»!  i  itti>M)fciM  to  form  a  correct  esti- 
Miftii*,  ^oecMT  tbjt  amount  of  force  called 
w  >«  c>e  rr^ht  hon.  Gentleman,  was 
jiiK^'Aa:«  ;o  the  service  of  the  country  or 
•CI.  This  being  the  case,  he  wished  to 
dnw  attention  to  the  under-estimates  of 
tbe  expenses  of  former  years.  He  thought 
that  was  a  question  upon  which  the  House 
ought  at  all  times  to  exercise  the  greatest 
jeal^nsy,  because,  if  any  department  of 
the  Government  brought  forward  estimates 
which  were  lower  than  the  exigencies 
the  public  service  required,  and  that,  not- 
withstanding the  deficiency  of  the  esti- 
mates, they  were  still  to  incur  an  expense 


gued  in  this  way,  he  ought  to  sliow  the 
committee  what  was  the  expense  of 
these  itations  since,  and  add  it  lo  tb«as 
balances.  There  was  another  way  in  which 
the  deBciency  was  made  up,  and  that  was 
the  demand  by  the  Admiralty  for  pari  of 
the  vote  granted  on  the  insurrection  in 
Canada.  He  understood  on  what  groands 
the  naval  department  made  thu  claim* 
He  saw  that  the  first  item  on  which  thny 
claimed,  was  for  wages  to  seamen  and 
marines.  ^  He  wanted  to  know  what  num- 
ber of  seamen  and  marines  they  had  a 
right  so  to  charge  against  the  Canaida  vote? 
He  presumed  the  seamen  were  those  who 
were  employed  on  the  lakes  of  Canada^in 
the  Niagara.     He  wished  to  know  of  the 


to  vote  these  men  twice,  for  they  were 
included  in  the  total  number  of  men  voted 
for  in  the  navy  estimates ;  and  if  he  had 
a  doubt  on  that,  he  would  refer  any  boa. 
Member,  who  had  the  estimates  in  his 
hand,  to  the  explanatory  statement,  in 
which  he  would  see  the  pay  of  this  very 
vessel — a  vessel  employed  on  the  lakes  of 
Canada    as    storekeeper.     Therefore    ha 


in  making  such  estimates,  they  withdrew    hon.  Gentlemen  if  they  were  the  men  f 
from  this  House  the  advantage  of  having!  [Mr.  Af.  O'Ferrall — Yes.^     That  was  ao& 
a  previous  control  over  the  expenditure  of  j  ficient.     He  saw  the  House  was  called 
the  country.     It  was  a  different  thing  for 
the  House  to  refuse  their  assent  to  the 
estimates  submitted   to   them,  take  into 
consideration  the  whole  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, and  say,  **  We  do  not  think  you  are 
justified  in  incurring  these  expenses,"  from 
that  of  refusing  to  vote  the  expenses  al- 
ready incurred.     He  was  ready  to  admit 
that,  from  the  difficulty  of  perceiving  every 

possible  contingency  in  the  naval  service,  might  say,  that  this  was  a  repayment  for 
It  was  not  surprising  that  there  should  be  a  bolstering  up  the  deficiency  of  the  naval 
deficiency  in  some  departments — they  had  votes  of  1839 — for  the  Admiralty  mada 
seen  that  occur  on  various  occasions ;  an  application  in  October  last,  and 
some  departments  were  over  estimated, 
while  others  were  under  estimated  ;  but,  on 
the  balance  of  the  whole,  there  was  gene- 
rally a  sufficient  sum  voted,  in  the  first  |  in  the  vote,  was  really  above  70,00OiL 
instance,  to  cover  the  whole  expenditure.  That  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  im* 
He  must  ronfiss,  then,  that  he  was  not  portant  deficiency,  and  one  for  which,  ha 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  given  by  the  conceived,  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the  Ad* 
hon.  Secretary  to  the  yAdniiralty,  with  re-  i  miralty  had  not  yet  assigned  any  iuflficieni 
gard  to  the  dcticiencies  of  1839  and  18-10.  i  reason.  At  the  same  time  he  was  quita 
In  the  first  place,  he  was  disposed  to  state  .  ready  to  allow,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  deficiency  of  1839  considerably  higher  I  any  man,  ut  one  view,  to  have  a  cor« 
than  the  hon.  Member  had  taken  it.  It  ;  rect  notion  of  what  our  naval  eipeniaa 
was  true  that,  on  the  balance-sheet  of  the  j  really  were.  He  would  come  now  to  Iha 
naval  expenses,  there  was  a  balance  stated  supplemental  estimate,  which  was  to  make 
of  29,600/.,  for  which  the  vote  was  now  to  '  good  the  deficiency  of  the  estimates  for  iha 
be  given  ;  but,  first,  the  hon.  Member  had  !  present  year,  and  to  provide  for  the  exoeat 
no  ri^ht  wiiatever  to  take  credit  for  the  of  expenditure  between  the  1st  of  January 
unestimated  balances  of  former  years,  and  the  1st  of  March.  The  ooly  iualiftl 
especially  on  the  ground  taken  by  the  Ad-    cation  to  be  oficred  by  the  naval  depait- 


ceived  from  them  a  grant  of  3,000^  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  deficiency  of 
1 839,  instead  of  being  29,000/.  at  ttatad 


miralty,  that  tlie  accounts  from  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  Triucomalee  had  not 
been  received,  and  that,  therefore,  when 
they  received  them  at  a  late  period,  they 


ment  for  having  these  votes  brought  for- 
ward after  the  expenditure  had  b^n  in« 
curred,  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  waa 
that  they  had  arisen  from  loma  rirraai 


1169      Committee  qf  SiKpply^        {Mauga  1}  Ao^  BfltMolti.  1170 


Blaoces  which  could  not  be  perceived  at 
the  time,  they  called  on  Parliameot  to 
vote.    Well  then,  he  said  that  the  Admi- 
ralty department  must  have  known-— at 
least  they  ought  to  have  known — in  July 
last,  that  the  supplemental  estimate  they 
called  on  the  House  to  vote,  was  per- 
fectly inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  service.     There  was  extreme  incon- 
venience  in  coming  forward   at  various 
times,   and  voting  certain  sums  for   the 
navy  at  one  period^  and  certain  sums  at 
another  period.     To  couple  the  naval  to 
the  supplementary  estimates  was  the  way 
to  make  a  great  deficiency  in  the  estimates 
for  the  present  year.  The  only  explanstion 
that  could  be  offered  by  the  natal  depart- 
ment for  bringing  them  forward  in  this 
way  was,  that  the  reason  for  some  of  the 
estimates  could  not  have  been  foreseen. 
But  he  said  they  must  have  known  it,  or, 
at  least,  that  they  ought  to  have  known  it. 
He  wished  to  show  that,  when  the  naval 
department  in  July  last,  submitted  their 
supplemental  estimates  to  the  House,  it 
was  their  duty  to  have  brought  under  the 
full  consideration  of  the  House,  the  total 
amount  of  expenditure  likely  to  be  in- 
curred ;  and  they  ought  not  to  have  called 
upon  the  House  to  vote  a  sum  of  money 
perfectly  insufficient  for    their  purpose, 
setting  aside  any  increased  expenditure 
they  were  called  upon  to  make  in  conse- 
quence of  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
France.     When   the   Chancellor    of    the 
Exchequer  brought  forward  his  Budget, 
on  the  15th  of  May  last  year,  he  called 
his  attention  to  the  excess  of  the  navy 
expenses  at  that  period,  and  to  the  fact 
that,  according  to  his  own  account,  which 
was  laid  upon  the  Table  of  this  House,  be 
believed,  on  the  same  day,  it  appeared 
that  the  naval  department,  between  the 
1st  of  April,  1839,  and  the  1st  of  April, 
1840,  had  received  300,000/.  more  than 
the  sum  voted  by  this  House  for  the  year. 
He  asked  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for 
an  explanation,  which  he  was,  perhaps, 
unable,  or,  from  some  causes,  unwilling 
to  give.     He  stated  to  him,  that  the  con- 
sequence of  that  must  be,  that  the  sum  of 
money  must  be  taken  from  the  estimates 
voted  for  the  current  year  to  provide  for 
that  excess  of  the  expenditure  of  former 
years — that  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
found  that  at  the  end  of  the  present  year^ 
1840,  the  sum  for  the  supplies  was  not 
sufficient,  it  would  derange  alt  his  calcQ* 
lations,  and  that  there  inmld  benhurfe 


deficiency  of  revenuet  comparad.  with  Iht 
expenses  of  this  year.    By  the  rttmnm 
which  he  moved  for  on  the  15th  of  laal 
month  it  appeared  that  in  Aoril^  1839, 
there  remained  a  balance  on  tne  votea  ek 
the  former  year  to  the  credit  of  the  navy 
in  the  Exchequer  of  no  less  than  460,2(m1 
The  whole  of  that  sum,  no  donbtt,  was 
required  to  discharge  the  expenses  whieh 
had  been  previously  incarred,  and  whidi 
properly  belonged  to  the  year  for  whioh 
the  money  was  voted.    With  regard  to 
the  statement  for  the  present  year,  the 
Admiralty  had  no  justification  whataver 
for  keeping  the  Treasury  in  the  dark,  or 
the  Chancellor-  of   the  Exchequer  waa 
clearly  wrong  in  not  bringing  before  the 
notice  of  the  House,  this  gieat  increase  io 
the  expenditure  of  the  navy.    It  appauiad 
to  him  that  the  various  departments  of  the 
State,  acted  as  if  they  were  independent 
of  each  other,  and  that  no  two  were  aware 
of  another's  proceedings.    There  had  been 
a  gross  blunder  in  the  preparatkin  of  the 
estimates  of  last  year.    The  number  of 
men  required  to  complete  the  complement 
of  the  ships  was  26,000,  while  the  AdaM- 
ralty  proposed  a  vote  for  24,000  only. 
The  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  tho 
Colonies^  had  told  them  on  that  occasioo, 
that  he  did  not  think  any  increased  nnas- 
ber  of  seamen  would  be  required  in  conse- 
quence of  the  situation  in  which  the  oomi* 
try  was  placed.    He  (Sir  G.  Clerk)  was 
glad  at  the  time  to  have  heard  that  an* 
nouncement,  but  he  found  the  House  had 
been  misled  by  it.    The  noble  Lord  most 
himself  have  known  that  France  had  tbeo 
refused  to  be  a  party  to  the  settlement  of 
the  Eastern  Question.    When  the  sopple* 
mentary  estimates  had  been  brought  (oh 
ward,  the  noble  Lord,  on  bemg  naked 
whether  the  Government  intended  to  aeni 
a  reinforcement   to   the  Mediterraneaa^ 
answered  that^  they  did  not,  and  that  wo 
were  not  to  have  more  ships  in  Jnly  than 
in  January.    A  few  weeks  after,  howevoTt 
a  large  vessel,  the  Calcntta,  waa  comnia- 
sioned  for  the  Mediterranean.    He  thonght 
therefore,  he  waa  justified  in  saying  thai 
if  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  fer  the 
Colonies,  had  been  in  commnnicatkHi  with 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Forem 
Afiairs,  it  would  have  been  impoaaiUe  ior 
him  to  make  the  statement  whkh  he  had 
made.     With   regard  to   the  vote   iar 
161,50M.,  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Seem* 
tary  to  the  Admiraltyt  had  saki,  that  If 
they  bitd  moTtd  for  it  \mi  ywr,  tbiy 
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Parliaiiient>  when  they  saw  the  prepara- 
tiolu  which  were  making,  and  that  it  was 
not  merely  a  question  of  ordonnances  on 
paper,  but  that  great  efforts  were  making 
m  the  French  ports,  and  an  active  equip- 
ment of  ships  going  on,  that  anything  was 
done  in  this  country.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  stated  that  there  was  a  mistake  in 
the  accounts  as  to  the  increase  of  seamen's 
wages.  But  he  believed  that  the  real  state 
of  the  case  was,  that  the  amount  of  men 
was  so  far  lower  that  the  amount  of  money 
voted  was  sufficient  for  the  payment  of  the 
force.  As  regarded,  therefore,  the  ques- 
tion of  money<»*the  question  of  the  men 
was  a  different  question— it  was  sufficient 
for  the  payment  of  the  men  wanted  in 
those  three  months  which  elapsed  between 
the  date  of  the  vote  and  the  period  of  which 
he  had  spoken ;  still  he  did  not  mean  to 
contend  that  the  Government  had  pursued 
the  ordinary  course.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
had  rightly  stated  what  was  the  constitu- 
tional course.  [Sir  J.  Graham,  hearTX  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  cheered  him, 
and  who  had  taken  so  active  a  part  in  ex- 
posing the  conduct  of  our  naval  affairs,  and 
the  concealments  which  took  place  when 
the  hon*  Gentleman  (Sir  G.  Clerk)  had  a 
share  in  the  administration  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, no  doubt  fully  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  that.  But  at  the  time  he 
spoke  of  the  real  question  with  the  Go- 
vernment was,  how  they  were  to  maintain 
the  peace  of  Europe  ?  That  was  the  main 
and  the  great  question.  The  question  of 
making  themselves  responsible  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  161,000/.  more  than  the  esti- 
mates was  a  secondary  question.  Their 
paramount  duty  they  felt  was  to  preserve 
the  peace  of  Europe,  and  not  have  the  re- 
presentatives of  France  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  English  House  of  Commons  on  the 
other,  discussing  these  questions  in  a  spirit 
which  might  have  led  to  a  collision  between 
the  two  nations.  Acting  upon  these  con- 
siderations, her  Majesty's  Government  had 
not  avoided  the  responsibility  of  asking 
Parliament  for  a  sum  of  money  which  had 
been  expended,  but  had  not  been  voted. 
Such  had  been  their  policy;  but  he  was 
happy  to  say,  that  it  had  succeeded.  There 
was  no  longer  any  question  between  Mc- 
hemet  Ali  and  England ;  that  was  set  en- 
tirely at  rest  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had,  therefore,  the  satisfaction  to  think, 
that  in  taking  measures  to  maintain  the 
independence  of  the  Turkish  empire  they 
had  avoided  any  serious  collision  with  any 
other  power.    However,  that  question  was 


quite  a  different  one  from  thai  before  the 
House,  and  might  be  discussed  on  other 
occasions.  But  the  question,  as  he  bad 
stated,  with  her  Majesty's  Government  had 
been,  what  they  could  do  that  would  be 
best  calculated  to  preserve  the  peace  of 
Europe.  He  had  not  risen  to  enter  into 
the  details  mentioned  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, with  which  no  doubt  he  was  fully 
acquainted,  but  to  state  these  condden^ 
tions  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Hume  was  glad  that  the  noble  Lord 
admitted  the  extraordinary  nature  of  tiie 
proceedings.  The  noble  Lord  considered 
that  he  was  warranted  by  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  country  was  plaoedp 
in  taking  upon  himself  that  responsibilitjr. 
He  differed  entirely  from  the  noble  Lord  oo 
that  point,  and  he  would  state  to  the  Home 
the  grounds  on  which  he  did  sa  The  no- 
ble Lord  had  stated,  that  by  means  of 
taking  upon  themselves  this  responsibQilj 
the  Government  had  maintained  the  peMe 
of  Europe.  He  denied  that  altogether. 
He  contended  that  they  had  disturi>ed  the 
peace  of  Europe.  Europe  was  in  pecfeei 
peace  at  the  time  when  the  noble  Lord  en* 
tered  into  that  convention  of  the  15th  of 
July ;  there  was  not  the  least  sign  of  e  dis- 
turbance. The  French  had  been  increasiiiff 
their  fleet  for  many  years,  but  the  object  at 
that  was  to  maintain  that  position  whiA 
was  consistent  with  their  station  amonast 
the  Powers  of  Europe.  But  what  did  tke 
noble  Lord  say  ?  The  noble  Lord  saidt  re- 
ferring to  the  Cabinet,  they  had  maintained 
the  peace  of  Europe  at  an  expense  of 
1 60,000/.  Why,  good  God !  the  eslinmte 
for  the  present  year  was  a  million,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  noble  Lord's  policy,  and 
ten  millions  would  not  cover  the  expenses 
of  that  rash  affair.  The  Government  had 
no  right  to  enrol  more  men  than  were 
voted  by  the  House,  without  its  consent, 
and  without  such  grounds  as  would  appear 
to  the  country  satisfactory.  Was  tnere 
anything  threatening  the  peace  of  England 
or  her  colonies,  or  of  any  part  of  the  Britisli 
empire?  Nothing  whatever.  It  was  m 
intermeddling  in  the  affair  of  the  TurfcUh 
empire,  under  the  plea  of  maintaining  its 
integrity.  Instead,  however,  of  doing  thai 
they  had  perpetuated  the  disturbances  and 
the  weakness  of  that  empire.  He  had 
warned  the  noble  Lord  again  and  again  in 
the  month  of  July,  and  when  the  vote  for 
an  additional  number  of  seamen  was  calkd 
for  he  had  objected  to  it.  He  knew  what  the 
plans  of  the  noble  Lord  were,  and  he  knew 
his  antipathy  to  intermeddle  in  the  aSrirsof 
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summed  thit  xich  *  itep  would  lie  tikai 
mthout  ccUing  ParUnttent  together.  H« 
Celt  hinuelf  Junified,  tharaftn,  in  movioK 
that  the  vote  be  poitpoBed  nntil  ther  hai 
the  oorreqnodeDoe  on  the  TUile-'if  Uw 
were   nitide  out  then  let  the  voM 


the  Eatt,  and  that  if  he  had  got  the  Tote 
it  would  enable  him  to  embroil  himaelf. 
The  House,  however,  differed  from  him, 
and  the  vote  waj  pused.  In  July  it  had 
come  to  his  knowledge  that  the  treatj  had 
been  signed,  and  believing  that  it  would  in- 
volve the  countrj  in  war,  he  bad  asked  the  be  agreed  to,  and  if  not,  let  it  be  W 
noble  Lard  to  stale  if  that  were  so.  The  ,  jected.  Until  that  was  done  he  hoped  thM 
House  would  recollect  his  answer.  He  House  would  not  allow  a  vote  iDemrrad  ia 
could  get  nothing  definite,  hut  it  amounted  i  mcb  a  waj  to  past.  Thef  wefo  now  «dU 
lo  a  denial.  He  asked  if  thej  were  tending  .  m  to  support  an  armed  navy  at  4ljlX0 
out  troops,  and  he  was  informed  that  he  was  men  )  that  was  an  enonnoiii  eitaldiihmMt.- 
mistaken  in  his  information  —  a  general  .  A  few  years  ago  the  establi'ihineBt  6m  A» 
answer.  Now,  it  turned  out,  that  be  had  oavy  amounted  to  34,000  and  25,000  men^ 
been  correctly  informed.      Did  the  noUe  '  und  the  utmoft  number  at  any  time  M 


Lord  suppoee  that  his  conduct  at  tbat 
would  be  otherwise  than  ofiennve  to 
France,  and  risk  the  kw  of  the  friendship 
and  alliance  of  that  country  ?  He  was 
anxious  to  have  (he  documents  before  him, 
because  he  thought  they  would  make  out  a 
clear  case  of  neglect.     The  real  truth  was. 


period  to  whiih  he  alluded  was  36,000 
men,  and  ihiise  establishments  were  eOB/i  ■ 
Mdered  very  la^ ;  what,  thn,  must  host. 
Members  Uiirik  of  sudi  an  amMnent  •• 
41,000  men?  Hon.  Members  ought  not, 
tie  insisted,  to  support 
estabiisbment  n 


to  support  a  vote  far  so  om^ 
biisbment  without  some  expin* 


that  the  noble  Lord  and  the  Catanet  knew  i  oatiou  being  given  for  its  existence,     Hw 


wfll  that  tliey  had  determined  on  hostili- 
iJei,  every  dock-yard  was  full,  and  muskets 
and  seamen  were  sending  out  to  stir  up 
disaffection  and  rebellion  in  tbe  East, 
and  give  countenance  to  tbe  interferenoe  of 
tbe  British  Government.  On  tbe  24th  of 
July,  when  they  had  determined  on  hos- 
tilities, tbe  House  should  not  have  been 
allowed  to  separate  without  information 
on  that  subject.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman spoke  of  his  opposition,  but  he  saw 
very  well  it  bad  but  little  effect.  If  hon. 
Member?!  on  the  other  side  supported  him  it 
might  have  some  effect,  but  when  he  re- 
ceived support  from  neither,  what  hope 
what  chance  was  there,  but  to  be  laughed 
at?  He  believed  tbe  Government  were 
afraid  of  meeting  the  House  of  Commons^ 
and  letting  the  public  know  that  the  peace 
of  Europe  was  about  to  be  disturbed 
through  their  interference.  Bold  as  th^ 
were  they  were  not  hold  enough  to  staK 
their  case  to  the  country  at  tbat  time. 
But  when  Psrliement  had  separated,  what 
check  was  there  that  they  might  not 
enrol  50,000  men  mora  than  were 
voted ;  the  principle  was  the  same,  and 
they  actually  did  enroll  3,545  men  more 
than  were  voted.  The  noble  Lord  said 
they  would  take  the  renponsibility,  hut  tu; 
(Mr.  Hume)  said,  make  out  the  case  first. 
He  wished  to  see  all  the  correqwndencc 
between  this  Government  and  France, 
and  lie  was  satisfied  it  would  fail  to  make 
out  their  case.  The  vote  now  befoce  them 
was  contrary  to  the  usual  pracdee  of  Pai^ 
liaiueut,  aud  indeed  at  the  tine  no  one 


liament  had  now  sat  five  weeka,  and  thaea 
had  been,  be  contended,  sufBaent  tia* 
during  that  period  to  make  such  amnga- 
ments  as  would  enable  the  noble  I^icd  to 
^ve  the  required  ezpIanatiDn.  He  would, 
therefore,  move  that  the  propeH  of  the 
vote  he  postponed  until  they  should  hanb 
laid  on  tbe  Table  of  the  Hooae  llie  cotin< 
spondence  which  would  enaUe  hon.  Han^ 
beis  to  judge  how  for  Govemmait  waa 
warranted  in  the  re^wnufaili^  which  th^ 
had  taken  upon  thenuelns. 

Hr.  C.  Wood  said,  that  the  question  ba 
understood  to  be  before  the  Honse  waa  ■ 
vote  of  29,000/.  to  make  up  the  deftciann 
in  ibe  accounts  up  to  the  31st  of  Apri^ 
I84I.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
had,  he  apprehended,  mistaken  the  iinmfr< 
diate  subject  under  discussion. 

Sir  /.  Oraham  said,  it  was  deairaUa 
that  they  should  keep  tbe  vote  of  29,000r 

Krfecllf  distinct  from  that  of  16l,00pf. 
e  wished  to  know  wh*  it  waa  that  whan 
ihe  supplemental  estimate  was  propoaaj) 
last  Session  of  Parliament — when  Ihf 
balance  of  29,000/,  was  ascertained'-du(t 
balance  was  not  brought  under  the  OOKr 
nizance  of  the  Honse — why  it  was  potts 
ponedl  - 

Mr.  M.  (ri^erra/ibelieTedthatheeoid^ 
reply  satisfactorily  both  to  this  queatioB 
aud  to  the  observations  of  tha  ripit  htb 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Btaaf<)q£ 
Tbe  excess  of  39,00<)/.,  which  vaa  mi^Bt 
of  account,  was  erroneoasly 
niOithe  160.000(.,  .which 


sly  miMd  «| 
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estimate.  He  would  acldreu  himself 
solely  to  the  question  of  the  29,000/.  and 
the  5,000/.  which  was  carried  forward 
from  the  ways  and  means  for  1839,  and 
accounted  for  in  the  balance  sheet  laid  on 
the  Table.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Stamford  was  the  last  person 
from  whom  he  should  have  expected  to 
hear  some  of  the  observations  which  he 
had  made,  since  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
must  perfectly  well  know  that,  from  the 
various  exigencies  of  the  public  service, 
it  was  sometimes  next  to  impossible  to 
keep  strictly  to  the  amount  of  each  par- 
ticular head  of  estimate.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  recollect,  that  he  foretold  in 
1831,  when  the  new  system  of  account 
was  introduced,  that  a  surplus  expenditure 
must  sometimes  occur.  Me  was  equally 
surprised  at  the  observation  which  had  fal- 
len from  the  right  hon.  (lentlenmn  the 
Member  for  Pembroke,  who,  in  the  fourth 
of  his  own  regulations,  had  provided 
that,  when  an  excess  arose  upon  the 
estimate,  it  should  be  voted  at  the 
next  time  of  bringing  the  estimates  for- 
ward, and  such  is  our  present  proceeding, 
of  which  he  complains.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  asked  why  this  supplemen- 
tary vote  had  not  been  submitted  to  Parlia- 
ment in  July  last.  He  must  know  perfectly 
well  that  by  his  own  regulations  that  was 
perfectly  impossible.  He  must  know,  that, 
though  the  accounts  were  made  up  to  the 
31st  of  March,they  were  not  closed  untilthe 
30th  of  November,  to  allow  the  accounts 
from  distant  stations  to  coine'in.  In  the 
intervening  period  this  year  there  came 
in  the  accounts  from  the  Cape,  Trinco- 
malee,  and  the  other  distant  stations. 
There  was  a  large  balance  on  the  31st  of 
March,  which  remained  subject  to  the  de- 
mands from  the  distant  stations,  until  the 
accounts  were  closed  in  November.  The 
month  of  Novcml>er  was  fixed  with  that 
view.  As  to  the  Cape,  in  consequence  of 
a  reduction  of  clerks  cfFected  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  himself,  the  storekeeper  had 
found  it  totally  impossible  to  make  up 
his  accounts  by  the  usual  lime,  and  they 
did  not  arrive  until  December,  1840. 
Tiiose  from  Trincomnlee  were  received  at 
the  end  of  November,  soon  after  the  ac- 
counts were  closed ;  but  they  were  not  con- 
sidered so  material  as  to  render  it  necessary 
to  movethom  in  a  separate  supplementary 
vote.  The  excess  of  29,000/.,  therefore, 
could  not  be  known  until  the  whole  of  the 
accounts  were  made  up.  In  1831  the  right 


hon.  Gentlemen  had  stated  it  to  be  bit  in- 
tention strictly  to  adhere  to  each  head  m 
voted  in  the  estimates,  and  if  he  should 
exceed  the  vote  on  any  particular  item,  he 
would  apply  to  the  House  for  its  ianotion 
to  apply  the  surplus  on  other  heads  to 
make  up  the  deficiency.  Twelve  montba 
of  office  entirely  changed  the  virtuous  in- 
tentions of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  oxpe* 
rience  softened  his  reforming  leal,  and  in 
1832,  when  he  introduced  his  bill,  under 
the  provisions  of  which  the  balance  sheet 
is  produced,  he  purposely  omitted  to  give 
effect  to  the  intention  he  announced  in 

1831,  and  gave  a  practical  example  in 

1832,  of  the  irregularity  he  condemned 
the  year  before.  His  first  balance  sheet 
in  1833  will  prove  it,  by  exceeding  hit 
estimate  on  no  less  than  thirteen  headi, 
out  of  twenty-nine  heads,  of  which  the 
estimates  were  then  composed.  We  have 
followed  in  the  steps  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  father  of  Naval  reform,  and 
yet  he  is  now  the  first  to  question  our 
acts  under  circumstances  far  more  difficult 
than  he  ever  had  to  contend  with,  tl- 
though  we  have  complied  with  the  act  of 
Parliament  and  all  the  regulations  he 
framed.  It  should  be  bcrne  in  mind, 
in  connexion  with  the  present  volei 
that  a  large  force  had  been  employed  in 
Canada  and  elsewhere  ;  and,  where  theie 
was  a  question  of  so  great  a  sum,  could 
any  man  sav  that  there  might  not  be  en 
excess  of  29,000/.?  As  to  the  5,0001,, 
hon.  Gentlemen  would  find,  if  they  looked 
at  the  balance*sheet  in  their  hands  fbr 
1839-40,  that  no  blame  was  to  be  allnehed 
to  the  Admiralty,  there  being  e  ccr* 
tificate  at  foot  attesting  that  the  accounta 
from  the  Cape  and  Trincomalee  had  net 
been  then  received.  It  was  hence  bron^t 
into  the  balance-sheet  for  the  present  year, 
showing  that  there  was  no  object  whatever 
for  concealment.  As  to  the  49,0001., 
the  Canada  vote,  they  would  find  it  ac- 
counted for  under  every  head  of  expendi- 
ture.  l/>,0<)0/.,  to  which  the  Member  ler 
Stamford  referred,  was  for  the  service  on 
the  lakes,  the  official  authorities  of  Ca- 
nada, alarmed  at  the  state  of  the  frontier, 
having  provided  an  increase  of  two  or  three 
strong  vessels.  An  increased  rate  of  pay 
was  always  given  on  the  lakes:  which  in 
addition  to  the  increased  number  of  men, 
would  acroiini  for  the  increased  expendi- 
ture under  the  head  of  wages. 

Sir  ./.  Oraham  was  bound  to  say,  that 
the  answer  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
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twi 


Mtisfactory.    He  certainly  attached  great  1  been  proposed  it  might  have  added  10  th« 
importance  to  the  principle  that  Parlia-   irritation  and  jealousy  of  Fmnoe,  and  dt- 


ment  should  receive  the  earliest  informa- 
tion on  these  questions.  This  was  his 
principle  in  1831,  and  he  still  adhered  to 
it.  He  had  put  the  question  simply  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  departure  from 
the  estimate  accounted  for.  He  admitted 
that,  with  the  utmost  care,  it  was  impossi* 
ble  to  make  such  an  estimate  as  might  not 
be  exceeded.  He  did  not  recollect  so  ac- 
curately now  as  he  had  heretofore  done 
the  routine  of  office,  and  had  thought  that 
the  accounts  might  have  been  made  up  at 
an  earlier  period. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  observed,  that  the  day  to 
which  the  accounts  should  be  made  up 
was  prescribed  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in 
the  words  **  on  or  before  the  30th  of  No- 
vember." It  was  true,  that  a  certain  sum 
had  been  taken  from  the  million  granted 
in  1839  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service  in  Canada,  and  applied  to  the  ser- 
vice  on  the  lakes ;  but  in  the  course  of  the 
ensuing  spring  the  Secretary  for  the  Colo- 
nies intimated  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  increase  the  estimate  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  men  on  the  lakes,  whereupoh 
he  stated  in  reply  that  he  must  either 
move  a  supplementary  estimate,  or  eome 
upon  the  million  for  an  additional  propor- 
tion. The  Treasury  said  that  they  Would 
not  advance  the  sum,  but  that  when  the 
accounts  were  sent  in  they  would  lepay  to 
the  naval  department  what  it  had  actually 


feat  our  desire  for  peaod.  The  aobte  Lord 
then  added,  that  a  course  whkrh  wottU  bi 
objectionablet   under    ordinary   ciicmiM 
stances^  was  justified  by  the  ejttraordlinaffjf 
state  of  Europe  in  July  last.    He  alio  iia«» 
derstood  the  noble  Lord  to  say,  that  the 
cdursepursued  had  been  justified  by  SMm 
cess.  There  were  two  ways  of  uodermn^ 
ing  that  declaration.  If  it  meant  that tlMM 
was  now  no  cause  for  mnmndenitaiidtilgf 
growing  up  out  of  the  Eastern  quesliotf 
between   France  and  this  eountryi  If  it 
were  true  that  all  mtounderstattdlngi  to* 
tween  France  and  this  country  wei^  sit  all 
end,  he  hailed  the  declaration  wHh  p^<* 
feet  satisfaction.    But  he  was  not  cerlahi 
whether  the  noble  Lord  did  nOC  mean  tD 
say  that  the  possession  of  Syria  was  now 
out  of  the  question,  and  that  there  was'^i 
practical  though  perhaps  temporary  ist- 
tiement  of  the  questions  arising  betweSM 
Prance  and  this  country  out  of  the  aSalM 
of  the  east,  on  account  of  the  iinpoisibilit|jf 
of  Mehemet  Ali*s  recovering  Syha.    That 
might  be  another  constructioUy  but  he 
hoped  it  was  not  the  proper  one.    He 
hoped  that  the  noble  Lord's  intimatioQ 
was,  that  the  eastern  question  was  eon- 
pletely   terminated^  and  that  so  far  as 
France  was  concerned  all  causes  of  mis* 
understanding  were  at  an  end.    Being  in 
doubt  as  to  the  eonstruction  he  put  on  the 
noble  Lord's  words,  he  wished  to  ask  wba* 


expended.     Hence  it  was,  that  this  par-    ther  that  which  he  aiocetely  hoped  and 
ticular  estimate  bore  the  date  of  the  11th    wished  for  was  the  right  one. 


of  May,  1840. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  did  not  object  to  this  vote, 
but  always  eipected  the  naval  department 
to  make  out  its  estimates  clearly,  and,  if 
possible,  in  the  first  instance. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  that 
161,500/.  for  the  excess  of  the  naval  ex- 
penditure beyond  the  sums  granted  for 
the  year  ending  the  diet  of  March,  1841, 
be  granted  to  her  Majesty. 

Sir  R,  Peel  wished  to  ask  a  question. 
In  the  course  of  the  speech  delivered  by 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Co- 
lonies, that  noble  Ix)rd  made  a  declaration 
which  appeared  to  him  of  very  great  im- 
portance. 1'he  noble  Lord  said,  that  one 
of  the  reasons  why  an  additional  estimate 
was  not  taken  to  provide  for  the  possible 
consequences  of  the  misunderstanding 
with  France  on  account  of  the  Syrian 
question  was,  that  if  such  an  estimate  had 


Viscount  PfUmertton  s  If  I  understood 
the  noble  Lord  rightly*  he  alluded  to  a 
recent  declaratk>n  of  a  person  who  held  a 
high  rank  in  the  French  goveranioot  at 
the  tine  when  those  transactiona  took 
place.  If  the  right  hon*  Oentleasan  aska 
ma  what  is  the  present  state  of  Iba  rtlo- 
tions  of  the  two  countnea,  I  cin  hate  ao 
hesitation  in  saying  that  I  do  not  see  aay^ 
thing  coonacted  with  those  roatteia»  or 
likely  to  ariae  out  of  them,  which,  in  hay 
opinion,  can  in  any  way  tend  to  inliirio|^ 
the  friendly  and  pacifie  rolatioM  baiwain 
the  two  eountries. 

Mr.  QonUmrn  said,  the  pffismt  vote  In- 
volved the  conduct  of  the  Uovernmeflt,8iifl 
aflfected  a  most  important  frincM^  IMn 
which  the  House  shoold  not  sn  Ar  a  At. 
paftuiB  withoat  the  greatest  neeettHf. 
When  he  looked  to  the  two  estimates  of  lj|t 
year,  and  the  sttppteftDefttaff  Mlmato  oMr 
Mbre  ifaetn,  hediAnoeaBe  aflyJasdleilMi 
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much  eicttement  prevailed  in  Tnaet,  ia 
the  months  of  October  and  Norember— 
when    men    were     taken     out    of   thar 


for  tlie  course  the  Govemiueiit  had  pur-- 
micd.  What  he  was  particularly  complaiii- 
ing  of  was,  that  the  noble  Lordf  in  July, 
1 640,  was  aware,  that  a  greater  sum  would 
be  required  for  the  expenditure  of  the  navj 
than  was  asked  for  in  the  estimates,  and  that 
he  gave  no  intimation  of  it  to  Parliament. 

Lord  J.  RuMell:  What  1  stated  was 
that  there  was  a  probabilitj  that  an  addi- 
tional estimate  might  be  required  ;  but 
that  it  might  happen,  that  no  additional 
expenditure  might  be  required.  It  was  at 
that  time  a  matter  of  doubt. 

Mr.  Goulbarn  resumed.  All  estimates 
are  matters  of  probability.  But,  Isoking 
at  thin  estimate,  he  perceived  several 
items  of  expenditure,  thut  were  certain, 
that  might  have  been  foreseen,  and 
the  voting  of  whicdi,  in  the  last  Ses- 
sion of  I^liament,  could  not  possibly 
have  occasioned  alarm  or  uneasiness  in  tbc 
minds  of  foreign  powers  ;  for  instance, 
there  was  an  item  for  the  jmcket  service  of 
the  West-India  stations.  There  being  in 
July,  last  year,  a  probability  that  an  addi- 
tional expenditure  would  be  necessary  be- 
yond the  vote  which  Parliament  was  then 
called  upon  lo  sanction,  if  not  by  the  full 
amount  of  the  1GO,000/,  still  by  a.  consider- 
able portion  of  it,  he,  for  one,  could  not 


men^ant  ships  aad  placed  in  the  anai 
depots  of  Brest  and  Toulon^whm  Uk 
most  active  prepftratimis,  naval  and  mili- 
tary, were  being  made  by  Fiance,  her 
Majesty's  Government  thought  it  waa  »»■ 
cessarj'  to  show,  that  we  were  equal!; 
well  provided,  and,  therefore,  it  was,  tliat 
additional  ships  had  been  put  in  conunissiaB, 
which  required  a  greater  number  of  men 
than  the  estimate  provided  for  ;  aad  thua 
caused  the  increased  expenditure  now  eon- 
plained  of. 

Sir  R.  Peel  i  The  queclion  that  here 
arose  was,  however  this : — Supposing  that 
it  were  deemed  probable  that,  during  the 
recess  an  increase  of  force,  naval  or  nili- 
lary,  would  be  required,  according  to  all 
ordinary  and  constitutional  priociplet  it 
would  be  the  duty  of  the  Government  lo 
inform  Parliament  that  such  an  emergency 
might  be  expected,  and  to  take  a  discre- 
tionary vote  10  meet  it.  That  might  b* 
done  without  any  estimate  by  a  vote  of 
credit ;  under  ordinary  circumstances,  that 
would  be  the  proper  course.  But  Miuit- 
lera  said,  that  there  was  danger  ofiocnas* 
ing  the  irritable  feelinga  that  prenilcd  I 


admit,  that  the  Government  were  justified  p^^  y,  ^kiog  a  precautioD  that  night 
jncommg  to  Parliament  for  a  vote  so  far  have  been,  or  might  not  bave  been,  nc^if 
bdow  what  in  their  opinion  the  exigencies  ,„y.  The  noble  Lord  admitted,  that 
of  the  pubhc  service  might  probably  re-  ^|.,'„  j,,e  supplementary  vote  of  la^^  jnt 
SStToSwT^r'-^eqS^"'''-  """''"•  i^»Kigh7,  probable  th.I« 
lar.  M.  &FtrraU  repfi^  that  when  ,  '"=«>«='i  "Pfnd'tun!  m.ght  be  neca^. 
™-..  was  taken  in    ''"'  ^^  ^^'^^'^   '*""  ''"^"  ""  aomethjog 

en,that amount  I  P*^"''"  '"  '^^  c.rcumsUnce.  of  the  pR. 

idcrcd  sufficient  *^"'  "«  '^"  justified  the  GoverntDCOt 
to  enable  the  Government  to  carry  out  all  '  '",  '"^'"K  t^js  responsibilily  upon  ihen- 
thc  intentions  of  the  treaty  of  July.     The    •''1«<.  .'a'her  than  make  a  comniuDicaUoa 


the  supplementary  estimate  was  taken 
July,  last  year,  for  2,000  men,  that  amount 
of  additional  force  "      '      ~  ' 


way  the  navy  estimates  were  framed  w 


to  Parliament  that  might  possibly  have  in- 


to take  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  I  Cfeo'ed  the  probabihiy  of  a  ruplure  with 
whole  number  of  ships,  and  calculate  the  F""".  He  would  not  say.there  were  no 
number  of  men  at  full  complement  for  reasons  last  autumn  lo  jusltfy  ihia  depar- 
each  ship,  although  some  of  those  ships '  '"'^*  '^o""  '*"*  """»'  *"*•  conitiluiional 
might  be  fitting  out  in  harbour.  The  J  *■*""■•*>  *""  I**  thought  that  the  Crown 
deficiency  of  men  in  those  ships  in  the  '^ould  have  taken  tome  notice  of  themat- 
early  part  of  the  year,    generally   makes    ^"  •*  '''e  commencement  of  the  present 


ji  for  cieeu  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
if  such  should  occur.  If  in  July  Go- 
vernment had  proposed  to  take  a  greater 
number  of  men,  than  was  actually 
necessary,  they  would  have  given  grounds 
for  that  excitement  that  subsequently 
had  prevailed  in  France.  He  had 
stated,  that  tbc  services  on  the  coast  of 
Syria  Imd  been  performed  liy  the  force, 
that  had  been  voted  in  July.     But  when  so 


Session  ;  and  then.the  subject  having bL__. 
broughlbefore  the  nouse.meana would  have 
been  taken  to  pievent  the  proceeding  in 
Ibis  case  bcriig  brought  forward  m  a  pre- 
cedent on  future  occasions.  In  adcaMMic 
Government  no  such  diflicultj  wonldhan 
arisen,  because  such  a  Government  wobM 
have  had  the  power  to  take  whaievtr  pre- 
cautions nii^ht  be  necessary.  1(  was,  no 
doubt,  one  of  the  inconvenieocict  of  a 
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popular  form  or  OoTeniineni,  that  Minii- 
teniDUit  come  to  Parliament  and  itate 
the  grouod*  on  which  an  iDCTeaie  of  ex- 
penditure for  Buch  a  purpose  was  to  be  in- 
curred. But  what  be  feared  wai,  that  thi> 
precedent  once  eatahlisbed  might  he  oKd 
in  future  easel.  At  the  dole  of  the  pre- 
sent Session  it  might  lo  happen — though 
he  sincerelj  hoped  tbat  it  would  not — that 
our  amicable  relatioas  with  America orsome 
Other  foreign  power,  might  be  disturbed, 
and  there  might  be  danger  that,  in  asking 
Parliament  to  provide  for  the  eraergencjr, 
we  shnuld  increase  the  irritation  that 
might  exist,  and  so  bring  about  that  state 
of  hoilililiei  which  it  must  be  our  wish  to 
BToid.  He  could  understand  the  point 
that  GoTernment  should  abstain  from 
making  communications  to  Parliament  on 
the  subject  of  an;  temporary  alienation 
between  this  and  another  country,  on  the 
ground  that  it  might  tend  to  increase  irri- 
tation, and  thai  if  it  atled  Tor  an  increase 
of  force  the  probability  of  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement would  be  greatly  diminished, 
and  that,  therefore,  under  such  circum- 
stances it  would  be  better  to  leave  the 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  they  might  be  allowed,  on 
their  own  responsibility,  to  make  an  in- 
crease of  force  without  coming  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  it  should  be  recollected,  that 
if  we  got  into  this  practice,  we  should  be 
departing  from  the  sound  constitutional 
rule  which  had  hitherto  been  the  practice 
in  this  country.  He  admitted  that  there 
was  some  difficulty  in  the  present  case, 
and  he  could  conceive  that  such  a  degree 
of  irritation  prevailed  in  France  tbat  it 
might  become  a  matter  of  eipediency  to 
follow  the  course  ttiat  had  been  adopted 
in  the  present  instance.  But  supposing 
that  to  be  the  case,  he  thought  that  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown  had  recommended  that  a  para- 
graph on  the  subject  should  be  inserted  in 
the  speech  from  the  throne,  or  it  might 
have  been  made  a  matter  of  communica- 
tion in  the  shape  of  a  message  to  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  the  Government  bad  fell 
bound  to  fallow  the  course  which  they  had 
in  consequence  of  the  special  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  end   that  they 


CommoDi  had  not  let  the  proceedingt  ptm 
by  unnoticed.  He  would  venture  to  wvf 
that,  if  the  excuse  was  to  be  admilted,tbat 
B  proceeding  of  this  kind  wu  catcnUlad 
to  adrance  amicable  relations  with  fQrei|a 
powers,  the  principle  would  often  be  r^ 
sorted  to  of  increasing  the  forces  witfaoat 
previously  applying  to  Parliament,  It 
was,  therefore,  to  be  regretted,  that  whw 
they  thus  increased  the  naval  forcea  In 
October,  they  did  not  make  acommnnieK- 
tion  to  Parliament,  so  that  the  special  eir- 
comstances  of  the  case  might  not  be  drawn 
into  a  precedent. 

Viscount  Palmerritm  said,  that  in  t&e 
general  constitutional  doctrine  laid  doira 
By  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  on  this  luta- 
ject,  it  was  imposnble  for  him  not  to  eon- 
cur.  The  question,  however,  was,  whether 
this  was  not  a  case  which  ^ould  be  mada 
an  exception  to  the  general  prindple  whidi 
had  been  laid  down.  He  thought  tbat  it  wai, 
for  the  reasons  stated  by  his  noble  Friend. 
He  would  ask  what  was  the  state  of  thiua 


the  time  Parliament   ^ 


I  pronmjt 


zued? 


The  treaty  was  known  to  have  been  signed, 
and  great  irritation  had  been  excited— oor- 


tainlyon  the  most, unfounded  ground 
throughout  the  French  nation.     They 


Mt 


highly  irritated,  and  penoaded  themidvM 
that  uie  aliiance  of  the  Four  Powen  hid 
been  entered  into  for  a  spedflc  and  partietH' 
lar  purpose  against  France.  They  asserted 
most  groundlessly  that  thu  was  a  renewal 
of  the  alliance  of  1814  against  France,  and 
that  it  furnished  an  indication,  on  the  part 
the  allies,  of  an  intention  to  attack 
France.  At  the  time  of  the  prorogation 
of  Parliament,  a  ereatly  incrused  arnu^ 
ment  had  been  made  on  the  part  of  France 
,nd  as  hii  hon.  Friend  the  Secrets^  rf 
the  Admiralty  had  staled,  the  additunil 
force  proposed  for  the  navy  towards  the  end 
of  the  last  Session  was  considered  lufficieQt 
to  carry  out  the  trea^of  July.  Undoabt- 
edly  the  Government  might  have  come 
down  to  Pariianent,  as  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  had  mggeited,  and  might  ham 
drawn  the  attention  uf  the  House  to  the 
circumstances  which  bad  arisen,  and  whicb 
had  created  angiy  feeltnoa  between  Franca 
and  the  FourTowen,  hut  the  truth  was, 
that  Parliament  separated  some  months  pre- 
vious to  the  irritationt  and  to  the  exienrive 


only  justified  by  the  emergency  which  had  \  annaments  which  bad  been  carried  on  io 
arisen.     If  this  had  been  done  it  would  :  that  country,  and  when  it  was  not  posnUe 


appeared   to  future  administraiioni    toknow  to  what  extent  this  feelme  of  ex- 

although  the  House  had  sanctioned  |  citement  would  prevul.     The  runt  hoA. 

Gentleman  nid,  that  at  the  end  ofue  S«* 


have 

that,  aitliough 

the  proceedings  of  the  Government  in  in- 
creasing the  forces,  still  that  the  Hoateof  |  sion,  although  then  mlg^t  be  no 
VOL.  LVI.     {S'^II 
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ate  danger  of  ft  ruplure,  the  Government  |  hare  carried  matter*  much  further  thta 
might  have  come  donnand  taken  a  voteofj  , bey  had  gone.  These  were  the  gnmadi 
credit  in  cai>e  anj  such  emergency  might !  f^  the  adoption  of  the  determination  whidi 
ariie.  This  certainly  might  have  been  ;  the  Government  had  come  to  after  miidi 
done ;    but   the  whole   matter  wa«  fnily  '  reflection.     He  repeated,  nothing 

considered  by  the  Govemnient,  and  it  V—  ■  *  t.    .-   

not  until  after  the  fullest  deliberation 
was  determined  to  pur&ue  the  course  which 


»t  the  Kparation  of  Parliament  Itkdy  to 

uslify  a  larger  increaK  of  force ;    on  ibe 

itrary,  we  expected  that  ihe  initaiion  on 


had  been  adopted.     But  what  would  have  I  the  part  of  Prance  would  have  pi 

been  the  effect  on  France  of  adopting  the    ^nd  that  the  explanations  which  woeahout 


course   alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Ger 


I  would  have  been  cotuidered 


tleman?  It  would  have  been  asserted  thai '^fBcient  and  satisfactory,  and  that  th«« 
the  Engliih  Government  had  asVed  the  >  trauld  not  have  been  any  continuation  of 
Parliament  for  a  large  additional  force,  and  iingry  feelings  between  France  and  ibe 
it  would  have  been  alleged  that  this  was  a  '<  ,)ther  Poweis  of  Europe,  If,  in  the  recni. 
proofof  the  existence  of  an  alliance  against  I  Dnatters  had  proceeded  further,  it  would 
France.  It  would  have  been  asserUd  hy  ,  have  become  necessary  to  have  adopted  other 
France  that  the  En^li^  Government  proceedings.  If  war,  unfortunately,  bad 
would  not  allow  Parliament  to  separatt;  |  token  place,  it  would  have  been  the  dnty  of 
without  obtaining  a  great  addition  to  its  ;  the  Guvemment  to  call  Parliament  ti — 


naval  force,  and  that  this  nat  done  solely 
with  the  view  of  attacking  ua.  There  wouU 
apparently  have  been  great  weight  of  argu- 
ment founded  on  the  adoption  of  such  a  step 
by  the  Government,  and  it  certainly  woulil 
not  have  been  acting  in  a  way  calculated  tt' 
avert  the  risk  of  a  war.  The  same  course 
which  bad  been  pursued  by  England  had 
been  followed  by  the  govemmenis  of  tlw 
Continent.  Englaud,  no  doubt,  woulil 
have  to  undergo  sufferings  and  privations 
in  case  of  a  war,  and  no  doubt  every  co  ■- 
try  involved  in  a  war  with  ua  would 
called  upon  to  make  great  sacrifices.  Ui 
ever  great  the  evils  might  be  to  us, 
douhtedly  they  would  be  much  more  h:- 
verely  fe'l  hy  the  natives  of  Germany,  fiir 
the  sufferings  of  being  exposed  to  a  wnr  by 
land  were  greater  than  any  we  should  be 
likely  to  be  exposed  to.  What  steps,  then, 
did  the  governments  of  Germany  take  ? 
Austria  and  Prussia  scrupulouily  abstained 
for  several  months  from  taking  any  stcjis 
for  the  increase  of  their  armies.  At  a  later 
period  of  the  year,  when  France  was  seen 
to  persist  in  increasing  her  forces,  her  Mu- 
jest y's  Government  deemed  it  necessary  in 
make  aomc  incrc use— certainly  nut  u  verv 
great  one — to  the  naval  forces  of  thin  couiw 
try,  and  at  about  the  same  period  the  nii. 
lions  of  the  continent  found  it  necessary  to 
make  such  addition  to  their  armies  us  would 
enable  them  to  resist  with  effect  i[i  casi-  rif 
being  altncked.  Agreeing, then,  in  the  main 
piinciplu  laid  down  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net, he  ntill  thought  that  the  Government 
were  bound  to  act  as  they  had  done.  In- 
deed,  they  would  have  cxixiscd  themwlvcs 
to  censure  if  they  had  by  any  rashness  or 
indiscrctiun  produced  results  which  would 


ther  ;  hut  as  circumstances  had  tamed  out, 
it  was  unnecessary  to  resort  to  nidi  a 
course,  and,  as  only  some  additioa  to  our 
armaments  was  necessary.  Government  te> 
lied  on  the  assent  of  Parliament  to  tlie  pro- 
ceedings which  hwl  been  adopted  under  tbs 
emergency.  He  begged  the  nuuse  to  recol- 
lect, also,  tliat  her  Majcaty'i  Ministen  bad 
nut  pursued  the  course  which  had  been  fol- 
luwed  in  former  years,  when  the  financial 
year  terminated  in  December,  when  money 
was  expended  without  any  authoritT  from 
Parliament,  and  the  charge  was  earned  Into 
I  tlie  following  year.  In  the  present  cue  tha 
money  expended  would  be  carried  to  tits 
charge  of  tne  financial  year  in  which  it  wai 
applied.  Under  these  circumataneei,  el- 
tliough  he  admitted  that  the  constitntieaal 
principle  had  not  been  strictly  applied,  jet 
still  he  thought  that  the  case  Jurtified  tbe 
course  which  had  been  follow^. 

Sir  R.  Peel  observed  that  the  nobb 
Lord  had  avoided  the  question,  not  onlj 
BB  lo  the  principle  itself,  but  also  ai  to  tha 
application  of  that  principle.  He  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  could  easily  conceive  that,  tut  jew, 
in  the  then  peculiar  state  of  our  fereipi 
relations,  a  vole  of  credit  might  have  been 
I  open  to  the  same  objection  that  mielit 
h^ive  been  urged  against  a  dittincl  in- 
crease in  Ihe  navy  esliinatei.  But  what 
he  had  said  was,  that  if  the  Goveniineat 
contemplated  [he  probability  of  an  in- 
crease, they  ought  rather  to  have  propoaed 
the  specific  increase  they  contemplated, 
slating  (he  grounds  on  which  they  tnov|ht 
it  might  be  necessary;  or,  if  thef  did  not 
wish  lo  enter  into  detail,  ihej  might  have 
taken  a  vote  of  credit,  justified  by  the  ae- 
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CMsity  of  (he  eaie,  and  applicable  to  ttie 
eme^cDcy  ofthe  state.  He  did  not  raean 
lo  implj  that  they  should  have  taken  a 
vote  of  credit,  it  they  thought  the  effect 
of  it  would  have  been  to  increase  ihe  irri. 
talion  that  existed  in  France.  He  bad 
also  gone  on  to  admit,  that  he  could  con- 
ceive it  possible  that  a  Oovernnient  might 
be  jusli6ed  in  taking  on  it  only  a  discre- 
tionary authority  in  increasing  the  military 
and  naval  force  of  the  country,  rather 
than,  by  taking  a  vole  for  it  at  a  pailicu- 
lar  time,  raise  up  discussions  and  engen- 
der feelings  that  might  lend  to  hostilities; 
but  in  that  case,  some  communication 
ought  to  be  made  to  Parliament,  slating 
the  circumstances  under  vrhich  the  strict 
and  constitutional  rule  had  been  departed 
from  ;  and  this  might  properly  have  been 
done  in  the  speech  from  the  throne  In  the 
following  manner: — 

"  Uircumitances  have  occurred  during  Ihe 
recess  which  have  induced  me  lo  direct  an  in- 
crease in  my  naval  force  greater  than  thai 
provided  for  in  the  eslimsies ;  but  this  as- 
sumption of  authority  has  been  justified  by 
the  peculiar  circurnstances  of  the  case,  and  I 
am  confldeni  will  meet  vrilh  jour  sanction.'' 

That  was  the  course  which  Parliament 
would  have  approved  of;  and  at  there 
wai  in  this  case  an  admitted  departure 
from  the  ordinary  and  constitutional  rule, 
some  such  precaution  was  Hecesiary  for 
preventing  the  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  taken  being  lightly  made  ute  of 
as  a  precedent  on  future  occasions. 

Loid  J.  Hutiell  would  not  say,  that  the 
course  suggested  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net might  not  have  been  proper,  but  Mi- 
nisters had  thought  it  more  regular  to 
bring  the  queslioa  before  the  Home  in  a 
committee  of  supply,  when  the  Govern- 
ment were  prepared  to  give  every  explana- 
tion. He,  and  his  nobta  Friend  the  Se- 
cretary for  Foreign  Affairs,  admitted  the 
firinciple  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
aid  down.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  on 
the  other  hand  admitted  that  there  might 
be  circumstances  which  would  justify  a 
departure  from  that  principle.  That  being 
the  feeling  on  both  sides,  it  did  appear  to 
him  that  the  record  of  the  opinion  of  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  and  the  explanation 
of  the  Government  of  the  cireamsiancea 
under  which  this  departure  from  the  rule 
had  taken  place,  would  be  sufficient  to 
prevent  such  a  course  being  taken  on  any 
future  occasion  unless,  as  in  the  prearnt  in- 
stance,  the  circttrasunces  shoald  jmlify  It. 


Mr.  Btme  thotight,  that  no  one  wlio  did 
not  approve  of  the  war  in  Syria  could  vttle 
the  preaent  sum  of  money.  The  noUe 
Lord  said,  that  the  insular  proceeding  on 
the  present  occasion  would  not  be  dra*it 
into  a  precedent,  and  that  there  would  be  i 
sufficient  record  of  their  proceedings  to  pn- 
vent  this ;  but  no  notiee  of  the  matter 
would  he  placed  on  their  journals;  ks 
Aould  like,  therefore,  to  know  where  tWi 
record  of  irregularity  Would  be  found. 
Would  the  noble  Lord  tay,  that  the  carrying 
on  the  war  in  Syria  was  essentia]  to  the 
preservation  of  the  peace  of  Europe  T  He 
contended  that  if  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
signed  the  convention  rf  the  15tb  of  July, 
the  peace  of  Europe  would  have  hesD 
where  it  was,  and  there  would  have  bem 
no  interruption  of  our  friendly  relstloDt 
with  France.  We  had  interfered  uniw. 
oeasarily,  and  when  so  British  iitterada 
were  involved.  What  he  eodiplwned  of 
was,  that  the  war  had  been  carried  on 
without  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  and  If 
the  House  did  its  duty  it  would  not  concur 
in  this  vote.  If  the  subject  had  heen  fully 
debated  last  year,  it  might  have  been  shown 
that,  in  the  steps  token,  no  hostile  inten- 
tions were  entertained  against  France,  and 
the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  f'nraiga 
Affairs  might  have  entered  upon  the  n^ 
ceatory  ex^arutiona  so  as  to  have  satisfied 
the  people  of  France,  and  to  have  shown 
them  that  no  insult  or  alight  was  intended 
to  them.  Instead,  however,  of  dtnng  this, 
he  hod  fitted  out  every  ship  he  coi^  pro- 
cure, and  had  attempted  to  stir  up  and 
excite  a  rebellion  in  Syria,  in  the  most  un- 
constitutional manner.  He  otjected  to 
paying  any  money  for  this  war  until  they 
had  discussed  iu  policy,  and  until  the  docu- 
ments bad  heen  laid  on  the  l^Ue  explain. 
ing  all  the  circumstances.  If  this  was  dmse 
ana  the  expediency  of  the  proceedinn  was 
shown,  there  would  be  no  bedtation  to 
vote  the  supplies,  but  at  present,  if  he  di- 
vided done,  ne  should  take  the  sense  of  tlie 
House  against  the  vote. 

The  Chancellor  cf  Ike  ExcheipKT  wlAed 
to  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  be  did 
not  commit  himself  to  any  vote  of  approte- 
tion  of  the  polin'  pursued  towards  Syria 
by  sanctioning  the  present  vote.  Wltb 
respect  lo  the  dijectioD  to  the  proceeding, 
he  did  not  believe  there  waa  any  doubt  as 
to  the  pi4ndple,  and  that  thia  case  was  an 
exception  owing  to  peculiar  dreumstances, 
and  that  the  rule  was,  that  Parliament 
riiould  he  eonaulted  On  all  occasloni  preThm 
to  the  expenditure  of  tbe  public  aoMy. 
2  Q3 
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If  the  House  adopted  the  suggestion  of  the 

hon.  Member,    and  refused   to  vote  any 

money  for  the  navy  for  the  present,  the 

result  must  be  that  the  Admiralty  must 

issue  orders  for  the  dismantling  the  fleet.  .  mc  uuu.  incuiucr  lui    auji 

If  the  hon.  Gentleman  thought  the  policy    vided   the  committee.     It  jraa  all   very 


Lord  F.  Egerion  did  not  tee  how  tho 
sanctioning  this  vote  committed  hoo. 
Gentlemen  to  the  policy  of  Miniitert. 

Lord  Claude  HumiUon  should  support 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  if  he  di* 


of  the  Government  was  objectbnable,  he 
should  at  once  propose  a  vote  of  censure  in 
an  open  and  straightforward  manner,  so 
that  they  might  be  put  on  their  defence, 
but  the  adoption  of  the  present  proceeding 
was  objectionable;  for  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man succeeded  in  his  opposition,  the  Go- 
vemme.it  would  not  know  how  to  deal  with 
the  naval  force  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Goulburn  said,  that  all  agreed  that 
this  was  not  a  matter  of  trifling  import- 
ance ;  he  would  therefore  suggest  that  the 
vote  should  be  withdrawn,  and  be  propos- 
ed in  an  amended  form.  For  instance, 
that  there  should  be  added  to  it  some 
words  explanatory  of  the  extraordinary 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  declaring 
that  it  was  not  to  be  drawn  into  a  prece- 
dent. It  might  also  be  stated,  that  the 
excess  on  the  estimates  of  last  year  was 
occasioned  by  special  circumstances,  not 
known  until  Parliament  had  broken  up. 
This  he  thought  would  be  sufficient  to 
guard  against  the  repetition  of  the  pro- 
ceeding. 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  quite 
concurred  with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
as  to  the  propriety  of  marking  this  as  an 
extraordinary  case.  He  should  think  it 
would  be  better  to  pass  a  separate  act  of 
Parliament  for  the  purpose,  a  special  Ap- 
propriation Act,  authorising  them  to  ap- 
ply this  supplemental  sum  for  the  expen- 
ses of  the  last  year;  and  in  the  preamble  j  jjon,  "  That  a  sum  not  exceediaf 
of  this  act  some  such  words  as  those  sug-  \  161,500/.,  be  granted  to  her  Majesty,  to 


well  to  talk  of  the  peace  of  Europe  hsviitf 
been  preserved  by  the  expenditure  of  tbn 
sum  of  161,000/.,  but  what  he  wished  to 
know  was,  how  it  bad  happened  that  the 
peace  of  Europe  had  become  endangered  ? 
He  looked  upon  the  |>olicy  of  the  noble 
Lord  as  having  involved  this  and  other 
countries  in  the  feuds  of  war,  and  es  for 
the  sum  applied  for,  which  was  spoken 
of  as  so  trifling  a  mutter,  he  regtfded 
it  but  as  a  small  instalment  of  verj 
large  payments  in  which  this  country 
would  be  involved  by  the  policy  oif 
her  Majesty's  present  advisers.  Parlia* 
ment  should  beware  how  it  lightly  peMrd 
over  the  consideration  of  the  perils  in 
which  the  proceedines  of  the  noble  Loid 
opposite  had  placed  the  peace  of  Europe. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  said,  this  was  another 
glaring  instance  of  the  utter  inconsisteney 
between  the  professions  of  her  Majesty's 
present  particularly  economical  Govern- 
ment and  their  practice.  It  was  a  mere  fiiree 
to  see  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  on 
the  hustings  talked  so  largely  about  their 
care  of  the  public  purse,  so  utterly  in- 
different  to  the  waste  of  the  publie  moaey 
in  the  House. 

Mr.  Hume  said,  that  he  should  difide 
the  committee,  as  he  had  no  other  node 
of  marking  his  detestation  of  the  polity 
of  Ministers  as  to  Syria. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  Qoes- 


gested  might  be  introduced. 

Sir  R.  Peel  thought  this  the  l)est  plan 
that  could  be  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  Yloof/ also  expressed  bis  opinion 
that  the  mode  suggested  was  the  most 
advisable. 

Mr.  Hume  did  not  see  how  the  proposal 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  altered  the 
case.  The  question  for  the  House  to  de- 
termine, in  the  first  place,  was,  whether 
the  Syrian  policy  was  a  just  one;  and  he 
thought  it  better  to  postpone  the  vote  al- 
together until  this  point  was  settled. 

Sir  R,  Peel  looked  upon  the  vote  as 
quite  irrespective  of  the  policy  of  iM inisters 
as  to  Syria.  Whether  the  policy  was 
right  or  wrong,  the  forces  employed  must 
l>e  paid  in  the  mean  time. 


defray  the  excess  of  the  naval  expends* 
ture  beyou'l  the  grants  for  the  year  e«d- 
ing  on  the    31st  day  of  March,  1841.** 

Ayes  89;  Noes  8:  Majority  81. 

Liit  of  the  Ates. 
Abercromby^  hn.G.R.    Brockleburst,  J. 


A'Court,  Captain 
Adam,  Admiral 
Arclihold,  R. 
Baring:,  rt.  hn.  F.  T. 
Barnard,  K.  («. 
Berkeley,  bon.  II. 
Bewes,  T. 
Blair,  J. 
B'xlkin.  .1.  •?. 
Brunision,  T.  W. 

I'  Bridgeman.  H. 
Briscoe,  J.  I. 


Broth^rtoo,  J. 
Bu«feild,  W. 
(*anning,  rt.  h«.Sir8. 
Chapnan*  A. 
C  hicheslery  Sir  B. 
Clay,  W. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cochrane,  Sir  T.  J. 
(dlierj. 
Corry,  bon.  H. 
Dalrynsple,  Sir  A. 
£asiiior,  Visepeei 
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EgertOD^  Lord  F. 
Elliot,  hon.  J.  £. 
Ellice,  Captain  A. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R. 
Goidon,  R. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Harcourt,  G.  G. 
Heathcoat,  J. 
Hector,  C.  J. 
Hepburn,  Sir  T.  B. 
Hobhouse,  T.  B. 
Hollood,  R. 
Horsroan,  E. 
Hoskins,  K. 
Howard,  hn.  E.  G.  G. 
Howard,  P.  H. 
James,  W. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnstone,  H. 
Kemble,  H. 
Knatcbbull,    rt.   bon. 

SirE. 
Langdale,  hon.  C. 
Lennox,  Lord  G. 
Macaulay,  rt.  hn.T.B. 
Mackenzie,  VV.  F. 
Maule,  hon.  F. 
Maunsell,  T.  P. 
Melgund,  Viscount 
Morris,  D. 
Morrison,  J. 
Muskett,G.A. 
Nagle,  Sir  R. 
Nicholl,  J. 


Norrejs,  Sir  D.  J. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
Palnierston^  Viscount 
Parnel),  rt,  hn.  Sir  U, 
Pechell,  Captain 
Pinney,  W. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Power,  J. 
Price,  Sir  R. 
Roche,  W, 
Rose,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G. 
Russell,  Lord  J, 
Rutherfurd,  rt.  hn.  A. 
Scale,  Sir  J.  II. 
Sheil,  rt.  hn.  R.  L. 
Smith,  R.  V. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Stansfield.  W.  R.  C. 
Stock,  Sergeant 
Style,  Sir  C. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Turner,  E. 
Vemey,  Sir  H. 
Vivian,  Major  C. 
White,  A. 
White,  L. 
White,  S. 

Winnigton,SirT.  E. 
Wood,  C. 
Wood,  B. 

TELLERS. 

O'Ferrall,  More 
Dalmeny,  Lord 


Li$t  of  the  Noes. 


Dick,  Q, 
D'lsraeli,  B. 
Fielden,  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Johnston,  General 
Marsland,  II. 


Turner,  W. 
Wakley,  T. 

TELLERS. 

Hume,  J. 
Sibthorp,  Colonel 


The  next  vote  was  1,443,711/.  for 
wages  to  seamen  and  marines. 

Mr.  Corry  said,  that  however  willing 
he  might  be  to  give  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty credit  for  their  tardy  exertions,  he 
could  not  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
who  moved  the  estimates,  in  thinking 
either  that  a  justification  of  the  naval 
policy  of  the  Qovemment,  or  a  refutation 
of  the  exceptions  which  were  taken  to  it, 
was  to  be  found  in  the  successful  results 
of  the  recent  operations  on  the  coast  of 
Syria,  He  denied  that  they  had  ever 
doubted  that  the  navy^  whenever  it  might 
be  called  into  action,  would  do  its  duty. 
What  they  had  doubted  was  whether  (he 
Government  in  its  administration  of  the 
navy  was  doing  its  duty.  Thev  main- 
tained that  it  was  not.  It  would  be  in 
the  recollection  of  the  committee,  that 
during  the  discussions  on  the  stat«  of  tb^ 


navy  in  1839,  the  part  of  the  ntval 
policy  of  the  Government  to  which  the 
strongest  objection  had  been  raised,  was  the 
defenceless  condition  in  which  the  shores 
of  England  had  been  left,  at  a  time  when 
our  foreign  relations  were  not  such  as  to 
warrant  any  great  confidence  in  the  con« 
tinuance  of  peace.  They  were  assaredt 
however,  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secre« 
tary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  relations  between  this  coun- 
try and  Russia  to  justify  an  opinion  that 
we  were  in  a  state  in  which  a  rupture 
with  Russia  was  likely  to  arise.  Within 
three  months  of  the  time  when  they  had 
received  this  pacific  assurance  circnm- 
stances  occurred  in  the  east  which  caused 
great  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  lest  they  should  lead  to 
the  occupation  of  Constantinople  by  the 
forces  of  Russia,  in  fulfilment  of  the  engage- 
ment which  that  power  had  contracted 
with  the  Porte  in  the  treaty  of  Unkiar 
'Skelessi,  and  they  had  learned  from  dis- 
closures lately  made  in  the  French  Chan- 
bers  and  elsewhere,  that  on  this  coa- 
tingency  arising  a  combined  English  and 
French  fleet  was  to  have  appeared  off 
Constantinople,  and  to  have  insisted  at 
the  cannon's  mouth  on  the  immediate 
withdrawal  of  the  Russian  forces.  He 
atked  could  any  greater  provocation  have 
been  offered  to  Russia  than  this  ?  And 
were  any  preparations  made  against  an 
attack  from  Russia  in  case  she  had  re- 
sented it?  Absolutely  none;  although 
it  was  the  opinion  of  one  Member  at  least 
of  the  Cabinet,  that  war  would  have  re- 
sulted from  it.  He  must  say,  that  in  the 
whole  of  these  proceedings  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  appeared  to  have  shown  a  most 
culpable  indifierence  to  the  consequences 
which  might  have  resulted  from  their  po- 
licy, and  he  thought  that  our  naval  pre- 
parations in  1839,  with  reference  at  least 
to  the  defence  of  our  own  shores,  were  by 
no  means  adapted  to  what  they  now  knew 
to  have  been  the  state  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations at  that  period.  It  was  obviously 
impossible  to  foresee  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  what  amount  of  force  might  be  re- 
quired before  its  conclusion  for  the  pro- 
tection of  British  interests,  or  the  further- 
ance of  British  poMcj  on  given  stations* 
At  the  commencement  of  the  last  Sessioo 
of  Parliament,  the  anantmity  and  concord 
which  subsisted  among  the  great  powen 
wu  announ^  in  i)ie  Speech  fron  Jbe 
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Lord  G.  Lennox  hoped  the  Goverament  |  but  where  was  the  French  fl^t  ?    Thcj 
.-  ._i  e        *.!__    Ijj^j  retired  to  Toulon^  because,  accordip^ 

to  the  statemeDt  of  M.  Thiers,  thcY  had 
not  proper  armaments.  The  results  of 
the  late  proceeding  had  profed  the  atten- 
tion  paid  by  the  Admiralty  to  the  state 
of  the  navy.  In  fact  the  r  rench,  on  all 
occasions  when  they  bad  been  in  the  pit» 
sence  of  English  ships,  bad  expressed  thair 
admiration  of  the  skill  and  aoility  of  ai|r 
officers  and  seamen,  and  this  sentiment 
was  not  confined  to  that  nation,  but  waa 
common  all  over  the  woild.  It  had  been 
asserted,  that  the  Britannia  and  Howe 
were  sent  out  to  take  part  in  the  naval 
engagements  on  the  coast  of  Syria.  H^ 
maintained,  that  the  Britannia  and  Hovn 
had  merely  been  sent  out  as  relief  ships ; 
and  he  trusted,  in  conclusion,  the  hoa« 
Gentlemen  would  be  ready  to  second  him 
when  he  came  down  to  the  House  with  a 
motion  for  a  reward  to  the  brave  men  eo^ 
gaged  at  the  siege  of  Acre. 

Captain  Berkeley  bore  testimony  to  the 
admirable  precision  in  ginnery  evinced  iii 
the  late  transaction.  He  believed  the 
science  of  eunnery  was  in  a  state  of  per* 
fection,  such  as  ithad  never  reached  before. 
He  would  not  say  a  word  in  defence  of  the 
skill  or  valour  of  our  naval  forces^  became 
they  had  never  been  attacked.  But  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  the  manning  of  th^ 
navy.  He  did  not  think  the  H^iterrar 
nean  fleet  was  manned  as  it  ought  to  be, 
or  that  it  could  be  fairly  matched  against 
a  French  fleet  with  war  complements ;  fiir 
he  had  yet  to  learn  that  the  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean  had  war  complements.  He 
thought  no  ship  of  war  ought  to  leave 
a  British  port  unless  perfectly  manned, 
and  competent  to  meet  a  ship  of  war  of 
any  other  nation. 

Mr.  A,  Clwpman  was  willing  to  vote 
any  sum  which  might  be  necessary  to 
make  the  navy  efficient.  In  the  late 
affiiir  the  fleet  had  done  its  duty.  It  had 
done  all  that .  was  required  of  it.  He 
could  not  help  giving  credit  to  the  Adoil- 
ralty  for  having  been  able  to  do  withoiil 
the  terrible  expedient  of  impressment. 
He  beliered  that  at  no  former  time  had  so 
large  a  number  of  line*of-battle  ships 
been  afloat  without  recourse  having  been 
had  to  impressment,  which  was  so  re- 
volting in  itself,  and  so  great  an  interisr* 
ence  with  the  merchant  serrice. 

Lord  FraeneiM  EgerHn  thoaght  liMA 
the  solject  adverted  to  by  the  hon. 


meant  to  take  some  measures  for  putting 
the  privates  and  non-commissioned  officers 
of  marines  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
rest  of  her  Majesty's  troops.  A  British 
soldier  who  served  for  ten  years  in  the 
West-Indies  was  allowed  for  it  fifteen 
years  in  bis  pension,  and  when  he  came 
back,  and  spent  ten  years  in  England r  he 
received  his  pension  for  twenty*five  years. 
But  ten  years'  service  of  a  marine  in  the 
West-Indies  only  counted  for  ten  years, 
and  ten  years  at  home  for  five  years ;  so 
that,  for  the  same  length  of  service  for 
which  the  soldier  received  twenty*five 
years'  pension,  the  marine  only  received 
fifteen  years'  pension.  A  good  drill-ser* 
geant,  who  was  kept  at  home,  must  serve 
forty  years  for  a  twenty  years'  pension. 
He  did  not  think  the  marine  officers  had 
received  promotion  coramenturate  with 
their  services  in  the  late  brilliant  transac* 
tions  in  Syria.  Seventy-six  naval  officers 
had  been  promoted,  and  only  three  officers 
of  marines  out  of  forty.  If  something 
were  not  done  to  -remove  the  odious  dis- 
tinctions between  tlie  marines  and  the 
soldiers,  he  should  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  the  subject  after  Easter. 

Captain  Pechell  said,  it  had  been 
asserted  that  Admiral  Stopford  had  been 
left  without  sufficient  force,  and  that  our 
coast  had  been  left  defenceless.  But  these 
assertions  had  been  completely  answered 
both  in  that  House  and  elsewhere.  It 
had  been  stated  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament,  that  after  twenty^four  years 
of  peace,  the  naval  officers  of  this  country 
were  not  equal  in  efficiency  to  those  of 
France,  and  that  even  if  they  were,  there 
was  not  that  affection  and  attachment  to- 
wards the  Government  which  would  in- 
duce them,  if  called  upon,  to  engage  in 
action.  He  was  confident  that  there  was 
no  officer  who  had  any  such  feeling.  The 
late  events  had  clearly  shown,  that  when- 
ever they  were  called  upon  to  serve  their 
country,  their  deeds  would  be  such  as  bad 
ever  distinguished  the  navy  of  England. 
He  believed,  that  at  no  time  was  the  navy 
in  a  more  prosperous  condition,  or  under 
better  discipline.  The  attentmn  which  had 
been  bestowed  on  the  naval  artillery  had 
greatly  increased  its  efficiency.  Ha  had 
himself  differed  from  the  Admiralty  oo 
many  occasions  as  to  minor  deiaiia ;  bat 
their  general  management  he  cordially  ap- 
proved. The  possibility  of  an  engagement 
with  the  French  fleet  had  been  epokio  of|l  ber  for  Briai«l  (Captain   Berkelejr)  into 
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sulwrdiDBtioD,  and  be  did  not  think  thit 
unprofemioDal  Gentlemen  in  tlut  Homo 
irere  very  fit  judges  vhat  pndie  amaber 
of  men  were  required  to  man  a  ship  of 
the  tine  or  a.  frigate.  It  had  been  almjs 
the  practice  in  times  of  peace  to  acndabipa 
to  sea  with  less  men  in  tltem  than  in  tim« 


fforthy  of  the  utmost  attention  of  the ' 
Admiralty.  He  sliould  mention  a  fact 
ivbici)  bore  upon  the  subject.  He  had 
seen  the  French  resiel  Montebello  in  the 
harbour  of  Smyrna,  she  carried  130  guns, 
and  was  the  largest  in  the  French  navy. 
She  did  not  throw  a  heavier  broadside 
than  the  Princess  Charlotte,  but  he  was 
told  she  had  on  board  1,113  men.  He 
would  leaTe  it  to  the  Admiralty  to  remem- 
ber bow  many  men  the  Princess  Charlotte 
had  on  board.  He  did  not  think  the 
proceedings  in  Syria  decisive  as  to  the 
competency  of  the  fleet  to  resist  a  French 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean.  At  Acre  the 
ships  had  thrown  but  one  broadside.  If 
there  had  been  an  engagement  with  the 
French  fleet  he  bad  no  doubt  Admiral 
Stopford's  ship  would  have  been  placed 
— in  a  position  similar  to  that  of  the 
Victory  at  Trafalgar — between  two  of  the 
heaviest  enemj'a  ships  he  could  select.  In 
luch  a  case  the  trial  might  have  been  very 
severe.  He  begged  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  meant  no  attack  upon  the  Admi- 
ralty. He  had  spoken  on  a  former  occb- 
ibn  of  the  skill  in  gunnery  shown  in  her 
Majesty's  service,  and  had  mentioned 
three  ofiRcers  as  the  persons  to  whom 
improvements  were  owing.  Another  officer 
who  was  concerned  in  produi?ing  the 
efiecl  had,  with  some  justice,  considered 
himself  a^ricvcd  in  not  being  mentioned. 
He  bad  ascertained  that  the  claim  of  this 
gentleman  was  perfectly  well  founded. 
He  believed  that  Sir  Howard  Douglas  had 
first  brought  the  subject  scientifically 
forward,  and  Captain  George  Smith  had 
reduced  it  to  practice  under  Lord  Melville. 
Captain  Smith  had  been  posted  by  the 
Government  of  the  day,  as  a  mark  of  the 
estimation  in  which  they  held  hi 

Captain  J'Cvurt  said,  the  di 
on  the  navy  had  betn  of  great  benefit  to 
the  service.  He  (rusted  that  now,  when 
war  was  appearing  on  every  side,  the  full 
war  complements  of  the  ships  would  be 
made  up.  He  did  not  think  the  success 
at  Acre  a  proof  of  the  power  of  the  fleet 
to  meet  an  engagement,  because  they 
were  at  anchor,  and  had  only  one  broad- 
side to  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  C.  lyood  laid,  that  whether  in  or 
out  of  office,  he  had  always  protested 
against  questions  like  this  being  raised 
and  brought  under  discussiou,  which  could 
not  produce  anv  efiecta  excepting  such  as 
ware  likely  to  lead  to  diwooteiit  and  in- 


of  war,  and  this  the  Admiralty  had  donc^  ia 
accordance  with  that  principle,  and  not 
from  any  parsimonious  ifint.  Variona 
charees  baa  before  been  brought  (br- 
ird  against  the  navy,  and  it  was  al- 
leged, that  it  was  in  such  a  atato  aa  was 
most  discreditable ;  but  be  thou^t.  that 
notwithstanding  all  thoae  attadu,  it  bad 
been  found,  that  the  nary  was,  when  put  to 
the  proof)  in  a  nxwt  efficient  and  creditiUa 
condition.  Hon.  Oentlemea  oppovte  had 
indeed,  been  pleased  to  say,  tbat^  all  Uw 
good  that  had  been  done  was  attributable 
to  'themselves — that  it  was  their  atUcfca 
urged  the  Admiralty  to  place  it  in 
its  present  efficient  state  j  that,  in  truth, 
all  the  good  that  had  been  done,  waaowiiw 
to  their  exertions.  He  did  not  uoderstaiid 
this.  He  did  not  know  how  the  increan 
of  men,  in  1836,  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  objurgations  of  1838,  or  the  buildinc 
of  ships,  in  1837,  to  the  attacks  thai  had 
been  made  in  1839.  The  noble  Locd, 
the  Member  for  West  Susses,  bad  made 
objection  to  tlic  effect,  that  tht 
nes  did  not  get  their  discharge  and 
pcnsimi  after  the  period  of  twenty -one 
years,  unless  they  had  served  the  vhola  of 
that  time  at  sea,  and  he  compared  sudb  a 
service  with  that  of  the  soldier.  Ha 
protested  against  the  practice  of  drawing 
an  invidious  comparison  between  the  two 
branches  of  the  service.  It  only  led  to 
wrong  conclusions,  if  insulated  parts  of  a 
case  were  sUtcd.  The  noble  Lord  hid 
omitted  the  fact,  that  the  marine  actnallf 
received  a  higher  pension  than  theaoldter, 
and  the  Dobic  Lui^  did  not  appear  to  know, 
that  the  seaman  and  marine  were  both  tm- 
tiilcd  to  claim  thctr  discharge  at  a  certain 
period,  which  was  nut  the  rase  with  tha 
soldier.  As  a  matter  of  favour,  and  not  n 
a  matter  of  right,  the  soldier  in  the  anmf 
mi^t  get  his  discharge  at  a  partienlv 
peri  ml,  he  believed  about  twenty-lbnr 
j'pars  in  the  infantry  of  the  lino,  or  twea^- 
seven  years  in  the  cavalry.  Aftcrtwaatj^ 
one  years,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  ■»• 
rineand  seaman  could  claim  thmfdiKlwigi, 
but  as  the  marine's  service  was  oa«tlBn> 
ous,  and  the  seaman's  seldom  waSi  anlia 
some  such  regulation  as  that  of  which  tka 
noble  Lord  conplaiiMd  ww  wria,  tiii  ■•• 
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rine  would  enjoy  an  advantage  over. the 
sailor  which  never  was  inten&d. 

Lord  G.  Lennox  hoped  that  the  House 
would  agree  with  him,  that  it  was  most 
unfair  to  put  the  marine  upon  the  same 
footing  as  the  sailor,  who  was  not  required 
to  peHiDrm  the  same  extent  of  duties.  It 
was  an  undoubted  fact  that  for  the  late 
affair  of  Syria,  there  were  seventy  six 
officers  promoted,  and  only  three  marines. 
He  thought  this  was  very  unfair  dealing 
towards  the  latter,  who  snould  have  been 
put  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  officers. 
He  would,  however,  give  an  opportunity 
to  every  Member  of  that  House  at  some 
future  period,  to  give  his  opinion  upon  this 
subject  of  the  treatment  of  the  marines, 
when  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Plwnptre  said,  in  answer  to  an 
observation  which  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax,  he  thought  that 
this  was  a  very  proper  subject  to  discuss 
in  that  House,  and  he  considered  that 
every  country  Gentleman  in  it  had  a 
perfect  right  to  express  his  opinion  upon 
the  state  of  the  navy,  if  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  do  so.  He  was  of  opinion 
that  the  navy  was  not  in  as  efficient  a 
state  as  it  might  be. 

Mr.  C.  Woody  in  reply  to  the  last 
Speaker,  said  he  did  not  mean  to  cir- 
cumscribe any  hon.  Member's  right  to 
address  the  House  upon  a  naval  subject 
although  he  might  be  a  civilian.  At  the 
same  time  he  could  not  refrain  from  saying, 
that  the  practice,  which  but  too  frequently 
was  followed  within  those  walls,  of  de- 
nouncing the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty 
without  hon.  Members  having  the  means 
of  forming  a  practical  opinion  or  having 
even  had  any  nautical  experience,  must 
have  a  prejudicial  effect  upon  the  service 
generally,  and  possibly  might  produce 
insubordination  aboard  our  vessels  of  war. 

Sir  C.  Adam  said,  that  it  gave  him  plea- 
sure to  6nd  that  the  habit  which  had  pre- 
vailed during  the  last  Session  of  impugn- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  for 
placing  the  naval  force  of  the  country  in 
an  inefficient  state  of  equipment  had  been 
disused  on  the  present  occasion.  It  had 
been  a  matter  of  astonishment  to  all  per- 
sons cognizant  in  naval  affairs,  that  so 
much  should  have  been  done  by  the  British 
fleet  on  the  coasts  of  Syria,  with  the  meant 
that  had  been  g^ranted  to  Admiral  Sir 
Robert  Stopford.  That  gallant  dfieer 
himself  had  stated  the  same  thing  in  bis 


despatches  home,  but  he  did  not  seen  to 
regret  that  the  most  of  the  ships  undir 
his  command  were,  as  to  the  eomplemeift 
of  men,  upon  a  peace  quota,  or  as  it  was 
termed  generally  a  peace  establishment. 
There  were  in  that  fleet  seventeen  sail  of 
the  line,  and  upon  examination  of  the 
complement  of  men  on  board  those  vesstlsi 
it  would  appear  the  crews  of  those  vessds 
were  as  much  as  1,600  short  of  their  war 
complement.  There  had  been  at  one  time 
sen t  out  1 ,200  or  1 ,300  disposable  Marines 
to  make  good  any  deficiency  upon  emer- 
gencv.  In  this  way  provision  was  made 
for  all  contingencies  without  impairing  the 
effectiveness  of  our  mercantile  marine* 
The  gallant  admiral  out  there  had  felt  the 
impropriety  of  drawing  upon  our  mercan- 
tile marine  for  sailors,  when  the  present 
complement  of  our  men  of  war  had  btea 
proved  adequate  to  the  discharge  of  aU  ti^ 
required  duty.  There  was  always  a  diffi- 
culty in  manning  a  fleet  to  its  full  com- 
plement from  a  peace  establishmenl--n 
sailor  was  not  made  in  a  year.  The  great 
object  was  to  procure  a  competent  num- 
ber of  really  good  men,  which  tboiu|;h  in- 
ferior in  number  rendered  the  vessel  more 
effective  and  formidable  than  a  crew  mom 
numerous  and  partly  composed  of  inex- 
perienced men.  He  held  in  his  handt 
returns  by  which,  if  the  House  thought 
necessary,  he  could  prove  that  many 
of  the  crews  of  the  ships  of  the  line 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Trafalgar  and 
the  Nile,  though  in  time  of  a  general 
war,  were  not  greater  in  amount  of 
men  than  the  crews  of  vessels  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Robert  Stopford  upon  a 
peace  establishment.  In  reply  to  the  as- 
sertion  that  the  scale  of  promotion  had  not 
been  proportionate  to  the  professional  ser- 
vices and  merit  of  the  officers  lately  en- 
gaged in  the  Mediterranean,  he  wonM 
observe,  that  there  had  not  been  an  in- 
stance of  an  officer  who  had  been  returned 
as  having  distinguished  himself  in  the  ac- 
tions at  Acre  or  other  places  in  Syria  Mling 
to  obtain  a  step  of  brevet  rank.  When  be 
first  came  into  office  he  recollected  that 
the  men  in  the  dockyards  had  been  re- 
duced in  the  proportion  of  1 00  out  of  every 
600;  that  the  days  of  labour  in  the  yardi^ 
loo,  had  been  reduced  from  six  days  to  five 
days  perweek;  that  there  was  a  great  want 
of  small  vessel^*  and  hardly  any  war-alenaiv 
ers ;  and  that  the  fbtmer  Government  bad 
been  obliged  to  hunch  all  the  large  vesMhi 
of  war.    AH  this  bad  been  alteied  itaMM 
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The  number  of  men  had  been  increaied  to 
more  than  their  former  complement  in  the 
several  yards*— they  worked  six  days  and 
sometimes  even  more  a  week.  The  Admi- 
ralty had  set  itself  to  procure  a  competent 
number  of  small  vessels  of  war,  and  steam- 
ers of  great  efficiency,  and  had  got  several 
large  men-of-war  in  a  state  of  preparation 
on  the  stocks,  where  they  preferred  they 
shpuld  continue,  as  it  was  found  they  de- 
teriorated less  than  if  afloat.  To  talk  of 
our  shores  being  unprotected,  displayed, 
in  bis  opinion,  ignorance  of  the  subject. 
Was  it  to  be  expected  that  they  should 
have  in  such  a  time  a  fleet  in  the  channel 
when  they  had  so  large  and  so  efiective  a 
fleet  in  those  seas  where  alone  there  could 
be  expected  to  be  occasion  for  an  imposing 
force,  or  were  not  the  ships  daily  arriving 
from  foreign  stations  and  those  in  the  port 
of  Usbon  not  available  to  protect  our  ports 
from  insult  or  danger  ?  He  assured  the 
hon.  Member  opposite,  that  he  had  taken 
an  exaggerated  estimate  of  the  strength 
and  efficiency  of  the  French  navy  on  those 
coasts.  He  believed  the  French  could  not 
compete  with  our  navy  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. There  were  now  twenty»six  British 
line  of  battle  ships  in  commission  and 
afloat,  and  fifteen  of  various  classes  ready 
to  be  put  in  commission  immediately,  if 
occasion  required.  With  such  a  force  he 
considered  the  naval  defence  of  the  coun- 
try was  perfectly  adequate  to  all  possible 
emergencies. 

Sir  r,  Cochrane  said,  that  the  plan 
formerly  adopted  of  arming  vessels  eny?tt/e 
•—that  was  with  a  short  number  of  guns, 
but  an  adequAte  number  of  hands  to  work 
those  guns— was  a  plan  quite  consistent 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  ships  for  the  pur- 
poses on  which  they  were  employed.  But 
the  plan  more  recently  adopted  of  putting 
all  the  guns  in,  but  without  the  proper 
number  of  hands  to  work  them,  was  not 
so  proper.  He  thought  that  the  attacks 
aoa  taunts  of  late  years  made  against  Go- 
vernment on  account  of  their  neglect  of 
the  navVf  though  much  complained  of, 
had  produced  beneficial  results.  He  did 
not  think  that  the  Admiralty  would  have 
made  the  exertions  which  they  had,  par- 
ticularly in  the  department  of  stores,  as 
shown  by  the  returns  since  the  year  1836, 
if  attention  had  not  been  called  to  the 
subject  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  MaunuU  said,  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty were  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the 
eieriions  used  in  fitting  out  ships  to  rein- 


force  Sir  A.  Stopford,  and  thai  having 
witnessed  those  exertions  at  Plyipofitb»  be 
felt  that  in  common  justice,  be  was  bopnd 
to  say  so. 

Captain  Pechell  contended  that  iko 
dockyards  were  fitly  and  properly  aup* 
plied,  but  it  was  not  good  policy  to  keep 
a  large  quantity  of  stores  on  hand. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  mdt  that  whereas  there 
were  eleven  shipa  of  the  line  in  18359  there 
were  twentv  in  1837,  The  increase  of 
stores  likewise  had  been  gradual  siooe  the 
year  1835. 

Mr.  Hume  objected  to  the  proposed  ii^ 
crease  in  the  number  of  seamen.  If  36»000 
men  had  been  sufficient  for  the  porpoaee 
required  of  them  last  vear,  what  extraor- 
dinary occasion  was  there  looked  for  in 
the  coming  year  for  an  additional  navel 
force?  He  would  move,  as  an  aoseBd- 
ment,  that  the  proposed  vote  be  reduced 
from  43,000  men  to  35,651,  the  number 
last  year  agreed  to ;  and  unless  be  lieerd 
some  very  satisfactory  explanation  from 
some  of  her  Majesty's  Ministera  on  |he 
subject*  he  should  press  his  amendment  to 
a  division. 

Viscount  Pa/fners/oii  said,  that  aithongh 
the  naval  force  of  the  country,  last  year/ 
was  sufficient  for  all  the  operatiooa  in 
Syria  which  the  Government  had  under- 
taken, it  did  not  follow  that  if  other  novel 
countries  were  found  to  be  greally  in* 
creasing  their  naval  forces,  it  would  not 
be  incumbent  upon  this  country  ebo  nt 
least  to  put  her  force  upon  an  equal  fool- 
ing with  those  of  surrounding  netionn* 
He  was  quite  aware  that  there  «ne  no 
better  or  more  necessary  security  vhieh 
this  country  could  have  for  the  contino- 
ance  of  peace,  than  to  put  its  navy  on  nn 
equal  footing  with  that  of  any  oilier 
country  which,  under  other  rirnimsfnnccB, 
might  be  tempted  by  a  momentary  anpo- 
riority,  to  take  steps  which,  if  unprovided 
for  by  this  country}  might  prove  highly 
inconvenient. 

Mr.  Hume  thought  that  the  beat  «nj 
to  preserve  peace  was  to  show  a  dispoai* 
tion  to  it :  and  that  it  would  be  wiaer  fer 
England,  under  the  circumstances  to  eel 
an  example  of  pacific  intentions  to  other 
countries,  by  reducing  rather  than  inriena 
ing  her  naval  force. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Several  other  votes  were  paasedt 

House  resumed. 

On  the  vote  for  S,980/.  In  delkoy  Chi 
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expenses  connected  with  tbe  office  for  Uie 
registry  of  merchant  seameo, 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  know  from  tbf 
right  hon.  Barouet»  ihe  Member  for  Pem- 
broke, whether  the  act  he  had  introduced 
for  the  registry  of  seaman  bad  realised  bis 
ex|>ectations. 

Sir  /.  Qraham  replied,  that  it  had 
greatly  exceeded  his  expectations.  The 
main  object  he  had  in  f  iew  was,  to  insure 
constant  employment  in  the  mercbanl 
service  of  a  large  number  of  apprentices. 
When  the  act  was  introduced,  tbe  number 
so  employed  was  only  about  5,000,  which 
by  that  act  was  raised  to  13,000 ;  but,  so 
far  from  that  number  being  strbtly  ad- 
hered to,  be  believed  it  was,  at  present, 
upwards  of  22,000,  He  could  not  say 
the  exact  number ;  but,  perhaps,  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
ralty, who  had  access  to  autbeqtic  docu* 
meots,  would. 

Mr.  M.  OTerrtUl  said,  that  from  July 
to  December,  1840,  tho  number  of  ap- 
prentices employed  io  the  merchant  ser- 
vice was  28,506,  and  ihi^t  the  number  now 
upon  the  registry  was  25,230.  Then, 
wiUi  regard  to  that  part  of  the  act  which 
related  to  registered  searoeo,  in  1835, 
when  the  act  passed,  the  number  of  the 
ships  of  Great  Britain  was  25,511 ;  tbf 
tonnage  2,783,000;  and  tlie  number  of 
men  belonging  to  the  merchant  navy, 
171,021.  In  1839,  the  number  of  sbipa 
was  raised  to  upwaixis  of  27,000,  the  ton- 
nage to  3,168,000,  and  the  number  of 
men  to  191,283;  so  that,  not  oply  was 
tbe  tonnage  and  the  number  of  ships  on 
tbe  increase,  but  the  number  of  men  also, 
and  in  a  still  greater  proportion. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Chairman  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Tuesday,  March  2,  1841. 

MritUTBS.]  Petitions  prawntNU  By  Laid  Stiiflbfd,  tnd 
dw  lUiqiien  ^f  DawaMn,  ftom  ptof  in  Ooacgd,  tmA 
ftomPteitoytmaaMQt  DuUiu,  npUiatUitiiriadpkoriatitt- 
alon  of  Minister!  into  the  Chuzdi  of  frntlind  By  the 
Duke  of  Cleveland,  fkom  8luid«taod,  in  hifoax  at  tlie 
PiaioifeBUL 

TuENPiKB  Trusts.]  Tbe  Marqiiess 
of  Salubury  begged  to  know  of  the  noUe 
Marquess  opposite  whether  it  WM  lbe  in- 
tention of  her  Majesty's  Opferoment  to 
introduce  a  bill  mo  Farliameni  in  opo* 


formitywith  tbe  reeommend^tioo  of  |ii# 
comnnttioners  of  inquiry  into  TqrnpilKi 
Trusts  i  Tbe  sulgect  was  one  of  o^nimi idnrv 
able  importance,  and  greet  enxietf  me 
felt  in  the  eountry  respecting  it* 

Tbe  Marquess  of  Normanby  was  wiQi 
unmindful,  he  said,  of  tbe  great  intereet 
felt  upon  the  n^atter  alluded  to  by  tbi 
noble  Marquess,  whom  be  assured  that  4 
measure  was  in  preperation  to  tie  brongia 
into  the  other  House  of  Pariiameot  m 
soon  as  the  great  pressure  of  nubUp  buiH 
ness  in  that  department  beo  b^en  gel 
rid  ot 

Church  or  ScoTLaRDj  The  Surt 
of  Dalh^me  rose,  pursuent  to  ibe  nplief 
which  he  bad  given  on  tbe precedingf vf nv 
ing,  to  put  A  question  to  bis  nolde  Fri(it4 
near  biip>  with  respect  to  a  bill  intfodiifid 
to  the  House  by  hie  noble  Friend  in  ik$ 
last  Session,  regarding  the  admiiaioii  of 
ministers  to  the  Churob  of  8i0tl«ii4 
That  bill  bad  been  read  a  fecon4  ii«^ 
but  was  not  proeeeded  with  fnrtber  1  imd 
he  wished  to  keow  what  vere  tbe  inteor 
tions  of  bis  noble  Friend  wi|b  retpegt  tf 
the  question  to  which  it  related*  A/ier 
tbe  statenieot  made  by  tbe  noWe  Viapowil 
oppoajte,  that  it  was  not  tbe  iolention  of 
ber  Mi^esty^e  Gorerqment  to  iotfodmii 
any  meesure  on  the  subject,  it  becefne 
very  desirable  that  the  uneasiness  wHoh 
prevailed  in  Scotland  with  respect  |o  tbt 
course  that  was  to  be  taken  oe  this  quea* 
tion  should,  es  soon  as  possible,  be  relievedr 
If  the  measure  of  his  noble  Friend  bad 
been  carried  last  year,  either  by  tbe  eaenir 
mou«  concurrence  of  tbe  Honae,  or  ^  e 
large  majoriiy  of  their  Lordsbipst  it  would 
have  put  en  end  to  the  bppee  of  the  fuir 
treme  party  in  SeoUand,  $nd,  be  believedt 
would  have  been  ettended  by  all  tbe  b#n#« 
ecial  efiecti  tbet  were  eepscted.  ficoip  {{» 
But,  since  that  iMeevie  wa#  witbdmwiif 
the  clergy  bed  cftrried  their  dewMi 
mncb  feriW  than  before.  Instegd  of  calf 
ling  for  the  sanction  of  jpiurliMnenl  to  n 
mere  veto  00  tbe  edmission  of  ownieteib 
they  now  demanded  tbe  abolition  of  pRtnNH 
age  eltoff tber*  Tb«  e«tree>e  pky  bf4 
prepared  and  brought  ibrweid  n  bcNid 
which  bore  on  the  face  of  it  tbe  cbureoter 
of  a  folemn  cofen»nt«  It  era«  betidid 
''  An  Kogegeaientiii  defcnee  pf  lbe  Ubmlg 
of  the  Cbnrcb  of  Scoile^d/'nnd  by  it  tbl^ 
engaged  in  "holy  covenant  to  nmnlM 
at  all  baaards,  tbe  principles  ibereiaMi 
ftAbi  mm}  w  no  %c«Mtt  to  iiiik#ii|4Mi 


1^07 


Church  of 


{LORDS} 


Scotland. 


190* 


render  or  compromise  of  them."  When  he 
MW  this  feeling  he  came  to  the  conclusion, 
that  any  measure  such  as  that  which  was 
brought  forward  in  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament could  be  attended  with  no  bene- 
ficial result,  and  that  the  best  course 
would  be,  as  the  demands  were  so  extra* 
▼agant  and  monstrous,  to  leave  the  law  as 
it  at  present  stood,  to  sec  that  its  pro- 
▼isions  were  rigorously  enfurced,  and  that 
its  authority  was  vindicated  on  the  heads 
of  those  who  violated  or  evoded  it.  He 
believed  that  a  vast  majority  of  the  people 
of  Scotland  who  could  form  an  opinion 
on  the  subject  were  opposed  to  these  de- 
mands, that  a  large  majority  of  the  clergy 
objected  to  them,  and  the  general  body  of 
the  Dissenters  of  Scotland  had  publicly 
expressed  their  disapproval  of  them.  If, 
then,  those  who  insisted  on  these  demands 
continued  to  stir  up  agitation  of  this  de- 
scription— if  they  continued  to  compel 
Presbyteries  to  refuse  admission  to  minis- 
ters on  illegal  grounds,  the  ultimate  result 
would  be,  that  on  them  the  penalty  of  the 
law  would  be  inflicted.  If,  unfortunately, 
they  should  so  act,  they  were  alone  to 
blame.  He  begged,  in  conclusion,  to  ask 
the  noble  Earl  whether  it  was  his  intention 
to  proceed  with  the  bill,  which  he  had  in 
the  last  Session  of  Parliament  introduced, 
regarding  the  admission  of  ministers  into 
the  church  of  Scotland,  or  any  other  mea- 
aure  to  that  effect. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  was  not  sorry,  he 
taidy  to  have  heard  the  question  which 
had  been  just  put  to  him,  for  he  had  re- 
ceived communications  from  numerous 
parts  of  Scotland, making  similar  inquiries. 
He  was  therefore  glad  of  the  present  op- 
portunity of  answering  the  question.  In 
doing  so,  he  would  state  the  course  that 
he  intended  to  pursue,  and  the  reasons  of 
doing  so.  He  was  perfectly  well  aware  of 
the  nict,  that  the  subject  had  lost  none  of 
its  interest  in  Scotland  since  last  Session. 
It  had,  however,  of  late,  assumed  a  new 
feature.  It  might  seem  strange  that  he 
should  not  persevere  in  a  measure  which 
bad  last  Session  been  so  dealt  with— a 
measure  which  a  large  majoritv  of  the 
House  supported — a  measure  which  was 
responded  to  by  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
parochial  clergy  of  Scotland  (when  he 
apoke  of  the  parochial  clergy,  he  did  not 
include  the  chapel  ministers)--a  measure 
which  was  sanctioned  by  so  large  a  body 
of  the  laity  of  all  ranks  and  conditions. 
Ne?ertheles8|  he  could  not  for|;et  that  her 


Majesty's  Government  had  declioed  to  in* 
terl'ere  in  it.  True  it  was,  that  the  Dobia 
Viscount  opposite  had  abstained  finofli 
giving  any  opinion  respecting  it;  and, 
therefore,  the  noble  Viscount  stood  per- 
fectly unpledged ;  but,  he  (Lord  Aberdeen) 
knew  that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 
who  presided  on  the  woolsack  strongly 
objected  to  the  bill,  considering  it  a  vim- 
tion  of  the  rights  of  patronage.  The 
General  Assembly  also  objected  to  if. 
They  viewed  it  as  incompatible  with  ihm 
interests  of  the  church,  and  as  rivetthig 
the  chains  of  patronage  still  more ;  nay, 
they  spoke  of  it  as  an  attempt  to  dethrone 
the  Redeemer  from  his  seat.  These  ob« 
jectionswere  forcing  the  peopleasooderyaeil 
whether  the  bill  were  liable  to  both  or  neU 
ther  he  would  not  then  inquire.  He  honed 
his  measure  was  justly  liable  to  neiClier, 
but,  if  so,  he  left  it  to  the  reason  of  any 
man  in  his  senses  to  decide  which  mightt 
with  the  most  appearance  of  reaaony  be 
urged,  but  different  as  those  objectione 
were  when  they  came  to  be  united  in  pne- 
tical  opposition  to  the  meaaure,  they  ep- 
peared  to  him  to  deprive  it  of  all  cnenee 
of  effecting  the  only  good  he  had  hoped 
from  it,  that  of  restoring  peace  to  tbe 
Church,  and  when  that  oppoaitioe  wee 
aided  practically  by  her  Afajeaty's  Oo> 
vernment,  and  the  dominant  party  in  Om 
Assembly,  he  was  satisfied,  that  it  vonid 
prevent  the  beneficial  effect  which  be  bed 
been  sanguine  enough  to  anticipete.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  this  feeling  thet  he 
did  not  press  his  measure  through  tiie 
House.  He  was  not  aware,  thet  eny 
change  had  occurred  in  either  of  the  per* 
ties  which  objected  to  his  bill,  and  then- 
fore  the  same  reason  would  prevent  Uei 
from  pressing  it  iipon  the  House  in  ths 
present  Session,  but  there  was  an  eddt- 
tional  reason.  He  had  been  toU  leatyew 
that  the  object  of  the  petitioners  for 
intrusion  was  the  total  abolition  of  pall 
age ;  and  though  he  did  not  at  the  la 
believe  it,he  had  some  reason  to  think  thet 
this  was  the  real  object  at  which  theperty 
referred  to  aimed.  The  measnre  heintio* 
duced  was  certainly  not  calculated  to  en* 
tisfy  them  on  this  point,  and  therefore  fhr 
this  and  the  previous  reasons  it  wonU  he 
useless  to  revive  it.  He  understood  her 
Majesty's  Government  had  metnifly  con* 
sidered  the  subject,  and  that  they  hnd 
come  to  the  determination  to  preserve  the 
law  as  it  at  present  stood.  He  bed  no- 
thing to  quarrel  with  in  that  dtoknuim^ 
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for,  as  matters  stood  at  present^  he  did  not 
tee  how  they  could  adopt  a  more  judicious 
course.     He  lamented    the  course  taken 
last  year,  hut,  no  douht,the  noble  Viscount 
acted  in  a  manner  which  he  thought  con- 
sistent with  his  duty.     But,  to  make  that 
declaration  efTectual,  it  must  be  honest 
and  sincere.    He  did  not  mean  to  intimate 
any  doubt  of  the  honesty  or  sincerity  of 
the  noble  Viscount  himself,  but  that  he 
must  take  care  that  the  other  members  of 
his  GoTemment  acted  and  spoke  in  har- 
mony with  him.    Unless  he  did  so,  the 
people  of  Scotland  would  be  misled  and 
deceived.     For  instance,  the  principal  law 
officer  there,   the    Lord    Advocate    was 
looked  upon  (he  was  sure  erroneously)  as 
the  principal  supporter  of  the  extreme 
party.     In  this  country  they  knew  how  to 
estimate  the  dimensions  of  a  Lord  Advo* 
cate;     but  in   Scotland   be  was  looked 
upon  as  a  much  more  important  personage 
than  the  noble  Viscount  himself — he  was, 
in  fact,  the  Government.     He  was  happy, 
however,  to  find  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
had  retreated  from  the  wrong  position  in 
which  he  had  placed  himself,  and  that  he 
had  declined  to  attend  at  a  public  dinner, 
on  the  ground  that  a  public  demonstraUon 
at  that  time  would  not  advance  thehr  com- 
mon objects.      These  objects  were  the 
destruction  of   all    patronage,   and    the 
stigmatising  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Courts  in  Scotland,  and  of  that  House. 
Such   declarations    were   very  injurious, 
and  the  dominant  party  in  the  Assembly 
of  Scotland  had  circulated  a  report  that 
it  was  hit  intention,  or  the  intention  of  a 
noble  Duke,  to  bring  forward  a  measure 
of  a  much  more  coercive  and  stringent 
character.     They  knew  perfectly  well  that 
such  was  not  his  intention.     But  it  formed 
a  good  subject  for  declamation  and  abuse, 
and  they  were  sufficiently  unscrupulous  to 
resort  to  it.     There  was  nothing  they  de- 
siied  so  much  as  a  little  persecution.    At 
present  they  were  the  tyrannical  and  per- 
secuting party,  and  cruelly  they  had  per- 
secuted their  l>rethren,  for  no  act  but  their 
obedience  to  the  law  of  the  land.     That 
was  the  **  head  and  front  of  their  ofTond- 
ing."     He  could  only  8ay,that  it  never  en- 
tered into  his  contemplation  to  introduce 
any  more  stringent  measure.     No  doubt, 
if  temperately  and  steadily  administered, 
the   law  would  be  too  strong  for  these 
reverend  agitators.     He  begged  the  noble 
Viscount  to  be  consistent,  and  not  to  ima- 
gine that  a  declaration  in  the  Hoosei  on- 


accompanied  by  unifonnity  of  eonduei  hi 
the  members  of  his  GovernoseDli  would 
produce  the  results  which  he  WM  satiifi«I 
they  all  wished  and  desired. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Sbrvices  IK  Syria.]  The  Earl  of 
Mvnto  said,  that  a  clerical  error  had  oo^ 
curred  in  the  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanka 
to  the  officers  who  had  served  on  the 
coast  of  Syria,  which  he  was  anxious  lo 
correct.  The  name  of  Sir  Charles  Fredk* 
rick  Smith  had  been  introduced,  ioatead 
of  that  of  Sir  Charles  FeUx  Smith.  H$ 
was  the  more  anxious  to  correct  this  error* 
as  there  was  another  officer  of  the  foroser 
name  in  the  same  corps.  He,  therefait, 
moved,  that  the  vote  should  be  ameodedt 
and  the  name  of  Sir  Charles  Felix  Smilh 
be  substituted  for  that  which  had  been  ia* 
serted. 

Agreed  to. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  March  2, 1841. 

MmuTSt.]   Bilk.    Raid  a  lint  time  :—DoiiU«OMti,fllert 
Prriingw  (Irdaad).— RflMl  a  ■wond  tin*  i— TanSto 

PvtttkMM  pmoited.  By  Mr.  Colqalmiiii,  aitf  Sk  R.  Ii^lk, 
fkoro  plaew  in  Suflblk»  SbtopAin,  NocMk,  tad  Stef^ 
iMid,  agirfait  tlw  CoMiinniMe  of  tlw  OflMt  to 
—By  Sir  C.  Styles,  and  Siffgiiit  JadooB.  ham 
and  Kinuimy,  in  IkTour  of  Lord  Stanleyli  Iiiali 
tratlaii  BI1L— By  Mr.  AditOB  Yatn,  Mr.  M.  J.  CtCmmtU 
and  Mr.  B.  Rodte,  fton  Cariow,  K«rry,  and  Ooik,  ftr 
Lord  Morpaai's  Iriih  R^gbtatiMi  BUL— By  Mi;  Ttattw. 
Mr.  T.  Parker,  Mr.  HodgM,  Mr.  Flddn,  and  oUmn, 
fttmi  Wcit  Sunry,  plawi  in  Laneidiire,  CMitalMry»  and 
oChar  plaoM,  i^aioit  the  CaaUaitaMa  of  the  IHimlSW 
Bill.— By  Mr.  Bailey,  and  Mr.  Phinnitra,  ftmn  OlauMt- 
ter,  and  Eait  Kent,  fbr  Cbureh  Sztenlon.— By  Mr.  Af* 
Honby,  fton  Cimbcriandf  that  the  iwoninMndalioB  SC 
the  Marina  Society  CooMiittw  aaay  ka  aanlad  into  iAit 
—By  Sir  R.  Bateian,  and  Mr.  Fok  MaiiM*  ftom  nabf 
tctlci  In  iTBlind,  ftom  Lawrtnea-Klik,  and  i 
agidait  Ctanh  ritwwy  in  BeiHtoid,-  By  Mr. 
ditek*  Mr.  M.  Phittipi,  airt  Mr.  Tmnm,  fti 
tcr,  agidait  the  Copyitght  of  Dm%m  BUL-By  Mr.  T^ 
DuBoonke,  fkom  the  CbmfM  AmdatioB  at  LNtrpoSI. 
JBf  Pardon  to  Ffcoit,  WMk—t,  and  Toni,  tha  Ral— >  of 
Mr.  O'Connor,  and  Mr.  Bwtaun  CtBtkm»  fottha  Dli> 
mlMd  of  Mtailotcn,aad  ftir  Univmri  Sntt^i^- By  UmA 
Bitot,  fton  Gonmil*  ftir  Mediari  RiAmD. 

AdM IVI8TRATI0V  OP  JUSTICB — ScOT- 

LA VD.]  Mr.  Wallace  in  risiog  to  bring  te. 
fore  the  House  the  motion  of  which  he 
had  given  notice^  aaid  he  wovM  endcttfoar 
to  be  as  brief  as  he  couMt  and  ha  imeted 
he  should  make  out  such  a  case  aa  woold 
entitle  him  to  a  '^  conmittae  to  inquire  inlo 
the  natose  and  extent  of  the  duties  sc31 
incambent  on  the  boldera  of  the  Mir 
nearly  aineciife  oflict  of  sheriff  prindiMl, 
or  chief  stipendiary  judge  for  cacli  eoMly 
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in  Scotland ;  and,  also,  to  inquire  into  iJie 
Datureand  effects  of  tbe  degrading  syEtem 
under  which  the  above  class  of  stipendiary 
judgei  nominate  and  appoint  stipendiary 
deputy  judges,  which  judges  sre  also  paid 
oirtoftheExcliequer;  and,  like  all  oth 
deprities,  are  called  upon  to  perrorm,  ar 
Actually  do  peiform,  almost  the  nliole  i 
the  highly  essential  aad  most  labortui 
duties  thus  cast  upon  the  useful  class  of 
jud^s,  who  preside  so  sniisractorily  over 
the  countv  courts  of  Scotland."  He  ad- 
dressed himself  more  pailicularly  to  the 
Members  of  Scotland,  and  he  would  ask 
them  whether  or  not,  throughout  that 
country,  there  was  not  an  universal  belief 
that  the  sherifTs'  courts  were  capable  of 
very  considerable  improvement.  His  ob- 
ject was,  not  to  destroy  but  lo  improve; 
and  lie  sought  the  appointment  oTa  com- 
mittee that  the  state  of  these  courts  might 
be  looked  into  with  a  view  to  their  im- 
provement. In  the  Brat  place,  tltere  were, 
in  the  narrow  and  poor  country  of  Scot- 
land, no  fewer  than  eighty  stipendiary 
judges  to  do  the  duly  of  the  county  courts, 
thirty  of  whom  were  sinecurisls,  whilst,  by 
the  b;tl  which  had  been  inuoduced  by  his 
hon.  Friend  tlic  Under  Secretary  for  the 
Hom«  Department,  and  for  which  he  (Mr. 
Wallace)  gave  him  the  iilmoat  possible 
praise,  and  which  he  believed  would  confer 
an  inestimahle  benefit  upon  England,  it 
was  sought  to  appoint  only  twenty-five 
similnr  judgei  for  tlm  country.  Thirty  of 
the  judges  in  Scotland  were  nothing  belter 
than  sinecurists.  By  the  Act  of  Jurisdic- 
tion, passed  in  the  time  of  George  2nd, 
(and  which  was  the  original  act  appointing 
sheriffs  in  ScolUnd),  it  was  provided  and 
intended  that  those  judges  should  hold 
itinerant  courts  during  the  year.  The 
Crown  could  command  the  judges  to  do 
so,  but  such  had  been  the  influence  of 
the  legal  profession  in  Ivlinburgh,  that 
ihete judges  were  never  |iermitted  toper- 
form  that  most  constitutional  duty.  He 
should  be  surprised  to  lienr  how  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  Fox  Manle)  couhl  defend  the 
•yslem  proposed  to  be  adopted  in  l^nglnnd, 
and  yet  deny  to  Scotland  the  very  same 
machjrtery  that  it  was  believed  would  be 
»  very  beneficial  to  this  country.  In 
Scotland  there  were  two  sets  of  judges. 
One  set  (consisting  of  thirty)  were  mercl\ 
sinecuriais  ;  the  other  set  were  the  no- 
minees, or  d.'puly  Judges,  (consisting  of 
fifty),  ap|>ainted  by  the  thirty  sinecure 
judges.     Could  anything  be  more    mon- 


Jialiee—Seoibnd.       191S 

slrous  than  a  system  which  tdmilled  of 
judges  to  be  nominated  by  other  linecure 
judges,  and  yet  to  be  paid  by  (be  public  f 
There  had  been  many  bad  appoinlments 
under  this  ayslem,  and  it  was,  neverthe< 
less  the  fact,  that  the  nominee  judges 
were  far  superior  to  those  who  appointed 
them.  The  reason  was  obvious ;  one  set 
held  their  courts  openly,  and  the  publle 
eye  was  continually  upon  them,  while  the 
others  sat  in  holes  and  corners  in  Edin- 
burgh, known  to  nobody.  This  was  the 
distinction.  He  expected  to  be  told  that 
port  of  the  law  commission  had 
sanctioned  the  late  act  oF  Parliament  for 
iprovement  of  the  sheriffs'  courts  ; 
and  that  the  commissioners  had  expretted 
~  strong  opinion,  which  ought  to  bear 
jainst  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
he  was  anxious  to  obtain.  But  he  wai 
jt  to  bring  a  heavy  charge  agarnat 
ibers  of  that  commiision,  inas- 
much as  they  had  not  duly  extracted  Front 
the  Jurisdiction  Act,  but  had  raised  their 

iperstructiire  upon  a  false,  and  he  wonhl 
almost  lay,  n  scandalous  foundation.     He 
used  those  words  advisedly,  and  he  would 
to  prove  thero.    The  Jurisdic- 
tion Act  provided, 

That  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  said  she- 
riffs principal,  or  sheriff^  suhslilul^  not  ontf 
lo  hold  Ihsir  own  regular  courts,  but  aba  te 
hold  itinerant  courts,  at  luch  times  and  (daew 
their  respective  jurisdietious  as  thif 
should  judge  lo  be  expedient,  or  at  such  tsnai 
and  places  as  stiould  he  directed  by  his  Ha> 
jcsty,  his   heirs,  and    succesion,   by  wirtaot 

der  hii  or  their  sign  manual." 

Notice  was  also  required  lo  be  given 
before  such  courts  should  be  held.  He 
considered  that  the  understanding  of  the 
legislature  was,  that  these  Judges  were  lo 

ike  itinernnt  courts.     The  aheriff  sub- 

tutc  did  now  hold  itinerant  courts,  but 
the  sheriffs  principal  were  debarred  thro ugb 
the  power,  influence,  or  direction  of  the 
court  of  session  fiom  doing  so.  He  did 
bow  it  wus  accomplished,  but 
they  had  mauagt'd  lo  prevent  the  princi- 
pals from  holding  any  such  courts.  .4pia, 
there  whs  another  cliargc  ho  had  lo  make 
igainst  the  commissioners  respecting  tbe 
csiilence  of  the  sheriffs.  By  the  Jurii- 
liction  Act,  it  was  rctjuircd  that  even 
hcriir  should  reside  personally  within  hiB 
county,  shire,  or  slewartrj,  duriag  the 
ipaee  of  four  months  in  each  year.  Now, 
vhat  did  the  \ivi  commissioners  say?  In 
pa|;c  2(i  of  their  first  report,  they  quoted 
the  act  thus:— 


tsia 
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**  It  is  further  provided  by  the  Act  of 
George  2Dd»  cap.  23,  sec.  39>  that  erery  sheriff 
depute^  or  his  substitute,  should  reside  iu  hb 
county  for  four  months  in  the  course  of  the 


year." 

He  would  ask  the  learned  Lord  where 
any  such  words  were  to  be  found  in  the 
act?     He  accused  the  law  commissioners 
(and  the  learned  Lord  Advocate  was  one 
of  them),  of  having^  stated  in  the  report,  as 
an  abstract,  that  which  was  not  true ;  and 
that  it  had  been  done  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting^  a  superstructure  which,  if  a  com- 
mittee  were  granted,  he  had  not  the  least 
doubt  would  be  completely  overthrown. 
He  would  now  pass  on  to  the  next  part  of 
his  subject,  stating  only  his  utter  want  of 
confidence  in  anything  which  that  report 
contained.    This  report  was  under  the 
first  commission  granted  for  inquiring  into 
the  Scotch  courts*    The  second  commis- 
sion was  granted,  and  they  were  enjoined 
to  do  this,  among  other  things'— namely, 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  circuits 
being  performed  by  a  certain  number  of 
non-resident  sheriflfs.     Here  was  an  order 
given  to  the  commissioners  to  make  an  in« 
quiry  which   they  had   never  dared    to 
make.     They  had  blinked  their  doty,  and 
had  left  it  unperformed,  because  they  knew 
that  such  a  case  would  be  made  out  as 
would  make  it  absolutely  incumbent  upon 
the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  the  Scotch  Courts.  The  learned 
Lord  opposite  well  knew  that  in  place  of 
requiring  the  sheriffs  to  remain   in  their 
county,  the  act  only  required   that  they 
should  hold  eight  sham  courts  throughout 
the  year.     He  called  them  sham  courts, 
because  the  public  were  not  admitted  to 
them,  and,  in  fact,  knew  little  or  nothing 
about  them.    The  act  enjoined  that  the 
twenty-eight  non-resident  judges  should 
be  regular  practising  barristers  in  Edin- 
burgh; it  created  in  Edinburgh  twenty- 
eight  courts  of  appeal  from  the  county 
courts  of  Scotland.     Was  it  possible  that 
any  country  could    require  twenty* eight 
courts  of  appeal  from  twenty-eight  county 
judges  ?    That  was  the  state  of  the  courts 
in  Scotland  — a  state  which  caused  uni- 
versal confusion  and  disgust  all  over  that 
country.     Another  reason  for  appointing 
the  committee  which  he  asked  for  was, 
that  the  House  of  Commons  had  passed  a 
bill  which  contained   four  clauses  which 
regulated  the  duties  of  those  courts;  jet 
those  duties  were  conducted  in  a  most  un- 
satisfactory manner,   in  consequence  of 


the  other  House  kafiof  thfown  oet  Ihoee 
elauses.     It  was  for  the  honour  of  the 
House  that  a  committee  shooid  be  ajN 
pointed,  in  order  to  see  whether  d^gndft* 
tion  had  not  been  inflicted   upon  Ikal 
House  hy  such  eondaot.    The  praetioe  of 
the  courts   was  most  objectionahl^     U 
admitted  of  two  records  before  them  el 
the  ssme  time ;  and  such  was  the  system^ 
that  no  witnesses  were  ever  heard  or  i»< 
terrOgated  In  court;  the  judge  never  pro>* 
nounced  his  sentense  firom  the  bench,  bet 
read  it  from  a  paper,  so  that  the  poblie 
received  no  benefit  from  them,     in  ell 
the  other  courts  of  Si^otland  it  was  ttnd«^ 
stood  that  they  were  open  for  the  pnblio 
good,  but  in  the  county  courts  it  was  aH 
a  dumb  show  ;  the  judges— *like  theoraele 
of  Delphos— -were  out  of  sight,  and  out  of 
hearing ;   nobody  knew  anything  of  the 
matter,  until  they  gave  out  their  decisioii 
upon  a  serap  of  paper,  for  which  nobody 
entertained  any  respect.    He  had  already 
endeavoured  to  describe  the  nature  of  the 
Scoteh  judges,  of  whom  in  all  there  wen 
eighty.    He  might  probablv  be  told  ihet 
those  judges  were  men  of  high  learniaf 
and  acquirements-*of  great  profeseiond 
practice— 4nen  well  Qualified  to  eel  ee 
judges.    But  he  could  tell  the  Hoo^iif 
from  eeeurateinformatloo  which  he  had  oIn 
tained  on  the  subject,  that  out  Of  the  tMn# 
sheriffs  depute,  who  were  old  men,  eight 
had  retired  from  business  altogether,  sieve* 
of  them  might  fairly  be  Called  old  woaHMi 
nine  were  in  pretty  (kir  praetioe,  and  Itvo 
of  them  presided  most  benefielallv  in  their 
own  courts.  There  was  an  anomaly  in  the 
Scotch  courts  which  was  not  in  those  of 
any  other  portion  of  the  United  Kingdoee 
— some  of  the  judges  were  ordered  to  be 
in  their  courts  contineally,  while  oiheit 
were  not  required  to  be  so.    He  (Mfir 
Wallace)  moved  in  oommittee  lest  yeer  lo 
know  how  many  leading  edvoeates  ibeie 
were  el  the  Scotch  bar.  The  question  wei 
answered^  and  he  had  then  asked  whet 
were  their  names,  end  could  he  have  them* 
The.answer  was  '*  No."  However,  he  hed^ 
learned  their  names  from  one  of  the  wi|J 
nesses,  who  gave  evidence  befoie   Ike 
I  committee,  and  he  found  that  not  one  of 


the  sheriffs  was  a  leeding  eounsel.  The 
bill  before  them  for  England,  which  gave 
twenty-five  jndMS,  was  an  eKoelieni  oei,r 
and  the  hon.  Baronet  was  to  move  M 
night  for  funds  to  pay  those  Judges,  ei4 
if  theie  were  not  sulBeient  fends  for  IhM 
purpose,  he  (Mr.  WiOlece)  woold 
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him  were  there  were  plenty  of  spare  judges  J  the  thing  wu  worth,  even  when 
and  spare  fnnds.     However,  he  wonid  not  ■  tested  election  came.     The  hon. 
propose  for  England  what  he  thought  uo-  I  condnded  by  statmg  that  he  was 
fit  for  Scotland.  He  had  learned  from  the  j  to  alter  the  wording  of  tbt  motion  of 
hon.  Member  for  fiandon,  who  was  on  the  ,  he  had  given  notice,  his  sole  obiact 
committee  of  last  year,  and  who  paid  the  {  inquiry ;    and  there  fore  he  wonn  a 
closest  attention  to  the  subject,  that  there  ,  himself  with  moving  that  a 


weiethirty-fonrassistant  barristers.  Where,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  m 
then,  conld  be  the  necessity  for  eighty  extent  of  the  dnties  of  the 
judges  in  Scotland?  Nineteen  of  that  or  chief  atipendiaiy  judge  for  each 
number  were  totally  incompetent  to  dis-  in  Scotland,  and  into  the  syatam  of 
charge  their  duties ;  nine  or  ten  did  their '  nating  stipendiary  deputy  judgea. 
duties  as  barristers,  but  they  did  no  duties  j  T\m  Lord  Advocate  aaid,  that  ht 
as  public  judges.  It  was  a  mere  farce —  j  listened  with  all  due  attaotion  towiasl 
a  disgraceful  and  positive  system  of  pa-  p  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
tronage — and  not  a  matter  at  all  for  ;  to  disicover  the  grounds  on  which  ha 
which  the  public  money  ought  to  be  ,  manded  this  inquiry;  an  inquiry 
expended.  Let  them  look  also  at  the  '  system  which,  without  lefernng  to 
expense.  He  found  that  the  thirty- four  evidence  whatever,  the  hon. 
jodges  in  Ireland  had  but  500/.  a-year  '  had  chosen  to  assume  to  be  utterly 
each,  making  17,000/.;  the  twenty-five  '  cessary,  naosely,  the  syatem  by 
judges  proposed  for  England  were  to  have  most  important  class  of  pablie 
1,200/.  a-year  each,  making  30,000/.  the  depot v  sherifis  of  Scotland, 
a- year  for  England.  But  how  did  the  '■.  pointed.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had 
■Salter  stand  in  Scotland  ?  Why,  there  bestowed  on  those  officers  great 
were  thirty  sinecure  judges,  who  had  not !  not  more  than  was  due  to  then 
less  than  700/.  a-yesr  each,  that  made  had,  at  the  sanse  time,  declaivd  that  llw 
21,000/. ;  and  there  were  fifty  deputies,  or  ,  system  by  which  tbey  were  nominalsd 
nominees,  who  had  amongst  them  20,160/. ;  appointed  was  a  degrading  system.  It 
a-year :  making  41,150/.  for  the  county  [  at  least  satisfactory  to  him,  and  he 
judges  in  poor  Scotland  ;  all  of  which  wss  it  would  be  so  to  the  people  of  firortasii, 
nsid  out  of  the  pockeu  of  the  public,  as  well  as  to  that  House,  to 
Besides,  in  Scotland  they  had  to  piy  fees  in  whatever  manner  thst  hon. 
on  each  sentence  of  transporution.  al>  might  choose  to  diaracierise  dw 
though  the  sentence  hsd  never  been  their  appointment,  he  was  obliged 
carried  into  effect.  That  be  thonsrht  was  fest  that  the  sheriffs  depute  wiere 
a  positive  waste  of  public  nsoney.  In  useful  class  of  officers,  and  that  ihey 
short,  the  whole  lystero  required  amend-  charged  most  onerous  duties  with 
meat ;  but  he  knew  ahy  the  present  Lord-  ■  and  credit  to  themsielves.  and 
advocate,  like  bis  predecessors,  was  op-  to  all.  He  confessed  that,  on 
posed  to  all  reform  in  the  appointment  of  the  terms  of  the  motion,  with  the 
Scotch  judges,  and,  indeed,  he  did  not  ence  he  had  had  of  the  manner  in  whi 
believe  that  any  I^ord- advocate  would  be  '■  hon.  Gentlemsn  condncted  his  ■ 
returned  to  that  House,  if  he  stood  out ;  was  not  at  all  surprised  at  the 
boldly  for  a  thoiough  reformation  of  tlie  temper  with  which  he  had  MUered  ielo  tte 
Scotefa  courts.  He  had  endeavoured  to  discussion  of  this  subleci:  hut  he 
show  the  House  that  a  commiuee  ought  j  think  it  worth  while  to  take  anv 
to  be  apfminted,  aiMi  he  should  certainly  <  notice  of  thst  time  and  temper.  Yhe 
divide  the  House  upon  it.  He  hoped  \  .Member  hsd  used  very  Strang  1 
that  those  Gentlemen  who  intended  to  with  reference  to  the  sberiftt 
vote  against  him  would  be  able  to  tell  which  he  (the  Lord  Advocated k 
their  constituents  why  they  would  not  have  be  rebuttf<l  in  Scotland.  The  hoe.  M 
the  Scotch  courts  improved;  but  he  should  had  said  that  his  noble  Fnend  had 
be  surprised  if  any  man  got  up  and  said  that  he  wms  willing  tograntt 
that  those  courts  were  not  capable  of  im-  •  inquiry  if  the  House  should  think  it 
provement.  He  was  not  willing  thst  Scot-  that  might  be  so,  buthethoeghtlte 
land  should  be  degraded,  and  the  people  :  mentsof  the  hon.  Member  himself 


plundered,  for  the  mere  sake  of  patronsge. 


a  much  higher  value  being  set  upon  it  than  1  hold  its  assent  to  the  pinpeatJ 


sufficient  grounds  for  the  H 
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The  very  statement  of  th^  hoo.  Member 
for  Greenock,  that  no  Gedlleman  could 
hope  to  be  returned  from  large  towns  in 
Scotland  who  endeavoured  to  overthrow 
the  present  system  connected  with  local 
courts,  showed  how  popular  that  system 
was.  The  hon.  Member  hardly  appeared 
to  understand  the  subject  in  many  of  its 
bectrings,  but  he  had  admitted  that  the 
existing  arrangements  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion in  Scotland.  He  did  not  seem  to  be 
aware  that  a  commission  appointed  by  the 
Crown  had  reported  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  continuance  of  that  to  which  the  hon. 
Member  so  strongly  objected,  and  when 
he  accused  the  commissioners  of  hafing 
misrepresented  the  statute  law  of  the  land, 
and  particularly  the  20  George  2nd,  c.  43, 
he  could  not  have  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  the  very  terms  of  that  act  were  em* 
ployed  in  the  report.  He  was  confident 
that  every  Scotchman  who  heard  him 
would  bear  witness  to  the  excellent  work- 
ing of  the  present  system.  It  was  true 
that  the  sheriffs  depute  were  oHiiged  to  be 
residents  principally  in  Edinburgh,  the 
sherifTs  substitute  presided  as  local  magis- 
trates in  the  various  counties,  and  adminis- 
tered justice  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties.  The  sheriffs  depute  were  respon- 
sible for  the  conduct  of  the  sheriffs  aob* 
stitute,  and  the  state  of  the  appeals  showed 
how  little  any  such  a  change  as  was  pro- 
posed was  necessary.  Were  not  the  she- 
riffs depute  resident  in  the  seat  of  law  and 
learning,  and  the  sheriffs  substitute  respon- 
sible to  them,  both  offices  would  degene- 
rate, and  the  administration  of  the  law 
would  cease  to  deserve  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  people.  He  (the  Lord 
Advocate)  therefore  met  the  motion  not 
with  any  statement  of  details,  but  with  a 
general  assertion,  in  which  he  was  sure  the 
House  would  coincide,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Greenock  had  failed  in  making  out 
any  case  for  inquiry.  It  was  surely  a 
fair  answer  to  such  a  proposition,  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  saw  no  necessity  for 
it ;  on  the  contrary,  they  would  tie  deeply 
aggriefed  if  any  alteration  were  made, 
since  they  were  convinced  that  the  gen- 
tlemen now  acting  as  sheriffs  principal, 
sheriffs  depute,  and  sheriffs  substitute, 
discharged  their  duties  with  honour  to 
themslves,  and  with  advantage  to  all  par- 
ties  concerned. 

Mr.  Hume  observed,  that  it  was  no  re« 
commendation  in  his  eyes  that  the  system 
was  one  hundred  years  old;    on  the  con* 
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trary,  in  that  period  abases  had  crept  into 
it,  which  required  removal;  and  of  ^h|it 
advantage  was  it  that  every  generatkia 
grew  wiser,  if  that  wisdom  were  not  to  be 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  antiquated 
institutions  ?  The  complaint  was  not  that 
justice  was  badly  administered  by  the 
local  judges,  but  that  sheriffs  substitute 
were  not  remunerated  according  to  their 
merits  and  duties,  while  a  number  of 
overpaid  sinecures  existed  which  ought  to 
be  abolished.  It  was  an  objection  alio 
to  the  present  system  that  the  appoint- 
ments were  made,  not  by  the  Secra« 
tary  of  State,  but  by  individuals,  and 
for  political  purposes.  The  Lord  Ad- 
cate  had  shirked  the  strongest  part  of  the 
case  of  the  hon*  Member  for  Greenock, 
because,  in  fact,  he  could  make  no  answer 
to  it.  Thirty  nearly .  sinecure  jodgeabipa 
existed  for  the  benefit  of  individuals  and 
for  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 
When  all  the  duties  they  had  to  discharge 
might  be  performed  by  one  or  two  compe* 
tent  persons.  Some  of  the  judges  in  the 
Court  of  Session  had  not  so  much  to  do 
that  they  could  not  undertake  to  decide 
the  few  appeals  which  came  from  the  de* 
cisions  of  the  Sheriffs  substitute,  fai 
Ireland  there  were  thirty-four  sunilar 
judges,  the  expense  of  whoee  salariee  waa, 
only  34,000/.  a  year ;  while  for  the  thirty, 
counties  of  Scotland  there  were  no  fewet 
than  eighty  judge8,thirty  of  whom  received 
700/.  a  year  for  doing  nothing,  while  the 
sheriffs  substitute,  who  did  the  work  were 
very  inadequately  paid.  It  seemed  to 
him  most  extraordinary  that  after  Parlia- 
ment had  declared  so  strongly  against 
sinecures  of  all  kinds,  they  were  to  be 
kept  up  in  Scetland.  He  considered  the 
country  under  i^reat  obligation  to  hii  boQ. 
Friend  (Mr.  Wallace)  for  the  manner  ui 
which  he  had  persevered  in  bringing  tbb 
important  subject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Oillan  said.that  before  such  a  triba- 
nal  his  hon.  Friend  could  hardly  hope  for 
success  in  his  motion.  When  anything 
like  the  abolition  of  sinecures,  patronage » 
and  ofiices  came  before  the  House,  the 
unanimity  of  both  the  great  parties  againat 
anything  like  inquiry  was  truly  wonderfoK 
He  was  not  surprised  at  the  cheers  with 
which  what  was  said  by  the  Ix)rd  Advocate 
bad  been  received  bv  the  other  skle  of  the 
House;  no  doubt  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site thought  the  tenure  of  office  by  tho 
Lord  Advocate  might  be  ahort,  and  tbesp 
were  in  hopes  if  they  aacoeeded  to  that  aai 
2  R 
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and  other  situations  they  should  in  their 
turn  receive  the  assistance  and  support  of 
the  Lord  Advocate.  If,  however,  there 
were  anything  which  ought  to  make  tiie 
Lord  Advocate  doubtful  of  the  goodness 
of  his  case,  it  was  that  it  was  so  welcomed 
by  his  political  adversaries,  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  deep  regret  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
of  a  liberal  Government  should  thus  be 
encouraged  in  the  defence  of  a  system  of 
abuse  and  needless  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money. 

Sir  G.  Clerk  remarked  that  the  difficulty 
the  Lord  Advocate  had  had  to  contend 
with  was,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Greenock  had  made  out  no  case  requiring 
an  answer.  The  present  system  gave  uni- 
versal satisfaction,  as  he  could  bear  wit- 
ness, from  his  own  experience  as  a  country 
Gentleman  in  Scotland.  He  complained 
of  the  terms  in  which  the  motion  was 
couched,  because  they  were  calculated  to 
produce  an  unfounded  prejudice  through* 
out  Scotland  against  the  administration  of 
justice. 

Mr.  R,  Steuart,  though  he  should  vote 
with  the  hon.  Member  for  Greenock,  could 
not  concur  in  the  sweeping  censure  he 
had  pronounced  on  the  judges  constituting 
the  courts  of  appeal  in  Scotland.  He 
found  fault  with  the  system,  not  with  the 
individuals.  If  the  thirty  judges  were  re- 
duced to  six  or  seven,  supposing  the  sys- 
tem itself  to  be  good,  it  would  be  suffi* 
cient.  By  a  return  last  year  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House,  it  appeared  that 
in  five  of  the  southern  counties,  where 
each  sheriff  received  700/.  a  year,  there 
were  only  127  cases  of  appeal  within  the 
year ;  and  in  the  six  northern  counties, 
with  equal  salaries  to  the  sheriffs,  there 
were  only  128  appeals;  whilst  they  had 
additional  salaries  and  expenses  when 
they  attended  the  registration  courts.  If 
he  were  to  advise  upon  the  terms  of  the 
motion,  he  would  be  inclined  to  leave  out 
all  the  words  after  the  word  **  Scotland" ; 
but  upon  the  merits,  and  disavowing  the 
personal  attack  upon  the  sheriffs,  he  must 
support  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Greenock. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that,  so  far  as  he 
had  been  enabled  to  form  an  opinion,  he 
had  thought  that  the  system  of  local  ad- 
ministration of  justice  in  Scotland  was 
generally  acceptable  to  the  people,  and 
that,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  as  free  from 
error  as  any  system  was  likely  to  be.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  there  might  not 


be  iroprovemeDts,  but  the  exeeotiTa  Ocu 
vernment  was  perfectly  competent  to 
make  those  improvemeQta,  and  it  wmt  not 
necessary  to  appoint  a  committee  Co  conii* 
der  the  whole  case.  If  a  strong  case  were 
made  out,  he  was  not  one  to  object  to  • 
committee :  but  if  there  were  no  general 
dissatisfaction,  there  was  an  evil  in  ooder« 
mining  the  authority  of  judicial  tribunals 
by  general  inquiries  into  their  woiking. 
He  agreed  with  the  learned  Lord  (the  Lord 
Advocate)  in  the  reasons  he  had  given  for 
resisting  the  present  motioOf  and  the  lear- 
ned Lord  had  taken  the  right  groonda  for 
his  opposition,  and  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  would 
certainly  divide  against  the  hon.  Member 
for  Greenock. 

Mr.  Fox  Maule  said  that  if  he  had  no 
other  reasons  for  resisting  this  motion,  he 
should  have  found  sufficient  in  the  word- 
ing because  he  could  not  adopt  the  motkm 
itself,  and  repudiate  the  terms.  That  mo- 
tion had  gone  forth  to  the  country,  and 
if  he  assented  to  the  appointment  of  the 
committee,  he  would  be  agreeing  to  the 
objectionable  words.  As  to  the  small 
numt>er  of  cases  before  the  sheriffs,  hon. 
Members  did  not  know  the  labour  which 
the  sheriffs  principal  had  in  reviewing  the 
decision  of  their  deputes,  and  their  ezer« 
tions  could  not  be  rightly  measured  by  Ibe* 
number  of  cases.  Tx>  appoint  a  committee 
would  be  to  sanction  the  opinion  thet 
there  was  something  wrong  to  he  enqeiied 
into.  If  there  were  a  glaring  wrong  k 
must  have  come  before  the  public,  ead 
needed  no  committee  to  find  it  out :  ind^ 
if  the  wrong  did  exist,  his  hon.  Friend 
should  at  once  introduce  a  bill  showiBg 
what  that  wrong  was,  and  how  he  woald 
remedy  it :  the  House  would  then  be  eUe 
to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  matter,  bet 
the  process  now  proposed  would  rather  do 
injury  than  good. 

Mr.  Wallace  replied ;  He  said  he  bed 
worded  his  motion  in  its  present  terase. 
because  every  word  was  true.  He  hed 
not  inquired  into  the  expediency  of  aflinn- 
ing  what  was  true ;  if  the  House  woeld 
grant  him  a  committee,  he  would  prose, 
not  only  the  things  he  had  stated  in  hie 
motion,  but  a  great  deal  more.  He  woeld 
not  beat  about  the  bush  to  conceal  factn* 
The  returns  showed  that  in  the  cooeliae 
of  Peebles  and  Bute,  the  sheriffs  had  enlj 
two  and  a  half  appeals  between  them  te  e 
year,  and  ought  this  to  continnef  As  for 
the  system  being  satisfactory,  any  tmm 
wishing  to  recommend  himself  to  the 
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siitoencies  in  Scotland,  not  to  the  county 
constituencies,  that  were  under  the  land- 
lords, and  were  driven  up  to  the  poll  like 
flocks  of  sheep,  but  to  the  independent 
constituencies  would  call  for  this  law  re- 
form. If  the  connmittee  were  appointed, 
he  would  prove  his  case,  and  show  that  if 
there  were  proper  reform  in  the  tribunals, 
his  countrymen  would  not  be  accounted  a 
litigious  people,  but  would  readily  meet 
their  opponents  face  to  face  in  open 
court,  as  they  ought  to  do  in  a  free  coun- 
try. He  expected  nothing  but  opposition 
from  the  lawyers  in  the  House,  for  neither 
the  Member  for  Midlothian  nor  for  Leith 
could  get  their  seats  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  black-coated  gentlemen,  who 
would  not  vote  for  them  if  they  supported 
law  reform.  His  learned  Friend  near  him 
(8ir  John  Campbell)  said  that  he  had  been 
a  great  law  reformer  in  his  time :  that 
was  true,  but  his  reform  had  never  reach- 
ed Scotland,  To  meet,  however,  any  ob- 
jection, he  would  withdraw  his  original 
motion,  and  put  it  in  an  amended  shape 
leaving  out  the  words  (hat  had  been  ob- 
jected to,  and  the  latter  part  of  the 
motion. 

The  original  motion  having  been,  by 
leave,  withdrawn, 

Mr.  Wallace  moved,  that  a  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  duties  still  In- 
cumbent on  the  holders  of  the  office  of 
sheriff  principal,  or  chief  stipendiary 
judge  for  each  county  in  Scotland,  and 
also  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  effects 
of  the  system  under  which  the  above  class 
of  stipendiary  judges  nominate  and  ap- 
point stipendiary  deputy  judges. 

The  House  divided— Ayes  37;  Noes 
86  —Majority  49. 

List  qf  the  Aybs. 


Turner,  W. 
Warburton,  Ht 
Wood,  B. 


rettias* 
Wallace,  B. 
Hnme^  J* 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Archbold,  R. 
Barron,  H.  W. 
Bellew,  R.  M. 
Blake,  M.  J. 
Bridgeman,  II. 
Brocklehufit,  J. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Dennistoun,  J. 
Dundas,  C.  W.  D. 
Elliot,  hon.  J,  E. 
Rllice,  £. 
Evans,  W. 
Ferguson,  Colonel 
Gillon,  W.  D. 
Gisborne,  T. 
Ilastie,  A. 


Hector,  C.  J. 
Humphery,  J. 
Johnson,  General 
Lister,  £.  C. 
MoTtggart,  J, 
Morris,  D. 
Muntz,  G.  F. 
Murray,  A. 
O'Brien,  W.  S. 
O'Connell,  D. 
0*Connell,  J. 
0*Connell,  M.  J. 
Smith,  B. 

SomerviUe,SirW.M. 
Steuart,  R. 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Turner,  E. 


Lisfqfthe^VozB. 

Abercromby,  hn.  G.R.  Houstoun,  G. 

Adare,  Viscount  Howard,  hn.  C.  W.  O. 

Ainsworth,  P.  Hurt,  F. 

Antrobus,  £.  Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 

Arbuthnott,  hon«  H,  Jackson,  Mr.  Serjeant 

Baring,  rt.  hon.  F*  T.  Jermyn,  Earl 

Barnard,  E,  G.  Johnstone,  H. 

Bemal,  R.  Jones,  J. 

Blair,  J.  Kemble,  H. 

Bodkin.  J.  J.  Lockhart,  A .  M. 

Broadley,  H.  Lowtber,  J.  H. 

Broadwood,  H.  Mackentie,  T. 

Bruce,  C.  L.  C.  Maekenzie.  W.  F. 

Bruen,  Colonel  Morpeth,  Viscount 

Bruges,  W.  H.  L.  Naek),  J. 

Bttsfeild,  W.  Burker,  J. 

Campbell,  Sir  H.  Parker,  R.  T. 

Campbell,  Sir  J.  Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 

Chute,  W.  L.  W.  Pendarves,  E.  W.  W. 

Clerk,  Sir  G.  Perceval.  Cotonel 

Colquhoun,  J.  C.  Pigot,  rt.  hon.  D. 

Conolly,  Col.  £.  Plamptre,  J.  P. 

Corry,  hon.  H.  Pringle,  A. 

Craig,  W.  G.  Rae,  rt.  hon.  Sir  W. 

Creaswell,  C.  Richards,  R. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  E.  Round,  C.  G. 

Drummond,  H.  H.  Rushbrooke,  Colonal 

Dunbar,  G.  Rutherfurd,  rt.  lin.  A. 

Egerton,  Lord  F.  Sheil,  rt.  hon.  R«  L. 

Feilden,  W.  Hmyth,  Sir  O.  U. 

Ferguson,  Sir  R.  A*  Smythe,  hon.  G. 

FrtshBeld,  J.  W.  Stewart,  J. 

Gladstone,  W.  £•  Teignmouth.  Lord 

Gordon,  R.  Thompson,  Aldermatk 

Goulburn,  rt,  hn.  H.  Trotter,  J. 

Graham,  rt.  hn.Sir  J.  Vemey,  Sir  H. 

Halford,  H.  Vivian,  J.  £. 

Hamilton,  Lord  C.  Wilbrabam,  G. 

Harcourt,  G.  G.  Wodihouae,  £. 

Hepburui  Sir  T«  B.  Yates,  J.  A. 

Herries,  rt  hn.  J.  C.  Young,  J* 
Hodgson,  R. 

Hope,  hon.  C.  TELLfiBs. 

Hope,  G.  W.  Stanley,  hon.  £.  J. 

Horsman,  £.  Fox  luule,  hOn.  F. 

Matvooth.]  Mr.  Colquhoun  in  ris- 
ing to  bring  forward  tbe  motion  of  wbieh 
he  bad  given  notice  relative  to  the  Col- 
lege of  Maynootb,  confessed  that  ht  ap« 
preached  the  quest  ion  with  great  ankiet]^, 
and  some  degree  of  pain,  not  because  the 
snbject  was  undeservlog  the  conaideration 
of  the  House,  but  because  he  had  obaert. 
ed  that  in  the  debater  which  had  previ- 
ously taken  piece  on  this  subject  a  good 
deal  of  conflicting  religious  feeling  wt« 
mixed  up;  and  hon*  Members  on  fhe 
other  side  bed  coneeifed  that  an  ttlMk 
was  levelled  egiimst  their  coaseieatlodhi 
2R2 
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feelings  ai  Roman  Catholici  by  hon. 
Members  at  his  side  of  the  House.  He 
hoped  that  the  question  would  be  so 
treated  upon  this  occasion  as  to  be  en- 
tirely divested  of  all  such  feelings,  and  that 
they  might  approach  it,  if  with  a  strong 
difference  of  opinion,  at  least  without  any 
of  these  asperities  which  had  hitherto  un- 
fortunately characterised  their  proceed- 
ings. He  frankly  confessed,  that  he  had 
never  yet,  however  strongly  interested  in 
the  question  of  the  grant  to  Maynooth 
College,  been  able  to  give  his  vote  against 
it,  and  for  these  reasons: — First,  because 
he  found  that  the  grant  to  that  college 
had  been  continued  for  a  long  series  of 
years  under  certain  very  important  acts  of 
Parliament  to  which  he  would  presently 
allude,  and  it  would  be  by  no  means  be- 
coming in  that  House  to  withdraw  a  grant 
from  a  college  so  situated  without  insti- 
tuting a  careful  inquiry,  and  stating  the 
strongest  grounds.  Secondly,  because  the 
acts  of  Parliament  on  this  subject  pre- 
cluded them  from  entering  fairly  on  the 
question  of  withholding  such  grant  until 
the  entire  subject  was  maturely  and  so- 
lemnly considered.  The  acts  of  the  Irisli 
Parliament  by  which  the  College  of  May- 
nooth was  founded  were  two — the  35th 
George  drd.,  c.  21,  and  the  40th  George 
3rd.,  c.  85.  Without  entering  unneces> 
sartly  into  details,  he  would  briefly  state 
the  substance  of  these  acts.  By  the  first 
act  there  were  appointed  twenty-one 
trustees,  the  majority  laymen,  there  t>eing 
eleven  laymen  and  ten  ecclesiastii'si. 
These  laymcu  comprised  several  Protest- 
ants of  the  highest  eminence.  Ry  the 
act  which  tollowed  this  there  were  con- 
stituted visitors  of  the  college,  consisting 
of  the  highest  functionaries  of  the  rp:il.!i. 
The  chancellor  and  judges  of  JreLi.d 
wer«  appointed  to  visit  the  college  .it 
stated  periods,  and  report  as  to  its  sti'f. 
The  Lord- lieu  tenant,  the  represent  jt  xe 
of  the  Sovervi^n,  WAS  directed  to  recede 
this  re|K>rt»  toother  with  a  reconl  ut  the 
rules,  and  the  approval  of  those  rules, 
loMher  vith  the  appoin-racnt  of  the  pre- 
sident* was  vested  ic  b;3i.  It  must  be 
obvious,  froa  «hst  ^*  i^i  stauJ,  tha: 
Parliament  had,  bv  iteM  :«>c  acts«  civer> 
its  most  dirvct  ax>i  ^I'.bnriiKT;  sjcci^on 
to  the  College  of  Mayoocizii..  if  4rT  ere 
said  that  the  systean  pursued  zScre  was 
not  so  sanctioned,  he  woi:U  \»iX  th;$ 
plain  case.  Suppose  a  dispute  arisirg  i. 
London  between  the  London   Universiiv 


and  King^s  College.  Suppose  that  one  of 
these  colleges  could  say-^"  Here  is  ao 
act  of  Parliament  constituting  us  at  « 
recognised  public  body,  the  Sovereipi  it 
our  patron,  receives  our  report,  and  atne* 
tions  the  appointment  of  our  president; 
the  judges  of  the  land  are  our  visitora." 
Would  any  one  for  a  moment  say,  that 
this  was  not  a  clear  sanction  on  the  p«it 
of  Parliament?  When,  therefore,  year 
af.er  year  the  question  was  raised  of 
withdrawing  the  grant  from  Maynooth 
College,  he  bad  always  held  that,  findiaf^ 
these  statutes  throwing  around  this  coU 
lege  the  most  decisive  sanction,  the  first 
step  to  be  taken  was  to  alter  and  amend 
these  acts,  in  order  as  a  preliminary  rea^ 
son  to  remove  this  sanction.  In  movn^ 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  effect  thia 
alteration,  he  did  not  mean  at  ail  to  ia- 
terfere  with  any  grants  which  the  CoUego 
of  Maynooth  might  enjoy  from  private 
endowment  or  public  liberality.  All  that 
he  meant  to  tpeak  of  was  the  sanctioii 
extended  to  that  college  by  the  state; 
and  he  put  it  to  those  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  thought  these  grants  unwise,  whit* 
ther  they  did  not  think  it  importaat  to 
alter  and  amend  these  messores. 
hon.  Members,  however,  might  ask 
what  reason  there  was  for  alierio^  ll 
He  found  it  in  the  acts  themselves. 
acts  evidently  contemplated  two  tl 
!  first  a  control  (such  was  the  inteetkM  of 
'  Mr.  Pitt)  on  the  part  of  the  laity  over  the 
'  College  of  Maynooth ;  secondly,  a 
'  trol  over  it  on  the  part  of  the  ^ 

ment.     Tliis  intention  was  profei 
!  palpable.     By  the  Hrst  act,  to 
'  turned   the  rather  becaase  hon. 
men  opposite  dwelt  on  Mr.  Pitt's 
rilv,  a  m.roritv  of  the  trustees 
ed  of  lav:r.c.n.  Tliere  wrre  10 
trustees,  ni.d  elevi^n  laymen,  four  of 
Piotestants,  and  seven  Roman  Call 
The  trustees  thus  const>tuied  had 
effective  control   oier  ?!»e  college, 
appointed  the  prot'e^s^iri.  and  drvw 
rules :    but   unfortunately 
mj  )e  in   the  next  act.  which  vetT 
frusTa!e«.l   ti.e  i  -.««   vf  Mr.  Pitt, 
thr  Ron-i:*  Cjth  ;jc  ll  !v      Bt 

I  e  Tr.stets   «i?re    itvHed   i«io 
:-s;  ore  Mr*,  w-is  iX'«stHetcd 
t^'e  v*t"er  Trrsje^-s,    Pv  i7<«ce«s«« 
:v5fevi  .•■■  r:*e  l^.:<*f  s  -rs^  iw  tkaee  1U 
0*:  ^*cs  :•-  s-  t  ,N    i^« 
s*A*'.  >r^      A  w»«,v-:«  :/ 

ccG-:c»iini  «•     a««kf«.  )«t  ihay  hoi  ae 
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power.  All  the  authority  in  drawing  up 
rules,  in  appointing  professors,  &c.,  was 
transferred  to  the  trustees,  and  these  were 
altogether  Roman  Catholics.  This  was  in 
itself  no  objection  ;  but  four-6fths  of  them 
were  Roman  Catholic  ecclesiastics,  with 
the  power  of  filling  up  their  number  as 
any  vacancy  arose  ;  so  that  instead  of  the 
object  which  Mr  Pitt  had  in  view  being 
realised,  by  securing  to  the  government  a 
large  ascendancy  in  the  management  of 
Maynooth,  the  act  of  1800  reversed  the 
whole  arrangement,  deprived  the  govern- 
ment of  all  control,  turned  the  visitation 
into  a  complete  farce,  and  handed  over  to 
the  trustees  an  unlimited  power.  If  Mr. 
Pitt*s  original  principle  was  held  to  be 
sound,  then  the  act  of  1800  should  not 
be  suffered  to  stand,  because  it  reversed 
the  whole  system.  The  only  mode  of 
making  the  visitation  stringent  was«  to 
place  a  majority  of  laymen  amongst  the 
trustees.  While  the  act  remained  as  it 
stood  at  present,  not  the  slightest  step 
could  be  made  towards  modifying,  in  the 
slightest  particular,  any  one  of  the  existing 
arrangements.  Whether  hon.  Gentlemen 
were  desirous  of  withdrawing  the  grant,  or 
of  going  back  to  the  former  system  of 
government  control,  in  any  case,  they 
iDust  support  his  motion  for  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill.  It  would  be  said,  that  by 
disconnecting  Maynooth  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  the  judges,  they  would  be 
placing  it  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
Belfast  Academy,  to  which,  however,  a 
grant  of  the  public  money  was  annually 
made.  True,  but  they  would  thus  deprive 
Maynooth  of  a  very  important  sanction 
which  it  at  present  derived  from  its  con- 
nection with  the  Crown,  and  with  the 
judges  of  the  land.  If  this  bill  were  to 
pass  into  a  law,  Maynooth  would  be  left 
naked  and  isolated  to  the  annual  consi- 
deration of  Parliament,  when  any  money 
grant  might  be  proposed.  He  thought, 
however,  that  the  time  had  arrived,  and 
the  petitions  which  had  been  poured  in 
from  various  quarters,  indicated  the  state 
of  public  feeling,  when  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed out  of  doors,  with  reference  to  the 
College  of  Maynooth,  should  find  an  echo 
within  those  walls,  and  when  the  sanction 
which  had  been  hitherto  given  by  the 
Legislature  to  that  college  should  be  finally 
withdrawn.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Tipperary,  had  alluded 
on  a  former  occasion,  to  a  compact  entered 
into  when  the  College  of  Maynooth  was 


first  established ;  but  of  that  compact  be 
entertained  quite  a  different  view  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  believed  that 
compact  to  have  been  formed  between 
three  parties— first  the  Roman  Catholic 
laity,  next  the  Roman  Catholic  hierarchy, 
and  thirdly,  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Government, 
all  of  whom  were  desirous  to  see  this  col- 
lege established.  The  views  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  laity  had  been  expressed  by  Mr. 
Keogh,  the  agent  of  the  body  in  1795, 
and  also  by  Messrs.  Emmett,  M'NevIn, 
and  Plowden.  Mr.  Emmett  said,  that 
"  their  view  was,  that  the  plan  of  the  coU 
lege  should  include  Catholics,  yet  should 
not  exclude  those  of  any  other  religioiis 
persuasion,  and  that  it  should  depend  on 
the  people  for  its  support " — this  was  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  House — **  that 
it  should  be  subject  to  the  general  control 
of  the  clergy  and  laity."  Now,  this  was 
the  view  expressed  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
committee.  The  view  of  the  hierarchy  was 
somewhat  different  $  but  the  view  of  Mr. 
Pitt  was  perfectly  unequivocal.  The  bill 
which  he  introduced  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1795,  was  entitled, 

**  A  Bill  for  establishing  a  College  for  the 
better  education  of  persons  professioff  the 
Roman  Catholic  Religion,  and  intended  for  the 
Clerical  Ministry  thereof." 

It  was  thus  clearly  intended,  that  both 
laymen  and  clergymen  should  be  educated 
there;  and  it  was  further  manifest . from 
the  bill,  that  the  intention  was  to  place 
the  college  under  the  control  of  laymen  as 
well  as  ecclesiastics.  In  point  of  fact,  as 
he  had  already  observed,  there  was  a 
majority  of  laymen  in  the  first  body  of 
trustees.  But  the  whole  of  the  system  had 
been  changed  by  the  subsequent  enact- 
ment. The  college  no  longer  existed  as 
Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Roman  Catholic  laity 
desired  ;  but  at  this  moment  it  was  a  col- 
lege under  the  exclusive  soperiotendenoe 
of  seventeen  ecclesiastical  trustees,  who 
had  all  the  power  of  making  by-laws, 
appointing  professors,  and  even  excluding 
the  visitation,  for  none  was  tolerated  in 
reference  to  the  Roman  Catholic  disci- 
pline, and  the  doctrine  inculcated  at  May- 
nooth, which  was  manifestly  a  most  im- 
portant point.  When,  therefore,  hon. 
Gentlemen  referred  to  a  compact,  they 
should  recollect,  that  the  compact,  what- 
ever it  was,  had  been  broken,  not  by  the 
British  Parliament,  but  by  the  partira 
who  altered  the  college  of  Maynooth  so  as 
to  eatabliib  there  an  ecclesiastical  to  tb^ 
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exclunion  of  a  lay  education,  and  to  vest 
the  entire  control  of  it  in  ecclesiastics. 
Whilst  this  was   the  compact  made   by 
Mr.  Pitt,  he  was  bound  to  say,    as  the 
matter  now  stood,  the  position  of  May- 
nooth   was  one   of   very  serious   alarm, 
and    of   well-founded    dissatisfaction    to 
the    people    of    this    country.     Without 
alluding  to  the  differences  which  existed 
between  the   Roman  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant faiths,   he   would    observe,    that 
there  was  a  clear  distinction  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  which  was  most  material 
to  the  present  question.     Between    two 
systems  and  two  sets  of  opinions  among 
the  followers  of  that  church,  those  at- 
tached to  the  one  being  characterised  as 
ultra-montanists,  and   those  attached  to 
the  other  being  characterised  asGallicans. 
[Mr.  OCtmneU:  Hear  I]     The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman    cheered   that    state- 
ment as  if  he  deemed  it  a  matter  of  no 
consideration.     But  he  should  be  able  to 
show  to  the  House,  if  not  to  convince  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  that  it  was 
matter  which  was  considered  by  the  States 
of  Europe  of  very  grave  conceni.     There 
was  a  committee  of  this  House  appointed 
in  1816,  to  investigate  the  position  which 
the  Catholic  Church  occupied  in  Europe. 
That  committee  found,  that  a  vast  confe- 
deracy of  those  who  were  denominated 
ultra- Montanists  existed  throughout  Eu- 
rope, a  confederacy  possessing  laws  and 
canons  by  which  bishops  were  bound  to  a 
central  conference—- canons,    by    which 
bishops  were  bound  to  enforce  the  obser- 
vation of  certain  laws  within  the  country 
of  which  they  were  citizens — a  confederacy 
possessing  such  power  seemed  so  formida- 
ble to  all  the  States  of  Europe,  that  they 
took  great  precautions  against  the  conse- 
(juences  likely  to  result  from  it.     They 
would  not  allow  any  rescript  from  Rome 
without  its  being  seen  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  that  country  into  which  it  was 
to  be  introduced.     They  would  not  allow 
any  communication  to  pass  between  the 
central  conference  and  the  bishops  of  that 
country  without  its  having  been  seen  by 
the  Secretary  of  State.    They  would  not 
allow  the  appointment  of  the  bishops  to 
be   vested   in   any  hands  but  their  own. 
They,  in    fact,  resolved,  and   executed 
that  resolution,  that  there  should  not  ex- 
ist in  their  own  dominions  a  church  which 
did  not  own  a  close  connection  with  the 
State,  and  which  had  a  close  and  direct 
connection  with  a  foreign  power.    Such 


were  the  Gallican  libertiei  for  wliichf  io 
France,  the  French  wisely  contended. 
Such  was  the  law  in  Austria,  such  the 
law  in  Russia,  and  such  the  law  ia 
Prussia.  In  no  one  of  the  countriee  of 
Europe  was  it  tolerated,  that  the  appoiot- 
ment  of  bishops  of  the  church  should  be 
vested  with  the  see  of  Rome.  But  the 
rescript  of  the  Pope  passed  into  that 
country  without  being  seen  by  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  State.  [Mr.  O'CbmuU:  H^rQ 
He  must  say,  that  notwithstanding  ibe 
cheers  of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentlemao 
opposite,  those  States  had  adopted  a  wise 
course.  When  bishops  were  bound  to 
obey  a  foreign  conference,  whether  aittiog 
at  Rome  or  Vienna— -when  the  headi  of  the 
church  got  all  appointments  from  thet 
conference — when  the  oathi  by  which 
they  were  bound  were  of  such  a  oatnrt  et 
to  make  them  the  tools  and  instrymenU 
of  such  a  power,  he  asked  whether  tbeae 
things  did  not  appear  highly  formidable^ 
and  whether  it  was  wise  to  tolerate  a  aja- 
tem  which  owed  an  allegiance  to  a  foreign 
power  greater  than  that  which  tbej  owed 
to  their  own  Government  ?  He  abould 
show,  from  the  words  of  one  of  the  moet 
distinguished  statesmen  who  ever  appeered 
in  this  country.  Lord  Castlereagb.  He 
might  remind  the  hon.  and  learned  Gea* 
tieman  (Mr.  O'Conuell),  that  Lord  Caatlo* 
reagh  was  one  of  the  moat  ardent  auppoit- 
ers  of  the  Catholic  claims— that  DoUeaae 
told  them  in  a  speech  delivered  in  16I0» 
what  was  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  ihie 
subject,  for  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  great  nn- 
thority  on  the  other  akie.  He  (Mr«  PitI) 
said  that  : — 


"The  Catholic  hierarchy  of  Ireland 
knowlcdged  to  be  at  this  day  in  complele 
unqualified  dependence  oo  a  foreign  aathorilj 
— that  there  was  no  other  Catholic  Chareh  in  Si^ 
rope  in  the  same  position,  and  tliat  he  regretted^ 
that  the  policy  or  Britain  had  been  the  canae 
of  this  anomalous  position." 

He  then  went  on  to  expreet  hia  vieh, 
that  they  should  not  cease  to  be  Rooann 
Catholics ;  that  they  should  contieoe  lo 
be  sincere  but  liberal  Roman  Cathoiksai 
connecting  themselves  with  their  o«m 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  setnel 
benefit,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreim 
interference.  Now,  with  regaid  to  urn 
laws  recognised,  enforced,  and  awera  lo^ 
by  the  ultra-montane  party  refened  to  by 
Lord  Castlereagb  as  not  being  liberal 
Roman  Catholics,  hear  the  account  whieh 
Dr.  Doyle  gave  of  one  of  them.    He  aeidi 
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if  that  law  were  eoforced,  there  could 
•carcely  be  any  rest  among  the  Catholic 
States  of  Europe.  Dr.  M*Hale|  speakiog 
of  another  of  these  laws,  said  it  was  impos- 
sible it  could  be  received  amongst  us,  as 
its  reception  would  destroy  all  our  laws. 
Dr.  Doyle  said  of  the  same  bull,  writing 
to  Lord  Liverpool :— - 

**  Such  a  law,  in  place  of  beinff  necessary  or 
ustfuly  would  overturn  the  foundations  of  so* 
ciety,  and  instead  of  benefitting  the  entire 
community  would  entrench  on  all  its  dearest 
rights  and  liberties." 

In  illustration  of  the  mode  in  which 
these  laws  were  treated  by  foreign  powers, 
he  would  refer  to  what  took  place  in 
France  in  1716,  towards  the  end  of  the 
reign  of  Louis  14th.  In  that  year,  the 
Parliament  of  Paris,  ooinciding  with  the 
general  feeling  of  the  nation,  passed  an 
arr^t  against  these  laws,  and  proliibited 
their  reception  as  inconsistent  with  the 
right  of  the  people  and  the  monarchy  of 
France.  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  would  probably  say,  that  these  were 
dead  and  obsolete  laws,  that  they  were 
matters  of  past  days,  and  that  there  could 
be  no  use  in  referring  to  them  now.  But 
so  late  as  the  ^ear  1828,  a  very  intelligent 
French  Catholic,  a  man  of  great  distioction, 
the  Count  de  Montlosier  presented  a  peti- 
tion respecting  them  to  this  effect.  He 
said,  there  were  then  growing  up  in  France 
confraternitiee  in  close  association  with 
the  ultra-montane  party,  acting  on  their 
principles,  recognising  their  laws ;  he 
showed  how  dangerous  these  were  to  the 
peace  of  society — that  these  confraterni- 
ties were  called  the  Sodalities  of  the 
Heart — that  in  1740  their  principles  had 
Denetrated  so  widely  among  the  soldiery, 
that  their  fidelity  could  scarce  be  de^ 
pended  on,  and  so  widely  among  the 
people,  that  the  Qovernment  saw,  that 
their  allegiance  was  rotten  to  the  centre, 
and  was  withdrawn  from  the  Crown  to  this 
clerical  confederacy,  and  that  these  soda- 
lities  had  become  so  numerous  in  1816  as 
to  excite  serious  alarm.  Now  the  same 
system  of  power,  independent  of  the  state, 
was  existing  at  the  same  moment,  or  a 
year  or  two  afterwards,  in  Belgium,  aud 
was  described  by  an  emineoi  writer  as 
hostile  to  all  Qovernment,  and  especially 
to  that  of  the  reigning  sovereign.  The 
Belgian  prelates  in  the  year  1815,  had 
found  themselves  called  upon  to  address  a 
formal  protest  to  the  King  of  BoQandi  in 
these  terms  :-— 


*'  We  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  to  your  Ma. 
jesty  that  the  canonical  laws  which  are  siioc- 
tioned  by  the  ancieut  constitution  of  the  coon- 
try  are  incompatible  with  (he  projected  consti- 
tution, which  would  give  In  Belgium  equal 
fhvour  and  protection  to  all  religions.  Tbe 
ooondl  of  Trent,  all  whose  resolutions  weie 
published  in  tiiese  provinces,  and  have  thanee 
the  effect  of  ecclesiastical  law,  commanded  the 
bishops  to  see  to  the  execution  of  them.  The^ca* 
nonical  laws  alwavs  rejected  schism  and  heresy 
from  the  bosom  orthe  Church ;  we  are  bound 
incessantly  to  preserve  the  people  intrusted'  to 
our  care  from  the  doctrines  which  are  in  ofipo" 
sition  to  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  Chum. 
If  your  Majesty,  by  virtue  of  a  fundamental 
law,  protected  in  Uiese  provinces  the  pubUo 
profession  and  spreading  of  these  doctrines, 
the  progress  of  which  we  are  hound  to  oppose 
with  all  Uie  care  and  energy  which  the  Ca- 
tholic Chnrch  expects  from  our  office,  we 
should  be  In  fbrmal  opposition  to  the  laws  of 
the  Sute,  to  the  measures  which  your  Ali^esty 
might  adopt  to  maintain  them  among  m, 
and,  in  spite  of  all  our  endeavours  to  main- 
tain union  and  peace,  the  public  tranquillitj 
might  still  be  dbturbed.** 

Such  was  the  protest  put  forth  by  the 
Belgian  prelates.  Every  one  knew  what 
took  place  in  Belgium.  A  revolatioD  look 
place;  but,  nevertheless,  the  character 
and  influence  of  the  system  remained  ud* 
changed.  Now,  what  he  wished  to  ask 
was  this,  was  there  any  Catholic  countfy 
in  Europe  that  would  submit  to  the  ia* 
terference  of  a  foreign  influence  ?  What 
view  was  taken  by  other  European  poweft 
of  this  foreign  influence?  Let  the  con- 
duct of  Prussia  and  Austria  answer  that 
question.  As  to  the  principles  upon 
which  Maynooth  had  been  founded,  and 
as  to  the  results  which  had  been  expected 
from  its  foundation,  he  was  sure  there  was 
no  man  in  the  country  who  would  for  a 
moment  sav,  that  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Castk- 
reagh  would  have  lent  themselves  to  ike 
establishment  of  such  system  if  there  bad 
appeared  to  them  grounds  for  aopposiaf 
that  it  could  have  led  to  such  results  as 
the  present  generation  had  witnessed.  No 
man  could  suppose  them  capable  of  abet- 
ting an  establishment  framed  to  disseaai* 
mate  dogmas  so  intolerant  as  those  which 
issued  from  Maynooth.  He  would  not 
then  trouble  the  House  with  extracts  frana 
all  the  works  with  which  he  was  provided, 
and  which  concurred  in  confirming  the 
principles  for  which  he  contended;  bat 
this  he  would  say,  that  the  maatera  wbaae 
works  were  the  class4>ooks  at  Maynooth 
taught  doctrines  the  most  opposed  to  Ifl^ 
alty  towaide  the  Crown,  to  the  peaea  oCa 
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state^  or  to  freedom  of  conscience  in  mat- 
ters of  religion.  The  following  names 
were  returned  as  amongst  the  authors 
whose  works  were  deemed  necessary  to  be 
read  by  the  students  at  Maynooth,  and  as 
necessary  for  all  the  students  of  divinity 
in  the  Romish  church  : — '*  Manochius,  a 
Jesuit,  Bailly,  an  Ultramontane — authori- 
ties used  by  the  professors ;  Antoine,  a 
Jesuit ;  Devoti,  on  canon  law,  a  Jesuit ; 
Dr.  Murray  says  he  held  rather  strong 
doctrines  ;  Aquinas's  Secunda  Secundce,  a 
great  book  of  moral  philosopy,  held  the 
worst  doctrines ;  Maldonatus  and  Rei- 
fenstuel."  The  object  in  founding  the 
college  at  Maynooth  was  to  liberalise  the 
education  of  the  Irish  priesthood.  But 
what  were  the  doctrines  which  that  school 
taught  on  the  subject  of  loyalty  ?  The 
House  should  judge  for  themselves  by  the 
aid  of  the  following  extract ; — 

'<  Does  an  apostate  prince  lose  dominion 
over  his  subjects  ? — We  must  not  obey  apos- 
tate princes.  We  absolve  those  who  are  bound 
to  excommunicated  persons  by  fealty  and  the 
sacrament  of  an  oath.  Apostates  from  the 
•faith  are  excommunicated,  as  also  heretics. — 
Maldonatus.  Who  hath  not  known  the  CaU 
▼inist  and  Lutherans,  who  does  not  see  that 
they  arc  heretics,  who  have  revived  almost 
every  ancient  heresy? — Truly  there  never  can 
be  a  heretic,  if  they  are  not  heretics.  Oaths 
must  always  be  taken  mIvo  juris  ntperioris. 
They  are  dissolved  if  the  thing  becomes  un- 
lawful on  account  of  the  superior's  prohi- 
bition." 

The  next  extract  to  which  he  should  di- 
rect their  attention  was  from  the  Decre- 
tals, as  quoted  by  Dr.  Slevin.  That  was 
another  class-book,  in  which  the  students 
were  taught  that — 

**  lie  who  owes  anything  to  a  heretic  by 
means  of  purchase,  promise,  exchange,  pledge, 
deposit,  loan,  or  any  other  cuiitract,  is,  ipso 
factOy  free  from  thp  obligation, and  is  not  bc)und 
to  keep  his  promise,  bargain,  or  conlracl,  or 
his  pliglilod  faith,  even  though  sworn  to  a 
heretic. — Decretals," 

This  was  from  the  5th  book  of  the  De- 
cretals title  7.  [Mr.  O'ConncU:  What 
page  ?]  The  hon.  and  learned  Cientleman 
could  easily  find  it.  [Mr.  O'Connell: 
why  not  point  it  out  ?]  If  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  were  not  satisfied  with 
this,  he  would  refer  him  to  another  part 
of  Dr.  Slcvin*s  evidence  in  p.  226,  and 
another  part  in  p.  270.  He  would  beg 
the  attention  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  to  the  argument  used  there  by 
Dr.  Slevin.    In  p.  220,  he  said,  that  all 


who  separated  from  the  body  of  the 
Church  were  ezcommuoicated ;  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  had  over  Protes- 
tants the  same  spiritual  authority  as  orer 
Catholics,  and  that  in  countries  where  the 
ecclesiastical  was  supported  by  the  civil 
power,  the  Church  censures  had  temporal 
effects,  as  they  had  laws  to  compel  here- 
tics to  return  to  the  bosom  of  the  Chureh, 
and  the  confiscation  of  property  conse- 
quent  on  excoromunicatioa  depended  on 
the  civil  authority,  which  did  not  to  pro- 
tect their  doctnnes  here.  Though  Dr. 
Slevin  did  not  express  a  wish  that  confb- 
cation  should  be  one  of  the  temporal  re- 
sults of  excommunication,  yet  the  au- 
thorities he  referred  to  supported  this  mon- 
strous and  intolerable  doctrine.  If  such 
doctrines  were  inculcated  in  this  college^ 
was  the  object  of  Mr.  Pitt  attained  ? 
And  if  they  were  not  incolcatedt  whj 
were  these  books  made  the  standard  au- 
thorities? Why  were  the  Secunda  So- 
cundcB  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  which  of  all 
works  was  the  most  opposed  to  the  cif  il 
allegiance  of  the  subject,  quoted  at  the 
highest  and  most  valuable  standard  in  thai 
college  ?  What  would  be  said  if  books 
containing  absolute  doctrines,  such  as  ho 
had  described,  were  promulgated  in  the 
colleges  and  halls  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge, 
and  if  it  were  said, 

"  We  don't  inculcate  these  doctrines,  we 
merely  make  the  study  of  the  books  contaia- 
ing  them  a  part  of  the  education  of  the  wHm* 

dents  ? " 

It  might  be  true,  that  the  doctrines 
which  were  contained  in  the  works  he  had 
alluded  to  were  not  inculcated  at  Maj* 
nooth,  but  then  those  works  were  full  of 
them.  If  it  were  said,  that  the  beads  of 
the  halls  and  colleges  of  this  coantrj  had 
determined  that  these  books  of  Bailj, 
Thomas  Aquinas  and  others,  which  went 
to  dissolve  all  allegiance  to  the  sovereign. 
and  a  severence  of  all  social  bonds,  should 
be  read,  would  such  a  system  be  tole- 
rated ?  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  Iho 
priesthood  who  were  educated  at  the  col- 
lege of  Maynooth,  imbibed  the  doc- 
trines which  these  books  contained,  and 
he  should  be  able  to  prove  this  assertioii 
by  the  evidence  of  the  hon.  and  learacd 
Member  for  Dublin.  In  his  evidence  be« 
fore  the  committee  of  1 835,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  had  stated, 

"  The  priests  who  were  educated  in  France. 
were  old  men  when  I  became  a  man.  and  I 
found  that  they  entertained  a  natural 
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rence  of  the  French  reToluUonary  principles'. 
They  were  strong  anti-Jacobint^  and  there  was 
amongst  them  a  great  deal  of  what  is  called 
uitra«royalty ;  but  this  is  not  the  case  with  re- 
gard to  those  educated  at  Maynooth^  the  anti- 
Jacobin  feeling  has  gone  by,  and  the  priests 
are  now  more  intimately  identified  with  the 
people ;  and  as  to  what  was  nsnally  called  loy- 
alty, the  priests  educated  at  Maynooth  do  not 
come  within  the  description  of  it  to  such 
an  extent  as  those  who  were  educated  in 
France/* 

The  House  would  know  what  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  meant  by  the  iden- 
tification of  the  priest  with  the  people,  by 
what  .had  taken  place  in  Ireland  since. 
Mr.  Dennis  firown  had  also  said; — 

"  I  can  say  nothing  as  to  the  priesthood  of 
Ireland— I  am  not  acquainted  with  them — but 
thev  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  the  same  de- 
scnption  of  persons  as  they  formerly  were.'' 

He  added,  that  he  would  give  no  evi- 
dence concerning  them,  and  then  he  went 
on  to  refer  to  a  sermon  that  he  had  heard 
preached  by  one  of  them,  which  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  under  the 
consideration  of  the  magistrates.  Here 
was,  also,  the  testimony  of  another  wit- 
ness, Mr.  Inglis,  who  had  gone  to  Ireland 
with  no  prepossession  on  his  mind  unfa- 
vourable to  the  Roman  Catholic  priest- 
hood.    He  stated, — 

''  That  in  the  journey  I  subsequently  took,  I 
had  full  opportunity  to  form  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  priests  of  the  olden  time  and  those 
educated  at  Maynooth,  and  with  every  disposi- 
tion to  deal  fairly  by  them.  I  am  convinced  of 
the  justice  of  the  opinion  I  formerly  expressed. 
I  found  the  old  foreign-educated  priest  a  gen- 
tleman in  deportment,  and  a  man  of  high  and 
generous  feelings,  but  not  what  might  be 
termed  so  good  a  Catholic  as  the  priest  edu- 
cated at  Maynooth.  In  the  latter  I  found  a 
vulfl;ar-minded  man,  learned,  perhaps,  in  theo- 
logical matters,  bat  a  hot  zesdot,  impregnated 
with  a  strong  idea  of  his  self-importance  and 
his  influence  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
disorders  that  prevailed  in  Ireland  have  been 
increased  by  the  Maynooth  education  of  the 
Catholic  priesthood.  It  is  the  Maynooth 
priest  who  is  the  agitating  priest,  and  if  a  fo- 
reign-educated priest,  who  is  a  more  liberal- 
minded  man,  less  a  xealot,  and  less  a  hater  of 
Protestantism  than  the  other,  held  a  Roman 
Catholic  cure,  it  is  generally  the  case  that  an 
assistant  is  appointed,  red  hot  from  Mayooolh^ 
and  the  old  priest  is  virtually  superseded.  In 
no  country  in  Europe,  not  even  in  Spain,  u 
the  spirit  of  Popery  so  Anti-Protestant  as  in 
Ireland." 

And  he  added, — 

**  I  think  it  eisential  that  a  better  order  of 
Catholic  priests  should  be  cottstitutedt** 


This  was  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Inglis,  a^ 
he  asked  the  House,  in  constdering  tbii 
question,  to  turn  to  the  evidence  tbey  IukI 
on  the  Table  of  the  House,  but  more  espe^ 
dally  to  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
committee  of  1836,  which  clearly  diowad 
the  extent  lo  which  the  system  of  intimi- 
dation that  was  ezercisea  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  priesthood  of  Ireland  was  carried, 
and  the  interference  and  coercion  to  whidi 
the  people  of  Ireland  were  subject  in  po- 
litical matters.  It  was  well  known  that, 
if  a  person  ventured  to  vote  against  the 
wishes  of  the  priest,  he  was  deiNHinced 
from  the  altar ;  and  it  was  proved  on  the 
most  unexceptionable  testimony.  Dr. 
Singleton,  in  his  evidence,  stated  that— 

**  If  any  person  sbonld  vote  eontnuy  to  the 
wishes  of  the  priest,  if  he  attended  any  Cur  or 
market^  strangers  would  foil  upon  him  and  give 
him  a  most  unmerciful  beating.  Cases  of  this  kind 
have  occurred  in  Queen's  Countv,  Keny,  Car- 
low,  Kildare,  Tipperary,  and  Oaiway.  —  Fits- 
gerald.  No  man  could  vote  contrary  to  the  priest 
without  danger  to  hts  person  and  proper^.— 
Messrs.  Wilcox,  Despard,  and  Finn.  Sneli 
was  the  state  of  tyranny,  that  no  Roman  Ca- 
tholic dare  act  independently.— Lord  Kenmare. 
System  of  intimidation.— Messrs.  Mullerand 
lialor.    Those  wlio  voted  against  the  Catholic 

a  were  denounced  as  traitors.  The  people 
1  not  deal  with  that  man,  nor  associate 
with  him.  Freeholders  in  Carlow  feared  to  be 
murdered,  or  have  their  houses  burnt. 

This  was  the  sort  of  authority  exercised 
by  the  priests  in  Ireland ;  standing  up  at 
the  altar  as  a  minister  of  religion,  he  ex* 
communicated  the  man  who  ventured  to 
vote  according  to  his  conscience,  and  de- 
nounced him  as  an  enemy  to  his  religiODn 
his  country,  and  his  God.  These  were  the 
principles  inculcated  by  the  books  he  (Mr. 
Colqnhoun)  had  referred  to,  and  this  was 
following  out  into  practical  operatioo  the 
doctrines  they  taught.  He  asked  the 
House  and  the  people  of  this  country  wae 
this  a  system  they  were  prepared  to  toler* 
ate  and  continue?  No  Gentleman  piw- 
sent  could  wish  that  persons  of  the  Ronuua 
CaUiolic  persuasion  should,  after  the  aet 
of  1 829,  DC  placed  in  a  worse  poiitioa 
than  Protestants  worshipping  in  their  owr 
Protestant  Church.  £very  Roman  Ct- 
tholic  inhabiunt  of  these  realms  was  fa 
the  eye  of  the  \vw,  and  properly  no,  in 
the  same  position  as  the  man  who  koclt 
in  the  Protestant  church.  A  Roman  0|^ 
tholic  mig^t  now  enter  that  House^-lw 
might  rise  to  high  office  in  the  State«  mwg, 

•Hain  the  highest  potithm  to  wUdit 
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ProtestaDt  could  aspire.  Bat  what  he 
complained  of  was,  the  encouragement 
given  to  the  dissemination  of  this  pesti- 
lent doctrine,  which  in  a  free  country 
like  this  was  intolerable,  that  a  priest 
should  be  permitted  to  rise  at  the  altar  of 
bis  religion  and  denounce  and  excommu- 
nicate a  man  for  voting  as  he  pleased,  for 
worshipping  as  he  pleased,  or  for  going  to 
the  chapel  or  abstaining  from  it  as  he 
pleased.  No  one  could  defend  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  a  system,  much  less  that 
it  should  be  fostered  and  maintained  by  the 
State.  Other  Roman  Catholic  states  had 
dealt  differently  in  this  matter.  Excom- 
munication with  temporal  consequences 
was  not  permitted  either  in  Austria, 
Prussia,  or  France.  No  priest  in  eithe 
of  those  countries  would  be  allowed  to 
denounce  a  man  from  the  altar,  and  hold 
him  up  to  public  execration.  But  the 
priests  of  Maynooth,  as  had  been  evinced 
in  the  election  of  1835,  and  in  almost 
every  other  election,  used  the  altars  of  their 
church  for  purposes  foVeign  to  their  reli- 
gion, and  made  them  the  instrument  of  a 
system  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of 
free  subjects.  He  repeated  that  that  sys- 
tem was  the  result  of  the  doctrines  incul- 
cated in  those  standard  works  of  divinity 
which  were  to  be  found  in  the  college  of 
Maynooth,  and  the  effect  might  very  well 
be  conceived  upon  young  men  at  that  pe- 
riod of  life  when  the  mind  was  mostus- 
cepiible  of  impression.  The  doctn  es 
promulgated  in  those  works  were  most 
obnoxious  both  to  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject and  to  the  allegiance  due  to  the 
Crown.  Such  a  system  as  that  he  com- 
plained of,  the  Parliament  of  this  country 
ought  not  to  sanction ;  but  he  contended 
that  the  House  did  sanction  and  encour- 
age it  so  long  as  the  Act  of  Parliament 
remained  upon  the  statute-book,  which 
gave  the  sanction  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  of  the  judges  of  Ireland  to  a  college 
in  which  such  obnoxious  doctrines  were 
inculcated.  When  that  Act  should  be  re- 
pealed, it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
Houie  to  withhold  from  that  system  all 
legislative  countenance.  It  would  be  for 
the  House  then  to  say  whether  it  would 
continue  to  vote  the  public  money  for 
the  support  of  such  a  college.  That 
would  be  a  question  for  future  considera- 
tion, and  was  not  necessarily  involved  in 
the  motion  before  the  House  ;  all  be  asked 
was  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  dissever 
the  college  of  Maynooth  from  all  connec- 


tion with  the  State,  and  thus  to  abolish 
that  system  of  frequent  visitation  which,  in 
itself  did  nothing,  but  had  a  tendency  to 
mislead  the  public  as  to  the  extent  orthe 
powers  of  superintendence  thai  could  be 
exercised,  and  it  would  he  open  for  the 
country  or  future  Parliaments  to  continua 
or  withold  the  grant  as  they  might  see 
fit.  The  words  of  his  motion,  which  he 
now  begged  to  submit  to  the  House  were, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  Acts  of  35  George  3d,  c.  21, 
and  40  George  3d,  c.  85,  of  the  Irish 
Parliament,  relating  to  the  college  of  May- 
nooth. 

Viscount  'Morpeth  said,  if  the  question 
before  the  House  could  possibly  be  whe- 
ther leave  should  be  given  to  bnnjg  in  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  who  had  Just 
sat  down,  instead  of  the  bill,  abounding  as 
that  speech  did  in  criminatory  matter,  and 
being,  as  it  was,  highly  vituperative  againat 
the  clergy  and  the  religious  opinions  and 
tenets  of  the  people,  who  formed  a  laige 
majoritv  of  the  third  part  of  these  ki^g. 
doms,  he,  for  one,  should  not  have  anf 
scruple  in  calling  upon  the  House  not  to 
receive  it.  The  hon.  Member  was  candid 
in  his  declaration  of  the  intentiona  with 
which  he  had  brought  forward  this  motioik 
lie  pro|)oscd  to  open  the  Btfld,  and  leave  it 
free  for  those  Members  who  had  hith« 
crto  felt  themselves  shackled  by  the  cziaU 
ing  Acts  of  Parliament,  in  giving  their 
votes  against  the  grant  proposed  to  the 
House,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  support 
of  the  College  of  Maynooth.  The  iHitt. 
Member  had  said,  that  he  had  felt  him- 
self precluded  from  voting  aninst  that 
annual  grant,  in  consequence  of  the  er*  * 
cnco  of  these  acts ;  and  in  this  he 
cast  some  reproach  on  those  less  tender 
sciences  who  had  not  felt  thenselvea  ae 
shackled  by  those  acts  that  were  still  en 
the  statute  books,  and  by  the  imnertant 
sanction  so  given  to  that  grant.  He  did 
not  see  the  exact  distinction  the  hon.  Mesa 
ber  wished  to  draw  between  the  act  of 
1800  and  that  of  1795;  Ibr  the  hen. 
Member  had  referred  to  the  act  of  1800^ 
as  if  it  broke  in  and  trenched  upon  tke 
compact  that  had  been  created  and  enMid 
upon  between  the  Roman  Catholic  body  in 
Ireland  and  the  State.  Mr.  Pitt,  M 
doubt,  was  a  party  to  the  introductiflA 
and  construction  of  the  act  of  1 795  ;  hot 
he  had  yet  to  learn,  tlmt  he  was  not  in 
oflicc  in  the  year  1800,  and  that  he  did 
not  cordially  accept  the  amended  act  far 
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the  regulation  of  the  Cfttliolic  Coll^^  of 
Maynooth^  that  was  passed  by  the  IrUh 
Parliament  in  1800,  and  was  adopted  by 
him  as  a  part  of  the  compact  entered  into 
at  the  union,  from  which  time  the  vote  had 
been  transferred  to  the  Imperial  Legisia* 
ture.  He  did  not  propose  to  follow  the  hon. 
Gentleman  into  tne  disquisition  be  had  in- 
dulged in  as  to  the  distinction  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  community,  between  the  ultra* 
montane  and  cisalpine  parties.  He  thought 
it  was  one  of  the  benentsthat  had  resulted 
from  the  passing  of  the  Emancipation  Act^ 
that  there  were  now  many  Members  in 
the  House^  who  were  more  competent  to 
enter  into  such  a  discussion  as  the  present, 
and  supply  any  knowledge  they  possessed, 
or  rectify  any  mistake  that  might  be  fallen 
into,  than  he,  or,  if  he  might  assume  so 
mudi,  eren  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilmar* 
nock  could  possibly  be.  There  were  now 
in  the  House  many  hon.  Members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  persuasion,  who,  if  they 
heard  anything  adranoed  contrary  to  the 
truth  in  respect  of  their  religioui  would  be 
enabled  to  meet  the  charge,  if  capable  of 
being  so  met.  The  hon.  Member  had 
complained,  and  brought  it  forward  as 
a  proof  of  the  disadfantageous  contrast 
which  this  country  presented  to  other 
countries  of  continental  Europe,  that  there 
was  no  country  in  Europe,  either  France, 
Austria,  or  Prussia,  the  hon.  Member  had 
instanced,  in  which  the  conduct  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy,  did  not  oome  un* 
der  the  cognizance  of  the  state.  Was  not 
the  hon.  Member  aware,  that  if  the  Sec* 
retary  of  State  of  this  oountrv  ventured 
to  correspond  with  the  see  or  Rome,  he 
would  incur  the  penalty  of  the  act  of 
pnemunire  ?  And  before  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  ventured  to  make  so  disadvantage* 
ous  a  contrast,  he  ought,  instead  of  ask* 
ing  the  House  to  repeal  the  statutes  on 
which  Mayiiooth  was  founded^  to  re» 
peal  the  act  which  imposed  the  penalty 
of  the  act  of  premunire?  The  hon. 
Member  had  stated,  that  in  the  other 
countries  of  continental  Europe^  the  state 
uniformly  imposed  conditions  on  the 
Catholic  clergy  and  required  them  to  re* 
nounce  certain  doctrines.  But  in  those 
countries  where  the  state  regulated  and 
controlled  the  Catholic  clersy,  it  also  paid 
them  their  salaries.  If  the  state,  tnen» 
controlled  and  regulated,  it  also  supported, 
maintained,  and  encouraged  the  Catholic 
clergy,  and  he  (Lord  M<Hrpeth)  wouM  say 
then^  that  inst^  of  calling  on  the  House 
to  pan  an  act  to  prevent  the  ptjiMnt  of 


the  miserable  stipend  which  was  all  thiU 
\vas  allowed  out  of  the  wealUi  of  thb  grenl 
country  to  that  deigy  that  administers^ 
to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  migoritj  of 
the  Irish  people  —  if  the  hon.  Membofr 
thought  they  could  prescribe  conditiiNi% 
and  call  on  the  Irish  Catholic  clergy  to 
abstain  from  certain  practioesy  and  to  fill* 
low  a  certain  line  of  conduct-^he  ought  to 
to  have  proposed  a  vote  to  provide  mm$ 
more  adequate  means  for  maintaioiif 
them.  When  the  state  did  nothan|[  b«l 
discourage,  when  it  did  not  maintain  a 
single  Cathdiocleigymanj  he  thought  hon. 
Members  could  not  with  niupriety  cohm 
forward  and  reproach  it  wf  its  want  ef 
power  in  restraining  practices  which  thef 
considered  obnoxious.  The  hon.  Meaibi^ 
had  read  extracts  from  books  aaU  to 
be  in  use  in  Mavnooth.  He  bad  vpp 
ferred  to  the  works  of  Bai]y»  MaiM)«' 
chius*  Maldonatus,  Thomas  Aqiiina%  nid 
others,  and  had  said,  that  the  doetniioa 
set  forth  by  those  writers  fonne4  • 
part  of  the  system  of  education  at  May* 
nooth*  He  had  no  personal  knoidedge^ 
but  he  should  think  those  writers  wi^re  not 
new  in  the  Cathcdio  church,  and  that  their 
works  were  read  in  the  College  of  Moj* 
nooth  during  the  life-time  of  Mr*  Pitt-^ 
at  sll  eventSt  they  were  ao  in  the  life-tii|i9 
of  Mr.  Percival,  when  he  supported  tho 
grant.  But  there  might  be  manv  thinga 
read  there,  that  might  not  meet  the  appro* 
bation  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilnuumock^ 
or  of  which  he  himself  might  not  approve^ 
but  that  would  prove  nothing  for  the  hoo. 
Member's  case.  What  was  the  olyeot 
for  which  the  Catholic  College  of  Maynootb 
waft  instituted?  The  boo.  Membec  had 
said,  that  it  waa  intended,  that  a  portion 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  laity  should  bo 
there  educated  as  well  as  the  clergy,  bat 
it  was  well  known  to  have  been  the  dijeot 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  those  who  concurasd  wiA 
him  in  founding  the  collegOi  to  wtthdnnr 
the  clergy  of  Ireland  as  for  as  ponible  ftooi 
the  influence  of  revohitionary  and  Jacobliif* 
ad  France,  and  to  rear  those  who  shonld 
become  the  future  ministers  of  the  CalhoUf 
church  in  that  country.  The  hon.  Men# 
ber  was  not  correct  in  his  versioQ  of 
what  he  (Lord  Morpeth)  had  said  eft 
a  fonner  oocasion,  that  it  was  of  m 
ifflportanee  what  books  wen  reod  or  atv* 
dies  pureued  In  the  College  of  Maynootb* 
All  he  said  was,  that  this  being  the  oUadl 
for  whkdi  the  establishment  was  founcMrf^ 
unless  it  were  proved^  that  boob  won 
loidi  or  doGtriaci  ianicHbtdp  v  ahuMf 
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Sractised  therein,  which  were  in  contra- 
iction  to  the  known  and  recognised  prin- 
ciples and  doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catliolic 
churchy  the  hon.  Member  had  established 
no  case  for  the  interference  of  Parliament. 
Let  him  say  one  thing  as  a  mere  matter  of 
illustration.  Suppose  that  the  College  of 
Maynooth  was  not  a  Catholic^  but  an 
arowedly  Protestant  establishment  —  sup- 
pose it  had  been  founded  for  the  purpose 
of  educating  persons  as  ministers  not  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  church,  but  of  the 
Church  established  in  these  realms — 
and  then,  if  it  was  alleged  and  could  be 
proved  by  actual  evidence,  that  some  of  the 

f professors  and  lecturers  in  such  an  estab- 
ishment,  so  hr  from  pursuing  its  professed 
and  its  avowed  objects,  were  constantly 
disclaiming  the  distinctive  Protestant 
character  of  the  church,  and  denouncing 
what  they  were  pleased  to  term  the  crimes 
of  the  reformation,  and  that  it  was  notori- 
ous, that  some  of  the  pupils  educated  there 
were  actually  deserting  the  pale  of  the 
Established  Church,  and  embracing  the 
doctrines  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church — 
then  it  might  be  successfullv  contended, 
that  such  an  institution  did  not  answer 
the  purposes  for  which  it  had  been  origin- 
ally established,  and  that  there  was  much 
in  its  management,  much  in  the  course  of 
tuition  pursued  there,  which  might  call 
for,  and  justify  the  interference  of  Parlia- 
ment He  did  not  wish  to  confine  him- 
self to  his  own  representation  on  this  sub- 
ject^ because  it  might  be  said,  that  he  was 
conveying  unfounded  imputations  ;  but  he 
would'  refer  to  what  was  stated  some  time 
ago  in  the  Church  of  England  Qiiarlerfy 
llevictv.  Talking  of  the  tracts  which  had 
been  published  at  Oxford,  the  reviewer 
said : — 

"  The   objections   to   Romanism    in   these 
tracts  are,  on  the  one  hand,  so  mild,  and  the 
passages  which  prominently  notice  the  impos- 
ing nature  of  its  services  are  so  bold  and  un- 
4iaalified  on  the  other,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
aivest  our  minds  of  the  suspicion,  that  the 
writers  are  covertly  advocating  the  introduc- 
tion of  Popery  into  the  Church.     *     *    Tlie 
proselytising  attempts    of   this   confederacy, 
which  is  increasing  all  over  the  kingdom,  and 
subverting  every  fundamental  principle  of  the 
Reformation— which   insolently  arrogates   to 
itself  a  power  that  belongs  to  no  private  indi- 
viduals, and  appeals  to  writers  whose  weak 
judgment  and  easy  credence  show  them  to  be 
no  authorities   for  the  innovations  darim^ly 
proposed  to  be  made  upon  our  liturgical  sys- 
tem, have  been  tolerated  by  the  head  of  our 
church  in  a  manner  as  surprising  as  it  is  cul- 
pable 3  and  would,  doubtIcsi|  be  permitted  to 


be  carried  into  more  open  practice,  if  the  ter- 
ror of  the  public  press  were  not  a  salalary 
check  on  the  treason.  The  question  is  scarcely 
whether  the  fathers  of  the  ancient  churchy 
correctly  or  incorrectly,  have  handed  down  to 
us  primitive  forms  of  worship — it  is,  whether 
a  church,  such  as  the  Church  of  England  has 
a  right  to  institute  her  own  forms  and  cere- 
monies— it  is,  whether  those  who  have  sworn 
to  maintain  those  forms  and  ceremonies  ean 
innovate  on  them,  or  suggest  innovations  on 
them  without  positive  perjury.  And  when 
we  trace  these  insidious  attacks  on  all  thai  we 
have  accounted  holy  and  venerable  to  one  of 
our  universities — to  principal  men  (some  of 
them  professors  in  that  university)— the  spirit 
that  is  thus  directed  against  our  religious  cus- 
toms, the  spirit  that  has  selected  the  lime  for 
sapping  the  foundations  within,  whilst  the 
Popish  and  non-conforming  foe  is  iiDderroining 
them  without,  assumes  a  more  frightful  cbm- 
racter,  and  increases  the  culpability  of  tboae 
who,  having  the  power  to  stop  the  evil,  apa- 
thetically, indolently,  and  unworthily  treat  it 
as  an  inconsequential  circumstance." 

No  such  charges  had  been  brought 
against  the  College  of  Maynooth,  and 
whatever  might  be  the  foults  of  the  sye- 
tem  and  the  charges  aeainst  its  muiage. 
ment,  certainly  laxity  in  maintaining  the 
opinions,  and  doctrine,  and  discipline, 
which  it  ^professed  to  uphold,  were  not 
among  the  charges  which  had  hitherto 
been  tirged  against  the  Colle^  of  Maj- 
nooth.  The  hon.  Member  for  KilmanNNX* 
in  the  course  of  his  speech,  had  toached 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  priesthood.  He 
(lx)rd  Morpeth)  must  say  there  was  Bam 
point  in  the  observations  of  the  hon.  Mcai- 
bcr  in  which  he  was  disposed  very  amch 
to  concur,  and  that  was  his  reprofaatioB  of 
the  practice  of  descanting  from  the  altar 
upon  matters  of  any  party  or  poKtieal 
or  purely  secular  nature.  He  (Loid 
Morpeth)  thought  the  introducliso  of 
such  topics,  especially  when  they  be- 
came exciting,  irrititing,  and  odttai* 
nious,  must  nccessiirilv  desecrate  the 
temple  of  the  Most  High,  in  whaterer 
^th,  or  under  whatever  denominatioB  the 
worship  was  conducted.  It  was,  as  far  as 
it  went,  taking  from  Cocsar  the  things 
which  arc  Ca»ar's.  But  with  respect  to 
the  general  conduct  of  the  Catholic  dergr* 
«is  evidenced  by  their  influence  upon  their 
flocks,  he  did  not  mean  to  flatter  the  Irish 
people,  he  thought  the  people  of  that 
country  had  their  disadvantages  as  well 
as  their  advantageous  points  of  contrast  vith 
the  |icople  of  this  or  other  countries.  Ilut, 
he  must  say,  that  the  male  portion  of  that 
people  exbfbited  at  the  prescot  tina  uhuxc 
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of  sobriety — the  female  portion  of  that  peo- 
ple exhibited  more  of  chastity — and  both 
portions  exhibited  more  of  imtience  and 
endurance  under  sufferings  and  calamities 
the  most  trying  and  aggravated,  than 
could  be  said  of  the  people  of  either  of  the 
sister  islands.  When  he  thought  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  larse  in- 
fluence which  the  priesthood  exercised  over 
them,  and  when  he  saw  such  results*  he 
could  not  join  in  the  general  and  indiscri- 
minate censures  with  respect  to  the  influ- 
ence which  the  teaching  and  conduct  of  a 
Eriesthood  exerted  upon  a  people  who  ex- 
ibited  such  fruits  of  what  they  heard 
and  were  taught,  as  the  Irish  people. 
Having  said  thus  much — having  given  his 
opinion  as  to  the  unfair  mode  in  wbidi  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  dealt  with  the  sub- 
ject— most  distinctly  guarding  himself 
against  any  intention  of  rescinding  the 
practice  which  Parliament  had  pursued, 
and  which  had  been  pursued  by  every 
Government  since  the  union,  of  vot- 
ing (and  he  wished  it  could  be  still  more 
commensurate  with  the  objects  to  which  it 
was  appropriated)  the  annual  and  miserable 
sum  of  8,000/.  for  the  only  institution  sup* 
ported  by  the  State  which  professed  to 
educate  and  rear  a  priesthood  who  were  to 
officiate,  who  were  to  provide  qiiritual 
consolation,  who  were  to  provide  instruc- 
tion in  life,  and  to  administer  comfort  in 
death,  to  the  whole  of  that  immense  popu- 
lation—guarding himself  against  any  notion 
of  that  kind,  but  as  he  perceived  every  day, 
both  in  speeches  in  the  House  and  in  pub- 
lications out  of  it,  that  the  occupants  of 
the  opposite  benches,  that  the  leaders  of 
the  party  opposed  to  the  present  Govern- 
ment in  politics,  professed  to  be  ready  to 
assume  the  reins  of  power,  and  repre- 
sented, that  those  reins  were  likely  to  &1] 
within  their  grasp  in  a  very  short  time- 
he  thought  it  desirable  for  this  country, 
and  for  the  people  of  Ireland,  that  the 
House  should  have  fully  explained  and 
develo|)ed  the  measures  and  policy  which 
the  Gentlemen  opposite  proposed  to  adopt 
with  respect  to  the  Government  of  Ire- 
land. And  as  the  hon.  Member  was  one 
of  those  who  uniformly  assisted,  supported, 
and  helped  to  keep  together,  that  power- 
ful party  to  which  he  had  alluded— as  the 
hon.  Member  had  brought  forward  the  bill, 
and  supported  it  by  a  very  lengthened 
statement  and  great  variety  of  detail ;  and 
as  it  had  been  apparently  well-received  by 
the  hon.  Members  around  him,  he  thought 
it  desirable,  that  the  House  should  have 


an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  details  of 
the  hiU,  which  the  non.  Member  pro* 
nosed  to  introduce.  On  these  grounds^ 
he  should  oflfer  no  opposition  to  the  pvs* 
sent  motion,  and  reopmmoided  the  Hooss 
to  assent  to  the  introduction  of  the  UIL 
and  to  let  them  see  what   it  containef 

Sir  R.  Inglis  said,  that  though  the  no- 
ble Lord  had  abstained  from  a  durect  aDu- 
sion  to  the  University  which  herepresente^* 
yet  the  noble  Lord  had  referred  to  it  indireeU 
ly,  and  had  grossly  and  grievously  misrepns- 
sented  it.  The  noble  Lord  had  attadced  the 
University  of  Oxford,  not  on  the  atithorily 
of  any  work  published  by  the  Univenity, 
but  on  the  authority  of  a  periodical  won^ 
avowedly  (according  to  his  own  statement) 
the  worK  of  an  opponent.  The  noble  Lora 
had  quoted  the  ChurtA  of  England  Quar" 
terlif  Magcaine  as  containing  a  critique  on 
certain  tracts  published  not  oy  the  Umver- 
sity  of  Oxford,  buttiitheUniverritv.  CAem] 
The  acuteness  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemtti 
opposite  (Mr.  Sheil),  could  not  mean  to 
insinuate  or  assert  that  the  two  propositions 
were  the  same,  and  that  the  Univenity  of 
Oxford  was.  responsible  for  all  that  Was 
published  within  it.  He  could  not  deny 
that  the  freedom  of  the  press  existed  m 
Oxford  ss  well  as  in  London;  it  was  thsn- 
fore  chOdish  (to  use  a  word  which  had  bean 
recently  introduced  into  the  House),  to  sij 
that  the  University  of  Oxford  was  n^ni* 
sible  for  every  book  published  in  it  Who- 
ther^  therefore,  the  works  were  good  or 
bad,  on  which  point  he  would  at  present 
ffive  no  opinion— -(Aesr,  hear,  from  Mr* 
O'Connell).  Did  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  suppose  that  he  would  shrink 
from  giving  an  oninion  in  a  proper  tine 
and  place,  which  Uiis  was  not?     The  only 

^tion  now,  as  to  these  tracts,  wsa,  wm 
class-books  at  Oxford  ?  This  was  the  real 
ooint  of  comparison  as  to  the  books  used  at' 
Maynooth«  Did  any  member  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford  lecture  upon  these  tracts? 
Did  any  professor  put  Aem  into  the  luuids 
of  any  pupil  ? 

Viscount  Marpdk  said,  he  did  not  quote 
the  hook  as  if  it  imfdied  that  it  xefened  to 
the  opinions  of  the  University  of  Osfoid« 
but  as  showing  the  tendency  of  the  opin- 
ions of  men  intrusted  with  the  duties  of 
education  at  Oxford. 

Sir  R.  IngUt  rqdied,  that,  whatever  was 
the  diaraeter  <^  the  works  in  question^  it 
ought  to  be  taken  firom  themadves^  diroet. 
and  not  second-hand.  Thelion*andleaaM 
Member  for  Dublin»  was  in  the  habit 'of 
complaining  that  the  tenets  and  opfadtas 
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of  hi«  church  were  taken^  not  from  friends, 
bat  from  enemies;  and  he  repeated  that 
this  was  the  case,  he  belicTed  with  the 
^irork  referred  to  by  the  noble  Lord :  which, 
however,  he  (Sir  R.  InglLs)  had  never 
seen.  He  did  not  concur  in  every- 
thing that  had  been  stated  by  the 
boil.  Member  for  Kilmarnock,  on  this  sub. 
ject ;  and  when  he  had  opposed  the  grant 
to  Maynooth  on  former  occasions,  it  had 
been  on  different  grounds  from  those 
put  forward  by  his  hon.  Friend.  He 
would  not  enter  into  the  theological  branch 
of  the  question,  on  which  so  much  had 
been  said  already;  for  it  was  sufficient  for 
him  to  take  any  one  single  doctrine  most 
admitted,  reoc^ised,  or  cherished  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  belonging  to  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church,  and  he  did  not 
mean  to  speak  of  it  with  the  slightest 
irreverence,  but  it  was  sufficient  for  him 
that  it  was  a  doctrine  which,  as  a  Protest- 
ant, he  used  the  word  deliberately,  he  had 
been  taueht  to  regard  as  unscriptural,  and 
no  consideration  on  earth  would  ever  in- 
duce him  to  aid  in  any  course  of  instruction 
for  his  fellow- creatures  therein.  As  this  mo- 
tion was  not  to  be  opposed,  and  as  the  sub- 
ject would,  in  course  of  a  short  time,  again 
come  before  the  House,  he  would  only  say, 
he  had  seen  no  reason  to  change  any  opin- 
ion which  he  had  ever  expressed  on  this  ques- 
tion ;  and  that  he  thought  they  were  bound  by 
every  consideration  of  Christian  duty,  and  of 
political  expediency,  to  refuse  to  continue 
their  support  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Col- 
lege of  Maynooth.  On  that  ground  he 
should  give  his  support  to  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  Friend. 

Mr.  Morgan  J.  (yConnell  did  not 
wish  to  introduce  any  topics  of  a  per 
sonal  nature  into  the  discussion,  but  he 
would  remind  the  House  that,  aAer  all 
that  had  been  said  on  the  subject,  and 
afler  all  the  petitions  which  had  been  pre- 
sented, and  the  discussions  which  had 
been  got  up  out  of  doors,  there  was  little 
for  any  one  to  respond  to,  as  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  not  dwelt  upon  general  prin- 
ciples. The  hon.  Gentleman  who  brought 
forward  the  motion,  took  care  to  avoid 
dealing  with  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
which  he  proposed  to  introduce,  and  all 
that  he  could  (gather  from  his  speech  was, 
that  he  wished  to  take  away  the  royal 
patronage  from  the  College  of  Maynooth, 
and  to  prevent  the  Lord  Chancellor 
Plunkett,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Bushc, 
the  ("hicf  Justice  Dohcrty,  and  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron,  from  acting  in  any  way  as 


visitors.  It  had  been  stated  by  Oentlemen 
opposite,  that  they  did  not  sapport  the 
bill  on  the  grounds  on  which  it  was  intro* 
duced ;  but  whatever  compact  might  exist 
amonst  the  supporters  of  the  bill,  if  some 
of  the  grounds  on  which  they  alleged 
they  approved  of  it  had  been  urged  by 
that  side  of  the  House,  they  would  have 
been  called  Jesuitical,  and  other  harah 
terms  would  have  been  applied  to  tnch 
conduct ;  but  it  appeared  that  this  was  a 
privilege  extended  to  one  side  of  the 
House,  and  not  to  the  other.  He  was 
perfectly  indifferent,  and  he  also  believed 
that  this  was  the  case  with  the  great  bodj 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  as  to  the  coo- 
tinuance  of  the  sranl  of  SfiOOL  a  year  16 
the  College  of  Maynooth,  as  he  wai  satla- 
fied  that,  if  it  were  stopped,  a  mach 
larger  sum  would  be  raised  by  the  volun- 
tary subscription  of  the  people.  But  if 
this  was  to  be  done,  he  hoped  that  it 
would  not  be  in  any  indirect  manner,  but 
on  the  broad  and  intelligible  principle  laid 
down  by  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Uni* 
versity  of  Oxford,  namely,  that  the?  were 
not  to  pay  for  teaching  that  which  they 
did  not  believe  to  be  ibe  truth,  and  let 
this  opinion  be  applied  by  the  people  of 
Ireland.  Of  course  the  hon.  Baronet  wma 
prepared  to  be  responsible  for  the  full  and 
extensive  application  of  his  doctriDe.  The 
noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Irelaod,  aaid^ 
very  truly,  that  it  was  evident  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wanted  nnch  mone  !• 
make  his  speech  on  the  subject,  tkaa  le 
bring  in  his  bill,  as  it  no  doabt  wai  »• 
tended  to  produce  certain  resalta  oat  Of 
doors.  He  (Mr.  M.  0*Connell)  was  told, 
that  in  Liverpool,  where,  formerly,  then 
was  a  great  deal  of  agitation  oo  thia  aab» 
ject,  got  up  by  Mr.  M'Neil  and  othen, 
the  attacks  on  the  Catholics  on  this  gfOOMl 
had  almost  ceased,  and  that  a  great  coa* 
troversy  now  existed  between  high  and 
low  church,  or  between  the  PuseyiCet  and 
the  Evangelical  party.  It  might  be  deemed 
a  matter  of  convenience  for  Gentleosea 
opposite  to  agitate  this  matter  on  iho 
hustings,  and  to  encourage  an  ootcry 
against  the  Catholics,  on  the  ground  that 
certain  doctrines  were  inculcated  at  May- 
nooth by  some  theological  writers,  who 
engaged  in  the  controversies  between  the 
Gallican  and  the  ultra- Montane  church, 
on  certain  doctrines.  He  chose  to  go  bock 
to  the  time  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  and  other 
ancient  writers  of  the  church,  and  had 
proceeded  to  censure  certain  doctrinea. 
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whicb  he  imputed  to  Bcllanniiie,  Deni, 
and  alhers.  Now  he  woold  aik  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  he  had  never  heard  of 
other  college!  besidet  thai  of  Majnooth, 
in  which  the  wrilio^  of  Thomai  Aqiiiiiaa 
were  used?  If  he  took  the  trouble  to 
inquire,  he  would  find  that  ihey  were  daily 
consulted  in  Ihoae  learned  French  colleges 
which  had  been  bo  much  praised,  and  by 
other  Catholic  bodies  for  hundiedt  of 
yean.  What,  however,  he  complained 
of  in  iheie  attacks  was,  the  attempt 
made  to  excite  prejudices  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  this  country  against 
their  Catholic  feliow-sobjects.  There 
was  an  organ  of  the  Hifh  Church  party 
in  this  country,  namely,  the  Quariariy 
Review,  which  constantly  tndnlged  in  these 
attacks ;  and  there  was  a  striking  instance 
of  this  in  the  number  for  December,  in 
an  article  entitled  "  Romanism  in  Ire- 
land." In  this  paper  an  attempt  was 
made  to  shadow  out  something  extremely 
mysterious,  and  to  allude  to  something 
moat  objectionable  and  revolting  is  con- 
nected with  the  sUte  of  Irelaud.  He 
could  not  help  reading  a  pasiage  in  this 
article.     It  said— 

"  No  people  were  ever  more  formed  than 
lbs  Irish  for  religiou,  (br  obedience,  for  respect 
to  the  ministers  of  God,  for  belief  in  myate- 
riel  i  and  Ihirefore  none  moic  fit  to  ba  duped 
and  ruled  over  by  Popery.  It  would  ba  de- 
sirable to  know  what  aommnniiMtioni  are  new 
kept  up  between  Ireland,  Rome,  Palenno,  St. 
Acneul,BndotheriKipDrtaDt  stations  of  Popery, 
and  eipecially  of  Jesuitism;    what  visits  are 

Said  to  Rome  by  the  Irish  bishops,  and  nem- 
ers  of  Jesuit  edtablUhmenU  ;  what  sums  of 
money  Iransmittad  eithar  backwards  or  for- 
wards. We  see  a  move  now  made  for  the 
sitablishment  of  an  exclusive  Roman  Caibolie 
Rank,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  facilitating 
theie  transactions.  It  ii  certain  that  some 
sums  enter  into  Ireland  from  abroad  ;  and 
there  is  also  a  remaikable  mysterv  attending 
the  disappearance  of  money  in  the  hands  of 
Ihe  priatti.  Soma  (ew  hare  been  known  to 
hoard  ;  but  latterly  hardly  any  discoveries 
have  been  made  of  this  kind,  or  of  property 
left  to  their  families.  When  the  large  amount 
of  (heir  Incomes  is  sKertained,  the  immense 
revenues  raised  by  the  Temperance  and  other 
similar  movements,  and  the  economical  mode 
in  whicb  they  lire  as  single  men,  it  will,  we 
think,  be  a  matter  of  no  little  wondtr  where 
their  accumulations  disappear.  Wa  should 
also  beg  leave  to  uk,  what  changea  have  re. 
cently  taken  place  in  the  Romish  priesthood 
in  the  Colonies — Newfoundland,  forinstaocs, 
Australia,  Van  Diemen's  Land,  the  Cape  of 
Cood  Hope,  Demerara,  the  West  Indies,  tnd 
especially  India  ?    Will  the  difeclon  «r  dtt 


East  Iitdia  Company  taha  lbs  towble  to  ioqait* 
wbeiher  recently  a  colony  of  priaats  ftom  Hay- 
nooth  has  been  Iraosplaiited  thilhsr  tiIim 
steps  are  now  pending  in  cartain  law^omti 
in  consequence  of  their  proceed iaga— bow 
many  priests  in  Ireland  are  Repealers  of  tbq 
union  with  heretical  England — whether  &•, 
destruction  of  the  English  Empire  Is  not  % 
fundamental  axiom,  the  '  Delenda  eat  Oar* 
if  Maynootb-~«nd  wbaihai  a  repaal 
agitation  in  India,  fomeated  by  Jesuits,  wonld 
'  ~~  agreeable  announce  nent  F  la  Ireland 
intra  from  whicb  Rome  inpplias  her 
M  ?  Is  '  Uaynooth  beginning  to  be  fait ' 
1  America  f  Are  Irish  priests  of  welKht 
1  the  election  of  a  President,  and  by 
me  engines  of  illegal  votes,  periuriei, 
and  intimidation,  whidi  may  ba  found  p«» 
haps  in  Ireland  ?  la  there,  in  foot,  a  doMr 
sympathy  between  Ireland  and  Antetiea  than 

may  not  be  w 

over  North  Ami 
as  it  has  already  worked  In  Ireland  by  sn^- 
stiloting  a  class  of  busy  Tolgar  denaitogoal 
for  a  qniet  body  of  clergy  I  Were  tbn  Frenali 
priests  who  'knew  something  abontihe  rabek 
lion  in  Canada,'  or  fiesta  ^m  a  qnartai 
nearer  home  f  Was  Di.  Uussey,  one  of  the 
earliest  Irish  episcopal  agitators,  brouybt  flon 
America  and  mads  first  president  of  Uaynooth 
for  his  quiet  and  loyal  principles  F  And  wM 
ii  Dr.  England,  who  has  lataly  been  tiUHMlU 
ted  to  America  in  return  1  And  what  did  ha 
carry  with  himT  We  do  assure  the  C«lwial 
Secretary  that  these  qnsttiona  wdl  detem 
his '"-  " 


t  hand   now  working 


Now,  he  had  thought  that  if  thera  wu 
one  point  in  which  nil  parties  nsTtBd,  it 
was  as  to  the  exertions  of  the  Cathtrile 

Erieits  in  Canada  during  the  laU  diatW- 
aDces.to  pteaerve  peace  end  ordsr,  whidi 
had  often  succeeded  in  prefenting  (hair 
flocks  rrom  engaging  in  rebeUiAn,  allhoa^ 
the*  had  grounds  of  eomplaint  tkenwaWaa, 
and  were  not  well  aaliified  with  ibe  tttU 
of  things.  With  respect  to  Dr.  Hnatf. 
he  had  neret  hoard  that  he  had  bian 
brought  from  America,  but  ha  Irntw  tbit 
that  reatleman  had  been  appotoied  ftnt 
preiitfentof  Uaynooth  at  the  iostigstio* 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  was  made  Bishop  of 
Waterford  through  the  aune  ia&umet, 
which  gare  rise  to  soma  diasatiffbctioa  «t 
tfaa  lime  on  the  part  of  boom  of  the  CfttbOk 
licclei^y.  The  writer  also  asked  *'wb« 
is  Or.  England,  who  haa  Utely  been  Mna- 
mitted  to  America  in  retnm  i"  It  wouM 
appear  from  this  as  if  Or.  BBglaod  had  - 
recaoily  prooeedad  to  America.  wheiMa 
ba  bad  been  out  than  apwanls  of  tixMi 
yean.     He  (Mr.  M.  O'Connell)  was  tottt 
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thit  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Colonies,  was  not  present,  as  probably  he 
might  have  given  some  explanation  to 
Gentlemen  opposite  on  this  subject ;  but 
as  the  heads  of  the  party  opposite  felt 
themselves  justified  in  stopping  away  on 
the  discussion  of  this  matter,  the  noble 
Lord  probably  thought  that  he  might  with- 
out inconvenience  follow  their  example. 
He  should  like  to  hear  some  explanation 
as  to  what  Dr.  England  carried  with  him. 
He  (Mr.  M.  J.  O'Connell)  did  not  know, 
and  he  supposed  many  of  his  Friends 
around  him  were  equally  well  informed. 
He  protested,  however,  against  thus  sha- 
dowing forth  something  to  frighten  the 
weak-minded  ;  it  was  like  exciting  the  fears 
children  against  going  out  in  the  dark  by 
some  idle  story  of  raw  heads  and  bloody 
bones.  It  was  then  asked,  **  Are  any 
persons,  either  avowedly  or  secretly,  Je- 
suits, intrusted  with  high  offices  under 
the  Irish  government  ?"  The  same  ques- 
tion should  extend  to  the  Franciscans, 
Dominicans,  Carmelites,  and  other  bodies 
of  the  kind.  Did  the  noble  Lord  know  of 
any  Jesuits  who  held  high  offices  under 
the  Government  ?  If  he  did  not,  Gentle- 
men opposite  probably  would  say  that 
it  was  part  of  bis  duty  to  make  inquiries 
of  them  on  the  subject,  or  perhaps  it  was 
intended  to  be  insinuated  that  the  noble 
Lord  himself  was  a  Jesuit.  He  had  thought 
that  all  the  objections  that  had  been 
raised  to  the  Temperance  Societies  in  Ire- 
land were  at  an  end,and  that,howevermuch 
some  persons  might  have  disapproved  of 
them,  at  6rst,  that  now  ail  parties  agreed 
in  admitting  that  they  had  been  attended 
with  great  benefit,  and  had  been  one  of 
the  best  things  that  had  been  adopted  for 
the  improvement  of  the  physical  and  moral 
condition  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  The 
writer  of  this  article,  however,  says — 

"  It  was  soon  found  that  the  Temperance 
Association  was  capable  of  bein((  turned  into 
a  powerful  engine.  It  enabled  agitators  to 
parade  the  people  in  vast  masses.  It  gave  a 
bond  of  union,  and  a  badge  quite  as  efficacious 
as  an  oath,  in  the  temperance  medal,  which,  it 
is  DOW  understood,  will  be  a  security  not  only 
against  the  torment  of  another  world,  but  in 
the  coming  massacre^  to  distinguish  Papists 
from  Protestants." 

Again,  after  dwelling  on  Ribbonism,  at 
some  length,  it  concludes — 

**  One  way  there  seems  to  be  of  explaining 
this,  and  only  one.  Might  not  the  ar- 
chives of  the  Propaganda  possibly  supply  the 
key." 


Was  this  only  carrying  oot  the  prin- 
ciples entertained  by  hoo.  Gentlemen 
opposite  ?  He  hoped  that  the  bill  woald 
be  laid  on  the  Table  with  as  little  deUy 
as  possible,  and  that  they  would  ahortW.be 
called  upon  to  read  it  a  second  time. 
[Mr.  Gumming  Bruce:  After  the  23rd  of 
April.]  He  hoped,  at  any  rate,  that  it 
would  be  discussed  in  a  full  House,  and 
that  it  would  be  printed  and  circulated, 
so  as  to  afford  time  for  the  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  subject;  and  while,  on  the 
one  hand,  there  would  be  no  attempt  to 
steal  a  march,  that,  on  the  other,  there 
would  be  no  delay  in  bringing  in  the  bilL 
He  was  sorry  that  prejudices  were  often 
too  easily  raised  by  the  propagation  of 
such  assertions  as  he  had  just  quoted, 
and  bow  far  hon.  Gentlemen  were  justi- 
fied in  avowing  and  publishing  such  topics 
he  would  leave  the  House  to  determine. 
He  would  not  trespass  further  on  the  time 
of  the  House  than  to  request  that  it  would 
not  lightly,  from  what  it  had  heard  that 
night,  pass  a  censure  on  the  priesthood  of 
Ireland.  He  felt  satis6ed  that  the  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  had  not 
overdrawn  the  beneficial  influence  exer- 
cised by  this  body  over  the  minds  of  their 
countrymen;  and  he  would willinglT cbaL 
lenge  a  comparison  for  disinterested  piety 
and  devotion  to  their  ministerial  dntiea 
between  them  and  the  clergy  of  any 
Church,  whether  supported  by  the  State 
or  by  the  free  contributions  of  their  Aocka« 
which  he  trusted  would  always  be  the 
case  with  the  clergy  of  the  Catholic 
Church  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Gumming  ^rucedid  not  for  a  moaeot 
doubt  that  many  of  the  Catholic  priests  in 
Ireland  were  upright  men,  and  discharged 
their  duties  conscientiously;  but  this  was 
not  the  topic  then  under  discussion.  As 
the  noble  Lord  did  not  intend  to  oppose 
the  introduction  of  the  bill,  it  was  unne- 
cessary forhim  to  make  many  obsenratioiiB ; 
but  he  must  observe  that  neither  the  noble 
I>3rd  nor  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke 
last  had  replied  to  the  greater  portion  of 
the  eloquent  speech  of  his  hon.  Friend. 
They  had  been  satisfied  with  qnotini; 
many  extracts  from  books  whicn  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  subject  under  de- 
bate. The  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  said 
he  was  anxious  for  the  introduction  of  this 
bill,  that  he  might  examine  it.  He  din 
wished  for  its  introduction,  but  after  tbey 
had  been  told  the  other  evening  by  the 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  CoKwi 
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that,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of 
public  business,  he  should  not  be  able  to 
proceed  with  the  measure  on  which  he 
stated,  that  the  future  welfare  of  Ireland 
depended,  until  after  Easter,  it  would  be 
only  following  a  proper  course  to  post- 
pone the  discussion  of  his  hon.  Friend's 
bill  until  after  the  other  was  disposed  of. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  that  his  hon.  Friend 
would  not  be  so  uncourteous  to  the  other 
side  as  to  proceed  with  his  bill  until  after 
the  24th  of  April. 

Mr.  Langdale  observed,  that  there  were 
two  expressions  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilmarnock,  with  respect  to 
which  he  was  anxious  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations. The  hon.  Member  alluded  to 
the  double  interpretation  which  he  as- 
serted Catholics  put  upon  the  term  '<  al- 
legiance." Now  any  Catholic  felt  that  his 
allegiance  to  his  Sovereign  was  totally  dif- 
ferent to  what  was  called  the  spiritual 
allegiance  to  the  Church.  The  latter 
only  referred  to  the  spiritual  authority  of 
the  Church,  and  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  temporal  matters.  The  dif- 
ference and  distinction  between  the  tem- 
poral allegiance  and  spiritual  allegiance, 
as  it  had  been  termed,  was  as  complete 
as  possible.  The  Catholics  had  repu- 
diated over  and  over  again,  as  fully  as  the 
Legislature  required  it,  the  notion  that 
theirs  was  a  divided  allegiance  on  their 
part,  and  that  they  did  not  acknowledge 
their  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign  of  this 
realm  as  their  Protestant  fellow-subjects. 
The  hon.  Member  might  refer  to  a  num- 
ber of  old  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
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like  to  know  what  difference  there  wis, 
between  the  doctrines  of.  the  Catboiic 
Church  and  the  Church  of  England  on  thi% 
point.  Had  not  the  Church  of  England, 
denounced  those  who  dissented  from  h^ 
doctrines  in  as  strong  language  as  had 
ever  been  used  by  the  Church  of  Rome  t| 
He  did  not  see  the  hon.  Member  for' 
Newark  in  his  place,  who  had  written  a 
clever  book  on  tnis  question.  Could  hoo. 
Members  opposite  deny,  that  every  do(;^ 
trine  laid  down  on  this  subject  in  that 
work  was  asserted  by  the  Catholic  Church  ? 
Dr.  Stebbing,  another  writer  of  thatjpartj^ 
said,  that  under  the  pure  Catholic  Church 
they  embraced  all  the. members  of  t^ 
Christian  faith;  and  when  distinctio^a 
were  drawn  on  particular  points,  the 
Church  of  England  did  the  same  as  the 
Church  of  Rome.  The  hon.  Member  foi; 
Oxford  and  himself  agreed  also  on  some 
points;  but  he  was  sure  that  neither 
the  hon.  Gentleman  nor  himself  couU 
point  his  finger  at  another  and  say  such  and 
sach  a  man  is  a  heretic,  for  each  knew  that 
heresy  implied  a  wilful  and  knowing  re* 
sistance  to  the  truth.  The  hon.  Mem^ber  for 
Kilmarnock  stated  there  was  a  strong 
Anti-Protestant  feeling  existiDg  in  Ireli|od;, 
but  he  would  remind  the  hon.  Qentl»>, 
man  that  it  was  not  very^  long  since,  that 
there  was  a  strong  Anti-Catholic  feeling- 
manifested  in  Ireland  by  those  who  hela^ 
the  reins  of  power;  and  after  the  proceed*, 
ings  which  had  taken  place  in  that  country^! 
was  it  unnatural  that  there  should  be^ 
some  feeling  of  reaction  against  the  ascen*- 
dency  party  ?  When  the  hon.  Gentlemaa 
porting  his  allegation,  but  he  had  thought  I  adverted  to  the  strong  language  which  he. 


that  the  question  had  been  set  at  rest  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  reasonable  minds. 
When  the  subject  was  alluded  to  some 
years  ago,  Mr.  Pitt  referred  a  number  of 
questions,  involving  the  point,  to  several 
of  the  most  learned  Universities  and  other 
bodies  in  various  parts  of  Europe,  and 
they  one  and  all  repudiated  the  doctrines 
of  not  keeping  faith  with  Heretics,  or  that 
they  could  bear  a  divided  allegiance  to 
their  Sovereign.  He  had  thought  that 
such  prejudices  against  their  fellow-coun- 
trymen had  been  buried  in  oblivion ;  but 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  thought  pro- 
per to  bring  forward  these  topics,  he  had 
felt  called  upon  to  repudiate  and  disown 
them.  The  hon.  Gentleman  also  stated 
that  the  Catholics  reproached  and  de- 
nounced those  who  differed  with  them 
as  heretics  and  schismatics.  He  should 
VOLLVI.    {2S} 


stated  had  been  used  from  the  Catbo^i 
lie  pulpits  in    Ireland,  could  he  be  «' 
stranger  to  the  new  reformation  sermone, . 
as  they  were  called,  which  bad   lieen 
preached  in  this  country  by  Mr.  McNeil 
and  others,  in  which  the  Sovereign  of  thie 
realm  was  compared  to  Jezebel  ?    When 
such  language  and  conduct  were  siip*i 
ported  and  countenanced  by  some  of  the* 
highest  Members  of  the  aristocreey  who  '• 
attended  the  meetings  in  Exeter-hall,  he 
thought  that  the  existence  of  some  sort  of; 
Anti-ProtesUnt  feeling  in  the  minds  of* 
some  of  the  less  educated  portion  of  Ca- 
tholics might  be  expected.  How,  he  would 
ask,  was  it  to  be  expected  otherwise,  whea  * 
persons  heard  their  religious  Mth   de* 
nonnced  and  miarepresented  in  the  stron|(« ' 
est  terms,  and  all  kinds  of  charges  brongS|  J 
against  their   clergy?      He  entertaioea 
9S 
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strong  feelingt  of  gratitude  towards  the 
great  men  who  were  authors  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Relief  Bill— for  he  should  ever  feel 
that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  Sir  Ro- 
bert Peel  had  acted  as  distinguished 
Statesmen,  and  were  entitled  to  gratitude 
for  bringing  forward  and  carrying  a  mea- 
sure which  tliey  had  previously  objected 
to  ;  but  he  was  convinced,  if  thnt  me:isure 
had  been  carried  out  fully  and  fairly  in 
Ireland,  immediately  after  it  passed,  it 
would  have  been  attended  with  a  very 
differtnt  result.  In  the  county  with  which 
he  was  connected  it  had  been  acted  on 
more  fairly,  and  the  result  had  been  very 
salisfactorv.  In  the  F.ast  Hiding  of  York- 
shire nearly  all  the  Catholic  gentlemen 
who  were  entitled  from  their  station  to 
the  office,  had  been  placed  on  tiie  bench 
of  magistrates,  lo  the  perfect  satisfaction 
of  all  persons,  including  the  whole  body 
of  the  magistracy,  a  large  portion  of 
whom  were  Protestant  clergymen.  If  the 
same  feeling  had  been  miinifested  in  Ire- 
land, the  prophecies  which  had  been 
made  as  to  the  failure  of  the  Catholic 
Relief  Dill  would  have  turned  out  to  have 
been  utterly  false,  as  there  would  have 
been  an  entire  and  satisfactory  settlement 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  Lilton  would  slate  why  lie  should 
have  voted  for  the  motion  if  it  had  been 
opposed,  and  why  he  thought  the  bill 
should  Iw  brought  in.  He  had  no  doubt, 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  last  spoke. 
had  spoken  most  truly,  so  far  as  regarded 
himself  and  a  very  large  body  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  this  cnuntry,  no  less  than  of  a 
large  body  of  Irish  Catholics.  L'pon  this 
account,  the  hon.  Gentleman  and  those 
who  agreed  with  him,  shoidd  feel  with 
those  on  that  side  of  the  House,  If  they 
were  nut  more  anxious  that  the  stnterocnts 
which  had  been  made  in  the  House  that 
night  and  out  of  it  during  the  Inst  five  nr 
siK  Tears  should  be  invesligiiteil — for  if  the 
alleged  facts  were  not  true,  the  friends  of 
the  college  of  Maynonlh  and  of  the  Homnn 
Catholic  clergy  should  be  the  first  to  chnl- 
Irn;^  inquiry,  uni)  refnte  the  aceUKitions 
which  hod  been  made,  not  hy  innuendo, 
hut  in  the  most  open  and  direct  manner. 
lie  Khould  be  most  happy  if  these  chnrnex 
should  be  n.-fiitcd.  There  were  none  so  in- 
terested id  having  those  fads  elenrrd  np  as 
the  respectable  and  loyal  pricKthcHNl  of  Ire- 
land, anil  those  rcKjicctahle  and  lovnl  men 
who  felt  like  the  hon.  Oiiilleman  who  \m 
iiddresHed  ilic  House.    These  chargt-s,  how- 
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ever,  should  not  be  met  by  rending  •Otpi, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry  bad  done, 
but   hy  thoroughly  taking  up  the  wbols 

Suestion,  and  meeting  facts  with  £u;ti.- 
le  would  not  enter  into  any  lengthened 
inquiry  rcspectine  the  class  Inaki  as  nov 
taught  to  the  stuilents  of  Maynooth — that 
he  would  reserve  fur  a  future  occosinn,  for 
he  thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Uember 
for  Kilmarnock  bud  stated  enough  for  the 
present.  But  when  the  bill  cwme  m  for 
discussion,  he  (Mr.  Litton)  meant  to  prorc 
that  no  man,  taking  up  those  dasa  booka, 
and,  indeed,  almost  any  of  the  other  bpoka 
used  in  Maynooth  -  although  the  hon. 
Member  for  Knarcsborough  said  he  knew 
nothing  of  them,  which,  no  doubti  was  tha 
fact,  hut  then  it  was  fais  duty  to  know 
them — would  fail  to  find,  that  thrar  Minci- 
plcs  tended  to  the  intolerance  and  dislojaltj 
(.omplaincd  of  by  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend.  For  the  sake,  therefore,  of  tbe 
hon.  Menjber  for  Knaresborough  and  hia 
Friends,  and  the  respectable  and  enlight- 
ened Catholic  clergy  and  laity  of  Ireland, 
it  was  most  important  that  this  case  should 
be  speedily  cleared  up.  He  expected  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kerry,  as  a  letpectable 
gentleman,  as  professing  the  Catholic  faith, 
as  one  conversant  with  the  politici  of  the 
day,  and  one  who  knew  much  of  iKhutd, 
would  have  taken  up,  and  at  least  haTe  at- 
tempted to  refute  some  of  those  chaigea ; 
particularly  as  the  noble  Ixrd  had  verv 
properlv  and  delicately  thrown  the  lUK 
upon  those  whose  priesthood  and  religioD 
had  been  attacked.  He  expected  that  tbs 
hon-  Member  for  Kerry  would  den^  tlw 
allegations  and  challenge  proof,  but  ha 
had  dtme  nothing  of  the  kind.     Neither  hs 
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excuse  fur  omitting  to  meet  t 
facts,  for  the  motion  did  not  take  tbem  bj 
surprise.  Fur  five  or  six  years  similar  aU 
tacks  bad  been  made  at  public  meetings 
and  in  the  last  three  or  four  yean  a>toa 
divisions  had  been  taken  in  that  HoUB  oB 
the  ijuettiun,  so  that  some  step  like  tbe 
present  ought  to  have  been  expected,  not- 
withstanding the  rnniplaint  la  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  llik. 
pcrary.  This  hill  was,  in  fact,  bsmigbt  M 
to  enable  hon.  Gentlemen  tn  oppoae  tha 
f^rant  given  to  Maynooth.  He  male  thoas 
oWn-utiims  wilhnui  the  least  fccUnc  vt 
nnkindnen  towards  his  Roman  CatEolic 
hrelhrin  ;  he  befieve*!  there  was  not  a  man 
iu  thnl  Mouse  nr  'Hit  of  it  win)  hod  had 
Ivm  A\fi\-tvurv  with  any  claM  of  hia  fellow- 
Knhji-ets,  bill  he  thought  it  his  duty  now  ta 
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give  notice,  that  when  the  debate  on  the 
■econd  reoiling  of  the  Inll  took  place,  he 
would  call  upon  the  Gentlemen  opposite 
either  to  tieny  porillfely  tlie  chargei  that 
had  been  made,  or  to  explain  them  Hway. 
They  must  then  be  prepared  to  give  a  dis- 
tinct and  paI|>BbIe  meanEus  to  those  ex- 
iircHions  referred  to  by  his  hon.  and 
earned  Friend,  and  also  to  many  others 
which  were  to  be  found  in  the  works  from 
which  he  quoted.  When  he  firR  came 
into  Parliament,  and  heard  heavy  cbeiges 
made  against  the  education  taught  in  Mav- 
nooth,  and  against  the  language  of  the 
books  studied  there,  he  perused  thoM  au- 
thorities for  himself,  us  a  matter  of  duty. 
He  would  not  now  refer  to  them  in  detail, 
but  would  generally  say,  that  no  candid 
man,  reading  tlmsa  boob,  could  say  that 
thdr  plain  meaning,  especially  to  youth 
and  unlearned  permns,  was  other  than  to 
inculcate  the  absence  of  allegiance  to  the 
Cronn  j  and  that  natha  need  not  be  kept 
with  heretice,particu]Brly  when  the  breaking 
of  them  would  be  beneficial  to  the  interetti 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  relieion.  Upon 
the  second  reading  of  the  bill,  he  ahould 
call  upon  hoD.  Gentlemen  oppoute  to  ex~ 
plain  or  deny  thoae  passages;  for  it  was 
the  duty  and  interest  of  erery  Gentleman 
in  that  House,  no  matter  what  his  politie*, 
e!ipccially  those  who  profened  liberal  poli- 
tics, and  who  dncerdy  respected  the  Ca- 
tholic religion,  to  say  whether  those  allfwa- 
tions  were  to  be  unanswered  or  not — afle- 
oations  which  had  not  yet  been  answered 
in  public  discussions,  or  in  writings,  or  in 
that  House. 

Mr.  O'Connell  would  commence  what 
he  had  to  say,  by  staling,  in  the  most 
dialinct  and  emphatic  manner,  that  he 
implicitly  believed  in  all  that  was  taught 
at  Maynooth  ;  he  would  not  for  a  momeat 
shfink  from  making  this  avowa),  in  its 
coropletest  extent,  and  he  vai  only 
checked  by  his  respect  for  the  House  iVom 
expreMiug  most  emphalically  his  contempt 
For  those  aspersions  upon  that  college 
which  had  been  to  shamelessly  uttered  by 
several  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  It  nas  said,  that  the 
charges  biouglit  that  night  against  May- 
nooth  had  already  been  frequently  made 
ill  (hat  House  ;  he  bad  been  longer  in  the 
House  than  ihe  hon.  Gentlemaa  who 
made  this  statement,  and  he  could  tell  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  at  leatt  never  had 
any'charge  against  Maynooth  been  brought 
forward  in  so  indecent  a  manner.  Never 
had  any  charge  against  Maynooth 
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a  character  ao  reckteu,  to  tOBlevolent,  ko 
utterly  calumniodt.  tt  *ai  lafd,  that 
such  chargei  had  been  made  elsewhere; 
they  had,  in  itlacea  and  by  oraton  etatnl} 
in  unison  with  the  disgraceful  anddlsgott* 
ine  slanders  potired  forth.  But  it  Wda 
said,  that  these  charges  had  never  been 
refuted  ;  they  had,  as  often  at  they  had 
been  advanced.  The  lion.  Oebtlemtn 
■aid,  that  alle^ance  to  the  Crown  wei 
frittered  away  at  Maynooth ;  be  would  tit 
the  hon.  Qentleuao  to  this  daritig  asaer- 
tioD,  and  be  woald  prove  to  hinn,  when- 
ever he  would,  that  never  WM  there  A 
more  groundlesa  ftuertioo ;  never  did 
bigotry  instigate  a  calumny,  or  utter  any- 
thing more  grossly  devoid  of  foundation. 
Thelion.  Member,  speaking  to  Gentlemen 
his  equals,  at  least,  presumed  to  talk  Of 
Roman  Catholics  disregarding  their  oatha. 
He  hardly  knew  in  what  terms  to  antirer 
this  atsertion  in  the  House.  Were  it 
■aid  vut  of  the  House,  the  answer  that 
would  best  fit  the  statement  would  be  that 
the  assertion  was  false  as  hell.  The  hon. 
Member  qaoted  passages  and  phrases,  bdt 
he  had  carefully  abstained  from  qUOtiae 
either  book,  chapter,  or  Verse,  or  It  would 
have  been  elsy  to  have  sent  for  the  book, 
and  at  once  to  have  confuted  him.  Thb 
only  two  passages  for  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  given  the  precise  authoritjT, 
consisted  of  expressions  tfhich  no  Chrt»- 
lian  need  be  ashamed  to  utter  or  avow, 
which  were  perfectly  consistent  with  Iha 
charity  ttbich  belonged  or  ought  to  beloflg 
to  everv  church.  The  hon.  Member 
quoted  Dr.  Sleviu,  but  he  had  not  cited 
tne  particular  pages,  and  the  reason  wa^ 
that  the  hon.  Member  knew  very  well, 
that  if  he  had  dona  so,  he  would  havo 
been  contradicted  and  confuted  ill  ft 
moment.  The  hon.  Baionel,  the  Membet 
for  the  Uoiversityof  Oxford,  had ekpresaed 
himself  on  the  aubjeGt  with  his  habitual 
good-humour,  canwiur,  and  straightbr- 
wardness,  but  be  wa*  not  satisfied  with 
the  answer  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
given.  The  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  when  he  talked  of  P'useyita 
doctrinea,  had  not  imputed  ihem  to  tha 
University  of  Oxford,  but  to  persona, 
clergymen,  and  amobg  these,  a  Bishop, 
who  had  been  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versity. Pot  his  part,  he  confessed,  he 
greatly  rejoiced  to  see  the  advance  of 
those  doctrines.  It  must  be  admitted, 
that  those  were  aclmg  contrary  to  Ibcir 
oaths  in  teaching  P<^ry,  while  they  were 
SS3 
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paid  by  the  Protestant  Church.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  deny  that,  for  he  coald 
not,  but,  blessed  be  Heaven,  the  swearing 
to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles^  and  afterwards 
evading  them,  was  not  Catholic.     This 
was  a  fellowship  he  did  not  desire,  though 
the  movement  was,  he  was  glad  to  per- 
ceive, in  the  direction  of  the  true  church, 
and  would  tend    to  the  triumph  of  the 
true  religion.      There  was  not    a  single 
feeling  of  heartfelt  religion  to  redeem  the 
malevolent  tirade  and  the  abandoned  ca- 
lumny which  characterized  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilmarnock.     If  the 
suspicion  of  thorough  hypocrisy  could  be 
laid  aside,  the  vituperation  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  would  have  been 
amusing.      He  could  not   help  wishing, 
that  a  few  Catholic  theologians  had  been 
present,  as  they  would  have  been  delighted 
with    his    dissertation   on   the    cisalpine 
quarrel,  and  his  running  commentary  on 
it.     This  was  a  case  in  which  the  State 
wanted  to  invade  the  rights  of  the  Church, 
and  France  supported  that  design.     The 
French  parliament  was  opposed   to    the 
liberties  of  the  church.     What  was  the 
consequence?     The  infidelity  which  led 
to  the  revolution  and  the  trampling  on  all 
church  institutions.    There  was,  however, 
no  agreement  in  religious  principles  be- 
tween the  Gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion, and  him  who  seconded  it.     No  ultra- 
montanist    and    cisalpinist    could    have 
diflfered  more  than  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilmarnock  and  the    hon.    Member   for 
Elgin.     One  was  an  intrusionist,  the  other 
a  non-intrusionist.      He  saw   the   other 
day   a  speech    in   which   the   hon.   and 
learned   Member  for    Kilmarnock  spoke 
with  indignation  of  the  attempt  of    the 
Slate  to    interfere  with    the   Church    of 
Scotland  ;  but  his  colleague  in  attackint; 
the  Catholics  was  a  zealous  intrusiorjst — 
in   fact,  there  was  not  a  single  point  on 
which  the  two  hon.  Members  were  agreed, 
except  in  hatred  to  the  old  religion.     The 
one  relied   upon   the  authority   of  John 
Knox,  the  other  contended  for  the  supre- 
macy of  the  State  over  the  Church,  but 
they   agreed    to  hunt   in   couple   against 
Popery.     He  was  sorry  for  the  Church  of 
Scotland.     The  present  quarrel  would  not 
be   soon  over,   and   really  he   must  say, 
it  was  as  pretty  a  quarrel  as  he  could  de- 
sire   to    see.     But    the    ultra-montani>t 
question  was  now  at  an  end.     All  Catho- 
lics, now,  in  every  State,  ncknowlcdgrd 
the  spiritual  supremacy  of  the  Popo  to  its 


just  extent.  Tea  could  not  show  a 
in  Europe,  or  in  the  worMy  whciB  tlijs 
Catholic  religion  was  not  estendiog^  itattt^ 
or  one  where  Protestantism  watoo  the  m* 
crease.  He  (Mr.  O'Connell)  was  00179 
to  dwell  on  these  subjects,  but  a  poIenuoM 
discussion  had  been  forced  on  thess,  and 
he  should  be  ashamed  if  he  did  not  main- 
tain  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  was  wHhm 
him.  The  hon.  and  learned  GeatleaMA 
talked  of  getting  published  the  balls  tbaa 
had  been  addresMd  to  theCatholie  bisliopB. 
He  might  do  so.  The  Catholics  str«|i» 
gled  for  emancipation  in  Ireland.  Il  was 
offered  to  them  if  they  would  gite  the 
State  the  power  of  appointing  thssr 
bishops ;  but  the  Catholics  would  sooaar 
lose  their  rights  than  permit  an  adoltar^ 
ous  connection  between  their  church  and 
a  temporal  party.  But  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  talked  of  a  diSerenea 
between  Irish  priests  educated  in  PraDoa 
and  at  Maynooth,  and  he  quoted  IngKa  ta 
prove  his  contrast.  This  reference  prosad 
the  discrimination  of  the  hon.  Member  fbr 
Kilmarnock.  Now,  Inglis  was  in  Iralaad 
in  1831  and  1832,  talking,  as  he  aaid. 
familiarly  with  priests  who  had  been  cda- 
cated  in  France.  Bat  the  edocaliow  of 
Catholic  priests  in  France  ended  in  179S. 
No  one  could  go  from-  Ireland  to  FiaMO 
unless  he  were  first  ordained,  and  ha  nsast 
be  t  hen  24  years  of  age.  He  could  not  va» 
turn  until  he  was  30,  but  they  mast  all 
have  returned  before  1 792 ;  and  yet  loglls 
stated,  that  he  had  been  talking  mailiariy 
with  those  priests  38  years  afker  Iha  tiasa 
when  they  must  have  attained  the  ago  af 
30.  Now,  considering  the  laborioas  aria* 
sion  of  the  Irish  priests,  he  (Mr.  0*Cbm 
nell)  would  put  it  to  the  House,  haw 
many  of  those  rev.  gentlemen  could  ha 
alive  when  Inglis  was  in  Ireland?  Ha 
had  been  a  great  deal  amongst  the  Irish 
priesthood,  and  he  knew,  thst  when  la- 
glis's  book  rame  out,  there  were  only  foar 
of  those  gentlemen  living,  not  oaa  of 
whom  that  writer  had  seen,  and  of  Iha 
four  there  was  but  one  now  living.  Bai 
there  seemed  to  be  no  discriminating  fh- 
cility  in  the  hon.  and  learned  Menhar, 
and  he  could  not  di«ccm  truth  from  fslaa* 
hood,  and  error  from  fact.  The 
Member  next  told  them,  that  the 
T/)rd  C^astlereagh  was  an  exceedinal^ 
trront  theologian,  a  faculty  which  he  (Iff* 
0*(  onnell)  had  never  before  heard  atlr^ 
butted  to  that  nobleman ;  but  he 
quite  willing  to  make  ihe  hon. 
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for  Kilmarnock  a  present  of  all  tbe  benefit 
of  that  authority.  Then  the  hon.  Member 
came  to  Emmett,  and  his  evidence  before 
a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  after 
he  had  acknowledged  himself  to  be  a 
traitor.  He  (Mr.  0*Connell)  did  not 
mean  to  speak  slightingly  of  Thomas 
Addis  Emmet ty  whom  he  remembered  as 
an  accomplished  gentleman »  a  man  of 
talent^  adorned  with  all  the  virtues  of 
private  life,  who  was  rising  fast  in  his 
profession »  and  full  of  the  gifts  of  science. 
Emmett  embarked  in  the  fury  of  the 
French  revolution,  but  he  was  no  authority 
on  Catholic  opinions.  Scarcely  a  Catho- 
lic gentleman  took  part  in  the  rebellion. 
All  those  who  were  executed  were  Pro- 
testants or  Presbyterians.  So  the  quo* 
tation  from  Emmett  was  another  instance 
of  the  facility  of  delusion  which  seemed 
to  distinguish  the  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
hon.'  Member  for  Kilmarnock  next 
went  into  a  long  dissertation  on  the 
intimidation  of  Catholic  priests,  which  he 
ventured  to  say,  he  had  proved  to  a  de- 
monstration that  would  admit  of  no  de* 
nial.  Another  instance  of  his  facility 
at  delusion  and  assertion  I  But  more 
astonishing  still,  the  hon.  Member  seemed 
determined  to  quote  anything,  except  only 
what  was  true.  Now,  there  had  been  no 
less  than  thirteen  committees  before  whom 
cases  of  alleged  intimidation  at  elections 
were  tried.  Six  of  these  were  tried  by 
Tory  committees,  and  the  popular  candi- 
dates were  unseated,  but  not  a  single  at- 
tempt was  made  to  prove  misconduct  on 
the  part  of  the  priests.  The  charge  had 
been  made  out  of  doors  it  was  true ;  the 
committee  furnished  an  opportunity  to 
prove  it ;  and  he  implored  the  House  to 
attend  to  him,  while  he  stated  that  those 
opportunities  of  sifting  the  alleged  mis- 
conduct, upon  oath,  were  neglected  and 
flinched  from  by  those  who  bad  raised 
the  calumny,  and  who  continued  to  pro- 
pagate it.  To  be  sure  the  Catholic  priests 
took  a  part  in  elections,  and  why  should 
they  not  ?  They  spoke  from  the  altars 
against  perjury  and  bribery ;  but  hedefi<Nl 
the  hon.  Member  to  show  by  evidence  that 
they  went  further.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  quoted  Singleton  ;  but  was  Sin* 
gleton  ever  in  a  Catholic  chapel,  or  before 
an  altar  ?  All  his  evidence  was  mere  hear- 
say, picked  up  from  those  who  stated  that 
they  were  present  at  what  they  described. 
Bnt  he  turned  with  contempt  from  those 
calumnies  on  the  Catholic  pri«its.    Did 


they  imagine  that  Bxettr  Hall  was  tbe 
only  place  where  all  that  was  low,  filtb^f 
grovelling,  and  false  against  tbe  Catholm 
rrligion  was  spoken  ?  It  was  not  Th« 
meanness,  virulence,  and  calumny,  which 
had  been  so  long  considered  as  exclusively 
congenial  to  Exeter  Hall,  were  now  trans* 
planted  into  that  House.  He  repudiated 
those  doctrines;  every  one  of  them  had 
been  already  repudiated,  and  confuted 
over  and  over  again.  His  eternal  salvation 
depended  upon  the  sincerity  of  his  belief, 
and,  standing  as  he  did,  in  the  presence 
of  that  God  who  was  to  judge  nim,  ha 
there  asserted  that  he  never  would  aban- 
don one  particle  of  his  creed ;  and  he  now 
told  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilmarnock* 
that  a  more  calumnious,  and  a  more 
false  assertion  was  never  made  against 
any  church,  than  had  that  night  been 
alleged  against  the  Roman  Cathdiio 
Church,  by  that  hon.  Member.  Of 
what  church  did  the  hon.  Member  elect 
to  call  himself?  the  idol  whom  he  ap- 
peared to  set  up  and  glorify  being  John 
Knox ;  the  hon.  Member  for  Newark,  had 
he  remained  in  his  place,  would  hardly 
allow  that  the  hon.  Member  belonged  to 
any  church  at  all,  and  he  would  say  to 
tbe  hon.  Member,  **  Have  you  ordinatioft 
in  your  church  ?  and  who  was  John 
Knox  V  Had  the  hon.  Member  read  Mr. 
Tytler's  work  ?  That  ProtesUnt  Presby- 
terian historian  proved  that  John  Knox 
was  accessory  before  the  fact  to  two  mur- 
ders—a notable  idol  for  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man. And  to  talk  about  the  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine  inculcating  the  violatioa 
of  faith  even  to  Protestants  1  The  hon. 
Gentleman's  idol,  John  Knox,  indeed,  said 
that  no  faith  was  to  be  kept  with  Catholics; 
but  to  assert  that  Roman  Catholic  doe- 
trines,  in  any  place,  or  in  any  manner  or 
degree,  inculcated  the  abominable  prin-. 
cipU,  that  faith  was  not  to  be  kept  with 
Protestants,  was  a  preposterous  and  utterly 
unfounded  calumnv.  It  was  the  doctrine 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  faith  was  to 
be  kept  with  every  body;  and  that  be 
violated  the  faith  of  God,  irhatever  he 
called  himself,  who  violated  his  faith  with 
man.  And  what  was  John  Knox's  first 
act  when  he  got  into  power?  He  procured 
an  act  of  Parliament  to  put  Roman  Ca* 
tholics  to  death  as  idolators.  Yet  hoo« 
Gentlemen  opposite,  who  glorified  John 
Knox,  assailea  the  Roouin  Catholic  priestSt 
because,  said  those  hon.  Gentlemen,  thfy 
were  intolerant.    Tbej  were  assailed,  too. 
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because  il  was  said  they  inculcated  the 
violating  the  allegiance  to  the  Crown  ;  but 
who  was  so  open  a  teacher  of  rebellion  as 
John  Knox  ?    The  disciples  of  such  a  man 
were  to  be  regarded  with  a  feeling  of  pity, 
guarded  by  a  large  share  of  distrust.     He 
had    been    unwillingly  forced   into    this 
polemical   discussion.     His   religion   had 
been  attacked,  and  it  was  his  pride  and 
duty  to  defend  it.  It  is  the  ancient  religion 
of  this  land — it  is  the  religion  of  Alfred 
and  of  Edward,  of  Fenelon,  and  of  Sir 
Thomas  More.     It  is  a  religion,  as  had 
been  eloquently  said,  which  existed  during 
the   persecution   of  the  early  Christians, 
and  has  survived   the  flames   and    wild 
beasts  of  the  Roman  amphitheatre,  and  it 
will  exist  when  some  traveller  from  New 
Zealand  shall  take  his  stand  in  the  midst 
of  a  vast  solitude,  on  the  broken  arches  of 
London  Bridge,  to  sketch  the  ruins  of  St. 
Pauls.     He  did  not  provoke  this  discus- 
sion, but  he  was  not  sorry  it  had  arisen. 
Could  anything  exceed  the  bigotry  of  the 
petitions  which  had  been  presented  ?   Did 
they   not    breathe    all    the    rancour    of 
the  early  Reformation,  as  it  was  called? 
And  was  not  that  rancour  exhibited  by 
the  Gentleman  who  gloated  over  the  bi- 
gotry of  those  petitions  ?    "  It  was  time," 
said  the  hon.  Member,  **  that  the  House 
should  respond  to  the  sentiments  that  had 
so  long  existed  abroad.     He  knew  there 
were  millions  in  this  country  who  scorned 
such  sentiments.  The  hon.  Member  talked 
of  a  response  in  this  House,  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  other  side  cheered  the 
most  malignant  and   unfounded   of   his 
assertions.     Blessed  be  God,  the  people 
of  Ireland  knew  that  bigotry  so  foaming 
and  boiling  over,  never  polluted  that  House 
before.     He  wished  he  could  prophesy  it 
never  would  again.     It  should  not  with 
impunity.     He  would  ask  them  to  judge 
of  the  priesthood  of  Ireland  by  the  people, 
and  the  people  by  their  priesthood.     No- 
thing could  be  more  just  than  the   tri- 
bute which  the  noble  Lord  near  him  had 
that  evening  paid   to   the   Irish   nation. 
Most  true  was  it,  that  of  the  people  of 
these  realms,  the  women  of  Ireland  were 
among  the  purest,  her  men   among  the 
most  temperate,  the  most  religious;  none 
were    more   regular   communicants  with 
their  church,  none  more  zealous  for  their 
religion,    nor    of    more    practical    piety. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  he  had  been  in 
Ireland?  His  visit  was  not  one  of  mercy 
and  charity,  but  to  discover  what  he  could 


blame.  In  his  own  evidence  there  was  no 
mark  of  candour,  or  he  would  read  it  for 
him.  He  had  been  there;  and  did  he 
know  any  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
so  many  of  whom  are  communicanta  etery 
Sunday  in  the  year?  The  altar  rails  were 
thronged  with  them,  and  let  hon.  GeD» 
tlemen  remember  how  they  regard  the 
solemn  mystery  there  consummated^  and 
where,  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  was  there 
a  people  with  so  much  zeal  for  their  reli- 
gion, with  so  much  practical  piety  aa  the 
poor  people  of  Ireland.  True,  they  had 
their  errors  —  revenge  was  perpetrated 
among  them,  and  under  its  influence  oiany 
were  scattered  abroad  and  met  with  an* 
timely  deaths;  vengeance  had  broken 
through  the  restraints  of  religion  and  the 
feelings  of  humanity ;  but  he  could  with 
pride,  in  comparing  his  country  with 
either  England  or  Scotland,  affirm  that  in 
Ireland  crime  was  infmitely  less  in  aggre- 
gate amount,  and  infinitely  less  in  indivi* 
dual  atrocity,  than  in  either  of  the  other 
portions  of  Great  Britain.  Never  was  ahe 
dishonoured  by  those  horrible  pecuniary 
murders— those  assassinations,  committed 
merely  out  of  a  thirst  for  gold,  which  were 
of  such  dreadful  frequency,  that  cast  a 
foul  blot  upon  the  people  both  of  Englaad 
and  of  Scotland.  The  Irish  were  a  reli* 
gious  and  a  moral  people,  and  true  re- 
ligion and  morals  were  still  spreading 
through  the  land.  He  held  in  his  hand  a 
document,  from  which  he  would  read  what 
the  state  of  the  population  is.  You  talk 
of  Protestant  Ulster.  There  are  976,088 
Protestants  of  erery  description  in  Ulster, 
but  there  are  1,092,828  Catholics,  giving 
a  majority  of  116,740.  In  Leinster  ihe 
majority  was  1,334,014.  In  Munster  it 
1,975,9(>4«     and     in     Connaaght 


was 


1,166,280,  deducting  only  57,750  Pro- 
testants.  Was  it  then  in  that  House  that 
the  cry  of  bigotry  was  raised  and  propa* 
gated  against  that  country?  It  waa  aoi 
wise— it  was  not  prudent— -above  all.  it 
was  not  Christian.  Would  to  God  an  end 
were  put  to  these  polemical  discuaaiona; 
and  they  would  be  put  an  end  to,  if  the 
hon.  Member  would  mind  his  own  relifioa 
more,  and  that  of  others  less.  Let  aim 
study  Presbyterianism,  let  him  atudv  Um 
principles  of  the  English  Chorch — it  was 
said  he  communicates  with  it.  I  hope  it 
is  a  calumny  as  he  is  a  Presbyieriaa.  Ha 
conjured  the  hon.  Member,  therefore*  to 
look  at  his  own  religion,  and  not  at  the 
religion  of  others— of  others  wha  weia  oq 
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more  than  himself  tainted  with  any  one 
doctrine  inconsiitent  with  the  purest  mo* 
rality  or  the  precepts  of  the  divine  law, 
either  expressed  or  implied,  and  whose  an- 
cestors had  the  courage  to  sacri6ce  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood  rather  than  tbaa- 
doa  by  deed,  or  word,  or  insinuation,  one 
particle  of  their  faith.  He  begged  leave 
to  support  the  hon.  Member  in  askine 
leave  to  bring  in  his  bill,  but  he  believed 
the  hon.  Memoer  would  never  bring  it  in. 
Mr,  Sergeant  Joc^n  said|  that,  as  it 
was  not  intended  to  resist  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  Friend  for  leave  to  bring  in  his 
bill,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  House 
with  any  observations,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  extraordinary  address  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  who  had  just  sat  down. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had 
shifted  the  ground  from  the  question  be- 
fore the  House  by  an  unwarrantable  per- 
sonal attack  upon  his  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Kilmarnock.  He  would  only 
say,  his  hon.  Friend's  character  was  well 
known  to  the  Members  of  that  House, 
and  stood  not  in  need  of  his  humble  testi- 
mony. There  was  no  man  in  the  country 
whose  moral  and  religious  character  would 
bear  a  stricter  scrutiny.  His  hon.  Friend 
had  confirmed  his  statements  by  quota- 
tions from  certain  books  used  in  the  coarse 
of  education  at  Maynooth.  The  facts 
were  as  his  hon.  Friend  had  stated,  and  be 
would  prove  them  to  be  so  before  he  sat 
down,  and  give  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Dublin  page  and  chapter.  The 
hon.  and  learnea  Member  had  attributed 
to  his  hon.  Friend  what  had  never  been 
said  by  him.  His  hon.  Friend  did  not 
state  that  Mr.  Emmett  had  been  examined 
before  the  House  of  Lords,  nor  did  be 
make  any  quotation  from  any  evidence 
given  by  that  individual  before  their  Lord- 
ships' House;  but  he  would  repeat  and 
prove  what  his  hon.  Friend  had  said.  Mr. 
Emmett's  statement  was  to  be  found  in  a 
work  published  by  him  in  New  York,  in 
1807;  for  Mr.  Emmett,  being  a  rebel, 
found  it  convenient  to  leave  Ireland.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic committee,  a  convention  which,  in 
1793,  sat  in  Dublin.  What  Mr.  T.  A. 
Emmett  stated  in  his  bookt  was,  **  that 
the  Education  Committee  (which  had  been 
appointed  by  the  Roman  Catholic  com- 
mittee or  convention)  had  formed  a  plan 
for  the  united  education  of  Roman  Cathor 
lies  and  Protestants^  to  be  dependent  on 
the  people  for  supporti  mi  ta  bo  ^tki/9f 


the  joint  control  of  clergy  and  laity.  Bat 
that  the  Roman  Cathofic  hierarchy  pri- 
vately stated  this  plan  to  the  Governmentt 
and  proposed  a  system,  to  be  under  their 
exclusive  control,  and  purchased  the  $j^ 
sent  of  Govefnment  to  their  propasition» 
by  presenting  an  address  to  the  Crow|i 
against  Defenderiam."  This  will  be  found 
in  page  61  to  63  of  the  book  entitled 
'*  Pieces  of  Irish  History/'  printed  by 
M*Nevin,  at  New  York,  in  1807.— TbS 
M'Nevin  had,  himself,  previously  been  onf 
of  the  accomplices  in  rebellion  of  Mr. 
Emmett.  Defenderism  was  a  species  of 
treason,  at  that  time  prevalent  in  Irelandt 
and  as  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in 
their  addresa  to  the  Crown  stated,  was, 
they  regrettedi  ohie6y  confined  to  peraon« 
of  their  commonion.  The  Government 
were,  natarally,  niost  desirooa  to  put  down 
this  treaionj  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops,  it  would  appfar,  agreed  to 
strengthen  tboir  bands  by  means  of  that 
address,  and  the  historian  adds,  "  After 
this,  all  confidence  between  the  prelMii 
and  the  laity  was  destroyed*"  ThiS|  tli|e 
House  will  see,  fully  confirms  the  state- 
ment made  by  bis  hon.  Friend,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Kilmarnock.  But  be  wwld  pro- 
ceed to  the  important  matters  moro  imoie- 
diately  before  the  House.  From  the  tarn 
which  the  debate  had  taken,  the  real  ques- 
tions at  issue  were  two:  first,  are  the 
books  referred  to  by  his  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Kilmarnock,  used  in  the  Col- 
lege of  Maynooth?  Are  they  the  class- 
books  required  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
students,  or  the  standards  recommended 
for  their  guidance  and  referred  to  by  the 
professora  in  their  course  of  instructioa  f 
And  secondly,  do  these  books  contain  the 
pernicious  ana  revolting  matters  stated  bf 
hie  boo.  Friend  ?  Now,  he  asserted  that 
both  those  questions  must  be  answered 
in.  the  affirmative,  and  he  was  preoared,  aa 
he  had  already  said,  to  prove,  by  docp* 
meatary  and  indispotable  evidence,  the 
truth  and  accuracy  of  what  had  been 
stated  by  his  boo.  Friend,  the  Member  ftr 
Kilmarnock,^  in  both  particnlarst  Hie 
qnestioo  was  not  whether  Roman  Catholic 
Uentlemen  in  that  House,  and  educi^t^ 
Roman  Catholka  out  ot  it^  believed  the 
dectrinee  inculcated  by  each  works  ^  iB« 
deed  be  was  sore  that,  if  the  Rxman  Ga- 
tbolio  laitv  were  aware  of  the  books  naad 
in  the  college,  thev  would  be  as  ioud^ 
an;  Gentlemen  on  hit  Mde  ql  the  Home, 
ui  Ihftir  dcQunciatww  9f  Uma.    04  tW* 
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Giined  is  the  enlo^  bestowed  on  the  reli> 
ffious  character  or  the  Irish  people ;  but 
he  thought  it  monstrous  to  allow  the 
teachers  of  such  a  people  to  be  instructed 
from  books  lilce  those  he  alluded  to.  The 
poor  people  of  Ireland,  he  verily  believed, 
were  as  truly  pious  and  devoted  to  their 
religion  (which  no  doubt  they  believed  to 
be  true)  as  any  people  in  the  world.  They 
were  also  ^eatly  attached  to  their  clergy, 
and  almost  absolutely  at  their  disposal. 
Bnt  he  would  ask,  did  not  this  considera- 
tion make  it  a  matter  of  the  most  vital  im- 
portance what  moral  priuctples  were  to  be 
instilled  into  the  minas  of  those  who  were 
to  be  the  religious  instructora  of  such  a 
people.  Then,  as  to  the  first  question — 
namely,  are  the  books  referred  to  by  his 
hon.  Friend  read  at  Maynooth  1 — he 
begged  to  refer  the  House  to  the  eighth 
report  of  the  CommisBioners  of  Education 
in  Ireland  for  1827,  No.  11,  appendix, 
p.  447,  There  they  would  find  a  return 
made  by  Dr.  Grotty,  then  the  principal  of 
Maynooth  College,  to  the  commissioners, 
containiag  "  a  liet  of  the  books  used  in 
the  different  classes,  and  which  the  stu- 
dents  are  obliged  to  purchase."  Amongst 
these  will  be  found,  "  The  Commentaries 
of  Menochiut,"  "  Delahogue's  Dogmatic 
Tracts,  5  vols."  and  "  Bailly's  Moral 
Tracts,  5  vols."  They  will  likewise  find 
"  a  list  of  the  works  recommended  by  the 
professors  for  the  perusal  of  the  sludenls, 
or  referred  to  by  them  in  the  courie  of  the 
lectures."  Amongst  these  are  the  follow- 
ing:—" Bailly,"  "  Collett,"  "  Deux  Con. 
ferences  d'Angers,"  "  Devoti,"  "  Reiffen- 
■teutl,"  "  La  Morale  d'Antoine,"  "  Corne- 
lius a  lapide,  Maldonatus,"  "  Bellarmine 
and  St.  Thomas  Aquinas."  Did  not 
thcie  lists  contain  every  one  of  the 
books  referred  to  by  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  Mcmbot  for  Kilmarnock,  and  several 
oihcr  moat  objectionable  works  bcsidt's  ? 
But  he  would  now  proceed  to  the  sicond 
question,  having, as  lie  trusted,  sntisfiicto- 
rily  established  ihe  first;  he  had  been 
challenged  lo  quote,  anil  he  would  do  so. 
In  Bailly's  Moral  Theology,  c.  7,  p.  23-2, 
the  doctrine  was  laid  down  with  renpect  to 
theft,  that  the  sin  depended  on  the  amount 
of  (he  property  of  the  person  plundered. 
^A  cry  of  "  the  mortal  sin."\  He  would 
quote  the  passage,  and  let  the  House 
judge  of  the  soundness  of  the  morals  in- 
culcated.— 


mortal  sinT  It  caoiiot  ewly  be  dnt 
since  nothing  has  been  decided  ou  this  ji^si^ 
either  in  natural,  divine,  or  hnmn  law ;  ncae^ 
theologians  are  accustomed  to  diitinpiMli  ^mi^ 
into  ^nr  ranks.— In  the  first  niA  wnk' 
the  illustrious  who  hved  ia  splendoar;  (■' 
the  second  those  who  lived  on  thair  tmt 
tates,  but  not  iu  such  fplandoni ;  id  Iba  tkM^ 
the  artificers;  and  in  the  fonrlh,  tba  poil^. 
who  lived  by  begging.  It  wu  ihess  Ui 
down  that  to  constitute  a  mortal  ain  tta  ttaft 
from  persons  oF  the  first  rank  moit  Uo^M  to 
60d.  or  50d.;  from  persons  of  ibe  Hooal 
rank,    to   40d.;    from    the  third,  20dv   lad- 


That  then  waa  a  scale  si  _ 
ferent  degrees  of  moral  delittqnenn  ilf 
thefts  of  differeDt  amounts.  It  wm  nk^i 
wise  stated,  that  it  waa  no  crime  for  ■  wifc 
to  rob  her  husband,  if  she  did  so  Ibc  Iha- 
support  of  her  own  family.  Oa  the  mStf 
ject  of  oaths,  he  found  in  BaiUr,  toImmI 
2,  page  117,  that  an  oath  mustM  cobh-' 
dered  as  binding,  unless  then  sliMiU 
exiit  some  legitimate  excuse— aiidl  M  thfe 
prohibition  of  a  auperior.  There  w«ra  ■«• 
cases  in  which  the  obligation  of  nn  oath 
was  annulled,  one  of  which  wu,  whentlw 
thing  sworn  to  be  done  was  impoNibii  ot 
unlawful,  on  account  of  the  proaibltioB  of 
a  superior.  Now,  he  would  han  hoB.' 
Gentlemen  consider  this.  All  i  htm  ohm 
tic  orders  had  their  auperior  in  Ro^*. 
That  had  been  givea  in  erideDC*  balbra 
the  Education  Commission  in  Irafauida' 
Dr.  Anglade,  profesaor  of  divtnitj  al  Maj^ 
nooth,  waa  aaVed  by  the  comnuMioaan^' 
(see  their  Report,  Appendix,  Ne.  M, 
p.  170.)  .; 

"  Where  does  the  genera)  of  the  FrancMcaaa' 
live?— I  think  at  Rome.  Wbata  don  ifet 
general  of  the  Dominicans  live  f— At  KoBib  T 
believe.  Where  does  the  general  of  Iba  A».' 
gusiinians  live  P— I  think  at  RoiM.  Whiss 
(toes  the  general  of  the  Jesuits  Uva?— I  lUiA 
at  Home  !" 

If,  then,  an  oath  taken  b;  a  Hi 
of  any  of  those  orders  (and  we  have 
tiludes  of  Ihem  in  Ireland)  were  not  bind- 
ing if  the  superior  forbade  it,  there  WM  aa 
end  at  once  to  the  obligation  oT  tbe  oatt. 
["  No,  no,"  from  tbe  Ministerial  B«^«,] 
All  he  could  say  was,  that  if  such  «ei« 
not  the  case,  he  did  not  undentand  Iha 
Eogliih  language.  Referring  to  olhar 
authorities,  he  found  it  sUtwl,  that  !■' 
every  oath  there  were  carttia  ladt  oaadU 
tioni  understood,  one  of  which  waa  8atm 
jure  luperioru,  and  another  ttiat  vanah 
and  servants  were  freed  from  Ihe  oUun-' 
lion  of  *aj  otlh  Dwla  to  hecaliii.  Sm 


JIffiyiioolll. 


(MaIuk  1} 


Mtg/neolk, 


ReiSenMenil,  in  the  6tb  book,  tit.  7.  De  I  before  the 
HiBTeliCH :  depoMi  thet  Thomie  Aqniau'e  ffii  maii 

«  At.  .uul.  ud  KiTuU  ai  elhen  lad  *?""*•'•  °"  "f  'I"  •"■'•"  «•  •"«»■ 
from  any  pri»ato  obliguioa  due  to  e  hetetic,  I  Tbomu  AquiDiB  (Qiieit.  8»,  Art.  9.)  n^ 
and  from  WpiDg  faiih  with  him? — Yea;  all    "  Sometioiee  tbioga  are  piomiaad  by  — 


o  by  the  clear  diapoaal  of  the  law." 


oathofwhicbitiidoubtrolwbetbei  tbe;  be 


■a  promiaed   under    an   oelb,   wbicb 
■moifeatlj    iBwInl   end   eaefol. 
anch    en  oetb    tbere    aeomi    to   bo 


He  woold  not  occopj  the  time  of  tbe  i  "^"f"'  "'  ooJewfol, protttblo  or  lojnnoaL 
Hooie  bj  eodleaa  qeotatiooa.  but  there  eithetaimpljotineofparlienl.fc.ao.md 
•ere  .bole  pagea  of  matter  to  tbe  aane  , '"  "■»  =•"  enj  Biabop  may  gi.nl  .  d>- 
effecl-tbat  la,  lajiog  do»n  ralea  to  abow  :  P«o"Uon.  "  Bnt  aometimea  .  tbuy 
ohao  an  oath  waa  to  be  conaideted  biod-  |  "  "-"■—"  -"•"-  ■-  ~"-  -'•"'•  - 
itig,  and  when  it  might  be  diapooaed  with. 
He  would  be  prepared  to  atate  meoy  more, '  ... 

when  the  proper  occaaiou  preieoted  itielf.  P'*"  •"  diapenaauon  oe  oomm.lUM, 
He  had  been  aaloniabed  to  bear  the  noMe  ™"",  "metbing  betl«  occora  to  b> 
lord  atate.  that  inaamucb  ea  tbe  boob  "one  for  the  conunon  ntdtt;,  whicb  nama 
uaed  at  Maynootb  uught  tbe  dooltinea  of  """"f  10  belong  to  tbe  power  of  the  IW 
the  Catholic  religion,  we  bad  no  cauae  to  ''«'  »"  "»  "■',"' ">•  "I"""  Ol"™" 
quarrel  with  Ihem.  Waa  not  that  a  moat  Antomo  aaja  (toI.  3,  p.  79,)  qnotiog  fta« 
Jatirordinaripoailionl  Theae  Tory  doc- , '.''■''""'  ■"'"°  >»i"«'l,-  ""' <»™* 
trinea,  he  would  reoture  to  aay,  were  held  ^'^  "»  »»'  '°.  t"  ""•!  ""^  '»' 
in  otter  aieraloo  by  the  religioua  portion  poijoruia  rather,  whieh  are  taken  oOGtfai; 
of  tbe  Roman  Calbolica.  Yet.  uotwitb-  I  "  .""  ccoleaiaancal  uulily  and  the  melh 
alanding  Ibi..  all  Iheae  .trocioua  doctrinea    '»l»"  of  tbe  f.lhna.      In  Rafenatemra' 


were  rererred  to  in  the  boolci  read  by 
tboH  itudenti  who  were  to  become  tbe 
teachert  of  the  Roman  Catholio  popula- 
tion. He  had  laid,  that  he  wonld  not 
fatigue  the  House  bj  unneceuarily  mnlti- 
pIjinK  quutatioDs;  but  a*  the  troth  of 
what  had  been  stated  by  tbe  bon.  Hembei 
for  Kilmarnock  had  been  utterly  denied 
by  the  learned  Member  for  Dublin,  and 
as  he  had  been  challenged  by  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  at  the  other  side  of  the  House 
to  sustain  the  statement  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
he  trusted  he  should  be  permitted  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  Tery  few  more  passages 
from  some  of  the  authors  named  by  the 
Member  for  Kilroariiock,  and  which  were 
Id  be  found  in  the  lists  deli*ered  to  tbe 
Commisitoneri  of  Education  in  Ireland, 
as  already  mentioned,  and  wbicb  are  in 
the  bands  of  the  students  at  Maynootb. 
In  Bailly's Moral  Theahgsipu^t  140, it 
is  said, 

"  There  exists  in  the  Church  a  power  of  dis> 
peniing  with  oaths." 

And  at  page  145  this  question  is  pat. 


answei ;    smongst  others,   the   utility    of  ibe 
CImrdi,  the  ipirilnsl  utility  of '"        " 


be  generally  reduced  to  piety,  spiritual  ntili^f 
or  DsceBiity." 


work  alrawly  qaoted,  (book  3,  tiu  34,  i 
jure  jorendo)  it  it  hid  down,  "  in  armj 
{mmiaaory  oath  hmmtr  aimhU^  asadt, 
certain  twit  oondiUoos  an  nnderatoodm 
one  of  tbeta  is,  salvo  jnn  et  BoetoriMa 
suptrioris,"  Delabogne,  in  hiiTrMtiw, 
"  be  Eccleaia,"  p.  104,  la^  down  ihit 
doctrine,  "  Tbe  Charcb  retaini  her  jtiii»< 
diction  over  all  apostates,  heretics,  and 
schismatics,  thongo  they  do  not  now  bf 
long  to  ber  body,  as  tbe  leader  of  an  amiT 
has  a  right  to  punish  a  deserter  thovga 
his  name  be  not  on  the  roll."  AoUmm 
says,  in  his  treatise,  "  De  ViitntilnSt" 
"  It  is  certain  that  baptised  inSdali, 
wbatber  heretica  or  apostates,  can  ba  coai> 
pelled  to  return  to  ibe  Mlb."  Hj  bca. 
Friend  baa  cited  panagst  to  show  what 
paaiahinents  may  be  in^ted  on  bereiioi. 
They  will  be  foand  snanwratMl  ftooi  eom 
fiacation  of  goods  to  deaih  itaslT,.  in 
"  Collett  OD  the  Dscalogtn,"  to),  v.  p. 
396.  He  tnisted  he  had  tbw  ndasMtd 
his  pledp  of  piof  ing  the  tiotb  and  aea»> 
racy  of  the  statemMt  laid  bnfim  iha. 
Hoose  by  his  bon.  Friend  tha  HambarCtt 
Kilnamock  by  the  rafamcen  ba  bail' 
made;  and  h«  tmstad,  alsB,  ba  bad. 
satisfied  the  damaad  of  lbs  boa. .  and 
laamed  Member  for .  DnbUoi  bjr  gitinf 
him  the  pages  of  die  works  in  wum  tbis 
were  contaioad.  Ha  had  haaid,  winir 
extraine  anrpriso,  tha  pioposhian  M^ 
down  by  tha  noble  Lord  Iba  GUafBasi** 
tarj  fcr  Ii^aadi  to  tW  lAeitlMt  tf^. 


I36t 
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College  of  Maynooth  taught  the  doctrine 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  the  House 
of  Commons  had  no  right  to  find  fault 
with  the  principles  which  it  inculcated. 
He  could  scarcely  believe  it  possible  that 
the  noble  Lord  could  seriously  maintain 
such  a  position.  Surely,  if  the  principles 
quoted  from  the  works  he  had  referred 
to  were  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of 
Rome,  there  could  be  no  reason  more  con- 
clusive for  withdrawing  all  public  aid 
from  that  seminary.  But  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  the  Member  for  Knares- 
boroogh,  indignantly,  and  no  doubt,  with 
the  most  perfect  sincerity,  repudiated 
these  obnoxious  principles.  So  Xlid  all 
persons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion 
who,  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Relief 
Bill  in  1829,  had  been  examined  by 
Parliamentary  Committees  on  the  subject. 
But  did  not  the  College  of  Maynooth, 
notwithstanding  these  disclaimers,  still 
persevere  in  teaching  these  doctrines? 
Was  it  not  the  solemn  and  incumbent 
duty  of  Parliament  to  put  an  end  to  such 
grievous  abuse?  Should  they  not  see 
that  books 'inculcating  such  mischievous 
tenets  should  be  given  up  by  the  professors 
or  else  that,  if  retained,  they  should  be 
expurgated  ?  He  (Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson) 
entirely  subscribed  to  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member 
for  the  University  of  Oxford.  He  objected 
to  the  grant  made  to  the  College  of  May- 
nooth, on  the  highest  ground,  namely, 
upon  the  ground  of  sound  religious  prin- 
ciple. He  conceived  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  State  to  provide  religious  instruction 
for  the  people  in  that  form  of  doctrine 
which  the  State  maintained  and  professed 
as  being  the  true  religion  of  the  Gospel. 
It  was  not  justified  in  teaching  or  in  pro- 
viding instruction  in  that  which  it  held  to 
involve  dangerous  error.  He,  in  common 
with  his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for 
Oxford,  did  not  feel  at  liberty  himself  to 
teach  doctrines  which  he  believed  to  be 
erroneous,  and  therefore  he  must  object  to 
paying  others  for  teaching  such  doctrines. 
Hence  he  (Mr.  Sergeant  Jackson)  felt 
great  difficulty  as  to  the  course  he  shoukl 
pursue  in  reference  to  the  annual  votes  in 
the  miscellaneous  estimates  for  the  Col« 
lege  of  Maynooth.  He  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  vote  a  grant,  for  a  purpose  of 
which  he  could  not  conscientiously  ap- 
prove, and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  felt  that 
it  would  be  unjust  to  stop  the  grant,  per- 
haps in  the  middle  of  a  year,  and  after 


engagements  bad  been  entered  iolo,  and 
liabilities  incurred  upon  the  faith  of  IIm 
continuance  of  a  grant  which  had  been 
made  by  Parliament  for  so  many  successive 
years.  He  had,  therefore  considerad  it 
his  duty  to  abstain  from  voting  upon 
this  question,  and  to  leave  the  Hoase 
whenever  that  vote  was  proposed. 
He  thought  that  they  owed  a  he^tvy  debt 
of  gratitude  to  his  hon«  Friend  who  had 
been  so  stigmatised,  and  stigmatised  for 
what  ? — for  stating  matters  or  fact  of  the 
greatest  public  importance,  and  which,  M 
a  Member  of  that  House,  he  was  bound  to 
bring  under  the  notice  of  Parliament,  and 
the  form  of  bis  religious  faith  was  held  ap 
to  odium,  because  he  had  done  what  be 
rightly  conceived  to  be  bis  duty.  The  noUe 
Lord  had  stated  that  the  governments  of 
other  countries  gave  support  to  institiitkuis 
of  this  nature ;  but  he  would  remind  the 
noble  Lord  that  these  were  Roman  Catho- 
lic countries.  He  did  not  see  why  ho*. 
Gentlemen  should  be  precluded  from 
making  anj  inquiry  into  the  ognduct. 
state,  and  circumstances  of  a  college  which 
since  1795  had  received  annnainmnts. 
The  noble  Lord  (Morpeth)  had  al«i 
thought  proper  to  make  an  attack  on  tiie 
University  of  Oxford — with  that  he  wouU 
not  meddle,  as  he  thought  that  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  that  Univeisity 
had  most  triumphantly  answered  him ;  bat 
he  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  eny- 
thing  more  inapplicable  to  the  eigq* 
ments  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Onapr- 
nock  he  had  never  head.  There  was  one 
thing,  however,  which  he  had  been  de- 
lighted to  hear  from  the  lips  of  the  nohle 
Lord  opposite  (Lord  Morpsth),  and  tb«t 
was  his  abhorrence  of  the  system  vUelt 
prevailed  in  Ireland  of  denouncing peiepM 
from  the  altar.  It  was  perfemy  well 
known  that  this  had  taken  plaee^-thet 
these  persons  so  denounced  had  been  p«( 
in  jeopardy  of  their  lives — Cathdiea  ee 
well  as  Protestants.  The  noble  Lord  OMsi 
be  acquainted  with  the  fact — he  helhsed 
the  noble  Lord  was  in  possession  of  iaibr. 
mation  respecting  it.  It  had  been  pnt  oa 
record  before  the  committee  on  bribarw 
and  intimidation  at  elections  in  Ivdaadu 
A  question  had  been  asked — "  how  mmg 
priests  were  repealers?  "  to  which  the  ea« 
swer  had  been  "  almost  the  whole  hodf  •** 
Now  he  could  not  think  any  man  n  flood 
subject  who  was  a  repealer.  He  hed  the 
authoritv  of  her  Majesty's  Miaislen  tm 
saying  that  the  ofaiect  df  the  lepeelm  VM 
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the  dismemberment  of  the  empire,  tbe 
withdrawing  of  Ireland  from  beq^th  the 
sceptre  of  our  gracious  sovereiga ;   there* 
fore  no  truly  loyal  subject  could  b^  t  re* 
pealer.    He  held  in  his  hand  an  account 
of  a  repeal  meeting  which  had  taken  pluce 
at  the  Corn  Exchange,  Dublin,  on  the  1st 
of  February,  1841,  at  whjch  u  Mr.  Davis, 
a  Roman  Catholic  priest,  mentioned  that 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  Ardftgh* 
whiph  carried  some  weight  with  it.    This 
weight  was  the  sum  of  74(.,  being  the  sub- 
scriptions of  seventy-four  Roman  Catholic 
clergymen.    The  announcement  wm  re- 
ceived with  cheers.    Mr.  Davis  went  on  to 
state,  he  would  undertake  to  say,  that  be- 
fore that  day  week  there  would  not  be  a 
single  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  in  Ar- 
dagh  who  would  not  be  a  repealer.  If  this 
were  the  true  expression  of  feeling  on  the 
part  of  the  clergy,  very  little  doubt  could 
be  entertained  as  tp  what  would  be  the 
sentiments  of  those  whoqi  they  governed. 
These  were  the  natural  fruits  of  the  edu- 
cation given  at  Maynooth.    He  felt  sur0 
that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  her  Majest/s 
dovernment  to  assist  in  making  the  poor 
p^kssive  people  of  Ireland  repeiderf  and 
revolutionists.    The  oiiginal  object  of  the 
grant  to  Maynooth  was  to  enable  thoa^ 
interested  in  the  institution  to  purchase 
land  to  the  amount  of  10001.  a  year,  and 
to  receive  donations  and  bequests  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  a  college  where 
priests  might  receive  a  domestic  education 
free  from  the  taint  of  republican  and  re- 
volutionary  principles.     And  what  had 
been  the  effect  of  that  education  ?    He 
held  in  his  hand  a  book  written  by  the 
right  hoc.  Gentleman  the  Memher  far 
Waterford  (Mr.  Wyse)  giving  an  account 
of  the  Catholic  Association,  noticing  also 
the   Maynooth  priests — the  effect  which 
Maynooth  had  produced  on  them»  and 
what  they  had  done  for  the  country.    He 
said,  that  the  clerc^,  from  time  to  time, 
had  sent  in  their  adhesion  to  the  Roman 
Catholic    Association.      His    expression 
was,  "  Maynooth  began  to  be  felt."    He 
(Mr,  Wyse)  sUted,    'Uhat  although  in 
some  instances  the  propriety  and  deoenoy 
of  the  ecclesiastical  state  had  lost  gfoond 
by  reason  of  the  conduct  of  the  prieati^  ]yet 
that  was  more  than  oompeasated  for  by 
the  infusion  of  vigour  amongst  the  body 
generally;'   He  (Mr.  W«se)sUted| '^  that 
Uie  system  pursued  at  Maynooth  was  cal- 
culated to  inculcate  democratic  principkiif 
and  that  its  pupils,  the  pricstit  trait  hj 


the  OQurae  of  events  become  more  powwk 
ful."  Agitators  had  harangued  the  peofda 
in  the  chapels  from  the  altera  for  eleotieii 
purposes.  He  trusted  that  in  what  halwi 
advanced  he  had  said  Aqtlbung  which  cosdd 
hurt  the  feelings  of  any  onei  It  was  eai«t 
taittly  his  most  anxious  wish  to  av«ld 
giving  any  offence,  but  be  must,  in  mamm 
elusion,  state  his  conviction  thai  if  the 
doctrines  to  which  he  had  adverted  won 
to  be  found  in  the  books  rMd  at  Mmff» 
nooth,  beyond  all  doubt  it  was  a  cirmusi- 
stance  deserving  their  most  serious  attea* 
tion.  The  hon.  and  learned  Qeathmui 
concluded  by  thanhing  the  Houae  for  the 
indulgence  which  they  had  acooided  to 
his  addresSf  the  rather  aa  unavoidably  tt 
had  been  somewhat  of  a  discaiaife  airi 
uninleracting  charaeCer. 

Mr.  W.  Barron  felt  it  to  be  hia  daty  m 
a  Roman  Catholic,  and  the  represeBtatHle 
of  a  Roman  CSathdie  ooDstitueacjf,  to  dsm 
in  the  rnsftt  solemn  manner  that  bis  chum 
professed  or  entertained  the  abominahle 
and  atrocious  doctrines  attributed  to  her 
by  hon.  Genthimen  oppoeite«-^suGh  aa  Mt 
feeling  it  necessary  to  keep  failb  «Mi 
heretica,  or  taking  oaths  from  vhiob  they 
might  he  absolvea  bv  other  meana  thao 
thMe  acknowledged  by  persona  of  o  difc 
ferent  persuasion.  But  those  dooteines 
had  been  over  and  over  again  denied  by 
eminent  Catholic  divines,  in  defendiof 
their  church  from  the  various  caluasnies 
which  were  heaped  upon  her.  Hon.  Oen«> 
tlemen  opposite,  must,  therefore,  hafo 
known  that  they  were  falsely  accoMof 
that  church,  or,  if  they  did  not,  Ihey 
ought  to  have  made  themselves  ocqoainloa 
with  the  real  fectc  of  the  case  befoio  they 
had  the  audaeitT  to  attribnte  sodi  doo* 
tf inea  to  asen  who  were  in  every  JtrnftHti 
their  equab  He  was  convineBd,  that 
such  speeches  as  that  of  the  hoo.  Membov 
for  Kilmarnock  would  do  moio  to  repoal 
the  noion  than  could  ho  e&ded  hy  the 
ezertMNis  of  the  hon.  and  leavned  Mesebsa 
for  Doblin ;  fer  they  wooU  ooowinoo  tho 
people  of  Isaland  that  theio  still  eaaaHdb 
even  amongst  the  enlightened  fmtiomiM 
thia  conntry,  a  spirit  of  relipona  faifolsf 
and  iotqleiaoce  so  strong  as  lo  knee 
iia  way  into  tho  Hooee  «  r<oissnnS| 
which bf  had  hoped  bad  IMM  Mot 
by  the  biU  of  1880.  The  epesoh  oflko 
hon.  Ileosber  fefr  Kila|awMick»  was^*^ 
fact,  nothing  more  Ibus  o  fifokan^  oMbi 
most  Ufotled  pfwthum  of  flwise  naioMWii 
Hftinat  tho  Cathdk  feligiDi  wUdt^MA 
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been  delivered  by  various  opponents  of 
the  Catholic  claims  previous  to  their  set- 
tlement, and,  had  a  stranger  heard  it,  he 
might  readily  have  supposed  that  those 
claims  were  still  under  consideration.  He 
had  been  listening  to  theexhortations  of  the 
Catholic  clergy  for  twenty- five  years,  and 
he  could  assert,  that  he  never  heard  them 
utter  a  single  sentiment  that  would  not 
do  honour  to  the  clergy  of  any  Christian 
assembly;  and,  more  than  that,  he  be- 
lieved, that  but  for  their  exertions  Ireland 
at  various  epochs  would  have  been  driven 
into  a  state  of  desperate  rebellion.  They 
had,  too,  the  testimony  of  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Ireland  to  show  that  by 
their  exertions,  and  under  their  guidance, 
Ireland  could  boast  of  a  moral  and  a 
yirtuous  people.  He  deeply  regretted, 
that  such  a  discussion  as  the  present 
should  have  been  raised  in  an  enlightened 
assembly,  and  he  believed  there  was  none 
other  in  Europe  than  the  British  Parlia- 
ment where  it  would  have  been  tolerated 
for  a  moment.  Within  the  last  twenty- 
five  years  Protestant  Prussia  had  institu- 
ted eight  colleges  for  the  education  of  her 
Roman  Catholic  population ;  and  likewise 
a  university  expressly  for  the  education  of 
Roman  Catholic  clergymen.  Nay,  more, 
in  every  one  of  the  seven  universities  of 
Prussia  Roman  Catholics  were  eligible  to 
every  office  of  honour  or  emolument  in 
those  institutions.  In  Holland,  another 
Protestant  state,  the  same  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy  was  pursued ;  and  yet  he 
believed  that  there  was  not  a  more  moral 
or  religious  people  on  the  face  of  the  globe 
than  the  Dutch.  Having  mentioned  two 
Protestant,  he  would  also  mention  two 
Catholic  countries,  whose  example  he 
thought  Eneland  would  do  well  to  follow. 
In  France  the  universities  were  open  alike 
to  Protestants  and  Catholics ;  and  Pro- 
testant clergymen  were  actually  paid  by 
the  state  whenever  they  collected  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  persons  to  form  a  congre- 
gation ;  while  in  Austria,  so  total  an  ab- 
sence was  there  of  religious  distinction, 
that  Protestant  professors  were  appointed 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  college  of  Vienna, 
and  Protestant  clergymen  were,  as  in 
France,  supported  by  the  state.  And  yet 
the  Legislature  of  wealthy,  enlightened, 
and  civilised  England  was  called  upon  to 
discontinue  the  paltry  grant  of  8,000/.  a 
year  for  the  education  of  the  clergymen 
of  7,000,000  of  her  Majesty's  British  sub- 
jects I    He  granted  that  the  Roman  Ca- 


tholic clergy  of  Ireland  were  not  properly 
educated.  But  what  they  wanted  was 
more  money  to  enable  them  to  pay  emi- 
nent professors  according  to  their  talents 
and  acquirements,  and  to  enable  the  stu- 
dents to  remain  a  longer  time  in  the 
college,  and  thereby  pass  through  a  more 
enlightened  and  liberal  scale  of  study. 
Until  they  increased  the  grant  to  May* 
nooth  College  they  would  not  have  a  class 
of  clergymen  so  qualified  as  he  should 
wish,  and  as  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
ought  to  wish,  for  the  country.  Let  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  called  for  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  present  grant,  and  who  enter- 
tained such  bigotted  sentiments  upon  thin 
subject,  recollect,  that  in  Canada,  wheve 
much  discontent  prevailed,  a  large  portioa 
of  the  people  were  Roman  Catholics,  ee 
well  as  in  several  other  of  our  colonial 
settlements;  and,  recollecting  that  fact, 
let  them  ask  themselves  whether  the  alle- 
giance of  that  class  of  our  fellow-subjects 
was  likely  to  be  strengthened  by  the  ex- 
pression of  such  sentiments  in  that  House. 
He,  at  least,  felt  that  it  was  not.  The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  University 
of  Oxford  had  said  a  great  deal  upon  the 
subject  of  conscience ;  but  did  he  pie- 
tend  to  be  the  keeper  of  the  consciences 
of  the  country;  or  would  he  refuse  to 
John  Thorogood  the  liberty  of  refusing  to 
pay  church-rates,  because  he  conscien- 
tiously objected  to  support  a  Church  froai 
whose  doctrines  he  dissented?  In  bis 
(Mr.  Barron's)  opinion,  that  House  had 
no  right,  according  to  the  spirit  of  (he 
British  constitution,  to  bind  down  the 
consciences  of  the  people,  while  it  was 
their  duty  to  act  for -the  good  of  ihe 
people  generally  without  reference  to  reli- 
gious distinctions,  and  to  confer  the  same 
advantages  upon  all.  Hon.  Members 
should  not  forget,  either,  that  the  Univer. 
sities  of  this  country  were  founded  ori- 
ginally by  Roman  Catholics,  out  of  their 
private  fortunes  and  resources^  and  that 
to  have  deprived  them  of  all  participation 
in  the  benefits  arising  out  of  those  esteb. 
lishments  was  nothing  else  than  an  act  of 
spoliation  and  robbery  on  the  part  of  the 
ancestors  of  those  who  now  cried  oat 
against  the  miserable  pittance  extended 
by  the  State  for  the  support  of  the  Ronen 
Catholic  College  of  Maynooth. 

Sir  R.  Batesan  said,  that  the  College 
of  Maynooth  was  originally  instituted  for 
the  purpose  of  affi>rding  a  liberal  educa- 
tion to  Roman  Catholicsy  but  it  had  aif* 
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nally  failed  in  eCTecting  this  olijecty  and, 
therefore,  he,  feeling  this  to  be  the  case, 
should  support  the  bill  of  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Kilmarnock ;  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Member  would  follow  his  motion  np  by 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  education 
bestowed  at  Maynooth  College.  He  should 
be  sorry  to  say  anything  calculated  to 
give  offence  to  the  Roman  Catholic  priest- 
hood, but  he  could  not  help  saying  that, 
on  all  public  occasions,  that  body  of  men 
did  pursue  a  line  of  conduct  characterised 
by  the  most  unjustifiable  violence ;  and  as 
to  the  political  views  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic priests,  he  could  t)nly  say,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  they  were  all,  without 
exception,  repealers.  The  education  ob- 
tained at  Maynooth  College  kept  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergymen  in  a  base, 
bigoted,  and  degraded  state  of  mind,  and 
he  could  wish  to  see  that  system  rectified. 
He  had  voted  against  this  grant,  miserable 
as  the  noble  Lord  (Morpeth)  had  described 
it  to  be,  not  because  it  was  destined  for 
the  use  of  Roman  Catholics,  but  because 
it  was  misapplied.  What  Ireland  wanted 
at  present  was  a  firm,  impartial  Govern- 
ment, a  Government  which  would  enforce 
the  laws,  but  in  doing  so  woold  act  with 
mercy — a  Government  which  woold  show 
impartiality  in  its  politkal  appointments, 
and  which  would  not  bestow  office  accord- 
ing to  a  man's  relieion  or  politics.  If 
there  had  been  partiality  shown  before  the 
present  Government  came  into  office  by 
the  Tories,  that  partiality  had  increased 
len-fold  of  late,  and  it  was  to  that  evil  he 
attributed  a  great  portion  of  the  evils 
which  now  surrounded  the  Government  of 
that  country. 

Leave  given  to  bring  in  the  bill. 


HOUSE  OFCOMMONS, 
Wednesday,  March  3,  1841. 

MfNDTBg.]    BilU    Read  A  flnt  Ume :— Right  of  Voting. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Sir  R«  Piel,  Mr.  Htttton.  Mr. 
Plumptre,  Mr.  O.  Wood,  Mr.  RtUy,  CoIomI  Rswdoa, 
and  others,  from  Glasgow,  Kant,  Dablhi,  CliBhw.  Mao* 
Chester,  and  several  other  places.  In  fkvour  of  tfie  Copy- 
right of  Designs  Bill.— By  Mr.  C.  VUllen,  Mr.  OWwnw, 
and  others,  tram  Manchester,  and  other  plaeai,  agrinat 
the  Copyright  of  Designs  BUL^By  Mr.  Daniaos,  from 
several  places  In  Surrey,  for  Chureh  EgtanaioB.  Oy 
I^rd  Clements,  from  Kllcomer,  fhr  Lord  MofpalM,  «id 
^pOnst  Lord  Stanley's  Registratioo  BULp— By  Lord  Stan- 
ley, from  the  county  of  Cork,  and  from  the  Oraad  Jury 
of  the  county  of  Roscommon,  in  fkvour  of  Ma  BUI,  and 
against  any  aMefBtion  in  the  Qualiflcntkin.  -By  Lovd  Caa- 


UawghsftMitwoPirtiilBlM  iithnflity  cf  _ 
Cor  tha  Rapvl  of  tte  Att  of  Aanib  npditfi«  the  F^ 
tioiii«aof  thaChnvohof  8eottaia^i-]|yMk;IL  PftlaMr. 


COPTEIGHT  OF  DsilOHi.]  Mr*  Em§9^ 

son  Ttnnemi  rote  to  move  the  aeeood 
reading  of  the  Copyright  of  Detigna  BilL 
Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  opiaiiNi 
of  the  Government  was  in  favour  of  soom 
measure  being  paaied»  having  for  its  objeei 
the  extension  of  the  present  term  of  copy- 
right for  designs,  he  should  do  no  mora 
than  move  that  the  bill  which  he  had  had 
the  honour  to  introduce  be  now  read  m 
second  time. 

Mr.  WiUiami  had  been  a  member  oil 
the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject 
of  copyright  in  designs,  and  had  paid  the 
greatest  possible  attention  to  the  proceedr 
mgs  of  that  committee.  The  present  lav 
affecting  that  subject  had  been  in  exiateaMSi 
for  a  period  exceeding  fifty  years.  Tbeet 
was  no  branch  of  manufacture  in  thia 
country  that  had  been  more  proaperoua^ 
or  that  had  advanced  more  rapidly  Umw 
the  cotton  manufacture;  nor  was  tbtni 
perhaps  a  single  bnnch  of  manufaetim 
which  afforded  greater  profits  or  advws* 
tages  to  the  capitalist.  Tlitre  «aa  qol 
one  branch  of  our  maonfacUnts  in  iriiidi 
larger  fortunes  were  made,  or  in  wbieb 
greater  success  attended  the  applieatioo  of 
capital.  He  thought  that  before  so  giett 
a  change  was  proposed,  it  should  be  shown 
that  it  had  now  declined  in  prosperity. 
When  the  manufacture  was  in  iu  ioHsney, 
there  was  a  protection  of  two  moniba  ex- 
tended to  the  copyright.  An  applieatioo 
was  made  for  an  extension  of  too  term, 
and  the  Parliament  extended  the  period  to 
three  months.  As  a  proof  of  tno  extm- 
ordinary  progress  which  had  been  made 
by  this  branch  of  our  mannfoetnros,  he 
would  state  that  the  products  in  18QD 
amounted  to  32,800«000  yarda ;  in  1814t 
to  124,600»000  yards;  and  in  1830,  to 
347,400,000  yards.  Up  to  the  last  mmi- 
tioned  period  the  exact  quantitv  prodooed 
could  be  ascertained  bv  the  dnty,  wUcb 
was  then  levied  upon  the  eaiicois.  Ths 
trade  still  progressed  as  rapidly  as  at  any 
former  period.  The  smallest  sstimnta 
gave  420,000,000  yards,  or  3,000,000  of 
pieces  as  the  present  'produdioo  of  the 
trade.  As  so  large  an  amount  of  enpilal 
was  invested  in  this  trade,  thetvtdeMa 
which  bad  iiaen  given  bebro  the  conunii- 
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tee  by  gentlemen  who  were  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  matter  ought  to  be  carefully 
Weighed  before  the  House  ventured  ujpon 
the  change  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Belfast.  As  he  had  stated  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  the  cotton  trade  having  been 
the  means  of  increasing  the  wealth  of  the 
persons  belonging  to  it,  manv  of  them  had 
at  all  times  been  Members  of  that  House, 
and  had  been  looked  up  to  as  authorities 
on  the  commercial  affairs  of  the  country. 
They  were  persons  who  were  much  more 
likely  to  understand  the  real  interests  of 
the  trade  than  the  hon.  Member  for  Bel- 
fast, or  any  other  person  totally  unconnec- 
ted with  trade  of  any  kind.  If  those  in- 
dividuals had  thought  that  this  branch  of 
manufacture  would  have  been  benefitted 
by  the  extension  of  the  copyright,  and 
had  stated  their  opinions.  Parliament 
would  in  all  probability  have  adopted 
their  suggestion.  But  no  such  proposition 
had  been  made  during  a  period  of  fifty 
years,  with  the  exception  of  some  twenty 
years  ago,  when  a  bill  passed  the  House 
of  Commons,  without  inquiry,  and  was 
sent  up  to  the  House  of  Lords.  There  a 
committee  was  appointed,  and  the  result 
was  that  the  Lords  took  no  proceedings 
whatever  on  the  bill.  When  it  was  con- 
sidered that  the  object  for  effecting  this 
great  and  important  change  was,  that  a 
few  individuals,  and  a  very  few,  might  be 
enabled  to  sell  very  small  and  circum- 
scribed productions  at  a  higher  price,  and 
thereby  get  a  larger  profit,  he  thought  the 
House  would  hesitate  before  it  effected  so 
great  a  change.  What  was  the  properly 
in  respect  of  which  an  extension  of  the 
copyright  was  sought?  It  had  been  ad- 
mitted by  all  the  witnesses,  both  for  and 
against  the  measure,  that  the  patterns 
now  produced  were  taken  from  old  pat- 
terns, and  so  great  was  the  quantity  of 
patterns  produced  that  it  had  been  esti- 
mated the  number  produced  in  Manchester 
alone  amounted  to  />20,000  a  year.  It 
had  been  computed  that  30,000,000  of 
patterns  had  been  produced,  which  em- 
braced almost  every  object,  device  and 
form  which  the  imagination  of  man  or  the 
objects  of  natural  production  could  sug- 
gest. It  had  been  proved,  almost  without 
exception,  by  every  witness,  that  the  only 
resource  for  forming  new  and  original  pat- 
terns was  the  old  patterns.  The  late 
iKiroughrcevc  of  Manchester,  who  had 
been  thiity   years  in   the  trade,  and  pro- 


duced 3,000  patterns  every  yeat*,  had 
stated  to  the  committee  that  dutinghia 
experience  of  thirty  years  he  had  not  teen 
two  patterns  which  he  could  call  origitiil 
patterns.  It  was  stated  by  several  wit- 
nesses that  they  did  not  know  What  aft 
original  pattern  was,  or  whilt  a  copy  waa, 
so  intimately  interwoven  were  the  new 
patterns  with  the  ideas  taken  ftom  pat- 
terns formerly  in  existence.  If  the  change 
that  was  now  sought  to  be  made  werfe  ef- 
fected, it  would  inflict  a  most  siiVere  bl5w 
upon  an  important  branch  of  the  trade  of 
this  country,  and  would  give  a  g^eat  en- 
couragement to  persons  engaged  in  the 
same  trade  in  foreign  countries.  When 
so  many  branches  of  our  manufacliirea 
were  at  the  present  moment  in  a  state  of 
great  suffering,  and  this  being  a  branch 
that  was  peculiarly  exempt  from  that  aaf- 
fering,  it  ought  to  be  the  very  last  upon 
which  so  great  and  extensive  an  experiment 
should  be  made.  What  pretence  #«« 
there  for  making  so  great  a  change  at 
now  proposed  in  a  law  that  had  existed 
for  fifty  years,  upon  a  matter  which,  in 
reality,  was  everybody's  property,  and 
which  in  point  of  value  was  a  mere  nothing. 
Most  of  the  witnesses  for  and  against  the 
bill  stated  the  cost  of  the  patterns,  which 
it  appeared  averaged  from  5i,  tO  Ss.,  and 
their  expense  was  only  id.  to  |(f.  pe^ 
piece.  One  gentleman,  a  very  imali  nro- 
ducer,  who  was  principally  emploted  In 
copying  French  patterns,  stated  that  He 
paid  25s.,  and  that  was  the  hiriiM  MlA 
known  to  have  been  paid,  now,  flbr 
things  of  so  little  value  m  themielvet,  and 
which  were  not  original  conceptions,  he 
contended  it  was  quite  annecessary  to  itt* 
troduce  so  great  a  change.  One  Of  the 
first  consequences  of  the  bill  would  lie, 
that  it  would  produce  endless  litigation. 
Under  the  law,  as  it  now  stood,  there  were 
means  of  redress  for  persons  sufTering  from 
infringements  of  their  copyright,  either  by 
an  action  at  law  to  recover  damages,  or 
by  proceedings  in  a  court  of  eqnity. 
During  fifty  years  only  one  action  at  la# 
had  been  commenced,  and  there  had  been 
only  one  proceeding  in  the  court  of  equity. 
He  would  presently  state  What  was  the 
result  of  the  latter  proceeding.  But  the 
impossibility,  as  it  had  been  stated  by 
most  of  the  witnesses,  of  ascertaining  what 
a  cony  was,  or  to  whom  the  patterns 
called  original  belonged,  woald  throw  so 
many  difticulties  In  the  way  of  proceeding 
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in  the  trade,  add  woald  oeeuion  lo  much 
liligatioD,  Bs  to  create  the  most  detri- 
DienUl  cantequencei  to  the  g;eneral  cha- 
ractai  of  the  tiwle.  One  gontleiiuin  who 
wai  brangfat  before  the  cooiitiillee  u  me 
of  the  principal  witneitea  ia  favour  of 
the  bill,  hiving  lome  pattema  ahown  to 
him,  »ai  Biked, 


Now,  he  ahould  like  to  know,  if  auch  b 
statement  as  th it  could  berosdeby  a  prac- 
tical man,  how  it  wbi  poiiible  for  an  ordi- 
nary man  to  tell  a  copy  from  an  original. 
Having  other  patterns  shown  to  him,  (he 
witneia  was  ailted, 

"  Should  you  lay  that  one  of  these  iiacapy 
of  the  olhei?"  (Hia  answer  was),  "They  are 
bolh  taken  from  the  same  designs :  but  I  think 
It  hardly  a  Tair  questioD  to  require  ne  lo  give 
an  opinion  upon,  becsuse  [  know,  if  iht  two 
were  put  together,  one  pwson  may  give  an 
opinion  oue  way,  sod  another  person  another 
way." 

Another  geotlemao,  Mr.  Lee,  a  magis- 
trate of  Manchester,  who  ptodneed  an* 
nually  700,000  pieces,  meaiaring  tipwaidt 
of  11,000  milea,  slated  that  be  aid  not 
know  what  a  copy  was;  that  the  trade 
did  not  know  it,  and  waited  to  be  informed 
on  that  point.  Another  gen  I  la  man,  Mr.  Ker- 
shaw, whose  prodnCtiona  araonntoi  to  one 
million  orplecei  a  year,  and  who  is  a  gen- 
ilemai)  of  high  respect  ability,  and  a  biagis' 
trale  of  Manchester,  expressed  an  Opinion 
precisely  in  accordance  with  iha  Opinion 
of  Mr.  hee.  Mr.  Ross,  a  practical  dtsigiier, 
and  one  of  the  best  description  of  calico* 
printers,  expressed  a  sitnilar  opinion,  and 
he  furiher  staled  that  there  was  Very  little 
real  originality  exiiling  in  patterns.  Now, 
alihougti  there  was  a  law  that  gave  thrae 
months'  protection  to  those  patterns,  nt 
the  producers  of  designs  had  never  a*aiiM} 
themselves  of  that  protection,  and  they 
had  staled  in  tbrir  evidence  that  they  b«- 
lieved  the  majority  of  those  ponons  on. 


iiDw  obultt  fix  Ibcmt  It  WH  t  tUM  i«t 
marittUe  oimtnttUKei  (hit  lb«  gMUU* 
tnoi  who  wme  oppoMd  ta  tkii  mmmw- 
tvro  of  thfltn  at  least  attt*,  thtt  diay  Mm 
cojded  any  tttn'»  auUn  io  thM  Uvh; 
and  biiather  auiea,  that  hft  bid  (wvtf 
copied  any  pattern  bafive  tba  lertn  of  tM 
copyright  had  aiipired,  lad  «r«n  ihAi.  Ml 
one  in  a  hundred.  And  yet  many  of  tboM 
gentlemen  who  were  In  CivtHir  of  tbo  u* 
tension  of  tha  copyright  were  »py1aU«r 
French  patterns,  what  did  the  geitl»i 
men  whose  evhieoce  be  bad  reflHred  W 
say,  as  to  the  eatent  of  copying  whiob  nmr 
existed?  Tbe  tight  hon.  Baionei,  the 
Member  for  Tamwortb,  had  presented  i 
petition  from  tbe  Chamber  of  Coamerai 
in  Gle^w.  A  gentleuiM  wu  extalMd 
belbre  the  Cobittlttee  of  the  Hmee  Of 
Comnons,  who  he  believed  tral  one  of  thq 
lar^t  oalico-j^rintera  tn^Qlajyow,  And  k 
big 


irgest  oalico-nnn  ^     ■  ■ 

ligfaly  respectaoU  man  (Mr.  Galbneitb)* 
He  prudoeed  300,000  pieoea  a  year  lireH 
hia  own  pnttama,  and  in  ensw*r  to  m  qaae* 
tioB,  he  aaid, 
"  Ido  notknowthatlenrkoewuirof  Bf 

Kttems  copiad.    I  hare  seen  nonSf  bnt  have 
krd  of  one  or  two." 

Now,  thto  WIS  pretty  Mfoof  erldnuw 
that  Scotland,  at  aitv  rat«,  wtti  tiatttt  M^ 
llrely  exetnpt  from  tnlt  ayslem  bf  .eopynt| 
whicli  it  was  the  object  of  the  btJI  td  pat 
a  stop  to.  Another  gentleman,  who  wta 
one  of  the  principal  wittaeisea  to  hvon¥  of 
the  mMiHre  (Mr.  LookcH)  Matad,  tfiet 
there  was  in  general  ntt  tdMflt^e  A' 
oopying  (ninii.  He  said  that  he  engriMd 
fifty  patterns  a  week,  and  that  be  eoiiUf 
only  mention  one  insuntie  of  iboae  paib* 
tenia  haviag  been  eopied.  Thatgmll^ 
man  also  made  tbe  fallowiig  lemifkabi* 
statement  in  hia  e* tdeuee ;  be  aiM  ibM   ■ 
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the 
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this  before  them,  to  disprove  thi)  existence 

of  any  ektenslva  ayatea  of  copying  Mtch 

ilico  printing  trade  had  '  aa  coald  lie  rnjnrions  to  tba  trllln  "'fi' 


never  protected  their  pallems.  And  why  T 
They  slsttd  distinctly  that  they  coosidend 
a  moderate  profit  to  be  the  best  protection 
tlicy  could  have.  It  was  alao  toe  opinion 
of  those  gentlemen  that  those  who  loiigfat 
incifBsed  protection  could  have  no  othar 
otijeci  in  view  biit  an  increaae  of  profit* 
and  the  sale  of  their  prodnrtioBi  to  tbe 
puMio  at  a  higher  pice  then  tbay  cOMid 


i^,  too,  from  partiea  who  were  ftMaiabb 
to  an  extended  ct^yilffatt  be  Iwptd  tkttf 
wonid  pease  before  tbey  eUMionetf  lb* 
bill.  It  van  tbe  opiniob  of  these  fenlle* 
men  who  were  anfavourlUe  to  tUe  pMring 
of  the  aaeasure,  thkt  if  it  were  to  be  a»- 
fbroed  there  woeld  be  lo  e«d  to  litigltiOB» . 
Mr.  Kooi  an  anloent  ChaiMeiy  b«nWir» 
was  one  of  tbe  parttee  eilUimt.    Hi 
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lUted  that  on  the  tingle  occuiod  in  whtcli 
proceedings  in  Chanceiy  were  instiluled, 
to  obtain  redreis  for  tlie  copjing  of  a 
pattern,  Lord  Chancellor  Lyndhurst  said, 
whtn  the  cop;  and  original  pattern  were 
■bown  to  him,  that  he  could  see  no  dif- 
ference between  them,  and  that  he 
'  'ie  which  w( 
original.  Mr.  Koe  alio  itated  that  the 
proceeding!  in  Chancery  in  luch  a  cbk 
were  these: — a  bill  was  filed  and  the  an- 
swer put  in,  and  in  about  two  years  after 
the  cause  would  be  heard.  On  being 
asked, 

*  Why  do  you  say  two  years  f "  (he  answered), 
"  Because  it  was  about  two  years,  iccordiog  lo 
the  present  aUte  of  proceedings  in  Chancery, 
after  a  cause  was  set  down  to  be  heard  befbie  it 
could  be  brought  on  for  a  hearing  ;  then  upon 
the  hearicg  of  the  cause,  reference  waa  made 
to  the  master  to  take  an  account.  That  might 
be  much  contested  in  tlie  master's  office,  or  it 
might  be  twelTe  or  eighteen  months  before  the 
■ccount  coald  betaken.  When  the  accounlliad 
been  taken,  then  the  cause  was  lo  be  let  down 
to  be  heard  again,  and  it  might  be  a  year  or  a 
year  and  a  half,  before  it  could  be  heard  a  se- 
cond time.  All  this  was  independent  of  any 
proceedings  that  might  be  taken  in  case  the 
parlies  iliould  be  dissatisfied  with  the  manner 
in  which  the  accoant  in  the  master's  office 
h^  been  taken ;  for  if  esceptions  were  taken, 
that  would  delay  the  ultimate  period  in  which 
the   party   claiming  the  pattern  could   obtain 

Another  question  was  aiked  Mr.  Koe :  — 
"  Do  you  think  it  is  a  just  slate  of  the  law, 
that  parties  cannot  resort  lo  law  on  account  of 
the  emreme  difficulties  which  lie  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  justice?'*  (TIte  answer  was),  "1 
think  it  is  most  unjust,  and  a  great  reproach  to 
the  Legiilatnre."  (He  was  s«ked),  "  Do  you 
think  it  an  expedient  course  for  this  committee 
to  recommend  that  causes  should  t>e  restricted 
to  Iocs)  courts  in  cases  arising  out  of  the  law 
of  copyright  respecting  priniing  calicoes  ?" 
(He  replied),  "  1  think,  with  great  deference 
to  the  eommitlee,  that  it  is  their  duly  when 
conferring  a  right  on  parties  lo  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  tribunal  existing  was  adapted  lo  pro- 
tect that  right." 

The  stme  witneu  also  auted,  that  in  his 
opinion,  the  courts  of  law  and  equity 
were  not  to  constituted  as  lo  eive  an  ade- 
quate remedy  in  suits  where  the  matter  in 
ditpule  was  of  small  amouDl.  He  would 
just  read  to  the  House  one  more  docu- 
ment. It  was  a  tetter  from  the  attorney 
engaged  in  the  only  Chancery  suit  that 
had  been  inatilutcd  respecting  copyright 
in  designs.  The  lion.  Memt»t  read  the 
following  letter  : — 


i&NckHer,  31st  Hanb,  lUO. 
Dear  Sir — In  respect  to  your  inqutiy  aa  to 
ihecBie  in  Chaccem  of  'Sheriffs,  Ca«t« 
and  Glendinning,'  t  beg  to  refer  joa  to  tha 
report  of  that  case  in  1  Russell  and  HvIm^ 
1S9,  whan  ii  was  heard  before  IIm  Laid 
Chancellor  Lyndbont,  and  as  tha  stdicilar  far 
the  defendanis,  I  atiended  the  argunnil,  I 


home.    It  had  prenouily  been  heard  I 

the  V  ice-Chancellor,  who  continued  tbe  i^ 
junction,  and  Ihe  Lord  Chancellor  diraelad  aa 
issue.  My  clients  were  weaiied  out  by  Ihmm 
heaTy  proceedings,  and  paid  a  anm  of  woay 
to  put  an  end  to  litigation  on  ao  woTthlMi  ft 
subject,  though  I  had  a  very  strong  ophuoa, 
that  I  could  eslablish  by  clear  eridenMi  Ibal 
the  pattern  was  not  an  original  inTenlioa.  I 
think  there  ware  five  separata  bills  for  injon^ 


terns  of  rery  worthless  and  fugitift 
Sir  Charlai  WetbereU  rery  tiuly  < 
them  10  be.  The  Lord  Chancellor  osUad 
them  very  ugly,  and  I  think  My  witniaai 
stated,  that  they  were  not  worth  lOi.  aaA. 
The  bottled  fly,  I  think  it  was  eallad,  was 
stated  to  be  something  like  fifty  yaara  oM,  bM 
trimmed  up  a  little  and  called  a  ntw  paltara, 
though  as  old  aa  any  in  the  trade.  You  koDW 
very  well  what  Chancery  proceedinga  ttn  i 
ihe  machinery  of  that  honourabla  Court  in  M* 
cumbersome  for  the  discussion  of  ingiliea  pau 
terns,  value  30s.  or  anything  like  it.  Mj 
cbents'  expanses  were  near  90W.  in  this  aAfr, 
and  I  think  the  other  side  most  !»*•  aapwJirf 
nearly  as  much.  The  bestring  betoM  Laid 
Lyndhurst  was  in  January,  1B90. 

"I  remain,  dear  Sir,  youia  Ifulj, 

"  Gtoaoa  IUmuB>    , 
"  To    Thomas    Wheeler,    Caq.,   aoUdui^ 
Manchester." 

He  thought,  that  aa  the  pMtltin  ftv 
infringing  copyrights  under  the  bill  |w»>. 
poted  by  the  hon.  Member  foi  Pnlliwt. 
were  intended  to  be  aa  stringent  U  iboM 
impoaed  by  the  pteient  law,  tb*  HaM» 
would  perceire,  ihat  to  lake  auj  naMBM, 
that  would  lead  to  increaied  litiptiiM, 
under  the  circumatancea  tuch  aa  Mr. 
Koe  and  this  respectable  aolicilor  kad 
described ,  would  be  moit  injorioiu  lo  Iba 
trade.  It  wat  important,  alao,  that  iba 
House  should  bear  in  mind,  tltat  alwiat 
without  exception,  the  wiineaaet  eaaatwA 
before  the  committee,  whether  bTS«i*y« 
or  adverse  to  the  bill,  admiitad,  that  lh« 
practice  of  copying  original  patlaraa  had 
greatly  diroiniabed,  and  waa  itill  diBtaM^ 
ing,  although  many  of  tbem  denied,  thai 
there  wat  any  real  property  in  ih*  patlBim 
ao  copied.  Ont^  one  wiineaa  eianUMd 
before  the  committee  aiated  lliera  waa  uy: 
great  grievance  io  tbii  caie,  and  ibal  ■■•_ 
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a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Stirlingy  who 
was  the  manager  of  the  cotton  printing 
concern  of  the  firm  of  Henry  and  Co.,  of 
Dublin.  He  complained  of  their  pat* 
terns  being  very  extensively  copied ;  but 
he  stated,  that  Mr.  Henry  had  been  en- 
gaged in  business  for  twenty  years ;  that 
during  the  first  ten  years  nearly  the  whole 
of  his  business  was  carried  on  by  copying 
the  patterns  of  other  persons  ;  but  he  had 
adopted  during  the  last  ten  years  the  op« 
posite  system  of  producing  his  own  ori- 
ginal patterns ;  yet,  although  that  gentle- 
man stated,  that  he  got  his  engravings  of 
those  copied  patterns  done  for  51. ,  whilst 
the  original  proprietor  of  the  patterns  paid 
10/.,  yet  he  had  abandoned  copying  alto- 
gether, although  no  man  ever  charged 
him  with  having  done  what  was  wrong  in 
copying  the  patterns  as  the  act  did  not 
extend  to  Ireland.  He  stated,  that  when 
they  copied  the  patterns  the^  sold  them 
at  40s.  a-piece,  or  half  the  price  obtained 
by  the  original  producer,  and  yet  they 
got  at  least  20s.  profit.  He  thought  this 
gentleman,  at  least,  had  very  good  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  present  law. 
Those  who  were  seeking  this  extension 
were  only  actuated  by  cupidity,  and  by  t 
desire  to  get  larger  profits.  A  great  num- 
ber of  pamphlets  had  appears  on  this 
subject.  The  very  individuals  who 
had  denounced  the 'present  system  as 
piracy  and  robbery,  acknowledge  that  they 
themselves  had  been  in  the  habit  of  copy- 
ing French  patterns.  He  saw  no  suffi- 
cient reason  for  making  any  change  in  the 
existing  law,  where  so  many  great  inter- 
eits  were  at  stake,  in  order  to  satisfy  the 
cupidity  of  any  parties.  Piracy,  robbery, 
and  he  knew  not  how  many  other  hard 
names  had  been  employed  upon  the  sub- 
ject, but  Mr.  Potter  had  admitted  in  his 
evidence  that  he  had  himself  written  law- 
yer's letters  to  di0erent  parties,  as  if  for 
the  protection  of  his  own  designs,  when  he 
had  himself  only  copied  French  patterns. 
It  was  a  common  custom  for  parties  to  re* 
ceive  patterns  from  abroad,  to  copy  them^ 
and  then  to  use  and  claim  them  as  their 
own  invention  and  property.  But  the  most 
important  consideration  was  the  disastrous 
effect  which  a  change  of  the  law  would 
produce  upon  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
country.  A  German  merchant  had  stated 
to  the  committee  that  tlie  extension  of  the 
present  term  of  copyright  would  operate 
entirely  in  favour  of  rival  countries ;  ano- 
ther foreign  merchant  had  given  evidence 
VOL.LVI.    {2^} 


that  such  an  alteration  of  the  law  woold 
benefit  every  produce  countrv  but  Great 
Britain.  Mr.  Lucas,  one  of  the  largest 
exporters,  had  stated,  that  if  copyright 
were  to  be  extended,  he  should  not  ven- 
tnre  to  execute  any  orders,  but  would  at 
once  give  np  the  trade.  Others  had  ex« 
pressed  their  belief  that  it  would  create 
high  prices— lessen  the  employment  of 
engravers — but,  above  all,  be  most  se- 
riously injurious  to  the  foreign  trade  of 
this  country.  The  House  ought  to  advert 
to  the  fact  that  manufocturers  were  at  this 
moment  making  most  rapid  advances  in 
France,  Belgium,  Prussia,  Germany,  Rus- 
sia, and  the  United  States ;  in  many  arti- 
cles they  were  able  to  compete  with,  and 
in  several  to  undersell  us.  Into  France, 
Belgium,  and  Prussia  our  most  improvttl 
machinery  was  introduced,  and,  from  the 
advantages  the^  possessed  of  lower  wages, 
cheaper  provisions,  and  lighter  taxation, 
the  time  mi|;ht  not  be  very  distant  whea 
Great  Britain  would  be  exposed  to  a  most 
desperate  struggle  for  superiority.  Several 
competent  witnesses  had  stated,  that,  if 
this  bill  passed,  and  its  provisions  wera 
carried  into  effect,  patterns  of  tbagrtateat 
beanty  and  merit  would  be  copied  by  fo» 
reip;n  countries,  while  they  could  not  be 
imitated  here ;  and  encouragement  would 
be  afforded  to  foreign  manufactures,  to 
the  depreuion  of  our  own.  He  trusted, 
that  wnat  he  had  already  said  would  be 
sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to  pause 
before  it  adopted  the  measure  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Belfast.  He  was  in  posses- 
sion of  documents  which  showed  tlia 
alarming  progress  of  this  trade  in  the 
Unhed  States.  Twenty-five  years  ago  it 
was  unknown,  and  yet  in  1839,  not  fewer 
than  100,000,000  of  yards  of  calico  had 
been  printed,  of  the  value  of  U  millions 
steriing.  Not  bug  since,  the  United  States 
were  supplied  exclusively  from  Uiis  ooun* 
try,  but  of  late  the  export  trade  to  that 
part  of  the  world  had  been  so  reduced, 
that  in  1839  it  consisted  of  only  between 
800,000  and  900>000  pieces.  TVue  it  was 
that  schools  of  design  had  recently  been 
established  in  this  country,  but  Uiat  course 
ought  to  have  been  pursued  long  ago,  and 
had  it  been  pursued,  he  was  confideni 
that  we  should  in  no  respect  have  been  be* 
hind  France*  In  the  mk  trade  Uiere  w^^ 
not  less  than  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  nijj^ 
patterns  in  the  year,  and  yet  it  was.,r^j 
markable  that  not  twenty  designs  had  ^V| 
registered  under  Lord  Sydenham's  acCt 
2T 
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Feeling  a  perfect  conviction  that  the  bill 
upon  the  Table  would  be  most  injurious  to 
some  of  the  most  important  interests  of  the 
country,  he  should  move  as  an  amendment 
that  it  be  read  a  second  time  on  that  day 
six  months. 

Mr.  Shell  had  been  on  the  committee 
upon  this  subject,  and  it  appeared  to  him 
that  the  difficulty  attending  the  measure 
would  be  almost  immeasurable^  so  far  as 
the  calico  trade  was  concerned.  He  made 
this  observation  as  to  the  calico  trade,  be- 
cause he  was  free  to  confess  that  as  to 
other  trades — for  example,  the  paper-hang- 
ing trade — he  thought  there  would  be 
less  embarrassment.  In  the  latter  case  the 
value  of  the  copyright  would  be  greater  ; 
for  the  sale  of  paper  was  slower,  and  conse- 
quently the  sale  of  the  pattern  was  of  longer 
duration.  It  was  only  in  design  that 
France  surpassed  us  in  paper-staining; 
and  if  we  could  improve  design  by  an  ex- 
tension of  copyright,  he,  for  one,  had  no 
doubt  that  it  would  not  be  long  before 
French  pa]ier  would  be  excluded  from  this 
country.  Another  consideration  with  re- 
gard to  copyright  in  paper-staining  was, 
that  there  appeared  to  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  evidence  u|K>n  that  branrh 
of  the  subject ;  before  the  committee  no 
person  interested  in  the  trade  came  for- 
ward to  give  evidence  against  the  exten- 
sion of  copyright  in  paper-staining.  He 
could  not  say,  that  this  was  the  case  with 
respect  to  the  calico  trade,  for  with  respect 
to  the  extension  of  the  copyright  in  that 
trade,  certainly  very  considerable  difTerences 
existed.  The  Scotch  printers  seemed  to  be 
almost  unanimous  in  their  opinion  as  to 
the  propriety  of  extending  the  copyright. 
There  were  67  printers  in  Scotland ;  of 
these  he  believed  64  were  originally  in  fa- 
vour of  extension,  and  he  hati  heard  that 
now  the  entire  body  of  Scotch  printers 
were  in  its  favour.  He  believed  also  that 
the  printing  tnulc  in  Ireland  were  chiefly 
in  favour  of  an  extended  copyright,  and 
that  the  two  principal  munufiu-turers,  Mr. 
Dufly  and  Mr.  lionry,  whose  patterns 
were  generally  usetl,  were  very  anxious 
for  such  a  measure.  But  in  Manchester 
the  difference  of  opinion  amounted  to  an 
excitement,  and  both  the  hon.  Members 
for  that  place  were  opposed  to  an  exten- 
sion. One  of  them  had  made  a  si)eech 
upon  the  subject,  which  he  thought  had 
made  a  deep  impression.  And  was  it  won- 
derful, under  the  circumstancrs,  that  those 
who  hiul  nothing  but  the  ))nb]ic  gocKl  at 
heart,    and   could    not  participate   in   the 


feelings  of  the  witnesses  before  the  eom« 
mittee,  should  experience  difficulty  in  or* 
riving  at  a  conclusion  ?  Of  the  oommittoe 
themselves,  six  were  for  not  reporting  at 
all,  and  six  were  in  favour  of  reportm^ 
but  the  chairman  gave  his  casting  vote  m 
favour  of  the  principle  that  the  copyright 
should  be  extended.  Therefore  the  hon. 
Member  for  Belfast  (Mr.  E.  Tennent). 
w*ho  deserved  the  highest  credit  for  the 
ability  and  sagacity  he  had  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  subject,  could  not  say,  that,  ip 
extending  the  copyright  for  twelve  months 
to  the  calico  trade,  they  would  be  justified 
by  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  was 
insisted  by  the  advocates  of  copyright  that 
most  of  the  arguments  against  an  extensioa 
were  in  truth  applicable  to  the  principle  of 
copyright  itself,  and  it  was  askea— was  the 
period  of  copyright  adeauatc  to  its  pur- 
poses }  Were  three  months  adequate  ?  A 
beautiful  pattern  was  produced  at  great 
cost — ten  or  twelve  copyists  were  lying  in 
wait  until  the  period  of  three  mon&ishad 
expiretl — and  then,  without  any  expense^ 
without  paying  one  farthing  for  the  origi- 
nal^ design,  and  without  risk, — for  they 
waited  for  tlie  tlirce  months  to  elapse,'— thcj 
took  the  original  design,  and  deluged  the 
market  with  pattiirns  unskilfully  executed, 
and  probably  printrd  on  a  fabrie  of  an  in* 
ferior  quality.  What  was  the  result^ 
>y hy,  that  men  would  not  apply  their  ahi- 
lities  to  tlic  production  of  designs,  and  dnu 
the  public  taste  was  vitiated.  It  was  mM 
on  the  other  hand,  that  if  the  arti  ifOM 
made  the  auxiliaries  to  comniereeb  wa 
should  very  soon  be  able  to  compett 
France,  and  he  had  no  doubt  of  it. 
the  French  could  not,  after  all,  eos  ,  __ 
with  us  in  our  manufactures,  for  in  1899^ 
whilst  they  exported  only  34 ,000,000  ]rMfa 
of  printed  and  not  printed  goods^  wn  a» 
ported  of  cotton  goods,  without  distinguish- 
ing prints,  751,000,000  yards;  and  af 
printed  goods  upwards  of  300,000^000 
yanls ;  in  the  same  period  the  Gemam  as* 
ported  52,000,000  yards.  Here  then  wm 
a  great  and  prosperous  trade  }  and  why 
change  the  system,  it  might  be  asked,  nn« 
der  which  such  pru«|x?rity  had  existed  ?  U 
was  then  s;iid,  that  with  respect  to  the  ad* 
vantages  the  French  cnjoynl,  it  was  nal 
from  the  law  of  copyriJrit  that  the  puhlie 
taste  was  derived,  and  they  could  not  enact 
taste  by  act  of  Parliament.  It  was  only  1y 
the  institution  of  schools  of  design  tha^ 
th  y  could  cultivate  the  public  taste  and 
pr(Nluci'  a  finer  pi^rreption  of  what 
beautiful.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
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suggested  to  the  hon.  Member  for  BeUkit, 
that  the  word  '*  imitate"  in  one  of  the 
claases  of  his  bill  should  be  struck  out,  as 
being  a  perilous  word.  There  was  an- 
other matter  to  which  he  would  draw  the 
attention  of  the  hon.  Gentleman.  In 
other  acts  of  Parliament^  in  the  34  George 
drd.«  passed  in  1787^  and  in  Lord  Syden- 
ham's act,  there  was  a  proviso  that  the  in- 
nocent retailer  should  not  be  subjected  to  a 
penalty.  In  this  respect  he  hoped  the  hon. 
Gentleman  would  at  once  see  that  his  bill 
should  undergo  nn  alteration*  At  present 
there  were  no  less  than  five  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  copyrif^ht,  this  would  be  the 
sixth,  and  it  would  save  much  expense  and 
uncertainty  if  they  were  all  condensed  into 
one.  If  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast  would 
accept  his  services  in  consolidating  these 
six  measures  into  one,  he  would  willingly 
give  him  all  the  assistance  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Greg  thought  that  upon  the  whole, 
the  proposed  bill  would  be  productive  of  a 
greater  amount  of  mischief  than  of  benefit, 
lie  came  to  that  conclusion  upon  general 
grounds,  and  from  a  firm  conviction  that 
protection  and  restriction  were  mischievous 
to  the  community  at  large,  and  were  rarely 
advantageous  to  the  individuals  who  were 
fenced  in  by  them.  Of  a  hundred  inven* 
tions  in  the  cotton  trae,  there  were  not  half 
a  dozen  original.  The  fact  was.  that  the  law 
held  out  a  protection  which  it  could  not 
give.  The  protection  given  to  those  who 
had  taken  out  patents  for  mechanical  in- 
ventions was  this :— *'  if  you  have  a  good 
thing  keep  it  yourself,  make  a  good  and  a 
cheap  article,  and  you  will  establish  a  sale 
for  it."  That  conduct  would  get  the 
manufacturer  a  price  which  no  protection 
of  the  law  could  give  him.  The  extension 
of  copyright  sought  to  be  established  by 
the  bill  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Belfast, 
would  be  productive  of  mischief  to  the 
calico  trade  at  large,  and  particularly  to 
the  trade  of  that  place  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent  (Manchester).  Here 
he  would  observe  that  four-fifths  of  the 
manufacturers  in  Manchester  and  its 
neighbourhood  were  opposed  to  an  exten- 
sion of  the  copyright,  and  four-fifths,  if 
not  five-sixths,  of  the  whole  of  the  calico 
in  the  country  was  printed  in  that  district. 
Under  the  present  snort  copyright  of  three 
months  a  good  article  was  produced  with 
despatch,  at  a  moderate  price,  the  copv ist« 
as  the  Vice-president  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  observed,  waiting  for  the  expintioa 
of  the  three  months,  before  he  isioed  hit 


copies.  This  was  one  effect  of  a  tbott 
term;  but  extend  It  for  twelve  mouthy 
and  the  printer,  insteid  of  providing  for 
despatch,  and  a  moderate  prieei  would 
depend  on  the  law  for  his  protection,  and 
pay  no  regard  to  despatch  and  the  lowneti 
of  price.  The  conse<|aence  would  be  aa 
amazing  amount  of  litigation.  Almost  all 
the  calico  printen  were  copyists,  and 
drew  more  or  lest  on  the  invention  of 
others.  Nearly  all  the  hooaes  had  agents 
m  France,  who,  from  time  to  time,  sent 
over  the  new  patterns  that  came  out.  Ho 
imagined  a  hundred  printers  engaged  ia 
copying  the  same  identical  patterns— >somo 
making  fac  ttmt^t,  others  varying  them 
this  way  or  that  way,  and  all  these  would 
be  protected  by  a  twelvemonth's  copy- 
right !  Orders  came  from  every  quarter 
of  the  world  for  patterns  lo  be  priatad  off, 
and  how  was  the  merchant  to  know# 
through  the  medium  of  a  socret  regis- 
ter, who  was  the  original  inventor  of 
those  patterns  ?  And  if  be  were  not  aMe 
to  ascertain  that  immediately,  he  might 
not  be  able  to  execute  the  order  in  time 
for  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  which  was 
to  convey  the  pieces;  No  one  an- 
gaged  in  the  enpoH  trade  could  dowbl 
the  competitk>n  of  the  manufaotorsia 
of  foreign  countries,  and  no  one  who 
had  read  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Bowring, 
cottld  have  the  slightast  doubt  of  the  mi« 
portance  of  the  competitioa.  It  was  shown, 
that  in  the  Prassian  league,  no  less  than 
70,000  ewt.  of  cotton  goods  mort  than 
was  imported,  was  exported  to  foreign 
countries ;  and  three-fourths  of  the  nana- 
factures  of  Switiarlaod,  were  exported  to 
foreign  coaatries.  In  every  kind  of  goods 
into  which  much  labour  entered,  we  met 
with  the  most  fatal  eompetition,  of  a 
nature  which  was  constantly  increasing. 
Two  years  ago  he  knew  that  GermaB  do* 
signs  were  sent  to  be  executed  io  Man- 
Chester;  and  as  they  required  muob  la* 
hour,  they  oould  not  be  executed  aader 
2i.  6d.  a  pieca ;  the  conseqaenca  was,  thai 
the  goods  were  sent  to  Switzerland  to  ba 
dyed,  and  they  were  returned  to  Man« 
Chester  for  shipment  to  America.  Now» 
if  the  time  for  the  copyright  were  ax« 
tended,  there  would  be  an  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  yam  sent  to  Oermaoy  and 
Swiixerland  to  ba  dyed,  and  of  patterns  to 
be  executed,  which  wonld  then  have  to  ba. 
brought  back  for  exportation.  The  usit 
crease  wonU  operate  as  a  prohibition,  an4' 
the  effect  of  ail 
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cbievous  as  it  was  certain  and  foreseen. 
Who  was  to  decide  on  what  was  a  copy^ 
or  an  imitation  ?  Was  it  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor who  was  to  be  the  judge  of  what 
was  a  copy  or  not  ?  If  they  struck  out, 
as  had  been  suggested,  the  word  *'  imita- 
tion,'* they  would  get  rid  of  the  effect  of 
the  prohibition  on  the  copy,  for  an  imita- 
tion was  a  copy ;  it  was  not  a  mere  fac- 
simile for  which  they  wanted  protection. 
Who,  then,  was  to  say  what  was  an  imi- 
tation? How  could  a  common  jury,  un- 
connected with  the  cotton  trade,  decide  the 
question  }  The  difficulty  would  be  im- 
mense. The  manufacturers  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland  were  in  favour  of  the  altera- 
tion ;  but  the  manufacturers  of  Lancashire, 
the  seat  of  four- fifths  of  the  trade,  though 
divided,  had,  he  believed,  a  majority 
against  it.  After  having  given  the  subject 
the  closest  consideration — after  having 
conversed  with  a  vast  number  of  persons, 
who  were  best  acquainted  with  it,  he  still 
retained  the  impression  on  his  mind,  which 
he  communicated,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
that  the  community  at  large,  would  be 
more  materially  injured  than  a  few  indi- 
viduals could  possibly  be  benefitted  by 
this  bill. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  believed,  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  last  Session,  which  had  in- 
quired into  this  subject,  had  been  ap- 
pointed at  his  own  suggestion.  He  had 
attended  that  committee  certainly  with  no 
prepossession  in  favour  of  an  extension  of 
the  term  of  copyright,  for  he  had  feared 
that  any  change  might  be  injurious  to  our 
manufactures,  which  were  decidedly  in  a 
state  of  prosperity,  and  of  increasing  pros- 
perity ;  and  if  his  opinions  had  undergone 
any  change,  it  was  in  consequence  of  the 
evidence  given  before  that  committee.  It 
was  not  the  question  now  whether  there 
should  be  uny  copyright  or  not.  The  law 
had  decided,  that  there  should  be  given  n 
protection  for  three  months,  but,  in  point 
of  fact,  that  protection  had  been  found  to 
be  inefficient,  and  if  it  were  right  to  give 
a  protection  at  all,  it  was  evidently  right 
that  protection  should  be  such  as  would 
produce  some  solid  advantage  to  the  par- 
ties. On  account  of  the  shortness  of  the 
duration  of  the  privilege,  and  the  delay 
and  expense  of  defending  it,  the  three 
months'  protection  was  merely  nominal, 
lie  did  not  deny  that  there  were  conflict- 
ing opinions,  which  it  would  be  well  to 
regard,  when  tliey  came  to  weigh  the  ex- 


tent to  which  the  protection  should  bt 
increased  ;  but  with  regard  to  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  he  thought  that  SQch 
a  just  claim  for  additional  proteclioB  of 
some  kind  or  other  had  been  made  ont, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  refuse  asaeot  to 
the  present  step.  In  the  evidence  takea 
before  U)e  committee,  Mr.  Schwabe,  a 
gentleman  resident  in  Manchester,  mad 
engaged  in  calico  printing,  said,  that  he 
drew  between  2,000  and  3,000  patterns  in 
a  year,  of  which  he  selected  about  500 
patterns.  Mr.  £.  Potter  made  the  same 
number  of  designs,  of  which  250  were  en- 
graved, and  300  cut  in  blocks.  Mr. 
Brooks,  out  of  a  like  number  of  dedgns^ 
had  only  from  400  to  600  used.  So  tbat 
not  more  than  one  in  six  of  the  designs 
actually  made  were  used ;  and  of  those 
selected,  only  a  small  portion  were  suc- 
cessful. These  persons  having  gone  to  the 
whole  expense  of  drawing  the  largest  oqoi- 
ber  of  designs,  having  encountered  the 
whole  risk  of  failure,  were  subject  to  this 
inconvenience  and  loss,  that  any  individasl 
finding  which  out  of  the  2,000  or  3.000 
designs  were  likely  to  be  successful,  coold 
seize  upon  the  one  pattern,  and  come  intis 
the  market  as  a  competitor,  with  eqaal  ad- 
vantage to  the  first  manufacturer,  lhoii|^ 
the  copyer  had  been  at  no  expense  what- 
ever for  the  design.  Nor  was  the  e?il  limited 
to  the  mere  piracy,  the  copyist  discredited 
the  superior  design,  by  producing  it  in  ek 
inferior  form  and  substance.  Just  in  the 
same  way,  the  mawkish  imitators  of  Loid 
Byron  and  Walter  Scott,  had  almost  dis- 
gusted the  public  with  the  writings  of  tim 
original  poets,  admirable  as  thej  were. 
Our  inferiority  in  point  of  design  was  ad- 
mitted. He  was  willing  to  avow,  that  IC 
was  not  only  in  the  length  of  GopjiMhl, 
but  in  the  superior  taste  for  desiga,  that 
France  obtained  an  advantage  over  ne. 
But  if  we  exposed  the  original  designer  to 
the  injustice  he  had  described,  nest  not 
that  impede  our  improvement  in  designs. 
and  the  advancement  of  art  and  science. 
He  thought  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  last  spoken,  had  made  a  mistske  in 
opposing  this  bill,  because  it  wooM 
vent  compriition,  for  there  was  nothii 
the  bill  to  prevent  persons  competing  win 
had  other  designs.  If  they  extended  com- 
petition further,  they  would  permit  the 
injustice  of  allowing  one  roan  to  avaS 
himself  of  the  superior  skill  and  cspenee 
of  another.  Let  the  competitor  prode(w 
other  designs  of  equal  merii,  bat  it 
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an  abuse  to  enable  him  to  profit  by  the 
labour  and  expenditure  of  another.  It  was 
mainly  on  account  of  the  injustice  to  the 
original  designer,  made  by  the  present  law, 
and  the  injury  thus  inflicted,  that  he  now 
supported  the  second  reading  of  this  bill. 
At  the  same  time,  he  could  not  conceal 
from  himself  the  possible  effect  which  the 
bill  might  have  upon  the  manufacturers. 
The  strong  argument  against  the  bill  was, 
that  while  we  were  preventing  the  copying 
or  imitation  of  designs  in  this  country, 
we  could  not  take  any  precautions  to  pre- 
vent them  from  being  copied  in  other 
countries ;  consequently  the  English  pat- 
terns were  liable  to  be  copied  in  Belgium, 
in  France,  and  in  every  foreign  country 
where  calico  printing  was  introduced; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  must  say,  that 
the  facility  which  now  existed  in  England 
of  copying  designs  had  a  tendency  to 
lower  the  character  of  British  manufac- 
tures in  foreign  markets,  because  parties 
could  copy  the  design  in  an  inferior  form, 
and  pass  off  that  inferior  production  as 
the  English  manufacture.  In  weighing 
this  bill,  therefore,  they  must  set  one  con* 
sideration  against  another.  He  would  re- 
serve his  opinion  as  to  the  extent  to  which 
additional  protection  ought  to  be  given; 
but  in  discussing  now  the  simple  questioD, 
whether,  there  being  a  copyright  that 
ought  to  be  bond  fide  and  effectual  for  the 
purpose,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  suffi- 
ciently extensive  to  provide  that  protection. 
It  was  a  different  question  to  say  what 
period  should  be  assigned  to  the  pro* 
tections,  because,  if  they  made  it  too 
long,  they  would  facilitate  foreign  com- 
petition ;  at  the  same  time,  it  ought  to  l)e 
made  so  long  now  that  they  should  not  be 
required  to  legislate  again.  They  should 
make  up  their  minds  as  to  the  time  which 
was  upon  the  whole  proper,  and  upon 
that  they  ought  to  legislate. 

Mr.  Warburton  would  vote  for  the  se- 
cond reading  of  the  bill,  because  he 
agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  the 
reasonableness  of  the  end  proposed— 
namely,  to  give  reward  to  the  inventor, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  protect  the  ma- 
nufacturer. When  they  came  to  consider 
the  details  of  that  bill,  two  great  difficul- 
ties would  arise.  One  had  been  already 
pointed  our,  namely,  the  great  litigation 
which  it  would  cause.  By  not  proposing 
a  cheap  mode  of  trying  the  issue  they 
lost  the  object  for  which  the  patent  was 
grantcdi  for  the  wealthy  maonfacturer| 


would  be  able  to  t^fraonite  over  the  smaller: 
the  latter  would  in  general  be  compelled 
to  withdraw  from  the  oontest.  If,  there* 
fore,  they  did  not  provide  a  cbrap  and 
expeditious  Court,  before  which  the  par* 
ties  could  go,  they  really  did  nothing; 
and  unless  he  saw  such  a  remedy  proyid«lg 
he  should  oppose  the  bill  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  all  its  subsequent  stages. 
But  another  difficulty  arose  out  of  the 
very  nature  of  the  subject  to  be  protected* 
This  manufacture  had  existed  and  been 
growing  for  the  last  forty  or  fifty  years. 
In  the  case  of  chemical  or  mechanical  in- 
ventions, they  had  records  of  all  the  ori« 
ginals  from  time  immemorial.  But,  in  the 
present  case,  no  such  records  existed. 
They  ought,  therefore,  to  begin  by  giving 
one  or  two  years,  in  order  to  enable  par- 
ties to  register  all  patterns  existing,  or  in- 
vented in  past  time,  so  that  it  might  al- 
ways be  ascertained  whether  any  particu- 
lar pattern  was  or  was  not  original.  The 
case  was  the  same  as  if  they  were  then, 
for  the  first  time,  seeking  to  establish  pa- 
tents for  chemical  and  mechanical  inven- 
tions, without  having  any  record  of  what 
had  been  already  done.  The  greatest  dif- 
ficulty, therefore,  in  the  present  case, 
arose  out  of  the  subject  to  which  it  wee 
proposed  to  give  patent  rights.  They  bad 
no  record  of  the  inventions  for  the  last 
forty  or  fifty  years.  How  then  was  the 
claim  of  the  alleged  inventor  to  be  estab- 
lished? There  should  be  a  record  to 
which  the  judges  could  refer  in  case  of 
dispute.  But  there  was  yet  another  dif- 
ficulty arising  out  of  this  bill.  Whilst  it 
prohibited  English  manufsctnrers  in  this 
country  from  copying  a  foreign,  there  was 
nothing  to  prohibit  a  foreign  mannfee- 
turer  from  copying  an  English  patent.  It 
appeared  to  him  indispensable,  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  principle,  that  there  should 
be  an  international  copyright.  He  wonM, 
on  another  occasion,  examine  separately 
the  clauses  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
IhII,  but  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  diffi- 
culties which  he  had  stated  deserved  the 
consideration  of  the  House:  he  stated  that 
the  principle  had  been  already  conceded , 
and,  therefore,  that  ihey  ongbt  not  to 
resist  going  into  Committee.  He  did  not 
resist  their  going  into  Committee,  but  he 
should  not  admit  the  force  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet's  arguments,  because  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  in  the  next  sen* 
tence  admitted  that  the  present  measore 
was  wholly  inoperative. 
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months.  He  admitted  thai  there  would 
be  great  difficulties  in  carrying  the  prin* 
ciple  into  effect,  and  he  agreed  that  the 
details  of  the  bill  would  require  close 
attention  and  consideration ;  but  the  de« 
partment  with  which  he  was  connected 
would  give  its  best  assistance^  and  he 
thought  in  this  case,  as  in  many  others, 
the  ingenuity  of  his  hon.  Friend  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bridport  had  been  rather  a  trap 
for  his  judgment.  He  hoped  that  the 
bill  might  he  made  useful  to  the  commu- 
nity, advantageous  to  a  meritorious  class 
of  persons  in  this  country,  and  unproduc* 
tive  of  any  injurious  results. 

Mr.  Hume  was  sorry  to  hear  in  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Member  such  lan- 
guage as  Government  protecting  com- 
merce or  encouraging  trade,  because  he 
thought  that  every  reasonable  man,  look- 
ing at  the  evils  which  had  been  produced 
by  protection,  and  knowing  that  it  in  all 
cases  meant  the  support  of  the  few  at  the 
expense  of  the  many,  would  be  at  a  loss 
to  find  the  ground  on  which  the  right  hon.  - 
Gentleman  had  come  to  his  present  con. 
elusion.  Why,  he  would  ask,  were  the 
people  of  England  inferior  to  the  French 
in  works  of  design  ?  It  was  natural  that 
it  should  be  so,  for  their  people  were  used 
from  their  infancy  to  the  study  of  pictures 
and  statues,  while  our  population  were 
refused  admission  into  Westminster  Abbey 
or  the  Royal  Academy  without  putting 
their  hand  into  their  pocket.  The  poor 
could  not  do  this,  and  the  consequence 
was  they  were  shut  out  from  all  chance  of 
improving  their  taste.  Should  we,  then, 
complain  of  our  inferiority  in  producing 
designs  for  those  fabrics  when  we  shut 
out  from  all  means  of  improving  their 
taste  the  middling  as  well  as  the  lower 
classes  of  the  community.  He  would 
state  one  fact  to  the  House,  in  order  to 
show  how  little  attention  had  been  paid 
to  this  subject.  In  the  committee  which 
sat  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  this 

auestion  he  had  asked  a  witness  how  many 
esigners  there  were  in  the  town  of  Co- 
ventry,  and  he  replied  but  one.  We 
were  looking,  then,  for  a  remedy  to  a 
wrong  quarter.  Every  time  it  had  been 
attempted  to  foster  manufactures  by  pro- 
tection that  attempt  failed  more  or  less. 
The  system  of  protection,  or  monopoly, 
never  was  attended  with  any  successful 
result.  He  particularly  remembered  one 
instance  which  struck  him  as  remarkable. 
An  Act  of  Parliament  bad  beeo  paastd  (o 


encourage  the  use  of  .buckles,  and  in  less 
than  five  years  after  the  passitg  of  that 
Act  the  use  of  buckles  had  altogether 
ceased.  The  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  bad  rightly  stated,  that  it  ^mb 
quantity  more  than  anything  else  which  ej(- 
tended  over  the  calico  trade,  and  that  arose 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  three  months 
protection  being  a  dead  letter.  It  was  on 
that  account  that  our  manufactures  proti* 

tared  to  so  great  an  extent  as  Uiey  bad* 
f  a  real  protection  existed  from  the  pe- 
riod at  which  it  was  intended  to  give  it  to 
calico  manufactures,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  we  never  would  have  com- 
maoded  the  extensive  foreign  trade  whiph 
we  now  possessed.  Was  it  to  be  supposed 
that  the  emplovment  and  support  of  the 
immense  numoer  of  persons  who  were 
engaged  in  our  manufactures  were  to  be 
risked  by  the  adoption  of  a  measure,  the 
only  object  of  which  was  to  secure  the 
advantages  of  superior  skill  to  certain  in* 
dividuals  ?  He  conceived  they  were  not» 
and  further,  he  thought  that  by  sanction- 
iog  such  a  bill  they  would  do  nothing 
to«  ards  procuring  that  superior  skill,  «n- 
less  they  first  gave  the  people  the  meaoe 
of  acquiring  and  appreciating  it,  by 
euabling  them  to  improve  their  tastee  by 
the  free  inspection  of  all  those  works  oi 
art,  which  was  a  means  best  calculated  to 
produce  such  an  end.  The  national  ad« 
vantage  was  all  that  should  be  looked  to, 
and  the  principle  of  the  procurement  of 
that  advantage  was  that  which  he  advo- 
cated. He  had  heard  the  declaration  of 
his  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bridport 
with  much  regret.  His  hon.  Friend  nad 
described  many  of  the  evil  consequences 
which  would  arise  upon  the  bill,  but  then 
lie  had  declared  his  intention  to  vote  in 
favour  of  it.  For  his  own  part,  he 
could  not  distinguish  between  copy- 
right of  design  and  copyright  of  bows, 
and  the  eflfect  of  both  was  to  give  an  ad- 
vantage to  the  few  against  the  many. 
After  the  noble  example  of  untiring  energjf 
and  zeal  which  his  hon.  Friend  had  exhi- 
bited in  defeating  the  measurea  for  tbACV- 
tension  of  the  copyright  in  bookst  he  was 
astonished  not  a  little  to  hear  him  auppor^ 
the  second  readine  of  the  bill  then  befoie 
the  House*  He  had  hoped  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stand  vp  and  laj, 
that  the  three  montha'  protection  bad  done 
harm,  and  that  the  whole  system  sbontf 
be  freed  of  snch  a  difficulty.  Qe  eo/h 
curred  with  the  boo.  Member  uur  ^jftfh^- 
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dUilce  to    tbe  petitioD,  but  for   retsoni  iome  of  iu  lUget,  bnl  was  ■hml 

which  ihej  did  not  ^re.     Bat  eren  tap-  the    601I    qaettion    was    pat.     He  (the 

pofiog  that  all  who  had   Dot  signed  it  Bishop  of  Eieter)  was  assored,  vpea  the 

were  opposed  to  it,  still  there  woold  be  aathofitj  of  a  nao  of  veiadty,  hoBSar, 

ei^teen  out  of  tbe  twenty- foar  who  came  and  high  distinction  in  Montreal,  theft  ift 

10  their  Lordships'  Honse  to  express  an  was  perfectly  notorioas  that  Mr.  Bfawk, 

earnest  prayer  that  their  lordships  would  after  intimating  his  objection  to  the  oidi- 

interpose  to  sare  them  from  great  calami-  nance  in  one  of  its  early  stages,  was  seet 

ties  not  only  to  themselves,  but  to  the  peace  for  by   the  Governor -general.     Nothie^ 

and  safety  of  the  colony,  if  this  measure  of   course    was    known    of    what    I 

of   the   provincial  government   were  not  place  at  this  interriew.     But  tboegh 

arrested  in  its  progress.     If,  however,  it  (the   Bishop  of    Eieter)  coakt   eol 

should  be  held,   that  neither  the  12,000  post  koc^  ergo  propter  koe^  at  all  tn 

persons  whose  signatures  were  attached  to  post  hoc,  for  Mr.  Black, although  in  Moat- 

the  petition,  nor  the  clergy,  nor  the  cigh-  real,  did  not  afterwards  attend  the  Spmel 

teen  magistrates  were  worthy  of  attention,  Council  to  vote  upon  the  ordinance.     He 

there  was  at  least  one  person  whose  name  would  not  go  further  into  the  particnlere 

had  been  affixed  to  it,  which  he  was  sure  .  of  who  the  petitioner!  were,  nor  dwdl  et 

the  noble  Viscount  (Viscount  Melbourne)  greater  length  opon  the  claims  which  they 

and  even  the  Governor-general  of  Canada,  had  to  their  Lordships*  consideration.   He 

would  admit  was  worthy  of  their  lordships'  came  now  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ; 

consideration ;    and  that    individual  was  that  prayer  was— 

no  less  than  her  Majesty's  Solicitor-gene-       tut    -       «  .  j  i>       ■■• 

I    r  T  r<     ^A        13       ^.       «  c  1-    ■         Having  stated  our  reasons  for  caliinff  on 

ral  of  lower  Canada.     He  was  not  Soli-    ,,g,  ^j^j^^   ^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^„^^j^^  ^^      »  ^^ 

citor-gencral  at  the  time  he    signed  the    dinance  for  incorporating  the  seminary  of  St. 
petition;  but  in  the  interval  between  the  '  Sulpicc,  wr  humbly  pray  that  the  funds 
signing  of  the  petition  and  the  passing  of    lecied  for  that  seminary  may  be  apf  *' 
the  ordinance,  Mr.  Day  was  made  Solici-  "  *!><»«  public  purposes  from  which  all  d 
tor-general,    a   convincing  proof  of  the  i  ^^^  population  will  derive  equal  and  cc 
high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  {  '""'^  advantages.' 

the    Governor-general.      What  was  the  I      Such  was  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  ths 
conduct  of  Mr.  Day  in  the  Special  Coun-  j  object  of  which  was,  to  prevent  the  ineor 
ell?     In  the  Special  Council  there  were    poration  of  the  society  of  St.  Snlpice,  and 
but  two  members  who  voted  against  the    the  appropriation  of  the  funds  id  qaettioii 
ordinance.     Of  that  fact  there  could  be    to  other  purposes  than  those  which  tended 
no  doubt,  because  it  came  under  the  hand  j  to  the  public  good,  and  the  petithMMii 
of  the  Governor-general ;    but  the  des-  |  called  upon  their  Lordships  to  tain  wmdk 
patrh,  although  it  informed  their  Lord- |  measures  in  compliance  with  their  pfayer, 
ships  that  two  members  of  the  Special  I  by  address  to  her  Most  Gracious  MajeMy, 
Council  had  voted  against  the  ordinance,  \  or  by  some  other  course  which  they  is 
did  not  inform  them  of  two  others  who  :  their  wisdom  might  deem  fit,  ae  shewH 
declared  themselves  against  it,  but  who  j  avert  the  evils  thus  complained  of.   bjr 
for  some  reasons,  which  no  doubt  satisfied  !  securing  a  refusal  of  the  royal  aaaetioa  to 
their  consciences  as  men  of  honour,  stayed  ■  the  obnoxious  ordinance.    It  was  tfUMd  hj 
away,  and   did  not  vote.     One  of  those  j  the  Governor-general,  that  to  the  baigaia 
two  Members  of  the  Special  Council  was   on  which  this  ordinance  was  founded,  tha 
Mr.  Day,  the  Solicitor-general;  and  as  he  j  present  petitioners  were  parties— not  aaly 
(the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  was  told  Mr.  Day  1  parties,  but  assenting  parties;  andinaap. 
opposed  the  onlinance  in  committee,  but  '  port  of  that  statement,  reference  waa  naSe 


upon  the  question  "  that  it  be  fairly  en- 
groHsed,"  which,  according  to  the  forms 
used  in  Canada,  was  equivalent  to  tbe 
question  in  this  country  that  a  measure 
''do  pass,"  Mr.  Dny  was  not  present. 
Mr.  Day,  however,  was  not  the  only  indi- 
vidual who  stayed  away.  There  was  nno* 
llicr  —  a  hi<;hly  honoiiruhic  man  —  Mr. 
Black,  iho  judge  of  \\\o  Vice-Admiralty 
court,     lie  also  opposeil  the  ordinance  in 


to  the  report  of  Mr.  (\Bulier,  which  was  to 
be  found  in  Appendix  E  to  Lord  Darhaas^a 
report.  But,  if  their  Lordshipa  tookad 
to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Buller,  they  woaM 
find  that  he  did  not  commit  himaeif  to 
any  such  assertion.  Mr.  Buller  waa  di- 
rected to  investigate  the  subject,  aad  he 
had  consulted  with  Mr.  QoiUier,  the 
superior  of  the  seminary.  He  did  not 
call  together  the  whole  body   of  iDdifw 
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duals  Vfho  were  interested,  In  fact  the 
whole  report  was  drawn  up  without  their 
concurrence,  or  even  cognizance,  but  he 
selected  three  persons,  who,  he  doubted 
not,  Mr.  Buller  thought  very  fit  to  de* 
cide  this  question.     After  consulting;  with 
them,  he  made  a  most  lucid  report  on  the 
subject,  and  in  it  he  stated  that  his  opi* 
nion   was  founded  on   the  sentiments  of 
those  who  might  fairly  be  regarded  as  re- 
presenting the  general  feeling  of  the  Bri* 
tish  inhabitants  on  the  subject.    That  as- 
suredly was  a  very  different  thing  from 
stating  that  all  those  who  were  interested 
were  parties  to  the  bargain.     Mr.  Buller 
referred  to  those  whom  he  had  consulted 
as  persons  very  likely  to  know  and  speak 
the  general  feeling,  but  on  that  point  he 
happened  to  be  quite  mistaken.     In  fact, 
from  the  first,  much  opposition  was  offer- 
ed to  this  plan ;  and  when  it  was  origi- 
nally spoken  of,  a  deputation  from  the  pe- 
titioners waited  on  the  late  Earl  of  Dur- 
ham, to  entreat  him  that  no  such  ordi- 
nance should  be  passed.     Lord  Durham 
answered  these  very  unsatisfactorily,  but 
gave  them  no  reason  to  suppose  that  an 
ordinance  was  prepared.    The  noble  Earl 
was  succeeded  by  a  noble  Lord  (Beaton), 
who  he  wished  was  now  in  the  House  to 
give  them  the  benefit  of  his  advbe  on 
this  subject.    Finding  the  matter  nearly 
concluded,  and  the  assent  of  the  parties 
to  whom  references  had  been  made,  al- 
ready obtained  to  the  proceeding,  findmg 
too,  that  these  parties  were  considered  by 
his  predecessor  as  representing  fairly  the 
sentiments  of  the  censitaires  in  general, 
the  noble   Lord    went  on   with  his  or- 
dinance.     Immediately     a     deputation 
waited    on    Lord    Seaton,    and    stated, 
that    so    far    from    having    given    their 
assent  to  the  ordinance,  they  were  not 
even  aware  of  the  step  proposed.    There 
was  no  bargain  made ;  those  parties  had 
uniformly,  from  first    to  last,    declared 
themselves  against  it,  not  merely  on  pe- 
cuniary grounds,  but  for  higher  and  better 
reasons.     He  rejoiced  to  say  that  the  par- 
ties who  had  signed  this    petition  bad 
shown  their    moderation    by   abstaining 
from  saying  a  single  word  against  the 
corporation  of  the  seminary  of  Bt.  Sulpioe. 
From  nil  he  had  heard  of  the  memben  of 
that  body,  he  believed  that  they  were  en- 
titled to  the  utmost  credit  for  thefar  seal, 
moderation,  and  desire  faithfully  to  do 
what  they    believed  to    be    their  dilty, 
Perhaps  the  moat  laaportaBt  inifiaMigtIiott 


thathad  been  made  ioto^  the  etaidia  of  thb 
seminary  was  that  which  was  made  itt 
1836|  by  the  Commisaion  of  Inqttiry  into 
the  Gnavanoea  of  the  OanadiMMk  That 
eommisaion  was  eompoied  of  a  nobto 
Barl,  a  gallant  officer,  and  a  right  hoil. 
Qentleman  whii  bad  formerly  been  Chbf 
Justice  of  Calcutta,  Who  was  a  very  old 
and  valned  friend  of  his,  he  mnat  ba 
highly  valued  indeed,  he  must  be  bt 
every  one  who  had  the  advantage  of  m 
acquaintance.  While  those  eommtaaiottefa 
negatived  everything  like  a  legal  dahn  on 
the  part  of  this  seminary  to  thepoaseisioni 
it  claimed,  they  however  urgedf  what  thoy 
considered  to  be  the  eonitable  claims  of 
the  seminary  on  her  Msyeaty'a  Qovem^ 
ment.  Two  of  the  Gommiaaionera  used 
rather  leaa  strong  language  aa  to  the  nul^ 
lity  of  the  pretended  Mgal  claim  than  tho 
third,  but  the  right  hon.  Judge,  who  mi  n 
question  of  law  might  be  considered  ai 
high  an  authority  as  the  noUe  fiarl  and  the 
gallant  Officer  associated  with  him,  apobo 
of  the  legal  claim  as  being  absolutely  dea« 
titute  of  reasonable  foundation,  iasertinf  , 
however,  along  with  the  others,  the  equV 
table  claim  wbfeh  he  anpposed  the  iMsni- 
nary  to  have.  The  strongest  arfuiildiil 
assigned  for  the  legal  clAiAi  by  Ihe  i«tt 
commissioners  was  the  34th  trtfdte  df 
the  capttulatfon  of  Montreal,  by  whiah 
it  was  stipulated  that  the  commatiithi 
generally  should  retain  tlieir  property 
in  the  seignories;  but  Sir  C.  Grey  dlik 
posed  of  that  argument  altogether,  abd 
showed  its  com|Hete  futilltv.  The  oOttw 
missioners,  however,  agreed  in  didariii|( 
their  opinion  that  the  aembary  bw  the 
strongeit  claim  to  thegeoerotls  considerll- 
tfon  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  aliwfi* 
ing  that  the  acts  of  Qoferninent  ainee 
the  conqueat  had  all  alonff  reeognlaed  the 
equitable  right  at  least  of  the  partioa  b 
posaeasion  of  the  nroperty.  On^  of  tW 
strongest  points  in  nvonr  of  this  ¥iow  waa 
drawn  firom  a  danae  in  the  Royal  Inatimc- 
tiona  given  totheOc^eroor  of  Canada, aft|^ 
the  Quebec  Act  of  1774, 14th  O^otgO  3h|» 
e.  83.  In  that  act  there  Ma  a  ftcnikim 
that  all  her  Majesty'b  Cittaditn  atlbjoela, 
except  the  religious  ordera  and  eommnili* 
ties,  should  freely  bold  the  pOMMioba 
and  properties  to  whksh  thoy  were  en« 
titled  at  the  time  of  the  eeaiioil  of  tlio* 
provinco.  Thia  seemed  like  an  abaoloHt 
exdnaion  of  the  elaiflsa  of  tba  aominii^pr* 
but  tn  the  RojttI  insMetioiia  10 
gofomor,   iasaea    anbifeqneotiy  t6 
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paMiDg  of  the  act,  there  was  a  passage 

declaring, 

**Tliat  the  societies  of  Uoroiah  priesls, 
called  the  seminaries  of  Quebec  and  Montreal, 
ihoald  continue  to  possess  and  occupy  their 
houses  of  residence,  and  all  otlier  lands  and 
houses  to  which  they  were  lawfully  entitled  on 
the  13th  of  September,  1759." 

The  commissioners,  in  their  report^  did 
not  quote  these  precise  words.  They  pre- 
ferred using  different  language,  to  having 
recourse  to  the  words  of  the  mere  dry  oflfi- 
cial  document.  He  would  read  to  their 
Lordships  the  statement  of  the  commis- 
sioners.   They  said, 

*'  New  instructions  were  given  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  Canada  on  the  3d  of  January,  1775, 
in  consequence  of  the  passing  of  the  Quebec 
Act  in  the  preceding  year;  the  21st  section 
related  to  the  exercise  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion ;  and  by  the  11th  head  of  it,  it  was 
directed  that  the  seminaries  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal  should  remain  in  possession  of  all 
houses  and  lands  of  which  they  were  in  pos- 
session on  the  13th  of  September,  1759." 

Surely,  there  was  a  marvellous  discre- 
pancy between  the  real  language  of  the 
mstructions  and   the  account  of  it  thus 
gp?en  by  the  commissioners !    The  com- 
missioners said    the  seminaries  were  to 
hold  all  the  lands  of  which  they  were  in 
possession  on  the  Idth  of  September,  1759, 
whereas  the  royal  instructions  expressly 
restricted  the  lands  to  those  to  which  they 
were  '*  lawfully  entitled  "    on  that  day. 
This  completely  negatived  the  conclusion 
which  the    commissioners  had  adopted. 
The  commissioners  staled  that  they  were 
to  remain  in  possession  of  all  the  houses 
and  lands  of  which  they  were  before  in 
possession.    He  must  take  leave  to  say  the 
instructions  said  no   such    thing.     They 
said  they  were  to  continue  to  possess  and 
occupy — a  very  important  word,  because  it 
seemed  they  were  to  continue  in  possession 
of  only  those  things  uf  which  they  were  in 
occupation — that  they  should  continue  to 
possess  and  occupy  their  houses  of  resi- 
dence, and  other  lands  and  houses  to 
which  they  were  lawfully  entitled  on  the 
13th  of  September,  1750.    Unless,  there- 
fore, on  the  13th  of  September  1759,  those 
seminaries  were  lawfully  entitled  to  the 
possession  of  the  property  which  they  now 
claimed,  those  instructions  which  the  com- 
missioners appealed  to  as  conclusive  in 
their  favour,  were  conclusive  against  them. 
The  commissioners   themselves  admitted 
they  were  not  lawfully  entitled,  that  their 
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legal  title  was  a  mere  illatioD*    Bnt  vlial 
was  the  property  they  were  then  consider- 
ing?   Was  it  houses  of  residence  and 
lands  ?    No,  seignorial  rights  and  duet.  If 
he  might  be  permitted  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  noble  and  learned  I.onl  opponitA 
to  this,  (and  he  wiihed  there  were  nora 
noble  and  learned  Lords  present)  he  wooM 
beg  of  him  to  consider  whether  the  phrane 
"  houses  and  lands,'*   which  those  par- 
ties  were   to    continue   to  possets    and 
occupy,  could   in  any  legal  sense  cover 
the  claims  to  those  seignorial  rights  and 
dues?      Unless   they   did,  those  words 
would  exclude  the  claims  of  St.  Sulpica^ 
instead  of  bringing  them  within  the  con- 
templation  of    the    Royal    instrnctiona. 
He  would  not  detain  their  Lordshipa  bj 
going  at  large  into  the  nature  of  theae 
seminaries.     They  were   most  respecta- 
ble   bodies,    and   of    great  antiaoity^ 
they  were  bodies  well  known  to  the  pri- 
mitive Church — they  were  bodies  which 
the   Church  of  Rome  had  done  wiady 
in   retaining,   and    which   he  wonld  be 
much  pleaMd  to  see  in  our  own  Charch. 
They  were  instituted,  first,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  instruction  to  persons  wno  were 
qufdifying  for  holy  orders,  a  noit  osefwl 
purpose,  and  he  thought  such  an  insUUi- 
tion  would  prove  of  great  benefit  to  onr 
Church.    Another  purpose  of  the  fcmiaa- 
ries  was  to  attend  to  foreign  mtssioua,  and 
this  of  St.  Sulpice,  of  Paris^  waa  an  il- 
lustrious instance  of  the  pious  mnnificeoca 
of  an  excellent  man,  M.  Olier^  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  Fenelon.    To  his  piety  did 
it  owe  its  existence.     The  exertions  of  iha 
missionaries  in  New  France,  as  the  pre- 
sent United  Province  of  Canada,  was  onft- 
nally  called,    were  crowned  with  nnch 
success ;  they  had  converted  many  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  but  he  was  sorry  to  say  that 
the  impression  was  not  permanent.  How- 
ever, tne  conse<juence  of  their  success  was. 
that  a  society  in  France,  resembling  onr 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  Forei^  Parts,  to  whom  the  bland  of 
Montreal  had  been  given,  transferred  thia 
possession  to  the  seminary  of  St.  Snipice,  at 
Paris,  and  letters  patent  of  Louis  14th  con- 
firmed the  grant  in  the  year  1667.  lliesasM 
letters  patent  permitted  the  establiahnMBt 
of  a  seminary  at  Montreal,  but  at  the  same 
time  expressly  guarded  against  permitting 
the  Montreal  seminary  to  be  anything  ssors 
than  a  mere  dependency  of  the  seminary 
in  Paris.      They  occupied  tlie  houses      ^ 
lands  under  the  seminary  at  Paiis, 
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accounted  to  it  for  the  rerenuei  of  the 
lands  they  held.  Their  posBeisions  amounl- 
ed  (0  about  1,500  acres,  800  o(  which  was 
wood,  from  which  they  obtained  their  fuel 
—one  farm  of  180  acres  was  in  their  occu- 
pation, and  another  farm  was  let.  With 
regard  to  the  seignoriea  they  were  die- 
tinclly  in  the  legal  possession  of,  the 
Seminary  of  St.  Suipice  in  Paris,  as  was 
clearly  proved  by  Sir  John  Sevrel  in  1801 
—  he  adduced  proofs  from  books  of  un- 
cjucstionable  aatbority  ihat  the  society  in 
Montreal  was  an  off  shoot — a  dependency 
of  the  society  in  Paris.  Now  he  apprehen- 
ded that  the  recognised  principle  of  na- 
tional law  was  Lhat  all  the  rights  of 
corporations  located,  nay,  that  all  the 
rights  of  individuals  which  were  opposed 
to  the  institutions  of  a  conquering  State, 
were  ijiso  facto  abolished  by  that  con- 
quest. That  was  the  ordinary  and  com- 
mon sense  doctrine,  and  therefore  it  was 
perfectly  open  for  the  new  Slate  to  say  as 
these  possessions  devolved  to  the  Crown 
that  they  should  be  employed  for  the  con- 
version of  the  Indians  by  protestant  clergy- 
men, and  for  the  instruction  of  the  protes- 
tant population,  as  they  were  formerly 
applied  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  to 
(he  Roman  Catholic  population.  At  any 
rate,  they  fell  to  the  Crown  as  of  right. 
He  spoke  not  from  his  own  authority,  but 
from  that  of  every  British  jurisconsult  who 
had  given  an  opinion  on  the  subject. 
The  residence  of  the  original  owners  of 
the  properly  was  France,  and  only  those 
who  were  resident  in  the  colony  were  en- 
liiled  to  the  benefits  of  the  capitulation  in 
which  there  was  nothing  lhat  recognised 
the  rights  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Suipice 
at  Paris.  From  the  year  1773,  down  to 
the  year  1829,  various  oHicers  of  the 
Crown,  after  investigating  the  legal  rights 
of  these  ecclesiastics,  afKrmed  the  prin- 
ciple he  had  stated.  What  was  the  con- 
sequence? Why,  that  the  Seminary  of 
St.  Suipice  of  Montreal,  besides  being  not 
recognized  as  a  corporation,  were  not  even 
considered  entitled  to  the  property  as  in- 
dividuals. The  only  permission  accorded 
to  them  was,  that  they  should  continue  to 
occupy  their  houses  and  lands  during  the 
kings  pleasure. 

It  was  said  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Cessioa 
iiil7G3  persons  natives  of  Canada  holding 
property  there  were  allowed  to  retire  to 
France  and  to  part  with  their  property  to 
other  persons  in  the  colony,  and  that  in 
17G4  the  seminary  of  St.  Suipice  in  Paris 
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executed  a  deedof  gift  of  all  the  property  in 
queation  to  the  seminary  in  Montred.  This 
was  one  ground  on  which  the  seminary 
claimed ;  but  it  was  ridiculed  by  everjr 
lawyer.  Uuless  they  had  a  title  in  1759, 
they  could  have  no  title  of  a  subsequent 
date,  and  their  present  title  did  not  com- 
mence till  1764.  The  commissioners  had 
indeed  considered  lhat  the  Crown  had  in- 
variably treated  the  members  of  the  semi- 
nary of  St.  Suipice  as  legally  and  equitably 
entitled  to  continue  in  possetsion  of  the 
property.  They  founded  their  view  on  the 
instructions  which  continued  to  be  given 
to  each  successive  governor,  down  to  the 
time  of  Lord  Gosford ;  but  it  has  been 
already  shown  that  the  terms  of  those  in- 
structions had  been  (unintentionally  no 
doubt)  changed  by  the  commissioners,  and 
that  the  instructions  in  their  real  import 
repudiated  the  notion,  that  the  assent 
of  the  Crown  had  been  given  to  the 
possession  of  this  property,  by  the  mem- 
bers of  St.  Suipice.  He  would  give  ano- 
tber  instance  to  their  Lordships  of  the  fact 
that  ibe  Government  had  not  always  con- 
sidered the  claims  of  St.  Suipice  to  be  a 
settled  question.  He  was  sorry  that  the 
noble  Earl  who,  in  the  year  1835,  filled 
the  office  of  Colonial  Secretary,  wai  not 
in  the  House,  hut  he  would  beg  leave  to 
read  to  (heir  Lordships  an  extract  from  a 
despatch  from  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  to 
Lord  Aylmeron  the  1st  of  January,  1835, 
which  would  show  lhat  the  Government  of 
that  day  considered  the  question  open  to 
dispute.  The  despatch,  which  was  very 
conciliatory  in  its  tone,  assigned  the  rea- 
sons of  Gnvernment  for  refusing  to  accede 
to  a  bill  passed  by  the  provincial  Legis- 
lature relating  to  public  education,  which 
appeared  to  be  very  objectionable  in  its 
general  policy.  The  extract  was  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Finally,  the  terms  of  this  bill  are  so  chosen, 
lhat  I  apprehend  Ibey  would  terminate  the 
question  so  long  disputed,  whether  Ihe  corpo- 
rate character  asserted  by  the  prietts  of  the 
seminary  of  St.  Suipice  really  belongs  to  them 
or  not.  The  decision  of  that  question  in  favour 
of  the  seminary  would  involve  consequences 
which  every  Canadian,  whatever  hii  national 
origin  or  religious  persuasion,  would  alike  have 
reason  to  deprecate — such  as  the  holding  a 
great  commercial  city  upon  a  feudal  tenure, 
kc.  i  Ihe  dedication  of  a  t-ast  territory  to  pui- 

f loses  now  become,  in  a  great  measure,  obso- 
ete,  and  for  which,  to  the  advantage  of  every 
class  of  society,  other  pnbtic  objects  of  lh« 
same  general  character  might  be  substi- 
tuted." &c. 
2  U 
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nmott-gtnenl  hsd  te«eifed  tfeeH  infnlc- 
tldiw?— 

"  Thai  all  loLiaionariM  amongil  the  Incliani, 
Whether  ealablUhed  under  the  BOthortty  of,  or 
appointed  by  the  jtsulu,  Or  b;  any  other 
ecClesL-inieal  aulhoritj  of  the  BoniSh  church, 
shall  be  withdrawn  bj  degree*,  and  M  such 
tinei,  and  in  such  miDner,  as  ihall  be  Nlit- 
facloijF  lo  the  Mill  Indians,  and  consittant  with 
llie  public  safety,  and  Froteetant  miuionaries 
appointed  in  (heir  place." 

That  was  the  ittviriabto  order  of  ih« 
Brililh  CrtnVn  to  the  repre  ten  tat  Ives  of  the 
Brilbh  Crawn  in  Canada,  and  it  wai 
dictated  by  the  trtiest  and  most  jnri  sp- 
precifltton  or  the  dutiei  of  tha  SoTereign, 
who  hflil  boond  hilnseir,  in  the  mott 
tiolemn  manner,  (o  maintain  thrcnghoat 
his  dohiiDJoni,  not  merely  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  but  in  alt  the  territories 
thereor,  to  the  utmMI,  the  tme  Proteitant 
religion  as  eatabhshed  b;  law.  Should  it 
be  aatd,  that  Ihe  object  of  the  eitablnh- 
nient  of  th«  seminary,  aa  stated  in  the 
letters  patent  of  1677,  waa  generally  fur 
the  cOnTersion  and  instruction  of  the  anb- 
je(!ts  of  the  raling  sorereign,  the  answer 
wda,  first,  that  this  provision  applied  then 
lo  the  whole  provirice  of  New  Fnnee, 
incltiding  both  Canada! ;  and,  secvnclly, 
that  b;  right  of  coOqaeit,  all  neb  in- 
Itructioni  becafne  applicable  lotheiimilsr 
objects  of  the  conquering  stale,  nmMljt 
the  Protestant  religion.  But  the  mSMt 
indrocltans  to  the  Oo*e rnof •OMen), 
tftoogh  they  contained  all  the  other  lb* 
ttruclions  relating  to  religloui  maitera, 
did  not  contain  the  two  articles  which  he 
had  read  to  their  Lordships.  There  wai 
appended  to  the  Initruetiont  gifen  lo  Lord 
Sydenham,  an  intimation  that  certain 
thing*  had  become  obsolete— that  wa» 
the  word—"  certain  things  had  become 
obsolete,"  and  tha  Qorernor  waa  to 
apply  himself  to  the  instrnctiona  giten  in 
respect  to  those  things  (hat  were  not  ob- 
aolete.  In  consequence  of  whattOokplMB 
in  I B39;  this  stfb|ect  was  fpeeitll;  renrred 
t6  In  the  new  Coloniil  Secreiarv's  letter  td 
l.ord  Durham,  and  it  was  adTiaed  that 
more  liberal  tlews  should  be  taken,  that 
he  shotild  act  upon  liberal  dictate*,  and 
that  he  ihould  deal  with  hts  inairuction 
in  the  manner  best  suited  to  the  liberal  '  •««•  in  the 
spirit  of  modero  limes.  Bui  the  fact  was  '^**3'  ■»• 
that  Ihe  right  of  this  sefflitnry,  to  car^ 
ottl  (he  purpose  of  the  endowment  (^  1907, 
even  ihc  conversion  of  the  tatfiani,  «M 
expresaiy  d«sired  in  regard  td  tbi*'  tfmt 


Me  a[ip1>nded  (be  teaelieti  connected  wllh 
the  eltabliihnient  of  St.  Sulplice  Ibr  tbs  ef- 
forts tbey  had  made  to  diHute  educaiionj 
Sot  what  bad  been  the  practical  reaiilt  of 
theirUboarat  Had  they  been  producliveof 
general  tdvant^  lo  Uie  coDHDORity*  He 
would  refer  tbeir  Lardehip*  for  an  anawer 
to  the  report  made  bjr  Lord  DDrfaam. 
TboUgb  he  did  not  approve  of  aH  the 
conclusions  of  (hat  report,  he  might  be 
allowed  to  saj,  that  be  coopered  it  a  very 
well-written  and  able  docament,  and  from 
that  he  wonld  quDte  the  accoanl  wbidi 
Lord  Dnrham  gan  of  ibe  resolt  of  tbe 
edncation  which  had  been  gl*en  (o  (hi 
Canadians. 

*  Tha  hoik  of  Ibe  pofmlBtlen  *  saM  Laril 
DnrfaaiD,"  is  conlpeaed  of  the  hardworkhlt 
jeomaDrj  of  the  coaBti^  diilrleif ,  comimNiiy 
called  MUam,  and  their  eoiraextons  engaged 
in  «ther  oceapilions.  It  is  ImpottiHe  lo  tm* 
RMerate  Ihe  want  ot  edoeaUm  amoag  thi 
hafitmn  no  neant  of  inttractfoo  hare  e*et 
been  provided  kn  them,  and  thef  ate  rtlOHMl 
onlversall;  deslitHle  of  the  qualMealions  atad 
of  reading  and  Writing.  The  piatr  and  beM> 
volsnee  of  tha  etriy  posse  wers  of  the  eotMtrf 
founded  In  the  seminaries  that  eilst  in  diflMk 
enl  MrU  of  Ihe  province  instiuAleas  of  whiek 
the  nwdi  and  aetitilT  bare  leng  be«a  direeted 
to  the  BNlnietioa  of  adncailon.  SemlMrha 
and  college*  ha*«  been  bjr  these  bodlea  esiai 
btisbM  Hi  the  eiiiea  ud  in  other  earinll 
points,  the  edacslion  gitaA  in  thaaa  mtm 
blishn<nl*  greatly  reflenblaa  Ihe  kiKd  gi*oa 
in  the  EDgriib  Dublin  schools,  thoagh  it  ia 
rather  mora  Tailed.  It  is  antirriy  in  the 
hands  of  the  Catbstie  dergy.  TIM  muabar  ti 
pnpil*  in  ibese  asiaUlshiMDts  to  eadfeated 
altogether  at  aboai  l,WO,  aad  tbaj  kirii  oat 
every  jear,  *•  far  as  I  oeald  ascertain,  betweea 
ZOOaodSOOyoHsgweathusedtuatad.  Almost 
all  of  tbaa*  are  oMmbarsof  the  ^mily  of  somk 
bilam,  whom  the  possession  of  greater  Quick- 
a*  tlun  bis  brotners  has  indneed  tha  hthtk 
the  eirrate  of  Oe  Wrish,  lo  tetect,  and  sand 
. .  iba  saminai?.  Ttrnt  ymmg  mm,  poasaafr 
ing  m  dsgrae  of  wAmaUMm  immaatorabiy 
saperioi  lo  iku  of  ibair  taaiUa*,  are  aataiallf 
advette  to  what  Uiey  regard  as  daacewding  to 
the  hnmUa  ocaipanon*  of  their  nmenta:  * 
few  become  priaiU  ;  but,  as  (he  wBlaiT  wA 
nftval  professionB  ara  eloead  agttut  the  ooU- 
njtta,  the  greater  part  can  onl*  SwI  a  paeitiBft 
-  -  tbair  notloa*  of  «Mr  own  qaalUnn 
the  leaned  prnfcasiBB  of  advoais^ 


•,gt«Ij," 


lUs   < 


Mdmd^ma 


find  eveiy  village  in  Lower  Canada  ttled  widi 
notaries  and  surgeons,  r'"-  — .^—  *- 

oCeapj  (heir  atlendoo,  ai 
bWn  ItaBHtla,  M  at  toy  A 
2US 


OS,  wilhtitde  practice^ 
M,  and Hftng UDOuttor 
leiy  Ms  amMg  UtMy'flM 
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»me  duB.   Thus  Ihe  penon.  of  the  moat  I  minded  that  the  nut  rewurcM  in  qnw. 
•Hnpfltinn  in  every  Tillage  belong  to  the  lame  |  tion  should  be  wielded  by  the  Crown  for 

'       n  life   the  public  good.      He  mainUiiwd  that 

''*  I  those  fundi  belonged  DOt  to  the  MtDinkry, 


■ctibed.     They  a 


all  the   associations  of  early  youth 
ties   of   blood.      T'  -         -    - 

always  marks  their 
ior  in  education  is  separated  by 
"  "      r  pride,  or  distinr'  '" 


inected  with  them  by !  j,ut  to  the  Crown ;  and  if  that  were  tks 


-  _  .         r.     can,  it  wat  the  duty  of  the  Crown— «ih1 

nld,heTupir-|  be  «»•  •"«  that  no  one  «ould  be  more 

barrier  or    ^•'ady  to  admit  that  it  wai  than  the  oobta 

____ _^  _      ^ rests  from  I  Viscount  near  him — to   employ  ibem  for 

the  singularly  ignorant  peasantry,  by  which  he  j  the  general  benefit  of  the  moat  important 
'    '    "  .<-—-.  .1-^-     province  in  which  they  accrued.    Here  he 

might  leave  the  lubject,  but  there  ware 
coniideratioDi  connected  with  it  of  a 
higher  character  than  any  he  had  hilbeita 
mentioned. 

He  apprahended  that  the  ordinance 
relating  to  the  aeminary  mud  have 
been  paued  au^ect  to  the  tnaUudiou 
imposed  on  the  Governor- general  by  the 
Legiglature.  By  the  Quebec  Act  it  woe 
provided  that  no  ordinance  ahonld  be 
passed  which  would  have  the  effect  of  al- 
tering the  apirilual  or  religious  iolcieaU 
of  any  ecclesiastical  body.  Now  the  ordi- 
nance professed  to  incorporate  the  eccle- 
siastics ofthe  seminary  at  Monireal.  Coald 
it  lie  denied  that  that  was  making  ao  iin- 
porlant  allcration,  both  in  the  temporal 
and  s|iiritual  interest  of  the  body?  It 
to  the  seminary  vi   ' 


class  of  any  other  portion  of  tlie  world  pos- 
sess.  To  this  singular  slate  of  things  I  attri- 
bute the  extraordinary  influence  of  the  Cana- 
dian demagogues.  The  tuost  uninstructed 
population  anywhere  trusted  with  political 
power  is  thus  placed  in  the  bands  of  a  small 
body  of  instructed  persons,  in  whom  it  re- 
poses the  conGdeoce  which  nothing  but  such 
domestic  connexion  and  such  community  of 
interest  could  generate.  Over  Ihe  class  of 
persons  by  whom  the  peasantry  are  thus 
the  Government  has  not  acquired,  or 
laboured  to  acquire,  influence  ;  its  members 
have  been  thrown  into  opposition  by  the  sya. 
tern  of  exclusion  long  prevalent  in  the  colony ; 
and  it  is  by  Iheir  agency  that  the  leaders  iT 
the  Assembly  have  been  enabled  liitherlo  tu 
move  as  one  mass,  in  whatever  direction  they 
thought  proper,  the  simple  and  ductile  popu- 
lation of  the  country.  The  entire  neglect  of 
education  by  the  Government  has  thus,  more 
thau  any  other  cause,  contributed  to  rendei 
this  people  ungovernable,  and  to  invest  Iht 
agitator  with  the  power  which  he  wields 
against  the  laws  and  the  public  tranquility." 

These  were  the  practical  results  of  th 
laudable  exertions  of  this  seminary.  ¥c 
this  they  had  the  authority  of  Lord  Dm 
ham's  very  able  report — for  an  able  rcpoi 
it  certainly  wss,  though  he  would  not  br 
guilty  ofthe  affectation  of  sayinjcheihough  I 
itB  wiseonc.  Independently  of  that  ala«'- 
ment  however,  what  was  notoriously  llic 
slate  of  the  fact  ?  He  admitted  thiit  full 
praise  ought  to  be  given  to  the  seminary  for 
having  prevented  the  outbreak  of  sedition 
and  violence  in  the  city  of  Montreal.  It 
was  stated  that  it  had  done  so ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  it  was  slated  corrcrtly.  Dul 
what  WHS  the  effect  in  the  rural  districts' 
within  the  scignories  clniiucd  by  the  semi- 
nary ?  It  was  there  that  Ihe  worst  excesses 
of  the  Canadian  lebellion  were  committed  ; 
thus  hearing  the  amplest  testimony  to  the 
accuracy  of  the  statements  in  the  R.irl  of 
Durham's  report.  He  contended,  then, 
(hat  no  special  case  interposed  lieiwfen 
the  seminary  and  justice  ;  andjusiice  de- 


to  which  it  had  not  the  shadow  of  a  Unl 
title.  The  restrictions  imposed  by  uw 
Ijcgielature  upon  the  Govemor-naeral 
ought  (o  be  construed  largely.  Ac  Le- 
gislature was  conferring  upon  that  officer 
extraordinary  powers — powers  nnknowa 
to  the  Constitution  (he  did  not  Mj  Unt 
they  were  unnecessarily  conferred),  aad 
therefore  he  contended  that  lbs  tealcie- 
tions  imposed  upon  such  powcra  ought  te 
be  construed  most  largely.  By  the  Ofdi- 
nance  passed  with  respect  to  (be  icminarf, 
the  Legislative  restrictiuni  had  bece  cook 
pit'lely  disregarded  and  put  atide.  That, 
however,  he  held  aa  nothing,  coapered 
with  the  illegality  of  the  ordinaaoe  in 
another  respect.  It  in  effect,  ocetad 
an  Ecclesiastical  corporation  of  RmiA 
priests.  He  ventured  lo  aaT,  that  llm 
was  the  first  time  since  the  Refb 
that  the  English  GovernmeDt  ha 
such  an  at'i.  Jamcf  3d.  even  n 
to  dii  it.  Father  Peire  never  w 
advise  the  attempt.  It  was 
the  noble  Viscount's  Govemnwot  in  1841 
lo  do  it.  This  waa  all  in  the  Dataiel 
course  of  things,  be  suppoiHl.  Wt  wae 
now  fuvoured  with  new  ligbia,  adapted  te 
Ihe  spirit  of  the  sgr,  and  nuat  nwdecc 
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oimelres  accordingly.  Still,  boweirer, 
we  had  yet  a  constitation,  and  laws,  and 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  Constituttoo 
ought  to  be,  and,  he  doubted  not,  would 
be  maintained  by  their  Lordships.  He  was 
sure  their  Lordships  would  not  tolerate 
an  attempt  to  create  an  ecclesiastical  cor- 
poration of  Romish  priests  in  defiance  of 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  country. 
What  was  the  6rst  object  of  an  act  of  in- 
corporation ?  It  was  to  make  the  body  to 
which  it  was  applied  perpetual.  Then,  he 
asked,  could  a  Protestant  Government — 
could  a  Protestant  Legislature,  if  it  were 
what  it  professed  to  be — could  it  dare  to  at- 
tempttoperpetuate  thatwhich,  ifit  believed 
the  creed  it  professed  to  hold,  it  must  not 
only  think  ought  not  to  be  perpetuated, 
but  must  be  satisfied  would  at  last  cease 
to  exist  P  It  was  impossible,  he  con- 
ceived, for  a  Protestant  Legislature  to  in- 
corporate a  body  of  Popish  prtestv — [A 
noble  Lord  **  Romish."]— Well,  Romish 
priests ;  he  had  no  objection  to  use  that 
word,  if  noble  Lords  liked  it  better. 

He  would  now  venture  to  call  their  Lord- 
ships'  attention  to  the  Act  of  the  24th  of 
Henry  8th.,  c.  12.,  as  one  of  the  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  realm.  That  statute  de- 
scribed the  state  and  constitution  of  Eng- 
land ;  it  claimed  for  the  imperial  Crown  of 
this  realm,  independence  of  every  foreign 
power ;  it  declared  that  to  it  was  attached 
a  body  politic,  compact  of  different  sorts 
and  classes  of  persons,  called  by  the 
names  *'  spiritual  *'  and  *'  temporal ;  and 
that  the  body  which  was  bound  to  the  im- 
perial Crown  of  Great  Britain,  was  suffi- 
cient of  itself  to  discharge  all  the  demands 
of  justice  within  the  realm ;  and  it  pro- 
ceeded, therefore,  to  declare,  that  it  should 
be  unlawful  to  make  any  appeal  whatever 
to  any  foreign  state,  and  it  specially 
ousted  the  jurisdiction  of  Rome.  That 
statute  was  one  of  the  most  important 
ever  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  this 
country.  It  was  a  grave  declaratory 
statute  of  the  ancient  constitution  of 
this  realm ;  and  that  statute,  be  it 
remembered,  was  passed  before  Henry 
8th.  had  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the 
Romish  church.  Again,  the  16lh  section 
of  the  Act  of  I  Elizabeth,  cap.  1, 
enacted — 

<'  That  no  foreign  prince,  person,  palate 
state,  or  potentate,  tpiriiutd  or  temporal,  shall 
at  any  time  aAer  this  Session  of  Parliament 
use,  exercise,  or  enio^r  any  manner  of  power, 
jurisdiction,  superiority,  authority,  prs-emi- 


nence,  or  privilege,  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical^ 
within  this  realm^  or  within  any  other  your 
Majesty's  dominions  or  countries  that  now  hw 
or  hert^ter  ihall  be.*' 

It  was  illegal  to  incorporate  any  body, 
in  any  part  of  the  territories  belonging  to 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  ac- 
knowledged the  authority  of  a  foreign 
power.  But  the  ordinance  was  also  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  Quebec  Act  of 
1774,  and  also  of  the  Slst.  Geo,  3d., 
commonly  called  the  Constitutional  Sta- 
tute of  Canada,  by  which  it  was  distinctly 
declared,  while  the  utmost  favour  should 
be  given  to  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabit- 
ants of  Canada  in  the  free  exercise  of  their 
religion,  that  must  still  be  subject  to  tho 
supremacy  of  the  Crown,  as  defined  br 
the  1st  of  Elizabeth,  to  extend  over  all 
the  dominions  of  her  Majesty  ''which' 
now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be."  So 
fundamental  was  the  Queen's  supre- 
macy in  the  Constitution  of  the  coun- 
try, and  so  extensive  in  its  effects  whor- 
ever  the  Protestant  empire  existed,  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  Crown  itself  to 
set  it  at  nought.  Indeed,  this  was  one 
of  those  things  which  transcended  the 
power  of  the  Crown.  It  was  also  beyond 
— he  would  not  say  the  force,  but  the  moral 
power  of  Parliament,  to  do  anything  in 
derogation  of  the  fundamental  statute  to 
which  he  had  referred.  What,  then,  was 
this  ordinance?  Its  first  obiect  was 
to  make  the  seminary  an  ecclesiastical 
corporation.  This  audacious  proceeding 
— he  beeged  pardon — ^he  would  retract 
that  wore.  It  would  be  ^correctly  applied 
only  if  the  thing  actually  attempted^  to  be 
done,  had  been  intended  in  violation  of 
our  fundamental  laws ;  but  be  must  sup- 

fiose  that  the  matter  had  obtained  very 
ittle  consideration  from  the  special  coon- 
cil — that,  indeed,  they  really  had  not  been 
aware  what  they  were  about ;  for  he  never 
conld  believe  that  they  would  venture  on 
so  bold  tn  experiment  as  violating  the 
fundamentsd  laws  of  the  realm.  It  was 
entirely  to  want  of  reflection  be  attributed 
a  proceeding  so  rash  and  so  unparalleled 
for  nothing  like  it  had  ever  been  heard  of 
I  before.  Was  there  the  slightest  neces- 
sity for  incorporating  the  seminary?  If 
there  were,  that  would  be  a  plea,  but  not 
an  excuse,  for  the  ordinance:  but  it 
was  perfectly  idle  to  pretend  that  it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  seminary  an  ecfele- 
siastical  corporation,  or  a  corporation  afull* 
Even  if  it  bad  been  Just,  wise,  and  pthptt 
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to  graot  to  this  seminary  the  property  in 
question,  and  he  would  prove  it  was  not 
just,  wise,  or  proper,  still  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary to  make  it  an  ecclesiastical  incor- 
poration, or  a  corporation  at  all.  Upon 
what  authority  did  he  say  this?  On  the 
authority  of  the  British  Legislature  itself 
in  a  most  important  instance — the  estab- 
lishment of  the  College  of  Maynooth. 
That  college  was  enabled  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament to  hold  lands,  but  was  it  made 
a  corporation  ?  Nothing  like  it.  No  one 
in  those  days  ever  dreamt  of  such  a  thing. 
Effect  was  given  to  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  by  creating  trustees,  and  en- 
abling them  to  hold  property  for  such  a 
length  of  time  as  the  educational  necessi- 
ties of  the  Roman  Catholics  might  require. 
He  would  say  frankly  and  freely,  that  he 
regarded  this  as  only  one  of  many  in- 
stances of  the  encroaching  spirit  of 
Popery.  Never,  never,  since  the  era  of 
the  Reformation,  did  greater  danger  me- 
nace the  peace  of  Europe,  and  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  every  free  state  in  Europe  ; 
ay,  and  beyond  it,  especially  in  America, 
and  our  own  colonics  there  and  elsewhere 
(particularly  Newfoundland),  from  the  gi- 
gantic strides  made  by  Romanism  to  re- 
sume its  power ;  and  never  was  its  pro- 
gress watched  with  such  utter  indiflfer* 
ence;  nay,  he  wished  he  could  say  with 
indifference,  but  he  feared  he  must  state 
with  such  favour  by  the  Government  of 
this  country.  [Viscount  Melbourne ;  No.] 
The  noble  Viscount  disclaimed  it.  Then 
he  retracted  the  assertion,  and  would  be- 
lieve, that  the  noble  Viscount  did  not  in- 
tend to  favour  Popery,  however  the  acts 
of  his  Government  mi^ht  seem  to  indicate 
the  contrary.  The  noble  Viscount  must 
be  aware,  that  there  was  some  apparent 
ground  for  misconstruing  his  intentions. 
He  must  recollect  certain  expressions 
which  fell  from  him  a  few  years  ago,  and 
which  he  (the  Bishop  of  Exeter)  would  not 
repeat,  because  they  had  become  '*  fami- 
liar as  household  words,*'  and  now  here 
was  the  proposed  incorporation  of  the 
seminary.  Of  course  it  was  not  intended  to 
favour  Popery  ;  and,  for  aught  he  knew 
to  the  contrary,  it  might  have  been  sup- 
posed, that  the  incorporation  of  the  semi- 
nary would  be  for  the  good  of  the  Go- 
vernment and  the  province.  So  it  was, 
we  had  a  Government  professing  attach- 
ment to  the  Church  of  England,  which 
was,  in  appearance,  doing  all  it  could  to 
favour  Romanism,  yet  declaring  all  the 


time  that  it  intended  aotbiog  of  the 
It  happened^  that  amongst  the  documenCa 
placed  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  by 
the  noble  Marquess  near  him  (Marqnaes 
of  Normanby),  when  he  was  Coloniftl  Se- 
cretary, was  a  paper  in  which  a  Ronaa 
Catholic  functionary  was  styled  **  Biabop 
of  Quebec"  The  language  he  believed 
was  used  in  pure  ioaoceooe ;  bot  it  was 
an  indication  of  the  way  in  which  ihete 
matters  were  treated  by  the  GoverDmenU 
At  the  time  of  the  capitulation  of  Quebec, 
one  of  the  points  most  strenuously  urged 
on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  was,  ibei 
there  should  be  an  acknowledged  Romeo 
Catholic  Bishop  of  Quebec.  In  ihoae 
days  the  very  notion  of  such  a  thing  wee 
laughed  at,  and  every  attempt  subse- 
quently to  establish  a  Roman  CathoAio 
bishop  had  been  set  at  nought.  To  show 
the  jealousy  which  had  prevailed  upoe  ibis 
point,  he  would  refer  to  a  transactioa 
which  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  some 
of  their  Lordships.  A  Roman  Catholic 
clergyman  had  gone  from  Quebec  to  Rone. 
and  was  there  appointed  a  bishop  in 
jKirtibus  by  the  Pope.  He  returned  to 
Quebec,  and  secretly  prevailed  with  (hs( 
remaining  members  of  the  old  chapter  et 
Quebec  to  elect  him  Bishop,  and  he  thea 
consecrated  another  Romish  ecclesiaslica 
by  authority  from  Rome,  to  be  a  bisbop  us 
partibus,  who  was  made  bis  coadjutor, 
cum  jure  successionis.  The  gofcraor  ie» 
ported  the  circumstance  of  the  conse- 
cration to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord 
Dartmouth,  who  wrote  him  a  very  sbsrp 
rebuke  for  having  suffered  it.  Now,  bo«^ 
ever,  the  Colonial  Secretary  openly  re- 
cognised the  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  oC. 
Quebec,  which  was  an  important  sign  of 
the  times,  which  it  was  their  dutj  not  to 
overlook.  He  regarded  it  as  a  matter 
of  regret,  that  there  was  no  Pfotsstaat 
Bishop  of  Quebec,  and  that  the  Pcolate 
who  succeeded  to  the  episcopal  functione 
of  the  last  bishop  did  not  also  adopt  bis 
title  of  Bishop  of  Quebec.  All  these  Dio» 
cccdings  rendered  it  necessary  that  tncir 
Lordships  should  watch  what  was  going 
on.  They  must  keep  their  eyes  open. 
Or,  if  they  were  resolved  to  wink  at  erary 
thing,  yet,  wink  as  bard  they  pleased,  tbej 
could  not  be  altogether  blind. 

There  was  another  ground  on  which  he 
contended  this  ordinance  must  soeiebow 
or  other  be  blotted  out  of  the  legisbtion  of 
Canada— it  was  in  direct  defiancCi  in  the 
very  teeth,  of  a  most  important 
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Aot  of  UnioB,  which  mi  puMd  ImI  yaw. 
Bj  Ihs  3rd  and  4lh  Victorik,  e.  36  (tbe 
act  (o  reunite  the  proviiicei  of  Upper  and 
Lower  Caaada),  the  oonwiidtted  nind  of 
the  proTiQce  wei  char^ — 


M>eral  lanrlcM  and  purpoMs  named  Iq  the 
•ohedales ;  iiid  lo  long  u  the  Mid  toiM  ibonld 
be  peyabLe  to  her  MijMty,  tbe  tana  ihould 
b«  accepted  and  taken  b;  ber  Hajeiiy,  li^ 
•lead  of  all  tenitorial  aod  other  ra*eniMi  now 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown ;  aod  all  the  pro- 
duce of  Ibe  siiid  territorial  and  other  r**eiiues 
now  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown,  withtn  the 
province  of  Canada,  should  be  paid  orer  to 
the  said  consolidated  fund." 

By  that  act  tbe  Crown  had  put  it  out  of 
ill  power  to  eierciee  any  control  oTer  tbe 
property  which  the  GoveinmeDt  now  af- 
tected  to  give  to  the  seminary.  He  made 
that  assertion  on  the  authority  of  the  com- 
misiiooenon  grievancea.  In  their  fint  re- 
port, p.  4,  they  gave  part  oftheapeech  by 
which  Lord  Gosford  opened  the  proviofiial 
Parliament  of  Canada.     He  laid, 

"  I  hare  received  tbe  con  mauds  of  our  moat 

Sacious  Sovereign,  to  acquaint  joa  that  bii 
BJGSiy  is  disposed  to  place  under  the  control 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  all  public 
monies  payable  to  hii  Majesty,  or  to  bi»  oIlU 
cen  i[i  Ibe  province,  whether  arising  froea 
taxes,  or  from  any  other  Canadian  nouroe:  but 
that  thii  cession  cannot  be  made,  eicept  on 
conditions  which  must  maturely  be  weighed" 

Hien,  af^r  atating  the  cooditioDi,  the 
commiaiioaeni  proceeded, 

"  We  have  now  slated  the  conditions  we 
should  think  necessary  in  pving  up  tbe 
right  of  appropriating  the  King^s  caiaal,  terri- 
torial, and  hereditary  revenue ;  but  in  order 
to  render  our  report  coropleie,  it  appears  de- 
sirable that  we  ihould  preserve  the  best  view 
;)ower  of  the  extent  of  cession  that  is  10 
—p.  13." 

After  atating  (he  pnaetit  aonreM  of  le- 


"  In  order  to  furnish  a  further  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  sacrifices,  not  only  pieeeot,  but 
pTDspective,  which  will  be  made  ny  tbe  pro- 
posed cession,  we  also  annex  a  list  (i«a  App., 
No.  4),  at  far  as  tha  tame  can  be  made  out,  of 
all  the  deKriptions  of  property  belaiofinK  to 
the  Crown  in  Lower  Canadi^  aa  well  ai  Mthe 
tights  of  the  Crown,  which  mongh  ib^  are  at 
present  unproductive,  may,  in  tha  coutM  of 
lime,  become  toarces  of  leveme." 

On  turning  to  Appendix,  No.  4,  b« 
found  a 

«  Statanent  of  all  iha  mptM,  wNOiv  at 


l^eaent  prodnotive  or  unproducdva,  from  whici) 
a  ravanue  may  accroa  to  (ba  Crown  in  Low 
Canada," 

And  wbat  did  their  Loidibipa  ibmk 
wu  the  10th  article  in  Ihat  liit?  Th* 
lOlh  ium  waa, 


Sach  waa  the  adviaod  report  of  tbaa^ 
cumtniaaioaera,  who  gave  Ibeir  oplaioni 
with  reapect  to  thia  aeDutian.  After  anch 
a  dialinct  renunciatioa  of  ihii  property  Ut 
tha  nroviocial  Legialatuie,  it  vaa  obr 
vionuy  inpoaaihle  to  defend  the  ordir 
nancs  on  priociplea  of  common  hooeti]^ 
The  Doble  ViKognt  ^Viacouut  Melbounia) 
might  think,  after  aU,  there  was  no  great 
danger  in  a  meaaure  of  thia  Mit,  but  be 
abould  recollect  that  nniem  did  not 
alwaya  ^arrv  with  ihcm  the  Afibcttoiu  of 
all  cfaaMaot  the.  people.  Iliey  had  bev4 
of  union*  vhichi  eren  forty  or  fifty  yean 
after  they  bad  been  effiicled,  were  eiiU 
matteit  of  great  aoreneaa  to  a  great  por- 
tion  of  the  people.  Tbey  heard  of  agtt*" 
tion  (qi  repeal,  even  without  tbe  abadp* 
of   a  pretence  of  grievance.     The  ooly 

[iretence  of  grievattce  in  the  cue  of  Ii% 
and  waa  reoreaaed  twelve  yeara  ago;  tot, 
allhoagfa  notbing  of  tbe  aoit  waa  tg  ha 
found  in  the  Act  of  Union,  it  waa  air 
leged  that  aomething  paased  between  the 
alateitnen  of  tbe  day  which  pledged  tha 
Government  to  tbe  admiiaioit  of  the 
Roman  Catholica  to  civil  rightii  and 
on  thia  poor  pretence  the  pasaiona  el 
the  people  were  arouied  againat  the 
Union.  What  would  be  (he  case  in  jV 
nada  1  They  would  have  do  mere  ihadov 
of  grievance  to  complain  of,  but  a  real, 
material,  embodied  grievaace  aiFecting  aU 
the  deareat  relations  of  life.  Common 
honesty  would  forbid  the  sanctioniDg  of 
auch  ao  ordinance ;  and  unleaa  the  noUe 
Viaconot  could  midce  it  diitioctly  plaia, 
not  only  to  their  Lordahipa,  bat  to  the  plan 
miods  of  all  men  in  Canada,  that  av^ 
would  not  be  the  effect  of  tbe  meaanre  If  it 
be  canied  into  effect,  he  implored  their 
Lordahipa  to  conaider  tbe  frightfal  evil*  to 
which  It  would  e*n  r<M>  'od  for  vbia 
that  Home  would  in  kkdo  meaiure  bs 
held  reapoDBiUt.  He  called  upon  tbrir 
Lordsbipa,  in  their  legislative  capacity,  (p 
consider  thia  matter.  Ha  wottld  not  mw 
call  upon  then)  for  tbeir  vote,  though  m* 
b^T  no  woild  to  on  a  future  occaawr 
but  bla  ooljT  ol:^  Dp*  wai,  ti>  eet  fiwlf 
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to  be  free  from  any  obligBtion,  uid  tbal  (Mp' 
posing  the  strict  \aga\  rishl  to  be  with  it  wad 
DOI  iTith  the  seroinsiy)  I  wu  ■!  libertjr  to  re- 
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and  Tairly  before  them  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  would  ask  for  it.  When  thai 
time  shouM  come,  he  hoped  their  Lonl- 
BhipB  would  hear  in  miod  that,  in  dealing 
with  the  ordinance,  they  murt  act  as  if 
Ifaey  were  dealing  with  a  bill  upon  the 
Table,  which,  without  their  consent, 
could  not  pass  into  a  law.  The  peti- 
tioners, in  the  meeting  which  was  held 
by  them  after  the  passing  of  the  or- 
dinance, declared  by  one  of  their  reso- 
lations,  that  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
proposed  to  deal  with  the  property  in 
question  is  a  fraudulent  evasion  of  the 
compact  entered  into  with  the  people  of 
the  provinces.  He  thought  that  in  the 
use  of  this  language  the  petitioners  had 
fone  further  than  they  ought  to  ha*e  done, 
because  be  conceived  that  the  Government 
could  not  have  intended  to  act  dishonestly. 
If  they  had  bo  intended,  no  language 
could  be  too  strong  to  be  applied  to  their 
conduct.  Had  the  petitioners,  instead  of 
calling  it  a  "  fraudulent  evasion,"  cha- 
racterised it  as  a  direct  viotalion  of 
the  compact  made  with  the  people  of 
the  provinces,  every  honest  man  must 
have  concurred  with  them.  And  who 
were  the  men  who  complained  of  this 
violation  of  good  faith  ?  The  very  men 
who  held  the  lower  province  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives,  by  their  own  energies, 
their  own  valour,  their  own  virtues,  at  a 
time  when  many,  at  least  of  the  disciples 
of  this  seminary,  were  doing  their  ut- 
most to  wrench  that  noble  possession  from 
the  British  Crown.  Such  a  body  of  men 
had  a  peculiar  claim  upon  this  country, 
both  from  the  time  at  which  the  ordinance 
was  proposed,  and  from  the  authority  by 
which  it  was  sought  to  he  carried  into 
effect.  It  was  when  the  constitution 
under  whicii  rhcy  liad  long,  gratefully, 
and  devotedly  lived,  was  suspended,  a 
COiisliluliou   lor  wliicli    they    had    Ibuglit 

stored — it  was  whin  lliis  consiitulton  was 
withheld  from  them  for  the  crimes  of 
others  that  the  onlinance  was  passed  by  a 
despotic  authority,  established  in  opposi- 
tion to  all  the  principles  of  the  British 
constitution.  This  was  a  grave  ijiieition, 
and  must  be  gravely  aiteniled  to;  but  be 
must  recur  to  what  the  Governor-general 
himself  said  of  the  ordinance.  Lord 
Sydenham  made  a  most  important  ad- 
mission with  respect  to  it.  He  said,  at 
the  conclusion  of  one  of  hit  despatches, 
«  Undoubtedly,  if  I  cousidered  the  Crown 


liberty  ic 

commend  the  appropriatioD  that  J  Ibou^it 
best,  I  should  not  mue  the  preieut  one.  Al- 
though the  seminary  is  a  most  useful  bodj, 
and  manages  ill  affairs  greatly  lo  the  advan- 
tage of  tlie  province,  I  would  willingly,  under 
such  circnmslances,  adopt  a  less  ezcfusiva  dia- 
ttibution  of  luch  targe  Crown  foods;  and, 
above  all,  I  would  increase  them  greatly,  ti^ 
raakiog  diose  who  would  then  b«  the  cenn- 
tairei  of  the  Crown  purchase  their  lieedou  at 
a  much  higher  rate." 

And  this  wu  the  reluctwit  concluaioa 
to  which  the  aoTernor-general  liwi  cone. 

"  But,  I  am  not  in  a  situation,  hampered  ai 
the  C'rowii  is  by  its  previous  engageraenta,  to 
take  such  a  course,  and,  therelbre,  lor  the  aaun* 
reasons,  I  come  lo  the  sane  conelotioB  aa 
those   to  whom  I  have  above  raferred  haw 

But  the  Governor-general  was  not  knowB 
to  their  Lordships  by  this  meainre  alooe. 
He  was  known  to  them  last  year  by  that 
important  measure  which  he  urged  os — 
the  Clery  Reserves  Bill :  and  did  they  than 
hear  anything  of  the  obligations  of  tba 
Crown  ?  He  would  remind  iheir  Lonla1ii|ia 
that  when  George  3rd — a  name  wfaieh 
should  never  be  mentioiKd  without  mtr- 
ence — consented  to  favour  the  Romaa 
Catholics  of  Canada  so  far  as  to  gin  tbert 
the  free  exercise  of  their  religJOD,  ha  took 
care  to  send  a  message  to  ParliaBrat, 
asking  that  Parliament  to  eoabla  him  to 
make  grants  of  lands  for  the  maiutraaacm 
and  security  of  the  Protetiaat  clergy,  and 
Parliament  did  so  most  gladly.  Wara  th* 
obligations  of  the  Crown  felt  Id  be  ao  stria- 
gent  then  ?  On  the  contrary,  did  nolthil 
very Governorof  Canada  then  recomnNnJA 
measure,  which  directly  set  at  nought  attl 
trampled  in  the  dust  all  those  r^ti  of 
the  Protestant  clergy,  which  were  eoo- 
secraled  by  the  acknowledged  oath  of  iba 
Sovereign  ?  What  had  occurred  in  |Im 
reign  of  George  .Ird,  also  occnired  m  that 
of  William  4ih,  when  the  noble  Earl  (iha 
Earl  of  Kipon)  was  Colonial  V 
and  the  noble  Viscount  (M 
Member  of  the  Governmenl, 
that  power  and  influence  which  a 
long  to  him  as  the  menberof  any  f 
ment.  King  William  4th,  under  the  ad- 
vice of  a  cabinet  of  which  tba  imbh  ^Trnm 
count  was  a  leading  Member,  seat  a 
message  to  the  legislature  of  Canada, 
desiring  them  to  make  BTTanganwais  16 
put  an  end  to  tha  difficaltici  r~     ' 
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the  clergy  reserves,  ftnd  in  thftt  message  ike  ground  traversed  by  the  rer.  Prelnta, 

was  the  following  passage: —  and  that  it  will  be  aofficieBt  to  treait 

the  question  as  it  really  staDda—iHiiDely^ 

"  Bound,  no  less  by  his  personal  feelings,  the  presentation  of  a  petition— witbovl 

than  by  the  sacred  obligations  of  that  sution  dbcnssing  the  whole  of  the  atatemtaU 

lo  which  Providence  has  called  him,  to  watch  ^^ j  ««»«wia«*.  k^...*k»  iv.«-mr4  *^  -«««.-.^ 

over  the  interests  of  all  the  ProtcsUnt  churches  fj""^  ajjainents  brought  forward  to  rapport 

within  his  dominions,  hb  Majesty  could  never  «•  .  Ihe  rejr.  Frelate  Ultes  as  his  firttob- 

consent  to  abandon  those  interests  with  a  view  jectioo  to  this  ordinance  that  It  was  Mt 

to  any  objects  of  temporary  and  apparent  ez-  properly  passed  in  Upper  Canada— an  ob» 

pediency/'  jectioa  not  stated  in  the  petitioo«  an  id- 

„..,„,.,            .       ,  legation  not  made  in  the  petition,  but 

Yet,  m  spite  of  all  this,  the  promise  of  which  resU  entiroly  on  iu  own  authority, 

a  Sovereign—the  declaration  in  an  act  of  which  he  has,  no  doubt,  received  frooi 

Parliament,  and  solemn  recognition  of  the  those   persons   who    sent  him  this  po. 

ancient  constitutional  law— soch  obliga-  tition,  and  instructed  him  on  the  ralriect 

tions  did  not  hamper,  but  were  '*  snapped  in  The  rev.  Prelate  proceeded  to  say— though 

two  like  withes  iu  the  hand  of  the  strong  it  was  sUted  in  the  despatch  that  the 

man"    by    the  Governor-gcneral,    under  council  acted  on  the  fullest  dtseuasioii^ 

whose  authority  these  reserves  were  to  be  that  they  did  not  receive  some  information 

applied  to  pay  all  the  Ministers  of  religion  which  they  ought  to  have  received,  and 

to  whom  the  faith  of  the  Government  was  that  some  motions  were  madd  there  whick 

pledged ;   and  amongst  them  were  the  were  negatived.    It  is  impossible  for  mm 

Roman  Catholics,  for,  according  to  the  list  to  answer  such  a  charge.     We  must  give, 

given  in  by  Sir  George  Arthur,  l,500t  my  Lords,  that  Assembly  credit  for  pio* 

was  to  be  given  to  ministers  of  the  church  ceeding  on    such    information    as  they 

of  Rome.     That  was  done  in  a  stetute  deemed  satisfactory ;    and  it  b  imposribfo 

which    their  Lordships  had   passed   last  for  us  on  the  mero  statement  of  the  ror. 


year  on  the  urgent  soliciteUon  of  the  same  Prelate  to  condemn  the  course  which  they 

Governor-general,  who  now  told  them  that  took,  or  hi  any  respect  to  impogn  tlioir 

he  should  not  wish  to  urge  the  present  mea-  ordinance  for  informality.  It  must  be  sm- 

sure,  "if  the  Crown  were  not  hampered  by  posed   this    body  did  their  doty;  and, 

its  previous  engagements."   He  would  not  cerUinly,  with  regard  to  other  parte  of 

waste  their  Lordships'  time  further ;  but  he  the  charge  against  them,  in  which  it  was 

should  call  on  their  Lordships,  when  the  said  that  some  persons  had  voted  in  a 

hour  came  for  sanctioning  this  ordinance,  certain  way,  and  that  they  had  reasons  for 

to  stand  between  their  Protestant  fellow-  doing  so,  and  that  somebody  would  havn 

subjects  and  this  most  fatal  measure.    He  voted  against  the  ordinance,  but  that  hie 

said  fatal,  because  he  did  not  think  that  views  being  made  known  to  the  Governor* 

the  considerations  of  duty,  good  faith,  and  general  he  was  sent  for,  and  (th<wgb  k 


religion,  could  be  trampled  upon  with  im- 
punity, even  by  the  Legislature  iUelf. 
More  he  could  not  say ;  but  with  this 
conviction,  he  moved  that  the  petition  lie 
on  the  Table. 

Viscount  Melbourne :  Perhaps,  my 
Lords,  in  presenting  a  petition  relating  to 
a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  em- 
bracing a  subject  the  details  of  which 
were,  in  some  degree,  involved  in  obscurity 
and  not  very  familiar  to  your  Lordships, 
the  rev.  Prelate  may  be  considered  as 
taking  no  unusual  or  improper  course, 
in  stating  somewhat  more  particularly 
than  would  be  necessary  on  another 
occasion,  the  whole  of  his  views  on  the 
question,  and  entering  upon  it  at  great 
length ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  I  ani  sure 
your  Lordships  will  feel  that  it  is  not  ne« 
cessary  for  ma  to  go  oter  tbi  wbolo  of 


was  not  even  alleged  that  his  vote  was 
influenced  bv  that  cironmstence)  the  bane 
fact^beingteken  as  coficlusive-*why,  than 
never  was  a  measure  passed  in  any  assem- 
bly (I  will  answer  for  it)  whidi  was  mH 
attacked  upon  such  grounds,  and  in  tba 
progress  of  which,  was  not  snbjeet  to  ob- 
servations  and  imputatetions  of  this  na- 
ture. I  therefore  feel  I  do  not  ask  tao 
much  when  I  call  on  your  Lordships  an* 
tirely  to  dismiss  from  yonr  minds  all  tbi 
accusations  which  the  noUe  Plrdaia  baa 
brought  forward  on  this  point,  partienlail; 
when  they  are  contradictod  by  tba  nsnal 
conduct  of  the  governor  and  eoancfl;  and 
by  his  own  statement  of  the  proceadingt 
of  the  council.  It  is  not  a  matter  an 
which,  as  I  have  said  aliaady,  I  can  ba  in- 
structed or  assured.  I  can  only  saj  Ail  I 
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look  place  in  the  tnode  of  proceeding  in 
Ihe  council^  and  thai  the  ordinance  was 
passed  in  accordance  with  the  rules  which 
regulate  such   an  assembly.    The   right 
rer.  Prelate  next  passes  to  a  statement 
concerning  the  respectability!  the  numt>er, 
weighty  and  importance  of  the  petitioners. 
I  cannot  say  anything  to  the  contrary.   It 
ii  a  petition  identical  in  form  with  one 
which  was  transmitted  by  the  Governor- 
general,  in  March,  1840,  to  he?  Majesty ; 
and  Ihe  right  rev.  Prelate  admits  that  Ihe 
despatch  of  my  noble  Friend  is  correct  in 
which  he  alleges  that  many  of  the  persons 
who  signed  the  petition  have  since  taken 
advantage  of  this  ordinance  and  settled 
their  rights  of  property  under  it.    That  this 
IscI  is  to  be  considered  as  retracting  and 
rendering  null  their  signatures  to  this  pe- 
liliooy  I  do  not  assert ;  but  I  am  justified 
in  asserting  that  it  affords  some  presump- 
tion that  they  would   probably    be  un- 
willing   to    reverse  compositions  and  to 
alter  settlements  which  they  have  made 
under  an  ordinance  of  which  they  have 
IHken    the    benefit,    and    probably   now 
think  that  they  have  derived  advantage. 
The  rev.  Prelate  has,  in  addition  to  those  I 
have  noticed,  gone  into  a  variety  of  topics 
through  which  I  shall  not  venture  to  fol* 
low  him  on  the  present  occasion.     He  has 
traced  the  whole  history  of  this  seminary 
of  St.  Sulpice-i-how  it  stood  before  the 
conquest  of  Canada— how  it  was  affected 
by  the  capitulation— 4iow  it  was  affected 
by  the  grant  from  the  seminary  of  Paris 
after  the  capitulation-— how  it  was  affected 
by  the  act  of  1774 ;    and  he  says  that  on 
all  these  matters  very  considerable  legal 
doubts  have  arisen,  and  that  many  govern- 
ments have  received  opinions  of  great 
weight  and  eminence  impugning  the  rights 
of  the  seminary  to  those  estates  and  feu* 
dal  tenures  which  they  contend  belong  to 
them.     Now,  there  is  nodoubt  of  that ; 
but  the  rev.  Prelate  must  have  seen  how 
the  questbn  really  stands  at  present  from 
the  lengthened  arguments  which  he  used 
against  the  report  of  the  commissioners* 
a  report  by  which  he  felt  he  was  much 
pressed,  and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  so 
distinct,  clear,  and  decisive,  that  1  do  not 
see  what  stand  can  be  made  against  it. 
These  are  the  words  of  the  commission- 
era:^- 

"That  whether  or  not  the  legal  title  be  in 
seminary,  the  King  has  done  numerous  acts 
wkich  would  render  it  very  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  Crown  to  contest  it,  except  for 


the  attainment  of  some  great  puhlia  ffooi^ 
which  could  not  be  gained  oy  any  other  meuii^ 
We  do  not  wish  to  assert  that  the  Crown  turn 
or  has  not  the  right ;  but  only  that  it  has  oon- 
stantlv  pursued  a  course  implying  that  the  nvM 
woula  not  be  claimed.  We  do  not  saj,  lor 
instance,  that  the  deed  of  gift  in  1764  waf 
valid ;  but  at  least  that  there  is  every  reaaoB 
to  beUeve  that  Uie  Ring,  by  his  Miaistfr,  ««• 
couraged  the  execution  of  iU  Bat  we  do  a^p 
that  after  seventy  years  of  unintenapied  not» 
session  under  the  British  CroMm,  confirmea  by 
so  uniform  a  succession  of  acts  tending  to  ita 
recognition,  to  enter  upon  a  long,  and  peiliapa 
doubtful  legal  contest,  capaUe,  as  we  hmtm 
seen,  of  being  protracted  by  a  multipMiy  tf 
arguments  on  both  sides,  eouki  never  ba  jaslk 
fied,  except  for  the  sake  of  some  gieal  piiUio 
good,  not  to  be  compassed  fagr  a^j  tiUnp- 

means." 

f 

And  then,  my  Lprda,  I  be|^  yM  lo 
sider  that  at  the  time  the  BrMiah  ' 
possession  of  Montreal,  in  1763,  Ibe 
nary  of  St.  Sulpice  enjoyed  all  thia 
perty,  and  the  complete  axeroiae  ot 
seignorial  rights  to  which  it  had  sine* 
claim.  I  say,  then,  that  if  Ihe 
of  governor  after  governor — of 
after  council-  of  the  statute  of  I774«««ff 
so  many  assembliee--of  tbo  ataUila  aff 
1790,  when  the  Canadian  Act 
all  which  the  possession  of  the 
was  admitted,  and  the  consplele 
cise  of  their  seignorial  righta 
lodged,  does  not  constitute  a 
fixed  title,  there  is  nothing  aetllod  or 
among  mankind.  If  such  a 
things  does  not  convey  the 
a  moral  and  equitable  right  of  nrofwe%j^ 
superseding  any  purely  legal  rignt  wkUk 
may  by  possibility  have  exialad, 
in  human  affairs  can  be  lookadl 
fixed,  settled,  stable,  and  pei 
This  ordinance  has  accordmgly 
framed  in  order  to  relieve  the  poivis  9i 
that  country  from  those  evila  wkn  lbs 
tenures  heretofore  observed  there  iofliel  «i 
it.  There  is  no  attack  made  on  tho  tmm 
of  the  ordinance  which  complies  vilk  ihf 
report  of  Mr.  Buller,  and  the 
far  as  it  could  be  collected,  of  the 
taires.  If  the  rev.  Prelate  ahonld  be  ii^ 
duced  to  carry^into  effect  (hat  which  hi 
seems  to  hold  forth,  and  to  bring  fonmi 
this  question  in  a  manner  w&idi  wniiM 
lead  to  a  vote  of  a  more  decisiva  charasi 
tcr,  I  do  think  that,  on  coBsidcralioa,|o«r 
Lordships  will  feel  that  this  ordioaooa  Ii 
the  best  mode  in  which  the  matter  cooU 
be  settled,  and  that  it  will  be  vosr  Ldb4» 
ships'  duty  not  (0  advise  her  Mij^ialf  If 
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withboid  her  assent  ffom  It*  The  ret.  Pf«* 
late  has  taken  a  great  iDan}r  objections  to 
the  ordinance,  such  as  that  it  wits  contrary 
to  the  powers  of  the  Canadian  Act,  For 
these  assertions  he  has  gifen  no  ground 
whatever.  He  has  also  stated  that  to  make 
this  body  an  ecclesiastical  corporation  is 
contrary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
the  constitution.  I  must  say  I  cannot  go 
along  with  the  reasonings  of  the  ref  •  Pre^ 
late.  I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in 
his  objection  ;  nor  do  I  think  there  b  any 
weight  in  the  objection  founded  on  the  act 
of  union,  because^  unquestionably,  the  act 
of  union  relates  to  the  property  of  the 
Crown  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that 
measure ;  whereas  this  property  had,  pre- 
viously to  this  act,  been  surrendered  by 
the  CrQwn  by  this  ordinance.  The  rer. 
Prelate  says  that  there  is  on  our  part  a 
disposition  to  flivour  and  assist  the  pro* 
gress  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  I  can  only, 
of  course,  simply  deny  that  any  feeling  of 
that  kind  eiists  amongst  the  Gbvernment; 
und  shall  merely  add  to  that  disclaimer  the 
opinion,  that  the  slight  matter  he  hat  men- 
tinned  of  the  accidental  recognition  of  the 
title  of  the  Bishop  of  Quebec  does  not,  I 
think,  form  a  sufficient  foundation  for  to 
grave  a  charge.  The  rev.  Prelalo  says 
the  Church  of  Rome  is  making  great 
strides  and  encroachments,  and  that  she 
encounters  but  a  weak  and  feeble  resist- 
auce.  There  may  be  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Church  of  Rome  to  make  great 
strides  and  encroachments  on  the  civil 
power.  I  do  not  deny  that  there  is  aoch 
a  wish :  but  is  that  inclination  quite  con* 
fined  to  the  Church  of  Rome?  Is  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Scotland  very  Cm- 
bio  in  her  demands  at  the  present  day  ? 
Is  the  Church  of  England  quite  free  from 
a  tendency  to  encroachments  upon  tem- 
poral authority,  or  unaffected  by  the 
spirit  of  domination  ?  Can  we  forget  the 
rev.  Prelate's  speech  on  the  Church  Disci- 
pline Bill  ?  Have  we  not  heard  his  speech 
to-night,  in  which  he  broadly  laye  down 
the  doctrine  that  there  are  matters  which 
the  Parliament  may  settle  by  force,  but 
which  are  above  its  moral  jurisdiction? 
That,  to  my  mind,  looks  yery  like  a  domi* 
neering  principle ;  and  if  the  rev*  Pralalo 
had  generalised  his  opinion  and  stated  that 
at  the  present  moment  all  the  ecclesiastical 
bodies  and  persuasions  were  aspiring  to 
extend  their  power  and  influence,  I  should 
perhaps  not  be  inclined  to  differ  very 
widely   from   him*      I   trust  that,  not- 


withataodlDf  the  olabovato  aad  po«peiit> 
ful  spaeoh  or  the  tev.  Prtlalo,  yont  Loi4i* 
ahipa  will  bo  of  opnion  that  this  Is  t 
fair  setdement  of  a  difficult  qaeition»  Md 
that  yon  will  be  extremely  onwilliog  to  te* 
terfers  with  that  which  may  havo  a  Mry 
material  effact,  either  in  cooBrming  tbit 
tranquillity  or  distarfoing  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  of  an  important  pari  of  the 
British  empire. 

The  Duke  of  WMimot^  mnit  mj  that 
the  House  should  tm  indebled  to  «ht 
right  rev.  Prelate  for  teinging  this  quoi^ 
Uon  forward^  and  for  thro*inf  so  wiwdh 
light  upon  it.  The  manner  in  vhioii  tkt 
attention  of  the  Honee  had  been  oaHed  !• 
it  would  enable  it  to  deoido  wbelhor  of  nsil 
they  were  bonad  to  take  fbrlher  itetM  4r 
the  matter.  He  must  say  thai  tbtf  noU* 
Viscoiint  did  not,  in  bis  Opinion,  do  ieMi| 
justice  to  the  argoaseota  of  tho  right  vaiK 
Pffdato«  partietilarly  that  with  reafMMl  m 
the  firat  part  of  the  speech,  in  |relatioQ  m 
the  oonsideration  of  the  oidioanoe  in  An 
Counoil  of  Lower  Canada.  It  was  pev^ 
fectly  trtte  that»  in  the  oonaideffatiott  aff 
every  legislative  qoeatioo,  there  wai  gOMH 
rally  a  great  diffiireaoe  of  opinioD*  TImM 
was  tbie  difihsenoe,  howover,  in  thin 
qoeetkm,  the  aoblo  Visooont  had  ptmm 
over  what  tho  right  rev,  Pralato  bad  m 
ably  dwelt  upon,  namely»  that  this  qwao* 
tion  had  been  oonsiderod  by  the  Cromioili 
which  had  met  under  the  actual  s«pefni«« 
tendeoce  of  tlie  Govemov-|eneral,— thai 
the  representative  of  her  Majesty  had  pio* 
sided  over  this  council.  All  thoae  irfOgH^ 
larities  had  been  noticed  by  tho  right  m$i 
Prelato-^namoly».  that  thie  flseasofo  kml 
bees  passed  ooder  tho  Qoferactbgeiioroni 
view }  that  ho  had  knowlodgo  of  ovem 
dehate  that  idited  to  it*  aiid  that  H 
was  he  who  bad  aotually  to  Urge  tbo  adop  i 
tioa  of  this  neaeuro,  toot^thatoiidiig^ 
aU  tho  objeetiona  which  ho  had  to  it»  aft 
stated  at  length  by  the  right  H9.  Prelate^ 
and  to  whieb  ho  (the  nobte  Doko)  oiiah 
say  no  aoa^er  whato«er  had  beio  gifa» 
by  the  noUe  ViaooonU  There  itm  m^ 
doobt  that  that  body  had  boesi  mmh  % 
corpofatioD--a  Romaa  CathoUo  ODspoiftfi 
tiesH-by  means  of  that  oedioMBOt  yol^ 
until  that  propoity  had  bee»  li|oUy  foele* 
in  theaa  by  tbo  oidiaanoo,  tliay  hod  Wi 
legal  right  whatovet  to  it.  Tiap  tha|| 
had  an  oquitaUf  right*  whieh  wm  feco|i. 
nieed  by  the  ooinmiisioeitfi>  and  thai  tiHli- 
tbo  noblo  Visooont  ssewad  lo  cernddsy  m< 
very  high  ill  Iho  disoi|iM»of  yds  t«HliOM 
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of  St.  Suipia. 


IBM 


Nor  did  he  mean  to  enter  any  objection  to 
the  validity  of  that  title ;  but  be  did  say^ 
that  neither  was  the  seminary  itself  a  legal 
body^  nor  did  it  possess  a  legal  property, 
and  that  in  order  to  legalise  it  and 
enable  it  to  convey  that  property  to  any 
one  else,  the  Government  were  obliged 
to  create  the  seminary  a  corporation, 
whereas,  if  that  ordinance  had  not  been 
made,  and  that  corporation  had  not  been 
created,  the  property  would  come  to  her 
Majesty,  and  her  Majesty  would  convey 
those  seignories  to  whom  and  for  what 
purpose  ^e  pleased.  He  was  very  much 
struck,  he  must  confess,  when  first  he 
read  the  petition  and  the  ordinance  re- 
lating to  this  subject ;  he  was  very  much 
struck  by  the  total  departure  it  evinced 
from  the  principle  of  the  Reformation ;  a 
principle  untouched  up  to  this  moment. 
And  be  entreated  their  Lordships,  what- 
ever they  might  think  on  the  subject  of 
this  ordinance  or  other  questions — he  en- 
treated the  attention  of  their  Lordships 
and  of  the  British  public  to  this,  that  this 
ordinance  was  the  first  blow  openly  struck 
by  authority  at  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
formation ;  principles  hitherto  upheld, 
particularly  throughout  Canada,  from  the 
period  of  the  conquest  down  to  the  pre- 
sent moment.  He  felt  strongly  on  this 
point  the  moment  he  saw  the  petition  and 
the  ordinance^  and  he  still  continued  to 
feel  strongly  on  the  subject  since  he  had 
heard  the  right  rev.  Prelate  state  that  it 
was  the  Governor-general,  not  a  Member 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  but  the  Go- 
vernor-general of  the  province,  who 
brought  forward  this  measure,  acting  on 
the  part  of  the  Queen,  whose  rights,  inter- 
ests, and  prerogative  it  was  his  duty  to 
protect,  and  which  he  should  have  pro- 
tected in  the  Legislative  Council.  Upon 
these  grounds  he  (the  noble  Duke)  felt 
strongly  on  this  question  ;  not  the  less 
so,  as  to  all  those  points  the  noble  Vis- 
count had  given  no  answer  whatever.  In 
considering  the  results  of  the  Act  of  Union 
passed  in  the  last  Session,  their  Lord- 
ships should  therefore  pause,  and  hesitate 
before  they  abstained  from  the  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  they  were  called  upon 
to  perform  in  relation  to  this  ordinance ; 
for  no  doubt  all  the  property  of  the 
Crown,  whether  in  possession  or  in  rever- 
sion, was  placed  by  the  Act  of  Union  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Canadian  Assembly. 
The  noble  Viscount  had  ziven  no  answer 
to   the  circarostances  adduced  reipect- 


ing  the  commission  of  inqviry,  which 
discovered  the  equitable  title  to  this  pro- 
perty as  being  rested  in  the  seminarj 
of  Saint  Sulpice,  which  discovered  also 
that  the  Crown  possessed  the  mlaa- 
ble  reversion  of  this  very  property^  Aod 
which  reversion  was  now  to  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada. 
Surely  the  noble  Viscount,  in  aettiog  ap 
the  importance  of  the  commission  in  svch 
strong  language,  must  have  made  some 
mistake,  which  it  was  to  be  hoped  Im 
would  explain.  Now  the  fact  was,  the 
Government  had  made  over  this  properly 
to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Assembly  of  Co* 
nada,  under  the  Act  of  Unioo,  and  they 
had  no  right  now  to  dispose  of  it  uoder 
an  unconstitutional  ordioancet  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  passed  eveo  oo 
other  grounds.  All  these  were  importaMt 
points,  calling  for  their  Lordships  coaoU 
deration.  He  felt  obliged  to  the  ff%hi 
rev.  Prelate  for  having  pointed  out  whan 
they  could  find  information  on  this  qnet- 
tion,  and  also  for  the  lominoos  stalewsot 
on  the  whole  case  which  he  bad  OHido 
that  evening.  But  it  rested  with  their 
Lordships  to  consider,  between  the  proaclit 
time  and  the  next  ten  or  twelve  daya^ 
whether  or  not  they  would  proceed  Air* 
ther  in  the  performance  of  those  doike 
which  they  were  empowered  to 
respecting  this  question.  He  (the 
Duke)  was  one  of  those  who  tboaght 
the  union  of  the  two  provinces  last 
was  premature — he  thought  that  ei 
stances  had  not  as  yet  prepared  the 
try  for  the  union ;  but  he  was  an#illi*|; 
to  pledge  their  Lordships  to  adofit  ^ 
opinions ;  and  he  was  unwilling  even 
to  press  their  Lordships  to  adopt  his  n 
on  this  occasion.  But  again  he  eotioaled 
their  Lordships  to  avail  themselves  of  Iho 
few  days  that  were  yet  at  their  disposMott 
to  consider  well  before  they  concioded 
an  act  which  invaded  seme  of  the  meat 
important  principles  that  ever  cane  oader 
the  attention  of  a  British  Parliaoieot-* 
some  of  them  relating  to  the  rdigion  ead 
the  religious  institutions  of  the  coontry  oe 
established  at  the  time  of  the  reformtioo, 
and  which  had  remained  aolooched  op  lo 
the  present  moment. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Adjourned. 


Clutnk^f 

[OUSG     OF    LORDS, 
Friday,  March  B,  1841. 
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•lunlion  («  Oh  P«ir-lvn.~  Br  tlw  B 

mm  mMatlfM,  t^inU  Om  Gnat  to  1Iit<">*)>— T 

thtBHlodKsiteiT.ftan  •*•  Tow^CoumU  of  Edta-     .      ,  .•,..,  ',     " 

buc^,  GxMialUnilinlntlHlnFOrt  IKitii^  iDdfton  J  COnld    not    DUt    thlDk,    that     &     COtDldetB 

MoUsIPiKtllloiwnofSIMiBl,  ftir  MadlixlIMbnii.—       ■  ...  .         ...  t   .. 

Bt^w  Diiluof  ButUocliHi.  (mnSital  KnlrndBAt 
CViTd.CHiIflU,  ^kiHtlh*  Rcpad  of  Uw  Cm4iin.— 
Bf  Lord  SinKwl,  (Mni  Rmihmallu,  Gn  thg  AbcUdoB 
of  PaliODii|«  In  Uh  ScaUh  Chuicti. 

CnrRCH  OP  Scotland.]  The  Duke  of 
ArgyU  wUhed  to  state  to  their  LordahiiM 
that  if  no  other  Perr  undertook  the  task, 
he  si 

duce  a  bill  upon  the  subject 
in  the  Churdi  of  Scotland. 

The  Earl  <J  Aberdeen  ofaMrTed,  that 
the  bill  which  he  had  brought  forward  In 


now  nw  ivitod  after xynod,  and  pM|4ift«ff 
after  prnoyter^,  all  adopting  lir  laige 
nugonliea  petitions  prajing  &  the  tow 
abolition  of  patronage,  wbuit  in  tbe  laat 
Sesdoo  of  Parliament)  the  very  Mine  p^ 
s  contented  themKlTes  hjIimitiBg  Oelr 
Lver  to  the  pcHut  of  non-intrusion,  ba 
lid  not  but  think,  that  a  comdeta 
ibange  had  taken  pla(»  in  the  views  m  th« 
dominant  party  In  the  Church,  and  tbat 
their  desire  now  was  for  the  abolition  of 
patronage  alone.  There  was  not  a  peti- 
tion  presented  to  the  House  in  the  coum 
of  the  present  SesNon,  that  did  not  pray 
for  the  total  abolition  of  patronage.  When 
the  noble  Duke  mentioned,  that  he  ted 
been  in  communicadtm  with  a  depotatiip 
of  the  committee  of  the  General  AsaeinUy, 
by  whom  he  was  infarmed,  that  the  iimtt 
of  the  dominant  party  did  not  extend  to 
the  total  abolition  eX  patronage,  ha  aabtd 


t;     ^^^'""k"    ^"''^^?'  ^^,  ^  ■  him  who  those  depntiee  were,  and  the  m. 


subject  of  Church  patronage,  had  had  the 
adrantage  of  the  support  of  the  noble 
Duke.  Ho  took  it  for  granted,  tberefi»e, 
that  the  measure  which  the  noble  Duke 
now  propoaed  to  introduce  could  not  he 
very  materially  different  from  that  which 
their  Lordships  had  already  considered. 
To  any  propoeilion  romiog  from  the  noble 
Duke,  he  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  ahould 
be  diapoaed  to  pay  the  utmoat  attention. 


.  that  he  thought  the  noble  Duke  would  find 
the  Usk  he  proposed  toundertalce  somewhat 
more  difficult  iban  he  was  at  present  aware 
of.  He  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen)  knew  it 
had  been  said,  and  by  some  of  uie  leaders 
of  the  General  Assembly,  that  there  were 
ambiguities  in  the  measure  which  he  (the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen)  had  introduced,  which, 
of  course,  might  he  removed  by  any  sub- 
M]uent  measure  brought  forward  by  the 


I  of  two 


Duke  mentioned  the  i 
gentlemen  who  particularly 
themselves  as  not  entertaining  a  daain  Rr 
the  abolition  of  patronasa.  Now,  in  An- 
gnst  hst,  a  gnat  public  meeting  for  the 
abolition  of  patronage  took  place.  Atthat 
meeting  violent  reaSntions  wei«  adoptai. 
The  maeting  pledged  themselfea  aolaMf , 
bafim  the  tee  S  Ood  and  man,  to  aw 
their  ntaaoat  endaaronrs  to  pnonre  the 
aboUtioB  of  patronagw,  and  an  aswriati<n 
was  formed,  whoao  aicrtiana  ware  t«  ba 
confined  to  that  obied  alone,  all  aBCular 
olyecta,  aa  they  called  than,  being  Ud 
entirely  aaide.  Upon  the  cMnmittee  ap- 
poiotca  to  cairy  thoae  resolutions  into  af- 
fect, and  to  form  other  similar  asaociatiapi 
throu^MUt  Scotland,  he  found  the  oaMO 
of  one  of  the  two  geotlauen  mentiuMd  ia 
him  by  tbe  noble  Duke.  A^iufhe  bud, 
1,  „  ,  ■-.-.,  T^  I  ^1.-  ..  that  ao  Ute  aa  the  last  week  of  Notemher, 
noble  Duke  If  the  noble  Duke  thought  IMO,  the  presbytery  of  Edinburgh  »*, 
fit  to  introduce  a  bill  for  that  pu'TW",  it  „d  a  motion  wai  made  by  a  TCryloOo^- 
should  receive  his  (the  Earl  of  Aberdeen  b)  jjj  pereoo,  in  a  very  riofent  nnch.  |br 
mo«t  respectful  attention.  With  respect  n^  abolition  of  n  ' 
ti>  tbe  Dnti-natronage  desire,  on  the  part 
of  the  domioBDt  party  in  the  Church  of 


"  The  qoeslioa  of  patnnafe,  (  said  tUs 


«.^!snd.l.e«>uldonly«vv  that  he  m».    fii:^J^'::;e*t:;:^^^ 
.rdially   wished,   that   the    noble    Duke    ^     FonneHy  anll.patroaage  men  wet*  mat 


might  be  right,  and  he  wrong  upon  thai    ,f,\^  ^ 
point.      He   was,  la^t  year,  of  the  same    that  it 


iriy  anli-patro 

, ,  that  tbay  wei 

IS  impossible  to  get  i 


wgachaaia — 
soitsMe' satOo- 


opinion  as  the  n<^le  Duke.     At  that  time,    mant,  and  ■  great  many  wank  ptsieiteei ;  Wl 
he  believed,  that  the  dominant  party  did    all  these  were  now  eot  of  nlaea    ihsy  wan 
uot  wish  for  the  abolition   of  patronage ;    pow  in  a  titaalioa  in  wUc^  thay  wouM  1m 
anil  he  expressed  that  convicticHi  over  and 
liver  again,  in  their  Lordiihips'  Iloase,  fullv 
believing  ihe  declarations,  tnat  were  made 
to  him  upon  the  subject.    But  when  be 


to  go  to  PartJaanBt  and  demand  its  aboluia*^' 

Now,  both  the  rev.  g 
by  tbe  noblo  Dako  wkb  | 
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meetine^  and  voted  for  the  motion.  How, 
after  that,  they  could  assure  the  noble 
Duke,  that  they  did  not  desire  the  dboH- 
tion  of  patronage^  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
^ve.  Front  the  circumstances  to  which 
he  had  alluded^  coupled  with  many  others^ 
he  had  been  led  to  araw  the  inference,  that 
the  non-intrusion  feeling  had  given  way  to 
an  abti-batronage  feeling  in  the  minds  of 
the  dominant  party  in  the  Church  of  Scot- 
land. He  sincerely  ho|)ed,  that  they 
might  be  adhamed  of  the  course  they  had 
taken,  and  that  the  noble  Duke  might  be 
right  in  his  estimate  of  what  their  wishes 
really  were.  If  so,  no  one  would  be  more 
happy  than  he  to  assist  the  noble  Duke  in 
legislating  upon  the  subject. 

The  Duke  of  Argyle  thooght  it  Yery 
extraordinary  that  he  should  have  received 
such  strong  assurances  from  the  gentle- 
men to  whom  he  had  referred  within  the 
last  ten  days.  If  the  dominant  party  in 
the  church  should  continue  to  press  their 
views  upon  the  subject  of  non-intrusion 
without  aiming  at  all  at  the  abolition  of 
patronage,  he  should  certainly  feel  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  bring  forward  a  measure  in 
the  course  of  the  Session. 


MAtoiTl^ADES.]  The  Bishop  of  Lond!ofi, 
seeing  the  Lord  Chatnberlain  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's household  in  his  fdace,  begged  to  put 
h,  question  to  him  respcctine  certain  per- 

I'Ofthances  which,  as  he  Was  Informed,  had 
tttelv  becift  eiten  at  DrUry-Iane  theatre. 
Their  Lordships  would  be  aware  that  for- 
merly dramatic  riiptesentations  were  not 
allowed  to  take  place  at  the  larger  theatres 
on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays  in  Lent.  Two 
years  ago,  in  consequence  of  a  motion  in 
the  HouRe  of  Commons,  the  practice  was 
olte^,  and  dramatic  perforraahocs  were 
now  allowed  every  evening  during  Lent, 
\Vith  the  exception  of  Wednesday  and 
Friday  in  the  first  and  last  week.  He  was 
not  then  going  to  express  to  their  Lord- 
ships the  feeling  with  which  he  viewed 
that  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He 
looked  upon  it  as  a  hopeless  task  to  seek  the 
revocation  of  it,  and  therefore  would  allow 
it  to  pass  without  comment;  but  he  be- 
lieved it  was  not  understood  at  the  time 
that  the  House  of  Commons  came  to  that 
vote,  that  the  leave  to  keep  the  theatres  for 
dramatic  performances  was  to  extend  to 
another  kind  of  performances  of  a  far 
more  objecticmable  nature,  namely,  to  mas- 
querades or  hal  mttfqurx^  one  of  which  had 
already  taken  place,  not,  i(  wds  true,  U|ion 


a  Wedneadajr  or  Friday,  bat  vpon  ft  Mod« 

day,  during  the  present  season  ot  Lent,     ft 

mattered  not  much  upon  #hat  day  sn  met 

that  could  not  be  ledaemed  had  taken  pWrn  | 

bnt  it  became  of  greater  hnptfrtftiic^  |b 

his  view  of  the  question,  wheii  hd  ktiMir 

that  it  was  to  be  repeated,  he  Wlieveil,  Una 

very  evening  at  the  same  theatre.    If  di^ 

were  really  the  case — if  an  ekhlUdoii  of 

this  nature  were  again  to  take  plaoa^  lie 

hoped  it  would  be  without  those  olleiuMe 

circumstances   to  which  he  was  fthotlt  to 

direct  their  Lordships'  attention.     The  sx- 

hibition  of  last   Monday   week    waa   not 

merely  a  bal  masqui^  of  (he  hatuve  df 

which,  indeed^  he  (the  Bishop  of  Londoii) 

professed  himself  entirely  ignorant ;  but  i^ 

species  of  entertainment  in  which  a  Vacwl^ 

of  performances  were  oombtned,  conoeolca 

with  some  of  which  there  were«  as  he  f^m 

told,  circumstances  of  ffross  and  ofiefirfviB 

indecency — so  gross  and  indecentt  indeMl, 

that  they  were  received  with  the  liliMtf 

and  clamours  of  the  more  reimectfthle  ta^ 

of  the  audience.     But  it  did  n<H  ipyrf 

that  the  disapprobation  so  ex|irc8icSd  tfH^ 

duced  the  desired  effect.     One  of  the  wmi^ 

sivc  performances  to  which  he  allude  i9M 

exhibited  in  the  feats  of  a  troop  of  Prtittft 

dancers  and  prostitutes.     Thb  fHfttolh;; 

ance  was  so  utterly  at  variiUite  Mtli  Ul 

that,  he  was  happy  to  sa/.  the  fgi|)6iiUfliti 

part  of  the  community  in  thii  eOOtitiy  ifltt 

considered  decent  and  ptoper,   thai  ^bttk 

would  not  tolerate  it    It  was  lOioAy  cdK 

demned  eveil  by  the  very  dflll  ftir  wllllil 

entertainment  it  was  prepared — ^rdhted  M 

the  riiorals  of  that  class  unfortUiiatdsr  1 

These  performances  on   WedrtiSidAyi , 

Fridays,  during  Lent,  Were  not  tohfftMt 
in  Roman  Catholic  cduiitriei,  and  be  lN]l||Mi 
that  Protestantism  in  this  oountry  HNIalB 
not  so  far  relax  its  severer  ftaluret  ei  io 
allow  the  feelings  of  the  people  te  M 
shocked  and  their  morality  to  be  Utftef^ 
mined  by  the  exhibition  of  joerfbrfMiMfe 
Which    even    Roman    Catholic    rntinlij^l 
would  not  allow  at  this  sacred  leaion  of  tM 
year.     He  regretted  to  say»  that  the  ^M^ 
testnnt  religion  of  late  years  had  lUlte 
very  far  short  of  the  strictness  of  tha  IfOBliiil 
Catholic  in   these  respects:    ht  \mA  tt 
would  not  be  permitted  to  fidl  itill  nMH 
Hitherto  it  had  been  considered  fUlAt  Ad 
I..nrd  Chamberlain  of  her  MajeSty'tf  holialL 
hold  had  the  power  of  preventhift  imptupei 
performances  at  whatever  time  flufy  itilgbl 
be   appointed  to  be  reprcacflted.     It  ft^ 
|HMireit,  however,  that  the  attthorit^  of  Chil 
officer,  as  applied  to  entertainnicnta  ctf  Aft 
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iwtuR  of  tliote  of  wblcb  he  »u  how  tpeaV- 
itig,  wa>  questionable.  It  wtu  alio  very 
|enerallr  considered,  but  witbout  tbe  least 
finindation,  tbat  a  pertua  hdldins  tbe 
Rtatlcm  whicb  be  held  in  tbe  Cburcb,  had 
nuthoHt^  to  oreyent  peifonnanca  al  an 
improper  liind.  That  Waa  a  cotnplcte 
mittoke:  he  had  no  authority  of  tbat  kiml. 
All  that  be  could  do  when  he  beard  of  any 
improper  performance  at  tbe  public  theatres 
was  tu  communicate  nlth  the  Lord  Chnm- 
berlain,  and  to  request  tbat  officer  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  suppress  It.  And  in 
justice  to  those  who  bad  filled  the  office  of 
Lord  Chamberlain  during  the  time  tbat  he 
had  held  tbe  tee  of  London,  be  ntutt  say 
that  no  representation  of  his,  relatin  to 
dramatic  perfbnnancea  had  enr  been  Uti at- 
tended to.  From  the  noble  Eorl  who  now 
filled  tbe  office,  every  communication  that 
he  had  felt  it  bia  duty  to  address  to  him 
upon  nich  subjects  bad  intariatilj  been  Inct 
with  the  readiest  and  promptest  atteoUon. 
He  was  anxious,  on  this  Oocssion,  vM.  only 
to  espress  the  opinions  which  be  enter- 
tained of  the  demorolinng  efibcta  <rf  such 
representations,  upon  tbe  babiti  and  cha- 
racter of  tbe  middle  and  lower  classoa  t  not 
merely  to  enter  his  protest,  ai  a  nuBUlei, 
against  any  permission  on  tbe  port  ftf  a 
Christian  Government  to  »uch  pofiirm- 
ances;  but  to  vindicate  himself  and  the 
Clovemment  in  tlu  eyei  of  tbe  Cimaiian 
public,  and  to  give  the  noble  Earl  an  op- 
portunity of  stating,  as  he  was  sure  he 
would  be  able  to  state,  that  the  performance 
to  which  he  bad  alluded  had  not  taken 
place  with  his  permisaiun  or  sanction,  and 
that  If  it  trere  repeated,  it  would  be  at 
least  ikith  hii  decided  diAapprobdtioD,  if  It 
were  not  in  his  power  to  visit  tbe  o&Dders 
with  punishment. 

The  Earl  of  VxMdge,  in  ansWer  to  the 
question  of  tbe  right  rev.  Ftelate,  b^^cd 
to  stale  that  the  performance  of  the  92tiil 
February,  to  which  tbe  right  rev.  PreJato 
had  referred,  took  place,  not  only  vithuut 
his  sanction,  but  even  ffithoUt  kit  Idow- 
ledge.  His  attention  wai  first  called  to  the 
sUti^ect  bj*  the  aitneuDeement  of  i  Neii'iil 
entertainment  of  a  itifflilar  kind^  Ht  tlii?n 
denred  a  letter  to  be  written  to  Mr.  Dinn, 
the  secretary  of  the  DrUfy-lant  enmntttec. 
of  wliich  lie  held  a  copy  in  His  hailtL  The 
noble  Barl  read  tbe  letter  W  tUa  effect 
that  the  Lord  Chamberlrin's  attMttod  Itav 
ing  been  called  to  a  bsll  aniwmefaig  i 
mvHjueTBda  at  Dniry-lane  tbeabB,  fbr  Pri 
day  evening,  be  (the  Lord  CbtnAArinin) 
dadred  to  intimUe  ta  tba  iiwmntlWt  tliat 


(ttiua  8} 


Vkifuw^. 


a^ 


licence  bd  been  gjfiDleil  lijr  kW  fbt  ■udt 
pcrformanoes.  That  Wttn  ira  written  far. 
Mr.  Martin,  tlia  ol^oSUa  jn  Uh  .Lm 
Chatnberlain's  offlo^  on  Aa  lat  qf  Maa^ 
On  t\im  fidlMring  day  lie  rtdrind  *  %l)r 
fmn  Mr.  Dun,  to  tbe  Mknvtng  eAMl-^' 
That  tbe  aotluBttt«e  liad  donb  tlie  UtMdHt  'dt 
their  power  to  tneet  the  ol^ett  of  the  nMt 
Barl,  and  bad  tiUdChTomw  to  obl^  «, 
poetponement  df  tlie  perfbrmanoa  to  aooM 

-**• =—     Thw  ngratied,  howsnr« 

.  IS*  «t  oUuniiv  iMh  tt  piM- 
poncnent  Ware  fouid  to  bb  quite  lninr> 
mounUble.  Tfacy  begnd  to  nnmtoi  tlwk 
the  performance  partook  more  of  tha  ^»- 
racier  of  a  privata  hall  than  of  a  pablw 
masquerodej  and  they  nibnutled  tut  it 
fell  within  the  class  nf^entartaimnpita 
allowed  to  be  peribrtned  on  WadndaufK 
and  Frtdayi  in  tioit.  Hiey  added,  Uiattio 
puns  ahouti  be  spand  bt  bring  toe  entv.] 
tainment  within  the  strictest  hounds  is 
decorum.  He  conaideted  that  letter  quit* 
satisfactory,  and  hoped  that  the  inlonnatlim 
whieh  the  right  rev.  f*relat«  had  reoeind 
as  to  the  character  of  the  last  psiCbnuiin 
was  mudi  eiajuorated.  He  (the  Eau  as 
Uihridge)  coold  only  my,  that  na  had  dm 
the  utmOM  in  his  power  to  t^eck  an  im- 
pruprietiea  thataiwht  attadb  to  aaeofK- 
ibcBianGa^  but  be  bad  no  aatboi^  to  aap* 
p»H  thm.  tteActSSQw** 
c  38,  which  empowered  the  Lata  Cbua* 
berlab  to  pant  liceacss  fiw  dnrntotn  wA- 
fomanoei  nade  no  pmvinoa  and  gava  V 


?^5 


pnwer  tor-  repreadng  tetarOuBMiiMflf 

»  data  to  wlutdi  the  r^it  m.  Piwat* 

otyacted,    In  tbe  present  cuoi  tbarefiH% 

the  Lord  Cbambeilain  was  pmreriaiB>      . 

The  fii^iop  ot  LoHdmniLa  OBiMi>]| 
aptieated  that  the  noUe  £arl  had  doMill 
innispowevj  butifitwaienotintlufeBui 
^I's  p6«er  to  nIBady  glaHJlg  ahuM 
of  thb  natute,  thun  he  nliiit  bOtttltiii 
of  the sttu <tf  tUnU  *Udi  tdtcddit  Mtt 
of  Om  toti  ChUbUHafiA  fblM.  ThA 
chtflaettr  of  tto jwrftrniaihw  ftirtH  by  dtit 

nut  amttOA  tjf6a  lAUteH  Dt 


tUa  Und^  Was  tbdj  OMcrilibd'liI  lllo  nftuOal 

(If  the  MoMOiig  FM  .•' 


£ai!h  snuattir*  ttesqumdb  da^ 
vlitMtdk  that  Bo^Ud  is  ntM  jUtHpe  to 
•art  of  aimuattieM.     llHIe  MM  U  I 


of  drsasot,  splendli  sad  ftmastlsali  TMrtl 
Oimkt,  Roihans,  Yanhefe  OeaMis,  HUdss^ 
and  ersa  the  \  aeclsswilfaiJ.'^whkli  Bfnn  tdb 
tt*  was '  prohtbilad  at  Vsates  iAsb  Bsma 
ogledliUwifo.  BallheoMi^waatiMmS 
i&lMbitt  firtm  «f  ndiwriri^  mutta:  nMm 
isettfrw  beMtMbMlUI  Mr  ATiM  V 
*r4W«>    Www  »amWWl%  imtfttm 
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fectly  ready  to  listen  to  any  loggestion 
for  the  appointment  of  a  better  clau  of 
retorning-officerSy  and  be  bad  no  objec- 
tion to  the  production  of  the  papers  when 
they  should  be  necessary  for  the  public 
service. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  that> 
considering  all  that  had  passed  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Poor-law,  and  the  confi- 
dence expressed  by  many  of  their  Lord- 
ships that  the  commissioners  would  fairiy 
and  honourably  exercise  the  powers  in- 
trusted to  them,  he- thought  that  those 
officers  would  have  properly  fulfilled  their 
duty.  He  would  now  give  notice  that  on 
Monday  he  would  submit  a  motion  to 
their  Lordships  for  an  exact  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  the  Poor-law  commissioners, 
under  the  particular  clause  of  the  Act  of 
Parliament  under  which,  he  said,  all  the 
correspondence  ought  to  be  recorded.  He 
thoueht  it  necessary  that  their  Lordships, 
should  be  furnished  with  an  exact  copy  of 
those  minutes  in  order  to  show  how  these 
mistakes  had  arisen.  Such  matters  re- 
auired  explanation.  He  had  supported 
the  measure,  and  many  noble  Lords  had 
done  the  same,  in  the  full  confidence  that 
it  would  be  fairly  and  properly  carried 
into  execution,  fie,  for  one,  bad  been 
greatly  disappointed  with  the  working  of 
the  measure,  and  he  felt  certain  that  it 
was  owing  to  the  Poor-law  commissioners 
not  having  performed  their  duty.  With 
that  he  charged  them,  and  he  should 
make  his  motion  on  Monday,  in  order  to 
show  their  Lordships  how  one  clause  of 
the  act  had  been  carried  into  execution, 
and  that  their  Lordships  might  be  able  to 
trace  every  act  of  the  commissioners  to 
its  origin. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanbyi  Would 
the  noble  Duke  have  any  objection  to 
postpone  his  motion  until  Thursday,  for 
the  purpose  of  allowing  time  to  communi- 
cate with  the  Poor-law  commissioners. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington :  Thursday  be 
it. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  it  appeared  to 
him,  upon  looking  over  the  papers  banded 
to  him  by  his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Glengall),  to  be  doubtful  whether  their 
Lordships  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  an 
explanation  proceeding  from  the  noble 
Marquess.  It  appeared  that  a  gross  breach 
of  privilege  had  been  committed,  deserving 
the  severest  punishment.  There  was  an 
official  letter,  of  which  a  copy  had  not 
been  given  in  the  return,  and  a  letter  was 

YOt.LVL    {£!;;} 


inserted  in  the  relnm  which  had  neftr 
been  sent. 

The  MarqneM  of  Nwrmaniff  admitted 
that  a  primd  facie  case  for  explana(ioa 
had  been  made  oot.  If  a  satisfactory 
explanation  should  not  arrive,  it  would  hm 
for  their  Lordships  to  decide  what  ulterior 
steps  should  be  taken. 

The  Earl  of  OlengaU  said,  with  regard 
to  due  notice  not  having  been  given,  their 
Lordships  would  remember  that  last  year 
the  case  of  the  Clonmel  union  had  been 
entered  into  twice  at  considerable  length, 
and  then  no  satisfactory  explanation  had 
been  given. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 


^WMMI%«MM*> 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday,  March  5, 1841. 

MwoTM.]   Bffl.   IUpdaSiittimet-K?ld»a«. 

Texas.]  Mr.  0*Connell  said,  that  hi 
should  not  bring  on  his  motion  respectiag 
Texas  till  after  Easter.  A  copy  of  tM 
treaty  between  this  country  and  Texas  vai 
having  been  laid  on  the  l^ible,  he  wnhad 
to  ask  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  whether  he 
prepared  to  state  that  any  provision 
made  by  the  treaty  to  meet  this 
namely,  the  Teiian  government  dki'  not 
permit  any  free  person  of  colour  to  rasida 
m  Texas.  That  was  one  of  the  articlea 
of  the  constitution  of  Texas.  As  the 
noble  Lord  was  entering  into  a  treaty  with 
Texas,  he  wished  the  noble  Lord  to  state, 
whether  any  provision  had  been  made  to 
have  that  law  mitigated,  so  that  British 
free  subjects  of  colour  might  be  permitted 
to  reside  in  that  country. 

Viscount  Palmentan  said,  that  the 
treaty  to  whicli  the  hon.  and  losroed  Oen* 
tieman  had  alluded,  had  not  yet  been  coo* 
eluded,  and  all  that  he  coold  now  state 
was  generally  this--*  that  the  treaty  appliedi 
only  to  the  commereial  relations  between 
the  two  countries,  and  did  nbt  go  into  eof 
other  matter. 

Railways.]  Sir  Rob§rt  Peel  wished 
to  ask  the  rigbt'hoo.  Gtentkman,  the  Preii 
sident  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  on  wliaC 
day  he  thooght  it  probable  that  the  bM 
for  the  regubtion  of  railways  (the  repoit 
on  which  stood  for  ooosideration  to^niglM 
would  really  be  broeght  aftio  ooder  dlift 
cession? 
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Mr.  Zahouchere  said,  it  was  not  bis  in- 
tention to  bring  on  the  subject  that  niglii, 
but  he  should  hope  (o  be  able  to  do  so 
that  day  week.  He  could  not,  however, 
positively  mention  the  day  now. 

Sir  Roberl  Peel  observed,  that  ihe  bill 
was  one  of  very  great  importance,  as  ii 
proposed  to  give  extended  powers  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  Tor  the  regulation  of  rail 
ways.  Strong  apprehensions  were  enter- 
tained by  muny  persons  who  were  largely 
interested  in  railroads  respecting  the  ex- 
tent of  those  powers.  He  hiniseir  was 
very  desirous  that  Ihe  bill  should  be  paiseiJ 
into  a  law  with  all  convenient  speed,  con- 
sistently with  that  caution  and  delibera- 
tion which  the  pubhc  interests  required. 
A  petition  had  been  intrusted  to  him  from 
parties  who  were  apprehensive,  that  the 
powers  proposed  to  be  conferred  on  the 
Board  of  Trade,  particularly  by  the  llih 
clause  of  the  bill,  would  injuriously  atlect 
their  interests.  They  were  opposed  to 
that  clause  on  two  grounds — lirst,  because 
the  powers  to  be  given  to  the  coinmis- 
atoners  were  vague  and  indefinite,  and 
next,  that  they  had  a  tendency  to  divide 
the  responsibility  between  the  directors  of 
the  railway  companies  and  the  Board  of 
Trade.  He  was  afrnid,  that  if  ihe  bill 
should  be  read  a  second  time,  and  then  be 
referred  toa  select  committee  at  some  dis- 
tant duy,  it  would  greatly  impede  its  pro- 
gress, he  had,  therefore,  been  requested 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentlerann  to  con- 
sider, whether  it  were  not  possible  to  ap- 
point, in  the  interval  between  the  second 
reading,  the  bill  being  committed  gene- 
rally, and  without  causing  any  delay,  a 
■elect  committee,  to  whom  the  single 
question  involved  in  tbellth  clause  might 
be  referred,  in  order  that  they  mi^ht  con- 
aider  whether  it  were  possible  to  give  some 
certain  definition  of  the  powers  to  be 
vested  in  the  Board  of  Trade.  This  would 
afford  the  parties  whose  interests  he  now 
represented  an  opporiuiiily  to  stale  their 
case,  and  to  eiplain  the  grounds  of  thiir 
apprehcniioDS  as  to  the  extensive  nature 
of  the  powers  which  the  bill,  as  it  at  pre- 
sent stood,  would  confer  on  the  commis- 
sioners. The  appointment  of  such  a  com- 
mittee for  such  a  purpose  would  preclude 
any  protracted  delay  in  the  proceedings, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  per- 
mitting those  parlies,  who  upon  the  whole 
had  invested  upwards  of  sixty  millions 
sterling  in  railways,  to  slate  their  case, 
and  to  hear  the  i-ise  on  Ihe  other  side. 


'  He  thought,  if  the  right  hon.  GentlaMin 
would  take  some  such  coune,  it  would  b* 
quite  satisfactory  to  persona  engaged  in 
these  great  and  extensive  undertaking!. 

Mr.  £a6oNcAere  would  be  rery  itowillin« 
to  give  his  consent  to  any  measure  whkh 
would  occasion  delay  in  the  progren  of 
the  bill,  at  the  same  time  he  wu  anzioas 
that  the  point  referred  toby  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  should  be  fully  discussed,  tfaoB^ 
he  must  say,  that  considering  Ihe  verj 
ample  information  already  beforo  iba 
Houie  upon  the  subject,  and  (he  addi- 
tional information  which  he  had  this  fen 
day  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the  House,  A 
was  with  a  very  great  deal  o(  unvilling- 
ness  that  he  listened  to  a  proposal  Tor  any 
further  delay,  if,  however,  he  could  be 
satisfied,  that  it  was  possible  to  refer  thu 
bill  to  a  committee  for  really  consideriyg 
the  point  mentioned  by  the  right  bop. 
B.irouet,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  deUv, 
he  should  be  sorry  to  throw  kdt  obrtqcts 
in  the  way  of  such  a  course.  He  woaM 
consider  the  whole  subject  between  thb 
and  Monday,  and  he  should  then  be  pre- 
pared to  stale  what  course  be  would  adopL 

Sir  Robert  Petl  would  not  countenaoep 
any  step  that  had  for  its  object  tbs  iot- 
pcding  of  the  progress  of  the  bill.  |||| 
should  be  opposed  to  any  unnectMUv 
delay,  and  if  he  saw  any  tendency  in  iha 
proposal  he  had  been  requested  to  maki^ 
on  behalf  of  those  interested  b  nilvnySf 
10  delay  the  measure,  he  ironid  vilbdnw 
from  oil  participation  in  the  BtUU. 


Lord  Kbahe's  Akki'itt.]  Tlia  Ottat 
of  the  Day  for  bringins  up  tbe  raport  of 
the  committee  on  Lonl  Keane's  Aamilj 
Bill  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Home  said,  that  before  the  mnt 
IS  brought  up,  he  wished  to  make  aoaM 
observations  which,  he  hoped  would  tnrJiHa 
ihc  House  to  postpone  any  furtbv  pn^ 
ccedingH  with  the  bill.  The  bill  b^  ^ 
jcrted  in  it  a  grunt  of  S.OOOJl  »>jmc  In 
be  )>aiil  out  of  the  consolidated  fund,  tn 
Lord  h'eane  and  his  two  next  mak  hrjn 
fie  wished  the  House  to  -■^Tt'^T  the  m> 
culiar  circumstances  attending  tba  li£ 
ilc  would  stale  what  bad  been  ibc  uaoal 
<iinrsc  on  making  grants  of  tbta  dcaobtbo. 
On  several  nccasiimi  of  this  kind  it  kadhiM 
the  course  for  her  Majesty,  \if  mansMa,  M 
hu^j^'Ht  hir  desire  that  the  Hoiiw  iCnuU 
(uiil'ir  some  signal  mask  of  their  Ithcnlily 
uu  rerlaiu  individuals,  aiul  nbat  bad  beaa 
the  invoriiible  rule  in   ilioae  c«Ma?     I|« 


Lord  Keane'a 


{March  A} 


Jtmuiig. 
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would  take  tlie  case  of  Lkird  Seaton  as  an 
example.  On  tLe  23<1  of  March  last,  a 
message  came  ibwn  from  lier  Majesty,  re- 
commending that  sorae  special  favour 
should  be  conferred  by  the  Honse  to  Lord 
Seaton  and  his  two  next  surviving  Heirs. 
Noiice  was  then  given  ttiat  her  Majesty'ii 
messiige  should  be  taken  into  cnnsicleralion. 
On  the  30lh  of  March  it  was  taken  into 
consideration  ;  and  although  a  great  deal 
of  oppoeitiun  was  made  by  him  to  the 
grant,  yet  the  House  citncurred  in  the  prn- 
positinn  made  by  the  Government,  and 
voted  2,000/.  a-year  to  Lord  Scnlon  and 
his  two  next  mate  heirs,  and  the  bill  passed 


He 


'  i^ss^i  '■*  '^"  ''"^ 


attention  of  the  House  to  vfhat  had  taken 
place  with  respect  to  Lord  Keane.  No 
message  cnme  down  on  Sir  John  Keane 
being  made  a  Baron  agreeablyto  the  general 
practice  ;  and  a  question  was  asked  why 
that  conrKc  had  not  been  taken.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  explain  the  reason 
why  the  delay  hod  taken  place,  and  it  was 
said  that  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  not 
made  up  their  mmdsas  to  making  a  rccom- 
niendalion  in  fnvmir  of  Lord  Keane  having 
a  grant  from  Parliament,  it  being  thought 
that  the  East  India  Company  should  give 
a  pension  to  his  Lordship,  his  services 
having  been  rendered  in  India.  A  corre- 
spondence took  place  between  the  Board  of 
Control  and  the  Fa.st  India  Company  on 
the  subject.     He  was  not  in  potsession  of 

any  documents,  but  ho  would  slate  under  |  p;;Ve'n7'biii.  "  He"  ha5'"77'he>ilation 
eorreclion  if  wrong,  that  U  was  admitted  I  ^rf„i„i„„  ,v,„  ,|,„p  k.h  h.,.n  .  «., 
that 


trol  and  the  Cuurt  of  Directors  vas  upon 
the  Table,  and  the  delay  of  a  week  for 
that  purpose  would  be  of  no  consequence. 
Then  it  would  be  seen  what  reasons  Minis' 
ters  had  assigned  in  order  to  induce  the 
i^ast  India  Company  to  do  in  this  instance 
as  they  had  done  in  various  others.  An 
individual  had  this  morning  put  into  his 
hand  a  calculation,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  every  pound  sterling  granted  for  three 
lives,  or  fifty  years,  cost  the  jiublic  no  less 
than  209/.  ;  so  that  the  2,000/.  a-year,  at 
the  end  of  the  three  lives  of  Lord  Keane 
and  his  two  next  successors,  would  have 
amounted  to  no  smaller  a  sum  than 
418,000/.     He  moved,  as  an  amendment. 


"  To  leave  out  from  (he  woid  '  he  '  to  iba 
end  or  llie  question,  in  order  to  aild  the  words 
'  postponed,  until  tlie  corresiiondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Control  and  Ihe  Court  of  Director* 
of  the  Kasi  India  Company,  or  with  (he  secrei 
Commiltee  of  that  Court,  reapecting  the  ser- 
vices of,  and  the  granting  an  annuily  to,  I^ord 
Keane,  be  laid  before  this  House,  in  order 
that  llie  llou^e  may  be  in  possession  of  the 
reasons  why  the  Court  of  Directors  refused  lo 
grant  any  annuity  lo  Lord  Keane  from  Ihe 
funds  of  [lie  East  India  Company;  and  Ihe 
reasons  which  determined  her  Majesty'*  Mi- 
niBlers  lo  recommend  the  propoied  annufty  lo 
be  paid  out  of  ihc  consolidated  fund." 

Lord  /.  Ruuell  submitted  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  made  no  case  for  an 
interruption  of  the  proceedings  in    the 


,.     .    •■;    1  1.  J  I  admitting  ihat  there  had  been   a  corre- 

t  an  application  had  been  ""ide  to  pay  |  ^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^j„^^„  ^^^^  President  of  the 
of  the   East   India  Company  h  fundan     jj^^^j   ^j  (,^^(^,  ^^  j  ,^^  directors  of  the 


East  India  Company,  and  that  his  right 


mpany. 


)  l^rd  Keane,  and  it  had 
admitted,  also,  that  the  East  India   Com-     .         ,,  .      .   .     .■    ..-^   .    „.    .,-  _     , 
,.,      ^  .i-  u  c  .            1        ■•!.  .1.  ..    hon.  rriend  had  asked  a  question  ol 
pany  did  not  think  fit  to  comply  with  that  | t^ ,,  „,.;j 

proposition,  but  conudcred  that  it  would  be 
more  honourable  to  Lord  Keane  if  the 
money  came  out  of  the  consolidated  fund. 
Now  the  point  he  had  to  submit  to  the 
House  was,  that  they  ought  not  to  bring 
up  the  report  until  they  had  a  copy  of  that 
correspondence  laid  before  them.  He  ho^ 
given  notice  of  a  motion  for  its  produc. 
lion,  and  he  trusted  the  House  would  not 
proceed  with  the  hill  until  that  information  I  \"\  °\ 
was  furnished ;  for  be  was  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  grant  ought  not  to  be  made 
out  of  the  consolidated  fund.  Lords  Com- 
xvallis  and  Wcllesley  had  obtained  annui- 
ties from  the  East  India  Company,  voted 
in  open  court  out  of  their  own  funds. 
He  submitted  that  the  House  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  receive  the  report  nntil  the 
correspondence  between  the  Board  of  Con- 


fthe 


The  result  of  the  correspond- 
the  directors  slated,  it  was 
not  usual  for  the  Bast  India  Company,  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  to  confer  grants  of 
pensions;  that  ihey  could  not  grant  any 
such  rewards  beyond  the  period  to  whicn 
their  charter  extended ;  and  that  it  wu 
i  not  their  intention  to  move  on  the  snb- 
'  jecl.  His  right  hon.  Friend  had  not  urged 
to  do  anything;  alt  that  he 
had  done  war,  to  inquire  inio  their  inlen- 
tion.  The  House  had  heard  from  an  hon. 
Member  of  that  House,  who  vos  also  a 
member  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  his 
reasons  for  the  opinion  that  the  Bast 
India  Company  ought  not  to  be  called 
upon  lo  grant  this  reward  in  the  case  of 
Lord  Keane.  Thatbon.  Member  had  said 
truly,  that  the  East  India  Coropsny,  or 
2X2 
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raiher  the  people  of  India,  contribute 
largely  to  the  support  of  the  Queen's 
army  in  India,  and  that,  in  his  opinion. 
It  would  be  better  to  take  the  usual  course 
in  this  case,  namely,  that  the  reward  for 
services  should  be  provided  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  country.  It  was  not  to  be 
denied,  that  vast  sums  were  paid  for  the 
expenses  of  our  army  in  India,  and  how 
far  that  was  or  was  not  a  good  ground 
why  the  directors  should  not  entertain  a 
question  of  this  kind,  he  (Lord  J.  Russell) 
did  not  mean  to  argue,  but  his  opinion 
clearly  was,  that  the  Court  of  Directors, 
not  thinking  it  their  duly  to  move  in  the 
matter  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  hon. 
Member,  it  would  be  totally  unbecoming 
that  House  to  stand  huckstering  and  chaf- 
fering with  the  East  India  Company  wlie- 
ther  the  services  of  Lord  Keane,  which 
were  recognised  and  acknowledged  by  all, 
should  be  rewarded  or  not.  The  reasons 
alleged  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  the 
East  India  Company  might  be  perfectly 
good — it  might  not  be  the  usual  course, 
but  whether  their  reasons  were  good,  or 
whether  they  were  insufficient,  it  would 
be  unjust  to  Lord  Keane,  and  degrading 
to  Parliament  to  make  this  a  matter  of 
bargain,  of  compromise,  or  of  barter,  be- 
tween the  East  India  Company  and  that 
House.  The  correspondence  alluded  to, 
was  not  so  far  an  official  correspondence 
as  to  urge  anything  which  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  have  had  the  power  offi- 
cially to  enforce,  but  even  if  it  were  pro- 
duced, it  would  add  nothing  to  the  in- 
formation already  possessed  by  the  House. 
They  had  the  fact  of  the  correspondence 
having  taken  place,  and  the  House  might 
proceed  upon  that  knowledge.  If  the 
House  thought  that  the  merits  of  LoiiJ 
Keane  were  deserving  of  a  reward  from 
Parliament,  he  trusted  this  country  was  not 
reduced  to  a  state  in  which  that  House 
should  be  obliged  to  try  to  throw  the 
onus  on  the  East  India  Company;  and  if 
they  did  not  choose  to  do  anything,  that 
Lord  Keane  should  be  left  without  a  re- 
ward of  this  kind,  and  the  House  should 
content  itself  with  saying,  that  the  East 
India  Company  ought  to  have  done  it. 
This  was  a  case  in  which  the  services  and 
merits  of  the  individual  were  universally 
admitted,  for  in  the  debates  which  hud 
taken  place  last  year,  from  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  down  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny — all  were  agreed  in  a  general 
acknowledgment  of  the   merits  of  Lord 


Keane.  He  therefore  taw  no  oecuion  fbr 
delaying  the  vote  on  this  sobject,  and  h« 
hoped  the  House  would  not  coDient  (o 
delay  it. 

Mr.  Milnes  said,  that  after  the  meaaun 
had  procee<led  so  far,  no  good  end  ooqM 
be  answered  by  delaying  it  ftirther,  as  it 
appeared  the  House  nad  no  power  of  ooiii« 
pelling  the  East  India  Company  to  act  In 
the  matter.  He  hoped,  howerer,  that  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  would  remember  hov 
severely  this  grant  had  been  conteated,  aad 
would  hereafter  be  cautions  how  th«y 
came  down  with  recommendations  of  si* 
milar  grants  in  the  present  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  The  queatioa 
was,  whether  in  the  present  state  of  the 
finances  of  this  country,  and  after  the  toy 
severe  revision  to  which  the  pension  liat 
was  subjected,  a  little  while  MgOf  (which 
revision  he  opposed,  and  which  was  aunlv 
very  unnecessary  if  it  led  to  no  other 
result  than  this),  her  Majesty's  Miaiatera 
should  come  down  to  this'  Houae  and 
propose  a  grant  of  the  public  moncj 
to  a  person  who  was  succeadbl  ie 
one  campaign,  of  the  very  same  amonnt 
that  was  giren  to  Lata  Nelson.  If 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  did  this,  then 
he  would  say,  that  the  priociplea  of 
nomy  professed  by  them  were  not 
out  in  their  practice.    He  believed 

the  present  Lord  Nelson  was  the  hMt 

would  receive  that  pension,  and  that  oa 
his  death  his  family  would  be  left  with  the 
great  and  glorious  name  of  their  renovned 
ancestor,  unaccompanied  by  a  grant  ef 
public  money. 

Sir  H.  Vemey  considered,  thai  the 
opinions  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Kil- 
kenny  were  founded  upon  principles  thnt 
were  entirely  fallacious.  "The  great  eb» 
ject  of  the  expedition  under  the  fftmrnand 
of  Lord  Keane,  was  to  put  an  end  to  the 
intrigues  wliich  were  carried  on  by  Rnaaie 
in  central  Asia.  Since  the  act  of  1839, 
the  Eust  Indies  had  been  thrown  open  to 
Dritish  enterprise  and  Biitish  capital,  and 
to  the  emigration  of  British-born  snbjecte; 
and  he  thought,  that  those  who  were  es* 
gnged  in  improving  the  resources  of  theft 
great  and  impoitant  part ot  our doasiniosH, 
should  be  protected  from  the  deaigna  and 
intrigues  of  any  foreign  power.  He  ahoeld 
support  the  grant  proposed. 

Lord  Stanley  wished  to  draw  the  alien- 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  obserration  aaede 
by  his  hon.  Friend  behind  hiei  (Mr, 
Milnes),  and  which  should  be  ael  ngh|| 


tht  UniMSUtttt.  (Vtitn  A)  fti  OiiM  AMh.        tIM 


wlih  ngtrd  to  the  amMOt  of  pen 
granted  to  the  rnniily  of  Lord  NelMD. 


Owibton,  Lgrd 

P.g«t,F. 

Palmenioii,  ViteoDbt 
Piriier,  J. 
Percanl,  Colooel 
Philips  O.  R. 
Piuney,  W. 
Ponicmby.C.F.A.C. 


He  said,  that  the  peneioD  to  be  oonferred 
on  Lord  Kaane  would  be  the  lame  in 
•mount  as  that  conferred  oa  the  faoiilj  of 
Lord  Nelton.  lie  beliered,  that  when 
Lord  Nelson  was  made  a  Peer,  the  pen- 
sion granted  to  him  was  2,000^  e  yev;  Price,  SjrR. 
but  arterwards  there  was  conferred  on  ,  ^>f>rt^.hD_.KT  W. 
him  and  his  family  for  ever  an  annuity, 
not  of  a.OOO/.,  but  of  5,0001.  a  year  i  ftDd 
two  lums  of  90,000/.  and  30,0001.  were 
vested  in  trustees  for  his  family.  Annuities 
were  also  granted  to  his  sisters,  uid  a  power 
given  10  settle  joioturas  upon  them.  Thus 
it  would  be  seen  that  Lord  Keane  was  not 
placed,  even  in  point  of  pecuniary  reward, 
on  ihe  same  footing. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand 
part  of  Ihe  question: — Ayes  137;  Noea 
35:  Majority  92. 

Utt  of  Ike  Ayes. 


Aiut,  Viscount 

Alston,  R, 

Anttobui,  E. 

Uaines,  E. 

Raker,  E. 

Barnard,  E.  G. 

Bemsl,  K. 

Blennerbtsiet,  A. 

BoUiDg,  W. 

Boifteld,  B. 

Bramaton,  T.  W. 

Broadley,  II. 

Broad  wood,  H. 

Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 

Butler,  Sir  J.  Y. 

Busfeild.W. 

Campbell,  Sir  II. 

Caoipt>elt,SirJ. 

Chichester,  Sir  B. 

Clay,  W. 

Clerk,  Sir  G. 

Clive,  E.  B. 

Olive,  hOD.  R.  H. 

Cochrane,  Sir  T.  J. 

Carry,  hon.  H. 

Dalneny,  Lord 

Dariei,  Colonel 

DenUon,  W.  J. 

Dick,  Q. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 

Egerton,  Lord  P. 

Esicoun,T. 

Evans,  Sir  De  L. 

Fielden,  W. 

Fitzalan,  Lord 

Fremanile,  Sir  T. 

Gordon,  R.  Miles,  W.  ' 

Gore,  O.  J.  R.  MorpMh,  ViscmiBt 

Goalbuin,  rt.  boo.  II.    O'Brien,  W.  S. 

Gnhsn,  ru  bn.  Sir  J.    OT«naU,R,H,  . 


Greene,T. 
Grey,  ii.  bon.  Sir  G. 
Hatdinge,  rt.bn.SirH. 
Harland,  W.  C. 
H  obhouse,  n.  hn.  SirJ. 
Hobhoose,  T.  B. 
Hodges,  T.  L. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Holmes,  W. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  O.  W. 
Howard,  hn,£.G.U. 
IIoward,hn.C.W.O. 
Hoghes,  W.  B. 
Hun,  F. 
Irving,  J. 

JacksoD,  Mr.  Saigeant 
James,  Sir  W.C. 
Jenkioi,  Sir  R. 
Johnstone,  B. 
Jones,  J. 
Jones,  Captain 
Kembla,  H. 
Labouchera,  rt.  ha.  H. 
Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Lincoln,  Eart  of 
Lowther,  J.  H. 


UackensU,  W.  F. 
Uai^nMn,  W.  A. 
Maclaaa,  D. 
Macoamara,  Mqor 
Meynell,  Captalo 


Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Kichards,  R. 
Roebe,  W. 
Italleaton,  L. 
Rusbbrooka,  Cdons) 

BosaeWjUwl  J.  ,  _. 

Rotberfcrd,  rt.  hn.  A.    Worslej,  Lord 
SaodenoD,  R.  Wiightaoo,  W. 


Stmrtt  Lotd  J, 
Stuart,  W.  V. 
Stock,  Mr.  Sergeant 
8tyI^  Sir  C. 
Thomas,  ColoaelH. 
Tmtter,  J. 
'nifnell,  H. 
Tonwr,  W. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vemey,  Sir  H. 
ViriaD,  Major  C> 
Vivian,  rt.  ha.  SirR,H. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
^Vinnington,SirT.  E. 
Wodeboosa,  S. 
Wood,C. 


Seals,  Sir  J.  U. 
Seymoor,  Lord 
Shell,  It.  hon.  R.  L 
Siblhorp,  Cotonel 
Smiih,  A. 
Smythe,  bon.  G. 
Sosseraet,  Lotd  O. 
Stanley,  Lord 


Wyse,T. 
Yates,  J.  A. 
Young,  J. 
Toang,8irW. 


OHBIV*,  bi 

MauIe,F. 


Aglionbj,  H.  A, 
Blake,  W.  J. 
Brocklehnrat,  J. 
E>nitbenoa,J. 
Bulwar,  Sir  L. 
Collier,  J. 


Muntt,  O.  F. 
Pattison,  J. 
Fechdl,  Capiain 
Salwey,  Colonel 
ScbolefleU,  J. 
Stantfield,  W.  a.a 
Sinitt,  B. 
Thonley.  T. 
Turner,  B. 
Wskley,  T. 
Walker,  R. 
WaUaea,R. 
Warbnrton,  H. 
White,  A. 
Wilbraham,  G. 
Wood.B. 


DniMombc,  t. 

Dundas,  C.  W.  D. 

Easthope,  J. 

Ellice,£. 

Ewart,  W. 

Gillon,  W.  D. 

Hacior,  C.  J. 

Holtandjt 

Holton,  R. 

Johnson,  General 

Martin,  J.  Hniae,  J. 

Morris,  D.  WiUiains,  W. 

Report  lecewnd.— Bill  ordeied  to  Im 
read  a  third  tima.  ~ 

The  UviTftD  Statbs.]  ODthtqnfk 
tion  that  tha  Hoaae  ratoWe  itaelf  inlo  .it 
Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  S.  CFBrieM  took  the  opportvnit;  ft 
adverting  to  the  state  of  the  rabtbos  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  SUtea. 
Two  circumstances  were  aliend  in  the 
public  papers  which  seened  to  him  to  de- 
serve nottce.  The  6rst  wai,  that  a  tnfa 
hill  bad  been  found  against  Coloofl 
M'Leod,on  echargeof  nnrderandaraM, 
in  the  course  of  the  discharge  of  his  dowe 
under  insUuctiona  from  the  Canadu 
authoiities; — theMCOndcircoarttoran, 
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Supply-- 
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that  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maine 
had  passed  the  following  resolutions  :— 

*'That  the  governor  be  authorised  to  take 
immediate  measures  to  remove  the  troops  of 
the  Queeu  of  Great  Britain,  now  quartered  on 
the  territory  called,  disputed,  by  the  British 
Government,  but  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  by  the 
resolutions  of  both  houses  of  Congress,  passed 
in  1838,  and  by  repeated  resolves  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maine,  clearly  and  unequivocally  a 
part  of  the  rightful  soil  of  this  state.  Resolved, 
that  the  resources  of  this  state  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  go- 
vernor, and  the  specific  sum  of  400,000  dollars 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  tor  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  said  resolution  into  effect/' 

He  did  not  know  what  degree  of  authen- 
ticity belonged  to  these  resolutions;  but 
if  they  were  authentic  it  seemed  to  him 
that  they  amounted  to  nothing  short  of  a 
declaration  of  war  against  this  country. 
He  was,  probably,  more  averse  to  war  than 
any  other  individual  in  the  House,  and  he 
thought  a  war  with  the  United  States  to 
be  particularly  deprecated,  since  it  must 
necessarily  possess  something  of  a  fratrici- 
dal character.  If,  however,  war  did  take 
place,  Great  Britain  would  have  the  conso- 
lation of  knowing  that  it  was  not  of  her 
seeking.  She  could  not,  however,  main- 
tain her  rank  as  the  greatest  nation  of  the 
world,  if  she  allowed  herself  to  be  insulted, 
and  she  could  not  be  entitled  to  claim  ihe 
allegiance  of  her  colonial  subjects  if  she 
did  not  extend  to  them  adequate  protec- 
tion. He  had  seen,  on  the  part  of  the 
noble  Secretary  for  Foreign  Aflairs,  a  great 
display  of  vigour  to  support  the  policy  of 
Great  Britain  in  a  case  of  a  more  doubtful 
character,  and  he  trusted  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  indicate  an  intention  to  dis- 
play, on  the  present  occasion,  some  por- 
tion of  the  vigour  he  had  shown  in  con- 
nection with  the  affairs  of  the  East.  The 
movements  of  the  noble  Lord  were  so  se- 
cret that  it  was  sometimes  impossible  for 
the  House  toascertain  the  direction  in  which 
he  was  proceeding;  but  he  felt  it  his  duty, 
as  an  individual  Member  of  Parliament, 
to  say  that  he  should  think  British  niter- 
csts  better  secured,  by  a  strong  fleet  off 
the  North  American  harbours,  and  a  power- 
ful army  along  the  line  of  ihcBiitish  Ame- 
rican boundary  than  by  mere  unsupported 
diplomacy.  He  left  it  to  Government  to  say 
whether  the  present  estimates  were  upon  a 
sufficient  scale  to  enable  them  to  adopt 
the  course  to  which  he  had  referred ;  but 
they  would  be  wanting  in  their  duty  to 


the  cotintry  if  they  did  not  comf  down  to 
Parliament  for  adequate  meant  lo  meet 
such  an  emergency ;  and  he  was  sure  that 
the  House  would  support  them  in  men- 
sures  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  tlie 
honour  and  character  of  Great  Britain  in 
every  part  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Ewart  said, that  it  was  one  thing  to 
be  armed  before  it  was  necessary ,  end  ano- 
ther to  be  armed  at  the  proper  time;  and, 
for  himself,  he  did  not  see  the  neeeeeily 
now  of  anticipating  hostilities.  Hn 
thought  and  believed  that  the  mass  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  in 
favour  of  peace ;  the  majority  of  the  people 
there,  knew  too  well  the  general  interests 
of  the  world,  to  wish  to  see  peace  dis- 
turbed by  any  unhappy  collision  with  this 
country.  Wjfien  we  were  unopposed  to 
any  enemy,  we  should  not  be  too  snxioiis 
to  vaunt  of  our  power.  He  trusted  thtt 
the  present  unhappy  causes  for  disconi 
would  pass  oft'  without  any  ill  conse- 
c[uences ;  and  he  felt  that  if  they  did,  it 
would  not  only  be  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes,  but  with  the  interests  ot  lioUi 
countries. 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  that  the  noUe  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  wovM 
be  able  to  state  something  that  would  rt- 
move  any  prejudice  that  might  be  created 
by  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Membef  fbr 
liimerick.  He  was  satisfied  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  present  transactions  to  osll 
for  immediate  interference,  lliey  did 
not  know  that  anything  had  taken  pli 
in  these  provinces  except  what  was 
thorised  by  the  municipal  law,  and  H 
too  soon  for  the  hon.  Member  to  appesi  to 
war  till  he  had  seen  whether  these  traos- 
nctions  had  been  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  the  country  in  which  they  had  taken 
place. 

House  in  a  Committee  of  Soppiy. 

S  If  p  r  I.  Y — N  A  V  Y  Est  i  m  atss.]  On  the 
vote  of  1,282,536/.  for  naval  stores,  far 
the  building,  repair,  and  outfit  of  die 
licet, 

Mr.  llnmc  enquired  whether  sny  por* 
tion  of  the  stores,  cannon  and  hell,  landed 
in  Syria  had  been  supplied  from  the  WMI 
stores. 

Tiord  Dalmcny :  None  whatever. 

Sir  Thonuis  Cochrane  woold  recom- 
mend the  Admiralty  to  make  an  addition 
to  the  number  of  large  frigates.  We  had 
now  sixteen  frigates  of  fifty  pins,  of  whidi 
ten  were  razees,  whilst  the  aeighbonrhf 
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pawer  of  France  had  nineteen  frigates  of 
fifty  gunft  and  upwards*  besides  sitteeta  on 
the  stocksy  making  together  thirty*Bfe 
heavy  firigates.  Therefore  our  forty«six 
gun  frigates  would  be  unable  to  cope  with 
the  larger  IVigates  now  building  abroad. 
In  another  branchy  also,  he  hoped  to  see 
an  increase;  he  meant  the  steam  force, 
than  which  there  was  no  force  so  likely  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  this  country. 
By  the  Navy  List,  it  appeared  that  the 
number  of  our  steam  ships  was  forty-nine ; 
what  their  size  was  he  was  unable  to 
slate,  but  there  were  only  six  now  build- 
ing. By  a  return  which  he  had  of  the 
French  navy,  he  found  that  they  had 
thirtv-three  steamers  afloat,  and  they  were 
building  no  less  than  eleven*  If  this  re- 
turn were  accurate,  it  was  unquestionable 
that  we  were  not  building  sufficient 
steamers  to  contend  with  that  power  in 
case  of  war.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that 
the  Admiralty  intended  to  augment  the 
fleet,  that  let  war  break  out  when  it  might, 
our  superiority  might  be  as  great  as  it  had 
ever  been. 

Sir  C  Adam  said,  that  the  gallant 
Officer  had  stated,  that  we  had  already  a 
large  number  of  frigates,  and  he  did  not 
difFer  from  him  that  they  should  be  ulti- 
mately increased ;  but  what  he  had  ever 
held  was,  that  so  long,  as  we  had  so  large 
a  number  of  small  seventy-fours,  the 
frigates  were  not  so  much  needed,  because 
he  maintained  that  even  sixty-gun  frigates 
were  not  equal  to  seventy-four  gun  ships. 
So  long  as  we  had  these  line-of-battle 
ships  we  were  not  inferior,  because  the 
great  use  of  large  frigates  was,  that,  sailing 
better  than  others,  they  could  come  up  to 
the  rear  of  the  enemy's  fleet  and  bring 
them  to  battle,  and  if  the  seventy-four-gnn 
ships  could  do  this  they  were  better  than 
frigates.  With  respect  to  armed  steamers, 
the  steam-fleet  had  been  much  increased, 
and  the  Admiralty  would  go  on  year  by 
year  building  as  many  as  they  ought  to  do 
consistently  with  economy  and  with  re- 
ference to  the  power  of  other  states.  They 
had  launched  seven  this  year,  six  or  seven 
more  were  on  the  stocks,  and  they  were 
entering  into  a  contract  for  engines  for  six 
or  seven  more  large  steamers.  The  cal- 
lant  officer  and  the  House  might  tfaHsrerore 
rest  assured  that  the  subject  would  not  be 
neglected  by  the  Admiraltv. 

Sir  T,  Cochrane  diflfered  from  the  gal- 
lant Admiral  as  to  the  efficiency  of  snail 
line-of-battle  sfaipa  iostcad  of  fri^M 
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Sir  C.  Adam  said»  that  it  should  bt  re- 
marked  that  the  saventy-fbor-gun  ships 
were  much  more  efficient  now  than  ftnr- 
nerly»  because  they  carried  tliir^*two- 
pounders  on  all  their  deeks. 

Captain  Peckeil  said,  that  fiitt  the  Ad- 
miralty were  blamed  for  not  lailnching  ao 
many  line-of-battle  ships*  and  now  ibey 
were  blamed  for  not  building  more 
steamers ;  both  theia  causes  could  nl>t  be 
correct.  The  fact  was»  that  at  the  oo»- 
dosion  of  the  last  war  #e  were  left  with  a 
legacy  of  forty  lail'of-the-line,  which  wel^ 
then  called}  and  still  deserved  the  namls 
of|  the  Forty  Thieves^  and  the  gallant 
Gentleman  should  know  that  weconld  not 
launch  other  ships  till  we  had  worn  odt 
these.  As  to  steamersi  the  minister  of 
marine  in  France  had  made  it  a  matter  of 
complaint  to  the  chambers  that  the  French 
steamers,  when  compared  with  the  Biig- 
lish,  were  not  at  all  equal  to  them.  With 
respect  tn  the  Goif;on,  the  Stromboli,  the 
Phcsnix,  and  the  Vesuvius,  there  were  none 
equal  to  them  known  abroad.  If  any 
gallant  Gentleman  said,  that  we  were  defi- 
cient in  steamers,  it  would  appear  that  he 
had  not  looked  at  one  of  the  despatobes 
from  Acre,  or  heard  of  the  eminent  ser- 
vices performed  by  the  steamers  in  tnuML 
porting  troops,  and  on  other  servieee,  knd 
did  not  know  that  Admiral  Stopford  had 
thought  one  steamer  and  one  frigate  suffi- 
cient to  be  left  to  take  care  of  Sidon. 

Sir  Jame$  Graham  wished  for  some 
explanation  as  to  one  item  in  this  vote. 
When  he  had  the  honour  topresMe  at  the 
Admiralty  this  countrr  was  fortunately  at 
peace,  and  the  best  relations  subsisted  be- 
tween us  aiid  the  United  States;  and  at 
that  time  it  was  determined,  after  great 
deliberation,  to  abandon  all  attempt  to 
dispute  the  superiority  on  the  lakes  of 
Canada.  But  he  saw  bv  the  presen^TOte, 
that  there  was  a  sum  of  20,000/.  entered 
for  the  building  and  purchase  of  steam- 
vessels  in  Canada.  He  would  ask,  there- 
fore, for  what  purpose  this  purchase  was 
to  be  made,  and  whether  there  was  m 
change  to  be  made  in  that  policr,  vrilicn 
he  had  deteribed,  of  deliberately  abaodoo- 
ing  all  attempts  at  contesting  the  sopo- 
riority  on  the  lakes  ? 

Mr.  Mare  ffFerrdU  replied,  that  no 
change  waa  intended  iii  Um  policy  de- 
scribed by  the  right  hoo.  Genlman.  The 
eteamers  were  not  armed  steaaseii,  but  thjOf 
wMe  provided  with  the  view  of  more  easily 
I  trantportiog  Ike  iraofis  on  tiit  l«|Mpt 
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Mr.  Hume  had  thought,  that  peace  had 
been  restored  in  Canada>  and  that  now, 
when  the  union  had  been  declared,  they 
would  not  have  heard  of  a  f  ote  which  had 
not  been  asked  in  former  years. 

Lord  J.  Russell  assured  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  the  vote  was  not  in  conse- 
quence of  any  anticipated  disturbance,  or 
to  put  down  any  internal  disturbances  that 
might  arise  in  Canada,  but  for  the  more 
easy  transport  of  troops  already  there, 
and  with  regard  to  Lake  Ontario,  be 
thought  that  if  there  should  unfortunately 
be,  what  he  had  no  reason  to  suppose,  any 
disturbance  of  the  friendly  relations  sub- 
sisting between  this  country  and  the 
United  States,  he  should  not  be  prepared 
to  say,  that  we  ought  not  to  have  a  force 
on  the  lake. 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  that  the  opinion 
of  the  best  authorities,  when  he  was  at  the 
Admiralty,  was,  that  in  case  of  war,  the 
defence  of  Upper  Canada  must  rest 
rather  on  the  aflPections  of  the  people, 
and  on  the  military,  than  on  our  naval 
forces. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  that  the  change  took 
place  from  the  policy  described  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  two  or  three  years 
ago,  during  the  time  of  the  insurrection 
in  Canada,  and  it  was  necessary,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  asserting  our  naval  supremacy, 
but  for  transporting  troops.  Steam-boats 
were,  therefore,  used  on  the  Lakes  Ontario 
and  Erie,  without  intending  any  change 
in  the  general  policy  of  entrusting  the  de- 
fence of  the  colony  to  the  military,  but  as 
an  auxiliary  to  that  force.  Hon.  Mem. 
bers  would  recollect  an  irruption  into  Ca- 
nada at  the  upper  part  of  Lake  Erie ;  the 
troops  were  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
lakes,  and  there  wa^  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing transports  for  them,  because  there 
were  no  steani-boats,  except  those  belong- 
ing to  the  Americans,  and  they  were  so 
much  engaged  in  the  ordinary  tralBc,  that 
the  hire  of  a  steampr  for  a  year  and  a  half 
or  two  years  exceeded  the  original  cost  of 
the  vessel. 

Sir  De  Lacy  Exans  said,  that  it  was 
most  inconvenient  for  hon.  Members  to 
state  in  that  House  what  the  Government 
m'ght  have  decided,  as  to  a  particular 
line  of  defence  in  any  part  of  our  posses- 
sions, in  case  of  any  future  war. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  it  to  be  understood 
by  the  House  and  the  country,  that  we 
were  now  called  upon  to  vote  1,282,536/. 
for  nafal  storeii  whereas  the  utmost  that 


used  to  be  asked  in  time  of  peace 
400,000/.  or  500,000/.,  or  at  most 600t000l. 
This  was  the  wav  in  which  the  pubNe 
money  was  expended,  to  keep  up  the  na- 
val stores  to  a  war  complemeot»  when  wn 
were  declared  to  be  at  peace.  If  Ihe 
House  chose  to  keep  up  such  a  laige 
amount,  he  must  rest  satisBed  wiUi  doiog 
his  duty  by  protesting  against  it.  He 
had  opposed  the  grant  of  so  many  men, 
and  as  that  had  been  carried  against  bias, 
it  would  be  useless  to  divide  against  Che 
present  vote. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

On  the  vote  of  283,788/.  for  diven  nn- 
val  and  miscellaneous  services. 

Mr.  Ooulburn  referred  to  an  iteoa  of 
193,000/.  which  was  in  the  vote  for  Poel* 
ofBce  expenses.  He  had  taken  the  liberty 
on  a  former  evening  of  referring  to  im 
state  of  the  Post-office  revenucp  end  he 
begged  to  point  out  that  this  afibrded  na* 
other  means  of  estimating  the  manner  in 
which  the  receipts  of  the  Pott-oflBoe  hed 
been  swelled  out.  The  amount  charged 
last  year  was  only  65,000/.,  showing  en 
increase  of  12,800/.,  which  was  caused  fay 
the  Admiralty  having  taken  a  greet  peit 
of  the  charge  from  the  Post-offioa. 

Mr.  Hume  hoped  before  long  to  see  the 
Post-office  so  conducted  as  that  it  wonU 
not  be  looked  upon  as  a  source  of  revtnt 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  that  the  s] 
which  had  been  adopted  had  been  AnumI 
to  produce  the  best  eflfects  in  relation  to 
the  carriage  of  letters.  The  exptnaee 
were  now  entirely  paid  by  the  amount  of 
postage  charged. 

Mr.  Hume  wished  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  intention  on  the  pert  of  the 
Government  to  adopt  any  new  aysleas  of 
telegraph  between  London  and  Porto* 
mouth.  A  new  plan  had  been  suggested, 
by  which  communication  might  be  kept 
up  day  or  night,  with  the  greatest  precisioa 
and  rapidity. 

Mr.  M.  O'Ferrall  said,  that  tbe  snbgeci 
had  been  under  consideration,  but  ea  yoi 
no  positive  decision  had  been  arrifcd  et 
upon  it. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

A  vole  of  728,623/.  was  proposed  lo 
defray  the  expenses  of  half-pay. 

Captain  Pechell  begged  to  ■ngneet, 
that  the  case  of  the  pay  of  edniiralr  »• 
cretaries  was  worthy  of  some  ettsntien. 
They  were  selected  from  among  the  per* 
sersin  the  navy,  and  before  tbe  newel 
commission  their  salary  bad  amonnted  to 
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which  be  thought  inadecinate. 

Sir  C.  Admn  uid,  that  the  report  of 
I  he  commiMion  hid  been  acted  upon,  and 
he  law  DO  reason  for  any  alteralion  btiog 
made  in  an  arraageineDt  so  recently  made 

Captain  Pechttl  wUhed  to  know  wbe. 
iher  the  Lieulenant-gOTernor  of  Greenwich 
Hotpital  waa  in  the  receipt  of  his  half- 
pay,  aa  well  as  of  the  amoant  of  tbe 
■alary  to  which  be  was  entitled. 

Sir  C.  Adam  answered  in  tbe  negative. 
It  was  not  usual  for  tbe  Lieu  ten  ant- n>- 
vernor  of  Greenwich  Hospital  to  receive 
half-pay,  and  he  knew  no  reason  for  al- 
tering the  present  state  of  tbingi.  Tbe 
office  was  one  of  emolumeDt,  and  although 
there  was  no  doubt  that  tbe  addition  of 
half-pay  might  he  agreeable,  be  did  not 
at  present  feel  that  any  reason  existed  for 
any  new  arrangement 

Sir  H.  Hardinga  thought,  that  it  w«s 
important  thst  the  naTsl  and  military  ler* 
vices  should  be  assimilated.  Sir  Charlee 
Walker,  the  Lieutenant-governor  of  Chel- 
sea Hospital,  received  his  military  pay  ae 
well  as  the  emoluments  of  his  office,  and 
be  saw  no  reason  wh^  the  same  mle 
should  not  foe  adopted  m  refcrence  to  Sir 
James  Gordon,  the  LientenaBt-goveriHW 
of  Greenwich  Hospital. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  pointed  out,  that  the 
Lieutenant-governor  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
pital, being  an  officer  on  half-pay,  could 
not  receive  his  half-pay  at  tbe  same  time 
as  the  salary  of  his  office.  The  case  was 
eiprenly  provided  for  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment which  forbade  the  receipt  of  pav 
and  salary  at  the  same  line.  Sit  C, 
Walker  was  an  officer  on  full  pay,  which 
might  account  for  the  diatinction  In  hia 
case. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply  —  Armt  Estihatbs.]  Ur. 
Macavlay,  in  rising  to  bring  under  the 
notice  of  the  Committee,  the  army  esti- 
mates for  the  ensuing  year,  said,  that  tbe 
estimates  at  the  ctMamencement  of  latt 
Tear,  amounted  to  6,163,000^  He  had, 
however,  felt  it  his  duty  late  in  the  year, 
to  bring  forward  a  aupplemeatuy  eati- 
mate  of  22,0001.,  to  carry  into  efliKt  the 
recommendation  of  the  naml  and  miUtarf 
commission,  which  increaaed  tbe  eatisatea 
for  the  whole  vear  to  6,185,000f.  Tbe 
estimate  which  he  had  now  to  Inug  mder 
tbsir  notiot)  ungi)Bt«d  to  9,166,9001^  w 


Urn  than  tbe  ■Boant  cliUB|d 
upon  the  previoui  rar.  Oftbenen.tt^ 
whole  fone  diarged  npoB  tbe  eathnate  of 
laatyear.waa  131,113;  the  iMnaaeapn 
the  present  year  was  ao  alight  as  •omely 
to  reqnire  notice,  being  only  nine  aie^ 
The  number  of  men  required  for  tbe  pn- 
soit  year  would  therefore  be  131,131  man. 
Of  tbeae,  39,070  were  employed  in  India. 
Tbe  whole  number  employed  by  tbe  EMt 
India  Cmnpaiiy  waa  39,680,  bst  of  theee, 
560  men  were  emplt^  in  En^atid.  D»- 
ductinc  tbe  39,070  menemirioyedin  ladia 
from  the  whole  force,  then  woold  he  left 
culgcct  to  the  Untinv  Act  93,051  mim. 
Of  these,  91,491  were  In  tbe  peyof  Gmu 
Britain  and  the  colooiea,  and  560  in  tiw 
pay  of  the  East  India  Companr,  tbeogh 
serving  in  Great  Britain,  finitlww 
who  examined  the  ealimatea  woold  par* 
oeive  a  slight  increaae  of  the  ngintBtil 
chargee  ronoing  through  tbe  whua  oF  the 
eatimates.  He  ordinary  ezpenae  sf  a 
cavalry  repment  was  1 7,001  L,  the  expenie 
in  the  pnaent  estimate  was  17,036/.    The 


<»dinary  esoense  of  a  battalion  of  iofiutt^ 
was  36,415A,  the  expense  in  tbe  preeasit 
26,476/.    The  ground  of  tlw 


e  expense  I 
.*76/.  Th( 
increase  in  the  cavalry  i 
that  the  adjutants  of  Ihoae  resinentt.tioir 
received  that  advantage  which  ^iM>d 
and  military  commtsuon  bad  lecoameDded* 
and  which  all  admitted  waa  tWr  due.  la 
the  in^try,  the  gruundt  of  incnaae  wen 
two-fbld:  firat,  the  acfjutaata  of  infiutiy 
reoiments  received  tbe  same  advantagea  to 
which  he  had  already  refoned  aa  aocraiii^ 
cavalry  adjutants,  indeed  to  rather  « 


sreater  extent ;  and  secondly,  that  it  had 
been  thonsht  expedient  to  make  eome  ad> 
dition  to  toe  contingent  allowancea  of  tbe 


I  of  d^pdt  cmnpaaiea  in  England. 

been  deemed  expedient,  that  tbe 
eataUiahment  dionld  be  icept  as  nearly  h 
poasible  at  the  falgbeet  ponit;  and  he  be- 
lieved, that  at  no  period  in  our  mOItuy 
hiabvy  bad  the  nnmber  of  eActivea  an 
Dearly  reached  tbe  nnmber  voted  bf  'Par- 
liament  as  now.  The  conaequeDce  wa^ 
that  the  depdt  companiea  ovenowed,  and 
it  would  have  been  very  lu^joat  to  the 
eqituoa  of  those  dipAt  eompewa  to  hira 
kc^t  then  on  tbe  small  aHewaoce  rcosived 
by  tiiem  when  the  nnmber  of  cAetinaea 
waa  amalkr.  Tbe  aext  tiitm  ia  wblgh.a 
change  from  Ust  yeai  would  M  ■roii^d 
ma  in  that  item  whkh  pmidad  Av  A» 
pay  of  tbe  men  wantiag  in  erdsr  to  Ibfr 
cenpletioo  of  tbe  tSimn  fcne.  ld«t 
ywTi  bi  iMii  QiUid  npoa  «•  Htm  t»-fa^ . 
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40,0001.  for  this  purpose,  but  lie  now  only 
asked  20,000^.  A  saving  of  20,000/.  was 
apparent  here,  the  cause  of  which  was  the 
ikct  to  which  he  had  already  adverted — 
the  increase  of  efiectives  in  the  battalions. 
Indeed,  he  had  some  doubt  whether  he 
might  not  have  made  the  sum  smaller 
than  that  which  he  had  estimated.  He 
now  came  to  the  item  of  good-conduct 
pay.  He  was  happy  to  hcar^  that  during 
the  last  year  the  increase  of  men  upon 
the  good-conduct  pay  list  was  very  great. 
Upwards  of  800  soldiers  had  been  placed 
on  that  list.  The  real  effects  of  this  im- 
provement (for  which  they  were  indebted 
to  the  noble  Lord  who  had  preceded  him 
In  the  office  which  he  held),  could  not, 
however,  be  experienced  until  1843.  The 
immediate  result  was  evidenced  by  the 
feet,  that  while  the  charge  last  year  under 
this  head  was  7,640/.,  for  the  present  year, 
the  estimate  was  9,312/.  Under  the  head  of 
provisions,  forage,  fuel,  light  for  the  troops, 
money  allowances,  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  regimental  officers  abroad,  there  ap- 
peared a  considerable  increase.  The  esti- 
mate for  last  year  was  241,643/.,  that  for 
the  present  year  was  270,346/.  With 
respect  to  this  increase,  he  would  observe, 
that  this  portion  of  the  estimate  was  al- 
wajrs  formed  on  facts.  The  actual  expen- 
diture of  the  last  year  formed  the  ground 
for  the  estimate  of  the  next.  The  esti- 
mate for  the  year  ending  March,  1842, 
was,  therefore,  founded  upon  the  actual 
expenditure  of  the  year  ending  the  31st  of 
March,  1840.  During  that  year,  there 
had  been  a  considerable  increase  of  ex- 
penditure in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  the 
'  Australian  colonies,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  In  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  there 
had  been  a  considerable  additional  fbrce^ 
and  in  Australasia  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
I^Io}ic  there  had  been  a  considerable  rise  in 
the  price  of  provisions.  The  House, 
however,  would  see  wiih  pleasure,  that 
there  was  a  reduction  in  the  expense  of 
this  branch  in  regard  to  Jamaica.  The 
cause  of  this  change  was  the  restoration 
there  of  that  good  feeling  which  had  led 
the  colonists  to  provide  themselves  for 
those  expencos  which  last  year  necessarily 
devolved  upon  this  country.  The  next 
charcc  arose  out  of  an  innovation,  from 
whicn  he  was  inclined  to  anticipate  the 
most  valuable  results — he  alludeu  to  the 
establishment  of  regimental  savings*  banks. 
Tlie  experiment  of  establishing  a  savings' 
bank  in  each  regiment  had  been  found 
most    beneficial      The   communicatious 


commenced  by  the  noble  Lord,  hia 
cessor,  than  whom  there  could  not  haf« 
been  a  more  true  friend  to  the  aoldier-h* 
those  communications  had  been  oontioiMd 
since  with  the  commander-in-chief^ 
the  result  was,  that  he  now  oalled 
the  House  to  vote  500/.  for  the  inlemt  of 
deposits  made  by  non-eommlssioiied  ofi- 
oers  and  privates  in  those  regimental  beake^ 
These  resimental  banks  were  not  ao 
requiredln  England,  where  aavingaT 
already  existed  so  genenlly  |  or  in 
tralasia,  where  the  interest  of  money 
high.  He  was  inclined,  howefer^  to  tfaiok 
that  the  establishment  of  these  rffgiieatal 
savings*  banks  would  be  a  moat  wwinMrn 
source  of  economical  and  respectahie  ludbili 
on  the  part  of  a  large  portioo  of  the  MMgr 
stationed  in  our  distant  posseMJoBji,  ww 
were  otherwise  without  a  place  of 
and  would  be  disposed  to  spend  their 
ney  in  frivolous  pursuits,  if  not  in 
Under  the  head  of  regimental 
cies  there  was  no  diminutiont  bnt 
an  increase.  One  or  two  heads  nreeanlal 
an  increase,  particularly  in  the  Gnaiie  iv 
passage  money  from  port  to  port  in  Ae 
Unit^  Kingdom,  and  in  the  chaim  §m 
ferries  and  railway  travelling,  lo  the 
rise  from  the  use  oif  railways,  lie  wae  inic 
the  House  would  not  objecti  hrcanee  the 
saving  of  time  achieved  was,  in  nililnrf 
matters,  more  than  an  equivalent  fiir  tlie 
additional  expenditure  oif  monej.  The 
next  charge  was  one  of  395/.  for  ue  Bml 
Western  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  in  rnneiinti 
ation  of  the  privilege  allowed  the  —'^-'  * 
ofiiccrs  of  the  army  to  attend  tiie 
at  that  institution.  This  was  not 
nual  grant — the  grant  annually 
posed  to  be  50/.  The  hospital 
ground  which  was  the  property  ef  the 
Crown,  and  it  had  been  opened  nMst  ttefw 
ally  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  nraiy. 
The  wish  of  the  officers  of  the  hespitd  wne, 
that  the  ground  on  which  the  hoepitnl 
stood  sliouTd  be  made  a  grant  ef  bf  On- 
vernment ;  but  objections  were  Midn  •■ 
the  score  of  the  cJaims  that  night  he  nt 
up  by  other  bodies  similariy  circn 
It  was  thought,  however,  that 
objection  would  be  made  to  ailowingn  Mr- 
tain  |>ortion  of  the  rent  of  the  hosftal  In 
be  borne  by  the  department  which 
fitcd  by  it.  50/.  a*year  was 
fit  sum,  and  the  vote  of  99SL 
fray  that  annual  rental  from  the 
the  hospital  was  first  opened,  en  An  lei 
July,  1833.  The  next  item 
charges  of  the  ncnMug 
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year  they  amounted  to  apwir^h  of  1 1  ^fXnlL 
thU  year  they  were  dimitiiBhed  to  108^0001. 
This  decrease  arose  firotn  the  drcamstancea 
of  the  army  having  heen  recruited  to  a 
▼efy  high  extent  last  year>  and  alto  that 
certain  charges^  whidi  had  heen  ftmno^y 
paid  fbr  the  maintenance  and  |Hiy  of  re- 
cniits  until  they  joined  their  regimenta, 
were  now  hrougnt  under  the  head  of  regi- 
mental expenses.  He  was  not  aware^  that 
there  was  anything  ftlrther  that  required 
explanation,  till  he  came  to  the  irote  for 
the  battalion  which  was  to  be  formed  for 
serrice  in  Canada^  for  which  10,000/.  had 
been  taken  on  account  last  year.  It  was 
considered,  that  the  15>000l.  which  they 
proposed  to  take  this  year,  in  additiob  to 
that  10,000/.  would  completely  meet  all 
the  chanres  of  that  battalion  for  the  fiiW; 
jrear.  The  object  of  the  establishment  of 
that  battalion  Was,  that  there  should  be  a 
certain  force  in  Canada,  of  such  a  charac- 
ter, and  with  such  adrantages,  that  there 
should  be  litlle  or  lio  danger,  that  the 
high  wages  of  the  United  States,  and  other 
advantages,  and  the  great  fodlity  that 
there  was  of  passing  so  extended  a  fron- 
tier, should  induce  them  to  cross  the  bor. 
der,  and  pass  to  the  United  States.  That 
battalion  was  to  be  called  the  Royal  Cana- 
dian Battalion,  and  was  to  be  oompoaed  of 
men  on  the  good-conduct  list,  and  who 
were  at  the  end  of  ten  years  to  be  entitled 
to  {lensioos.  He  had  strong  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  it  would  on  these  terms  be  easy 
to  (ill  up  the  battalion.  The  advantage 
derived  from  the  public  was,  that  everv 
man  in  that  l>attalion  would  receive  id 
per  day  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  pay  of 
the  soldier.  His  full  pay,  ho^ever^  would 
be  \s,  ^.  per  day,  inausive  of  9d.  a-day^ 
to  which  he  would  be  entitled  at  home 
from  additional  service.  The  only  addi- 
tional charge  on  the  public  would  be  the 
extra  Id.  per  day,  yet  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  expense  would 
fall  short  of  the  ordinary  ^argeof  a  bat- 
talion of  the  line.  A  corps  would  be 
formed,  which  for  respectability  of  cha- 
racter and  ease  of  situation,  would  not  be 
equalled  by  any  other  corps—- one  In  whfdi 
everv  private  would  bear  the  badge  of 
gooa  conduct,  and  where,  in  regalid  to  tlieir 
wives  and  children,  they  were  mm!9  in- 
dulged than  the  corps  in  the  most  fofoM^ 
parts  of  the  empire,  beinff  allowed  twelves 
women  instead  of  six.  He  waa  aware,  that 
many  objections  had  been  raised  to  the 
plan  ;  but,  when  all  the  advatitagefe  Wei0 
considered,  he  thought  they  Were  Juitifed 


in  expectiag,  that  «  hlghlr  reqMtalk 
and  effleieni  battftlioii  woQla  bt  hMU. 
The  next  item  on  whieii  l»  fhmq^t  it 
neeessanr  to  make  any  ranaflr  wafe  lib 
vote  of  iflOOL,  again  asked  Ibr  the  iNhl- 
tenancy  of  our  eaSibliahment  it  St.  RrielMl. 
Although  it  had  been  thought,  that  tbiate 
might  be  some  reduction  made  in  tirfa 
chime,  yet,  as  very  aoou  after  the  ftitto 
waauttt  year  muted,  a  J^'rendi  pHnee  uf 
the  Mood  had  gone  to  St.  Hemia  tnr'k 
misahm  of  tlie  very  Idgbeat  inttoatt.  It 
was  thought,  that  (t  wmild  not  havn  faMh 
fitting  at  such  a  time  to  witlidraw  mta 
and  reduce  our  establishment  tbefw.  It 
was,  however,  the  intentioti  of  OtnrehN 
ment  to  take  the  subject  as  aoott  as  M»l- 
Ue  into  eohsideratioii.  Tlietolkl  eaUhMlle 
of  the  charge  for  the  laad  fbnsea  for  eerf- 
ioe  at  home,  and  allowed  ftott  the  let  ttf 
April,  1841,  to  the  81*t  of  Maitli^  iS4f , 
was  4^503,886^  If  ftom  thia  amiHint  Ms 
dedooted  the  appropriation  hi  Aid,  er 
59>487/.,  the  amount  would  be  rediMd  to 
4,443,749/.  From  this  there  was  atili  flir- 
ther  to  be  deducted  the  989,975iL  hortte 
by  the  East  India  Company,  whidI  left  a 
sum  of  8,510,774/.  finally  diaigeaMe  llli 
the  puMie  in  leapeet  of''^the  hod  fonsaft. 
Thh  exhilnted  a  decrease  uMil  the  tmifb 
compared  with  the  last*  The  sum  iiar|t». 
able  last  year  was  SfiUfi^OL,  tlM  %- 
crease,  therefore,  was  1,096k  On  tke 
staff  contingencies,  there  was  an  incrtalb 
of  SfiOQL  Last  year  the  amount  WAa 
58,000/.,  this  year  the  eatimata  Waa 
56,0001.,  but  the  same  cause  that  had  Ml 
to  the  increase  of  regimental  continceiieiea 
had  led  also  to  the  ibcrsaae  m  alilF 
oontlttgencies.  The  jwfaole  estimate  fbr 
staff  diarges  waa  167,448/.,  but  tKIa 
ibduded  a  eum  «yf  9,500i  for  iAH- 
tional  advautagea  aflbrded  to  medieil  oK- 
ceta  under  tiie  fecoaiiueiMatiott  of  Mm 
naval  and  militaiy  eoiamissiop>  He  MMV 
came  to  tiie  expenses  of  uM  ^feiUie  qsjMr« 
ttenta.  The  eaiimMe  under  thia  hMi  for 
the  year  ending  81st  March,  I841|  Ma 
60,146/. ;  that  for  the  year  ending  IIMl, 
1849,  waa  79»714/.  ticte  was  a  ptMHh 
incnsMe;  but  there  had  l(Benn|p«it'lil« 
crease  in  the  Boat-eilee  ekaiMi  The 
peatage  diaigea  of  fala  own  mfMmM, 
amounted  to opwatda  of  l,<»llfcnBt  iuunii. 
The  AdJntaniNgenMnv  a  apenuimiite  '  Jte 
postage  averaged  886I.  iieimMMMi*  inte 
wmgnc  Of  le^wie  ivoeiwi  wna  vwnniT- 
four  nma  n  year,  nnn  mn  flnmr  ■amner 
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double.  If  allowance  was  made  for  this 
additional  charge^  it  would  be  seen  that 
the  other  expenses  of  the  public  depart- 
ments had  scarcely  increased  since  last 
year.  While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
he  felt  bound  to  say,  that  had  the  esti- 
mates been  presented  a  short  time  later, 
he  might  have  had  to  take  an  increased 
charge  for  his  own  establishment,  which 
next  year  he  believed  it  would  be  necessary 
to  make.  Some  correspondence  had  re- 
cently taken  place  between  the  Treasury 
and  the  War-oifice  with  a  view  to  the  in- 
troduction into  the  War-office  of  a  system 
analogous  to  that  introduced  some  years 
ago  into  the  Admiralty,  that  of  the 
Italian  system  of  book-keeping;  and  also 
for  bringing  more  clearly  under  the  public 
eye  all  the  items  in  the  disbursements,  so 
that  every  year  a  balance-sheet  would  be 
exhibited,  showing  how  far  every  sum 
voted  by  Parliament  had  been  ex|)ended 
for  the  purpose  originally  contemplated. 
Under  the  tiead  of  the  Royal  Military 
College  no  vote  was  asked  for  this  year, 
as  that  establishment  had,  as  it  had  done 
for  some  years  past,  defrayed  its  own  ex- 
penses. With  regard  to  the  vote  for  the 
Koyal  Military  Asylum,  he  had  last  year 
pledged  himself  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny  to  do  all  in  his  power  towards 
the  reduction  of  the  charge  in  respect  of 
that  institution.  Since  then  the  governor 
of  the  establishment  at  Southampton  had 
died.  He  had  taken  advantage  of  the 
circumstance  to  break  up  the  establish- 
ment there,  and  transfer  the  children  to 
Chelsea.  The  expense  of  the  institution 
last  year  was  16,701/,,  the  estimate  for  the 
present  was  15,148/.  Thus  a  saving  of 
about  1,600/.  had  been  effected.  While 
on  this  subject^  he  thought  it  necessary  to 
advert  to  another  subject  in  connexion 
with  the  institution  which  was  brought 
before  the  House  last  year,  when  he 
thought  it  right  to  assure  the  House  he 
would  give  the  subject  his  most  serious  at- 
tention, and  that  he  had  no  doubt  a  satis- 
factory conclusion  would  be  come  to.  He 
alluded  to  the  difficulties  which  had  at- 
tended the  admission  of  the  children  of 
Protestant  dissenters  and  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics to  the  Asylum.  He  had  brought 
the  subject  before  the  heads  of  the  asylum, 
and  they  had,  without  a  dissentient  voice, 
determined  on  a  course  which  would  be 
fbund  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  mem- 
bers of  every  religious  persuasion.  He 
felt  bound  to  acknowledge,  also,  the  very 
Taluable  assistance  he  had  received  froib 


f  the  Bishop  of  London,  who  had  done  Um 
the  honour  to  assist  him  in  drawing  up  tlw 
regulations  for  the  asylum.    The  chftMe 
that  was  effected  would  not  ofiinid  tSe 
most  zealous   friend  of  the  EitiMiJiwI 
Church,  while  it  would  not  oootiniie  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  Cathdici  and  dik 
senters  who  had   young  relativea  in  thia 
asylum.    He  trusted,  therefore,  that  ift 
would  eive  general  satisfaction  that  tka 
establisnment  was  open  to  the  cbildreo  af 
all  who  shed  their  blood  for  their  oouatej* 
without  reference  to  religious  fiuth.     Tub 
next  item  of  charge  he  came  to  waa  tha 
Volunteer  corps.      The   comaiittae  waa 
aware  that  durmg  the  last  year  it  was  aa^ 
as  during  former  years,  neccasary  to  call 
for  the  aid  of  this  body  for  the  pui 
of  assisting  in  preserving  the  public 
Last  year  the  charge  for  the  Volual 
corps  waa  92,993/.,  this  year  it  waa  aaly 
82,266/.,  making   a   saviog  of    10,7S7l 
Ta^ng  all  these  items  it  would  ahov  a 
total   charge  last  year  for  the  efbctiia 
force  to  have  been  3,846,450/.,  aud  the 
same  charge  for  the   present  year  waa 
3,855,352/.,  showing  an  increaae  of  Iha 
amount  to  be  provided  of  8,9024    H« 
came  to  the  non-effective  part  of  tha 
vice,  in  which  branch  be  baliefad 
Gentlemen  generally  expected  that 
should  be  some  saving,  and  that 
should  be  a  gradual  diminution  of  tha 
penditure  under  this  head.    Uadar  Iha 
head  of  rewards  f(nr  military  aarviee,  tha 
funds  for  which  were  taken  at  thraa-filiha 
of  the  amount  of  the  emoluaieata  of 
risen  appointments,  taken  as  ther 
vacant,  there  was  a  sum  of  369i.  * 
arising  from   such    vacanciea    orrmiiM 
during  the  last  year.    Thiee^fillha  of  ^S 
sum  waa  227/.,  and  thia,  taken  fron  apaaw 
tion  of  the  unappropriated  eatiaiate  of  iMk 
year,  and  the  sum  arising  from  paaainaa 
falling  in  from  the  death  of  distii^aiihad 
officers  who  formerly  enjoyed  them^  lift 
986/.  at  the  disposal  of  her  Mveat|,  lor 
this  year,  for  the  reward  of  diatiafaiBhai 
services.     Durins  the  last  year  9Q0L  had 
been  appropriated  in  the  shape  of  peuamaa 
on   four  gallant  Oflioera,    whooe  diotiA- 
guished  services  Gentlemen  would  aea 
scribed  under  the  proper  head  ia  tha 
mate.    The  whole  chaigc  under  thia 
last  year  was  15,815/.,  including  tha  ak 
lowance  to  officers  in  garriaou ;  and  ia  the 
present    year   it    amounted  to    l6fi9BL 
There  had  been  a   new  cham  oa  thia 
head  this  year :  in  removing  thcdmigaaf 
the  salary  of  the  garriooa  qnaitn^i 
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of  Malta  from  the  staff  eatinate  bto  (ta 
proper  p]aoe>  namely^  of  allowaooe  to  Uie 
officers  of  her  Majesty's  garrisons  at  iioiiie 
or  abroad.  This  officer  had  no  duties  to 
perfono,  and  it  was  therefore  thought 
better  to  remove  it  to  the  present  vote. 
The  next  item  was  the  charge  for  the  pay 
of  genera]  officers  not  being  colonels  of 
regiments.  The  sum  proposed  for  the 
present  year  under  this  head  was  89,21 7/.^ 
the  sum  proposed  last  year  was  95,688/., 
of  which  only  92,000/.  had  been  expended. 
A  saving  in  the  amount  of  this  estimate 
might  be  calculated  on  as  arising  from  the 
probable  decease  of  some  officers,  and  from 
others  obtaining  regiments^  when  this  al- 
lowance ceased  ;  the  probable  charge  might 
therefore  be  taken  at  85,000/.,  so  that 
there  would  be  a  savinff  on  the  charge  in 
this  year,  as  compared  with  last,  of  7,000/* 
The  next  estimate  was  for  the  full  pay  for 
reduced  and  retired  officers  of  her  Majesty's 
service.  The  Committee  was  aware  that 
this  item  was  framed  in  conformity  with 
the  reconimendatioQ  of  the  military  and 
naval  commissioners.  The  charge  for  the 
present  year  under  this  head  was  67,500/., 
but  the  amount  for  retired  full-pay  for 
subalterns,  &c.,  would  be  gradually  re- 
duced by  casualties,  and  the  charge  for  the 
full-pay  of  reduced  and  retired  oflteers 
would  be  limited  to  38,000/.,  as  reoom- 
mended  by  the  commissioDers  on  military 
promotion  and  retirement.  The  reduc- 
tions were  to  be  effected  by  not  filling  up 
the  vacancies  until  the  charge  was  reduced 
to  38,000/.,  which  was  not  to  be  exceeded 
after  the  present  retired  officers'  allowancea 
ceased.  As  he  had  just  stated,  he  was 
under  the  neceseity   of  asking,  for   the 

{iresent  year,  for  67,000/.,  while  last  year 
le  only  required  53,500/.,  being  an  in- 
crease of  14,000/.  Tlie  next  estimate  was 
the  charge  for  half- pay  and  military  allow- 
ances to  reduced  and  retired  officers  of  her 
Majesty's  lund  forces.  The  vote,  taken 
last  year  under  this  head  was  505,500/. 
The  sum  required  this  year  was  497,000/., 
showing  a  saving  of  8,500/.  There  would 
have  been  an  additional  saving  under  this 
vote,  but  there  was  a  new  charge  of  2,000/. 
for  a  special  additional  allowance  of  100/. 
a  year  each  to  twenty  lieutenant-colooela 
of  long  service,  having  the  brevet  rank 
of  colonel,  who  have  retired,  in  aid  of  their 
half-pay.  The  next  estimate  was  for  the 
half-pay  and  reduced  allowances  to  officers 
of  disbanded  foreign  corps,  of  pensiona  to 
wounded  foreign  Meen,  andaUowanceato 
widows  of  deceased  foreign  offioera.    The 
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eharge  last  year,  midar  tUa  item, 
SS,608l;  for  the  presnit  year  it  was 
60,608/.;  thus  showing  a  sanng  of  3,0001. 
The  next  estimate  was  the  charge  of  pes- 
sions  to  widows  of  officers:  hat  year  it 
waa  142,987/. ;  this  year  it  was  141,0482., 
showing  a  saving  of  1,900/.  HetbeneaoM 
to  the  estimate  of  the  charge  of  allowanoea 
on  the  compasaioiiate  list,  of  allowances  of 
the  royal  bounty,  and  of  peDBions,  gratui* 
ties,  and  allowanoea  to  officers  for  woonda* 
The  vote  last  year  for  this  porpoae  wis 
127,300/.,  while  in  the  present  year  hm 
atktd  only  124,000/. ;  thus  nsaking  a  sav* 
ing  of  3,300/.  The  next  charge  waa  for 
Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  Hoapitala,  of  the 
in-pensionera  of  these  eataUiahmenta,  of 
the  ont-pensiuners  of  Chdaea,  of  peodona 
to  discharged  negro  soldiers,  &c.  There 
was  an  apparent  additional  eharge  to  one 
item  in  this  vote.  Last  vear,  3,800ii  waa 
taken  as  the  charge  for  allowances  ferpay* 
ing  out-pensionera  of  Chelaea  in  Oreat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  at  the  rate  of  3dL  per 
payment:  he  propoaed  thia  year  to  take  an 
additional  10,000/.  for  thb  purpoee,  makp 
ing.  altogether  13,300/.  It  had  been  for 
some  time  past  m  the  oontemplatioo  of  tlM 
Crovemment  to  make  some  chaofeaastD 
the  mode  of  paring  the  oat-peiiaioiiefa  of 
Chelaea  Hoapital.  A  plan  mr  tUa  ynr« 
pooe  had  been  drawn  up,  and  wbidi  waa 
then  under  the  consideration  of  the  pvapte 
anthorittea,  which  he  had  litde  dowt*  if 
adopted,  would  in  the  long  run  prodooe  • 
saving  to  the  country,  and  at  the  save 
time  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  pen- 
sioners, and  would  tend  to  promote  mooA 
order  in  society.  The  matter  had  been 
long  before  the  Chelsea  Board|  and  he  be- 
lieved that  aome  pfaui  of  the  kind  woold  he 
shortly  adopted.  This  oouM  not  be  dose 
without  having  aoase  funda  in  hand  for  the 
purpoae.  He,  therefore,  thought  it  right 
to  take  the  sum  of  10,000/.  for  the  adUi* 
tional  charge  for  the  payment  of  the  Mt* 
penaionera  $  and  if  the  plan  waa  attended 
with  the  aueoesa  which  be  eqiected  that  it 
would,  he  believed  that  ao  for  froos  ila 
being  a  ksa  ultimately,  it  would  be  iaami 
to  he  productive  of  grsat  aaving.  Ika 
total  charge  for  Chelaea  and  Kilu.aiolwK 
Hoapitals,  and  the  out^enaionera  ftt  ksl 
year,  waa  1,274,639/.,  and  dttriiy  :tWpt»> 
sent  year  the  diarge  would  be  1,268J!08I.; 
diowmg  a  aaving  of  nearly  6J0OOL  .The 
next  estinuite  waa  the  mrgt  of  lUasr* 
ances,  oompenaation^  and  esnoliimeot%  in 
the  nature  of  aapeinawMMtioB  or  MCiaai 
aUow^ncea  to  persona  JMrmayly  h<|liW||im 
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to  the  several  public  departments  con- 
nected with  the  army.  The  charge  under 
this  head  last  year  was  42,000/.^  for  the 
present  year  41.000/. ;  showing  a  saving  of 
1,000/.  *  In  addition,  however,  there  was 
a  charge  of  500/.,  which  did  not  appear 
last  year.  By  the  regular  course  of  things, 
Sir  Howard  Douglas  was  entitled  to  an 
allowance  of  500/.,  as  ins|)ector-gencral  of 
the  Iloyal  Military  College.  The  gallant 
Officer  did  not  receive  this  amount  while 
he  was  governor  of  the  Ionian  Islands,  but 
since  his  return  he  was  entitled  to  draw 
it.  The  whole  charge  last  year  for  the 
non-effective  branch  of  the  8ervice  was 
2,339,347/.,  while  the  amount  for  the  pre- 
sent year  was  2^302,901/. ;  thus  showing  a 
saving  of  36,44G/.  Taking,  then,  the 
whole  charge,  therefore,  for  the  effective 
and  non-effective  branches  of  the  service, 
there  was  a  saving  of  27,544/.  this  year  as 
com|>ared  with  last  year.  He  had  state<l 
the  matter  as  plainly  and  as  simply  as  he 
could,  and  he  hoped  that  he  had  given  a 
satisfactory  explanation  as  to  the  various 
topics  which  he  had  alluded  to.  He  must 
state,  in  conclusion,  that  lie  was  satis6ed 
that  both  sides  of  the  House  bad  no  other 
ol^ect  in  view  than  to  place  the  pstimates 
of  tlie  country  on  the  best  footing,  while 
having  regaru,  on  the  one  hand,  to  en- 
forcing every  practicable  economy,  they 
would  not  lose  sight  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
service.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
cluded with  proposing  the  following  reso- 
lution :-^ 

'*  Tliat  a  number  of  land  forces,  not  exceed- 
ing 02,051  (exclusive  of  tlie  men  employed  in 
the  territorial  possessions  of  the  East  India 
Company),  commissioned  and  non-commis- 
sioned oflicers  included,  be  maintained  for  the 
service  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  from  the  1st  of  April  1841, 
to  the  3 1 St  of  March,  184(2.'' 

Mr.  Hume  supposed  that  it  might  afford 
some  satisfaction  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  be  informed  that  he  did  not  intend 
to  trouble  the  Committee  ut  any  length,  or 
to  divide  against  the  present  estimates.  As 
the  House  ap|)eare,d  determined  to  keep  up 
n  war  establishment  in  time  of  peace,  he 
would  only  protest  against  the  system.  He 
would  beg  the  House  merely  to  observe 
what  a  rapid  incrcnsc  had  been  made  in 
(mr  military  establishments  during  the  last 
ft»w  years.  He  could  not  help  looking  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Oovenmient  since  1830. 
In  the  year  18'2*J  the  whole  of  our  military 
and  naval  f<»rre«.  inilndin^  the  ordiniince, 
amounted  to  1(X),()3.9;  in  1S30,  the  sumo 


forces  amounted  to  118,975,  being  im  ia^ 
crease  of  18,936  men.    In  tlie  present  year 
the  amount  of  force  prooosed  wa«  43«0QD 
for  the  navy,  92,051  for  tne  army,  (hfjMgi 
29,070  in  India),  and  8,682  for  the  vAr 
nance,  making  altogether   143j733  mm- 
This  showed  an  increase  since  1832  of 
43,694;  and  since  1830,  of  34,75a     l^h^ 
latter,  be  it  recollected  was  tl|e  estimate  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington's  government,  i^iil 
was  the  state  of  the  forces  when  ibe  pn. 
sent  administration  came  into  office.     Il^ 
therefore,  economy  was  one  of  the  pledgcf 
of   the  present   Government,   it  aii|   j^ 
adhere  to  it,  as  it  had  added  loraely  tp  >fy 
number  of  men,  and  thus  entaued  a  gK«^ 
expense  on  the  country.     He  did  no|'  fav 
this  from  any  angry  feeling,  but  he  demf 
regretted  to  see  a  ^ar  establishment  ^u^ 
loosed  on  the  country,  while  it  was  taid  i^t 
were  in  a  state  of  profound  peace.     Tl^p 
was  greatly  to  be  deplored  while  the  oqun. 
try  was  pressed  down  with  taxation.     H^ 
could  not  help  feeling  that  the  stale  if 
things  which  induced  the  Government  19 
demand  these  large  establishments.  Wen 
mainly  attributable  to  its  own  ooadiicC 
First  of  all,  their  proceedings  in  Caiwb 
were  most  objectionable,  and  then  the  (&ou 
vcmment  was  clearly  respcmsible  for  BfAam 
to  fight  in  Syria,  where  our  forces  had  2 
business  whatever.     Tliis  latter  pmnriijWiijr 
had  been  productive  of  the  very  wont  co9* 
sequences,  as  it  had  unfortunatdr  rufrnigit 
the  French  nation  from  strict  allianee^n 
this  country,  and  which  was  ^winmit  fjn 
the  future  peace  of  Europe.     Dming*  Al 
last  few  years,  there  had  oeen  aa  iQcni^e 
of  the  public  expenditure  to  the  amount^ 
3,369,726/.     In  1836,  the  charp  for  & 
army,  navy,  and  ordnance  was  14,881,AKi£| 
and  in  1840,  it  amounted  to  17»451,9SS( 
During  the  present  year,  in  ooBseqpmce  of 
the  increase  m  the  naval  force,  there  ipmoll 
be  an  additional  charce  of  I,500,00tNL     ft 
would  thus  appear  that  the  **fri"f*^  Ifar 
this  year  would  be  at  least  five  mOlioiia 
more  than  they  were  in  1836.    He  tlMNidl^ 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  lloose  tplS^ 
to  the  enormous  pressure  of  taxation  on 
the  mass  of  the  |x»plc,  for  property  wai 
not  taxed  at  present,  but  nearly  A  dm 
taxes  were  imi>osed  on  the  neoenarica  of 
life,  and  therefore  they  fell  upon  those  mi» 
caged  in  industrious  pursuits.     Unlqp  t^ 
House  estubliscd  a  property  tax,  and  moAo 
the  rich  contribute  to  the  burdena  of  llif 
country  as  much  as  the  poor,  depend  upon 
it   the  system  cinild  not  continue,  Ibr  of 
preM.'nt  the  manufacturing  population,  to 
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which  the  prosperity  of  the  country  was 
mainly  attributable,  were  ground  down^ 
and  were  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  distress. 
In  addition  to  the  143^733  men  in  the 
army 9  navy^  and  ordnance,  there  was  also 
a  police  force  in  Ireland  of  between  5,000 
and  6^000  men,  and  a  police  force  in  Eng. 
land  of  10,000.  Those  latter  might  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  a  military  force, 
considering  the  mode  in  which  they  were 
organized  and  employed.  The  estimates 
were  not  such  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  justified,  but  it  was  almost  useless 
opposing  them,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
diderence  of  the  House;  he  should,  there- 
fore, merely  say.  No,  to  the  vote,  but  he 
would  not  divide  the  House.  He  was  as 
anxious  as  any  man  that  the  navy  of  this 
country  should  be  placed  on  a  proper  foot- 
ing, but  the  present  estimates  were  great 
beyond  all  the  circumstances  which  afibrded 
a  justification  of  an  increase.  There  was  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  country,  in  1830, 
against  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  his 
colleagues,  for  keeping  up  our  military 
force  to  G8,000  men,  but  it  was  now  not 
less  than  1)2,000,  and  he  did  not  see  any 
greater  cause  now  for  a  larger  force  than 
there  was  at  that  time ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  believed  that  the  country  at  that  time 
was  much  more  likely  to  be  involved  in  a 
contest  with  foreign  powers  than  ought  to 
be  the  case  now.  He  believed  that  it  was 
our  fault  that  a  coldness  had  grown  up 
between  this  country  and  France.  He 
also  believed  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
Government  that  our  differences  with  the 
United  States  had  not  been  settled  long 
ago,  for  the  ultimatum  from  America  had 
been  sent  to  England  several  months  ago. 
On  this  ground,  then,  they  could  not  with- 
draw a  large  force  from  Canada.  He 
1)elieved,  that  if  the  question  with  the 
United  States  was  settled,  10,000  men 
could  at  once  be  withdrawn  from  our 
North  American  provinces. 

Sir  Henry  Ilardinge  had  listened  to  the 
very  characteristic  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kilkenny,  and  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised at  the  opinions  which  he  had  ex- 
pressed. It  might  be  assumed  that  n 
increased  force  had  become  necessary  in 
consequence  of  the  peculiar  state  of  our 
foreign  relations  at  the  present  time  ;  but 
this  was  not  the  question  which  they  had 
to  consider.  Fie  regretted  as  much  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny  the  increase  of 
fhe  public  cx|)enditure  since  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  was  in  office  in  1830,  and  since 
the  government  of  his  right  hoo.  Friend  in 


1835.  It  was  not  for  them  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  present  expenditure  was  necessary 
or  not  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  our 
foreign  affairs  at  this  moment.  He  dijBTere^ 
both  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  as  to  (hie 
force  to  be  kept  up^  being  of  opinion  that 
the  army  estimates  of  the  present  year  did 
not  go  far  enough.  The  pressufre  on  the 
troops,  in  consequence  of  t^e  increased  du- 
ties in  the  colonies,  had  become  much 
greater  within  the  last  few  years.  He  was 
satisfied,  if  the  system  was  not  soqn 
altered,  the  pressure  would  become  so  grea( 
on  the  battalions  of  the  line ;  as  to  deterio- 
rate the  character  of  the  army,  and  within  a 
short  time  it  would  be  in  such  a  state  as  to 
prevent  its  giving  the  requisite  relief  to  the 
colonies.  He  had  hoped  that  before  this 
time  the  frequent  complaints  made  on  this 
subject  would  have  been  attended  to.  Was 
the  committee  aware  of  the  present  distri- 
bution of  the  army  ?  Last  year  there  were 
seventy-three  battalions  abroad  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  there  were  six  more  battalions  on 
their  passage^  leaving  twenty-four  batta- 
lions at  home,  llius  making  together  ^03 
battalions  of  the  line.  This  year,  instead  of 
any  imprpvepient  having  taken  place,  there 
were  five  more  battalions  abroad.  At  pre- 
sent there  were  seventv-eight  battalions  ip 
the  colonies,  six  battalions  on  their  paMAgfe^ 
and  only  nineteen  at  home ;  whilst  tt^ere 
were  strong  demands  for  an  increased  nun^- 
ber  of  troops  both  from  the  East  Indies  and 
America  this  year.  Not  only  were  five  more 
battalions  abroad,  but  th^  six  battalions 
which  were  put  down  on  their  passage 
home,  which  it  might  be  supposed  would  be 
an  increase  to  the  army  at  home,  would, 
immediately  on  their  arrival  require  other 
regiments  to  be  sent  abroad.  If  any  hon. 
Gentleman  would  take  the  trouble  to  look 
into  the  details  on  this  subject,  he  would 
readily  see  that  the  case  was  as  he  ha4 
described  it,  and  that  the  battalions  put 
down  as  being  on  their  passage  were  vfi 
reality  abroad.  If,  then,  they  included  the 
number  of  troops  on  their  passage,  it  would 
appear  that  there  were  eighty-four  bat- 
talions abroad,  and  only  nineteen  at  home. 
Was  it  possible  to  supply  a  proper  uplief 
with  such  a  small  establiibinent  at  home  ? 
Of  the  nineteen  battalions  at  horoe|  eight 
returned  from  foreign  service  only  last  year, 
and,  therefore,  only  eleven  were  fit,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  for  service.  Such 
then  was  the  state  of  our  military  establish- 
ments at  the  present  moment.  Was  this  n 
state  of  things  in  which  the  army  of  £og- 
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land  should  be  suffered  to  remain }  Again^ 
of  the  nineteen  battalions  at  home,  not  one 
had  returned  from  foreign  service  more  than 
four  years.  He  would^  as  an  illustration^ 
refer  merely  to  the  treatment  of  one  regi- 
ment, and  this  was  not  a  case  peculiar  to 
the  service.  The  22nd  regiment  was  sent 
out  to  India  only  the  other  day,  and  this 
battalion  had  only  returned  from  foreign 
service  three  and  a  half  years.  This  was 
after  ten  years'  service  in  Jamaica,  previ- 
ously to  which  it  had  been  between  four  or 
five  years  in  England;  before  this  it  had 
been  stationed  eieht  years  at  the  Mauritius, 
to  which  colony  it  was  removed  from  India 
after  several  years'  service  there.  It  was 
now  in  its  regular  turn  of  duty,  on  its  re- 
turn back  lo  India,  after  having  been  at 
home  only  three  years  and  a  half.  Thus  it 
appeared  this  regiment  would  before  it  again 
returned  home,  have  been  fifty  out  of  sixty 
years  abroad,  and  at  home  not  more  than 
ten  years.  If  this  system  were  to  be  conti- 
nued, a  regiment  of  the  line  might  be 
considered  as  almost  sent  to  perpetual 
banishment.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  this  system  was  the  fault  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  or  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration ;  but  if  it  was  not  remedied 
soon  a  most  severe  blow  would  be  inflicted 
on  the  discipline  of  the  army.  He  would 
appeal  to  any  man  whether  this  state  of 
things  did  not  inflict  a  great  injustice  on 
the  army  ?  He  did  not  wish  to  press  the 
Government  to  embark  in  a  prodigal  ex- 
penditure; but,  as  a  military  officer,  he 
could  not  help  feeling  the  great  evils  of  the 
present  system,  and  had  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  if  they  wished  to  have  the 
army  in  an  effective  state,  and  well  officered, 
they  must  have  an  establishment  by  which 
more  constant  reliefs  could  be  carried  on  for 
the  future,  so  that  a  regiment  could  return 
to  its  native  country  after  a  shorter  period 
of  service  abroad.  He  would  not  say  whe- 
ther or  not  the  state  of  affairs  in  Canada 
or  in  the  East  Indies,  in  China  or  in 
Syria,  was  attributable  to  the  Government, 
for  that  was  not  the  question  before  the 
House.  He  could  not  help  recollecting, 
however,  that  when  the  disturbances  broke 
out  in  Canada  we  had  nine  battalions  there 
as  the  peace  establishment.  Immediately 
ten  battalions  more  were  very  properly  sent 
out  there,  and  had  not  since  been  recalled, 
so  that  at  present  there  were  nineteen  bat- 
talions in  that  colony.  In  India  twenty 
battalions  were  the  ordinary  peace  estab- 
lishment, three  more  had  been  sent  out, 
f|nd  it  was  essentially  necessary  that  this 


increase  should  be  kept  thete ;  our  fiitpet  ill 
the  Mediterranean  were  augmented  this 
year  by  two  battalions.  It  appeared,  fhflro* 
fore,  that  the  present  state  of  our  fimigtt 
relations  rendered  it  neoenaiy  that  we 
should  take  fifteen  battalions  mora  fiom  Aa 
home  service  and  send  them  abitiod,  thm 
was  the  case  a  few  years  ago.  Whetfwr 
this  state  of  things  were  brought  about  \f 
the  ffood  conduct  or  fay  the  mjaooodud  of 
her  Majesty's  Government,  he  would  noi 
stop  to  inquire :  but  of  this  he  was  ntiiila^ 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  finwnnMUl 
to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  present  atmte  of 
things.  The  noble  Lord  the  Member  Ihr 
Northumberland,  who  was  Seentaiy  ef 
War  last  year^  stated  that  he  had  often  iai* 
pressed  upon  the  Government  the  impoit* 
ance  of  more  frequent  reliefs  for  the  ' 
nies.  Instead,  however,  of  any  : 
having  been  provided,  an  increattof 
service  had  taken  place  in  almoat 
quarter,  and  there  were  five  ^ 
more  abroad  than  there  were  last  jear. 
fifteen  beyond  the  ordinary  peace 
ment.  Wherever  we  had  ^^IgnJet, 
we  were  carrying  on  operationat  it 
possible  that  any  member  of  the 
ment  could  with  sincerity  say  that  lie 
before  him  any  prospect  of  — ^Hny  a 
duction  in  our  military  force  in  tbtt  qi 
ter.  So  far  indeed  from  any  redi 
beins  possible,  the  great  prahahflidaa 
that  in  several  quarters  it  would  be  I 

necessary  to  mske  additions.   Let  the 

mittee  look  to  the  state  of  thingi  an  Mualh 
America.  He  would  not  use  any  k 
expressions  on  this  subject— he  would 
for  a  moment  wish  to  imitate  the  langu 
which  had  been  so  injudicioudj  utierad 
Congress,  the  more  especially  when  he  warn- 
the  able,  the  manly,  and  straightfiDTwail 
manner  in  which  our  Minister,  Mr.  Fosi^ 
fulfilled  his  duty  there ;  but  let  the  cbm- 
mittee  look  to  the  state  of  things  in  Nerdi 
America^  and  they  would  baldly  say  UhA 
there  appeared  any  prospect  of  a  iwihilily 
for  some  time  of  reducing  our  military  fbraa 
in  that  direction.  Now,  what  waa  An 
number  abroad  of  our  infantiy  of  the  Ifan^ 
for  upon  this  class  of  troops  the 
pressure  fell  ?  The  number  a' 
their  passive  out  was  60,000^  while 
number  at  home  was  26,400,  including 
1)6  ts,  and  the  estimate  before  the  oomi  " 
augmented  the  number  only  by  nine 
Indeed  for  all  the  purpoaes  of  Gnat 
and  the  British  colonies  there  waa 
addition  of  even  nine  men,  but,  on  the 
trary,  a  diminution  of  1»400  employed  fai 
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India  and  abstracted  from  the  odiet  oolo- 
nies,  80  that  we  were  meeting  the  difficul- 
ties that  were  accumulatinff  aroiind  us  on 
every  side  by  a  peace  establishment  These 
were  not  merely  his  (Sir  Henx^  Hardinge's) 
ofonions^  they  were  the  opinions  of  a  kte 
Cabinet  Minister,  a  recent  colleague  of  the 
noble  Lord  opposite— they  were  the  opin- 
ions of  Lord  Howick,  as  expressed  by  him 
when  Secretary  at  War,  in  1838.  Speaking 
of  the  afiairs  of  Canada,  that  noble  Lord 
then  said,  that  if  the  then  increasing  de- 
mands on  the  army  were  kept  up,  they 
could  not  go  on  without  a  lai^  increase  ci 
the  military  establishments  of  the  country, 
and  he  should  appeal  to  the  liberality  of 
the  country  to  enable  him  to  make  this 
increase. 

Lord  /.  Russell  remarked,  that  the  ob- 
jections made  to  the  estimates  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  were  very  difierent.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  complained  of  a 
verv  great  increase  of  force  as  compared 
with  that  of  1830;  while  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  complained  of  the  present  esti- 
mate as  too  small,  and  urged  a  consider- 
able addition.  As  the  matter  now  stood, 
he  (the  noble  Lord)  did  not  agree  with 
either  objection ;  and  whOe  he  admitted, 
that  a  very  considerable  increase  of  ibroe 
had  taken  place,  he  did  not  think  there 
was  a  necessity  of  increasing  the  army 
still  more.  The  hon.  Mem^r  for  Kil- 
kenny said  we  had  made  a  very  large  in. 
crease  since  1830,  and  he  askea  what  was 
the  reason  of  this  ?  Now,  without  enter- 
ing into  any  defence  of  the  foreign  policy 
of  this  country,  or  of  the  policy  of  the  Go- 
vernment towards  Canada,  he  thought 
that  the  circumstances  connected  with  our 
foreign  policy  and  the  insurrection  in  Ca- 
nada were  a  sufficient  justification  of  that 
increase.  The  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny 
reasoned  in  rather  an  unfair  way,  and  de- 
cided the  question  for  himself  in  a  some, 
what  too  arbitrary  and  severe  a  tone.  He 
threw  the  blame  of  everjrthing  all  at  once 
upon  the  Government.  He  said,  when 
they  came  forward  for  an  increase  of  the 
forces  in  Canada,  that  it  was  their  fiiult, 
because  they  did  not  choose  to  yield  to  the 
demands  of  those  who  were  disaffected  to 
the  Crown.  When  a  force  was  required 
to  move  towards  the  American  frontier,  be 
said,  again,  it  was  the  fault  of  the  Minis- 
ters. When  our  position,  with  regard  to 
France,  was  spoken  of,  again  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber said,  it  was  their  foult  that  the  fonner 
friendly  feelings  between  the  two  countries 
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no  longer  eibted.  And  whether  the  qoei* 
tion  r^iarded  this  particular  Gov emment, 
or  any  other,  the  hon.  Chntlemah  always 
pesomed  that  his  own  country  wis  alwajg 
m  the  wrong,  and  that  England,  as  com- 
pared^ to  France  or  the  United  States,  or 
even  in  transactions  with  Mr.  Papinean  or 
Mr.  Mackenai^  was  always  the  party  to 
blame.  He  could  never  think  that  his 
own  coantry  could  at  any  time  happen  to 
be  in  the  ngfat ;  but  that  in  every  case  it' 
began  the  quarrel  without  just  reason.  The 
summary  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  argu- 
ment was  this— -^'  You  most  be  wrong — ^I 
know  the  quarrel  is  all  your  beginning. 
You  are  the  disturbers  of  the  peace,  and 
therefore  the  increase  of  force  you  proposp 
is  unjustifiable."  Now  he  would  not  ad- 
mit tills  short  mode  of  settling  the  ques- 
tion. He  could  show,  if  it  were  proper 
to  go  into  details  at  present,  that  the  uo- 
vemment  were  not  at  all  to  Uame ;  at  aU 
events  they  were  supported  by  Parliament 
in  these  transactions,  and  were  fully  justi- 
fied in  asking  for  the  increase  of  force  they 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  demand.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  the  regular  foroe 
of  our  army,  navy,  and  ordnainoe,  amoqntei 
to  143,000,  which  was  aii  increase  of 
43,000  over  the  estimates  of  182%  and  of 
25,000  over  those  of  1830.  Now,  witb 
regard  to  the  estimates  of  1822,  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  and  others  pressed 
the  House  to  make  a  very  great  reauction 
so  stronffly  that  a  considerable  dimbution 
was  made ;  bat  both  the  Government  and 
the  House  of  Commons  thoi^t,  after  a 
year  or  two,  that  they  had  oone  too  for, 
and  the  Government  were  cSliged  to  re- 
cruit to  the  amount  of  8,000  or  10,000 
men.  With  xeqiect  to  the  estimates  of 
1830,  he  thought  no  fonlt  could  be  found 
with  them,  considering  the  circumstances 
of  the  oountn^  at  the  time.  Bnt  the  dr- 
cumstances  or  the  countrv  had  of  late^  es- 
pecially within  three  or  nmr  years,  consi- 
derably dianged;  and,  without  entering 
into  the  merits  of  tlie  diflbrent  questions, 
he  would  merely  take  occasion  to  remark 
that  an  error  was  afit  to  prevail  with  manj 
in  discussions  of  ^  this  descriptioD.  Feopb 
were  apt  to  ssy  it  was  very  estcaordinaij 
that,  after  twenty-five  years  of  pn^t,  it 
should  be  thou^t  necessary  to  leep  up 
such  large  establishments!.  He  owneSl 
that,  after  a  good  deal  of  observation,  look-, 
ing  at  the  state  of  the  various  divisions  of 
the  world,  and  wbtinf  the  estaUishnents 
that  were  preparing  in  other  countries,  hia 
impresskm  was^  that  a  very  long  duration 
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of  peace  had  a  tendency  to  make  men  esti- 
mate too  liglitly  the  horrors,  and  the 
almost  incalculable  evils  of  war.  As  for 
those  who  had  lived  in  times  of  war — men 
like  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  and 
his.8Uperiors>  who  had  held  high  commands 
in  armies,  and  had  had  high  personal  expe- 
rience of  the  evils  of  war — these  were  also 
the  men  that  appeared  to  him  most  highly 
to  value  the  blessings  of  peace  ;  and  he  was 
most  anxious  to  avert  the  calamities  of 
war  cither  in  America  or  in  Europe.  It 
was  the  young  generation  of  men,  who 
grew  up  without  any  ])ersonal  knowledge 
of  the  miseries  and  hardships  of  warfare, 
and  who  had  seen  none  of  the  evil  conse- 
quences it  left  behind ;  it  was  these  inex- 
perienced people  who  were  most  inclined 
to  take  offence,  to  make  the  most  of  inju- 
ries, to  push  demands  to  the  utmost,  and 
to  insist  that  a  country  should  be  con- 
tinually prepared  to  enter  into  that  hostile 
state,  of  the  dire  realities  of  which  they 
were  happily  ignorant.  It  was  therefore 
for  this  very  reason,  because  we  liad  had 
twenty-five  years  of  pence,  tliat  it  seemed 
to  him  far  more  requisite  to  be  prepared 
than  immediately  after  the  termination  of 
a  war.  Certainly  we  could  not  fail  to  be 
struck  with  the  very  great  efibrts  a  neigh- 
bouring country  was  making  to  increase  its 
establishments;  in  one  item  alone  there 
appeared  a  demand  of  12,000,000/.  for 
military  and  naval  works  ;  and  we  had  seen 
in  public  meetings,  and  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States  persons  holding  language 
very  unbecoming  in  those  who  came  for- 
ward to  speak  upon  so  grave  and  critical  a 
subject  as  the  present  relations  between 
the  two  countries.  He  must  therefore  say, 
upon  these  general  grounds,  considering 
the  state  of  relations  that  had  lately  |)rc- 
vaile<l,  and  the  dispositions  manifest e<i  by 
various  countries  to  increase  their  estab- 
lishments, that  it  appeared  to  him  our  own 
force  ought  to  be  increased.  But  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  instead  of  complaining 
of  the  increase,  said,  that  on  the  contrary, 
we  hail  not  men  enough,  considering  the 
exertions  our  troops  were  called  upon  to 
make,  and  the  unfrequcncy  of  the  relief 
now  afforded  to  them.  The  riglit  hon. 
Gentlemen,  therefore,  contended  that  we 
should  make  a  considerable  increase  in  our 
establishments.  Now,  as  to  the  services 
|»erfornie<l  by  the  Hritish  army,  he  hoped 
it  would  not  lie  inf(?rre<l  from  anything  he 
liad  said  or  might  bay,  that  lie  wns  in  the 
least  degree  diK|MK-4'(l  to  undervalue  those 
services.     On  the  contrary,  he  entertained 


the  highest  opinion  of  the  merits  of  CMir 
soldiers.  He  believedf  that  no  armr  in 
the  world  made  such  exertions,  not  only  in 
campaicns,  as  proved  by  the  splendid 
triumphs  they  had  achieved,  and  the  glo- 
rious victories  tliey  had  gained,  bat  in 
those  general  labours  which  required  un- 
tiring perseverance  and  constant  patience 
and  fortitude.  The  whole  tenor  of  their 
conduct — in  war,  in  peace,  in  eneountering 
the  fatigues  and  privations  in  distant,  un- 
wholesome, and  too  often  in  fiital  climatcty 
and  under  the  bereaveroenta  entailed 
by  long  absence  from  their  native  land, 
had  earned  and  had  obtained  the  approba- 
tion and  thanks  of  tlieir  Sovereign  and 
country.  But  the  Government  and  Par- 
liament must  consider,  having  called  upon 
the  army  to  make  those  exertions,  wnat 
the  country  could  consistently  do  for  t]iett» 
and  whether,  in  fact,  it  was  not  neoeaatry 
to  call  upon  our  soldiers  for  those  exertiona» 
which  were  made  without  murmuring,  nod 
with  unceasing  devotion.  Now,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  should  be  aware,  that  the  total 
effective  force  of  the  home  and  colonial 
service  in  1830  was  81,164  men  ;  and,  for 
1841  and  184*2,  it  was  91,364,  beingan  in- 
crease  of  more  than  10,000  men.  The  ex- 
traordinary service  required  beyond  ikt  es- 
timate of  1830  was  especially  for  duty  in 
Canada ;  but  the  service  in  Qinada,  in  Ike 
first  place,  did  not  require  an  increase  of 
infantry  of  more  than  7,000  or  8,000  warn. 
In  the'  North  American  provincei|»  then 
were  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  two 
battalions  of  guards.  It  should  oe  remem- 
beredi  in  considering  the  service  in  Ca- 
nada, that  the  duties  were  not  exoesi 
that  the  climate  was  not  unhealthy, 
that  there  was  a  great  difference  beti 
that  station  and  the  West-Indies,  or  other 
more  unhealthy  climates.  As  rmrded  the 
Mauritius,  the  right  hon.  Gentlematt  was 
right  in  stating,  that  it  would  be  impoasi- 
ble  to  diniish  the  force  there.  In  JamaicB, 
the  force  had  liecn  diminished  to  a  batta- 
lion; but  he  concurred  with  the  riffhtlMM. 
Gentleman,  that  it  was  unwise  to  ueare  n 
single  battalion  to  do  the  dutvofso  im- 
|K>rtant  a  station.  As  for  the  Meditenm* 
nean,  two  additional  regiments  were -oent 
there  in  the  autumn,  to  Malta  and  the 
Ionian  Islands,  but  he  (Ijord  J.  RuMcll) 
trusted  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  keep 
that  additional  force  there.  The  number 
of  the  garrison  at  Cilbralter,  was  fixed,  and 
during  |)eac!c  it  would  not  be  ncreaaary  lo 
increase  it.  With  respe(*t  to  Indm  the 
qufstion  was  undoubtedly  one  of  very  great 
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importance,  particularly  when  they  came 
to  consider  the  subject  of  relief  as  regarded 
those  regiments  which  were  to  have  come 
home,  but  which  recent  erents  in  China 
and  elsewhere  rendered  it  necessary  to  de- 
tain.    The  state  of  India  had  not  altered 
the  force  there ;  it  consisted  of  twenty  re- 
giments of  the  line  as  before,  but  the  num- 
ber of  men  was  increased,  so  that  the  ag- 
gregate strength  of  the  army  was  consi. 
derably  larger ;  but  as  to  tlie  question  of 
relief,  beyond  the  detention  of  those  regi- 
ments, which  would,  under  other  circum- 
stances, have  come  home,  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  make  any  other  change.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  quoted  the  ob- 
servations of  his  noble  ]*>iend,  the  Member 
for  Northuml)erland,  to  the  effect  that  the 
the  great  demands  in  so  many  directions 
upon  the  sjTvices  of  the  British  army,  made 
it   necessary  that  some   measures  for  in- 
creasing its  strength    should  be  adopte<l. 
He  knew  that  his  noble  Friend  had  de- 
voted a  great  deal  of  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  his  experience  must  render  his 
decision  of  great  value.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  allowed,  that  while  such   de- 
mands  upon   the  services  of  the  British 
army  existed,  there  must  necessarily  be  a 
small  number  of  regiments  at  home,  and  a 
very  great  pro|M)rtion  abroad.     But  some 
details  should  be  considered  to  sliow  that 
the  real  and  actual  occupation  and  division 
of  each  regiment  was  different  from  what, 
upon  the  first  notice,  it  might  appear  to 
be;    every   regiment   had   six  companies 
abroad  and  four  at  home.     In  India  and 


New  South  Wales,  the  proportion  of  officers 
was  six  to  four,  and  of  men  COO  to  200. 
Therefore,  it  was  not  quite  correct,  when 
we  were  told  that  so  manv  regiments  were 
abroad,  to  say  that  the  whole  of  those  regi- 
ments were  abroad,  seeing  that  a  certain 
proportion  of  officers  and  men  remained 
at  home.     To  these  should  be  added  the 
fact,  that  invalids  were  constantly  return- 
ing to  this  country,  recruits  were  going 
out,  and  officers  were  leaving  and  arriving. 
If,  therefore,  we  desired  a  more  frequent 
si'stcm  of  relief,  it  would   be  necessary  in 
the  first  instance  to  diminish  the  strength 
of  tfic  dti)ots  at  home,  and  then  we  should 
have    a    smaller    number    of    regiments 
abroad,     lliis  point  had  occupied  a  good 
deal  of  the  attention  of  |)crsons  conversant 
with    military    matters,    and    his    noble 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Northumberland, 
drew  up  a  plan  which  received  the  serious 
consideration  of  the  Government.     But  on 
consulting  the  Commander-in-chief  and  the 


DukeofWelliogtoDjandheariDgthemilitar 
reasons  those  generals  gave  for  maintainin 
the  present  system  rather  than  any  othei 
he  was  convinced  by  the  authority  of  Lor 
Hill  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  als 
by  the  arguments  they  brought  forwarc 
that  it  was  better  to  keep  up  the  presen 
system   without    any  alteration.     Whih 
therefore,  one  consequence  of  tlie  preseiw 
system   was,   that   the   Government   imy 
posed  more  hardship  on  the  army  than  a 
parently   was    necessary,   in    keeping 
many  regiments  abroad,  the  point  of  view 
on  the  other  side  of  the  case  should  not 
be   lost  sight  of.     Except  in  Canada,  it 
could  not  be  said,  that  the  demands  upon 
the  troops  were  very  extraordinary.     In  a 
national  sense,  the  advantages  were  more 
obvious.    There  were  always  greater  de- 
mands   upon    British   troops  than    upon 
the  soldiers  of  any  other  country ;  but  the 
c*onsequence  was,  that  while  foreign  troops, 
being  levied   and  dismissed  according  to 
occasi(»n,  did,  when  encamped,  or  in  the 
duties  of  a  campaign,  display  the  effects 
of  combination  and  dibcipline ;  our  soldiers, 
under  the  practice  of  the  continuous  ser- 
vice they  performed,  acquired  a  character 
for  efficiency  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war. 
Their  army  was  distinguished  by  the  per- 
manence and  discipline  of  the  service.    He 
did  not  say,  that  it  would  not  be  necessary 
at  a  later  period  to  ask  that  House  for  an 
increase  in   their  military  forces;    such 
would  entirely  depend  upon  the  state  of 
their   foreign   relations.     He   thought   it 
might   have   been  advisable  last  year  to 
propose  a  reduction  in  the  army,  but  it 
was  found  impossible  that  any  such  reduc- 
tion could  take  place,  and  none  accordingly 
was  made.     It  had  been  truly  stated  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Kilkenny,  that  the 
army,  during  late  years,  had  oeen  consi- 
derably increased,   but    he    trusted    the 
House  would  see  the  impossibility  of  re- 
ducing it.     He  therefore  trusted  that  the 
Committee  would  now  agree  to  the  propo- 
sition of  his  right  hon.  Friend. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  he  for  one  was  pre- 
pared to  give  a  cordial  sanction  to  the 
proposition  now  made  as  to  the  military 
force  of  this  country ;  giving  it,  that  wai 
to  say,  in  the  firm  conviction  and  reliance 
that  the  demand  now  made  by  the  execu- 
tive government  did  not  exceed  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case.  At  the  same  time, 
he  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  see  an^ 
increase  of  the  military  force  of  this  coun- 
try which  could  afibrd  a  pretext,  or  any 
rational   eround,   for   foreign   powers   to 
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increase  their  military  establishmenti  alto,  that  he  did  lo  opon  infermfttbD  nttcrlj 
He  should  be  sorry/  indeed,  for  us  to  set  imperfect  and  ansatiafactory.    He  did  noa 
an  example  to  other  powers  of  an  unne-  recollect   the   time   when  the  Honae  of 
cessary  amount  of  military  force.     There  Commons  bad  been  pat  in  poasesaion  of 
was  some  justice  in  the  remark  of  the  such  scanty  information  as   lo  the  ml 
noble  Lord,  that  the  long  enjoyment  of  position  in  which  the  coantry  stood.  Take 
the  blessings  of  peace  did  not  necessarily  the  «tate  of  oar  interests  in  Central  Asia  ; 
indispose  man  to  the  recurrence  of  war.  take   the   position  of  affairs  across   the 
The  present  generation  had  not  been  prac-  Indus.     What  means  bad  they  of  aacer- 
tically  acquainted  with  the  calamities  of   taining  the  extent  of  the  neceasity  for  io« 
war,  and  was,  therefore,  perhaps  not  so  creased  military  operations  in  that  qoar- 
indisposed  to  incur  she  terrible  efils  as  ter?  Again,  with  respect  to  the  expedition 
those  who  had  had  the  fearful  experien  e  to  China,  the  House  was  left  in  a  state  of 
of  their  effects.     But  he  thought  those  total   ignorance— there  were  rumours  of 
took  a  false  estimate  of  the  people  over  failure.     He  had  a  strong  impression  that 
whom   they  governed,   if  they  supposed  our  relations  with  the  United  States  vera 
that  there  were  not  other  evils  besides  the  not  in  so  satisfactory  a  state -as  to  adaut 
devastation  of  countries  and  the  blood-  of  a  reduction  in  the  forces  of  this  conn- 
shed  of  war.     He  apprehended,  that  it  try.     That  was  but  his  impressJoo;  bnt 
would  soon  be  felt  by  every  country  in  he  had  no  means  of  forming  a  correct 
Europe,  keeping  up  these  vast  armaments,  judgment.     As  far  as  official  information 
that  the  expenses  of  these  establishments  went,  they  were  in   a  state  of  profonnd 
and  the  taxation  necessary  for  their  sup.  peace,  and   no   necessity  could  poaaibiy 
port,  would  so  fetter  the  industry,  and  exist  for  an  iocrease.     He  had  heard  nt 
so  interfere  ultimately  wi:h  the  tranquil-  the  end  of  last  Session,  and  indeed  for 
lity  of  those  countries,   that   something  the  last  twenty  years,  that  every  ataSa 
short  of  actual  collision  would  convince  and  principality  of  Europe  were  eamcatly 
them  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  ami-  desirous  of  maintaining  peace.     That  he 
cable  relations.  The  hou.  Gentleman  (Mr.  had  heard  at  the  end  of  last  Seaaion.  and 
Hume)  had  dwelt  on  the  present  state  of  again  at  the  beginning  of  this— that  her 
the  finances  of  the  country  as  a  powerful  Majesty  had  had  the  satisfociion  of  re- 
argument  against  increase.    No  one  could  ceiving  from  foreign  Powers  asaoraocea  of 
feel  more  deeply  than  he  did  the  embar-  their  most   friendly  dispositions,  and  of 
rassed  state  of  the  finances,  or  conteni-  their  earnest  desire    to  maintain   penee, 
plate  with  more  anxiety  the  growing  dtfi-  whilst  on  the  continent  the  neighhouriif 
ciency  of  the  revenue.     It  was  impossible  powers   were   increasing  their   eatabliah* 
to  deny,  that  the  deficiency  of  the  U-i  ments    by   4,000.  or  .5,000   men.      He 
three  ^fcars^  amounting  to,  he  believcti,  ho|>ed,  that  whatever  might  be  the  piea- 
4,/>00,O00/.,  presented  a  most  unsitisf.tc^  sure  of  thei^c  young  and  ardent  spiriia, 
tory  subject  for  contemplation.     But  th  tt  their  governments  would  feel  such  a  re- 
formed no  reason  for  neglecting  to  taKo  sponsibility  to  the  permanent  public  opj- 
timely  precautions.     It  might  be  a  gootl  nion  of  their  country  as  to  enable  theas 
reason,  however,   for  dispensing  with   :ill  to   resist  such   provocations.     It  was  no 
superflous    expi^nditure;    hut    he   main-  loss   the   interest  of  England  than  it  was 
tained,  that  where  the  essential   interests  that  of  eveiy  other  Power  lo  avoid  enter- 
of  the  country  were  involved,  the  st.ite  of  ing  into  a   war  on  {^rounds  which  never 
the  finances  afforded  no  pretext  fur  ncg-  could  con;e  to  a  termination — a  war  not 
lecting  to  take  precautions,  by  the  omis-  '  undertaken  to  forward  the  CMential  inter- 
sjon  of  which,  the  country  mi*;hl  \Ht  in-  '  csts  of  any,  and  without  any  intelligible 
volved   in  a  tenfold  exftense.     This  was  a  object— a  wur,  the  horrors  (if  which  might 
question  on  which  they  ought  not  to  be  be  protrncied  ihrougli  ten  years,  and  from 
governed  solely  by  considerations  of  ecu-  whirli  he  shuuld  l>e  sorry  to  see  any  glory 
liomvt  and  he   therefore  saw  no  reason  i  deiiv  'd.     He   never   renieml>ered  a  tiBM 


why  this  should  be  urged  as  a  motive  for 
nut  placing  the  military  and  naval  estab- 
lishments on  a  footing  which  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country  required.  Rut  whde 
he  gave  his  vote  in  favour  of  th«'se  e$ti- 
males,  he  must  confess,  at  the  same  time, 


when  less  rational  <rround  for  hostilities 
existi'd  in  Europe,  lie  hofied,  then,  that 
thirc  ucre  none  who  would  provoke  them* 
Ho  L-arnoslly  hoped,  that  the  power  of 
publir  npininn,  coupled  with  the  mateiial 
interfsts  inseparably  conoerled  with  rivi- 
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litatioD  and  the  Bdvaocenient  of  refine* 
ment — he  hoped  that  the  public  opioion 
of  Europe  would  prove  powerful  enough  to 
control  the  gOTernroenU,  and  frown  down 
those  uneasy  and  irritating  apiriU  which 
would  iuTolve  the  world  in  endless  strife. 
Yet,  while  he  said  this,  let  him  say  too» 
that  did  the  material  interests  of  this 
country  clearly  compel  us  to  go  to  war, 
then  would  foreign  Powers  see  an  entire 
oblivion  among  us  of  internal  dissensions, 
and  all  would  unite  in  the  attainment  of  the 
one  great  oational  object.  He  could  afford 
to  counsel  peace,  because,  were  the  in- 
terests^ the  honour,  the  essential  welfare 
of  the  country  involved  in  war,  he  could 
forget  that  counsel,  and,  standing  by  the 
ancient  fame  and  reputation  of  this  great 
people,  lend  his  voice  for  war,  in  order  to 
prove  to  the  world  that  our  military  fame 
stood  now  as  high  as  ever.  He  felt  con- 
vinced that  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land too^-not withstanding  the  imputa- 
tions he  had  heard  on  that  country—- be 
felt  convinced  that  the  three  great  divi» 
sions  of  the  United  Kingdom  would  all  be 
ready  to  prove  to  the  world  that  tlieir 
prowess  was  not  diminished,  and  that  all 
were  equally  ready  to  support  the  national 
interests,  and  vindicate  the  national  ho» 
nour.  So  much  for  the  general  principles 
on  which  he  was  ready  to  support  the 
proposed  vote,  and  in  which  he  was  bound 
to  say  he  would  have  supported  a  larger 
vote,  if  her  Majesty's  Government  had 
proposed  it.  At  all  events,  if  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  should  see  reason  at 
a  later  period  of  the  Session  to  propose 
an  increase  in  the  military  force,  he  should, 
on  the  same  principle,  support  it.  Cer- 
tainly the  addition  which  had  been  made, 
and  very  wisely  made,  to  the  naval  force 
of  the  country,  might  be  supposed  to 
lessen  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  In- 
crease of  the  military  force.  However, 
little  as  was  his  confidence  in  the  present 
Government,  and  determinedly  as  he  was 
opposed  to  them,  if  they  should  require, 
during  the  present  Session,  an  increase  of 
military  force,  and  state  its  necessity  on 
their  responsibility,  he  should  certainly 
give  his  assent  to  it.  He  did  hope  that  those 
circumstances  which  seemed  to  threaten 
the  general  tranquillity  would  be  shortly 
dissipated,  and  the  present  force  be  found 
amply  sufficient.  Independently  of  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  towards  the  army  to  prevent 
80  severe  a  pressure  on  the  different  regl- 


menu*  Th6  fact  which  had  be€n  atat0i' 
that  a  certab  regimeot,  now  sent  to  Indtei 
had  been  for  fifty  years  on  foreign  service^ 
and  only  ten  years  at  home,  in  the  spi^- 
of  si&ty  years,  indicated  a  state  of  thing 
which  he  could  not.  contemplate  without 
great  anxiety.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  a 
great  evil  that  the  British  soldier  should  bi| 
away  from  his  native  land  for  so  long  a 
period.  He  thought  there  were  gresit 
objections  to  sending  the  army  for  so  long 
a  period  to  the  colonies,  where  a  very, 
different  state  of  society  existed — where 
the  tone  and  temper  upon  constitutional 
questions  and  principles  were  altogether 
different.  This  long  expatriation  and  long 
intenuption  of  intercourse  with  the  feel* 
ings  and  habits  of  their  native  countries 
was  a  great  evil  so  far  as  the  constitutkm 
of  the  British  army  was  concerned.  .  He 
should  see  with  infinitely  greater  satii^ 
faction  an  arrangement  which  permitted  a 
longer  duration  of  service  at  home.  Tha 
state  of  the  service  in  the  British  army 
was  such  as  to  render  its  pressure  ex* 
ceedin^y  severe.  If  that  was  the  case, 
it  suggested  matter  for  grave  consideratioa 
—  whether  the  strain  might  not  be  too 
great.  It  was  a  very  important  cpnsidera* 
tion,  whether  it  might  not  be  such  as  to 
break  down  the  energies  of  the  troops,  for 
if  there  were  any  such  danger  he  would 
tell  the  noble  Lord  that  even  considera* 
tioosof  economy  woulddictate  anincreaseof 
themiliury  force.Therefore,  independently 
of  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  seeing 
the  immense  length  of  time  during  which 
regiments  were  obliged  to  serve  abroad, 
he  thought  there  were  ample  grounds  for 
maintaining  at  least  the  present  extent  of 
our  force.  When  he  read  the  accounts 
from  the  United  States — when  he  looked 
at  the  position  of  affairs  with  respect  to 
the  apprehension  and  detention  of  Mr. 
M'Leod — when  he  heard  from  the  noble 
Lord  that  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline 
had  been  avowed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentler 
man — that  orders  had  been  sent  out  to 
demand  the  liberation  and  to  give  proteo- 
tion  to  Mr.  M^Leod — and  when  he  coqsip 
dered  what  had  since  occurred  with  regw 
to  that  Gentleman,  he  could  not  but  feel 
that  these  things  afforded  matter  for  the 
gravest  consideration.  He  would  not  refer 
to  expressions  which  had  fallen  from  Mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States^ 
He  was  disposed  to  speak  of  that  great 
country  with  the  mostsinccre  respect,  bot^ 
consistently  with  that  feeling,  be  must  say 


1^7 


SmfipiS— 


{COMMONS} 


An 


he  d«d  not  thiaii  i:  voai^i  be  for  the  trie 
f^fr.j  of  thH  rc,(titi7  ic  parefaue  anj 
^Ui'i&er.t  01  tL^  ^itti^t  difficolt^  bv  an? 
fUkjait  <:or.c»*i/'>&i.  F2e  bof«ed  tbcj  scold 
r^ftr  forgtt  the  cla;xi  wbuib  the  iababi- 
Uni4  cf  i&e  Ngcia  AKericaa  Prc%iaces 
bad  upcn  tbe  uMhet  ccuorri ;  i&ri  «bii« 
(«e  mcftt  fti&cerelj  deprecated  war  viib  aoi 
coiiDlr^ — and  especallj  vitb  L^ai  one 
wbicb  was  united  to  u  by  the  lies  of  ac- 
ciebt  descent  and  a  com  moo  Ufigu^i* — 
yet,  if  the  in le rests  of  Holland  ttf\uiKC 
resMtance  to  «roog,  all  bis  d*sirea  aadas- 
piratiobi  for  peace  vooid  vanish  before 
tbe  determination  to  stand  bj  bis  coon'rj, 
and  to  insist  that  justice  s:.ooki  be  done. 

Vj^cf/'jRt  //ofT'X  regretted  that  he  had 
rvH  been  present  to  hear  the  rjfienin;^  sffccch 
of  bn  ri^rht  bon.  Friend  the  Secretsirj  at 
War.  He  cordial U  concurred  in  the  senti- 
men  Is  which  bad  been  ynt  express  by 
the  right  h(#n.  barr>net.  Like  him,  be  was 
moat  anxioiu  for  the  preflerratioD  of  \teace ; 
and  he  believed  that,  if  the  present  tran* 
quillity  was  disturbed,  the  af^resiors  wr>uld 
be  guilty  of  unexampled  wickedncsi  and 
folly.  Me  hoped  tbe  interests  ufcumroerte, 
\jf  binding  nations  tiigethcr,  would  avert 
the  dangers  which  seem  to  threaten,  and 
be  truKt&l  that  Parliament  would  endeat- 
vour  U)  strengthen  those  ties,  and  multiply 
those  interefits.  But,  unhappily,  if  war 
should  arise,  be  hafl  no  doubt  that  iiitcnial 
dis.Henhirins  and  diflerences  of  opinion  on 
domestic  fjucstionh  would  Ih:  entirely  for- 
gfitten  in  the  general  desire  to  maintain 
tbe  honour  and  character  of  this  country. 
Ifc  should  only  allude  further  to  a  topic 
which  had  Ixrcn  discussed  at  some  length, 
nHmely,  the  severity  of  the  service  at  tbe 
present  time,  which,  under  the  existing 
military  arrangements,  was  imposed  on  the 
infantry  cif  the  nritish  army.  lie  had  no 
hesitation  in  stating  his  rypinion  that  that 
]}r('Wfure  wsih  more  than  ought  to  be  im- 
jiosed  on  those  gallant  men.  He  had  no 
doubt  his  noble  l-'ricnd  the  Sccrct.iry  of 
State,  wa.H  right  in  saying  that  no  murmur- 
ing or  complaint  was  to  be  heard  frrnn  the 
officers  or  soldiers  of  the  British  amiv.  The 
high  chiir.u'ter,  ;;eal,  and  devotion,  which 
tln-y  had  ever  shown,  would  prevent  any 
such  thing.  Hut  the  absence  of  complaint, 
if  there  was  real  ground  for  it,  had,  so 
far  from  making  him  less  anxious  to  re- 
move the  cause,  increased,  if  possible^  his 
desire  to  prevent  any  undue  pressure  on 
thcNio  who  so  (levotctllv  bear  it.  In  the 
year  1838    he  (Lord  Huwick)   did,  with 


ibe  enaairrcniec  aad  direct  anthoriiT  cf  ikm 
cabinet,  of  vhiJi  be  was  Umb  m  Mcahar« 
etpRfliiT  dedare  x.i  the  Hook  tkat  tke 
prcsfaore  ispoaed  oa  the  British  tnfimiy, 
owing  CO  arraagenenti  then 
conaequeaee  of  the  xzuonrecdan  in 
waj  so  severe,  that  it  ou^t  not  to  be 
uaiied.  He  dien  aid,  that  if  it  dioiild 
turn  cut  that  this  prensuic  wm  not  tonpo* 
rarr,  hot  likdj  to  eontinoe ;  the  Goven^ 
ment,  of  which  he  had  tbe  hoDODr  of  beiag 
the  organ  in  these  matteiSg  wonld  canader 
itjclf  pledged  to  come  down  to  the  Hook 
and  prop-ee  ccas^  for  diminishing  that 
pressure.  He  was  authorised  in  I83S  to 
convey  that  pledge  to  the  Houk. 
that  time  three  jtars  had  passed  awmj, 
had  that  pressure  been  dindniahed?  He 
rr-gretted  that  the  contrary  was  the 
He  did  not  wish  to  go  into  details, 
it  was  inconvenient  to  discuss  the  nuMbcr 
of  bat talHons  quartered  in  particuhtf  pboea^ 
and  be  could  hardlv  enter  on  soch  «■■!  ^pf- 
bion  without  availing  himself  of  inf 
acquired  when  in  office  in  a  mam 
would  not  be  altogether  approved  oC 
there  could  be  no  obi^tion  to  stating  tho 
broad  and  simple  fact  which  appeared 
journals  devoted  to  military  afiBii% 
the  number  of  battallions  at  preasot 
as  cfim pared  with  the  number  at 
instead  i>f  being  diminished  since  183S, 
been  augmented.  He  bad  that  da^ 
one  of  those  juumab  a  return  of  the 
f>f  the  iiriii»h  army  on  the  Isi  of  Much, 
by  which  it  ap|icared  that  there  were  aft 
this  mument  only  twenty  battallimu  in  tUa 
country.  Q^ir  Henry  Hnrdimge,  niaeleeo.] 
Well,  it  was  no  matter  whL-h.  If  be  re- 
collected right,  there  were,  in  1838^  tvreoly 
eight  liattalliuuB  at  home ;  and  at  no  period 
had  the  number  fallen  below  tventy-fiwc. 
'fliat  was  a  great  and  serious  alteretion 
with  rcs(K7ct  to  the  condition  of  the  soldien 
ciimixising  the  force.  There  was  an  in- 
crease of  near  oue- fifth  on  the  mopwtion 
of  regiments  abroad,  as  oomparod  with  the 
pro|)ortion  tlurcc  years  ago?  and  there  waa 
necessarily  a  great  abridgment  in  the  period 
of  the  service  which  could  be  paacd  at 
home.  The  fact  with  respect  to  the  dSd. 
regiment,  that  after  returning  from  ten 
years'  service  in  Jamaica,  in  April,  18379 
they  were  now  sent  out  to  India  profaobij 
for  twenty  years'  further  senricc,  wag 
alone  sufficient  to  carry  conviction  to  every 
man.  His  noble  Friend  had  icferred  to 
certiun  questions,  with  respect  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  British  army  w-as  organised^ 
to  division  into  service  and  depdt  companies. 
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He  would  not  eofcer  into  a  quettum-  lo 
purely  technical.  He  Ihouglil  ike  dep6u 
eaaential  from  the  nature  of  the  ier?ioe>  but 
in  qpite  of  the  authority  against  him^  he 
thought  there  might  he  some  modification 
of  t£it  system,  which,  without  interfering 
with  its  object,  would  tend  to  the  relief  of 
the  men.  If  thev  did  not  take  that  mode 
of  relieving  the  present  jmssure,  they  must 
take  some  other.  It  was  no  answtt  to  say, 
that  die  dep6ts  bebff  eisential,  the  severity 
of  the  service,  %}iSx  as  it  was  must  he 
bom&  Those  who  were  xesponsihie  and 
who  deliberatdy  determined  that  the  degibi 
system  must  continue  unaltered,  were 
hound  to  find  other  means  of  givin^^  the 
army  the  relief  to  which  it  was  entitled* 
His  noUe  Friend  knew  that  that  was  ao 
opinion  which  he  did  not  bring  forward  in 
that  place,  having  withheld  it  when  he 
was  in  a  place  of  greater  authority.  His 
noble  Friend  was  perfectly  aware  that  he 
(Lord  Howick)  had  consented  to  bring  for* 
ward  the  estimates  of  1839,  on  the  distinct 
pledge  that  some  mode  or  other  should  be 
adopted  for  mitigating  the  pressure  upon 
the  British  army.  Various  measures  were  in 
agitation  at  that  time.  He  did  not  say  that 
any  one  was  matured  or  determined  upon, 
but  certainly  those  estimates  never  would 
have  been  moved  by  him  if  he  had  not  bad, 
what  he  believed  was  a  perfect  assurance 
that  the  pressure  upon  the  army  should  not 
be  continued.  He  would  not  repeat  what 
had  been  much  better  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tarn  worth, 
but  he  must  say,  he  entirely  concurred 
with  him  as  to  the  extreme  impolicy,  the 
miserablci  short-sighted  economy  of  pur- 
suing this  system  of  severity.  He  was 
perfectly  persuaded,  from  the  information 
he  had  received  from  various  quarters,  that 
if  there  was  one  circumstance  more  than 
another  which  prevented  the  services  of  the 
British  army  from  being  as  popular  as  it 
ought  to  be,  it  was  that  the  relatives  of  a 
man  who  enlisted  under  the  present  system 
considered  that  his  entering  the  army  was 
equivalent  to  never  seeing  him  again.  It 
was  looked  upon  as  an  eternal  separation. 
These  felings,  amongst  the  dass  from  which 
the  army  was  drawn,  more  than  anything 
else  tended  to  render  the  service  unpopu- 
lar, notwithstanding  the  ereat  pains  taaen 
of  late  years — and  whi<£  ho  was  sure 
would  continue  to  be  taken— to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  troops.  He  would  not 
go  more  particularly  into  the  discussion,  as 
he  was  absent  at  the  early  part  of  it,  but 
he  must  say  that  it  was  a  matter  of  great 


disappointment  to  him  to  find  that  ihe 
army  estimates  should  have  been  brought 
forward  three  years  after  he  had  been  au* 
thoriied  to  make  the  pledge  he  had  xefen«d 
to,  without  any  measure  being  actuidly 
carried  into  effect  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  object  then  intended.  He  thonght 
it  the  duty  of  her  Maje8ty*8  Oovemment, 
and  the  duty  of  the  House,  to  press  on 
the  Government  the  necesnty  of  providing 
that  those  brave  men  who  formed  the  army 
and  underwent  sudi  severe  sendee,  should 
be  enabled  to  pass  a  greater  proportion  of 
time  in  home  service  than  they  did  al 
present* 

Mr.  Macaulap  wished  to  mj  afow 
woids  on  the  subject  of  the  remarks  whkli 
had  beisn  just  addressed  to  the  House, 
because  he  should  be  sony  to  yield  to  bk 
noble  Friend  in  anxiety  to  see  the  firitiA 
army  relieved  from  what  was  admitted  to 
be  a  severe  pressure.  He  must  remind  his 
noble  Friend,  that  die  imputation,,  m  be 
must  call  it,  whidi  his  ndble  Frinid  had 
thrown  out  against  the  GhwenimeDt  for 
not  having  redeemed  ihe  pledge  mado 
through  hk  (Lord  Howick's)  mouthy  was 
not  altogether  well  founded.  Subsequent 
to  the  time  at  which  that  inomise  had  beat 
given,  his  noble  Friend  had  himself  pro- 
posed an  additional  force  of  5,000  meii» 
and  for  that  additional  force  two  reaspoa 
were  given.  One  was,  the  disturbed  state 
of  the  country  at  the  time,  and  the  other 
the  necessity  of  granting  some  relief  to  the 
troops  employed  in  the  colonies.  Happily 
these  disturbances  existed  no  longer,  and  u 
they  were  only  to  look  at  the  internal  con- 
dition of  the  country,  we  hoped  and  trusted 
tlunr  might  spare  Uie  5,000  men,  which 
had  b^n  then  added  to  the  army.  That 
additional  force  would  have  acted  as  a 
relief  to  the  troops  abroad,  and  have  re- 
deemed the  pledge,  but  for  other  cireum- 
stances  which  nwde  the  Government  tliink 
it  wise  to  increase  the  force  abroad.  In 
the  general  nrindple  which  had  been  laid 
down  he  fully  concurred.  But  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kflkenny,  seemed,  in  what  he 
addressed  to  the  House,  to  forget  that  the 
amount  of  force  in  Ensland  must  be  deter* 
mined  by  the  wants  of  the  whole  empire. 
The  amount  of  force  in  Jamaica  neea  nofe 
be  more  than  was  necessary  for  the  defonoe 
of  Jamaica.  The  force  in  the  Mauritios 
need  not  be  more  than  was  sufficient  for 
the  defence  of  the  Mauritius^  but  unless 
the  position  of  the  whole  army  was  to  be 
worse  than  that  of  convicts — worse  thsn 
that  of  men  transported  for  fourteen  jmnf 
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{coviyoxs} 


Jrm§  EilMMUfi. 


— a  force  bearing  a  oertain  profcmioa  lo  I  been  bhac  iirmii  ifck  HatiBg 
tbe  wanu  of  tlie  whioie  empire  miuc  be  |  called  up  hf  ike  acUe  Lord  he 
kept  in  thb  cc«^=.rr7.     Even  if  the  itate  of   a 

tliu  counsrj  were  sucK  as  not  to  ret^^iire  a 


fiev  worit  oo  tke  whjfct, 

akciMMMi  oo  the  lUief  ef 
RegiflKBts  frosi  kmga  ttrvioe:  hcMlf 
adaiited  thit  the  scveritj  of  tibe 


sxn^  vAdJer  to  preserve  itj  czanqailicr ;  if 

policemen  were  suffideot  to  keep  the  peace 

in  every  comer  of  the  empire,  jet  if  the  I  ia  tke  cokmici  was  fcry  |^ 

colonies  required  60,000  men,  the  force  in  |  follj  eoocDrrBd  ia  tke  oputMNi  «f  kk  ii|^ 

EogiaDd  must  hear  a  reasonable  proportion  !  koo.  and  gallant  Friead  oppMttc^  (Sir  H. 


to  Uiat  force,  in  order  to  give  the  troops  a 
penod  of  comfortable  resdenoe  as  home. 
He  felt  with  his  nobie  Friend  that  the 
present  pressore  upon  the  aimt  ought  not 
to  contxnne,  but  it  was  Deceaitry  to  deter- 
mine whether  there  were  anj  chance  of 


Hardiage,)  in  tkinking  tkat  it 
tkcBritisk  soldier  to  take 
reUeiiag  kiai  froai  it;  kut  at  tibe 
time  ke  codd  not  kot  ohKrre  tkat 
it  was  said  tkis  or  tkat     _ 
some  fifteen  or  tweotj  jears  om 
serrioe ;  in  rcalit  j  it  was  kot  few  «f 
ko  kad  gone  oat  witk  it  wkc 


tkat  pressure  ceasng  before  making  addi- 
tion to  tke  forces.     If  circnnutaoces  took  a 

cootiary  tum--if  ke  fdt  convinced  that  \  returned  witk  itjVicm].  HeveD 
tke  present  pressure  o€  the  service  was  not  j  tke  cheers  of  tke  koo.  kfeaken  _ 
accidental,  but  likelj  to  be  permanent,  ke  j  tkis  ther  would  saj  proted  tkcir 
cooU  onlj  saj  tkat  his  dispoHtion  to  re-  <  regiment  was  now  kept  so  kiog  oo  fivc^i^ 


move  so  great  an  evil  was  not  leas  than 
tkat  oi  kis  noUe  Friend. 

Lord  if.  LenMox  begged  U>  pat  a  qnes- 


tioD  u>  the  Master-general  of  the   Ord-    deptjt  compaoics  Ml  home  afiirded 
nance.   He  alluded  to  what  be  considered  - 

to  be  of  vast  importance  to  ihe  efficiency  of 
tke  annjy  namelv,  the  issue  of  percussion 
firelocks  to  the  troops.  He  understood 
that  it  was  intended  to  furnish  troops  on 
their  return  from  abroad  with  percassioo 
firelocks.  Now,  if  these  firelocks  added 
to  the  efficiencj  of  the  army,  it  was  im- 
portant  that  troops  on   foreign   stations 


service  tkat  all  wko  kad  eakarked  vilk  it 
were  expended ;  kut  ke  woold  keg  to 
serve  thjs  was  not  esactlv  tke 


relief;  officers  and  men  eitker  from 
kealth  or  from  otker  causes,  woe  ooo- 
stantly  returning  to  thooe  oooipanieB  fiooi 
the  service  companies;,  and  ahhuogh  it 
might  be  said  of  tke  22nd,  or  aojr  other 
regiment  that  it  kad  keen  twenty  Toan 
oo  foreign  service,  in  tmtk  itoouUTooly 
be  truly  said,  that  a  legimeut  Iwaiiag 
this  number  had  keen  absent  so  Umgi 


ri 


should  be  rendered  equally  efficient.  He  !  very  many  of  tke  men  wko  kad  onginalj 
could  say  of  ihe  old  firelocks,  thai  one  :  embarked  with  it  having  returned  to  dba 
quarter,  if  not  one-half  of  them,  were  tc-  ;  dep'»t.  Many  no  dookt  kad  died,  and  if 
tally  and  perfectly  useless.  With  respect  the  men  returning  witk  tke  '  " 
to  deserlioos,  he  could  stale  that  the  num- 
ber of  desertions  abroad  was  nothing  like 
what  it  was  at  home.  In  his  own  regi- 
ment, at  St.  John's,  there  had  been  but 
one  desertion  in  the  quarter  ending  Janu- 
ary last. 

^iir  //.  ViKtau  said,  the  question  the 
noble  Lord  had  put  to  him  wa^  one  that 
would  roriie  more  properly  oa  Monday 
next,  tOien  lie  hoped  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  moving  the  Ordnance  Estimate?, 
ana  when  lie  would  explain  fullv  the  state 
of  preparation  in  which  the  Ordinance  De- 
partment u  for  supplying  the  British 
army  with  percussion  arms.  The  noble 
Lord  has  sjxjLcu  of  the  badness  of  the 
present  arms.  Some  regiments  having 
already  been  supplied  with  percussion 
arms,  he  hoped  it  was  not  to  these  arms, 
that  the  noble  f.ord  referred,  when  he  speaks 
of  one-fourth  of  them  not  going  off.  The 
reports  received  from  those  regimeoU  bad  1  sent  of  tlie  military  antkoriticii  wkkk. 


verr  manr  it  would  be  foond,  kad  witkio 
a  short  period  been  sent  oot  to  it  at  o 
great  expense.  .At  tke  same  tine  ko 
could  not  but  admit  tkat  under  tke 
sent  svstem,  colonial  service  bore 
hard  on  the  soldiers  of  tke  British 
that  system  was  oot  one  cakolated  to 
the  great  demand  on  tke  Britask  amy  io 
consequence  of  the  great  IncreaH  of  oor 
Colonies,  the  increase  of  tke  amy  kol 
not  kept  pace  witk  tke  increase  uf  tko 
duties  they  were  rcanired  to  perfcm,  and 
he  sat  down  giving  it  as  kis  decided  opin* 
ion,  that  it  wras  very  desirable  tke  aya* 
tem  of  colonial  relief  skoold  ke  reraod* 
and  it  would  affiird  kim  great  phaauw  to 
see  the  subject  fully  gone  into  and  iaiw* 
tigated. 

Mr.  Macavhy  wished  to  add  a  word. 
During  the  last  year  a  measure  kad  keeo 
adopted  by  the  War-office,  with  dw 
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although  it  would  not  bcilitaie  relief 
abroad,  woold  very  much  facilitate  relief 
to  individuals,  and  would  nflbrd  additional 
relief  to  soldiers  who  happened  to  be  in 
unhealthy  climates. 

Sir  De  Lacy  Evatit  regretted  the  tone 
uicd  by  the  right  hon.  Gentlenian  oppo- 
site, although  he  bad  no  doubt  that  it 
arose  from  the  great  zeal  he  felt  in  the 
cause  of  the  army.  He  did  not  ibiok  it 
consistent  wilh  tlie  stale  of  the  case  that 
this  (luesti'on  should  be  argued  ai  if  it  was 
a  grievance  upon  the  army.  He  believed 
it  was  indispensable  to  the  efficiency  or 
the  army  that  more  relief  should  be  af- 
forded ;  but  he  could  not  help  thinking 
it  inexpedient  to  use  a  tone  ol  language 
year  after  year  which  was  likely  to  pro- 
duce a  certain  degree  of  feeling  among 
(he  troops  abroad  that  they  were  unfairly 
treated.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  Oo- 
vernmenl  was  extremely  anxious  to  afford 
a  remedy  for  the  evils  that  existed. 

Sir  H.  Hardinge  was  not  aware  that  his 
lone  was  of  the  description  slated  by  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member.  On  all  occa- 
sions, and  upon  eiery  subject,  he  thought 
he  was  quite  as  prudent  aa  the  gallant 
Officer,  He  recollected  circumstancea  con- 
nected wilh  the  military  authorities  in 
which  the  gallant  Officer  had  not  been 
characterized  by  prudence  of  tone. 

Sir  De  Imci/  Evans  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Genlleman  was  entirely  mistaken. 
He  did  not  say  a  word  about  the  right 
lion.  Gentleman's  interference  in  this  mat- 
rely  said  that  he  believed  thi 
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of  whom  46,000  were  at  home.  If  the 
principle  of  rotation  were  fairly  adopted 
and  regiments  were  at  home  five  years  and 
abroad  five  years,  there  would  be  no  aa- 
verc  pressure  to  complain  of. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  tbata  sum  not  exceeding 
3,510,744/.  be  granted  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  her  Majesty's  land  forces 
at  home  and  abroad,  exclusive  of  India, 

Viscount  Rowick  begged  to  ask  the  Se- 
cretary of  War  if  he  would  lay  on  the 
Table  an  account  of  the  progress  in  form- 
ing barrack  libraries. 

Mr.  Macaulay  said  he  would  be  very 
happy  to  lay  on  the  Table  a  statement  of 
the  number  of  libraries  that  had  been 
formed,  as  well  as  copies  of  the  rules  ua> 
der  which  they  were  established. 

Mr.  HuiM  said  he  saw  a  sum  of  500/. 
granted  to  cover  the  interest  on  depotiu 
in  regimental  savings*  banks  by  soldJen, 
be  wished  to  know  how  iliat  sum  was  dis- 
posed of? 

Mr.  Macaulay  said  it  was  advanced  to 
the  paymasters  and  placed  in  the  military 
chest  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  inter- 
est of  tfaree-Bod-a-half  per  cent,  on  de- 
posits. 

Viscount  Howiek  said  he  thou^t  the 
amount  of  interest  did  not  afford  a  aaffi- 
cient  inducement  to  the  soldiera  to  makn 
deposits. 

Vote  agreed  to, 

Si.'ppLT  —  Tub  Earl  of  CABDinAN.] 
On  the  motion  that  a  sum  of  167,449/.  be 
granted    for   defraying    the    expenses    of 


right  hon.  Gentleman    was  actuated    by 

zeal  and  good  motivea  ;  but  he  did  object    "         i_.a-a!_i-"'ja!*       r.i. 

.      .°               L-  L   i       J  1         J  .1  »  I  general  staff  officers,   and  officers  of  tno 
to  the  tone  in    which  he  addressed  the    »!_..„, ...„  „;,^  ^„  «„;„.„■.  c 


House,  and  he  had  a  right  to  object  to  it, 
because  he  conceived  it  not  calculated  to 
increase  good  feeling  in  the  army.  He 
might  have  been  in  error,  but  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  taken  up 
the  matter  with  a  degree  of  warmth  which 
was  not  at  all  called  for.  As  to  bis  (Sir 
De  L.  Evans')  want  of  prudence,  he  be- 
lieved that  no  one  more  frequently  in- 
dulged in  unguarded  language  than  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  he  had  not  the 
slightest  intention  of  rebuking  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ;  he  merely  expressed  a 
sincere  wish  that  the  tone  adopted  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  might  not  produce 
unpleasant  feelings  in  the  army. 

Mr.  Hume  said  that  there  was  a  very 
easy  mode  of  afTording  relief  to  the  troops 
abroad.    They  had  in  all  93,000  (roopi, 


hoepitals  serving  with  her  Majesty's  force* 
at  home  or  abroad. 

Mr.  Hnme  said,  that  he  could  not  help 
taking  that  opportunity  of  saying  that  he 
was  surprised  that  no  officer  in  the  House 
had  thought  it  necessary  to  bring  before 
the  House  the  conduct  of  Lord  Hill,  the 
Commander-in  chief,  with  respect  to  tbe 
11th  Dragoons.  The  whole  country,  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  had  been  looking  with 
anxiety  to  the  notice  which  Government 
would  take  of  the  raatter^^  matter  whid 
had  created  scandal  all  over  the  countir. 
The  public  press  had  done  its  duty  m 
impressing  on  Government  the  necenitj 
nf  taking  into  consideration  the  conduct  of 
the  Commander-in-chief— conduct  whidi 
had  been  characterised  hy  all  fair  and  inu 

rial  men  as  moat  improper  and  not  to 
tolerated.     It  wa*  aa  mucli  for  Aa 
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Itfaefit  of  ber  Majestj  i  lemce  thai  efcry 

^ffl^m^l  coanniaDdiDg  a  regiment  ilMiuld 
conduct  hinuelf  with  attention  and  care  lo 
ererj  officer  in  the  reghncnt  as  it  was  con- 
ducire  to  the  diiiriptine  of  the  amy. 
Therefore  it  was  that  he  took  this  opportu- 
nitj  of  saying,  thai  he  considered  the  con-  I 
duct  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  if  the  matter  | 
rested  with  him,  or  of  the  Goremment  i 
hjf^y  culpable,  when  they  saw  the  public  ; 
mind  irritated  and  offended  to  so  great  a  ; 
degntt  that  they  did  not  take  notice  of  the  \ 
conduct  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  j 
11th  DragooDS— conduct  such  as  no  man  ' 
holding  the  character  of  a  gentleman  could  ' 
possibly  tolerate  or  permit.  He  did  not  ; 
blame  Lord  Cardigan  so  much  as  he  blamed  ; 
the  Commander-in-chief.  It  was  impos-  ! 
flible  to  read  the  oorremndence  in  the  ' 
papers  (which  he  presumed  to  be  correct  i 
without  seeing  that  acts  of  unjustifiable  . 
severity  were  traced  to  Lord  Cardigan.  He  • 


satisfied  that  individuals  not  connected 
as  the  noUe  Lord  appeared  to  be^  were 
remoTcd  for  what  might  seem  to  ciTilians 
a  sUgfat  ofience,  but  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  military  men,  deserved  punishment. 
But  when  the  proceedings  of  Lord  Cardi- 
gan*  who' but  a  short  time  ago  was  rein- 
stated  in  the  command  of  a  rc^^iment,  were 
considered,  it  did  appear  to  him  extraor- 
dinary that  such  a  state  of  things  should 
have  been  permitted.  He  should  like  to 
see  a  return  uf  the  officers  who  belonged  to 
the  regiment  when  l^ord  Cardigan  joined 
it;  what  complaints  were  maide,  what 
remonstrances  liad  taken  place,  and  how 
mvny  bad  quitted  the  regiment.  He 
should  like  to  know,  too,  how  many  applied 
for  leave  of  absence  and  got  it,  rather  than 
submit  to  the  odium  which  attached  to 
their  regiment  since  Lord  Cardigan  came 
to  its  command.  He  thought,  then,  that 
the  right  hon.  Secretary  at  War  should 
state  the  gnninds  on  which  liord  II  ill,  for 
reasons  unknown  to  the  public,  had  per- 
mitted such  occurrences  to  take  place.  lie 
insisted  that  conduct  more  likely  to  injure 
the  public  service  than  that  adopted  by  the 
Government  he  had  never  known  during  a 
long  life  and  a  constant  attention  to  pumic 
affau^ ;  and  he  ventured  to  say  that  no  man 
henceforward  could  join  that  rcciment 
under  its  present  command,  without  having 
"  slave  **  branded  on  his  forehead.  When 
he  saw  an  officer  of  twenty  -  six  years 
standing,  who  had  received  the  sanction 
and  praise  of  every  individual  officer  under 
whose  command  he  had  served  to  the  time 
of  Ix>rd  Cardigan's  ap^xjinlmeuty  dismissed 


fraai  the  poblic  scrrioe  for  s 
which,  in  a  miliiary  point  «f  th 
was  guilty,  but  which  ought  to  haie 
viewed  with  the  many  eztenaling 
stances  which  surrounded  it,  be  ceald 
hot  conclude  that  the  rank  of  the 
rawffd  fpwtft  ^i^'^v^vf  in  the 
meted  out  to  theos.  He  had 
enough  in  the  fidd*  and  with  the 
to  know  that  diseipliiie  wm  ahanfcitaiy 
ceamrjj  hot  he  abo  knew  thai  if  aas 
offioeiB  were  CTpectwi  to  do  their  imtft 
they  should  be  treated  as  men.  Hehoped, 
then,  that  her  Majestys  Government  vwld 
be  prepared  to  give  «Mne  ezplanadoB  of 
the  course  which  they  had  pursued,  wad  hs 
called  particularly  on  the  rij^t  hoe.  Secae- 
tary  at  War  for'aa  eiplanatiim,  aa  he  kgr 
on  him  the  whole  wei^t  of  his  ocMurBi 

Mr.  Macaulay :  I  certainlT  did  not  es.<- 
pect  that  a  topic  of  sodi  violent  irritatieB 
would  have  been  biouffht  forward,  uadcr 
such  circumstances,  ana  that  I  ihouM  aet 
have  been  enabled  to  eire  it  that  fell  caa- 
sideration  which  would  have  enahlfd  wm 
to  avoid  in  its  discussion  hurtinff  the  ioel- 
ings  of  any  one,  or  adding  to  we  eadl^ 
ment  which  has  been  already  loo  graet* 
I  shall  state  in  the  most  direct  nsawBer, 
yet  without  the  most  remote  intentioB  ef 
\f  ouuding  the  feelings  of  any  hoo.  GcMtle- 
man,  what  are  the  general  principiea  whieb 
guided  her  Majesty's  Gorernaseet  in  tUi 
matter,  and  whidi  I  firndy  bcHevei  BeU 
withstanding  any  temporary  irriutiaa, 
will  ultimately  be  held  to  be  somd  and 
just.  In  the  first  place,  I  diall  sppaal  te 
tlie  hon.  Member  for  Kilkeony  nnnelf^ 
whether  it  be  in  his  power  to 
imagine  any  dishonourable  motive 
could  have  prompted  the  conduct  of  the 
Government  on  this  occasion.  Whe  ie 
liOrd  Cardigan?  Is  he  their  politinl 
friend — is  he  a  supporter  of  theu'a?  I 
know  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  aed  soeie 
others  have  sometimes  farougirt  duur^M 
against  the  Government  of  cevardiee  j  hat 
in  this  case  be  certainly  caDDOl  urge  aoeh 
a  charge,  when  thcv  acted  in  the  free  ef 
the  whole  press  of  the  general  crv  of  the 
whole  country?  Could  Lord  dardigM 
go  to  a  theatre  that  he  was  not  iMnllad? 
Could  he  take  his  place  in  a  railway  tnin 
without  having  a  hiss  raised  againat  him  ) 
Was  there  ever  a  case  in  which  a  oMut  van 
more  violently  and  intemperately  anaiied  ? 
Without  wishing  to  assert  that  Leed 
Cardigan  is  faultless  (on  that  point  I  da 
nut  give  an  opinion )--4f  he  had  been  Haro 
the  accomplice  of  Burke,  or  any  otbw 


139^ 


•S'w'y- 


{IIaecb6}      theMoH^fOmhgqn.     IM 


peraoD  iaapugned  on  the  moit  criminal 
charge^  instead  of  being  accqaed  with 
faults  of  temper  and  manoeri  could 
stronger  or  more  violent,  or  mom  intem- 
perate means  be  taken  to  mark  the  public 
ayersion.  When  the  Government  resolved 
not  to  dismiss  from  the  service  a  man 
thus  attacked  b^  the  press  on  both  sidesy 
and  by  the  nublic  of  both  partie8»  thej  are 
not  certainlv  entitled  to  saj  they  were 
right ;  but  tney  are  entitled  to  ask  every 
person  who  gives  the  slightest  attention  to 
the  sulyect,  could  they  have  any  other 
motive  than  a  sincere  regard  for  the  in« 
terests  of  the  public  service.  Now^  then^ 
how  stands  the  case  ?  Here  is  a  man  at 
the  head  of  the  forces^  who  has  led  an 
army  to  victory— «  man  whose  integrity 
and  honour  have  never  been  impeached 
during  the  thirteen  years  that  he  held  bis 
high  office— a  man  who  has  served  different 
administrations,  and  possessed  the  confi- 
dence alike  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  of 
Lford  Grey,  and  of  the  present  noBe  Lord 
at  the  head  of  her  Majestv's  Crovernment', 
and  who  has  throughout  this  long  period 
acted  honourably  and  fairly  by  every  ad- 
ministration,  to  whom  he  gave  the  ftill 
benefit  of  his  ^reat  abilitios  and  eiperienoe, 
this  distinguished  man  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  there  was  no  ground  whatever 
for  instituting  any  proceedings  by  court- 
martial  against  the  Earl  of  Cardigan.  His 
opinion  was,  that  instead  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding settling  the  disputes  which  had 
arose,  it  would  be  an  absurd  course  to  take, 
because  it  would  be  impossible  to  firame 
any  charge  against  Liord  Cardigan  of  which 
a  court-martial  could  take  cognisance.  I 
believe  he  was  also  of  opinion  that  without 
such  a  court-martial  it  would  be  unjust  to 
take  measures  for  dismissing  Lord  Cardi- 
gan firom  her  Majesty's  service.  Was 
Lord  Cardigan  then,  to  be  put  on  the  half- 
imy  Ibt?  That  is  not  the  princi|^  on 
which  the  half-pay  of  this  country  has 
been  established,  nor  one  to  which,  while 
I  remain  Secretary-at-War,  it  shall  be 
perverted.  The  half-pay  is  no  punish* 
ment.  It  is  given  pailly  as  a  reward  hr 
past  senrices,  and  partly  as  a  retainer  for 
future  services.  Why  should  it  be  made 
a  reward  for  ofiences ;  or  should  a  retainer 
be  given  to  a  man  who  had  proved  hi»self 
entirely  unfit  for  the  service  of  the  Crown. 
What  alternative  remained?  A  otmrU 
martial,  or  dismissal  from  the  ser- 
vice. Now,  that  a  dismissal  from  the 
service,  without  a  oourt-martial  would 
be   a  serious   and   fittal    injury   to  the 


army,  I  have  the  avthority  of  the  Crni^ 
mander-ip-chief  fiw  amerting,  and  I  nwF 
add,  without  any  braaoli  of  confidsMos,  tm 
anthorHy  of  one  other  nanw^  wbieh  #t9inds 
hi^er,  which  stands  even  higher  than  tike: 
nobfe  Lord's  (Lord  Hill's)  |n  geneml  estk 
mution  1^  wofeiiipnal  eminence,  Wl^ut 
remaina?  The  dismimal  of  an  oS^m 
without  any  kigul  impugnmt^t?  I  an 
fiur  fromthinking,  that  the  prerogative  if 
dismissal  without  leasons  fa  not  one  whi^ 
the  Crown  should  poassei,  becmae  I  know 
it  is  possible  to  imagine  ^  caae  in  whiob 
the  mety  of  the  Stale  might  dqiend  on 
the  exercise  of  sudi  pferogativej  hut  t^ 
should  never  be  lightly  sixei^isedj  and  tim 
arm]f  have  an  ezceecUnc  interest  in  greet 
caution  being  observed  in  wielding  iu 
This  rule  myukl  be  observed  in  evciy 
service,  but  enedally  in  oani,  where  tbie.. 
pay  of  an  offioer  is  not  much  more  then 
the  interest  which  he  would  receive  fiir  bia 

furdiaae  money  from  any  insurance  oiBoe.' 
do  not  mean  to  say,  that  officers  aiioiiU 
acquire  a  vested  interest  in  their  commia- 
sions  to  stand  against  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown^  where  the  public  interests  i^ 

Suire  it  to  be  exercised,  but  I  nudntnln 
lie  smallness  of  the  income  derived  from 
military  serrieei  Is  an  additional  reason 
why  we  should  be  slow  to  advise  any  saek 
strong  measure  as  taking  Away  a  man's 
commission  on  slight  grounds,  Can  an|- 
motive,  theoi  warrant  an  unusual  course 
in  the  present  instance  ?  The  precedent 
establisned  in  the  case  of  a  rich  man,  may 
soon  be  applied  to  a  poor  man,  and  the  re- 
moval of  an  unpopular  man  maybe  quidd|^ 
followed  1^  that  of  one  who  should  resem- 
ble L<wd  Cardigan  in  nothing  but  that  be 
regularly  voted  against  the  Government. 
I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  Ministers  ef 
the  Crown  were  ever  before  censured  tm 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  ConusMms  far 
not  punishing  a  military  eppeaent,  iif 
whose  case  it  was  imposslUe  te  haw  n 
court-martial.  These  are  the  principles 
which  mlded  her  Majesty's  GovermnenC. 
and  wMdi  satisied  them  that  they  com 
not  have  dismissed  thki  offieer  without  sT 
ooort-martial— that  they  oouli  not  h«V9 
rssorted  to  the  half-^pav  ae  a  pimishmenl; 
with  regard  to  him,  and  that  it  would  fan 
in  the  highest  degree  pNjJodicial  te  thn 
army  to  estahKsh  a  prsosdent  te  the  dis» 
mkoal  of  an  officer  far  imputed  faqlts  ef 
manner  and  tamper,  ef  such  a  nateni^ 
that  itwaaimBossihietnmakethem  eafMH 
bb  ef  proof  bemre  a  eout-asartial.  Hiwif 
ing  deiibemteiy  oBBin  to  that  opnion,  Iht 
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claiDOur  which  has  lieen  raiiHMl  ought  only> 
and  has  only,  determined  the  Goveranient 
to  adhere  to  it  the  more  Hrmly.  I  say 
nothing  of  Lord  Cardigan ;  I  aon't  pre- 
tend to  say  that  he  is  fiiultlf'ss ;  but  I  in- 
sist^ that  the  principles  on  uhich  the  Go- 
remment  acted  are  sound  ones.  I  am 
quite  sure,  that  their  motives  were  pure 
and  conscientious,  and  if  they  are  not  done 
justice  to  this  day  or  to-morrow,  a  very 
few  months  will  elapse  before  those  who 
are  loudest  in  clamouring  against  them, 
will  admit  them  to  have  been  in  the  right. 
Mr.  Hume  must  deny  blaming  the  Go- 
vernment for  not  dismissing  Lord  Car- 
digan. He  had  expressed  no  opinion  that 
that  officer  should  have  been  dismissed 
without  a  court-martial.  He  would  ask, 
hoviever,  whether  there  was  no  other  al- 
ternative that  could  have  been  adopted, 
save  dismissal  by  a  court-martial  ?  Was 
there  no  such  thing  as  a  court  of  inquiry  ? 
If  a  court  of  inquiry  had  been  adopted, 
that  course  would  have  given  satisfaction 
to  the  public,  as  such  court  would  have 
establuhed  the  truth  of  the  charges  made 
against  Lord  Cardigan,  or  have  afforded 

Sroof  that  they  were  without  foundation, 
[e  only  wished  the  matter  fairly  ex- 
plained; for,  though  the  noble  Lord  might 
be  a  political  opponent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, he  was  one  of  the  aristocracy,  who, 
the  people  believed,  was  to  be  shielded, 
whether  innocent  or  guilty.  He  agreed  that 
the  press  had  been  violent  in  some  cases,but 
its  suggestions,  he  thought,  ought  to  have 
been  atiended  to.  Had  it  been  the  case 
of  a  subaltern,  and  not  of  Lord  Cardigan, 
an  inquiry  would  have  been  instituted. 
His  complaint  therefore  was,  that  the 
Government  had  not  recommended  an 
inquiry. 

Lord  John  Russell  had  only  a  word  to 
•a^  in  addition  to  what  had  been  so  well 
said  by  his  right  hon.  Friend.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  had  said,  that  a 
court  of  inquiry  ought  to  have  been  insti- 
tuted ;  but  the  complaints  of  each  indi- 
vidual in  the  regiment  had  been  brought 
before  Lord  Hill,  who  had  looked  at  them 
with  the  greatest  care  and  attention,  and 
given  his  decision  on  each  of  them  sepa- 
rately. His  (Lord  J.  Russell's)  opinion 
was,  that  Lord  Hill  had  acted  with  the 
most  perfect  impartiality,  and  that  he  had 
decided  justly.  He  could  not  believe  that 
there  was  any  ground  for  the  assertion 
that  Lord  Hill  would  have  acted  differ- 
eoUy  to  anpther,  or  to  an  ipferior  officer. 
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He  was  sore  that  Lord  Hill  would  have 
acted  with  impartiality  in  any  case,  and 
under  any  circumstances.  He  believed  that 
a  court  of  inquiry  would  have  been  a  novel 
proceeding,  and  that  it  would  not  hava 
been  in  accordance  with  the  rales,  or  with 


the  practice  of  the  army.  The  hon.  Gan- 
tleman  said  then,  if  these  offimces  were 
committed  by  a  subaltern  officer,  they 
would  have  been  followed  bycensare  or 
dismissal.  Now  he  had  some  sospicioa 
the  case  was  the  other  way,  and  that  if 
this  were  merely  a  lieutenant-colonel  of 
dragoons,  and  not  a  peer  of  the  realm,  he 
might  have  done  the  things  laid  to  hb 
charge,  and  even  harsher  things,  whboat 
causing  all  this  excitement  in  the  public. 
Some  sort  of  fame  was  acquired  by  attack- 
ing such  a  man,  and  so  far  from  the  Earl 
of  Cardigan  being  treated  with  particalar 
favour,  be  believed  that  his  name  and 
connections,  his  large  fortune  and  station 
in  the  Lords,  rather  tended  to  give  dignitv 
and  weight  to  charges,  which,  under  dip- 
ferent  circumstances,  might  be  looked  on 
as  frivolous. 

Viscount  Howick  was  sorry  that  thiaez/- 
tremely  painful  subject  had  been  brought 
forward  on  this  occasion ;  but,  as  it  had, 
he  could  not  avoid  saying  that  the  answer 
of  his  noble  Friend  to  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  Member  near  him  was  not  altogether 
satis^tory.  When  he  said  so,  he  bj  no 
means  wished  to  censure  the  oonduct  of 
Lord  Hill ;  he  was  certain  that  in  a  matter 
of  this  importance  Lord  Hill  would  oonralt 
the  Government,  and  he  therefore  held  the 
Government  responsible  for  the  proceed- 
ings which  had  been  adopted.  So  &r  finom 
assuming  that  Lord  Canligan  had  neoea- 
sarily  b^n  to  blanie»  he  was  moBtaaziout  to 
believe  that  he  had  not  only  discharged  his 
duty  conscientiously  but  alsodiacreetlv,  hut 
he  must  say  that  tue  facts  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  public  were  sufficient  to  call 
for  an  inquiry  in  order  to  prove  that  such 
was  the  case.  He  concurred  with  the  rioht 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Secretary-at-War, 
that  it  would  have  been  highly  imoroper 
to  have  placed  Lord  Cardigan  on  half-pay, 
or  to  have  dismissed  him  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
without  some  previous  enquiry.  After  the 
court-martial  on  Major  Watkin,  Lord 
Cardigan  hud  been  so  placed  on  half-pay, 
and  in  adopting  that  course  he  thought,  at 
he  had  already  un  a  former  occasion  stated 
in  the  House,  that  a  great  error  had  been 
committed.    At  that  time  he  thought  aa 
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iojustice  had  been  oomttiitted  towards 
Lord  Cardigan  from  a  gRmndless  fcar 
of  disGiMsion  which  had  caused  an  at- 
tempt to  be    made   to  get  out  of  the 


difficulty  by  placinff  the  noble  Lord  on 
half-pay.  He  thererore  entirely  concnrred 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  thinking 
that  it  would  hare  been  impoesiUe  to 
adopt  a  similar  course  in  the  present 
instance.  To  place  an  officer  on  half  pay^ 
he  admitted^  to  be  a  measure  which  ou^t 
never  to  be  adopted  as  a  punishment.  He 
was  also  prepared  to  believe  that  there 
was  nothing  in  Lord  Cardigan's  conduct  in 
thisinstancewhich  should  have  been  brou^t 
under  the  cognizance  of  a  court-martial^ 
since  a  court-martial  could  only  be  held  in 
cases  in  which  a  specific  charge  of  a 
breach  of  the  articles  of  war  could  be 
framed.  There  undoubtedly  might  be  no 
grounds  on  which  such  a  chai^ge  could 
be  preferred  in  that  case,  but  he  did 
not  think  that  the  noble  Lord  in  simngso 
had  met  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man near  him  as  to  the  appointment  of  a 
court  of  inquiry.  It  was  nothing^  new 
in  military  practice  that  when  a  regiment 
was  not  in  a  satisfiustory  state>  when  the 
officers  were  not  living  in  harmony,  and 
when  the  discipline  was  not  creditable  to 
the  service^  the  whole  system  sboald  be 
submitted  to  the  ordeal  of  a  court  of  in- 
quiry. The  noble  Lord  said  that  every 
one  of  the  unfortunate  quarrels  which  had 
occurred  in  the  regiment,  had  been  con- 
sidered by  Lord  Hill,  and  that  his  decision 
had  in  all  been  favourable  to  Lord  Cardi- 
gan. That  was  possible,  and  the  decision 
might  in  each  instance  have  been  right* 
but  it  was  quite  consistent  with  that 
supposition  that  the  general  conduct  of 
the  commanding  officer  might  have  been 
wanting  in  temper,  and  that  temptations 
might  in  consequence  have  been  held  out 
to  officers  to  offend^  and  this  he  thought 
was  a  fit  subject  for  inquiry.  There  were 
several  reasons  which  seemed  to  render 
such  an  inquiry  peculiarly  necessary  in 
this  case ;  in  the  nrst  place  it  was  impos- 
sible to  forget  the  opinion  which  the  first 
court-martial  on  Captain  Wathen*  had  ex- 
pressed against  Lord  Cardigan,  who  was 
111  consequence  put  on  half-pay,  though  he 
had  been  afterwards  restored  to  command 
and  to  full  pay.  Now  as  he  had  already 
said,  he  held  that  the  course  pursued  on 
that  occasion  was  not  a  correct  one,  and  he 
therefore  thought  Lord  Cardi^n  had  been 
properly  recalled  to  the  service,  bat  the 
fact  that  such  a  circumstance  had  taken 


place,  rendered  it  more  neeeesuy  tban^itt 
otherwise  would  have,  been,  that  whjia 
another   transaction   of  a^   similar  Idaa 
occurred*   it  should   be   mado:  the  sqUh 
ject   of   a    fuD  and  impartial   inqucf  • 
But*  further  than  this,  it  was  notocjoui  to 
all  who  heard  him,  that  when  Captotn 
Reynolds  was  brought  to  a  court-martial 
he  pleaded  in  extenuation  the  great  fffh 
Tocation  which  he  had  received.    He  be- 
lieved that  that  court  martial  acted  pvo» 
perly  in  excluding  all  evidence  as  to  that 
provocation.    He  knew  that  some  eoorta* 
martial  had  received  endenoe  teodinig  to 
show  that  there  had  been  prorocation  ;  b^t 
then  he  believed  it  had  been  immediato  pco* 
Tocation— as,  for  instance*  when  a  private 
soldier  had  struck  his  officer*  or  wnen  an 
inferior  officer  had  been  guilty  of  insuboTf 
dination  towards  his  superior  officer*  tbqr 
had  been  allowed  to  produce  evidence. aa 
to  the  provocation  which  each  had  received 
at  the  time.     It  would  have  been  oli}eo^ 
tionable,  he  thought,  in  this  case  to  have 
gone  into  evidence  as  to  old  provocatiooa 
and  to  old  quarrels.     On  reading  the  pm- 
ceedings,  it  appeared  to  him  that  tb&et 
was  conduct    on  the   part    of    Captain 
Reynolds  which  no  previous  mrovocatief 
coaJd  justify  or  even  so  &r  paUiate^  aa  io 
make  it  possible  for  the  courttonass  opda 
him  any  other  sentance  than  tne  seveife 
one  of  dismissal  from  the  service.    He  ad- 
mitted that  such  appeared  to  him  to 
the  case,  but  still  tnere  might  liave 
provocation  of  such  a  nature  as  to  i 
ground  for  extending  to  the  part? 
the  mercy  of  the  Sorereign.    This 
was  possible*  and  therefore  as  the  o     c* 
martial  had  refused  to  hear  the  e 
which  had  been  tendered,  eridence 
ceming  previous  proT<      ion ;  as  thui  i 
by  no  means  a  sohtary  u      .uce  of 
sion   between   1         Cai  ai       vne 

officers  under  his  o  «•* 

quarrels    had    on     ine    c  '   v 

place  between  Lord  Cardi        ana 
other  officers ';  as  it  i  mer  no 

that  the   officers  who  thua 

brouffht  into  ooUission   wirh  their  o 
manding  officer  had  received  the  1 
character  from  other  officers  of  h 
tation  under  whom  they  had        eo; 
those  officers  had  ser       for         y  y 
under  other  officera  w 
imputotion    having    b 
them  either  ibr  want  ov  aisnpiino 
insubordinatiott—- he  must  say,  t 
taking  all  tliesecircumstanoes  intocoi 
ation,  the  tensination  of  these  pro 
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by  the  carrying  into  execution  the  sentence 
on  Captain  Reynolds,  and  without  inves- 
tication  into  the  conduct  of  Lord  Cardigan 
wno  was  still  left  in  command  of  his  regi- 
ment, was  a  course  higlily  injurious  to  the 
Interests  of  the  British  army/  He  thought 
that  a  case  had  been  made  out  which  re- 
quired the  most  rieid  inquiry.  What 
might  such  an  inauiry  have  brought  to 
light?  If  the  comiuct  of  Lord  Cardigan 
hod  been  such  as  he  ho|)cd  it  had  been, 
Lord  Cardigan  was  an  ill-uscfl  man  in 
being  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
placing  his  conduct  in  a  proper  light  before 
the  public  His  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary-at-War  had  described  in  strong 
terms  the  attacks  which  had  Itcen  made 
by  the  press  on  the  chnracter  of  Lord 
Cfardigan,  and  the  painful  marks  of  the 
public  feeling  against  him  to  which 
tie  had  been  ex|>osed.  No  man,  much 
less  Lord  Cardigan,  could  be  insensible 
to  such  expressions  of  disapprobation  as 
hod  been  hcapeil  upon  that  noble 
Lord.  He,  therefore,  repented  that  it 
was  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  Lord 
Canligan,  to  withhold  from  him  a  court  of 
inquiry.  'Jliat  inquiry  might  have  proved 
that  Lord  Cardigan  was  not  to  blame  in 
these  transactions ;  that  inquiry  might 
have  proved  that  there  were  misconduct 
and  insubordination  iimong  his  oflicers, 
which  he  was  bound  to  put  down ;  that 
inquiry  might  have  proved  that  Lord 
Canligan  was  influenced  by  a  just  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  service^  and  that  he 
was  not  wantinfi^,  as  had  been  alleged,  in 
either  temper,  discretion,  or  conduct.  If 
that  had  been  proved,  the  result  would 
have  been  satisfactory  to  the  noble  Lord 
and  to  the  country,  and  Lord  Canlican 
would  have  remained  in  the  command  of 
his  redmcnt  with  greater  moral  influence 
over  his  oflicers  than  he  could  ever  lio]>e  to 
exercise  in  the  position  in  which  he  now 
8to(Nl  before  them.  When  he  said  that 
this  might  ha\'c  been  the  case,  he  must,  on 
the  (»ther  hand  s;iy,  without  meaning  any 
|)ersonal  disrosjwct  or  oflTcnce  to  Lonl  Cardf- 
gan,  that  the  case  mitrht  have  been  other- 
wise. It  might  have  appeared  on  that  in- 
quiry, that  though  Lonl  Cardigan  was  a 
zealous  ofliccr,  anxious  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  and  desirous  to  keep  his  rceiment 
ill  a  sUite  of  conijilete  efficiency,  he  was 
wanting  in  that  discretion  and  temiier 
which  Were  nctvssary  in  a  cv)iiinianding 
(fffurr.  It  nii^ht  have  turned  out  that  an 
ufficrr,  after  years  of  irrrproarhahle  servitv, 
goadefl  by  a  series  of  niinierotis  hut   |iotly 


provocations,  had  for  a  moment  swerml 
from  his  duty ;  and  if  so,  the  Crown  might 
have  applied  the  proper  remedy.  If^ 
without  an  imputation  on  the  hononr  of 
Lord  Cardigan,  this  had  been  proved.  Lord 
Cardigan  might  have  been  culled  upon  to 
sell  his  commission,  and  retire  from  the 
army,  whilst  Captain  Reynolds,  might  have 
been  selected  as  an  object  for  the  mercy  of 
the  Sovereign,  and  might  have  been  re- 
stored to  the  rank  whicli  he  bad  properly 
forfeited  by  the  sentence  of  the  court- 
martial.  He  would  conclude  by  repeating 
that  the  course  pursued  by  Ministers  had 
not  been  according  to  his  opinion  satisfac- 
tory, and  could  not  promote  the  real  in- 
terests of  the  British  army. 

Sir  //.  Vivian  said,  it  was  with  great  re- 
gret he  had  heard  this  question  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House.  It  was 
with  still  greater  regret  that  he  had  heard 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  wlio 
had  so  lately  held  a  high  and  important 
office  connected  with  the  military  branch  of 
the  service  (Ijord  Howick),  it  was  alwaji^ 
in  his  opinion,  very  objectionable  to  bring 
questions  having  reference  to  the  discipline 
of  the  army  into  discussion  in  the  House  of 
('Ominons,  it  certainly  was  not  the  way  to 
improve  that  discipline,  and  it  might  be 
highly  detrimental  to  it.  He  well  Inew, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  public  preM 
hod  taken  up  the  subject  of  Lord  Cardigan's 
conduct,  what  was  tno  degree  of  odium  to 
which  any  one  exposed  himself  who  ven- 
tured to  say  one  word  in  Lord  Cardigan's 
defence;  thisconuderation,however»  would 
not  deter  him  from  expressins  his  honest, 
and  his  unbiassed  opinion.  When  last  year 
the  subject  of  the  academy  at  Woolwich 
was  discussed,  and  charges  were  brought 
against  him  (Sir  H.  Vivian),  into  the  de. 
fence  of  which  he  had  entered,  his  ri^it 
hon.  and  gallant  Friend  opposite,  (Sir  H. 
Hardinge)  paid  him  the  compliment  of  say- 
ine  he  might  have  rested  on  his  chamcter, 
and  that  it  was  unnecessary  he  should  have 
gone  into  the  explanation  he  had  given- 
he  would  now  then  rest  upon  his  character, 
and  he  IioihhI  he  mi^ht  express  an  opinion 
in  defence  of  Lonl  Ilill  and  Lord  Canli- 
gan, without  being  subject  to  the  suspicion 
that  he  would  encoumge  or  uphold  oppres- 
sive conduct  fn)m  a  bU)ierior  to  an  Inferior 
officer.  I  Ic  had  served  in  the  army  nearly 
half  a  century,  he  never  had  brought  an 
officer  to  a  court-martial,  and  in  the  dis- 
chnrf^c  of  his  duty  he  never  had  the  mutfor- 
tuiK-  to  quarrel  citlu'r  with  a  su|MTiur  or  an 
inferior  officer ;    he  ihcreforc   ventured  to 
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hope  that  no  man  who  knew  him  could  for 
a  moment  possibly  suppose  he  would  advo- 
cate oppression^  but  tne  discipline  of  the 
arm/  he  always  would  uphold  and  main- 
tain; and  in  support  of  that  discipline 
it  was  that  he  was  induced  now  dis- 
tinctly and  decidedly  to  say  that  he  waH 
fully  and  firmly  persuaded  that  in  each 
of  tlie  cases  which  had  occurred  in  the 
11th  hunars,  as  far  as  he  could  fbrm 
an  opinion  fram  the  official  documents 
which  had  been  made  public,  neither  Ixird 
Hill  or  Lord  Cardigan  could  have  acted 
otherwise  than  they  had  done.  And  more- 
orer,  he  would  add,  that  nothing  could  he 
more  unjust  than  the  manner  in  which 
both  these  noble  Lords  had  been  assailed  by 
the  public  press.  The  noble  Lord  the  late 
Secretary  at  War  had  said,  that  the  state 
of  the  1 1  th  hussars  ought  to  have  been  made 
the  subject  of  enquiry  befbre  a  court  as- 
sembled for  that  purpose.  Now,  with  all 
due  respect  for  the  noble  Lord,  he  must 
beg  leave  to  differ  from  him— the  noUe 
Lord  could  not  have  had  such  opportunities 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
conscQuenccs  of  assembling  such  courts  as 
he  had,  and  fVx>m  experience,  he  must  say, 
that  there  are  few  cases  in  which  enquiry 
before  such  courts  is  not  productivg  of  more 
hai*m  than  good.  A  Court  of  Enquiry  is 
not  a  legal  court,  it  cannot  examine  on  a«th» 
it  can  come  to  no  decision,  or  at  least  any 
derision  it  may  come  to  has  not  the  author- 
ity of  law.  Lord  Hill  had  resorted  to  the 
only  enquiry  to  which  he  could  or  oueht 
to  have  resented,  the  ease  had  occurred  im- 
mediately within  reach  of  the  head  quarters 
of  the  army.  He  had  an  opportunity  of 
daily  communication  with  tne  regiment. 
He  therefore  directed  enquiry  to  M  made 
by  the  authority  to  whom  it  might  legiti- 
mately be  entrusted,  to  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  cavalry,  to  the  inspector*gene- 
ral  of  that  body,  and  it  was  upon  the  report 
received  from  that  officer  that  Lord  Hill 
had  acted;  and  he  (Sir  H.  Vivian)  re- 
peated his  decided  opinion  as  far  at  he  had 
had  the  means  of  judging,  Lord  Hill  could 
not  have  determined  otherwise  than  he  had 
(lone.  Much  had  been  said  in  reference  to 
what  had  occurred  on  a  former  oocasioo,  he 
alluded  to  the  case  of  Captain  Wathen; 
now,  on  that  subject,  no  one  was  more 
competent  to  give  an  opinion  than  he  (Sir 
H.  Vivian)  was.  When  that  happened,  he 
was  in  command  of  the  army  in  Ireland, 
and  were  he  now  disposed  to  go  at  any 
length  into  the  question,  he  could,  without 
difficulty,  show  that  much  which  had  been 


reported  in  NgMd  to  the  eonduct  6t  Lon 
Cardigan  wai  inooReet-rthat  he  coold  iloi 
he Juttly  chaiged  withmudi  that  hal  Mh 
imputed  to  him*  and  he  would  add  iluit  tile 
court-martial  in  idierring  to  Un  in  (ht 
manner  it  had  done;,  had  oone  out  of  HI 
way,  and  done  an  act  of  u^ustic^.  toA 
Cardigan's  ease  had  sohaequently  baHi 
hroaght  under  the  notice  of  die  House  df 
Commons.  The  result  is  well  known ;  Aib 
division  of  the  House  was  in  aeeordanee 
with  the  vlewhet^Sir  H.  ^vian)  had  taken 
of  it.  Subsequently,  he  (Sir  H.  Vivian) 
had  amongst  others,  prased  on  the  noUe 
Lord  at  tte  head  of  the  army,  thepropciety 
of  restoring  Lord  Cardigan  to  tne  laiM. 
He  had  written  a  letter  on  the  soljeel, 
which  amongst  those  of  other  offioera  who 
had  done  the  same,  had  appeared  in  thii 
public  pi^pets.  He  had  in  that  letter  ad- 
mitted that  Lord  Cardigan  had  fanlU^  hit 
he  felt  then  as  he  felt  now,  that  the  fimlia 
were  rather  in  the  manner  than  in  the  mat- 
ter *he  had  seen  enough  of  Lord  Cardigan 
at  the  head  of  a  rc^ment  in  Ireland  to  he 
able  to  appreciate  hu  merits  as  a  oommaad- 
ing  officer  of  cavalry,  uid  he  thought 
highly  of  them,  and  therefirae  it  was  tnat 
he  was  deritous  of  seeing  him  agab  at  kh^ 
head  of  a  regiment.  And  now,  m  deftpte 
of  all  that  had  been  arfd  in  the  puUie  {«• 
pers,  he  should  not  hesitate  agaui  to  tat 
that  in  his  opinion  in  the  cases  in  wtikii 
Lord  Cardinn's  late  eonduct  had  beenooln^ 
plained  of,  he  could  not  well  hate  taken 
any  other  coone  than  that  which  he  had 
taken,  and  in  aaying  so  he  hoped  that  It 
would  not  for  a  mooMnt  be  suppoaed  thM 
he  wasiniluenoed  by  his  personal  lefardfiar 
Lord  Cardigan— it  was  as  an  officer  ne  htM 
first  known  Lord  Cardigan,  it  was  as  an 
officer  he  noke  of  him,  and  he  verily  be^* 
lieved  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  tir^  wUae 
which  had  been  created  aganist  hhn  by  wkai 
had  formerly  taken  plaee^  what  had  wnttm 
ourred  would  never  have  oooadened  the  okb 
servatkm  or  given  rise  to  the  animadVetsione 
it  had  done.  Lord  Cardigan  went  to  the 
oommaad  of  the  llth'hussars  with  a  preju- 
dice against  him.  From  the  moment  Be 
joined  there  can  be  no  doubt  there  #ei« 
some,  who  to  say  theleast,  were  jpranaradtD 
find  &ult  with  everything  he  said  or  aid,  and 
it  was  his  (Sir  H.  Vivian's)  firm  hdief  that 
if  the  same  had  occurred  in  any  other  r^* 
ment,  or  toany  other  oomittaiidingoffioer,tliat 
is  if  offieers  in  any  other  corps  h^  eonda 
themselves  towards  their  <  ndinff 

oer  in  the  manner  soine  oi  ii 
hussars  had  done  towards  Loni  v. 
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Cardigan  which  could  induce  him  to  take  had  strong  reason  for  suspecting  that  they 
an  interest  in  his  behalf ;  hut  entertaining^  emanated.  On  various  other  occasions, 
as  he  did^  a  strong  feeling  as  a  military  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  the  House  to 
man  that  his  conduct  had  been  much  ex-  particularize,  great  cause  of  offence  had 
a^gerated  both  by  the  press  and  by  indi-  been  received  by  Lord  Cardigan^  and, 
viduals,  who  had  made  it  the  subject  of  though  he  might  not  be  of  the  most  pa- 
comment,  he  should  not  feel  justified  if  he  tient  temper  to  bear  those  attacks^  yet  he 
did  not  express  that  opinion  to  the  House,  must  say  that  officer  had  been  sinned 
It  was  very  notorious  that  there  had  been  against  more  than  he  had  sinned.  At 
something  among  a  few  officers  of  the  noble  that  late  hour  he  would  not  enter  into 
Earl's  regiment;  not  many,  but  a  few,  of  further  details,  but  he  thought  he  had 
the  nature  of  a  cabal.  That  word  had  been  said  enough  to  show  that  there  was 
used  at  the  Horse  Guards,  and  he  was,  some  reason  for  any  asperity  which  Lord 
therefore,  justified  in  using  it  in  that  Cardigan  may  have  manifested. 
House.  He  would  mention  one  circum-  Viscount  Howick  could  not  help  re- 
stance  which  might  throw  some  light  on  marking,  if  any  proof  were  wanted  of  the 
circumstances  that  had  subsequently  taken  expediency  of  an  inquiry,  the  very  strongest 
place.  When  Lord  Cardigan  went  to  proof  had  been  furnished  by  the  right 
India  to  take  the  command  of  his  rcgi-  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
ment,  he  had  not  joined  it  one  month  be-  An  inquiry  would  have  brought  the  facts 
fore  some  of  the  Indian  papers  began  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  stated 
assail  him  in  the  most  hostile  manner,  to  light.  As  the  hon.  Member  for  Lam- 
That  gallant  Officer  was  told  by  the  Com-  beth  seemed  to  suppose  that  there  would 
mander-in-Chief  in  India,  Sir  H.  Fane,  have  been  some  irregularity  in  appoint- 
when  he  complained  of  this  conduct  of  the  ing  a  court  of  inquiry  to  examine  into 
journals,  that  he  must  not  be  surprised  at  the  conduct  of  Lord  Cardigan,  he  would 
being  abused  in  this  way,  bacause  he  had  jujt  gay,  that  there  would  have  been 
himself  been  most  grossly  assailed;  and  nothing  whatever  contrary  to  precedents 
when  he  (Sir  H.  Fane)  inquired  of  the  Jq  g^ch  a  course.  He  thought  it  a  very 
editor  of  one  of  the  papers  why  he  attacked  great  error  that  such  an  inquiry  had  not 
him,  the   editor  told  him,  in   the  most  gg^j^  ordered 

candid  way.  that  it  came  from  an  officer  gj,  jy  j^   ^^^^,  ^^^^  no  subject  more 

of  the    11th    Dragoons.     Lord  Cardigan  disagreeable  to  a  military  man,  than  such 

went  to  the  editor  of  one  of  the  journals  ^^^^  ^^  ^j^^            ^  ^„d  j„  ^^U^di      ^^  ^^ 

which  attacked  um  and  asked  him  whv  he  ^^  ^^^  f^^  ^^^^  i„^,i„gd  ^^  appeal  to  the 

^»^  «^'  f  he  (Lord  Cardigan)  had  done  elemency  of  the  authorities  in  behalf  of 

nothing  to  offend  him      The  editor  said  ^J^^^  ^^^^  ^j  ^^   ^^^^  ^^„  ^^^. 

You  11  be  very  much  surprised  when  I  ^^^^^    ^^^^  ^^        ^  ^^^^^    ^^  ^„  ^^^^^ 

tell  you  that  those  attacks  came  from  an  ,        V  *u     u      «-^  «..;u„  ^vP  iU^  i^^^^ 

ni    ^    c                        '       t.n     wji.^^  •*.  who,  whether  he  were  guilty  of  the  impro- 

ofhcer  of  vour  own  regiment.       When  it  .  '.       .*   l   *  j  *    u-       ^      *    i.  j  ' 

was  notorious  from  whom   those  attacks  P"eies  attributed  to  him  or  not    had  cer- 

came,  could  it  be  supposed  that  Lord  Car-  ^^'^^^   »!i?°   ^^''^^y  ^fl^  ""^^    ^   ^ 

digan  would  be  on  go\)d  terms  with  a  man  Pfes*.     The  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 

who  was  persecuting  him   in  the  public  Northumberlaiid,   explamed    his  opmion 

papers?    With  respfct  to  Sir  H.  ^ne,  "P^'?  ^*^J»,  «"^J«^^  »°  ^/^^.^J"  ^"^  ^"f*" 

ihiVpractice  was  caVried  to  a  pitch  of  au-  ceplionable  manner,  and,  without  offering 

dacity,  that  he  wrote  to  the  major  com-  ^n  opinion  one  way  or  the  other,  with 

manding  the  regiment,  a  short  time  pre-  f^'Pec^    ^^   the  differences   which   arose 

vious  to  Lord  Cardigan's  arrival,  to  com-  between  Lord  Cardigan,  and  the  oflScers 

plain  of  the  attacks  in  the  papers.     The  "n^^r  his  command,  he  concurred  with 

officer  commanding  convened  the  officers  the  noble  Lord  in  thmking,  that  as  far  as 

of  the    nth,   and   laid  before  them  the  regarded  Lord  Hill,  and  as  regarded  Lord 

complaint  of  Sir  H.  Fane,  and  in  next  Cardigan,  it  would  be  to  the  service  of 

week's  paper  there    appeared    the  Com-  both  that  the  matter  should  not  be  allowed 

mander-in-Chief 's    own     letter,    accom-  to  rest  where  it  did. 

panied    by   the    most    sarcastic    remarks  Vote  agreed  to. 

against  Sir  H.  Fane.     Now,  practices  of  Several  other  votes  were  passed, 

this  kind  were  sufficient  to  induce  Lord  The  House  resumed— resolutions  to  be 

Cardigan  not  to  feel  very  amicably  towards  reported, 
the  officers  from  whom  he  imagined,  or 
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A  BRIEF  STATEMENT  OF  LORD  KEANE'S  SERVICES— Page  586. 


I  ENTERED  the  army  in  1793,  and  got  a 
lieutenancy  the  29th  of  April  of  that  year, 
and  a  company  the  12th  November,  1794, 
the  regiment  I  then  belonged  to  was  re- 
duced in  1795,  and  I  remained  on  halfpay 
imtil  1799,  when  I  was  appointed  to  the 
44th  infantry,  then  stationed  at  Gibraltar, 
where  I  joined  it.  In  1800  the  regiment 
embarked,  and  was  attached  to  the  expedi- 
tion under  the  command  of  Sir  Ralph 
Abercrombie,  destined  for  the  conquest  of 
Egypt.  At  Malta  I  was  apiK>inted  aide-de- 
camp to  Major-general,  the  Earl  of  Cavan, 
and  in  that  situation  I  served  throughout 
tliat  campaign,  and  was  present  at  the 
actions  of  the  dth,  13  th,  and  2lKt  of  March, 
1801,  which  decided  the  fate  of  the  enemy's 
power  in  that  country.  I  remained  on 
J^ird  Cavan's  staif  in  Africa,  until  the 
close  of  1802,  when  he  was  relieved  by 
Sir  John  Stuart  and  returned  to  England. 
In  May  1802,  I  was  promoted  to  a  major- 
ity, and  the  20th  of  August,  1803,  to  a 
lieutenant  Colonelcy »  and  joined  the  13th 
Light  Infantry  in  the  Mediterranean,  re- 
turned with  the  corps  to  England  in  180G, 
and  the  latter  end  of  1807  embarked  with 
a  brigade  under  Sir  George  Pre  vest  for 
Nova  Scotia.  The  13th  regiment  was 
landed  at  Bermuda,  from  whence  it  sailed 
again  to  the  West-Indies  in  October,  1808, 
and  was  employed  in  the  expediti(m  against 
and  conquest  of  Martinique  in  1809  under 
Sir  George  Bcckwith;  I  remained  with 
my  regiment  at  Martinique  until  the 
Autumn  of  1811,  when  I  returned  to 
EuroiK?.  and  immediately  changed  into  the 
Rifles  GOth  and  joined  the  army  in  the 
Peninsula  shortly  after  the  l)attle  of  Sala- 
manca, and  was  appointed  to  command  a 
brigade  in  the  3rd  division  at  Madrid ;  I 
siTved  in  that  division  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  and  was  with  it  in  the  Inttles  of 
Vittoria,  PyrenecK,  Nive!lt\  Nivc,  Ortlies, 
Vic  Bi^jorric,  and  'roiiltiiisi*,  besiikni  very 
many  alfuirs  of  minor  note— After  the  |)oaco 


of  1814  with  France,  I  returned  to  Eng- 
land, and  was  immediately  appointed  to 
command  a  brigade  as  a  reinforoenient  to 
Major-general  Rok,  then  serving  in  the 
Chesa|)eake.  llie  squadron  and  troops  for 
the  service  being  reported  ready  at  Ply* 
mouth  early  in  September  1814,  I  remiKd 
to  that  port,  and  sailed  for  JaoMirm  at 
noon  on  the  1 8th.  On  reaching  it  I  foand 
the  admiral  with  the  fleet  and  army  from 
Virginia  there,  and  learnt  that  General 
Ross  had  been  killed  at  Baltimore,  and  that 
the  command  of  the  army  devolved  upon 
myself.  Sir  A.  Cochrane  alio  informed 
me  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  take 
nossession  of  New  Orleans.  On  the  23rd 
December,  the  light  brigade  of  the  forae 
landed  and  took  up  a  position  on  the 
Mississippi,  nine  miles  bek>w  New  Orleaniy 
and  that  evening  at  8  P.  M.  we  woe 
attacked  by  a  force  of  6,000  men  wader 
Greneral  Jackson,  aided  by  a  schooner  of 
eighteen  guns  in  the  river;  after  a  finr 
hours  struggle  the  enemy  was  beat  hack 
leaving  a  heavy  list  of  killed  and  wonnded 
on  the  field,  and  the  schooner  forced  to 
change  position  to  the  opposite  hank  of  the 
river,  where  she  was  burnt  by  hot  shot  on 
the  27  th.  Sir  Edward  Packenham  ar- 
rived from  England  on  Uie  35th  and  as* 
sumed  command  of  the  army :  I  continued 
to  serve  with  ray  brigade  until  the  attack 
on  tlie  enemy's  lines  on  the  asoniing  of  the 
8th  of  January,  when  1  was  severolj  and 
dangt*rously  wounded;  and  obliged  to  be 
removed  on  board  ship.  Having  reached 
England  in  June  1815,  I  was  ordered  to 
join  the  army  under  his  Grace,  the  Duka 
of  Wellington  with  the  troops  from  Amer* 
ica,  which  were  hourly  expected^  I  Hd  aa 
at  Paris  soon  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo* 
and  continued  to  commaml  a  farigMie  in  the 
army  of  occupation,  until  it  was  reduced  in 
18I.S,  when  f  %va«  appointed  govrmor  of 
St.  Lucia,  and  iininediaUly  retiumed  to 
tbi*  U'est- Indies.     I  continued  to 
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ister  the  government  of  that  island  until 
Ma  J  1823,  when  I  was  ordered  to  Jamaica 
to  assume  command  of  the  troops,  with  a 
dormant  commission  as  lieutenant  goremor, 
and  a  seat  in  council.  I  served  in  that 
island  from  that  period,  latterly  adminis- 
tering the  civil  government  as  well  as  the 
military  until  1831,  when  I  returned  to 
England.  In  1833  I  was  appointed  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  province  of  Bombay, 
embarked  and  sailed  for  India.  In  the  fall 
of  1838,  I  received  orders  from  the  Gover- 
nor-general to  equip  a  corps  d'arro6e  of 
5,000  men  for  service  in  Sinde,  which, 
when  completed,  the  Bombay  government 
request^  1  would  take  the  command  of. 
I  accordingly  embarked  with  it,  and  hav- 
ing reachd  Hydrabad,  and  accomplished 
the  object  of  the  exp^ition>  tha  Gover* 
nor-getiend  informed  me,  that  the  force 
from  Bengal  originally  intended  for  service 
in  Affghanistan»  was  deemed  to  be  too  laig|e, 
and  was  to  be  considerably  reduced^  in 


which  case  the  services  of  the  commander- 
in-chief  in  India  were  not  considered  ne- 
cessary, and  that  the  command  of  the  army 
of  the  Indus  was  to  devolve  upon  me ;  that 
I  was  to  leave  a  proportion  of  the  Bombay 
column  in  Scinde  to  secure  our  communi- 
cations, and  to  move  up  with  the  remain- 
der and  take  the  direction  of  the  operations 
to  be  executed  in  centnd  Asia,  f  reached 
the  head  of  the  advanced  column  at  Quetta 
and  proceeded  to  execute  my  instructions. 
Success  attended  all  our  undertakings,  and 
on  the  6th  of  August,  1839,  having  gained 
possession  of  the  Bala  Hissar,  and  placed 
his  majesty  Shah  Soojah  on  the  throne  of 
his  ancestors  at  Caoool,  I  felt  tliat  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  my  instructions  were 
fully  accomplished.  I  then  had  leave 
from  Lord  Auckland  to  return  vid  the 
Punjab  to  Bombay,  and  to  embari:  for 
EnglaiML 

Kbane. 
Lt.  GenL 
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The  Publication  of  a  Report  of  this  Trial  by  the  Order  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  under  their  authority,  containing  matter  to  which  no  pritBfe 
individual  can  have  acoees,  renders  any  other  report  of  little  vmliM. 
Mr.  Hansard  therefore  deems  it  useless  to  print  that  which  he  h^il 
prepared  for  this  Appendix. 
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Greg,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Copyright  of  Designs,  SR.  IS85, 1891 

Grey,  Right  Hon.  Sir  C.  £. 
Danish  Claims,  Com.  moved  for,  648 
Poor-law  Commission,  Leave,  165 
Rum,  East  and  West  India,  Com.  617 

Grey;  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  G. 
Private  Bills,  Committees  on,  131 

Grirosditch,  Mr.  T. 
Poor  Law  Commission,  Leave,  156 

Grote,  Mr.  G. 
Address,  The,  50, 109 
Commercial  Treaty  irith  France,  685 

Haddington,  Earl  of 
Church  of  Scotland,  137i  138 

Halford,  Mr.  H. 
Medical  Reform,  Leave,  368 


(I  N  D  I  X.}        HIO.       — 
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^ill,  Lord 
Stopford,  Sir  R.,  Vote  of  Thanks  to,  855 

HInde,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Pbor  Law  Commhwion,  Leave.  169 
RaUwayBUls,86l,869 

Hindley,  Mr.  C. 
Machinery,  Exportation  of.  Con.  nofed  iatm 
600 

Hobhouse,  Right  hon.  Sir  J.  0. 

Idoktry  in  Indhi,  878 

Keane  Lord,  Pendon  to,  557,  561, 568;  Ser- 
vices of,  768  :  Com  c/.  1, 1135, 1141 

Ram,  East  and  West  Indk,  Com.  moved  fpr, 
818 

Slavery  in  the  East  Indiesv  456 

Hodges,  Mr.  T.  L. 
Constabulary,  Com.  1896 

Hottg,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Mine,  Lord,  Pensioii  to,  561;  Report  661; 

Com.  d:  1,1148 
Rum,  East  and  West  Indhi,  Com.  moved  kt, 

817,617;  Report  689;  Com.  1148 


Hamilton,  Captain  C.  J.  B. 
Keane,  Lord,  Annuity  to.  Com*  cL  1, 1134 
Poor  Law— Assistant  Commisrioners,  940 

Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Navy  Estimates,  1192 

Handley,  Mr.  H. 
Drainage  of  Land,  Leave,  863 

Hardinge,  Right  Hon.  Sir  H. 
Army  Estimates,  1373, 1388, 1393 
Cardigan,  Eari  of.  Trial  of  the,  1406 
Keane,  Lord,  Pension  to,  582 
Navy  Estimates,  1361 
Stopford,  Sir  R.  Vote^of  Thanks  to,  338 

Hardwicke,  Earl  of 
Stopford  Sir  R.,  Vote  of  Thanks  to,  254 

Harris,  Mr,  Snow,  see  Ughimng  Omducton 

Hawarden,  Lord 
Poor  Law  (Ireland),  508 

Hawes,  Mr.  B. 
Bankniptcy,  Insolvency,  and  Lanacy,  Leave, 

482 
Cardigan,  Earl  of,  Trial  of  the,  1407 
County  Courts,  Leave,  477 
Danish  Claims,  Com.  moved  for,  639 
Ecclesiastical  Courts,  761 
Jews  Declaration,  Leive,  507 
Medical  Reform,  Leave,  361 ;  Bill  withdrawn, 

742 
Niger  Expedition,  701 
Railways,  2R.  623 
Rum,  East  and  West  India,  Com.  605 ;  1147 

Henries,  Right  Hon.  J.  C. 
Ways  and  Means,  6^ 


Hope,  Mr.  O.  W. 
Rei^stration  of  Voters  (Scotland),  Lenve,  704 

Hmiskmy  Catle  {Irtknd^  /.  2R.«  1131 

Howard,  Hon.  C.  W.  O. 
Registration  of  Voters  (Irdand)— The  Ann- 
chise,  8R.  1036 

Hoivick,  Viscount 
Army  Estimates,  1387, 1394 
Cardigan,  Eari  of,  Trhd  of  the,  1400, 1410 
Keane,  Lord,  Pension  to,  562,  566, 583 
Petitions,  Printing  of,  181 
Pdor  Law  Commission,  8lli  489 
Railway  Bills,  867 

Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)— The  FlMi* 
chise,  Leave,  897 }  8R.  876 

Bull  Docks,  e.  IU9 

Hume,  Mr.  v. 
Address,  The,  83 
Administration   of  Jostice  (SeotUmd),  Cottt 

moved  for,  1817 
Army  Estimates,  1371, 1393, 1394 
Bank  Oommittee,  The,  533 
Cardigan,  Earl  of,  Trial  of  tiie,  1394, 139i 
Copyright)  Leave,  154 

— — ^    of  Designs,  Leave,  503 ;  8II.  IMI 
Coroners,  County,  Leave,  784 
County    Courts,  Leave,  476 ;  Advance  tnm 

Consolidated  Fund,  1300 
Destitution  In  the  Highlands  —  EnigmiQB, 

Com.  moved  for,  585 
East,  Aflairs  of  tiie,  181, 188 
Election  Petitions,  588 
Execution  of  Criminals^  Leave,  669 
Keane,  Lord,  Penskm  to,  554, 568, 577;  R«* 

port,  631;  8R.788;  Services  of,  768 ;  Caak 

d.  1, 1138, 1148 ;  Report,  Amendt  IH6 
Leiocitori  Coloneli  748 
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HUM. 


M<*< -a.  ftj/rjrrr..  f>a.T»,  >1'2 

.SiT,  f,i?...-:ai:^.  :  ;;>r.  15  7^.  115^,  119*.  1152; 

iif>*,  i2»>i,  i.'s;«,  I'M,  i.%> 

Oiiitiut  ^!«rt«7,  L«aT«,  <«33 
F««^  /-**  0^»  r. ; «  V. ,  I>aT  » ,  1  '^ 

_^^....^.«.^.^_  iXi^iM^A  — Iii4  Frar. 
ciM^e,  Ltt«^  M^\   2fL  ltJ*Mi  i'J<^,  !•<«>, 
1113 

K'*rf»,  fU>.t  v^  Wr>»i  IrA'jk^  r/>n:-  Oi'iTf'i  for, 

2i<; ;  H^y*r.,  f/.^f ,  Com.  1 146 
SyiUi  A'^ttr^li^  ^  ooi.  av/reil  &jr,  32Sf 
vU/tri^.M,  *5tf  K..  Vo»^  '/Tljfcr/<«  to.  337 
TitL^t* — Vxr>,kA'\ifst\  Oj'^rU,  \jur^,  472 

lliitt,  Mr.  W. 
fHni«h  CUfOkt,  Om.  naied  for,  633 
H'jII  IXieks  1149 

Import  Duiiei  (WtU  Indtfj),  c.  10J3 
InJia  %«  Pjat^—IdoUtry — Rum — HU/ctry 

Inmtrt,  l>!>rd 
lA^\u\n%  CondiKlor«~5lr.  Sooir  llarriiy  7J3 

Mjjer  Exp^Mhihh,  wlO,  61/2,  ?/2 
»U>pford,  Sir  K.,  Vote  of  Tlonki  to,  310 

Ingliam,  Mr.  II. 
DanUL  CUiin«i,  Corn,  moved  for,  bi\ 

Iri^listSir  R.  II* 
Addr«r»4,  Tli<>,  fUport,  1 17 
(xijiyrivlit,  2K.367 

JifKtitution  ill   the  lllijIilMiUk  —  Kioigrfttion, 

f  Join.  mov<!d  for,  !»'23 
Idolatry  in  IndiA,  2/1 
Jewn  ficrlarattun,  f>*avp,  ."iO.i 
l.ightninf(  Condiif:tors--Mr.  Snow  Ilarrii,  719 
Mayiir>oth,  Ixuvo,  1242 
MfdicaJ  Keiorrn,  '^yZ,  lAl 
IVtilionn,  frintinic  of,   12] 
Kickfiian,  Tbe  late  Mr.,  iM7 
Stopford,  Sir  Ii.-Vote  of  Tbanka  to,  340 

Inwlvencif  Bce  htsnkruplcy 

lni€rmtwml  Otifyrig/U,  c.  707,  777 

Inland  jcu  Ami — Btackery  Mr, — Drairuific — 

Kivhtt/urr  —  Mai/noiUh  —  Officirt    of    htw 

Cuurti  —  I'arluifncniaru  —  Voar  Law — Pro- 

jterty — Hefi^Utrtitiun'^  kijtctd^  TUht  —  ^  um- 

pikfM 

Jacloton,  Mr.  Sergeant 

Armii,  KfKi'ttnition  of  (Ireland),  1021, 1029 
llUckffr,  Mr,,  HHi 
CoruiMrM,  (.'ounty,  l/cavr,  724 
Mayuootli|  Leave,  1201 


-TVc  F) 


Ji- €s-  Mr.  »'. 
P>stf  Lav 


*K»  vvft 


Hte, 


I>uJtt  C^-K«,  Cos. 

I^ttiis,  Sir  R. 
KnM.  Lur!,  PeMio*  to,  iil,  ;U 

/ncj  Iiec^efwv,  f.  LeaTe.  504  ;  lit'  507 

J'>i:c«OD,  General  W.  A. 
r.oo^tab^larr.  Coat.  1299 
flieo^tion  of  CriflHaa.«.  Lmv,  i6C 
Keaae.  Lor4« 


JuU^€,  iMla^  m  .4^uii>l<rft^,  /.  736 

A'eaiK,  Lorrf,  L  Rojral  MtMiife,  343 ;  c.  366  ; 
/.  Address  to  tbe  Crown,  453 ;  c.  PeasioQ 
to,  5S4  [A.  195,  N.  43,  M.  15i],  694  i  Re- 
port, Col  ^  2U.  728;  s^rrices  q1^  709  ; 
Com.  cL  1,  1133  QA.  177,  N.  74,  U.  103j, 
1144;  Report,  1348  [A.  127,  N.  35^  M. 
02],  1353  i€e  Appendix 

Kelly,  Mr.  F. 
DflUb,  PufiUhfflCBi,  AbolitioD  •!'«  Leave,  60, 
1023 ;  3IL  1300 

I  Kn^chbuli,  Right  Hod.  Sir  £. 
Poor  Lav  Committioo,  SiL  426 

Kni;;tit,  Mr.  II.  G. 
Coroners,  Counir,  Leave,  726 
County  Courts,  Leare,  479 
Poor  Lav  Commiaiioo,  2R.  399 

Laboucherei  Right  Hon.  II. 
Collisions  at  Sea,  1021 
Commercial  Treaty  with  Francet  ^^ 
Copyrigbt  of  Oeaigoa,  Leave,  496,  496 ;  SR. 

1291 
Neapolitan  Duties — Lav  of  Factor,  ^51 
Private  Hills,  Committees  on,  133 
Railway  Bills,  S65 
lUilvayt,  Leave,  312  ;  2IL  623,   624,  15«7> 

1348 
Rum,  East  and  Wrst- India,  Com.  movf4  Isfi 

204,219,586.  .7S7,  5il6,  617;  Repgrt,  631  { 

Com.  1145,  1146, 1147,  1148 

Langdale,  Hon.  C. 
Maynootli,  Leave,  1249 
Poor  Lav  Commiaion,2R«  443 

Laiisdo^ne,  Marqueu  of 
Cardigan,  Earl  of,  Trial  of  the^DueHiof  ,  932 
East-Indian  Produce,  175 

I^ascellcs,  Hon.  W.  S. 
Rf'civtration  of  Voters  (Irelaad)~'I1ic  Piao* 
chi!«,  2R.  1039 

Ltw  (  uurlt  (Dublin),  Officers  v/\  c,  707 
Ltm  and  Jkliuu,  c  IR.*  704  ;  2R,*  1132 


LEF.        ^        MAC.  (INDBX.}       STAR*       -^       MOM. 

Lefevre,  Right  Hon.  C.  S.  iM  Spetker^  The 


Lefroy,  Dr.  T. 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)  —  The  Fran- 
chise, 2R.  893 

LeicaUr,  CoUmelg  c.  742 

Lemon,  Sir  C. 
Lightning  Conductors— Mr.  Snow  Uarria,  J20 

Lennox,  Lord  J.  G. 
Army  Elstiinates,  1391 
Navy  Estimates,  1197,  1902 

Liddell,  lion.  II.  T. 

Pbor  Uw  Coromisftion,  Lsave,  IG9 ;  SR.  406 
Registration  of  Voters,  Leave,  383 

Lightning  Conduclori -^  Jifr.  Snow  HarriSf  c* 
707 ;  ?.  1019 

Lincoln,  Earl  of 
County  Conrts^  1132 

Litton,  Mr.  E. 
Maynootb,  Leave,  1251 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland) — The  Fnm- 
chise,  Leave,  311  ;  2R.  831 

London,  Bishop  of 

Cardigan,  Earl  of,  Trial  of  the— DuelHog,  931 
Drainage  of  Towns,  8R.  636 
Masquerades,  1339, 1342 

Lucas,  Mr.  E. 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland),  Leave,  341 ; 
2R.  835 

Lunacy  see  Bankruptcy 

Lurgan,  Lord 
Address,  The,  8 

Lusbington,  Right  Hon.  S. 
Rum,  East  and  West-India,  Com.  moved  for, 

219.612  ;  Com.  1146 
Slavery  in  the  East  Indies,  466 

Lynch,  Mr.  A.  II. 
Administration  of  Justice-^ourt  of  Chancery, 
Leave,  200 

Lyndhursty  Lord 
Administration  of  Justice — Compensation,  860, 

861 

Macaulay,  Right  Hon.  T.  B. 
Army  Estimates,  1361, 1.390, 1392,  1394 
Cardigan,  Earl  of.  Trial  of  the,  1396 
Copyright,  2R.  344 

Kcgistration  of  Voters  (IreUad)— The  Pian- 
chise,  2R.  926 

Machinery,  Exportation  of,  c.  Com,  moved  for, 

670 

]iPCormickf  Lieut » see  Caroline,  Tlte 

M'Uod,  Mr, ^United  SUUa,  /.364;  c.  867, 
456, 1354 


Mahon,  Vitcovnt 
laterMONHal  Copyriglil,  707, 777 
South  Australia,  Cem.  nofe^  for,  826 

Ma$queradei,L  1339 

Maule,  Hon.  F. 
Administration  of  Justice    (Scotland),  Con. 

moved  for,  1220 
Bankruptcy,  Insolvency,  and  Lunacy,  Leave, 

Constabulary,  Com*  1297 
County  Courts,  Leave,  473,479/481, 1023 :  Ad- 
vance from  GoDsolidmted  Fund,  1300, 13Q| 
Execution  of  Criminals,  Leave,  666 
Medical  Reform,  Leave.  361 
Poor  Law  Commission,  2R.  421 
Reffittffttioq  of  Voteis  (Scotland),  Leave  704 
Tithes— Eedesiasticat  Courts,  Leav&dTf 
Turnpike  Acts,  Continuance,  Leave,  862 
'     ■  m  Tnisti,,  1198 

Maunsell  Mr«  T.  P. 
Navy  Ettioiatet,  1803 

Afc^iioo^A  College,  c^  Leave^  1228 

Medical  Rrform,  cleave,  361;    iR.*  368; 
Bill  Withdrawp,  742 ;  (No.  2),  IR.*  tl83 

Melbourne,  Visemint 
Address,  The,  28 

Administration  of  Justice — CompensatioB,  861 
Canada— Delay  in  Printinff  Ordinanoes,  8M 
Cardigan,  Earl  of,  Trial  orUM—Duelliog  784 
Church  of  Scotland,  137, 138 

Rates,  8M 

Keane,  Lord,  Address  to  the  Crown,  463 
M'Leod,  Mr.  —United  States,  368        I 
Persia,  Relations  with,  778 
St.  Sulpice,  Seminary  of,  1323, 1329 

Midmght  Sittings,  Agaimt,  c,  122  [A.  31,  N. 
130.M.  99;],  125 

Miles,  Mr.  P.  W.  S. 
Constabulary,  Com.  1298 

Milnes,  Mr.  R.  M. 
Address,  The,  78 

Keane,  Lord,  Penrion  lo,  Report,  1862 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)— The  FimA- 

chise,2R.942 
Stoddart,  Colonel,  777  f 

Minto,  Earl  of 
Lightning  Conduotora— Mr.  Sflow  Hanii,  1819 
Stopfbrd,  Sir  R.,  Vale  of  Tbaoks  to,  249,  tf6 
Syna,  Servieee  io,  1210 

Morpeth,  Viecoiint 
Arms,  Registmtion  or(Irdand),  1021,  lOtt** 
Drainage  of  Land  (Ireland),  Leave,  460,  441 
Law  Courts  (Dublin),  Offieers  of,  707 
Maynooth,  Leave,  1236,  IU2 
Registration  of  Voters  (Treland),  Leave,  238 

'■  The  Fnuidiiee, 

Leave  274,  885,  296;  2R.  778,  838,  im, 
1038,1105 

Morrison,  Mr.  J. 
Copyright  of  Designs,  Leave,  499 
Machinery,  Exportatfon  of.  Cob.  isovtl  kr* 

691  i 
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Mount  Cashell,  Earl  of 
Cardigan,  fiari  of,  Trial  of  the>-DueUing,  733 
M'Leod,  Mr.— United  States,  304 

Mount  Edgecumbe,  Earl  of 
Lightning  Conductors— Mr.  Snow  Harris,  1019, 
1020 

Municipal  Councils,  c.  Leave,  1 149 

Muntz,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Copyright  of  Designs,  2R.  1296 
Keane,  Lord,  Pension  to,  582  ;  Com.  c/.  1,  1144 
Machinery,  Exportation  of.  Com.  moved  for, 

691 
Poor  Law  Commission,  2R.  404 

Navy  EMtimateSf  c.  1158  QA.  89 ;   N.  8^  M. 
81],  1192, 1356 

NeapolUan  Duties — Law  of  Factor,  c.  554 

Nicholl,  Dr.  J. 
Tithes— Ecclesiastical  Courts,  Leave,  472 

Niger  Expedition,  c.  510,  692 

Normanby,  Marquess  of 

Cardigan,  Earl  of.  Trial  of  the,  763 
Chartists— Repeal  of  the  Union,  764 
Drainage  of  Towns,  IR.  138;   2R.  639,  552, 

553 
Frost,  Williams,  and  Jones,  142, 144 
Masquerades,  1343 
Petty  Sessions,  2R.  1017 
Poor  liaw  Commission,  854,  856,  857 
(Ireland),  508— Election  of   Guar- 
dians, 735,  736— ValnaUons  738,  739,  740, 
741— Correspondence  moved  for,  1344, 1345, 
1346 
Turnpike  Trusts,  1206 

Northampton,  Marquess  of 
Drainage  of  Towns,  2R.  553 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.  S. 

Destitution   in  the  Highlands— Emigration, 

Com.  moved  for,  527 
M'Leod,  Mr.— United  States,  1354 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland),  Leave,  237— 

The  Franchise,  2R.  867 

O'Connell,  Mr.  D. 
Arms,  Registration  of  (Ireland),  1(^2 
Copyright  of  Designs,  Leave,  502 
Countv  Courts,  l^eave,  478 
Danish  Claims,  Com.  moved  for,  640 
Drainage  of  Land,  (Ireland),  Leave,  461 
Keane,  Lord,  Pension  to,  562 
M*Leod,  Mr.— United  Sutes  374 
Maynooth,  Leave,   1227,   1228,    1231,   1242, 

1253 
Midnight  Sittings,  124 
Niger  Expedition,  69K 
Petitions,  Printing  of,  121 
Railway  Bills,  267 

Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland),  I^eave,  234 

—  ( >— The   Fran- 

chiso,  l/iavc,  285,  302,  310;    2R.  798,  887, 

1072 
Rum,  East  and  West-India,  Com.  moved  for, 

218  ;  Report,  626,  630 
Teiasi  456,  705, 1346 


O'Connelly  Mr.  J. 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)— The  Fran- 
chise, Leave,  3(»7 

O'Connell,  Mr.  M.  J. 
Maynooth,  Leave,  1243 

Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)— The  Fiaii* 
chise,2R  1043 

O'Conor,  Mr.  D. 
Registration  of  Voters  (IreUnd)— The   Fran- 
chise, Leave,  312 

O'Ferrall.  Mr.  R.  M. 
Lightning  (^ductors — Mr.  Snow  Harris,  711, 

715 
Navy  Estimates,  1160, 1168, 1178,  U83»  1206, 

1358,1360 
Niger  Expedition,  69i5 

Ordnance  Survey  of  England  and  Seotltrnd,  c. 
Leave,  529 

Pakington,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Coroners,  Couo^r,  Leave,  722, 726 
St.  Sulpice,  Seminary  oi;  705, 706 

Palmer,  Mr.  R. 
Rum,  East  and  West-India,  Com.  1148 

Palmerston,  Viscount 
Address,  The,  109,  112 
Boundaiy,  North-Eastem,  760,  761 
International  Copyright,  7&!,  778 
M'Leod,  Mr.— United  States,  371,  37S,  373, 

457  458  459 
Navy  Estimates,  1182, 1186, 1904 
Persia,  375 

P6rtugal,  Claims  on,  512, 514 
Stoddart,  Colonel,  777 
Switieriand,  778 
Texas,  456, 705, 1346 
Turkey,  Syria,  and  Egypt.  759 

Parish  Constables,  c.  !&••  741 
Parliamentary  Papers,  Dmntmisskm  of,  c  776 

■  Voters  (Ireland)  see  Regkis^dim 

Parochial  Assessments,  c,  IR.*  1020 

Pechell,  Captain  G.  R. 
Municipal  Councils,^  Leave,  1149 
Navy  Estimates,  1 197, 1204, 1358. 1369,  1361 
Poor  I Av  Commission,  Leave,  164;  SR.  440 
Tithes— Ecclesiastical  Courts,  Leave,  471 

Peel,  Right  Hon.  Sir  R. 
Address,  The,  94, 112,  113 
Administration  of  Justice  (  Scotland  >,  Con* 

moved  for,  1219 
Army  Estimates,  1382 
Boandary,  North-Eastem,  759, 760,  761 
Canadas,  Union  of  the,  706 
Copyright  of  Designs.  2R.  1287 
County  Courts,  1023,  11.13 
Destitution    in  the    Highlands— Emigration, 

Com.  moved  for,  523 
Keane,    Lord,   Pension  to,  563:  Com.  W.  1. 

1140 
Lightning  Conductors— >Mr.  Snow  Harris,  716 
M'Leod,  Mr.— United  Sutes  373.  375 
Navy  Estimates,  1181, 1184, 1188,  1191 


PEE.       ^       RAL  flND 

Peel,  Right  Hon.  fir  It    0mHmiiti. 

Persia,  374i  37^ 
Petitions,  Printing  of,  123 
Poor  Law  Cominlssion,  SR.  408 
Railways,  2R.  624.  1346,  1347. 1348 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland)— The  Fran- 
chise, 2R.  1041.  1096 
Rum»  East  and  West-India,  Con.  617 
St.  Sulpice,  Seminary  of,  706 
Ways  and  Means,  623 

PenUif  Relations  wUhy  L  764 

PetUions  Printing  of,  c,  121  see  Sketian 

Petty  Seuiom,  I  2a.  1016 

Philips,  Mr.  M. 
Copyright  of  Designs,  Leave,  484 
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Post-Office  Revenue,  c,  1157 

Postage  of  Foreign  Parcels,  c728 

Private  BillSt  Committees  on,  c.  Mr.  Ewart'a 
Motion,  127  [A.  22,  N.  24,  M.  2 J  134 
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N.  261,  M.  190],  242 

■  ( )  No.  2.  (Lofd 

Morpeth)— jHte  Franchim,  c.  Leave»  374 ; 
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PetiUons,  PrioUngof,  131, 122 
Railways,  Leare,  318»  380 
Registration  of  Voters  (Ireland),  Leave. 890 
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